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Lent is time to grow in faith, hope, love
and to share them, pope says
ment, to listen amid general indifference,’” he said, again quoting
the document.
VATICAN CITY — As Christians pray, fast and give alms during
The Lenten practices of fasting, almsgiving and prayer were
Lent, they also should consider giving a smile and offering a kind preached by Jesus and continue to help believers experience and
word to people feeling alone or frightened because of the coron- express conversion, the pope wrote.
avirus pandemic, Pope
“The path of poverFrancis said.
ty and self-denial”
“Love rejoices in
through fasting, “conseeing others grow.
cern and loving care
Hence it suffers when
for the poor” through
others are anguished,
almsgiving and “childlonely, sick, homeless,
like dialogue with the
despised or in need,”
Father”
through
the pope wrote in his
prayer, he said, “make
message for Lent 2021.
it possible for us to live
The
message,
lives of sincere faith,
released
by
the
living hope and effecVatican Feb. 12, focustive charity.”
es on Lent as “a time
Pope
Francis
for renewing faith,
emphasized the imporhope
and
love”
tance of fasting “as a
through the traditionform of self-denial” to
al practices of prayer,
rediscover one’s total
fasting and almsgivdependence on God
ing. And, by going to
and to open one’s
confession.
heart to the poor.
Throughout
the
“Fasting involves
message, Pope Francis
being freed from all
emphasized how the
that weighs us down
Lenten practices not
— like consumerism
only promote individor an excess of inforual conversion, but
mation, whether true
also should have an
or false — in order to
impact on others.
open the doors of our
“By receiving forhearts to the one who
giveness in the sacracomes to us, poor in all
ment that lies at the
things, yet full of
heart of our process of
grace and truth: the
conversion, we in turn
son of God our savior.”
can spread forgiveness
Cardinal
Peter
to others,” he said.
Turkson, prefect of
“Having received forthe Dicastery for
giveness ourselves, we
Promoting Integral
can offer it through
Human Development,
our willingness to
presenting the mesenter into attentive
sage at a news conferdialogue with others
ence, also insisted on
and to give comfort to
the importance of
those
experiencing
“fasting and all forms
sorrow and pain.”
of abstinence,” for
The pope’s message
example, by giving up
contained several ref“time watching TV so
erences to his encycliwe can go to church,
cal “Fratelli Tutti, on
pray or say a rosary. It
Fraternity and Social
is only through selfFriendship.”
denial that we disciFor example, he
pline ourselves to be
prayed that during
able to take the gaze
Lent Catholics would
off ourselves and to
be “increasingly conrecognize the other,
cerned with ‘speaking
reckon with his needs
words of comfort,
and thus create access
CNS photo/Vatican Media
strength, consolation
to benefits and goods
Pope Francis hears the confession of a priest at the Basilica of St. John Lateran in
and encouragement,
for people,” ensuring
Rome in this March 7, 2019, file photo. In his message for Lent, Pope Francis said
and not words that
respect for their dignithe season is “a time for renewing faith, hope and love.”
demean,
sadden,
ty and rights.
anger or show scorn,’”
Msgr. Bruno-Marie
a quote from the
Duffe, secretary of the
encyclical.
dicastery, said that at a time of “anxiety, doubt and sometimes even
“In order to give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply despair” because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Lent is a time for
to be kind, to be ‘willing to set everything else aside in order to show Christians “to walk the way with Christ toward a new life and a
interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of encourage- new world, toward a new trust in God and in the future.”
Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
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Crescent Springs’ Year of St. Joseph is
prayerful, includes relics and books
Year of St. Joseph around the Diocese of
Covington
On Dec. 8, 2020, Pope Francis declared the Year of
St. Joseph in the Church. Because St. Joseph is the
patron of several parishes and schools in the diocese, the Messenger is reaching out to get their reaction to this special year honoring St. Joseph.
St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs
Father Eric Boelscher, the new pastor at St.
Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, shared that the
parish is wholeheartedly embracing the Year of
St. Joseph. Each parishioner received a subscription to the site “Formed,” which gives access to a
wide berth of Catholic media. The parish is highlighting media related to St. Joseph that families
can view together.
Father Boelscher also commissioned special
vestments for Mass to celebrate its patron. A St.
Joseph shrine with a relic of St. Joseph’s mantle
along with Vatican authentication has been erected. Father Boelscher said the shrine is venerated
at each weekend Mass. Additionally, litanies,
novenas and consecrations, that with the relic’s
presence offer special graces, will be prayed
throughout the year
“We are also planning a parish consecration to
St. Joseph using Father Don Calloway’s devotional book,” said Father Boelscher. The book,
“Consecration to Joseph: The Wonders of Our
Spiritual Father” has become a popular devotion this year
as Catholics seek to know the year’s patron better.
St. Joseph Parish will recognize St. Joseph’s feast days,

March 19 and May 1, as best they can
depending on the state of the COVID-19
pandemic at the time.

Students at St. Joseph School, Crescent
Springs, have the opportunity to pray daily.

Pandemic shows need for new model of care for elderly, academy says
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A new attitude and approach toward
the elderly are needed in today’s world, especially in the
places and ways they are cared for when they become more
fragile, said the Pontifical Academy for Life.
To make sure the needs of older people are met and
their gifts appreciated, renewed attention and new solutions must be given to assisted living facilities, architectural barriers, friendships and social support networks, inhome caregivers, families and younger family members
and opportunities in parishes, the academy said in a new
document.
Released Feb. 9, the 11-page “note” is titled, “Old Age:
Our Future. The Elderly After the Pandemic,” and was
made available in six languages at academyforlife.va.
It offers a reflection on the importance of the elderly
and the challenges the older generation faces and will face,
given the World Health Organization’s estimate that by
2050, the world will have 2 billion people over the age of 60,
that is, one out of every five people in the world.
The academy also appealed to every facet of society,
including families, health care providers, city administrators and local parishes to be more attentive to and inclusive of older people, reviewing and rebuilding the way
they welcome and care for people in their fragility.
During an online news conference presenting the document Feb. 9, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, academy president, said the COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare chronic,
underlying problems in the way older people are cared for.
“On all continents, the pandemic has primarily affected
those who are old,” he said, citing estimates that more than
2.3 million elderly people have died of COVID-19, the
majority of whom were over 75.
The pandemic has been “a real massacre of the elderly
and the majority of them died in institutions for the elderly,” he said.
“A serious rethinking is needed not only in relation to
residences for the elderly but for the entire care system of
the numerous elderly population that today characterizes
all societies,” he said.
In light of Pope Francis’ warning that the world will

emerge from the pandemic either better or worse, the archbishop said, making things better “depends on us, on the
way we start building our future today.”
The document — focused on building a new future for
the elderly — was the fourth published by the academy in
relation to the pandemic and another two are in the works:
one on children and another on the disabled, he said.
Msgr. Bruno-Marie Duffe, secretary of the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development, said at the news
conference that the pandemic “has brought to light an
important component of social relationships.”
“The ability to take up the challenge of life — its
unknowns and its joys — is based, in part, on the inspiration of dialogue between generations” in which they come
together and encourage each other, sharing their dreams,
wisdom and tenderness, he said.
Among the main points in the academy’s document are:
— A duty to create the best conditions for the elderly to
live “at home with one’s family if possible and with lifelong friends,” and in one’s own neighborhood with the provision of basic services.
— Housing should be adapted to their changing needs,
including removing architectural barriers and providing
integrated, skilled home medical care.
— New technologies and advances in telemedicine and
artificial intelligence should be used responsibly so the
elderly can receive assistance in a home setting.
— Independent living, assisted living, co-housing and
other initiatives should be inspired by an attitude of mutual assistance, making it possible for the elderly to be
autonomous in a community, and, ideally, intergenerational setting.
— Nursing homes should be redeveloped into providing
medical services directly in the homes of the elderly and
families should get the support they need so they can care
for a loved one at home.
— Dioceses, parishes and church communities should
promote “a more caring pastoral relationship with the elderly,” seeing them as a “great resource,” especially in faith
formation and as living witnesses of the faith.
“This vision is not an abstract utopian or naive pretense. It can instead bring to life and nourish new and

wiser public health policies and original proposals for a
welfare system for the elderly” that is more effective and
more humane, the note said.
“This requires an ethic of the public good and the principle of respect for the dignity of every individual” and it
requires the help of everyone — the whole church, different religions, the world of culture, schools, volunteers,
media companies and businesses — to support a
“Copernican revolution” that makes it possible for the elderly to remain in the homes they know or in welcoming,
loving environments.

Coronavirus Report
(as of Friday, Feb. 12)

The information below includes reported cases from
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not
including administrators, faculty and staff and
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and
religious houses.
Positive Cases
Active positive cases: 96
Recovered positive cases: 706
Total ever positive cases: 802
Currently Self-quarantined
Close Contacts: 180
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 124
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Informed by St. Joseph, 2021 DPAA invites
faithful to be guardians of the Church
Messenger staff report
Mr. Murray see’s parallels in St. Joseph’s care for the
While doing research on design themes for the 2021
Church and how through the DPAA parishioners demonDiocesan Parish Annual Appeal (DPAA), Mike Murray,
strate their care for the Church by supporting the mission
director, Office of Stewardship and Mission Services, said
and ministries of the DPAA.
he was moved by Pope Francis’ focus on ordinary people
The 2021 DPAA plans have grown around pandemic
who, like St. Joseph, would always do what is needed to be
conditions, Mr. Murray said. This year the DPAA will kickdone for the good of others.
off with a mailing to every Catholic household and will
“Pope Francis had written in his apostolic letter
rely much more on the work of the parish priests and vol<<Patris corde,>> ‘With a Father’s
unteers. His office will be offering
Heart,’ that St. Joseph had the deep
additional resources that can be used
and strong faith to be proactive and to
in parish bulletins and websites.
accept life as it is, with all its frustra2021 DPAA
Parishes that typically communicate
tions and disappointments,” said Mr.
with parishioners through e-mail will
Important dates
Murray. “He also wrote that Joseph
also be provided with DPAA messages
cannot be other than the Guardian of
to send.
March 6–7
the Church, and that every poor, needy
Mr. Murray said he’s grateful for
Pre-announcement weekend
or suffering person is the child whom
those who are lending their time to
Joseph continues to protect.”
this year’s DPAA to keep fellow parishThe 2021 DPAA, led this year by
ioners informed about the annual
March 13–14
Randy Rawe, general chair, from St.
appeal.
Announcement weekend –
Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, and
“With the help of the parishes, and
Karen Riegler, leadership gifts chair,
DPAA video shown at parishes
the parish team members who have
from St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger,
volunteered to help, we’ll be able to
begins next week with the Leadership
reach out to the people about their
March 20–21
Gifts Solicitations phase. In the
willingness to support this appeal this
Leadership Gifts Phase, 33 leadership
coming
year,” he said.
Commitment weekend
gifts solicitors will be calling the top
He’s confident that, like St. Joseph,
200 donors from the 2020 DPAA, invitthe community will step forward in
ing them to make a similarly generous
faith, despite uncertain times.
April 10–11
gift to this year’s DPAA.
“People are trying to make ends
Follow-up weekend
This year’s DPAA goal is $2.6 milmeet, to navigate these COVID-19
lion. The DPAA helps fund care for
waters to be able to continue the level
priests, diocesan ministries including
of charitable giving that they had done
faith formation and schools and local
in the past,” he said. “And this annual
social services including Catholic Charities, pregnancy
appeal has always been well-received by the faithful as
care centers and Parish Kitchen. Again this year, all
they continue to support the ministries and programs of
monies collected over a parish’s goal will be rebated back
the diocese. They understand the importance of having
to the parish for parish ministries or projects. The theme
God in the lives of those who are in need, and we’re very
for the 2021 DPAA is: “For God did not send His Son into
confident that our faith community will again respond in
the World to condemn the World, but that the World might
2021, to the Bishop’s message and to the needs of the combe saved through Him.” (John 3:17) Promotional materials
munity in the annual appeal.”
include this Scripture passage along with a picture of St.
Parishioners can expect their letters in the mail during
Joseph, in honor of the Year of St. Joseph.
the first week of March.

‘Blessed be God, who calls you
by name, holy and chosen one!’
In two separate ceremonies on Feb. 21,
2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
the catechumens and candidates from the
parishes and missions across the Diocese
of Covington will be presented to Bishop
Roger Foys as this year’s elect. Both ceremonies will be live streamed from the
Cathedral’s website, www.covcathedral.com.
Catechumens are unbaptized persons
converting to Catholicism.
Candidates are Christians who have
already been baptized and are seeking full
communion with the Church through confirmation or first Communion.
The Rite of Election takes place on the
first Sunday of Lent each year. The word
“election” refers to the idea of a name
being formally announced among God’s
chosen people. The elect will enter into full
communion with the Church at the Easter
Vigil, April 3.
Due to the Rite of Election services,
there will be no 5:30 p.m. Mass, Sunday at
the Cathedral.
Bishop Roger Foys signs the Book of the
Elect for Father Jeffrey VonLehmen,
pastor, St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill, at
the Rite of Election in 2020.

Bishop’s
Schedule
Feb. 19
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

Feb. 25
Individual meeting, 9 a.m.

Feb. 20
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington,
4:30 p.m.

COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

Feb. 21
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.

Feb. 27
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.

Rite of Election, Cathedral
Basilica, 2 p.m.; 4:30 p.m.
(no 5:30 p.m. Mass)

Feb. 28
Mass followed by baptism,
Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m.

Feb. 22
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.
DPAA message recording,
11 a.m.
Feb. 23
Individual meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Covington Latin School ring
ceremony, 7 p.m.

Covington Latin School
Board meeting (virtual)
4 p.m.
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God is in control
With 2020 behind us what are we to do next? It seems
like much is changing; some not for the better. It might
feel overwhelming, scary and hopeless.
I only know and trust that God is in control. Romans
8:28 tells us, “In all things
God works for the good of
VIEWPOINT
those who love him, who
have been called according
to his purpose.”
The 48th March for Life
in Washington D.C celebrated virtually this year
because of the virus and
civil unrest. Once again, we
hear that abortions killed
nearly 63 million American
children. Archbishop
Joseph Naumann, chairman of the pro-life commitRonald M. Bertsch
tee of the USCCB, says this
is the preeminent issue of
today. The taking of life so vulnerable and innocent intimately affects the family — scarring both mother and
father.
Other highlights of the March include two prominent
speakers, NFL notables Tim Tebow and Ben Watson. Ben
was joined by wife Kirsten. Both men model a strong prolife stance. Ben, a father of seven children, said “It is so
important that children are taught that life matters, and
every person is made in the image of God.” It is truly a
time for unity, encouragement, remembrance and prayer,
he said.
Tim Tebow started with his incredible birth story, a
miracle really. His mother was high risk and her doctor
recommended abortion to save her own life. But his par-

ents said no — they trusted in God.
Tim stated that Jesus was sent on a rescue mission.
Jesus knew what the mission was and was devoted to it,
passionately motivated to endure it, but why? The
answer: his total love for each of us! Demonstrating agape
love, Christ choose the best interest of another and acted
on their behalf, willingly laying down his life. If one is
passionate about a cause, it means one is willing to suffer
for it. Christ certainly was passionate about his mission.
It is this theme of suffering for our passions that resonated with me. Tim relates that all life is worthy of that
passion — life is significant from conception to natural
death. Loving all people is worth it and we are all called
to suffer not just for the unborn, but for the impoverished, the trafficked, the throw-a-ways and the hurting.
As director of Foster Care and Adoption Program at
DCCH Center, I welcome and witness the passion and the
suffering for the cause of helping abused and neglected
children. They need our love and passion. We may not be
able to save the world like Christ did, but we can share in
his redemptive suffering. We can do our part to help one
person at a time, through action and prayer.
The rescinding of the Mexico City Policy, forcing billions of our tax dollars to expand and pay for abortions in
other countries, is but one example of the horribly wrong
decisions made by the new administration. I feel compelled more than ever to pray for President Biden and
Congressional leaders. Instead of being angry with them,
we need to pray for their conversion, enlightenment and
for their salvation. Praying for and loving those who do
wrong is our Christian trademark and responsibility.
In other news, we have reason to hope. First, we trust
God as he is the source of our faith and hope. Pope
Francis declares a year of St. Joseph. We can consecrate
ourselves to Joseph’s intercession. Considering St.

Joseph’s role as foster father of Jesus, and head of the
Holy Family, we can trust that he and Holy Mother Mary
will carry our plea to the throne of God.
Even though COVID-19 has ravaged society, one unifying message is the voiced concern and efforts to protect
everyone from this deadly virus. It has become the focal
point and justification for all the precautions, lockdowns
and year-long news. People are uniting in the protection
of life from this virus and that must be a good thing. We
can capture that rationale and use it to protect all life.
The pro-life movement has forced many abortion clinics to shut down. More pregnancy care centers operate
now than abortion mills, with 2,700 care centers compared to only 808 abortion clinics. The Knights of
Columbus helped fund and secure ultrasound equipment
in all the pregnancy care centers and continues to be a
leader in the fight to protect life. Founder Father Michael
McGivney was just beatified this past October 2020. He is
another strong intercessor for life and the protection of
the family.
In the past four years, historic progress was made
with more pro-life women elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Now 29 pro-life women serve, that is
more than double four years ago. We saw 226 pro-life
judges appointed in the federal courts, 54 of them on the
federal appellate court. Three Supreme Court Justices
confirmed, including Catholic, pro-life Judge Amy Coney
Barrett and a mother of seven, two of whom joined her
family through adoption.
There is still much to be hopeful and thankful.
Knowing God is in control, even with battles lost; Christ
is triumphant in the end.
Ronald M. Bertsch is director of Therapeutic Foster
Care/Adoption for the DCCH Center for Children and
Families, Ft. Mitchell.

The triumph of good over evil
A colleague once challenged Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin with this question: You believe that good will
ultimately triumph over evil; well, what if we blow up the
world with an atomic bomb, what happens to goodness
then?
Teilhard answered this way. If we blow up the world
with an atomic bomb, that would be a two-million-year
setback; but goodness will
triumph over evil, not
IN EXILE
because I wish it, but
because God promised it
and, in the Resurrection,
God showed that God has
the power to deliver on that
promise.
He is right. Except for
the Resurrection, we have
no guarantees about anything. Lies, injustice, and
violence may well triumph
in the end. That is certainly how it looked the day
Father Ron Rolheiser
Jesus died.
Jesus was a great moral teacher and his teachings, if
followed, would transform the world. Simply put, if we all
lived the Sermon on the Mount, our world would be loving, peaceful and just; but self-interest is often resistant to
moral teaching.
From the Gospels, we see that it was not Jesus’ teaching that swayed the powers of evil and ultimately
revealed the power of God. Not that. The triumph of
goodness and the final power of God were revealed
instead through his death, by a grain of wheat falling in
the ground and dying and so bearing lots of fruit.
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Jesus won victory over the powers of the world in a
way that seems antithetical to all power. He did not overpower anyone with some intellectually superior muscle
or by some worldly persuasion. No, he revealed God’s
superior power simply by holding fast to truth and love
even as lies, hatred and self-serving power were crucifying him. The powers of the world put him to death, but he
trusted that somehow God would vindicate him, that God
would have the last word. God did. God raised him from
the dead as a testimony that he was right and the powers
of the world were wrong, and that truth and love will
always have the last word.
That is the lesson. We too must trust that God will give
truth and love the last word, irrespective of what things
look like in the world. God’s judgment on the powers of
this world does not play out like a Hollywood film where
the bad guys get shot in the end by a morally superior
muscle and we get to enjoy a catharsis. It works this way:
everyone gets judged by the Sermon on the Mount, albeit
self-interest generally rejects that judgment and seems to
get away with it. However, there is a second judgment
that everyone will submit to — the resurrection. At the
end of the day, which is not exactly like the end of the day
in a Hollywood movie, God raises truth and love from
their grave and gives them the final word. Ultimately, the
powers of the world will all submit to that definitive judgment.
Without the Resurrection, there are no guarantees for
anything. That is why St. Paul says that if Jesus was not
resurrected then we are the most deluded of all people.
He is right.
The belief that the forces of untruth, self-interest,
injustice and violence will eventually convert and give up
their worldly dominance can sometimes look like a possi-

bility on a given night when the world news looks better.
However, as happened with Jesus, there is no guarantee
that these powers will not eventually turn and crucify
most everything that is honest, loving, just and peaceful
in our world.
The history of Jesus and the history of the world testify to the fact that we cannot put our trust in worldly powers even when for a time they can look trustworthy. The
powers of self-interest and violence crucified Jesus. They
were doing it long before and have continued doing it
long after. These powers will not be vanquished by some
superior moral violence, but by living the Sermon on the
Mount and trusting that God will roll back the stone from
any tomb in which they bury us.
Many people, perhaps most people, believe there is a
moral arc to reality, that reality is bent towards goodness
over evil, love over hate, truth over lies, and justice over
injustice, and they point to history to show that. While
evil may triumph for a while, eventually reality rectifies
itself and goodness wins out in the end — always. Some
call this the law of karma.
There is a lot of truth in that belief, not just because
history seems to bear it out, but because when God made
the universe, God made a love-oriented universe and so
God wrote the Sermon on the Mount both into the human
heart and into the very DNA of the universe itself.
Physical creation knows how to heal itself, so too does
moral creation. Thus, good should always triumph over
evil — but, given human freedom, there are no guarantees — except for the promise given us in the
Resurrection.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher
and award-winning author.

(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115.
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date.
Subscriptions, address changes: Contact Circulation Dept. at above address.

Bishop Roger J. Foys................................................................................ Publisher
Msgr. Ronald M. Ketteler............................................................Episcopal Liaison
Laura Keener ................................................................. Editor, General Manager
Allegra Thatcher ............................................................................Assistant Editor
Monica Yeamans........................................................................Editorial Assistant
Kim Holocher........................................................................Advertising Manager
Laura Gillespie..................................................Production Coordinator/Designer

Messenger

February 19, 2021 5

COMMENTARY

Tomorrow we die
The readings for the first Sunday of Lent are:
Genesis 9:8-15; 1 Peter 3:18-22 and Mark 1:12-15.
“Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”
If you Google this
phrase you might find, as I
did, this explanation of it:
“We should enjoy life as
much as possible, because
it will be over soon. This
saying is based on verses
from the biblical books
of Ecclesiastes and Isaiah.”
The first part of this is
fine, but the second would
more accurately be rendered, “This saying is
based on a misunderstanding of verses from the bibliFather Stephen Bankemper
cal books of Ecclesiastes
and Isaiah.” Scripture does not promote this attitude toward
life, but condemns it. There is not space in this article to perform a thorough exegesis of the passages referenced above,
but let us look at them briefly.
The Ecclesiastes citation is chapter 8, verse 15: “And I
commend enjoyment, for man has no good thing under the
sun but to eat and drink and enjoy himself.” In the verses
preceding this verse, Qoheleth is commenting on various
things, such as the power of a ruler to do as he pleases; the
mystery of how evil people seem to reap what the good
should receive, and the good receive what should come to
those who do evil; and the difficulty of becoming wise. His
statement in verse 15 is meant to be advice not to strive for
things beyond us, but to live each day in the present
moment, concerned only about what is before us.
The Isaiah reference is to chapter 22, verse 13: “Let us eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Around 700 B.C.
Sennacherib, king of Neo-Assyria, laid siege to Jerusalem,
but was unable to capture it. After his army finally left, the
people of Jerusalem, instead of thanking God for delivering
them and turning from their sin, returned to their old ways
and gave themselves to feasting, saying, “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” Isaiah quotes this, not to join
with their attitude, but to reproach Israel for it.
Why do we Christians not subscribe to the motto, “Eat,
drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die”? Is it because we
do not think we will die? Of course not; we know very well
we will. It is because we know that there is something
beyond death — the Resurrection. A line from St. Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians — where he actually quotes our
text from Isaiah — expresses this. He writes, “If the dead
are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’”
(1 Cor1 5:32) The dead are raised, however, so we live (or
should) with eternal life in mind.
The Church’s celebration of Easter is her preeminent
reminder to us of this. Jesus’ resurrection is the defeat of
death and sin, and he not only invites us to join him in eternal life, but makes it possible for us to do so, through baptism and a life given over more and more to God.
To lead us into, or more deeply into, that kind of life,
God gives us the “yearly observances of holy Lent,” as we
hear in the Collect for this first Lenten Sunday. We all
know these observances: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. If
this life were all we would experience, these practices
would be pointless and silly, but we believe in Jesus’ promise: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and
believes in me shall never die,” so they become, not only
meaningful, but life-giving.
Through prayer we stay connected to Jesus, and our relationship with him deepens. Fasting reminds us how fleeting
are the things of earth and helps us detach from them; at
the same time it reminds us that it is God who sustains us.
Almsgiving also helps us detach from created things, and
helps us grow in charity. The Church has always understood
these practices to be the premiere way to prepare, not only
for Easter, but for everlasting life with God.
Perhaps this is one way to describe the fundamental difference between the thought of the world and the thought of
the Church: the world says, “Eat, drink and be merry, for
tomorrow we die”; the Church says, “Remember, tomorrow
we die, so pray, fast and give alms.”
Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Lent: an invitation to ministry
It feels like we have been on a whole year of Lents this
past 12 months. We have “given up” many things, including in-person time with family, friends, colleagues and
parish communities. We have missed vacations, Church
festivals, graduation parties and retirement gatherBELIEVE, TEACH,
ings. We certainly have
PRACTICE
experienced “dining out”
more as “take out” and
“date nights” as streaming
video events. Visiting the
sick has become more a
function of Zoom meetings or a visit on the other
side of a window. All of
these realities have left us
with a new sense of normal.
So the question is,
“where was God in all of
these happenings?”
Deacon Steven Durkee
I believe that God was
deeply involved in each of these realities. As we have seen
in our Scripture readings these last few weeks leading up
to Lent, Jesus was often about the healing of illness and
tending to the need of the most vulnerable persons in
society. God continues to carry out that reality by using
the people and their gifts that he puts in our lives.
Many of us have stories of our neighbors and friends
from Church coming to our aid as different situations
arose these last 12 months. That was God sitting with us
as we worried and prayed for our family members who
were deathly ill with the virus. That was God who was
with the nurses and support staff who cared for the
patients as they prepared to leave this world and head to
heaven. That was God who came and gave parents a
respite when they had been home for days on days with
their young children. That was God who organized food
drives and lunches and breakfasts for the children who
were not attending in-person school but counted on the

“school lunches and breakfasts” to live. That was God who
gave the small business owners a loyal staff and customer
base to keep their business open and support so many.
As we begin to see the circumstances slowly changing,
we pray that we do not need to forget what we have experienced. We need to continue to look out for each other. We
also need to examine how we have used and need to continue to use those gifts given to us. An examination of our
conscience might show us that we need to be as helpful to
others as they have been to us. That is how God is active
in our lives. When we help and provide service, we are
God’s hands and faces on earth answering God’s people’s
prayers. We become a partner with God at that moment.
So the question becomes, are we using freely all the
gifts and blessings God has given us? Have we thought
about teaching some of our children or grandchildren or
our friend’s children or grandchildren how to cook or
bake or cut out and sew a dress or pants? Have we given
them an example of how critical reading a novel was in
our lives? Have we shown the patience to instruct a young
child to play with jacks or enjoy a walk in the park? Have
we led by example in forgiving someone of the wrong they
have done toward us? Have we listened as a child reads to
us or “chatters” about their dreams?
Have we invited someone to go to church with us? Have
we offered to teach our grandchildren the “old school”
prayers we memorized in Catholic elementary school?
Have we asked a friend to come with us for a “quick visit
to church”? Have we joined our friends as they attend a
weekly Holy Hour? Have we prayed a rosary in the last
week? Have we asked a child to say grace before we have a
meal?
I know these are a lot of questions. Hopefully, the questions may lead to conversations, and the discussions may
lead to a change in our behavior. When we reach the end
of Lent, we will have found many more ways that our
actions and behaviors can assist Jesus in his ongoing
healing ministry on earth.
Deacon Steve Durkee is assigned to St. John the
Evangelist Parish and St. Ann Mission, Covington.

Living out commitment without wings and lilies
The feast of the Annunciation celebrates Mary’s “yes”
to God and the momentous commitment of her whole life
to doing God’s will. Luke presents the extraordinary
event of the appearance of the angel Gabriel and the
ensuring encounter in a way that highlights strong emotions and careful deliberation (Luke 1:26-38). There was
fear, assurance, exploration of meaning. In the end, Mary
gives herself over despite the lack of clear explanation of
the how and why of the
revelation.
GUEST
Many artists throughout the centuries have
captured the appearance
of the angel and Mary’s
reception of the message.
Often Mary is calm and
placid, elegantly robed
and the winged angel
offers lilies. The artistic
renditions of the event
properly call attention to
Mary and her courageous,
faithful response. But, for
me, the line that speaks
Sister Tracy Fidelis,
most powerfully is the
C.D.P.
final one — “and then the
angel left her.” This line enables me to find in Mary a
model of how to live out commitments.
After the tangible manifestation of God’s presence,
care and concern, the ending of the passage is an abrupt,
definitive, devasting change of tone. I do not want to
detract from the terrifying aspect of a “yes” to the
unknown, yet I find that the tangible reassuring manifestation of God’s presence somewhat removes Mary from
my experience. For most, if not all, of us there are no
audible words that reassure us or attempt to allay our
fears, no flutter of wings, no glowing light, no dove hovering above, no scent of lilies.

And then the angel left her. It is a complete cessation
of all that is tangible, comforting, reassuring. It is not
only abrupt, the sparce use of words emphasizes the
utter and terrifying completeness of it.
And then the angel left her. Can you feel the pail of
cold water, the punch in the stomach when you hear it?
Do you feel the rug being pulled from under your feet?
She is left alone. At the very moment when the commitment begins to govern her life, when decisions need to be
made, when life happens, there is no angel, there is no
voice, no light, no sweet smell of lilies. It is only her faith
that tells her that she is not alone. It is only in the circumstances of her life that she knows where she is called and
to what.
The next line tells us where she now finds God’s call to
her. The angel left and she went to visit her elderly cousin
who was pregnant in her old age. She saw where she was
meant to be in the circumstances around her — in an elderly relative in need.
To respond to God, she must learn how to be a faithful
spouse, a skilled parent, a supportive neighbor. There is
no angel instructing her about dealing with the misunderstanding and judgements of those around her. No one
enlightens her about the social unrest in her land. No
angel appears to point out who her neighbor is. Mary, like
me, will find God’s voice in the circumstances of her life.
Her “yes” will take her out of herself in service to the
needs of those around her.
Then the angel left her, but her faith tells her that she
is not alone and everything around her speaks God’s call
if she opens her heart, her mind, her eyes and ears to the
summons to love. Mary is a model of response to God’s
invitation when there is an intense awareness of God’s
presence, but also in the daily, mundane moments of finding God in the needs that are within reach. Mary is a
model of commitment in all circumstances.
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired professor of Thomas More University and freelance writer.
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Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl 2021 — A Lenten journey
“Lord, when did we see you?” (Matt 25:38)
Matthew’s Gospel invites us to remember that we are responsible for
helping all our sisters and brothers, even those who are strangers to us.
When we do this, we care for Christ.
The season of Lent gives us a wonderful opportunity to reflect and make
room in our hearts to welcome the stranger. Through prayer, we encounter
Jesus, who is present in the face of every member of our human family.
When we fast, we encounter the obstacles that stop us from fully loving God
and our neighbor. When we give alms, we share what we have with others.
This Lent CRS Rice Bowl takes us to three countries — Madagascar, El
Salvador and Timor-Leste. Hunger and malnutrition are challenges that too
many families face each day. One out of every 10 people worldwide don’t
have enough to eat. Sometimes this is caused by natural disasters like floods
and droughts. Other times, families don’t have enough money to buy the
food they need, or the food they can get doesn’t have all the vitamins and
minerals they need to stay healthy.
CRS helps communities find solutions to each of these problems.
Farming families learn new skills and grow stronger, healthier harvests.
Communities train health care workers so children can get regular check-

Shakshouka Recipe – Gaza
3 Tbsp. fair trade olive oil
1 onion, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 7oz can green chilis
1 28oz can diced tomatoes
1 Tbsp. ketchup
2 tsp. salt

Heat oil in a large pan. Sauté onions
and garlic. Add chilis including juice
and cook until soft. Add tomatoes,
ketchup and salt. Cook tomatoes
down to a sauce. Make four holes in
the sauce with a spoon. Crack the eggs
into the holes and cover until the eggs
cook. Leave yolks runny.

4 eggs
Makes 4 servings

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the
Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.

ups and parents
can learn new
nutritious recipes
to make sure their
families get a balanced diet. People
in vulnerable areas
prepare for unpredictable weather
that could destroy
crops.
Jesus calls us to help those in need. Our
Lenten prayers, fasting and sacrificial gifts help
us answer this call.
This article was originally published at crsricebowl.org. It is printed here with permission.

Sandra Salleta da Costa Magno, 7,
pictured in Libagua village, Timor
Leste. Her mother, Eliza da Costa
Martins has been part of the CRS
TOMAK nutrition project for 2.5
years.
The family are famers who grow
seasonal crops based on the rainy
and dry season. In the dry season
they plant carrot, tomato, eggplant
and cauliflower and in the wet
season they grow beans, maize,
peanuts and watermelon.
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Newsworthy
Happy Birthday to Deacon Steven Alley, St. Timothy
Parish, Union, March 6; Deacon Brian Cox, St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, March 6; Father
Edward Brodnick, parochial vicar, St. Mary Parish,
Alexandria, March 7; Deacon Michael Keller, St. John
the Evangelist Parish, Carrollton, March 9; Father
Robert Rottgers, pastor, St. Philip Parish, Melbourne,
March 11; and Deacon Paul Yancey, All Saints Parish,
Walton, March 12.

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption will be broadcast on Sunday, 5-6 p.m.
on station Me TV WLWT, on channels: over air 5-2;
Spectrum 188 in Kentucky and Cincinnati Bell 23 or 291.
Bible study: The Book of Job with Father Timothy
Schehr, March 9, 16 and April 6. Virtual stream from
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium through Google
Meet. Cost for the study is $35. Register at
covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/. Sponsored
by the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization.
Catechist certification and Adult Faith Formation
courses. Short instruction time online and independent
study assignment. Cost is $35 per course. Open to teachers, parish catechists, diaconate aspirants and any
adult who would like to expand their knowledge of the
Catholic faith. Course details and online registration
available at covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/.

Fish frys in the Diocese of Covington
Like everything else this year, fish frys are going to be different. In order to help mitigate the spread of
COVID-19, all parish fish frys must be drive-thru or carryout only. There will be NO dine-in fish frys. Workers
and guests will need to follow the safety protocols of wearing a mask and practicing safe social distancing
of at least six feet apart. For the health and safety of all, everyone is encouraged to make patience and
charity a part of their Lenten practices while waiting for your order.
St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 57 p.m. Carry-out only.
St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 57 p.m. Drive-thru only.
St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft.
Thomas, Feb 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26,
4:30-7 p.m. Drive-thru
and walk-up only.

St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence, Feb. 19,
26, March 5, 12, 19, 26,
April 5, 5-8 p.m. Drivethru only.
St. Henry Parish,
Elsmere, Feb. 5, 12, 19,
26, March 5, 12, 19, 26.
Lunch: 11 a.m.- 2p.m.
Dinner: 4:30-8 p.m.
Carry-out only, 605
Lytle Ave.

St. John the
Evangelist Parish,
Carrollton, March 19,
4:30-7 p.m. Carry-out
and drive-thru only.
St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26,
4:30-8 p.m. Drive-thru
only.

Holy Cross District High School Mulch and Pine
Straw Sale. Three kinds of mulch in 2 cubic foot bags
for $4.25 per bag and pine straw for $8 per bale. All
prices include free delivery and sales tax. HCDHS students will deliver mulch to homes, businesses or rental
properties anywhere in Kenton, Boone and Campbell
Counties starting April 15 and continuing for at least
three weeks. All proceeds benefit Holy Cross District

Shark Tank
strategies
(left) Eighth grade
students at St. Agnes
School, Ft. Wright,
participated in a Shark
Tank project in Social
Studies. The students
designed an invention,
created a prototype using
a 3D program, printed it
on a 3D printer and presented their inventions to
the Shark Tank. The
students learned about
the Industrial Revolution
and big business parents,
and professionals from
the St. Agnes community
joined Google Meets to
strike deals with the
students. They learned
how to invent, create and
pitch their product along
with how to negotiate
with the Shark Tank.

Mary, Queen of
Heaven Parish,
Erlanger, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 48 p.m. Drive-thru and
online ordering with
curbside pickup.
St. Mary Parish,
Alexandria, Feb. 19, 26
and March 5, 4-7:30
p.m. Online orders and
carryout only.

Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish,
Burlington, Feb. 19,
26, March 5, 12, 19, 26,
4:30-7:30 p.m. Drivethru only.

St. Paul Parish,
Florence, Feb. 12, 19,
26, March 5, 12, 19, 26,
4:30-7:30 p.m. Carryout only: drive thru,
order online or call
ahead.
St. Timothy Parish,
Union, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12, 19, 26,
4:30-8 p.m. Drive-thru
only.

High School. To order, visit hcmulch.com or call 3928999.
“The Eucharistic Miracles of the World Display,” St.
Henry Parish, Elsmere, a display created from the work
of Blessed Carlo Acutis available for prayer and meditation through Lent; the church is open daily 9 a.m.–6
p.m.; masks and social distancing required.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings

For all employees and
volunteers of the
Diocese of Covington
who in any way provide
a safe environment for
children.
Step 1: Contact
parish/school
institution leader to
review the Policies and
Procedures and fill out
the Application and
Acceptance Forms.

on your account and
you receive a copy if you
request it during the
registration process. You
will sign up for a virtual
VIRTUS class during the
registration.

Step 3: Join the
virtual VIRTUS s
ession. The day before
the session, you will
receive an e-mail with 4
documents attached to
print. On the day of the
Step 2: Go to
session you will receive
www.virtus.org and
an invitation to join the
click on Registration.
session.
Follow the prompts to
No children, please.
create an account and
to request a background Step 4: Your account
check. Selection.com is a becomes active when
secure site; the backyour background check,
ground check is posted VIRTUS session and

Acceptance Form are
posted on your account.
You will receive
12 bulletins per year.
You will receive e-mail
notices at
system@pub.virtus.org
unless your computer
program blocks them.

How to access
Virtual training
- Go to www.virtus.org
- Enter id and password
- Click on Live Training
on left column
- Click on pre-register
for an upcoming
session
- Choose your training

Bulletin:
n February bulletin:
posted Sunday, Feb. 7; Note: If your Training
due Tuesday, March 9. Tab is missing or you
cannot access your
Virtual VIRTUS
account, contact your
Training:
parish, school or
institution.
n Tuesday, March 2,
6:30–10 p.m.

For other difficulties,
contact Marylu Steffen
at (859) 392-1500 or
msteffen@covdio.org.

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks
The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979
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CAFETERIA STAFF
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the
school day. Duties include food preparation, serving
and general cleanup. Interested individuals may
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or
call her at 859/392-1536.

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, KY
(www.covdio.org) is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of Assistant Superintendent of
Catholic Schools. The Assistant Superintendent assists
the Superintendent in carrying out the primary
Diocesan educational mission of transmitting the
Catholic faith through quality Catholic education.
The Assistant Superintendent’s role is broad,
multi-dimensional, and multi-layered, including such
responsibilities as acting as a representative of the
Bishop of Covington and being an advocate for
Catholic schools in the Diocese; monitoring the quality
of the academic programs in schools; maintaining
frequent and positive communications with Pastors,
principals, and boards (where appropriate); collecting
and aggregating specific statistical data for each
school; managing Diocese-wide testing at the elementary school level; overseeing, monitoring, and supporting Diocesan professional development activities; and
coordinating the Diocesan response to data requests
by state and federal agencies. The Assistant
Superintendent also assists with the educational
administration of the Alliance for Catholic Urban
Education (ACUE) schools. Overall, the position
encounters a wide diversity of work situations and
involves a high degree of complexity with responsibility
for advising and decision making in many areas.
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics in
good standing, able and willing to give witness to the
Catholic faith at all times, with a Master’s degree in
Education/Administration and previous experience in
school administrative leadership. Interested individuals
should submit a letter of interest along with a comprehensive resume or C-V, recent Baptismal certificate
indicating sacramental preparation, and a list of at
least five professional references to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR: skoplyay@covdio.org, FAX 859/392-1589, or
mail to 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY
41011-3115.
EOE

PRINCIPAL
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School
(www.ihm-ky.org) located in Burlington KY, is seeking a
new principal to begin July 1, 2021.
We are a 2006 and 2018 National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence, deeply rooted in our Catholic
faith. Immaculate Heart of Mary School cooperates with
parents in providing quality education to its students,
regarding their religious, physical, emotional, social and
educational development. Together we work to foster
Catholic values that will guide students to become
responsible citizens who embrace the Gospel Message
of Jesus Christ.
We strive to develop a positive school climate that
is built on a culture of safety, respect, trust and social
and emotional support.
The successful candidate will be a practicing Roman
Catholic who has Kentucky certification or can become
eligible for certification. The principal will oversee a
staff of 36 and a student body of over 400 in preschool
and grades pre-K through 8.
Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to
nominate a candidate, email or fax Stephen Koplyay at
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859/392-1589. Candidates should
include a letter of interest, a comprehensive resume,
and a minimum of five (5) professional references. EOE

NOVENA
NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. G.W.

NOVENA
NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. B.M.

NOVENA
NOVENA TO SAINT ANTHONY FOR A SICK CHILD.
St. Anthony, your-love for the Infant Jesus in-spired Him to
reward you by seeing and holding Him in your arms. Help us
to see and love Jesus in all the poor and suffering children in
the world, particularly (name child) whom is afflicted with
(name condition). Intercede for (name the child) asking our
compassionate Lord Jesus to heal him/her so that he/she may
grow to love the Lord and His servant, St. Anthony. Guard this
life that God has created. Let your gentle hand, like that of a
skilled physician, rest lovingly upon this afflicted child that
he/she may be immediately restored to health. Amen. R.V.B.

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500
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Global players join to set vaccine priorities, allocate resources fairly
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

for 92 poorer nations taking part in COVAX, which would
cover 20 percent of their population.
As of mid-December, COVAX said it had secured nearly
two billion doses of several vaccine candidates, which
means all of COVAX’s 190 participating economies “will be
able to access doses to protect vulnerable groups in the
first half of 2021,” according to a WHO press release.
Donated funds will supply at least 1.3 billion doses for 92
eligible countries, it added.
UNICEF, which already works in more than 190 countries and territories to help vaccinate children, is working

not use “cold-chain” management, which is difficult for
communities that are poor, remote or facing natural disaster or conflict.
Chinese and Indian researchers have been developing
COVID-19 vaccines that can be kept viable at room temperature or are tolerant of high temperatures. And
researchers in the United Kingdom are looking at a vaccine that would not be injected but would be in solid-dose
form.
Richer governments have a role in ensuring equitable
global access by not monopolizing vaccine supplies with

Several global institutions are working to find ways to
allocate COVID-19 vaccines in ways that are equitable and
effective in stanching the acute phase of the pandemic.
Everyone must have access to safe vaccines not only
because it is ethical, but also because the infection is global
and if vaccines are not available to everyone, the pandemic
continues, taking even more lives and bringing more harm
to individuals, communities and economies.
But the problem is that COVID-19 vaccines are currently limited, leading to the need to
decide how the vaccines and supplies needed to store and administer them could be distributed in
ways that are ethical and equitable. It is a question all governments, health care providers and
international agencies must grapple with.
With expert input, ready
resources and decades of experience, the most coordinated guidance for an equitable global distribution of COVID-19 vaccines has
been coming from the World
Health Organization. Its global
framework for the equitable and
fair allocation of COVID-19 products emphasizes global cooperation to maximize fair distribution.
From its values-based framework, the WHO proposed a population-based distribution plan. In
phase one, countries would
receive vaccines for 3 percent of
their population, and phase two
would bring the rate up to 20 percent, which is meant to cover prioritized categories.
That priority allocation within
each country, the WHO suggests,
should include health care workers and older adults with countrydefined age cutoffs and groups
who have regionally defined
health conditions that put them at
higher risk of severe disease or
death.
In addition to its value-based
policy recommendations, the
WHO is also part of a vast global
CNS photo/Bruno Kelly, Reuters
effort to turn the proposals into a Municipal health workers travel on a boat along the Solimoes River to apply the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine for COVID-19 to the residents who live
reality for everyone.
along the river in Manacapuru, Amazonas state, Brazil, Feb. 1, 2021. Global institutions are working to find ways to allocate COVID-19 vaccines to
While the richest countries all parts of the globe in ways that are equitable and effective.
could negotiate advance purchase
agreements for vaccines with individual drug companies,
with governments and other partners to bring the vactheir ability to secure deals directly with drug manufacturthat left smaller and poorer nations scrambling. At least 75
cines to the people. UNICEF also is helping prepare the
ers.
percent of the world’s people live in low- and middlecountries by coordinating and supplying transport, logisTedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general of the
income countries.
tics and storage.
WHO, said Jan. 26 that these bilateral deals were putting
A global platform was created called the COVAX
Already expert at supplying countries with single-use
plans to offer rapid and equitable access to COVID-19 vacFacility, which pools individual buying power to procure
syringes and safety boxes for immunization programs,
cines at risk since COVAX must compete for the same limlarge-scale volumes of COVID-19 vaccines for every nation
they plan to buy and deliver “an additional 1 billion
ited supplies and the competition drives up vaccine prices.
or economy that wants to participate. The idea is by poolsyringes for the COVID-19 vaccine in 2021 and then poten“To put it bluntly: many countries have bought more
ing resources and donations, it can negotiate the best
tially scaling up this amount to about 3.5 billion in 2022,”
vaccine than they need,” he said.
prices and get agreements from drug companies on large
according to UNICEF’s supply division website.
“Vaccine nationalism is self-defeating and inefficient,
volume guarantees across a range of promising vaccine
Another effective way to help distribute COVID-19 vacleaving the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people at
candidates.
cines more equitably would be to eliminate the need for
risk,” he warned. “The emergence of rapidly spreading
At present there are 190 economies participating with
storage at ultra-low temperatures.
variants makes the urgent and equitable rollout of vacCOVAX, which promises to offer them fair and equitable
The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations
cines all the more important.”
access to the vaccines using the WHO distribution plan.
(CEPI), which co-leads the COVAX Facility together with
“2021 could be a year with renewed hope that we can
The goal is to get enough doses of COVID-19 vaccines
WHO and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, was launched in 2017
overcome the acute phase of the pandemic,” he said, and
for at least 20 percent of participating countries’ populato develop vaccines to stop epidemics.
“we cannot succeed as countries acting alone. Global solitions and to have 2 billion doses delivered by the end of
CEPI is investing in and evaluating candidate COVID-19
darity is the only way forward.”
2021. Of those 2 billion doses, 1.8 billion were earmarked
vaccines, including “next generation” candidates that do
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“Judas and the Black Messiah” (Warner
Bros.) Compelling fact-based drama, set in the
late 1960s, in which a Chicago car thief facing
a
long
prison
t e r m
Movie
agrees to
Capsule
infiltrate
the local
chapter of
the Black Panther Party and supply information to an FBI agent about the activities of its
charismatic chairman, Fred Hampton. As he
tries to evade detection as an informer, he
becomes increasingly reluctant to support the
law-flouting tactics of the bureau whose racist
director, J. Edgar Hoover, views the Panthers
as a grave threat to national security. Working
from a script he co-wrote with Will Berson,
debuting director Shaka King skillfully maintains interest in this personality-rich study of
conflicted loyalties and in the budding
romance between Hampton and one of his followers. But the concerns raised by the use of
force in response to violent police misconduct
toward minority communities as well as the
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avowedly Marxist ideology underpinning the
Panthers’ outlook require careful discernment
by mature viewers. They’ll also need to withstand a torrent of vulgar dialogue.
Considerable violence with some gore, a premarital relationship and out-of-wedlock pregnancy, frequent profanities, pervasive rough
and crude language. CNS: A-III; MPAA: R.

“Land” (Focus) In actress Robin Wright’s
feature debut as a director, she also plays a
woman so paralyzed by grief over the loss of
her husband and young son that she leaves the
world behind to become a hermit in a small,
isolated cabin amid the mountains of
Wyoming. Having deprived herself of a car or
any other form of transport, she must hunt
and fish to survive but quickly discovers just
how poorly prepared she is for the rigors of life
in the wilderness. After a severe crisis, she
gains the help and instruction of a local man
with whom she gradually forms a healing
bond of friendship. Wright’s meditative drama
features long silences and sweeping views of a
magnificent, unspoiled landscape. Yet witnessing the physical and spiritual purgation her
character undergoes, while a valuable
experience, is not an easy one.
For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicAuthentic emotions and humane values
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”
in a film of serious intent. Probably
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are:
acceptable
for mature adolescents. A
• A-I — general patronage;
suicide theme, nongraphic marital sen• A-II — adults and adolescents;
suality, brief partial nudity, animal gore,
• A-III — adults;
at least one use of profanity, a few
• L — limited adult audience;
milder oaths. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.
• O — morally offensive.
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Kentucky General Assembly update
FRANKFORT — The General Assembly is back from its January
recess. HB149, endorsing Education Opportunity Accounts, was
moved to the Appropriations and Revenue Committee and then the
post-end committee, which means the bill is ready to be heard and
voted on. It has also received another sponsor. Andrew Vandiver,
associate director, Catholic Conference of Kentucky, said he’s heard
very positive feedback from those contacting their legislators, and
urges Catholics to call and make their voices heard until the bill is
passed. They can use the link on CCK’s webpage and e-mail legislators or call the LRC message center at 1-800-372-7181 Monday-Friday.
“This year has really shown just how much parents and grandparents and guardians coming together, how much of a difference they
can make,” said Mr. Vandiver. “The progress we’ve made is completely attributed to folks mobilizing and making their voices heard.
I’m really grateful for that, and I hope the General Assembly recognizes what they’re advocating for and passes HB149.”

National/World

Franciscans mark 600 years as guardians
of Christendom’s most sacred sites
WASHINGTON — Before he became guardian and commissary of
the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in Washington in 2013,
Franciscan Father Larry Dunham made his first trip to the Holy
Land, where his order has cared for the most sacred shrines of
Christendom for centuries. The trip brought out the first fervor he
felt when he became a priest, he told Catholic News Service Feb. 11.
The Franciscans are the custodians of “the patrimony of our
church” and it was “deeply moving” to see firsthand “how incredible this work is,” said the 73-year-old friar. “Where Jesus was born,
where Jesus walked, lived, did his ministry, suffered and died — this
is the center of our faith and grounds us in our faith, the very foundations of our faith,” he added. The Franciscans trace their pres-

ence in the Holy Land to 1217 when St. Francis of Assisi founded the
Province of the Holy Land, a custodian priory of the order he founded in 1209 — formally called the Order of Friars Minor. On Feb. 14,
the order will celebrate the 600th anniversary of Pope Martin V
instituting the Commissaries of the Holy Land Feb. 14, 1421.

Association of Christian Lawyers was acting independently of the
church. It said the conference would not comment on the removal of
public crosses. In a Jan. 17 homily, Bishop Demetrio Fernández
González of Cordoba warned officials Christians would take note of
their actions at election time.

Court says inmate’s pastor should be
with him; Alabama cancels execution

CCUSA receives $1 million grant to
help fire-devastated communities

WASHINGTON — After the Supreme Court blocked the execution
of an Alabama man because it ruled his pastor should be allowed to
be with him, the state canceled the execution. In a divided midnight
vote Feb. 11, the justices upheld a lower court’s ruling that Willie
Smith III’s pastor should be with him in the execution chamber,
which the state opposed. The court also vacated a stay of execution
from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in a separate ruling that said the state failed to provide Smith, who is intellectually
disabled, help in reviewing paperwork that would have allowed him
to choose an alternate method of execution. The Supreme Court’s
action with both decisions would have ultimately allowed the execution to proceed if the state agreed to allow Smith to be accompanied
by his pastor, but the state called off the execution, scheduled for
Feb. 11, just after the court’s order. Commenting on the court’s ruling on Twitter in early morning hours of Feb. 12, Robert Dunham,
executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center, said it
remains unclear if the Supreme Court “believes that the
Constitution requires a state to allow a prisoner to have his religious
adviser minister to him at the time of execution.”

CLEVELAND — A $1 million grant will allow 10 Catholic
Charities agencies in four wildfire-stricken Western states to provide assistance to people burned out of their homes. The grant to
Catholic Charities USA from the Center for Disaster Philanthropy
will enable aid to be delivered over the next 12 to 18 months in
Colorado, California, Oregon and Washington. “It was natural for us
to go to Catholic Charities given their expertise in disaster case
management and given their multistate presence as well as their
deep, deep understanding of local communities and the individuals
in those communities,” Regine Webster, center vice president, told
Catholic News Service Feb. 11. Funds will be distributed through
Catholic Charities agencies in the dioceses of Fresno, Monterey,
Sacramento, Santa Clara, Santa Rosa and Stockton in California, as
well as Catholic Charities of Central Colorado in Colorado Springs;
Catholic Charities of Eastern Washington in Spokane; Catholic
Community Services of Western Washington in Seattle; and
Catholic Charities of Oregon in Portland. Dominican Sister Donna
Markham, president and CEO of Catholic Charities USA, welcomed
the aid, saying the funding will provide for long-term recovery of
people who lost their homes and livelihoods in the fires that swept
through large portions of the country from August through
November.

Spanish lawyers act to prevent
removal of crosses by local officials
VALLADOLID, Spain — A group of Spanish lawyers has
launched petitions and lawsuits to prevent the removal of crosses by
local officials, after claims that Christian symbols are linked with
the country’s former dictatorship. “Many towns are being pressured
to get rid of public crosses, which local people have spent weeks and
months defending,” said Maria Riesco, spokeswoman for the
Association of Christian Lawyers. “We are checking the documentation and investigating each case, as well as maintaining a dialogue
with regional governments in hopes of having them restored.”
Riesco, a Catholic, spoke as the association announced legal proceedings against the mayor of Aguilar de la Frontera, near Cordoba, for
ordering the demolition of a
cross outside the town’s
Carmelite convent. In a Feb. 12
interview with Catholic News
Service, she said the 20-foot concrete cross had been taken
down illegally amid Catholic
protests, in violation of religious freedom. The press office
of the Spanish bishops’ conference told CNS Feb. 12 the
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Judge stops pandemic capacity limits
placed on New York synagogues
BROOKLYN, N.Y. — A federal judge in Brooklyn Feb. 9 permanently blocked New York state capacity limits for worship at
Orthodox synagogues in areas with high rates of COVID-19 infections. The permanent injunction applies to all of the houses of worship in these areas in the state and is one of the first in the country
to stop percentage-of-occupancy limits on worship attendance. Last
year, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo placed restrictions on indoor
worship services in areas with high COVID-19 rates to 10 people in
the most affected areas and 25 people in slightly less affected areas.
In her five-page order, U.S. District Judge Kiyo Matsumoto reversed
a decision she made last October when she rejected the lawsuit filed
by Jewish leaders who claimed the congregation size limits were
unconstitutional. In her ruling, she cited a Feb. 5 Supreme Court
decision that ordered California to allow indoor worship services to
resume during the pandemic. Eric Rassbach, vice president and senior counsel at Becket, a religious liberty law firm, said in a Feb. 9
statement that Matsumoto’s order is “good news for the synagogues,
churches and other houses of worship of New York.”
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A day that begins with prayer is a good day
Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Prayer makes every day better, even the
most difficult days, Pope Francis said.
Prayer transforms a person’s day “into grace, or better, it
transforms us: it appeases anger, sustains love, multiplies joy,
instills the strength to forgive,” the pope said Feb. 10 during
his weekly general audience.
Prayer is a constant reminder that God is nearby and so,
“the problems we face no longer seem to be obstacles to our
happiness, but appeals from God, opportunities to encounter
him,” Pope Francis said, continuing his series of audience
talks about prayer.
“When you start to feel anger, dissatisfaction or something
negative, stop and say, ‘Lord, where are you and where am I
going?’ The Lord is there,” the pope said. “And he will give you

the right word, a piece of advice for moving forward without
this bitter, negative taste, because prayer is always — to use a
secular word — positive. It moves you forward.”
“When we are accompanied by the Lord, we feel more
courageous, freer and also happier,” he said. “So, let’s pray
always and for everyone, even our enemies. This is what
Jesus advised us, ‘Pray for your enemies.’”
By placing one in touch with God, the pope said, “prayer
inclines us toward an overabundant love.”
In addition to praying for one’s family and friends, Pope
Francis asked people to “pray above all for people who are
sad, for those who weep in solitude and despair that there still
might be someone who loves them.”
Prayer, he said, helps people love others, “despite their
mistakes and sins. The person is always more important than
his or her actions, and Jesus did not judge the world, but he

CNS photo/Vatican Media

Pope Francis delivers his blessing during his general audience in
the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican Feb. 10, 2021.
The pope spoke about the importance of daily prayer.
saved it.”
“Those people who always are judging others have an
awful life; they are always condemning, judging,” he said. “It’s
a sad, unhappy life. Jesus came to save us. Open your heart,
forgive, excuse the others, understand them, be close to them,
have compassion and tenderness, like Jesus.”
At the end of the audience, Pope Francis led prayers for all
who died or were injured Feb. 7 in northern India when part
of a glacier broke off, setting off a major flood that smashed
two hydroelectric dams that were under construction. More
than 200 people were feared dead.
He also expressed his best wishes to the millions of people
in Asia and around the world who will celebrate Lunar New
Year Feb. 12.
Pope Francis said he hoped all those celebrating would
enjoy a year of “fraternity and solidarity. At this time when
there are such strong worries about facing the challenges of
the pandemic, which touches not only people’s bodies and
souls, but also impacts social relationships, I hope that each
person may enjoy the fullness of health and serenity.”

