
Laura Keener 
Editor 

“The sign of  an active parish, that the parish is indeed alive with 
Jesus Christ, is bringing in new members, assisting people to hear 
God’s voice,” said Bishop Roger Foys at this year’s Rite of  Election. 
“COVID-19 has affected the lives of  everyone and every institution, 
including our parishes, but despite this pandemic you are here. My 
congratulations to the parish priests and all the people in the 
parishes you represent, for not only keeping the faith but sharing 
the faith.” 

In two services at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Feb. 
21, 46 candidates and 32 catechumens from 23 parishes were pre-
sented to Bishop Foys for the Rite of  Election. Candidates are bap-
tized Christians seeking full communion with the Catholic Church. 
Catechumens are unbaptized persons converting to Catholicism. 
During the Rite of  Election Catechumens are accepted as this 
year’s “elect” — God’s chosen people — and are enrolled in the Book 
of  the Elect. Both the elect and the candidates will enter into full 
communion with the Church during the Easter Vigil, April 3, at 

their parish. 
During his homily, Bishop Foys explained that the word “elec-

tion” as it is used in the Church, is quite different from what is 
familiar in the United States and politics. 

“When we hear ‘election’ we think of  opposing candidates vying 
for the same position. One will be a winner. That is not how we 
mean election in the context of  what we do,” he said. “You have 
been chosen by God, you have been elected for a new a life.” 

Bishop Foys acknowledged that on this day, in cathedral church-
es all over the world , the chosen come together with their sponsors 
and pastors to “answer God’s call and be enrolled in the body of  
believers.” 

“Each of  you has your own story about what it was that you rec-
ognized as the call from God — what it was that has led you to this 
time, to this place, on this day, to answer that call to join the commu-
nity of  believers in the Catholic Church,” Bishop Foys said. “We 
thank God you are being chosen and for you answering God’s 
embrace now for a new life.”
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The Rite of  Election was held, 
Feb. 21, at the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington.  

(left and below) Twenty-three 
parishes in the Diocese of  
Covington presented candi-
dates and catechumens seek-
ing full communion with the 
Catholic Church to Bishop 
Roger Foys. The names of  the 
catechumens — now the 
“elect” — are entered into 
each parish’s Book of  the 
Elect.  

(bottom, left) Father Gerald 
Reinersman, pastor, presents 
the St. Joseph Parish, Cold 
Spring, Book of  the Elect to 
Bishop Foys for his signature.
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

As the season of  Lent began Ash Wednesday, some were 
questioning, “Why do we need another season of  Lent, 
we’ve been living Lent for an entire year?” 

“Yes, we’ve had a Lent this last year where our lives 
have been upset, when we have been deprived of  things we 
have taken for granted; everyone has had to make sacri-
fices in one way or another,” said Bishop Roger Foys in his 
homily Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. “We need another Lent 
because at the end of  Lent we are supposed to be better 
than when we went in. I think that’s a question we can all 
ask ourselves, are we any better, are we any different, now 
than a year ago March? Has anything good come from this 
pandemic in our own lives — in our spiritual lives?” 

Lent is the penitential season of  prayer, sacrifice and 
almsgiving — 40 days leading up to Holy Week when the 
Church commemorates the final days of  Jesus’ suffering 
and death on the Cross, culminating in the salvation of  
mankind with Christ’s resurrection at Easter. During Lent 

the faithful are to examine their lives and to determine 
what they can give up doing or begin doing that will make 
them a more faithful follower of  Christ. During the Second 
Vatican Council the Church fathers decided to allow the 
faithful to determine what sacrifice they would make dur-
ing Lent, instead of  the Church-prescribed 40 days of  fast-
ing and partial abstinence.  

“The Church says you know what will be a sacrifice for 
you, you know what will make you a better person at the 
end of  the Lenten season,” Bishop Foys said. “That’s the 
whole purpose of  Lent, to work on our relationship with 
God; to at the end of  Lent be closer to the Lord than we 
were at the beginning, to enter the desert, to focus on the 
Lord and not on ourselves.” 

In recent years Bishop Foys has turned to the internet 
searching for sacrifices people are “giving up.” Here are 
some of  the popular finds that he found noteworthy this 
year. 

“Some will surprise you. They surprise me,” he said. 
Guilt: I’m loved by Jesus and he has forgiven my sins. 

Today is a new day and the past is behind us. 
Fear: God is on my side. In him I am more than a con-

queror. 
The need to please everyone: There is only one we need 

to please — God. 
Envy: I am blessed, my value is not found in my posses-

sions but in my relationship with my heavenly Father. 
Impatience: God’s timing is the perfect timing. 
Sense of  entitlement: The world does not owe me any-

thing, God does not owe me anything — I should live in 
humility and grace. 

Bitterness and resentment: The only person I hurt by 
holding on to bitterness and resentment is myself. 

Blame: I am not going to pass the buck, I am going to 
take responsibility for my actions. 

Gossip and negativity: Gossip is a great sin in our soci-
ety; avoid those who are negative. 

Comparison: There is no one else like me. 
Fear of  failure: You don’t succeed without failure; just 

make sure when you fail you fall forward. 
Spirit of  poverty: Believe that with God there is always 

more than enough. 
Feeling of  unworthiness: How often do we not volun-

teer for something because we feel we aren’t good enough; 
you are fearfully and wonderfully made by your creator. 

Doubt: Believe that God has a plan for you that is 
beyond anything that you can imagine — doubting God is 
a sin. 

Self-pity: God comforts us in our sorrow. 
Pride: Scripture says pride goes before the fall — 

blessed are the humble. 
Worry: God is in control and worrying will not help. 
“If  we gave up even half  of  these, think of  how much 

better all of  us would be at the end of  Lent,” Bishop Foys 
said. “We would be different people. We would be more 
open to God and the Spirit in our lives and more open to 
others.” 

Time on social media, cell phones and other digital 
devices is another sacrifice Bishop Foys encouraged. “Too 
much of  anything is not good,” he said. Look at the device 
weekly report and “think, what could I have done during 
that time?” 

“Lent is a time to be about someone else other than the 
‘I,’” Bishop Foys said. “It is a time to go out in the desert 
with the Lord and to do something during Lent that will 
benefit someone other than myself.” 
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Lent — a time to go into the desert, to grow closer to God and others

(left) Three crystal dishes hold the ashes that were blessed (bottom left) and 
distributed (bottom right), Feb. 17, at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. This year, instead of  marking the forehead with a 
form of  a cross, ashes were sprinkled on the crown of  the head.  

The practice of  sprinkling ashes is common in Rome and other countries. 
During the pandemic, the Vatican directed that sprinkling be used by all 
countries in order to protect the faithful and mitigate the spread of  the virus.

Monthly  
Holy Hour 

(left) During 
Benediction, Feb. 18, 
Bishop Roger Foys  
raises the monstrance, 
blessing the priests  
and people attending 
the monthly Holy Hour 
praying for the  
sanctification of  
priests, victims of   
child sexual abuse  
by priests and an end  
to the pandemic.  

The next Holy Hour 
will be held Thursday, 
March 18 at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  
the Assumption, 
Covington.
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Messenger staff  report 
As the state of  Kentucky antici-

pates opening up, March 1, vaccina-
tions to its third tier — tier 1C — 
school personnel in the Diocese of  
Covington received a second “shot 
of  hope.” Tier 1C includes anyone 
age 60 or older, anyone age 16 or 
older with highest C19 risk condi-
tions and all essential workers. 

Last weekend, Feb. 20–21, nearly 
all Catholic school personnel in the 
Diocese of  Covington who had 
received a first dose of  the COVID-19 
vaccine, received their second dose. 
School personnel in Mason County 
and Harrison County received their 
second doses on Wednesday, Feb. 17 
and Friday, Feb. 19, respectively. The 
vaccinations were administered by 
staff  from their local health depart-
ment. School personnel in Boone, 
Campbell and Kenton counties 
received their second dose on 
Saturday or Sunday, Feb. 20 or 21, at 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare Training 
Center. Only a handful were unable 
to receive their second dose due to quarantine. 

A person is considered to be fully vaccinated two weeks fol-
lowing and up to 90 days after a second dose of  the vaccine. 
Based on this information, over 90 percent of  Catholic school 

personnel in the Diocese 
of  Covington will be fully 
vaccinated by the second 
week of  March. 

Additionally, on 
Monday, Feb. 15, 
Governor Andy Beshear 
announced that child 
care workers have been 
moved to tier 1B for vacci-
nations and could imme-
diately begin scheduling 
vaccinations. Staff  mem-
bers at parish preschools 
or childcares can now 
schedule individual 
appointments. They will 
need to provide an ID and 
proof  of  employment. 

Kendra McGuire, 
superintendent of  
Schools, shared this infor-
mation with pastors and 
principals, Feb. 22., in an 
e-mail. She also offered 
the following updated 
information from John 

Stanton, director of  External Affairs for Kenton County. 
New daily COVID-19 cases in Northern Kentucky contin-

ued to decline this week.  Average daily case rates in all four 
counties (Boone, Campbell, Kenton, and Grant) remain in the 

“red” (critical) zone, however rates are very close to being 
downgraded to the “orange” zone. Currently, there are: 

— 1,965 cases who are infectious and in isolation (almost a 
thousand fewer than the Friday before). 

— 35,429 cases who are no longer infectious. 
— 250 deaths (10 more deaths since last Friday). 
— 37,644 total cases of  COVID-19 in Northern Kentucky 

since the beginning of  the pandemic. 
There are now four cases of  the UK variant strain in NKY. 

All of  these cases are connected through close contact, which 
reinforces the importance of  isolation of  cases and quaran-
tine of  close contacts in preventing the spread of  the virus. 

The NKY vaccination infrastructure grew the week of  
Feb. 15–19 to include multiple vaccination sites operated by 
NKY Health, St. Elizabeth Healthcare and HealthPoint 
Family Care, along with the Kroger clinic at the NKY 
Convention Center, 13 Walgreens sites and three independent 
pharmacies. For a full list of  sites in Northern Kentucky 
offering COVID-19 vaccinations, visit: 
https://nkyhealth.org/individual-or-family/health-
alerts/coronavirus-covid-19-home/covid-19-vaccination/. 

While Kroger and the pharmacies focused on 1st doses for 
Phase 1B individuals age 70 and over, the other providers 
administered 1st and 2nd doses for this group as well as con-
tinued to provide 2nd doses to healthcare workers, first 
responders, and K-12 personnel (St. Elizabeth).   

In the coming weeks, as Phase 1B begins to slow down, 
some sites will be scheduling individuals from Phase 1C, with 
people age 60 and over being prioritized. It was also 
announced that the federal government will be doubling its 
vaccine doses to the Walgreens and independent pharmacies 
(to approximately 200 doses per site per week) and increasing 
allotments to the state by 29 percent. Kentucky will start 
receiving 87,860 doses per week starting next week. 

Through Feb. 18, the following progress in vaccinating 
Northern Kentuckians has been made: 

— 57,557 doses of  vaccine have been administered to NKY 
residents (over 17 percent of  the eligible population ages 16 
and over), which is 11,000 more doses since last week. 

— 40,627 (12.3 percent) of  NKY residents have received a 
1st dose – an increase of  approx. 6,000 since the week prior.   

— 16,930 (5.1 percent) of  NKY residents have received both 
doses – an increase of  approx. 5,000 since the week prior. 

Demand for vaccinations in NKY continues to be high. 
Vaccine supply is increasing from both the federal and state 
levels to our region, although there are still not yet enough 
doses coming in to meet the demand. However, this should 
continue to improve over time. 

This past week, Feb. 22–26, two new sites — Walmart in 
Alexandria and Kroger Little Clinic in Walton — started pro-
viding vaccinations.   

Vaccination clinics will continue focusing on residents age 
70 and over and childcare workers, and some sites may be able 
to begin scheduling individuals age 60 and over.  
Walgreens/CVS will finish vaccinations for long-term care 
residents and staff. In addition, NKY Health will be sending 
nurses to vaccinate low-income elderly residents in senior liv-
ing settings as part of  its vulnerable populations outreach.
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Messenger staff  report 
Holy Trinity School, Bellevue, received through its web-

site a threat of  violence Tuesday, Feb. 16. Katie Jacobs, princi-
pal, immediately called Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  
Catholic Schools and the Bellevue Police Department, who 
opened an investigation into the threat and increased securi-
ty at the school. Parents were notified via e-mail that evening. 

The next day, Wednesday, Feb. 17, the investigation led to a 
Boone County juvenile being taken into custody by Bellevue 
City Police, in cooperation with Boone County Police. At the 

school, Bellevue Police and Mayor Charlie Cleves made a pro-
tective presence around the school campus while students 
and teachers went about the school day. 

Based on the details of  the investigation it was determined 
that Holy Trinity School was not in any danger and every-
thing returned to normal, Thursday, Feb. 18. 

“We thank our law enforcement officers for taking serious 
any threat against our school and pray that God will continue 
to protect them as they work to keep our school community a 
safe place to learn,” said Ms. Jacobs.

Police investigation finds Holy Trinity 
School ‘not in danger’

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Feb. 27 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, 
4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 28 
Mass followed by baptism, 
Cathedral Basilica, 
Covington, 10 a.m. 

March 1 
Individual meeting, 10 a.m. 
(virtual) 

Deans’ meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

March 2 
Funeral, St. Joseph Parish, 
Cold Spring, 10 a.m. 

March 4 
Individual meeting, 9 a.m. 

COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

March 6 
Installation of Father Niby 
Kannai as pastor, St. Edward 
Parish, Cynthiana, 5:30 p.m. 

March 7  
Installation of Father Harry 
Settle as pastor, St. Cecilia 
Parish, Independence,  
11 a.m. 

 

Catholic school personnel receive second ‘shot of hope’  
and more vaccination sites open in NKY as next tier approaches

The information below includes reported cases from 
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and  
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There 
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not 
including administrators, faculty and staff and  
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at 
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and  
religious houses. 
 
Positive Cases 
Active positive cases: 47 
Recovered positive cases: 781 
Total ever positive cases: 828 
 

Currently Self-quarantined 
Close Contacts: 119 
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 68

Coronavirus Report  
(as of Monday, Feb. 22) 

Keener photo

DPAA makes progress as video nears completion 
The 2021 Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal continued its progress, Feb. 22, with the 
recording of  the DPAA video. Mark Czarnik and the crew from A-1 Professional Video 
was onsite at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption recording Bishop Roger Foys.  
Mr. Czarnik said that several of  the other people who will be sharing their life stories  
or ministries have already been recorded. The video now moves into the editing and  
processing phase. The DPAA video will be shown in all parishes on Announcement 
Weekend, March 13–14, and will be available for viewing on the diocesan website, 
www.covdio.org. This year’s theme “For God did not send His Son into the World to  
condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him,” (John 3:17) is 
taken from the Gospel reading that weekend.

2021 DPAA  
Important dates

March 6–7 
Pre-announcement weekend — 
parishioners will have received 
materials in the mail 

March 13–14 
Announcement weekend — 
DPAA video shown at parishes  

March 20–21 
Commitment weekend 

April 10–11 
Follow-up weekend 
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From a narrative perspective, the parables of  Jesus 
engaged the hearer in a dynamic of  “imaginative shock.” 
In the encounter with the divine love disclosed in such 
“stories of  God,” mistaken operating assumptions about 
one’s relationship to God and to others are shattered and 

turned upside down. The 
horizon that then opens 
up calling for an ensuing 
moment of  conversion 
enabled the hearer to 
reimagine life and the 
world in a radically new 
way. Now reality can be 
seen in the light of  the 
kingdom of  God. 

Of  all the parables of  
Jesus, the Parable of  the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 
10: 25-37) illustrates that 
dialectic in an unparal-
leled way. It is difficult for 
modern readers to appre-
ciate the depth of  the 

centuries-old hostility between Jews and Samaritans. In 
its original historical setting of  the first century, a faith-
ful Jew would find it to be utterly unthinkable to identify 
with the despised Samaritan who was regarded as a for-
eigner, a heretic, a sinner. 

However, a Jewish layman could not identify with the 
other travelers, temple personnel, for he was neither 
priest nor Levite. The only plausible option, then, would 
be to see oneself  as the victim in the ditch, robbed, 
stripped, beaten and near death. 

And, there’s the shock! Jesus’ parable stands in con-
trast to an anticipated story line of  the time, a triad of  
travelers with a typical cast of  a priest, a Levite and an 
Israelite. Yet, in Jesus’ parable, “the non-neighbor” who is 
not an Israelite acts as neighbor to one in desperate need. 
Expectations are reversed — the hero lives outside 
covenant solidarity. In effect, the concept of  “neighbor” 
has been broadened beyond the traditional understand-
ing of  the Law that had limited covenantal responsibili-
ties to Jews and resident aliens. 

In the words of  Benedictine Abbot Jerome Kodell a 
dimension of  the aftershock emerges in the unimagin-
able awareness that a Samaritan, one who was excluded 
from the covenant, was “performing a loving service 
avoided by Jewish religious leaders.” Abbot Kodell com-
ments: “‘Neighbor’ is not a matter of  blood bonds or 
nationality or religious communion; it is determined by 
the attitude a person has toward others.” 

In the same vein, the late Passionist Father Carroll 
Stuhlmueller (d. 1994) stated: “Hatred was a mild word for 
describing the relation between Jews and Samaritans. 
Because the Samaritan was moved with compassion for 
the injured Jewish man, lying on the side of  the road 
which led to Jericho, mugged by robbers, the Samaritan 
exemplified the Jewish law more perfectly than the priest 
who had passed by the injured man without offering any 
help.”  At the end of  the story, the state of  the question on 
the greatest commandment is reversed, for Jesus speaks 
of  “neighbor” in an expansive sense, not as an object but 
as a subject. He asks — “which of  the three, in your opin-
ion was neighbor to the man who fell in with robbers?” 
(Luke 10:36)  

Thus, the story of  the Good Samaritan has addressed 
the lawyer’s disingenuous challenge — “And who is my 
neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) — with a counter question. The 
tables are turned! The lawyer who had viewed the neigh-
bor as an object is now being challenged.  

In “Deus Caritas Est” (2005), his inaugural encyclical, 
Pope Benedict XVI offered a succinct summary of  the 
parable’s revolutionary teaching on the meaning of  
“neighbor”: “Until that time, the concept of  ‘neighbor’ 
was understood as referring essentially to one’s country-

men and to foreigners who had settled in the land of  
Israel; in other words, to the closely-knit community of  a 
single country or people. This limit is now abolished. 
Anyone who needs me, and whom I can help, is my neigh-
bor.”  

While the parable tends to universalize the concept of  
“neighbor,” at the same time the meaning is not abstract 
and generic but concrete and calling “for my own practi-
cal commitment here and now.” (DCE, n. 15) 

In his theological study, “Jesus of  Nazareth” (2007), 
Pope Benedict XVI engages in a lengthier reflection on 
the Parable of  the Good Samaritan. His exegesis of  the 
text highlights the conventional religious viewpoint in 
Jesus’ time which limited the circle of  concern by defin-
ing “neighbor” as “a fellow member of  one’s community,” 
“a community of  solidarity.” 

But, after his exegetical interpretation of  the biblical 
meaning of  the story, Pope Benedict XVI explained sever-
al allegorical readings beyond the literal meaning of  the 
text. For example, a Christological standpoint was one 
such accommodation of  the text developed by the ancient 
Christian writers. The great patristic writers identified 
the victim in the ditch as “The image of  Everyman” and 

the Samaritan as “the image of  Jesus Christ himself, who 
for us is foreign and distant, has set out to take care of  his 
wounded creature.” 

Through the prism of  the redemptive incarnation, the 
Church Fathers envision God as seeing “man alienated 
and helpless by the roadside of  history and God himself  
becoming man’s neighbor in Jesus Christ ...” 

The theme of  love in this parable prepares us to real-
ize “that we are all ‘alienated,’ in need of  redemption.” 
Moreover, the parable creates a consciousness that “we 
are all in need of  the gift of  God’s redeeming love our-
selves, so that we too can become lovers in return.” 

“Deus Caritas Est,” discusses the parables of  “The 
Rich Man and Lazarus” (Luke 16:19-31), of  “The Good 
Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37), and of  “The Last Judgment” 
(Matt 25:31-46) to confirm a principle: “Love can be ‘com-
manded’ because it has first been given.” (DCE, nn. 14-15) 

The encyclical states: “In the Church’s liturgy, in her 
prayer, in the living community of  believers, we experi-
ence the love of  God, we perceive his presence, and thus 
we learn to recognize that presence in our daily lives.” 
The core of  Christian love is rooted in the reality that 
God “has loved us first, and he continues to do so; we too 
can respond with love.” The initiative of  God’s love 
“makes us see and experience his love, and since he has 
‘loved us first’, love can also blossom as a response within 
us.” (DCE, n. 17)  

Therefore, according to “Deus Caritas Est,” what is 
central to Jesus’ teaching on love is the encounter with 
God’s agape that weaves “faith, worship, and ethos” into 
“a single reality.” Agape also became a term for the 
Eucharist for in the sacrament “God’s own agape comes 
to us bodily, in order to continue his work in and through 
us.” 

Here Pope Benedict XVI stresses that “‘[w]orship itself, 
Eucharistic communion, includes the reality of  being 
loved and of  loving others in turn.” If  the Eucharist does 
not engender the practice of  love concretely, worship 
becomes “intrinsically fragmented.”  

In this regard, the parable of  the Good Samaritan 
illustrates that “love can be ‘commanded’ because it has 
first been given.” (DCE, n. 14)  

In her comprehensive study “Parables for Preachers” 
(2000), Dominican Sister Barbara E. Reid notes that hero-
ic acts of  mercy are rooted in the very mystery of  God’s 
steadfast love portrayed in the parable: “… because this is 
how God acts. And so, one who wants to keep God’s Law 
does the same.” 

Reflecting upon the patristic allegorical interpretation 
of  the story of  the Good Samaritan mentioned by the 
Holy Father, the well-known New Testament scholar 
spells out the implications of  the metaphor of  the “view 
from the ditch.” It becomes an invitation “to see the hated 
enemy as the merciful face of  God.” She notes that “for 
some it is only possible to accept this message after hav-
ing reached the depths of  need, having been stripped of  
one’s own resources.” 

The transformation effected by the inbreaking of  
divine compassion by “[a]ccepting godly mercy opens the 
wellsprings of  compassion so that one may come to 
regard every person as neighbor and in turn be a doer of  
mercy across boundaries.”  

In concluding his meditation on the parable of  the 
Good Samaritan, Pope Benedict XVI conveys a kindred 
spiritual insight drawn from the graciousness of  God’s 
love incarnate in Jesus Christ. He writes: “Everyone is 
‘alienated,’ especially from love ... everyone must first be 
healed and filled with God’s gifts. But then everyone is 
called to become a Samaritan — to follow Christ and 
become like him. When we do that, we live rightly. We 
love rightly, when we become like him, who loved all of  
us first.” 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episco-
pal liaison to the Messenger and professor of  theology at 
Thomas More University.

The Good Samaritan … ‘the image of Jesus Christ’

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler

‘… how can we fail to mention  
all those daily gestures of  openness,  

sacrifice and unselfish care  
which countless people lovingly make  

in families, hospitals, orphanages,  
homes for the elderly and other centers  

or communities which defend life?  
Allowing herself  to be guided  

by the example of  Jesus  
the ‘Good Samaritan’ (cf. Luke 10: 29-37)  

and upheld by his strength,  
the Church has always been in the front line 

in providing charitable help:  
so many of  her sons and daughters, 

 especially men and women Religious,  
in traditional and ever new forms, 

 have consecrated and continue to consecrate 
their lives to God, freely giving  

of  themselves out of  love  
for their neighbor, especially for the weak 

and needy. These deeds  
strengthen the bases of   

the “civilization of  love and life” . . .’ 
— Pope St. John Paul II, “Evangelium Vitae” 

(“The Gospel of Life,” 1995): n. 27. 
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COMMENTARY

Lent — time for home safety
Somewhere along the way, today, I sit at my keyboard 

pondering an appropriate subject matter. Since I am torn 
between beneficial Lenten exercises or home safety, it seems 
time to flip a coin. Meanwhile, my mind races as I listen to 

James Galway’s rendition of  
the wild and woolly “Sabre 
Dance.” Not helping. But, ah! 
... now more relaxed, com-
fortable, reasonable thoughts 
accompany the theme from 
“The Thorn Birds,” quickly 
followed by “Claire de 
Lune,” both all-time 
favorites. 

Calmer now and without 
a coin flip, I freely choose to 
contemplate Lent and ways 
to make the most of  it, even 
though it began a few days 
ago. Seems best to address 

home safety in the Spring. 
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio is a professor of  theology, 

business owner, professional performer and New York 
Times best-selling author. The good doctor and father of  five 
allows in his recent Internet post that Lent “is supposed to 
be a season of  a successful journey through the ‘desert of  
penance’ to a new land and a new, deeper, intimacy with 
God.” 

I wonder what practicing Catholic Christian could fault 
such a noble goal? 

Yet, being an honest man and educator, Dr. D’Ambrosio 
shares that we often “find ourselves going back to the same 
old Lenten pathways of  past years and end up getting 
nowhere.” Thus, his aim here and now is to “help you 
approach the season in a new way so Lent can become for 
you the experience of  lasting change that it is intended to 
be.” 

With that, I am instantly reminded of  these poignant 
words from a recent homily, “One who meets Jesus is never 
the same.” 

At this juncture, I am happy to mention Dr. Marcellino’s 
book, “Forty Days, Forty Ways: A New Look At Lent.” 
Highlights from his 40 ways are as follows: 

Lenten resolutions: 
— On your Lenten journey, seek the Holy Spirit’s guid-

ance. Make practical Lenten resolutions. You can start with 
just one idea, not three or more. In a suggested 30 minutes of  
prayer, especially early in your 40 days, turn off  your phone 
and computer. Capturing 30 minutes of  quiet is worth the 
effort, even if  you must get up early or go to bed late. He fur-
ther insists, “Don’t put it off  and don’t allow interruptions.” 

Lenten Eucharistic ideas: 
— Spend 30 minutes in Eucharistic adoration once each 

week of  Lent. You need not be in front of  the Blessed 
Sacrament visible in the monstrance. It’s just as powerful to 
sit quietly before a tabernacle. 

Lenten repentance: 
— Get to confession at least once during Lent after a thor-

ough examination of  conscience. Dr. D’Ambrosio’s CD, 

Remembering lives of consequenceListen to Him
All lives are consequential, for every human being is 

an idea of  God’s, and everyone is a someone for whom 
the Son of  God, the second Person of  the Blessed Trinity, 

entered history, suffered, 
died— and was raised from 
the dead to display within 
history a new, glorified 
humanity. Thus to every 
life, as Mrs. Loman noted 
in “Death of  a Salesman,” 
“attention must be paid.” 
Or as C.S. Lewis reminded 
us in “The Weight of  
Glory,” “there are no ordi-
nary people,” for everyone 
you meet has an eternal 
destiny. 

Still, while every life is 
fascinating, some lives 
leave a deeper impress on 
history than others, and 

they’re all the more fascinating for it. Over seven 
decades, it’s been my privilege to know many such men 
and women. Some, I’ve worked with closely; others, 
including more casual acquaintances, I’ve admired from 
a greater distance. During my early years as a practition-
er of  the weekly newspaper column, I’d occasionally rec-
ollect a consequential life by way of  obituary tributes (or 
laments). Time moves far more rapidly as life goes on, 
however. And as time seems to accelerate, so do the num-
ber of  deaths in one’s circle of  acquaintances, colleagues 
and friends. 

In any event, earlier this year it occurred to me that I’d 
been writing rather a lot of  obituary columns in recent 
years and that a collection of  them, suitably edited, might 
make an interesting book when combined with similar 
pieces written in the more distant past. My friends at 
Ignatius Press agreed, and the result has just been pub-
lished: “Not Forgotten: Elegies for, and Reminiscences, of, 
a Diverse Cast of  Characters, Most of  Them Admirable.”  

The 68 small essays in the book cover a lot of  territory, 
geographically and in terms of  human personalities. 
There are saints I’ve known (John Paul II) and martyrs 
whose beatification causes I’ve tried to help advance 
(Franz Jägerstätter and Francis X. Ford, M.M.). There are 
politicians and statesmen who bent the course of  history 
in one direction or another (Lindy Boggs, Václav Havel, 
Henry Hyde, Scoop Jackson, Max Kampelman, Pat 
Moynihan, Anwar Sadat, and Sargent Shriver). There are 

men whose books I once read in college and graduate 
school who later became friends and colleagues (Peter 
Berger, James Billington, Avery Dulles, SJ, Leszek 
Kołakowski, Richard John Neuhaus, Michael Novak, and 
James Schall, SJ). There are rock’n’roll legends (Denny 
Doherty and Cass Elliott of  The Mamas and The Papas), 
one longtime communist and master of  the five-string 
banjo (Pete Seeger), and three heroes in the National 
Baseball Hall of  Fame (Frank Robinson, Jackie 
Robinson, and Earl Weaver). There are princes of  the 
Church (Bernardin Gantin, Francis George, OMI, 
Lubomyr Husar, MSU, and Aaron Jean-Marie Lustiger). 
There is a man I once loathed and then came to love 
(Chuck Colson). There are fellow scribblers, far more tal-
ented than I (Fouad Ajami, Bill Buckley, Charles 
Krauthammer, Tom Wolfe, and Herman Wouk). And then 
there are my parents and my late son-in-law. 

I deliberately chose the word “diverse” in my subtitle 
because “diversity” is getting a lot of  attention these 
days. And I must confess that much of  the “diversity” 
talk I hear strikes me as ideologically intoxicated: “diver-
sity” means the preemptive and presumptuous catego-
rization — better, pigeon-holing — of  people by race, sex, 
nature of  desire, or that fanciful and dangerous chimera, 
“gender.” 

By contrast, virtually all the consequential lives 
remembered (and in most instances celebrated) in “Not 
Forgotten” manifest “diversity” in a far nobler way. For 
most of  those in my cast of  characters embody, quite 
diversely, the creative, purposeful, vocational living that 
is possible for everyone, irrespective of  what boxes we 
happen to tick on a census form.  

We are not pre-programmed creatures, like the artifi-
cially fabricated humans of  “Brave New World” whose 
earthly destiny is pre-determined in a test tube. No: in the 
biblical view of  things, anyone can live the virtues with 
the help of  grace, and wickedness is an ever-present 
temptation to us all. That is the human condition and to 
suggest otherwise is to demean human dignity. 

 For all their differences, the men and women in my 
album of  elegies and reminiscences all teach important 
lessons about what it means to live a worthy life. Some, 
admittedly, teach it along the old via negative — the road 
we ought not travel. But that is another reason why they, 
like those who are Lewis’s “immortal splendors,” should 
not be forgotten. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the second Sunday of  Lent — Cycle 
B are: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Roman 8:31b-34 
and Mark 9:2-10. 

One of  the hardest things for contemporary Christians to 
acknowledge is that in the 
Western world we no 
longer live in a “Christian 
culture.” As the theologian, 
Larry Chapp has forcefully 
stated, “the idea that our 
culture is post-Christian is 
an antiquated bromide that 
is dangerous because it 
masks a truth that is even 
more troubling. And that 
truth is that our culture is 
now post-post Christian 
insofar as the last vestiges 
of  any real cultural influ-
ence of  by historic, conven-

tional Christianity are now long gone.” 
There is not even the chance at “religion by proxy,” as 

Chapp terms it, meaning that many who have fallen into 
indifference — those who do not practice the faith — can not 
be glad there is still a vital number of  those who do practice 
the faith and can find some measure of  “comfort in knowing 
that Christianity was still around.” 

It would be tempting to be deeply discouraged by this 
state of  affairs which gives every appearance of  accelerat-
ing, but with every crisis there is a call to conversion. As 
Psalm 116 proclaims, “I believed even when I said, ‘I am 
greatly afflicted.’” 

This affliction of  the contemporary abandonment of  
faith in Jesus Christ — that confrontation with the suffering 
of  Christ because of  the world’s rejection —offers a deep 
call to conversion, as it allows us to see more clearly the sin 
of  the world. St. John’s Gospel teaches us the sin of  the 
world is that pernicious refusal to believe in the Son of  God, 
the word made flesh that gives intelligence, meaning, pur-
pose and redemption to all creation. 

That sin of  the world often takes the form of  subtle unbe-
lief  born of  pride and human ambition, and the desire for 
human respect that wraps itself  around the essence of  every-
thing — like a serpent burrowing in and slowly coiling itself  
around our person, our lives, our work and even the Church. 
It tempts us to become enamored of  our own initiatives, 
power, programs and accomplishments such that we become 
less conscious of  and connected to Christ Jesus, who died, 
was raised, and is at the right hand of  God interceding for 
us. Perhaps we find ourselves working for Him and invoking 
His name, but not really living, “through Him, and with Him, 
and in Him” as our holy Communion with Him demands. 

We see this existential and spiritual disaster of  the inva-
sion of  Satan’s pride, and our own, even in Peter, James and 
John’s encounter when they are given a vision of  the glory 
of  Lord in the Transfiguration. Peter did not want to answer 
the call to convert and contemplate, he wanted to turn the 
vision into an ad campaign for the cause. So, if  those who 
were most intimate with the Lord cannot quite get it right, 
how are we to confront this sin of  world at work in us? How 
are we to confront this existential pride that takes even the 
very vision of  God, reduces it and tries to make it conform 
to the confines of  what we find “acceptable” instead of  
answering the call to deep conversion? 

We must listen to him. Not ourselves. Not the world. But 
we must listen to him. However, the various wounds of  our 
human condition mar our ability to accept this straightfor-
ward solution. Our hearing, seeing and living, have to be 
purified to listen aright. That is what our Lenten disciplines 
of  prayer, fasting and almsgiving are all about.  

The vision, presence, truth, grace and mercy of  Jesus 
Christ are given to us because God so loved the world. But, 
as the novelist Flannery O’Conner noted “grace is the free 
gift of  God, but in order to put yourself  in the way of  being 
receptive to it you have to practice self-denial.” 

Self-denial is what puts us in the place of  humility, 
wherein we give up our pride and are able to call out from 
the depths of  our heart, “O Lord, I am YOUR servant.” That 
is what allows us to move from a cultural Catholicism and a 
religion by proxy to a deep conversion and a transforming 
holy Communion such, that shorn of  pride and worldliness, 
we can finally “listen to Him” and be saved. 

Father Phillip W. DeVous is pastor of  St. Charles Parish, 
Flemingsburg, and St. Rose Parish, May’s Lick, Ky.

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

Father Phillip DeVous

GO AND GLORIFY

(Continued on page 9)
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Matthew’s Gospel invites us to remember that we are responsible for helping 
all our sisters and brothers, even those who are strangers to us. When we do 
this, we care for Christ. Through its Lenten “Stories of  Hope” Catholic Relief  
Services invites us to reflect and make room in our hearts to welcome the 
stranger. This week we meet a couple from Madagascar. 

What is your favorite show or movie? Why do you like it? Has it taught 
you anything new or interesting? 

In Madagascar, families gather to watch puppet shows that entertain and 
teach. They love seeing the brightly colored puppets talk to each other, tell 
stories and ask the crowd questions. After each show, parents leave with new 
information to help their families. 

Half  of  all children in Madagascar are undernourished, meaning they 
don’t have enough nutritious food to stay healthy. Parents want their chil-
dren to grow up healthy and strong, and the puppet shows give them new 
knowledge they can use right away to make sure that happens. Community 
health workers trained by CRS use the puppets to teach families about how 
doctor visits, hand washing and rainbow foods — different colored foods like 
tomatoes and carrots that have important vitamins and nutrients — are nec-
essary to stay healthy. 

Frankline and Labaladezy have eight children. Their youngest child, 
Thorin, is almost a year old. While Frankline was pregnant with Thorin, she 
and her husband Labaladezy watched the puppet shows and learned new 
ways to support Thorin’s growth and development. When Thorin was born, 

his parents fed him 
different, more 
nutritious foods 
and took him to the 
health center for 
regular check-ups. 
Thorin is growing 

a lot and is reaching all his developmental mile-
stones. 

Frankline is happy her youngest son is doing so well, and she sees the positive effects 
of  their new rainbow diet on the rest of  the family. She says, “I dream that my children 
will stay healthy. I hope that Thorin may become a doctor or a leader in our communi-
ty.” 

Every parent wants their children to reach their full potential, and CRS is helping 
make sure they can do just that.

2 tbs. fair trade olive oil 

1 small onion, diced 

1 medium tomato, diced 

1 clove garlic 

1 tsp. fresh ginger, minced 

3 cups packed collard 
greens or kale 

1 cup rice 

2 cups water 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Heat oil in medium-sized pot.  
Add onion, tomato, garlic and ginger, 
and sauté until just tender.  
Add collard greens or kale, and stir  
1 minute. Add rice, water, salt and 
pepper. Bring to a boil. Cover and 
cook on medium heat for 25 minutes 
or until water is absorbed. 

 

Serves 4-5

Greens with rice

A story of hope from Madagascar — meet Frankline and Labaladezy

In Madagascar, families gather to 
watch puppet shows that entertain 
and teach. They love seeing the 
brightly colored puppets talk to 
each other, tell stories and ask the 
crowd questions. After each show, 
parents leave with new informa-
tion to help their families. 

REFLECT 
What does Jesus’ teaching to “visit those who are ill” mean to you?
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The prayer intention for March, as recommended by 
Pope Francis, is for the Sacrament of  Reconciliation — 
that we may experience the sacrament of  reconcilia-
tion with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of  
God. 

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption will be broadcast on Sunday, 5-6 p.m. 
on station Me TV WLWT, on channels: over air 5-2; 
Spectrum 188 in Kentucky and Cincinnati Bell 23 or 
291.  

Bible study: The Book of Job with Father Timothy 
Schehr, March 9, 16 and April 6. Virtual stream from 
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium through Google 
Meet. Cost for the study is $35. Register at 
covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/. Sponsored 
by the Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization. 

Catechist certification and Adult Faith Formation 
courses. Short instruction time online and independ-
ent study assignment. Cost is $35 per course. Open to 
teachers, parish catechists, diaconate aspirants and 
any adult who would like to expand their knowledge of  
the Catholic faith. Course details and online registra-
tion available at covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangeliza-
tion/.  

Holy Cross District High School Mulch and Pine 
Straw Sale. Three kinds of  mulch in 2 cubic foot bags 
for $4.25 per bag and pine straw for $8 per bale. All 
prices include free delivery and sales tax. HCDHS stu-
dents will deliver mulch to homes, businesses or rental 
properties anywhere in Kenton, Boone and Campbell 
Counties starting April 15 and continuing for at least 
three weeks. All proceeds benefit Holy Cross District 
High School. To order, visit hcmulch.com or call 392-
8999. 

“The Eucharistic Miracles of the World Display,” St. 
Henry Parish, Elsmere, a display created from the work 
of  Blessed Carlo Acutis available for prayer and medi-
tation through Lent; the church is open daily 9 a.m.–6 
p.m.; masks and social distancing required. 

Sisters of Notre Dame Women’s virtual retreat 
March 27-28,learn about various forms of  prayer,  
discuss ways to integrate the prayers into your life, and 
meet other women interested in expanding their prayer 
life. Link with all details are at 
https://www.sndky.org/newsfeed/entry/women%27s 
weekend-retreat-298/ 

Fish frys 

Like everything else this year, fish frys are going to be different. In order to help mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19, all parish fish frys must be drive-thru or carryout only. There will be NO dine-in fish frys. Workers 
and guests will need to follow the safety protocols of wearing a mask and practicing safe social distancing 
of at least six feet apart. For the health and safety of all, everyone is encouraged to make patience and 
charity a part of their Lenten practices while waiting for your order. 

St. Augustine Parish, 
Augusta, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 5-
7 p.m. Carry-out only. 
St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington, Every 
Friday in Lent, 5 – 7:30 
p.m. Drive-thru and 
carry-out.  
St. Bernard Parish, 
Dayton, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 5-
7 p.m. Drive-thru only. 

 

 

 

St. Catherine of 
Siena Parish, Ft. 
Thomas, Feb 26, March 
5, 12, 19, 26, 4:30-7 
p.m. Drive-thru and 
walk-up only.  
St. Cecilia Parish, 
Independence, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 
April 5, 5-8 p.m. Drive-
thru only.  
Knights of 
Columbus, Father 
Bealer Council, 
Elsmere, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26. 
Lunch: 11 a.m.- 2p.m. 

Dinner: 4:30-8 p.m. 
Carry-out only, 605 
Lytle Ave. 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, 
Burlington, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 
4:30-7:30 p.m. Drive-
thru only. 
St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, 
Carrollton, March 19, 
4:30-7 p.m. Carry-out 
and drive-thru only.  
 
 

St. Joseph Academy, 
Walton, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 
4:30-8 p.m. Drive-thru 
only.  
Mary, Queen of 
Heaven Parish, 
Erlanger, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 4-
8 p.m. Drive-thru and 
online ordering with 
curbside pickup.  
St. Mary Parish, 
Alexandria, Feb. 26 
and March 5, 4-7:30 
p.m. Online orders and 
carryout only.  

St. Paul Parish, 
Florence, Feb. 26, 
March 5, 12, 19, 26, 
4:30-7:30 p.m. Carry-
out only: drive thru, 
order online or call 
ahead.  
St. Timothy Parish, 
Union, Feb. 26, March 
5, 12, 19, 26, 4:30-8 
p.m. Drive-thru only. 

For all employees and  
volunteers of the Diocese of 
Covington who in any way  
provide a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact parish/school  
institution leader to review the 
Policies and Procedures and fill 
out the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org 
and click on Registration. Follow 
the prompts to create an 
account and to request a back-
ground check. Selection.com is a 
secure site; the background 
check is posted on your account 
and you receive a copy if you 

request it during the registra-
tion process. You will sign up for 
a virtual VIRTUS class during the  
registration.  

Step 3: Join the  
virtual VIRTUS s 
ession. The day before the ses-
sion, you will receive an e-mail 
with 4 documents attached to 
print. On the day of the session 
you will receive an invitation to 
join the session.  
No children, please. 

Step 4: Your account 
becomes active when your 
background check, VIRTUS ses-
sion and Acceptance Form are 
posted on your account. You 

will receive 12 bulletins per year. 
You will receive e-mail notices at  
system@pub.virtus.org unless 
your computer program blocks 
them. 

Bulletin:  
n February bulletin: posted 

Sunday, Feb. 7; due Tuesday, 
March 9. 

Virtual VIRTUS Training:  

n Tuesday, March 2,  
6:30–10 p.m. 

n Tuesday, March 16,  
1–4:30 p.m. 

 

 

How to access  
Virtual training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on left 

column 
- Click on pre-register for an 

upcoming session 
- Choose your training 
 

Note: If your Training Tab is 
missing or you cannot access 
your account, contact your 
parish, school or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact 
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500 
or msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults 
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings 

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the 
Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.
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Karen Kuhlman 
Messenger Correspondent 

Recent events in the United States have provided us with much to con-
sider. We have a ready opinion on any topic and are often surprised to 
discover how strongly others disagree with our views. As Catholics, we 
value the solid foundation upon which our Church is built and use it for 
guidance when determining our positions on important issues. To our 
surprise, faithful Catholics, whom we know and love, rely on that same 
foundation to formulate positions we view as in opposition to our own. 
At times, it seems as if we have lost the ability to engage in civil discourse 
on critical issues — even with family or lifelong friends. 

Sister Alice Gerdeman, a member of the Congregation of Divine 
Providence, has long taken an interest in Peace and Justice ministries. She 
is an advocate for victims of racism and abuse, the unheard, the hungry, 
the homeless, the sick, the imprisoned, the immigrant. 

“We may live in the same country,” said Sister Alice, “but we live in very 
separate societies and may not understand others’ lives. A commonality 
we share is that we all want something good to happen in our lives and 
those of our loved ones. If we can look at one another in that way and 
not as the enemy, we might see other things we have in common. People 
often feel that they are not heard. When we listen calmly, we might hear 
something with which we agree and acknowledge the ‘pieces of truth’ in 
both of our hearts.” 

Sister Alice tells us, “There are things we can do for others when we real-
ize our role in making a situation better. God gives energy to different 
people to help us achieve common goals. Working together, we can 
weaken evil by doing good. And there is so much good. When we con-

centrate on that, we find good things are still the 
norm, even if not newsworthy.” 

Sister Shauna Bankemper, assistant provincial of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame of the Covington area, says that when addressing sensitive topics, 
we must first realize that we need one another to solve our problems. 

“Whether conservative or liberal, we need that opposing view. Once we 
let our own strong opinions temporarily take a back seat, we can listen to 
another perspective and perhaps go deeper into the issue without 
becoming defensive,” she said. “What some call truth could be an opin-
ion. Opinions will come and go, changing over time, but fundamental 
moral truths about human dignity will not change. We can always go to 
the magisterium of the Church for guidance and answers rooted in the 
Gospel, in those matters.” 

Sister Nancy Kordenbrock, subprioress for the Benedictine Sisters of St. 
Walburg Monastery, says it is important to remember that it is okay to 
have differences of opinion as long as we also have a compassionate 
view of people and what they have gone through. 

“When discussing sensitive issues, we must be open to others’ suffering 
and not cut them off without knowing their troubles. Together, we may 
find the truth of the matter in the middle,” said Sister Nancy.  

Many issues are out of our control, but when the Benedictines take a 
look, they see many areas where they can be useful. For example, they are 
pro-life across the spectrum: they are pro-children, pro-elderly, pro-
refugee. Sister Nancy said that the refugee situation is one that we should 
take a closer look at to understand why they are in refuge.  

Sister Nancy’s favorite Scripture quotation from Colossians lends itself to 
all of these issues, for it says in part, “Clothe yourselves with heartfelt 
mercy, kindness, humility meekness and patience … Christ’s peace must 
reign in your hearts.”

Be  
Witnesses

Respecting pieces of truth in every heart

‘Wake up the world! 
 Be witnesses of 
 a different way  
of doing things,  

of acting, of living!’  
                              — Pope Francis 

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,  
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.

Religious Communities  
in the  

Diocese of Covington 
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg 
Monastery www.stwalburg.org 
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis 
www.brothersofthepoorofstfran-
cis.org 
Passionist Nuns 
www.erlangerpassionists.com 
Sisters of Divine Providence 
www.cdpkentucky.org 
Sisters of Notre Dame 
www.sndky.org 
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker 
www.ssjw.org 

Public and Private 
Associations 

Franciscan Daughters of Mary 
www.fdofmary.org 

Missionaries of St. John the 
Baptist 
www.msjb.info

7     Sister Mary Joyce 
Moeller, CDP 

11   Sister Ruth Parent, CDP  
(formerly Sister Margaret 
Joseph) 

15   Sister Mary Judith 
Averbeck, SND 

17   Sister Mary Patrycia 
Sweeney, SND 

23   Sister Clare Marie 
Borchard, fdm 

27   Sister Mary Joenita 
Schlueter, SND

March Birthdays

Moving? Wrong address? Call the circulation desk,  
(859) 392-1570
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Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S 
GUIDE. (859) 392-1500

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell 
Chuck – 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

“Who Needs Confession?” is designed for 
those who are not quite sure why confession 
is important. 

Lenten prayer: 
— Daily, spend your first minutes thank-

ing God for the gift of  life and offering your 
day to him. 

— Make a decision to read some 
Scripture every day during Lent. If  possible, 
plan a Lenten retreat. 

— Pray the Stations of  the Cross each 
Friday of  the Lenten season by yourself  or 
in a group. 

— Make it a habit to stop (everything) up 
to five times a day, raise your heart and your 
mind to God and say a short prayer. Relax 
with this, the words will come to you. 

Lenten intercession: 
— Pray each day for the intentions and 

health of  the Holy Father, for your bishop 
and all bishops of  the Catholic Church and 
for your priests and deacons and for all 
priests and deacons. 

— Pray for the millions of  Christians suf-
fering under persecution in various coun-
tries around the world. 

— Pray for Christian unity — one flock 
and one shepherd. 

— Pray for the evangelization of  all those 
who have not yet heard and accepted the 
Good News about Jesus. 

— Pray for your enemies. In fact, think of  

the person who has most hurt you or who 
most annoys you and spend several minutes 
each day thanking God for that person and 
asking God to bless him or her. 

— Pray for an end to abortion on demand. 
Pray for pregnant women contemplating 
abortion. 

Lenten fasting: 
— Find a form of  Lenten fasting that is 

appropriate for you, given your age, state of  
health and state of  life. Some fast on bread 
and water on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Others fast from sweets or alcohol through-
out Lent. Some fast on one or more days per 
week from breakfast all the way to dinner, 
spending lunch hour at prayer or a noon 
Mass. Money saved from not buying various 
things may be given to an apostolate or min-
istry serving the physically or spiritually 
poor. 

Lenten learning: 
— Find a written biography of  a saint 

that particularly appeals to you and read it 
during Lent. 

Lenten refocus of  priorities: 
— If  married, it would an awesome and 

appropriate Lenten idea to spend some spe-
cial, focused time with your spouse strength-
ening your marriage and making praying 
together a more frequent occurrence. 

Now we’re talking home safety! Why wait 
till Spring? 

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral 
Minister for the Diocese of  Covington.

Time for home safety 
                          (Continued from page 5)
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PRINCIPAL  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School 
(www.ihm-ky.org) located in Burlington KY, is seeking a  
new principal to begin July 1, 2021.   

We are a 2006 and 2018 National Blue Ribbon  
School of Excellence, deeply rooted in our Catholic  
faith. Immaculate Heart of Mary School cooperates with  
parents in providing quality education to its students,  
regarding their religious, physical, emotional, social and  
educational development. Together we work to foster  
Catholic values that will guide students to become  
responsible citizens who embrace the Gospel Message 
of Jesus Christ. 

We strive to develop a positive school climate that  
is built on a culture of safety, respect, trust and social  
and emotional support.  

The successful candidate will be a practicing Roman  
Catholic who has Kentucky certification or can become  
eligible for certification. The principal will oversee a  
staff of 36 and a student body of over 400 in preschool  
and grades pre-K through 8.  

Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to  
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax Stephen Koplyay at  
skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1589. Candidates should  
include a letter of interest, a comprehensive resume,  
and a minimum of five (5) professional references.   EOE 

CLINICAL DIRECTOR OF 
COUNSELING PROGRAMS  

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities  
ministry is seeking to hire a full-time Clinical Director for  
our faith-based counseling programs. Fifty percent of  
the Clinical Director’s responsibilities involves the  
administrative and clinical supervision of our counseling 
programs, and supervising our mental health,  
pregnancy, and adoption programs. Duties include staff  
coaching, training, accountability and evaluation,  
programmatic quality, and quantity assurance measures.  
The remaining fifty percent of the Clinical Director’s  
responsibilities involves providing direct service  
outpatient counseling. 

Candidate requirements include: 
• actively practicing Roman Catholic in good  

standing with the Church; 
• a Master’s degree in Social Work (preferred)  

or Counseling; 
• a minimum of five years’ clinical counseling  

experience; 
• three years of management or supervisory  

experience; 
• Licensed Clinical Social Worker certification  

(preferred), or Licensed Professional Clinical 
Counselor with supervision designation or  
supervisor certification eligible; 

• previous experience with diverse populations, 
which may include children, adults, couples,  
families, those with mental illness and substance  
use disorders, life transitions, all income levels,  
and various cultural backgrounds. 

• experience with DSM 5; 
• an ability to perform all the duties of an  

independent therapist, and to work either  
independently or collaboratively; 

Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to 
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax a letter of interest, 
C-V or comprehensive resume with compensation  
history, and a minimum of five references with their 
contact e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at 
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589. 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, KY  
(www.covdio.org) is seeking qualified candidates  
for the position of Assistant Superintendent of  
Catholic Schools. The Assistant Superintendent assists  
the Superintendent in carrying out the primary  
Diocesan educational mission of transmitting the  
Catholic faith through quality Catholic education.  
The Assistant Superintendent’s role is broad,  
multi-dimensional, and multi-layered, including such  
responsibilities as acting as a representative of the  
Bishop of Covington and being an advocate for  
Catholic schools in the Diocese; monitoring the quality  
of the academic programs in schools; maintaining  
frequent and positive communications with Pastors,  
principals, and boards (where appropriate); collecting  
and aggregating specific statistical data for each  
school; managing Diocese-wide testing at the elemen-
tary school level; overseeing, monitoring, and support-
ing Diocesan professional development activities; and  
coordinating the Diocesan response to data requests  
by state and federal agencies. The Assistant  
Superintendent also assists with the educational  
administration of the Alliance for Catholic Urban  
Education (ACUE) schools. Overall, the position  
encounters a wide diversity of work situations and  
involves a high degree of complexity with responsibility  
for advising and decision making in many areas.  
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics in  
good standing, able and willing to give witness to the  
Catholic faith at all times, with a Master’s degree in  
Education/Administration and previous experience in  
school administrative leadership. Interested individuals  
should submit a letter of interest along with a compre-
hensive resume or C-V, recent Baptismal certificate  
indicating sacramental preparation, and a list of at  
least five professional references to Stephen Koplyay, 
SPHR: skoplyay@covdio.org, FAX 859/392-1589, or 
mail to 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY  
41011-3115.                                                            EOE 
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Word change in missal doxology 
takes effect on Ash Wednesday 

WASHINGTON — A change in wording to the concluding doxolo-
gy of  orations in the Roman Missal, from “one God, for ever and 
ever” to “God, for ever and ever,” took effect on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 
17. A Feb. 4 memo to bishops from the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship said the Vatican 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments wrote to the 
English-speaking bishops’ conferences in May 2020 to point out the 
current English translation that concludes “in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever” is “incorrect.” “There is no men-
tion of  ‘one’ in the Latin, and ‘Deus’ in the Latin text refers to Christ. 
Therefore, the correct translation ... is simply “in the unity of  the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever,” the memo said, adding that the 
prefect of  the congregation “pointed out the importance of  affirming 
this Christological truth amid the religious pluralism of  today’s 
world.” A copy of  the memo was provided to Catholic News Service. 

 
House bill recognizes fetal pain, would 
bar most abortions after 20 weeks 

WASHINGTON — Citing leading experts in the field of  fetal pain, 
U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, said the proposed Pain-Capable 
Unborn Child Protection Act would end the “excruciating suffering 
and physical pain of  unborn babies” by barring most abortions after 
20 weeks gestation. Smith, a Catholic, who is co-chair of  the 
Congressional Pro-Life Caucus, was joined by 142 other members of  
the U.S. House in introducing the measure Feb. 15. “We know that by 
20 weeks unborn babies killed by abortion experience excruciating 
suffering and physical pain,” Smith said a statement. “The dismem-
berment abortion — the most common abortion method used during 
the second trimester — involves cutting and dismembering the 
child’s fragile body including severing his or her arms and legs,” he 
said. “Until rendered unconscious or dead, the baby feels every cut.” 
He called this “unconscionable human rights abuse” that “must 
stop.” He said: “Pain, we all dread it. We avoid it. We even fear it. 
And we all go to extraordinary lengths to mitigate its severity and 
its duration for ourselves. Yet every day, a whole segment of  human 
beings is being subjected to painful — and deadly — procedures.” 

 
Blanket DNR orders for Britons with 
learning disabilities ‘immoral’ 

MANCHESTER, England — Medical orders against attempting to 
resuscitate patients with learning disabilities during the latest 
COVID-19 lockdown in the U.K. are “wholly unacceptable and 
immoral,” said the bishops of  England and Wales. Bishop Richard 
Moth of  Arundel and Brighton issued a Feb. 16 statement denounc-
ing the practice of  imposing Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary 

Resuscitation (DNACPR) orders on such patients during the second 
wave of  the COVID-19 pandemic. The government said it does not 
support the practice and has notified all health care providers to 
desist, threatening further action to halt the practice if  necessary. 
“In a time when we are being given so much hope by the efficient 
rollout of  the vaccination program, it is shocking to hear that people 
with learning disabilities are being made the victims of  such dis-
crimination,” said Bishop Moth, chairman of  the bishops’ 
Department for Social Justice. Their caregivers “have shown deep 
love and compassion during the pandemic to ensure that they are as 
safe as possible,” he said. “It is wholly unacceptable and immoral to 
suggest that the challenges which some people with learning disabil-
ities face with communicating symptoms should make them candi-
dates for a DNACPR order.” 

 
Pope marks 90th anniversary of  
Divine Mercy apparition 

VATICAN CITY — Marking the 90th anniversary of  the apparition 
of  Jesus to St. Faustina Kowalska, Pope Francis wrote a letter to 
Catholics in Poland expressing his hope that Christ’s message of  
divine mercy would remain “alive in the hearts of  the faithful.” 
According to a statement released by the Polish bishops’ conference 
Feb. 22, the anniversary of  the apparition, the pope said he was united 
in prayer with those commemorating the anniversary at the Divine 
Mercy Shrine in Krakow and encouraged them ask Jesus “for the gift 
of  mercy. Let us have the courage to come back to Jesus to meet his 
love and mercy in the sacraments,” he said. “Let us feel his closeness 
and tenderness, and then we will also be more capable of  mercy, 
patience, forgiveness and love.” In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that 
she had witnessed a vision of  Jesus on Feb. 22, 1931, while she was liv-
ing at a convent in Plock, Poland. Christ, she wrote, had one hand 
raised in benediction and the other resting on his breast, from which 
emanated two rays of  light. She said Christ demanded to have this 
image painted — along with the 
words “Jesus, I trust in you” — and 
venerated. 

 
S.C. governor 
signs abortion bill, 
right to life is  
‘fundamental’ 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Saying 
“there are a lot of  happy hearts 
beating right now,” Republican 
Gov. Henry McMaster of  South 
Carolina signed a bill into law Feb. 
18 that would prohibit most abor-
tions if  a fetal heartbeat is detect-
ed on ultrasound. The South 
Carolina Fetal Heartbeat and 
Protection From Abortion Act 
requires a doctor to test for a 

detectable fetal heartbeat before an abortion is performed on a preg-
nant woman and prohibits the performance of  an abortion “if  a 
fetal heartbeat is detected,” except in the case of  a medical emer-
gency, rape or incest, or the presence of  “a fetal anomaly.” The law 
also says if  an abortion provider is found guilty of  not following the 
law, the person could receive a prison sentence of  up to two years 
and/or be fined $10,000. A woman who receives an abortion in viola-
tion of  the law could sue for $10,000 in damages. “If  there’s not a 
right to life, then what rights are there?” McMaster said. “What 
rights exist, if  not the elementary, fundamental, profound right to 
life?” The state House passed the bill 79-35 Feb. 17 and after a final 
procedural vote Feb. 18 sent it to McMaster. News reports said the 
House passed the bill after nearly all Democratic members walked 
out in protest. The Senate had passed the measure by a 30-13 vote 
Jan. 28. 

 
Cardinals Sarah, Comastri retire 
from Vatican posts 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis accepted the resignations of  75-
year-old Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of  the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Sacraments, and 77-year-old Cardinal 
Angelo Comastri, archpriest of  St. Peter’s Basilica and vicar for 
Vatican City State. While a new prefect of  the worship congregation 
was not announced when news of  the retirements was made public 
Feb. 20, the pope did name Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, 55, to be the 
new archpriest of  the basilica and his vicar for Vatican City. 
Cardinal Gambetti, whom the pope elevated to the College of  
Cardinals in November, is a Conventual Franciscan who had served 
as general minister and custos of  the Sacred Convent of  St. Francis 
of  Assisi since 2013. Like bishops, cardinals are required to offer the 
pope their resignations when they turn 75. Cardinals can still vote in 
a conclave until they are 80. 

 
National/World 

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  B.M.

NOVENA

NOVENA TO SAINT ANTHONY FOR A SICK CHILD.  
St. Anthony, your-love for the Infant Jesus in-spired Him to 
reward you by seeing and holding Him in your arms. Help us 
to see and love Jesus in all the poor and suffering children in 
the world, particularly (name child) whom is afflicted with 
(name condition). Intercede for (name the child) asking our 
compassionate Lord Jesus to heal him/her so that he/she may 
grow to love the Lord and His servant, St. Anthony. Guard this 
life that God has created. Let your gentle hand, like that of a 
skilled physician, rest lovingly upon this afflicted child that 
he/she may be immediately restored to health. Amen.  R.V.B.

NOVENA
CAFETERIA STAFF 

Various schools in the Diocese of Covington  
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and  
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the  
school day.  Duties include food preparation, serving  
and general cleanup.  Interested individuals may  
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or  
call her at 859/392-1536.

STAFF WRITER 

The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s  
official weekly newspaper, published 44 times per  
year, seeks a full-time Staff Writer. Candidates must be  
practicing Roman Catholics in good standing with the  
Church. The position requires a broad range of  
abilities, including excellent writing, proofreading, and  
organizational skills; basic photography skills; a  
commitment to confidentiality and teamwork;  
a passion for completing diverse projects accurately,  
thoroughly, and reliably; and adaptability to  
interactions with colleagues, other Diocesan  
employees, and interviewees. The ideal candidate will  
be self-motivated and imaginative, with a readiness to  
explore multimedia platforms. In addition to regular  
office hours, evening and weekend assignments occur  
regularly and are considered part of the job.  

Anticipated start date: immediate. Interested  
candidates may submit a resume, references, and  
writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by  
e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.        EOE

NortherN KeNtuCKy MoNuMeNt 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate 

3701 Winston Avenue • Covington, Ky  
(ritte’s Corner in Latonia) 

Customized/Personalized Service 

(859) 291-6657 
evening Appointments Available 

• Cemetery Lettering, Vases 
•Bronze and Granite Markers 

www. schott-monument-company.com
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Lent is a time to reconsider the path 
one is taking in life and to finally answer God’s invitation 
to return to him with one’s whole heart, Pope Francis said. 

“Lent is not just about the little sacrifices we make, but 
about discerning where our hearts are directed,” he said, 
“toward God or toward myself?” 

The pope’s remarks came in his homily at Mass Feb. 17 
for Ash Wednesday, which included the blessing and distri-
bution ashes, marking the beginning of  Lent for Latin-rite 
Catholics. 

Because of  ongoing measures in place to reduce the 
spread of  the coronavirus, the Mass and distribution of  
ashes took place with a congregation of  little more than 
100 people at the Altar of  the Chair in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Pope Francis did not do the traditional walk from the 
Church of  St. Anselm to the Basilica of  Santa Sabina on 
Rome’s Aventine Hill to prevent large crowds of  people 
from gathering along the route. 

In St. Peter’s Basilica, the pope received ashes on his 
head from Cardinal Angelo Comastri, archpriest of  the 
basilica, and he distributed ashes to about three dozen car-
dinals, as well as the priests and deacons assisting him at 
the Mass. 

In his homily, the pope said one must bow to receive 
ashes sprinkled on the crown of  the head, which reflects 
the “humble descent” one makes in reflecting on one’s life, 
sins and relationship with God. 

“Lent is a journey of  return to God,” especially when 
most people live each day ignoring or delaying their 
response to God’s invitation to pray and do something for 

others. 
“It is a time to reconsider the path we are taking, to find 

the route that leads us home and to rediscover our pro-
found relationship with God, on whom everything 
depends,” he said. 

“The journey of  Lent is an exodus from slavery to free-
dom,” he said, noting the easy temptations along that jour-
ney, including yearning for the past, or hindered by 
“unhealthy attachments, held back by the seductive snares 
of  our sins, by the false security of  money and appear-
ances, by the paralysis of  our discontents. To embark on 
this journey, we have to unmask these illusions.” 

The way back to God, he said, starts with understand-
ing, like the prodigal son, how “we have ended up with 
empty hands and an unhappy heart” after squandering 
God’s gifts “on paltry things, and then with seeking God’s 
forgiveness through confession. 

The pope again reminded confessors that they must be 
like the father in the story of  the prodigal son and not use 
“a whip,” but open their arms in a welcoming embrace. 

“The journey is not based on our own strength. 
Heartfelt conversion, with the deeds and practices that 
express it, is possible only if  it begins with the primacy of  
God’s work” and through his grace, the pope said. 

What makes people just is not the righteousness they 
show off  to others, “but our sincere relationship with the 
Father,” after finally recognizing one is not self-sufficient, 
but in great need of  him, his mercy and grace. 

The pope asked people to contemplate daily the cruci-
fied Christ and see in his wounds, “our emptiness, our 
shortcomings, the wounds of  our sin and all the hurt we 
have experienced.” 

“We see clearly that God points his finger at no one, but 
rather opens his arms to embrace us,” he said. 

It is in life’s most painful wounds, that God awaits with 
his infinite mercy because it is there “where we are most 
vulnerable, where we feel the most shame” and where he 
comes to meet his children again. 

“And now,” the pope said, “he invites us to return to 
him, to rediscover the joy of  being loved.”

For Lent, ask if one’s life is centered on God or oneself, pope says

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn


