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Local sisters offer challenge
to end hunger for Catholic Sisters Week
Society’s food outreach. She is the Conference Relations Manager
and Food Pantry Manager, overseeing the Society’s 26 food pantries.
As part of Catholic Sisters Week, March 8 – 12, the Benedictine Two pantries are operated by the diocesan council with stores locatSisters of St. Walburg Monastery, Notre Dame Sisters U.S.A. and ed in Erlanger and Falmouth. A third SVDP Food Pantry is schedSisters of Divine Providence, Melbourne, are teaming up to bring uled to open March 3 in Cold Spring. The other 24 food pantries are
awareness to food insecurity and a challenge to end hunger. They operated at parishes by parish conferences.
are inviting everyone to join them.
“Having Sister Judith on the team, I feel like she is this beacon
The three religious communities are challenging its members, of hope all the time,” said Mrs. Zengel. “She’s always up for a chalparishes and friends to make a donation to end hunger and to share lenge and an exciting project. She figures out how to make things
their generosity and support by posting on social media as a way to happen. She’s a shining example of how we can do all things with
honor Catholic Sisters Week. The monetary donation can be made God.”
to any food bank, meal center, food pantry or organization that
Sister Judith and Notre Dame Sister Michelyn Beckerich also
serves the hungry.
volunteer at their parish food pantry, Holy Spirit Outreach,
“We don’t want to spotlight any particular organization because Newport. The small, neighborhood pantry served 1,400 people since
we would then leave out so many others,” said Divine Providence last April, said Msgr. William Cleves, pastor. People can also get
Sister Barbara Rohe, provincial superior. “We just want to be aware assistance for rent and utilities if they register at the center.
of the great hunger and food insecurity that so many people in the
“Everyone who comes in gets multiple bags of groceries; we
world experience, but also in the
never ask for money or donations,”
U.S. Right now, the need seems
Msgr. Cleves said. Instead, the
overwhelming when you hear the
pantry receives food from governnews and see people in long lines to
ment agencies and is funded by the
get food.”
generosity of Holy Spirit parishWhile the sisters are not desigioners. In addition to monetary
nating any particular organizadonations, each month, parishtion, they are certainly supportive
ioners are asked to provide a speof the local service agencies and
cific, needed pantry item. This
food pantries sisters are presently
month it’s Mac ’n Cheese. During
or formerly involved. Some of
the summer, the parish cultivates a
those include Catholic Charities,
community garden located promiDiocese of Covington’s Parish
nently on the space between the
To join the Catholic Sisters Week challenge to end hunger
Kitchen, Covington; Mary Rose
church and the parish convent.
follow the Sisters on Facebook: CDPKentucky and SNDKy.
Mission, Florence; Holy Spirit
“We have a very generous
Outreach, Newport; and the
parish; we have a great little comSociety of St. Vincent de Paul, Northern Kentucky.
munity here,” Msgr. Cleves said.
This year, Governor Andy Beshear signed a proclamation
At the Parish Kitchen, Maria Meyer, manager, said that not only
declaring Jan. 28, 2021 “Hunger Free Day” in Kentucky. During the have they seen an increase in the number of guests — about 200
signing, he said 600,000 Kentuckians rely on food from charitable lunches per day this year, versus 150 lunches last year — but the
organizations. Additionally, he said that one in six Kentucky house- demographics have also changed.
holds with children experiences food insecurity. Kentucky also has
During the pandemic, the Parish Kitchen moved from its histhe highest rate of food insecurity among adults ages 50 to 59.
toric location on Pike Street to a more prominent location on
“Food insecurity is more rampant than people would believe,” Madison Ave., Covington. Before the move, the guests of the Parish
said Cindy Carris, director, Mary Rose Mission. “More and more Kitchen were predominately male. And while they still see many
people are living on the edge of food insecurity — maybe even peo- familiar faces, now, more women and families are being served. It’s
ple that you know.”
difficult, Ms. Meyer said, to gauge whether or not the changes are
The Mary Rose Mission serves a hot dinner to anyone who due to the pandemic or the location change.
shows up at its kitchen. Typically the Mission offers a sit down dinSince last March, due to the pandemic, the Parish Kitchen has
ner but has transitioned to drive-thru service during the pandemic. had to transition from sit-down lunches to grab-n-go lunches. But
Mrs. Carris said that it is good that the no-contact service has neither challenge — the move nor the virus — has shut down the
allowed them to continue its ministry but volunteers and guests are Parish Kitchen down.
missing the social interaction. Guests are especially missing
“We haven’t missed a day and we have been able to keep our
Benedictine Sister Andrea Collopy. Sister Andrea and two other guests, volunteers and staff safe through the pandemic,” Ms. Meyer
Benedictine Sisters would regularly volunteer but had to suspend said.
their activities when the pandemic struck. Sister Andrea was in
Before the pandemic hit, Divine Providence Sister Joan Boberg
charge of “working the exit” and would collect prayer intentions regularly volunteered at the Parish Kitchen. In 1987, when she was
from the guests.
executive director of Catholic Charities, Sister Joan began volun“Everybody loved her. There would be a line all the way through teering there once a month. In a 2018 interview for the “Breaking
the dining room waiting to talk to her,” Mrs. Carris said. “It was Bread” newsletter, Sister Joan said she began volunteering so that
such an honor to have the sisters here, their presence adds a holi- she could have hands on experience of the ministry; being with the
ness to the service that wouldn’t be there otherwise.”
guests was a part of the ministry she loved.
As Karen Zengel, executive director, finished this year’s annual
Ms. Meyer understands and misses that connection, noting that
report for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Northern Kentucky, it is harder to connect with people when they are not being served
she noticed what she describes as “a modern day miracle.” In 2020, in the dining room. She said, talking about life’s struggles and sucthe Society provided $70,000 more in groceries than the previous cesses is a big part of what the Parish Kitchen offers its guests, notyear. The large spike was due to the first months of the pandemic ing the economic diversity of the people who experience hunger.
and the lockdown. During that time people were uncertain about
“Not all of our guests are homeless, some have a place to stay but
the economy and their personal income. Wisely, they began to hold still struggle to make ends meet. Some people have a job and some
on to any cash they had on hand for use to pay mortgages, rent and have a car but they are food insecure,” she said.
utilities and began seeking assistance for food.
“The pandemic has left a cloud of depression because it’s harder
“We had no idea how we were going to provide for the demand to connect with people. At the Parish Kitchen, we see people first,
and God provided for us. It was terrible and awesome at the same not second. Hearing about what’s going on in their life is a big part
time,” Mrs. Zengel said. “Our Vincentians are an awesome, commit- of our mission that we are missing.”
ted group of people who just continued to answer the call when peoTo join the Catholic Sisters Week challenge to end hunger follow
ple reached out in need.”
the Sisters on Facebook: CDPKentucky and SNDKy.
Notre Dame Sister Judith Niewahner fills an integral role in the
Laura Keener
Editor
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Don’t resist the temptation — follow Jesus into the desert
David Cooley
Messenger Contributor

single expression the struggle that he endured at every
step of his mission.” (“Jesus of Nazareth,” p. 27)
In his book, “Life of Christ,” Archbishop Fulton J.
Sheen calls the temptations of Jesus “three short cuts
from the Cross.” It is important to recognize the difference
between temptation and sin. Since Jesus had a human

Lent is such a powerful time and if we open ourselves
up to the graces of God it can be a time of great spiritual
enrichment. Lent is so many things, but the Catechism of
the Catholic Church offers us a concise reflection: “By the
solemn forty days of Lent the Church
unites herself each year to the mystery of
Jesus in the desert.” (CCC, 540)
The mystery of Jesus in the desert is
just that — a mystery — but that doesn’t
mean revelation hasn’t given us a lot to
ponder while reading over these intriguing
passages. What is the desert first of all?
More to the point, what is it not? Well, it’s
not the Garden of Eden!
If Eden was a walled, beautiful garden
where all your needs were met and the
chaos of the wilderness was kept at bay,
then the desert is its direct opposite. In his
book, “Jesus of Nazareth,” Pope Benedict
XVI wrote that by going into the desert
Jesus descends “into [all] the perils besetting mankind …” (p. 26).
Jesus had gone to the Jordan to be baptized by John in order to enter into solidarity with us sinners. The first thing the Holy
Spirit does is lead him into the desert “to
CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz
be tempted by the devil” (Matt 4:1). What
this means is that the Lord subjected him- A hand holding an olive
self to all the risks and threats of human branch — a symbol of peace
existence (cf. Heb 4:15). Ultimately, Jesus — is depicted in a stainedcame to battle with the forces of evil and glass window in a reconciliaso, in the midst of his sojourn, he is met by tion room at St. Patrick
Church in Smithtown, N.Y.
the prince of evil himself.
But, before we get to the temptations of Christ, it is good
to note that the spiritual implications of going to the
desert are not all negative. We are meant to follow Jesus
wherever he goes and if he goes into the desert, then we
should too. Going to a desolate land, for us, means getting
rid of all the noise and distractions that often come
between us and God. We must rid our lives of clutter, focus
on what is truly important, living simply enough so that
we can hear God’s voice and find joy. Sin has a lot of negative consequences, and one of the more minor ones is that
it complicates everything in our lives and leaves us trying
to hide from God. Going into the desert is all about not hiding from what scares us and seeking God. With paradise
lost, it is a place of reconciliation and healing.
Oftentimes, when we face temptation it is something
that comes from within. Satan had to approach our Lord
from the outside and because of this Scripture is able to
give us a glimpse of Jesus’ struggle to stand against all the
distortions of his mission. Remember that these temptations and the devil himself are with Jesus every step of the
way to Calvary. Pope Benedict points out that the story of
the temptations is an “anticipation that condenses into a

24 Hours for the Lord
In 2015, for the Extraordinary Jubilee
Year of Mercy, Pope Francis asked
dioceses to designate stational
churches that would set aside time
for continuous celebration of the
Sacrament of Confession. This time
was named “24 Hours for the Lord.”
The tradition continues in the
Diocese of Covington with two
parish churches setting aside 12
continuous hours for the faithful to
avail themselves of the sacrament
of confession. Additionally,
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
will be held during that time.
Confessions and adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament
from 12 p.m. – 12 a.m.
Friday March 12 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington
Friday, March 19 at Divine Mercy
Parish, Bellevue

nature he had to go through the human experience of
withstanding temptation, but being tempted is not the
same as giving into temptation. Archbishop Sheen wrote,
“The temptations were meant to divert our Lord from his
task of salvation through sacrifice. Instead of the Cross as
a means of winning souls of men, Satan suggested three
short cuts to popularity: an economic one, another based
on marvels, and a third, which was political.” (“Life of
Christ,” p. 67)
With the first temptation (Matt 4:3), Satan challenges
Jesus to turn stones into bread. On the one hand, we can
reflect on this as a temptation toward instant physical gratification. The virtue, then, we learn then from Jesus’
response is the importance of self-sacrifice. However, both
Pope Benedict XVI and Archbishop Sheen go further with
their interpretation and they see is as a temptation for
Jesus to become the savior of the world by ending hunger.
“If you solve the people’s physical, material needs they
will not be able to resist following you.” To this Jesus
answers that we have more than physical needs; we have
spiritual needs as well (see Matt 4:4; cf. Deut 8:3).
Perhaps the second temptation to “Throw yourself

down” and God will save you (Matt 4:6) is a manifestation
of self-idolatry, the temptation to see one’s self as more
important, better than others. Or, considering Jesus’
response that we should “not put the Lord, your God, to the
test” (Matt 4:7; cf Deut 6:16), we can conclude that Jesus is
telling us that God is not subject to our authority. We cannot call on him to prove himself by throwing his promises
back in his face; we cannot ask him prove his existence by
meeting our needs and satisfying our curiosities. God is
not simply a magician or a genie waiting on our beck and
call. In either case, Jesus shows us the importance of
humility — accepting our place in the universe by recognizing that we do not have the mind of God.
Finally, Jesus is offered all the kingdoms of the world if
he would just abandon the Father’s will and serve Satan.
The third temptation proposes a short cut to glory, a
chance to bypass the Cross and go right to kingship. Who
can deny that it is so hard for human beings to resist an
easy way out instead of following through with what is
right? Satan wanted Christ to turn away from pain and suffering and let the kingdom of the world remain under the
power of sin and death.
But, Jesus didn’t come to be Lord of the world, an earthly king; he came to redeem humanity. And the only way to
do that was to take upon his shoulders sin and death and
carry them to Calvary. There is no crown without the
Cross. There is no way to get to the resurrection without
the crucifixion.
After the Resurrection Christ says, “All authority in
heaven and on earth have been given to me” (Matt 28:18).
Only someone who has power in heaven has real, saving
power. Power in virtue of his Resurrection presupposes
the Cross, his death. The earthly kingdoms that Satan was
able to put before the Lord will all pass away, but the glory
of Christ — the humble, self-sacrificing glory of his love —
will never pass away.
The third temptation reminds us that the worship of
false idols; the worship of power, politics and the idea that
man can create a perfect world without God, is a dangerous proposition that inevitably leads to a tragic downfall.
To worship Satan, to serve Satan, means you are a slave to
sin. To worship God, to serve God, is true freedom. Jesus,
for a third time, quotes Deuteronomy: “You shall worship
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve” (Matt
4:10; cf. Deut 6:13).
After his 40 days in the desert, when he appeared to be
in a weakened state, Satan tried to get Jesus to turn his
back on his divine mission. He tried to get him to avoid the
Cross and search for “a better way.” Christ is always the
model we should follow. Those temptations didn’t make
Jesus weaker, they made him stronger. If we follow Jesus
into the desert these 40 days of Lent will help us prepare to
battle the forces of evil as well.
David Cooley is co-director and office manager of the
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization in the Diocese of
Covington.

Notre Dame Academy president resigns for new role with SND USA
Messenger staff report
that capacity since that time.
The Notre Dame Academy (NDA) Board
The Board is extremely grateful for
of Directors announced Wednesday, Feb.
Dr. Koehl’s service and the direction she
24, that Dr. Laura Koehl is resigning from
has provided at Notre Dame Academy,
her position as President of Notre Dame
said NDA Board Chair Amy Quinn Dye.
Academy to take on a new role as
“Throughout her 15-year tenure at
Executive Director of the SND National
Notre Dame Academy, Dr. Koehl has proSponsorship and Network Office and Chief
vided exemplary leadership to our high
Operating Officer of the National Ministry
school and our community,” Ms. Quinn
Corporation.
said. “She conveys the mission of NDA
Dr. Koehl will continue to serve as
and the charism of the Sisters of Notre
President of Notre Dame Academy assumDame in all she does. She will be greatly
ing her new position with SND USA on
missed by our institution.”
Sept. 1, 2021. After that date, she will serve
The NDA Board of Directors will lead
as NDA President Emerita to provide conthe process to search for a new President
tinuity to the institution if a new president
of NDA.
Dr. Laura Koehl
has not yet been named and to assist in the
Dr. Koehl will join SND USA in her
transition when a new president is hired.
new role less than a year after the Sisters of Notre Dame
Dr. Koehl, a 1975 NDA graduate, has served in many
united their four North American provinces— located in
capacities at the school since coming to Notre Dame
Covington, Ky., Thousand Oaks, Cal., Chardon, Ohio, and
Academy in 2006. She began as a science teacher and later
Toledo, Ohio — into a national organization on July 5, 2020.
served as NDA’s first lay Principal from 2010-2015. Dr. Koehl
As the Executive Director of the SND National
became NDA’s first lay President in 2014 and has served in
Sponsorship and Network Office, Dr. Koehl will take a lead-

ership role in supporting the Catholic identity and mission
integration and effectiveness of SND sponsored ministries
including education, health care and elder care.
The creation of this new national organization allows
the congregation’s more than 500 sisters nationwide to
combine resource and personnel to focus on its three broad
ministry initiatives:
— The education and healthcare institutions founded
by the sisters in its four geographic areas;
— Ministries serving new needs of people on margins;
— Young adult and vocation ministries
Bishop Roger Foys offered his congratulations to Dr.
Koehl on the new appointment and gratitude for her commitment to Catholic school education.
“I congratulate Dr. Koehl on her new appointment for
the Sisters of Notre Dame U.S.A.,” said Bishop Roger Foys.
“For the last 15 years she has faithfully served Notre Dame
Academy with distinction. I have no doubt that she will be
an invaluable asset to the newly formed SND USA. While I
am pleased to congratulate Dr. Koehl on this appointment,
we will miss her leadership and her expertise in regard to
Catholic school education. I certainly wish her the best
and promise her a place in my prayers.”
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Cardinal prays on CNN program marking
500,000 COVID-19 deaths in U.S.
Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — During a Feb. 22 evening program on
CNN, Washington Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory offered a prayer
for those who have died from COVID-19 asking God to “grant
enteral peace to all our sisters and brothers lost to this disease.”
“Let us now open our hearts to recall those who have died
from the coronavirus,” Cardinal Gregory prayed. “Strengthen
those families and friends who remain behind, to comfort one
another and to wipe the tears from our eyes. May each one find
peace and let the memory of our loved ones itself be a blessing.”
The cardinal called it “a great honor and privilege” to offer
the prayer at the invitation of Jake Tapper, CNN anchor and
chief Washington correspondent on the program “We
Remember 500,000: A National Memorial Service for Covid-19.”
It commemorated the milestone reached Feb. 22 when the
United States surpassed 500,000 deaths due to the coronavirus.
Over 1,200 coronavirus deaths were reported Feb. 22, bringing the nationwide total to 500,103. More than 28.2 million
Americans have been infected by the virus. Also, as of Feb. 22,
close to 13 percent of the U.S. population has received the first
round of the COVID-19 vaccine, and about 6 percent of
Americans have received both shots.
“We pray that — regardless of race, age, religious heritage,
economic or immigration status — all people are able to receive
the life-saving vaccine to bring an end to our common suffering,” Cardinal Gregory prayed.
He also said that “our hearts are filled with gratitude for our

doctors, nurses and emergency personnel” and prayed that
“they remain well and be strengthened.”
“May the one who fashioned us help us to focus on our
mutual humanity,” Cardinal Gregory prayed. “Although weary
from so many months of isolation, help us not to lose hope,
help us to continue to care for our neighbors as we remember
those we have lost in this pandemic.”
Before he said the prayer, the cardinal pointed out that “the
poor, the elderly, people of color have experienced a disproportionate amount of sadness” due to the coronavirus and he
added that the pandemic “has increased our awareness of our
common humanity.”
“We have been brought to a deeper awareness we are one
people and this illness, this disease, this virus is no respecter of
persons,” he said.
When was asked by Tapper what the Catholic faith teaches
about helping one another when it is not safe to physically come
together, Cardinal Gregory said: “We Catholics are grateful that
we have each other, even under these limited and painful
moments when we cannot be with each other, to reach out and
embrace and be in the presence of those who are suffering.”
He said the “sacramental reality” of the Catholic faith “is
expressed in word and sacrament, in sign and prayer and
music,” and “not being able to have a full display of those
sacramental signs of our faith is itself an additional sorrow.”
In interviews during recent months, the cardinal has
stressed the need to pray for those who have died of the coronavirus as well as their families and friends and to get the vaccine when it is made available to them.

Ky. General Assembly update — beyond
halfway with much to go
Jason Hall
Messenger Contributor

The 2021 Regular Session of the Kentucky General
Assembly is moving fast. After being unable to meet last week
due to weather, legislators are now convening five days a week
to complete their work. This
is a 30-day session and as of
this week we are past the
halfway point.
The Legislative Message
Line can be reached at 1-800372-7181. Call that number
anytime to leave a message
for your state representative
or senator, and if you don’t know who yours are, the operators
can connect you with the right members based on your
address.
As we head into the remaining days of session, here are
updates on bills that CCK is working on and that we hope will
make it through the process and become law.
HB 91 — Has passed the House and now needs action in the
Senate. This would propose a constitutional amendment to
clarify that there is no right to abortion in the Kentucky
Constitution. Kentucky has passed many pro-life laws in
recent years, but in other states we have seen state courts
strike down such laws by declaring that the state constitution
protects access to abortion more strictly than federal law. HB
91 would prevent that from happening. Passing this bill will
put this before the voters in the November 2022 election.
HB 149 — Has been assigned to the Appropriations and
Revenue Committee and posted for committee consideration.
This is the Education Opportunity Account bill that would
incentivize private giving for much needed support for families to make educational choices that best serve their needs.
The bill gained two new co-sponsors this week, putting the
total number of House co-sponsors up to 25. EdChoice KY
recently conducted a poll that found that 63 percent of
Kentuckians support an Education Opportunity Account program. HB 149 maintains this high level of support despite
opponents spending nearly $80,000 in negative and misleading advertising during the month of January. The bill is waiting to move forward to a floor vote.
HB 148 — Adds a diagnosis of serious mental illness to the
disabilities that prevent execution for persons convicted of
capital offenses. This bill cleared the House Judiciary
Committee with strong support, 16 of the 19 members voting
YEA. It is now posted for passage in the House chamber.

HB 210 — Requires employers to provide the same leave
for adoptive parents that they provide for birth parents. Has
passed the House and now awaits action in the Senate.
HB 155 — Known as the “Baby Box.” This bill provides a
safe, anonymous opportunity for someone to surrender a
newborn to proper authorities
for care. HB 155 is awaiting a vote
on the House floor.
There are also a number of
criminal justice reform bills that
have received significant support
and are moving through the
process. As a member organization of the Kentucky Smart on
Crime coalition, CCK supports the following bills that are
moving through the process
HB 126 — Raises the threshold for a theft to be a felony to
$1,000, closer to the national average (KY’s threshold is currently a very low $500 for most types of theft). HB 126 has
passed the House and awaits action in the Senate.
SB 84 — Establishes requirements to help ensure that
Kentucky women who are incarcerated and pregnant receive
access to critical resources and have safe and healthy pregnancies. Has passed the Senate and now awaits action in the
House.
SB 4 — This is an effort to limit the use of no-knock warrants, an issue which has received increased attention since
the killing of Breonna Taylor. SB 4 has passed the Senate and
is awaiting action in the House.
HB 25 — Would remove the prohibition on people with
felony convictions receiving KEES scholarships for which
they are otherwise eligible. Has passed the House and now
needs Senate consideration.
SB 36 — Ends mandatory transfer of some cases from juvenile court to adult court. Has passed the Senate and awaits
consideration in the House.
SB 80 — Improves police accountability by establishing a
duty to intervene and laying out policies to root out officers
who break the law or engage in misconduct. Has passed the
Senate and awaits action in the House.
And finally, one bill has already become law. SB 9, the
Born-Alive Infant Protection Act passed the General
Assembly in January.
Jason Hall is executive director of the Catholic Conference of
Kentucky. The CCK represents the Catholic Church and
Kentucky’s four Roman Catholic bishops in public policy matters on both the state and federal level.

Coronavirus Report
(as of Monday, March 1)

The information below includes reported cases from
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not
including administrators, faculty and staff and
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and
religious houses.
Positive Cases
Active positive cases: 25
Recovered positive cases: 816
Total ever positive cases: 841
Currently Self-quarantined
Close Contacts: 76
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 46

Bible Study Workshop —
The Book of Job
Have you ever used or heard the expression, “He has
the patience of Job?” Have you ever thought, “Who is
Job and what kind of patience does he have?” Learn
and discuss Job’s story and reflect on what can be
learned from his life at the upcoming Bible Study
Workshop with Father Timothy Schehr.
The workshop on the Book of Job begins March 9 and
continues March 16 and April 6, 7–8:30 p.m. via Google
Meet. The cost is $35.
Father Schehr is a retired biblical scholar and former
professor at Mount St. Mary’s School of Theology at
the Athenaeum of Ohio. He has a B.A., M. Div. and an
M.A. from the Athenaeum of Ohio. He also has a Ph.D.
from Hebrew Union College. His approach to the Bible
Study Workshop is to find in Scripture how God, since
the beginning, has worked for the good of his people.
Not familiar with Google Meet? Don’t worry.
If you have a computer, laptop, tablet or mobile phone
that connects to the internet, David Cooley, co-director
and office manager of the Office of Catechesis and
Evangelization, can help get you set up.
Unpacking the Book of Job is just a few clicks away.
Course details and online registration is available at
https://covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/.
Questions about the course can be e-mailed to
iisaak@covdio.org or
dcooley@covdio.org.

Bishop’s
Schedule
March 5
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

March 11
Individual meeting, 9 a.m.

March 6
Installation of Father Niby
Kannai as pastor, St. Edward
Parish, Cynthiana, 5:30 p.m.

Diocesan Review Board
meeting (virtual), 10 a.m.

March 7
Installation of Father Harry
Settle as pastor, St. Cecilia
Parish, Independence,
11 a.m.

Confirmation, St. Therese
Parish, Southgate, at Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 7 p.m.
March 12
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

March 13
Confirmation, St. Edward
Parish, Cynthiana, at Cathedral
Basilica, 10 a.m.

Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.

March 9
Individual meeting, 8 a.m.

March 14
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
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The imperialism of the human soul
In his autobiography, Nikos Kazantzakis shares how in
his youth he was driven by a restlessness that had him
searching for something he could never quite define.
However, he made peace with his lack of peace because
he accepted that, given the
nature of the soul, he was
IN EXILE
supposed to feel that restlessness and that a healthy
soul is a driven soul.
Commenting on this, he
writes: “No force anywhere
on earth is as imperialistic
as the human soul. It occupies and is occupied in
turn, but it always considers its empire too narrow.
Suffocating, it desires to
conquer the world in order
to breathe freely.”
Father Ron Rolheiser
We need to be given permission, I believe, to accept
as God-given that imperialism inside our soul, even as we
need always to be careful never to trivialize its power and
meaning. However, that is a formula for tension. How
does one make peace with the imperialism of one’s soul
without denigrating the divine energy that is stoking that
imperialism? For me, this has been a struggle.
I grew up in the heart of the Canadian prairies, with
500 miles of open space in every direction.
Geographically, that space let one’s soul stretch out, but
otherwise my world seemed too small for my soul to
breathe. I grew up inside a tight-knit community, in an
isolated rural area, where the world was small enough so

that everyone knew everyone else. That was wonderful
because it made for a warm cocoon; but that cocoon
(seemingly) separated me from the big world where, it
seemed to my young mind, souls could breathe in spaces
bigger than where I was breathing. Moreover, growing up
with an acute religious and moral sensitivity, I felt guilty
about my restlessness, as if it were something abnormal
that I needed to hide.
In that state, as an 18-year-old, I entered religious life.
Novitiates in those days were quite strict and secluded.
We were 18 of us, novices, sequestered in an old seminary
building across a lake from a town and a highway. We
could hear the sounds of traffic and see life on the other
side of the lake, but we were not part of it. As well, most
everything inside our sequestered life focused on the spiritual so that even our most earthy desires had to be associated with our hunger for God and for the bread of life.
Not an easy task for anyone, especially a teenager.
Well, one day we were visited by a priest who gave my
soul permission to breathe. He gathered us, the 18
novices, into a classroom and began his conference with
this question: Are you feeling a little restless? We nodded,
rather surprised by the question.
He went on: Well, you should be feeling restless! You
must be jumping out of your skin! All that life in you and
all those fiery hormones stirring in your blood, and
you’re stuck here watching life happen across the lake.
You must be going crazy sometimes. But … that’s good,
that’s what you should be feeling, it shows you’re healthy.
Stay with it. You can do this. It’s good to feel that restlessness.
That day the wide-open prairie spaces I had lived in
my whole life and the wide-open spaces in my soul

befriended each other a little. And that friendship continued to grow as I did my studies and read authors who had
befriended their souls. Among others, these spoke to me:
St. Augustine (You have made us for yourself, Lord, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you.); Thomas
Aquinas (The adequate object of the human intellect and
will is all Being); Iris Murdoch (The deepest of all human
pains is the pain of the inadequacy of self-expression);
Karl Rahner (In the torment of the insufficiency of everything attainable, we ultimately learn that here, in this
life, there is no finished symphony); Sidney Callahan (We
are made to ultimately sleep with the whole world, is it
any wonder that we long for this along the way?); and
James Hillman (Neither religion nor psychology really
honors the human soul. Religion is forever trying to save
the soul and psychology is always trying to fix the soul.
The soul needs neither to be saved nor fixed; it is already
eternal — it just needs to be listened to.)
Perhaps today, the real struggle is not so much to
accept sacred permission to befriend the wild insatiability of the soul. The greater struggle today, I suspect, is not
to trivialize the soul, not to make its infinite longings
something less than what they are.
During World War II, Jesuit theologians resisting the
Nazi occupation in France published an underground
newspaper. The first issue opened with this now-famous
line: “France, take care not to lose your soul.” Fair warning. The soul is imperialistic because it carries divine fire
and so it struggles to breathe freely in the world. To feel
and to honor that struggle is to be healthy.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author.

Be a silver lining to those in darkness
One of my favorite expressions has taken on new
meaning during the COVID pandemic: “There’s a silver
lining to every cloud that sails about the heavens if only
we could see it.”
Without forgetting the terrible suffering of so many
people, I’ve been amazed by those who have found a silver
lining in these dark times
by using their social isolaGUEST
tion to learn a new skill,
delve into a long-held
interest, produce new
works of literature, music
and art or create meaningful connections with others.
Pope Francis is one of
these inspiring people.
Despite his advanced age,
he has penned both an
encyclical and a book
before the close of 2020.
Both works, Fratelli Tutti
Sister Constance
and “Let Us Dream,” focus
Veit, L.S.P.
on combatting the throwaway culture with a culture of encounter, tenderness and care for those on the
peripheries.
“What is tenderness?” the pope asks. “It is love that
draws near and becomes real. A movement that starts
from our heart and reaches the eyes, the ears and the
hands … The smallest, the weakest, the poorest should
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touch our hearts: indeed, they have a ‘right’ to appeal to
our heart and soul. They are our brothers and sisters,
and as such we must love and care for them” (Fratelli
Tutti, n. 194).
Francis’ convictions are rooted in Catholic social
teaching — human dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity.
“Every human being has the right to live with dignity …
Unless this basic principle is upheld, there will be no
future either for fraternity or for the survival of humanity” (Fratelli Tutti, n. 107).
In “Let Us Dream,” he writes, “Solidarity acknowledges our interconnectedness; we are creatures in relationship, with duties toward each other, and all are called
to participate in society. That means welcoming the
stranger, forgiving debts, giving a home to the disabled
and allowing other people’s dreams and hopes for a better
life to become our own.”
On the other hand, subsidiarity, he writes, “involves
recognizing and respecting the autonomy of others as
subjects of their own destiny. The poor are not the objects
of our good intentions but the subjects of change. We do
not just act for the poor but with them ...”
The World Day of the Sick, February 11, gave a perfect
opportunity to practice these values.
In his message for this year’s celebration, the Holy
Father reflects on the healing power of relationships. We
must strive to create “a covenant between those in need of
care and those who provide that care,” he writes, “a
covenant based on mutual trust and respect, openness
and availability.”
Pope Francis reminds us that it is Jesus himself who

asks us to stop and listen to those who are sick or disabled. He asks us to establish personal relationships with
them, “to feel empathy and compassion, and to let their
suffering become our own as we seek to serve them.”
The pandemic has made us more aware of those who
have chosen to share in the suffering of the sick, seeing
them as neighbors and members of our one human family.
The pope lauds “healthcare personnel, volunteers, support staff, priests, men and women religious, all of whom
have helped, treated, comforted and served so many of
the sick and their families with professionalism, self-giving, responsibility and love of neighbor.”
The pope describes this closeness to suffering as a precious balm of consolation. I think of it as a silver lining
in the dark clouds that still hover over us nearly a year
after the onset of the pandemic.
To honor the World Day of the Sick, this year let’s ask
ourselves how we can become a silver lining to someone
passing through this COVID storm. We might take the
time to express our appreciation to healthcare workers,
or to reach out to a sick relative or neighbor, offering
whatever assistance they may need.
Through our compassion, may the sick who are passing through darkness find a silver lining by realizing how
much they are loved and cherished by others.
Sister Constance Veit is director of communications for
the Little Sisters of the Poor.
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COMMENTARY

The Gospels look
good on paper
The readings for the third Sunday of Lent —
Cycle B are: Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 and
John 4:5-42.
This coming weekend we will celebrate the Third
Sunday of Lent; and as I was reflecting on the readings
for this Sunday, I was reminded of a statement made in
jest by an older priest friend: “The Gospel looks good on
paper!”
What he was getting at
is that there is certainly a
GO AND GLORIFY
difference between the
ideal and the daily lived
experience of the believer.
What he was not saying is
that the ideal is impossible. My mind also went to
the famous prayer of the
Trappist monk Thomas
Merton when he said:
“But I believe that the
desire to please you does
in fact please you.”
God makes demands
Father Daniel Schomaker
upon us — his creation.
Are we trying, every day,
to live them out? Or do we just throw up our hands and
say: “This is impossible!”
The first reading from the Book of Exodus gives us
the Ten Commandments. Notice that it is the first one —
“I am the Lord, your God…” — that has the longest explanation. This is because it is the most important, and if
we get this one down, the rest will fall into place.
We are called to love God, with all of our heart, our
mind, our soul, our very being — everything that makes
us who we are should be directed towards God.
Everything!!! Oh, and this is not easy — not even a little
bit. As human beings we are very interested in the EGO
— looking out for “Number One.” But the Christian life
is not about the self, it is about the other; and specifically
the OTHER.
Our second reading from St. Paul’s second letter to the
Corinthians reminds us that even though we may think
or have others convince us that, “the Gospel looks good
on paper,” in reality “the foolishness of God is wiser than
human wisdom.” We should get on our knees every day
and thank the Good Lord for that.
God desires nothing but our good. St. Thomas
Aquinas defines love as, “Willing the good of the other.”
And since we know through Divine Revelation that “God
is love,” then the Lord cannot not desire anything but our
good, for it would be contrary to his very nature. In my
own life, that which is the most good for me is difficult
and demanding. How about yours?
Finally, in the Gospel from St. John we see the zeal
that Jesus has for the good and the just and the holy. The
temple was to be a place of prayer and sacrifice, and it
had become everything but that. One can only imagine
the stares and ridicule that Jesus received for his actions,
but it had to be done. Primarily because how can we
claim to honor God as God, if we don’t honor God’s
house?
When we act in a holy and compassionate and kind
and just and good manner, people start to pay attention:
“Many began to believe in his name when they saw the
signs he was doing.” Ours is to be a life of evangelization
— making the Gospel known; and we have to get it in our
heads and our hearts what this means — GOD LOVES
US!
The Gospel looks good on paper. But it is even better
when “The Gospel looks good lived out.”
Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine
Parish, Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky.

Reaching for the heart
The Gospel reading a few Fridays ago asked us to contemplate one of Jesus’ most challenging teachings: “You
have heard that it was said … You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. But I say to you, whoever
is angry with his brother
will be liable to judgment
VIEWPOINT
…, and whoever says, ‘You
fool,’ will be liable to fiery
Gehenna.” (Matt 5:21-22)
Gehenna — the valley of
Hannon — was the stuff of
nightmares. It was a
“cursed” place where the
ancients offered human
sacrifice. In Jesus’ time it
was a place of disposal,
where large heaps of
garbage, refuse and even
the remains of the poor
were set ablaze, ceaselessly
smoldering and burning.
Bradley Torline
This is the image Christ
used to describe Hell. This is the punishment he says we
risk when we say to someone, “You fool!” I don’t know about
you, but this makes me nervous. In my day, I have said a
number of things, to a number of people that were far
worse than the phrase, “you fool!”
There’s some comfort in remembering that Jesus uses
exaggeration from time to time. Even so, it’s usually to
ensure that we are paying close attention and taking him
very seriously. So what is he trying to tell us?
There is a common misconception that Christ came to
abolish and replace the old laws. I have even heard of a
young person saying, “Isn’t that why Jesus came? So that
we can chill, have fun and not have to worry about the
rules?” This is a fairly egregious misunderstanding, and it
remains unfortunately prevalent today.
Jesus makes it clear that he did not come to abolish the
law but to fulfill it. Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis, a Scripture
scholar and Trappist monk, puts it this way: “Christ does
not reject the law but rather, intensifies it. In some sense he
makes it more demanding, because he imposes conditions,
not only on the externals of our lives but above all on the
abiding attitude of our hearts.”
External laws and external punishments are not bad.
The point is that they are not enough. It’s good to not murder. It’s good to punish and judge those who do. But it’s not
enough!
Christ, the Lord, the God-Man, the Word of God who,
from all eternity, descended into the depths of man’s condition, taking on the form of man and slave and suffering vic-

tim IS NOT SATISFIED with the merely external. He is
after the heart.
The Greek Fathers called Him “The Knower of Hearts,”
for he sees our hearts and he will not be satisfied until, not
only our external lives and actions are cleansed from sin,
but also when our very hearts and beings are cleansed from
any taint, from any of the sources of sin.
How does murder happen? It begins with anger. And
anger begins with contempt. Jesus, the “Knower of Hearts”
tells us that it is not good enough just to refrain from external violence. We must also cleanse ourselves of the internal
violence of anger and contempt.
When I reflected on this and looked inwards a few weeks
ago, I realized just how much anger and contempt I have
inside. It’s difficult to not view everything in relation to the
unbelievable events that occurred last year. But if you’re
anything like me, 2020 has left its mark inside me — vestiges of anger and contempt, which may not always be on
the surface but, like the fires of Gehenna, continuously
smolder and burn in the background of my mind.
Even for those of us who refrained from getting into
heated arguments in grocery stores or raging political battles on social media, how many of us escaped last year
unscathed with no anger or contempt left in our hearts? I
have realized that I have plenty of anger and contempt
inside of me and that Jesus won’t be satisfied until I get rid
of it.
Contempt for ideas, movements, ideologies and actions
that threaten the Good are one thing. But contempt for
human beings — any human being — is forbidden. In fact,
if we harbor any, we make ourselves liable to Gehenna.
On the one hand this seems overwhelming. How, Lord,
can you possibly expect us to eradicate any and all traces of
contempt for other persons from our hearts? It is too enormous a task, too against our nature — it is impossible.
On the other hand we remember that, with grace nothing is impossible and that Lent is the perfect time to work
on this. Let us turn to the sacraments — to confession, to
the Eucharist, and to prayer and beg Jesus to clean us of
contempt.
He will leave our zeal for truth, goodness and beauty and
won’t alleviate righteous anger which seeks to defend such
things from any actions or movements that attack them.
But he will burn out all our contempt for people, including,
perhaps, any contempt we have for ourselves. It is not ours
to hold on to it. We are not permitted. We are commanded to
let it go — to love even our enemies.
And when we finally do let go of all contempt — can you
imagine the freedom?
Brad Torline is associate director for the Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization, Diocese of Covington, Ky.

Inauguration Day – Anger in America
“Hope has two beautiful daughters — their names are
Anger and Courage; anger at the way things are, and
courage to see that they do not remain the way they are.” —
St. Augustine
What we are experiencing at this time in our country is a
lot of anger, seemingly
about everything political,
GUEST
social, environmental;
restrictions on our liberties, disquiet within our
souls. How shall we listen
to God about this? For what
do we pray? Anger is not
the problem in itself.
Misdirected expressions of
anger that result in violence are.
As St. Augustine
reminds us, anger is a natural response that rises in us
when we know that things
Sister Dorothy
are not as they should be.
Schuette, O.S.B.
The seriousness of the situation calls forth a more or
less intense feeling of anger. The good news is that this is
the root of justice making. It energizes us to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus, and of all those persecuted for standing
up for the poor and marginalized such as Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. whom we celebrated earlier this year. They have
shown us that actions flowing from Holy Anger are measured by the cost to themselves — not damage to another.
Let us remember that Anger has a sister — Courage.
Courage calls out our fears. “What fears?,” we might ask
today. If we look deep within us we may find many specific
answers. Brené Brown, author of “Daring Greatly,” suggests
that a basic fear shared by many is that of “scarcity,” that is,
there is never enough time, never enough money, that we are
never pretty enough, rich enough, good enough, etc.
The heart of scarcity is greed, shame, comparison and
disengagement. She further poses the question that we can
ask of our nation today, “Do we lack the empathy to be compassionate? Do we fear that America is too small for all of
us? Too inadequate for all that God asks of us?”
I am hoping that it is not. My prayer is that all of us who
are citizens and those to aspire to be will discover that our
connections are truer and stronger than what separates us.
May the Holy Spirit give us the wisdom to discern the way
forward, to discover what unites us and help us trust rather
than fear each other.
The mother of Anger and Courage is Hope. Let us put on
the garment of hope — grow into it, let it comfort us, warm
us and enable us to open our arms to receive each other as
the family we truly are.
Benedictine Sister Dorothy Schuette is a professed member
of the Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, Villa
Hills, Ky.
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A story of hope from El Salvador — meet Edwin Carlos
Matthew’s Gospel invites us to remember that we are responsible for helping
all our sisters and brothers, even those who are strangers to us. When we do
this, we care for Christ. Through its Lenten “Stories of Hope” Catholic Relief
Services invites us to reflect and make room in our hearts to welcome the
stranger. This week we meet a young man from El Salvador.
Some young people in Ahuachapán in eastern El Salvador think that
being a farmer is a thing of the past. Their families have farmed for generations, but climate change and soil erosion have caused harvests — and therefore, their incomes — to shrink considerably.
Edwin Carlos, a 17-year-old eager to support his parents and two little
brothers, did not see farming in his future. However, after a teacher told him
about how new techniques and technology were changing the way farming
was being done to help restore the environment, he changed his mind.
Edwin Carlos decided to join a group of 220 students who are learning skills
like the importance of distancing when plowing and how burning harvest
residue can harm the land and air.

Cheese Pupusas with
Curtido and Salsa
Curtido
½ head of cabbage, shredded
1 large carrot, grated
½ medium yellow onion, thinly
sliced
½ cup vinegar
¼ cup water
½ t salt
1 teaspoon dried oregano
½ to 1 teaspoon red pepper
flakes
Salsa Roja
3 medium tomatoes, chopped, or
1 15-oz can of tomatoes
¼ cup onion, chopped
1 clove garlic, chopped
1 small jalapeño pepper, seeded
and chopped
¼ cup cilantro, chopped
1 teaspon dried oregano
½ cup water
Pupusas
2 cup maseca
1 pinch of salt
1½ cup water
1 cup queso fresco or farmer’s
cheese, grated
1 tablespoon fair trade olive oil

Curtido: Combine the cabbage, carrot
and onion in a large bowl. In a separate
bowl, mix in remaining ingredients.
Pour over the cabbage mixture and stir. Refrigerate
for at least 2 hours, preferably 1 day before serving.
Salsa Roja: Combine all ingredients except water in a
blender. Add half a cup of water and blend until smooth.
Add more water as needed to make salsa smooth.
Pupusas: Combine the maseca, salt and water in a
mixing bowl. Knead to form a smooth, moist dough with
a playdough-like consistency. If the mixture is too dry,
gradually add more water. If it is too sticky, gradually add
more maseca.
Using wet hands, form the dough into 8 balls about
2 inches in diameter. Using your thumb, make an
indentation into one of the balls, forming a small cup,
and fill with 1 tablespoon of cheese. Wrap the dough
to seal the cheese. Pat the dough to form a round disk
about a quarter inch thick. Repeat with the remaining
dough.
Heat a lightly oiled skillet over medium-high heat.
Cook the pupusas on each side until golden brown.
Serve warm with curtido and salsa roja.
Makes 8 pupusas

Ana Gladys Joachin Paredes, 20; Laura Vanessa Gonzalez
Zuniga, 16; Edwin Carlos Calvio, 16; and Jorge Humberto
Chiguila Portillo, 24; are students from the Agriculture
Baccalaureate program of Luis Reynaldo Tobar Public high
school. The school has recently revived the program with the help of the Raices
Ahuachapan project. They all have learned about coffee cupping and barismo.
Sadly, El Salvador has lost 75 percent of its rich land because of the large number of
trees that have been cut down and harmful agricultural practices like the extensive use
of fertilizers, making it one of the most food-insecure countries in the hemisphere. “He
who knows has an obligation to act,” says Edwin Carlos, who now knows how to use
water properly so that it is not wasted, and organic manure and other resources to provide nutrients to the soil to produce more — and healthier — crops.
Thanks to this school program, CRS’ Raíces Ahuachapán, Edwin Carlos has also
learned how to grow vegetables at home — knowledge that was extremely important
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In the days of the confinement, nearly 1,200 families
started home vegetable gardens to grow nutritious foods like onions, tomatoes, cucumbers and squash. They can eat what they harvest or sell the produce at their church or
the local market for additional income.
Pope Francis reminds us that “young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environmental crisis.” Thanks to programs like CRS’ Raíces Ahuachapán, young people are becoming
active agents of that change.

REFLECT
Why is caring for creation so important and what is the impact —
locally and globally — when we don’t care for it?

Mark Schroer MD, LLC
Internal Medicine
17 East Sixth Street
Newport KY 41071
(859) 431-8285
(859) 441-0752
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The weekly TV Mass from the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption will be broadcast on
Sunday, 5-6 p.m. on station Me TV
WLWT, on channels: over air 5-2;
Spectrum 188 in Kentucky and
Cincinnati Bell 23 or 291.

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to Msgr. John Schulte, retired, March
18; Msgr. Gerald Twaddell, chaplain and professor,
Thomas More University, March 23; Father Trinity
Knight, parochial vicar, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright,
March 24; Father Jeffrey VonLehmen, pastor, St.
Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill, March 26; Msgr. William
Neuhaus, retired, March 29; Father James Schaeper,
parochial vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Burlington, March 30.

Bible study: The Book of Job
with Father Timothy Schehr,
March 9, 16 and April 6. Virtual
stream from Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium through
Google Meet. Cost for the study is
$35. Register at covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/. Sponsored
by the Office of Catechesis and
Evangelization.

The following students have been named National Merit
Finalists in the 2021 National Merit Scholarship
Program:
Covington Catholic High School — Pete Williams;
Villa Madonna Academy High School — Jackson Bond
and Emily Richardson

Catechist certification and Adult

Faith Formation courses. Short
instruction time online and independent study assignment. Cost is
$35 per course. Open to teachers,
parish catechists, diaconate aspirants and any adult who would like
to expand their knowledge of the
Catholic faith. Course details and
online registration available at covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/.
Holy Cross District High School
Mulch and Pine Straw Sale. Three
kinds of mulch in 2 cubic foot bags
for $4.25 per bag and pine straw for
$8 per bale. All prices include free
delivery and sales tax. HCDHS students will deliver mulch to homes,
businesses or rental properties anywhere in
Kenton,
Boone
and
Campbell
Counties

starting April 15 and continuing for
at least three weeks. All proceeds
benefit Holy Cross District High
School. To order, visit hcmulch.com
or call 392-8999.
“The Eucharistic Miracles of the
World Display,” St. Henry Parish,
Elsmere, a display created from the
work of Blessed Carlo Acutis available for prayer and meditation
through Lent; the church is open
daily 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; masks and
social distancing required.
Sisters of Notre Dame Women’s
virtual retreat March 27-28,learn
about various forms of prayer,
discuss ways to integrate the
prayers into your life, and meet
other women interested in expanding their prayer life. Link with all
details are at
https://www.sndky.org/newsfeed/e
ntry/women%27s weekend-retreat298/

Ring ceremony at Covington Latin School
(left) Twenty-eight juniors participated in the
Covington Latin School Junior Ring Ceremony,
Feb. 22, at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington. Bishop Roger Foys blessed the rings and
(far left) John Kennedy, headmaster, distributed the
rings to the students, carrying on a tradition that
originated in the early 1980s. The rings are
personalized by each student. Some receive the rings
of their parents or even grandparents. The ceremony
is an induction for the juniors into the status of
upperclassmen and -women and celebrating their role
in the school’s mission.

Fish frys
Like everything else this year, fish frys are going to be different. In order to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19, all
parish fish frys must be drive-thru or carryout only. There will be NO dine-in fish frys. Workers and guests will need to
follow the safety protocols of wearing a mask and practicing safe social distancing of at least six feet apart. For the
health and safety of all, everyone is encouraged to make patience and charity a part of their Lenten practices while
waiting for your order.
St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 5-7 p.m.
Carry-out only.
St. Augustine Parish,
Covington, Every
Friday in Lent, 5 – 7:30
p.m. Drive-thru and
carry-out.
St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 5-7 p.m. Drivethru only.

St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft.
Thomas, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 4:30-7 p.m.
Drive-thru and walkup only.
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence, March
5, 12, 19, 26, April 5,
5-8 p.m. Drive-thru
only.
Knights of
Columbus, Father
Bealer Council,
Elsmere, March 5, 12,
19, 26. Lunch: 11 a.m.-

2 p.m. Dinner: 4:30-8
p.m. Carry-out only,
605 Lytle Ave.
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish,
Burlington, March 5,
12, 19, 26, 4:30-7:30
p.m. Drive-thru only.
St. John the
Evangelist Parish,
Carrollton, March 19,
4:30-7 p.m. Carry-out
and drive-thru only.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings
For all employees and
and you receive a copy if you
volunteers of the Diocese of
request it during the registraCovington who in any way
tion process. You will sign up for
provide a safe environment for a virtual VIRTUS class during the
children.
registration.
Step 1: Contact parish/school
institution leader to review the Step 3: Join the
Policies and Procedures and fill virtual VIRTUS s
ession. The day before the sesout the Application and
sion, you will receive an e-mail
Acceptance Forms.
with 4 documents attached to
Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org print. On the day of the session
and click on Registration. Follow you will receive an invitation to
join the session.
the prompts to create an
account and to request a back- No children, please.
ground check. Selection.com is a Step 4: Your account
secure site; the background
becomes active when your
check is posted on your account background check, VIRTUS ses-

St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 4:30-8 p.m.
Drive-thru only.
Mary, Queen of
Heaven Parish,
Erlanger, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 4-8 p.m. Drivethru and online ordering with curbside
pickup.
St. Mary Parish,
Alexandria, March 5,
4-7:30 p.m. Online
orders and carryout
only.

sion and Acceptance Form are
posted on your account. You
will receive 12 bulletins per year.
You will receive e-mail notices at
system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks
them.
Bulletin:
n February bulletin: posted
Sunday, Feb. 7; due Tuesday,
March 9.
n March bulletin:
will post, Sunday, March 7;
due on April 6.
Virtual VIRTUS Training:
n Tuesday, March 16,
1–4:30 p.m.

St. Paul Parish,
Florence, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Carry-out only: drive
thru, order online or
call ahead.
St. Timothy Parish,
Union, March 5, 12,
19, 26, 4:30-8 p.m.
Drive-thru only.

How to access
Virtual training
- Go to www.virtus.org
- Enter id and password
- Click on Live Training on left
column
- Click on pre-register for an
upcoming session
- Choose your training

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access
your account, contact your
parish, school or institution.
For other difficulties, contact
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500
or msteffen@covdio.org.

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979
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DELIVERY DRIVER WANTED
Edible Arrangements currently has
an open position for a Driver.
Apply at: 104 Pavilion Parkway, Newport KY

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

CLINICAL DIRECTOR OF
COUNSELING PROGRAMS
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities
ministry is seeking to hire a full-time Clinical Director for
our faith-based counseling programs. Fifty percent of
the Clinical Director’s responsibilities involves the
administrative and clinical supervision of our counseling
programs, and supervising our mental health,
pregnancy, and adoption programs. Duties include staff
coaching, training, accountability and evaluation,
programmatic quality, and quantity assurance measures.
The remaining fifty percent of the Clinical Director’s
responsibilities involves providing direct service
outpatient counseling.
Candidate requirements include:
• actively practicing Roman Catholic in good
standing with the Church;
• a Master’s degree in Social Work (preferred)
or Counseling;
• a minimum of five years’ clinical counseling
experience;
• three years of management or supervisory
experience;
• Licensed Clinical Social Worker certification
(preferred), or Licensed Professional Clinical
Counselor with supervision designation or
supervisor certification eligible;
• previous experience with diverse populations,
which may include children, adults, couples,
families, those with mental illness and substance
use disorders, life transitions, all income levels,
and various cultural backgrounds.
• experience with DSM 5;
• an ability to perform all the duties of an
independent therapist, and to work either
independently or collaboratively;
Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax a letter of interest,
C-V or comprehensive resume with compensation
history, and a minimum of five references with their
contact e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, KY
(www.covdio.org) is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of Assistant Superintendent of
Catholic Schools. The Assistant Superintendent assists
the Superintendent in carrying out the primary
Diocesan educational mission of transmitting the
Catholic faith through quality Catholic education.
The Assistant Superintendent’s role is broad,
multi-dimensional, and multi-layered, including such
responsibilities as acting as a representative of the
Bishop of Covington and being an advocate for
Catholic schools in the Diocese; monitoring the quality
of the academic programs in schools; maintaining
frequent and positive communications with Pastors,
principals, and boards (where appropriate); collecting
and aggregating specific statistical data for each
school; managing Diocese-wide testing at the elementary school level; overseeing, monitoring, and supporting Diocesan professional development activities; and
coordinating the Diocesan response to data requests
by state and federal agencies. The Assistant
Superintendent also assists with the educational
administration of the Alliance for Catholic Urban
Education (ACUE) schools. Overall, the position
encounters a wide diversity of work situations and
involves a high degree of complexity with responsibility
for advising and decision making in many areas.
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics in
good standing, able and willing to give witness to the
Catholic faith at all times, with a Master’s degree in
Education/Administration and previous experience in
school administrative leadership. Interested individuals
should submit a letter of interest along with a comprehensive resume or C-V, recent Baptismal certificate
indicating sacramental preparation, and a list of at
least five professional references to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR: skoplyay@covdio.org, FAX 859/392-1589, or
mail to 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY
EOE
41011-3115.

PRINCIPAL
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School
(www.ihm-ky.org) located in Burlington KY, is seeking a
new principal to begin July 1, 2021.
We are a 2006 and 2018 National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence, deeply rooted in our Catholic
faith. Immaculate Heart of Mary School cooperates with
parents in providing quality education to its students,
regarding their religious, physical, emotional, social and
educational development. Together we work to foster
Catholic values that will guide students to become
responsible citizens who embrace the Gospel Message
of Jesus Christ.
We strive to develop a positive school climate that
is built on a culture of safety, respect, trust and social
and emotional support.
The successful candidate will be a practicing Roman
Catholic who has Kentucky certification or can become
eligible for certification. The principal will oversee a
staff of 36 and a student body of over 400 in preschool
and grades pre-K through 8.
Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax Stephen Koplyay at
skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1589. Candidates should
include a letter of interest, a comprehensive resume,
and a minimum of five (5) professional references. EOE
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Sister Margaret Mary Gough (1930-221)
Sister Margaret Mary Gough was born on Nov.
28, 1930 to Francis M. Gough and Catherine
Volkering Gough. She was the seventh of 13 children — seven brothers and five sisters. Her
youngest brother died shortly after birth. Her sisters Sister Denise and Sister Stella Marie are members of the Benedictine community.
Margaret Mary entered St. Walburg Monastery
in 1950. She became a novice in 1951 and received
the name Sister Mary Bartholomew. First profession followed in 1952 and perpetual profession in
1955. Sister Margaret Mary celebrated her silver
jubilee in 1977, her golden in 2002 and her diamond
in 2012.
Sister Margaret Mary taught in elementary
schools of the Covington diocese from 1952 to 1963.
Sister Margaret Mary Gough,
Sister Rita Bilz,
She served as dorm mother in the boarding school
O.S.B.
O.S.B.
at Villa Madonna Academy for four years. Sister
Sisters
Mary
Anne
Wolking
and
Pauline
Rice
lived with
Margaret Mary completed her B.A. from Villa Madonna
Margaret Mary for close to 40 years. They were famous for
College in 1964 and received her teaching certificate. Three
Christmastime bourbon balls, and Derby Day Kentucky
years later she completed work for a Master’s in Education
specials. Maggie continued the Derby Day tradition after
from Xavier University, and returned for a second Master’s
moving to the monastery, and ran the betting table. No one
in Theology in 1986.
gets rich on the size of sisters’ bets.
Sister Margaret Mary served as Assistant Registrar at
In 2009 St. Walburg Monastery celebrated the sesquiVilla Madonna College 1964-67. When the college moved to
centennial of the community’s founding. Sister Margaret
Crestview Hills and changed its name to Thomas More
Mary chaired the committee, which provided a succession
College (now University), Sister Margaret Mary was its
of varied events throughout the year. Her creativity, drive
Registrar from 1968-1976. She served in the same capacity
and hard work sparked equal efforts in committee memat Edgecliff College from 1976-1981. From 1981-1996 she
bers.
worked in the Covington diocesan office of Pastoral
Margaret Mary worked regularly in the community
Planning and Research, serving as its Director for the final
archives. From this work she provided an entertaining,
11 years. In 1997 she became Associate Director of
informative reports to begin community meetings.
Development for Madonna Manor, the position from which
Notre Dame and UK football were favorites. She kept up
she retired in 2005.
with the news, particularly politics in recent years. Maggie
Sister Margaret Mary made lasting friends at each
was forthright in her opinions and honest. Her sisters
workplace, and kept her connections active. She valued
Denise and Stella summed it up: “Maggie was a strong
her friendship with Bishop William Hughes, inviting him
woman, and she was fun!”
to the monastery to plays cards in his later years.
Sister Margaret Mary died peacefully at the age of 90 on
On Saturday nights Sister Margaret Mary hosted a regFeb. 10, 2021 from complications of the COVID virus. She is
ular card game, with pizza and a drink, for a small group
survived by her sisters: Sister Denise Gough, OSB; Sister
of sisters. They will sorely miss her.

Stella Gough, OSB; and Mary Eileen Gough, nieces
and nephews, friends and her Benedictine community. Mass of Christian Burial was held March 1 with
interment following in St. Walburg Cemetery.
Sister Rita Bilz (1926-2021)
Sister Rita Bilz was born on July 6, 1926 to John
Lawrence and Margaret Foltz Bilz. Rita Philomena
was the fifth of six children, the youngest of whom
died as an infant. The family were members of Holy
Guardian Angels Church in Sandfordtown, Ky., where
Rita attended the parish school.
While living at home, Rita kept a garden which
reflected her love for order. She liked to keep things
“neat as a pin.” Always a spiritual person, she had a
grotto at home which is now at the home of her
nephew, Jim Bilz.
Rita Bilz entered St. Walburg Monastery in 1959.
She became a novice in 1960 and received the name
Sister Pius Marie. First profession followed in 1961
and perpetual profession in 1966. Sister Rita celebrated her silver jubilee in 1986 and her golden in 2011.
In 1962 Sister Rita began a lifelong ministry of culinary
artistry in the monastery kitchen. She trained novices as
they took 6-week tours of duty in the kitchen. Her “honeydear…” was preparatory to a correction. Sister Rita welcomed Sister Veronica Weibel to the kitchen in 1968. They
enjoyed many years working together.
In the early kitchen years, Sister Rita traveled to several
cooking workshops at Stonehill College and the University
of Notre Dame. She was an avid reader of Southern Living
and relied on a variety of cookbooks.
Sister Rita liked to try new things. She was more a classic cook than a trendy one, not going in for food fads. When
the days of table waiting gave way to buffet style, Sister
Rita was quite particular about the appearance of the
table. A delicious meal relies on color and texture as well
as taste. Monastery photo albums attest to that.
Wednesday was pie night. Rita served at least three
kinds, all in her own pie crust. Wednesday was the evening
the sisters invited guests.
Sister Rita retired at year’s end, 2005, after 43 years of
service to St. Walburg Monastery. She was now freer to
(Continued on page 10)

STAFF WRITER
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s
official weekly newspaper, published 44 times per
year, seeks a full-time Staff Writer. Candidates must be
practicing Roman Catholics in good standing with the
Church. The position requires a broad range of
abilities, including excellent writing, proofreading, and
organizational skills; basic photography skills; a
commitment to confidentiality and teamwork;
a passion for completing diverse projects accurately,
thoroughly, and reliably; and adaptability to
interactions with colleagues, other Diocesan
employees, and interviewees. The ideal candidate will
be self-motivated and imaginative, with a readiness to
explore multimedia platforms. In addition to regular
office hours, evening and weekend assignments occur
regularly and are considered part of the job.

CAFETERIA STAFF
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the
school day. Duties include food preparation, serving
and general cleanup. Interested individuals may
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or
call her at 859/392-1536.

Anticipated start date: immediate. Interested
candidates may submit a resume, references, and
writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by
e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.
EOE

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

NOVENA
NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. H.W.
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(Continued from page 9)
indulge in special interests, particularly listening to “real”
bluegrass music. Rita had her standards. She was well
known to local radio station personnel, calling in her opinions, her appreciation and making requests. When coworkers and sisters took her to bluegrass concerts, she
insisted on the front row. She bought their CDs, too. On her
90th birthday, who should come to the party but a bluegrass band in which Rita’s own great-niece performed. She
was totally surprised and delighted.
At age 94 Sister Rita’s life began winding down. She
died peacefully in the evening of Feb. 3, 2021. Nieces
Charlotte Decker and Barbara Blackwell preceded her in
death. She is survived by her nieces and nephews, Sister
Nancy Kordenbrock, OSB; Bob Kordenbrock; Ben
Kordenbrock; John Bilz; Jill Heink; Jim Bilz; many greatnieces and nephews, six great-great nieces and nephew
and her Benedictine community.
Mass of Christian Burial was held Monday, Feb. 22 with
interment following in St. Walburg Cemetery.
Sister Charles Wolking (1924-2021)
Sister Charles Wolking was born on Dec. 10, 1924 to
Charles and Antoinette Mueller Wolking and named
Jeanne Therese. She was the fourth of six girls, all of

whom
became
Benedictine Sisters
of
St. Walburg
Monastery.
Jeanne Wolking
entered
the
monastery in 1942.
She
became
a
novice in 1943 and
received the name
Sister
Charles.
First profession followed in 1944 and
perpetual profession in 1947. Sister
Charles celebrated
her silver jubilee in
1969, her golden in
1994, and her diaSister Charles Wolking,
mond in 2004.
O.S.B.
Sister Charles
taught elementary grades in schools of the Covington diocese for about ten years. In 1955 she graduated with a B.A.
in Occupational Therapy from the College of St. Catherine
in St. Paul, MN. She worked at the United Cerebral Palsy
Center (now Redwood) with pre-school and elementary
students. She received an M.Ed. from Xavier University in
1965.

Sister Mary Rabe’s recent Leaven article on Sister
Charles gives a loving tribute to her skills at Redwood:
“Sister Charles’ gentle and effective approach to handling
difficult situations … made her a most respected member
of the team.”
She continues: “Her loving and caring, gentle but firm,
warm and sympathetic personality led her to her next
ministry as administrator of Madonna Manor. Her successful career lasted 33 years during which time she
endeared herself to the residents with their many wishes
and needs.” During these years Sister Charles kept her
Nursing Home Administrator’s License renewed by
attending numerous workshops.
Sister Charles retired to the monastery in 1999 and
assisted where needed. She volunteered at the Manor as
sacristan and continued to visit the residents.
Until very recently Sister Charles made the rounds
with her rollator every day, getting her exercise, sharing
her wit, and sometimes trying to go out the front door to go
“home” to the Manor.
Sister Charles was preceded in death by her five sisters,
Sisters Mary Anne, Teresa, Amelia, Mercedes and
Consolata. What a reunion they are having!
Sister Charles died peacefully on the morning of Feb. 3,
2021. She is survived by her cousins, friends, and her
Benedictine community. Mass of Christian Burial was
held Monday, Feb. 22 with interment following in St.
Walburg Cemetery.

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell

Chuck – 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. • Covington KY • 581-0400

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE. (859) 392-1500
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and daughters of the same land, same mother Myanmar, and
we need to exercise patience and tolerance.

At least 18 die in Myanmar coup
protests; nun protects demonstrators
YANGON, Myanmar — Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon
called for patience and tolerance on a day when at least 18 anticoup protesters were shot dead by Myanmar security forces.
Media reported Sister Ann Nu Thawng, a member of the
Sisters of St. Francis Xavier, stood in front of troops Feb. 28,
the bloodiest day since the Feb. 1 military coup. Eyewitnesses
said she got on her knees, raised her hands toward heaven and
implored: “Don’t shoot, don’t kill the innocent. If you want, hit
me.” Her actions shocked the agents, who did not shoot and
stopped their advance. “Today, the riot has been severe nationwide,” said a tweet on @CardinalMaungBo, an unofficial
account with a web link to the Archdiocese of Yangon. “The
police are arresting, beating and even shooting at the people.
With (eyes) full of tears, Sr. Ann Nu Thawng begs & halts the
police to stop arresting the protesters.” The tweet said about
100 protesters escaped from police because of the nun. In a
homily earlier, Cardinal Bo said the streets of Myanmar have
seen so much pain, suffering and resistance, reported
ucanews.com. “Let us all believe in the power of love and reconciliation,” Cardinal Bo said in his homily. “We are all sons

Reports of women prisoners being
abused are ‘disgusting, shameful’
CLINTON, N.J. — The women housed at the Edna Mahan
Correctional Facility in Clinton, the only women’s prison in
the state of New Jersey, seem to have the cards stacked against
them. Already facing isolation, suspended visitations and
restricted gatherings — all to minimize the potential spread of
the coronavirus and exposure to it — the women incarcerated
there are facing another challenge: the fear of abuse. In the
early morning hours of Jan. 12, just nine months after the U.S.
Justice Department issued a report denouncing past abuse at
the prison, calling the abuse of the women there “severe and
prevalent,” two women were reported to have been allegedly
assaulted and several others were victims of abuse inflicted by
corrections officers. Bishop James F. Checchio of Metuchen,
who has made regular past visits to the prison to meet and
pray with the women there, called the situation “dire” and the
offenses against the women “disgusting and shameful.” In a
letter shared with local media, Catholics of the diocese, the
prison administrator and the chaplain supervisor, Bishop
Checchio wrote that “no person, no matter their past offenses

nor circumstance in life, should have to endure such abuse.”
The full text of Bishop Checchio’s letter can be found online at
diometuchen.org.

Catholic agencies welcome access to
Ethiopia’s Tigray region
NAIROBI, Kenya — Catholic relief agencies in Ethiopia welcomed a move by the government to allow more access in
Tigray, the semi-autonomous region in the north, where a military operation displaced millions and left an unspecified number of people dead. Amid increased international calls for
unrestricted access, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali
announced Feb. 24 that 135 personnel from bilateral and multilateral organizations had been cleared to travel and undertake
aid work in the region. Seven international media organizations, including The New York Times, the BBC and Reuters,
also were granted access. “This is all what the humanitarian
agencies have been seeking. They have been asking for access
to the region so that they can provide the much needed services to the people,” Andre Atsu, the Jesuit Refugee Service
regional director in Eastern Africa, told Catholic News
Service. JRS is one of the agencies providing humanitarian
assistance in the region, where half of the 6 million population
is reportedly displaced.

Bishops defend property after Spain
claims irregularities in registration
Obituary

Sister Mary Clare Jagenow,
O.Carm., (Kay Ellen Jagenow),
78, of Ft. Thomas, passed away
Monday, Feb. 15, at Carmel Manor
Nursing Home Ft. Thomas, Ky.
Sister
Clare
was
born
December 19, 1942 in Detroit, MI to
the late Captain William Jagenow
and Clare (nee: Kachnowski)
Jagenow. She was a 1961 graduate
of Servite High School in Detroit,
Mich. She was a member of the
Carmelite Order.
Sister Clare loved music, she
sang and played the organ. She
lived and worked at St. Margaret
Hall in Cincinnati for many years

Sister Mary Clare Jagenow,
O.Carm., (Kay Ellen Jagenow)

where she enjoyed baking cookies for their
annual festivals.
Sister Clare is survived by her siblings,
William (Margaret) Jagenow, Jr. of North Port,
FL, John (Laura) Jagenow of West Fargo, ND,
Paul (Sarah) Jagenow of Livonia, MI, Michael
(Judy) Jagenow of Clinton Twp., MI, David
(Candie) Jagenow of Eastpointe, MI, Mary Ann
(Ronald) Ingram of Livonia, MI, Albert (Mary
Carmen) Jagenow of Fraser, MI, also survived
by many nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be private and held at
the convenience of the family and the Carmelite
Order. Memorials are suggested to the
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm, 100
Carmel Manor Rd., Ft. Thomas, KY 41075.
Online condolences can be given at www.dmefuneral.com.

MADRID — Spain’s Catholic bishops defended their
Church’s property rights, after the government accused the
Church of improperly claiming ownership of thousands of
buildings and parcels of land. “The Church has registered
goods which Catholic people have created and entrusted to it
over centuries, so it could carry out its work of proclaiming
the Gospel, celebrating the faith and exercising charity,” said a
statement on the bishops’ conference website. “It has also registered assets received through bequests and inheritances,
which have been used, one way or another, for the same purposes. It has an obligation to safeguard and maintain these
goods, using them for its own purposes and making them available to society.” Historic churches and cathedrals with no property titles were not included in Spain’s first property register,
established in 1863 following a wave of confiscations by radical
governments and reaffirmed under laws in 1909, 1915 and 1946.
Under a 1998 law, the Catholic Church was invited to register
its assets by a simple ownership declaration. However, in a
3,000-page report published Feb. 16, the government said the
34,961 assets registered before the law was modified in 2015 had
included many nonreligious assets, including residential buildings, garages, farms and vineyards. The report gives the
Church until 2023 to provide proof of ownership of the assets.
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U.S. House passes Equality Act in a 224– 206 vote; USCCB issues Action Alert
Julie Asher
Catholic News Service

Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Catholic Education;
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman
of the USCCB Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development; Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York,
chairman of the USCCB Committee for Religious Liberty;

“Rather than affirm human dignity in ways that meaningfully exceed existing practical protections, the Equality
WASHINGTON — The House of Representatives
Act would discriminate against people of faith,” they said.
passed the Equality Act in a 224—206 vote Feb. 25.
“It would also inflict numerous legal and social harms on
A couple days ahead of the vote, the chairmen of five
Americans of any faith or none.”
U.S. bishops’ committees said its mandates will
The measure first
“discriminate against people of faith” by
passed the House
adversely affecting charities and their beneficiMay 17, 2019, in a
aries, conscience rights, women’s sports, “and
bipartisan 236–173
sex-specific facilities.”
vote, but the Senate
The bill, known as H.R. 5 and recently reindid not act on the bill
troduced in the House, also will provide for taxafter receiving it.
payer funding of abortion and limit freedom of
President
Donald
speech, the chairmen said in a Feb. 23 letter to
Trump had threatall members of Congress.
ened to veto the measH.R. 5 amends the Civil Rights Act of 1964
ure if it ever reached
to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexhis desk.
ual orientation and gender identity in employHouse leadership
ment, housing, public accommodations, public
pledged to see it reineducation, federal funding, the credit system
troduced in the 117th
and jury duty.
Congress. On Feb. 18,
“Human dignity is central to what Catholics
Rep. David Cicilline,
believe because every person is made in the
D-Rhode Island, reinimage of God and should be treated accordingtroduced
it.
ly, with respect and compassion,” they said.
Democratic Sens. Jeff
“This commitment is reflected in the Church’s
Merkley of Oregon,
charitable service to all people, without regard
Cory Booker of New
to race, religion or any other characteristic.”
Jersey and Tammy
“It means we need to honor every person’s
Baldwin
of
right to gainful employment free of unjust disWisconsin are expectCNS composite; photos by Paul Haring, Gregory A. Shemitz, Brendan McDermid of Reuters
crimination or harassment, and to the basic
ed to reintroduce a
Five
committee
chairmen
of
the
U.S.
Conference
of
Catholic Bishops in a Feb. 23, 2021, letter to members of
goods that they need to live and thrive,” they
Senate version soon.
continued. “It also means that people of differ- Congress oppose the reintroduced Equality Act. The chairmen are Bishop David A. Konderla of Tulsa, Okla.,
The U.S. bishops’
ing beliefs should be respected. In this, we Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage; Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City,
committee chairmen
wholeheartedly support nondiscrimination Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development; Bishop Michael C. Barber of Oakland, Calif.,
said in their Feb. 23
principles to ensure that everyone’s rights are Committee on Catholic Education; Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kan., Committee on
letter that if passed,
Pro-Life Activities; and Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York, Committee for Religious Liberty.
protected.”
the Equality Act will
H.R. 5 “purports to protect people experiBishop David A. Konderla of Tulsa, Oklahoma, chairman
“discriminate against individuals and religious organizaencing same-sex attraction or gender discordance from
of the USCCB Subcommittee for the Promotion and
tions based on their different beliefs by partially repealing
discrimination. But instead, the bill represents the imposiDefense of Marriage; and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann
the bipartisan Religious Freedom Restoration Act, an
tion by Congress of novel and divisive viewpoints regardof Kansas City, Kansas, chairman of the USCCB
unprecedented departure from that law and one of
ing ‘gender’ on individuals and organizations,” they said.
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.
America’s founding principles.”
“This includes dismissing sexual difference and falsely
“It is one thing to be understanding of human weakness
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, or RFRA, is a
presenting ‘gender’ as only a social construct,” they said.
and the complexities of life, and another to accept ideolo1993 law that protects religions against government intru“As Pope Francis has reflected, however, ‘biological sex
gies that attempt to sunder what are inseparable aspects of
sion.
and the sociocultural role of sex — gender — can be distinreality,” the bishops said, further quoting Pope Francis.
Among its other provisions, the bishops said, the measguished but not separated.’”
“Tragically, this act can also be construed to include an
ure would expand “the government’s definition of public
Signing the letter were: Bishop Michael C. Barber of
abortion mandate, a violation of precious rights to life and
places into numerous settings, even forcing religiously
Oakland, California, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
conscience,” the committee chairmen added.
operated spaces, such as some church halls and equivalent
facilities owned by synagogues or mosques, to either host
functions that violate their beliefs or close their doors to
their broader communities.”
On Feb. 26, House Republicans introduced a compromise measure called the Fairness for All Act, which differs
from H.R. 5 in that it would “clarify protections based on
race, color and national origin.” But also unlike the
Equality Act, the compromise bill says RFRA can be used
“as a defense in court against allegations of illegal antiLGBTQ discrimination.”
The USCCB on its website posted an “Action Alert” —
https://bit.ly/3qVHIkL — asking Catholics to write to
their representatives and senators to urge them to vote
against the Equality Act.
Some state Catholic conferences have done the same,
including the Montana Catholic Conference. In a Feb. 24
“Call to Action,” it said: “Everyone deserves to be treated
with respect and dignity. The Equality Act ... in many ways
does the opposite and needs to be opposed.”

