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“The Chaste Heart of St. Joseph” by artist Giovanni Gasparro is the image of
the Year of St. Joseph for the Diocese of Covington. Father Jordan Hainsey
said that the image features a youthful St. Joseph and that Mr. Gasparro draws
on the traditional iconography of St. Joseph while offering a contemporary
depiction that is accessible to the faithful of today. The strength of St. Joseph’s
character extended to all aspects of his life and person — including his heart.
With his whole being illumined by God, Mr. Gasparro depicts his heart on fire
with the love of God. A flowering lily staff points to his purity of heart.
Together the heart and staff remind the viewer that purity of heart lies within
reach, thanks to the grace of God and the intercession of Joseph-most-chaste.

Prayer to St. Joseph
O Glorious St. Joseph, with Jesus and Mary, you knew hunger,
uncertainty, and illness, but you turned your chaste heart to God in
your need and those of your family, and accepted the Father’s
response as events unfolded.
Help us to recognize God’s will in our lives and to accept what He
bestows in loving kindness.
May we imitate your example and be shielded with your
protecting help, so that we may live a noble life, die a holy death,
and secure everlasting happiness in Heaven.

Amen.

As the Solemnity of St. Joseph approaches, March 19, the
Diocese of Covington begins its celebration of the Year of St.
Joseph, drawing the faithful to contemplation of the man Jesus
knew, loved and called father.
“After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently in papal documents than St. Joseph,” said Bishop Roger
Foys. “He was a father, protector, provider and he is an example of
faith in God.”
On the solemnity, Bishop Foys will celebrate Mass at 10 a.m. at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Anyone
attending the Mass in person will be required to wear a mask and
all social distancing protocols will be observed. The Mass will be
live streamed from the Cathedral’s website, covcathedral.com,
allowing everyone to join. Pastors are encouraged to celebrate a
special Mass dedicated to St. Joseph at their parish.
Pope Francis, to recognize the 150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as patron of the Universal Church, issued his
apostolic letter, “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), establishing the Year of St. Joseph, Dec. 8, 2020 – 2021. “The greatness of St.
Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus.
In this way, he placed himself, in the words of St. John Chrysostom,
‘at the service of the entire plan of salvation,’” Pope Francis said in
his apostolic letter.
Additionally on March 19, so that the faithful may celebrate the
solemnity without Lenten restrictions, Bishop Foys has dispensed
the obligation to abstain from meat on that Friday. According to
canon law: “Abstinence from meat, or from some other food as
determined by the episcopal conference, is to be observed on all
Fridays, unless a solemnity should fall on a Friday.” This will allow
the faithful to continue or discover the tradition of celebrating the
feast with a St. Joseph Table — a table teeming with breads and
sweets. (See related story on page 3).
Also on St. Joseph’s feast day, March 19, the Church will begin
its recognition of The Year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” March 19,
2021 – June 26, 2022. In his apostolic exhortation “Amoris Laetitia,”
“On Love in the Family,” Pope Francis inaugurated the The Year
“Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will conclude on the occasion of
the World Meeting of Families in Rome.
About the exhortation, Pope Francis wrote, “I understand it as a
proposal for Christian families, which stimulates them to value the
gifts of marriage and the family, and to maintain a strong love full
of values such as generosity, commitment, fidelity and patience.
Secondly, because it aims to encourage everyone to be signs of
mercy and closeness where family life is not fulfilled perfectly or
does not take place with peace and joy.”
Bishop Foys said that in St. Joseph’s role of protector of the
Holy Family, celebrating the years of St. Joseph and The Family
concurrently, for a time, highlights the centrality of the family to
humanity.
“St. Joseph was a loving father, a courageous father,” Bishop
Foys said. “Now, in a time when family life is threatened, I think the
whole notion of fatherhood can sometimes be lost. It is fitting that
we turn to St. Joseph, who is also the patron of the Universal
Church, to ask his intercession to strengthen families, which dovetails on the Year of Families.”
About holy years, Bishop Foys said, “It is to lift us up out of our
everyday business and busyness to give special attention to a saint
or a vocation.”
Father Daniel Schomaker, vicar general and Father Jordan
Hainsey, administrative assistant to the Bishop, have been developing materials to assist the faithful in focusing their attention on St.
Joseph and devotions to him. Soon parishioners will receive in
their mailboxes a letter from Bishop Foys along with a prayer card
(Continued on page 2)

A message from Bishop Roger Foys
This year the celebration of the Solemnity of St. Joseph falls
on a Friday (19 March 2021). Since the celebration occurs on
a Friday of Lent, the observance of the law of abstinence
from meat on Friday is dispensed on this day. This
dispensation applies to all the faithful of the Diocese of

Covington as well as to anyone present in the Diocese of
Covington on that day. Those who avail themselves of this
dispensation are encouraged to undertake some other form
of penance, especially the works of charity and exercises of
piety. (cf. Canon 1253, Code of Canon Law)
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Schedule of traveling St. Joseph relic
2021
1.
2.
3.
4.

Saint Edward (Harrison) March 13-14
St. Francis Xavier (Pendleton) March 20-21
St. Augustine (Augusta, Bracken) March 27-28
Saint James (Bracken) April 3-4

Year of St. Joseph
(Continued from page 1)

and a brochure with information on prayers and devotions to
delve deeper into holiness during the Year of St. Joseph. A
webpage covdio.org/stjoseph is being developed where links
will be available to even more resources.
A key aspect that will unite the Diocese in prayer during
the Year of St. Joseph is the traveling relic. A reliquary containing a second class relic of St. Joseph’s cloak will travel to
all parishes. St. Edward Parish, Cynthiana, will be its first
host. Father Niby Kannai will receive the relic Saturday,
March 13 during the parish’s celebration of confirmation at
the Cathedral. The relic will remain at the parishes for one
week. At the end of each Mass, a special prayer will be prayed
to bless the people of the parish. The relic will return to the
Cathedral Feb. 19-20, 2022. (For the Traveling Relic Schedule
see above.)
The Second Vatican Council teaches that the family is the
Domestic Church — that it is in the context of the family that
we first learn about and grow in our love of God. The materials and links developed by Father Schomaker and Father
Hainsey include many spiritual and tangible suggestions for
families on ways to pray and celebrate during the Year of St.
Joseph. These include creating a home altar to St. Joseph,
making a St. Joseph cord bracelet to pray the seven sorrows
and seven joys of St. Joseph, praying a novena or chaplet to
St. Joseph, making dinner a time for family gathering, reconciling with God through the sacrament of reconciliation and,
also, to make a personal effort to heal broken relationships
with family and friends.
A good way to begin the Year of St. Joseph is by reading
the Holy Father’s apostolic letter on St. Joseph, “Patris
corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”).
“These are all means by which we can draw people into
the life of the Holy Family, which is the model by which our
own families strive to live,” said Father Schomaker.

5. St. Rose of Lima (Mason) April 10-11
6. St. Charles Borromeo (Flemingsburg) April 17-18
7. St. Patrick (Mason) April 24-25
8. Holy Redeemer (Lewis) May 1-2
9. Sts. Peter and Paul (Campbell) May 8-9
10. St. Mary of the Assumption (Campbell) May 15-16
11. St. Joseph (Cold Spring) May 22-23
12. St. John the Baptist Wilder (Campbell) May 29-30
13. St. Thomas (Campbell) June 5-6
14. St. Catherine of Siena (Campbell) June 12-13
15. St. Bernard (Campbell) June 19-20
16. Divine Mercy (Campbell) June 26-27
17. St. Philip (Campbell) July 3-4
18. St. Joseph, Camp Springs (Campbell) July 10-11
19. St Therese (Campbell) July 17-18
20. Holy Spirit (Campbell) July24-25
21. Our Savior (Kenton) July 31-August 1
22. Mother of God (Kenton) August 7-8
23. St. John the Evangelist and St. Anne Mission
August 14-15
24. Sts. Boniface and James August 21-22
25. St. Agnes (Kenton) August 28-29
26. Our Lady of Lourdes September 4-5
27. Blessed Sacrament (Kenton) September 11-12
28. St. Joseph Cresent Springs (Kenton)
September 18-19
29. Mary, Queen of Heaven (Boone) September 25-26
30. Cristo Rey October 2-3
31. St. Henry (Kenton) October 9-10
32. St. Paul (Boone) October 16-17
33. IHM (Boone) October 23-24
34. St. Timothy (Boone) October 30-31
35. All Saints (Boone) November 6-7
36. St. Joseph, Warsaw (Gallatin) November 13-14
37. St. Edward Mission (Owen) November 20-21
38. Transfiguration Mission (Owen) November 27-28
39. St. John the Evangelist Carrollton (Carroll)
December 4-5

40. St. William and St. John Mission December 11-12
41. St. Matthew (Kenton) December 18-19
42. St. Patrick (Kenton) December 25-26

2022
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

St. Cecilia (Kenton) January 1-2
St. Pius (Kenton) January 8-9
St. Barbara (Kenton) January 15-16
St. Anthony (Kenton) January 22-23
Holy Cross (Kenton) January 29-30
St. Benedict (Kenton) January February 5-6
St. Augustine, Covington (Kenton) February 12-13
Cathedral (Kenton) February 19-20

The dates given represent the weekend the relic arrives
at the parish.

Pastors installed at St. Edward and St. Cecilia parishes
Yeamans photos

St. Edward Parish, Cynthiana, witnessed,
March 6, the official installation of its 25th
pastor. Bishop Roger Foys installed Father
Niby Kannai as pastor of the diocese’s
southern-most parish. (above) The Rite of
Installation begins with the pastor renewing
the priestly promises made at ordination.
(left) Bishop Foys hands Father Kannai a
violet stole representing the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. “Father Niby, in this church’s
confessional you will bring healing and
forgivness to God’s people,” Bishop Foys said
as he handed him the stole.

Keener photos

Father Harry Settle was installed, March 7,
pastor of St. Cecilia Parish, Independence.
He is the parish’s 12th resident pastor.
(left) As Mass begins, Bishop Roger Foys
hands Father Settle the keys to the parish,
saying, “My dear friends, because I am aware
of your pastoral needs and am confident of
Father Settle’s qualifications for the office of
pastor, I now entrust to him the keys of this
church and present Father Settle to you as
your new pastor.” (above) After the Rite of
Installation, Father Settle bows in gratitude
as Bishop Foys and the congregation welcome
hime with applause.
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St. Joseph table family-centered celebration
of petition and thanksgiving
The St. Joseph Altar or St. Joseph Table is a tradition
from Sicily. It originated from a time of drought and famine.
In prayer, the people implored St. Joseph,
their patron, for relief from the famine that
gripped the island. At last the skies opened,
sending down the life-giving water. To show
their gratitude, they prepared a table with a
special assortment of foods they had harvested. After paying honor to St. Joseph,
they distributed the food to the less fortunate.
The first St. Joseph Altar set up on the
Island of Sicily was a small one, of course.
But as time went on and the tradition took
hold, the altars grew larger and more
ornate. Today, the artistic quality of the
breads, cookies and pastries, which are
baked in such shapes as chalices, staffs and
pyramids, often rivals the exquisite flavor
of the food offerings.
Though Sicilian immigrants introduced
the custom to America, the celebration is
not confined to any nationality. Rather, it
has become a public event which its devoted
participants embrace for a host of private
and personal reasons. The feast is alternately a source of petition and thanksgiving.
The celebration of St. Joseph’s feast day
with the St. Joseph Altar is a tradition that
centers on the entire family. One of the special customs calls for the selection of children to portray members of the Holy Family — Jesus, Mary
and Joseph. Angels and favorite saints may also be included
in the ritual, which begins with the “saints” going door to

door to seek aid until finally reaching the place where the
altar is on display.
After the Holy Family has
eaten, guests may partake of
the meal. Most of the foods presented on the altar are
acquired through begging, a
symbol gesture that represents
what the poor of Sicily were
forced to do. When the feast is
over, the remaining food and
whatever money has been contributed are given to the poor.
Whether a St. Joseph Altar
is an elaborate display at an
elegant church or a humble
table in a modest home, it is a
reflection of deep devotion to
St. Joseph, the patron of those
in need — workers, travelers,
the persecuted, the poor, the
aged, the dying. And it is a custom that has enjoyed resurgence in recent years, as young
and old have begun to rediscover their heritage.
After many centuries, the
St. Joseph Altar still serves as
a reminder that those who
have enjoyed some measure of
good fortune must share it
with those who have less.
This article was published online at Catholic Culture and
has been edited and reprinted with permission.

DPAA is an opportunity to share
the gifts God has given with others
Laura Keener
Editor

As materials for the Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal
begin to be delivered to homes throughout the diocese,
Karen Riegler, DPAA leadership gifts chair, offered an
update from the campaign’s
first phase — the leadership
gifts phase.
The leadership gifts phase is
an important phase of the
DPAA. “It sets the pace for the
campaign,” Mrs. Riegler said.
During this year’s leadership gifts phase, 33 volunteer
solicitors personally
contacted the top 200
donors from last year’s
DPAA, inviting them
to participate again in
this year’s DPAA. As of
Monday, March 8,
solicitors
have
received gifts and
Karen Riegler
pledges totaling over
$280k. The solicitors will complete their work and
have all gifts and pledges reported to the
Stewardship and Mission Services Office by March
15. The goal for this year’s DPAA is $2.6 million.
“I thank the leadership gift solicitors that serve
in this very important first phase,” said Mrs.
Riegler. “As the gifts chair, I ask those who have
been solicited in Phase I to make a sacrificial gift
and if possible to enroll in one of the leadership gift
clubs available through the DPAA.”
There are five leadership gift clubs available to
donors: Lux Christi Guild, $10,000 or above;
Bishop’s Society, $5,000–$9,999; Mitre Society, $2,500–
$4,999; Monsignors’ Society, $1,500–$2,499 and
Crosier Society, $1,000–$1,499. Donors at all gift club
levels are enrolled in The Bishop’s Partnership in
Charity Society, an alliance of Catholic men and
women, religious communities, organizations and

businesses who have committed to playing a unique leadership role in the work of the Church.
Through the generous gifts made to the DPAA, thousands
of local people benefit from the spiritual, educational and
charitable ministries, programs and services offered by the
Church.
“It’s important to know that the money is being well
spent,” said Mrs. Riegler, “Through the DPAA donors can be
confident that this a good and responsible use of our stewardship.”
Ministries supported, in part, by the DPAA include: adoption and foster care services, parenting classes, family counseling, unplanned pregnancy counseling, substance abuse
treatment, student counseling, care for retired priests, seminarian education, deacon formation, parish and school religious education, retreat programs, campus ministry,
Hispanic ministry, meal programs and food pantries, shelter for the homeless and
tuition assistance for students.
The next phase of the
DPAA is Announcement
Weekend, March 13–14. During
Announcement
Weekend
parishioners will watch a
video message from Bishop
Roger Foys and will meet a few
of the beneficiaries of the
DPAA. Commitment Weekend,
March 20–21, will allow everyone an opportunity to make a
gift.
“I think the DPAA is a great
opportunity for all Catholics to
show gratitude for the gifts
that God has given them. I
want to thank Bishop Foys for
giving me the opportunity to
serve in this capacity,” Mrs.
Riegler said.

Coronavirus Report
(as of Monday, March 8)

The information below includes reported cases from
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not
including administrators, faculty and staff and
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and
religious houses.
Positive Cases
Active positive cases: 25
Recovered positive cases: 816
Total ever positive cases: 841
Currently Self-quarantined
Close Contacts: 55
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 36

24 Hours for the Lord
In 2015, for the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope
Francis asked dioceses to
designate stational churches
that would set aside time for
continuous celebration of the
Sacrament of Confession.
This time was named “24 Hours
for the Lord.” The
tradition continues in the
Diocese of Covington with two
parish churches setting aside 12
continuous hours for the faithful to avail themselves of the
sacrament of confession.
Additionally, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament will be held
during that time.
Confessions and adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament
from 12 p.m. – 12 a.m.

CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz

A hand holding an
olive branch — a
symbol of peace —
is depicted in a
stained-glass
window in a reconciliation room at
St. Patrick Church
in Smithtown, N.Y.

Friday March 12 at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington
Friday, March 19 at Divine
Mercy Parish, Bellevue

Bishop’s
Schedule
March 12
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.
March 13
Confirmation, St. Edward
Parish, Cynthiana, at Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 10 a.m.
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.
March 14
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
March 15
Individual meeting, 10 a.m.
March 16
St. Vincent Seminary Board
of Regents meeting,
10 a.m.–3 p.m.
March 17
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m.

March 18
Diocesan staff directors
meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Holy Hour for victims of sexual
abuse, for the sanctification of
priests, and for an end to the
pandemic, Cathedral Basilica,
3 p.m.
March 19
Solemnity of St. Joseph Mass,
Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m.
March 20
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.
March 21
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
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The parable of the Good Samaritan … the model of Christian charity
“The Oxford American Desk Dictionary and Thesaurus”
defines “Samaritan” as a “charitable or helpful person.” But
the modern usage of the term discloses a paradox, for a former synonym for opprobrium has evolved into a positive
metaphor for compassion and charity. Now it is taken for
granted that persons, institutions (especially health
care facilities), programs,
and laws can proudly be
designated “Good
Samaritan.”
Such a meaning would
simply not be the case in
the original setting of
Jesus’ story of the Good
Samaritan. On the contrary, not even the wildest
dreams of observant Jews
in Jerusalem at the time of
Jesus would have visualized a Samaritan as
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler
“neighbor.” In that religious culture Samaritans
symbolized a class of social and religious outcasts.
Moreover, the positive connotations of that image tend to
have domesticated its raw evocative power conveyed in the
historical context of Jesus’ parable of the “Good
Samaritan.”
Dominican Father Timothy Radcliffe has incisively
explained both the dynamics of the New Testament parables
and, in particular, their impact as demonstrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37).
Regarding the Gospel parables, the former provincial of
the Dominican Province of Great Britain, observes: “Jesus’
parables should catch us and carry us away. We find ourselves inside parables and they transform us. Jesus’ parables
usually did this by shocking people. The trouble is that we
know them so well that they do not often surprise us. It is
like listening to a joke when you know the punch line. We
have to rediscover the sense of surprise.”
In applying his analysis of parables to the story of the
Good Samaritan, Father Radcliffe frames the ironic twist of
that parable of Jesus: “... it is this impure man, this heretic,
the Samaritan, who offers help and not the holy priest or the
Levite.”
On account of the historic mutual antagonism between
Jews and Samaritans, the punch line which identified a
Samaritan as the hero in Jesus’ telling of the story would
have caused imaginative shock in his hearers. The historic
mutual antagonism between Jews and Samaritans would
have generated an inevitable sense of shock.
Without doubt, a despised Samaritan, one who stood outside the covenant, could never be viewed as an example of
the fulfillment of the Law.
In line with this standard interpretation by biblical scholars, Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene LaVerdiere (d. 2008)
commented that the “mistrusted and despised” Samaritan
“cared for the stricken Jew in a manner which far surpassed
ordinary obligation and sense of decency.”
The exegesis of the parable rendered by Pope Benedict
XVI in his encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” (“God is Love,”
2005) offers a succinct summary of the parable’s revolutionary teaching on the meaning of “neighbor.”
In Part I of his inaugural encyclical, the Holy Father
states: “Until that time, the concept of ‘neighbor’ was understood as referring essentially to one’s countrymen and to foreigners who had settled in the land of Israel; in other words,
to the closely-knit community of a single country or people.
This limit is now abolished. Anyone who needs me, and
whom I can help, is my neighbor.”
Pope Benedict XVI concluded that the parable of the
Good Samaritan universalizes the concept of “neighbor,” a
scope of responsibility that is at the same time not simply
abstract and generic but concrete and calling “for my own
practical commitment here and now.” (DCE, n.15)
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Part II of “Deus Caritas Est” develops the theme of “The
Practice of Love by the Church as a Community of Love.”
In this section, the now Pope-Emeritus analyzed the service of charity as a constitutive element of the nature of the
Church. Tradition identifies a threefold responsibility of the
Church — the ministry of charity (diakonia), the proclamation of the Word of God (kerygma-martyria), and the celebration of the sacraments (leitourgia). These ancient categories
of ecclesial ministries constitute indispensable and inseparable elements of the Church’s mission. (DCE, n. 25a)

‘Following the parable of the Gospel,
we could say that suffering,
which is present
under so many different forms
in our human world, is also present
in order to unleash love
in the human person, that unselfish gift
of one’s “I” on behalf of other people,
especially those who suffer.’
— St. John Paul II, “Salvifici Doloris,” n. 29

In locating the inherent responsibilities of charity within
the life of the Church as the family of God, Pope Benedict
XVI recognized that the obligations of charity extend
beyond the boundaries of the Church. On this point, he
invoked the parable of the Good Samaritan as “the standard
which imposes universal love toward the needy whom we
encounter ‘by chance’ (cf. Luke 10:31), whomever they may
be.” (DCE, n. 25b)
Later in the encyclical, Pope Benedict XVI returned again
to this biblical story when he discusses the distinctiveness of
the Church’s charitable activity: “Following the example of
the Good Samaritan, Christian charity is first of all the simple response to immediate needs and specific situations:
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, caring for and healing the sick, visiting those in prison, etc.” (DCE, n. 31)
In addition to personal acts of compassion, the encyclical
also addresses at length the Church’s charitable organizations. In this regard, there is clear support for professional
competence. Yet, over and beyond training and credentials,
workers in the field of charity need to engage those whom
they serve with “humanity” and “heartfelt concern.” The
call for personal encounter marked by “heartfelt concern”
entails a “formation of heart” that stems from the
“encounter of God in Christ which awakens their love and
opens their spirits to others.”
In this context, neighbor-love becomes effective, not on
account of a commandment imposed from without, but from
within, as a derivative of faith, “a faith which becomes
active through love (cf. Gal 5:6).” (DCE, n. 31a)
Furthermore, Pope Benedict XVI understood the status of
Christian charitable activity as being independent of partisan ideologies and purely secular projects but as “a way of
making present here and now the love that man always
needs.”
Thus, he called the Christian approach to charitable
activity “the program of the Good Samaritan, the program
of Jesus.” The program of Jesus embodies “a heart that
sees.” In other words, a heart that is graced to see “where
love is needed, and acts accordingly.” (DCE, n. 31b)
Since charitable activity under the auspices of the
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Church stands as “a communitarian initiative,” spontaneous
individual initiatives must be integrated with “planning,
foresight and cooperation with other similar institutions.”
In “Experiencing Jesus” (1995) Jesuit Father Gerald
O’Collins reflects on the relationship of spirituality to the
works of mercy. “A heart that sees” is formed by perseverance in prayer: “Those who live in loving and prayerful
familiarity with Jesus will have the strength to go and imitate the selfless compassion of the Good Samaritan. Those
who generously and actively serve their neighbors will do so
because prayer has shown them the face of Jesus in the sick,
the old, and the dying.”
Father O’Collins’ meditation closes with an engaging
spiritual insight: “They can do ‘something beautiful for
Jesus’ because they have looked on his face in prayer.”
A note on the “Gospel of Suffering.” The apostolic letter
“Salvifici Doloris” (“On the Christian Meaning of Human
Suffering,” 1984) was a profound theological reflection on the
salvific meaning of human suffering. Pope St. John Paul II
declared that love is “the fullest source of the answer to the
question of the meaning of suffering.” That response of
Love was “given by God to man in the Cross of Jesus
Christ.” (SD, n. 13)
St. John Paul II wove the parable of the Good Samaritan
into the tapestry of a major theme, “the Gospel of suffering.” (SD, nn. 28-30)
In his exegesis of the parable of the Good Samaritan, the
late Holy Father summed up the meaning of being an
authentic “neighbor”: “For of the three travelers along the
road from Jerusalem to Jericho, on which there lay a halfdead man who had been stripped and beaten by robbers, it
was precisely the Samaritan who showed himself to be ‘the
real ‘neighbor’’ of the victim: ‘neighbor’ means also the person who carried out the commandment of love of neighbor.”
(SD, n. 28)
The implications of the parable of the Good Samaritan
establish an organic link with the Gospel of suffering and
confirm the personal bonds that tie a Christian to a suffering
neighbor. Thus, Christians who are spiritually engaged with
the narrative of the parable are “not allowed to ‘pass by on
the other side’ indifferently; we must ‘stop’ beside him.
Everyone who stops beside the suffering of another, whatever form it might take, is a Good Samaritan.”
“Salvifici Doloris” identifies “every individual who is
sensitive to the suffering of others, who is ‘moved’ by the
misfortune of another,” as a Good Samaritan.
From a theological standpoint, all forms of human suffering paradoxically become a summons “to unleash love in the
human person, that unselfish gift of one’s ‘I’ on behalf of
other people, especially those who suffer.” The apostolic letter recognizes the world of human suffering as a constant
cry for the creation of another world: “[T]he world of
human love; and in a certain sense man owes to suffering
that unselfish love which stirs in his heart and actions.” (SD,
n. 29)
Solidarity rather than indifference to the suffering of
another enjoins a “neighbor” to “stop,” “sympathize,” just
like the Samaritan of Gospel parable. (SD, n. 29)
Moreover, the parable of the Good Samaritan reveals “a
deeply Christian truth, but one that at the same time is very
universally human.” Accordingly, naming activities that are
undertaken on behalf of the suffering and needy a “‘Good
Samaritan’ work” is appropriate.
In recent centuries, institutions have also been created to
take up such “Good Samaritan” activities. In particular, the
apostolic letter explicitly singles out the health care professions (e.g., doctors, nurses) and speaks of an “evangelical
content” to those professions. That “evangelical content” is a
characteristic that marks a vocation or calling.
In this regard, the parable of the Good Samaritan stands
as “one of the essential elements of moral culture and universally human civilization.”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism, episcopal
liaison to the Messenger and professor of theology at Thomas
More University.
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Capture the joys
of childhood
Many parents and grandparents today are noticing the
increase in technology use among children. Even if their
own children do not have a device, I’m sure they have heard
the common phrase “but everyone else has one.” And looking at current data that
might be true.
VIEWPOINT
When I was an elementary school principal, we
used to collect the students’
cell phones in the office each
morning and return them at
the end of the day. Many parents wanted their children to
carry phones to school as a
means to communicate with
them — especially after
school. Now that I have a
young driver, I share this
Kendra McGuire
same desire and see the technology as another tool for
safety. We saw many middle school students with devices but
there were also many children as young as third grade with
their own device.
I recently watched a documentary titled “Childhood 2.0:
The Living Experiment.” In addition to the prevalence and
dangers of technology, this video discussed childhood suicides and mental health problems which have significantly
increased since the explosion of smartphones and social
media use among children. As a parent and educator, the
information shared in this documentary was alarming but
also coincides with what we are seeing in children today.
Unfortunately, the smartphones that we use for our children’s safety are also introducing them to a variety of dangers that may drastically impact their personal safety and
growth and development for years to come. Every smartphone has internet access and offers thousands of free apps.
The apps that many children are using including Snapchat,
Instagram, TikTok and so many others are exposing our children to content and psychological challenges they are not
equipped to handle. Within seconds, children can access
pornography, receive direct messages from strangers all of
over the world, and find themselves in situations that they
have no idea how to get out of safely.
As educators, we are seeing an increase in the anxiety
and mental health struggles of students. We also find ourselves struggling to address issues that arise from students’
social media use outside of school. Through social media
students are aware of all the interactions between themselves and other children. This includes the good and bad
things and unfortunately the interactions, photos and videos
are often public on their accounts and can be shared with
anyone within seconds. Using this technology, a child can be
picked on by another child at all hours of the day and night
and everyone else connected can watch it happen. Children
can also see when they’re being excluded from activities simply from seeing the pictures shared by their classmates.
While these challenges have been growing, the pandemic
has only exacerbated the problem. The inability for children
to engage with their peers in-person has pushed them further into the isolation and loneliness of using technology to
“stay connected.” The device is not really connecting them to
anyone and is leaving them feeling disconnected and lacking
the human interaction they desperately need.
As educators we are always looking for ways to improve
educational outcomes for students. When the faith and learning environment is impacted negatively, we have to identify
the problem and seek solutions. There is mounting evidence
that children’s use of technology is a huge problem. It is
stealing their childhood and we do not yet know the long
term impacts. We cannot wait to find out what those will be.
It is time for us to come together as parents, educators and
the faith community to seek solutions.
We can begin by educating ourselves about these issues
and making changes in our own homes. We can monitor our
children’s device usage and set up boundaries and limits. But
this will also require us to put down our phones. As we move
into nicer weather, maybe it’s time to teach this generation
the joys of childhood by getting outside and showing them
ourselves. Let’s make sure we do not allow our children be
the social experiment of this technology.
Kendra McGuire is superintendent of Catholic Schools for
the Diocese of Covington, Ky.

The world episcopate and the German apostasy
As the names Ambrose, Augustine, Athanasius and John
Chrysostom suggest, the middle centuries of the first millennium — the era of the Church Fathers — were the golden
age of the Catholic episcopate. The Catholic Church
THE CATHOLIC
recognizes 35 men and
DIFFERENCE
women as exemplary teachers; 14 of them — 40 percent
of the entire roster of the
“Doctors of the Church” —
were bishops who lived in
that epoch. Theirs were not
tranquil times. But even as
these brave shepherds battled heresies within the
Church and overbearing
rulers who tried to subordinate the Church to their
power, they created a spirituGeorge Weigel
al patrimony from which we
still benefit today, as the Church regularly ponders their sermons, letters and biblical commentaries in the Liturgy of
the Hours.
One characteristic of this golden age of bishops was the
practice of fraternal challenge and correction within the
episcopate. Local bishops in the mid-first millennium
believed they belonged to, and shared responsibility for, a
worldwide communion. Convinced that what happens in one
part of the body has effects on the whole, bishops like
Cyprian, Basil of Caesarea, Ambrose and Augustine did not
hesitate to correct brother bishops they thought were mistaken in their doctrine or disciplinary practice — and sometimes did so in forceful language.
This concept of the bishops’ mutual responsibility for the
world Church was retrieved by the Second Vatican Council’s
teaching on episcopal collegiality. The Fathers’ practice of
fraternal challenge and correction remains to be recovered,
however. That recovery is now essential as the Church in
Germany falls deeper into apostasy — a denial of the truths
of Catholic faith that threatens schism.
The mechanism for this is the so-called “German Synodal
Way,” a multi-year process that aims to substantially alter
the Deposit of Faith on matters of doctrine, Church order,
and the moral life, thereby betraying Pope St. John XXIII’s
intention for Vatican II. According to its recently released
“Fundamental Text,” the German Synodal Way will correct
the Lord Jesus on the constitution of the Church and its
episcopal governance (“Time has passed over these models,”
the German text declares), even as the Synodal Way rectifies
and improves the Church’s teaching on “gender justice ….
the evaluation of queer sexual orientations, and … dealing

with failure and new beginnings (e.g., marriage after
divorce).”
How is this possible? It’s possible, according to the
Fundamental Text, because “there is no one truth of the religious, moral and political world, and no one form of thought
that can lay claim to ultimate authority.” Thus, “in the
Church … legitimate views and ways of life can compete
with each other even in core convictions … theologically justified claims to truth, correctness, comprehensibility and
honesty … [can] be contradictory to each other….”
This is not just a word salad confected by ideologically
giddy academics and power-driven Church bureaucrats. It is
apostasy, and apostasy in service to the post-modern creed
that there may be “your truth” and “my truth” but nothing
properly describable as the truth. And lest you think that
this approach will lead to a new tolerance of diversity, the
Fundamental Text warns those who profess the Nicene
Creed, rather than the post-modern creed, that they will be
compelled to “support” and “promote” what they reject as
departures from Christian faith. The instinct for totalitarian
coercion dies hard in some cultures, it seems.
Bishop Georg Bätzing of Limburg, president of the
German bishops’ conference, claims that the German
“Synodal Way” is being watched enthusiastically elsewhere
in the world Church. If so, that’s only happening among the
shrinking cadres of Catholic Lite, who have not learned
from the German example that Catholic Lite leads to the
Catholic Zero exemplified by this Fundamental Text. It is
imperative, therefore, that brother bishops disabuse Bishop
Bätzing of the illusion that he, the great majority of the
German episcopate, and the bloated German Church
bureaucracy are the courageous pioneers of a brave new
Catholicism.
The first responsibility here lies with the Bishop of
Rome, Pope Francis, who should do what Pope St. Clement I
did with the rowdy Corinthians in the immediate post-apostolic period and what Pope St. Gregory the Great did with
brother bishops during the age of the Fathers: call the
German bishops back to the “faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). This responsibility is not
the pope’s alone, however. Other bishops throughout the
world Church should let Bishop Bätzing know of their grave
concern about the corrosive character of the Synodal Way’s
Fundamental Text.
That is what men of the caliber of Ambrose, Augustine,
Athanasius and John Chrysostom — who would have
gagged at the Fundamental Text’s celebration of “ambiguity” — would do.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

For God so loved the world
The readings for the fourth Sunday of Lent — Cycle
B are: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Ephesians 2:4-10;
and John 3:14-21.
When I was newly ordained, a funeral home called and
asked if I could preside at a funeral service for a 6-month-old
infant who had died. I had
no idea what to expect.
GO AND GLORIFY
As I walked in the door
of the funeral home I could
hear people crying. The
mother of the infant was
kneeling in front of the tiny
casket crying aloud, “I want
my baby boy back.” Over
and over again she repeated
that phrase. Some family
members helped her so she
could be seated for the service.
I do not remember what
I
said
to try and comfort the
Father Gregory Bachee
family. I am sure that whatever I said fell short of providing any consolation for the
grieving parents and family.
We drove to the cemetery and gathered in a small chapel.
The family had little money and the cemetery helped with
the purchase of a grave. One condition was that the family
would not go to the graveside.
After we finished with the prayers, I went along with the

funeral director and a cemetery worker to bury the infant.
As we gathered at the graveside the father came running up
the hill to the grave as the casket was lowered in the ground.
The father stood at the edge of the grave, pulled a rattle out
of his pocket, raise it above his head and shook it. He slowly
lowered the rattle and threw it into the grave. It was one of
the saddest sights I had ever seen.
It is in those sorrowful moments in our life that we seek
comfort and consolation. In our sorrow and grief we look for
answers — we look for peace. It is when we turn to God that
we can find the love we need to get us through.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”
This great gift from the Father brings light into our darkened world. This gift brings us hope in difficult situations.
This gift brings us love when we feel we are all alone. This
great gift — Jesus Christ — pours out his love and mercy on
us each day and helps us through the trials of life.
During this Lenten season we are given the opportunity
to open our eyes and truly see what this gift from the Father
has done for us. The suffering and death of Jesus shows us
what true and unconditional love is all about. It’s about giving of ourselves to show love to others.
Jesus loved us so much that he gave up his life that we
might be free. There is no greater love than this. There is no
better example of how we are to live our lives. We are called
to live and love as Jesus did and bring his light to those in
need of comfort and peace.
Father Gregory Bach is pastor St. Henry Parish, Elsmere,
Ky.
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A story of hope from Timor-Leste — meet Paulino and Eliza
Matthew’s Gospel invites us to remember that we are responsible for helping all our
sisters and brothers, even those who are strangers to us. When we do this, we care for
Christ. Through its Lenten “Stories of Hope” Catholic Relief Services invites us to reflect
and make room in our hearts to welcome the stranger. This week we meet Paulino and
Eliza from Timor Leste.
Timor-Leste is a small Asian country, slightly larger than the state of Connecticut.
It’s on the other side of the world near Australia, and it’s one of the world’s newest
countries — only 18 years old. In comparison, the United States will be 245 years old
this year.
Many families in Timor-Leste live in rural areas and work as farmers. But challenges like changing weather patterns make it difficult to grow enough food. They
depend on rice as a main part of their meals, and hunger and malnutrition are big
problems. More than one-third of people in Timor-Leste don’t have reliable access to
enough nutritious food. This especially affects children and their ability to develop to
their full potential.
With training from CRS, families are starting home gardens to grow different veg-

Batar Da’an Recipe – Timor-Leste
Squash, Bean and Corn Stew
1 large onion, diced
5 cloves garlic, minced
3 Tbsp. fair trade olive oil
3 cups water
1 butternut squash, cut into
small pieces
1 10-oz. bag frozen corn
1 15-oz. can red kidney beans,
drained
Salt and pepper to taste
2 cups cooked rice

Sauté onion and garlic in olive oil over
medium heat until tender. Add water and
squash, and increase heat until water is
simmering. Add corn and kidney beans,
reduce to medium heat, and cook stirring
occasionally for 15 to 20 minutes until squash
is tender. Add salt and pepper to taste. Serve
with rice.
Makes 4 servings.

Paulino da Costa Ximenes, 53, pictured in Libagua village, Timor
Leste, with his wife, Eliza da Costa Martins, 34, and their 7 children: Leila da Costa Magno, 12, Sandra Salleta da Costa Magno, 7,
Celcio da Costa Magno, 5, Celcia da Costa Magno, 3, Laurenfina
REFLECT
da Costa Magno, 2, Luciano da Costa Magno, 2, and Cidalria da
Costa Magno, 1. Eliza has been part of the CRS TOMAK nutrition
To feed the
project for 2.5 years.
hungry is a
etables, beans and other foods that are rich in nutrients like vitacorporal work
min A and iron. The gardens are built to withstand droughts and
of mercy.
flooding, and the families add the food they grow — such as
spinach, cabbage, peanuts, carrots and tomatoes — to their daily
How can you
rice staple, providing more nourishing meals that help children
help to feed
grow and stay healthy.
Parents attend nutrition groups in their communities where
the hungry?
they learn how to build and improve their gardens. They learn
new recipes that incorporate the produce they grow—and they
sometimes have cooking competitions to see who can prepare the tastiest meal!
Eliza and her husband Paulino have seven children. After participating in her community’s nutrition group, she and Paulino started a home garden and began growing different
crops based on the rainy and dry seasons. They also started raising chickens, which provide
additional protein to their meals and income from selling the eggs. Eliza wants her children
to be healthy and says, “I know the vegetables provide essential vitamins for them.”
This article was originally published at crsricebowl.org. It is printed here
with permission.

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.
921 Dudley Road
Edgewood, KY 41017
(859) 341-6666

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.
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We
Choose
Life
Pro-Life
Office
of the Diocese of Covington

Mission Statement
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop,
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of
human life from conception to natural death
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy
and education.

The Church dedicates
the month of March to
St. Joseph, whose feast
is March 19. His titles
include “Protector of
Life” and “Patron of the
Unborn.”

“To give life to someone is
the greatest of all gifts.
To save a life is the next.
Who gave life to Jesus?
It was Mary. Who saved his
life? It was Joseph.
Ask St. Paul who persecuted
him. Ask St. Peter who
denied him. Ask all the
saints who put him to death.
But if we ask, ‘Who saved
his life?’ Be silent,
patriarchs, be silent,
prophets, be silent, apostles,
confessors, and martyrs.
Let St. Joseph speak,
for this honor is his alone;
he alone is the savior
of his Savior.”
– Blessed William Joseph Chaminade

St. Joseph: A model for protecting life
from conception to natural death
That willingness to sacrifice self-esteem in order to
Deacon Jerry Franzen
protect Mary and Jesus is exemplary. It shows the
Contributor
Prayer to St. Joseph for Life
On December 8, 2020, Pope Francis
strong love on which St. Joseph built their home,
declared the start of the “Year of St. Joseph” with
St. Joseph, you are the chaste
the deep affection that unified their family. Their
the apostolic letter “Patris corde” (“With a
hearth
— a place of willing sacrifice, warmed by
and loving spouse of
Father’s Heart”). That day marked the 150th
love — was the springboard for Jesus’ ministry.
the Virgin Mary, the foster
anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as
St. Joseph was an accepting father. We do
“Patron of the Universal Church” by Pope Pius IX.
not hear that he obeyed the messages in his
father of Jesus, the protector
Surely that title is the highest rank for a patron
dreams grudgingly, saying,“Okay, I’ll do it because
and provider of the Holy
saint, with the possible exception of the Blessed
the law says I have to care for my betrothed and
Family and of all families.
Mother, if there are ranks among patron saints.
her child. But I won’t like it.” Or,“Sure, I’ll take care of
In his apostolic letter, Pope Francis
them, but don’t ask me to love a child that isn’t
We have complete confidence
considered several characteristics of St. Joseph
mine.” No, St. Joseph humbly surrendered his own
in your loving care for new life
as the “Father of Jesus.” Some might prefer to
life plan and accepted the one God presented to
call him the stepfather of Jesus, but really both
and in your fidelity to the
him. Just like Mary at the Annunciation and Jesus
roles are identical in their fatherly characteristics.
later with his disciples and in the garden, we can
family. We commend our
No matter how a man attains the title “father,” it
almost hear St. Joseph saying the family prayer,“Thy
efforts to your prayers and
brings him gifts and responsibilities to be exerwill be done.”
cised throughout the life of his child, and every
St. Joseph was creatively courageous.
protection. Help us always
father can benefit from contemplating how St.
Undertaking a weeklong journey with his heavily
to defend the gift of human
Joseph mastered that paternal role.
pregnant wife in order to be enrolled in Bethlehem,
life that it may grow to the
Some fatherly characteristics explored
the town of his ancestor King David, (Luke 2:1),
by Pope Francis, particularly St. Joseph’s obedirequired enterprise and grit, but how else could he
abundance of eternal life
ence, creative courage, humility and tender love,
ensure his little family was safe? It took the same
promised and bestowed on us
explain why St. Joseph has been called
initiative and courage to act on the dream warning
“Protector of Life” and “Patron of the Unborn.”
by your son, our brother,
about King Herod’s intent to kill Jesus (Matt 2:16Just as he protected Jesus before and beyond
18). Boldly abandoning his home and workplace, he
Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
his birth, St. Joseph can exert his role of protecescaped with Mary and Jesus to hide in a foreign
— Manual of Prayers, Pontifical
tor throughout all stages of human life, and it is
land (Matt 2:13-15), and he found a way to make a
North American College, Rome
proper to seek his pro-life intercession.
living among strangers until it was safe to return. In
Sacred Scripture says little about St.
St. Joseph we see levelheaded problem solving
Joseph, but we can learn a lot from what is
combined with the fortitude to take swift action
there. St. Joseph began serving in the role of
when necessary — fatherly skills every son
Petition to St. Joseph
Jesus’ father from the time of Jesus’ conception,
admires. Jesus must have felt the same pride as the
for adoption
for he was betrothed to Mary at the time the
family saga was retold over the years.
Angel Gabriel announced that Jesus had been
St. Joseph, though
Every man who is or hopes to become a
conceived by the Holy Spirit. Throughout the
father has much to learn from St. Joseph’s example
you
must
have
been
troubled
rest of St. Joseph’s life, he was clearly recognized
of the paternal characteristics Pope Francis celeby Mary’s news,
by those around him as Jesus’ father:“Is not this
brated: obedience, love, acceptance and courage.
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and
Like St. Joseph, a father will obediently accept the
you trusted in God’s promises.
mother we know?” (John 6:42a ) In short, Jesus
divine plan for his life as it plays out, choosing to
Elizabeth,
too,
though
she
was
grew up with St. Joseph as his earthly father, and
follow God’s will. He will protect his children from
certainly the carpenter filled that role for his son.
thought to be barren,
danger of sin and physical harm with creative
St. Joseph was obedient to God. He
courage, from the vulnerable child in the womb to
trusted in the promises of God,
followed God’s direction in a dream about not
the adult who still seeks his fatherly advice,
and she bore a son, John,
“dismissing” Mary “quietly” (Matt. 1:19) because
approval and love. And he will treat all human life
she had conceived a child. Today, countless
who would herald the arrival
as sacred in every circumstance, for he knows that
fathers cooperate in conceiving children, only to
each life is a precious gift from God. A father’s work
of the Messiah. Hear the
abandon them or even violate the Fifth
is never done.
prayers of all mothers
Commandment by encouraging abortion of
Every child deserves such an obedient,
those precious sons and daughters. When we
loving, accepting and courageous father. That man’s
who place their children
read how the young Jesus quickly left “my
determined protection can prevent an abortion.
for adoption and intercede for
Father’s house” (the Temple) at his parents’ bidThat man’s presence can make the difference
ding, we see what St. Joseph had taught the boy
them before your adopted Son
between an abandoned mother and one proud to
— both fidelity to family obligations and the
share in building a strong family and home. That
and Savior. St. Joseph,
discipline of obedience.“Then he went down to
man’s example of nurturing care will strengthen his
husband of the Blessed Virgin
Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.”
children from infancy throughout the rest of their
(Luke 2:51)
Mary, pray for us.
lives.
St. Joseph was a loving father. Looking
Mothers, too, have a role in protecting life
— USCCB Pro-Life Activities,
past the shock and embarrassment of Mary’s
at all stages, of course. How good it is for every famRespect Life Program 2016–17
pregnancy, he saw that Mary and her child
ily to join in honoring the Holy Family and particuneeded care and protection. He chose to suffer
larly St. Joseph. May his intercession obtain for us
whatever gossip and criticism came his way for accepting Mary into his
the grace always to act in defense of human life, from conception to nathome, simply because he loved her and, by extension, loved her child.
ural death. St. Joseph, dear father, pray for us “with a father’s heart!”

“There are many saints to whom God has given the power
to assist us in the necessities of life, but the power given to
St. Joseph is unlimited: It extends to all our needs, and all those
who invoke him with confidence are sure to be heard.”
— St. Thomas Aquinas
For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.
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Pope travels to Iraq as a ‘penitential pilgrim’ seeking God’s forgiveness
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis told the people
of Iraq he was going to their country as a “penitential pilgrim,” asking God’s forgiveness for years of
war, persecution and destruction, and as a “pilgrim
of peace,” hoping to remind people that they are all
brothers and sisters no matter their ethnic or religious identity. “I will finally be among you,” he said
in a video message, released by the Vatican March 4,
the day before the trip was to begin. “I come as a pilgrim, as a penitential pilgrim to implore forgiveness
and reconciliation from the Lord after years of war
and terrorism, to ask God for consolation for hearts
and healing for wounds,” the pope said. “And I come
among you as a pilgrim of peace, to repeat: ‘You are
all brothers and sisters.’” His March 5-8 pilgrimage
of peace, he said, would aim to strengthen a sense of
fraternity, “animated by the desire to pray together
and to walk together, including with brothers and
sisters of other religious traditions,” under the gaze
of Abraham, who was born in Iraq and is recognized as patriarch by Jews, Christians and Muslims.
What follows here, in briefs, is Pope Francis’ trip
historic trip to Iraq.

Pope arrives in Iraq, promoting
peace, tolerance, equality

including a 3-year-old, hang over the
altar. According to the Vatican,
before the terrorist attack and the
2014-2017 war against Islamic State
militants, some 5,000 Syriac Catholic
families frequented the cathedral;
now, it said, no more than 1,000 families belong to all three Syriac
Catholic parishes in the capital. Pope
Francis met in the church March 5
with the nation’s bishops and a representative group of priests, religious,
seminarians and catechists. They
came from the Syriac Catholic community, but also Chaldean Catholic,
Armenian Catholic and Latin-rite
Catholic parishes.

CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters

Pope Francis waves alongside Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi as he arrives at
Baghdad International Airport March 5, 2021.

BAGHDAD — To consolidate peace and ensure
progress, the government and people of Iraq must never
treat anyone as a second-class citizen and must work each
day to promote harmony, Pope Francis said. “Fraternal
coexistence calls for patient and honest dialogue, protected
by justice and by respect for law,” he said
March 5, addressing Iraqi President Barham
Salih, other government leaders and diplomats serving in Iraq. The appointment with
civic and cultural leaders at the presidential
palace in Baghdad came shortly after the
pope landed in Iraq for his first foreign trip in
15 months because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The president welcomed Pope Francis as a
“great and dear guest,” expressing his gratitude that the pope made the trip “despite recommendations to postpone the visit because
of the exceptional circumstances the world
is going through because of the pandemic
and despite the difficult conditions that our
wounded nation is going through” with sporadic waves of violence. Facing those dangers and visiting anyway “in reality doubles
the value of your visit in the eyes of Iraqis,”
the president told the pope.

Pope: Honor martyrs by
remaining faithful, working
for a better Iraq
BAGHDAD — Visiting a Baghdad cathedral “hallowed by the blood of our brothers
and sisters” murdered in a terrorist attack
that shook the world, Pope Francis said their
sacrifice must motivate faith and a commitment to working for the common good. The

~Easter is April 4~

Syriac Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of Deliverance,
sometimes referred to as Our Lady of Salvation, is now a
shrine to 48 Christian martyrs who died Oct. 31, 2010, when
militants belonging to a group linked to al-Qaida laid siege
to the church, detonating explosives and shooting people;
48 Catholics — including two priests — died inside and
more than 100 people were wounded. Photos of the dead,

Pope, Iraqi Shiite
leader affirm importance of dialogue,
respect

NASIRIYAH, Iraq — In a low-key
meeting followed closely in Iraq and
beyond, Pope Francis and Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the
influential leader of Shiite Muslims in Iraq, spent 45 minutes speaking privately. The 90-year-old ayatollah, who
turns down most meeting requests, issued a statement
after his encounter in Najaf with the pope March 6, saying
that world religious leaders should work to hold “great
CNS photo/Paul Haring

(far left) Pope
Francis
celebrates Mass
at St. Joseph
Chaldean
Catholic
Cathedral in
Baghdad
March 6, 2021.
CNS photo/Vatican
Media

(left) Pope
Francis and
Iraqi President
Barham Salih
chat at the
presidential
palace in
Baghdad
March 5, 2021.
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ples of honesty for the common good” and “know how to
collaborate for a renewed world in which liberty and harmony reign.”

Life triumphs over death as
Christians rebuild in Iraq, pope says
QARAQOSH, Iraq — Amid the rubble and bombed out
remains of four churches destroyed by Islamic State militants, Pope Francis paid tribute to Iraqi Christians who
endured persecution and even death. But visiting Mosul
and Qaraqosh in northern Iraq March 7, he also urged the
Christians to live up to their faith and honor the sacrifice
of those who died by promoting peace and reconciliation.
Much of Mosul’s old city center remains in ruins or under

CNS photo/Paul Haring

(above) Pope Francis leads a meeting with bishops, priests, religious men and women, seminarians and catechists in the
Syriac Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of Deliverance in Baghdad March 5, 2021.
CNS photo/Paul Haring

(right) Pope Francis walks with Iraqi President Barham Salih during a welcoming ceremony at the presidential palace in
Baghdad March 5, 2021.
powers” to account, calling upon them “to give priority to
pope told the congregation sitting inside and outside the
reason and wisdom, to reject the language of war, and not
Chaldean Catholic Cathedral of St. Joseph March 6. “Dear
to expand concern for their self-interests over the rights of
sister, dear brother, perhaps when you look at your hands,
people to live in freedom and dignity.” Pope Francis
they seem empty, perhaps you feel disheartened and unsat“underlined the importance of collaboration and friendisfied by life,” he said in his homily. “If so, do not be afraid:
ship among religious communities so that, cultivating
mutual respect and dialogue, they can contribute to the
good of Iraq, the region and all humanity,” the Vatican
said in a statement. The meeting, the Vatican said, also
gave the pope a chance to thank the ayatollah and the Iraqi
Shiite community, which “raised their voices in defense of
the weakest and the persecuted, affirming the sacredness
of human life and the importance of the unity of the Iraqi
people” when Islamic State militants were on a rampage
from 2014 to 2017.

Hostility, violence are ‘betrayals’ of
religion, pope says in Iraq
UR, Iraq — Traveling to the birthplace of Abraham,
Pope Francis urged believers to prove their faith in the one
God and father of all by accepting one another as brothers
and sisters. From a stage set on a dusty hill overlooking the
archaeological dig at Ur, Abraham’s birthplace about 10
miles from modern-day Nasiriyah, the pope called on representatives of the country’s religious communities to
denounce all violence committed in God’s name and to
work together to rebuild their country. “From this place,
where faith was born, from the land of our father
Abraham, let us affirm that God is merciful and that the
greatest blasphemy is to profane his name by hating our
brothers and sisters,” the pope told the representatives.
“Hostility, extremism and violence are not born of a religious heart: they are betrayals of religion,” he insisted. At
the large interreligious meeting later, with the Ziggurat of
Ur, a partially reconstructed Bronze-Age pagan temple,
visible in the haze, Pope Francis insisted that when Jews,
Christians and Muslims make a pilgrimage to Abraham’s
birthplace, they are going home, back to the place that
reminds them they are brothers and sisters.
Representatives of Iraqi’s Shiite Muslim majority, its
Sunni Muslim community, Christians, Yazidis and
Mandaeans, a group that claims to be older than
Christianity and reveres St. John the Baptist, joined Pope
Francis at Ur.

Living the beatitudes can change the
world, pope says in Iraq
BAGHDAD — Pope Francis told Iraqi Christians that
when they suffer discrimination, persecution or war, the
Eight Beatitudes are addressed to them. “Whatever the
world takes from us is nothing compared to the tender and
patient love with which the Lord fulfils his promises,” the

CNS photo/Paul Haring

(above) Pope Francis greets the crowd as he arrives to celebrate Mass at Franso Hariri Stadium in Irbil, Iraq,
March 7, 2021.
CNS photo/Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani office

(right) Pope Francis is greeted by Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
one of Shiite Islam’s most authoritative figures, during a
courtesy visit in Najaf, Iraq, March 6, 2021.
The beatitudes are for you — for you who are afflicted, who
hunger and thirst for justice, who are persecuted. The
Lord promises you that your name is written on his heart,
written in heaven!” According to the Vatican, the service
marked the first time Pope Francis celebrated a eucharistic liturgy, “the Holy Qurbana,” in the rite of the Chaldean
Church. While the pope recited the prayers in Italian,
Cardinal Louis Sako, the Chaldean patriarch, and members of the congregation prayed in Chaldean, a modern
form of Aramaic. The Bible readings were in Arabic. Iraqi
President Barham Salih and Foreign Minister Fuad
Hussein attended the liturgy, which included a prayer for
government officials, asking God to help them be “exam(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued FROM page 9)
reconstruction. And Pope Francis stood in Hosh al-Bieaa,
church square, facing some of those ruins: the remains of
the Syriac Catholic, Armenian Orthodox, Syriac Orthodox
and Chaldean Catholic churches all destroyed between
2014 and 2017. His message was clear: “If God is the God of
life — for so he is — then it is wrong for us to kill our brothers and sisters in his name. If God is the God of peace —
for so he is — then it is wrong for us to wage war in his
name. If God is the God of love — for so he is — then it is
wrong for us to hate our brothers and sisters.” In Mosul,
250 miles north of Baghdad, Pope Francis listened to the
stories of Christians forced to flee, the fear many have to
return and the encouragement of Muslim neighbors committed to making the city a thriving, multicultural metropolis again. But he also heard choirs of children singing in
welcome, women ululating to honor his arrival and the
cheers of young people waving flags.

Cleanse your hearts of anger, live the
Gospel, pope says at Mass in Irbil
IRBIL, Iraq — Having witnessed or even experienced
persecution for their faith, the Christians of Iraq must be
careful not to harbor thoughts of revenge, Pope Francis
told them. After a full morning paying tribute to the victims of Islamic State violence, Pope Francis reached the
last major event of his trip to Iraq: Mass March 7 with
some 10,000 people at Irbil’s Franso Hariri Stadium. Many
ignored the social distancing measures put in place, and
few wore the masks they were required to have because of
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the COVID-19 pandemic. Irbil, capital of
the Kurdistan autonomous region in
northern Iraq, hosts Syrian refugees
and hundreds of thousands of displaced people, particularly Christians,
from Mosul, Qaraqosh and other towns
that had been under the thumb of
Islamic State militants in 2014-2017.
After blessing the altar with incense,
Pope Francis blessed a partially
restored statue of Mary from a parish
in Karmless. The Islamic State militants decapitated the statue and cut off
its hands. The restoration re-attached
the head, but left the hands dangling.
“Here in Iraq, how many of your brothers and sisters, friends and fellow citizens bear the wounds of war and violence, wounds both visible and invisible,” the pope told the crowd. “The
temptation is to react to these and other
painful experiences with human
power, human wisdom,” but the path of
Jesus was to serve, to heal, to love and
to offer his life for others.
CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis participates in a
memorial prayer for the victims of the
war at Hosh al-Bieaa (church square)
in Mosul, Iraq, March 7, 2021.

before the session, you will
receive an e-mail with 4
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documents attached to print.
For all employees and
the prompts to create an account On the day of the session you
volunteers of the Diocese of
and to request a background
will receive an invitation to
Covington who in any way
check. Selection.com is a secure
join the session.
provide a safe environment for
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active when your background
institution leader to review the during the registration process.
check, VIRTUS session and
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Policies and Procedures and fill
TUS class during the
out the Application and
your account. You will receive 12
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bulletins per year. You will
receive e-mail notices at
Step
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the
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system@pub.virtus.org unless
virtual
VIRTUS
session.
The
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and click on Registration. Follow

Protecting God’s Children for Adults

Virtual Play Like A Champion - Enter id and password
— Elementary Coach Trainings - Click on Live Training on left
column
n Saturday, March 20,
Bulletin:
- Click on pre-register for an
9 a.m.–12 p.m.
upcoming session
n March bulletin: posted, Sunday,
n Thursday, April 15, 6–9 p.m.
- Choose your training
March 7;
due on April 6.
your computer program blocks
them.

Virtual VIRTUS Training:
n Tuesday, March 16,
1–4:30 p.m.

Virtual Play Like A Champion Note: If your Training Tab is
— Secondary Coach Trainings missing or you cannot access your
account, contact your parish,
n Monday, April 12, 6–9:30 p.m. school or institution.
How to access
Virtual training
- Go to www.virtus.org

For other difficulties, contact
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500 or
msteffen@covdio.org.
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The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption will be broadcast on Sunday, 5-6 p.m. on
station Me TV WLWT, on channels: over air 5-2; Spectrum
188 in Kentucky and Cincinnati Bell 23 or 291.

Bible study: The Book of Job with Father Timothy
Schehr, March 16 and April 6. Virtual stream from
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium through Google
Meet. Cost for the study is $35. Register at covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/. Sponsored by the Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization.

Fish frys
Like everything else this year, fish frys are going to be different. In order to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19, all
parish fish frys must be drive-thru or carryout only. There will be NO dine-in fish frys. Workers and guests will need to
follow the safety protocols of wearing a mask and practicing safe social distancing of at least six feet apart. For the
health and safety of all, everyone is encouraged to make patience and charity a part of their Lenten practices while
waiting for your order.
St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta, March 12, 19,
26, 5-7 p.m. Carry-out
only.
St. Augustine Parish,
Covington, Every
Friday in Lent, 5 – 7:30
p.m. Drive-thru and
carry-out.
St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton, March 12, 19,
26, 5-7 p.m. Drive-thru
only.

St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft.
Thomas, March 12, 19,
26, 4:30-7 p.m. Drivethru and walk-up only.
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence, March
12, 19, 26, April 5,
5-8 p.m. Drive-thru
only.

Knights of
Columbus, Father
Bealer Council,
Elsmere, March 12, 19,
26. Lunch: 11 a.m.- 2
p.m. Dinner: 4:30-8
p.m. Carry-out only,
605 Lytle Ave.
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish,
Burlington, March 12,
19, 26, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Drive-thru only.

St. John the
Evangelist Parish,
Carrollton, March 19,
4:30-7 p.m. Carry-out
and drive-thru only.
St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, March 12, 19,
26, 4:30-8 p.m. Drivethru only.
Mary, Queen of
Heaven Parish,
Erlanger, March 12, 19,
26, 4-8 p.m. Drive-thru

and online ordering
with curbside
pickup.
St. Paul Parish,
Florence, March 12, 19,
26, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Carry-out only: drive
thru, order online or
call ahead.
St. Timothy Parish,
Union, March 12, 19,
26, 4:30-8 p.m. Drivethru only.

Catechist certification and Adult Faith Formation
courses. Short instruction time online and independent
study assignment. Cost is $35 per course. Open to teachers, parish catechists, diaconate aspirants and any adult
who would like to expand their knowledge of the Catholic
faith. Course details and online registration available at
covdio.org/catechesis-and-evangelization/.
Holy Cross District High School Mulch and Pine Straw
Sale. Three kinds of mulch in 2 cubic foot bags for $4.25
per bag and pine straw for $8 per bale. All prices include
free delivery and sales tax. HCDHS students will deliver
mulch to homes, businesses or rental properties anywhere in Kenton, Boone and Campbell Counties starting
April 15 and continuing for at least three weeks. All proceeds benefit Holy Cross District High School. To order,
visit hcmulch.com or call 392-8999.
“The Eucharistic Miracles of the World Display,” St.
Henry Parish, Elsmere, a display created from the work
of Blessed Carlo Acutis available for prayer and meditation through Lent; the church is open daily 9 a.m.–6 p.m.;
masks and social distancing required.
Sisters of Notre Dame Women’s virtual retreat March
27-28,learn about various forms of prayer,
discuss ways to integrate the prayers into your life, and
meet other women interested in expanding their prayer
life. Link with all details are at
https://www.sndky.org/newsfeed/entry/women%27s
weekend-retreat-298/

Call Kim at the Messenger
to place your ad
in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500
118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell

Chuck – 567-1500
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DELIVERY DRIVER WANTED
Edible Arrangements currently has
an open position for a Driver.
Apply at: 104 Pavilion Parkway, Newport KY

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

CLINICAL DIRECTOR OF
COUNSELING PROGRAMS
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities
ministry is seeking to hire a full-time Clinical Director for
our faith-based counseling programs. Fifty percent of
the Clinical Director’s responsibilities involves the
administrative and clinical supervision of our counseling
programs, and supervising our mental health,
pregnancy, and adoption programs. Duties include staff
coaching, training, accountability and evaluation,
programmatic quality, and quantity assurance measures.
The remaining fifty percent of the Clinical Director’s
responsibilities involves providing direct service
outpatient counseling.
Candidate requirements include:
• actively practicing Roman Catholic in good
standing with the Church;
• a Master’s degree in Social Work (preferred)
or Counseling;
• a minimum of five years’ clinical counseling
experience;
• three years of management or supervisory
experience;
• Licensed Clinical Social Worker certification
(preferred), or Licensed Professional Clinical
Counselor with supervision designation or
supervisor certification eligible;
• previous experience with diverse populations,
which may include children, adults, couples,
families, those with mental illness and substance
use disorders, life transitions, all income levels,
and various cultural backgrounds.
• experience with DSM 5;
• an ability to perform all the duties of an
independent therapist, and to work either
independently or collaboratively;
Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax a letter of interest,
C-V or comprehensive resume with compensation
history, and a minimum of five references with their
contact e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, KY
(www.covdio.org) is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of Assistant Superintendent of
Catholic Schools. The Assistant Superintendent assists
the Superintendent in carrying out the primary
Diocesan educational mission of transmitting the
Catholic faith through quality Catholic education.
The Assistant Superintendent’s role is broad,
multi-dimensional, and multi-layered, including such
responsibilities as acting as a representative of the
Bishop of Covington and being an advocate for
Catholic schools in the Diocese; monitoring the quality
of the academic programs in schools; maintaining
frequent and positive communications with Pastors,
principals, and boards (where appropriate); collecting
and aggregating specific statistical data for each
school; managing Diocese-wide testing at the elementary school level; overseeing, monitoring, and supporting Diocesan professional development activities; and
coordinating the Diocesan response to data requests
by state and federal agencies. The Assistant
Superintendent also assists with the educational
administration of the Alliance for Catholic Urban
Education (ACUE) schools. Overall, the position
encounters a wide diversity of work situations and
involves a high degree of complexity with responsibility
for advising and decision making in many areas.
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics in
good standing, able and willing to give witness to the
Catholic faith at all times, with a Master’s degree in
Education/Administration and previous experience in
school administrative leadership. Interested individuals
should submit a letter of interest along with a comprehensive resume or C-V, recent Baptismal certificate
indicating sacramental preparation, and a list of at
least five professional references to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR: skoplyay@covdio.org, FAX 859/392-1589, or
mail to 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY
EOE
41011-3115.

PRINCIPAL
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School
(www.ihm-ky.org) located in Burlington KY, is seeking a
new principal to begin July 1, 2021.
We are a 2006 and 2018 National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence, deeply rooted in our Catholic
faith. Immaculate Heart of Mary School cooperates with
parents in providing quality education to its students,
regarding their religious, physical, emotional, social and
educational development. Together we work to foster
Catholic values that will guide students to become
responsible citizens who embrace the Gospel Message
of Jesus Christ.
We strive to develop a positive school climate that
is built on a culture of safety, respect, trust and social
and emotional support.
The successful candidate will be a practicing Roman
Catholic who has Kentucky certification or can become
eligible for certification. The principal will oversee a
staff of 36 and a student body of over 400 in preschool
and grades pre-K through 8.
Salary and benefits are competitive. To apply, or to
nominate a candidate, e-mail or fax Stephen Koplyay at
skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1589. Candidates should
include a letter of interest, a comprehensive resume,
and a minimum of five (5) professional references. EOE
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NEWS BRIEFS/CLASSIFIEDS
National/World

Slaying of nine Filipino activists in
raid sparks outrage
MANILA, Philippines — A Catholic bishop and a lay group
have joined rights organizations to denounce and call for an
investigation into the killing of nine activists by security
forces in raids in four Philippine provinces March 7. Police
and soldiers shot the activists while serving search warrants
to look for firearms and explosives, ucanews.com reported.
Several victims, including a married couple, were members of
human rights group Karapatan, a staunch critic of Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on illegal drugs. The couple
were reportedly shot in the presence of their 10-year-old son.
The killings have sparked a public outcry, with the Church
leading calls for justice. “The blood of these fellow Filipinos is
literally crying for justice as they are wiped off the floor tiles

of their homes,” the Council of the Laity of the Philippines
said in a statement on March 8.

Doctors seek permanent relief from
mandate to do transgender surgeries
NEW ORLEANS — Attorneys for doctors and hospitals
argued in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit March 3
that they shouldn’t be forced to perform gender-transition surgeries required under the Affordable Care Act, stressing this is
an issue of conscience. The case focuses on a 2016 regulation

issued by the Department of Health and Human Services
requiring doctors to perform these procedures in children and
adults or be held liable for discrimination. After the rule was
first issued, Becket, a religious liberty law firm, filed a lawsuit
in the U.S. District Court in Texas, saying the rule violated the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act. The lawsuit was filed on
behalf of Franciscan Alliance, a religious hospital network
serving Indiana and Illinois that now goes by the name
Franciscan Health, and the Christian Medical and Dental
Associations. Texas, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska and

(Continued on page 15)

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

STAFF WRITER
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s
official weekly newspaper, published 44 times per
year, seeks a full-time Staff Writer. Candidates must be
practicing Roman Catholics in good standing with the
Church. The position requires a broad range of
abilities, including excellent writing, proofreading, and
organizational skills; basic photography skills; a
commitment to confidentiality and teamwork;
a passion for completing diverse projects accurately,
thoroughly, and reliably; and adaptability to
interactions with colleagues, other Diocesan
employees, and interviewees. The ideal candidate will
be self-motivated and imaginative, with a readiness to
explore multimedia platforms. In addition to regular
office hours, evening and weekend assignments occur
regularly and are considered part of the job.
Anticipated start date: immediate. Interested
candidates may submit a resume, references, and
writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by
e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.
EOE

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

NOVENA

CAFETERIA STAFF
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the
school day. Duties include food preparation, serving
and general cleanup. Interested individuals may
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or
call her at 859/392-1536.

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. M.C.T..

NOVENA
NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. B.W.

NOVENA
Moving? Wrong address?
Call the circulation desk,
(859) 392-1570

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. H.W.
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National/World
(Continued from page 13)
Wisconsin joined in the suit. Two federal courts in 2016 placed
an injunction on the mandate. Two other federal district court
judges also ruled against the mandate in 2019 and 2020.
However, the courts didn’t issue a permanent injunction
against HHS to prevent it from enforcing this rule in the
future, which the group of doctors and hospitals were seeking
March 3 before the 5th Circuit, which is based in New Orleans.
“Medical decisions related to gender transition have serious
implications, and it is clearly in patients’ best interests to
ensure that doctors are able to serve in keeping with their consciences and their medical judgment,” said Luke Goodrich, a
senior counsel at Becket.

COVID-19 bill OK’d without Hyde language to prevent funding of abortion
WASHINGTON — Democratic members of the U.S. Senate
were hopeful their version of a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief

50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.
and greater Cincinnati

“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction”

859-441-4400
www.dupontplumbinginc.com
2606 Alexandria Pike
Southgate KY 41071

package would be passed the second week of March, so they
could send it to President Joe Biden for his signature before
unemployment assistance expires March 14. The measure
includes $246 billion for extending unemployment benefits
through August and increasing the federal supplemental payment from $300 per week to $400. The House, which approved
its pandemic relief measure early Feb. 27 and included this
provision, will likely have to vote again on its bill to reconcile
any changes in the Senate version. Republicans said they
would oppose the legislation because it includes billions for
programs and projects that do not immediately address pandemic needs. In the House, 212 members — all of the
Republicans, plus two Democrats — voted against the bill. It
passed with 219 votes. From the floor ahead of the vote, Rep.
Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, criticized House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-California, and the House Rules Committee for refusing to allow a vote on adding language to the bill “to ensure
that taxpayers aren’t forced to subsidize abortion,” as provided
by the Hyde Amendment.

Bishops say pandemic relief bill must
be passed without abortion funding
WASHINGTON — If it becomes law, the American Rescue
Plan Act would pit the great need Americans have for economic relief in this pandemic against those who insist the bill must
include abortion funding, said the president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the chairmen of seven
USCCB committees. “Our nation needs to heal, come together
and help one another. The is an important step in the right
direction,” the prelates said March 5 in a joint statement.
“However, we are deeply concerned that this important legislation, as written, risks creating new divisions by abandoning a
long-standing bipartisan compromise that respects the consciences of millions of Americans,” they added. The bishops
were referring to Hyde Amendment language, which was not
included in the House version of the American Rescue Plan,
H.R. 1319, a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package approved
early Feb. 27 in a 219 to 212 vote.

