
Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has called for a global prayer marathon 
for the entire month of  May, praying for the end to the pandemic. 

“The initiative will involve in a special way all shrines in the world” 
in promoting the initiative so that individuals, families and communi-
ties all take part in reciting the rosary, “to pray for the end of  the pan-
demic,” said the Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization 
in a press release April 21. 

“It is the heartfelt desire of  the Holy Father that the month of  May 
be dedicated to a prayer marathon dedicated to the theme, ‘from the 
entire church an unceasing prayer rises to God,’” it said. 

The theme refers to the miraculous event recounted in the Acts of  
the Apostles (12:1-12) when all the Church prayed for Peter, who was 
imprisoned until God sent an angel to free him, illustrating how the 
Christian community comes together to pray in the face of  danger and 
how the Lord listens and performs an unexpected miracle. 

Each day in May, there will be a livestream from one of  30 chosen 
Marian shrines or sanctuaries to guide the prayer at 6 p.m. Rome time 
(noon EDT) on all Vatican media platforms (e.g. online at vatican-
news.va). 

In the Diocese of  Covington, Bishop Roger Foys has instructed pas-
tors and principals to participate in the global prayer marathon. Each 
parish and school can determine how it will participate. Families are 
also encouraged to pray the rosary — or a decade of  the rosary — 
together each day during the month of  May. 

“Perhaps a rosary recited in common before or after daily and week-
end Mass — or at least a decade of  the rosary,” Bishop Foys said. 
“However you choose to take part my hope is that we will have people 
praying with the rest of  the world to Our Blessed Mother in the month 
of  May seeking her intercession for an end to the pandemic.” 

At the Curia, each morning after Mass a decade of  the rosary will 
be recited over the intercom so that diocesan staff  can pray together 
from their offices. During the month of  May at the Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption, the rosary will be prayed after daily Mass. 
Parishioners are also encouraged to pray the rosary at 6 p.m. on 
Mondays, “as a way to be united in prayer as a parish,” Father Ryan 
Maher, rector, said. Parishioners are also encouraged to pray the 
rosary every day in May as part of  the global prayer marathon. 

The pope will open the monthlong prayer May 1 and conclude it May 
31, the council said. 

The Messenger staff  contributed to this report.
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global prayer marathon for end of pandemic
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St. Joseph is one of  a few saints to have two feast days. St. 
Joseph’s feast day on March 19 is an ancient liturgical designation, 
established on the Western calendar in 1479. Today it honors St. 
Joseph as the earthly father of  Jesus, patron of  the dying and of  the 
Universal Church. 

His second feast day, the solemnity of  St. Joseph the Worker, was 
established in 1955 by Pope Pius XII. In his document “Allocation to 
the Christian Association of  Italian Workers” Pope Pius XII said, 
“We are happy to announce to you our determination to institute — 
as in fact we do institute — the liturgical feast of  St. Joseph the 
Worker, assigning it as the first day of  May. … [T]he humble work-
man of  Nazareth not only personifies before God and the Church 
the dignity of  the man who works with his hands, but is always the 
provident guardian of  you and your families.” 

This new feast day was instituted to not only increase devotion 

to St. Joseph but also as an 
answer to the May Day celebra-
tions for workers sponsored by 
the Communist Party. 

During the past 150 years the 
popes of  the Catholic Church 
have stressed the importance of  
the dignity of  all workers. 

On May 15, 1891 Pope Leo XIII 
issued his encyclical Rerum 

Feast of St. Joseph the Worker celebrated May 1 to 
honor dignity of work and workers
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CNS photo/Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit 
Anabel Mutune, a third 
grader at Transfiguration 
Catholic School in 
Oakdale, Minn., prays  
during a Children’s Rosary 
Pilgrimage at 
Transfiguration Church  
in this Oct. 7, 2020, file 
photo. Pope Francis has 
called for a global prayer 
marathon during the 
Marian month of  May to 
petition God for an end  
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Statue of  St. Joseph the Worker at  
St. Francis Xavier Church, Falmouth, 

with the parish’s relic of 
 St. Joseph in the reliquary. 

Yeamans photo
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At St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, its 2021 Diocesan 
Parish Annual Appeal rebate project was not made known 
by a small, still voice — it was revealed by the wind. 

The protective coverings of  the 10 stained-glass win-
dows lining the nave of  the charming country church had 
yellowed over the estimated 50 years since they were 
installed. So much so that the beauty of  the windows 
behind them were all but completely obscured. During a 
recent wind storm, one of  the protective coverings blew 
out. 

“We had talked about replacing them since I got here 
three years ago,” said Father Ryan Stenger, pastor. “This 
past fall, we had heavy winds and one of  the covers blew 
out and shattered all over the hillside. It became a more 
urgent project.” 

Father Stenger said that insurance covered the replace-
ment of  the storm damaged cover, but the parish still had 
nine more window coverings to replace. Additional 
inspection revealed that the windows had sustained dam-
age due to age and heat buildup between the windows and 
the coverings. The $60,000 project included installing new 
frames and recementing the panels, cleaning the exterior 
of  the windows, replacing a few broken panels of  glass and 
stabilizing some pieces that had bubbled or cracked. The 
work was completed by Easter 2021. 

“The new covers make the church look a lot nicer. You 
can see the windows from outside and the light comes in 
the church a lot more brightly now,” said Father Stenger. 
“The new coverings also protect the windows better, they 
are vented so the heat doesn’t build up.” 

With the DPAA, any monies a parish collects over its 
diocesan goal is rebated back to the parish for parish proj-
ects. Typically St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, collects 
about $10,000 over its goal each year and Father Stenger 
said that the parish is on track to do the same this year. 
And while this year’s DPAA rebate won’t cover the entire 
expense of  the window project, it will cover a “large 
chunk.” 

Father Stenger said that the new coverings are allowing 
new light to stream into the church adding warmth to its 
liturgies. The new light also had him second guessing him-
self. 

“When the windows were first 
put in I was walking outside the 
church and it looked so bright 
inside that I thought I had left the 
lights on,” he said. “I went in to 
turn the lights off  and saw that it 
was just the sunlight inside the 
church.” 

The stained-glass windows, 
themselves, were donated by 
parishioners and installed 
between 1910 and 1912 — a time 
when the parish was experienc-
ing renewal after a short period of  
neglect. According to the “History 
of  the Diocese of  Covington,” by 
Rev. Paul Ryan, Father Joseph 
Haustermann, pastor from 1894 to 
1909, had in mind to relocate the 
church to a more central location, 
“As a result, both the buildings 
and the church property were 
neglected.” Parishioners, “bitter-
ly opposed the proposal.” Only 18 
months after Father 
Haustermann’s resignation and 
the appointment of  pastor Father 
Charles Woeste, “St. Joseph Parish was restored to its nor-
mal condition.” The determined parishioners, with their 
pastor, increased the beauty of  the church by adding the 
stained glass windows and three large oil paintings by 
renowned artist Leon Lippert. 

For current parishioners and their pastor, restoring the 
stained-glass windows means more than protection from 
the weather. 

“In our case, the windows are an expression of  the faith 

of  the parishioners who came before us who 
donated and sacrificed to make this happen,” 
said Father Stenger. “Also, the windows bring 
beauty into our church and into our liturgy. 
Beauty is a way that God reveals himself  to us 
and a way that we express our love for him in 
our worship. When we are able to bring greater 
beauty into the liturgy and into our churches, I 
think it helps us draw closer to God and to expe-
rience him more in our worship.”

Camp Springs DPAA window project is an ‘expression of faith’  
of parishioners then and now

St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, has earmarked 
its 2021 Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal rebate 
to cover the cost of  replacing the protective  
coverings and restoring its stained-glass  
windows.  

(above) An outside view of  the stained-glass  
windows at St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, 
before the decades old coverings were replaced;  
(above right) the same windows after restoration 
and with their new coverings. 

(right) A night view of  the windows showcasing 
their jeweled colors. 

(below left) An inside view of  one of  the  
windows before and after restoration  
(below right) a before and after view of  the  
window from the outside.

Stenger photos
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April 30 
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

May 1 
First Holy Communion, 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, 
Covington,  
10 a.m. 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

May 2 
Mass and First Holy 
Communion, Cathedral 
Basilica, Covington, 10 a.m. 

May 3 
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

May 4 
Episcopal Council meeting,  

9:30 a.m. 

May 6 
Individual meeting, 9 a.m. 

COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

Confirmation for St. Catherine 
Parish, Ft. Thomas, Cathedral 
Basilica, Covington, 7 p.m. 

May 8 
Individual meeting, 9:40 a.m. 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

May 9 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Official Assignments 

By order of  
the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 

  
Jamie N. Schroeder, 
Chancellor 

Effective June 9, 2021 

Rev. Eric L. Andriot 
To: Leave of absence 
From: Pastor, St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill 
Term: Six months 
 
Rev. A. Conor Kunath 
To: Vocation promoter, Diocese of 
Covington; 
From: Parochial Vicar, St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood 
 
Rev. Joseph C. Rielage 
To: Parochial Vicar, St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood 
From: Seminary studies, St. Vincent 
Seminary, Latrobe, Penn. 
 
Rev. Jacob E. Straub 
To: Part-time instructor, Covington Latin 
School 
Continues as pastor, St. Matthew Parish, 
Kenton 

Effective July 2, 2021 

Rev. Ivan P. Kalamuzi 
To: Pastor, St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill 
From: Uganda, Africa 

Effective August 2, 2021 

Rev. Matthias M. Wamala 
To: Parochial Vicar, Mary, Queen of Heaven 
Parish, Erlanger 
From: Further studies, Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

University of Notre Dame Coach Lou Holtz is credited 
with saying, “In this world you’re either growing or 
you’re dying — so get in motion and grow.” The 
same can be said of faith. The Office of Catechesis 
and Evangelization is offering virtual classes to help 
you grow your faith and get in motion. Here are 
some of the topics that are being discussed this 
spring: 

Theology of the Body — virtual course 

What does it mean to be a person created in the 
image and likeness of God? Join Father Ray Enzweiler 
on Wednesday, May 5, 12, and 19 from 6 to 7 p.m. for 
a virtual course on the Theology of the Body. Discuss 
the famous teachings presented by Pope St. John Paul 
II on what it means to be made in the image and like-
ness of God. Learn how sin distorts us and, most 
importantly, discuss the personal fulfillment that can 
only come from unconditional, self-giving love. 

 

 

Catechetical Process — virtual course 
Are you a catechist, religion teacher, or parent who 
wants to get better at teaching the Catholic faith? 
Join Father Andrew Young on Thursday, May 6 from 
6 to 8 p.m. for a virtual course on Catechetical 
Process. Learn about the history and development of 
Catechesis. Discover the primary role of the catechist 
and discuss best practices for teaching the faith effec-
tively. 

Jesus (Christology Part 1) — virtual course 

Who is Jesus? What can we really know about Him? 
Who was the historical Jesus? How have we Christians 
developed our understanding of Jesus over the 2000 
year history of the Church? If you’re interested in 
learning more about the person of Jesus, join Father 
Michael Barth on Saturday, May 8, and Saturday, May 
15 from 9 to 10 a.m. for the virtual course “Jesus” 
(Christology Part 1). 

To register visit https://covdio.org/catechesis-and-evan-
gelization/.

Adult Faith Formation

Father Jordan Hainsey 
Messenger Contributor 
Josef  (Czech, German, 

Scandinavian), Ioseph 
(Greek), Guiseppe (Italian), 
Józef  (Polish), José 
(Portuguese, Spanish), Iosif  
(Rumanian), Ioseph 
(Russian), Iòseph (Gaelic) 

Names are central to life. 
When a child is born, he or 
she receives a name that 
they will carry with them for 
the entirety of  their life. It is 
something they respond to, 
something they write, and 
something that becomes 
known to others. Names are 
connected to our identity. 

Names too are important 
in holy Scripture. For a per-
son to know the name of  
another, meant for them to 
have power. That is what 
makes the story of  the 
Burning Bush so important 
— God reveals his very self, 
his very identity, to Moses. 

The name Joseph comes from the Latin form of  Greek 
taken from the Hebrew name (Yosef) meaning “he will 
add”; “he will increase.” In the Old Testament Joseph is 
the eleventh son of  Jacob and the first with his wife 
Rachel. Because he was his father’s favorite, his older 
brothers sent him to Egypt and told their father that he 
had died. 

In Egypt though, Joseph became an advisor to pharaoh, 
and was eventually reconciled with his brothers and saved 
them from utter famine. He not only increased their sup-
ply of  food, but their faith in God. 

This name also occurs in the New Testament, belonging 
to St. Joseph the husband of  Mary, and of  Joseph of  
Arimathea, the one who would offer his tomb for Jesus’ 
burial. Another derivation has the name meaning praise, 
fame. Joseph of  Arimathea did a simple act of  giving his 
tomb, but an act that would give it increase and fame, set-
ting his name firmly in our Church’s tradition.  

Our St. Joseph was known as a “just man,” an “upright” 
man, and he was true to his name. As foster father of  the 
Christ Child, he would be the connecting link to the House 
of  David through which he and the Virgin Mary would wel-
come the Christ Child into the world. And, as the Christ 
Child grew, he would silently support and praise the God 

made visible in the incarnate Son of  
God. If  we read his name through 
this lens, St. Joseph is most appro-
priately one who “added increase to 
God’s praise!” 

In the Middle Ages, Joseph was a 
common Jewish name, though less 
frequent among Christians. In the 
late Middle Ages though, devotion 
to Joseph increased, and the name 
grew in popularity particularly 
throughout Spain and Italy. In 
England it would become popular 
and common after the Protestant 
Reformation. In the United States it 
has remained part of  the top 25 
names for boys since 1880, making 
it one of  the most enduring names 
of  this era. 

We each received a name at 
Baptism, making us a new creation 
in Christ. What is your name? A 
better question to ask ourselves 
though is this: do we live up to the 
faith and values behind it?  

St. Joseph, help increase our 
faith that we, too, may praise the 
God!

The name Joseph — help to increase faith

The information below includes reported cases from 
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and  
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There 
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not 
including administrators, faculty and staff and  
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at 
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and  
religious houses. 

Positive Cases 
Active positive cases: 8 
Recovered positive cases: 863 
Total ever positive cases: 871 

Currently Self-quarantined 
Close Contacts: 10 
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 12

Coronavirus Report  
(as of Monday, April 26) 

St. Joseph, Caludio Pastro, Brazilian, 1948–2016.
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The opening chapter, of  Monika K. Hellwig’s 
“Understanding Catholicism” (2002) is entitled “God 
Revealed as Powerful Compassion.” 

The late Georgetown University professor (d. 2005) sin-
gled out the story of  the burning bush in Exodus 3:14 as 

the key moment of  divine 
revelation in the Old 
Testament. She interpret-
ed this theophany as “an 
exercise of  the compas-
sion of  God.” God’s 
covenant pledge of  
redemption will liberate 
the Hebrews from politi-
cal, economic and social 
oppression in Egypt and 
“call them into divine 
intimacy as the people of  
God in freedom, dignity 
and responsibility for one 
another.” 

That dramatic procla-
mation of  the revelation of  the one God reveals “… the 
powerful compassion and ultimate claims of  that God for 
human persons and societies.” 

As the trajectory of  salvation history unfolds, the 
definitive moment of  God’s self-communication will be 
the Redemptive Incarnation. In truth, the resurrection of  
Jesus ultimately will become “the burning bush of  
Christians” in the New Testament. 

That core Christian doctrine — the resurrection of  the 
Lord — fulfills the typology of  the burning bush and the 
saving presence of  the Lord (YHWH) in the call of  Moses 
and in the ensuing exodus and Sinai covenant with Israel. 
That message of  salvation encapsulated in Chapter 3 of  
the Book of  Exodus stands as a paradigm of  “how God is 
revealed in new life that bursts forth out of  suffering 
fidelity.” 

Thus, the resurrection of  Jesus in the New Testament 
becomes the final and radical sign of  the “compassionate 
power of  the Father vindicating and fulfilling the human 
self-oblation of  Jesus in a transforming radiance of  
divine splendor and peace.” 

The unveiling of  the mysterious divine Name in the 
theophany at the burning bush is a pivotal moment in sal-
vation history, for YHWH reveals his name as a promise 
and a pledge — "I am who am." (Ex 3:14) 

Biblical commentators have offered a variety of  trans-
lations of  this enigmatic divine name emanating from the 
theophany of  the burning bush. Perhaps the most satis-
factory interpretation emphasizes the dynamic presence 
of  the God of  the covenant — "I will be with you." For 
instance, the late Father Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P. (d. 
1994) explained the sense of  YHWH: “… He who is always 
there — I am the one who I am always with you.” He com-
mented: “The name, however, never fully reveals God nor 
does it describe with any detail what God will do for his 
people. It is mostly a promise — I will be always there for 
you.” 

The revelatory power of  the divine Name in Exodus 3: 
13-14 becomes a biblical motif  that will resonate through-
out salvation history and come to fulfillment in the 
Redemptive Incarnation. In the New Testament Gospels, 
the theme of  the divine identity of  Jesus in the “I AM” 
sayings in the Gospel according to John is imbued with a 
spiritual sense of  the text drawn from that Old Testament 

motif. 
Thomas Marsh understands the Gospel of  John as pre-

senting Jesus as the fulfillment of  the promise of  the 
divine Name — "I will be there for you ... in the way I will 
be there." Accordingly, Jesus is the "completion of  salva-
tion history and of  the sentence God left unfinished at the 
Burning Bush." 

In his “The Triune God: A Biblical, Historical, and 
Theological Study” (1995), the Maynooth theologian high-
lights the “I AM” formulas found in chapter 8 of  the 
Fourth Gospel. Jesus' claim of  the divine Name signifies 
that he is "the definitive saving act of  God, the way God is 
ultimately and finally there." This disclosure reaches the 
climax in the event of  the Cross where "God finally com-
pletes the sentence begun in Exodus 3:15, fulfills his 
promise, is 'there'." 

From a biblical perspective, the revised “Invitation to 
John” (2002) makes the following comments on the dis-
course of  Jesus as the Son of  Man being “lifted up” in 
John 8:28: “The death of  Jesus, as we shall see, is his 
return to the Father, the completion and climax of  his 
mission as revealer. At his death his true identity will be 
known: he is the one who can appropriate for himself  the 
divine name “I am.” The use of  this expression without 
(in Greek) any predicate occurs in 8:24, 28, and 58, and in 
all cases, though one could make sense of  the passage 
otherwise, the allusion to the name of  God is most proba-
ble.” 

The designation “I AM” (Greek, “ego eimi”) is record-
ed nine times in the Fourth Gospel. In two instances, 
namely, 8:58 and 13: 19, the expression is used in an 
absolute sense. In this regard, Father John F. O’Grady 
observes that the phrase focuses on “the divine presence 
in Jesus,” a recognition of  “the unity between God and 
Jesus.” 

In “John: Stories of  the Word and Faith” (2008) 
Franciscan Father Robert J. Karris points out that in 
John 8:12-59 there are “three examples of  ‘I am’ without a 
predicate. Both Exodus 3:13-14 and Isaiah 41:4 comprise 
an Old Testament foundation for the “I am” sayings in 
John. 

Father Karris interprets the implications of  John 8:28 
thus: “… Jesus shows he is divine through his life-giving 
death on the cross: ‘When you lift up the Son of  Man, 
then you will realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on 
my own, but I say only what the Father taught me.” 
Again verse 58 proclaims, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
before Abraham came to be, I AM.” 

Redemptorist Father Anthony J. Kelly and Salesian 
Father Francis J. Moloney collaborated in writing 
“Experiencing God in the Gospel of  John” (2003). The 
Australian Catholic scripture scholars take note of  sever-
al passages in the Gospel according to John where the 
text looks back to the revelation of  the divine Name in 
the theophany at the burning bush. (Ex 3:14) 

For example, Jesus in his Farewell Discourse prepares 
his disciples with this admonition: "I tell you this now 
before it takes place, that when it does take place that you 
may believe that  I AM.” (John 13:19). The authors explain 
the passage: “What is soon to take place will reveal how 
the God of  the Passover and Exodus will become newly 
invocable in the fulfillment of  the hour. The holiest of  
names — YHWH, 'I am he' (Ex 3:14) — resonates with past 
experiences and future expectations.” 

Catholic theology in the 20th century has been 
engaged with a renewal of  the ancient Christian tradi-

tion of  a spiritual/allegorical reading of  Sacred 
Scripture. The writings of  the late Cardinal Yves Congar 
and of  Pope Benedict XVI in their exegesis of  the divine 
Name in Exodus 3 in relationship to the Gospels serve as 
models of  this approach to biblical hermeneutics. 

In “Jesus Christ” (1966) Cardinal Yves Congar, O.P. (d. 
1995) had expressed a rich biblical Christology in an 
essay, "Christ the Image of  the Invisible God." In the bibli-
cal context of  Exodus 3:12 — "I will be with you” — the 
divine Name conveys the sense of  divine presence as “an 
act that is towards us, for us, with us, endlessly immi-
nent, endlessly before us." 

From that standpoint, Cardinal Congar, an influential 
priest-theologian at the Second Vatican Council, inter-
preted the Divine Name in Exodus 3:14 by dramatizing 
the unfolding momentum and crescendo of  the key 
events of  revelation as history: “Who am I? You will see 
me by my acts. I will be what you see that I am when I 
free you from Egypt, when I feed you in the desert, when I 
lead you to Sinai to receive my Law and to enter into 
covenant with me, when I thus make of  you my people, 
when I guide you to the Promised Land and bring you 
inside its borders. I will be He who dwells among you. ...” 

In a word, the presence of  the living God creates salva-
tion history: “Finally, in the fullness of  time, at the end of  
so many comings, of  which none was total or definitive, I 
will be He who comes to you in person, who dwells among 
you, bodily.” In the fullness of  time the living God will be 
“the true manna, the true serpent raised in the desert, the 
true ransom for your sins.” … “I will be Jesus Christ." 

Again, in “Jesus of  Nazareth” (2007) Pope-Emeritus 
Benedict XVI meditated on the spiritual sense of  the “I 
AM” sayings in John’s Gospel. His theological exegesis 
articulated the redemptive meaning of  the Cross and 
Resurrection in the light of  salvation history: “The burn-
ing bush is the Cross. The highest claim of  revelation, the 
‘I am he,’ and the Cross of  Jesus are inseparably one. 
What we find here is not metaphysical speculation, but 
the self-revelation of  God’s reality in the midst of  history 
for us.” 

Four decades earlier, Pope Benedict, then Father 
Joseph Ratzinger, had already incorporated the typology 
of  the ineffable divine Name, “I am who I am” (YHWH) 
revealed in Exodus 3:14 into his biblical Christology in 
his “Introduction to Christianity” (1970). In that major 
dogmatic study of  the Creed, as a young theologian he 
had noted that the Gospel of  John portrays Jesus "as him 
in whom the story of  the burning bush first attains its 
true meaning." 

The Holy Father’s early theological synthesis of  this 
theme was incisive: "Christ himself, so to speak, appears 
as the burning bush from which the name of  God issues 
to humankind." By applying to himself  “the 'I am’ of  
Exodus 3 and Isaiah 43," the Johannine Jesus is “the 
name, that is, the 'invocability' of  God." 

The typology of  Exodus 3 informs the substance of  
Christology — "The name is no longer merely a word but 
a person: Jesus himself." 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episco-
pal liaison to the Messenger and professor of  theology at 
Thomas More University. 

[Note: In June 2008 the Vatican’s Congregation of  Divine 
Worship directed that in “liturgical celebrations, in songs and 
prayers the name of  God in the form of  the Tetragrammaton 
YHWH is neither to be used or pronounced.”] 

The Cross … the ‘burning bush’ of the New Testament

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler
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COMMENTARY

A guide for the journey
Somewhere along the way, it recently occurred to me 

once again that, when you get right down to it, we all are 
on a journey. 

I think that whole 
notion was triggered as I 
reflected upon the remark-
able Gospel I heard a cou-
ple of  Sundays ago about 
the sojourn of  two disci-
ples of  Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus. I can only imag-
ine what it meant to those 
two men who experienced 
that revealing, unexpected 
walk with our risen Lord. I 
can feel each of  them 
thinking, “Well, knock me 
over with a feather!” 

I can’t help but wonder 
what that breathtaking experience meant to them, over 
and above the basic revelations in Luke’s eye-opening 
account in the New Testament. I also wonder what it 
meant to those to whom the unbelievable incident was 
eventually revealed by the somewhat doubtful duo. 

I did not have to ponder very long before realizing that 

I could use some help to capture and share the full signifi-
cance of  the Emmaus incident within Jesus’ miraculous 
epic of  virgin birth, horrific self-sacrifice, death and 
Resurrection. My welcomed assistance came and it felt as 
though Jessica Brodie, a Christian author, award-win-
ning journalist, blogger, editor and writing coach tapped 
me on the shoulder and whispered, “What makes you 
think that you can take on this journey alone?” Right! 

Also, it would be preparatory and wonderful right now 
if  you could stand up, stretch, go find Luke 24 in your 
Bible, take the few moments needed to read it and come 
back here ready and willing to travel. I’ll wait. 

Now, wasn’t that worth it? Ms. Brodie and I are ready 
to go, so let’s begin with “the significance of  the Road to 
Emmaus,” as she puts it. She begins our journey with 
“the experience of  the two men upon the road to 
Emmaus is powerful. Not only does it serve as one of  the 
many post-resurrection appearances of  Jesus, but it 
shows us how we can look to Scripture to see how God’s 
plan has unfolded.” 

If  you were able to pirate enough time to read Luke’s 
final chapter, you noted that the beautiful story features 
two men who are “distraught over the death of  Jesus” 

What would Cardinal Meyer say?Burdens and sufferings 
help us grow in faith Unfortunately forgotten in most U.S. Catholic circles 

today, Cardinal Albert Gregory Meyer, archbishop of  
Milwaukee from 1953 to 1958 and archbishop of  Chicago 
from 1958 to 1965, was one of  the country’s leading 
churchmen in the mid-20th century. 

A biblical scholar and a deeply holy man, Meyer 
played a crucial role in the first three periods of  the 

Second Vatican Council. 
On November 19, 1962, for 
example, he made an 
important intervention at a 
critical moment in the 
council’s first period: a 
brief  speech on the inade-
quacies of  the draft docu-
ment on divine revelation 
then being considered. 

Cardinal Meyer’s 
address was one of  several 
that (with an important 
assist from Pope John 
XXIII) helped sink that 
draft, thus opening a path 
toward what I’ve come to 
regard as the fundamental 

text of  the council, “Dei Verbum” (“The Word of  God”). 
Unfortunately, Meyer, who died in April 1965, did not live 
to see his labors in 1962, 1963, and 1964 bear fruit in the 
“Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation” that was 
promulgated on Nov. 18, 1965.  

Cardinal Meyer, who served on the council’s board of  
presidents, is regarded by historians as being one of  the 
leading reformers at Vatican II, allied with men like 
Belgium’s Cardinal Leon-Jozef  Suenens and Cardinal 
Bernardus Alfrink of  the Netherlands. Yet Cardinal 
Meyer was also a good friend of  Cardinal Alfredo 
Ottaviani, leader of  the council’s traditionalist forces; 
and before Meyer made his intervention in favor of  
scrapping Ottaviani’s draft document on revelation, he 
went out of  his way to tell his brother cardinal that he 
intended no disrespect by his criticism. 

In “American Participation in the Second Vatican 
Council,” Msgr. Vincent Yzermans notes that Meyer’s 
speeches “were … respectfully received because they 
came from the very depths of  his own soul … [as he 
strove] to give honest expression to his deepest convic-
tions … [and] was always concerned with the positive 
approach.”  

All the more reason then, to pay careful attention to 
what Cardinal Meyer had to say before the council, when 
he responded to a request for suggestions about the 
issues Vatican II should address, which had been sent to 
all bishops by a commission preparing the council’s agen-
da. In his article, “U.S. Bishops’ Suggestions for Vatican 
II,” published in the 1994 edition of  the journal 

“Cristianesimo nella Storia” (“Christianity in History”), 
Father Joseph Komonchak sums up Meyer’s proposals: 

“[Cardinal] Meyer maintained that most of  the errors 
of  the day were based upon relativism with disastrous 
consequences for both doctrine and morality: ‘Any idea of  
absolute truth is denied by many people’ (Meyer wrote). 
He described the crisis as ‘a real dechristianization or 
apostasy of  nations. There is a real and universal absence 
of  God, especially from the public life of  peoples.’ To 
oppose it, he proposed repeating Catholic doctrine on the 
true notion of  the supernatural, on original sin, on the 
redemptive Incarnation, on regenerating grace, on the 
true notion of  sin, and on the need for faith against those 
who rely on works.” 

Father Komonchak also notes that Archbishop Paul J. 
Hallinan of  Atlanta, another liberal hero of  the conciliar 
and post-conciliar years, wrote similarly to the council’s 
preparatory commission of  the dangers of  a “secular cul-
ture … rooted in subjectivism, pragmatism, relativism, 
agnosticism and atheism.” 

The current administration in Washington and its 
congressional allies embody, in a particularly aggressive 
way, the hostility to the deep truths built into the human 
condition that so concerned men like Cardinal Meyer and 
Archbishop Hallinan in 1960. Yet when warnings are 
raised about the threat posed to our democracy by the 
Biden administration’s embrace of  a concept of  the 
human person that denies biological reality and reduces 
us to bundles of  morally equivalent desires, those who 
point out what’s going on (including those who try to 
emulate Cardinal Meyer’s respect for opponents) are 
accused of  being culture warriors, Jansenists, insensitive 
traffickers in abstractions, and the rest of  progressive 
Catholicism’s litany of  epithets. 

Are we saying anything different about the roots of  
the West’s civilizational crisis than what Cardinal Meyer 
and others said in 1960? 

A man with the qualities of  Albert Gregory Meyer 
would likely be grateful to Mary Eberstadt for her three 
Newsweek “open letters” to President Biden about the 
administration’s reckless policies on life, gender and reli-
gious freedom, available here 
(https://www.newsweek.com/president-biden-speak-
march-life-opinion-1563729), here 
(https://www.newsweek.com/mr-president-your-allies-
are-coming-your-fellow-catholics-opinion-1568369), and 
here (https://www.newsweek.com/mr-president-equality-
act-defies-your-churchs-teaching-opinion-1579584). 

And while Cardinal Meyer would, I think, have 
applauded this display of  courageous and well-reasoned 
lay initiative, he might also wonder why so few bishops 
have written or said similar things in defense of  truth 
and reality, and thus in defense of  democracy. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the fifth Sunday of  Easter — Cycle 
B are: Acts 9:26–31; 1 John 3:18–24 and John 15:1–8. 

This weekend we will hear from the beginning of  the 15th 
chapter of  the Gospel according to St. John. It is the “story” 
of  the “Vine and the Branches.” In case you have forgotten, 

let me sum up: Jesus is the 
Vine, we are the branches. 
The Father will destroy any 
branch that does not bear 
fruit and, those that do, he 
will prune so that they bear 
more fruit.  

In my prayer and reflec-
tion on this passage, I was 
struck by that last point. 
The Father will “prune.” 

For the last few years, I 
have taken up the hobby in 
the spring and summer of  
growing flowers. I am of  the 
mind that just as we need to 
grow food to feed the body, 

we also need to grow those things that are beautiful (flowers) 
to feed the soul. That, and some would consider me a culi-
nary minimalist; a phrase that I prefer much more than 
“picky.” 

I have specifically been growing (or trying to grow) 
dahlias. The thing about dahlias is that in order to have great 
success with blooms, you need to prune the plant very early. 
For me, seeing the new growth of  the plant emerge from the 
ground is very exciting. It is a time of  new birth — a time of  
resurrection. But just after the second set of  leaves grow in, 
you are to pinch or cut back the main stalk right above those 
leaves. This action stunts the immediate growth of  the plant. 

The purpose is to have the plant reevaluate and redistrib-
ute where it is sending nutrients that allow the growth. This 
action, while to a certain extent is counter intuitive, actually 
allows the plant to grow more fully and more completely and 
produce many more flowers. 

In a certain sense you have to cause the plant harm or suf-
fering in order to allow for a stronger more beautiful plant. 
This physical suffering is nothing new to athletes. They exer-
cise and lift weights causing strain (suffering) on their mus-
cles in order to grow stronger. Should we then be surprised 
when the Lord put’s spiritual difficulties in our path?  

Today, we always want things to be easy. And for the most 
part life is pretty easy. Think of  all the breakthroughs in 
medicine and technology, and how much easier we have it 
than our grandparents or great-grandparents. Bishop Gilbert 
Sheldon, Bishop-emeritus of  the Diocese of  Stuebenville once 
said: “In the past, life was hard so faith was easy; today, life is 
easy so faith is hard.” So often, it seems to me, we want faith 
to come easy, and we are unwilling to put in the work to allow 
the faith to bear fruit. When we experience any type of  diffi-
culty it is easier to abandon the faith than it is to hunker 
down and push through. 

St. Theresa of  Calcutta is quoted as saying: “I know God 
won’t give me anything I can’t handle, I just wish he didn’t 
trust me so much.” The burdens of  this life are here to help 
us, the sufferings of  this life are here to aid us, the difficulties 
of  this life are here to help lead us to God and place our trust 
in him instead of  in ourselves.  

Many people think that pain and suffering are punish-
ments from God — they are not!!! In March of  2020, Pope 
Francis stood in an empty St. Peter’s Square to remind the 
entire world that this current pandemic is not a judgement 
from God on his people — whom by the way, he loves beyond 
anything we can possibly imagine — but that it is an oppor-
tunity for us to judge ourselves and see how we can come to 
live better. How have we loved the Lord in the midst of  the 
pandemic? How have we loved our neighbor — especially our 
neighbor who has been tasked with caring for the common 
good? 

Faith gets easier the more we work at it. Faith gets easier 
and stronger when we accept the difficulties and the suffer-
ings of  this life. Let us recommit ourselves today to being the 
beautiful flowers in the world of  the love of  God; and let us 
welcome the pruning offered by the Father, no matter how 
difficult, and so be changed for the better. 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Father Daniel Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

(Continued on page 13)



Novarum (Rights and Duties of  Capital and Labor). It is an 
open letter to all Catholic patriarchs, primates, archbish-
ops and bishops addressing the condition of  the working 
classes. 

Forty years ago, Pope John Paul II stated in his encycli-
cal Laborem Exercens, “The Church considers it her task 

always to call attention to the dignity and rights of  
those who work, to condemn situations in which that 
dignity and those rights are violated and to help guide 
changes so as to ensure authentic progress by man 

and society.”  
 At his morning Mass on the Feast of  St. Joseph the 

Worker, May 1, 2020, Pope Francis said, “Let us pray for all 
workers. … That all would be paid justly and may enjoy the 
dignity of  work and the beauty of  rest.”  In his homily 
Pope Francis said, “The work human beings do is nothing 

more than the continuation of  God’s work. Human work is 
the vocation received from God.” While pointing to a stat-
ue of  St. Joseph “with his work tools in hand,” Pope 
Francis prayed that St. Joseph would “help us fight for the 
dignity of  labor so that there is work for all and that it 
would be worthy work, not slave labor. May this be our 
prayer today.” 

During this Year of  St. Joseph, on the solemnity of  St. 
Joseph the Worker, May 1, let us implore even more for the 
dignity of  work and workers.
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Julie Asher 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of  the U.S. bishops’ pro-
life committee April 20 called on the Biden administration to 
fund research “that does not rely upon body parts taken from 
innocent children killed through abortion.” 

“The bodies of  children killed by abortion deserve the 
same respect as that of  any other person,” said Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann of  Kansas City, Kansas, chairman of  the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities. 

“Our government has no right to treat innocent abortion 
victims as a commodity that can be scavenged for body parts 
to be used in research,” he said. 

His remarks were a reaction to a notice the National 
Institutes of  Health in Bethesda, Maryland, posted April 16 in 
the grants area of  its website announcing the end of  a Trump 
administration ban on research involving human fetal tissue 
acquired from elective abortions. 

In addition, NIH and the U.S. Department of  Health and 
Human Services will no longer convene the Human Fetal 
Tissue Research Ethics Advisory Board. 

Under President Donald Trump, the two agencies had 
established the board to review research applications for NIH 
grants, cooperative agreements, and research and develop-
ment contracts that proposed using fetal tissue from elective 
abortions. 

The previous administration also terminated contracts 
with outside institutions that used fetal stem cells for research. 

According to Roll Call, a news outlet on Capitol Hill, the 
decision to lift the ban came after 26 House Democrats wrote 
to HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra, urging this policy change. 

“It is unethical to promote and subsidize research that can 
lead to legitimizing the violence of  abortion,” Archbishop 
Naumann said in his statement. “Researchers have demon-
strated that we can do effective scientific research and develop 
efficacious clinical treatments without harvesting tissue from 
aborted babies.” 

“It is also deeply offensive,” he added, “to millions of  
Americans for our tax dollars to be used for research that collab-
orates with an industry built on the taking of  innocent lives.” 

It is a move in the wrong direction, said Tara Sander Lee, 
senior fellow and director of  life sciences at Charlotte Lozier 
Institute, which is the research and education arm of  the 
Susan B. Anthony List. 

“There are superior and ethical alternatives available 
such as adult stem-cell models being used by countless scien-
tists worldwide to develop and produce advanced medicines 
treating patients now, without exploitation of  any innocent 
life,” she said.  

The HHS ban on NIH using human fetal stem cells in 
research announced June 5, 2020, came after an audit and 
review of  its own research involving human fetal tissue and 
elective abortions. Regarding contracts with outside institu-
tions, HHS refused to renew a $13 million research contract 
with the University of  California, San Francisco, because it 
failed to live up to its moral and ethical standards. 

In 2019 alone, NIH spent $120 million on fetal tissue of  
unborn babies, according to a news release issued by HHS at 
the time. 

Meanwhile in Congress, ahead of  the April 16 announce-
ment by NIH, Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., spoke during debate on 
a bill to reauthorize the Stem Cell Therapeutic and Research 
Act of  2005. Smith was the prime sponsor of  the 2005 bill and 
of  a bill to reauthorize it in 2015. 

The new law created a nationwide umbilical cord blood 
stem-cell program, designed to collect, derive, type and freeze 
cord blood units for transplantation into patients to mitigate 

“and to even cure serious disease,” Smith said April 14. 
“Pursuant to the law, it also provided stem cells for 

research” he said, adding that new cord blood program was 
combined with an expanded bone marrow initiative, whose 
main sponsor was the late Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Fla. 

The reauthorization bill for the Stem Cell Therapeutic and 
Research Act authorizes $23 million to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2021 through fiscal year 2025. It also authorizes $30 
million to be appropriated for fiscal years 2021 through 2025 
for the bone marrow transplant program. 

“This continues funding at the same levels authorized in 
the 2015 authorization bill,” Smith said. 

“Each year, nearly 4 million babies are born in America. In 
the past, virtually every placenta and umbilical cord was 

tossed as medical waste,” Smith said in his comments on the 
floor. “Today, doctors have turned this medical waste into 
medical miracles.” 

“Not only has God in his wisdom and goodness created a 
placenta and umbilical cord to nurture and protect the pre-
cious life of  an unborn child,” he continued, “but now we 
know that another gift awaits us immediately after birth. 
Something very special is left behind — cord blood that is 
teeming with lifesaving stem cells.” 

According to Smith, one of  “the best kept secrets in 
America” is “umbilical cord blood stem cells and adult stem 
cells in general are curing people of  a myriad of  terrible con-
ditions and diseases — over 70 diseases in adults as well as in 
children.”
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2021 SCOUTING AWARDS

The annual Scouting Awards will, again this year, be distributed to scout leaders and the scouts will receive their 

awards at their parish. 

In a letter of  congratulations to each scout, Bishop Roger Foys said, “Today we look for people like you to become future 

leaders in youth ministry, faith communities and our Church at large. The scouting program is meant to help you develop 

a closer relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ and his Church. This closer relationship, together with the values you 

learned while achieving your medal, can become a solid foundation for your Catholic faith. As your Bishop, I am very 

proud of  your growth in faith and your dedication to the Diocese of  Covington’s scouting program.” 

Scouts awarded this year are featured below.

Scouts recognized as future leaders, encouraged 
to grow closer to Christ and his Church
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I Live My Faith  
Medal 

L. Juelg L. King 

AHG KY 3120 — Immaculate Heart of  Mary Parish, Burlington

I Live My Faith Medal — to 
help girls appreciate more 
deeply the place God and  
religion occupy in their 
daily life.  

American Heritage Girls and Girl Scout Awards 
Parvuli Dei 

Emblem 

Parvuli Dei — to increase the 
awareness of God’s presence 
in daily life especially at 
home and in the community.

Boy Scout Awards

The Tenderheart  
Medal 

A. Reynolds

AHG KY 1412 — St. Timothy 
Parish, Union

Tenderheart Medal — to 
help girls grow in  
awareness of who they are 
as children of God in the 
family of the Catholic 
Church and to explore  
and perform works of  
charity for their families 
and neighbors. 

C. Flaig

Troop 727 — Immaculate Heart of  Mary Parish, Burlington

J. Terlau

Troop 702 — St. Timothy Parish, Union 

M. Mueller

Troop 779 — St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood

H. Donaldson C. Ray

B. Mann L. Newport M. Schneidt E. Stricker

The Light Of Christ 
Emblem 

Light of Christ Emblem — to 
encourage Tiger Cub and Wolf 
Cub Scouts to develop a  
personal relationship with 
Jesus. Together with the active 
participation of their parents, 
Scouts come to see Jesus as a 
real person and friend. B. Mueller

Troop 779 — St. Pius X 
Parish, Edgewood

J. Terlau

Troop 702 — St. Timothy 
Parish, Union 

All scouts earning a religious patch 
or award also is awarded the 
Diocesan Scouting Award featuring 
Bishop Roger Foys’ coat of arms 
and motto “Luceat Lux Vestra” 
(“Let Your Light Shine”).

American Heritage Girls 
— Statement of Faith 

We believe that there is one 
Triune God – Father; Jesus Christ, 
His one and only Son; and the 
Holy Spirit – Creator of the  
universe and eternally existent. 

We believe the Holy Scriptures  
(Old and New Testaments) to be 
the inspired and authoritative 
Word of God. 

We believe each person is created 
in His image for the purpose of 
communing with and  
worshipping God. 

We believe in the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, Who enables us to live 
godly lives. 

We believe that each individual is 
called to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, mind, soul,  
and strength; and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

We believe God calls us to lives of 
purity, service, stewardship, and 
integrity.”

Boy Scouts of America — The Scout Law Prayer 

Dear Lord, Bless all those everywhere who contribute to shape the hearts,  
minds and bodies of young people. Let us remember what they have taught  
and apply it daily. 

When facing deceit and dishonesty, let us be Trustworthy. 

If we see hypocrisy and faithlessness, let us be Loyal. 

Where disregard of others and mere materialism prevail, let us be Helpful. 

When we find people in despair, let us be Friendly. 

In an atmosphere of ill manner, let us be Courteous. 

Where some measure manliness in brutality and crudeness, let us be Kind. 

Though lawbreaking and rule-scoffing are common, let us be Obedient. 

While others grumble and grouch, let us be Cheerful. 

In an environment blighted by waste and extravagance, let us be Thrifty. 

When confronted with danger and temptation, let us be Brave. 

As we see filth and pollution everywhere, let us be Clean. 

While witnessing impiety, let us remember to be Reverent. 

In short, in a world that has for generation after generation lamented the lack  
of good examples, let us, as Scouts, stand out, grow up, and become real adults.     

Amen.

Scout photos submitted.

Taylor photo
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MaddoxGardenCenter.com

any Purchase of  
$100 or more  
made at the  
Garden Store

Family Owned & Operated Since 1982

$15OFF
(859) 371-6340

Limit one per family and cannot be used in conjunction with other offers or discounts.

MES1

8430 Dixie Highway, Florence, KY 41042

177 So. Main Street 
Walton, KY 

859-431-0121

Serving Northern Kentucky Since 1877 

 

Lumber – Decking – Paint – Hardware 
Windows – Doors – Trim – Millwork 

Delivery Available

www.hellmannlumber.com

Family business supporting family values of life & marriage.



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      April 30, 2021  11 

PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy 
Happy birthday to Father Robert Reinke, retired, May 1; 
Father Lawrence Schaeper, pastor, Sts. Boniface & 
James, Ludlow, May 5; Msgr. Dominic Fosu, pastor, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Burlington, May 13; 
Deacon Gary Scott, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, May 16; 
Father William Appel, Archdiocese of Military Services, 
USA, May 18; Father Martin Pitstick, pastor, Divine 
Mercy Parish, Bellevue, and St. Bernard Parish, Dayton, 
May 20; Father Stephen Bankemper, pastor, St. 
Catherine of Siena Parish, Fort Thomas, May 20; Father 
Augustine Kingsford Aidoo, parochial vicar, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell, May 22; Father Thomas 
Barnes, pastor emeritus, Holy Cross Parish, Latonia, May 
23; Deacon James Fedor, St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood, 
May 24; Father John Riesenberg, retired, May 28; 
Father Aby Thampi, C.M.I., parochial vicar, St. Henry 
Parish, Elsmere, May 30; Msgr. Roger Cooney, retired, 
May 31. 

The following students have been accepted to the 2021 
Kentucky Governor’s Programs 

Governor’s Scholars Program 

Villa Madonna Academy: Lexi Baker and Emily 
Riordan. 

Newport Central Catholic High School: Dominic Morgan.  

Covington Catholic High School: Jack Cain, Ethan 
Conrad, Jacob Finley, Matthew Gerdes, Jonah Ikeda 
and Evan Ossege 

Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs 

Covington Catholic High School: Ming Faih and Colin 
Esmeier.

The prayer intention for May, as recommended by Pope 
Francis, is for world of  finance — that those in charge of  
finance will work with governments to regulate the financial 
sphere and protect citizens from its dangers. 

Upcoming study groups at St. Mary Parish, Alexandria: 
“Diary of  St. Faustina,” weekly Tuesday mornings, 10:30–11 
a.m. Order the book on your own. This group may be joined 

any time. 

“St. Joseph: St. Joseph, Our Spiritual Father,” learn more 
about the foster father of  Jesus and the patron saint of  the 
Universal Church. Weekly, Mondays, May 3–24, 7 –8 p.m. 
Purchase the book “Consecration to St. Joseph” on your 
own. Location will be confirmed with registration. Register 
by e-mailing jenn@saintmaryparish.com. 

Catholic Café returns to St. 
Anne Retreat Center, 
Melbourne, Monday, May 10. 
The Cafe will run from 9:30–
11:00 a.m. and will feature talks 
by Msgr. William Cleves. COVID 
protocols preclude serving cof-
fee or food, participants are wel-
come to bring their own. Masks 
will be required during the ses-
sions. No charge to attend. Visit 
www.stanneretreatcenter.org. 

Rotary Club  
‘Teacher of  the Year’ 

(below left) Stephanie Erwin, 
Kindergarten teacher, St. Paul 
School, Florence, has been recog-
nized as a 2021 Florence Rotary 
Club “Teacher of  the Year.” Criteria 
for the award includes: teachers 
who inspire students to learn; teach-
ers who have the respect and admi-
ration of  students, parents and col-
leagues;  teachers who play an 
active and useful role in the commu-
nity, as well as, in the school; teach-
ers who are poised, articulate and 
possess the energy to withstand a 
taxing schedule; and teachers who 
exemplify the “Service above Self” 
standard of  the organization. Mrs. 
Erwin was recognized for her work 
with the Parent Teacher 
Organization, her organization of  
Trivia Nights, her volunteer efforts 
at the Fish Fry, the coordination of  
the school community to support 
the St. Vincent de Paul giving tree; 
her sponsorship of  Advent Angels 
with staff  members; the assistance 
she gives to younger staff  members 
as well as teachers in the preschool 
program.

Playground is a blessing 
Just in time for spring, Father Eric Boelscher, pastor, blessed the new playground at  
St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs. 

Celebrating St. Joseph 

(left) In recognition of  the Year of  St. Joseph, students at 
St. Cecilia School, Independence, have made St. Joseph 
bracelets. A St. Joseph bracelet has 7 knots representing 
the 7 Sorrows and the 7 Joys of  Joseph.  Likewise, some  
of  the students have made small St. Joseph symbols for a 
St. Joseph tree which is displayed in the school office.
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INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
ASSOCIATE 

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities 
office invites well-qualified, practicing Roman 
Catholic candidates to apply for this full-time job 
opportunity. The Controller assists the office’s 
Executive Director in managing Catholic Charities’ 
finances, including its Parish Kitchen ministry. Under 
the direction of the Executive Director, the 
Controller’s primary responsibilities include:  
oversight of activities related to budgeting, A/R, A/P, 
and payroll; implementing and updating financial 
policies and procedures according to Diocesan 
requirements; and maintaining accurate data and 
producing efficient reports in line with generally 
accepted non-profit accounting standards. Required 
qualifications include at least a bachelor’s degree  
in Accounting or Finance, with a history of  
progressively-responsible applicable work  
experience. Interested individuals may send a cover 
letter and comprehensive resume, including at least 
five references with e-mail contacts, to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by e-mail or by fax:  
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859-392-1589

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT WANTED 

The Messenger, is seeking a part-time Editorial 
Assistant to assist its editorial staff in creating a quality, 
weekly Catholic newspaper and maintaining an  
organized work environment. The Editorial Assistant 
helps update the diocesan database (Camino) and  
creates the weekly mailing list for the Messenger. The 
position requires an understanding of or aptitude for 
U.S. postal bulk-mail regulations. The Editorial 
Assistant proofreads each edition of the Messenger, 
maintains the office archives, prepares invoices for 
payment and assists editorial staff, when needed, with 
writing/photography assignments. The qualified  
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic and will 
be comfortable with Excel and Word (or comparable) 
office software with a solid foundation in writing skills 
and the ability to meet deadlines. Anticipated start 
date: June 2021. Interested candidates may submit a 
resume, references, and writing samples to  
Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org,  
(859) 392-1500.                                                       EOE

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
St. Catherine of Siena parish in Ft. Thomas, Ky.  
(www.stcatherineofsiena.org) seeks a dynamic principal 
for our school (K-8) of 150 children. The school is an 
integral part of our parish, and our parish permeates 
the school. We are committed first to helping our  
parents raise their children in the practice of the faith, 
by teaching the objective elements of the faith and  
fostering the subjective elements: helping them to  
grow closer to Christ and to be His witnesses in the  
world by word and service. We are committed to the  
development of the whole person: spiritual, intellectual, 
emotional, physical and social. St. Catherine of Siena is  
a sought-after school with a talented and committed  
staff with a wide range of experience, and the parents  
of our children are engaged and enthusiastic. The  
successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic in  
good standing with the Church and supportive of her  
teaching and mission. She or he will hold or be eligible  
for Kentucky principal certification. We prefer a  
candidate with at least three successful years as a  
classroom teacher and experience in Catholic school  
administration, but are willing to consider giving a  
chance to someone with potential. Interested  
individuals should send at least a resume or C-V along  
with a cover letter and five references with contact  
e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by e-mail  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589, or mail to  
1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011-3115. 

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Newport Central Catholic High School 
(www.ncchs.com), a co-educational Diocesan high 
school of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, KY, 
is seeking a Principal for the 2021–2022 school year. 
With diverse community roots reaching back to 1903, 
NCC today remains a testimony to the enduring faith 
and hope of all parents who want their sons and 
daughters to grow with the Church in soul, mind, and 
body. The school provides its 250 students (grades 9-12) 
with a diverse, comprehensive secondary school  
education, including general, college-prep, honors, and 
AP-level and dual-credit course offerings. The successful 
candidate must be a spiritually motivated practicing 
Roman Catholic in good standing, with excellent  
communication skills, a passion for spiritual and  
catechetical leadership, a strategic academic vision, 
knowledge of current educational methods, and proven 
managerial skills. The Principal has primary responsibility 
for the overall operation of the school and must be 
committed to the mission and philosophy of the 
Diocese of Covington and NCC. Prospective candidates 
should show evidence of accomplishment or willingness 
to become skilled in the following activities: board  
relations; community and external relations; curriculum 
development; faculty/staff development; fiscal  
management; fundraising; parent and alumni relations; 
plant management; recruitment and professional  
development; student activities management; student 
recruitment; and teacher/staff evaluation. An advanced 
degree is highly preferred, and eligibility for Kentucky 
certification, or a commitment to attain such  
certification, is required. Applicant inquiries will be  
accepted through Monday May 17, 2021. Interested 
individuals should email, fax, or mail: a cover letter, a 
comprehensive resume or C-V, a recently prepared 
Baptismal Certificate, transcripts of academic  
preparation, and a list of at least five references with 
contact e-mails to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, 1125 
Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011-3115,  
FAX 859/392-1589, or skoplyay@covdio.org .
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CAFETERIA STAFF 
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington  
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and  
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the  
school day.  Duties include food preparation, serving  
and general cleanup.  Interested individuals may  
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or  
call her at 859/392-1536.

CONTROLLER 
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities 
office invites well-qualified, practicing Roman 
Catholic candidates to apply for this full-time job 
opportunity. The Controller assists the office’s 
Executive Director in managing Catholic Charities’ 
finances, including its Parish Kitchen ministry. Under 
the direction of the Executive Director, the 
Controller’s primary responsibilities include:  
oversight of activities related to budgeting, A/R, A/P, 
and payroll; implementing and updating financial 
policies and procedures according to Diocesan 
requirements; and maintaining accurate data and 
producing efficient reports in line with generally 
accepted non-profit accounting standards. Required 
qualifications include at least a bachelor’s degree  
in Accounting or Finance, with a history of  
progressively-responsible applicable work  
experience. Interested individuals may send a cover 
letter and comprehensive resume, including at least 
five references with e-mail contacts, to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by e-mail or by fax:  
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859-392-1589

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on  

placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

“Voyagers” (Lionsgate) This tedious sci-fi parable 
about the positive and negative aspects of  human nature 
pits an aggressive, fear-mongering lad against a gentler 
peer for the leadership of  their fellow crew members on 
board a spaceship staffed by teenagers and bound for a dis-

tant planet. 
The two also 
become rivals 
for the favor of  
a female com-
rade. Writer-
director Neil 
Burger’s flat 
thriller, which 

also features Colin Farrell as the lone adult on the craft, 
fails to arouse interest in, or sympathy for, its colorless 
characters and will likely leave viewers feeling lost in 
space. Much violence with some gore, considerable sexual 
content, including an assault, briefly glimpsed but graphic 
nonmarital activity, an offscreen premarital encounter 
and artificial insemination. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13. 

 
“Demon Slayer the Movie: Mugen Train” (Sony) 

Created and marketed, largely if  not exclusively, for the 
fan base of  the Japanese comic book and television fran-
chise from which it’s derived, this animated fantasy offers 
others neither timetable nor roadmap. As the steam-pow-
ered vehicle of  the title thunders through the night in 
early 20th-century Japan, screenwriter Koyoharu Gotoge 
and director Haruo Sotozaki fill in the backstory of  a 
flame-haired fiend killer while also following the efforts of  
the boy with whom he eventually allies himself  to figure 
out why passengers aboard the train keep disappearing. 
The lad is aided in his investigation by two peers, one of  
them handy with a blade, the other endowed with super-
powers — but only when he’s asleep. Dubbed into English. 
Mature themes, frequent knife violence with blood effects. 
CNS: A-III; MPAA: R. 

“Mortal Kombat” (Warner Bros.) By turns brutal, 
ponderous and silly, director Simon McQuoid’s feature 
debut is a reboot adaptation of  a series of  video games pre-
viously brought to the big screen via a couple of  movies 
dating from the mid-1990s. It charts the exploits of  a mixed 
martial arts fighter whose languishing career is suddenly 
put on hold when he gets mixed up in a prolonged smack-
down pitting the underdog forces of  planet Earth against 
those of  a realm called Outworld. Joining him in the strug-
gle are, among others, a duo of  special forces veterans and 
an ill-tempered, potty-mouthed mercenary. The bloody 
mayhem that results includes the demise of  characters, 
some human, others monstrous, by incineration, dismem-
berment and reduction to pulp. The fact that the protago-
nist is primarily motivated by the desire to protect his fam-
ily is a feeble offset to such savagery or to a convoluted 
mythos involving various “gods.” Nonscriptural religious 
ideas, excessive gory violence, gruesome sights, a couple of  
mild oaths, pervasive rough and some crude and crass lan-
guage. CNS: O; MPAA: R.

and who “find themselves in deep conversation with the 
Teacher Himself.” And, of  course you noted that “they 
don’t realize it is him.” We too, once enlightened, would 
want to hurry up, find the 11 apostles and parrot the 
good news of  the risen Christ, just as was done by the 
women who ran to the apostles from the empty tomb 
after their amazing discovery. But alas, the apostles 
would not have believed us either. 

Getting back to Luke, the two “downcast” men, one 
Cleopas and the other unnamed, are “troubled” and 
walking along the road to a village called Emmaus, while 
“discussing all the events of  the past few days. Jesus 
comes alongside and listens to their conversation, but 
these men do not know it is Jesus,” which is not their 
fault, for Scripture says they were “kept from recogniz-
ing him.” The men explain to Jesus that they are disap-
pointed because their hopes are “seemingly” unfulfilled 
and they are “confused about what the women have seen 
at the tomb.”  

Wonder what they were thinking during Jesus’ “gen-
tle rebuke: How foolish you are and how slow to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah 
have to suffer those things and then enter his glory.” 
(Luke 24; 25-26) Ms. Brodie steps in here with; “Then, 
Jesus explains the Old Testament stories, from Moses to 
the prophets, and how they all fully and completely point 
to the Christ.” 

The light finally goes on while at table when “Jesus 
gives thanks and breaks bread with them, they recognize 
him! Immediately, Jesus disappears and they rush back 
to Jerusalem that very evening, find the 11 apostles, and 
tell them what happened.” 

“Jesus’ main point,” echoes Ms. Brodie, “is that all 
that has happened with him has already been predicted 
and written down by Moses and the prophets and is now 
being fulfilled. Jesus wants them —  and us — to know 
that although things look hopeless and they might have 
doubts, they have to look no further than Scripture to 
understand what happened and what will happen. 

First, Christ must suffer, then he is glorified. It’s all a 
part of  God’s plan.” Incidentally, the meaning of  the 
name Cleopas is “The Glory Of  The Father.” Having 
shared these insights, with Ms. Brodie’s generous writ-
ten assistance, I hope you are feeling what I am feeling 
and what the two Emmaus travelers felt; “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24; 32) 

May you continue to feel it because we all travel 
“that” amazing road daily through life and Jesus walks 
right beside us. 

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 
the Diocese of  Covington.

A guide for the journey 
                          (Continued from page 5)

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholic-
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”  
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.
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grosserco.com

Call Kim at the Messenger  
for information on placing your ad 
in the Spring Home Improvement 

Advertisements.  
(859) 392-1500
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Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  
(859) 392-1500

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell 
Chuck – 567-1500

The 2020–2022 Diocese of Covington Directory is available for 
purchase. The directory includes contact information for all diocesan 
offices, boards, agencies, institutions, parishes, clergy and religious.  
Call the Messenger office at (859) 392-1570 for your copy. Cost $18

Catholic leaders urge India to deploy 
military to help with pandemic 

NEW DELHI — As COVID-19 continues to claim thousands 
of  lives daily in India, some Catholic leaders have called on the 
federal government to deploy the military to deal with the cri-
sis before it worsens. “The second wave of  COVID-19 is surely a 
national calamity, and the entire nation is struggling as thou-
sands are dying and hundreds of  thousands are getting infect-
ed daily,” said Auxiliary Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas of  
Ranchi, former secretary-general of  the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of  India. “The federal government should consider 
deploying military personnel to assist the civil administration 
to effectively deal with this alarming situation of  people living 
in fear,” he told ucanews.com April 27. “Whenever the country 
faced national calamities such as a flood, drought, earthquake, 
cyclone or any such crisis, the Indian military played a crucial 
role to restore normalcy,” said Bishop Mascarenhas. “It is high 
time that the government deployed the army and other wings 
of  the defense forces with their huge resources and trained 
manpower to tide over this calamity that has already crippled 
the economy and taken a huge toll on its population.” 

 

‘Patients are ... dying in front of  my 
eyes,’ says India hospital director 

THRISSUR, India — Catholic hospital directors in India told 
Catholic News Service they did not have enough facilities to 
treat patients as India set records for the number of  COVID-19 
deaths — numbers many people believe were underreported. 
“The situation is very bad. No beds available anywhere in the 
hospital. Patients are on the corridors and many are dying 
because no beds, no oxygen,” Father P.A. George, director of  
the Holy Family Hospital in New Delhi, told CNS. “I have no 
place even in emergency (area) to give oxygen. Patients are just 

dying in front of  my eyes. Feeling so distressed and frustrated 
and helpless. It is horrible and the disaster is beyond the imag-
ination. Please pray to God (to) give us strength to save some 
lives,” said the priest, who heads the largest Catholic hospital 
in New Delhi. Though the hospital has a limit of  340 beds, it is 
accommodating nearly 400 patients, he added. In Gujarat state, 
Syro-Malabar Father Thomas Nadackalan, director of  Christ 
Hospital in Rajkot, told Catholic News Service April 26, “We 
have to turn away around 600 cases daily. We are struggling to 
get oxygen in time to save the lives of  those admitted,” he said. 
Of  the 70 beds in the hospital, he added, 40 are set apart for 
those needing oxygen treatment. 

 

Vatican approves strengthening safe-
guarding studies, research in Rome 

ROME — The Centre for Child Protection at Rome’s 
Pontifical Gregorian University has been transformed into a 
Vatican-approved academic institute with its own faculty and 
ability to award advanced academic degrees. Starting Sept. 1, 
2021, the university’s center will become the Institute of  
Anthropology, offering interdisciplinary studies on human dig-
nity and care and expanding its scope in research, the universi-
ty said in a press release April 27. The Vatican Congregation 
for Catholic Education approved the change April 15, allowing 
the center to broaden its work, develop its own academic facul-
ty and award a licentiate in safeguarding and a doctorate in 
anthropology, in addition to the current diploma in safeguard-
ing. The university’s rector, Jesuit Father Nuno da Silva 
Gonçalves, said, “With this decision, our university reiterates 
and intensifies its commitment to the work of  protecting 
minors and vulnerable people and supporting safe environ-
ments which promote respect for human dignity.” The new 
institute will also “deepen the interdisciplinary dimension of  
education and research, recognized by all as fundamental to 
addressing issues surrounding abuse and its prevention,” he 
noted. 

 

Nuncio tells besieged Mexican town: 
The Church is with you 

MEXICO CITY — Archbishop Franco Coppola, papal ambas-
sador to Mexico, recently traveled to a town besieged by war-
ring drug cartels to reiterate the Church’s commitment to serv-
ing populations suffering violence. The ambassador, or nuncio, 
also wanted to raise awareness of  the situation in Aguililla, a 
town in western Michoacán state, where drug cartels have bat-
tled each other and blocked highways, leaving residents unable 
to travel freely and causing shortages of  everything from food 
to fuel. “We in the Church cannot get involved in war, but we 
can tend to the wounded, to the people. My visit is to make peo-
ple feel the Church is close, that they’re not alone and will not 
be abandoned,” the nuncio said in Aguililla, where he led a 
procession and celebrated Mass April 23 for the people. “The 
Church must be at the side of  the people, not fleeing.” The nun-
cio’s visit to Aguililla offered a brief  respite from the violence 
gripping the region, which is being disputed by rival criminal 
organizations: United Cartels and the Jalisco New Generation 
Cartel. The situation became so severe in Aguililla that eight 
bodies were found decapitated earlier in April and one cartel 
used a drone to drop explosives on the police.  

 

Gunmen in South Sudan wound bish-
op-elect weeks before his installation 

VATICAN CITY — Unidentified gunmen broke into the home 
of  the bishop-designate of  Rumbek, South Sudan, shot him in 
both legs and fled, according to Church news reports. In stable 
condition after emergency surgery at a local hospital, Italian-
born Bishop-designate Christian Carlassare, 43, was to be trans-
ferred to a hospital in Nairobi, Kenya, for a transfusion and fur-
ther medical care, according to Fides, the news agency of  the 
Congregation for the Evangelization of  Peoples. “Do not pray for 
me but for the people of  Rumbek who are suffering more than 
me,” said the bishop-elect, who is a Comboni missionary, in a 
statement reported by the Comboni mission website, Nigrizia.it.  

NEWS BRIEFS

 
National/World



Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Because prayer is a dialogue with 
God, people should not dismiss or be embarrassed by saying 
their prayers out loud or in a whisper, Pope Francis said. 

“Vocal prayer is an essential element of  the Christian 
life,” and when Jesus taught the disciples how to pray, it 
was with a vocal prayer, the “Our Father,” the pope said 
April 21 during his weekly general audience. 

Continuing his series of  talks on prayer, the pope 
reflected on the importance of  speaking the 
words of  prayers out loud rather than seeing 
prayer just as a mental exercise or form of  med-
itation. 

Too often, people think reciting a prayer is 
something only children or the uneducated do, 
but it is the way Jesus taught his followers to 
pray, he said. 

“The words we speak take us by the hand. At 
times they restore flavor, they awaken even the 
sleepiest of  
hearts,” they 
reawaken forgot-
ten feelings and 
they “lead us by 
the hand toward 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
God,” he said. 

People should 
be humble when 
seeing the elderly 
who unfailingly 
show their fidelity 
to the duty of  
prayer and who are 
“often the great 
intercessors of  
parishes,” he said. 

“They are the 
oaks that from 
year to year spread 
their branches to 
offer shade to the 
greatest number of  
people,” he said. 
And even though 
they, too, must 
have faced 
moments of  dark-
ness and empti-
ness, they remain 
faithful to vocal 
prayer. 

“It is like an 
anchor, one can 
hold onto the rope 
and remain faith-
ful, come what 
may,” he said. 

“The words of  a 
prayer get us safely 
through a dark val-
ley, direct us 
toward green 
meadows rich in 

water and enable us to feast in front of  the eyes of  an 
enemy,” as Psalm 23 teaches, he said. 

The words can both reflect and shape feelings, helping 
feelings come to light, excluding and censoring nothing, 
the pope said. 

“Pain is dangerous if  it stays covered, closed up within 
us” as it can poison the soul, Pope Francis said. 

Sacred Scripture shows the human heart can be home 
to harmful or hateful feelings, he said, “and when these 
evil feelings come knocking at the door of  our heart, we 
must be able to defuse them with prayer and God’s words.” 

Vocal prayers “are the only ones, in a sure way, that 
direct to God the questions he wants to hear. Jesus did not 
leave us in a fog. He told us, ‘Pray then like this,’ and he 
taught the Lord’s Prayer,” he said. 
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis leads his general audience in the library of  the Apostolic 
Palace at the Vatican April 21, 2021. Continuing his series of  talks on 
prayer, the pope reflected on the importance of  speaking the words of  
prayers out loud rather than seeing prayer just as a mental exercise or 
form of  meditation.

Prayers said aloud lead the way to God, pope says at audience


