
24 May 2021 
Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

My dear Friends in Christ, 

Praised be Jesus Christ!  

This past March, on the fifth anniversary of the apostolic exhortation “Amoris Laetitia,” our Holy Father Pope Francis 
inaugurated the “Year of the Family.” Having begun on the feast of St. Joseph, the Year of the Family will conclude 
on 26 June 2022 on the occasion of the 10th World Meeting of Families in Rome. 

It is my hope that we will embrace this year as a gift, a time to bear witness to family love. One of the many things 
that we have rediscovered during the COVID-19 pandemic is the central role of the family as the domestic Church, 
and the importance of community ties between families. The essential mission of a family is to create an atmosphere 
in which love can flourish. In this, families imitate the bond of love that ties Christ to the members of the Church. 

Our mission for this year is both simple and profound — spread the message of “Amoris Laetitia” in order for others 
to “experience the Gospel of the family as a joy that fills hearts and lives.” (AL, 200) All families, no matter what tri-
als and weaknesses they endure, “can become a light in the darkness of the world.” (AL, 66) 

During these challenging and confusing times we must renew our efforts to announce the precious value of the  
sacrament of marriage, encourage and enable families to become active agents of the Gospel in society, and stress  
the importance of formation in the truth of love and in the gift of self to people of all ages, but especially our youth. 

This year is an invitation for the universal Church to broaden the vision and action of pastoral care for families in 
order to better accompany and include all family members — young and old, and those in difficult family situations. 
To that end, the diocesan Office of Catechesis and Evangelization will provide practical, spiritual and formational 
resources and events designed to accompany families in the face of contemporary challenges. 

In the mail you will receive a prayer card for the Year of the Family as well as a brochure to reference for  
opportunities and practical suggestions on how together we can live out this year as a united Christian family. 

Let us turn in prayer to the Holy Family of Nazareth, who gave us an astounding witness of love and fidelity and  
ask them to increase our awareness of the beauty of and sacredness within family life. 

Be assured of my prayers. Please, pray for me. 

Yours devotedly in the Lord, 

 

 

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D. 
Bishop of Covington
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

Bishop Roger Foys conferred the sacrament of  confirma-
tion on 21 candidates from parishes across the Diocese of  
Covington, May 23, the solemnity of  Pentecost, at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington. The 
solemnity of  Pentecost celebrates the time that, as Jesus 
promised, the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles filling 
them with the gifts of  the Spirit. 

“Today we are celebrating the solemnity of  Pentecost 
which is known and celebrated as the birthday of  the 
Church,” said Bishop Foys as he began his homily. 

Bishop Foys encouraged those present to think about 
“defining moments” in their life. 

“In all our lives we have defining moments, something or 
someone impresses us so that it makes a difference in our 
lives, for the rest of  our lives,” Bishop Foys said. “It can be 
something positive and joyful or unfortunately it can be 
something difficult or sad. It can also be something as sim-
ple as a sunrise or a sunset. It can be meeting 
someone, being married, answering a call to a 
religious vocation, getting a job you have always 
dreamed of  — defining moments that changed 
our lives.” 

In Jesus, Bishop Foys said, the apostles expe-
rienced many defining moments. 

“Certainly a defining a moment in their lives 

was when Jesus called them to be his followers — he hand-
picked them, he called them by name — so much so they left 
everything behind and embarked on a whole new life.” 

The apostles experienced unfortunate defining moments 
too: when Jesus was arrested, beaten, bloodied, crucified  
and died on the cross and buried. 

“Buried with him were their hopes and their dreams, 
everything came to a crashing halt. Jesus was no more,” 
said Bishop Foys. “Then another defining moment, Jesus 
appears to them in his glorified, risen body three days after 
his death. They were overjoyed but not quite sure. Even 
though they saw him they, were still, St. Luke says in his 
Gospel, ‘incredulous.’” 

Jesus’ ascension to heaven was another defining 
moment for the apostles. Jesus told them that he had to go 
back to the Father, but promised that he and the Father 
would send them the Spirit, “and the Spirit is going to be 
with you until the end of  the world; and there is nothing, no 
one, not even the gates of  hell, that will prevail against you.” 

“How did the apostles react to these defining moments?” 
Bishop Foys said. “They went and hid. They were afraid and 
didn’t know what to do. They didn’t quite understand who 
Jesus was and the message that Jesus entrusted to them. 
That’s significant, he entrusted his Father’s message to 
them — to carry that message to the ends of  the world.” 

When the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, “That was the 
ultimate defining moment in the lives of  the apostles,” said 
Bishop Foys. “Once they received the gifts of  the Holy Spirit 
they finally understood the message that Jesus had entrust-
ed to them and they carried that message out unto the ends 
of  the earth. They go out and begin to preach and teach to 
the very same people they were hiding from … Nothing 
would stop them from proclaiming Christ and bringing the 
message that God loves us with a love that we do not have to 
earn and a love that we can never lose. And the Church was 
born on Pentecost.” 

“Today I will administer the sacrament of  confirmation 
and the Holy Spirit will come down and fill the hearts of  
those to be confirmed with the seven gifts that the Holy 
Spirit possesses and that he distributes among God’s people 
… Every gift, every talent he gives us, is to build up the king-
dom of  God. We, in our own time, are called to be apostles — 

to carry this message to 
the ends of  the world by 
what we say, yes, but 
more importantly by 
what we do and how we 
live. We are entrusted, 
all of  us, with that mes-
sage that Jesus entrust-
ed to the apostles and to 
make that message 
known.”

Pentecost is a defining moment in the Church 
and the lives of all Christ’s followers

Annual Memorial Day Mass 
Bishop Roger Foys will celebrate Mass for the beloved dead 
of the Diocese of Covington, especially those who have defended 
freedom as members of the United States military 

Monday, May 31, 10 a.m. 

St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas 

All are welcome to join in prayer for the repose of the souls of 
those who have sacrificed so that the world might have peace.

Keener photos

(above) Candidates stand as 
they are presented to Bishop 
Roger Foys for  
confirmation, May 23, at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. 

(right )Bishop Foys anoints 
the forehead of  each candi-
date with sacred Chrism, 
calling them by their 
Confirmation and  
saying, “…Be sealed with 
the gifts of  the Holy Spirit.” 

(left) After anointing each  
candidate, Bishop Foys 
offers the newly confirmed  
a sign of  peace.

Pentecost stained glass window at the Cathedal Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington.
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Monica Yeamans 
Editorial Assistant 

On an overcast and at times rainy Tuesday morning, 
May 18, Bishop Roger Foys blessed the ground for 
Madonna Manor’s Phase II Independent Living residences 
which will include two additional brownstones, totaling 48 
independent living residences. The expected completion 
date is May 2022. 

The day’s program was facilitated by Heather Rehmer, 
vice president of  Operations, CHI Living Communities, 
who introduced all the invited dignitaries and special 
guests. 

Franciscan Sister Nancy Surma, vice president of  
Mission Integration, CHI Living Communities, opened 
with a reflection using her “schoolteacher voice” after the 

microphone had quit working. 
“…We thank you [God} for your presence in the rain 

and the clouds and especially in the faces of  those gathered 
here today,” Sister Nancy said. “We thank you and praise 
you for Sts. Benedict and Scholastica who taught the 
importance of  hospitality and the value of  prayer and 
work. We thank you and praise you for Sts. Francis and 
Clare who gave an example of  following in the footsteps of  
Christ and in living in simplicity and peace. May our 
attempts to extend the healing ministry of  Jesus Christ 
and improve the health of  those who come here to 
Madonna Manor meet with your favor. Help us to be open 
to your spirit today and in the days ahead.” 

After a 21-gun salute given by members of  the 
VFW/American Legion Honorary Guard, Crestview Hills, 
Aaron Webb, CEO and president, CHI Living 

Communities, addressed the attendees: “We survived 
COVID. We survived a [dead] battery in the microphone 
and a bit of  rain.” 

As the youngest of  six, it fell to him to care for his aging 

Bishop Foys blesses ground for latest expansion at Madonna Manor

May 28 
Villa Madonna Academy  
graduation, Mother of God 
Church, Covington, 10:30 a.m. 

Notre Dame Academy 
Graduation, Northern Kentucky 
Convention Center, Covington,  
4 p.m. 

May 29 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington,  
4:30 p.m. 

May 30 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m. 

May 31 
Memorial Day Mass,  
St. Stephen’s Cemetery,  
Ft. Thomas, 10 a.m. 

June 1 
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

June 3 
Individual meeting, 9 a.m. 

Alliance for Catholic Education 
meeting (virtual), 11 a.m. 

June 3 (continued) 
Thomas More University  
meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

June 5 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

June 6 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m. 

Blessing and dedication of 
Cathedral Basilica façade, 
Cathedral Basilica, 2 p.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Correction 
Deacon Timothy Britt’s column, “The 10 Commandments — invitations to conversation” 

in the May 21 edition of the Messenger incorrectly identified the fifth and sixth commandments. 
The fifth commandment is “You shall not kill” and the sixth commandment is “You shall not 
commit adultery.” The Messenger apologizes for the error.

The information below includes reported cases from 
the Curia, schools, parishes, organizations and  
religious houses in the Diocese of Covington. There 
are over 8,000 students in diocesan schools, not 
including administrators, faculty and staff and  
hundreds of priests, employees and volunteers at 
the Curia and in parishes, organizations and  
religious houses. 

Positive Cases 
Active positive cases: 0 
Recovered positive cases: 875 
Total ever positive cases: 875 

Currently Self-quarantined 
Close Contacts: 0 
Close Contacts with COVID case in household: 3

Coronavirus Report  
(as of Monday, May 24) 

Official Assignments 

By order of  
the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 

  
Jamie N. Schroeder, 
Chancellor 

Effective May 11, 2021 

Rev. Michael T. Grady 
To: Board of Directors, Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Covington 
Term: Three years 
Continues other duties 
  
Effective June 9, 2021 

Rev. A. Conor Kunath 
To: Chaplain, Serra Club of Northern Kentucky 
Continues other duties

Yeamans photos

Jubilarians 
Bishop Roger Foys and the priests of the Diocese of Covington will celebrate 
the Jubilarians from this year (2021) and last (2020) with Solemn Vespers, 
Tuesday, 8 June, 4 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. 

Jubilarians from 2020 are: 

Father John Riesenberg (60 years) 

Father Michael Comer (40 years) 

Father Damian Hils (25 years) 

Jubilarians for 2021 are: 

Father Clarence (Jack) Heitzman (65 years) 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler (60 years) 

Father B. Gerald Witzemann (60 years) 

Father Maurice deLange (50 years) 

Father G. Michael Greer (40 years) 

Father John Sterling (25 years) 

Please join in prayers of thanksgiving for the jubilarians of the Diocese of 
Covington. In upcoming issues of the Messenger each of the 2021 jubilarians 
will be highlighted. The 2020 jubilarians were highlighted last year.

(Continued on page 6)

(left) Bishop Foys blesses those attending and the 
grounds for the latest expansion at Madonna Manor. 

Below left (from left) Benedictine Sister Christa 
Krembrink; Gretchen Aichele, executive director, 
Madonna Manor; Ralph O’Brien, Independent Living 
resident, Madonna Manor; Heather Jansen, mayor,  
Villa Hills; Aaron Webb, CEO and president, CHI Living 
Communities; Heather Rehmer, vice president of  opera-
tions, CHI Living Communities; Brent Cooper, president 
and CEO, Northern Kentucky Chamber of  Commerce; 
Bishop Foys; Franciscan Sister Nancy Surma, vice  
president, Mission Integration, CHI Living Communities 
turn over a ceremonial shovel of  earth for the  
groundbreaking ceremony. 

Below right: Aaron Webb. 



4  May 28, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Messenger

 VOL. 91  MESSENGERNO. 20 
 

Official newspaper of the Diocese of Covington  
1125 Madison Ave. • Covington, Ky. 41011-3115 

Telephone: (859) 392-1500   E-mail: messenger@covdio.org 
www.covdio.org 

 
(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year 
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not  
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate: 
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional 
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER, 
1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115. 
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date. 
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date. 
Subscriptions, address changes: Contact Circulation Dept. at above address. 

 
Bishop Roger J. Foys................................................................................ Publisher 
Msgr. Ronald M. Ketteler............................................................Episcopal Liaison  
Laura Keener ................................................................. Editor, General Manager 
Monica Yeamans........................................................................Editorial Assistant 
Kim Holocher........................................................................Advertising Manager 
Laura Gillespie..................................................Production Coordinator/Designer

In Israel, the Sabbath laws prescribed that every sev-
enth year the land be left fallow and that debts be can-
celed. (Lev 25: 1-7) Every 50 years the Jubilee year solemn-
ly commemorated a cycle of  seven sabbatical years. 

During the Jubilee year, 
the obligations set down 
in the sabbatical years 
were intensified and 
broadened by the release 
of  slaves and the restora-
tion of  ancestral lands. 
(Lev 25:8-22) 

According to the 
“Compendium of  the 
Social Doctrine of  the 
Church” (2005), the 
norms of  the sabbatical 
and jubilee celebrations 
concretely expressed “the 
style of  gratuitousness 
and sharing in justice 
which God inspires” and 

“stand out as important guidelines — unfortunately 
never put into effect historically — for the social and eco-
nomic life of  the people of  Israel.” (CSDC, n. 24) 

The Compendium further explains the laws governing 
the social and economic life of  Israel: “Besides requiring 
fields to lie fallow, these laws call for the cancellation of  
debts and a general release of  persons and goods: every-
one is free to return to his family of  origin and to regain 
possession of  his birthright.” (CSDC, n. 24) 

The Compendium notes that “the precepts of  the sab-
batical and jubilee years constitute a kind of  social doc-
trine in miniature.” (CSDC, n. 25) 

The well-known Scripture scholar Franciscan Father 
Leslie J. Hoppe comments that “the purpose of  the 
Jubilee Year was to restore the economic equilibrium of  
Israelite society, ensuring a right relationship to God.” 
The jubilee prescriptions witness to the role of  the Torah 
in instructing “the people of  Israel regarding their obli-
gations to the needy and the economically vulnerable 
among them.” 

With regard to the biblical concept of  covenant justice, 
“Economic Justice for All,” the 1986 pastoral letter of  the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops on the U. S. economy, 
stresses that these biblical laws “summoned people to 
respect the land as God’s gift and reminded Israel that as 
a people freed by God from bondage they were to be con-
cerned for the poor and the oppressed in their midst.” 
The pastoral points out that “the codes of  Israel reflect 
the norms of  the covenant: reciprocal responsibility, 
mercy, and truthfulness.” (EJ, n. 36) 

In the apostolic letter “Tertio Millennio Adveniente” 
(“On the Coming of  the Third Millennium,” 1994), St. 
John Paul II had incorporated the theme of  the biblical 
jubilee as a context for understanding the Church’s cele-
bration of  the Great Jubilee in the Year 2000. The respon-
sibility for pursuing and restoring justice embodied in 
the Jubilee practices initiated in the Old Testament con-
tinues throughout the history of  the Church. 

St. John Paul II stated that “[a]ll Jubilees point to this 
‘time’ and refer to the Messianic mission of  Christ ...” It fol-
lows then that “[t]he words and deeds of  Jesus thus repre-
sent the fulfillment of  the whole tradition of  jubilees in 
the Old Testament.” (TMA, n.12) 

Consonant with contemporary biblical research, St. 
John Paul II noted that the Jubilee laws “largely 
remained ideals — more a hope than an actual fact.” 
Nonetheless, as “a prophecy of  the future,” the Jubilee 

laws “foretold the freedom which would be won by the 
coming Messiah.” He added that the jubilee prescriptions 
embodied an inchoative “social doctrine” which will 
unfold and develop in the New Testament. (TMA, n. 13) 

“On the Coming of  the Third Millennium” identified a 
common belief  drawn from the theology of  Creation, 
namely, “that to God alone, as Creator, belonged the 
‘dominium altum’ — lordship over all Creation and over 
the earth in particular (cf. Lev 25:23).” As a result, the 

earth and its goods are created as a gift for each and every 
human being. 

The implications of  the conviction that God the 
Creator exercises lordship over the earth are twofold: 1) 
the acknowledgment that “the riches of  Creation were to 
be considered as a common good of  the whole of  humani-
ty”; 2) the identification of  God as “the sole owner in the 
full sense, since it is God’s will that created goods should 
serve everyone in a just way.” Possession of  the goods of  
the earth, therefore, is a matter of  stewardship, of  being 
“ministers charged with working in the name of  God.” 
(TMA, n. 13) 

Since the biblical jubilee year envisioned the restora-
tion of  justice, the social doctrine of  the Church discov-
ers its roots “in the tradition of  the jubilee year.” (TMA, 
n. 13) 

The “Catechism of  the Catholic Church” (1997) sets 
forth the historic Church moral teaching on the right to 
private ownership: “The right to private property, 
acquired by work or received from others by inheritance 
or gift, does not do away with the original gift of  the earth 
to the whole of  mankind. The universal destination of  
goods remains primordial, even if  the promotion of  the 
common good requires respect for the right to private 
property and its exercise.” (CCC, n. 2403) [The 
“Compendium of  the Social Doctrine of  the Church” 
presents a comprehensive treatise on the principle of  the 
universal destination of  goods in sections 171-184.] 

During his pontificate as Bishop of  Rome, St. John 
Paul II consistently affirmed the limited nature of  the 
right to ownership in the light of  the primary right for all 
to use the goods of  creation and the demands of  the com-
mon good. 

His 1987 social encyclical, “Sollicitudo Rei Socialis” 
(“On Social Concern”) commemorated the 20th anniver-
sary of  Paul VI’s prophetic encyclical, “Populorum 
Progressio” (“On the Development of  Peoples,” 1967). St. 
John Paul II again addressed the international situation 

of  economic life when he wrote: “It is necessary to state 
once more the characteristic principle of  Christian social 
doctrine; the goods of  this world are originally meant for 
all. The right to private property is valid and necessary, 
but it does not nullify the validity of  this principle. 
Private property, in fact, is under ‘a social mortgage,’ 
which means it has an intrinsic social function, based 
upon and justified precisely by the principle of  the uni-
versal destination of  goods.” (SRS, n. 42) 

St. John Paul II coined the phrase “the social mort-
gage” on private ownership to highlight the principle of  
the universal destination of  the goods of  the earth for all. 

In 1991, St. John Paul II issued “Centesimus Annus” 
(“On the Hundredth Anniversary of  ‘Rerum Novarum’”), 
the centenary encyclical commemorating the inaugural 
papal social encyclical of  Pope Leo XIII in 1891. The open-
ing chapter provides a historical and theological analysis 
of  the teaching of  “Rerum Novarum” (“On the Condition 
of  Labor”). 

One hundred and twenty-five years ago, “Rerum 
Novarum” defended the fundamental right to private 
property. “Centesimus Annus” recalled that Pope Leo XIII 
was “well aware that private property is not an absolute 
value, nor does he fail to proclaim the necessary comple-
mentary principles, such as the universal destination of  
the earth’s goods.” (CA, n. 6) 

“Rerum Novarum” taught that private property is a 
right which is “fundamental for the autonomy and devel-
opment of  the person.” Yet it is “not an absolute right” 
and is enjoined with limits that “are inscribed in its very 
nature as a human right.” (CA, n. 30) 

Thus, in upholding the right to private ownership, 
Pope Leo XIII confirmed that “the ‘use’ of  goods, while 
marked by freedom, is subordinated to their original com-
mon destination as created goods, as well as to the will of  
Jesus Christ as expressed in the Gospel.” (CA, n. 30) 

In other words, the right to private property is a deriv-
ative right grounded in the primary right of  all men and 
women to use the goods of  creation for sustenance and 
human flourishing. By mid-twentieth century, the con-
cept of  the common destination of  the goods of  creation 
would become a central moral criterion in the pursuit of  
international justice. 

In “Centesimus Annus,” St. John Paul II centered his 
analysis of  the failure of  Marxism and the future of  free 
market economies through the lens of  the moral tradi-
tion of  the “universal destination of  the goods of  cre-
ation.” (CA, Chapter IV)  

The substance of  the papal social teaching on the right 
to private property in relationship to the universal desti-
nation of  the goods of  creation has ancient roots in the 
biblical and moral tradition of  the Church. 

In his discussion of  ownership, St. Thomas Aquinas, 
who crystallized the Great Tradition in the 13th century, 
reasoned that possessions should be used as if  they were 
held in common. Such an attitude toward possessions 
would enable persons to be ready “to communicate them 
to others in their need.” 

In his 2014 Message for the World Day for Peace, Pope 
Francis highlighted a spiritual insight that serves as a 
prerequisite to the promotion of  solidarity, namely, “the 
detachment of  those who choose to live a sober and essen-
tial lifestyle, of  those who, by sharing their own wealth, 
thus manage to experience fraternal communion with 
others.” Development of  such detachment is “fundamen-
tal for following Jesus Christ and being truly Christian.” 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episcopal 
liaison to the Messenger and professor of  theology at 
Thomas More University.

The ‘Social Mortgage’ on private property – “Christian tradition has 
never recognized the right to private property as absolute …”  

                                                                                 (“Compendium of  the Social Doctrine of  the Church,” n. 177)

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler

‘For my part, I would observe  

that “the Christian tradition has never recognized  

the right to private property  

as absolute or inviolable, and has stressed  

the social purpose of  all forms of  private property.” 

The principle of  the common use  

of  created goods is the “first principle  

of  the whole ethical and social order” …’
 — Pope Francis, “Fratelli Tutti” (“On Fraternity 

and Social Friendship”) (2020): n. 120 
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COMMENTARY

The Master’s
Somewhere along the way, you might have wondered 

why a loved one loves golf  so much. Don’t ask me! I’m 
still trying answer that question about my own love and 

fascination with “a good 
walk spoiled,” as golf  was 
described by Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens, aka, 
Mark Twain.  

One of  my favorite 
sports columnists, Paul 
Daugherty, recently tackled 
the question this way; “My 
next book will be about 
golf  and will be entitled; 
‘Something Always Goes 
Wrong.’ Well, it does.” He 
continues, “You know 
this.” 

Yes, as a matter of  fact, 
I do. Golf  is a lot like life in my opinion. In fact, I am 
tempted, no, compelled to say, that golf  could be referred 
to as the epitome of  living life to the fullest because truly, 
something always goes wrong. 

No? Quickly I’ll add though, that you don’t have to 
play golf  to live life to the fullest. I trust, however, that 
my admired reporter would say it helps. To him, “A golf  
game is like an old car. The engine works, the brakes fail. 
The brakes fail, the wipers die. The wipers work, the 
heater doesn’t. And forget about the sunroof.” As the 
man said; “Something always goes wrong!” 

Paul’s recent column revealed, oddly enough, that he 
once had a putter named Ray. He writes, “I found Ray in a 
plastic trash can at my local used clubs store … Your A 
Sucker Sports. Ray had no polymer insert, no shaft made 
of  an exotic model found only in one mine in the 
Balkans. Ray was a hunk of  metal. He cost me two bucks 
and a few years’ misery. Life with Ray went like this: Tee 
ball to fairway, 150 yards out. Approach to 10 feet. Three 
putts. I’d drag Ray’s face across cart paths. I’d threaten 
Ray with garage time. I told him I’d drop him off  the roof  
of  the Enquirer building. Ray never cared. Ray was Ray. 
Pitiable putting is never my fault,” he concedes, surely 
with tongue in cheek. 

Paul then confessed that when a new putter was pro-
ducing many one-putts it didn’t matter as he kept reach-
ing the green of  a par four hole in eight. He turned to 
instructional videos for help, saying “the best are made 
by monks living in The Kingdom, by the links of  
Burningbush. They call their video line God Can’t Help 
You, Either.” He then confessed that “their best advice for 
hitting crisp irons was, keep your head back, hit the big 

The Healer: Paul McHugh at 90
One of  the adornments of  American Catholicism 

turned 90 on May 21: Dr. Paul R. McHugh, longtime head 
of  psychiatry at Johns Hopkins and a healer after the 

heart of  the Divine 
Physician. Few scientists 
have made greater contri-
butions to unraveling the 
mysteries of  our complex 
inner lives than Paul 
McHugh; few men of  such 
eminence have suffered 
such calumnies from crit-
ics who haven’t one-fifth of  
his intellectual wattage or 
one-tenth of  his moral 
courage. He has been a sign 
of  contradiction for much 
of  his professional life, not 
because he sought contro-
versy but because he 

sought truth. And he did that because Paul McHugh, con-
summate scientist and serious Catholic, understands that 
knowing and living by the truths embedded in us and in 
the world helps satisfy our innate desire for happiness, 
while ignoring or denying those truths adds to the bur-
dens of  human suffering. 

Who is Paul McHugh? The late, great Tom Wolfe, 
author of  “The Right Stuff,” “Bonfire of  the Vanities,” 
“Radical Chic” and “Mau-Mauing the Flak-Catchers,” 
and many other fictional and non-fictional gems of  
American cultural analysis, had this to say about him: 

“Paul McHugh of  Johns Hopkins is the man who res-
cued modern psychiatry from a coven of  flaming nut 
cases with medical degrees who actually believed in such 
lunatic notions as ‘recovered memory,’ ‘sexual reassign-
ment,’ ‘multiple personality disorder,’ ‘physician-assisted 
suicide,’ ‘Vietnam-specific post-traumatic stress syn-
drome,’ and destroyed innumerable lives as long as they 
held sway.” 

Strong words, to be sure. But beneath Wolfe’s inim-
itable style lies the truth about Paul McHugh, psychia-
trist and healer: he has challenged the conventional wis-
dom (about Freudianism, at the beginning of  his career) 
and the latest fads (see Wolfe’s encomium for examples) 
because of  his commitment to helping deeply troubled 
human beings. 

He has long worked to put the practice of  psychiatry 
on a rigorous scientific basis, insisting on following the 
empirical evidence about what actually makes for healing 
and human flourishing — and about what makes for 
more mental distress and more suffering, such as “trans-
gendering.” His patients, he believes, deserve no less. And 

so does any self-respecting medical discipline. 
Substituting ideology and woke faddishness for evi-

dence-based healing strikes Paul McHugh as a betrayal of  
those whom physicians are sworn to serve and a degrada-
tion of  the healer’s unique vocation. Thus he has been a 
vigorous opponent of  euthanasia and “physician-assisted 
suicide” as a practice that ill-serves patients, corrupts 
medical practice, and does grave damage to society. 

Paul McHugh is also a writer of  wit and polish, who 
taught creative writing to Hopkins undergraduates while 
shaping generations of  psychiatrists at the John Hopkins 
University Hospital. His literary skills are beautifully dis-
played in his 2006 book, “The Mind Has Its Mountains: 
Reflections on Society and Psychiatry,” in which he dis-
cusses everything from the battles he’s fought against 
various forms of  witchcraft in his profession and the rel-
evance of  Shakespeare for psychiatrists (and the rest of  
us) today. 

In that old-fashioned term, Paul McHugh is a “man of  
letters,” who ranges widely over the humanities and sci-
ences because of  an unquenchable thirst to get at the 
truth of  things, see how those truths fit together, and put 
them to use in service to others and the common good. 

If  American culture ever recovers its senses, Paul 
McHugh will be recognized as one of  the great figures of  
our time. That he’d laugh at the idea is due to an 
estimable (and deeply Christian) humility. In witness 
thereof, consider these remarks he made to a Phi Beta 
Kappa induction ceremony some years ago: 

“I presume I was invited because I am a psychiatrist 
who studies severe mental illnesses. Thus before I start 
on my main theme, let me disabuse any of  you who think 
that as a psychiatrist I know the secrets of  life and have 
brought them with me … 

“Psychiatrists are physicians. We work in clinics with 
the handicapped. We do good work and help many people 
recover. But we don’t explain courage, endurance, com-
mitment, creativity or any of  the other vigorous virtues 
… One should no more expect a psychiatrist … to explain, 
say, the remarkable achievements of  Ignatius Loyola than 
expect an orthopedist who works on broken joints and 
bones to explain the grace, fortitude, and athleticism of  
Cal Ripken or Kristi Yamaguchi. We fix them when 
they’re hurt but they do their thing on their own.” 

Such modesty, combined with such unfeigned admira-
tion for the gifts of  others, is a rarity at the highest alti-
tudes of  academic life, where Paul McHugh has labored 
for over a half-century. Thank God for his example. It’s 
more essential today than ever. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the Solemnity of  the Most Holy 
Trinity — Cycle B are: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; 
Romans 8:14-17 and Matthew 28:16-20. 

This weekend the Church throughout the entire world 
celebrates the Solemnity of  the Most Holy Trinity. It is a 

feast day that preachers of  
the Gospel both love and 
dread. From my perspec-
tive, here’s why: I am 
called in my vocation as a 
priest to “teach” people 
about God! But, what do I 
really know about him? I 
am regularly confronted 
with a saying from the 
patron saint of  the parish 
of  which I am pastor — St. 
Augustine. He says: “Si 
comprehendis, non est 
Deus.” Which means: “If  
you understood him, it 
would not be God.” 

Is all of  my prayer and study and work then moot? Of  
course not! St. Augustine also says: “Fides quaerens intel-
lectum.” Or “Faith, seeking understanding.” Or as my spir-
itual director in the seminary would often translate it: 
“Faith won’t grow if  you don’t want to know.”  

God chooses to reveal aspects of  himself  to us because 
he wants to enter into the most intimate relationship with 
us. He desires to know us, and to be known by us. This is 

why throughout the history of  the world, God has interact-
ed with his people, even when they turned their backs on 
him. 

Through the sacred Scriptures and sacred tradition we 
learn of  how God walked with Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of  Eden after having created them; how he spoke 
to the prophets of  old to call humanity back to himself; 
and of  course how he sent his only begotten Son into the 
world for the salvation of  the world. And let us not forget 
that we are told that “he has knit us together in our moth-
er’s womb.” (cf. Psalm 139) 

However, we will not fully understand God until we see 
him face-to-face in heaven. The reality is, we just can’t 
fully grasp the awesomeness of  who God is in the fullness 
of  his being. But, this doesn’t mean we don’t try. 

St. Augustine tries to explain the most Holy Trinity 
building upon the first letter of  St. John: “God is love.” In 
the ONE divine Godhead there are THREE unique per-
sons. By the way, theologically, we call them “persons” 
because we don’t know what else to call them; my Doctrine 
of  God professor said we could easily call them the THREE 
“I don’t know whats!” But, I digress. 

St. Augustine knew that if  love were to be authentic, it 
had to be directed outward and simultaneously reciprocat-
ed. In his book “De Trinitate” (which took him anywhere 
from 20 to 30 years to write) he describes the most Holy 
Trinity as such: God the Father as a lover (one who loves); 
God the Son is the beloved (the one who is loved); and God 
the Holy Spirit as the love that exists between the Father 
and the Son. 

So, from all eternity the Father has looked upon and 
offered to the Son, the most pure love; the Son for all eter-
nity has mirrored or reflected that most pure love back to 
the Father; and the love that exists between the Father and 
the Son is so powerful and perfect that it brings about for 
all eternity another person — the Holy Spirit. 

A good analogy then to help us understand would be a 
married couple. A husband looks at his wife with pure love 
and devotion, and the wife reflects that pure love back to 
her husband, and out of  the love that exists between hus-
band and wife comes forth another person — a child. As a 
side note, this is one of  the reasons why the Church 
upholds so strongly the sacred bond of  Holy Matrimony. 

Assuming you have made it this far in the article, 
everything makes sense right? Doubtful! Good!!! We aren’t 
supposed to get it!! This is why we have faith. God is a mys-
tery. Our English word “mystery” comes from the Latin 
“mysterium” or Greek “mysterion.” “To shut the mouth.” 
So, having been confronted with something so amazing we 
are unable to speak, all we can do is shut the mouth. 

I conclude then with this: Seek to know God with all of  
your heart, mind and soul. Desire to know him to the full-
ness of  your ability. And when you are confronted with 
complete confusion you are getting closer to heaven. In 
those moments of  mystery, let us heed Mary Poppins: 
“Close your mouth Michael, you are not a codfish.” 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of  Covington, 
Ky.

Father Daniel Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

(Continued on page 15)
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Monica Yeamans 
Editorial assistant 

The heat is on! Summer temperatures have arrived a 
little early this year in Northern Kentucky along with the 
cicadas and St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky is 
gearing up for its 22nd year of  the Summer Breeze pro-
gram bringing heat relief  to neighbors by providing fans 
and air conditioners.  

The normal heat of  the summer months can be hard on 
people suffering from breathing problems such as asthma, 
COPD and can affect many senior citizens. Some people 
may also be suffering from after-effects of  the COVID-19 

virus. Fans or air 
conditioner units 
may help prevent 
emergency room 
visits and hospi-
talizations. 

One goal of  
the Summer 
Breeze program 
is to help those 
with breathing 
problems stay a 
little healthier at 
home with the 
donation of  a fan 
or air condition-

er to those who cannot afford one. Air conditioners are 
provided to those suffering from a documented medical 
condition. 

“Since I’ve been with St Vincent de Paul [Northern 
Kentucky], going on four years now,” reported Karen 
Zengel, executive director, “We have been able to meet 
every request for fans or air conditioners that has come 
our way. It’s a blessing that we have been able to do that — 
to not turn anyone away.” 

St. Vincent de Paul NKY is now accepting donations of  
fans, air conditioners and monetary donations to help pur-
chase more a/c units. This year St. Elizabeth Healthcare 
and the Agnes Nordloh Charitable Foundation has provid-
ed funding to purchase many new a/c units and fans. 

To learn more about the Summer Breeze program or to 
request assistance call (859) 341-3219, Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monetary donations can be made online by 
visiting www.svdpnky.org/donate.

St. Vincent de Paul 
‘Summer Breeze’ 
program underwayparents in their final years, he said. As he visits CHI’s 

Living Communities around the country he asks himself, 
“Would my Mom or Dad have felt comfortable here in this 
campus? I think my mom and dad would have been proud 
to live here.” 

“If  you remember nothing else about what you see here 
today with this ground blessing I want you to remember 
this: our sacred mission here at Madonna Manor and with 
all CHI living communities is to continue to make the heal-
ing presence of  God known in our world by improving the 

health of  the people we care for especially those who are 
the most vulnerable,” Mr. Webb said. 

Benedictine Sister Christa Kreinbrink spoke about 
Madonna Manor being rooted in faith. “The [St. Walburg] 
monastery and [Madonna] Manor share the same values 
— family, community, stewardship, hospitality. We have 
collaborated. We have worked together as the Manor 
passed through Benedictine hands, Franciscan sponsor-
ship and now CSI. We are neighbors. 

“As you continue to dig to expand your homes don’t be 
surprised if  you turn up a Benedictine medal now and 
then. We had a habit of  sticking those in the ground. You 
may find your ground twice blessed.” 

Also speaking were Gretchen Aichele, executive direc-

tor of  Madonna Manor; Heather Jansen, mayor of  Villa 
Hills; Brent Cooper, president and CEO of  the Northern 
Kentucky Chamber of  Commerce and Ralph O’Brien, an 
Independent Living resident of  Madonna Manor. 

Bishop Foys then gave the blessing, “Let us pray that 
God will bring this construction to a successful completion 
and his protection to keep those who work here safe from 
injury … Send your Holy Spirit upon this ground. Bless 
and sanctify it. With the gift of  your eternal wisdom, grant 
that the ground we break today for your glory and our own 

well-being will progress day-by-day to a successful comple-
tion.” 

Bishop Foys, assisted by Father Jordan Hainsey, then 
sprinkled holy water on the grounds. Bishop Foys thanked 
the many religious for being inspired by faith to many 
years ago build not only schools and hospitals but also 
Madonna Manor to help some of  society’s most vulnera-
ble. 

Following the blessing the nine invited dignitaries per-
formed a traditional ground-breaking ceremony. A recep-
tion was held in Adelaide Center for food and fellowship. 

For information on Madonna Manor and its various 
housing options contact Julie Custenborder, director of  mar-
keting, at (859) 426-6325.

Latest expansion at Madonna Manor 
                                (Continued from page 3)

Members of  the VFW/American Legion Honorary Guard give a 21-gun salute at Madonna Manor’s groundbreaking and 
blessing ceremony.

Yeamans photo
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Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Those who overcome distractions or 
obstacles when praying learn the value of  perseverance in 
times of  trial, Pope Francis said. 

“True progress in spiritual life does not consist in mul-
tiplying ecstasies, 
but in being able 
to persevere in 
difficult times,” 
the pope said 
May 19 during his 
weekly general 
audience. 

“Walk, walk, 
walk on and if  
you are tired, 
stop a little and 
then start walk-
ing again; but 
with persever-
ance,” he said. 

Arriving by 
car to the San 
D a m a s o 
Courtyard of  the 
Apostolic Palace, 
the pope was 
given a warm 
welcome by those 
in attendance, 
including a group 
of  pilgrims from 
Mexico. 

“F rancisco, 
hermano, ya eres 
M e x i c a n o ” 
(“Francis, brother, you are already Mexican”), the pil-
grims cried out as he made his way to his seat. 

While the pope greeted the pilgrims from a safe dis-
tance, many ignored social distancing rules and crowded 
near the barricades in the hopes of  seeing the pope up 
close. 

In his main audience talk, the pope reflected on the dif-
ficulties that people may face when trying to pray, includ-

ing “distractions, aridity and sloth” as well as the impor-
tance of  recognizing and overcoming them. 

Both in prayer and in everyday life, he said, the mind 
often “wanders all over the place” and some find it “hard 
to dwell for long on a single thought.” 

“Distractions are not a fault, but they must be fought,” 

he said. “In the heritage of  our faith, there is a virtue that 
is often forgotten, but which is very present in the Gospel. 
It is called ‘vigilance.’” 

Citing the Catechism of  the Catholic Church, the pope 
said aridity occurs when one’s heart “is separated from 
God” and leaves him or her “with no taste for thoughts, 
memories and feelings, even spiritual ones.” 

While the reasons for that sense of  aridity may range 

from physical ailments to inner turmoil, the pope said that 
often, “we do not really know the reason.” 

“Spiritual teachers describe the experience of  faith as a 
continuous alternation of  times of  consolation and desola-
tion; there are times when everything is easy, while others 
are marked by great heaviness,” he explained. 

While life is often filled with 
“gray days,” the pope said the 
danger lies in “having a grey 
heart; when this ‘feeling down’ 
reaches the heart and sickens it.” 

“This is terrible: one cannot 
pray, one cannot feel consolation 
with a gray heart! Or one cannot 
emerge from spiritual aridity 
with a gray heart,” he said. “The 
heart must be open and luminous, 
so that the light of  the Lord can 
enter. And if  it does not enter, wait 
for it, with hope. But do not close 
it up in grayness.” 

Lastly, the pope warned that 
sloth is not only one of  the seven 
deadly sins, but also “a real temp-
tation against prayer and, more 
generally, against Christian life” 
that can “lead to the death of  the 
soul.” 

Pope Francis said that at some 
point in their lives, “all the saints 
have passed through this ‘dark 
valley’” and would often recount 
“evenings of  listless prayer, lived 
without enthusiasm.” 

Nevertheless, believers, like 
the biblical figure Job, “never stop 
praying” even when their prayers 

may seem like protests to God. 
“Very often, even protesting before God is a way of  

praying,” the pope said. “And we, who are far less holy and 
patient than Job, also know that in the end, at the end of  
this time of  desolation, during which we have raised to 
heaven silent cries and asked, ‘Why?’ many times, God will 
answer us.”

Perseverance is necessary for prayer, pope says

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

A young woman waves the Mexican flag as Pope Francis leads his general audience in in the San Damaso Courtyard of  the 
Apostolic Palace at the Vatican May 19, 2021.

Laura Keener 
Editor 

Thomas More University sophomore, Olivia 
Staverman, leaves May 28 for Angleton, Texas, to begin a 
summer missionary internship with Adore Ministries. 
Adore Ministries, based in Houston, Texas, is a communi-
ty of  Catholic lay missionaries that work to renew church-
es and communities. 

In addition to full-time and part-time lay missionary 
work, Adore Ministries also offers a summer internship 
for high school graduates 18 and older. 

Ms. Staverman learned about Adore Ministries at 
Thomas More University’s career/internship fair. As an 
education/theology double major, Ms. Staverman almost 
missed the Adore internship opportunity, thinking that 
there wouldn’t be any “internships” available in her field. 
But she kept getting e-mails, that eventually led her to 
learn more about Adore. 

“I signed up to attend one of  their informational ses-
sions, it was similar to Zoom,” Ms. Staverman said. “Their 
recruiter was so on fire for the Lord and ministry and it 
really spoke to my heart. Especially since ministry was 
something I had missed a lot.” 

During her high school years at St. Henry District High 
School, Ms. Staverman was active in several ministries. It 
started out at her parish, St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, where 
she helped with Vacation Bible school, which led her to be 
part of  both the YOUTH 2000 Core Team and the diocesan 
YCET team — both teams help lead youth retreat programs 
in the diocese. 

After graduation from SHDHS in 2018, she opted to 
serve a year with NET Ministries, another young adult 

missionary group, before beginning college. The pandemic 
cut that plan short. 

“When the pandemic hit, within a timeframe of  24 
hours, I was back home,” she said. 

The upcoming Adore summer internship seems to fit 
both her college schedule and passion for mission work. 

“Knowing that there are so many people in the world 
who either don’t know Christ or don’t know his love and 
his mercy breaks my heart,” Ms. Staverman said. “It 
wasn’t until the end of  my senior year and freshman year 
in college that I homed-in on this idea that Christ died for 
me, so why wouldn’t I choose to live for him? For me min-
istry and serving his people and bringing him to others is 
how I can serve him best.” 

Ms. Staverman said that being a missionary isn’t exclu-
sively about giving and bringing others to Christ; she also 
receives from those she serves and they help bring her to 
Christ, too. 

“Ministry has a twofold effect,” she said. “Not only do I 
desire to have a solid relationship with Christ but being 
involved in mission work inspires me to keep fighting for 
that relationship, to keep praying and doing what I can.” 

For other youth and young adults struggling to find that 
relationship with Christ, Ms. Staverman echoes St. Pope 
John Paul II — “Be not afraid.” 

“That is something I struggled with a lot, especially in 
middle school, just being afraid of  what other people would 
think,” she said. “It’s important to realize — or I’ve come to 
realize — that Christ and following him, he has something 
so much greater in store than what this life offers — desire 
heaven, desire to be a saint.” 

TMU student choosing to live for Christ  
through Adore summer internship

Olivia Staverman, sophomore, Thomas More University, 
begins a nine-week summer missionary internship June 4 
with Adore Ministries based in Houston, Texas.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Upcoming study groups at St. Mary Parish, Alexandria: 
“Diary of St. Faustina,” weekly Tuesday mornings, 10:30–11 
a.m. Order the book on your own. This group may be joined 
any time. 

Newport Central Catholic High School is once again 
offering youth summer camps for boys and girls basket-
ball and soccer and volleyball and baseball. For dates, times 
and locations of  camps read more at: 
https://www.ncchs.com/news. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, is offering 
summer sports camps for girls and boys basketball and vol-
leyball, girls soccer and youth baseball and football. For 
information visit http://www.bishopbrossart.org/page/sum-
mer-camps or call the school office at 635-2108. 

Bishop Brossart High School summer K-9 drama camp 
will present “Annie Kids” in the BBHS Munninghoff  Family 
Performing Arts Center. During the one week camp students 
we will learn about all aspects of  theatre and put on a full-
production musical. Auditions are July 7 from 3–5 p.m. or 
July 8 from 10 a.m.–noon. Camp dates are Monday, July 12– 
Friday, July 16, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Camp cost $150 per child; add 
sibling for $100. Contact rtieman@sthenrynky.com for ques-
tions and to sign up by Monday, July 2nd. 

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization is sponsor-
ing a Diocesan RCIA workshop: Implementing RCIA in the 

Parish, June 7, 8 and 9, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, 7– 
8:30 p.m. The instructor will be Vicki Klocke (Covid proto-
cols will be followed - masks, social distancing, etc.) Register 
at covdio.org/register. Call 392-1592 for information. 

Parish Kitchen, a ministry of Catholic Charities is looking 
for more volunteers to help serve their lunch meal from 
11:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. Regular or sub opportunities are avail-
able for weekday and/or weekends, once a month or more. 
Volunteers must be willing to be VIRTUS compliant. Virtus 
training is available through the Diocese of  Covington. The 

volunteer appli-

Pentecost 
(left)Second grade students at  
St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs, 
learned about Pentecost and creat-
ed tongues of  fire to demonstrate 
that we are all called to be disciples 
of  Christ, on fire with the Holy 
Spirit.

A literary premiere 
(below) The St. Pius X kindergarten 
classrooms worked hard writing and 
illustrating a class book which they had 
published. They celebrated the complet-
ed book with a “Red Carpet Premiere.” 
Each student author got to walk the red 
carpet and shared their thoughts on the 
book.

First all-
school Mass 

(left) It was the  
perfect way to 
start out the 
week as  
St. Henry, 
School, 
Elsmere, held 
its first and 
only all-school 
Mass outside, 
Monday,  
May 25 before 
Olympic Day.

Holy Hour continues 
The monthly Holy Hour for the victims and survivors of  child sexual abuse by priests, the sanctification of  priests 
and end to the pandemic continued May 20 at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington. (above left) 
Deacon Peter Freeman placed the Eucharist in the monstrance and (above right) Bishop Roger Foys, Father Jordan 
Hainsey and Father Daniel Schomaker, pray as the Holy Hour begins. The Holy Hour is held on the third Thursday 
of  each month; the next Holy Hour will be June 17.

Keener photos

Support for ACUE schools critical in urban 
communities 

(above) The 2020–2021 Annual Fund Cabinet of  the 
Alliance for Catholic Urban Education (ACUE) recently 
met to discuss the final days of  this year’s fundraising 
effort on behalf  of  the diocesan urban elementary 
schools. Joining Gregg Vonderhaar (center), general chair 
of  this year’s annual fund, are Joe Mayer (left), chair 
elect; and Jim Danneman (right), former chair. 

The 2020–2021 annual fund closes June 30. Contributions 
to the annual appeal become the essential tuition  
assistance for ACUE students with high financial need. 
The funds are critical to the ministry’s presence in urban 
communities and reduce the financial support needed 
from the urban parishes. The six ACUE schools are: Holy 
Cross Elementary, Latonia; Holy Family School, 
Covington; Holy Trinity School, Bellevue; Prince of  Peace 
Montessori, Covington; St. Anthony School, Taylor Mill 
and St. Augustine School, Covington. Each offers a  
quality, values-based educational alternative to urban 
public schools and provide a bridge out of  poverty for 
children in need. Questions may be directed to  
Beth Ruehlmann at bruehlmann@covdio.org and the 
Department of  Catholic Schools.
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Cover image is a 
painting, “The Death 
of  St. Joseph” by 
Leon Lippert,  
currently located  
in the Cathedral  
rectory. For related 
article see page 14.



Laura Keener 
Editor 

With the availability of  burial plots dwindling, the 
diocesan Buildings and Properties Office recently opened 
new burial sections at St. John and St. Mary cemeteries, 
Ft. Mitchell and are set to open a new section at St. Stephen 
Cemetery, Ft. Thomas, later this year. This is in addition to 
the newly added cremation columbaria at St. Stephen and 
St. John cemeteries. 

“It’s the need,” said Brian Harvey, assistant director, 
Buildings and Properties. “We had to start planning for the 
future and the future is here, now. We are already selling 
plots in both the new sections and people are already 
inquiring about the new section at St. Stephen.” 

Mr. Harvey said that the properties at St. John and St. 
Mary cemeteries required tree and brush removal before 
being surveyed and plotted. At St. John Cemetery section 
12 will add approximately 1,210 grave plots and section 11c 
an additional 200 plots. St. Mary Cemetery’s new section 19 
adds 720 plots. 

At St. Stephen Cemetery the new section is an open 
field and will need to be cleared of  rocks and seeded before 
it can be surveyed and plotted. 

Mr. Harvey said that much of  the work completed at the 
cemeteries goes unnoticed. Instead, it’s when work doesn’t 
get done that people notice — broken pavement, unseeded 
graves and scattered broken twigs — which is why he and 
the cemetery foremen spend a great deal of  their time on 
maintenance. 

In addition to the new sections, contracts to repave the 
road at St. Joseph Cemetery, Wilder and part of  a section at 
St. John Cemetery have been signed. And, a much needed 
trackhoe has been purchased to replace a 40-year-old back-
hoe. In addition to its newness, the trackhoe offers other 
benefits too. Unlike the backhoe, which would require the 
removal of  2, 3 and sometimes 6 headstones to get to and 
dig a new grave, the trackhoe is sleek enough to maneuver 

between headstones. 
“It saves wear and tear on the guys and reduces the risk 

of  breaking a stone or not getting a stone set back in time 
for when family members visit,” said Mr. Harvey. 

In addition to burial plots, cremation niches are also 
available. St. John Cemetery recently added a columbari-
um and at St. Stephen Cemetery an entire garden of  

columbaria has been added behind the chapel. 
“There is always something to do,” said Mr. Harvey 

about keeping the diocese’s Catholic cemeteries a preen 
and peaceful place for family members to honor their dear-
ly departed. 

For information on any diocesan cemetery call Tricia 
Braun at (859) 392-1500.
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ALLISON & ROSE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
                                                      1021 Madison Ave.                                                           5645 Taylor Mill Pike 
                                                    Covington, Ky. 41011                                                         Taylor Mill, Ky. 41015 
                                                           (859) 261-0146                                                                       (859) 356-3700 

THE PREFERRED SERVICE SERVING ALL 
GREATER CINCINNATI AND NORTHERN KENTUCKY SINCE 1830 

www.allisonrosefuneralhome.com

New sections to open at three diocesan cemeteries

Cemetery foremen work hard to keep cemeteries preen and peaceful for families. Foremen for the diocesan cemeteries are:  
(from left) Mark Ruedebusch, St. Mary Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell; Ed Kruempelman, St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell; Daniel Foltz, 
St. Mary Cemetery and Arthur (Chad) Mink IV, St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas.
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The staff at Floral Hills Funeral Home  
will be with you every step of  the way

Peace of mind. 
Our caring and compassionate staff will provide expert assistance, 

making the process of planning your at-need or pre-arranged  
service as easy as possible. We offer a wide range of services 
administered with the utmost attention to detail so that your 
funeral service truly honors the memory of your loved one. 

 

Serving your family ’s  needs s ince 1939 

11 E. Southern Avenue, Latonia KY 41015 
www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com 

Locally owned and operated.859-431-2241

• Traditional funeral services 
• Cremation 
• Monuments 
• We service all  

funeral & burial  
policies 

• All other  
funeral needs 

• Additional  
parking lot  
recently added.

CONNLEY BROTHERS 
FUNERAL HOME

Prayers for the dead 
help the living, too

Memorial Day — honoring those  
who have defended freedom 

To honor veterans this Memorial Day weekend American 
flags will be available at each diocesan cemetery — St. John, 
Ft. Mitchell; St. Joseph, Cold Spring; St. Joseph, Wilder;  
St. Mary, Ft. Mitchell and St. Stephen, Ft. Thomas — for  
family members to take and place on their loved ones grave.

Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Praying for the dead and asking God to wel-
come them into his presence forever helps Christians remember 
what life and death are really about, Pope Francis said. 

Such prayers “instill in us a true vision of  life; they reveal to us 
the meaning of  the trials we must endure to enter the kingdom of  
God; they open our hearts to true freedom and inspire us unceasing-
ly to seek eternal riches,” the pope said Nov. 5 during the annual 
Mass at the Altar of  the Chair in St. Peter’s Basilica, which offered 
prayers for the six cardinals and 163 bishops who died over the past 
year, including 16 bishops from the United States and three from 
Canada. 

In his homily, Pope Francis focused on Jesus’ promise: “I am the 
resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if  he dies, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 

Jesus’ promise is a challenge to believers, the pope said. “We, too, 
are called to believe in the resurrection, not as a kind of  distant 
mirage but as an event already present and even now mysteriously 
at work in our lives.” 

However, he said, like Jesus, who cried at the tomb of  his friend 
Lazarus, “our faith in the resurrection neither ignores nor masks 
the very human bewilderment we feel in the face of  death.” 

Christians should ask the Lord “to dispel that unholy grief  
which we occasionally feel, thinking that death is the end of  every-
thing — a feeling far from faith, yet part of  that human fear of  death 
felt by everyone.” 

Faced with “the riddle of  death,” with its end of  earth life and 
beginning of  eternal life, Christians are called to conversion, he said. 

“We are called to leave behind the visible world we take for grant-
ed, our usual, commonplace ways of  thinking, and to entrust our-
selves entirely to the Lord who tells us: ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life.’” 

When Christians believe that, he said, their prayers for the 
deceased are “truly Christian” prayers.



In our Catholic cemeteries we carry out sacred religious functions 

[canon law 1205], create a place of  care and prayer and express the 

beauty of  our relationship to God through graced environments that 

feature beautiful landscapes and mausoleums, spiritual artwork and 

sacred shrines. Here we can fulfill the Corporal Work of  Mercy to 

bury the dead along with the Spiritual Works of  Mercy to console 

the sorrowing and pray for the living and the dead. Your Catholic 

cemeteries: 

• Attest to the unity of  the living and the dead — a sign of  the 

“Communion of  Saints” in our midst. 

• Express in words, deeds and objects our belief  in the sacredness 

of  human persons, living and dead —  

whether male or female, rich or poor, powerful or ordinary. 

• Provide a focus for the Christian community for prayerful 

remembrance of  the dead. 

• Speak of  life beyond life, life after death. 

Printed with permission from the Archdiocese of  Milwaukee Cemetery Office, www.cemeteries.org.

Our bodies are temples of  the Holy Spirit,  

baptized with water, anointed with oil,  

nourished with the Body and Blood of  the 

Lord, touched with healing and love. Christ 

himself  shared not only our nature, but also 

our very mortal bodies; therefore, we should 

always treat human beings and their mortal 

remains with respect, dignity and honor. 

Catholic cemeteries are part of the ministry of   
the Roman Catholic Church. Through the 
Church, the Body of Christ, we are touched with 
mercy, love, grace and goodness from the womb  
to the tomb. 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cemeteries: 

St. Stephen (Ft. Thomas)   (859) 441-0067 

St. Mary (Ft. Mitchell) (859) 331-1140 

St. John (Ft. Mitchell) (859) 331-1394 

St. Joseph (Cold Spring) (859) 441-0067 

St. Joseph (Wilder) (859) 392-1585 

Parish Cemeteries: 

St. Mary (Alexandria) (859) 635-4188 

St. Augustine (Augusta) (606) 756-2377 

St. Joseph (Blanchet;  
St. William, Williamstown) (859) 824-5381 

St. James (Brooksville) (606) 735-2271 

Sts. Peter and Paul 
(California) 
Immaculate Conception 
(Stepstone) (859) 635-2924 

St. Joseph 
(Camp Springs) (859) 635-2491 

St. John the Evangelist  
(Carrollton) (502) 732-5776 

St. Edward (Cynthiana) (859) 234-5444 

 
St. Francis (Dayton; 
St. Bernard Parish) (859) 261-8506 

St. John (Dividing Ridge;  
St. William,  
Williamstown) (859) 824-5381 

St. Francis Xavier 
(Falmouth) (859) 654-8241 

St. Charles 
(Flemingsburg) (606) 845-4601 

St. Cecilia  
(Independence) (859) 363-4311 

St. Patrick (Maysville) (606) 564-9015 

St. Mary (Morningview;  
St. Matthew, Kenton) (859) 356-6530 

Guardian Angels 
(Sandfordtown;  
St. Pius X, Edgewood) (859) 341-4900 

St. Patrick (Verona;  
All Saints, Walton) (859) 485-6131 

St. Joseph (Warsaw) (859) 567-2425 

St. Patrick  
(Washington; Maysville) (606) 564-9015 

Other:  

Mother of God 
(Covington) (859) 431-0614

CEMETERIES
Diocese of Covington

The pictures above were taken at diocesan cemeteries. 

Top left: Blessed Virgin Mary statue in St. Mary Cemetery, Fort 
Mitchell. 

Left center: A depiction of  the boy Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
carrying a little lamb marks the resting place of  a child at  
St. Mary Cemetery. 

Top: A family grave marker at St. Mary Cemetery.    

Top center: This large crucifix graces the top of  a hill at  
St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas. 

Top right: Sacred Heart of  Jesus statue created by George F. 
Yostel in the St, John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell. 

Above: The Communion of  Saints Chapel at St. Stephen 
Cemetery was dedicated in 2000. 

Above center: A crucifix and a canopy of  trees mark the 
entrance of  St. Stephen Cemetery. 

Above far right: The mausoleum at St. Mary Cemetery. 

 

Above right: The columbarium located at  
St. Stephen Cemetery. 

Bottom right: A Celtic cross at St. Mary 
Cemetery featuring a Christogram known as 
the Chi-Rho (pronounced “KEE-roe”).

Braun, Cooley, Harvey and Holocher photos

GRIEF
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Father Jordan Hainsey 
Contributor 

One of  St. Joseph’s traditional titles is patron of  a 
Happy Death. Now that may immediately sound sharp to 
the mind or heart, leading us to ask: “Just what is so happy 
about death?” “My mother just died of  a stroke.” “My 
brother was in a terrible accident.” “I lost a close friend in 
the middle of  the pandemic.” 

For each of  us, when death hits home it’s anything but 
welcomed or happy. 

The term “happy” though when we call upon St. Joseph 
as the patron of  a Happy Death, does not connote the emo-
tion of  being glad or even cheerful. It points to something 
deeper. It’s more about being at peace, being faith-filled, 
hope-filled. 

When Jesus teaches the Beatitudes, “Blessed are they…
”, the Greek word he uses is “makarios” — happy. “Happy 
are those who mourn; God will comfort them!” (Matt 5:3-
10). This should be consoling to us — God doesn’t discern 
whether or not he will comfort us in sorrow, but rather 
promises he will do it. He promises that — if  we are happy 
— that is, if  we are faith-filled, hope-filled in those times — 
he will utterly transform and redeem the situation and 
ourselves. 

Many traditions hold that Joseph died in the presence 
of  Jesus and Mary, in their very arms. The most popular 
account of  this is from a 17th century mystic nun named 
Venerable Mother Mary of  Jesus of  Agreda. From her 
vision she recounts: 

“Then this man of  God (Joseph), turning toward 
Christ, our Lord, in profoundest reverence, wished to 
kneel before Him. But the sweetest Jesus, coming near, 
received him in his arms, where, reclining his head upon 
them, Joseph said: ‘My highest Lord and God, Son of  the 
eternal Father, Creator and Redeemer of  the World, give 
thy blessing to thy servant and the works of  thy hand; par-

don, O most merciful King, the 
faults which I have committed in 
thy service … I extol and magnify 
Thee and render eternal and heart-
felt thanks to Thee for having, in 
thy ineffable condescension, cho-
sen me to be the spouse of  thy true 
Mother; let thy greatness and glory 
be my thanksgiving for all eterni-
ty.’ The Redeemer of  the world 
gave him his benediction, saying: 
‘My father, rest in peace and in the 
grace of  my eternal Father and 
mine; and to the prophets and 
saints, who await thee…’ At these 
words of  Jesus, and reclining in 
his arms, the most fortunate St. 
Joseph expired and the Lord him-
self  closed his eyes.” 

Church mural work, mosaics, 
and statuary particularly from the 
19th and 20th centuries further 
popularized this scene, concretiz-
ing it in the Catholic artistic tradi-
tion for centuries to come. When 
Bishop Maes planned the stained 
glass for the Cathedral Basilica of  
the Assumption, a window depict-
ing this very scene would come to 
life in the north transept, closest to 
the 12th, 13th, and 14th Stations of  
the Cross — a placement not by 
accident. Bishop Maes was clearly connecting the theme of  
death to the happy, blessed hope of  resurrection.  

The tradition of  the death of  St. Joseph is pious and 
worthy of  much prayer and meditation, but for us it 

shouldn’t matter if  
Joseph’s death occurred 
exactly as Venerable 
Mother Mary of  Jesus 
of  Agreda relates it, or 
in a less idyllic way than 
our Catholic artistic 
imagination has made it 
out to be. The core mes-
sage and truth of  
Joseph’s death, and his 
title of  patron of  a 
Happy Death, is that he 
died a blessed, a happy 
death because Jesus 
and Mary were at his 
side. He died with the 
Savior of  the World and 
the God-Bearer by his 
side.  

Joseph’s holy death 
reflected his holy way of  
life. Joseph, the just and 
upright man, lived his 
whole life loving and 
serving Jesus and Mary, 
through obedience to 
God’s will. That is what 
Joseph can teach us and 
do for us when we pray 
to him and entrust our 
friends and loved ones 
who are close to death, 
or who have gone before 

us. His intercession can be the help we need on the path-
way to heaven — the place of  ultimate blessedness, hope-
fulness, and happiness. 

St. Joseph, pray for us now and at the hour of  our death!

St. Joseph: patron of a Happy Death

GRIEF

The Death of  St. Joseph, Francisco Goya, 1787.



Kyle Linnemann, M.A., LPCC 
Contributor 

Losing a loved one is very painful, and we usually expe-
rience several distressing psychological emotions, such as 
sorrow, yearning and sadness, and, oftentimes, anxiety, 
guilt and shame. However, over time, we naturally find a 
way to make peace with the loss. 

Dr. Kathy Shear, M.D., founder and director of  the 
Center for Complicated Grief  at the University of  
Columbia, has utilized several biobehavioral motivational 
models for understanding grief. She postulates that biolog-
ically, we know how to mourn automatically, and it is 
accomplished by oscillating between facing the reality of  
the loss and the consequences of  the death, and then turn-
ing away from the pain when it becomes too much to toler-
ate. 

Over some time, as we repeat this process, we begin to 
think about how we might restore our ability to experience 
joy, satisfaction and meaning in our lives. Subsequently, 
the feelings, thoughts and behaviors that represent this 
acute grief  period typically soften and find a place in the 
background of  our lives. We still might become sad and 
experience some yearning when we think of  our loved one, 
but the grief  isn’t all consuming and is no longer disrup-
tive to our lives. This is what Dr. Shear calls integrated 
grief. 

Unfortunately, grieving during a pandemic creates sev-
eral conditions for increasing the likelihood of  getting 
stuck in our grief, where our grief  continues to significant-
ly disrupt our lives, possibly years after the loss. A crucial 
part of  the grieving process usually involves discussing 
our thoughts and feelings with others regarding the death 
and our lost loved one; honoring our lost loved ones by 
sharing stories with those still living; being comforted, 
soothed, and touched by our still living loved ones; and 
allowing ourselves to feel positive emotions, which often 
occurs with our supportive family and friends. This allows 
the natural oscillation process of  facing the pain, and then 
setting it aside, to take place. 

However, due to the pandemic safety protocols, tradi-
tional methods for honoring our deceased loved ones such 
as funerals and celebrations of  life, have been minimized, 
delayed or haven’t occurred altogether. Furthermore, 
many of  our loved ones have died alone. Not just our loved 
ones with COVID-19, but also our loved ones inside of  nurs-
ing homes, hospitals or quarantined at home. 

This can become a “stuck point” for the bereaved, and 
can make it more difficult to accept the reality of  the loss 
and successfully mourn. As a psychotherapist, this is 
exactly what I’ve seen occur in my practice, and more suf-
fering has transpired as a result. 

Often the bereaved experience no shortage of  support 
for a week or two after their loss, but then are left alone to 
grieve just as the dust settles. However, it is never too late 
to reach out to our loved ones and provide support. As Dr. 
Shear often points out, death is permanent, and therefore, 
grief  is permanent. Thus, support from our loved ones will 
always be important. 

We can still spend time with our bereaved family and 
friends and honor lost loved ones by talking about them or 
finding ways to remember and honor them. We can touch 
and hug our bereaved loved ones as safety protocols are 
lifted. We can offer support for them during difficult times. 
Most importantly, we can help our family and friends 
embrace their emotions and create opportunities for them 
to heal just by having the courage to ask how they are and 

by genuinely and actively listening. 
For more support, handouts and information on griev-

ing and supporting the bereaved, please visit https://com-
plicatedgrief.columbia.edu/. 

This article was submitted by Linnemann Family 
Funeral Homes.
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Supporting the bereaved post-pandemic

Services 
Offered: 

Mausoleum 
Lawn Crypts 
Grave Lots 

Cremation Niches 
 

Ask about our  
New Economical 

Payment Plan  
for burial services

If you have not provided a family burial place and agree that before-need  
planning is the logical solution, call us for more information.

Our staff can answer all your questions.   431-0614

New Chapel of the Risen Christ Cremation Niches

However, it is never too late  
to reach out to our loved ones  

and provide support.  
As Dr. (Kathy) Shear often points out, 

death is permanent, and  
therefore, grief  is permanent.  

Thus, support from our loved ones 
will always be important.
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Grief  has many forms, emotions and reactions. People 
suffer grief  after a loss, whether it be a person through 
death or someone who has moved 
away from your life, it could be the 
loss of  a job, an opportunity or a mar-
riage. Grief, sadly is a part of  every-
one’s life. 

Everyone grieves in their own way 
and in their own time, and it can be a 
lifelong difficult process. Finding 
healthy ways to deal with grief  can 
provide those suffering with much 
comfort. 

Our culture today often ignores 
those women and men who have had 
an abortion experience, denying that 
there are no negative effects after 
abortion. Those who suffer feel they 
are not free to mourn the loss, as they 
made the “choice” to terminate the 
life of  their child. 

According to Vicki Thorn, the founder of  Project 
Rachel and the National Office of  Post Abortion Recovery, 
“every woman who has had an abor-
tion, is a mother who has lost a child.”  

Acknowledging the loss is key to 
someone who is suffering from an 
abortion experience. It’s normal to 
grieve a pregnancy loss, including the 
loss of  a child by abortion. It can form 
a hole in one’s heart, a hole so deep 
that sometimes it seems nothing can 
fill the emptiness. 

So many people are suffering in 
silence, fearful to acknowledge their 
grief. They keep secret their abortion 
experience, fearful of  being rejected 
by those they love and respect, or per-
haps fearful because the process will 
be too painful. 

Through the beautiful ministry of  
Project Rachel, these women are 

acknowledged and supported. Project Rachel allows a per-
son to mourn and to heal in a safe and confidential envi-

ronment, and supports a per-
son through their grief  and 
helps them find peace in 
God’s love, mercy and for-
giveness.  

There is no timeline for 
suffering, Project Rachel has 
served women from their 20s 
to 80s, some have suffered for 
just a few years, other a life-
time. 

Gloria (name changed), 
age 87, contacted the Project 
Rachel hotline 66 years after 
her abortion. She was living 
in a nursing care facility and 
felt she was nearing the end 
of  her life. For most of  those 
66 years she described the 

grief  she experienced; almost daily remembering the loss 
of  the child who was aborted. Because she felt she had 

committed the worst sin of  
taking the life of  her child, 
she had lost her relationship 
with God. In describing her 
grief  to a caregiver, she felt 
hopeless and did not want to 
die with this on her soul. In 
her heart, Gloria felt that she 
could not enter into eternal 
life without asking for for-
giveness. 

The caregiver had seen a 
bulletin announcement 
about Project Rachel and 
suggested she call. As Gloria 
was unable to attend a 
Project Rachel session off  
site of  her nursing care facil-
ity, volunteer leaders from 

the Project Rachel ministry visited her and led her 
through the 8-week session towards healing and reconcili-
ation, leading her to finding peace in God’s love, mercy and 
forgiveness. 

The leaders were amazed at the transformation of  
Gloria from their first meeting to the last. In the beginning 
Gloria wore an old robe and her hair was disheveled, by 
the time Gloria had reached one of  the last sessions — the 
sacrament of  reconciliation with a priest — she fixed her 
hair, wore lipstick and had someone pick up a pair of  new 
gold-colored shoes for her so that she could look good for 
Jesus. 

Grief  over those 66 years had worn Gloria down, she 
suffered the many stages of  grief  — pain, guilt, anger and 
depression. Project Rachel helped her to acknowledge her 
loss. This path to healing leads to hope for a new life — 
mentally and spiritually. 

If  you or someone you love is suffering from an abortion 
experience, confidential, non-judgmental help is available. 
Call Project Rachel at (859) 392-1547 or e-mail projectra-
chel@covdio.org . All calls and emails are confidential. 

 
Pope St. John Paul II’s “special word to women who 

have had an abortion” in Evangelium Vitae (n.99) has 
been a great consolation to many women — Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike. 

“I would like to say a special word to women who have 
had an abortion. The Church is aware of  the many factors 
which may have influenced your decision, and she does 
not doubt that in many cases it was a painful and even 
shattering decision. Certainly what happened was and 
remains terribly wrong. But do not give in to discourage-
ment and do not lose hope. Try rather to understand what 
happened and face it honestly. If  you have not already done 
so, give yourselves over with humility and trust to repen-
tance. The Father of  mercies is ready to give you His for-
giveness and His peace in the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation. You will come to understand that nothing 
is definitively lost and you will also be able to ask forgive-
ness from your child who is now living in the Lord.” (5) 

Rather than experiencing the Catholic Church as judg-
ing them harshly or condemning them, several women 
have told me that they chose to become Catholic in order to 
experience the Sacrament of  Confession, and to hear the 
priest say, “In the name of  Jesus Christ I absolve you from 
your sins.”

When personal choice becomes silent grief  
Project Rachel brings healing

“Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I 

will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am meek and humble 
of  heart; and you will find rest 
for yourselves. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden light.”  

Matt 11: 28-30 





Most of  us are familiar with the story of  Zorba the 
Greek, either through Nikos Kazantzakis’ famous book or 
through the movie. Well, Zorba was not a fictional charac-
ter. He was a real person — Alexis Zorba — who had such 
a larger-than-life personality and energy that when he 
died, Kazantzakis found his death very difficult to accept, 
incredulous that such energy, verve and color were mortal. 

On learning of  Zorba’s death, this was Kazantzakis’ 
reaction: “I closed my eyes and felt tears rolling slowly, 
warmly down my cheeks. He’s dead, dead, dead. Zorba is 
gone, gone forever. The laughter is dead, the song cut off, 
the santir broken, the dance on the seaside pebbles has 
halted, the insatiable mouth that questioned with such 
incurable thirst is filled now with clay … Such souls 
should not die. Will earth, water, fire and chance ever be 

able to fashion a Zorba again? … It was as though I 
believed him to be immortal.” 

Sometimes it’s hard to believe that a certain person can 
die because of  the life and energy that he or she incarnat-
ed. We simply cannot imagine that life-pulse dead, stilled, 
forever gone from this planet. Certain people seem exempt 
from death because we cannot imagine such energy, color, 
generosity and goodness dying. How can such wonderful 
energy just die? 

I have felt that many times in my life; most recently 
when two former colleagues, both specially spirited, color-
ful, witty and generous men, died. Kazantzakis came to 
mind, and his struggle to accept Zorba’s death, along with 
the way he tried to deal with that death. He decided he 
would try to “resurrect” Zorba, bring him back to life, by 

taking his story to the world in such a way so as to trans-
form his life into a myth, a dance and a religion. 

Kazantzakis believed this is what Mary Magdala did in 
the wake of  Jesus’ death, when she left his tomb and went 
back to the world. She resurrected Jesus by telling his 
story, creating a myth, a dance and a religion. So, in the 
wake of  Zorba’s death, Kazantzakis said to himself: “Let us 
give him our blood so that he can be brought back to life, 
let us do what we can to make this extraordinary eater, 
drinker, workhorse, woman-chaser and vagabond live a lit-
tle longer — this dancer and warrior, the broadest soul, 
surest body, freest cry I ever knew in my life.” 

Bless his effort! It made for a great story, a gripping 
myth, but it never made for a religion or an eternal dance 
because that’s not what Mary Magdala did with Jesus. 
Nonetheless, there’s still something to be learned here 
about how to deal with a death that seemingly takes some 
oxygen out of  the planet. We must not let that wonderful 
energy disappear, but keep it alive. However, as Christians, 
we do this in a different way. 

We read the Mary Magdala story quite differently. Mary 
went to Jesus’ tomb, found it empty, and went away crying; 
but … but, before she got to tell anyone any story, she met 
a resurrected Jesus who shared with her how his energy, 
color, love, person would now be found, namely, in a radi-
cally new modality — inside his spirit. That contains the 
secret of  how we are to give life to our loved ones after they 
have died. 

How do we keep our loved ones and the wonderful ener-
gy they brought to the planet alive after they have died? 
First, by recognizing that their energy doesn’t die with 
their bodies, that it doesn’t depart the planet. Their energy 
remains, alive, still with us, but now inside us, through the 
spirit they leave behind (just as Jesus left his spirit 
behind). Further still, their energy infuses us whenever we 
enter into their “Galilee,” namely, into those places where 
their spirits thrived and breathed out generative oxygen. 

What’s meant by that? What’s someone’s “Galilee”? 
A person’s “Galilee” is that special energy, that special 

oxygen, which he or she breathes out. For Zorba, it was his 
fearlessness and zest for life; for my dad, it was his moral 
stubbornness; for my mom, it was her generosity. In that 
energy, they breathed out something of  God. Whenever we 
go to those places where their spirits breathed out God’s life, 
we breathe in again their oxygen, their dance, their life.  

Like all of  you, I have sometimes been stunned, sad-
dened and incredulous at the death of  a certain person. 
How could that special energy just die? Sometimes that 
special energy was manifest in physical beauty, human 
grace, fearlessness, zest, color, moral steadiness, compas-
sion, graciousness, warmth, wit or humor. It can be hard to 
accept that beauty and life-giving oxygen can seemingly 
leave the planet. 

In the end, nothing is lost. Sometime, in God’s time, at 
the right time, the stone will roll back and, like Mary 
Magdala walking away from the grave, we will know that 
we can breathe in that wonderful energy again in 
“Galilee.” 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and 
award-winning author.
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Grieving death — reliving in Galilee

 

Elliston-Stanley Funeral Homes 
Williamstown, Ky. 41097 

Phone: (859) 824-3374 

Crittenden, Ky. 41030 
Phone: (859) 428-3374 

u 

Hamilton-Stanley Funeral Home 
Verona, Ky. 41092 

Phone: (859) 485-4885 

u 

Eckler-McDaniel Funeral Home 
Dry Ridge, Ky. 41035 
Phone: (859) 823-5641 

24 houR funeRal info (859) 824-4004



“Profile” (Focus) In 2014, a British investigative journalist 
uses a fake online identity to pose as a recent, and vulnerable, 
Muslim convert open to recruitment by ISIS. But her feelings 
about the surprisingly personable, London-bred terrorist who 
tries to lure her into joining him in Syria eventually become 

conflicted. Director and 
co-writer Timur 
Bekmambetov’s intelli-
gent, if  flawed, adapta-
tion of  Anna Erelle’s 
memoir “In the Skin of  

a Jihadist” is told entirely through its protagonist’s computer 
screen, which helps to build suspense as she struggles to con-
ceal her real-life relationships with her boyfriend and editor 
from the dangerous killer she’s trying to dupe. Yet the degree to 
which she falls under her adversary’s sway ultimately seems 
far-fetched. Discreetly portrayed but potentially disturbing vio-
lence, a cohabitation theme, at least one use of  profanity and a 
milder oath, considerable rough language, a handful of  crude 
terms. CNS: A-III; MPAA: R. 

 
“Spiral: From the Book of  Saw” (Lionsgate) This ninth 

installment in the “Saw” franchise of  horror films, directed by 
Darren Lynn Bousman, devolves quickly into the usual nihilis-
tic splatter fest. Screenwriters Josh Stolberg and Pete 
Goldfinger build the mayhem around the framework of  a police 
procedural as a bitter, foul-mouthed detective contends with a 
copycat of  Jigsaw, the original vigilante of  the series. In lieu of  
the false “moral” element of  earlier outings, based on the vic-
tims’ past wrongdoing or lack of  appreciation of  the lives 
they’ve led, the purported agenda of  the new killer is to achieve 
reform of  the police force by slaughtering rogue cops. The 
result is yet another perverse celebration of  sadism. A 
vengeance theme, pervasive gory violence, including hideous 
torture, frequent profanities, much rough language. CNS: O; 
MPAA: R.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  
(859) 392-1500

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell 
Chuck – 567-1500

Movie 
Capsule

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

ball before you hit the little ball and don’t blaspheme.” 
Even rank amateur I know that the “big ball” was 

Earth. I decided to send a mental thank you to Paul heav-
enward and to pursue some reasonable way to neutralize 
things always going wrong on the golf  course and, more 
importantly, off. It so happens that many of  my resources 
recommended making God a regular golf  and life part-
ner. How interesting! 

Jesus would love that, after clearly instructing the 
Apostles and us today, Pentecost, to spread his Word and 
teachings everywhere on earth to the best of  our abilities. 
For me and for Roman Merullo, “everywhere” includes 
golf  courses, clearly evidenced in two of  his 24 books, 
“Golfing With God” and “Passion For Golf.” 

The former tale is a story of  a journey from heaven to 
earth and back again. Herman “Hank” Fins-Winston 
“begins one idyllic morning, as all mornings are in heav-
en, when he is summoned to play a round of  golf  with 

God. Yes, that God. The Almighty. The one with the capi-
tal G. And yes, Hank really is in heaven, a fact he finds 
truly amazing because, for one reason or another, a fair 
percentage of  golfers never make it to paradise, and 
because he himself  was no angel in his former life.” I 
won’t touch that thought or conclusion with a 10-foot flag 
stick! 

Word has it that the book is funny and uplifting. Who 
cannot use that these days? One reviewer noted that 
“‘Golfing With God’ is a beautifully realized novel that 
takes the reader on one ordinary man’s unexpected pas-
sage.” 

Continued research uncovered a beautiful internet 
article by David Mathis, executive editor of  desiring 
God.org. Mr. Mathis manages to hold the game/pastime 
of  golf  in magnificent light, that is, “The game of  golf  
has tied itself  to the beauty of  God’s created world like 
few other competitive pastimes. This is at the heart of  the 
sport’s allure. With no standardized playing area, the 
designers and groundskeepers are commissioned to nest 
the course in the splendor of  the natural terrain. ‘The 
heavens declare the glory of  God.’ (Psalm 19:1) and the 
best of  links do the same, if  you have eyes to see it.” 

Now, I happily share this newfound “Golfer’s Prayer” 
with you and your loved ones, whether golfers or not: For 
the times that I have swung a club. For the many friends 
and the game I love. For the patience I have found in sand 
or rough. For the excitement of  making shots thought 
tough. For success not measured by holes-in-one, but by 
the times that are shared when having fun. Lord, would 
you grant me one last request, to play You a round of  the 
game I love best. 

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 
the Diocese of  Covington.

The Master’s 
                                (Continued from page 5)

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholic-
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”  
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.
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EDITORIAL ASSISTANT WANTED 

The Messenger, is seeking a part-time ( 3 days a 

week) Editorial Assistant to assist its editorial staff in 

creating a quality, weekly Catholic newspaper and 

maintaining an organized work environment. The 

Editorial Assistant helps update the diocesan database 

(Camino) and creates the weekly mailing list for the 

Messenger. The Editorial Assistant proofreads each 

edition of the Messenger, maintains the office 

archives, prepares invoices for payment and assists  

editorial staff, when needed, with writing/photogra-

phy assignments. The qualified candidate will be a 

practicing Roman Catholic and will be comfortable 

with Excel and Word (or comparable) office software 

with a solid foundation in writing skills and the ability 

to meet deadlines. Anticipated start date: June 2021. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  

references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by 

e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.         EOE

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s official  
weekly newspaper published 44 times per year, is  
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic to join its editorial  
staff as a full time Staff Writer/Media Content  
Developer. This full-time position requires a broad  
range of abilities, including excellent writing,  
proofreading, organizational skills, and a working  
knowledge and basic skillset of photography and  
website content development. Working with 
Messenger staff, the staff writer will be responsible for  
written content and the development of the  
Messenger and diocese’s online presence. The successful  
candidate will have a commitment to confidentiality  
and teamwork and adaptability to interactions with  
colleagues, other diocesan employees, and interviewees.  
The ideal candidate will be self-motivated and imagi-
native, with a readiness to explore multimedia plat-
forms. In addition to regular office hours, evening and 
weekend assignments occur regularly and are  
considered part of the job. Anticipated start date:  
immediate. Interested candidates may submit a  
resume, references, and writing samples to  
Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org,  
(859) 392-1500.                                                        EOE

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
St. Catherine of Siena parish in Ft. Thomas, Ky.  
(www.stcatherineofsiena.org) seeks a dynamic principal 
for our school (K-8) of 150 children. The school is an 
integral part of our parish, and our parish permeates 
the school. We are committed first to helping our  
parents raise their children in the practice of the faith, 
by teaching the objective elements of the faith and  
fostering the subjective elements: helping them to  
grow closer to Christ and to be His witnesses in the  
world by word and service. We are committed to the  
development of the whole person: spiritual, intellectual, 
emotional, physical and social. St. Catherine of Siena is  
a sought-after school with a talented and committed  
staff with a wide range of experience, and the parents  
of our children are engaged and enthusiastic. The  
successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic in  
good standing with the Church and supportive of her  
teaching and mission. She or he will hold or be eligible  
for Kentucky principal certification. We prefer a  
candidate with at least three successful years as a  
classroom teacher and experience in Catholic school  
administration, but are willing to consider giving a  
chance to someone with potential. Interested  
individuals should send at least a resume or C-V along  
with a cover letter and five references with contact  
e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by e-mail  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589, or mail to  
1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011-3115. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic School  
(www.stceciliaschool.net), a nationally distinguished 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and a ministry of  
St. Cecilia R.C. Church (www.saintceciliaparish.net) in 
Independence KY, is conducting a search for a new 
Principal for the 2021-2022 school year.  St Cecilia is a 
fully accredited, traditionally graded Kindergarten 
through 8th grade program which additionally operates 
an Early Childhood Learning Center and an after-care 
program. Quality teachers, loyal and involved parents, 
and a supportive Pastor and Board of Education make 
this an attractive destination for the successful  
candidate. We are searching for an energetic and  
experienced, Christ-centered professional with solid  
professional and interpersonal skills who will join us in 
our mission to provide the highest quality Catholic  
education for our students. It is expected that the  
candidate must be a practicing Roman Catholic and  
eligible for Kentucky certification. Interested individuals 
should email, fax or mail: a cover letter, a comprehen-
sive resume or C-V, a recently prepared Baptismal 
Certificate, transcripts of academic preparation, and  
a list of at least five references to Stephen Koplyay, 
SPHR, 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington KY  41011-
3115, FAX 859/392-1589 or skoplyay@covdio.org.  EOE. 

BODYMAN NEEDED 
Five years experience, with tools.  

Call (513) 221-5600 ext. 0241
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NOVENA TO SAINT ANTHONY FOR A SICK CHILD.  
St. Anthony, your-love for the Infant Jesus in-spired Him to 
reward you by seeing and holding Him in your arms. Help us 
to see and love Jesus in all the poor and suffering children in 
the world, particularly (name child) whom is afflicted with 
(name condition). Intercede for (name the child) asking our 
compassionate Lord Jesus to heal him/her so that he/she may 
grow to love the Lord and His servant, St. Anthony. Guard this 
life that God has created. Let your gentle hand, like that of a 
skilled physician, rest lovingly upon this afflicted child that 
he/she may be immediately restored to health. Amen.  R.V.B.

NOVENA

NOVENA TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN O, most beautiful 
flower of Mount Carmel, Fruit of the Vine, splendorous of 
Heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, 
assist me in this my necessity. O, Star of the Sea, help me and 
show herein you are my mother. O, Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and earth, I humbly beseech you from the  
bottom of my heart to succor me in my necessity (make your 
request). There are none that can withstand your power. O, Mary 
pray for us who have recourse to Thee (three times). Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (three times). Amen. M.B.

NOVENA

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. 
 (859) 392-1500

MUSICIAN/MUSIC DIRECTOR 
All Saints Parish, Walton, Ky., is hiring a 
musician/music director for all weekend Masses, as well 
as special occasions such as Holy Days of Obligation, 
weddings and funerals, etc. The successful candidate 
must be able to play the organ and sing. Choir directing 
is desired, as All Saints Parish is interested in organizing 
a choir. This position is part time, but could be  
developed into a full-time position. Interested  
applicants may call (859) 485-4476, or visit at  
allsaintswalton.com and select the “Contact” tab to  
submit name, number and a message of interest.

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  M.A.

NOVENA

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  B.S.

NOVENA

NOVENA TO ST. EXPEDITE  Our dear martyr and protector, 
St. Expedite, You who know what is necessary and what is 
urgently needed.  I beg you to intercede before the Holy Trinity, 
that by your grace my request will be granted. (express request)  
May I receive your blessing and favors. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 3x Our Father, 3x Hail Mary, 3x Glory Be.  M.A

NOVENA

NOVENA PRAYER TO ST. RITA OF CASCIA  O glorious 
St. Rita your pleadings before the divine crucifix have been 
known to grant favors that many would call the impossible.  
Lovely St. Rita, so humble, so pure, so devoted in your love for 
the crucified Jesus, speak on my behalf for my petition on 
which seems so impossible from my humbled position. (men-
tion your request)  Be propitious, O glorious St. Rita, to my 
petition, showing your power with God on behalf of thy sup-
plicant.  Be lavish to me, as you have been in so many wonder-
ful cases for the greater glory of God.  I promise, dear St. Rita, 
if my petition is granted, to glorify you, by making known your 
favor, to bless and sing your praises forever.  Relying then upon 
your merits and power before the Sacred Heart of Jesus I pray. 
Amen.  M.A

NOVENA

For all employees and  
volunteers of the Diocese of Covington 
who in any way  
provide a safe environment for children. 
Step 1: Contact parish/school  
institution leader to review the Policies 
and Procedures and fill out the Application 
and Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org and click 
on Registration. Follow the prompts to cre-
ate an account and to request a back-
ground check. Selection.com is a secure 
site; the background check is posted on 
your account and you receive a copy if you 
request it during the registration process. 
You will sign up for a virtual VIRTUS class 
during the registration.  

Step 3: Join the  
virtual VIRTUS session. The day before 

the session, you will receive an e-mail with 
4 documents attached to print.  
On the day of the session you will receive 
an invitation to join the session.  
No children, please. 

Step 4: Your account becomes active 
when your background check, VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance Form are posted 
on your account. You will receive 12 bul-
letins per year. You will receive  
e-mail notices at  
system@pub.virtus.org unless your comput-
er program blocks them. 

Bulletin:  
n May bulletin: posted  

Sunday, May 2;  
due Tuesday, June 1. 
www.virtus.org, enter  
user id and password.  

Virtual VIRTUS Training:  

n Virtual, Tuesday, June 15,  
5–8:30 p.m.  

 
How to access  
Virtual training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on left column 
- Click on pre-register for an upcoming ses-

sion 
- Choose your training 
Note: If your Training Tab is missing or 
you cannot access your account, contact 
your parish, school or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact Marylu Steffen 
at (859) 392-1500 or msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults 
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings 



Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — South Carolina Gov. Henry 
McMaster has signed into law a bill requiring death-row 
inmates to choose between the electric chair or the firing 
squad for their executions if  lethal 
injection drugs are not available. 

The measure, signed by the 
Republican governor May 14, was 
touted as a move to restart capital 
punishment in the state after a 10-
year pause due to a lack of  lethal 
injection drugs. 

Days before it was signed into law, 
a Catholic death penalty opponent 
called the measure a “setback for 
South Carolina” and a move that 
“stands in stark contrast to powerful 
efforts elsewhere to abolish the death 
penalty.” 

“The decade without executions in 
South Carolina should be seen as a 
mark of  progress toward a culture of  
life, not a reason to backslide into 
immoral and gruesome means of  
killing,” said Krisanne Vaillancourt 
Murphy, executive director of  
Catholic Mobilizing Network. 

She also said the electric chair and 
firing squad “should have no place on 
the state’s list of  means to address 
harm or bring about so-called jus-
tice.” “In fact, there is no reason why 
the state should be executing people 
at all,” she told Catholic News Service 
in a May 10 e-mail. 

McMaster tweeted May 17 the law “will allow the state 
to carry out a death sentence. The families and loved ones 
of  victims are owed closure and justice by law. Now, we can 
provide it.” 

Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of  St. Joseph of  Medaille, 
who is a longtime activist against the death penalty, also 
tweeted about the new law May 17 with a different take on 
it, saying: “Regressive laws like this one will only hasten 
the end of  the death penalty.” 

Lawmakers said the shortage of  lethal injection drugs 
was the main reason why the state has not had any execu-
tions in 10 years. Those who favored adding other means of  

execution also stressed that this would be more humane 
since lethal injections have sometimes botched executions 
if  an inmate’s death became prolonged. 

Most states use a drug combination for executions, but 
a handful of  states use one drug, pentobarbital, which the 

federal government also 
used when it executed 
inmates this past year. 

“It is chilling to think 
that offering a person the 
choice between electrocu-
tion and firing squad is 
somehow humane,” 
Vaillancourt Murphy said. 

South Carolina current-
ly has 37 men on death row. 
If  the measure becomes 
law, it will be the fourth 

state — joining Mississippi, Oklahoma and Utah — to use 
the firing squad in executions. The state has also used elec-
trocution, or the electric chair, but not as its primary 
means of  execution. Returning to this practice, it would 
join Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Kentucky, Mississippi, 

Oklahoma and Tennessee that 
also use this method. 

The state’s lawmakers were 
debating about how to carry out 
the death penalty at a time when 
overall approval for capital pun-
ishment is waning. 

South Carolina is one of  24 
states where the death penalty 
remains law. In the past 16 years, 
11 states have rescinded capital 
punishment and state governors 
in California, Oregon and 
Pennsylvania have imposed 
death penalty moratoriums. 

Vaillancourt Murphy said 
that “despite the regrettable pas-
sage of  this bill,” she and other 
anti-death penalty advocates 
were grateful to “the many 
South Carolina Catholics who 
spoke out against the expansion 
of  execution methods in the 
state.” 

“On the whole, the momen-
tum is in the direction of  death 
penalty abolition. I pray that 
South Carolina will quickly redi-
rect and follow suit,” she said.
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South Carolina death penalty now includes electric chair, firing squad

CNS photo/Trent Nelson, Salt Lake Tribune, Pool via Reuters 

An execution chamber is seen at the state prison in Draper, Utah, in this 2010 file photo. South Carolina law-
makers passed a bill May 7, 2021, to add firing squads or the electric chair as death penalty options if  lethal 
injection drugs are not available.
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NEWS BRIEFS

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Say ‘yes’ to the Holy Spirit, ‘no’ to 
divisive ideologies, pope says 

VATICAN CITY — The Holy Spirit’s gift of  comfort and solace 
is meant to unite all men and women and not take sides with any 
ideology, Pope Francis said on Pentecost. Celebrating Mass May 23 
at the main altar in St. Peter’s Basilica, the pope said those who 
listen to the Holy Spirit are not “concerned with conservatives 
and progressives, traditionalists and innovators, right and left.” If  
adherence to an ideology becomes “our criteria, then the church 
has forgotten the Spirit,” he added. The Holy Spirit “impels us to 
unity, to harmony, to the harmony of  diversity. He makes us see 
ourselves as parts of  the same body, brothers and sisters of  one 
another,” the pope said. “Let us look to the whole! The enemy 
wants diversity to become opposition and so he makes them 
become ideologies. Say no to ideologies, yes to the 
whole.” Reflecting on the feast of  Pentecost, the pope said the use 
of  the word “Paraclete” is not only meant to describe the Holy 
Spirit as an “advocate” but also as a “comforter,” especially in 
“times of  difficulty like those we are presently experiencing due 
to the pandemic.” The comforts of  the world, he explained, are 
like a pain reliever that offers only temporary relief  but does not 
“cure the illness we carry deep within.” 

 

Vatican revises synod process,  
beginning with local consultation 

VATICAN CITY — Approving the revision of  the entire process 
of  the Synod of  Bishops, Pope Francis has asked that it begin with 
serious, widespread consultations with laypeople on the diocesan 
level. “In reality, without this consultation there would be no syn-
odal process, because the discernment of  pastors, which consti-
tutes the second phase, emerges from listening to the people of  
God,” Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general of  the Synod of  
Bishops, told Vatican News May 21. The cardinal’s office issued a 
statement that day explaining how the next general assembly of  
the Synod of  Bishops would work, noting that the broader consul-
tation on the diocesan, national and regional levels would mean 
that the gathering of  representative bishops from around the 
world would take place at the Vatican in October 2023 rather than 
in 2022, as previously scheduled. The theme chosen by Pope 
Francis for the gathering is: “For a synodal church: communion, 
participation and mission.” 

 

Virtual tours open doors of  St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton’s shrine to the world 

EMMITSBURG, Md. — They say when one door closes, another 
door opens. When the National Shrine of  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
in Emmitsburg closed its historical buildings to public tours last 

year due to the pandemic, its team opened a window, a Zoom win-
dow. Rather than bringing people to the shrine, they decided to 
bring the shrine to the people. The solution: virtual tours of  the 
basilica and the historical buildings at the shrine. Launched on 
Mother Seton’s feast day, Jan. 4, the shrine’s live virtual tours have 
been a streaming success — so much so shrine officials intend to 
make the virtual tours a permanent option for those who want to 
learn about America’s first native-born saint. Over 3,000 people 
from 21 states have taken a virtual tour of  the shrine, and the 
tours continue to attract school groups and others from as far 
away as Alaska and Oregon. Virtual or in-person tours can be 
booked at www.setonshrine.org/virtual-tours.  

 

Thieves break into castle, steal 
rosary used by Mary, Queen of  Scots 

MANCHESTER, England — Burglars have stolen a set of  gold-
en rosary beads that once belonged to Mary, Queen of  Scots. The 
beads are said to have been carried by Mary, the Catholic first 
cousin once removed of  the Protestant Queen Elizabeth I of  
England, when Mary was sent to her execution at Fotheringhay 
Castle in 1587. The beads were taken from Arundel Castle, the 
ancestral home of  the Duke of  Norfolk in south England, during a 
May 21 raid by a gang that climbed through a window and forced 
open a display cabinet, taking gold and silver items together val-
ued at about 1 million pounds ($1.4 million). A May 23 statement 
issued by Arundel Castle Trustees said: “The stolen items have 
significant monetary value, but as unique artifacts of  the Duke of  
Norfolk’s collection, have immeasurably greater and priceless his-
torical importance.” Mary, the mother of  the future King James I 
of  England, was beheaded because she was a threat to the 
Protestant nobility, as many English Catholics, including the Duke 
of  Norfolk, supported her potential accession following the excom-
munication of  Elizabeth by St. Pius V in 1570. 

 

Haitians granted reprieve with  
immigration extension to stay in U.S. 

WASHINGTON — Haitians with a special immigration status 
in the U.S. have been granted an extension so that they can contin-
ue to live and work legally in the country, or apply to do so. On 
May 22, the U.S. Department of  Homeland Security announced it 
was granting a new 18-month extension of  Temporary Protected 
Status to allow Haitian nationals and “individuals without nation-
ality who last resided in Haiti” the opportunity to file an applica-
tion. DHS said Haitians currently residing in the United States as 
of  May 21 can file initial applications for TPS, so long as they meet 
eligibility requirements. TPS grants a work permit and reprieve 
from deportation to certain people whose countries have experi-
enced natural disasters, armed conflicts or exceptional situations 
so they can remain temporarily in the United States. “Haiti is cur-
rently experiencing serious security concerns, social unrest, an 

increase in human rights abuses, crippling poverty, and lack of  
basic resources, which are exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” said DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in a statement 
announcing the extension. “After careful consideration, we deter-
mined that we must do what we can to support Haitian nationals 
in the United States until conditions in Haiti improve so they may 
safely return home,” he said. 

 

Southern Madagascar drought leads to 
starvation; pandemic complicates aid 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa — About 14,000 people in drought-
ravaged southern Madagascar face starvation after exhausting all 
their options to cope, relief  organization representatives said. The 
utter silence of  a room filled with young children “overwhelmed 
me,” said Arduino Mangoni, deputy country director of  the U.N.’s 
World Food Program. He visited a center where severely malnour-
ished people were being treated in the city of  Ambovombe in 
January. The situation has worsened and “I’ve never seen kids in 
the state they are in now” in parts of  the island nation, 250 miles 
off  the coast of  mainland Africa, Mangoni told Catholic News 
Service May 21. About 1.14 million people in the south of  
Madagascar face high levels of  acute food insecurity, the World 
Food Program said in a statement. Of  these, 14,000 are in the catas-
trophe category, and this number is expected to double over the 
next lean season, which begins in October. People are eating cac-
tus leaves and clay they mix with juice from whatever fruit they 
can find, Mangoni said. Tanja Englberger of  Catholic Relief  
Services told CNS that finding food and water “are the things peo-
ple talk about” in southern Madagascar. 

 

Authorities in northern China arrest 
underground bishop, priests 

HONG KONG — Authorities in northern China have arrested a 
Vatican-appointed Catholic bishop, his seven priests and 10 semi-
narians in what is seen as part of  a renewed crackdown on the 
underground Catholic Church in the communist country. 
Ucanews.com reported police arrested 63-year-old Bishop Joseph 
Zhang Weizhu of  Xinxiang May 21, a day after they detained the 
priests and seminarians for allegedly violating the country’s new 
regulations on religious affairs. Chinese authorities have not rec-
ognized Xinxiang Diocese ever since the Vatican erected it in 1946 
during the civil war leading to the Chinese Communist Revolution 
in 1949. Bishop Zhang, appointed by the Vatican, was ordained 
secretly in 1991. His appointment by the Vatican was not approved 
by the state-aligned Bishops’ Conference of  the Catholic Church in 
China and the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, 
ucanews.com reported. China implemented a new set of  rules for 
religious clergy that took effect this May. It asks all clergy to regis-
ter with the state in order to serve Catholics while asking 
Catholics to elect their bishops democratically. 
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