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With this issue the 
Messenger begins its summer 
publication schedule. The 
next Messenger will be dated 

June 18, followed by issues July 2, July 
16, July 30 and Aug. 13. With that 
issue the Messenger will resume its 
weekly schedule through Dec. 17.  

May you and your family have a safe, 
enjoyable and blessed summer! 

 — The Messenger staff

1 June 2021 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and forever! Amen 

The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted all aspects of life — how we work, how we shop, how we  
celebrate with family, even how we gather for worship. How many times this past year have you 

heard people say that they can’t wait until the Covid-19 is just a memory so that we can “get back to normal”? 
Perhaps you have even heard yourself saying it! I know I’ve heard myself say it and I’ve thought it more times  
than I can count. 

Patiently and persistently we have prayed to the Lord that He will see us through this time of trial and illness.  
The Lord hears our pleas. Slowly it seems as though we are now finally on the road to some sense of normalcy,  
some sense of what life was like pre-Covid-19. 

As we move forward, what could be more normal for the Christian than Sunday worship? What could be more  
normal for the Christian Catholic than Sunday Mass? Remember when we had to close our churches to public  
worship? Holy Week 2020 was celebrated in empty churches as was Easter Sunday that year. I know that took  
a toll on many people and Easter 2020 simply was not the same. 

Since for all practical purposes almost all restrictions have been lifted by the Center for Disease Control (CDC)  
as well as by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, it is time that we as Catholics “get back to normal” and once again 
make Sunday Mass a regular part of our lives. 

Therefore, as of Saturday, 12 June 2021 I am lifting the dispensation from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass 
that was granted to all parishioners of the Diocese of Covington. Of course, those who are sick and/or unable to 
attend Mass for a truly legitimate reason, do not need a dispensation. This has always been the case. But as of 
Saturday, 12 June there is no longer a blanket dispensation from attendance at Sunday Mass for Catholics in the 
Diocese of Covington. 

The Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian life.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1324, Lumen 
Gentium, #11). It is the sum and summary of our faith. (CCC #1327) In the Eucharist we not only give glory and  
honor to the Lord but we join our hearts, our minds, and our voices as one community of believers. So many  
people have told me over this past year that while the livestreaming of the Mass was beneficial to them and while 
they were grateful to participate in that way, it simply did not and could not take the place of being together with 
the community of believers in person.  

Hopefully we have learned through our experience of these past 14 months just how important things and people 
we took for granted are to us. Coming together for the celebration of the Eucharist is one of the priorities that we 
have all hopefully come to appreciate and value and desire even more than ever before.  

We look forward to welcoming you back to the community of believers as we join together in praising and  
glorifying our Lord in the Eucharist. Be assured always of my prayers. Please, pray for me. 

Yours devotedly in the Eucharistic Lord, 

  

 

 

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D. 
Bishop of Covington



Laura Keener 
Editor 

On a beautiful Monday morning Bishop Roger Foys cel-
ebrated the annual Memorial Day Mass, May 31, at St. 
Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas. As usual, Mass was held on 
Calvary Hill beneath the large stone crucifix. Special this 
year, Brood X (the 17-year cicadas) provided Cicadian 
chant, adding to the natural landscape and to the praise 
and glory of  God. 

“Today is Memorial Day, it’s a day to remember,” said 
Bishop Foys as he began his homily. “We say that we ought 
to be remembering those who died for us, those who died 
to preserve our freedom, those who died to preserve our 
way of  life. Even though this is a day to remember, I think 

it is pretty safe to say that a large part of  the population in 
this country have forgotten what we are to remember.” 

Drawing on the Gospel passage — the raising of  
Lazarus from the tomb — and the Biblical account of  the 
Last Supper, Bishop Foys elaborated on the importance of  
remembering and how faith is foundational to remember-
ing. 

“Memories are important, remembering people and 
events is important,” Bishop Foys said. “At the Last 
Supper Jesus said to his apostles, ‘Do this in memory of  
me.’ Every time we celebrate Mass we are called to remem-
ber that Last Supper and the words that Jesus spoke to the 
apostles and the message that he had entrusted to them.” 

In the Gospel passage, Bishop Foys said, that Martha 
had “temporarily forgotten 
that Jesus was the Lord,” 
when she chastises Jesus for 
not being there to prevent 
her brother’s death and cau-
tions Jesus not to roll away 
the tomb stone for fear of  a 
stench. 

“She takes him to task for 
not being there when her 
brother died. She forgot what 
he told her, ‘I am the resur-
rection and I am the life,’” 
Bishop Foys said. 

Bishop Foys shared a 
Chinese proverb: as long as 
someone remembers you, 
you will never really be dead. 

“There’s something to 
that,” said Bishop Foys. 
“There’s a connection to 
what went before, what is 
now and what will be — we 
pass on those memories and 
traditions.” 

Also important, Bishop 
Foys, is to remember what so 
many men and women sacri-

ficed their lives for — to preserve our freedoms, especially 
religious freedom. 

“It is important for us to pray for those who gave their 
very lives so that we could be here, so that we can worship, 
so that we could profess and live our faith,” Bishop Foys 
said. “We must not forget. For almost 200 years the state — 
the government — did not encroach on the Church, it 
respected our religious freedom, for which so many have 
died. But in the recent past — not so. Now we have govern-
ments telling us how we can live, what we can do and can’t 
do, even as it pertains to our faith — our beliefs. That’s 
frightening. What will the future be when we lose those 
freedoms? That’s why it is so very important for us to gath-
er and to remember and to pray.” 

As he ended his homily, Bishop Foys said, “As we con-
tinue Mass let us keep in our minds and hearts, first of  all, 
those who gave their very lives so that we might have free-
dom. Let us also remember our family and friends who 
have gone before us, commend them to the Lord, pray for 
them, that one day where they have gone we will follow.” 
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At Memorial Day Mass — remember and pray for  
those who sacrificed their lives for freedom

June 5 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, 
4:30 p.m. 

June 6 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m. 

Blessing and dedication of 
Cathedral Basilica Façade, 
Cathedral Basilica, 2 p.m. 

June 7 
COVID-19 briefing, 9:30 a.m. 

June 8 
Priests Jubilee celebration, 
4:30 p.m. 

June 10 
Diocesan Review Board  
meeting, 10 a.m. 

June 12 
Mass, St. Patrick Parish, 
Maysville, 5:15 p.m. 

June 13 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Jubilarians 
Bishop Roger Foys and the priests of the Diocese of Covington will celebrate 
the Jubilarians from this year (2021) and last (2020) with Solemn Vespers, 
Tuesday, 8 June, 4 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. 

Jubilarians from 2020 are: 

Father John Riesenberg (60 years) 

Father Michael Comer (40 years) 

Father Damian Hils (25 years) 

Jubilarians for 2021 are: 

Father Clarence (Jack) Heitzman (65 years) 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler (60 years) 

Father B. Gerald Witzemann (60 years) 

Father Maurice deLange (50 years) 

Father G. Michael Greer (40 years) 

Father John Sterling (25 years) 

Please join in prayers of thanksgiving for the jubilarians of the Diocese of 
Covington. In upcoming issues of the Messenger each of the 2021 jubilarians 
will be highlighted. The 2020 jubilarians were highlighted last year.

Keener photos

(above left) Bishop Roger Foys celebrates the annual 
Memorial Day Mass, May 31, at St. Stephen Cemetery,  
Ft. Thomas. (above center) Bishop Foys listens as (above 
right) Deacon A. J. Gedney proclaims the Gospel.
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Curated by Father Jordan Hainsey 
In celebration of  the dedication of  St. Mary’s 

Cathedral Basilica façade on Sunday, June 6, two tempo-
rary exhibits entitled “Speaking for Centuries” and 
“Maes: The Builder” will open on the Cathedral campus 
and remain on view through June 30. Additionally, follow-
ing the façade dedication Stephen Enzweiler, Cathedral 
historian, will lead a guided tour of  the Cathedral includ-
ing the newly added statues and tympana. 

 
“Speaking for Centuries” — St. Mary’s Park 

A series of  images and accompanying narrative will 
transform St. Mary’s Park into an outdoor gallery where 
visitors can journey through the construction of  the 
Cathedral Basilica. 

Using archival photos in vivid detail, visitors will be 
able to see the original 1845 Cathedral, the building 
process of  the 1894 Cathedral and façade begun by Bishop 
Camillus Paul Maes, and the 1901 Cathedral interior. 

Visitors will also be able to learn about the impetus for 
the completion of  the façade by Bishop Roger J. Foys and 
the 24 statues and two tympana that now grace the exteri-
or. A series of  images will highlight the design phase and 
work of  the new statues and tympana by Cathedral 
façade statuary artist Neilson Carlin. From gestural 
drawings, to sketches, to the clay model, and finally stone, 
visitors will be able to explore the artist’s creative process 
from start to finish. 

Self-guided tour. St. Mary’s Park is located on Madison 
Ave., Covington, across the street from the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption and is open dawn to dusk. 

 
“Maes: The Builder” — Cathedral Basilica 

Displayed at the Maes Chapel inside the Cathedral 
Basilica, visitors will be able to view a collection of  per-
sonal effects that belonged to Bishop Camillus Paul Maes. 

From vesture, to his pectoral cross, ring and eye glass-
es, the awe-inspiring display will work to bring the cathe-
dral visionary to life. 

Visitors may also view the trowel used at the 
Cathedral’s cornerstone laying ceremony in 1910, and the 
formal wear of  the young trainbearer to Bishop Maes 
worn during liturgical ceremonies. 

For Cathedral hours and liturgy times, visit: covcathe-
dral.com.

For a limited time — exhibits on Cathedral 
campus celebrate façade dedication 

Bishop Maes Surveys Cathedral construction, ca. 1896 
 
(below left) Pectoral Cross and Ring from the Burial of  Bishop Maes, 1915 
 
(below right) Crocheted buttons from the Choir Cassock of  Bishop Maes, 1910 



4  June 4, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Messenger

Isaak A. Issak 
Messenger contributor 

The next year promises to be incredibly unique for the 
Catholic Church. 

On March 19, 2021, the Church celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of  the publication of  Pope Francis’s apostolic 
exhortation “Amoris Laetitia,” on the beauty and joy of  
love in the family. On this same day, Pope Francis launched 
the year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will conclude on 
June 26, 2022, at the 10th World Meeting of  Families in 
Rome. The Holy Father himself  will be present to pray, lis-
ten and speak with Catholic families from around the 
world. 

What makes this Year of  the Family unique is that 
Catholics worldwide are invited to participate and learn 
what the Church believes and teaches. Our Holy Father 
and our bishop encourage families to study what the 
Church believes — the Creed; what the Church celebrates 
— the sacraments; and what the Church lives — the moral 
life and the prayer life of  Jesus Christ. 

It is an opportunity for every Catholic family member 
to turn towards Jesus Christ, to encounter him in the 
sacraments, especially in the sacraments of  penance and 
the Eucharist. Catholics are encouraged to study and 
reflect on Scripture passages, especially those words that 
came from the divine mouth of  Jesus, so that they deepen 
their relationship with him. For example, my wife and I 
pray Lectio Divina every evening after dinner. At this time, 
our television and mobile devices are turned off  for two 
hours. We read passages from Scripture, especially the 
Sunday readings, and meditate on them. We then ask each 
other questions for deeper reflection or clarification. 

One evening I was reading from Matthew 4:4: “People 
do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
forth from the mouth of  God.” My wife immediately asked, 
“What does this mean?” I responded with a question, 
“Who is Jesus for you?” She said, “He is the Word of  God.” 
I said, “Yes, He is the Word of  God made flesh.” In other 
words, Jesus is saying that without me, you cannot be sus-
tained by perishable bread alone; families need me in their 
everyday lives. Without me they can do nothing (John 
15:5). 

The fullness of  salvation is found in the Catholic 
Church. There are important tenets of  faith that Catholic 
families should discuss at home to fully understand what 

the Catholic Church believes and professes at every Mass 
to deepen our love of  God. 

In the late 90s, I was in Chicago, Illinois, teaching high 
school religious education in parishes served by the 
Comboni Missionaries. One evening, as I read from 1 John 
4:4, the passage says, “He who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world.” 

I asked my students, “Who knows the meaning of  the 
passage?” One of  the students said, “It is about the Holy 
Spirit.” I asked, “How did you know about this?” He 
replied, “I sometimes attend services at a Protestant 

church with my mom, and they speak about this passage 
all the time. However, whenever I go with my dad to a 
Catholic church, they do not say anything about the Holy 
Spirit. So, there is no Holy Spirit in the Catholic Church?” 
I asked, “Do you know what the Catholic Church believes 
and teaches on the Holy Spirit or the Trinity?” He said, 
“No.” 

I explained that if  you are a baptized Catholic, you 
received the Holy Spirit at your baptism. If  you get con-
firmed, then you have been sealed with the gifts of  the 
Holy Spirit. As a Catholic, when you receive the Precious 
Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ (Eucharist), God is living 
inside you. God means the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), 
and the Holy Spirit. When you receive Jesus in the holy 
Eucharist, you received the Holy Trinity; they are one in 
their divinity, in their will and in their authority. 

He said that was “cool.” 
Yes, indeed, it is really cool to know the Catholic Faith. 

That is why all need to study it. Knowing your faith doesn’t 

just happen like that. You have to work hard at it like we do 
for everything else. I remember one evening entering a 
deep conversation with my students on the sacraments. 
One young man asked, what happens if  an unbaptized per-
son receives the Eucharist? If  an unbaptized person 
receives the Eucharist, they are receiving only the exterior 
ritual (sacramentum tantum) and not receiving the sancti-
fying grace of  the Eucharist (res tantum) because they 
have not yet received the grace of  baptism. The same is 
true for those in a state of  sin who receive the Eucharist. 

My students were excited to hear about these things of  

our faith. They were hungry for their faith. They did not 
want to be cut off  from the day-to-day actual graces of  the 
Holy Spirit and the sanctifying/habitual grace they 
receive from the sacraments. 

These are especially important things of  our faith that 
families need to have conversations about, especially with 
children, at home. We must know our faith so that no one 
deceives us about it. Family is the foundation of  faith. 
Knowledge of  our Catholic faith is the foundation to build 
upon with others. If  families want to live a life of  God — a 
life of  holiness and grace — they need to immerse them-
selves in the life of  the sacraments, they need to commit to 
studying them and appreciate having them. 

Several special initiatives are being planned in our dio-
cese for the Year of  the Family. To find out more, visit 
www.covdio.org/family. 

Isaak A. Isaak is co-director of  the Office of  Catechesis 
and Evangelization.

Family life with Christ — get ready for an exciting year

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading 
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls 
Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,  
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562      Excellence Since 1979
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Prayer is not a magic wand or a way 
to ask God to be at one’s service, Pope Francis said. 

Prayer is a humble dialogue with God to grow spiritual-
ly and discover his will 
for the world, the pope 
said May 26 during his 
weekly general audi-
ence. 

“In prayer, it is God 
who must convert us, 
not we who must con-
vert God,” he said. 

The audience was 
held in the San Damaso 
Courtyard of  the 
Apostolic Palace, where 
attendees were obliged 
to wear masks, but 
many ignored social dis-
tancing rules as they 
crowded along the bar-
ricades to greet and 
speak with Pope 
Francis. 

The pope, who had 
taken off  his mask, 
spoke at length with 
people, blessing them or 
objects they had 
brought, drinking maté, 
swapping zucchettos 
and signing books. 

One of  the many peo-
ple the pope spoke with 
was Belarus-born Lidia 
Maksymowicz, 80, who 
spent three years at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp after she was sent there when she was 
2 years old. The pope kissed the prisoner number tattooed 
on her left arm and the two embraced. 

In his main audience talk, the pope continued his series 
on prayer by looking at how people can be certain God real-
ly listens to their prayers. 

“Sometimes our prayers seem to go unheard, what we 
have asked for — for ourselves or for others — is not ful-

filled,” he said. 
“Why does he not respond to our requests?” the pope 

asked. 
The Catechism of  the Catholic Church (2735) asks peo-

ple to think more deeply about why they demand to see the 

results of  their petitions: “What is the image of  God that 
motivates our prayer: an instrument to be used? or the 
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ?” it says. 

The pope said this passage warns people to avoid “the 
risk of  not living an authentic experience of  faith, but of  
transforming the relationship with God into something 
magical.” 

“Prayer is not a magic wand,” he said. “It is a dialogue 

with the Lord. Indeed, when we pray, we can give in to the 
risk of  not being the ones to serve God, but of  expecting 
him to serve us.” 

“When we pray, we need to be humble” and believe 
“that God will give me what is right to give. He knows,” the 

pope said. 
People sometimes pray for the wrong 

reasons, keen to make sure God is with 
them, he said, “but few bother to check 
whether they are actually with God.” 

People need to pray God transforms 
their heart and to ask the right questions 
to discover what is best for their spiritu-
al health, Pope Francis said. 

However, what about when the prayer 
request is worthy and charitable, like for 
the end of  a war that does not cease, or 
“when people pray with a sincere heart, 
when they ask for things that corre-
spond to the Kingdom of  God,” like 
when a mother prays for her sick child, 
the pope said. “Why does it sometimes 
seem that God does not listen?” 

Looking at the Gospels, Jesus heals 
many people, either responding to their 
pleas immediately or much later, the 
pope said. 

Over time, people may see that some 
things do work out, “but in God’s way, 
the divine way, not according to what we 
wanted at that moment. God’s time is not 
our time,” he said. 

“Evil is lord of  the penultimate day,” 
he said, “the moment when the night is 
darkest, just before the dawn” when it is 
so tempting to believe the devil has won. 

But, the pope said, “the evil one is 
never lord of  the last day. God is the Lord 
of  the last day. Because that belongs to 
God alone, and it is the day when all 

human longings for salvation will be fulfilled.” 
“Let us learn this humble patience, to await the Lord’s 

grace, to await the final day,” when God solves everything, 
he said. 

And may people pray that the Lord give them real faith, 
he said, because Jesus said faith moves mountains, and 
Jesus “feels special tenderness before that faith and he lis-
tens.”

Darkness does not mean devil has won, pope says at audience

Mark Schroer MD, LLC 
Internal Medicine 

17 East Sixth Street 
Newport KY 41071 
(859) 431-8285 
(859) 441-0752

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis kisses the Nazi concentration camp number tattooed on the arm of  Lidia Maksymowicz, 80, who 
spent three years at the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp, during his general audience in the San Damaso Courtyard of  
the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican May 26, 2021.
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COMMENTARY

Losing the song in the singer
Often when listening to someone singing live or on tel-

evision, I close my eyes to try to hear the song so as not to 
let the singer’s performance get in the way of  the song. A 

song can be lost in its per-
formance; indeed, the per-
formance can take over so 
that the song is replaced by 
the singer. 

When anyone is per-
forming live, be it on a 
stage, in a classroom, at a 
podium or in a pulpit, 
there will always be some 
combination of  three 
things. The speaker will be 
trying to impress others 
with his talent; he will be 
trying to get a message 
across; and (consciously or 

unconsciously) he will be trying to channel something 
true, good and beautiful for its own sake. Metaphorically, 
he will be making love to himself, making love to the 
audience, and making love to the song. 

It is the third component, making love to the song, 
which makes for great art, great rhetoric, great teaching, 
and great preaching. Greatness sets itself  apart here 
because what comes through is “the song” rather than 
the singer, the message rather than the messenger, and 
the performer’s empathy rather than his ego. The audi-
ence then is drawn to the song rather than to the singer. 
Good singers draw people to the music rather than to 
themselves; good teachers draw students to truth and 
learning rather than to themselves; good artists draw peo-

ple to beauty rather than to adulation, and good preach-
ers draw their congregations to God rather than to praise 
of  themselves. 

Admittedly, this isn’t easy to do. We are all human, so is 
our audience. No audience respects you unless you do 
show some talent, creativity and intelligence. There’s 
always an unspoken pressure on the singer, the speaker, 
the teacher and the preacher — both from within and 
from without. From within: I don’t want to disappoint. I 
don’t want to look bad. I need to stand out. I need to show 
them something special. From without, from the audi-
ence: What have you got? Show us something. Are you 
worth my attention?  Are you bright? Are you boring? 
Only the most mature person can be free of  these pres-
sures. Thus, the song easily gets lost in the singer, the 
message in the messenger, the teaching in the teacher, and 
the message of  God in the personality of  the preacher. 

As a teacher, preacher and writer, I admit my own long 
struggle with this. When you first start teaching, you had 
better impress your students or you won’t have their 
attention or respect for long. The same with preaching. 
The congregation is always sizing you up, and you had 
better measure up or no one will be listening to you. 
Moreover, unless you have an exceptionally strong self-
image, you will be a perennial prisoner of  your own inse-
curities. Nobody wants to look bad, stupid, uninformed, 
or come across as talentless. Everyone wants to look 
good. 

Moreover, not least, there is still your ego (and its 
power can never be underestimated). It wants to draw the 
attention and the admiration to itself  rather than to what 
is true, good, and beautiful. There is always the tempta-
tion for the messenger to be more concerned about 

impressing others than about having the message come 
through in purity and truth. The subtle, but powerful, 
temptation inside every singer, teacher, speaker, preacher, 
or writer is to draw people to themselves rather than to 
the truth and beauty they are trying to channel. 

I struggle with this in every class I teach, every article 
or book I write, and every time I preside at liturgy. 
Nevertheless, I make no apologies for this. It is the innate 
struggle in all creative effort. Are we trying to draw peo-
ple to ourselves, or are we trying to draw them to truth, to 
beauty, to God? 

When I teach a class, how much of  my preparation 
and energy is motivated by a genuine concern for the stu-
dents and how much is motivated by my need to look 
good, to impress, to have a reputation as a good teacher? 
When I write an article or a book, am I really trying to 
bring insight and understanding to others or am I think-
ing of  my status as a writer? When I preside at Mass and 
preach is my real motivation to channel a sacred ritual in 
a manner that my own personality doesn’t get in the way? 
Is it to lead people into community with each other and to 
decrease myself  so Christ can increase?  

There is no simple answer to those questions because 
there can’t be.  Our motivation is always less than fully 
pure. Moreover, we are not meant to be univocal robots 
without personalities. Our unique personalities and tal-
ents were given by God precisely as gifts to be used for 
others. Still, there’s a clear warning sign. When the focus 
of  the audience is more on our personalities than on the 
song, we are probably making love more to ourselves and 
our admirers than to the song. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 
and award-winning author.
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Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Sports give ‘opportunities to encounter God’
Sports are one of  the greatest instruments for the devel-

opment of  the whole person. And never has there been 
more resources available for the holistic development of  

the athlete. It is imperative 
that stakeholders involved 
in sports and other forms of  
physical activity recognize, 
and are intentional about 
developing, the physical, 
mental, emotional and spir-
itual domains. 

The physical aspect of  
athlete development has his-
torically been the most obvi-
ous one. Scripture tells us 
that even God is playful. (cf. 
Prov 8:1-4) From a young 
person running around in 
an informal setting like a 

playground to a professional athlete who has reached a mas-
tery level, play — and the fun that results from it — should 
be at the forefront of  one’s physical development.   

In current sporting environments, coaches are becom-
ing more specialized at more advanced levels. Yes, the 
influence of  the traditional coach will continue to be of  
utmost significance to an athlete. But now we have skills 
trainers, nutritionists and more advanced strength and 
conditioning coaches. 

Add in advanced medical practices and you can see why 
athletes like Stephen Curry, Simone Biles, and Tom Brady 
are so good at what they do. I could make an argument that 
those three active athletes are the greatest at a particular 
skill we have ever seen (Curry) or the greatest to ever play 
their sport (Biles and Brady). Most of  their success should 
be attributed to those individual athletes but acclaim 
should also be given to science and the people around the 
athlete. 

While the physical aspect of  the game has always been 
integral, only in recent decades has the importance of  the 
mental approach been magnified. Mental skills coaches 
and mental skill preparation continue to evolve. There is 
evidence suggesting that mental skill preparation, includ-
ing mindfulness techniques, contribute positively to the 
athletic performance of  athletes, particularly at more 
advanced levels. Mindfulness expert George Mumford had 
great success preparing legendary NBA coach Phil 
Jackson and his greatest stars, Michael Jordan and Kobe 
Bryant. 

Technology has also contributed to enhance the mental 
performance of  athletes. Whether it is better equipment 
(think golf  clubs), software allowing better visualization, 
or data tracking tools, technology has improved mental 
performance. In addition, mental health awareness is also 
essential to the well-being of  the athlete and stigmas sur-
rounding mental health conditions have decreased. 
Whether it is one of  the greatest Olympic athletes of  all 
time, Michael Phelps, or NBA star Kevin Love, it is no 
longer taboo to acknowledge one’s mental health chal-
lenges. 

Athletes are provided more support in both resources 
and by society at large when it comes to their emotional 
well-being. We have seen many athletes utilize their plat-
forms to speak about injustices in the world. The WNBA 
and NBA have also been great examples of  emotional sup-
port. During the height of  the racial unrest in the summer 
of  2020, the leagues granted the players the respect of  post-
poning games because of  the emotional toll both the 
unrest and their containment in their “bubbles” during 
the COVID-19 pandemic took on the players. 

In addition, there are greater resources for parents to 
be educated on how to be supportive in their children’s 
athletic endeavors, which should lead to better parent-ath-
lete relationships. I have read, and preached, many times 
the importance of  maintaining a positive conversation 

during the car ride home. 
Many sports leagues and teams fail to promote and take 

advantage of  the spiritual dimension that sports can pro-
vide. One college basketball program that has integrated 
spirituality into their program and it has contributed to 
their on-court success is the Indiana Wesleyan University 
basketball program. IWU has dominated NAIA Division 2 
in recent years, much like a Duke or a Kentucky has domi-
nated NCAA Division 1. Their program has thrived with 
their culture of  “I am third.” Jesus is first and others are 
second in the IWU program that won three national cham-
pionships between 2014 and 2018. 

The communal component of  a sports team is at the 
heart of  the spiritual dimension of  the athlete experience. 
If  there is one lesson we learned from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it is that we need each other. Athletes have the 
opportunity to gain humility, collaboration, leadership, 
and followership skills when playing on a team. There is 
great joy in play. And where there is joy, there is God. 

Sports provide us opportunities to encounter God, espe-
cially in our relationships with teammates and coaches. 
We can even find it in competition and with our opponents. 
We can find God in athletic spaces like a backyard basket-
ball goal (like I did), a golf  course, and even a 100,000-seat 
stadium. 

St. John Paul II summed up the physical, mental, emo-
tional and spiritually of  athletics quite beautifully: “Sport 
is an activity that involves more than the movement of  the 
body; it demands the use of  intelligence and the disciplin-
ing of  the will. It reveals, in other words, the wonderful 
structure of  the human person created by God as a spiritu-
al being, a unity of  body and spirit.” 

Rich Hoyt is an assistant professor at the University of  
Cincinnati, a parishioner at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, 
and a longtime youth and high school coach. He is the lead 
trainer for the Play Like A Champion Today program in the 
Diocese of  Covington. 

Rich Hoyt

VIEWPOINT
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COMMENTARY

The pandemic and my three families
Living through this pandemic has helped me to appre-

ciate more deeply my family of  origin, my religious fami-
ly, the Sisters of  Notre Dame and my global family. 

I come from a large extended family. They mean a lot 
to me, and I have always prayed for them every day. My 

prayers for them became 
more intense during the 
pandemic, especially since 
I have a great-niece and 
great-nephew who are 
nurses, and a niece who 
works in a doctor’s office. 

A cousin contracted COVID. He had to be hospitalized 
and was on a ventilator for a number of  days. That 
brought the pandemic closer. It wasn’t just something I 
read about in the paper or heard in the news. 

One of  the hardest aspects of  the pandemic was not 
being able to celebrate holidays with my family. 
FaceTime helped with Thanksgiving, however. I had the 
chance to speak with everyone at the family dinner table. 

Then came Christmas. I could not go home, but my 
family was determined to bring HOME to me in so many 
ways: Uncle Glen’s homemade wine, Eloise’s Bees honey, 
produced in California, Ky., homemade cookies, personal 
items, and much more. Persons who brought gifts had to 
wear masks, of  course, and just hand the gifts to 
whomever answered the convent door. I wrote thank-you 
notes, but only God knows how much I love and appreci-
ate my family. 

On August 29, 2020, the baptism of  my great-great-
niece, Sylvia Francine Harris, and my great-great-
nephew, Arlo Henry Boesch, took place at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church, my home parish. I could not attend because 
of  COVID. As I followed the ceremony on Facebook, I was 
filled with renewed love and thanksgiving for how the 
faith is being lived out in our family. 

My appreciation for my religious family grew tremen-
dously during the pandemic. Our sisters in Lourdes Hall, 
our health care center, had to be quarantined several 
times because of  testing positive for the virus. One of  the 
longer periods was Nov. 24–Dec. 24. The rest of  us wanted 
to assure the quarantined sisters that they were not for-
gotten, so we signed up to take turns writing notes to 
them. We tried our best to be creative. 

Among our sisters are some very good seamstresses. 
They made masks for us, our families and institutions. 
The type of  mask that was encouraged changed during 
the pandemic. Our head nurse kept us informed, and our 
seamstresses made the adjustments. Another much 
appreciated task of  our head nurse was visiting us to let 
us know how the individual sisters in Lourdes Hall were 
doing. 

Some of  our sisters went home to their heavenly 
reward during this time. Our nurses and aides went over 
and above to prepare them and keep them comfortable. 
An incident close to my heart is the night when two 
health care workers went into the room of  a dying sister. 

Virtues shared by foster father of JesusThe truth of  
the Real Presence As Father’s Day 2021 nears, we can reflect on what St. 

Joseph offers men as way of  a model. Where to begin, 
first let me share my passion. 

Joseph being the foster father of  Jesus, took the role of  
nurturing, protecting and 
caring for Jesus seriously 
— stepping up for a child 
not his own but treating 
him as such. Pope Francis 
says, “fathers are not born 
but made. A man does not 
become a father simply by 
bringing a child into the 
world, but by taking up the 
responsibility to care for 
that child.” 

I challenge all fathers to 
make a commitment to be 
the best you can be. With 
St. Joseph’s intercession, I 
pray for more men to step 

up to become foster and adoptive fathers for abused and 
neglected orphans in our community.  

What then does it take to be a great man and father? 
What does it take to consider God’s special calling for fos-
ter or adoptive parenthood? We can take a deeper look at 
some of  these virtues.  

St. Joseph was a man of  great faith, trust, prayer and 
action. He followed the Jewish law, listened to God speak 
to him through the visits of  angels. Directing him first to 
take Mary as his wife and to name Jesus. The second visit 
gave a message for action — flee to Egypt and save Jesus 
from Herod’s evil wrath. The third visit instructed him to 
again “take action” in returning to the Holy Land. A 
fourth directed his return on which path to follow. 

Joseph trusted God because he had a relationship with 
God, which comes only through prayer. So, we know he 
was a man of  prayer to be open to these angelic mes-
sages, or he would not have recognized God’s calling. 
Likely we will not experience angelic visits, however we 
are all called by God for some purpose — do we pray, lis-
ten, and act?  

Joseph had to be courageous. Pope Francis referred to 
Joseph as having a courageous heart, being “creatively 
courageous” in his apostolic letter, “Patris Corde” — 
“With a Father’s Heart,” when declaring the year of  St. 
Joseph honoring the 150th anniversary of  Blessed Pius 
IX declaring St. Joseph Patron of  the Universal Church. 
Courage was required when Joseph went to Egypt with a 

different language, wondering how he would communi-
cate, find housing and support his family. That takes 
courageous faith and trust in God. Let us gather the 
courage to be good fathers, and possibly foster/adoptive 
fathers. 

Does a father need to be a man of  self-sacrifice? Joseph 
was; he let his vocation of  fatherhood be more important 
than his career. He left his job, his contacts and possibly 
many of  his tools and workshop to lead the Holy Family 
out of  danger. He gave everything for his family. Fathers 
today need to sacrifice some of  their boyhood desires, 
and past times but can still use these interests to share 
and spend time with their children. Maturing and letting 
go of  some things that cause vice over virtue. 

Joseph was a man of  humility and patience, not seek-
ing his own attention but always focusing the best inter-
est of  Mary and Jesus. He enjoyed time with his family, 
accepting God’s will not always knowing how long or nec-
essarily the reasons. He reaped the benefits of  holding 
Jesus, watching him play, grow and learn. He was blessed 
to have Mary and Jesus tend him on his deathbed. Let us 
pray for such consolation.  

How did Joseph exemplify his love? He offered chaste 
love in his marriage to Mary, a precondition of  love 
because it keeps eros selfless rather than selfish, loving 
rather than lustful. He devoted everything to his family. 

Joseph was a man of  work and protective over Jesus 
and Mary. He was more than a wood carpenter, a type of  
tradesman and likely a builder with stone too. He worked 
hard, giving honor to good honest labor. Good fathers pro-
vide for their families and take pride in their ethical 
work. Good fathers take action to protect them from all 
danger, including negative cultural intrusions, tempta-
tions and ungodly things of  the world.  

The name Joseph means to “increase.” We can 
increase in these character virtues. I challenge the men 
of  the diocese to prayerfully consider becoming a mentor, 
a foster or adoptive father. If  you discern that is not your 
calling, maybe you can work with DCCH and the Pro-Life 
Office to support other men and families who are called 
to this pro-life role. Could you be the ambassador in your 
parish representing the St. Joseph Ministry? Could you 
commit to pray daily for all foster/adoptive families and 
help spread the word of  the need? 

But for sure, all can strive to become the best man or 
woman St. Joseph models for us! 

Ronald M. Bertsch is director of  Therapeutic Foster 
Care/Adoption for the DCCH Center for Children and 
Families, Ft. Mitchell.

The readings for the Solemnity of  the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of  Christ — Cycle B — are: Exodus 
24:3-8; Hebrews 9:11-15 and Mark 14:12-16, 22-26. 

Throughout the world on this second Sunday after 
Pentecost, Catholics of  every nation are gathering to wor-

ship the Almighty — to 
come together in commu-
nity and to feed upon a 
simple host. This weekend 
we celebrate the 
Solemnity of  the Most 
Holy Body and Blood of  
Christ (Corpus Christi), 
though we commemorate 
this reality every day. We 
rejoice in this core teach-
ing of  the Church that, 
veiled under the appear-
ance of  bread and wine is 
— in fact — the body, 
blood, soul and divinity of  
Jesus Christ, who is the 

Second Person of  the Most Holy Trinity; God made man 
and Savior of  the world. 

I struggled with using the word “we” in the previous 
sentence. In a 2019 Pew Research Center survey, of  those 
who self-identify themselves as Catholics, only 31 percent 
profess the faith of  the Church when it comes to the dog-
matic teach of  the Real Presence. The rest recognize the 
bread and the wine as “symbols” of  the body and blood of  
Jesus Christ. 

This is a problem! 
In the Gospel today from St. Mark, we hear Jesus say 

explicitly to his apostles: “Take it; this is my body;” and 
again, “This is my blood….” Even using the four differ-
ent ways in which the Church teaches the faithful how to 
read Sacred Scripture — 1. Literally, 2. Allegorically, 3. 
Morally, 4. Anagogically — I personally don’t see how 
Jesus can be interpreted as suggesting he is speaking 
symbolically. Maybe I’m missing something. Let’s look to 
the past: 

Around the year 155 A.D., St. Justin, known as the 
martyr, wrote in his “First Apology” the following: “For 
not as common bread and common drink do we receive 
these; but in like manner as Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
having been made flesh by the Word of  God, had both 
flesh and blood for our salvation, so likewise have we 
been taught that the food which is blessed by the prayer 
of  His word, and from which our blood and flesh by 
transmutation are nourished, is the flesh and blood of  
that Jesus who was made flesh.” (First Apology, 66) 

St. Justin was living during a period of  time known as 
the Pax Romana. It was a time of  great peace and tran-
quility and tolerance across the Roman Empire. In fact, 
the Roman Empire was very tolerant of  many religions 
and sects. It was during this time that Justin was put to 
death for being a Christian. One should ask the question, 
why? Simply put, he and other Christians were upsetting 
the Pax Romana by claiming to consume the flesh and 
blood of  Jesus. 

Their accusers claimed they were cannibals. Never 
once in their defense did Justin or his companions 
attempt to correct their accusers by insisting their belief  
was “symbolic.” Why not? Because from the very begin-
ning, the followers of  Jesus Christ understood (even if  
not completely) that the Holy Communion they received 
was Jesus, just as he said in the Gospels. 

A century or so later, in the mid 300s A.D., the arch-
bishop of  Jerusalem, St. Cyril taught the faith to the 
newly baptized saying: “Trust not the judgment to thy 
bodily palate no, but to faith unfaltering; for they who 
taste are bidden to taste, not bread and wine, but the anti-
typical Body and Blood of  Christ. In approaching there-
fore, come not with thy wrists extended, or thy fingers 
spread; but make thy left hand a throne for the right, as 
for that which is to receive a King. And having hollowed 
thy palm, receive the Body of  Christ, saying over it, 
Amen. So then after having carefully hallowed thine eyes 
by the touch of  the Holy Body, partake of  it; giving heed 

Father Daniel Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

(Continued on page 19)(Continued on page 19)

Ronald M. Bertsch

VIEWPOINT

Sister Mary Bonita 
Schack, S.N.D.

GUEST
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Messenger staff  report 
Each year the Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization 

recognizes exemplary parish and school catechists. 
Catechists are nominated by their pastors, principals, 
parish or school leaders or colleagues. This year the in-per-
son celebration has been suspended. Catechists were per-
sonally notified in May of  the recognition. Here are this 
year’s awardees. 

 
Catechetical Leadership Award 

Steven Fischer — 
St. Joseph Parish, 
Cold Spring 

Steven Fischer is 
the coordinator of  
Religious Education 
at St. Joseph Parish, 
Cold Spring, and has 
been a lifelong mem-
ber of  the parish. 
Mr. Fischer builds a 
meaningful pro-
gram for the youth 
by building partner-
ships between the 
parish and parents 
and he isn’t afraid to 
try new things. He 
created a PSR web-
site, so that those 
who are interested 
in the program can 
find the information 
they need — either 
to enroll children or 
volunteer with the 

program. Due to his longevity, he knows what makes a 
project successful. School personnel often turn to him for 
direction. He also enjoys a good working relationship with 
the Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization. His pastor is 
sometimes amazed at how available Steven makes himself, 
especially considering that he lives in Independence. His 
wife, Kari, is the same. They are an exemplary married 
team and a pastor’s dream come true. His love for the 
Church is very evident and he has an incredibly peaceful 
demeanor. He projects calmness, though he may say he is 
not always calm. His pastor believes this comes from his 
deep faith in Jesus Christ and an active prayer life. All 
these attributes combine to make Steven a wonderful ser-
vant of  the Lord for St. Joseph Parish. 

 
Tina Klare –St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs 

Tina Weidner Klare is a product of  diocesan schools, 
attending St. Pius X 
School, Edgewood, 
Villa Madonna 
Academy high 
school and Thomas 
More University. In 
fall 2000 she 
answered God’s call 
in becoming the 
youth minister at St. 
Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs, 
which was also her 
parish. Working 
with youth is and 
will always be dear 
to her heart. She 
accepted her cur-
rent role as coordi-
nator of  Religious 
Education after the 
retirement of  her 
friend and mentor 
Bonnie Kovacic. 
Mrs. Klare’s minis-
terial career has 

been surrounded by supportive pastors, co-workers and 
volunteers in both the parish and diocesan level. She has 
also been abundantly blessed with three children, Joey 
(Rohan), Jacob, Sarah (Mark) Nie and a new granddaugh-
ter. 

 
Outstanding High School Catechists 

Benedictine Sister Eileen O’Connell 
Sister Eileen O’Connell is a lifelong member of  the 

Diocese of  Covington. After attending Blessed Sacrament 
School, Ft. Mitchell, 
and Villa Madonna 
Academy High 
School, her love of  
the Benedictine 
Sisters was solidi-
fied. After graduat-
ing from NKU with 
a degree in market-
ing she felt called to 
religious life and 
joined the 
Benedictine Sisters 
of  St. Walburg 
Monastery in 1991. 
While pursuing her 
master’s in theolo-
gy from St. John’s 
University in 
C o l l e g e v i l l e , 
Minnesota in 1994, 
she began as cam-
pus minister at 
Villa Madonna 
Academy. At VMA, 
Sister Eileen has 

been instrumental in the welcoming of  students of  all 
faiths to Villa. Her classes embrace those students as she 
shares with them the tenets of  our faith. Villa has a culture 
rich in students of  all religions, especially its international 
students from China, and all are welcomed in the spirit of  
Jesus. Religion class with Sister Eileen is an active class 
and an opportunity for many teachers to collaborate as a 
team. The art teacher works with Sister Eileen’s students 
as they create Benedictine stained glass windows. The 
English teachers work with Sister Eileen as the students 
write original prayers. The music teacher works with 
Sister Eileen as students learn Gregorian chants. 
Sister Eileen is a hands-on person, one who is on the front-
lines of  work to be done. She inspires others to be their 
best. She encourages students to stretch outside their com-
fort zone and try something new. She teaches the students 
to celebrate their faith, to work for social justice, and to 
forge a new path of  faithfulness. She is a person of  integri-
ty and fairness. She “listens with the ear of  the heart” and 
invites students to do the same. Her sense of  humor is 
heartwarming, and her love of  God and neighbor inspires 
hope in all who meet her. 

 
Outstanding Elementary School 

Catechists 

Emily Scheper — St. Agnes, Ft. Wright, and  
St. Henry, Elsmere 

Emily Scheper was born and raised in Northern Ky., a 
lifelong member of  St. Henry Parish, Elsmere. She attend-
ed St. Henry School and St. Henry District High School. 
She received an undergraduate degree from Western 
Kentucky University and a master’s degree in education 
from Thomas More University. Ms. Scheper attended the 
2013 World Youth Day event in Brazil with other Catholic 
students from WKU. Two of  her mentors later joined a reli-
gious order in Spain where she has been able to visit them 
at their convent. They continue to be great mentors 
throughout her faith formation and have guest appear-
ances in her classroom. Her experience as a catechist 
began in 2014 when she taught a CCD class at St. Henry. 
She then became a first-grade teacher at St. Agnes, Ft. 
Wright, for five years, and also helped with CCD — religion 

was her favorite 
subject. This past 
school year she 
began teaching mid-
dle school religion 
at St. Henry and 
returned as a volun-
teer for the parish 
CCD program. “I 
consider it a calling, 
as I never imagined 
myself  teaching 
Religion full time 
until this year and 
it has turned out to 
be very fulfilling 
and rewarding,” 
Ms. Scheper 
said. “The students 
challenge me daily 
and I love growing 
in faith along with 
them. I am dedicat-
ed to giving stu-
dents a connection 
with God that goes 

further than the textbook. The guidance of  the Holy Spirit 
has been very helpful when planning lessons and leading 
discussions. I feel blessed to be receiving this award.” 

 
Kathy Wuestefeld — St. Cecilia School, Independence 

Kathy Wuestefeld received both her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Northern Kentucky University. She is in 
her 36th year as an educator. She has taught third-, fourth-
, fifth- and sixth-grade students for a combined total of  30 

years at St. Agnes 
School, Ft. Wright; 
St. Joseph School, 
Cold Spring; and 
Blessed Sacrament 
School, Ft. Mitchell. 
She has loved every 
moment of  teaching 
in all three schools. 
In the fall of  2016, 
after teaching pre-
school at Chapman 
Child Development 
Center for 
C o v i n g t o n 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Schools, Mrs. 
Wuestefeld joined 
the faculty at St. 
Cecilia School, 
Independence, and 
quickly realized 
that she had 
reached the teach-
ing position God 
was guiding her 

toward. Mrs. Wuestefeld is back in Catholic elementary 
education where her heart belongs, and feels blessed to 
have found another wonderful Catholic School to share her 
faith and talents. She and her husband Tom will celebrate 
their 33rd anniversary on Aug. 1. They are members of  
Mary, Queen of  Heaven Parish, Erlanger. Mrs. 
Wuestefeld’s children, her sons-in-law, and her grandchil-
dren are the joys of  her life, and they always help her 
remember how important each of  her students is to his or 
her parents. 

 
Outstanding Parish Catechists 

Yvonne Dahms — St. Joseph Parish, Crescent 
Springs 

Yvonne Dahms has been involved in the Parish 
Religious Education Program (PREP) at St. Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs, for over 35 years. Raising 10 children 
after her husband’s death and working full time at St. 
Charles Nursing Community, Mrs. Dahms always made 
time to volunteer at her parish, particularly with P.R.E.P. 
She has taught various age levels throughout the years, 
recently seventh grade. She teaches Theology of  the Body 
during the first semester, a program she has dearly 

Annual catechists awards recognizes  
exemplary parish and school catechists

Steven Fischer Sister Eileen O’Connell, O.S.B.

Emily Scheper

Kathy Wuestefeld

Tina Klare
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embraced. Mrs. 
Dahms is a staple of  
the program and a 
model of  commit-
ment and persever-
ance. She always 
teaches with a gen-
tle touch speaking 
quietly to the stu-
dents and constant-
ly reminds them of  
God’s love. Mrs. 
Dahms’ kind and 
loving attitude 
towards her stu-
dents, always 
encourages them 
and makes a lasting 
impression. If  you 
need prayers or an 
understanding lis-
tener, she is the go-
to person. “There 
have been so many 
blessings from God 
in my life,” said 

Mrs. Dahms. “I am proud to be the mother of  10 children 
and I am also the oldest of  13 children raised in a home 
where the love of  God was always lovingly taught. This is 
how my love of  teaching came about … along with 12 years 
of  education from the Benedictine Sisters. God has always 
blessed me with DRE’s and fellow catechists who were 
very dedicated to the students. I learned a lot from them. … 
I encourage anyone who has felt called to take a leap of  
faith to teach and find out why Jesus was quoted in the 
bible saying, ‘Let the little children come to me.’ They are 
precious gifts from God!” 

 
Marla Humphrey — St. Timothy Parish, Union 

Marla Humphrey is a cradle Catholic blessed to grow 
up immersed in the faith. Her extended family, parish life 

and Catholic educa-
tion taught her the 
beauty of  the faith 
and how to live it, 
which urged her 
from a young age to 
share in many ways 
the gift of  faith with 
others. When her 
child began reli-
gious education 26 
years ago, Mrs. 
Humphrey began 
volunteering as a 
parish catechist. 
Since moving to 
Northern Ky. 16 
years ago Mrs. 
Humphrey has been 
teaching the RCIA 
class at St Timothy 
Parish, Union and is 
grateful for the edu-
cational opportuni-
ties offered by the 
diocesan Office of  
Catechesis and 

Evangelization. She and her husband, Clint, are empty 
nesters who give thanks to God that they are again able to 
visit their two adult children and spouses in Boston. Mrs. 
Humphrey said that she is also very blessed and gives 
thanks to God for the opportunity to “borrow” children 
each year with whom to share the joy of  faith and God’s 
endless love, while assisting them to prepare for their 
sacraments and to join the Church. 

 
Outstanding Youth Ministers 

Noah Shaefer — St. Catherine of  Siena, Ft. Thomas 
Noah Shaefer is a parishioner of  St. Catherine of  Siena 

Parish, Ft. Thomas. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from the University of  Cincinnati 
and currently works as a product design engineer at R.A 
Jones Company. Mr. Shaefer has been involved with youth 

ministry since his freshman year of  high school in 2010, 
when he helped form a youth group at St. Philip Parish, 
Melbourne, with Father Robert Rottgers. His primary 
ministry for the past 10 years has been with YCET (Youth 
Commission Evangelization Team) for the Diocese of  
Covington. Through YCET he and his team members work 

with high school 
students to plan a 
c o n fi r m a t i o n 
retreat, which they 
hold multiple times 
a year for confir-
mandi at various 
parishes. “I 
absolutely could not 
have done this min-
istry, though, with-
out my two co-coor-
dinators: Claire 
Collopy and Sarah 
Kunkler,” said Mr. 
Shaefer.” They are 
an essential part of  
this ministry, and I 
cannot fully express 
my appreciation for 
their dedication to 
this ministry. 
Although I am the 
one receiving this 
award, it truly 
belongs to the three 

of  us.” In addition to YCET, Mr. Shaefer has led numerous 
youth retreats with Father Michael Hennigen, helped with 
school/parish retreats and volunteered at other youth 
events in the diocese, such as Youth 2000. “It is an honor to 
receive the Outstanding Youth Minister Award,” he said. 

 
Susan Stewart — St. Mary of  the Assumption Parish, 
Alexandria 

Susan Stewart was hired as director of  Youth Ministry 
at St. Timothy Parish, Union, shortly after she married (33 
years ago). Her roles in ministry have changed over the 
years, but she said that she has been blessed to work with 
many “amazing youth leaders” on both the parish level as 
well as the diocesan level. Over the years Mrs. Stewart has 
also been involved with many youth retreat ministries.For 
the past six years she has served as director of  Youth 
Ministry at St. Mary of  the Assumption Parish, 
Alexandria. “When you work with young people it is often 

the planting of  
seeds and the culti-
vation of  soil,” Mrs. 
Stewart said. 
“Youth Ministry is 
not a ministry 
where you always 
get to see the fruits 
of  the labor, it is a 
labor of  love, hope, 
trust and letting go. 
When we are able, 
years later, to recon-
nect and celebrate 
their stories that is 
a pure gift.” Mrs. 
Stewart said that 
her greatest accom-
plishment is being a 
wife and the mom of  
eight children. 
“Youth Ministry is 
a 24/7 job and there 
have been sacrifices 
along the way,” she 
said. “The flip side 
is that my children 

grew up surrounded by young people of  faith, many of  
whom had a positive impact on their lives. I have been rich-
ly blessed in that aspect over the years. Youth Ministry 
thrives where young people feel loved, accepted and heard. 
St. Mary Parish is one of  those places. I am so very grateful 
that this is where I have been called to serve.” 

Yvonne Dahms

Noah Shaefer

Susan Stewart

Marla Humphrey

Diocese of Covington 
Catholic Courses for Adults 

Basic Courses 

Basic Beliefs, June 21, 12–1:30 p.m.,  
Father Michael Barth 

Introduction to Scripture, June 21,  
1:30–3 p.m., Father Timothy Schehr 

Catechetical Process, June 21, 3–4:30 p.m., 
Father Andrew Young 

Introduction to Catholic Spirituality, June 21 
& 22, 4:30–6 p.m., Claire Therese Heyne 

Using Arts in Faith Formation, June 21 & 22, 
6–7:30 p.m., Rosanne Thomas 

 

General/Advanced Courses 

Old & New Testaments, June 14 & 15,  
1:30–3 p.m., Father Timothy Schehr 

Liturgy & Rites, June 21 & 22, 9–10:30 a.m., 
Father Daniel Schomaker 

Justice & Peace (Catholic Social Teaching), 
June 21 & 22, 10:30 am - 12 p.m., Suzette 
Glaab 

Christian Morality, June 21 & 22, 7:30–9 p.m., 
Father Raymond Enzweiler 

Sacraments, June 22 & 23, 1:30–3 p.m.,  
Father Daniel Schomaker 

Jesus (Christology), June 22 & 23,  
3–4:30 p.m., Father Michael Barth 

Church: Vision, Mission & Ministry 
(Ecclesiology), June 23 & 24, 9 a.m.–10:30 am, 
Father Ryan Maher 

Church History, June 23 & 24, 6:30–8:30 p.m., 
Father Andrew Young 

 

Maintenance Courses 

Acts of the Apostles, June 22 & 23,  
12–1:30 p.m., Msgr. William Cleves 

Theology of the Body, June 23 & 24,  
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m., Father Raymond Enzweiler 

Mariology, June 24, 1:30–3 p.m.,  
Msgr. William Cleves 

The Mass as Prayer, June 24 & 25,  
3–4:30 p.m., Deacon Jerry Franzen 

Eschatology: The Last Things, June 24,  
4:30–6 p.m., Father Michael Barth 

Vatican Council II, June 25,  
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m., Msgr. William Cleves 

Prayer Workshop: Praying All-Ways, June 25, 
12–1:30 p.m., Rosanne Thomas 

The Trinity (Doctrine of God), June 25,  
1:30–3 p.m., Father Michael Barth 

Bioethics, June 25, 3–4:30 p.m.,  
Father Raymond Enzweiler 

Missiology (Mission Theology), June 26, 
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m., Father Jacob Varghese 

Cost is $35 per course or workshop. For each 
course there will be virtual class time as well 
as an independent study component. More 
information at covdio.org/register or call 
David Cooley at (859) 392-1592.



Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Christians can rest assured that in 
moments of  trial, suffering or even sin, Jesus is interced-
ing for them before God, Pope Francis said. 

“Even if  our prayers 
were only mutterings, if  
they were compromised by a 
wavering faith, we must 
never stop trusting in him,” 
the pope said June 2 during 
his weekly general audience. 

“Don’t forget: ‘Jesus is 
praying for me,’” he said. “In 
the moment of  trial, in the 
moment of  sin, even in that 
moment, Jesus with so 
much love is praying for 
me.” 

Arriving in the San 
Damaso Courtyard of  the 
Apostolic Palace, the pope 
spent some time greeting pil-
grims, blessing children and 
religious articles. 

Continuing his series of  
talks on prayer, the pope 
reflected on how prayer was 
fundamental to Christ and 
his mission, especially when 
it came to choosing his disci-
ples. 

Recalling St. Luke’s 
account of  Jesus praying the 
day before he chose his disci-
ples, the pope said that 
“judging from how those 
men were to behave, it would 
seem that the choice was not 
the best because they all fled, 
they left him alone before 
the Passion.” 

However, “it is precisely 
this — especially the pres-
ence of  Judas, the future 
traitor — that demonstrates 
that those names were 
inscribed in God’s plan,” he 

said. 
Jesus’ moments of  prayer on behalf  of  his disciples, 

especially for Peter who would deny Christ, were an act of  
love that showed that even in times of  failure, “the love of  
Jesus does not stop,” the pope continued. 

“Jesus’ love and prayer for each of  us does not stop, 
indeed it becomes more intense, and we are at the center of  
his prayer!” Pope Francis said. “We must always remem-
ber this: Jesus is praying for me; he is praying now before 
the Father and he is showing him the wounds he bore, so 

that the Father can see the price of  our salvation; it is the 
love that he has for us.” 

Reflecting on other moments in the Gospels, including 
Peter’s profession of  faith and the Transfiguration, the 
pope noted that the “great turning points of  Jesus’ mission 
are always preceded by prayer.” 

Jesus, he added, “not only wants us to pray as he prays, 
but assures us that, even if  our attempts at prayer are com-
pletely useless and ineffective, we can always count on his 
prayer.” 

Departing from his prepared remarks, the pope recalled 
a bishop who told him that during a time of  great trial, he 
looked up in St. Peter’s Basilica and saw Jesus’ words at 
the Last Supper: “I have prayed for you, Peter.” 

“That gave him strength and comfort,” the pope said. 
“And this happens every time any of  us knows that Jesus 
is praying for him or her. Jesus prays for us. Right now, in 
this moment.”
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Prayer is source of strength in darkest times, pope says at audience

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis meets first communicants during his general 
audience in the San Damaso Courtyard of  the Apostolic 
Palace at the Vatican June 2, 2021.

Moving? Wrong 
address? 

Call the circulation desk,  
(859) 392-1570
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The prayer intention for June, as recommended 
by Pope Francis, is for the beauty of  marriage. Let us 
pray for young people who are preparing for marriage 
with the support of  a Christian community: may they 
grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and 
patience. 

Upcoming study groups at St. Mary Parish, Alexandria: 
“Diary of St. Faustina,” weekly Tuesday mornings, 10:30–
11 a.m. Order the book on your own. This group may be 
joined any time. 

It’s back! Annual flea market at St. Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs, Noll Hall, June 4 and 5, 8 a.m.–3 
p.m. Furniture, household, children’s clothing, jewel-
ry, tools, collectibles and much more. Diocesan COVID 
protocols apply. Call 341-6609. 

Job search assistance available for free at the 
Kenton County Public Library branches. Get help 
getting started with 1-1 career coaching, resume assis-
tance, workshops, and online classes to improve your 
job-hunting skills. Go to kentonlibrary.org/job-search-
central or call 962-4002 to learn more. 

Newport Central Catholic High School is once again 
offering youth summer camps for boys and girls bas-
ketball and soccer and volleyball and baseball. For dates, 
times and locations of  camps read more at: 
https://www.ncchs.com/news. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, is offering 
summer sports camps for girls and boys basketball and 
volleyball, girls soccer and youth baseball and football. 
For information visit 
http://www.bishopbrossart.org/page/summer-camps or 
call the school office at 635-2108. 

Bishop Brossart High School summer K-9 drama 
camp will present “Annie Kids” in the BBHS 
Munninghoff  Family Performing Arts Center. During 
the one week camp students we will learn about all 
aspects of  theatre and put on a full-production musical. 
Auditions are July 7 from 3–5 p.m. or July 8 from 10 a.m.–
noon. Camp dates are Monday, July 12– Friday, July 16, 9 
a.m.–4 p.m. Camp cost $150 per child; add sibling for $100. 
Contact rtieman@sthenrynky.com for questions and to 
sign up by Monday, July 2nd. 

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization is spon-
soring a Diocesan RCIA workshop: Implementing RCIA 
in the Parish, June 7, 8 and 9, St. Joseph Parish, Cold 
Spring, 7– 8:30 p.m. The instructor will be Vicki Klocke 
(Covid protocols will be followed - masks, social distanc-
ing, etc.) Register at covdio.org/register. Call 392-1592 for 
information. 

Parish Kitchen, a ministry of Catholic Charities is 
looking for more volunteers to help serve their lunch 
meal from 11:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. Regular or sub opportuni-
ties are available for weekday and/or weekends, once a 
month or more. Volunteers must be willing to be VIRTUS 
compliant. Virtus training is available through the 
Diocese of  Covington. The volunteer application is avail-
able at www.parishkitchen.org. A staff  member will con-
tact you as soon as possible. 

Honoring Mary 
St. Pius X School had a school wide May Crowning on May 7. 
Students brought in flowers and the whole school gathered on the 
playground for the event. The second grade students, who recently 
received their First Holy Communion, led the May Crowning  
Court which was made up of  5th – 8th grade students who were 
elected by their classmates for being good Christian role models. 
Eighth-grader J. Lyons crowned Mary.

School’s out for summer! 
Students and faculty at Villa Madonna Academy celebrated 
the last day of  an incredible school year. Parents gathered 
with balloons and signs for a clap out for sixth-grade  
students who will move from Villa Madonna Academy 
Elementary to Villa Madonna HS/Jr. High. A rising  
eighth grader threw his hands in the air as he left school for 
summer break.

Newsworthy 
Bishop Brossart High School and the Christina Verst 
Memorial Endowment Scholarship Selection 
Committee announced that Bhindi Shurley,  
St. Philip Parish, Melbourne, has been awarded the 
annual Christina Verst Memorial Endowment 
Scholarship.

Thank you altar servers 
The 2021 Serra Altar Server awards were recently presented to servers at St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring (above) and  
St. Philip Parish, Melbourne (below). Like last year, the awards were sent to each parish to distribute to servers at an 
appropriate day for each pastor. The awards are provided by the Serra Club for Vocations.

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the 
Messenger are available online at covdio.org/ 
messenger.



Class of 2021
Congratulations eighth graders and seniors of  the

For information about Catholic schools in the Diocese of Covington, call 859.392.1500 or visit www.covdio.org.

“I commend the Class of  2021 for their hard work and perseverance 
throughout this school year. This year’s class experienced the  
challenges of  a pandemic and responded with patience and  
understanding. They successfully completed the rigorous academic 
requirements and are shining examples of  how to live the Catholic 
faith. I am especially grateful to their parents, who make many  

sacrifices to ensure their children receive a Catholic education. And I extend my 
sincere gratitude to the faculty and staff  of  our Catholic schools. It is their hard 
work and dedication that made this year a success.”  
                                          — Kendra McGuire, Superintendent of  Catholic Schools

Blessed Sacrament School,  
Ft. Mitchell 

Holy Cross School, Latonia 

Holy Family School, 
Covington 

Holy Trinity School,  
Bellevue  

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School, Burlington 

Mary, Queen of Heaven 
School, Erlanger 

Prince of Peace Montessori, 
Covington 

St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright 

St. Anthony School,  
Taylor Mill 

St. Augustine School, 
Covington 

St. Catherine of Siena 
School, Ft. Thomas 

St. Cecilia School, 
Independence 

St. Henry School, Erlanger 

St. Joseph School,  
Cold Spring 

St. Joseph School,  
Crescent Springs 

St. Joseph Academy, Walton 

St. Mary School, Alexandria 

St. Patrick School, Maysville 

St. Paul School, Florence 

Sts. Peter & Paul School, 
California 

St. Philip School, Melbourne 

St. Pius X School, Edgewood 

St. Therese School, 
Southgate 

St. Thomas School,  
Ft. Thomas 

St. Timothy School, Union 

Villa Madonna Academy,  
Villa Hills 

 

Bishop Brossart High School,  
Alexandria 

Covington Catholic High 
School, Park Hills 

Covington Latin School, 
Covington 

Holy Cross District High 
School, Covington 

Newport Central Catholic  
High School, Newport 

Notre Dame Academy,  
Park Hills 

St. Henry District High 
School, Erlanger 

St. Patrick High School, 
Maysville 

Villa Madonna Academy,  
Villa Hills

Class of 2021

“There are  
alternatives  
to a  
Catholic  
school  
education,  
but there  
is no  
substitute.” 
 — Bishop Roger Foys
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GRADUATION 2021

Families, schools, Bishop Foys honor graduates
Bishop Roger Foys, accompanied by Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  
schools, attended  high school graduations in the diocese May 19 – 29. This is a 
pictorial salute to the class of  2021. God bless, grads!

Covington Catholic High School

Newport Central  
Catholic  

High School

St. Henry District High School

Covington Latin School
Villa Madonna 

Academy

 Keener and Staverman photos

Notre Dame Academy

St. Patrick High School

Bishop Brossart  
High SchoolHoly Cross District High School



Bishop Brossart High 
School 

Andrew Robert Alwell 
Clara Ann Baynum 
Matthew Gerard Braun 
Evan Joseph Brondhaver 
Morgan Michelle 

Burkhardt 
Holly Ann Burwig 
Matthew Emmitt Callahan 
Brayden Michael Case 
Michael Lee Clines 
Tyler Patrick Cook 
Ethan Dale Cross 
Madison Michelle Crowe 
Megan Elaine Crowley 
Rachel Elizabeth Ellison 
Amber Dolores Fillhardt 
Allison Marie Gebauer 
Luke Kenneth Glaser 
Morgan Alexandra 

Goepper 
Madelyn Nicole Gordon 
Haley Grace Govan 
Madison Taylor Graziani 
Kelly Marie Greely 
Riley Peyton Griffin 
Kathleen Ann Haley 
Katlynn Marie Harrod 
Matthew Edward Hickman 
Jacqueline Rose Jump 
Marie Rose Kiefer 
Carme Elizabeth Kramer 
Anna Kathryn Kremer 
Jacob Grayson Kremer 
Mary Alice Kruse 
Giovanna Rose 

Leuderalbert  
Tyler Michael Malay 
Devon Paul McCormick 
Olivia Nicole McGrath  
Danielle Moorea Morgan 
Cody Lee Orth 
Olivia Claire Phirman 
Jack Vincent Piscitello 
Jenna Marie Planeaux 
Haley Mae Prim 
Evan Anthony Ratcliff 
Olivia Linni Reckner 
Christopher Garrett Rice 
Ava Elizabeth Ritter 
Jordyn Elizabeth Rowe 
Logan James Rowe 
Raele Jaye Ruschman 

Trevor James Schadler 
Josephine Noel Scharf 
Carson Adam Schirmer 
Jacob Jeffrey Schroeder 
Dustin Edward Shaffer 
Brennan Matthew Sheffel 
Gabriel Vincent Smorey 
Cory Michael Steffen 
Emma Irene Steffen 
Rhiannon Marie Stubbs 
Alyssa Jayne Sweeney 
Alex DW Tatusko 
Eli Pryce Thompson 
Ryan William Twehues 
Stephen Michael Verst 
Angelina Grace Wagner 
Cassidy Marie Webb 
Brooke Elizabeth Young 
 
 
Covington Catholic 

High School 

Marco Antonio Alcantara   
Ryan Michael Arnzen   
Benjamin Michael Atkins   
Brendan James Barker   
Jacob Benjamin Bayer   
Lucas Alexander Becraft   
Jack Thomas Bell   
Elliot Michael Bent   
Joshua Lee Bertram   
Lucas Michael Bessler   
Jordan Randolph Bezold   
Daniel Robert Bloemer   
Michael William Bolden   
Andrew Michael Bosch   
Ryan Daniel Bosch   
William Lawrence Bosley   
Leo Bennett Bouldin   
Rowan Joseph Brauer   
William Arthur Bright   
Dylan Lawrence Brossart   
Kyle Joseph Brungs   
Chayse Michael Buecker   
Andrew Philip Burke   
Ryan Charles Cain   
Samuel Allen Casson   
Joshua Peyton Cornett   
Bradshaw Raymond 

Cumberledge   
Jacob Michael Danneman   
Elijah John Deters  
Benjamin Donald Dickhaus  
Blake Richard Diebold   
Alexander James Dietz   
Theodore Anthony Drees   
Jakob Gregory Duerstock   
Benjamin Paul Flach   
Elliot Zakhariani Forgiel   
Grant Matthew Forster   
Samuel Thomas France   

Brennan Robert Freking   
Jackson Gerard Frisch   
Samuel Louis Fry   
Athanasius Claver Ghering  
Nathan Michael Goebel   
Russell Arthur Graf  Jr 
Liam Michael Gray   
Benjamin Charles 

Greenwell   
David William Gronotte III 
Samuel Lee Hackman   
Jordan Thomas Hansen   
William Holton Harper   
Hayden Robert Heist   
Brennen Michael Helson   
Matthew John Henn   
Jarrett Hatt Hill   
Jackson David Hodge   
Bret Robert Holt   
Charles James Hubert   
Zachary Michael 

Hugenberg   
Riley John Hurst   
Tyler Emmett Hutson   
John Richard Ipsaro Jr 
Ashton David Isler   
Caleb Joseph Jacob   
Kenneth Edward 

Janiszewski III 
Carter David Jones   
Zachary Michael 

Kammerer   
Jurrien Jan Harm 

Kampinga III 
Keegan Joseph Kelley   
Hugh Joseph Kemp   
Andrew Michael  

Kennedy Jr 
Thomas Lane Kennedy   
Andrew Charles Kent   
Parker Jackson Knollman   
Anthony Jacob Kraemer   
Hayden Jacob Kremer   
William Patrick Lester   
Richard George Lohre III 
Ross Louis Lux   
Aidan Nicholas Mahaney   
Michael Joseph Marino IV 
Aidan Walsh Mast   
Michael Andrew Mazzella   
Maxwell Braun McCauley   
Chase Michael McClure   
Michael Thomas McKeown  
Charles Paul Metzger   
Richard August Mize   
Grant Matthew 

Montelisciani 
Kane Michael Morris   
Reece Christopher Murphy  
Benjamin Michael Murray  
Santiago Anthony Marchio 

Murrer   
Aaron Robert Muth   
Owen Karl Nally   
Evan Patrick Noyes   
Jasper Lennon Peeno   
Will Raymond Pelletier   
Hunter Lee Ransom   
Ethan Frederick Reardon   
Jason Lance Reid   

Peter Christopher Rice   
Jacob Charles Robke   
Isaiah Nathaniel Roedig   
Brett Allan Rottinghaus   
Brayden Michael Sanning   
Ryan Thomas Schneider   
Matthew Edward Schwartz  
James Michael Scola   
Ryan Edward Sheely   
William Edmund Shields   
Jaden Anthony Siemer   
Jared William Simon   
Dean David Skinner Jr 
Charles Joseph Smith   
Charles Alexander Sora   
Evan Reed Starnes   
Luke Edward Stegman   
Donovan Spencer Stocks   
Joshua Chad Summe   
Dominic Paul Taylor   
Vincent Andrew Taylor   
Luke William Tenhundfeld 
Matthew Christopher 

Theissen   
Michael Christopher Thiel   
Noah Kasten Thomas   
Seth Charles Toebben   
William Gregory 

Vonderhaar 
Louis Benjamin 

VonLehman 
Maxwell Theodore Wahoff    
Liam Joseph Wall   
Zachary Steven Weidinger   
Ethan James Wever   
Peter Jerome Williams 
 
 

Covington Latin 
School 

Andrew Bruno Apollonio 
Andrew Michael Blair 
Madison Paige Denham 
Katherine Elizabeth 

Hammerle 
John Edward Hubbart 
Abigail Sue Hyrne 
Mia Bella Ionna 
Allyson Elizabeth Knotts 
Elizabeth Marie Longbrake 
Boston Edwin Main 
Shannon Kerry McCarthy 
Laurynn Hailee Marie 

Smith 
Brianna Marie Sweeney 
Ella Maycee Thornberry 
Mary Lauren Veazey  
Kazuhide Watanabe 
Keller William White 
Jack Dalton Wilburn 
 

Holy Cross District 
High School 

Andrew Lee Bailey 
Jack Henry Bayless 
Emily Loretta Bergman 
Quentin Thomas Bergman 
Grace May Bezold 
Black Lee MacKenzie 
Nicholas Kei’lynd Boerger 
Alexis Michelle Bornhorn 
Mason Jacob Brixey 
Madison Nicole Broering 
Charlize Raeann Callen 
Chloe Rebecca Chandler 
Claire Kelly Chandler 
Austin Anthony Craven 
Evelyn Marie Davies 
Audrey Rose Davis 
Maggie Ann Davis 
Nicholas John Dolan 
Corey Jacob Dudderar 
Kadin Anthony Engle 
Adria Anne Epplen 
Jeremy Joseph Faulhaber 
Isabella Elizabeth Fisk 
Noel Marie Fisk 
Lucia Yvonne Fruchtenicht 
Allison Elyse Gangwish 
Mario Alberto Garcia-

Mañón 
Kiley Rose Gudgeon 
Cameron Michael Haggard 
Mya Ann Harney 
Phillip Marcelino Hassert 
Kaitlyn Ivka Heist 
Jeremiah Douglas Hicks 
Clare Marie Hochhausler 
Thomas Michael Holtz 
Tyler James Issenmann 
Anne Louise Kahmann 
Gavin Michael Kidd 
Kara Ann Krumpelman 
Holden Craig Lipscomb 
Kylie Marie MacDonald 
Keyla Lesete Marquez 
Grace Ann Martin 
Max Michael Mason 
Brandon Markel 

McClendon 
Turner Ethan McKibben 
Hannah Elizabeth 

Melching 
Jean Ann “Nannie” Meyer 
Ethan Anthony Mikulik 
Olivia Louise Miller 
Donovan Adrian Moses 
Samantha Ann Munyon 
Matthew Kevin Murray 
Sean Christopher 

Northcutt 
Yahir Osvaldo Ortiz 
Kaliana Marie Pangallo 

Chanel Pham 
Otto Eric Reser 
David Allen Rice III 
Jane Francis Roberts 
Blake Robert Robinson 
Michael Kenneth Ross 
Mark Henry Russell 
Carlee Jo Schnieder 
Abigail Rose Schultz 
Matthew Driscoll Schultz 
Kyle Andrew Smith 
Preston Brady Spencer 
Liliana Sue Stevens 
Emmalee Katherine Stitt 
Quinton Lee Sullivan 
Christyan Jude Rody 

Townsend 
Noah Benjamin Tuke 
Tristan Christopher Velkly 
William Thomas 

VonHandorf 
Carter Anthony Wahl 
Issac William Ward 
Zachary Stephen Ward 
Christian Michael 

Wartenberg 
Luke Andrew Watson 
Brandon Charles Wells 
Victoria Carolynn Wurtz 
Isabella Frances Young 
Aidan Reed Younger 
Ashley Elizabeth Zurborg 
 
 

Newport Central 
Catholic High School 

Jahmir Leinad-Zykeem 
Ackerson 

John Paul Ampfer 
Aaron “Buddy” Atkins 
Nicholas Raymond Beck 
Bradey Jeann Bennett 
Wesley Chan Bin 
Anna Lee Bishop 
Mallory Elizabeth Borden 
Matthew Patrick Bricking 
Colton D. Bruegge 
John Robert Brun 
Chloe Elizabeth Colwell 
Wesley Jacob Dawn 
Shealynn Ruth Deaton 
Lily Xian Yi Dickerson 
Jacob Donald Diedenhofer 
Lily Grace Dixon 
Emma Mary Margaret 

Peter 
Williams 

 Valedictorian

Elijah Deters 
Salutatorian
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GRADUATION 2021

2021 Graduates2021 Graduates
“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever 
has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself  to him.”     (John 15:20-21)

Megan  
Crowley 

Valedictorian

Giovanna 
Leuderalbert  
Valedictorian

Olivia McGrath  
Valedictorian

M. Lauren 
Veasey 

Valedictorian

Ella 
Thornberry 
Salutatorian

Isabella Fisk 
Valedictorian

William 
VonHandorf 
Salutatorian

Vincent Miglio 
Valedictorian

Benjamin Faust 
Salutatorian

Jason Grothaus 
Salutatorian
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Utterback Donnelly 
Brooke Ann Eckert 
Madeline Elizabeth 

Enginger 
Connor Patrick Enxel 
Benjamin Edward Faust 
Cheryl Lynn Freeman 
John George Greene 
Emma Elizabeth Gross 
Jason Paul Grothaus 
Ava Grace Haigis 
Logan Thomas Hatfield 
Annie Patricia Heck 
Malaki Elon Herndon 
Chloe Nicole Hicks 
Bryen Coy Hunt 
Abigail Karly Jones 
Madisyn Marie Kelley 
Jillian Marie Kohls 
Kylie Rose Kohrs 
Bailey Shea Kresnak 
Samuel James Lavin 
Madison Ella McCloskey 
Aidan James McMahon 
Nicholson K. McSwigan 
Joseph Andrew Melville 
Haylee Kramer Meyer 
Quentin Sawyer Meyer 
Vincent Jacob Miglio 
Logan Ray Morford 
Grace Elizabeth Myers 
Emmanuelle Lee Osburg 
Haven Star Padgett 
Anna Marie Petroze 
James Flint Piorkowski 
Joseph Scott Runyon 
Isabella Rose Marie Salter 
Justin Robert Schneider 
Isaac James Secter 
Amanda Rene Smith 
Halle Renee South 
Grayson Alexander 

Sperbeck 
Malia Lynn Thompson 
Michela Elizabeth Turner 
Nicholas David 

Vennemann 
Cameron Elizabeth Volk 
Benjamin Maxwell Walz 
Alyson Renee Wilking 
Alex Anthony Winkelman 
 
 

Notre Dame 
Academy 

Haydon Marie Ahlers 
Isabel Marie Alcorn 
Ava Marie Alexander 
Nicole Ann Andrew 
Samantha Jean Arnold 
Ella Marie Bailey 
Samantha Claire Bailey 
Reagan Christine Baker 
Sarah Marie Barhorst 
Isabelle Rose Bennett 
Sophia Jean Benson 
Catherine Elizabeth 

Branch 
Emma Ruth Bresser 
Emelia Dale Campbell 
Annashea Josephine 

Carlisle 
Lauren Alexis Carothers 

Haley Samantha Clark 
Evelyn Maelee Cook 
Amelia Grace Coomes 
Noelle Elizabeth 

Cottingham 
Taghrid Dahbani 
Jenna Therese Danneman 
Lauren Elizabeth Davey 
Abbey Elizabeth Dietz 
Mary Grace Dorning 
Anna Kaitlyn Dunaway 
Claire Reed Dunham 
Caroline Hilary Dunlevy 
Clara Danielle Dusing 
Claire Jenifer Edgington 
Emily Katherine Eggleston 
Margaret Mae Ellis 
Olivia Kathryn Epplen 
Delaney Kathryn Eviston 
Elizabeth Paige Farwick 
Macy Elizabeth Feagan 
Mara Elizabeth Finn 
Alaina Marie Flesch 
Margaret Grady Gartner 
Megan Marie Gebhart 
Jordan Elyse Gillum 
Alexis Anne Good 
Emma Mae Grace 
Abigail Lynn Graus 
Kierstin Olivia Haas 
Ava Elizabeth Hassan 
Riley Mae Hemmer 
Maria Rose Hemsath 
Sidney Lee Herbst 
Ava Claire Hering 
Evelyn June Huff 
Skyllar Payton Jacocks 
Hayley Marie Jansen 
Lauren Noelle Janzaruk 
Carly Faith Jones 
Riley Sue Jordan 
Annie Rae Judy 
Maria Christine Judy 
Emma Kathryn Kennedy 
Hana Soo Kennedy 
Sarah Elizabeth Kennedy 
Anne Elise Kleier 
Brooke Ava Klosterman 
Alivia Xian Kohus 
Camille Andres Laird 
Courtney Noel Laudick 
Marleigh Jane Lawler 
Josephine Irene Lawrie 
Corinne Cecilia Laws 
Pascalle Wilson Le Roy 
Anna Grace Long 
Olivia Marie Maschinot 
Laura Elizabeth Masur 
Madison Rose Matthews 
Kaley Anne McCarty 
Sydney Korin McMain 
Camille Jeannine 

McMurtry 
Hope Catherine McNickle 
Emma Rosemarie Meyer 
Isabella Marie 

Meyerratken 
Katelyn Josephine Moore 
Lily Catherine Mosser 
Avery Ireland Munroe 
Brooke Michael Murphy 
Sara Marie Nageleisen 
Taylor Nicole Naudin 
Mary Ann Carol Nerswick 
Paige Carolyn Neuhaus 
Terese Marie Noll 
Lilli Clare Nordloh 
Julianne Grace Noyes 
Ella Marie Padgett 
Ceceilagh Paige Pitstick 
Emma Nicole Pohlman 

Abigail Grace Powers 
Savannah Marie Puglisi 
Ava Kathryn Quigley 
Megan Rose Raab 
Hannah Marie Ransom 
Sophia Ann Ryan 
Abigail Elizabeth Schaller 
Cate Leigh Scheper 
Claire Alysse Schmidt 
Sydney Elaine Schroder 
Iris Elizabeth Schuh 
Natalie Rose Schuh 
Adison Elizabeth 

Schwarber 
Lily Margaret Shay 
Ava Elizabeth Shields 
Danielle Grace Shoemake 
Jenna Belle Shriver 
Grace Marie Siemer 
Stella Marie Skinner 
Margaret Lee Smith 
Christine Renee Sova 
Kirsten Lynn Spillman 
Ava Amelia Rose Stansel 
Annabelle Barton Stansel 
Emma Jane Summe 
Michaela Therese Summe 
Mollie Elizabeth Tagher 
Hailey Michele Taylor 
Gwyneth Ann Thomas  
Shelby Elizabeth Turney 
Emily Maria Ventre 
Olivia Ann Voelker 
Emily Anne Wichmann 
Sarah Lynn Witt 
Anne-Marie Alyce Wright 
Rachel Marie Young 
 
 

St. Henry District 
High School 

Kimber Renee Amend  
Kaitlyn Joanna Apgar  
Abigail Hannah Bambach 
Olivia Grace Barclay  
Kathryn Maria Bartlett 
Grant Decker Bautista 
Jaggerd Michael 

Beauregard 
Hannah Margaret 

Beimesch 
Jenna Renee Berling  
Jude Wolfgang Bessler  
Mallory Ann Bihl  
Olivia Grace Blackburn 
Jarrett Isaiah Blust  
Grace Elizabeth Bockweg 
Gavin Xavier Borchers 
Emily Mae Brennen  
Abigail Marie Brewer  
Grace Coleen Brockman 
Michael Dale Brockman 
Mason Charles Butler  
Ryan Thomas Butler   
James Patrick Carroll  
Camryn Kay Chesnut 
Emily Lou Ann Cleary  
Abbie Renae Coker  
McKenzie Lee Crowder 
Vincent Raymond Croyle  
Janet Cruz Aguario 
Ashley Morgan Darpel  

Zachary Bryan Day  
Kylie Noelle Deatherage 
Aidan John Dragone 
Benjamin Anthony 

Durrough 
Anna Marie Eilerman  
Jonah Christopher 

Emmons 
Brandon Esquivel Vera 
Emma Marie  Esselman 
Mikayla Dianne Fahey . 
Anna Elizabeth Ferris  
Morgan Marie Flanagan  
Abigail Nicole Foltz  
Jessica Lynn Gangwish  
Rachel Suzanne Gillman 
Lillie Pearl Gosney  
Griffin John Gould  
Jessica Michelle Gruber  
Jonah Michael Heck 
Nolan Unkraut Hendy  
Kasey Marie Hill  
Andrew William 

Hillenbrand 
Carly Sue-Ann Hils  
Kathryn Elizabeth Holland 
Daniel James Hollman 
Grace Mackenzie  Holmes  
Reese Carolyn Hoppius 
Braden William Huser  
Nina Kathleen Izquierdo  
Dakota James Jackson 
Braden Michael Johnson 
Emma Rae Jones  
Weston Allen Jones  
Mackenzie Ann Kent  
Isabella Jane Keyes  
Erin Michelle Klocke  
Ella Morgan Kluemper 
Caleb Francis Lanyi  
Katelyn Elyse Larkins  
Sophia Rose Lehmkuhl 
Sydney Kathryn Longshore 
Jacob Nicholas Marsh  
Molly Elizabeth Martini  
Dallas Allen McCoy  
Carson Thomas McKinley 
Erin Marie McMain 
Brennan Reed McNamara 
Mackenzie Leigh McNay  
Cora Julia Meiman 
George Roman Menkhaus 
Eleanor Katherine 

Middleton-Orchelle 
Dillon Andrew Miller  
Tatum Nicole Molley  
Ty Joseph Neltner  
Lauren Mary Neuhaus  
Isabella  Lynn Newman  
Matthew John Oehler  
David James Olberding 
Alec Garbett Parnitzke 
Joseph Samuel Pettit  
Teresa Ann Pope  
Joseph Steven Popham 
Joshua Alexander Quezada 
Haley Elizabeth Raniero 
Reid David Ravenscraft 
Nolan Patrick Rayner  
Michael Patrick Reding  
Matthew James Reynolds 
Lukas Alan Rintala  
Isabella Marie Rodino  
Aidan Reece Rolfsen  
Gabriel Luke Ryan  
Isaac Lee Ryan  
Victoria Grace Quichocho 

Samotis 
Ashlyn Grace Schlake  
Mattison Brianne 

Schlueter 

Maxwell Thomas Schlueter  
Zachary Palmer Serra  
Matthew Thomas Setters  
Corrigan Daniel Shea  
Cody James Smith  
Brady Thomas Smith  
Jacob Michael Stanton  
Parker Craig Stearns  
Sarah Marie Steimer 
Aidan Gabriel Stigall  
Grace Rhiannon Summy  
James Charles Swartz III 
Miray Rimon Talhami 
Cody Thomas Teten  
Zachary Kenneth Tucker  
Sydney Jade Turner  
Wyatt Montgomery Vieth   
Shelby June Wagstaff 
Nathan Edward Wilke  
Joseph Michael Wilson  
Ella Marie Wulfeck  
 
 

St. Patrick High 
School 

Madelynn Gallenstein 
James Griffith 
Ashton Hull 
Nicholas Kennard 
Sarah Perez 
Abigail Wardlow 
 
 

Villa Madonna 
Academy 

Elizabeth Nicole Acuff 
Kaleb M. Alden 
Jackson Shane Bond 
Victoria Elizabeth Brann 
Ben B. Coburn 
Aidan Michael Collins 
Emma Katherine Davis 
Matthew A. Davis  
Steven E. Devoto Jr.  
Michael G. Engelman 
Casey Paige Fulton 
Carmen Rosa Gerner 
Justin F. Graner 
Reese Sarah Holtzman 
Sophie Kate Holtzman 
Isaac Hubert Kennedy 
Dominic Edward Martin 
Alex T. Maté 
Caroline Fay McDonald 
Colin Andrew McLagan 
Alexis Taylor Moore 
Abigail Jacqueline Muncy 
Sophia Nicole Olivia 
Nicholas Stylianos 

Papakirk 
Aidan Patrick Poole 
Emily Katherine Anna 

Richardson 
Mark Ross Schutzman 

Samuel Charles Squeri 
Annabelle Grace Sunday 
Trinity Marie Tankersley 
Elizabeth Lauren Thomas 
Macy McLain Tomlinson 
Yuxuan (Young) Wang 
Phoenix Williams 
Hannah Lauren Willmott 
Mitchell David Wright 
Xiangrun (Rain) Yu 
Nathan Daniel Brett 

Ziegler 
 
 

Thomas More 
University 

Pauline O. Adala   
Sydney Marie Adamson   
Brianna Marie Adler   
Abigail Marie Albrinck**‡   
Andrew Paul Alekna   
Kyle Thomas Alexander   
Kylie Ann Anderson   
Hailey Pearl Anderson***   
Mark Arlinghaus   
Sydney Alexis Auteri**±   
Geoffrey M. Ball   
Courtney Elizabeth 

Barnoski   
Joseph Brian Baxter   
Stephanie Marie Baxter   
Morgan Marie Beare**   
Natalie Marie Beaulieu**   
Brandon Edward Beebe   
Steven  Begley*   
Kyle Edward Beier   
Alicia  Bellman**   
Mark  Berens   
Garren Bleser Bertsch   
Cameron D. Bishop*   
Amanda Michelle Blanchet   
Kelsey  Blaze   
Rachel Nicole Blumberg**   
Mark Andrew Bohman   
Sydney  Bowman   
Benjamin  Brabender   
Daniel Jacob Branch   
Amber Grace Bravard   
Jonathan Taylor Breeden   
Thomas Robert Brogan   
Jakob Michael Burch   
Chloe Christene Burns   
Carol  Burwick   
Tyler Joseph Busch   
John Patrick Butler   
Corstin  Cahill   
Jillian Mariah Caldwell   
John Ewen Cameron   
Jenna  Campbell*   
James  Caniglia   
Damarco  Canty   
Robert Clifton Case, IV*  
Gillian Katherine Casey   
Kieran Edward Casey   
Michael B. Castellini   
Amanda  Castleberry   
Andrew R. E. Christianson   
Mckenna Arleen Clark   
Andrew E. Collinsworth   
Rachel  Combs   
Mary Alison Compton   
Chrissie Houchin Conner   
Braden  Connor*   
Gina Marie Dallal*   
Hannah Renee Dargo   
Brooke K. Daugherty*   
Sarah L. Davies   
Audrey Michelle Davis   
Taylor J. Davis   
Veronika  Day   
Erica Nicole de Figueiredo 

Victoria 
Samotis 

Valedictorian

Jonah Heck 
Salutatorian

Ceceilagh 
Pitstick  

Valedictorian

Gwyneth 
Thomas 

Salutatorian

Emily  
Richardson 

Valedictorian

Mark 
Schutzman 
Salutatorian

Abigail 
Wardlow 

Valedictorian

Ashton Hull 
Salutatorian
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Moreira   
Reyna F. de la Cruz   
Makenzie Ann 

Deidesheimer   
Thomas  DeMoss   
Karen S. Dewar   
Naomi  Diedrichs   
Renee  Dodson   
Colton  Dolezal***   
Thomas James 

Ebenschweiger***   
Paul William Echelberry   
Darryl  Echoles   
Erica Alane Ehrhard   
Samra  Elamin   
Jordan  England   
Abigail Della Mae 

Enzweiler***   
Erin Nicole Fannon   
Jake  Farley*   
Kathryn Barbara Faul   
Hope Miriam Feinauer   
Joanna Marie Findley   
Mary Hope Fleissner***   
Tyler Richard Flick   
Chey-Anne Lee Flowers*   
Norma  Fontain   
Rachael Lynne Foster   
Nicholas Drew Fryman   
Austin  Fucito   
Caby Alyssa Furnish*   
Rebecca Elizabeth 

Gaeddert   
Karla Monserrat Garcia   
Jordan E. Garner   
Christopher James Garrett   
Amanda  Gayer   
Lauren  Gerber*   
Tori Elizabeth Gilman***   
Jessica Anne Ginn*   
Luke Thomas Glenn   
Elizabeth Marie Gline   
Joseph Elvis Goedde   
Jessica  Goetz*   
Michelle Christine Goetz*   

Caitlin  Gooden   
Heather Lynn Grant   
David Walker Gray*   
Lauren Z. Greely   
Sean Alton Green   
Allison Marie Gribben   
Tyler Robert Grimes   
Celeste Alexius Grimmett   
Rachel  Gripshover   
Jessica Rose Grubbs   
Kendra Nicole Gruener   
Jacob Dylan Guertin*   
Alexander  Haley   
Nicholas A. Hall   
Ryan Michael Hans   
Scott E. Harden   
Patrick Francis Harkins   
Mariah  Harris   
Alexa Marie Harris*   
Alyssa E Harris*   
Elizabeth Anne Hartman   
Jacob Jon Haught   
Jared  Haught   
Connor Joseph Haussler   
Madyson Rose Haynes   
Kelsey Rhianne Hayward*   
Justin Earl Hedden   
Devin Patrick Heffernan   
Donyetta Marie Heisel   
Dana Marie Henderson   
Brent Matthew Hensley   
Justin Todd Herzog   
Jacob  Hiles**   
To’Lisa Te’Anne Hinkston   
Mark Alexander Douglas 

Hobson   
Chandler Pearce Hoh*   
Lucas  Holcomb   
Steven J. Holley   
Juliauna Elaine Howard   
Dorothy Rose Howard*   
Valerie Renee Hudepohl   
Zachary A. Huesman   
Kacie Grace Huffman   
Collin  Humphrey   

Arvelia M. Hunter   
Joshua Carl Huster**   
Abigail Rae Hutcheson   
Michelle Ann Inman   
Ambre Nicole Isaacs*   
Shaye Lynn Isaacs*   
Jathan  Jackson   
Lori  Jackson   
Jaeison O’Neal Jefferson   
Jevontae Adrian Jennings   
Megan Marie Jilg*   
Cynthia Ann Johnson   
Dbie Anna Johnson   
Kendal Richard Johnson   
Whitney D. Johnson*   
Brendan M. Jones   
Savanah Chae Jones   
Cole  Kasperowicz   
Rebecca Marie Kaye***   
Gabriella Rae Kayse*   
Aaron M. Keller   
Celeste A. Kiefner   
Madelyn  Kim   
Eliza Virginia Kohl   
Ethan  Kohl*   
Bryce Edward Steven 

Kremer   
Joel L. Kubala   
Kaitlin  Kunkel   
Brandon C. Kwok   
Carlee Sue Lambert*   
Nathan  Landrum***+   
Tamie Marie Langreck   
Jessica  Lightfoot   
Abby Marie Link*   
Jodi Claire Litzler   
Kyla Paige Livers   
Kelsey Christine Lund**   
Brianna  Lunsford   
Kylie  Lynch**   
Mya  Mairose   
Phoebe Mae Mairose   
Ian Thomas Manahan**   
Jonathan Gregory 

Manhardt**±   

Brian K. Manning, Jr.  
Katherine Lynn Mapes**   
Zoe  Marcum   
Austin M. Markus   
Davin Joseph Marro   
Jamie Rae Marsh-Spalding   
Adam Douglas Mathews   
Kelly Elizabeth McCord   
Joseph K. McEntire   
Jennifer L. McGregor   
Donna K. McNew   
Briana Lanae McNutt*   
Felicia Faith M. Medina   
Jordan Augusta Meekins   
Stephen Paul Meihaus   
Emma L. Meiners*   
Priscilla E. Michaels*   
Jacob Alexander Miller   
Rachael Victoria Miller**   
Brian R. Minning**   
Deaira  Mitchell   
Ke’Ziah  Mitchell   
Cannil  Montano   
Grace N. Moore   
Makenzie Mae Morris   
Mitchell W. Morris   
JoLynn M. Morrow   
Kristin Lynne Morvik   
Denise Ashcraft Mosley   
Jenna Leigh Mummert   
Kevin  Munyon   
Elizabeth  Napoli   
Jacqueline E. Nieberding   
Madison Star Ninos*   
Tiffany P. Norris   
Saylor  Norton   
Quincey L. Norwell   
Ethan  Nyman   
Patrick Michael O’Brien*   
Devon  O’Bryon   
Aaron Thomas O’Hara*   
Monica Amerang Okang-

Badewa   
Joseph Paul Olding   
Anna Patrizia Oliverio**   

Jessica  Orr   
David Joseph Ortwein   
Zachary Michael Osburg   
Joshua Michael Ostertag**   
Robert Franklin Ottino*   
Jeremy M. Parker   
Hayden  Peake   
Joseph Anthony Pedro*   
Bridgette Lee Phelon   
Hjavier J. Pitts   
Samuel Charles Polen   
Haylee  Posso   
Amanda  Prather   
Christina Marie Pugh   
Michael N. Rabe   
Melissa  Racic   
Vanessa Renee Ramirez   
Brooke Lee Ramsey*   
Kelsey A. Rankin   
Angel Elizabeth Rapp*   
Andrew Forrest Raque   
Kathleen  Ray   
Madison Nicole Read   
Andrew G. Rees   
Lillian Ashley Rees   
Brady Paul Reynolds   
Sarah Ann Rice   
Sydney  Rice   
Sarah E. Richards   
Sara Jacqueline Rieger   
Candis T. Rigney   
Nicholas G. Ritter   
Luke Johnathon Rolfsen   
Henry  Romer   
Dante Dowayne Rose   
Edward Donaldson Ross   
Luke Aaron Rudy*   
Erica Nicole Ruh   
Emily Ann Ruiz*   
James A. Russell, III*  
Keegan Patrick Saben*   
David J. Sandlin, Jr.  
Jonathan Marshal Sang   
Jeffrey James Schenk   
Adam Ryan Schenker   
Danielle Renee Schiller   
Hannah Claire Schmidt   
Megan  Schnelle*   
Andrew  Schramm*   
Paige  Schuliger*   
Austin  Schultz   
Sean Christopher Schwab   
Decker Scheller Schwartz   
Jacob  Schweinefuss   
Allison  Seissiger   
Syarra Summyr Sellers   
Evan C. Senecal   
Mckinzi  Sewell   
Jamie  Shepherd*   
Shelby N. Sherrill   
Brooklyn De’Shae 

Shoemaker   
Jesse L. Short, Jr.  
Adam C. Shumate   
Maiah Catherine Simon**   
Faith  Smart   
Brendon  Smith   
Derrick Juan Smith, Jr.  
James Wesley Smith*   
Emma Noelle Smith**   
Katelyn S. Snelling   
Julia Elizabeth Stahl*   
Beth Ann Starkey   
Halley Faye Stecht*   
Jacob Lee Steinmetz   
Aaron Matthew Stenger   

Deborah Ann Stephenson   
Robert C. Stevens   
Jacob E. Stiens   
Ryan M. Stuempel***   
Jennifer  Swecker*   
Brian Dennis Taney   
Matthew Franklin Taylor   
Tristen Gean Earlene 

Teboe   
Matthew D. Terrell   
Matthew  Thomas   
Ambria Belle Thompson   
Aaron Michael 

Thompson***   
Adam  Toebben   
Alexander Blair Traylor   
Tabitha Josephine Traylor   
Austin  Traynor   
Caroline Betty 

Trennepohl*   
Dana C. Tucker*   
Pierce  Turner   
Ralph D. Turner   
Daniel Josiah Turner***   
Jessi Leigh Urichich**±   
Nick  Vanderpohl   
Jocelyn Berenice Vargas 

Madrigal   
Emily  Vogelpohl   
Tyrice  Walker, Jr.   
Kara Theresa Walsh   
Katherine Marie Walton***   
Taylor Anne Walz   
Caleb Michael Warmack   
Aaron Michael Warren   
Matt  Wasson   
Kevin Wayne Watts   
Emily Lynn Butler Weaver   
Thomas R. Webster   
Jonathan Gerard Wehr   
Benjamin Joseph 

Wehrle***‡   
Jeannette  Whisman**   
Megan  Whitaker   
Hayden Elizabeth White   
Kaitlyn Michelle White   
Makenzie Alexandra White   
Kaitlyn Elaine Whiteker   
Jay  Wichlinski   
Karla R. Williams   
Michael  Williams   
Shaun K. Williams   
Katherine Renee 

Williams***   
Joseph Ryan Woeber   
Maria Grace Woeste   
William Forrest Wolfe*   
Andrew Bryan Wood   
Robert Joseph Wooding, Jr.  
Charles Allen Worley   
Tamara Lee Young   
Tara Paige Young   
Toni  Zetko   
 
* cum laude 
** summa cum laude 
*** magna cum laude 
+ Cleves Scholar 
± St. Thomas More Scholar 
‡ St. Thomas More Fellows 
 

GRADUATION 2021

Congratulations graduating pontifical servers 
Students at Covington Latin School assist Bishop Roger Foys as pontifical servers at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington, and for pontifical celebrations at parishes throughout the diocese. Given the intricate nature of  
pontifical celebrations these servers are specially trained and spend many hours serving at the altar. Each year, Bishop Foys 
congratulates the pontifical servers that are graduating from Covington Latin School. This year’s graduating pontifical 
servers are Madison Denham and Laurynn Smith. 
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Catholic chaplains minister to families at Arlington National Cemetery
Matt Riedl 

Catholic News Service 
ARLINGTON, Va. — “No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
These words, while not identical in lan-

guage to the oath every military member 
swears on entering the service, are identical 
in substance. And at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Catholic chaplains have a special 
mission to provide last rites for those who 
gave their lives for their country. 

Though the cemetery is located in 
Arlington County, it is controlled by the U.S. 
Department of  the Army, and its spiritual 
care falls under the jurisdiction of  the U.S. 
Archdiocese for the Military Services. 

However, many parish priests in 
Northern Virginia, with its sizable military 
population, have conducted funerals at the 
cemetery, as the families of  fallen military 
members can request that their parish 
priest offer the funeral — with special per-
mission from the military archdiocese. 

Msgr. John C. Cregan, retired pastor of  
Blessed Sacrament Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia, said he has presided at several for 
military people from his parish. 

The priest, who served as an officer in 
the U.S. Marine Corps for 22 years before he 
was ordained, said every time he conducts a 
military funeral, it is “very, very moving.” 

“A lot of  young military guys don’t con-
sciously think of  this, but when you raise 
your right hand in an oath, you’re placing 
your life on the line for other people,” Msgr. 
Cregan said. “It’s very important that we 
don’t forget the people that have made great 
sacrifices for the values we cherish ... as 
Catholic Americans.” 

There are four priests currently assigned 
to Arlington National Cemetery — two from 
the U.S. Army, and one each from the U.S. 
Navy and the U.S. Air Force — who conduct 
the bulk of  the Catholic funerals there. The 
Navy chaplain also covers funerals for the 
Marine Corps and the Coast Guard. 

Father David Kirk, an Army chaplain who holds the 
rank of  major, is the senior Catholic priest among them. 

On any given day, an average of  25 to 30 funerals are per-
formed at Arlington National Cemetery. In the year and a 
half  Father Kirk has been assigned to the cemetery, he said 
he’s performed between 600 and 700 funerals, and as many 
as five in a day. 

Funeral Masses are celebrated in the Old Post Chapel at 
the cemetery, though due to time constraints the rites are 
typically shortened, Father Kirk said. Afterward, the chap-
lain will walk with the family to the grave site. 

“It’s a very important ministry for the families and for 
us also, as priests, to be there for the family in such a situ-
ation and occasion,” said Father Nelson Ogwuegbu, an Air 
Force chaplain who holds the rank of  captain. “It’s very 
consoling (for them) to get here and find a priest who most 
of  the time is wearing the same uniform that your loved 
one wore.” 

Because of  an extensive backlog and waitlist, families 
of  fallen service members often have to wait at least a year 
to have their loved one buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery, Father Kirk told the Arlington Catholic Herald, 
the diocesan newspaper. 

When he makes contact with the families to start 
arranging details for the funeral, he said he receives a wide 
variety of  responses. 

“Families have said your sense of  being able to have clo-
sure and move on doesn’t happen as soon with Arlington,” 
Father Kirk said of  the wait to get in at the cemetery. 

“Then with those who have started making closure, it 
does open things back up again,” he explained. “But for a 
number of  families, it opens things back up in a happy way 
— we’re now going to be able to bury our loved one and ful-
fill their wishes. For many people, you can almost sense on 
the phone that sense of  relief  to them that they’ve finally 
got to this point.” 

While the ministry of  an average parish priest might 
involve many different things, the Arlington National 
Cemetery priests spend the majority of  their time consol-

ing those who are grieving. 
Father Kirk said military chaplains have a threefold 

call: “Nurture the living, care for the wounded, honor the 

dead.” 
“At Arlington, we certainly honor the dead, but we also 

take care of  the wounded — and wounded doesn’t always 
have to be physical wounds. They can be emotional and 
spiritual wounds,” Father Kirk said. 

“We care for and nurture the living, which are the sol-
diers who we are with and the family members that come 
here for the funerals,” he said. 

“It’s such a blessing to be able to be at Arlington, 
because of  how unique of  a place this is,” he added. “It’s 
such a beautiful assignment.”

CNS photo/Elizabeth Fraser, courtesy Arlington National Cemetery via Arlington Catholic Herald 

Father Eduardo B. Amora, a Navy chaplain who holds the rank of  lieutenant commander, gives remarks Sept. 27, 2018, at Arlington 
National Cemetery during the group burial of  four Marines and one sailor who died during the Vietnam War. Buried in Section 60 of  the 
cemetery, their remains were identified decades after their deaths by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency. Father Amora is a priest 
of  the Diocese of  Mati, Philippines, on assignment with the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services.
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lest thou lose any portion thereof; for whatever thou los-
est, is evidently a loss to thee as it were from one of  thine 
own members. For tell me, if  any one gave thee grains of  
gold, wouldest thou not hold them with all carefulness, 
being on thy guard against losing any of  them, and suf-
fering loss? Wilt thou not then much more carefully keep 
watch, that not a crumb fall from thee of  what is more 
precious than gold and precious stones? 

“Then after thou hast partaken of  the Body of  Christ, 
draw near also to the Cup of  His Blood; not stretching 
forth thine hands, but bending, and saying with an air of  
worship and reverence, Amen, hallow thyself  by partak-
ing also of  the Blood of  Christ. And while the moisture is 
still upon thy lips, touch it with thine hands, and hallow 
thine eyes and brow and the other organs of  sense. Then 
wait for the prayer, and give thanks unto God, who hath 
accounted thee worthy of  so great mysteries.” (Lecture 
XXIII - On the Sacred Liturgy and Communion, 20-22) 

Our faith is to be the faith of  the Church — that is, if  

we are truly to be Catholic. And from the beginning Holy 
Mother Church has taught that the Eucharist, although 
appearing as bread and wine, is in fact, through a great 
mystery, the BODY, BLOOD, SOUL and DIVINITY of  
Jesus Christ. 

Let us all hold on dearly to this TRUTH! And may the 
reality of  what we believe change us from the inside out 
— for you are, what you eat! 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine 
Parish, Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of  
Covington, Ky.

They sang “Amazing Grace” before leaving their shift. 
Soon after, the sister closed her eyes in peace. 

When our sisters passed away during this time, no one 
could attend any services in our chapel except us sisters. 
Family members, friends, and those who had ministered 
with the deceased sister were contacted to send in memo-
ries of  the sister. These memories were shared in a beau-
tiful live-streamed service in honor of  the deceased sister.  

I experienced being quarantined in January 2021 when 

three out of  the 25 sisters with whom I live tested posi-
tive. We had to stay in our rooms. All meals were placed 
outside our rooms, and our laundry was picked up each 
day. All departments — dietary, nursing, housekeeping, 
maintenance, administration, and mission advancement 
— worked together to make sure we had what we needed 
and/or wanted. I am so very grateful for all the communi-
ty provided for us, especially getting us tested and vacci-
nated. 

I think perhaps the greatest grace I have received dur-
ing this pandemic is a greater appreciation of  our global 
family. I belong to an international congregation, so natu-
rally my prayers reach out to countries where our sisters 

minister; however, the pandemic is worldwide. Everyone 
is part of  my family because we all belong to God our 
Father. There is no one who is not a brother or sister to 
me. Their cares are my cares. God is calling me to have a 
heart that is truly all-inclusive — and so is Pope Francis. 

My community and I are praying sincerely for an end 
to the pandemic as Pope Francis has pleaded with us to 
do. Yet, during this global crisis, I am so very grateful for 
how I have grown in my love and appreciation for my 
family of  origin, my religious family and my global fami-
ly. 

Notre Dame Sister Mary Bonita Schack is a member of  
the Sisters of  Notre Dame, Covington, Ky.

The Real Presence 
                                (Continued from page 7)

My three families 
                                (Continued from page 7)

Ending limit on culturing human embryos called ‘affront’ to value of life
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — Lifting a long-standing prohibition 
on the ability of  scientists to culture human 
embryos in the lab past 14 days shows “an 
utter disregard” for the value of  human life 
and is “an affront to the sanctity of  human 
life,” said two Catholic members of  
Congress, Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., and Sen. 
Mike Braun, R-Ind. 

The International Society for Stem Cell 
Research said May 26 that what’s known as 
“the 14-day” rule, in place for 40 years, 
should be lifted and that regulatory bodies 
in each country that conduct this type of  
research should decide what research will 
be permitted and how. 

ISSCR’s guidelines previously put the 
culturing of  human embryos beyond 14 
days postfertilization in its most restrictive 
category three: “prohibited research activi-
ties.” 

The new guidelines, drafted by a task 
force of  scientists and ethicists, omit longer 
embryo culture from this category and 
encourage a public discussion about allow-
ing it. 

“The ISSCR has shown an utter disre-
gard for the value and dignity of  human 
life,” Smith said in a May 27 statement. 

He said the previous 14-day rule “was 
already unethical and morally repugnant, 
but the ISSCR has now removed all 
restraint, allowing unborn humans at any 
stage of  development to be experimented 
on, manipulated and destroyed.” 

The ISSCR also has lifted restrictions 
against creating and experimenting on 
human-animal chimeras: These are created by injecting 
cells from one species into an early stage embryo from 
another species. 

In response, Smith and Braun introduced a measure 
titled the Human-Animal Chimera Prohibition Act — 
known as H.R. 3542 and S. 1800 in their respective cham-
bers. It would prohibit research involving human-animal 
chimeras “that blur human-animal species distinctions.” 

The National Institutes of  Health currently has a mora-
torium on funding experiments involving human-animal 
chimeras. 

NIH should not lift its moratorium on funding “animal-

human hybrid experiments, and further I believe such 
research is an affront to the sanctity of  human life that 

should be outlawed,” Braun said, adding he “will continue 
to fight for bioethics restrictions that protect human and 
animal life from unethical experimentation.” 

On May 24, Smith and Braun spearheaded a letter 
signed by 32 members of  Congress urging the Biden 
administration “not to weaken its stance on this important 
issue.” 

“The United States now has the responsibility to decide 
how it will respond to this updated guidance” from the 
ISSCR, Smith said. “H.R. 3542, which would create a per-
manent, statutory ban on certain types of  human-animal 
chimeras, is an important step.” 

“We also call on the Biden administration to preserve 
the scientific integrity of  our nation and ensure that the 

United States does 
not further weaken 
requirements pro-
tecting human 
embryos and requir-
ing a strict code of  
ethical conduct from 
our scientists and 
researchers,” Smith 
said. 

Robin Lovell-
Badge of  the Crick 
Institute chaired the 
task force that wrote 
the ISSCR guide-
lines. The 45-mem-
ber body included 
scientists, clini-
cians, ethicists, 
lawyers and policy 
specialists from 
around the globe 
who deliberated 
over 18 months, 
holding over 100 
Zoom calls. 

The guidelines 
have been updated 
“to reflect current 
science,” he wrote in 
the journal Nature. 

“Perhaps the 
most striking is 
relaxing the ‘14-day 
rule,’” he said. 

“Fourteen days (in the human embryo) is shortly before 
the stage at which the first signs of  the central nervous sys-
tem appear. ... When the limit was proposed some 40 years 
ago, no one could culture human embryos much beyond 
five days, the time of  implantation. 

“Now, it prevents study of  a critical period, between 14 
and 28 days, when the beginnings of  tissues are estab-
lished,” he said. 

But Dr. Daniel Sulmasy, a bioethicist at Georgetown 
University, told NPR he thinks ending the 14-day rule is 
“deeply troubling. Now, any sign of  respect for the human 
embryo is gone.”

CNS photo/Tingshu Wang, Reuters 

A researcher observes the nucleus of  human stem cells in this illustration photo.
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Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE. (859) 392-1500

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell 
Chuck – 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

ENTERTAINMENT

“Cruella” (Disney) Live-action original story for the vil-
lain of  Dodie Smith’s 1956 children’s novel, first seen on 
screen in the 1961 animated adaptation “101 Dalmatians.” 
Originally called Estella, she dreams of  conquering 1970s 
London as a fashion designer and is thrilled to be taken under 

the wing of  the 
ruthless reign-
ing queen of  the 
rag trade. But 
developments 
involving an 
heirloom and a 
family tragedy 

lead her to assume the titular persona and work secretly to 
bring on her mentor’s downfall, aided by her two longstand-
ing best friends. While director Craig Gillespie’s glossy romp 
offers the leading actresses the chance to camp it up, as script-
ed by Dana Fox and Tony McNamara, the film never finds its 
moral footing since the screenwriters seem to want to let 
their ethically conflicted protago-
nist go over to the dark side yet 
keep her sympathetic. A frivolous 
treatment of  theft and revenge as 
well as the presence of  a transves-
tite character make the proceed-
ings even less appropriate for 
impressionable viewers. Skewed 
values, including a benign view of  
homosexuality and cross-dressing, 
a vengeance theme, some stylized 
violence, a couple of  mild oaths. 
CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

Catholic News Service 
CHICAGO — A special video series developed by 

Catholic Extension for the “Month of  Mary” has highlight-
ed throughout May the many ways Catholics of  the 
Americas honor Mary in their native languages and cul-
ture customs. 

The videos share Marian traditions popular in the faith 
communities that receive support from the Chicago-based 
organization that has been supporting the work and min-
istries of  the nation’s mission dioceses since its founding 
in 1905. 

“Everywhere we visit, the Blessed Mother is a constant 
symbol of  hope and comfort,” Father Jack Wall, president 
of  Catholic Extension, said in a statement. “The beautiful 

ways in which people 
of  different cultures 
express their devo-
tion to Mary is 
inspiring, and we 
invite all Catholics to 
share in this celebra-
tion.” 

The videos have 
been released each 
Sunday of  May. The 
fourth in the series, 
scheduled for May 

30, is about the devotion to Our Lady of  Charity of  El 
Cobre (Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del Cobre), the 
patroness of  Cuba. It features the National Shrine Basilica 
of  Our Lady of  Charity of  El Cobre, near Santiago, Cuba, 
in the village of  El Cobre. 

This particular video coincides with Pope Francis’ call 
April 21 for a “Prayer Marathon” to be conducted for the 
entire month of  May to end the pandemic, with each day 
featuring a different Marian shrine and the rosary broad-
cast from different locations. 

“While we respond to the Holy Father’s call to join him 
in prayer for an end to the pandemic, we invite you to see 
how the Blessed Mother is a constant symbol of  hope in 
the places we visit,” said Joe Boland, vice president of  
Catholic Extension. “It is one more way that we can join 
together as a Catholic family of  faith and connect with one 
another.” 

The videos can be viewed by registering for access at 
catholicextension.org/mary. 

The three videos released on the previous Sundays of  
May feature: 

— Our Lady of  the Sioux: Oglala-Lakota Native 
American Community in South Dakota. 

— Our Lady of  La Vang: Vietnamese Community in 
Sacramento, California. 

— Our Lady of  Fatima: Dominican Sisters of  Guánica, 
Puerto Rico.

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholic-
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”  
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

Video series highlights Marian devotions, 
customs in U.S. mission dioceses



Pope promulgates revised canon law on crimes, punishments
Cindy Wooden 

Catholic News Service 
VATICAN CITY — A series of  laws and 

procedures promulgated by now-retired 
Pope Benedict XVI and, especially, by Pope 
Francis to protect children, promote the 
investigation of  allegations of  clerical sex-
ual abuse and punish offenders are includ-
ed in a heavily revised section of  the Code 
of  Canon Law. 

The revision of  “Book VI: Penal 
Sanctions in the Church,” one of  seven 
books that make up the code for the Latin 
rite of  the Catholic Church, was promul-
gated June 1 and will go into effect Dec. 8, 
Pope Francis wrote. 

Rewriting 63 of  the book’s 89 canons, 
the revision addresses a host of  issues that 
have come up in the life of  the Church 
since St. John Paul II promulgated the 
code in 1983. The descriptions of  crimes of  
sexual abuse, including child pornogra-
phy, are more explicit, and the required 
actions of  a bishop or superior of  a reli-
gious order in handling allegations are 
more stringent. 

The revised canons also include new 
references to the attempted ordination of  a 
woman and to a variety of  financial 
crimes; like with the new canons dealing 
with sexual abuse, they rely on language 
from laws promulgated separately over the 
past 20 years. 

“In the past, much damage has been 
caused by a failure to perceive the intimate 
relationship existing in the Church 
between the exercise of  charity and 
recourse — when circumstances and jus-
tice require it — to the discipline of  sanc-
tions. This way of  thinking, as experience 
has taught us, risks leading to a life of  
behavior contrary to the discipline of  
morals, for the remedy of  which exhorta-
tions or suggestions alone are not suffi-
cient,” Pope Francis wrote in “Pascite 
Gregem Dei” (Shepherd God’s Flock), the 
apostolic constitution promulgating the 
changes. 

While Church law applies to all 
Catholics, the pope said, for bishops, the 
observance of  canon law “can in no way be 
separated from the pastoral ‘munus’ (ser-
vice) entrusted to them, and which must 
be carried out as a concrete and inalien-
able requirement of  charity not only 
toward the Church, the Christian commu-
nity and possible victims, but also toward 
those who have committed a crime, who 
need both mercy and correction on the 
part of  the Church.” 

Over the years, he said, it became clear 
that the code’s description of  crimes and 
penalties needed to be “modified in such a 
way as to allow pastors to use it as a more 
agile salvific and corrective instrument, to 
be employed promptly and with pastoral 
charity to avoid more serious evils and to 
soothe the wounds caused by human 
weakness.” 

The revised book was presented to the 
press June 1 by Archbishop Filippo 
Iannone and Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta, 
respectively president and secretary of  the 
Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts. In 
2009, Pope Benedict had asked the council 
to begin the revision project. 

The revision moves the canons about 
the sexual abuse of  children — on the part 
of  a priest, religious or layperson working 
for the Church — out of  the section on vio-

lations of  the obligation of  celibacy 
and into a newly titled section of  
“Offenses Against Human Life, 
Dignity and Liberty.” 

It adds to canon law the crime of  
“grooming,” calling for penalties, 
including dismissal from the priest-
hood for a cleric who “grooms or 
induces a minor or a person who 
habitually has an imperfect use of  rea-
son or one to whom the law recognizes 
equal protection to expose himself  or 
herself  pornographically or to take 
part in pornographic exhibitions, 
whether real or simulated.” 

However, the revised language still 
refers to rape and other forms of  sexu-
al abuse as “an offence against the 
Sixth Commandment” — You shall 
not commit adultery. 

The continued use of  the Sixth 
Commandment to refer to any 
improper, immoral or even criminal 
sexual activity “is traditional” in 
Church law, Bishop Arrieta said, and 
for Catholics its meaning “is clear,” 
which is necessary when drafting a 
law that will be valid on every conti-
nent and in every culture. 

In incorporating recent Church 
law regarding abuse, the new code 
does not refer to abuse of  “vulnera-
ble” adults or “vulnerable persons” as 
Pope Francis did in his May 2019 motu 
proprio, “Vos estis lux mundi.” 

Bishop Arrieta said the term “vul-
nerable person,” while understood 
and recognized in the law of  many coun-
tries, is not universally accepted as a legal 
category of  persons deserving special pro-
tection. Instead, the new law refers to peo-
ple whom the law recognizes as deserving 
of  the same protection extended to minors 
and those with “an imperfect use of  rea-
son.” 

The revised law also foresees penalties 
for “a person who neglects to report an 
offence, when required to do so by a canon-
ical law.” 

Bishop Arrieta said that provision 
refers to the obligation to report serious 
crimes, such as sexual abuse, to Church 
authorities, not civil authorities. If  crimi-
nal reporting to the state is obligatory, the 
state will enforce that, he said. 

The revised code also says, “Both a per-
son who attempts to confer a sacred order 
on a woman, and the woman who attempts 
to receive the sacred order, incur a ‘latae 
sententiae’ (automatic) excommunication 
reserved to the Apostolic See; a cleric, 
moreover, may be punished by dismissal 
from the clerical state.” 

Given that Pope Francis in April 2020 
formed a second “Study Commission on 
the Female Diaconate,” Bishop Arrieta 
was asked why the revised canon did not 
specify priestly ordination, leaving open 
the possibility of  ordaining women to the 
diaconate. 

Canon law, he said, relies on the current 
state of  the teaching of  the Church. “If  we 
come to a different theological conclusion, 
we will modify the norm,” he said, just as 
was done in January when Pope Francis 
ordered a change in the wording of  canon 
law so that women, as well as men, could 
be formally installed as lectors and 
acolytes.

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Archbishop Filippo Iannone, president of  the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, attends a 
press conference to discuss revisions to the Code of  Canon Law, at the Vatican June 1, 2021. Pope 
Francis has promulgated a revised section of  the Code of  Canon Law dealing with crimes and 
punishments.
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EDITORIAL ASSISTANT WANTED 

The Messenger, is seeking a part-time ( 3 days a 

week) Editorial Assistant to assist its editorial staff in 

creating a quality, weekly Catholic newspaper and 

maintaining an organized work environment. The 

Editorial Assistant helps update the diocesan database 

(Camino) and creates the weekly mailing list for the 

Messenger. The Editorial Assistant proofreads each 

edition of the Messenger, maintains the office 

archives, prepares invoices for payment and assists  

editorial staff, when needed, with writing/photogra-

phy assignments. The qualified candidate will be a 

practicing Roman Catholic and will be comfortable 

with Excel and Word (or comparable) office software 

with a solid foundation in writing skills and the ability 

to meet deadlines. Anticipated start date: June 2021. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  

references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by 

e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.         EOE

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s official  
weekly newspaper published 44 times per year, is  
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic to join its editorial  
staff as a full time Staff Writer/Media Content  
Developer. This full-time position requires a broad  
range of abilities, including excellent writing,  
proofreading, organizational skills, and a working  
knowledge and basic skillset of photography and  
website content development. Working with 
Messenger staff, the staff writer will be responsible for  
written content and the development of the  
Messenger and diocese’s online presence. The successful  
candidate will have a commitment to confidentiality  
and teamwork and adaptability to interactions with  
colleagues, other diocesan employees, and interviewees.  
The ideal candidate will be self-motivated and imagi-
native, with a readiness to explore multimedia plat-
forms. In addition to regular office hours, evening and 
weekend assignments occur regularly and are  
considered part of the job. Anticipated start date:  
immediate. Interested candidates may submit a  
resume, references, and writing samples to  
Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org,  
(859) 392-1500.                                                        EOE

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. 
 (859) 392-1500

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
St. Catherine of Siena parish in Ft. Thomas, Ky.  
(www.stcatherineofsiena.org) seeks a dynamic principal 
for our school (K-8) of 150 children. The school is an 
integral part of our parish, and our parish permeates 
the school. We are committed first to helping our  
parents raise their children in the practice of the faith, 
by teaching the objective elements of the faith and  
fostering the subjective elements: helping them to  
grow closer to Christ and to be His witnesses in the  
world by word and service. We are committed to the  
development of the whole person: spiritual, intellectual, 
emotional, physical and social. St. Catherine of Siena is  
a sought-after school with a talented and committed  
staff with a wide range of experience, and the parents  
of our children are engaged and enthusiastic. The  
successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic in  
good standing with the Church and supportive of her  
teaching and mission. She or he will hold or be eligible  
for Kentucky principal certification. We prefer a  
candidate with at least three successful years as a  
classroom teacher and experience in Catholic school  
administration, but are willing to consider giving a  
chance to someone with potential. Interested  
individuals should send at least a resume or C-V along  
with a cover letter and five references with contact  
e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by e-mail  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589, or mail to  
1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011-3115. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic School  
(www.stceciliaschool.net), a nationally distinguished 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and a ministry of  
St. Cecilia R.C. Church (www.saintceciliaparish.net) in 
Independence KY, is conducting a search for a new 
Principal for the 2021-2022 school year.  St Cecilia is a 
fully accredited, traditionally graded Kindergarten 
through 8th grade program which additionally operates 
an Early Childhood Learning Center and an after-care 
program. Quality teachers, loyal and involved parents, 
and a supportive Pastor and Board of Education make 
this an attractive destination for the successful  
candidate. We are searching for an energetic and  
experienced, Christ-centered professional with solid  
professional and interpersonal skills who will join us in 
our mission to provide the highest quality Catholic  
education for our students. It is expected that the  
candidate must be a practicing Roman Catholic and  
eligible for Kentucky certification. Interested individuals 
should email, fax or mail: a cover letter, a comprehen-
sive resume or C-V, a recently prepared Baptismal 
Certificate, transcripts of academic preparation, and  
a list of at least five references to Stephen Koplyay, 
SPHR, 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington KY  41011-
3115, FAX 859/392-1589 or skoplyay@covdio.org.  EOE. 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
RELIGION TEACHER 

St. Edward Catholic School located in Cynthiana, 
Kentucky is seeking a Religion teacher for the 2021-
2022 school year. Religion classes taught daily to grade 
Kindergarten through fifth grades, and three days per 
week to Preschool aged children. We are searching for 
an energetic and experienced, Christ-centered profes-
sional with concrete professional and interpersonal skills 
who will join the St. Edward School team in our mission 
to provide a high quality Catholic education for our  
students. Our school is a thriving, growing school at 
capacity with a waiting list. Candidates must be  
practicing Roman Catholics, preferably with Basic-level  
certification from the Diocese. Interested individuals 
should email or fax a cover letter, Baptismal Certificate, 
transcripts of academic preparation, and a list of  
references with contact e-mail addresses to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR, at skoplyay@covdio.org, Fax 895-392-1589.

MUSICIAN/MUSIC DIRECTOR 
All Saints Parish, Walton, Ky., is hiring a 
musician/music director for all weekend Masses, as well 
as special occasions such as Holy Days of Obligation, 
weddings and funerals, etc. The successful candidate 
must be able to play the organ and sing. Choir directing 
is desired, as All Saints Parish is interested in organizing 
a choir. This position is part time, but could be  
developed into a full-time position. Interested  
applicants may call (859) 485-4476, or visit at  
allsaintswalton.com and select the “Contact” tab to  
submit name, number and a message of interest.

For all employees and  
volunteers of the Diocese of 
Covington who in any way  
provide a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school  
institution leader to review 
the Policies and Procedures and 
fill out the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to 
www.virtus.org and click on 
Registration. Follow the 
prompts to create an account 
and to request a background 
check. Selection.com is a secure 
site; the background check is 
posted on your account and 
you receive a copy if you 

request it during the registra-
tion process. You will sign up 
for a virtual VIRTUS class during 
the registration.  

Step 3: Join the  
virtual VIRTUS session. The 
day before the session, you will 
receive an e-mail with 4 docu-
ments attached to print.  
On the day of the session you 
will receive an invitation to join 
the session.  
No children, please. 

Step 4: Your account 
becomes active when your 
background check, VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance Form 
are posted on your account. 
You will receive 12 bulletins per 
year. You will receive  

e-mail notices at  
system@pub.virtus.org unless 
your computer program blocks 
them. 

Bulletin:  
n June bulletin: posted Sunday, 

June 6; due Tuesday, July 6.  

Virtual VIRTUS Training:  
n Virtual, Tuesday, June 15,  

5–8:30 p.m.  

In-Person VIRTUS Training:  
n Monday, July 5, Notre Dame 

Academy, Park Hills, Room 
202, 6:30–10 p.m.  Spanish 

Virtual Play Like a 
Champion Training 
Secondary Coaches 
n Virtual, Monday, June 21,  

6 –10 p.m. 

n Virtual, Thursday, July 15,  
6–10 p.m. 

n Virtual, Wednesday,  
August 11, 6–10 p.m. 

How to access  
Virtual training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on left 

column 
- Click on pre-register for an 

upcoming session 
- Choose your training 
Note: If your Training Tab is 
missing or you cannot access 
your account, contact your 
parish, school or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact 
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500 
or msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults 
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings 

COLLISION TECHNICIAN 
Five years experience, with tools.  

Call (513) 221-5600 ext. 0241

CONTROLLER 
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities 
office invites well-qualified, practicing Roman 
Catholic candidates to apply for this full-time job 
opportunity. The Controller assists the office’s 
Executive Director in managing Catholic Charities’ 
finances, including its Parish Kitchen ministry. Under 
the direction of the Executive Director, the 
Controller’s primary responsibilities include:  
oversight of activities related to budgeting, A/R, A/P, 
and payroll; implementing and updating financial 
policies and procedures according to Diocesan 
requirements; and maintaining accurate data and 
producing efficient reports in line with generally 
accepted non-profit accounting standards. Required 
qualifications include at least a bachelor’s degree  
in Accounting or Finance, with a history of  
progressively-responsible applicable work  
experience. Interested individuals may send a cover 
letter and comprehensive resume, including at least 
five references with e-mail contacts, to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by e-mail or by fax:  
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859-392-1589

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
ASSOCIATE 

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities is 
seeking hire a qualified, actively-practicing Roman  
Catholic individual for a full time position whose  
primary focus will be to promote Catholic Charities  
and to cultivate donors. The candidate will be  
responsible all aspects of prospective donor  
relations, including administering the Donor Snap  
software. This position is accountable for entering  
and updating donor records, running reports, and  
maintaining consistency within the database. The  
ideal candidate must be able to work collaboratively  
as a member of the Institutional Advancement  
Team, and with the Executive Director, Volunteer  
Coordinator, and other departments as needed.  
Candidates must have appropriate education,  
training, and experience, in addition to a high  
attention to detail and excellent communication  
and people skills. To apply, or to nominate a  
candidate, email or fax a letter of interest, C-V or  
comprehensive resume with compensation history,  
and a minimum of five references with their contact  
e-mail addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

EXECUTIVE CHEF/MANAGER 
Do you have a passion for food?  
Are you a leader in the kitchen?  
Are you looking for a caring work environment? 
Apply today as Executive Chef/Manager at the Sisters  
of Notre Dame in Park Hills, KY. 
Responsible for daily operations of the kitchen and  
dining areas. Develops weekly menus, oversees and 
helps prepare meals, controls inventory and dietary 
budget, supervises dietary staff. Full-time, excellent  
benefits. 
Apply online at www.sndusa.org/careersKY or send 
resume to hr@sndusa.org.  
PT/PRN cook position also available!

SCHOOL CAFETERIA MANAGERS 
The School Food Services Office of the Diocese of Covington 
Department of Catholic Schools seeks candidates for School Cafeteria 
Managers at Prince of Peace Montessori School, St. Agnes School,  
St. Cecilia School, St. Mary School and St. Philip School. Monday - 
Friday, during the school year. The School Cafeteria Manager’s  
primary responsibilities involve overall supervision of the School’s 
meals program, including: managing employees; ordering, receiving, 
and managing inventory; preparing and serving meals; operating the 
point-of-sale system; and interacting with school staff, students, and 
their parents. Organizational and interpersonal skills are essential to 
this position. To request an application, contact Stephen Koplyay, 
SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org. Scan and return the completed  
application by e-mail, including references with contact e-mail 
addresses and compensation history. Applications may also be faxed 
to 859/392-1589. 
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Catholic News Service 
TULSA, Okla. — Ahead of  a May 30 ecumenical prayer 

service to recall the Tulsa Race Massacre of  1921, Bishop 
David A. Konderla said it was important “to pause and 
reflect on how such an unspeakable horror could take 
place so that we can avoid any such evil in our own day.” 

“It is hard to believe that 100 years ago people could 
think and act in such a way. It is unthinkable. Still, it hap-
pened,” he said. 

The Tulsa bishop led the service at Holy Family 
Cathedral with the Rev. Robert Turner of  the Historic 

Vernon Chapel A.M.E. Church, which remains a visual 
reminder of  the massacre of  Black people in an area of  the 
city known “Black Wall Street,” Tulsa’s prosperous Black 
neighborhood of  Greenwood. 

At the time, it was the wealthiest Black community in 
America. Rev. Turner’s church is the only standing Black-
owned structure on Historic Greenwood Avenue from that 
era. 

Bishop Konderla said the prayer service was “a time to 
acknowledge a grave evil that took place and mourn the 
lives lost and destroyed as well as a time to celebrate the 

courage of  those people who served as shining lights in 
that dark time to help the victims.” 

The Tulsa Race Massacre, one of  the most severe inci-
dents of  racial violence in U.S. history, began May 31, 1921, 
and lasted for two days. It left somewhere between 30 and 
300 people dead, mostly African Americans, and destroyed 
over 1,400 homes and businesses. 

Despite its severity and destructiveness, the Tulsa race 
massacre was barely mentioned in history books until the 
late 1990s, when a state commission was formed to docu-
ment the incident. 

“According to R. Halliburton, Jr., author of  ‘The Tulsa 
Race War of  1921,’ the director of  a squad of  Black grave 
diggers reported that 150 died,” according to an article 
reprinted in the June 2021 issue of  the Eastern Oklahoma 
Catholic, Tulsa’s diocesan magazine. “But The Oklahoma 
Eagle, the city’s Black newspaper, claims that as many as 
300 persons were killed.” 

“Tulsa’s Black community suffered a catastrophic 
human loss, and many refused to accept the official death 
list,” Halliburton wrote. “The total casualties will never be 
known. Hospital and Red Cross records indicate that near-
ly a thousand were treated.” 

The racial violence broke out in the city after an accu-
sation was made that a 19-year-old Black man, Dick 
Rowland, had sexually assaulted a white woman who was 
the elevator operator in the Drexel office building down-
town. 

“Rowland supposedly stumbled and stepped on the foot 
of  the white operator, a young divorcee named Sarah Page. 
Page became excited and screamed when the Black man 
bumped against her, and he fled from the elevator,” accord-
ing to the article in the Eastern Oklahoma Catholic. 

“This seemingly insignificant incident happened on the 
morning of  May 30, 1921. The next day, Rowland was 
arrested and at 3:15 p.m., The Tulsa Tribune released a 
front-page article headlined ‘Nab Negro for Attacking Girl 
in an Elevator.’” 

White rioters invaded Greenwood just north of  down-
town and “began stealing, destroying and murdering men, 
women and children,” the article said. “When the rioters 
had finished, almost 10,000 of  the area’s 11,000 residents 
were homeless. Two days later, the knights of  the Klu Klux 
Klan met on a hillside to celebrate the carnage by burning 
a large cross, a trademark of  the Klan.” 

In the midst of  the riot, Father James Heiring, the pas-
tor of  Holy Family Cathedral in Tulsa, opened the doors of  
the church to provide refuge and protection for those flee-
ing the violence. 

According to an article published by The Tulsa Tribune 
June 6, 1921, the cathedral’s nuns, the women of  the 
Society of  St. Vincent de Paul Society and its Knights of  
Columbus provided food, clothing and shelter to some 400 
Black victims of  the riot. 

“Aiding Black victims of  the riot was not free of  risk for 
the cathedral and its parishioners,” wrote James O. 
Goodwin in Tulsa’s diocesan magazine. “The message 
sought to be conveyed by the rioters was that Tulsa’s white 
society had no room for the Black man, and the rioters’ 
attitudes toward Catholics were little better. 

“But the courage displayed by the people of  Holy 
Family was a reply to the rioters’ message. The cathedral’s 
people were saying that all men and women are children of  
God and entitled to receive the protection and help that all 

God’s children deserve.” 
Father Gary Kastl, current 

pastor of  Holy Family Cathedral, said: “The witness of  our 
parishioners from the time of  the race massacre should 
not just make us proud of  what the cathedral did at that 
tenuous time, but rather inspire all of  us to be individuals 
who work to bring peace and mutual respect back into our 
communities today.” 

“Every human being possesses an inherent dignity that 
can never be taken away,” he added. “This is the fundamen-
tal principle within the Catholic tradition that drives the 
mandatory respect not only for life but also for the diversi-
ty that exists within the human family due to culture, race 
and ethnicity.” 

“When we come together seeking that which unites us, 
our faith and salvation in Christ,” Father Kastl said, “the 
diverse places from which we come help inform our under-
standing and appreciation that different cultures bring to 
a community.”

Ecumenical service remembers victims of Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921
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The Greenwood neighborhood is seen in ruins after a mob passed through it during the 1921 race massacre in Tulsa, 
Okla.



Plenary indulgence granted to  
post-pandemic pilgrims in Italy 

ROME — As COVID-19 restrictions continue to ease in Italy, 
the country’s bishops are hoping a new tourism initiative will 
attract would-be pilgrims. One way the June 1-Sept. 17 initia-
tive, “Ora viene il bello” (“Now comes the beautiful”), hopes to 
draw pilgrims is by granting a plenary indulgence to those 
who visit one of  Italy’s many shrines. Cardinal Mauro 
Piacenza, head of  the Apostolic Penitentiary, the Vatican office 
that promotes and regulates indulgences, signed a decree 
granting a plenary indulgence after a request was made May 17 
by Bishop Stefano Russo, general secretary of  the Italian bish-
ops’ conference. Among the conditions for receiving an indul-
gence are a spirit detached from sin, going to confession as 
soon as possible, receiving Communion and praying for the 
intentions of  Pope Francis. In a statement released May 29, 
Bishop Russo said the initiative, which is sponsored by the 
Italian bishops’ national tourism office, offered a “great oppor-
tunity to regenerate hope” in the country which was devastat-
ed by the pandemic. 

 

Hong Kong Masses remember 
Tiananmen Square protesters 

HONG KONG — The protesters killed in Tiananmen Square 
in mainland China on June 4, 1989, used to be remembered in 
Hong Kong with an annual candlelight vigil in the city’s expan-
sive Victoria Park, attended by crowds as big as 130,000, all 
holding flickering candles. Now the lawful gatherings seem to 
be limited to seven Catholic churches. The reason for the dra-
matic downsizing? Politics and the pandemic. Police said they 
had to cancel the event this year and last year because of  social 
distancing rules put in place to control the spread of  COVID-19. 
This year’s event is the first one banned since the Chinese gov-
ernment in Beijing imposed a national security law on Hong 
Kong last June. The controversial legislation prohibits acts of  
secession, subversion, terrorism and collusion with foreign 
forces. Last year, despite a ban, thousands went to Victoria 
Park. Eventually, 26 people were charged with offenses includ-
ing taking part in an unauthorized assembly and incitement. 
The law that critics say is overly broad and vaguely worded has 
many Hong Kong residents wondering whether the memorial 
in Victoria Park is over for good. But other laws allow Hong 
Kongers, albeit fewer of  them, to officially gather and solemnly 
remember those students who were shot to death by soldiers in 
a public square. “We believe that celebrating a Catholic Mass is 
a religious activity protected by our basic law,” said Porson 
Chan, a project officer for the Justice and Peace Commission of  
the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese. 

 

Catholic leaders: Biden budget aims to 
help vulnerable but excludes unborn 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of  the U.S. bishops’ pro-life 
committee called on Congress May 28 to preserve the Hyde 

Amendment in any federal budget proposal and “to work 
toward a budget that truly builds up the common good of  all.” 
The head of  the Catholic Health Association of  the United 
States likewise called on Congress to support “the long-stand-
ing prohibition of  federal funding for abortion and maintain 
the Hyde Amendment.” Earlier the same day, President Joe 
Biden unveiled his proposed budget of  $6 trillion for fiscal year 
2022 that would include spending to improve and modernize 
the nation’s infrastructure, provide free pre-K and community 
college, and increase domestic programs. His plan does not 
include the Hyde Amendment, which has been included in 
spending bills since 1976 to prohibit federal tax dollars from 
directly funding abortion except in cases of  rape, incest or 
when the life of  the woman would be endangered. In their 
respective statements, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of  
Kansas City, Kansas, chairman of  the U.S. bishops’ Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities, and Mercy Sister Mary Haddad, CHA’s 
president and CEO, said the Biden proposal has a number of  
provisions to help vulnerable Americans but is remiss in leav-
ing out Hyde, which protects the most vulnerable — the 
unborn. 

 

Syriac Catholic patriarch says situation 
in Syria ‘humanly unbearable’ 

BEIRUT — The Syriac Catholic patriarch said the situation 
in Syria “continues to be humanly unbearable and devastat-
ing” and risks emptying the war-torn country of  its Christian 
community for good. Patriarch Ignace Joseph III Younan called 
on Western countries to lift “all economic sanctions against 
Syria, because they only harm the innocent. The economic 
sanctions imposed on Syrian people by the Western govern-
ments in the name of  democracy and political liberty have cre-
ated horrendous consequences in a country that endured wars, 
siege and abandonment for over 10 years,” Patriarch Younan 
told Catholic News Service May 23 after visiting Syria. 
“Ordinary people are suffering poverty that borders on starva-
tion,” Patriarch Younan said. He cited the lack of  medicine, 
food, and fuel for electricity and transportation. The patriarch, 
who is based in Beirut, spent 10 days visiting three Syriac 
Catholic dioceses: Homs, in central Syria; Aleppo in the north; 
and Damascus, the capital. “Despite the joy of  the encounters 
and visits, one could not ignore the feelings of  sadness and 
resentment in the heart of  
many,” Patriarch Younan 
said. 

 
Abbott signs 
‘heartbeat’  
abortion law, says 
Texans work to 
protect life 

AUSTIN, Texas — The new 
Texas “heartbeat” abortion 
law “will save thousands of  
lives and is a vital step on the 
road to abolishing all abor-

tions in Texas,” said Texas Right to Life after Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed the measure into law. The law, which is to take effect 
Sept. 1, bans abortions after a fetal heartbeat is detectable, 
which could be as early as six weeks of  pregnancy. The law, one 
of  the nation’s strictest abortion measures, has an exception 
for medical emergencies but not for rape or incest. “Our cre-
ator endowed us with the right to life and yet millions of  chil-
dren lose their right to life every year because of  abortion,” 
Abbott said before signing the bill May 19. “In Texas, we work 
to save those lives. That’s exactly what the Texas Legislature 
did this session.” He later tweeted: “The heartbeat bill is now 
LAW in the Lone Star State. This bill ensures the life of  every 
unborn child with a heartbeat will be saved from the ravages of  
abortion.” Abbott thanked the two Republican state lawmakers 
who were the lead sponsors of  the measure in their respective 
legislative chambers: Sen. Bryan Hughes and Rep. Shelby 
Slawson. It is the first “pro-life priority bill” to pass both cham-
bers of  the Texas Legislature and be signed into law. 

 

Holy See receives permanent observer 
status at the WHO 

VATICAN CITY — The World Health Assembly adopted a 
resolution to formalize the participation of  the Holy See in the 
World Health Organization as a nonmember state observer. 
The annual assembly, which is the decision-making body of  
WHO, held its sessions online and at its headquarters in 
Geneva May 24-31. The assembly adopted “by consensus” May 
31 a resolution presented by Italy that “formalizes the partici-
pation of  the Holy See in the work of  the World Health 
Organization as a nonmember state observer,” the Vatican said 
in a communique June 1. “This decision reflects the relation-
ship that the Holy See has continuously maintained with this 
organization since 1953, and it bears witness to the commit-
ment of  the family of  nations in addressing, through dialogue 
and international solidarity, the global health challenges that 
afflict humanity,” the communique said. The resolution con-
fers on the Holy See the right to participate in the general 
debate of  the health assembly and other meetings, make inter-
ventions and reply as well as co-sponsor draft resolutions and 
decisions that make reference to the Holy See, among other 
rights. However, the Holy See does not have the right to vote or 
to put forward candidates for office. 
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