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‘Amoris Laetitia’ — yearlong reflection on family
begins in the diocese with Mass, July 10
on “Living Liturgically,” that invites families to transform typical
family events into faith-focused fun. News and resources will be
In celebration of the fifth anniversary of his apostolic exhorta- added to the website throughout the year.
tion “Amoris Laetitia,” Pope Francis announced that the Catholic
According to the dicastery’s website, the “Amoris Laetitia
Church will dedicate more than a year to focusing on the family and Family” year “aims to reach every family around the world through
conjugal love.
several spiritual, pastoral and cultural proposals that can be impleDuring his Sunday Angelus address Dec. 27, the pope commem- mented within parishes, dioceses, universities, ecclesial moveorated the feast of the Holy Family and said that it served as a ments and family associations.”
reminder “of the example of evangelizing with the family” as highThe dicastery said that the goals of the celebration include sharlighted in his exhortaing the contents of the
tion.
apostolic exhortation
The year of reflecmore widely, proclaimYear of the Family Mass
tion
on
“Amoris
ing the gift of the sacraBishop Roger Foys will celebrate Mass kicking-off the diocesan
Laetitia,” which began
ment of marriage and
celebration of the Year of the Family, Saturday, July 10, 10 a.m.
March 19, 2021 and will
enabling families to
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington.
end June 26, 2022, is an
“become active agents
opportunity “to focus
of the family apostoBring the whole family — including grandparents
more closely on the conlate.”
— all are invited to attend. Pope Francis instituted
tents of the document.”
In his Angelus talk,
the Year of the Family to inspire Catholics across
“I invite everyone to
the pope said that the
the world to rise up and transform the
take part in the initiaHoly Family is a model
culture through their family lives. Will you and
tives that will be proin which “all families of
your family answer the call?
moted during the year
the world can find their
For information, contact the Office of Catechesis
and that will be coordisure point of reference
and Evangelization at (859) 392-1500 or visit
nated by the Dicastery
and sure inspiration.”
for Laity, the Family and
CovDio.Org/Family.
Through them, he
Life,” he added. “Let us
said, “we are called to
entrust this journey,
rediscover the educawith families all over
tional value of the famithe world, to the Holy Family of Nazareth, in particular to St. ly unit; it must be founded on the love that always regenerates relaJoseph, the devoted spouse and father.”
tionships, opening up horizons of hope.”
In the Diocese of Covington, the Year of the Family celebration
Families can experience sincere communion when they live in
kicks-off with Mass celebrated by Bishop Roger Foys, Saturday, prayer, when forgiveness prevails over discord and “when the daily
July 10, 10 a.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption. All are harshness of life is softened by mutual tenderness and serene
invited to gather their families together to begin the local recogni- adherence to God’s will,” he added.
tion of the year with prayer. The Mass will be livestreamed from the
“I would like to say something to you: If you quarrel within the
Cathedral website, www.covcathedral.org, for families who are family, do not end the day without making peace,” the pope said.
unable to attend in person.
“And do you know why? Because cold war, day after day, is extremeThe diocesan Office of Catechesis and Evangelization has also ly dangerous. It does not help.”
created a new webpage, www.covdio.org/family, that offers many
“When an argument starts at home, instead of trying to win it,
resources for families to grow closer to each other and deeper in let’s try to diffuse it,” and forgive one another, Pope Francis said.
their faith. A plethora of movies organized by age appropriateness Small efforts and gestures, he said, “change history because they
and interest are available for families to choose from so that they open the door, they open the window to Jesus’s light.”
can begin a tradition of Catholic Movie Night. There is also a guide
Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

Grandparents proclaim the Gospel and hand down
traditions just by their love
Laura Keener
Editor

As the Church celebrates the Year of the
Family, March 19, 2021–June 26, 2022, the
Messenger and the Office of Catechesis and
Evangelization are collaborating on a monthly
series of articles highlighting families. This article — the first in that series — focuses on grandparents.
In anticipation of the first celebration of
“World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly”,
which the Church will celebrate July 25 this
year and on the fourth Sunday of July on the
liturgical calendar, Pope Francis, in his May 31
message to grandparents said, “It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still work
or not, whether you are alone or have a family,
whether you became a grandmother or grandfather at a young age or later, whether you are
still independent or need assistance. Because
there is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to your grandchildren. You just need to set out and undertake something new.”
(See Pope Francis entire message on page 3.)
Up a long and winding gravel driveway, past a still and tranquil

pond in southern Campbell County is the home
of Jim and Terry Roessler. It’s a welcoming,
white country home with a wrap-around porch,
an expansive yard with a Mary grotto, all set
beneath a canopy of trees. The home exudes
peace and love — a concrete expression of the
Roessler’s themselves.
The Roessler’s are youthful grandparents
and for them proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to their 15 and growing
grandchildren, especially passing on the
Catholic faith, is essential. Mrs. Roessler notes
that she has 18 grandchildren — 15, ages 13 on
down, two in heaven and one on the way. For
them sharing the faith is experiencing new
adventures and continuing traditions that have
been handed down to them. Mrs. Roessler
remembers her grandmother wearing a blue
ribbon signifying her membership in a Marian
group.
“I remember they would go and lead the
rosary and attend Mass,” said Mrs. Roessler. She, too, has a devotion
to Mary and, her children say, can be regularly found praying the
rosary and inviting the family to pray the rosary together.
(Continued on page 2)
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Grandparents
(Continued from page 1)

ness to others in need continues and is influencing the
next generation of Roesslers.
“They are thoughtful and do hard work without being
asked and they are always looking to help others, especially our family,” said Mrs. Rousseau’s oldest child, Eva,
about her grandparents.
Family and faith are paramount for Mr. and Mrs.
Roessler and they willingly and joyfully accept the necessary sacrifices to ensure the best for their children and
grandchildren. All five of their children have attended a

“I just know they were diligent about praying the
rosary, going to Mass, and receiving the sacraments,” said
Mr. Roessler about his grandparents.
“Holidays were wonderful,” Mrs. Roessler said about
being with her grandparents. “That’s what you did, you
had an Easter celebration and you went out and collected
Easter eggs and you had a meal together. It’s always about
having a meal together and sharing that day. I
remember my grandmother always made me and my
sister matching Easter outfits.”
Living the faith — living the Gospel of Life —
being a witness to Christ’s love with an openness to
life, Mr. and Mrs. Roessler said, is the primary role of
grandparents. That role, Mrs. Roessler said, has not
changed since she was a child, but she believes that
role has become more urgent and grandparents have
become more focused on that role as the culture
becomes more and more secular and values and
morals more distorted.
“I feel more of a need to be hands on, to be active
in their prayer lives, given the culture, and pass on
the faith and the strength to live that faith to them,”
Mrs. Roessler said. “It is just living the faith, but now
it’s done with more purpose or more intentionally.”
Like their parents and grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Roessler continue the traditions of holiday celebrations — albeit less the matching outfits — and
Sundays are always a celebration.
“Sunday dinners are a big aspect of our lives, we
make that a priority no matter what has happened
during the week,” said Joanna Roessler, the youngest
of the siblings. “We have discussions around the dinner table and the nieces and nephews pick up on
that.”
“Grandma and grandpa are living out the faith
and they see that — their witness,” said Laura Terry and Jim Roessler.
Rousseau, the oldest sibling and mother of five.
Catholic college — the Franciscan University of
“Their door has always been open to anyone and everyone
Steubenville — and Mrs. Roessler decided to home school
who needs help.”
the children to ensure their formation in the Catholic
Mrs. Rousseau said that her parents didn’t have a lot
faith.
when they were growing up, however they were always a
“I guess they could have gone to a secular college, but I
friend to others in need — providing groceries and clothhear of so many people that come from good Catholic faming to a neighbor who had even less, opening their home to
ilies that are taught right out of the faith,” she said.
a neighbor whose house had burned down, welcoming
The sacrifice has not gone unappreciated, “My family
their children’s college friends during the holidays when
sacrificed a lot to make sure we went to a good Catholic
they couldn’t afford to make the trip home. That attentive-

university. That was a really hard time when we all went to
college because financially it took a lot,” said Mrs.
Rousseau. “We all married spouses that also believe the
faith is important — my mom and dad sacrificed so much
for this,” acknowledging the discord she has seen families
experience when one or more family member is alienated
from the faith.
“Living as an example, encouraging our lifestyles and
always being there to support us in having children and
helping us live out the faith, recognizing that all children
are a gift from God,” is what Ms. Roessler believes
her parents have instilled in her and her siblings and
are now passing on to the grandchildren. “They are
willing to drop whatever they are doing to come and
help us and love us where we are needing to be
loved,” she said.
“No matter how hard it was they always strived to
make sure our family was a unit and together and
that the faith was the center of everything that we
did,” said Mrs. Rousseau.
Mrs. Roessler teaches CCD at her parish and
takes seriously the ministry of teaching students the
sacraments. Each year she attends the St. John
Bosco conference at Franciscan University so that
she can continually learn and grow in the faith. As a
couple, the Roessler’s have enjoyed traveling as a
way to deepen their faith life — attending World
Youth Day in Canada to see St. Pope John Paul II,
traveling to Rome and Assisi. Mr. Roessler said that
two of their children live out of town — one in
Wisconsin and another in Georgia — and they make
a point of attending the baptisms and first
Communions of their grandchildren.
Mr. Roessler is a man of few words but his support and dedication to his wife, children and grandchildren speaks for him by the way he provides for
his family. He said that he nurtures his faith “by
going to church and being with family — being with
our daughters and son and the grandchildren.”
Mrs. Roessler said that it is her greatest hope that
by living the Gospel of life others will see the joy and gift
that children are and choose to open their hearts and
homes to the children God would entrust to them — no
matter the timing, no matter the ability or disability.
“I wish more people would be open to life and accepting
of children. They don’t realize how much they’re missing,
how many blessings they are missing,” she said. “I never
imagined having five children, certainly not 18 grandchildren, but it’s a joy.”

Keener photos

St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas, rattles the rafters
at the installation of its 14th pastor
Parishioners at St. Thomas Parish, Ft. Thomas, broke
into thunderous applause after Bishop Roger Foys presented Father Ross Kelsch with the keys to the parish
(far left) and presented Father Kelsch as the parish’s
14th pastor.
“The pastor has certain obligations and responsibilities
that he needs to fulfill,” Bishop Foys said in his homily.
“I know Father Ross well,” Bishop Foys said, acknowledging that he knew him as seminarian and ordained
him a deacon and a priest. “I can tell you, he will teach
you the truths of our faith as they are handed down to
us, and he will make available to you the sacraments
and sacramental life of the Church — the means by
which all of us are made holy. He will govern after
thoughtful listening and prayerful discernment. I just
ask you to support him and love him and to give him
the benefit of the doubt. We heard in the reading from
the Book of Wisdom that the Lord didn’t come to bring
death — he came to bring life. The parish priest doesn’t
come to bring strife, he comes to bring life and he
comes to bring peace and he comes to bring order and
he comes to bring the Lord.”
During the Rite of Installation, Bishop Foys leads the
newly named pastor to the sacramental stations of the
church. (left) Father Kelsch places a purple stole in the
confessional after Bishop Foys instructs, “Here Father
Kelsch you will bring healing and forgiveness to God’s
people … May your ministry of healing and forgiveness
bear rich fruits in the holiness of the lives of your
people.”
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‘I am with you always’ — pope’s message to grandparents/elderly
Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers,
of us have come to be accustomed.
Dear Elderly Friends,
Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pan“I am with you always” (Matt 28:20): this is the promise
demic, the Lord continues to send angels to console our
the Lord made to his disciples before he ascended into heavloneliness and to remind us: “I am with you always”. He
en. They are the words that he repeats to you today, dear
says this to you, and he says it to me. That is the meaning of
grandfathers and grandmothers, dear elderly friends. “I am
this Day, which I wanted to celebrate for the first time in this
with you always” are also the words that I, as Bishop of
particular year, as a long period of isolation ends and social
Rome and an elderly person like yourselves, would like to
life slowly resumes. May every grandfather, every grandaddress to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and
mother, every older person, especially those among us who
the Elderly. The whole Church
are most alone, receive the
is close to you — to us — and
visit of an angel!
cares about you, loves you and
At times those angels
Pope chooses
does not want to leave you
will have the face of our
alone!
grandchildren, at others,
theme for July 25
I am well aware that this
the face of family memWorld Day
Message comes to you at a diffibers, lifelong friends or
cult time: the pandemic swept
those we have come to
for Grandparents
down on us like an unexpected
know during these trying
and the Elderly
and furious storm; it has been a
times, when we have
time of trial for everyone, but
learned how important
VATICAN CITY — To express
the closeness of God and of the
especially for us elderly perhugs and visits are for each
church to every older person,
sons. Many of us fell ill, others
of us. How sad it makes me
Pope Francis has chosen “I am with you always” from
died or experienced the death of
that in some places these
the Gospel of Matthew as the theme for the first
spouses or loved ones, while othare still not possible!
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
ers found themselves isolated
The Lord, however, also
celebration July 25.
and alone for long periods.
sends
us messengers
“‘I am with you always’ is also a promise of closeThe Lord is aware of all that
through his words, which
ness and hope that young and old can mutually share.
we have been through in this
are always at hand. Let us
Not only are grandchildren and young people called
time. He is close to those who
try to read a page of the
upon to be present in the lives of older people, but
older people and grandparents also have a mission of
felt isolated and alone, feelings
Gospel every day, to pray
evangelization, proclamation and prayer, and of
that became more acute during
with the psalms, to read the
encouraging young people in their faith,” the
the pandemic. Tradition has it
prophets! We will be comstatement said. Pope Francis announced in late
that Saint Joachim, the grandfaforted by the Lord’s faithJanuary that he was establishing the World Day for
ther of Jesus, felt estranged
fulness. The Scriptures
Grandparents and the Elderly, which is to be
from those around him because
will also help us to undercelebrated each year on the fourth Sunday of July to
he had no children; his life, like
stand what the Lord is askcoincide with the feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne,
ing of our lives today. For
that of his wife Anne, was conJesus’ grandparents.
at every hour of the day (cf.
sidered useless. So the Lord sent
Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the dicastery,
Matt 20:1-16) and in every
an angel to console him. While
had said the annual event would be “a gift to the
whole church” and one that emphasizes the pastoral
season of life, he continues
he mused sadly outside the city
care of the elderly as “a priority that can no longer be
to send labourers into his
gates, a messenger from the
postponed by any Christian community.”
vineyard. I was called to
Lord appeared to him and said,
become the Bishop of
“Joachim, Joachim! The Lord
Rome when I had reached,
has heard your insistent
so to speak, retirement age and thought I would not be doing
prayer”. Giotto, in one of his celebrated frescoes, seems to
anything new. The Lord is always — always — close to us.
set the scene at night, one of those many sleepless nights,
He is close to us with new possibilities, new ideas, new confilled with memories, worries and longings to which many

solations, but always close to us. You know that the Lord is
eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”
(28:19-20). These words are also addressed to us today. They
help us better understand that our vocation is to preserve
our roots, to pass on the faith to the young, and to care for
the little ones. Think about it: what is our vocation today, at
our age? To preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the
young and to care for the little ones. Never forget this.
It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still
work or not, whether you are alone or have a family,
whether you became a grandmother or grandfather at a
young age or later, whether you are still independent or
need assistance. Because there is no retirement age from
the work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to your grandchildren. You just need to set out and
undertake something new.
At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed
vocation. You may wonder: How this can be possible? My
energy is running out and I don’t think I can do much. How
can I begin to act differently when habit is so much a part of
(Continued on page 7)

Official Assignment
Effective July 1, 2021
Juan Aviles
To: Development Advisory Board,
Diocese of Covington Alliance for
Catholic Urban Education
Term: Two years
By order of
the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

Jamie N. Schroeder,
Chancellor

Keener photo

Bishop’s
Schedule
July 3
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington,
4:30 p.m.

July 15
Individual meeting, 9 a.m.

July 4
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.

Monthly Holy Hour for
victims of sexual abuse, the
sanctification of priests,
Cathedral Basilica, 3 p.m.

July 10
Mass for the Year of the
Family, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.
July 11
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.

Curia employees retire after decades of service
Bishop Roger Foys and the Curia staff honored five fellow employees, June 15, as they begin retirement after many years
of service. Pictured (from left) are: Tom Ward, archivist, retiring after 20 years of service; Margie Schack, director, Safe
Environment Office, 22 years; Bishop Foys; Monica Yeamans, editorial assistant, Messenger, 11 years; Divine Providence
Sister Fran Moore, vicar for Religious, six years; and Clare Quigley, executive secretary, Chancery, 33 years.

July 12
DPAA Priests Committee
meeting, 10 a.m.
July 13
Deans meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Diocesan staff directors
meeting, 9:30 a.m.

July 17
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.
July 18
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
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What is love asking of me now?
Several years ago, a colleague of mine suffered a
crushing disappointment. Her instinctual temptation was
towards anger, towards shutting a series of doors and
withdrawing. Instead, wounded in spirit, she asked herself the question, what is
love asking of me now? In
IN EXILE
answering that, she found
that despite her every
instinct to the contrary,
love was asking her to
move away from bitterness
and withdrawal, asking her
to stretch her heart in ways
it had never been stretched
before.
What is love asking of
me now? That is the question we need to ask ourselves every time the cirFather Ron Rolheiser
cumstances of our lives are
shaken (by wound or by
grace) to a point where we no longer want to respond graciously and lovingly because everything inside of us
wants to shut down and withdraw.
Thus …
When I have just been through a bitter divorce, when I
feel my heart hardening and find myself growing hateful
towards someone I once trusted, the question becomes,
what is love asking of me now?
When I have lost a loved one to suicide, not just to
death but to a manner of death that becomes a prism that
recolors every memory of that person so that my love
turns to anger, the question becomes, what is love asking
of me now?
When a colleague humiliates me at a meeting with
insinuations that are untrue and my blood literally boils

at the unfairness, the question becomes, what is love asking of me now?
When my own child rejects my faith and values, complete with the hint that I am naïve and out of step with
the world and my temptation is to self-pity and (however
subtle) to withdraw my love and support, the question
becomes, what is love asking of me now?
When a medical diagnosis reveals that my health will
be forever compromised and every fiber in my body and
spirit wants to sink into anger and depression, the question becomes, what is love asking of me now?
When the Church that is my mother-tongue, that gave
me the faith, is found to be unfair, to be the bearer of sin,
when I see its flaws and am left to ponder the question of
how I can stay in a Church with that history and those
dysfunctions, the question becomes, what is love asking
of me now?
When I am betrayed in a relationship, lied to by someone I trusted, when I am tempted in bitterness never to
trust anyone again, the question becomes, what is love
asking of me now?
When I myself betray a trust, when out of weakness I
sin, when I want to wallow in self-hatred or rationalize or
deny my weakness, the question becomes, what is love
asking of me now?
When an election in the country produces a leader
whose personality and policies go against everything I
stand for, the question becomes, what is love asking of me
now?
When the parochial world I grew up in begins to give
way to a multilingual, multicultural, multiracial, and
multi-religious world that leaves me feeling left behind,
when paranoia and defensiveness have me desperately
trying to hang on to what once was, the question
becomes, what is love asking of me now?
When I live with someone in my family who is dys-

functional and my every desire is to avoid him and live
my own life, the question becomes, what is love asking of
me now?
When I have to deal daily with someone who hates me
and everything inside me wants to respond in kind, the
question becomes, what is love asking of me now.
However, it is not only negative things that upset us in
this way, tempt us towards hatred and withdrawal, and
leave us in a space that forces us to respond in a new way,
huge grace can do the same thing.
Thus …
When I finally get that long longed-for promotion, complete with the big salary and a voice in decision-making
and the temptation is to inflate and feel superior to those
around me, the question becomes, what is love asking of
me now?
When I am invited to be the valedictorian for my graduating class and am on the podium basking in the adulation of the crowd (aware of the jealousy of my classmates) multiple temptations will beset me, most of them
unhealthy. The question then becomes, what is love asking of me now?
When someone blesses me in a deep way with love,
gratitude and affirmation and my temptation is to feed
my ego with that blessing, the question becomes, what is
love asking of me now?
We cannot protect ourselves against the spontaneous
feelings that beset us, both when things go well and when
they go badly — and most of those feelings tempt us away
from love. So, whenever either a depression or an inflation is tempting us away from what is best and most
noble, the question becomes, what is love asking of me
now?
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author.

The beautiful hungry caterpillar
In my vocation as a Little Sister of the Poor, I am
involved in several aspects of our mission of hospitality
to the elderly. One of my favorite things is organizing creative activities for our residents, so I’m always looking for
new art projects they
might enjoy.
GUEST
Recently, I became
intrigued with collage as
an artistic medium. After
watching a few online
tutorials, I reached out to
a professional collage
artist to ask her if she had
ever taught frail seniors
or people with disabilities.
I was touched when I
received a personal reply
from Elizabeth St. Hilaire
the very next day. She gave
me some tips about supSister Constance
plies and suggested that I
Veit, L.S.P.
explore the work of collage artist Eric Carle,
whose style she thought might correspond to our seniors.
I wasn’t familiar with Eric Carle, at least by name, but
when I googled him, I recognized his colorful style from
children’s books I’d seen when visiting my nieces and
nephew. The more research I did, the more fascinated I
became with Carle’s life and work.
Carle’s childlike spirit and peaceful, carefree creative
process really struck me. Both Carle and St. Hilaire create vibrant “paper paintings” featuring many elements
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from the natural world, along with adorable animals and
intriguing human beings. But while St. Hilaire creates
her impressionistic images using tiny bits of hand-printed collage paper, Carle’s works are created using pieces of
tissue paper he fills with seemingly random brush
strokes, circular patterns, dots and splatters of paint. His
style is whimsical and a bit primitive.
Watching a video of Eric Carle creating art in his studio and engaging with children, I was struck by his
serene attentiveness to his craft, to nature and to other
people. I couldn’t help but think that his life could have
taken a very different turn.
After an idyllic early childhood, Carle moved to
Germany with his parents because his mother missed
her homeland. His father was drafted into the German
army at the beginning of World War II, taken prisoner
and eventually returned home a broken man.
As a teenager, Carle was conscripted to dig trenches
along the German border. It was onerous work, forcing
him to confront the dark realities of war.
After completing art school, returning to the United
States and working for several years as a commercial
artist in New York City, he was drafted into the U.S. army
during the Korean War. He could have become hardened
or cynical, but he didn’t.
In 1967 Carle was hired to illustrate his first children’s
book, a job that changed his life. He then devoted the rest
of his life to writing and illustrating children’s books —
70 in all, with over 170 million copies sold. Recent interviews reveal a man very much at peace, someone who
grew wiser, more insightful and more childlike as he
aged.
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Eric Carle’s approach to life seems tailor-made for our
present situation. “Simplify, slow down, be kind,” he often
said.
And on a wall in the Eric Carle Museum of Picture
Book Art is the following inscription: “Children’s books
remind us in uncertain times that there is still much we
do know: Kindness matters. Laughter is essential. Caring
for each other is everything.”
Carle passed away in his home in Massachusetts on
May 23, 2021.
While visiting my family in New England the week
after Carle’s death, I had a conversation with my young
cousin, a precocious six-year-old. She told me about dressing up as a character from her favorite book, “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar,” for a recent school assignment.
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” is Eric Carle’s most
popular title.
I asked her what makes her appreciate Carle’s books
so much. Her response stunned me. Eric Carle, she said,
“makes simple beauty out of pieces of nothing.”
I don’t know if Eric Carle was a Christian, but his life
and work seem to epitomize Gospel simplicity and Pope
Francis’ vision of older people as guides who can help the
young formulate their own dreams.
As we look forward to celebrating the first World Day
of Grandparents and the Elderly on July 25, I feel that I
have found a new friend. As I grow older I pray I will be
able to make simple beauty out of pieces of nothing like
Eric Carle did.
Sister Constance Veit is director of communications for
the Little Sisters of the Poor.
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COMMENTARY

Freedom is found
in Jesus Christ
The readings for the 14th Sunday in Ordinary
Time — Cycle B are: Ezekiel 2:2-5; 2 Corinthians
12:7-10 and Mark 6:1-6.
In our reflection on the readings for the 14th Sunday
in Ordinary Time, I think it is necessary for us to reflect
on our baptism. It was a time when we (or our parents
and godparents) professed
the faith of the Church
GO AND GLORIFY
and were made children
of the most high God.
Our sins, both original sin
and personal sin (if we
were over the age of
seven) were washed away
and we became the
dwelling place of the Holy
Spirit.
Through the
Explanatory Rites we
were reminded to keep
our white baptismal gown
free of the stain of sin
Father Daniel Schomaker
and that our baptismal
candle should be kept burning brightly and never
dimmed. The Lord God, through the Church, gave us
many wonderful things in our baptism.
But, baptism also required a promise from us — to listen to, to follow, to heed and to proclaim God. I hope this
doesn’t come as a surprise to anyone.
In our readings for today, we have Ezekiel, Paul and
Jesus doing just that — evangelizing. But, notice it’s not
that easy. Never will you hear in the sacred Scriptures
that being a follower of Jesus Christ is easy. In fact, it is
quite challenging most of the time.
I can almost hear Ezekiel saying to God: “Are you kidding me? You want me to go into a community which
you yourself are saying are ‘rebellious’ and ‘hard of face
and obstinate of heart’ and tell them what they’ve done
wrong!?” And God’s answer is “YES!”
One might say that St. Paul is a little bit “off ”: “I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints…” He is accepting of and thankful
for a thorn in his flesh and an angel of Satan to beat him.
And Jesus, going home to Nazareth, enters the synagogue and teaches. The people who have known him his
whole life “take offense at him.” You can almost hear
their thoughts: “Here is this carpenter, the son of a carpenter, trying to tell us the ‘wisdom of God!’”
Where does their strength come from, where is their
encouragement, where is their fortitude? God himself !
God speak to us, just as he spoke to St. Paul: “My grace is
sufficient for you.” And it is true, most especially in those
most difficult times when we are called to live out the
Gospel in joy — God will give us the grace we need.
As we Catholics in the United States join with the rest
of our country in the celebration of July 4th,
Independence Day, that celebration of freedom from
tyranny, let us preach the ultimate freedom (even when it
is hard and we don’t feel capable) — freedom from the
Evil One, freedom from sin — the freedom found only in
Jesus Christ!
Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine
Parish, Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky.

A welcome example of holiness
Pope Francis approved or advanced the causes of 14
new saints in recent weeks, marking a particularly fruitful period as the Vatican and the world gingerly emerge
from pandemic lockdowns.
It’s heartening to see that, just as it is to see that the
pope has returned to delivering his traditional greeting
and Sunday prayer from a
window overlooking St.
GUEST
Peter’s Square to a
masked and socially distanced gathering of the faithful below.
Still, the COVID-19 restrictions that have kept much of
the world locked down for over a year have not been lifted
completely in Europe, where positivity rates remain elevated and vaccine rollout has not been smooth.
That’s why the seven canonizations approved May 3 by
Pope Francis — including the hermit, Blessed Charles de
Foucauld — will be on hold until it’s safer to hold the
large, formal ceremonies that mark such occasions at the
Vatican.
The announcement of the seven new saints came less
than two weeks after the pope issued a decree declaring
the sainthood of Blessed Margaret of Città di Castello, a
much-loved 14th century Italian Dominican laywoman,
and advancing of the causes of six others.
Waiving the long formal canonical investigation usually required in making saints, the pope —on the recommendation of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes —
authorized St. Margaret’s veneration as a saint under a
church practice known as “equipollent,” or equivalent
canonization, which can be applied when there is evidence of strong devotion among the faithful to the holy
person.
Blind and severely disabled from birth, St. Margaret
was kept hidden by her wealthy parents, who eventually
abandoned her. She was later taken in by Dominican
nuns and then friars, who welcomed her as a lay member
of the order.

She opened a school for the town’s children, where she
instructed them in the faith, and also looked after children while their parents worked. The local people began
calling for her sainthood almost immediately after her
death in 1320.
Blessed Charles de Foucauld was born in 1858 to a
prominent family in France. Orphaned young after the
death of his parents, he and his sister were lovingly cared
for by both sets of grandparents. After the death of his
remaining grandfather, young Charles used his inheritance to live a dissolute life in a military unit before
resigning to explore Morocco. He wrote a well-received
study of that country then returned to France where he
rekindled his Catholic faith.
He joined the Trappists, living in monasteries in
France and in Syria, before seeking an even more austere
life as a hermit. After his ordination to the priesthood in
1901, he lived among the poor and finally settled in
Tamanrasset, Algeria. In 1916, he was killed by a band of
marauders. His writings inspired the foundation, after
his death, of the Little Brothers of Jesus and the Little
Sisters of Jesus.
Both of these young people were born to privilege but
were accepted in radically different ways by their families, yet both displayed a profound and deep Catholic faith
that carried them through their lives.
Although they lived in different eras, the impact they
had on those they encountered was significant. We’re
grateful that they will now be part of our own era as
saints.
This unsigned editorial was published online May 5 on
the website of Catholic New York, archdiocesan newspaper
and has been provided by Catholic News Service. The views
or positions presented in this or any guest editorial are
those of the individual publication and do not necessarily
represent the views of Catholic News Service or of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Summer is here and …
Summer has arrived for many of us. That moment we
have dreamt about has arrived. Many of us are reunited
with our families and friends in a physical way. Church
attendance is up and again a reuniting of friends in our
Church family. People are planning and going on vacations that have been a
source of hope for many
BELIEVE, TEACH,
over the last 15 months.
PRACTICE
We have had our
“introvert moments” to
think, pray and understand what grace God has
given us to assist him in
carrying out his mission
for humanity in the present moment. What have
we discovered about ourselves and what God calls
us to do in 2021? How
many times in the last 15
months have we asked
Deacon Steven Durkee
God “If you will do this
for me or my family or the
world then I will do this?” And now is the time to answer
God’s response.
God brought many if not most of us through the pandemic. We are thankful and appreciative.
How does my daily response to God reflect my promise
once made to him? Much like Jesus’ response when working back in Nazareth, our response is unique to us and
our understanding of being the recipient of God’s grace
and mercy. Perhaps just being a person who greets people
they meet on the street or in the grocery store or at the
gas station with a smile and eye contact, sends a message

that the other person is also a creature and gift of the
Father and deserves our recognition. We might set as a
standard a daily attempt to affirm three people in our
family or workplace for who they are and how important
they are in our life.
Another challenge might be to explore our neighborhood. Intentionally find stores or shops close by that we
have never taken the time to see what treasures they
hold. How many small parks are within a few miles of
our homes that we simply drive by and not recognize the
beauty in nature that is so very close to us? How many
parks or recreation centers are operating at full capacity
and could use our assistance for a few hours per week to
assist in outdoor activities for children or preparing daily
lunches for children who generally have received that
nourishment while attending school?
How many of us promised to spend more time in the
diocese’s Adoration chapels and churches but have not
yet scheduled it into our weekly activities? Is it possible,
in our “freedom” to spend just an hour per week listening
for the Lord in an Adoration chapel or church?
I am truly thankful and amazed at the healing and
peace that all of us have had to encounter in dealing with
the recent pandemic. God never gave up on us. He was
always at work in using the many thousands of first line
responders and support teams as well as our own families to help bring about and deliver his healing and hope
and mercy for all of us. And now we have the ability to
appreciate how God continues to call us to be about delivering his mercy and peace using our own unique qualities of observation and assistance to continue his work in
our own world.
Deacon Steve Durkee is assigned to St. John the
Evangelist Parish and St. Ann Mission, Covington.
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Be
Witnesses
‘Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!’
— Pope Francis

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org
Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com
Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org
Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndusa.org/regions/
#covington
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
www.ssjw.org

Public and Private
Associations
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org
Missionaries of St. John the
Baptist
www.msjb.info

Striving to live in imitation of Christ
Karen Kuhlman
Monastery of Christ’s Passion.
Messenger Correspondent
Sister Margaret Mary had known from a young age that she
There are many needs in our world today. Each presents peowanted a religious vocation. While on retreat, she could hear the
ple of goodwill with opportunities to alleviate the suffering that
sisters chanting at prayer and loved the prayer life she experiaccompanies those needs through the spiritual and corporal
enced at the Erlanger Monastery. She wanted that life for herself
works of mercy. The corporal works of mercy, such as feeding the
and entered the convent in 1960.
hungry and sheltering the homeless, tend to our physical needs.
Mother Marie Michelle had heard that same call to a vocation
The spiritual works of mercy speak to the interior life through
but did not want it and did her best to ignore it. She had enviactions such as comforting the sorrowful or counseling the
sioned her vocation to be that of a wife and mother to many childoubtful.
dren and struggled against the idea
The nuns of the
of a religious vocation. Instead, she
Erlanger Monastery of
made grand bargains with God: She
Christ’s Passion are called
would become a nurse and the best
to be a sign of the love of
mother in the world instead of
Christ Crucified for the
becoming a sister if he would take
“Within the Church, the Passionist
Father and all mankind
back the call. She did become a
Nuns are called to be a sign of the love of
through their unceasing
nurse but was ultimately unable to
contemplation of the
continue to ignore God’s plan for her
Jesus Crucified for the Father and for
Paschal Mystery of Jesus.
life, and she entered the congregamankind. By their unceasing contemplation in 1961.
One of the Spiritual Works
Though living a cloistered life,
of Mercy lived by the contion of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus —
Sister Margaret Mary says the sisters
templatives is to pray for
cannot live their lives like ostriches
the living and the dead,
the greatest and most overwhelming
and, as informed voters, are very
and the sisters accept all
work of God’s love — they are certain of
much aware of what goes on in the
of the prayer requests preworld. That is important so that they
sented to them.
contributing to the fullness of the
can offer prayers for the people and
Two of the sisters, who
Church’s presence to mankind.”
the events of a world which is sorely
have been members of
in need of prayers.
the congregation for
Passionist Rule #4
Whether through their devotions,
decades, have recently
the
work of the day, the baking of
exchanged roles in service
The Passionist Nuns vow to live in the
the altar bread or enjoying life in
to their community — for
light of this self-sacrificing love of Jesus
community, the primary focus of the
the second time. Mother
sisters is centering on the love that
Margaret Mary Fields has
and keep alive the memory of the
Christ has for all of us.
once again become Sister
Passion of Jesus Christ.
“Our spirituality focuses not on
Margaret Mary, while
the gore of the crucifixion, but on
Sister Marie Michelle
the love that Jesus had for us, and
Mudd has once again
still has for us, as manifested in the
become Mother Marie
Eucharist and the Mass,” said Mother Marie Michelle.“We strive
Michelle. And, according to both of the sisters, the other is the sisdaily to live in imitation of Christ, but we can never completely tap
ter who has done the best job as superior of the congregation.
the beauty of the Catholic Church. The Gospel gives us hope every
Each speaks lovingly of the contributions of the other, compliday, and that hope is the love of Christ. That love is not a feeling. It
menting her sister on the assets that make her a gift to the comis a fact. We listen to those who call seeking prayers for some of
munity.
life’s heartbreaking problems and pray to alleviate the hardships
Sister Margaret Mary and Mother Marie Michelle grew up in
Louisville and became friends as nurses working in the healthcare people bear. We want people to know that, with faith in God’s
love, we can live courageously when faced with life’s difficulties.”
field. They were both devout Catholics and occasionally traveled
together to Northern Kentucky to attend retreats at the

July Birthdays
2

Sister Marla Monahan, SND

3

Sister David Ruschmann, OSB

4

Sister Mary Michelyn Beckerich,
SND

5

Passionists Charism

5

Sister Regina Marie Baker, CDP

14 Sister Claire Osburg, CDP

6

Sister Ellen Marie Eckerle, CDP

Sister Marlene Rust, CDP

26 Sister Virginia Ann Wolfzorn, CDP
Sister Emerita McGann, CDP

10 Sister Marie Michelle Mudd, CP

18 Sister Mary Elizabeth Duffey, CP

28 Sister Mary Juanelle Thiel, SND

12 Sister Cecilia Clare Wehrle, CDP

20 Sister Mary (John Marie) Tewes,
OSB

30 Sister Mary Fidelis Tracy, CDP

Sister Jan Marie Villalobos, SND

23 Sister Maria Christina Hennig, SND

Sister Mary Carol (William)
Hellmann, OSB

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.

31 Sister Alice Gerdeman, CDP
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‘I am with you always’
(Continued from page 3)

my life? How can I devote myself to those who are poor
when I am already so concerned about my family? How can
I broaden my
vision when I
can’t even leave
the
residence
where I live? Isn’t
my
solitude
already a sufficiently heavy burden? How many of
you are asking
just that question:
isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently
heavy burden? Jesus himself heard a
similar question from Nicodemus,
who asked, “How can a man be born
when he is old?” (John 3:4). It can happen, the Lord replies, if we open our
hearts to the working of the Holy
Spirit, who blows where he wills. The
Holy Spirit whose freedom is such
that goes wherever, and does whatever,
he wills.
As I have often observed, we will
not emerge from the present crisis as
we were before, but either better or
worse. And “God willing… this may
prove not to be just another tragedy of
history from which we learned nothing… If only we might keep in mind
all those elderly persons who died for
lack of respirators... If only this
immense sorrow may not prove useless, but enable us to take a step for-

ward towards a new style of life. If only we might discover
once for all that we need one another, and that in this way
our human frailty can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti,
35). No one is saved alone. We are all indebted to one another.
We are all brothers and sisters.
Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order
to help build, in
fraternity
and
social friendship,
the world of
tomorrow:
the
world in which
we, together with
our children and
g randchildren,
will live once the
storm has subsided. All of us
must “take an
active part in
renewing
and
supporting our
troubled
societies” (ibid., 77).
Among the pillars
that support this
new edifice, there
are three that you,
better than anyone else, can help
to set up. Those
three pillars are
dreams, memory
and prayer. The
Lord’s closeness
will grant to all,
even the frailest
among us, the
strength needed

to embark on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.
The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall
dream dreams, and your young men will have visions” (3:1).
The future of the world depends on this covenant between
young and old. Who, if not the young, can take the dreams
of the elderly and make them come true? Yet for this to happen, it is necessary that we continue to dream. Our dreams
of justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it possible for
our young people to have new visions; in this way, together,
we can build the future. You need to show that it is possible
to emerge renewed from an experience of hardship. I am
sure that you have had more than one such experience: in
your life you have faced any number of troubles and yet
were able to pull through. Use those experiences to learn
how to pull through now.
Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. I think of the
painful memory of war, and its importance for helping the
young to learn the value of peace. Those among you who
experienced the suffering of war must pass on this message.
Keeping memory alive is a true mission for every elderly
person: keeping memory alive and sharing it with others.
Edith Bruck, who survived the horror of the Shoah, has
said that “even illuminating a single conscience is worth
the effort and pain of keeping alive the memory of what has
been.” She went on to say: “For me, memory is life.”[3] I also
think of my own grandparents, and those among you who
had to emigrate and know how hard it is to leave everything
behind, as so many people continue to do today, in hope of a
future. Some of those people may even now be at our side,
caring for us. These kinds of memory can help to build a
more humane and welcoming world. Without memory, however, we will never be able to build; without a foundation, we
can never build a house. Never. And the foundation of life is
memory.
Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself a saintly elderly person who continues to pray and work
for the Church, once said: “the prayer of the elderly can pro(Continued on page 9)
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Kentucky Colonels grant helps Rose Garden
patients fight chronic illnesses at home
Messenger staff report

The Rose Garden Center For Hope and Healing received
a grant from the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels

(HOKC) in the amount of $2,478 to purchase at-home monitoring equipment for about 70 impoverished patients who
are fighting chronic diseases, blood glucose meters for dia-

General Gary Boschert, Honorable Order of Kentucky
Colonels, presents a check to Barb Valerius, RN, for Rose
Garden Center for Hope and Healing, June 17. The Rose
Garden Center for Hope and Healing was awarded a grant to
help purchase at-home medical devices for the uninsured and
underinsured patients of the mission.
betes, blood pressure cuffs for hypertension and body
weight scales for cardiac patients in danger of congestive
heart failure.
The Rose Garden Center For Hope and Healing is a free
primary care clinic serving the poor of Northern
Kentucky. As the healthcare ministry of the Rose Garden
Home Mission of the Franciscan Daughters of Mary, it
relies entirely on donations and volunteers in delivering
medical, dental and counseling services to all who ask for
help, without charge.
HOKC will award $2.1 million in grants supporting 275
non-profits, impacting close to 3.7 million Kentuckians.
Grants are made possible through donations from contributing Kentucky Colonels from throughout the
Commonwealth and around the world who chose to exercise this honor in a meaningful way.
“When HOKC trustees met with grant applicants this
year, we were reminded how hard the pandemic has made
life for many folks, from first responders in community
service charities to the clients themselves,” said Hal
Sullivan, commanding general, HOKC. “Thanks to
Kentucky Colonels from around the world who donate to
the Good Works Program, HOKC can lend a helping hand
to so many local charities that provide essential services
that lessen the impact. Because a Colonel cares, we make
giving to others a proud Kentucky tradition.”
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‘I am with you always’
(Continued from page 7)

tect the world, helping it perhaps more effectively than the
frenetic activity of many others.”[4] He spoke those words
in 2012, towards the end of his pontificate. There is something beautiful here. Your prayer is a very precious
resource: a deep breath that the Church and the world
urgently need (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in
these difficult times for our human family, as we continue to
sail in the same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic,
your intercession for the world and for the Church has great
value: it inspires in everyone the serene trust that we will
soon come to shore.
Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly
friends, in concluding this Message to you, I would also like
to mention the example of Blessed (and soon Saint) Charles

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

CNS photo/Paul Haring

poor of the whole world and to become, in
truth, a universal brother or sister.
I ask the Lord that, also through his
example, all of us may open our hearts in
sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor
and intercede for their needs. May each of
us learn to repeat to all, and especially to
the young, the words of consolation we
have heard spoken to us today: “I am with
you always”! Keep moving forward! May
the Lord grant you his blessing.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021, Feast of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
— FRANCIS

Princess Leonore, held by Sweden’s Queen
Silvia, gives a papal key chain to Pope Francis
during her grandmother’s private audience
with Pope Francis in the Apostolic Palace at
the Vatican in this April 27, 2015, file photo.
The pope has chosen the theme, “I am with
you always,” for the first World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly, which will be
celebrated July 25, 2021.
de Foucauld. He lived as a hermit in Algeria and there testified to “his desire to feel himself a brother to all” (Fratelli
Tutti, 287). The story of his life shows how it is possible,
even in the solitude of one’ s own desert, to intercede for the
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy
St. Pius X School students Dominic Dressman and
Abby Turnpaugh were each awarded a scholarship
from the Aubrey Rose Foundation to attend a private high school of their choice. They will be
attending Covington Catholic High School and Notre
Dame Academy, respectively.
For the fourth consecutive year, Covington Catholic
High School has been recognized as a Project Lead
The Way (PLTW) Distinguished high school — one of
only 204 PLTW High School programs nationwide
and only five in Kentucky to receive this recognition
for 2020-21 and one of only 33 high schools nationwide to receive the recognition for the past four
consecutive years. The PLTW Distinguished School
recognition honors schools committed to increasing
student access, engagement and achievement in
their PLTW programs. “Administrators and teachers
should be very proud of their achievements in
unlocking their students’ potential and equipping
them with the knowledge and skills necessary to
thrive in life beyond the classroom no matter what
career path they choose,” said Dr. Vince Bertram,
president and CEO of PLTW.

women, women in labor and sterility, among others. Novena
prayers begin at 7 p.m., Mass at 7:15 p.m. The novena will
also be live streamed from
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnAnnCovington. The
theme for this year’s Novena is “The blessing of
Grandparents,” as Pope Francis has declared July 26th
Grandparents Day. Speakers are: Deacon Scott Folz, Deacon
Michael Keller, Deacon Gary Scott, Deacon Barry Henry,
Deacon Gerald Franzen, Deacon James Bayne, Deacon
Richard Malsi, Deacon Richard Dames and Deacon Steven
Durkee. After Mass each evening there will be individual
blessings with a relic of St. Ann. The sacrament of reconciliation will be offered after the blessing. The feast of Sts.
Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final evening, July
26, with a reception following Mass.
Newport Central Catholic High School will host a baseball camp July 20–22, 6–8:30 p.m. at Newport Vets Field
(NCCHS home softball field) for boys going into grades 3-8 in
the fall. Cost $50; family discounts available. Visit
https://gofan.co/app/school/KY6479 to register; for information e-mail jmartin2@fuse.net.
Parish Kitchen, a ministry of Catholic Charities is looking
for more volunteers to help serve their lunch meal from
11:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. Regular or sub opportunities are available for weekday and/or weekends, once a month or more.

Volunteers must be willing to be VIRTUS compliant. Virtus
training is available through the Diocese of Covington. The
volunteer application is available at www.parishkitchen.org.
A staff member will contact you as soon as possible.
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, will be participating in the
World’s Longest Yard Sale August 7. Rental fee is $25 per
space — each space is two parking spots; 100 percent of the
rental is donated to the parish. Tables are not available for
rent; vendors are welcome to bring their own. E-mail
sh127ys@sthenrynky.com or 727-2035.
After a 24 year hiatus, the Ladies Stagette event, “Denim
and Heels,” at St. Mary School, Alexandria, is back, Sept. 18.
Food, drinks, raffles, silent auctions, split the pots, games,
and music. Doors open at 7 p.m., ends midnight. Tickets $40.
Contact allison.leedy2@gmail.com.
St. Thomas High School Homecoming, Sept. 25, for anyone
who attended for at least one year between 1949 and 1976
plus a guest. Former teachers and one guest are also invited
to attend. Cost $50 per person and RSVP is required. For
more information and RSVP form go on facebook under St.
Thomas High School/Grade School, Ft Thomas, KY –
Announcements. Contact tomdierig@gmail.com or 781-8743.
Deadline Sept. 1.

Summer Festivals
The prayer intention for July as recommended by
Pope Francis is for social friendship — that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict, we may be
courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and
friendship.
Job search assistance available for free at the Kenton
County Public Library branches. Get help getting started
with 1-1 career coaching, resume assistance, workshops,
and online classes to improve your job-hunting skills. Go
to kentonlibrary.org/job-search-central or call 962-4002 to
learn more.
Bishop Brossart High School summer K-9 drama camp
will present “Annie Kids” in the BBHS Munninghoff
Family Performing Arts Center. During the one week
camp students we will learn about all aspects of theatre
and put on a full-production musical. Auditions are July 7
from 3–5 p.m. or July 8 from 10 a.m.–noon. Camp dates are
Monday, July 12– Friday, July 16, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Camp cost
$150 per child; add sibling for $100. Contact
rtieman@sthenrynky.com for questions and to sign up by
Monday, July 2nd.

Holy Cross Parish, Latonia,
July 23-24, 6 p.m.–midnight
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, Burlington,
July 9, 6 p.m.– midnight;
July 10, 5 p.m.– midnight and
July 11, 4–10 p.m.
St. Agnes Parish, Oktoberfest,
Oct. 1 and 2, 5 p.m.–midnight;
Oct. 3, 3–8 p.m.
St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger,
Rocktoberfest, Sept 10,
6 p.m.–midnight;
Sept. 11, 5 p.m.– midnight and
Sept. 12, 2–8 p.m.
St. Benedict Parish, Covington,
Sept. 24 and 25,
6 p.m.– midnight
St. Bernard Parish, Dayton,
Aug. 20, 6–11 p.m.; Aug. 21,
5–11 p.m.

St. Cecilia Parish, Independence,
Labor Day Festival, Sept. 4,
6 p.m.–midnight;
Sept. 5, 4 p.m.–midnight and
Sept. 6, 1–9 p.m.

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
California, July 31 and Aug. 28

St. Joseph Academy, Walton,
Pigfest, Aug. 27 and 28,
5–11 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish, Crescent
Springs, Aug. 13–14,
6 p.m.–midnight

St. Timothy Parish, Union,
Sept. 17, 6–11 p.m.;
Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m.–midnight;
Sept. 19, 12:30–6 p.m.
St. William Parish,
Williamstown, Sept. 19,
noon–8 p.m.

St. Mary Parish, Alexandria,
Aug. 13 and 14
St. Patrick Parish, Maysville,
Sept. 10–11, 6– 11 p.m.; Sept. 12,
noon–3 p.m.
St. Paul Parish, Florence,
Aug. 27, 6–11 p.m., Aug. 28,
5–11 p.m. and Aug. 29, 4–9 p.m.

St. Pius X, Edgewood,
July 9–10, 6 p.m.–midnight;
July 11, 4–10 p.m.

If your parish, school or Catholic
organization’s festival is not listed,
e-mail the information to messenger@covdio.org, subject: festival.

Bishop Roger Foys will celebrate Mass for the Year of
The Family, Saturday, July 10, 10 a.m. at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Bring the whole
family, including grandparents, all are invited to attend.
Pope Francis instituted the Year of the Family to inspire
Catholics across the world to rise up and transform the
culture through their family lives. Will you and your family answer the call? For information, contact the Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization at (859) 392-1500 or visit
CovDio.Org/Family.
St. Ann Mission, Covington, will celebrate its annual
novena to St. Ann with daily novena prayers and Mass,
July 18–26. St. Ann is the patroness of Christian families,
mothers, grandmothers, housewives, pregnancy, pregnant

Mark Schroer MD, LLC
Internal Medicine
17 East Sixth Street
Newport KY 41071
(859) 431-8285
(859) 441-0752
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Serrans have a ball with Y’Alls
The Serra Club for Vocations held its annual fund- and fun-raiser, June 17, by being featured guests at Y’All’s Ballpark when the Florence Y’alls took on the Washington Wild Things.
Father Joseph Rielage and Deacon Barry Henry threw out honorary first pitches. Catholic Charities staff, board members and volunteers (from left) Randy Rawe, Linda Rawe, Mary
Paula Schuh, Donna Pickett, Alan Pickett and Eric Rawe came out to show support. The Serra Club for Vocations is an association in Christian fellowship that encourages and supports
priestly and religious vocations and the spiritual growth of its members. For information visit www.serranky.org. The final score that night was Y’alls-6, Wild Things-5.
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Engaging youth through prayer and service
at St. Mary Parish, Alexandria
Emilie Zengel
Messenger Junior Correspondent

When talking about the future of the Catholic faith, it is
important to think about the next generation of the
Church. By cultivating faith in young people, parishes can
establish a stronger foundation for the future. Youth
groups throughout the diocese work to do this.
To encourage and inform about these efforts, the
Messenger will be featuring a few articles this summer
about specific groups. This week’s featured youth group is
from St. Mary of the Assumption Parish in Alexandria.
St. Mary’s offers several different ways for young people
to get involved. One way is through “Chosen.” Chosen is a
program for eighth graders before confirmation that helps
them
understand
the
meaning of the sacrament.
This is a course where confirmandi listen to Catholic
speakers on topics related
to how to live their faith.
This includes why God put
people on earth, why be
Catholic, and why God has
“Chosen” all. Chosen coordinators plan trips to
Catholic sites such as Our
Lady’s Farm in Falmouth,
Stepstone Mission Church
in Butler and the Garden of
Hope in Covington to experience real-life examples of
things happening through
their faith.
Another way to become
involved is through the
“Peer Leader” program.
The Peer Leader group are
high school students who
participate in service
opportunities,
weekly
meetings, retreats and
group outings with the
intent to bring the group
closer to each other and
God.
During the lockdown,
this group stayed in touch
through Zoom meetings.
The members were encouraged to attend Project YM,

an online worship opportunity specifically geared towards
young Catholics which included speakers on important
topics to today’s Catholic youth.
Peer leaders met via Zoom after the program to discuss
their thoughts about the content. The Peer Leader group
also contributes to the parish by volunteering at “WERE”
(Wednesday Evening Religious Education), stations of the
Cross, and other parish projects. During WERE, young
people assist religion teachers when needed by running
errands, helping with class projects and providing examples and guidance for certain lessons. They can also make
connections with future peer leaders.
This year, in collaboration with the eighth grade classes
of WERE and St. Mary’s School, a reenactment of the
Stations of the Cross called
Living Stations was filmed
as a movie due to COVID-19
and streamed on Holy
Wednesday. The groups collaborated to write the scenes
and reflections. The eighth
graders acted in the video
while the peer leaders edited
and produced the final product.

Susan Stewart, youth minister at St. Mary Parish, said
that her favorite part about the program is getting to work
with young people.
“They teach me every day, they challenge me with
incredibly thoughtful questions and thoughts while developing and growing their faith lives,” Ms. Stewart said.
Ms. Stewart said that some of her favorite moments
have just been the little spurts of laughter or a stimulating
discussion and prayer. While COVID was very difficult for
the group because it made meeting in person impossible
for a long time, it also developed new strengths for the
group such as flexibility and technology use. Additionally,
COVID made it difficult because the normal invitation to
join the group wasn’t spread as far due to isolation.
By welcoming incoming freshman from local colleges
and universities and with WERE peer leaders inviting
friends, this year the group is expected to grow in numbers. New members are always welcome.
Ms. Stewart said that even though she has always had a
deep connection to her faith, being a youth minister has
substantially strengthened it, stating, “How could you not
be blessed or have a deep faith when you are blessed to see
His (Jesus’) face in the purest way.”
To learn more about the youth programs at St. Mary
Parish, Alexandria, visit www.saintmaryparish.com and
click on the “Our Ministries” tab.
Emilie Zengel is a high school student and parishioner at
St. Mary Parish, Alexandria. This summer she is volunteering as a Messenger Junior Correspondent, exploring parish
youth groups.
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ENTERTAINMENT
“The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It” (Warner
Bros.) In the early 1980s, do-it-yourself exorcists Ed and
Lorraine Warren work to clear a youth accused of a brutal
murder by proving that he was under demonic control when he
committed the crime. They’re aided by the accused’s live-in
girlfriend and by an eccentric retired priest whose expertise on
devil worship comes bound up with a distinctly fishy personality. Director Michael Chaves’ fact-based horror movie showcases rat-infested
basements and
contorting victims of possession but breaks
little
new
ground. Along
with predictable
mayhem, the uneasy blending of nonscriptural mysticism —
Lorraine is portrayed as clairvoyant — with explicitly Catholic
piety and prayer as well as plot developments involving a wayward clergyman make this unfit viewing for youngsters. Some
gory violence, mature themes including occult activity, brief
sensuality in the context of cohabitation, a couple of profanities, a few milder oaths, at least one crude term. CNS: A-III;
MPAA: R.

Movie
Capsule

“Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway” (Columbia) The beloved
characters created by Beatrix Potter in her series of children’s
books stray even further from their amiable roots in this sequel
to the 2018 film, a blend of live action and computer-generated
animation once again directed and co-written by Will Gluck. A
slick publisher promises fame and fortune to a budding author
and her husband, so long as changes are made to her stories
about the eponymous bunny, alterations that will cast him as a
villain. Upset and confused, he runs away and falls in with a
gang of thieves in the big city, risking everything. The manic
tone and snarky humor will offend purists, but those unfamil-

iar with the Potter canon will likely enjoy a fast-paced, slapstick-filled adventure with positive messages about family,
morality and good behavior. Some rude humor, mild action
sequences. CNS: A-II; MPAA: PG.
“A Father’s Legacy” (Cinedigm) Jason Mac wrote, directed and stars in this fatherhood-themed drama, playing a reluctant armed robber who, following a heist in which he was
wounded, forcibly takes refuge in the secluded cabin of a solitary widower, thus dramatically interrupting the latter’s tranquil routine. Recognizing that his captor is no hardened felon,
the older man tends to his injury and, as the intruder convalesces, the two carry on conversations that become increasingly personal and revelatory. Mac scores big with his pairing of
characters who are gruff and conflicted, yet also vulnerable
and capable of showing compassion. And the moments of
prayer interspersed throughout his script will be especially
welcome to believing moviegoers. As a faith-based study of
familial relationships, the film could be a good conversation
starter for parents and teens, despite the mildly off-color vocabulary that occasionally crops up in the dialogue. A handful of
crass terms. CNS: A-III; MPAA: Not rated.
“The Hitman’s Wife’s
Bodyguard”
(Lionsgate)
Needlessly gory, this actioncomedy sequel also presents a
debased view of sexual intimacy between spouses. The couple
are the titular contract killer
and the con woman he has just
married. At the behest of a
Boston police officer working
for Interpol, the duo is forced to
team with the assassin’s nemesis, a previously successful

security specialist now having doubts about his professional
future, to thwart a Greek billionaire’s mad scheme to exact devastating revenge on the European Union for its treatment of
his homeland. In following up on 2017’s “The Hitman’s
Bodyguard,” returning director Patrick Hughes mines splatter
scenes for shock value and the revulsion of the main character
on witnessing the vigorous mating of the newlyweds for
laughs. Slapdash and distasteful. Excessive bloody violence,
explicit scenes of marital intercourse, much sexual humor,
about a half-dozen uses of profanity, several milder oaths, pervasive rough and crude language, obscene gestures. CNS: O;
MPAA: R.

“In the Heights” (Warner Bros.) Vibrant musical, set in
northern Manhattan’s Washington Heights, charts the efforts
of a youthful bodega owner to return to his native Dominican
Republic, the scene of his idealized childhood, and reopen the
beachside bar his father once ran there. But this “little dream”
has complicated implications for his warmhearted adoptive
grandmother, the younger cousin he mentors and the aspiring
fashion designer for whom he’s fallen. As it touches on themes
of racial dignity and the plight of immigrants who lack legal
papers, the generally upbeat
and uplifting film maintains
a solid moral core. But a few
For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicrough spots around the edges
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”
make it safest for grown-ups.
Possibly acceptable for older
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are:
teens. Brief sexual refer• A-I — general patronage;
ences, including to homosex• A-II — adults and adolescents;
ual activity and contracep• A-III — adults;
tion, a couple of profanities,
• L — limited adult audience;
about a dozen milder oaths,
• O — morally offensive.
several crude and a few crass
terms. CNS: A-III; MPAA:
PG-13.

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. • Covington KY • 581-0400
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SCHOOL CAFETERIA MANAGERS

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

The School Food Services Office of the Diocese of Covington
Department of Catholic Schools seeks candidates for School Cafeteria
Managers at Prince of Peace Montessori School, St. Agnes School,
and Blessed Sacrament School. Monday - Friday, during the school
year. The School Cafeteria Manager’s primary responsibilities involve
overall supervision of the School’s meals program, including:
managing employees; ordering, receiving, and managing inventory;
preparing and serving meals; operating the point-of-sale system; and
interacting with school staff, students, and their parents.
Organizational and interpersonal skills are essential to this position.
To request an application, contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR
at skoplyay@covdio.org. Scan and return the completed
application by e-mail, including references with contact e-mail
addresses and compensation history. Applications may also be faxed
to 859/392-1589.

STAFF WRITER
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s official
weekly newspaper published 44 times per year, is
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic to join its editorial
staff as a full time Staff Writer. This full-time position
requires a broad range of abilities, including excellent
writing, proofreading, organizational skills, and a
working knowledge and basic skillset of photography
and website content development. Working with
Messenger staff, the staff writer will be responsible for
written content and the development of the
Messenger and diocese’s online presence. The successful
candidate will have a commitment to confidentiality
and teamwork and adaptability to interactions with
colleagues, other diocesan employees, and interviewees.
The ideal candidate will be self-motivated and
imaginative, with a readiness to explore multimedia
platforms. In addition to regular office hours, evening
and weekend assignments occur regularly and are
considered part of the job. Anticipated start date:
immediate. Interested candidates may submit a
resume, references, and writing samples to
Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org,
(859) 392-1500.
EOE

CAFETERIA STAFF
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the
school day. Duties include food preparation, serving
and general cleanup. Interested individuals may
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or
call her at 859/392-1536.

Missed an edition of the Messenger?
Current and back issues of the Messenger are
available online at covdio.org/messenger.
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CONTROLLER

Immediate opening for a

COLLISION TECHNICIAN
Three — Five years experience.
Must have tools.
Call (513) 221-5600
ext. 0241

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities
office invites well-qualified, practicing Roman
Catholic candidates to apply for this full-time job
opportunity. The Controller assists the office’s
Executive Director in managing Catholic Charities’
finances, including its Parish Kitchen ministry. Under
the direction of the Executive Director, the
Controller’s primary responsibilities include:
oversight of activities related to budgeting, A/R, A/P,
and payroll; implementing and updating financial
policies and procedures according to Diocesan
requirements; and maintaining accurate data and
producing efficient reports in line with generally
accepted non-profit accounting standards. Required
qualifications include at least a bachelor’s degree
in Accounting or Finance, with a history of
progressively-responsible applicable work
experience. Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and comprehensive resume, including at least
five references with e-mail contacts, to Stephen
Koplyay, SPHR by e-mail or by fax:
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859-392-1589

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT WANTED
The Messenger, is seeking a part-time ( 3 days a
week) Editorial Assistant to assist its editorial staff in
creating a quality, weekly Catholic newspaper and
maintaining an organized work environment. The
Editorial Assistant helps update the diocesan database
(Camino) and creates the weekly mailing list for the
Messenger. The Editorial Assistant proofreads each
edition of the Messenger, maintains the office
archives, prepares invoices for payment and assists
editorial staff, when needed, with writing/photography assignments. The qualified candidate will be a
practicing Roman Catholic and will be comfortable
with Excel and Word (or comparable) office software
with a solid foundation in writing skills and the ability
to meet deadlines. Anticipated start date: June 2021.
Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by
e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.

EOE

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

CLIENT SERVICES SPECIALIST

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities is
seeking to hire a full-time (40 hours a week, M-F)
Volunteer Coordinator. The Volunteer Coordinator is
involved with all aspects of volunteer recruitment,
training, appreciation, and retention. The Coordinator
identifies, engages, cultivates, and maintains volunteer
relationships so that volunteers have positive and
meaningful experiences. Our ideal candidate will be a
practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the
Church, with a Bachelor’s degree or the equivalent in a
business or human services field, plus prior experience
in program management. Other desired qualifications
include experience with community outreach;
demonstrated communication, organization, and
human relations skills; and a familiarity with MS Office
and general database software. Salary and benefits are
competitive. To apply, or to nominate a candidate,
email or fax a letter of interest, C-V or comprehensive
resume with compensation history, and a minimum of
five references with their contact e-mail addresses to
Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org,
fax 859/392-1589.

The Catholic Charities ministry of the Diocese
of Covington invites employment candidates to
apply for this full-time (40 hours a week, M-F)
position. The focused responsibility of the Client
Services Specialist will be assisting Catholic Charities
clients and their case files through the entire clinical
experience. Categories of cross-trained duties will
generally include those of client care worker,
pre-service assistant, quality assurance auditor,
case-management team backup, and fiscal court
reporting and billing backup. Desired qualifications
include: practicing Roman Catholic; a minimum of a
Bachelor’s degree in a human services field; comfort
with MS Office software; and well-developed
personal skills in communications, organization,
face-to-face interactions, listening, and problemsolving. To apply, e-mail or fax a letter of interest
along with a C-V or comprehensive resume with
compensation history, and a minimum of five
references with their contact email addresses, to
Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org,
fax 859/392-1589.

The Diocese of Covington invites qualified,
actively-practicing Roman Catholics to apply for the
position of Chancery Secretary. This position fulfills
vital logistical and operational functions, and
requires a motivated self-starter with a love for the
Church, an interest in service, and a demonstrable
history of maintaining absolute confidentiality.
Other requirements include experience and comfort
with using MS Office software, and helpful and
pleasant communications skills regardless of the
medium. Interested candidates may send a letter
of interest along with a comprehensive resume,
including compensation history and at least five
appropriate references with e-mail contact
information, by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR, skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

NOVENA

NOVENA

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. M.C.T.

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude.
Amen. C.D.

CHANCERY SECRETARY

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500
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NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

Pope advances sainthood causes,
including martyred Polish nuns
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis recognized the martyrdom
of 10 nuns who were brutally murdered by Soviet soldiers in
Poland at the end of World War II and declared venerable
Robert Schuman, who is considered one of the founding
fathers of European unity. The pope signed the decrees during
a meeting June 19 with Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, prefect of
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes. Recognizing the martyrdom of the 10 religious women, members of the Sisters of St.
Elizabeth, clears the way for their beatification. Nine of the 10
were born in Poland. According to Vatican News, Sister
Paschalina Jahn and the other sisters were killed between
February and March in 1945 at different locations where they
were assisting the sick and the elderly. Most of the sisters were
raped before they were shot. Poland’s Institute of National
Remembrance — an organization dedicated to investigating
war crimes committed between 1917 until 1990 — announced
in March the discovery of the remains of three more nuns
murdered by Red Army soldiers. While the sisters’ cause
moves toward beatification, the cause of Schuman is still in its
early stages with the recognition that he heroically lived the
Christian virtues.

USCCB webpage answers questions
about vote on Communion document
WASHINGTON — A page on the website of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops answers a series of questions
regarding the bishops’ vote to approve drafting a document on
the Eucharist during their spring general assembly June 16-18.
Presented in a question-and-answer format, the page reviews
four questions including why the document is being developed
and whether the bishops voted to ban elected officials from
receiving holy Communion. The webpage —
www.usccb.org/meaning-eucharist-life-church — is dated June
21, three days after the bishops announced the vote to allow
the Committee on Doctrine to draft the document and present
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NEWS BRIEFS
it for discussion when the bishops reconvene in person in
November. The U.S. bishops approved advancing a plan to draft
a document to examine the “meaning of the Eucharist in the
life of the Church” following a lengthy debate during their
assembly, held virtually due to the pandemic. The action
passed with 168 votes in favor and 55 votes against it. There
were six abstentions. Chieko Noguchi, USCCB director of public affairs, told CNS in an email June 24 that the question-andanswer online document was developed by her office in collaboration with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, Indiana, doctrine committee chairman, and Bishop
Michael F. Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia, chairman of the
Committee on Communications. “We were hearing from people
who seemed to misunderstand the vote, so it was created and
then shared with all bishops with the approval of the conference president,” Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles,
she wrote.

Supreme Court rules in favor of
Catholic agency in foster case
WASHINGTON — In a unanimous decision June 17, the
Supreme Court said that a Catholic social service agency
should not have been excluded from Philadelphia’s foster care
program because it did not accept same-sex couples as foster
parents. Although the court said Philadelphia’s anti-discrimination laws put an unfair burden on Philadelphia’s Catholic
Social Services, the justices did not issue a sweeping ruling on
religious rights or overturn its previous decision involving
religious liberty in Employment Division v. Smith. Chief
Justice John Roberts, who wrote the opinion in Fulton v.
Philadelphia, said the service agency “seeks only an accommodation that will allow it to continue serving the children of
Philadelphia in a manner consistent with its religious beliefs;
it does not seek to impose those beliefs on anyone else.” He also
said the city’s actions of excluding the agency burdened its
“religious exercise by putting it to the choice of curtailing its
mission or approving relationships inconsistent with its
beliefs.” When it heard oral arguments in this case last
November, the Supreme Court hinted its willingness to find a
compromise in the case that pits the rights of religious groups
against state discrimination laws. The case centered on
Philadelphia’s 2018 exclusion of the foster program of Catholic
Social Services of the Philadelphia Archdiocese because of the
agency’s policy of not placing children with same-sex couples

or unmarried couples because these unions go against Church
teaching on traditional marriage. A year later, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 3rd Circuit sided with the city, calling the
agency’s policies discriminatory.

House GOP leaders, attorneys general
urge Congress to make Hyde permanent
WASHINGTON — House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif., and several other Republican leaders in the House
asked their Democratic counterparts June 22 to take up a
measure introduced by Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., that would
make the long-standing Hyde Amendment permanent. The
Hyde Amendment, which first became law in 1976, prohibits
use of federal Medicaid dollars for abortion except in cases of
rape, incest or when the life of the woman would be endangered. Smith’s bill, titled the No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure Act of 2021,
or H.R. 18, had 166 co-sponsors. On June 23, in a late afternoon
vote, all 218 Democrats in the House approved a procedural
“previous question” motion that prevented the House from
debating and voting on the measure. The Republican vote
against the motion was 209. Smith told Catholic News Service
that House Republicans then began a series of unanimous consent requests on the floor asking that H.R. 18 be immediately
discharged from three committees and brought to the floor for
debate and a vote. “We are going to do this every day until the
August recess,” he said. A spokeswoman for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pro-life secretariat said the
House’s failure “to pass H.R. 18 is unjustifiable.”

Catholic agency offers help after
‘heartbreaking’ collapse of building
MIAMI BEACH, Fla. — Staff members with Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Miami were on location and
developing a response strategy June 24 near the stunning
wreckage of a partially collapsed beachfront high-rise apartment building. As of early June 25, some 159 people who lived
in the 12-story building remained unaccounted for, according to
local law enforcement officials. Speaking by phone from the
temporary reunification center for family, friends and displaced residents desperate for information about the collapsed
Champlain Towers Condo in the beach town of Surfside, a sen-

ior director of community based services for Miami Catholic
Charities said she arrived at the “ground zero” site the afternoon the collapse. “I have worked hurricanes, but nothing like
this: It is just a look of sadness you see on everyone’s face. It is
heartbreaking,” said Jackie Carrion, who said her agency is
making temporary Catholic Charities housing and material
assistance available following the catastrophe. She told the
Florida Catholic, Miami’s archdiocesan newspaper, the reunification center was buzzing with law enforcement, other charities and emergency response agencies, local religious chaplains including a Catholic pastor from Miami Beach, and distressed relatives and other people seeking updates on the situation. Video showing the building’s collapse in the early morning hours of June 24 and the subsequent news footage of the
rubble brought to mind scenes of 9/11. At least four fatalities
were confirmed early June 25.

European Parliament calls access to
abortion a human right
BRUSSELS — Despite strong criticism from European bishops and pro-life groups, members of the European Parliament
adopted a report that defines access to abortion as a human
right and claims that doctors or hospitals that conscientiously
object to performing abortions put “women’s lives in danger.”
The report passed the European Parliament June 24 with 378
votes in favor, 255 against and 42 abstentions. It has no legal
power to force European governments to change their abortion
laws but is seen as pressuring some governments — such as
Poland and Malta — to do so. In a statement after the vote, the
Parliament said members see violations of women’s “sexual
and reproductive health rights,” including the right to abortion, as “a form of violence against women and girls,” which
hinders “progress toward gender equality.” A week before the
vote, the secretariat of the Commission of the Bishops’
Conferences of the European Union applauded the report’s
stated objective of protecting the health and rights of women
but expressed serious concern about its “one-sided perspective
throughout, particularly on the issue of abortion,” because
nowhere does it acknowledge that the life of an unborn child is
at stake. The bishops also expressed concern that the report
was trying to deny the right of physicians and other health
care providers to follow their consciences in refusing to perform abortions.

