
Laura Keener 
Editor 

The Diocese of  Covington Curia was 
buzzing with excitement, July 13, as Bishop 
Roger Foys announced that, after 342 days, 
Pope Francis has accepted his letter of  res-
ignation and has appointed as the diocese’s 
11th bishop Father John C. Iffert, a priest of  
the Diocese of  Belleville, Illinois. Bishop-
elect Iffert currently serves as vicar general 
and moderator of  the curia for the Diocese 
of  Belleville.  

The appointment was publicized in 
Washington, D.C. on July 13, 2021, by 
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic 
nuncio to the United States. 

Additionally, Pope Francis has appointed 
Bishop Foys apostolic administrator of  the 
Diocese of  Covington to oversee its opera-
tions until the installation of  Bishop-elect 
Iffert. The consecration and installation is 
scheduled for Sept. 30, 3 p.m. at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. 

Last year, on July 27, 2020, Bishop Foys 
celebrated his 75th birthday — the retire-
ment age of  bishops — and, as required, submitted his letter of  res-
ignation to the Holy Father. In his 19 years as Bishop of  Covington, 
Bishop Foys has ordained 42 priests for the Diocese of  Covington and 
has revitalized Covington’s Cathedral Square. He has been a faithful 

and resolute proponent of  Catholic school 
education, especially for vulnerable families 
in the urban core. 

“It is with gratitude to Almighty God that 
I welcome Very Rev. John C. Iffert as my suc-
cessor as the 11th Bishop of  the Diocese of  
Covington,” said Bishop Foys. “I am grateful 
also to our Holy Father Pope Francis for pro-
viding for the pastoral care of  our diocese by 
this appointment. Bishop-elect Iffert brings a 
wealth of  pastoral and administrative expe-
rience to his episcopal ministry. He comes 
well-prepared to provide for the needs of  our 
diocese as a pastor with the heart of  a shep-
herd.” 

Father Iffert was born Nov. 23, 1967. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science from Illinois State University in 
Normal, Illinois (1988). He attended 
Mundelein Seminary in Mundelein, Il., 
where he earned a Bachelor of  Sacred 
Theology in 1996 and a Master of  Divinity in 
1997. He was ordained to the priesthood for 
the Diocese of  Belleville on June 7, 1997. 

Bishop-elect Iffert’s assignments after 
ordination include: parochial vicar at St. 

Peter Cathedral in Belleville (1997-2000); administrator and pastor of  
Immaculate Conception Parish in Columbia (2000-2003). During that 
time, he served as a member of  the diocesan personnel board, 

After 19 years of faithful service, Bishop Foys to 
retire; announces the appointment of  
Father John Iffert as Bishop-elect of Covington

13 July 2021 

My dear Friends, 

It is with gratitude to Almighty God that I welcome Very Rev. John C. Iffert as my successor as the 
11th Bishop of the Diocese of Covington. I am grateful also to our Holy Father Pope Francis for  
providing for the pastoral care of our Diocese by this appointment. 

Bishop-elect Iffert brings a wealth of pastoral and administrative experience to his episcopal ministry having served 
in both parish and diocesan administration. He comes well-prepared to provide for the needs of our Diocese as a 
pastor with the heart of a shepherd. 

In the very short time I have known Bishop-elect Iffert through our initial conversations I have come to appreciate  
his caring manner and his desire to do the will of God in his life. He also has a delightful sense of humor that will 
serve him well in his episcopal ministry. 

Our new Bishop is sent in the name of Christ as a pastor to care for the portion of God’s people entrusted to him.  
I have no doubt that Bishop-elect Iffert will shepherd the Lord’s flock, educate the faithful as beloved in Christ, and 
govern the Church of God so as to help her grow — through the Gospel and the Eucharist — into one community  
in the Holy Spirit. (cf. Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops, #158) 

Bishop-elect Iffert comes to a Diocese of dedicated priests, deacons, consecrated religious and devoted lay faithful.  
I am confident that he will receive a warm welcome as he takes up his ministry among us. For my part, I pledge  
him my prayerful support and loyalty as a brother bishop and I look forward to his leadership among us. 

Ad multos annos! 

Yours devotedly in the Lord, 

 

 

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D. 
Bishop of Covington
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

The recognition of  the Year of  the Family — a year pro-
nounced by Pope Francis for the Church to focus on the 
family and conjugal love — was initiated in the Diocese of  
Covington July 10 as Bishop Roger Foys celebrated a special 
Year of  the Family Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. The diocesan Office of  Catechesis 
and Evangelization is spearheading the efforts for the faith-
ful of  the diocese to pray, learn and serve as a family, draw-
ing families closer to each other and to Christ. 

Bishop Foys began his homily by inviting those present 
to think about their childhood and the types of  memories 
their childhood brings. 

“I always encourage parents to make good memories for 
and with your children,” Bishop Foys said, “because when 
our parents are gone, that’s all we have left.” 

“I have happy memories and I hope that your children 
will have happy memories of  their childhood and their 
growing up and that they will learn from you what really 
and truly matters,” he said. 

Bishop Foys encouraged parents, saying that when he 
was a pastor it was not uncommon for newly engaged cou-
ples to come to him seeking to be married in the Church, 
even though they had not been practicing the faith for some 
time. Often, these couples would return to the practice of  
their faith. 

“Even if  you might not think that you’re making any dif-
ference, trust me, you will make a difference,” he said. 

Drawing extensively from Pope Francis’ Angelus 
address on the Feast of  the Holy Family, Dec. 27, 2020, 
Bishop Foys highlighted the importance of  family and how 
the Holy Family — Jesus, Mary and Joseph — are both a 
model and inspiration for family life. 

“It is good to reflect on the fact that the Son of  God want-
ed to be in need of  the warmth of  a family, like all children. 
Precisely for this reason, because it is Jesus’ family, the 
family of  Nazareth is the model family, in which all families 
of  the world can find their sure point of  reference and sure 
inspiration.” Bishop Foys said quoting Pope Francis. 

“Children want to belong, they want to be part of  some-
thing,” Bishop Foys said. 

Quoting Pope Francis again, Bishop Foys said, “In imi-
tation of  the Holy Family, we are called to rediscover the 
educational value of  the family unit: it requires being 
founded on the love that always regenerates relationships, 
opening up horizons of  hope.” 

“Founded on love —  there’s the secret,” Bishop Foys 
said. “Love can endure anything. It can endure any hard-
ship, any struggle, any difficulty, any injury — within the 
family, love can conquer any of  that.” 

At the Angelus address Pope Francis said, “Within the 
family one can experience sincere communion when it is a 
house of  prayer, when affections are serious, profound, 
pure, when forgiveness prevails over discord, when the 
daily harshness of  life is softened by mutual tenderness 
and serene adherence to God’s will. In this way, the family 
opens itself  up to the joy that God gives to all those who 
know how to give joyfully.” 

Bishop Foys said that it breaks his heart to see families 
divided; to see families at a loved one’s funeral sitting on 
separate sides of  the church because they are not speaking. 

“Forgiveness over discord,” Bishop Foys said. “Home 
should be the place where a son or daughter can come no 
matter what. The Lord is the one to whom we can come no 
matter what. The same should be said of  the home where 
the mother and father reflect God’s love, God’s joy, God’s for-
giveness.” 

Pope Francis acknowledged that it is true that all fami-
lies quarrel, “but,” he cautioned, “before the end of  the day, 
make peace. And do you know why? Because a cold war, day 
after day, is extremely dangerous. It does not help.” 

Bishop Foys said that the Holy Father offers three very 
important phrases that all families should hold dear and 
say to each other often – excuse me, thank you and sorry. 

“Excuse me, so as not be intrusive in the life someone,” 
Bishop Foys said. “Thank you — so much service that we do 
for one another within the family — always say thank you. 
Gratitude is the life blood of  the noble soul. How much do 

At Year of the Family Mass, Bishop Foys encourages families to  
evangelize by living a holy life inspired and modeled after the Holy Family

(top) Bishop Roger Foys blesses worshipers during the procession of  the Mass, July 10 at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, initiating The Year of  The Family in the diocese.  

(above left) Anita Dunn, coordinator of  Religious Education, St. Agnes Parish, and  

(above center) David Cooley, co-director Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization, were lectors at the Mass.

(above left) Bishop Foys incenses a painting of  the Holy Family with the infant St. John the Baptist, which was displayed 
on the altar during Mass. (top right) Brad Torline, associate director, Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization, whispers 
to his daughter during Mass. (above right) A mom and her daughter attend the celebration.(Continued on page 8)

Keener photos
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Defender of  the Bond for the Tribunal, Spiritual Moderator 
for both the Belleville deanery CYO and the Diocesan Teens 
Encounter Christ movement. In August 2003, he entered the 
novitiate of  the Order of  Preachers, Province of  St. Albert 
the Great, USA (Dominican, Central Province). He pro-
fessed simple vows as a Dominican in 2004 which he 
renewed in 2006. From 2007-2008, he served as parochial 
vicar of  St. Thomas Catholic Center at Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Indiana. Father Iffert left the Dominicans in 
2008 and returned to the Diocese of  Belleville. 

Father Iffert has served as administrator of  St. Mary 
Parish in Mount Vernon (2008-2010); administrator of  St. 
Theresa Parish in Salem and at St. Elizabeth in Kinmundy 
(2009-2010); pastor of  St. Mary Parish (2010-2020); and pastor 
of  St. Barbara Parish in Scheller (2014-2020). He has served 
as vicar forane of  the North Central Vicarate (2013-2020); 
diocesan co-vicar for priests (2014-2020); member of  the 

Diocesan Finance Council (2010-present); and as a member 
of  the College of  Consultors (2016-present). Since 2020, 
Father Iffert has served as vicar general and moderator of  
the curia for the Diocese of  Belleville, and since January 
2021 he has served as pastor of  St. Stephen in Caseyville. 

“Bishop-elect Iffert has been an excellent priest and a 
dedicated pastor, and he is widely respected in our diocese,” 
said Bishop McGovern, Diocese of  Belleville. “With his 
strong faith and many talents, I believe Bishop-elect Iffert 
will be an excellent shepherd for the people of  Northern 
Kentucky.” 

At a press conference, July 13 at Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium at the Diocese of  Covington Curia 
building, Bishop Foys introduced Bishop-elect Iffert to the 
Curia staff  and the local community. Also attending the 
press conference were Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, 
Archdiocese of  Louisville; Bishop William Medley, Diocese 
of  Owensboro; and Bishop John Stowe, Diocese of  
Lexington. 

“This is an announce-
ment we have been wait-
ing for a long time,” said 
Bishop Foys acknowledg-
ing that together he and 
the staff  have been wait-
ing almost a year for the 

Holy Father to accept his retirement. 
Reflecting on his thoughts after Archbishop Pierre 

called with the news as he was about to call to congratulate 
Bishop-elect Iffert, Bishop Foys said, “I felt sort of  like John 
the Baptist, when he was waiting, like everyone else, for the 
Messiah who would set him free. I was reminded of  
Matthew, chapter 11, verse 3, ‘Are you who is to come or do 
we have to wait for another?’ Well, he is the one who is to 
come,” Bishop Foys said to the laughter of  the staff. 

“Knowing Father Iffert these last several days, I am con-
fident that he will make a wonderful shepherd — he is a pas-
tor with the heart of  a shepherd,” Bishop Foys said. “I know 
that you, along with me, will not only welcome him but  also 
pledge him our support and most importantly our prayers 
as he begins to take the reins of  the diocese.” 

At the press conference, Bishop-elect Iffert received a 
standing ovation as he approached the podium to address 
the staff  and people of  the Diocese of  Covington. 

“I am astounded and deeply grateful that Pope Francis 
has elected me to serve as the 11th Bishop of  Covington, 
Kentucky, and called me to share in apostolic ministry,” 
Bishop-elect Iffert said. “I thank the Holy Father with all my 
heart for this election and call. I am inspired by his vision 
of  a Church so deeply rooted in relationship with Christ 
that we accompany the outcast, tend the wounded, mourn 
with the brokenhearted, rejoice and give thanks in every 

circumstance, and so carry out 
Jesus’ mission of  evangelization. 
It is with joy that I dedicate 
myself  anew to this happy labor, 
now with you in the Diocese of  
Covington.” 

Bishop-elect Iffert praised and 
thanked Bishop Foys for his 19 
years as shepherd of  the Diocese 
of  Covington. 

“I am also grateful to Bishop 
Roger Foys. For 19 years he has 
served the people of  the Diocese 
of  Covington faithfully, diligently, 
and with a pastor’s heart for those 
who are hurting,” he said. “Since 
my election, he has been most 

welcoming and gracious — a true Christian gentlemen. I 
look forward to the opportunity to know Bishop Foys, to be 
his brother bishop and friend in Christ.” 

Bishop-elect Iffert gave heartfelt and tender words of  
gratitude to his parents, John and Mary Iffert, and his two 
sisters, Kim and Kathy, six nieces and nephews and 14 great 
nieces and nephews. 

“The only lottery in this world that counts is the family 
that you are born into, and I am a winner in that lottery. I am 
most grateful,” Bishop-elect Iffert said. 

July 17 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, 
4:30 p.m. 

July 18 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m. 

July 18–23 
Seminarians’ retreat 

July 24 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

July 25 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m. 

July 26 
Diocesan Building 
Commission meeting, 10 a.m. 

Parish Council meeting,  
6:30 p.m. 

July 29 
Individual meeting, 9 a.m. 

Seminarian cookout, noon 

July 30 
Diocesan staff gathering, 
11:30 a.m. 

July 31 
Diocesan Pastoral Council  
orientation, Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium, 
Covington, 9 a.m. 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

August 1 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Pray with and for  
Bishop-elect Iffert 

Bishop-elect John C. Iffert asks us to join with 
him in praying every day this adapted prayer  
of St. Isaac Jogues as we prepare for his  
consecration and installation as the 11th Bishop 
of the Diocese of Covington, Sept. 30. 

“Wherever I go from here, Lord, let me be 
strong in faith and poor in spirit. Make me a 
man after your own heart.”

Laura Keener 
Editor 

The Curia staff  gathered at St. Paul Oratory, June 29, 
the solemnity of  Sts. Peter and Paul — a patronal feast day 
— as Bishop Roger Foys celebrated Mass. In his homily 
Bishop Foys explained that Peter and Paul were very dif-
ferent men, with very different gifts. St. Peter was a fisher-

man and probably had a very rudimentary education. St. 
Paul, on the other hand, went to university. 

“They were on two different paths — Peter a fisherman 
and Paul a man of  letters,” Bishop Foys said. “Had it not 
been for their converging on the faith of  Jesus they proba-
bly never would have met. One thing they had in common 
was their faith, their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior.” 
Bishop Foys said that both men took very different 

paths to arrive at their faith. Peter was an apostle to whom 
Jesus entrusted the Church. Paul found the faith on the 
road to Damascus, while on his way to torture and kill 
Christians, when he had a conversion. Peter saw himself  
as the apostle to the Jews. Paul saw himself  as the apostle 

to Gentiles. 
“Notice that to have 

faith in Jesus Christ 
they didn’t have to 
change who they were. 
They each had their 
own gifts and the Lord 
God used those gifts in 
each of  them so that 
they could make his 
name known,” Bishop 
Foys said. “That’s a les-
son for us, that the Lord 
God uses each of  us, no 
matter who we are, no 
matter where we come 
from, no matter what 
our background, no 
matter what our educa-
tion, or who our family 
is. Each of  us has our 

own gifts. We should never, ever think that we don’t. And, 
we use those gifts just as they are given to us for the build-
ing up of  the Kingdom of  God. … We pray today for the 
grace to use the gifts that the Lord has given us to the 
building up of  the Kingdom of  God and to be agents for 
bringing people together.”

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul is lesson that God  
has gifted everyone to build up his kingdom

(above left) Bishop Foys

Gillespie photos

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 1)

(left) Bishop Roger Foys announces the and introduces Father John C. Iffert (right) as Bishop-
elect of  the Diocese of  Covington at a press conference, July 13, at Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium. “I am confident he will make a wonderful shepherd — he is a pastor with the 
heart of  shepherd,” Bishop Foys said about Bishop-elect Iffert.

Gillespie photos
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Rights and responsibilities
The moral principle of  human rights and responsibili-

ties has become a key theme in contemporary Catholic 
social doctrine. 

Thus, the “Compendium of  the Social Doctrine of  the 
Church” (2004) acknowledges that “[t]he movement 
towards the identification and proclamation of  human 

rights is one of  the most 
significant attempts to 
respond effectively to the 
inescapable demands of  
human dignity.” 

The Compendium con-
firms that “[t]he Church 
sees in these rights the 
extraordinary opportuni-
ty that our modern times 
offer, through the affir-
mation of  these rights, 
for more effectively rec-
ognizing human dignity 
and universally promot-
ing it as a characteristic 
inscribed by God the 
Creator in his creature.” 

(CSDC, n. 152) 
The Compendium highlights the respect accorded by 

the Church to “the positive value of  the Universal 
Declaration of  Human Rights, adopted by the United 
Nations on 10 December 1948.” (CSDC, n. 152) 

In Chapter III, “The Human Person and Human 
Rights,” the Compendium incorporates a systematic trea-
tise of  Church teaching on human rights and correlative 
duties. (CSDC, nn. 152-159) 

Here the Compendium points out that “[t]he first pre-
sented in this list is the right to life, from conception to 
natural end, which is the condition for the exercise of  all 
other rights and, in particular, implies the illicitness of  
every form of  procured abortion and of  euthanasia.” 
Moreover, the Church tradition recognizes the “para-
mount value of  the right to religious freedom.” (CSDC, n. 
155) 

The Compendium also explores “the mutual comple-
mentarities between rights and duties,” a constant teach-
ing of  the magisterium. (CSDC, n. 156. See also the 
“Catechism of  the Catholic Church,” n. 1930)  

From the standpoint of  history, the U.N.’s 1948 
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights had already syn-
thesized the substance of  an emerging worldwide consen-
sus on human rights. Fifteen years later, St. John XXIII’s 
1963 encyclical “Pacem in Terris” (“Peace on Earth”) pre-
sented the first comprehensive Catholic teaching on the 
subject of  human rights.  

The Compendium considers “Pacem in Terris” as a 
summons to men and women of  good will “to establish 
with truth, justice, love and freedom new methods of  rela-
tionships in human society.” (CSDC, n. 95)  

Part I of  “Pacem in Terris” — “Every Man is a Person 
with Rights and Duties” — stands as an in-depth reflec-
tion on an integral theory of  human rights. Most impor-
tantly, St. John XXIII grounded human rights (both theo-
logically and philosophically) in the personhood of  every 
man and woman: “… every human being is a person; that 
is, his nature is endowed with intelligence and free will. 
Indeed, precisely because he is a person he has rights and 
obligations flowing directly and spontaneously from his 
very nature.” (PT, n. 9) 

Therefore, rights and obligations of  this nature are 
“universal and inviolable, so they cannot in anyway be 
surrendered.”  

Personal, social, and instrumental rights bear an 
inherent interrelationship within an ordered hierarchy. 
Under that canopy, a broad range of  rights are integrated: 
bodily rights, political rights, rights of  movement, associ-
ational rights, economic rights, rights to choose family 

and state of  life, religious rights, and communication 
rights. (PT, nn. 11-27) 

Rights are correlated with inherent duties, for funda-
mental human rights derive their “indestructible moral 
force from the natural law, which in granting it imposes a 
corresponding obligation. (PT, nn. 28-33 at n. 30) 

The late Cardinal Avery Dulles (d. 2008) had observed 
in “Human Rights: Papal Teaching and the United 
Nations” (1998): “Pacem in Terris praised the U. N. 
Declaration as ‘an act of  the highest importance’ and ‘an 

important step forward on the juridical-political organi-
zation of  the world community.’ In the same encyclical he 
[Pope John XXIII] set forth a comprehensive and detailed 
charter of  human rights based on natural law.”  

The linking of  human rights with the promotion of  
the common good within a natural law framework was a 
notable contribution to human-rights thought.  

Rooted in his prior teaching in “Mater et Magistra” 
(“Christianity and Social Progress,” 1961), St. John XXIII 
conceived the common good as embracing “the sum total 
of  those conditions of  social living, whereby men are 
enabled to achieve their own integral perfection more 
fully and more easily.” (PT, n. 59. See MM, n. 65) 

Section 60 of  “Pacem in Terris” developed an explicit 
rationale for identifying the promotion of  human rights 
with the advancement of  the common good. It stated: “It 
is agreed that in our time the common good is chiefly 
guaranteed when personal rights and duties are main-
tained.” That defense of  human rights is a duty that falls 
upon government: “The chief  concern of  civil authorities 
must therefore be to ensure that these rights are acknowl-
edged, respected, coordinated with other rights, defended 
and promoted, so that in this way each one may more eas-
ily carry out his duties.” (PT, n. 60) 

In this regard, that responsibility of  civil authorities 
requires that they “maintain a careful balance between 
coordinating and protecting the rights of  citizens, on the 
one hand, and promoting them, on the other.” (PT, n. 66) 

“Gaudium et Spes” (1965), the Second Vatican 
Council’s “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World,” justifies the Church’s Gospel-inspired 
proclamation of  human rights in the light of  the teaching 
of  “Pacem in Terris.” 

The Pastoral Constitution substantiates the distinctive 
Catholic vision that upholds a theological foundation of  
human rights. Supporting the awakening and empower-
ing of  international advocacy for human rights, the con-
ciliar document states: “Yet these movements must be 
penetrated by the spirit of  the Gospel and protected 
against any kind of  false autonomy. For we are tempted 
to think that our personal rights are fully ensured only 

when we are exempt from every requirement of  divine 
law …” (GS, n. 41) 

According to “Gaudium et Spes,” then, Church social 
teaching on human rights resonates with an expanded 
global consciousness of  the common good and human 
interdependence. (GS, n. 26) 

In its treatise on the principle of  the common good, 
the Pastoral Constitution grounds respect for rights and 
duties in human dignity. As subjects of  universal and 
inalienable rights and duties, men and women have 
claims in justice to the necessities for living a genuinely 
human life. The Pastoral Constitution sums up the teach-
ing of  “Pacem in Terris” by naming the following rights: 
[the right] “to food, clothing, and shelter; the right to 
choose a state in life freely, and to found a family; the 
right to education; to employment; to a good reputation, 
to respect, to appropriate information, to activity in 
accord with the upright norm of  one’s own conscience, to 
protection of  privacy, and to rightful freedom in matters 
religious too.” (GS, n. 26) 

On Oct. 2, 1979, St. John Paul II delivered an address to 
the 34th General Assembly of  the United Nations. In his 
address, “The Dignity of  the Human Person is the Basis 
of  Peace and Justice,” the late Holy Father enumerated 
the human rights that have gained universal acceptance. 
These key rights are spelled out in a lengthy catena: “the 
right to life, liberty and security of  person; the right to 
food, clothing, housing, sufficient health care, rest and 
leisure; the right to freedom of  expression, education and 
culture; the right to freedom of  thought, conscience and 
religion, and the right to manifest one’s religion either 
individually or in community, in public or in private; the 
right to choose a state of  life, to found a family and to 
enjoy all the conditions necessary for family life; the right 
to property and work, to adequate working conditions 
and a just wage; the right of  assembly and association; 
the right to freedom of  movement, to internal and exter-
nal migration; the right to nationality and residence; the 
right to political participation and the right to participate 
in the free choice of  a political system of  the people to 
which one belongs.” 

On April 15, 2008, almost three decades later, Pope 
Benedict XVI addressed the U. N. General Assembly in 
the year that marked the 60th anniversary of  the 
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights. His address 
(“Human Rights … Must Be Respected As an Expression 
of  Justice”) posits human dignity as the bedrock moral 
foundation of  the Universal Declaration. The now pope 
emeritus noted that “[t]his document was the outcome of  
a convergence of  different religious and cultural tradi-
tions, all of  them motivated by the common desire to 
place the human person at the heart of  institutions, laws 
and the workings of  society …” 

Pope Benedict XVI anchored the universality, the indi-
visibility, and interdependence of  human rights on the 
foundation of  “the natural law inscribed on human 
hearts and present in different cultures and civilization.” 

In continuity with the teaching of  his predecessors, 
Pope Francis addressed the U.N. Assembly on Sept. 25, 
2015. In the name of  justice Pope Francis challenged the 
obligations of  worldwide government leaders to: “do 
everything possible to ensure that all can have the mini-
mum spiritual and material means to live in dignity and 
to create and support a family, which is the primary cell 
of  social development.” The Holy Father further identi-
fied a minimum floor for integral human development: 
“In practical terms, this absolute minimum has three 
names: lodging, labor, and land; and one spiritual free-
dom which includes religious freedom, the right to educa-
tion and all other civil rights.” 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episco-
pal liaison to the Messenger and professor of  theology at 
Thomas More University.

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler

Rights and responsibilities:  
‘The Catholic tradition teaches  

that human dignity can be protected  
and a healthy community can be achieved 

only if  human rights are protected  
and responsibilities are met.  

Therefore, every person has a fundamental 
right to life and a right to  

those things required for human decency…’
— U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,  

“Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching”
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COMMENTARY

Biblical accounts on freedom and peace
Somewhere along the way, I’ve said it before and I’ll 

say it again — freedom is not a license to do as you darn 
well please. It is a golden 
and precious opportunity 
to freely choose from 
among any number of  
sound, appropriate, respon-
sible and non-harmful 
choices. 

Freedom comes with a 
price, in my opinion, that 
may include blood, sweat, 
tears and sacrifice in order 
to attain the desired result. 

In the United States, the 
hard-earned and prized gift 
of  freedom seems to be 
more grossly abused each 
and every day. Witness the 

unending reports of  violence, killings and multiple 
injuries — often involving innocent bystanders and 
reported daily in newspapers, on radio and television. 

It’s all very frightening, even to experienced, hardened 
journalists and commentators who have witnessed and 
reported the horrors of  hate and indifference throughout 
their careers. Ted Williams, a former law enforcement 
officer and currently a highly respected network news 
contributor, bluntly summed up the whole worldwide sit-

uation this way, “We are in a war of  good vs. evil.” 
Solace is harder to come by these days, not just for me, 

but for a circle of  friends, acquaintances and relatives 
willing to share their concerns and “talk” about the 
whole unnerving situation in the United States and 
throughout the world. My most recent personal effort to 
find some measure of  solace and “the truth that sets us 
free” led me to Scripture. Words found there generated 
some encouragement, hope and promise that mankind’s 
seemingly unending search for freedom and peace shall 
not be in vain. Please go there with me for a little while. 

On freedom: 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm there-

fore, and do not submit again to a yoke of  slavery.” 
Galatians 5:2 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.” Galatians 5:23 

“And you will know the truth and the truth shall set 
you free.” John 8:32 

“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of  God.” 2 
Peter 2:16 

“But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of  
liberty, and perseveres, being no bearer who forgets but a 
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” James 1:25 

 

The 2021 summer reading listHope in the darkness
Liberation from lockdowns and quarantines ought not 

be liberation from serious reading, opportunities for 
which being one of  the few boons of  the recent past. Here 
are some suggestions for summer enrichment.   

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., may have 
retired from the tasks of  episcopal governance, but he 
certainly hasn’t abandoned the fields where the battle for 
decency is being contested. To some bears of  little brain, 
this makes him a “culture-warrior;” to those with more 
discernment, it makes him a bishop-teacher in the great 

tradition of  churchmen 
like Charles Borromeo and 
Francis de Sales. “Things 
Worth Dying For: Thoughts 
on a Life Worth Living” 
(Henry Holt) is the latest 
contribution to a serious 
Catholic consideration of  
our present moment, its 
discontents and possibili-
ties, from this model bish-
op. 

Catholic priests have 
taken a beating in both 
popular culture and the 
Church in recent decades. 
All the more reason, then, 

to celebrate the life and accomplishment of  a priest who 
spent out his life for the poorest of  the Lord’s poor in 
some of  the toughest parts of  the Third World. In “Priest 
and Beggar: The Heroic Life of  Venerable Aloysius 
Schwartz” (Ignatius Press), Kevin Wells tells the extraor-
dinary story of  a Washington native, “Father Al,” who 
displayed a distinctively American form of  sanctity as he 
walked the Way of  the Cross throughout his ministry and 
in his suffering from Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  

How did the Calvert family, founders of  the Catholic 
colony of  Maryland, and the Carroll family, who gave 
America its first bishop and its sole Catholic signer of  the 
Declaration of  Independence, navigate the rocks and 
shoals of  anti-Catholic British penal laws and absurdly 
expansive Roman notions of  the papacy’s role in civil 
affairs? Michael D. Breidenbach sheds new light on that 
fascinating question in “Our Dear-Bought Liberty: 
Catholics and Religious Toleration in Early America” 
(Harvard University Press), an original, provocative con-
tribution to the study of  U.S. Catholic history.  

Erika Bachiochi is, like Michael Breidenbach, a for-
mer student of  mine, of  whom my colleagues and I in the 
Cracow-based Tertio Millennio Seminar on the Free 
Society are very proud. In “The Rights of  Women: 

Reclaiming a Lost Vision” (University of  Notre Dame 
Press), legal scholar Bachiochi, a mother of  seven, builds 
an intellectual bridge across the generations of  feminist 
thought from Mary Wollstonecraft to Mary Ann Glendon; 
offers a bracing critique of  various currents in contem-
porary feminist theory, including the autonomy-driven 
thought of  the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg; and thereby 
makes an important contribution to thoughtful reflection 
on contemporary American culture and society. 

Yes, I read novels occasionally. One to which I’ve 
returned several times since it was assigned for summer 
reading in 1967 is Paul Horgan’s masterful tale of  the set-
tlement of  what’s now Arizona, “A Distant Trumpet” 
(Nonpareil Books). The author anticipated Larry 
McMurtry in giving us the Old West without gloss; what 
Horgan added to the mix in “A Distant Trumpet” was a 
keen insight into what it means to grow into manhood 
and what loyalty to moral principle means — and can 
cost. Paul Horgan never wore his Catholicism on his liter-
ary sleeve, but the Catholic sacramental imagination 
shaped his fiction nonetheless. 

Father Robert Imbelli is an adornment of  the 
American Catholic theological scene. Friends recently 
honored his 80th birthday with a book, “The Center Is 
Jesus Christ Himself: Essays on Revelation, Salvation, 
and Evangelization in Honor of  Robert P. Imbelli” 
(Catholic University of  America Press). The title is an apt 
summary of  Father Imbelli’s theological project, which 
has always aimed at deepening his students’ and readers’ 
love for the Lord.  

We say it so often that the prayer Jesus gave us risks 
becoming mere routine. Father John Gavin, S.J., makes 
the greatest of  prayers come alive again with the help of  
the Fathers of  the Church in “Mysteries of  the Lord’s 
Prayer: Wisdom from the Early Church” (Catholic 
University of  America Press).  

The first two volumes of  Cardinal George Pell’s 
“Prison Journal” (Ignatius Press) have introduced a 
world audience to the truth about an oft-caricatured man: 
that he is a Christian hero whose grace under extraordi-
nary pressure was and is rooted in his profound faith. 
The third volume, due out in October, will complete a 
remarkable trilogy that, in the ways of  Providence, grew 
out of  a grave injustice.  

I’m pleased that many people have told me that they’ve 
found my “Not Forgotten: Elegies” and “Reminiscences 
of, a Diverse Cast of  Characters, Most of  Them 
Admirable” (Ignatius Press) “encouraging” in these chal-
lenging times. I hope you will, too. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
— Cycle B are: Jeremiah 23:1–6; Ephesians 2:13–18 and 
Mark 6:30–34. 

While the first words we hear in the Scriptures this 
Sunday are words of  woe — “Woe to the shepherds who mis-
lead and scatter the flock of  my pasture, says the Lord” — 
and the reality they portray is troubling — that there are 
shepherds, appointed by God to guide his people, who are 
misleading those people — the message of  today’s 

Scriptures is one of  hope. 
There is no point in pre-

tending that all of  the 
Church’s shepherds are 
good shepherds. The revela-
tions of  sexual abuse by 
priests — many of  whom 
were pastors — and some 
bishops, and the mishan-
dling of  the cases by bish-
ops, would be enough to 
disillusion God’s people. 
The German bishops seem 
dangerously close to break-
ing off  into their own 
church. The American 
bishops tweet their dis-

agreements with each other like teenagers, seemingly 
unable to come to agreement on issues of  faith and practice. 
Priests spout their opinions instead of  Church teaching, 
sometimes in blogs, but often in their homilies. Meanwhile 
membership in the Church continues to decline, especially 
of  young people, and the number of  people disavowing 
belief  in God rises. Why should God’s people have any hope? 

Let us turn first to the psalm. We seem often to use Psalm 
23 as a kind of  soothing balm. Paintings or photographs that 
depict this psalm seem always of  bucolic scenes, lovely 
green valleys dotted with wildflowers and intersected by 
perfect trout streams. But what about the second strophe of  
the psalm? Why are there no paintings of  someone standing 
in a dark valley, courageous and confident despite the dark-
ness because of  their reliance on God’s presence? We need 
to remind ourselves that God is with us always, in dark 
times and light, with his rod and staff  to give us courage. 

Now let us look at God’s words to Jeremiah. First, the 
mere fact that these words are part of  our Scriptures should 
give us hope. We have never glossed over the shortcomings 
of  God’s people or — especially — the leaders of  God’s peo-
ple. From Adam to the Apostles, the shortcomings of  these 
leaders has been well chronicled. 

What has also been well chronicled, though, is that God 
has never abandoned his people to bad shepherds, and has 
still accomplished his purposes through them. Salvation his-
tory — and the history of  the Church — is not primarily the 
story of  what certain people have done, but what God has 
done, wants to do and will do, through his people. As Hilaire 
Belloc, the Anglo-French writer of  the early 20th century, is 
quoted as saying, “The Catholic Church is an institution I am 
bound to hold divine — but for unbelievers a proof  of  its 
divinity might be found in the fact that no merely human 
institution conducted with such knavish imbecility would 
have lasted a fortnight.” Our faith rests ultimately, not on 
human shepherds, but on the divinity working through them. 

Second, the message of  these words gives us hope: “I 
myself  will gather the remnant of  my flock,” says the Lord, 
“and bring them back to their meadow.” “I will appoint 
shepherds for them who will shepherd them.” 

God’s words to Jeremiah are also spoken to us. God is 
aware of  what is going on in his Church. God will right 
what is wrong within the Church, at the proper time. It is 
God’s Church, and God will not let the gates of  hell prevail 
against it, even if  the powers of  hell seem to be at work 
within it. 

What do we do in the meantime? We trust and we hope. 
We trust in the official teachings of  the Church, and those 
good shepherds who teach with the Church’s official teach-
ings. We trust in the sacraments, especially the Mass and 
the Eucharist itself. We trust in the Scriptures. We trust in 
God and in his promises, and especially in Jesus. 

Now is the time to stay close to Jesus. “Come away by 
yourselves,” he says to us, also, “to a deserted place and rest 
a while.” It is possible to read too many blogs, listen to too 
many talk shows. When you run low on hope and long on 

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

George Weigel
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Father Stephen Bankemper
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Caitlin Dwyer 
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Medically reviewed by Amy Fathman, APRN 
In our culture, contraception is frequently associated with great goods for 
women such as health, rights, educational opportunities, professional 
success and even freedom, empowerment and self-realization. For birth 
control supporters, questioning contraception is synonymous with ques-
tioning these goods: “How could you be against contraception? Do you 
want to prevent women’s access to healthcare? Do you want to oppress 
women and take away their rights?” 
But is it really true that use of contraceptives constitutes good medical 
care and a benefit to women and society at large? 
In this three-part series, we will question this assumption by examining 
arguments against the use of contraceptives from medical, sociological 
and theological perspectives. 
Here, we will begin from the medical vantage point, looking at the health 
risks associated with contraceptives and their inability to treat the myriad 
gynecological maladies for which they are prescribed, in order to make 
the case that contraceptives can actually be detrimental to women’s 
health. 
First, let’s define contraception. Contraception, or birth control, signifies 
any medication, device, procedure or technique intended to remove the 
procreative element from the sexual act. This includes hormonal contra-
ceptives (pills, implants, injections), barrier methods, intrauterine devices 
and sterilization. While all of these methods raise serious medical con-
cerns, this article will focus on the health risks of the most commonly 
used form of birth control — hormonal contraceptives. 
Hormonal contraceptives are widely prescribed both as birth control and 
as a medical therapy to address a number of gynecological conditions. A 
review of the side effects of hormonal contraceptives as well as the safety 
and efficacy of available alternatives reveals why it is not best practice in 
medicine to use them for either indication (birth control or “treatment”). 
Hormonal contraceptives are associated with several very serious possi-
ble side effects including cancer, stroke and permanent alteration of the 
brain. 
In 2005, the World Health Organization classified the combined estrogen-
progestin hormonal contraceptives as a group 1 carcinogen, the most 
dangerous category, reserved for substances known to increase a per-
son’s risk of cancer, like tobacco and asbestos. 
Hormonal contraceptives increase the risk of breast, cervical and liver 
cancers. For breast cancer, the most common cancer in women, the rela-
tive risk is 20–60 percent higher (cancer.gov). This of course does not 
mean everyone who takes hormonal contraceptives will develop one of 
these cancers, just like not every smoker gets lung cancer. However, use 
increases risk. (There is some data that suggests that hormonal contra-
ceptives can provide protection against ovarian and endometrial cancers; 
however, it should be noted that these cancers are comparatively rare). 
Several of the most popular hormonal contraceptives also increase a 
woman’s risk of developing blood clots, elevating her risk of stroke, pul-
monary embolism or other venous thromboembolisms, all of which are 
potentially life-threatening. 
According to a meta-analysis conducted by the Loyola University Health 
System, birth control pills nearly double women’s risk of stroke, by 1.9 
times (4.4 to 8.5 strokes per 100,000 women). Migraines, high blood pres-
sure and smoking further elevate risk. Proponents of hormonal methods 
frequently point out that the risk is still low; nonetheless, it adds up when 

we consider at least 11 million women take hormonal contraceptives in 
the United States. 
Additionally, hormonal contraceptives may interrupt a critically important 
development process in the brains of teenage girls causing life-long 
alterations to the areas of the female brain that control mood, cognition 
and behavior. According to a 2016 review published in the Linacre 
Quarterly, a growing body of evidence points to the impact of steroid 
hormones on adolescent brain development and behavior. Normally, 
cognitive function progresses from the immature impulsiveness of ado-
lescence to the mature, rational decision-making of adulthood. When 
taken between the ages of 15 and 19, hormonal contraceptives affect this 
developmental process and may cause permanent cognitive impair-
ment. 
Other well-documented adverse effects of hormonal contraceptives 
include weight gain, depression, migraines and loss of libido. These are 
often dismissed as less serious, but what woman would say significant 
weight gain, persistent mental illness, debilitating headaches or sexual 
dysfunction would not significantly diminish her quality of life. 
Another problem with hormonal contraceptives is that they often do not 
address the root causes of the gynecological ailments they are pre-
scribed for, such as irregular periods, polycystic ovary syndrome, premen-
strual syndrome and endometriosis. Because hormonal contraceptives 
essentially shut down the reproductive system, they effectively mask 
rather than resolve these illnesses. Unsurprisingly, when hormonal con-
traceptives are stopped, these ailments often reappear. 
Thankfully, healthier, more effective alternatives exist for both family plan-
ning and medical treatment of gynecological ailments. For family plan-
ning, methods exist which utilize natural biomarkers of fertility (cervical 
mucus, temperature, estrogen and luteinizing hormone levels) to identify 
a woman’s fertile window. Couples can use this information to seek or 
avoid pregnancy by timing sexual intercourse accordingly. These meth-
ods are frequently referred to as “natural family planning” (NFP) or “fertili-
ty awareness based methods” (FABMs) of family planning. Many have 
user and method effectiveness ratings similar to or better than other con-
traceptives. 
For treatment of gynecological problems, there is a growing area of med-
icine known as natural restorative healthcare for women. This includes 
methods of medical and surgical care for women that seek to diagnose 
and treat the underlying issues causing the ailments listed above rather 
than simply masking them. 
Natural restorative healthcare teaches women to chart their biomarkers 
of fertility. This charting reveals patterns that can help healthcare 
providers pinpoint and test for hormonal and physiological abnormalities 
that can be treated with medication, hormone therapy and surgery. 
Resolution of these gynecological maladies often helps women over-
come infertility. 
As this quick review of the problems associated with hormonal contra-
ceptives makes clear, they are not the key to excellent women’s health-
care that they are often made out to be. Women deserve better than arti-
ficial hormones that can hurt them in so many ways. 
Next month we will examine sociological arguments against contracep-
tion to assess whether it advances women and society in the way its 
advocates claim. 
Prof. Caitlin Shaughnessy Dwyer is assistant professor of Theology, Thomas 
More University. She and her family are members of St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood. 

We  
Choose  

Life

Mission Statement 
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop, 
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of 
human life from conception to natural death 
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy 
and education.

Pro-Life 
Office 
of the Diocese of Covington

Arguments against contraception —  
Part 1: Medical

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,  
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/  or call (859) 392-1500.

Resources 

Family planning and female health: 

FEMM (Fertility Education and Medical 
Management), femmhealth.org 

NaProtechnology, fertilitycare.org/what-is-
naprotechnology 

Natural Fertility Care, 
naturalfertilitycare.org 

Couple to Couple League, ccli.org 

 

Natural restorative healthcare: 

Amy Fathman, APRN,  
St. Elizabeth Physicians, (859) 491-2855 

Dr. Paul Day and Dr. Jason Mattingly,  
Mercy Health, (513) 981-5922 

Dr. Lauren Hruszkewycz,  
TriHealth, (513) 398-3445 

“First, do no harm.” 
— Hippocratic oath
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Messenger staff  report  
In Kenton County, June 28, Gov. Andy Beshear 

presented a $154,000 ceremonial check representing 
the administration’s commitment to a safety 
improvement at a busy intersection in Ft. Wright 
where pedestrians often include school children. 
Kentucky Representative Buddy Wheatly (District 
65) and Father Daniel Schomaker, vicar general, 
Diocese of  Covington, ceremonially accepted the 
check, the funds of  which will be directed to the 
Kentucky Transportation Department District 6 
for the project. The project site is Sleepy Hollow 
Road, near its intersection with U.S. 25 (Dixie 
Highway), one of  the main routes in Northern 
Kentucky. Less than a block from the intersection is 
St. Agnes School. 

“We’re seizing the opportunity to improve 
school safety and pedestrian safety with this proj-
ect,” Gov. Beshear said. “That’s one way we make a 
better Kentucky.” 

With the funding from the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC), a new sidewalk 
will be built along Sleepy Hollow Road (KY 1072) 
and a crosswalk in the middle of  the block will be 
removed. Pedestrians instead would walk toward 
the intersection and cross the road at a signalized 
crosswalk. 

In Campbell County, Gov. Beshear presented a $160,000 
ceremonial check that represents the administration’s 

commitment to a pair of  highway safety projects in the 
vicinity of  three local schools.  

“School safety and highway safety are top priorities of  

our administration,” Gov. Beshear said. “With this check, 
and the projects we have planned, we’re contributing to 
both.”  

With the funding, the KYTC will replace traffic signals 
at two intersections in Cold Spring and 
Alexandria with new signals that are 
more reflective and thus more easily 
seen by motorists. 

The new signal heads will be fitted 
with back plates that include a 3-inch-
wide reflective yellow border, so that 
the red, yellow, and green signal lights 
are framed within a highly visible rec-
tangle. The greater reflectivity is most 
evident at night but also helps the sig-
nal stand out in daylight. The effect is 
to help guide drivers’ eyes to the signal, 
especially where there is visual clutter 
in the skyline around and behind the 
signal. The more reflective signal 
heads have been shown to help reduce 
crashes. 

Both intersections are on busy U.S. 
27. In Cold Spring, the cross street is 
Crossroads Boulevard, near 
Crossroads Elementary School. In 
Alexandria, the signal is at the inter-
section of  U.S. 27 and Main Street, near 
Campbell County Middle School and 
Bishop Brossart High School. 

In each project, KYTC engineers 
will examine the sites to determine whether other pedes-
trian improvements would be feasible through construc-
tion or reconstruction of  handicap ramps.

Two Catholic schools to benefit from school 
and highway safety projects

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Gov. Andy Beshear (center) presented ceremonial checks representing the administration’s 
commitment to two highway projects that will positively affect safety at Bishop Brossart 
High School, Alexandria, and St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright. Representative Buddy Wheatly 
(District 65) (left) and Father Daniel Schomaker, vicar general, Diocese of  Covington, (right) 
ceremonially accepted the check, the funds of  which will be directed to the Kentucky 
Transportation Department District 6 for the projects.
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we take for granted from our families, especially our par-
ents?” 

And the hardest one to say, Bishop Foys said, is “I am 
sorry.” Bishop Foys depicted a dramatic scene from the pop-
ular 1970s movie  “Love Story” where, after a bitter quarrel, 
as the leading actor is about to apologize, his girlfriend 
places her finger on his lips and says the often quoted 
phrase, “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.” 

“Give me a break,” Bishop Foys said. “That’s boloney. 
Love means being able to say, ‘I am sorry,’ and knowing the 
beloved will be able to say, ‘I forgive you.’ That’s true love. 
Being able to say I am sorry, to humble oneself  enough — to 
trust the other enough — to say, ‘I am sorry;’ with the 
knowledge that the love is so deep from the other — that it 
is from God — that we will be forgiven.” 

Bishop Foys acknowledged that the family and family 
life is being threatened in the world and in our country — 
but Christians are not to be discouraged, instead they 
should have hope and to evangelize the world by living a 
holy, Christian family life. 

“Destroy the family and you destroy a civilization,” 
Bishop Foys said. “Build up a family in faith and in love and 
in joy and in trust and you have a strong family, a strong 
community, a strong city, a strong country, a strong world. 

“Today we ask God’s blessings on all families, especially 
those that are having difficulty — those that are struggling 
— we ask that they turn to the Lord and find their peace, 
find their solace, find their joy in the Lord. Families are pre-
cious to the Lord, or the Lord God would not have sent his 
Son to be born into a family. Jesus came to save us from our 
sins and was born in a family so that he, in his humanity, 
could experience the love of  a mother and a father in a fam-
ily.” 

The Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization invites fami-
lies to visit frequently a newly created webpage 
www.covdio.org/family. There they will find helpful resources 
to learn, pray and serve during this Year of  the Family.

(Continued from page 2)
Prayer for World Meeting of Families X  

22–26 June 2022 
Family Love: Vocation and Path to Holiness 

Heavenly Father, We come before You to praise You  
and to thank You for the great gift of the family. 

We pray to You for all families consecrated by the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. May they rediscover each 
daythe grace they have received, and as small  
domestic Churches, may they know how to witness to 
Your presence and to the love with which Christ loves 
the Church. 

We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty 
and suffering caused by illness or circumstances of 
which only You know. 

Sustain them and make them aware of the path to 
holiness upon which You call them, so that they might 
experience Your infinite mercy and find new ways to 
grow in love. 

We pray to You for children and young people: may 
they encounter You and respond joyfully to the  
vocation You have in mind for them; We pray for  
parents and grandparents: may they be aware that 
they are signs of the fatherhood and motherhood of 
God in caring for the children who, in body and spirit, 
You entrust to them; and for the experience of  
fraternity that the family can give to the world. 

Lord, grant that each family might live their specific 
vocation to holiness in the Church as a call to become 
missionary disciples, in the service of life and peace,  
in communion with our priests, religious, and all  
vocations in the Church. 

Bless the World Meeting of Families. 

Amen.

(left) Father Ryan Maher, vicar general and Cathedral 
rector and Father Daniel Schomaker, vicar general 
and pastor, St. Augustine Parish, Covington, at the 
recessional of  the Year of  Family Mass, July 10.

Keener photo



Job search assistance available for free at the Kenton 
County Public Library branches. Get help getting started 
with 1-1 career coaching, resume assistance, workshops, and 
online classes to improve your job-hunting skills. Go to ken-
tonlibrary.org/job-search-central or call 962-4002 to learn 
more. 
 
St. Ann Mission, Covington, will celebrate its annual 
novena to St. Ann with daily novena prayers and Mass, 
July 18–26. St. Ann is the patroness of  Christian families, 
mothers, grandmothers, housewives, pregnancy, pregnant 
women, women in labor and sterility, among others. Novena 
prayers begin at 7 p.m., Mass at 7:15 p.m. The novena will 
also be live streamed from 
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnAnnCovington. The 
theme for this year’s Novena is “The blessing of  
Grandparents,” as Pope Francis has declared July 26th 
Grandparents Day. Speakers are: Deacon Scott Folz, Deacon 
Michael Keller, Deacon Gary Scott, Deacon Barry Henry, 
Deacon Gerald Franzen, Deacon James Bayne, Deacon 
Richard Malsi, Deacon Richard Dames and Deacon Steven 
Durkee. After Mass each evening there will be individual 
blessings with a relic of  St. Ann. The sacrament of  reconcili-
ation will be offered after the blessing. The feast of  Sts. 
Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final evening, July 
26, with a reception following Mass. 
 
Newport Central Catholic High School will host a base-
ball camp July 20–22, 6–8:30 p.m. at Newport Vets Field 
(NCCHS home softball field) for boys going into grades 3-8 in 
the fall. Cost $50; family discounts available. Visit 
https://gofan.co/app/school/KY6479 to register; for informa-
tion e-mail jmartin2@fuse.net. 
 
St. Catherine Parish, Ft. Thomas, is hosting an adult only 
Music Fest, August 6, 7–11 p.m., featuring the band The 
Leftovers. 

Parish Kitchen, a ministry of Catholic Charities is looking 
for more volunteers to help serve their lunch meal from 
11:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. Regular or sub opportunities are avail-
able for weekday and/or weekends, once a month or more. 

Volunteers must be willing to be VIRTUS compliant. Virtus 
training is available through the Diocese of  Covington. The 
volunteer application is available at www.parishkitchen.org. 
A staff  member will contact you as soon as possible. 
 
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, will be participating in the 
World’s Longest Yard Sale August 7. Rental fee is $25 per 
space — each space is two parking spots; 100 percent of  the 
rental is donated to the parish. Tables are not available for 
rent; vendors are welcome to bring their own.  E-mail 
sh127ys@sthenrynky.com or 727-2035. 
 
After a 24 year hiatus, the Ladies Stagette event, “Denim 
and Heels,” at St. Mary School, Alexandria, is back, Sept. 18. 
Food, drinks, raffles, silent auctions, split the pots, games, 

and music. Doors open at 7 p.m., ends midnight. Tickets $40. 
Contact allison.leedy2@gmail.com. 
 
St. Thomas High School Homecoming, Sept. 25, for anyone 
who attended for at least one year between 1949 and 1976 plus 
a guest. Former teachers and one guest are also invited to 
attend. Cost $50 per person and RSVP is required. For more 
information and RSVP form go on facebook under St. 
Thomas High School/Grade School, Ft Thomas, KY – 
Announcements. Contact tomdierig@gmail.com or 781-8743. 
Deadline Sept. 1.

Summer Festivals
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

‘Welcome Back Home’ to Holy Spirit Parish 
Holy Spirit Parish, Newport, welcomed parishioners “Back Home” to Mass the 
weekend of  July 3 and 4. During the pandemic the parish had been celebrating 
Mass in its gym. The parish utilized the time to spruce up the church — polishing 
pews and floors and adding a new concrete plaza featuring a concrete stamped 
wooden-like cross with a red flame as its center, symbolizing the fire of  the Holy 
Spirit. The weekend also coincided with Msgr. William Cleves 10th year as pastor. 
Parishioners surprised Msgr. Cleves with a gift at each of  the three weekend 
Masses — a gift for his ministry, a new Ordinary Time vestment; a gift for business, 
an X-Chair office chair; and a gift for pleasure, round-trip airfare to Rome with 
spending money. Msgr. Cleves expressed his gratitude and surprise saying, “Before 
I moved to Newport, the longest place I had ever lived was Rome — I am happy to 
call Newport my home. I love this parish and I love all of  you. Thank you.”

Holy Cross Parish, Latonia,  
July 23-24, 6 p.m. –midnight 

St. James Parish, Brooksville, 
July 23 –25 

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 
California, July 31 and Aug. 28  

St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, 
Aug. 6, 6–11:30 p.m. and  
Aug. 7, 5–11 p.m. 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 
Ft. Thomas, August 7, 5:30–11 
p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish,  
Crescent Springs, Aug. 13–14,  
6 p.m.–midnight  

St. Mary Parish, Alexandria, 
Aug. 13 and 14  

St. Bernard Parish,  
Dayton, Aug. 20, 6–11 p.m.; Aug. 
21, 5–11 p.m.  

St. Joseph Academy, Walton, 
Pigfest, Aug. 27 and 28, 5–11 
p.m.  

St. Paul Parish, Florence, 
Aug. 27, 6–11 p.m., Aug. 28, 5–

11 p.m. and Aug. 29, 4–9 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Parish, 
Independence, Labor Day 
Festival, Sept. 4,  
6 p.m.–midnight;  
Sept. 5, 4 p.m.–midnight and 
Sept. 6, 1–9 p.m.  

St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger, 
Rocktoberfest, Sept 10, 6 p.m.–
midnight; Sept. 11, 5 p.m.– mid-
night and Sept. 12, 2–8 p.m.  

St. Patrick Parish, Maysville, 
Sept. 10–11, 6– 11 p.m.;  
Sept. 12, noon–3 p.m.  

St. Timothy Parish, Union, 
Sept. 17, 6–11 p.m.;  
Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m.–midnight; 
Sept. 19, 12:30–6 p.m.  

St. William Parish, 
Williamstown, Sept. 19,  
noon–8 p.m.  

St. Benedict Parish,  
Covington, Sept. 24 and 25,  
6 p.m.– midnight  

St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, 
Oktoberfest, Oct. 1 and 2,  
5 p.m.–midnight;  
Oct. 3, 3–8 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School — creating memories 
Holy Cross Elementary, Latonia, held its Vacation Bible School in June 
with 30 students — grades first through eighth — attending.  Students 
studied the rosary, created art, played games and had a blessed week  
creating memories together. (left) A student strings together Good Deed 
beads, which are used to count the ways they plant love and kindness 
throughout the day. (above) Each evening Father Michael Hennigan,  
pastor, led praise and worship with the students, teaching them new 
songs with hand motions.

Faith and family 
St. Henry Parish, 
Elsmere, started its 
Faith & Family Friday, 
June 25. Parents and 
their children are  
invited to the 8 a.m. 
Friday Mass followed by 
breakfast, reading/ 
discussing Sunday’s 
Gospel, and fellowship. 
Pictured with families 
is A.J. Gedney, seminari-
an for the Diocese of  
Covington.



Bishop-elect Iffert indicated that he has only three agen-
da items as he comes to lead the Diocese of  Covington — to 
get to know its priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful, to 
invite young men to consider priestly vocations and to beg 
for prayers. 

“To the priests, deacons, lay faithful of  the Diocese of  
Covington, I can’t wait to get to know you and pray with 
you,” he said. “From the moment that I learned that I would 
be the bishop-elect, I have been praying for you. Every time 
I pause and turn toward God you are the people who come 
to my mind the most. My agenda as I come to the Diocese of  
Covington is just that, to get to know you. I want to visit 
with you in our parishes and schools, to celebrate Mass 
with you, to hear from you why you love our faith and what 
burdens you carry … You, and being Church with you, are 
the stuff  of  my hopes, prayers and dreams these days. 
Please — once I am consecrated and on the ground here in 
Covington — invite me. I want to be asked.” 

About priestly vocations, Bishop-elect Iffert made a plea 
to the young men of  the diocese. 

“I want to take this moment to invite every active, 
prayerful, Catholic young man to spend some significant 
time — maybe six months — learning about the life of  a 
priest and discerning whether God might be calling you to 
the priesthood of  Jesus Christ. … Let me witness to you 
today, this is a joyful and fulfilling life in the midst of  loving 
and dedicated people in community. If  God is offering you 
life as a priest or religious, you do not want to miss this. It is 
an adventure and it is a joy. So please, please every Catholic 
young man consider life as a priest and if  God is calling 
you.” 

Bishop-elect Iffert said he is begging the people of  the 
diocese to pray for him, as he is praying for them, sharing a 
prayer he has prayed most every day of  his life since his 
confirmation when he was 12 years old. 

“There is a little prayer that I have always attributed to 
my confirmation patron, St. Isaac Jogues. I have moved into 
that prayer, stretched it a bit, and made it my own. I offer it 
this way: ‘Wherever I go from here, Lord, let me be strong in 
faith and poor in spirit. Make me a man after your own 
heart.’ I have always prayed it for myself, my parishioners, 
my coworkers, my bishop, our pope and now I will pray it 
for the people of  the Diocese of  Covington. 

“The Rite of  Ordination and Installation of  a Bishop is 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021, at 3 p.m., in the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption in Covington. At that 
hour, please pray that prayer with me and for me. Pray that 
I can be strong when strength is needed and weak when I 
am tempted to be full of  myself. Know that I will be carrying 
you in my heart that day, and asking God to make us all men 
and women after his own heart.” 

Archbishop Kurtz congratulated both Bishop Foys and 
Bishop-elect Iffert. 

“It is with great joy that I welcome the news that our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, has appointed Father John Iffert 
as the next bishop of  the Diocese of  Covington. He is known 
to have a great pastoral heart as well as excellent pastoral 
experience in his more than two decades of  service in the 
Diocese of  Belleville,” said Archbishop Kurtz. “Bishop-elect 

Iffert is succeeding my friend 
and brother bishop, Bishop 
Roger Foys. Bishop Foys has 
served Northern Kentucky 
with great distinction, and I 
join with the bishops of  the 
province in thanking him for 
his leadership and collabora-
tion. The bishops of  the 
Province of  Louisville have a 
great fraternity and together 
we welcome Bishop-elect 
Iffert. We promise him and 
Bishop Foys our prayerful 
support.”
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NortherN KeNtuCKy MoNuMeNt 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate 

3701 Winston Avenue • Covington, Ky  
(ritte’s Corner in Latonia) 

Customized/Personalized Service 

(859) 291-6657 
evening Appointments Available 

• Cemetery Lettering, Vases 
•Bronze and Granite Markers 

www. schott-monument-company.com

Annual Ice Cream Social
Father Joey Shelton of St. James Church in Brooksville 

invites you to our Festival July 23 – 25

Major Raffle  •  Silent Auction 

Ice Cream Social, July 25th, 
Noon – 6 p.m.

Homemade Ice Cream and Specialty Cakes

Come to the beautiful southeast part of the diocese 
for a day of family fun and homemade treats!

Enjoy our Fish Fry, July 23rd, 4 – 6:30  
and Pulled Pork DInner, July 24th, 5 – 7

Lic. #EXE0002490

(Continued from page 3)

(above left) Bishop-elect Iffert deflects adulation as Kentucky’s bishops (from left) Bishop Roger Foys, Covington; 
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, Louisville; Bishop John Stowe, Lexington; and Bishop William Medley, Owensboro and the 
Curia staff  welcome the soon-to-be 11th Bishop of  Covington.

(left) Bishop-elect 
Iffert prays in the 
Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel at the 
Cathedral Basilica 
of  the 
Assumption, 
Covington.  

(right) Bishop 
Roger Foys leads 
Bishop-elect Iffert 
on his first tour of  
the Cathedral 
Basilica, along 
with (from left) 
Father Daniel 
Schomaker, Bishop 
Stowe, Father 
Ryan Stenger and 
Bishop Medley.

Gillespie, Keener photos



Emilie Zengel 
Messenger Junior Correspondent 

When talking about the future of  the Catholic faith, it is 
important to think about the next generation of  the Church. By 
cultivating faith in young people, parishes can establish a 
stronger foundation for the future. Youth groups throughout 
the diocese work to do this. 

To encourage and inform about these efforts, the Messenger 
will be featuring a few articles this summer about specific 
groups. This week’s featured youth group is from St. Agnes 
Parish in Ft. Wright. 

St. Agnes Parish has had a successful group for five years, 
taking a pause during the pandemic, but excited to start 
again in the fall. As in previous years, there will be a junior 
high group and a high school group, with some interaction 

between the two. Teams from Dynamic Catholic vol-
unteer as the leaders. Anita Dunn, coordinator of  
Religious Education for St. Agnes Parish, oversees 
many aspects of  the program and is affectionally 
referred to as the group’s “grandma.” 

The group engages in many activities, such as 
ski trips, Steubenville summer retreats, YOUTH 
2000, and several volunteer opportunities. The 
youth seem to find joy in everything they do togeth-
er, whether it is a bus ride to a retreat, sharing a 
meal or participating in fun games. 

One particular year, the leaders and the group 
made bagged lunches and then teamed up to travel 
to Covington, Newport and Cincinnati to give those 
bags to the homeless. Many of  the students who 

started participating in junior high have continued as lead-
ers at YOUTH 2000. Youth 2000 is a retreat that involves wit-
ness talks, Adoration, breakout rooms, games and worship 
with singing and dancing. While YOUTH 2000 is a lot of  fun, 
it is primarily a way grow in the Catholic faith. It is a great 
way to connect with other young Catholics, forging long-last-
ing, meaningful relationships. 

Mrs. Dunn says that one of  her favorite things about get-
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50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.  
and greater Cincinnati

“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction” 

859-441-4400 
www.dupontplumbinginc.com 

2606 Alexandria Pike 
Southgate  KY  41071

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading 
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls 
Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,  
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562      Excellence Since 1979

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

St. Agnes Youth Group leader sees children as foundation of the domestic church

St. Agnes Youth Group playing a game with a guest. 

(Continued on page 14)
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Larry’s Tree Service 
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563 

Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates   
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available 

STAFF WRITER 
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s official  
weekly newspaper published 44 times per year, is  
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic to join its editorial  
staff as a full time Staff Writer. This full-time position 
requires a broad range of abilities, including excellent 
writing, proofreading, organizational skills, and a 
working knowledge and basic skillset of photography 
and website content development. Working with 
Messenger staff, the staff writer will be responsible for  
written content and the development of the  
Messenger and diocese’s online presence. The successful  
candidate will have a commitment to confidentiality  
and teamwork and adaptability to interactions with  
colleagues, other diocesan employees, and interviewees.  
The ideal candidate will be self-motivated and  
imaginative, with a readiness to explore multimedia 
platforms. In addition to regular office hours, evening 
and weekend assignments occur regularly and are  
considered part of the job. Anticipated start date:  
immediate. Interested candidates may submit a  
resume, references, and writing samples to  
Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org,  
(859) 392-1500.                                                        EOE

SCHOOL CAFETERIA MANAGERS 
The School Food Services Office of the Diocese of Covington 
Department of Catholic Schools seeks candidates for School Cafeteria 
Managers at Prince of Peace Montessori School. Monday - Friday,  
during the school year. The School Cafeteria Manager’s primary 
responsibilities involve overall supervision of the School’s meals  
program, including: managing employees; ordering, receiving, and 
managing inventory; preparing and serving meals; operating the 
point-of-sale system; and interacting with school staff, students, and 
their parents. Organizational and interpersonal skills are essential to 
this position. To request an application, contact Stephen Koplyay, 
SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org. Scan and return the completed  
application by e-mail, including references with contact e-mail  
addresses and compensation history. Applications may also be faxed 
to 859/392-1589. 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities is  
seeking to hire a full-time (40 hours a week, M-F)  
Volunteer Coordinator. The Volunteer Coordinator is  
involved with all aspects of volunteer recruitment,  
training, appreciation, and retention. The Coordinator  
identifies, engages, cultivates, and maintains volunteer  
relationships so that volunteers have positive and  
meaningful experiences. Our ideal candidate will be a  
practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the  
Church, with a Bachelor’s degree or the equivalent in a  
business or human services field, plus prior experience  
in program management. Other desired qualifications  
include experience with community outreach;  
demonstrated communication, organization, and  
human relations skills; and a familiarity with MS Office  
and general database software. Salary and benefits are  
competitive. To apply, or to nominate a candidate,  
email or fax a letter of interest, C-V or comprehensive  
resume with compensation history, and a minimum of  
five references with their contact e-mail addresses to  
Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org,  
fax 859/392-1589.

CAFETERIA STAFF 
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington  
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and  
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the  
school day.  Duties include food preparation, serving  
and general cleanup.  Interested individuals may  
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or  
call her at 859/392-1536.

Immediate opening for a 
COLLISION TECHNICIAN 

Three — Five years experience. 
Must have tools.  

Call (513) 221-5600  
ext. 0241



On hate: 
“If  anyone says, ‘I love God’ and hates his brother, he 

is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” John 
4:20 

“Hatred serves up strife, but love covers all offenses.” 
Proverbs 10:12 

“And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake, but 
the one who endures to the end will be saved.” Matthew 
10:22 

On love: 
“Let all that you do be done in love.” 1 Corinthians 

16:14 
“Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love.” 1 John 4:8 
“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 

love covers a multitude of  sins.” 1 Peter 4:8 
On war: 
“A time to love and a time to hate; a time for war, and a 

time for peace.” Ecclesiastes 3:8 
“And you will hear of  wars and rumors of  wars. See 

that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the 
end is not yet.” Matthew 24:6 

“If  possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all.” Romans 12:18 

On peace: 
“[Cast] all your anxieties on him, because he cares for 

you.” 1 Peter 5:7 
“Now may the Lord of  peace himself  give you peace at 

all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.” 2 
Thessalonians 

I feel better already ... and you? 
Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 

the Diocese of  Covington.
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EDITORIAL ASSISTANT WANTED 
The Messenger, is seeking a part-time ( 3 days a 
week) Editorial Assistant to assist its editorial staff in 
creating a quality, weekly Catholic newspaper and 
maintaining an organized work environment. The 
Editorial Assistant helps update the diocesan database 
(Camino) and creates the weekly mailing list for the 
Messenger. The Editorial Assistant proofreads each 
edition of the Messenger, maintains the office 
archives, prepares invoices for payment and assists  
editorial staff, when needed, with writing/photogra-
phy assignments. The qualified candidate will be a 
practicing Roman Catholic and will be comfortable 
with Excel and Word (or comparable) office software 
with a solid foundation in writing skills and the ability 
to meet deadlines. Anticipated start date: June 2021. 
Interested candidates may submit a resume,  
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay by 
e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.         EOE

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing 
your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

CONTROLLER 
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities 
office invites well-qualified, practicing Roman 
Catholic candidates to apply for this full-time job 
opportunity. The Controller assists the office’s 
Executive Director in managing Catholic Charities’ 
finances, including its Parish Kitchen ministry. Under 
the direction of the Executive Director, the 
Controller’s primary responsibilities include:  
oversight of activities related to budgeting, A/R, A/P, 
and payroll; implementing and updating financial 
policies and procedures according to Diocesan 
requirements; and maintaining accurate data and 
producing efficient reports in line with generally 
accepted non-profit accounting standards. Required 
qualifications include at least a bachelor’s degree  
in Accounting or Finance, with a history of  
progressively-responsible applicable work  
experience. Interested individuals may send a cover 
letter and comprehensive resume, including at least 
five references with e-mail contacts, to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by e-mail or by fax:  
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859-392-1589

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Notre Dame Academy (NDA) is searching for a 
full-time, hands-on Facilities Manager. This position 
is responsible for the daily facility needs, operations 
and maintenance of the school and grounds. Duties 
include managing and performing general mainte-
nance requests, providing supervision and training 
for employees within the operational area, event 
setups, scheduling and oversight of contractors, 
ensuring a safe environment and compliance with 
building codes and inspections, and serving as a 
member of the Facilities Committee. The ideal  
candidate will have prior experience with HVAC  
systems, fire panels and electrical equipment.  
Normal hours are from 7AM to 3:30PM, Monday 
through Friday. 

This position requires the physical ability to walk 
and stand for long periods of time, as well as, the 
ability to lift and move equipment and supplies up 
to 50lbs. A valid driver’s license, background check 
and Virtus training is required. 

Notre Dame Academy is a Catholic all-girls school in 
the Diocese of Covington, sponsored by the Sisters 
of Notre Dame. 

Please submit letter of interest, resume, and salary 
requirements to ndahr@ndapandas.org.     EOE 

 

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN 
Notre Dame Academy (NDA) is is searching for  
a flexible part-time custodian to assist with facility 
cleaning, trash removal, event setups, and other 
routine housekeeping and maintenance tasks. 
Normal hours are from 3:30PM to 7:30PM,  
Monday through Friday, with possible additional 
hours based on weekly work demand. 

This position requires the physical ability to walk 
and stand for long periods of time, as well as, the 
ability to lift and move equipment and supplies up 
to 50lbs. Custodial experience is preferred. A high 
school diploma or GED equivalent, background 
check, valid driver’s license and Virtus training is 
required.  

Please submit letter of interest, resume, and salary 
requirements to ndahr@ndapandas.org.      EOE 

CLIENT SERVICES SPECIALIST 
The Catholic Charities ministry of the Diocese 
of Covington invites employment candidates to 
apply for this full-time (40 hours a week, M-F)  
position. The focused responsibility of the Client 
Services Specialist will be assisting Catholic Charities 
clients and their case files through the entire clinical 
experience. Categories of cross-trained duties will 
generally include those of client care worker,  
pre-service assistant, quality assurance auditor,  
case-management team backup, and fiscal court 
reporting and billing backup. Desired qualifications 
include: practicing Roman Catholic; a minimum of a 
Bachelor’s degree in a human services field; comfort 
with MS Office software; and well-developed  
personal skills in communications, organization, 
face-to-face interactions, listening, and problem-
solving. To apply, e-mail or fax a letter of interest 
along with a C-V or comprehensive resume with 
compensation history, and a minimum of five  
references with their contact email addresses, to 
Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org,  
fax 859/392-1589. 

CHANCERY SECRETARY 
The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, 

actively-practicing Roman Catholics to apply for the 

position of Chancery Secretary. This position fulfills 

vital logistical and operational functions, and 

requires a motivated self-starter with a love for the 

Church, an interest in service, and a demonstrable 

history of maintaining absolute confidentiality. 

Other requirements include experience and comfort 

with using MS Office software, and helpful and 

pleasant communications skills regardless of the 

medium. Interested candidates may send a letter  

of interest along with a comprehensive resume, 

including compensation history and at least five 

appropriate references with e-mail contact  

information, by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay, 

SPHR, skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  B.W.

NOVENA

Freedom and peace 
(Continued from page 5)

discouragement, put your phone down and come to church, 
sit in front of  Jesus in the tabernacle or in the monstrance 
and rest a while. And after you have poured out your fears 
and your anger and your hurt and your discouragement to 
him, stop talking, and listen in silence to the Good Shepherd, 
and let his peace fill your heart. 

And before you leave, send up some prayers for those 
appointed as shepherds of  his Church, and for their assis-
tants — us priests — that we be good shepherds. We greatly 
need them. 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Hope in the darkness 
(Continued from page 5)
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Call Kim  
at the Messenger to 

place your ad  
 (859) 392-1500

Notre Dame Sister 
Marjorie Ann Thiel, (formerly Sister Joseph 
Anne) was the oldest of  three children of  
Joseph and Marian Thiel, Covington, Ky. Her 
family was devoted and faith-filled. Marjorie 
graduated from Notre Dame Academy in 1954. 
Shortly thereafter, she entered the Sisters of  
Notre Dame, where she made her profession of  
vows Aug. 17, 1957. A few years later, her sister, 
Mary Jo, also entered the community, becoming 
Sister Mary Juanelle. 

She received her bachelor of  arts in 
Education from Villa Madonna College (now 
Thomas More University) in 1968 and furthered 
her education with a master’s degree in  
Education at Xavier University in 1975. As a 
novice, she started her teaching ministry, which 
ranged from Harlan, in the mountains of  
Kentucky, to the suburbs of  Dayton, Ohio. She 
taught all grades from kindergarten to eighth. 

Sister Marjorie Marie’s teaching experience 
also gave her the ability to serve in other roles. 
She was a group mother at St. Aloysius Orphanage and the 
Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home, where she provided sta-
bility in many children’s lives. She also worked as the librarian 
at St. Augustine School, Covington, and St. Joseph Heights. 
She was even called to assist in the library at the Motherhouse 
in Rome for three years. 

As Sister Marjorie transitioned to retirement, her ministry 

focused on her community. She served in many facets of  com-
munity life — working in activities, transportation and the 
retirement and tutoring programs. She also enjoyed assisting 
as extraordinary minister of  holy Communion at St. Elizabeth 
Hospital for over 10 years. 

Over the years, along with her 
sister, Sister Marjorie shared 
many special events with her fam-
ily — weddings, baptisms, first 
Communions, graduations and 
lots of  birthday parties. She 
always seemed to enjoy being pres-
ent for these events, and it was a 
pleasure for her family to have her 
there as part of  these special cele-
brations. She always sent her fam-
ily cards for everything. She never 
missed sending a card for a holi-
day or birthday. They will dearly 
miss Sister Marjorie. 

Sister left us with a precious 
memory: One day the director of  
health care noticed a lovely 
seashell on sister’s dresser. Sister 
Marjorie Marie responded, “Look, 
it is broken but it’s still beautiful 
— just like us.” 

Sister Marjorie Marie went 
home to God peacefully, surrounded by her family, sisters and 
nursing staff. Visitation, wake and Mass of  Christian Burial 
were held in the chapel on Monday, June 28, 2021, at St. Joseph 
Heights. Interment in the convent cemetery followed the 8:30 
a.m. Mass on Tuesday morning, June 29, 2021. 

May the love with which Sister Marjorie Ann served her 
God give her eternal happiness with him forever.
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ting to be the “grandma” of  the group is, “seeing the children 
come together and share their faith, as well as to see them 
support one another and accept others.” 

All of  the activities and retreats keep the group close to 
God, especially when the members share ways in which their 
faith was enriched from these experiences. Hearing how 
much the teens enjoy youth group pushes Mrs. Dunn and the 
other leaders to keep it going. 

In addition to hanging out with friends and having fun, 
the group encourages the participants to talk about God and 
stay on track with their relationships with God, especially 
when surrounded by issues at school. Due to their participa-
tion in the youth group, four of  the members have been 
inspired to help teach the elementary grades in evening reli-
gion. 

The pandemic hit the group hard, as they were not able to 
meet, but they will be reconvening in the fall once again. 
Being apart during COVID has shown the impact of  these 
experiences by making it clear how much the members miss 
them. 

Mrs. Dunn shared that “hearing the deep faith in the 
young people lit a fire in my heart.” She sees the face of  
Christ through these teens when they volunteer, attend 
church, and even just greet her, which reignites her excite-
ment for the group. She takes pride in the young people that 
will be entering college, knowing that they and their families 
have helped build a partnership with the parish. “They are 
the true foundation of  the domestic church,” she said. 

Emilie Zengel is a high school student and parishioner at 
St. Mary Parish, Alexandria. This summer she is volunteering 
as a Messenger Junior Correspondent, exploring parish youth 
groups.

St. Agnes Youth Group 
(Continued from page 11)



Pope released from hospital, prays at 
Rome basilica 

VATICAN CITY — Ten days after undergoing intestinal surgery, 
Pope Francis was released from Rome’s Gemelli hospital, the 
Vatican confirmed. In a statement released July 14, Vatican 
spokesman Matteo Bruni said that after leaving the hospital mid-
morning, the pope visited the Basilica of  St. Mary Major to say a 
prayer of  gratitude before the icon of  “Salus Populi Romani” 
(health of  the Roman people). The pope thanked Mary “for the 
success of  his surgery and offered a prayer for all the sick, espe-
cially those he had met during his stay in hospital,” the statement 
said. After praying at the basilica, the pope returned to his 
Vatican residence, the Domus Sanctae Marthae, Bruni said. The 
pope was admitted to Gemelli hospital in the early afternoon July 
4 to undergo “a scheduled surgical intervention for a symptomatic 
diverticular stenosis of  the colon.” He underwent a three-hour left 
hemicolectomy, which is the removal of  the descending part of  the 
colon, a surgery that can be recommended to treat diverticulitis, 
when bulging pouches in the lining of  the intestine or colon 
become inflamed or infected. 

 

U.S. bishops again urge House members 
to restore Hyde to spending bill 

WASHINGTON — The House Committee on Appropriations is 
poised to mark up “the most extreme pro-abortion appropriations 
bill we have seen” because it excludes the 46-year-old Hyde 
Amendment and other long-standing bipartisan provisions that 
prevent tax money from being spent on abortion, two U.S. bishops’ 
committee chairmen said July 13. If  the Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and Related Agencies appropriations bill is 
marked up as, it is “effectively mandating health care profession-
als to participate in abortion, and forcing American citizens to pay 
for abortion with their tax dollars,” said Cardinal Timothy M. 
Dolan of  New York and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of  Kansas 

City, Kansas. The cardinal is chairman of  the U.S. Conference of  
Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Religious Liberty and 
Archbishop Naumann is chairman of  the USCCB’s Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities. “By eliminating the Hyde Amendment, and 
other Hyde-like policies, the financial fruits of  Americans’ labor 
would advance the destruction of  the smallest, most vulnerable 
humans,” they said. The prelates implored Congress to retain 
Hyde as well as the Weldon Amendment, which allows health care 
providers as well as insurance plans to refuse to provide abor-
tions, pay for them or refer women to abortion clinics. They urged 
Catholics and “all people of  goodwill” to go to 
www.NoTaxpayerAbortion.com to sign a petition before July 16. 

 

Next term: Court to take up religious 
schools, rejects wedding florist 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court announced July 2 it will 
take up one religious rights case in its next term but it rejected 
another such case. One of  10 new cases the court announced it 
will hear concerns parents in Maine who want to use a state 
tuition program to send their children to religious schools. The 
case the justices are not taking is a challenge to Washington 
state’s anti-discrimination law from a florist who refused to make 
an arrangement for a same-sex wedding. The Maine school case, 
Carson v. Makin, challenges a state education department rule 
that allows families who live in towns without public schools to 
receive public tuition funds to send their children to another pub-
lic or private school, but it excludes religious schools. On the same 
day the nation’s high court said it was taking the school case, it 
announced, without comment, that it would not be taking up the 
case of  a wedding florist who refused to make a floral arrange-
ment for a same-sex couple’s wedding in 2013. This leaves in place 
the ruling against the florist, who was found to be in violation of  
Washington’s anti-discrimination laws by the state’s Supreme 
Court. 

 

ICE announces reversal of  policy of  
detaining pregnant, nursing migrants 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
the agency involved in depor-
tations and other immigration-

related detention proceedings, announced July 9 it would not 
detain, arrest or take into custody pregnant or nursing migrants 
for violating immigration laws except in exceptional circum-
stances. This includes women who have given birth within a year, 
the agency said, adding it was doing so “in recognition of  the time 
needed for infant development and parental bonding.” “ICE is 
committed to safeguarding the integrity of  our immigration sys-
tem and preserving the health and safety of  pregnant, postpartum 
and nursing individuals,” said Tae D. Johnson, acting ICE direc-
tor. “This reflects our commitment to treat all individuals with 
respect and dignity while still enforcing our nation’s laws.” But 
when detention is necessary, the agency said in the statement, it 
would provide “general health and well-being care, including regu-
lar custody and medical reevaluation, ensuring appropriate pre- 
and/or post-natal and other medical and mental health care.” 
Detention for pregnant migrants was rare during the Obama 
administration, the Trump administration ended the Obama-era 
policy against detaining pregnant migrants. 

 

Pope, bishops call for calm, dialogue 
after Haitian president killed 

VATICAN CITY — Condemning the “heinous assassination” of  
Haitian President Jovenel Moïse, Pope Francis urged the people 
of  Haiti to shun violence and make a commitment to dialogue 
and solidarity as the path to a better future. In a telegram sent to 
the Vatican nunciature in Haiti after the July 7 killing of  Moïse 
and the wounding of  his wife, Martine Moïse, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, Vatican secretary of  state, said the pope offered his con-
dolences to all Haitians and was praying for the former first 
lady’s recovery. “Praying to the Father of  mercy for the repose of  
the soul of  the deceased, the Holy Father expresses his sadness 
and condemns all forms of  violence as a means of  resolving 
crises and conflicts,” the telegram said. “He wishes for the dear 
Haitian people a future of  fraternal harmony, solidarity and pros-
perity.” The bishops of  Haiti also released a statement condemn-
ing the assassination. “Violence can only generate violence and 
leads to hatred,” said the statement, which was shared July 8 by 
Fides, the news agency of  the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of  Peoples. Haiti has been plagued by gang vio-
lence that some have said affected the poorest citizens. After the 
assassination, borders were closed, and the prime minister 
declared a state of  siege. 
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Messenger Staff  report 
“A Diamond in the Rough” is defined as something of  great 

potential, that refining can form into some-
thing beautiful and precious. This phrase 
takes on special significance as St. Charles 
Community reflects on 60 years of  service. 

“I congratulate St. Charles Community 
of  their 60th anniversary,” said Bishop 
Roger Foys. “I am so grateful for all that 
this community has done these past six 
decades and for all they continue to do. 
They exercise an important and vital min-
istry among the faithful and for that we 
thank God and thank both the past and 
present administrations and staff. Special 
thanks to the Sisters of  Notre Dame who 
answered the call and for six decades have 
continued this healing ministry.” 

When St. Charles Community first 
opened its doors March 19, 1961, it was 
responding to a request from the diocese to 
provide rehabilitation and care for a vari-
ety of  persons. In the early years, St. 
Charles cared for children, the elderly and 
even survivors of  a plane crash who need-
ed extensive rehabilitation. 

By the mid 1980s it was becoming clear 
that God was calling St. Charles to focus on 
the spiritual, physical and social needs of  
senior adults and their families. That call 
has led St. Charles to becoming the community that it is today. 

Building on a reputation of  compassionate care, the St. 
Charles Community now offers independent living cottages, 
senior living apartments with supportive services, an adult 
day health program, an outpatient rehabilitation department, 
two households of  personal care and a community center that 

houses a state-of-the art fitness center and gathering spaces. 
Its ministry now also includes outreach to the wider com-

munity through the HANDI program (Helping Adults in Need 
Develop Independence) and the Resource Center for Aging. 
These outreach programs are free of  charge and help seniors 
and their families navigate the maze of  aging services and 
connect with resources and programs in the community that 
help seniors continue to live safely at home.  

“During this Diamond Jubilee year, we are honored to 
have been awarded the designation of  ‘Best Retirement 
Community of  Northern Kentucky’ for the fifth year in a row 
and to have been selected as a 2021 Top Workplace by the 
Cincinnati Enquirer,” said Notre Dame Sister Luann Bender, 
St. Charles Community Mission and Ministry. 

Also, the Northern Kentucky Area Development District 
has recognized the St. 
Charles HANDI Program 
with their Shining Star 
Award for its contributions 
to the seniors of  Northern 
Kentucky. 

None of  this would have 
been possible without the 
dedication and preservice 
of  the staff  that represents 
a combined experience of  
687 years of  service and an 
average length of  employ-
ment topping 7.5 years, 
Sister Luann said. 

“At this time of  jubilee, 
St. Charles Community cel-
ebrates the relationships 
that have made us commu-
nity and rejoices in being a 
part of  the stories of  the 
thousands of  persons — res-
idents, families, employees, 
Sisters of  Notre Dame, 
board members and volun-
teers — who have supported 
us on this journey,” said 
Sister Luann. “It is with 

heartfelt gratitude that we thank God for the privilege of  serv-
ing for 60 years and for refining the St. Charles Community 
ministry into something precious and beautiful where every 
day we continue to ‘Celebrate Life and Embrace Seniors in 
Jesus’ name.’” 

St. Charles Community celebrates its  
diamond jubilee — 60 years of faithful care

Residents join in celebrating the 60th anniversary of  St. Charles Community, Ft. Wright.
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