
BUDAPEST, Hungary — The ultimate purpose of  
the Eucharist is mission, Mary Healy, a professor of  
Sacred Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit, told the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress. 

More than 60 speakers from nearly 40 countries on 
five continents are in Budapest for the Sept. 5-12 con-
gress, which will close with a Mass celebrated by Pope 
Francis. 

In the United States, some churches “have signs posted at the exits 
to the parking lot, so that you see them every time you leave the 
church on Sunday morning: ‘You are now entering mission territo-
ry,’” Healy said in her Sept. 6 address. “They have the right idea. In the 
Eucharist, the whole pattern of  Christ’s redemption is made present 
to us.” 

Healy is a member of  the Pontifical Biblical Commission, a body 
of  scholars that engages in research for the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of  the Faith. 

At the Congress’ opening Mass Sept. 5 in Heroes Square, Cardinal 
Angelo Bagnasco, president of  the Council of  European Bishops’ 
Conferences, said the Eucharist “goes beyond all loneliness, all dis-
tance and all indifference.” Ucanews.com reported that the Italian 
archbishop welcomed the representatives of  Eastern Christians with 
whom he works and prayed “to build Christian unity” so that “our 
witness may be credible.” 

Cardinal Bagnasco told young people from Catholic schools at the 
Mass that “faith is not a series of  prohibitions, but rather a great ‘yes’ 
to joy, even when it is demanding, because love is a serious thing.” 

The congress, which is held every four years and was postponed 
from 2020 because of  COVID-19 restrictions, aims to deepen knowl-
edge and respect for the Eucharist. The theme is “All my springs are 
in you,” and each day includes Mass and cultural and spiritual events 
around the Hungarian capital. 

Celebrating Mass Sept. 7, Archbishop José Palma of  Cebu, 
Philippines, spoke about the experience of  being family each time the 
Eucharist is celebrated. 

“Right at the start of  the Holy Mass, we let go of  our social status 
and the many things that divide us, for we become one family of  

believers,” the archbishop said in his homily. “It is also in every 
Eucharist where we let go of  our titles and call each one as brothers 
and sisters, and we ask the Lord to make ‘my sacrifice and yours be 
acceptable to the almighty Father.’” 

The congress is important “because it deals with all aspects of  
life,” Cardinal Gérald C. Lacroix of  Quebec told Vatican Radio. 

“We’re all in tune with the life of  the Church in our own regions, 
in our own countries, but to meet other Christians, other believers 
from all over the world, is such an uplifting experience,” said 
Cardinal Lacroix, who addressed the congress Sept. 7. 

The cardinal, 64, said the first eucharistic congress he took part in 
was when he was 18. “I’m the oldest of  seven children, and we all went 
with my parents in a little tent to spend the week in Philadelphia; that 
was my first experience. It was overwhelming to pray with thousands 
of  people,” he said. 

The congress is “a place where we come to the Source, where we 
come to the Lord as humanity, as Church and allow him to renew us, 
give us more strength so we can continue living in the midst of  this 
very troubled world and find hope,” Cardinal Lacroix said. 

Other speakers include Cardinal Charles Maung Bo of  Yangon, 
Myanmar, president of  the Federation of  Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences; Iraqi Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, the Chaldean 
Catholic patriarch; Archbishop Piero Marini, president of  the 
International Committee for the International Eucharist Congress; 
Brazilian Cardinal Orani João Tempesta of  Rio de Janeiro; Guinean 
Cardinal Robert Sarah, former prefect of  the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Sacraments; and South Korean Cardinal Andrew 
Yeom Soo-jung of  Seoul. 

Pope Francis has designated Quito, Ecuador, as the venue for the 
2024 International Eucharistic Congress.

Eucharist is source of joy, God’s presence, speakers 
tell global congress

Gregory A. Shemitz 
Catholic News Service 

BLUE POINT, N.Y. — Father Kevin M. 
Smith, a veteran fire chaplain, trauma coun-
selor and loyal friend to scores of  active and 
retired firefighters in the New York metropoli-
tan area, receives more phone calls in early 
September than any other time of  the year. 

Most of  the calls are from firefighters who 
served amid the carnage and chaos in the after-
math of  the terrorist attacks on New York City’s 
World Trade Center. 

A fire chaplain with 30 years of  service, 
Father Smith, 60, is commissioned by Nassau 
County, New York, to minister to members of  
the county’s 71 volunteer fire departments, 
many of  whom work full time with the New 
York Fire Department. 

He also is a member of  the county’s Critical 
Incident Stress Management team, which pro-
vides support to firefighters and emergency 
medical services workers who are dealing with 
trauma associated with their duties as first 
responders. 

Father Smith’s cellphone starts ringing and 
dinging with calls and texts from firefighters in 
the days leading up to and including the 9/11 
anniversary. They come from front-line heroes 
who have been emotionally and, in many cases, 
physically affected by the cataclysmic event. 

Father Smith — pastor of  Our Lady of  the 

Snow Church in Blue Point in the Diocese of  
Rockville Centre — can empathize with the callers. 
He, too, was a first responder at ground zero, arriv-
ing near the scene as the World Trade Center’s 
North Tower was collapsing, completing the total 
destruction of  the two 110-story buildings and 
resulting in a mountain of  crushed concrete, twist-
ed steel and pulverized debris where they once 
stood in lower Manhattan. 

In an interview with Catholic News Service to 
mark the 20th anniversary of  the terrorist attacks 
in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania, Father 
Smith spoke about his role as a chaplain on and 
after 9/11. 

“I can’t believe it was 20 years ago,” he 
remarked. “There are days when it feels like yester-
day.” 

For Father Smith, Sept. 11, 2001, began at St. 
Rose of  Lima Church in Massapequa, some 40 miles 
east of  the city. An associate pastor at the time, he 
had been preparing to celebrate morning Mass 
when a parish secretary told him to turn on the tel-
evision where he witnessed the second of  two 
hijacked jetliners crash into the World Trade 
Center. 

Several minutes later, his fire pager chirped, 
alerting him about the mass casualty incident. 

After notifying his pastor that he was respond-
ing to the call, Father Smith jumped into his black 
Chevy Trailblazer — a vehicle with emergency 
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Father Kevin M. Smith, pastor of  Our Lady 
of  the Snow Parish in Blue Point, N.Y.,  
is seen in his office Aug. 25, 2021. Father 
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aftermath of  the 2001 terrorist attacks in 
New York City.
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The volunteer solicitors kickoff  gath-
ering for the 2021-2022 ACUE Leadership 
Appeal was held Aug. 26 at the Curia’s 
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium, 
Covington. The annual kickoff  provides 
volunteers with an overview of  the appeal 
and an opportunity to share information. 
Fifty-eight volunteers will participate in 
this year’s ACUE solicitation in support of  
leadership gifts of  $1,000 or more and 
membership in the ACUE Christ the 
Teacher Society. The funds provide essen-
tial tuition assistance for economically-
disadvantaged children who attend the 
urban elementary schools of  the Diocese, 
also known as the ACUE schools. 

“We are looking forward to another 
great appeal. Last year’s fund raising 
effort, with Greg Vonderhaar as chair, was 
the most successful ever, said Joe Mayer, 
general chair for the ACUE Leadership 
Appeal. “We have a fantastic group of  vol-
unteers this year. I am very optimistic that 
with their help, we can be equally success-
ful.” 

ACUE stands for the Alliance for 
Catholic Urban Education. The appeal 
benefits students with financial need at 
Holy Cross Elementary, Latonia; Holy 
Family School, Covington; Holy Trinity 
School, Bellevue; Prince of  Peace 
Montessori, Covington; St. Anthony 
School, Taylor Mill; and St. Augustine, 
Covington.

ACUE solicitors prepare for the 2021-2022 annual appeal

Par for the Rose Garden Home Mission 
The 7th annual Friends of  the Rose Garden Home Mission Golf  Outing took place Aug. 27 at Kenton County Golf  Course. A total of  260 golfers signed-up for the event, and the golf  out-
ing filled both the Pioneer and Willows golf  courses at Kenton County. Following golf  the participants gathered for dinner and an awards ceremony. All proceeds from the golf  outing go 
directly toward supporting the life-affirming work of  the Rose Garden Home Mission, Covington, a ministry of  the Franciscan Daughters of  Mary. Pictured is the golf  outing planning 
committee, led by event chair Cindy Biecker.

Bricking photos 

(above left) Joe Mayer provides directions and encouragement to volunteers in attendance. (top right) Volunteers listen attentively as instructions are 
reviewed. This Fall, they will personally solicit and thank leadership prospects on behalf  of  Bishop Foys. 
(above right) The chairs for the 2021-2022 ACUE Leadership Appeal are (from left) Joe Mayer, general chair and Mike Desmond, honorary leadership gifts 
chair. Mr. Mayer is a member of  St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring; Mr. Desmond is a member of  St. Catherine Parish, Ft. Thomas. Both men serve on the 
ACUE Development Advisory Board. Mr. Desmond has been involved in several ACUE boards since the inception of  the ACUE Consortium.

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, the Diocese of Covington joyfully announces the episcopal  
consecration and installation of the Most Rev. John C. Iffert as the 11th Bishop of Covington, Thursday, Sept. 30, 3 p.m. 

at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Due to limited space, entrance to the cathedral is restricted to ticketholders;  

the ceremony will be livestreamed from the Cathedral website, www.covcathedral.com. 

Later that evening, everyone is invited to a welcoming reception, 6–9 p.m. at the Northern Kentucky Convention Center, Covington.

Most Rev. John C. Iffert
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In a letter to parents, Sept. 3, Kendra McGuire, superin-
tendent of  Catholic Schools, provided an update on COVID-19 
activity in schools and masking protocols. The following is the 
letter in its entirety. 

As we begin the month of  September, I wanted to provide 
you with a COVID-19 update and inform you of  a change to 
our masking plans. 

First, many of  our schools have been in session for near-
ly three weeks or more. During this time we have seen case 
activity in some schools and have had to quarantine stu-
dents and staff  deemed close contacts. This is to be expected 
as case activity in our area is high. As stated in our proto-
cols, additional precautions such as masks may be put into 
place based on case activity. Of  our 37 schools, three elemen-
tary schools and two middle schools have added masks as a 
precaution due to increasing case activity in their school. 
We are appreciative of  our families for adjusting to these 
changes and exhibiting patience as we navigate this school 
year with a new strain of  the virus. 

As the holiday weekend approaches, we have made the 
decision to move all schools to required masking effective 
Tuesday, September 7th. This is based on our experiences 
last year with COVID- 19 cases and the rising case activity 
in our region. During the 2020-2021 school year, we saw an 
increase in positive student cases following long weekends 
or holidays where people often gather. We also know that the 
higher the community rates, the more impacts we will see 
in our schools. At this time, by returning to a mask require-
ment we will hopefully mitigate further spread of  the virus 
and help keep quarantines to a minimum. This is an extra 
precaution that we feel is necessary in order to maintain in-
person instruction for the greatest number of  students. 
Please note that case data and other information is 
reviewed daily and evaluated weekly. 

While there are many sides to the arguments about 
masks, we are asking families to work with us as we make 
decisions that we feel are best for our school communities. 
We review a lot of  information from the CDC, the Kentucky 
Department of  Public Health, the local health department, 
the Governor’s office and the Kentucky Department of  

Education. When available, we review the opinions of  other 
organizations to gather as much information as possible to 
make these decisions. However, our data is a large driver of  
our decisions as we have been tracking COVID-19 cases for 
thousands of  students and staff  over these last 14 months. 

Included with this letter is an update to our “COVID-19 
Return to School Requirements” document. I encourage 
you to read through the document in its entirety as more 
information has been added. One thing that I would like to 
point out is the request for families to do a morning health 
check for their students that includes temperature taking. 
We are seeing more children experience fevers with COVID- 
19 this school year and this precaution could help identify 
when to keep your children home sooner. 

The document also has updated information on masks 
and additional questions and answers to help guide you 
through COVID-19 symptoms, tests, exposures, and quaran-
tines. Just like last year, we continue to review new guid-
ance and information as it comes out so these protocols are 
always subject to changes and revisions. 

As I’m sure you are aware, there are a wide range of  
thoughts and opinions on the best response to this pandem-
ic. I have seen a lot of  un-Christian words and actions on all 
sides of  this debate. But we cannot allow these differences 
to divide us. As Catholic school communities, it is impor-
tant for us to come together and treat one another as Christ 
taught us. While it seems that we will not be able to come to 
agreement on one COVID-19 response plan we can unite in 
prayer through our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the only one 
who can help us learn to live in peace with one another 
despite our differences. 

With this in mind, I am asking our school families to 
pray a weekly rosary for peace and safety in our school com-
munities. This can be done once per week in your house-
holds, maybe a Sunday evening for the upcoming week. It 
would also be great to see our school parents joining togeth-
er to pray the rosary too. 

We know that through faith and trust in God we will be 
strengthened for this journey. Let’s be a light to those 
around us and show others the power God has to transform 

us and bring good out of  the most difficult circumstances. 
We only need to look to the cross to be reminded of  this. 

I would also ask that you are kind to our principals, fac-
ulty, and staff. They have chosen this vocation because of  
their love of  children and learning. Let’s make sure they 
can focus their efforts on the children and ensure they can 
dedicate their time to providing a great Catholic education 
to the students. As we enter the third school year impacted 
by the pandemic, we want our children to have a learning 
experience that is as close to normal as we can safely pro-
vide. Keeping our adult disagreements out of  their lives, 
classrooms, and schools will help us reach that goal. 

I want to thank you for your patience, understanding, 
and flexibility during these difficult times. There were ups 
and downs and uncertainties last school year but we got 
through it together. We are confident and hopeful that this 
year will be even better but it will take a little time to find 
the right balance. 

Kendra McGuire 
Superintendent of  Schools  
Diocese of  Covington, Ky. 

Following the data leads to mandatory masking in schools;  
parents, parish and school communities called to pray for unity  
and peace so teachers/children can focus on learning

Sept. 11 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, 
4:30 p.m. 

Sept. 12  
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
10 a.m. 

Sept. 13 
Academic convocation, 
Thomas More University, 
Crestview Hills, 9:15 a.m. 

Sept. 14 
St. Vincent Seminary Board of 
Regents meeting, 1 p.m. 

Sept. 16 
Individual meetings, 8 a.m., 
9:30 a.m. 

Sept. 17 
High School Seniors Mass, 
Cathedral Basilica, 1 p.m. 

Sept. 18 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,  
4:30 p.m. 

Chili Cook Off, St. Joseph 
Parish, Camp Springs, 6 p.m. 

Sept. 19 
150th anniversary Mass,  
St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, 
11:30 a.m.

Bishop   
Schedule

You’re invited! 
The annual Pro-Life Mass 

Tuesday, Oct. 5, 7 p.m. 

at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington 

The rosary will be prayed at 6:30 p.m. 

Bring your family and friends as we join togeth-
er on this joyful occasion and  
greatest support of life — celebrating the 
Eucharist 

For information, call the Pro-Life Office (859) 
392-1500 

St. Joseph, Defender of Life, pray for us.

SUMMIT21 — 
 Diocesan Eucharistic Retreat 

Oct. 8–10 at Notre Dame Academy 

— Open to youth ages 13–22; 

— Runs Friday, 6:30–10:30 p.m.;  
Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.;  
Sunday 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; 

— 40 fee includes all snacks and Saturday meals. 
Financial aid available upon request; 

— Early bird discount! Save $10 on  
registrations postmarked by Sept. 24. 

Registration information 

Download a registration form at covdio.org/summit21 

Mail completed form by Sept. 29 to: 

Diocese of Covington Office of Catechesis and 
Evangelization 
1125 Madison Avenue 
Covington, KY 41011 

Information about minors and chaperones 

— Parent note is required if a minor (age 13–17) needs 
to leave  
during the event; 

— Parent must provide a chaperone for a minor; 

— One chaperone can take up to seven minors; 

— Chaperone must be at least 21, current with VIRTUS, registered and fee paid; 

— Two co-chaperones can split hours/fee; each must register separately. 

Questions? Contact the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization by  calling (859) 392-1592 
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Markets and morality — ‘The priority of labor over capital’
In his “The Common Good” (2018), Robert B. Reich 

provides a working definition of  the concept of  the socie-
tal common good. He writes: “The common good consists 
of  our shared values about what we owe one another as 
citizens who are bound together in the same society …” 

In his discussion of  structural causes of  the waning of  
the commitment to a 
“common good,” 
Professor Reich identifies 
“whatever it takes to 
maximize profits” as the 
new norm in the political 
economy. Maximization 
of  shareholder value has 
become the new mantra 
in the neoliberal or lais-
sez-faire business culture. 

At bottom, the ques-
tion behind the question 
of  the common good 
lurks a deeper moral 
dilemma — “Are there 
moral limitations on 
unregulated market 

mechanisms?” 
From a theological standpoint, “Gaudium et Spes,” the 

Second Vatican Council’s “Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World” (1965), understands the 
common good as being “the sum total of  those conditions 
of  social life which allow social groups and their individ-
ual members relatively thorough and ready access to 
their own fulfillment” (GS, n.26).  

On the relationship of  morality and markets, the 
“Compendium of  the Social Doctrine of  the Church” 
sums up the teaching of  St. John Paul II in his centenary 
encyclical “Centesimus Annus” (“The Hundredth 
Anniversary of  Rerum Novarum,” 1991). 

“Centesimus Annus” defended the role of  mediating 
institutions in the public square when it states: “The use 
of  certain categories of  goods, collective goods meant for 
common utilization, cannot be dependent on mechanisms 
of  the market, nor does their full use fall under the exclu-
sive competence of  the state” (CSDC, n. 356; CA, n. 40). 

In short, as efficient and vital as market forces may be 
in promoting economic well-being, markets have moral 
limits, for markets cannot automatically satisfy certain 
collective and qualitative needs. “Centesimus Annus” 
clearly asserts: “There are certain human needs which 
escape its logic [the market’s]. There are goods which by 
their very nature cannot or must not be bought or sold.” 

The Compendium follows with a caution about the 
new risks occasioned by globalization: “Looking after the 
common good means making use of  the new opportuni-
ties for the redistribution of  wealth among the different 
areas of  the planet, to the benefit of  the underprivileged 
that until now have been excluded or cast to the sidelines 
of  social and economic progress” (CSDC, n. 363). 

Notwithstanding his analysis of  the historic roots of  
Catholic social teaching, St. John Paul II also contributed 
several seminal insights in his appraisal of  the merits 
and the disadvantages of  a free economy or a market 
economy. (CA, Chapter IV, nn 30-43) 

On the positive side, St. John Paul II affirmed the free 
market as being “the most efficient instrument for utiliz-
ing resources and effectively responding to needs.” Yet, 
that endorsement is not unqualified. In speaking of  mar-
ket effectiveness, he wrote: “But this is true only for those 
needs which are ‘solvent,’ insofar as they are endowed 
with purchasing power and for those resources which are 
‘marketable,’ insofar as they are capable of  obtaining a 
satisfactory price. But there are many human needs 
which find no place on the market. It is a strict duty of  
justice and truth not to allow fundamental human needs 
to remain unsatisfied” (CA, n. 40). 

Human dignity grounds certain basic human goods 
and creates a moral exigency that the fundamental needs 
of  men and women be met. 

“Centesimus Annus” calls for appropriate controls on 
the market by society and the government “so as to guar-
antee that the basic needs of  the whole of  society are sat-
isfied” (CA, n.35). 

St. John Paul II’s recognition of  the legitimate role for 

profit in a business economy stands as another original 
approach in the centennial encyclical. Similar to his ethi-
cal assessments on markets, the late Holy Father’s valida-
tion of  profit is also conditional. “Centesimus Annus” 
states: “But profitability is not the only indicator of  a 
firm’s condition … In fact, the purpose of  a business firm 
is not simply to make a profit, but is to be found in the 
very existence of  a community of  persons who in various 
ways are endeavoring to satisfy their basic needs, and 
who form a particular group at the service of  the whole 
of  society” (CA, n.35).  

While profit can be seen as “a regulator of  the life of  a 
business,” there are other human and moral factors 
which must be integrated into the life of  a business and 
are necessary for upholding the common good. 

In its treatise on the relationship between labor and 
capital, the Compendium also synthesizes the teaching of  
St. John Paul II in his encyclical “Laborem Exercens” 
(“On Human Work,” 1981). 

The Compendium affirms that “(t)he Church’s social 
doctrine has not failed to insist on the relationship 
between labor and capital, placing in evidence both the 
priority of  the first over the second as well as their com-
plementarities” (CSDC, n. 277). Thus, “Laborem 
Exercens” firmly pronounces that “Labor has an intrin-
sic priority over capital.” That relationship constitutes “a 
principle that has always been taught by the Church” 
(LE, n. 12).  

St. John Paul II likewise noted: “This principle is an 
evident truth that emerges from the whole of  man’s his-
torical existence” (LE, n. 12). 

The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace published 
“The Vocation of  the Business Leader – A Reflection” in 
2014. In addressing the “Financialization of  the 
Economy,” the Pontifical Council points out the ethical 
flaw of  the business practices: “equating the purpose of  
business to shareholder wealth maximization.” Such a 
“commoditizing trend” places “(s)hareholder value” as 
“the sole metric by which business leaders determine 
their performance and their worth” (VBL, n. 23). 

Free markets must function within a larger dynamic 
of  a public philosophy to set societal priorities. 

In the first social encyclical (“Rerum Novarum,” 1891), 
Pope Leo XIII rejected a major premise of  19th century 
laissez-faire economic theory, namely, the so-called “wage 

contract” theory. The “wage contract” theory treated 
human labor as a commodity subject to the laws of  sup-
ply and demand. “Rerum Novarum” rejected that thesis 
as immoral, an unjust violation of  the dignity of  the 
worker. 

In a 21st century context, the old laissez-faire economy 
might today simply be called a “winner-take-all” or a 
“survival of  the fittest” ideology. 

In this regard, the state and society as a whole have a 
correlative duty to defend “those collective goods which, 
among others, constitute the essential framework for the 
legitimate pursuit of  personal goals on the part of  each 
individual” (CA, n. 40). 

Earlier, in the 1987 encyclical “Sollicitudo Rei Socialis” 
(“On Social Concern,”), St. John Paul II had penned a 
forceful critique of  the “structures of  sin” that impover-
ish and assault the human dignity of  untold numbers of  
peoples on a global scale. These oppressing “structures of  
sin” stem from actions and attitudes opposed to the will 
of  God and the good of  neighbor. Two of  these sources 
are identified as an “all-consuming desire for profit and 
the thirst for power” — “at any price” (SRS, nn.36-37). 

The late Holy Father laid bare the kind of  idolatry 
latent within economic and political decisions severed 
from moral criteria — an idolatry of  “money, ideology, 
class, technology.” 

“Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of  the Gospel”), Pope 
Francis’s 2013 apostolic exhortation, resounded with a 
“No to the new idolatry of  money” (EG, nn. 55-56). “The 
thirst for power” champions “a system, which tends to 
devour everything which stands in the way of  increased 
profits.” Moreover, in such a system “whatever is fragile, 
like the environment, is defenseless before the interests of  
a deified market which become the only rule” (EG, n. 56).  

The Catechism of  the Catholic Church formulates a 
succinct summary of  the substance of  Church social 
teaching on the moral parameters of  markets: 
“Reasonable regulation of  the marketplace and economic 
initiatives, in keeping with a just hierarchy of  values and 
a view to the common good, is to be commended” (CCC, 
n. 2425). 

The opening chapter of  “Economic Justice for All,” 
the 1986 pastoral letter on the economy issued by the 
National Conference of  Catholic Bishops, comments on 
economic freedom and the limits on markets: “The U.S. 
value system emphasizes economic freedom. It also recog-
nizes that the market is limited by fundamental human 
rights. Some things are never to be bought or sold. This 
conviction has prompted positive steps to modify the 
operation of  the market it harms vulnerable members of  
society” (EJ, n.8). 

“Economic Justice for All” makes two decisive com-
ments about the moral implications of  the maximization 
of  profits towards the detriment of  the common good. In 
the first instance, the pastoral letter stresses the societal 
obligation to reconcile “the transnational corporations’ 
profit orientation with the common good” (EJ, n. 256). 

Later, against the dominance of  the profit orientation, 
Section D of  the pastoral letter asserts that “the Christian 
ethic is incompatible with a primary or exclusive focus 
on maximization of  profit” (EJ, n. 280). 

Unbridled markets, whether advocated from the politi-
cal left or the right, cannot equitably respond to basic 
social needs nor respect human dignity due to all. 

As the late Lester Thurow (d. 2016), the noted M.I.T. 
economist, had observed, values and preferences are “the 
black hole of  capitalism.” 

From the standpoint of  moral doctrine, the late Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin of  Chicago (d. 1996) described 
unmoderated market forces as “socially insensitive and 
ethically blind.” 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episco-
pal liaison to the Messenger and theologian In residence at 
Thomas More University.

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler

‘Dividing one’s faith from one’s work … 
Fragmentation of  this kind can ultimately  

lead to idolatry … It means abandoning one’s call  
to relationship with a loving Creator, as the Israelites  

at the foot of  Mount Sinai crafted and worshipped  
a golden calf. The golden calf  is a symbol  

of  misplaced devotion, born of  a false idea of  success. 
There are many surrogates for the golden calf   

in modern life. They emerge when  
“the sole criterion for action in business  

is thought to be the maximization of  profit …”’
— “The Vocation of the Business Leader” (2014: nn. 10-11)



When brainstorming practical ideas to help families 
engage more with their faith during this “Year of  the 
Family,” one of  the things the Office of  Catechesis and 
Evangelization came up with is “Catholic Movie Nights.” 

I think this is not only a 
fun idea but also one that 
could bear great fruit and 
conversations. I hope peo-
ple consider giving it a try. 

Few things affect the 
imagination as powerfully 
as movies. More than a 
means of  escaping the 
“real world,” a good film 
provides a god’s-eye view 
of  how we see ourselves 
and challenges us to take a 
close look at the values 
and virtues we hold dear. 
Like any good story, a 

movie gives us an opportunity to step out of  ourselves 
and experience the different trials of  life and develop 
empathy for others’ points of  view.  

I know, with the way Hollywood is these days, it can be 
easy to forget that making a movie can be an extraordi-
nary art form. But the truth of  the matter is, a good film 
can be studied much the same way as a good painting or a 
good novel. 

When I was in college, I spent some time studying 
films and the history of  cinema. Aside from the good sto-
ries, I have always been struck by how much meaning or 

symbolism a writer or director could put into a single 
scene or shot — something that takes a lot of  effort, with 
the risk that average movie viewers will never even 
notice. Even more remarkable is when a movie has so 
many layers you can discover something new in a second 
or third viewing that you missed the first time around. 

So, how do you pick a “good” movie for “Catholic” 
movie night? 

First of  all, it doesn’t have to be a Bible epic or a movie 
you are necessarily going to find on “Pure Flix,” although 
that’s always an option. But, because our faith deals in 
universal truths and movies deal with some aspect of  the 
human condition, you can find what Bishop Robert 
Barron calls “Seeds of  the Word” — signs of  God — 
embedded everywhere in the culture.  

Therefore, a family can watch just about any movie 
together and draw out moral lessons that pertain to the 
faith. (The movie should be age-appropriate, of  course — 
and we should note that not all movies have redeeming 
qualities.) 

One quick example for the younger crowd is “The 
Lion King.” Here we have an individual, Simba, who was 
destined for greatness. He disobeys his father and causes 
great suffering. Instead of  facing his mistake and becom-
ing who he was meant to be, with the encouragement of  
an evil one, he runs away. He soon forgets his responsibil-
ities and is tempted to live a life of  luxury and comfort. 
Then, someone reminds him who he is and shows him a 
way back. He sees his father who he thought no longer 
existed and realizes that he is responsible for others. He 
accepts his life as the adventure it truly is. And once he 

becomes who he was meant to be he is able to restore 
some kind of  order to the land. I’m sure that is a story 
many of  us can relate to. 

Believe it or not, the Catholic Church has impacted 
some very famous film-makers — Martin Scorsese, Alfred 
Hitchcock, Frank Capra, Francis Ford Coppola, John 
Ford and Brian De Palma, to name a few. And not that it 
is a requirement for the writer or director to have been 
raised Catholic, but it is amazing how much the Church 
can affect the worldview and imagination of  an individ-
ual, even if  they feel they have left religion far behind. 
Greta Gerwig is a female director who is not Catholic but 
attended Catholic school, which has influenced her work 
a great deal.  

When watching a movie you are seeing the world 
through a particular lens. You are seeing what the direc-
tors and the cinematographers want you to see. It’s good 
practice to try and see what’s beneath the surface, not 
only when watching a film, but when looking at the world 
outside our window. We should always try to see every-
thing through the lens of  our Catholic faith. 

So, get the family, grab some popcorn and soft drinks, 
snuggle up on the couch and watch a good movie togeth-
er. Don’t forget to stay up late together and discuss some 
themes or symbolism you picked up on. Visit 
covdio.org/family and click on “Catholic Movie Nights” 
for more ideas. 

David Cooley is co-director and office manager of  the 
Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization.
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For ‘Year of the Family,’  
consider Catholic movie nights

The mighty pen of Father Paul Mankowski, S.J. Rough side of the 
mountainIn the summer before the Second Vatican Council 

opened, Pope John XXIII met with Cardinal Léon-Joseph 
Suenens in the papal residence at Castel Gandolfo. “I know 
what my part in the Council will be,” the Pope told the 
Belgian archbishop. “It will be to suffer.” Pope John was 

prescient, and not just 
because the Council’s open-
ing weeks would prove con-
tentious; shortly before 
Vatican II began its work, 
the Pope was diagnosed with 
the painful cancer that 
would kill him in less than a 
year. 

When Paul Mankowski, 
finishing a brilliant under-
graduate career at the 
University of  Chicago and 
anticipating graduate stud-
ies and a fulfilling married 
life, got unexpectedly ham-
mered by a call from Higher 

Authority to abandon his plans and enter the Society of  
Jesus, I don’t think he imagined that his role in the Jesuits 
would be to suffer because of, and for the community in 
which he would spend 44 years as novice, priest, scholar 
and sign of  contradiction. 

The man who became Father Mankowski, S.J., was very 
tough, and as a former boxer, he knew something about 
absorbing pain. But he wasn’t a masochist, and he didn’t 
deliberately seek out suffering. It came to him, and he bore 
it, for the same reason John XXIII accepted his suffering: it 
was for the sake of  a greater good and a greater glory — the 
glory of  God. 

Father Mankowski’s death last September was another 
unanticipated awfulness in a year of  hard blows. We had 
been speaking by phone and volleying by e-mail with the 
regularity that marked our friendship for three decades; 
neither I nor any of  his other friends anticipated that, when 
66-year old Paul Mankowski got into a dentist’s chair on 
Sept. 3, 2020, he would be felled by a burst cerebral 
aneurysm. 

A few days later, still not quite able to grasp that he had 
been taken so abruptly, a thought came to me — some of  
Father Mankowski’s writing should be anthologized so that 
others could get to know this exhilarating author, his keen 
insight, and his equally keen wit. My friends at Ignatius 

Press agreed. And thanks to their good work, “Jesuit at 
Large: Essays and Reviews by Paul V. Mankowski, SJ,” has 
just been published with my biographical introduction. 

Several of  the collected essays take us deep into the litur-
gy wars that have, unfortunately, intensified once again in 
the Church. A trained classicist who understood just how 
awful some of  the early vernacular translations of  the Mass 
texts were, Paul Mankowski celebrated both forms of  the 
Roman Rite with reverence and joy. He could also make pel-
lucidly clear why the celebrating priest was the servant of  
the liturgy, not its master — and why do-it-yourself  liturgy 
was an offense against God and an obnoxious, narcissistic 
exercise in clericalism. 

Perhaps only Paul Mankowski could explain how dissent 
from “Humanae Vitae” and its teaching on the morally 
appropriate means of  regulating fertility within marriage 
had corrupted the consecrated religious life of  those who 
did not marry. And no one could skewer the inanities of  the 
contemporary academic guild as well as Father Mankowski. 
One of  the essays in “Jesuit at Large,” “What I Saw at the 
American Academy of  Religion,” is both side-splittingly 
funny and a prescient dissection of  woke intellectual life 
today, written decades before “woke” became part of  the 
national vocabulary. 

As a book reviewer, Paul Mankowski was without peer: 
deeply informed about the subject matter of  a given book 
(be it a literary biography or an analysis of  the Qur’an, a 
silly novel by Norman Mailer or a pretentious study of  
Jesus by A.N. Wilson); unfailingly witty; and a stylist of  dis-
tinction. 

In his review of  Philip Eade’s “Evelyn Waugh: A Life 
Revisited,” he wrote that “between the ages of  fifteen and 
seventeen, [Waugh] acquired an almost freakishly mature 
mastery of  English prose [and] for the remainder of  his life 
he was all but incapable of  writing a boring sentence.” I 
don’t know at what age he acquired the skill, but the same 
could be said of  Paul Mankowski, whose sentences sparkled 
as well as instructed. 

There would be much more Mankowski to anthologize if  
his religious superiors had not prevented him from publish-
ing for years. That decision deprived the Catholic 
Anglosphere of  one of  its mightiest pens. My hope is that 
“Jesuit at Large” helps many of  those so deprived discover 
one of  the U.S. Church’s brightest spirits and noblest sons, 
on this first anniversary of  his death in Christ. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
— Cycle B are: Isaiah 50:5-9a; James 2:14-18; and 
Mark 8:27-35. 

There is a good ole’ Gospel song, “Rough Side of  the 
Mountain,” by Dorothy Norwood. The song begins, “In 

times like these we’re all 
climbing up the mountains 
of  life.” 

The song continues 
identifying the mountains 
of  life, sickness, unemploy-
ment, world crisis and as 
we all know that there are 
many other mountains in 
life that we climb. She 
speaks of  a smooth side 
and a rough side of  a 
mountain and how she 
would rather climb up the 
rough side of  the moun-
tain instead of  the smooth 
side. 

Dorothy says that if  we climb up the smooth side of  the 
mountain and our foot slips we may just fall all the way 
back down. If  you fall on the rough side of  the mountain 
you may be able to reach out and grab a limb or a branch 
of  a tree and stop yourself. Or if  your foot slips it may fall 
on a stump or stop on a rock and you can keep yourself  
from falling all the way back down. 

When we encounter the mountains of  life we can go it 
alone and try to handle things ourselves or we can rely on 
the help of  God to get us through the difficult times. 

“Take up your cross and follow me.” We hear those 
words in the Gospel. 

A true believer, one who trusts in God to provide, has an 
advantage in accepting their cross because they know the 
“follow me” is extremely important. Jesus shows us that 
following the will of  his heavenly Father led him through 
suffering and pain to the glory of  the resurrection. 

We, in our life, who experience pain or suffering of  any 
kind, need to look to the future and see that following Jesus 
will help us greatly. There are rough times but Jesus is the 
branch or the limb we reach out for when we start to stum-
ble. Jesus is the rock that keeps our foot from sliding. He 
lifts us up through the pain and suffering and sets us on the 
path that leads to the top of  the mountain, everlasting life. 

Father Gregory Bach is pastor of  St. Henry Parish, 
Elsmere, Ky.

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

Father Gregory Bach

GO AND GLORIFY

David Cooley

VIEWPOINT



6  September 10, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Messenger

Caitlin Dwyer 
Contributor 

In the first two parts of this series, we looked at the negative impact con-
traception can have both on women’s personal health and on society. In this 
final segment we will consider theological arguments against contraception. 
Using a Catholic moral framework, we will ponder two reasons that contra-

ception is immoral:  
1. Some contraceptives have an abortifa-

cient effect; that is, they can cause early 
abortions; and  

2. All contraceptives violate married love 
and the dignity of the human person. 

As a point of clarification, we will be 
addressing the morality of contraceptives 
when used to prevent pregnancy, not their 
use as a medical therapy to treat gynecolog-
ical illnesses. This latter use can be morally 
permissible in some cases. 

First, let’s explore why some contracep-
tives can be abortifacient. We tend to think contraceptives work solely by 
preventing fertilization — the fusing of an egg and sperm resulting in a 
genetically unique human being. That is how they work most of the time. 
However, some forms of contraception, such as hormonal methods, can also 
work by terminating new life after fertilization has already taken place. 

Hormonal contraceptives work in three ways: by suppressing ovulation, by 
preventing fertilization or by preventing implantation. First, by maintaining 
hormones at a consistent level, hormonal contraceptives prevent a woman’s 
monthly spike in estrogen; this suppresses ovulation. Second, they thicken 
cervical mucus to make it difficult for sperm to enter the uterus, thus pre-
venting fertilization even if breakthrough ovulation has taken place. 

Sometimes, however, fertilization occurs anyway, and a third mechanism 
comes into play — the thinning of the lining of a woman’s uterus to prevent 
implantation of any newly conceived life. It is this last process that consti-
tutes an early abortion. The intentional action of taking contraceptive hor-
mones designed to terminate — if conceived — the life of an unborn child 
is morally impermissible. 

Some doctors contend that no abortifacient mechanism is associated 
with these methods and that they all act solely to prevent conception. When 
they say “conception,” however, they mean implantation in the uterus, not 
fertilization. Further, they define abortion as the termination of pregnancy, 
which in their terms does not begin until conception/implantation. The 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists actually changed the 
definition of conception from “fertilization” to “implantation” in 1965 to mask 
and downplay the abortifacient mechanism of certain contraceptives as 
they sought to popularize the pill.  

Science clearly affirms that human life begins at fertilization when a com-
plete, unique set of human DNA is present along with the widely accepted 
characteristics of living beings, such as metabolism, homeostasis, growth, 
development and responsiveness to environment. 

The Church likewise affirms this scientific truth and its moral implications, 
holding that “[f]rom the first moment of his existence, a human being must 
be recognized as having the rights of a person — among which is the invio-
lable right of every innocent being to life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2270). All direct and intentional killing of innocent persons is “gravely sinful” 
(CCC 2268); this includes abortion. 

Changing the definition of conception did not change the reality of what 
is happening: these contraceptives affect the lining of the uterus in a way 
that is designed to terminate new life if breakthrough ovulation and fertiliza-
tion take place. 

This naturally prompts the question: Is it okay then, from a moral stand-
point, to use contraceptives, like condoms, that are not abortifacients? The 
short answer from a Catholic theological vantage point is “no,” because 
while not all contraceptives are abortifacients, they all violate married love 
and the dignity of the human person. 

Married love has certain characteristics. We intuitively understand that it 
cannot be forced, it should last until death, spouses should not cheat on 
each other, and it is naturally open to children. The Church affirms this, say-
ing that married love must have four traits — free, total, faithful and fruitful 
— to be authentic and in keeping with the dignity of the human person. In 
other words, this is how a person deserves to be loved, and anything less is 
an affront to his or her dignity. 

The model for this genuine love is Christ’s sacrificial gift-of-self on the 
cross for the sake of His bride, the Church. And it is Christ’s grace, given to 
spouses through the sacrament of marriage, that makes this authentic love 
possible. 

The sexual act is the expression of married love. It is the way that a man 
and woman wholly give themselves to each other, body and soul. The sexual 
difference and complementarity of a man and woman enable them to form 
a one-flesh union that is open to new life in a way that images God’s inner 
life of love. 

To be an authentic expression of married love, the sexual act must also 
bear the four characteristics of married love: free, total, faithful and fruitful. 
Fruitfulness, in this context, means being open to procreation. If couples 
intentionally withhold their fertility from one another through contracep-
tion, the sexual act ceases to be a total, unitive gift-of-self. It is no longer 
open to procreation. It has become something less than an authentic 
expression of married love, and it degrades the human dignity of the spous-
es. 

St. John Paul II wrote of the unitive and procreative components of marital 
intercourse in “Familiaris Consortio”: “When couples, by means of recourse to 
contraception, separate these two meanings...they…‘manipulate’ and 
degrade human sexuality — and with it themselves and their married part-
ner — by altering its value of ‘total’ self-giving” (32). As explained in Part II of 
this series, contraception can also lead to infidelity, divorce and looking at a 
spouse exclusively as a sexual object — all things that obviously threaten 
the integrity of married love and degrade human dignity. 

Catholics understand that God-given moral norms show us what kind of 
life will lead to ultimate fulfillment. Sometimes following those norms can be 
very difficult, but with Christ’s grace it is possible, and the reward of true love 
in this life and supreme joy in the next is worth it. The prohibition against 
contraception is certainly in that category: while it is difficult to accept at 
times, God gives it not only to protect us from harm, but to offer an experi-
ence of love that is true, beautiful and in keeping with the dignity of the 
human person. 

Prof. Caitlin Shaughnessy Dwyer is assistant professor of Theology, Thomas 
More University. She and her family are members of St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood.

We  
Choose  

Life

Mission Statement 
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop, 
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human life from conception to natural death 
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy 
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Arguments against contraception —  
Part III: Theological

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,  
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/  or call (859) 392-1500.
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Carl Anderson and José Granados, “Called to 
Love: Approaching John Paul II’s Theology of 
the Body,” Image, New York, 2012.  

Pope John Paul II, “Familaris Consortio”  
(“The Fellowship of the Family: On the Role of 
the Christian Family in the Modern World”), 
apostolic exhortation, 1981. 

Pope John Paul II, “Man and Woman He Created 
Them: A Theology of the Body,” Pauline Books 
and Media, 2006.  

Pope Paul VI, “Humanae Vitae”  
(“Of Human Life”), encyclical, 1968. 

Ruah Woods, nonprofit ministry in Dent, Ohio, 
promoting Theology of the Body,  
(513) 407-8878. 

The NFP difference 

Some say natural family planning (NFP) is just like artificial contraception, because both remove the procreative element from the marital act. But NFP changes only the timing of  the 
act, not the essential respect for God’s design.  

Indeed, there is no moral imperative for married couples to have sexual relations at a given time. Given “well-grounded reasons for spacing births ... the Church teaches that married 
people may then take advantage of  the natural cycles immanent in the reproductive system and engage in marital intercourse only during those times that are infertile, thus controlling 
birth in a way which does not in the least offend the moral principles” of  keeping “within the limits of  the order of  reality established by God” (St. Paul VI, “Humanae Vitae,” 16). 

Here is an analogy: Human fertility is a tremendous gift that we can compare to a priceless heirloom that you may not need right now. Contraception is like breaking it and planning to 
repair it when you need it again. NFP is like carefully storing it away until you are ready to bring it back out again. 

The Church recognizes NFP as a healthy, good way to respect the nature of  the sexual act as an expression of  married love while also respecting a couple’s need to postpone pregnancy 
at a given time. 

Caitlin Dwyer
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Messenger Staff  Report 
Thomas More University, in celebration of  its centenni-

al anniversary, will begin a yearlong series of  events 
aimed to honor the past and propel the University into the 
next 100 years. 

“For 100 years, Villa Madonna College’s, now Thomas 
More University’s, steadfast commitment to a liberal arts 
education rooted in 
Catholic identity, 
socially responsi-
ble values, and life-
long intellectual 
curiosity has 
demonstrated how 
education trans-
forms students, the 
community, and the 
world,” said Judith 
Marlowe, TMU 
Board of  Trustees 
chair. “Even for 
those who have 
never attended 
Thomas More, it is 
likely that their 
lives have been 
touched by our 
graduates — teachers, physicians, nurses, lawyers, 
accountants, and countless others in business and various 
professions throughout this region and beyond.” 

The kickoff  of  the celebration starts with Saturday’s 
schedule of  events as well as an entire weekend of  activi-
ties. (See schedule at right.) 

Thomas More University Saints’ 2021-22 football team 
will take the field for their home opener on Saturday, Sept. 
11, 7 p.m., versus the Faulkner University Eagles of  
Alabama. President Dr. Joseph Chillo will host a tailgating 
rally prior to the game where he will honor over 100 
Thomas More University graduates and community mem-
bers that serve as first responders, law enforcement, 
armed services members, and veterans. 

Included in the president’s remarks to the attendees 
will be a moment of  silence in memory of  the terrorist 
attacks that took place Sept. 11, 2001. 

“While this is an exciting time at Thomas More, as we 
kick off  our centennial anniversary weekend, it is impor-
tant that we take time to honor those who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country and those who put their 
lives on the line every day to protect our community,” said 
President Chillo. 

 

In addition, President Chillo will announce that the turf  
athletic field at Griffin Plaza will now be named Republic 
Bank Field, thanks to a generous gift from the Republic 
Bank & Trust Company and the Republic Bank 
Foundation. The official dedication of  Republic Bank 
Field at Griffin Plaza will take place at halftime. 

“We are proud to continue to partner with Thomas 
More University 
with their long his-
tory of  academic 
and athletic excel-
lence,” said Tom 
Saelinger, market 
president for 
N o r t h e r n 
Kentucky and Ohio 
for Republic Bank. 

While the events 
will take place 
entirely outside, 
Thomas More 
University is ask-
ing participants to 
protect themselves 
and others by wear-
ing a mask during 
all tailgate and 

game day activities.  
“Founded soon after the deadly 1918 pandemic by the 

Sisters of  St. Benedict, and joined by the Sisters of  Notre 
Dame and Congregation of  Divine Providence, genera-
tions of  students, alumni, and faculty, represent the legacy 
that we celebrate this year as we emerge from another 
global outbreak — ironic bookends to the history of  our 
first century,” said Mrs. Marlowe. 

In continued celebration of  Thomas More University’s 
Centennial, a fireworks display will conclude the evening. 

“As an alumna having experienced personally the 
transformative power of  a Thomas More education, and 
now serving as Chair of  the Board of  Trustees, this cen-
tennial is a unique opportunity to reflect on past blessings 
while simultaneously focusing on ensuring a vibrant 
future,” said Mrs. Marlowe. “It truly is a unique moment 
on the threshold of  our Second Century to renew our com-
mitment to scholarship, service, and integrity through 
academic innovation, student success, and responsible 
stewardship. 

Visit ThomasMore100.com for more information on the 
Centennial celebration, including the series of  events and 
announcements planned for this inaugural weekend and for 
the remainder of  the year.

Thomas More University kicks off a year  
of celebration honoring its first 100 years

GO UNLIMITED special! Only $9.99 for the  
first month! Wash your vehicle as often as you like. Up to once daily.

Thomas More University  
Centennial Events 

Thomas More University invites you to a celebration 100 years 
in the making. Below is a list of centennial events that are 
planned to honor 100 years of academic excellence. 

Saints Football Game 
Saturday, Sept. 11, 7 p.m. 
Thomas More Field at Griffin Plaza 
Fall football returns with an opening game under the stars — 
and stripes. 

In 1945, the return of WW II veterans and passage of the G.I. 
Bill marked the beginning of co-education at Villa Madonna 
College and in 1947 introduction of athletic programs that 
were suspended in 1951 when students and faculty enlisted to 
serve in the Korean War. Since resuming sports in 1954, the 
number of athletic programs has expanded to 29 today. 
Student athletes now represent 49 percent of current enroll-
ment demonstrating our commitment to providing a well-
rounded education that fosters personal growth physically, 
intellectually, spiritually, and socially. In memory of 9/11, and to 
commemorate the relationship between the military service 
and sports in our history, all veterans, law enforcement, and 
first responders are invited to the President’s Tent at the open-
ing game of our centennial year to honor and thank those who 
serve to protect our freedom and ensure our safety. 

Centennial and Founders Day Mass 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m. 
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington 
Founders Day Reception follows — Covington Latin School 
On this date 100 years ago, Villa Madonna College had its 
beginning on the grounds of Villa Madonna Academy as the 
Sisters of St. Benedict welcomed seven young women entering 
the convent to classes that would prepare them for teacher cer-
tification. By 1924, the Sisters of Notre Dame and the 
Congregation of Divine Providence joined the Benedictine 
Sisters and the College moved to downtown Covington in 1929 
and reorganized under the leadership of Bishop Francis 
Howard as a Diocesan College for religious and laywomen. 
Initially focused on educating teachers who would serve gener-
ations of children in area schools, faculty and programs 
increased as more laywomen were recruited. The very first male 
students (taught in separate classes only) were limited to grad-
uates of the Latin School in a non-accredited program known 
as the St. Thomas More College project from 1934-1941. This is 
part of the history that led to choosing our new name. 

For 39 years, Covington from 12th Street to 6th Street was the 
college “campus,” and the Cathedral was the “chapel” for all 
our important occasions. To honor the visionary religious com-
munities who planted the seeds that grew to become the 

(Continued on page 9))



After a 24 year hiatus, the Ladies Stagette event, “Denim 
and Heels,” at St. Mary School, Alexandria, is back, Sept. 18. 
Food, drinks, raffles, silent auctions, split the pots, games, 
and music. Doors open at 7 p.m., ends midnight. Tickets $40. 
Contact allison.leedy2@gmail.com. 

Bishop Brossart High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
ceremony Sept. 18, reception 6 p.m.; induction, 7 p.m., 
Seither Center. This year’s class includes: Jennifer Hartig 
Carver, ’01; Brad Dunlevy, ’92; Barb Kohls, Nathan 
Mutsch, ’07; Jacob Rieger, ’10; Diana Simon, ’84; Ron 
Heiert, ’66 (Tom Seither Service Award); and the 2007 
Football Team (Team of  Distinction). Cost $30. Contact 
agreely@bishopbrossart.org to make reservation. 

An architectural tour will be presented by The 
Angelico Project with Dr. Ceil Dorger, Sept. 18, 8:30–11:30 
a.m., beginning with breakfast, 8:30 a.m. at Mother of  
God Church, Covington and ending at the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption. Cost $10 per person or cou-
ple; $25 per family, and free to Angelico members. Visit 
angelicoproject.org/tour. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, Art Gallery 
presents the carvings of Chris Rust, chainsaw carver, 
Sundays, Sept. 19–Oct. 10, noon–4 p.m. Monday–Saturdays 
by appointment, (859) 630-2874. 

“Spirit & Grace Encounter,” sponsored by the Mustard 
Seed Catholic Charismatic Community of  NKY, Sept. 21, 
7–8:45 p.m., Blessed Sacrament Parish Center, Ft. 
Mitchell. In addition to music and prayer, this month’s 
speaker, from CLAY Ministries, will focus on a new world-
wide Consecration to Our Lady of  Fatima. 

The Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky, 
annual golf outing, Sept. 23 at Twin Oaks Golf  Club. 
Shotgun start 9 a.m.; cost $100/golfer, which includes 18 
holes of  golf  with cart, lunch buffet, refreshments, and 
door prizes. Contact Mike Murray 392-1500 or mmur-
ray@covdio.org. 

St. Thomas High School Homecoming, Sept. 25, for anyone 
who attended for at least one year between 1949 and 1976 plus 

a guest. Former teachers and 
one guest are also invited to 
attend. Cost $50 per person 
and RSVP is required. For 
information and RSVP form 
go on facebook under St. 
Thomas High School/Grade 
School, Ft Thomas, KY – 
Announcements. Contact 
tomdierig@gmail.com or 781-
8743.  

A new adult faith forma-
tion program “Light a 
Fire: Re-ignite Your 
Catholic Faith” will be held 
on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
of  each month,7 p.m. at 
Kelley Hall, St. Joseph 
Parish, Cold Spring. The 
first session is Monday, 
Sept. 27. The series is open 

to all adults and there is no pre-registration required — 
individuals may simply show up to any or all sessions 
based on their interest and availability. 

A directed retreat for women and men focused on 
“The Presence of God” will be held at St. Walburg 
Monastery Guest House, Villa Hills, Oct. 8–10. Retreatants 
are invited to join the monastic choir for Sunday Liturgy 
of  the Hours and Mass. Each retreatant will have a pri-
vate room and enjoy individual spiritual direction on all 
three days. Due to Covid-restrictions at the monastery, 
lunch and dinner will be “on your own,” bringing food in 
or going out. The number of  retreatants is limited to six 
persons. Arrangements and fees are determined with 
your reservation. Spiritual directors are Benedictine 
Sisters Cathy Bauer and Dorothy Schuette. Call 443-8515 
or e-mail dorothysosb@ 
gmail.com. 

The 19th annual Bishop Brossart High School Emerald 
Gala is Nov. 13, Seither Sports Center, 7 p.m.–12 a.m. The 
theme for the night is Totally 80s.  For information, visit 
BBHSGala2021.GiveSmart.com or e-mail gala@bishop-
brossart.org. 
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Please consider inviting and sponsoring  
a youth for SUMMIT21.  

This awesome encounter with  
Christ in the Eucharist can be life-changing.  

If interested, contact Sue at  
859-466-1283. 

To learn more about SUMMIT21,  
visit www.covdio.org/Summit21. 

PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Summer Festivals

St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger, 
Rocktoberfest, Sept 10,  
6 p.m.–midnight;  
Sept. 11, 5 p.m.– midnight  
and Sept. 12, 2–8 p.m.  

St. Patrick Parish, Maysville, 
Sept. 10–11, 6– 11 p.m.;  
Sept. 12, noon–3 p.m.  

Cristo Rey Parish, Florence, 
Sept. 11, 3 p.m.-midnight 
Sept. 12, noon- 9 p.m. 

Holy Cross High School, 
Latonia, Sept. 17,  
6 p.m.–midnight;  
Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m.–midnight 

St. Timothy Parish, Union,  
Sept. 17, 6–11 p.m.;  
Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m.–midnight; 
Sept. 19, 12:30–6 p.m.  

St. William Parish, 
Williamstown, Sept. 19,  
noon–8 p.m.  

St. Benedict Parish,  
Covington, Sept. 24 and 25,  
6 p.m.– midnight  

St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, 
Oktoberfest, Oct. 1 and 2,  
5 p.m.–midnight;  
Oct. 3, 3–8 p.m. 

Seminarian Education Fund 
The students at St. Joseph School, Cold Spring, brought in a dollar for an out of  uniform day to help seminarian students 
continue their education. This was especially meaningful to them since seminarian John Baumann is currently appointed 
to St. Joseph Parish. (above) Mr. Baumann was more than happy to ceremoniously accept the check from the students and 
Msgr. Gerry Reinersman, pastor. 
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Catholic university of the Diocese of Covington — one of only 
11 diocesan colleges and universities in the US today — we will 
formally begin our year of celebration by returning to our 
roots. 

A Mass of thanksgiving celebrated by Bishop Roger Foys, who is 
chancellor of the University, will be followed by the reception 
at the school next door that provided the students for our earli-
est step towards co-education. 

Academic Convocation 
Monday, Sept. 13, 9 a.m. 
Connor Convocation Center 
Traditionally in higher education, a convocation is an assembly 
of the entire university community for a special occasion with 
trustees, faculty, and administration in full academic regalia. It is 
a unifying event to build community and, when held as classes 
begin, it celebrates the university’s past achievements and looks 
forward to the promise of the year ahead. 

To mark the start of this centennial academic year, a formal 
Academic Convocation welcoming students and highlighting 
achievement of this historic milestone is planned. The program 
will introduce first-year students to Thomas More and offer 
those students completing their degrees next May a glimpse of 
their commencement ceremonies ahead. Our special convoca-
tion will celebrate the rich tradition of Thomas More’s history 
and mission inspired by the Catholic Intellectual Tradition along 
with new beginnings for all our students—opportunities to 
grow in knowledge, abilities, and friendships to become the 
critical thinkers, persons of integrity, and servant leaders the 
world needs. 

This event is reserved for faculty, students, and administrative 
staff and is not open to the public. Live streaming will be avail-
able with details to follow. 

Second Century Campaign Kick-off 
Monday, Sept. 13, 3:30 p.m. 
Thomas More University Campus —  
Villa Madonna Grotto 
Community celebration to follow 
Building on the foundations of our first 100 years, Thomas 
More University will formally launch our landmark fundraising 
initiative with a public announcement of transformative goals 
that will secure our future as a premier regional Catholic uni-
versity. President Joseph Chillo will outline the vision for the 

next century, including strategic projects that will enhance the 
student life experience as well as educational outcomes 
through academic program innovation and facilities develop-
ment. The campaign will raise significant philanthropy that 
paves the way for continuing the Thomas More tradition of 
academic excellence and opportunities for students to Make It 
More. This kick-off event aims to excite and engage students, 
alumni, longtime supporters and other interested members of 
the community in the fundraising campaign. Focusing on the 
future, all attending can share their enthusiasm by joining in 
festivities, including a Pig Roast, that will immediately follow. 

Saints Serve 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021 
As Thomas More University Saints, realizing “our place in the 
world and responsibility to others” are essential parts of fulfill-
ing our mission. By using our talents and energy to serve 
through volunteering, we all can make positive contributions to 
those who need support and develop an ethic of service. 

On this “day on, rather than day off,” Thomas More students, 
faculty, and staff will put aside their usual duties and join forces 
to serve the local community — the hungry, the homeless, our 
brothers and sisters of all ages in need of assistance. Through 
activities planned in partnership with local nonprofit agencies 
and programs such as the Parish Kitchen, Master Provisions, and 
Special Olympics, among others, this first designated day called 
Saints Serve will become an annual event. 

“Stuff The Truck” event in partnership with Master Provisions 

In honor of our Centennial year, Thomas More University is 
partnering with Master Provisions to collect 30,000 lbs. of cloth-
ing for our inaugural Saints Serve event in Sept.. To achieve this 
goal, we need your help and invite you to join us! Your dona-
tions of lightweight, lightly worn clothing for the warmer cli-
mates of Togo, Ghana, and Honduras and items such as hats, 
purses, and shoes are welcomed now. Thomas More students, 
faculty, staff, and community partners will pack the clothing on 
Tuesday, Sept. 14. Donations are gladly accepted in bins located 
in the Main Administration Lobby of Thomas More University. If 
you have questions or would like to request a pick-up, please 
call Thomas More University Student Affairs at 859-344-3574. 

Centennial Gala 
Saturday, March 26, 2022, 6 P.M. 
Northern Kentucky Convention Center

(Continued from page 7)

lights and sirens — and headed toward the city.  
When he eventually arrived in lower Manhattan, Father 

Smith encountered a surreal scene. The devastation was over-
whelming. 

“The whole place was filled with smoke,” he recalled. 
“There was a lot of  stuff  coming out of  the air. Fire trucks and 
Emergency Service Unit vehicles were catching fire from the 
falling debris and exploding.” 

Throughout the day and into the early hours the following 
day, Father Smith — protected by a fire helmet and bunker 
coat — offered prayers, emotional support and assistance to 
firefighters and other emergency personnel. A trained fire-
fighter, he also helped search for victims. 

As shaken first responders went about their business amid 
the mayhem, a number of  them asked Father Smith to hear 
their confessions. 

In addition to ministering to the firefighters, the priest 
blessed the bodies of  many of  the FDNY’s 343 fallen heroes, 
including Franciscan Father Mychal Judge, the beloved 
FDNY chaplain and first certified casualty of  9/11. 

For several months following 9/11, Father Smith would 
commute almost daily from his parish to ground zero, where 
he continued to offer support to the firefighters, including his 
brother Patrick, who was among those participating in the 
recovery efforts. 

He said his faith helped sustain him through the difficult 
work and grueling schedule. “Prayer, adrenaline and the Holy 
Spirit” were the emboldening forces, he said, adding: “I had a 
sense that God was with me.” 

Father Smith was also present to the bereaved members of  
the fallen firefighters’ families. He estimates that he concele-
brated 30 to 40 funeral Masses of  firefighters, sometimes two 
or three in a single day. 

“I knew a lot of  the guys,” he said. 
He also had been friendly with a number of  people who 

worked inside the towers. One of  his former parishes, St. 
Mary Church in Manhasset, lost 22 parishioners and alumni 
from its elementary and secondary schools, the majority of  
whom Father Smith had known personally. He concelebrated 
several of  those funeral liturgies. 

“I remember a year or two after 9/11 looking at a list of  vic-
tims to see how many people I actually knew,” Father Smith 
said. “It was about 60. Sixty friends that I had contact with and 
knew their families. They were firefighters, guys from Cantor 

9/11 ‘feels like yesterday’ 
(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 13)
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.  
and greater Cincinnati

“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction” 

859-441-4400 
www.dupontplumbinginc.com 

2606 Alexandria Pike 
Southgate  KY  41071

Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — There is no place for discrimination 
or divisive distinctions among people who believe in 
Christ, Pope Francis said during his weekly general audi-
ence. 

That everyone is made new and equal in Christ over-
comes all ethnic, economic and social differences, even 
between the two sexes, “establishing an equality between 
man and woman which was revolutionary at the time and 
which needs to be reaffirmed even today,” he said Sept. 8 to 
those gathered in the Paul VI audience hall at the Vatican. 

“How many times we hear expressions that denigrate 
women,” he said, adding that even today women experi-
ence a kind of  slavery in which “women do not have the 
same opportunities as men.” 

The pope continued his series of  talks on St. Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians by looking at what faith in Christ 
brings. 

With faith and baptism, people become new creatures, 
“clothed” with Christ and children of  God in Christ, the 
apostle writes. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free person, there is no male and female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

The pope said this shows how “baptism, therefore, is 
not merely an external rite. Those who receive it are trans-
formed deep within, in their inmost being, and possess 
new life” with an identity that is so new “that it prevails 
over the differences that exist on the ethnic-religious level” 
and social and economic levels. 

St. Paul’s teaching was “shocking” and “revolutionary” 
at a time when distinctions, for example, between slaves 
and free citizens “was vital in ancient society,” the pope 
said. 

“By law, free citizens enjoyed all rights, while the 
human dignity of  slaves was not even recognized,” he said. 

The same thing is happening to many people in the 
world today, “who do not have the right to eat, who do not 
have the right to education, who do not have the right to 
work. They are the new slaves. They are the ones who live 
on the margins, who are exploited by everyone” and whose 
human dignity is denied, he said. 

“Equality in Christ overcomes the social differences 
between the two sexes, establishing an equality between 
man and woman,” he said, calling for a reaffirmation of  

this truth. 
St. Paul “confirms the pro-

found unity that exists between 
all the baptized, in whatever 
condition they are bound to, 
because every one of  them is a 
new creature in Christ. Every 
distinction becomes secondary 
to the dignity of  being children 
of  God.” 

Therefore, “it is decisive even 
for all of  us today to rediscover 
the beauty of  being children of  
God, to be brothers and sisters 
among ourselves, because we 
have been united in Christ, who 
redeemed us,” he said. 

Differences and conflicts 
caused by separation “should 
not exist among believers in 
Christ,” he said, cautioning 
against creating differences 
between people, “many times 
unconsciously.” 

“Rather, our vocation is that 
of  making concrete and evident 
the call to unity of  the entire 
human race.” 

“Everything that exacer-
bates the differences between 
people, often causing discrimi-
nation — all of  this, before God, 
no longer has any meaning, 
thanks to the salvation effected 
in Christ.” 

At the end of  the general audience, the pope marked the 
day’s feast of  the Nativity of  the Blessed Virgin Mary by 
asking people to pray that “our mother help us to rediscov-
er the beauty of  being children of  God and, overcoming 
differences and conflicts, to help us live as brothers and sis-
ters.” 

The day is also when the people of  Cuba celebrate their 
patroness, Our Lady of  Charity of  El Cobre, he said. 
Recalling his visit to her shrine in 2015, “I want to once 
again present at the feet of  the Virgin of  Charity the life, 

dreams, hopes and sorrows of  the Cuban people,” so that 
wherever they find themselves, they may experience the 
tenderness of  Mary be led to Christ. 

The pope also greeted all students heading back to 
school, saying he hoped the coming academic year would 
be “a time of  educational growth and deepening of  the 
bonds of  friendship.” 

“May the Lord help you safeguard the faith and culti-
vate science in order to become protagonists of  a better 
future in which humanity may be able to enjoy peace, fra-
ternity and tranquility.”

Through baptism, all Christians are united and equal in Christ

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Pope Francis leads his general audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Sept. 8, 2021. 
At left is Msgr. Leonardo Sapienza, an official of  the Prefecture of  the Papal 
Household.



Ruby Thomas 
The Record 

The Catholic Conference of  Kentucky is part of  a new 
group — the Yes for Life Alliance — that aims to raise 
awareness and build support for a proposed amendment to 
Kentucky’s constitution related to abortion. 

The Catholic conference represents the common-
wealth’s four bishops in matters of  public policy. The con-
ference also educates Catholics about issues of  concern to 

the Church and encourages civic participation. 
In this case, the conference aims to educate Kentucky 

voters on the recently passed House Bill 91, a measure that 
seeks to amend Kentucky’s constitution to clarify that it 
does not secure or protect a right to abortion or funding of  
abortion, said Jason Hall, the Conference’s executive direc-
tor. 

“Over the past several years we’ve passed several 
important pro-life laws,” said Mr. Hall. “If  the constitution-

al amendment is passed it 
will protect those laws and 
prevent the state court 
from striking them down.” 

Among those laws, Hall 
said, are: 

— An ultrasound 
informed consent law that 
requires a doctor or quali-
fied technician to perform 
an ultrasound on a woman 
seeking an abortion and 
show the screen images to 
her. The law also requires 
the doctor or technician to 
inform the woman what 
the images show. 

— A law that bans non-
medically necessary abor-

tions after 20 weeks. 
Mr. Hall said state supreme courts in Iowa and Kansas 

have struck down laws related to abortion. The constitu-
tional amendment is an “effort to ensure that doesn’t hap-
pen” in Kentucky. 

The measure will appear on the ballot in the Kentucky 
election in November 2022. 

The Yes for Life Alliance is asking Kentuckians for 
their support. The alliance is asking supporters to sign a 
petition thanking state legislators for putting the amend-
ment on the ballot and letting them know of  their inten-
tion to vote for the amendment next November. 

Mr. Hall says the CCK’s work over the years “speaks to 
the sanctity of  life and to the dignity of  the person. The 
unborn are particularly vulnerable and in desperate need 
of  legal protection,” he said. 

Yes for Life is an “essential piece to prevent all that 
work from being undone. It’s important that we do this,” he 
added. 

Yes for Life was officially launched Aug. 19 at a press 
conference at the Kentucky State Fair. In addition to the 
CCK, it is supported by Kentucky Right to Life, 
Commonwealth Policy Center, The Family Foundation, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and Sisters for Life. 

For more information on Yes for Life, visit 
https://www.yesforlifeky.com/. 

Ruby Thomas is a staff  writer for The Record, Catholic 
newspaper for the Archdiocese of  Louisville, Ky.
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Alliance seeks support to amend state constitution on abortion

Photo special to The Record 

 Jason Hall, executive director of  the Catholic Conference of  Kentucky, speaks at a press 
conference to launch the group Yes for Life Aug. 20 at the Kentucky State Fair. The group 
aims to raise awareness and build support for a proposed amendment to Kentucky’s con-
stitution related to abortion.
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CAFETERIA STAFF 
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington  
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and  
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the  
school day.  Duties include food preparation, serving  
and general cleanup.  Interested individuals may  
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or  
call her at 859/392-1536.

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic parish in Ft. Thomas, Ky.  Small 
parish (about 550 families) with three Masses each weekend and 
other occasional services, such as Holy Day Masses and reconciliation 
services.  Friday morning Mass during the school year if possible.  
Prefer someone who would also be available for funerals and wed-
dings.  Must be a good general musician and have good keyboard 
skills (both organ and piano), be able to direct our adult and chil-
dren’s choirs and prepare cantors, and be at least a decent singer (will 
be doing some of the cantoring).  Must be able to work with a wide 
range of people.  Must either be familiar with the Catholic liturgy or 
be willing to be educated in it.  Please direct inquiries or resumes to 
Fr. Stef Bankemper, at 1803 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., Ft. Thomas, 41075, or 
e-mail at sbankemper@stcatherineofsiena.org.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
The Diocese of Covington’s Stewardship and Mission Services office 
has an immediate full-time opening. This office is responsible for 
stewardship formation and education; research and planning;  
development of Diocese-wide support for parishes, ministries, and 
schools in areas of programs; and business and fund development. 
The Administrative Assistant supports the work of the Director, and 
works collaboratively with two other members of a tight-knit team. 
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics with good skills in  
MS Office software, and the multi-tasking environment also requires 
good organizational ability and a very professional manner.  
Send a comprehensive resume, along with a cover letter including  
compensation history, and at least three references with contact  
e-mail addresses by e-mail or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, 
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859-392-1589.

CLIENT SERVICES SPECIALIST 
The Diocese of Covington Catholic Charities  
is seeking to hire a client care services specialist.  
The position is 40 hours per week. Its primary  
purpose is to assist, serve and support clients and 
inquirers seeking services and assistance, manage 
their case files and provide customer service 
through the entire process. Also, provide other 
office administrative support. To apply, e-mail or  
fax a letter of interest along with a C-V or  
comprehensive resume with compensation history, 
and a minimum of five references with their contact 
email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589. Must be 
practicing Catholic. Please see job posting at 
https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-events/ 
job-opportunities for more complete details.

RENTAL HOME NEEDED 
Older Couple in search of a small 1 or 2 bedroom house or 
cottage to rent.  Please call (727) 424-6513

TDG NOW HIRING — 
A facilities cleaning technician for St. Mary.  The position is 
full-time, 2nd shift.  Great pay and full benefits.  Call or 
text Mike Jones at 859-512-6304.

SCHOOL CAFETERIA MANAGERS 
The School Food Services Office of the Diocese of Covington  
Department of Catholic Schools seeks candidates for School Cafeteria 
Managers at Bishop Brossart High School, Blessed Sacrament School  
and St. Cecilia School. Monday - Friday, during the school year. The 
School Cafeteria Manager’s primary responsibilities involve overall 
supervision of the School’s meals program, including: managing 
employees; ordering, receiving, and managing inventory; preparing 
and serving meals; operating the point-of-sale system; and  
interacting with school staff, students, and their parents. 
Organizational and interpersonal skills are essential to this position. 
To request an application, contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at  
skoplyay@covdio.org. Scan and return the completed application  
by e-mail, including references with contact e-mail addresses and  
compensation history. Applications mayalso be faxed to 859/392-1589. 

MENTAL HEALTH & 
PREGNANCY/ADOPTION COUNSELOR 
The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities  
ministry is seeking to hire a Counselor for our Mental  
Health and Pregnancy/Adoption Programs. The position  
is 40 hours per week, including some evening hours.  
This staff person performs all the duties of a licensed  
counselor for our general counseling practice serving  
individuals and families, with a partial emphasis on  
pregnancy and adoption. Major areas of responsibility  
include providing assessment, case management,  
diagnoses, and therapy to children, families, and adults  
within the outpatient program; and facilitating groups,  
and providing services to pregnant clients, their  
partners, and/or their families, including counseling,  
case management, parenting support, and foster care  
coordination and supervision. The successful candidate  
will be an actively-practicing Roman Catholic individual  
with a Master’s degree in Social Work or a related field,  
and experience with diverse populations of families,  
couples, children, and adults. We prefer LCSW or LPCC  
licensure, or eligibility within two years. Qualified  
individuals should submit a letter of interest along with  
a detailed resume or C-V, including compensation  
history and at least 3 references with contact e-mail  
addresses, by email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR  
at skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859-392-1589.

PART-TIME — GREAT FOR RETIREES 
Work for a company that’s been in business for over 50 years in 
Covington Ky. Job will be repairing furniture in our shop.  
Must have experience with all shop tools. Job training available.  

Call Cliff 858-491-1292



Fitzgerald and the other financial groups at the Trade Center.” 
Like many emergency responders who served at the World 

Trade Center site on 9/11 and post-9/11, Father Smith devel-
oped health issues related to the toxic conditions of  the envi-
ronment. 

“I have chronic sinusitis. I have sleep apnea. I’ve had some 
skin cancer,” he said. “All have been certified as 9/11-related.” 

His brother Patrick, meanwhile, was forced to retire from 
the FDNY in 2006 with a 9/11-related respiratory illness. 

Father Smith said he has proactively addressed the emo-
tional scars that he bears from his time at ground zero. “I go to 
counseling,” he said. “It helps, especially on the (9/11) anniver-

saries. If  you’re going to do trauma counseling, it’s not a bad 
thing to check in with somebody from time to time. 

“The first couple of  years, I’d have nightmares, flashbacks, 
a lot of  that stuff.” 

Father Smith’s 9/11 recollections also include positive 
memories of  a time when people expressed their appreciation 
for the firefighters, police officers, construction workers and 
many others who pitched in at ground zero. 

“At night, when you left the Trade Center, there would be 
people on the streets with big signs saying: ‘Thank You.’ 
They’d hand you a bottle of  water or a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich made by a school kid in Connecticut.” 

Father Smith fondly remembers strangers chatting with 
and helping one another, a 
byproduct of  the collective 
pain people shared and their 

desire for healing in the wake of  the catastrophe. 
He said he misses the post-9/11 period that was marked by 

a heightened degree of  charity and fellowship, along with 
intense national pride and unity. 

“It petered out over time to the point today where we’re 
probably yelling and screaming at each other a lot more than 
we should,” the priest said. 

“You wish that some of  the lessons we learned from 9/11 
would have been passed on, like reaching out to one another, 
forgiving one another, being a little more patient with one 
another.” 

The most important lesson, he said: “Cherish every single 
day.”
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AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
Saint Mary Afterschool Program, in Alexandria, is looking to hire 
that special someone for a teacher's aide position. This position 
requires someone 18 years or older who loves to work with children. 
This is ideal for college students or retirees as hours and days worked 
are flexible. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: assistance 
with homework and actively supervising and engaging children ages 
Kindergarten through eighth grade. Hours are from 1:30 to 6:15,  
five days a week. 

If you are looking for a very rewarding job with competitive wages, 
please contact Dee Manning at 859-635-4531 or 
msdeemanning@fuse.net.  Come join the fun and be part of our 
great team!!

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  B.W.

NOVENA
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At Angelus, pope prays for Ida victims, 
Afghan refugees 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis offered prayers to the victims 
and families affected by Hurricane Ida, which devastated the 
southern and northeastern United States. Pope Francis also 
offered prayers for countless refugees fleeing Afghanistan in the 
wake of  the Taliban’s Aug. 15 takeover of  Kabul and expressed 
his hope that “many countries will welcome and protect those 
seeking a new life.” “I assure my prayers for the people of  the 
United States of  America who have been hit by a strong hurri-
cane in recent days,” the pope told pilgrims gathered in St. 
Peter’s Square Sept. 5 during his Sunday Angelus address. The 
Category 4 hurricane made landfall Sept. 1, carrying 150-mph 
winds in Louisiana and knocking out power, water and cellphone 
service. The remnants of  Hurricane Ida later struck the north-
eastern United States, causing an estimated 41 deaths and flood-
ing roads in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Connecticut. Speaking about Afghanistan, Pope Francis said he 
prayed “for the internally displaced persons and that they may 
receive assistance and the necessary protection. May young 
Afghans receive education, an essential good for human develop-
ment. And may all Afghans, whether at home, in transit, or in 
host countries, live with dignity, in peace and fraternity with 
their neighbors.” 

 

USCCB launches initiative to 
address polarization in U.S. society 

CLEVELAND — Polarization across society has prompted the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops to launch an initiative that 
looks to bring people together to serve the common good. Called 
“Civilize It: A Better Kind of  Politics,” the initiative is designed 
to “move forward the kind of  conversations that we need to be 
having to overcome our divisions,” said Jill Rauh, director of  
education and outreach in the USCCB’s Department of  Justice, 
Peace and Human Development, which is coordinating the effort. 

 
National/World

ENTERTAINMENT

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad  
(859) 392-1500

“PAW Patrol: The Movie” (Paramount) Pleasant big-
screen version of  the Nickelodeon cartoon series about a 
rescue crew of  puppies led by a preteen boy. After the ego-
tistical politician who has long been their nemesis is cor-
ruptly elected mayor of  a nearby city, the team relocates 
there from the smaller community they previously served 

and struggles to 
cope with the 
series of  poten-
tial disasters to 
which his incom-
petent scheming 
gives rise. As they 

do so, they gain the help of  an enthusiastic dachshund 
with an abundance of  local knowledge but find their tasks 
complicated by the self-doubts troubling the German shep-
herd who serves as their policeman. Director and co-
writer Cal Brunker serves up a breezy, tenderhearted 
adventure with built-in lessons about the nature of  hero-
ism and the value of  cooperation. While really objection-
able elements are nil, the very smallest movie fans might 
be frightened by the dangerous situations the brave band 
is called upon to resolve. Characters in peril, brief, 
extremely mild scatological humor. CNS: A-I; MPAA: G. 

 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of  the Ten Rings” 

(Disney) Sprightly wit paces the elegant martial-arts 
showdowns in this Marvel Comics-derived adventure, 
directed and co-written by Destin Daniel Cretton. To the 
amazement of  his best friend and co-worker, a mild-man-
nered, ambitionless San Francisco parking valet turns out 
to be the superhero of  the title, trained from his youth to 
be a semi-supernatural warrior. Decades after he fled 
China as a teenager to get away from his ruthless gang 
leader father, the theft of  an amulet that his mother gave 

him before she was murdered by a band of  her husband’s 
enemies draws him back to his homeland, with his bestie 
in tow, and once again embroils him in family tensions, 
including the resentment his younger sister continues to 
harbor over his abandonment of  her in childhood. Behind 
an overly-elaborate mythos and a lot of  bloodless action 
lies a basic story of  good versus evil, though one that gains 
moral subtlety from the fact that dad’s latest scheme, 
which his children eventually come together to oppose, is 
the product of  a delusion and is fueled by grief  and the 

desire to be reunited with his spouse rather than by any 
wicked intention. Along with vocabulary unsuitable for 
kids, the script, penned in collaboration with Dave 
Callaham and Andrew Lanham, presents viewers with 
ideas, such as the quasi-immortality of  Leung’s centuries-
old character, that might confuse those inclined to take 
them seriously. Possibly acceptable for older teens. 
Frequent stylized violence, nonscriptural religious ideas, 
at least one use of  profanity, a few milder oaths, about a 
half-dozen crude terms, a couple of  crass expressions, an 
obscene gesture. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholic-
news.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” 
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 
•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.
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The 2020–2022 Diocese of Covington Directory is available for 
purchase. The directory includes contact information for all diocesan 
offices, boards, agencies, institutions, parishes, clergy and religious.  
Call the Messenger office at (859) 392-1570 for your copy. Cost $18
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The USCCB introduced the initiative Sept. 7. The effort draws 
heavily from the teachings of  Pope Francis, particularly his call 
in the third encyclical of  his papacy, “Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity 
and Social Friendship.” “We are in a situation where both in soci-
ety and the Church we are experiencing a lot of  division and 
polarization,” Rauh told Catholic News Service. “In Fratelli Tutti, 
Pope Francis specifically is calling Catholics and all people of  
goodwill to build a better kind of  politics, one at the service of  
the common good.” The Civilize It initiative is meant not just for 
political leaders, but for all people, Rauh added. 

 

Bill honoring abolitionist aims to 
`expand human trafficking prevention 

CLEVELAND — Two members of  Congress have introduced a 
bill to expand successful trafficking prevention efforts in schools 
and businesses. Reps. Chris Smith (R-N.J.) and Karen Bass (D-
Calif.) introduced the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims 
Prevention and Protection and Reauthorization Act of  2021 in the 
House of  Representatives Sept. 3. “During COVID ... the exploita-
tion of  children has risen substantially, mostly online, and there is 
kind of  like a pent-up demand to exploit, it’s lingering there,” 
Smith said during a livestreamed news conference prior to the 
bill’s introduction. “As COVID further diminishes, we’re going to 
see people who feel they’re entitled to exploit young women or boys 
and we have to make sure we have all the tools arrayed against 
them,” he said. The date the bill was introduced is significant 
because it is the day in 1838 that the 20-year-old Douglass self-eman-
cipated himself  in Baltimore and, disguised as a sailor, made his 
way via steamship and train to New York. He subsequently played 
a leading role as an abolitionist, social reformer, speaker and 
writer. Smith, who is Catholic, has been a longtime supporter of  
federal anti-trafficking efforts, having authored legislation that 
dates to 2000. The new bill would expand on measures enacted by 
passage of  a 2018 bill that also carried Douglass’ name. 

 

South Korean diocese says remains 
of  first Catholic martyrs recovered 

SEOUL, South Korea — The mortal remains of  the first three 
Korean Catholic martyrs have been recovered more than two cen-
turies after their deaths, announced the Diocese of  Jeonju. 
Ucanews.com reported that following historical research and 

DNA tests, it has been confirmed that the remains are of  Paul 
Yun Ji-chung and James Kwon Sang-yeon, both beheaded in 1791, 
and Yun’s brother, Francis Yun Ji-heon, who was martyred in 
1801. Bishop John Kim Son-tae of  Jeonju made the announcement 
during a news conference Sept. 1. During his visit to South Korea 
in 2014, Pope Francis beatified the three along with 121 other mar-
tyrs persecuted and killed during the rule of  the Joseon dynasty 
in Korea. Bishop Kim said the remains were recovered in March 
in Wanju, on the outskirts of  Jeonju, near the burial ground of  
family members of  another beatified person that was being con-
verted to a shrine. “The discovery of  the remains is a truly amaz-
ing and monumental event,” the bishop said, according to Yonhap 
News Agency. 

 

Mexican bishops address migrant  
‘crisis of  great magnitude’ 

MEXICO CITY — The Mexican bishops’ migrant ministry and 
Scalabrinian missionaries have announced plans for providing 
increased pastoral and material attention to migrants and asy-
lum-seekers stuck in the southern Mexican city of  Tapachula. 
The announcement came as desperation among migrants grows 
and caravans set out on long marches toward central and north-
ern Mexico and the U.S. border. Scalabrinian Father Julio López, 
migrant ministry executive secretary, also called for new policies 
toward the migrant population stuck in Tapachula, saying in a 
letter released Sept. 3, “We are facing a migratory crisis of  great 
magnitude ... never seen before in Tapachula and which, if  it con-
tinues this way, is a situation that could overwhelm the authori-
ties or get out of  hand.” Father López continued, “In the face of  
this situation, we see no way out while the government is contin-
uing to impede the free transit of  any migrant,” including many 
who have applied for refugee status. Publication of  the letter fol-
lows the migrant ministry disavowing a proposal from Mexico’s 
National Immigration Institute that would establish a camp for 
migrants and asylum-seekers in Tapachula. Mexico’s refugee 
assistance agency has received more than 77,500 applications, a 
record, in the first eight months of  2021. This is 10% more than 
the total applications made in 2019, agency director Andrés 
Ramírez said on Twitter. In his letter, Father López said a Haitian 
Scalabrinian missionary, Father Henri-Claude Testamar, would 
start working with the migrant population in Tapachula, celebrat-
ing Mass three times weekly in Creole, but also working in coop-
eration the Haitian embassy, which “lacks consular personnel.” 

Maronite bishops say Lebanon’s 
future ‘a matter of  life or death’ 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s Maronite Catholic bishops warned that 
the future of  the crisis-stricken country is “a matter of  life or 
death,” as the dire situation continues to unravel. In a statement 
following their Sept. 1 monthly meeting, the bishops denounced 
“the systematic humiliation of  citizens” whether in banks, or in 
endless lines at gasoline stations, or with the lack of  medicine and 
other essentials. This summer, Lebanon has been plagued by a 
crippling shortage of  fuel and medicine, due in particular to the 
depletion of  the central bank’s foreign exchange reserves used to 
subsidize imports. Fuel and electricity shortages have forced 
Lebanon’s hospitals to scale back operations. Power cuts last up to 
22 hours a day. Violent skirmishes and shootings have become 
commonplace at gas stations, where wait times to fill up typically 
exceed five hours. Motorists have resorted to sleeping in their cars 
overnight to secure a place in line. The Maronite bishops criti-
cized the “irresponsible mismanagement of  public interests and 
funds” and spoke of  successive disasters caused by those in power. 

 

Anglican bishop to step down, join 
Catholic Church 

MANCHESTER, England — The Anglican bishop of  Ebbsfleet 
stepped down from office after announcing that he will become a 
Roman Catholic. The resignation of  Bishop Jonathan Goodall was 
announced by Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby of  Canterbury 
in a Sept. 3 statement released by Lambeth Palace. Bishop 
Goodall is a former ecumenical secretary to a previous archbish-
op of  Canterbury and was ordained in 2013 to serve as a “flying 
bishop” of  a diocese erected to cover traditionalist parishes that 
would not accept women priests. “I am deeply grateful to Bishop 
Jonathan for his ministry and many years of  faithful service,” 
Archbishop Welby said. “My prayers are with him and Sarah, 
both for his future ministry and for the direction in which they 
are being called in their continuing journey of  dedicated service 
to Christ,” he said. He continued: “With regard to the see of  
Ebbsfleet, we will be starting a process of  consultation with col-
leagues and others — including the parishes to whom Bishop 
Jonathan ministers — to determine what the next steps will be.”
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