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(left) Bishop Roger Foys dedicated and consecrated
the Relic Shrine of St. Paul, Aug. 23. Located in St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Over 300
relics are displayed in the reliquary shrine.
(above right) Bishop Foys places a first class relic — a piece of
bone — of St. Paul in the altar stone’s sepulcher.

Over 300 saint relics
available for veneration
at newly consecrated
Relic Shrine of St. Paul

(below) Bishop Foys anoints the altar with sacred chrism,
sanctifying and dedicating the altar.

Katie Schroeder
Editorial assistant pro-tem

Bishop Roger Foys dedicated and consecrated the Relic Shrine of
St. Paul, Aug. 23, on the feast of St. Rose of Lima. The reliquary
shrine is located in St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington. Over 300 relics are displayed in the Relic
Shrine of St. Paul, located underneath the baldacchino behind the
Cathedral’s main altar.
At the heart of this collection are two skull relics, taken from the
11,000 companion martyrs of St. Ursula and donated from a shrine
in Cologne, Germany to Covington’s third bishop, Camillus Paul
Maes, in the early 20th century. The Diocese of Covington has been
collecting relics since the episcopate of its first bishop, Bishop
George Aloysius Carrell, but a great number of relics came from
Bishop Maes, who travelled to Europe often and brought relics back
with him. Over the course of his 30 year episcopate, Bishop Maes
not only expanded the diocesan collection with dozens of first-class
relics for the growing Church in Northern Kentucky, but inventoried and documented it as well.
Bishop Foys has continued the work of his episcopal predecessor and shown his commitment to the Church’s devotional life
through devotion to holy relics. He has expanded the relic collection
with
some
of
the
Church’s
newest
saints
and blesseds, including: Pope St. John Paul II, St. Maximilian Kolbe,
Bl. Solanus Casey, Bl. Stanley Rother, Bl. Miguel Pro, Bl.
Carlo Acutis, St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. Damien of Molokai,
Bl. Franz Jägerstätter, St. Oscar Romero, St. Katharine Drexel, Bl.
Anna Maria Taigi, Bl. Clelia Merloni, Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos, St.
Elizabeth of the Trinity, Sts. Louis and Zélie Martin, St. Edith Stein,
Bl. Mariam Teresa Demjanovich, St. José Sánchez del Río, Bl. Karl
of Austria, and St. Conrad of Parzham.
At the center of this collection of relics is a gilded altarpiece,
commissioned from New Guild Studios of Braddock, Penn. A depic-

tion of St. Paul, the patron of the Diocese, is at the center of the
altarpiece, and beneath him are four vignettes that fill the lower
register and illustrate important events that span the life of the
Diocese of Covington: the erection of the Diocese by Pope Blessed
Pius IX; the building of the Cathedral Basilica by Bishop Maes; the
entombment of Bishop Maes in the Cathedral Basilica; and
the translation of the major St. Ursula Martyr relics to the St. Paul
Relic Shrine.
The altar, reredos, and predella are made of white oak with gilded details to match the Cathedral’s interior wood fixtures, and all
reflect a neo-Gothic style. A Latin quote is inscribed on the altar,
just beneath the altarpiece – it reads Sancte Paule + Ora Pro Nobis,
(Continued on page 15)
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At senior Mass, Bishop Foys and students
listen to St. Paul as they navigate transition
Laura Keener
Editor

Four high school seniors opened the annual High
School senior Mass, Sept. 17, with an introductory call to
worship.
“God of joy and hope, we thank you for bringing us here
— to the start of our senior year … As we prepare to walk
across the stage in May to receive our diplomas, let us walk
in prayerful gratitude for the many blessings that have
made this accomplishment real and filled with great potential,” said Jeanna Alwell, senior, Bishop Brossart High
School, to the over 600 seniors from the nine Catholic high
schools in the Diocese of Covington that were gathered at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington.
The annual senior Mass is an opportunity for the soonto-be graduates to celebrate as the Class of
2022 with Bishop
Roger Foys.
“We are so blessed
to be able to come
together and celebrate this Mass with
all of you, the senior
class of 2022,” said
Kendra
McGuire,
superintendent
of
Schools, as she welcomed the students.

“For you, the last few years of high school have been very
different than most classes before you. But we enter this
year having learned many things about the pandemic and
how to handle life’s challenges … God has called each of
you to great things. Let’s pray that your journey to discovering what that means in your lives will continue to be
revealed throughout your senior year and beyond.”
In his homily, Bishop Foys spoke about transitions and
how they are unavoidable.
“Every transition brings with it changes. Some of those
changes might be subtle but others are traumatic,” Bishop
Foys said. “How we respond to each of those transitions is
important because that will determine what our life will
(Continued on page 14)

(left) During the procession opening the 2021 High School
Senior Mass, Bishop Roger Foys blesses the congregation.
(above) Kendra McGuire, superintendent of Schools and
student representatives from Bishop Brossart, Covington
Catholic, Newport Central Catholic and (not pictured) Holy
Cross District high schools, give welcoming and
introductory remarks.

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, the Diocese of Covington joyfully announces the episcopal
consecration and installation of the Most Rev. John C. Iffert as the 11th Bishop of Covington, Thursday, Sept. 30, 3 p.m.
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Due to limited space, entrance to the cathedral is restricted to ticketholders;
the ceremony will be livestreamed from the Cathedral website, www.covcathedral.com.
Later that evening, everyone is invited to a welcoming reception, 6–9 p.m. at the Northern Kentucky Convention Center, Covington.
Most Rev. John C. Iffert

Two schools designated as 2021 Blue Ribbon Schools
Blessed Carlo Acutis patron of SUMMIT21
Student SUMMIT21 core team members have been taking time to learn more about
the patron of this year’s Eucharistic retreat. Laura Ryan, director, Religious
Education, St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, showed Eucharistic Miracle posters and talked
about Blessed Carlo Acutis to the SUMMIT21 core team meeting, Sept. 15.
Blessed Carlo was an Italian youth who died in 2006 at age 15 of leukemia. Before he
died, he created a website displaying Eucharistic miracles that have occurred all over
the world. The site is miracolieucharistici.org. Blessed Carlo will be the patron of the
SUMMIT21 Eucharistic retreat.
SUMMIT21 is sponsored by the Diocese of Covington. It will take place the weekend
of Oct. 8–10 at Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills. It is open to youth between the ages
of 13 and 22. To register for the retreat, go to covdio.org/Summit21.
Paige Pence, a student at Notre Dame Academy, said she is looking forward to the
retreat because “I am looking forward to connecting more with God and helping others connect with him.”
Alex Chadwick, a student at Villa Madonna Academy, said, the retreat is important to
him “because it is a retreat where I can feel comfortable sharing my faith with other
kids my age.”

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona, Sept. 21, recognized two Catholic schools in the Diocese
of Covington as National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2021 — St. Henry District High School, Erlanger
and Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell. They, along with 325 schools nationwide, achieved the
designation this year. This is the second Blue Ribbon designation for SHDHS, having achieved its
first Blue Ribbon in 2012, and Blessed Sacrament School’s fourth such designation, having been
recognized in 1994, 2007 and 2015.
“Congratulations to principal David Gish and the entire St. Henry District High School community
and to principal Dan Steffen and the school and parish community at Blessed Sacrament School,”
said Bishop Roger Foys. “This year’s designations are important not only because it is based on data
from 2020, when, owing to the pandemic, in-person instruction abruptly ended with three months
remaining in the school year, but it also comes after a transition in leadership at both schools. This
demonstrates what we have long held true, that our schools are built on a solid foundation of
academics and faith. My congratulations, also, to Kendra McGuire, our superintendent of Schools.
We have 18 schools in our Catholic school system who have earned the Blue Ribbon designation and as
members of the one body of Christ, when one part is honored, all the parts share its joy (cf 1 Cor 26).”
(above left) Amid a shower of blue confetti, Father Damian Hils, pastor (center), Dan Steffen, principal
(back center) and students hold up four fingers singling their fourth designation as Blue Ribbon School.
(above right) SHDHS students were greeted with blue and white balloons to celebrate the designation.
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Rose Garden Center for Hope and Healing
takes home the gold
this challenging and crucial service. The review includes
administrative oversight; patient access and continuity of
The Rose Garden Center for Hope and Healing,
care; planning, tracking and coordination of care; providCovington, recently earned the
ing self-care support,
top-tier ranking in the Quality
identifying and managStandards Program of the
ing patient population
National Association of Free
information; and measand
Charitable
Clinics
uring and improving per(NAFC). The NAFC’s mission
formance.
is to broaden access to healthThe Center for Hope
care for the medically underand Healing is stateserved, and this Gold Rating
licensed as a Special
reflects superior achievement
Health Clinic. Fully certiin services, policies and procefied medical professiondures.
als on the staff include
As the health ministry of
two doctors, seven nurse
the Rose Garden Home
practitioners, 14 regisMission of the Franciscan
tered nurses (one a certiDaughters of
Mary in
fied diabetes educator), a
Covington, the Center pro- Staff members of the Rose Garden Center for Hope and Healing
clinical counselor/addicvides unhurried, professional, proudly show off the 2021 NAFC Gold Standards award (from left):
tions specialist, and an
respectful care to impover- Franciscan Daughter of Mary Sister Clare Marie; Theresa Furnish,
ultrasound technician.
ished people from across APRN; Sheila Carroll, APRN; and Tom Murrin, receptionist.
Members of five dental
Northern Kentucky without
practices rotate at the
charge and without regard to age, sex, race or religion.
dental clinic, and a podiatry clinic was launched this year.
Relying entirely on donations and volunteers, it has
Interested professionals can contact Sheila Carroll,
touched more than 6,000 lives.
Executive Director, rghmclinic@gmail.com, about opporNAFC Quality Standards address numerous aspects of
tunities to serve the poor of Northern Kentucky.
Ellen Curtin
Messenger Contributor

You are cordially invited
to attend
the 2021 Seminary Ball,
Friday, Oct. 22,
At the Northern Kentucky Convention Center,
Covington. Come and support those men who have
answered God’s call and are discerning a vocation
to the priesthood for the Diocese of Covington. Cost
to attend is $90 per person, and sponsorship opportunities begin at $250. For information on this year’s
Seminary Ball, visit www.covdio.org/seminaryball
or contact the Diocesan Stewardship Office: e-mail,
stewardship@covdio.org; phone, (859) 392-1500.

Pro-Life Office assists pro-life parish coordinators
Messenger staff report

The diocesan Pro-Life Office held its annual parish information night, Sept. 15. Faye Roch, director, welcomed pro-life
coordinators from many parishes throughout the diocese to
learn more about available resources and organizations that
parishes can collaborate with as they assist moms and babies.
Addia Wuchner, executive director, Kentucky Right to Life

dentially began during the Year of St. Joseph. St. Joseph
Ministry aims to help educate the community of the need for
foster and adoptive parents and also calls the rest of the
Church to wrap around any family who is taking on the vocation of foster or adoptive parenting. Supports include prayers
and offers of services that will make the full-time job more
manageable, like respite care, tutoring or mentoring.

You’re invited!
The annual Pro-Life Mass
Tuesday, Oct. 5, 7 p.m.
At the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington the rosary will be prayed at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your family and friends as we join together
on this joyful occasion and greatest support of life
— celebrating the Eucharist
For information, call the Pro-Life Office
859) 392-1500
St. Joseph, Defender of Life, pray for us.

Bishop’s
Schedule
(above left) Faye Roch, director, diocesan Pro-Life Office welcomes parish pro-life coordinators, Sept. 15, for an evening of
information and networking. (above right) At the event, Addia Wuchner, executive director, Kentucky Right to Life shared
information on the “Yes for Life” campaign that encourages voters this November to vote “Yes” on Kentucky’s pro-life
constitutional amendment.
shared information on the “Yes for Life” campaign. Pro-life
supporters across the Commonwealth of Kentucky are
encouraged to vote “Yes,” Nov. 8, on legislation that clarifies
that the Kentucky Constitution shall not protect a right to
abortion or allow state funding for an abortion. For information visit www.yesforlifeky.com.
Two pregnancy care centers — New Hope Center and
CareNet Pregnancy Care Center — shared with parish leaders the many resources offered to moms facing unexpected
pregnancies. These services include pregnancy testing, counseling and ultrasound services — all at no cost to clients.
Additionally, mentoring programs are available for new
moms and dads through both centers.
Ron Bertsch, director, Therapeutic Foster Care/Adoption,
DCCH Center for Children and Families, Ft. Mitchell, introduced its new ministry — St. Joseph Ministry, which provi-

Another lesser-known ministry, the “Missing Alexis
Foundation,” explained its mission of ministering to families
who have experienced the loss of a baby. From delivering
memory boxes, hosting the monthly HEARTS support group,
sponsoring the annual NKY Walk to Remember, and the annual Angel Ball Gala, the Missing Alexis Foundation is committed to promoting pregnancy and infant loss awareness, and
serving grieving families.
Parish pro-life coordinators were also encouraged to participate in the 40 Days for Life Campaign by organizing
parishioners to pray at Planned Parenthood, Cincinnati.
Information on where to find resources to promote
October as Respect Life Month was also shared. This year,
instead of printed materials, parish pro-life coordinators may
visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website, www.respectlife.org, for resources.

Sept. 25
Sept. 29
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre Holy Hour, Cathedral Basilica,
welcome, 8:30 a.m.
6 p.m.
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem promotion
ceremony, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption,
Covington, 2 p.m.
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
4:30 p.m.
Sept. 26
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
10 a.m.
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem Mass, St. Peter
in Chains Basilica, Cincinnati,
2 p.m.

Vespers welcoming BishopElect John C. Iffert, Cathedral
Basilica, 7 p.m.
Sept. 30
Consecration/installation of
Most Rev. John C. Iffert as
the 11th Bishop of the
Diocese of Covington,
Cathedral Basilica, 3 p.m.
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Work — ‘Is he not the carpenter ...?’
In “Tertio Millennio Adveniente” (“On the Coming of
the Third Millennium,” 2004), Pope St. John Paul II meditated on the words of St. Paul describing the birth of
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, as the event chronicling
the fullness of time (Gal 4:4). The fullness of time came to
pass “by the fact that God, in the Incarnation, came down
into human history”
[TMA, n. 9].
Since eternity “has
entered time,” the
enfleshment of God has
conferred on time a significance within salvation history itself, now
moving towards “its goal
on the glorious return of
the Son of God at the end
of tim.” [TMA, n. 10].
Later in
“Incarnationis
Mysterium” (“The
Mystery of the
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler
Incarnation,” 1998), St.
John Paul II noted that
the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem transcends the past, for
the presence of the Lord of history still illumines the
present as well as the future. Repeating “Gaudium et
Spes” (“The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World,” 1965) from the Second Vatican Council,
this papal document inaugurating the Great Jubilee
declares that every man and woman will discover the
mystery of his or her life in the encounter with Christ.
[IM, n. 1]
Advent signals the beginning of a new liturgical year,
wherein the cycle of worship sanctifies time. The liturgical themes during this season of waiting and expectation
celebrate the first coming of Christ in the flesh with a
view towards his final coming in majesty at the end of
time.
At Advent and at Christmas, the infancy narratives
from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke hold a privileged
place in the Gospel readings. These inspired stories,
heralding the birth of the Messiah, in some sense telescope events in the future public life of Jesus.
However, the years from the nativity of Jesus to the
isolated episode of the boy Jesus in the Temple usher in a
curtain of silence that will only be lifted at the commencement of the public life and ministry of Jesus. The
New Testament Gospels provide practically nil in the way
of clues for historical details during the larger life span of
Jesus, his so-called “hidden life.”
The apocryphal gospels (or “false writings”) do record
fanciful and legendary stories about the “hidden life” of
Jesus. Such pandering to curiosity has at best only questionable historical value and, at times, is marred by plain
and simple unorthodoxy. The apocryphal works were
rejected from inclusion in the canon of the inspired
books making up the Christian New Testament.
The canonical Gospels, by contrast, witness to the
words and deeds of Jesus which comprise the foundational public revelation of the Christian faith. They do not
constitute biographies or histories in the modern scientific sense.
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Yet spiritual writers have attempted to draw insight
from the silence of the “hidden years” in the life of Jesus.

The Compendium of
the Social Doctrine of the Church
treats the theme of “Jesus, a man of work”
in the section on “Human Work”
entitled “The Biblical Aspect.” (CSDC, nn. 259-263)
‘In his preaching, Jesus teaches
that we should appreciate work.
He himself having
“become like us in all things,
devoted most of the years of his life on earth
to manual work
at the carpenter’s bench” [LE, n. 6]
in the workshop of Joseph (cf. Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3),
to whom he was obedient (cf. Luke 2:51).
Jesus condemns the behavior
of the useless servant,
who hides his talent
in the ground (cf. Matt 25:14-30)
and praises the faithful and prudent servant
whom the Master finds hard at work
at the duties entrusted to him (cf. Matt 24:46).
He describes his own mission
as that of working:
“My Father is working and I am working” (John 5:17),
and his disciples as workers
in the harvest of the Lord,
which is the evangelization
of humanity (cf. Matt 9: 37-38) ....’
[Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church (2004): n. 259.]
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An almost casual detail in the Gospel of Mark has
inspired this sort of reflection.
The scene is that of the rejection of Jesus in his hometown of Nazareth. Although they are aware of the wisdom of Jesus’ teaching and the power of his miracles, the
mood of his neighbors shifts from amazement to hostility.
[Mark 6: 1-6]
The townsfolk challenge Jesus’ wisdom and power
because they are scandalized by his ordinariness — the
scandal of particularity. Their rhetorical question — “Is
this not the carpenter?” — appears to be derogatory. In
other words, “How can this ‘town carpenter,’ a neighbor
along with his family, be better than anyone else?”
The “scandal of ordinariness” becomes a stumbling
block to faith. The origins of Jesus are too pedestrian and
“familiarity breeds contempt.” Triumphalistic but misguided expectations of a glorious Messiah blinds the people of Jesus’ native place to Emmanuel, “God with us.”
While the identification of “carpenter” connotes a
broader meaning (e.g. “craftsman” or “builder”), the traditional standard translations of the Gospels render the
Greek word tekton in verse 3 as “carpenter,” a worker in
wood.
A theological inference can be drawn: the incarnate
Son of God, the full revelation of the divine and the
human, is disclosed in the ordinary texture of human
life. The scene in Mark, chapter 6, affirms that the reality
of God is present to his people in the ordinary and mundane affairs of life — in work and in family, in the very
marketplace of life.
Without doubt, “the work” of Christ is one of redemption and salvation enacted in his life, death and resurrection. Nonetheless, Jesus’ “hidden years” are a sign of
divine solidarity with the conditions of flesh and blood
men and women in the nitty-gritty of day-to-day life.
“Gaudium et Spes” speaks of a redemptive dimension
of human labor: “... through labor offered to God man is
associated with the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, who
conferred an eminent dignity on labor when at Nazareth
He worked with his hands” [GS, n. 67]. The Pastoral
Constitution concludes, therefore, that there is a duty to
work reliably, an obligation correlative to the right to
work.
Again, in discussing the spirituality of work, Pope St.
John Paul II referred to Jesus Christ as “the man of
work.” His encyclical “Laborem Exercens” (“On Human
Work,” 1981) identifies Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom and his deeds as “the gospel of work,” because “He
who proclaimed it was Himself a man of work, a craftsman like Joseph of Nazareth” [LE, n. 26].
Even if Jesus did not issue a specific command to
work, the encyclical points out that Jesus’ life was an eloquent testimony to the “working world.”
The poetic eloquence of St. Ephrem the Syrian
matched the silent, lived eloquence of Jesus, the worker
in wood. In his “Hymns on the Nativity,” this ancient
Christian writer composed a song for the lips of the ordinary worker approaching ‘the son of Joseph” — “Blessed
be your coming, O Master of workers everywhere ...”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism, episcopal liaison to the Messenger and theologian In residence at
Thomas More University.
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The law of the Lord
is perfect and simple,
but not easy
The readings for the twenty-sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle B are: Numbers 11:25-29;
James 5:1-6 and Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48.
In a recent column the Anglican priest and theologian, Ephraim Radner, remarked that “many Christians
have simply forgotten
what a deep desire for
GO AND GLORIFY
God really is, and how it
stretches our souls with
an almost agonizing
patience. While I certainly
think that is true, I am
most familiar myself with
the agonizing part but
usually not the patience!
However, I think he makes
an important point we
must contemplate, given
how much of Christianity
and the Christian spirituFather Phillip DeVous
al life has fallen prey and
been reduced to a certain therapeutic mentality with
some “spiritual” overlays.
The consequence of this therapeutic mentality taking
over much of the mindset of Christians is that, almost
without notice, we begin to lose the desire for God — the
living God — revealed to us by Jesus Christ through his
Church. We end up seeking a god that looks suspiciously
like some elevated form of ourselves. In this vein, what
we see is a form of self-referential religiosity that might
still prompt a person to the holy Mass on occasion but
leaves him in the likely situation of worshipping himself
without quite realizing it. There is a real danger of what
I call “do-good, don’t be bad” bourgeois idolatry in this
very superficial approach to discipleship. The slogan for
this might be summed up in the ubiquitous meme, “live
your best life” with a thumbs up Jesus emoji appended.
In this weekend’s passage from the Gospel of St. Mark
we are presented with a bracing teaching as it relates to
the realities of sin and discipleship: “Whoever causes
one of these little ones who believes in me to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were put around his
neck and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.” Better to be lacking a hand, a
foot, and an eye than to be thrown into Gehenna!
These are bracing words about a serious topic: the
need for our deep conversion, our total repentance from
sin, a total embrace of the truth, and the consequent reality of punishment should we fail to heed the Lord. All
this kind of talk sounds very strange to a worldly, sensual, therapeutic minded person that is merely looking for
a pragmatic “do good checklist” and not a soul deeply
hungry for God and transformation into the divine love
of God revealed in Christ.
Our Lord points out to us just how exacting a thing it
is to follow him and to pursue growth in the Christian
virtues that are inherent in being a disciple. This means
that our spiritual life — our growth in the life of God and
the likeness of Christ under the tutelage of the Holy
Spirit — must be a matter of first order urgency. As
Father Edward Leen points out in his excellent book,
“Progress Through Mental Prayer,” “the cherishing in
the soul of desires incompatible with the longing for God
is the secret of the vast number of failures in the spiritual life.”
Here we see clearly Christ’s forceful teaching about
radically rooting out causes of sin in our lives. The truth
is that we find the spiritual life a difficulty, as well as
Christ and the teaching of his holy Church ridiculous,
when we have begun to find God a difficulty. And as
Father Leen aptly observes, “this comes when God has
ceased to interest us because other things have begun to
interest us more.”
We must be on guard against the dilution and dissipation of our hunger and interest in God. All around us are
temptations to justify such a dissipation in this practically
atheistic and paradoxically neopagan moment in which
(Continued on page 13)

September 11th – 20 years later
Twenty years ago, struggling to digest the events of
September 11th, I wrote this column. Two decades later,
my reaction is the same. Here’s the column.
Iris Murdoch once said that the whole world can
change in 15 seconds. She was talking about falling in
love. Hatred can do the same thing: On September 11th
(2001), the world changed.
Two huge passenger
IN EXILE
planes, hijacked by terrorists, crashed into, and collapsed the twin towers of
the World Trade Centre in
New York, killing thousands of people, as television cameras recorded the
event live, showing horrific, graphic scenes over and
over again. Shortly afterwards, a third hijacked
plane slammed into the
Father Ron Rolheiser
Pentagon, even as a fourth
crashed in an open field.
Inside of what is supposed to be the most secure place on
earth, thousands of innocent people were killed within
the space of an hour.
Stunned, muted, we nonetheless tried to speak to the
situation. Many of the voices we heard were hard, angry,
calling for retaliation and vengeance. Most voices though
were gentle, looking only for a safe, intimate place to cry,
for someone to hang onto. One internet media site simply
had a blank screen, a silent gesture that spoke eloquently.
What, after all, can be said?
The opening lines from the Book of Lamentations
offer this haunting description: How deserted she sits, the
city once thronged with people! Once the greatest of
nations, she is now like a widow.
Later, this same book tells us that there are times
when all you can do is to put your face to the dust and
wait. Rainer Marie Rilke would agree. Here’s his advice
for times like these: “O you lovers that are so gentle, step
occasionally into the breath of the sufferers not meant
for you. … Do not be afraid to suffer, give the heaviness
back to the weight of the earth; mountains are heavy,
seas are heavy.”
The earth knows our pain. Sometimes silence is best.
Yet a few things need to be said even in the raw immediacy of this thing. What?
First, that each life lost was unique, sacred, precious,
irreplaceable. None of these persons had ever died before
and none of them should have his or her name lost in the

anonymity of dying with so many others. Their lives and
deaths must be honored individually. This is true, too, for
the suffering of their families and loved ones.
Second, clear voices must call us, especially our governments, towards restraint. Many see this as an attack
on civilization itself. They are right. Accordingly, our task
is to respond in a civilized way, holding fast always to our
belief that violence is wrong, whether it be theirs or ours.
The air we breathe out is the air we eventually inhale.
Violence begets violence. Terrorism will not be stopped
by bitter vengeance. Catharsis doesn’t bring about closure. We shouldn’t be naive about that. Nor, indeed,
should we be naive in reverse. These terrorist acts with
their utter disregard for life, offer a very clear picture of
the world these people would create were they ever given
scope and license to do so. They must be stopped and
brought to justice. They pose a threat to the world; but in
bringing them to justice we must never stoop to their
means and, like them, be driven by a hatred that blinds
one to justice and the sacredness of life.
No emergency ever allows one to bracket the fundamentals of charity and respect for life. Indeed, horrific
tragedies of this sort, call us to just the opposite, namely,
to fiercely re-root ourselves in all that is good and Godly
— to drive with more courtesy, to take more time for what
is important, and to tell those close to us that we love
them. Yes, too, it calls us to seek justice and it asks for
real courage and self-sacrifice in that quest. We are no
longer in ordinary time.
Most of all, this calls us to prayer. What we learned
again on Sept. 11th (2001) is that all on our own, we are
neither invulnerable nor immortal. We can only continue
to live, and to live in joy and peace, by placing our faith in
something beyond ourselves. We can never guarantee our
own safety and future. We need to acknowledge that in
prayer — on our knees, in our churches, to our loved
ones, to God, and to everyone whose sincerity makes him
or her a brother or sister inside the family of humanity.
Moreover, we are called to hope. We are a resilient people, with faith in the resurrection. Everything that is crucified eventually rises. There is always a morning after.
The sun never fails to rise. We need to live our lives in the
face of that, even in times of great tragedy.
I end with Rilke’s words: “Even those trees you planted as children became too heavy long ago — you couldn’t
carry them now. But you can carry the winds … and the
open spaces.”
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author.

The Silent Generation
Somewhere along the way, a fascinating, computergenerated treatise written by an anonymous “older journalist” thoroughly educated me about the “Children Of
The Greatest Generation,” that being those of us born in
the 1930s and early 1940s
who, in his opinion “exist
ALONG THE WAY
as a very special age
cohort.”
The author exhorts
readers to hand on his eyeopening observations to
“the younger folks” and
insists that some of his
insights will “ bring back
memories of long ago.” I
can personally confirm
that conclusion, having
completed my careful
perusal of his work.
Ray Smith
So come along with me,
young or old, but especially you genuine “children of the
greatest generation.” Let your multi-colored memories
evolve as mine did.
He wrote: “We are the Silent Generation. We are the
smallest number of children born since the early 1900s.
We are the “last ones!” We are the last generation, climbing out of the depression, which can remember the winds
of war and the impact of a world at war, which rattled
the structure of our daily lives for years. We are the last

to remember ration books for everything from gas to
sugar to shoes to stoves. We saved bacon drippings to
cook or bake certain foods. We saw cars up on blocks
because tires weren’t available. We can remember milk
being delivered to our house early in the morning and
placed in the ‘milk box’ on the porch. We are the last to
see gold stars in the front windows of our grieving neighbors whose sons died in the war.”
Personally, I remember Mom handling the ration
stamps book like it was pure gold. I ate lots of tomato
soup and loved every ounce of it. We walked one block
from our apartment above a garage to the K & K restaurant at Tenth & Madison. Mom and I could eat a nice
meal there for less than $4. It was 1945. I was nine and “in
love” with a tall, red-headed waitress named Ginny who
looked like Rita Hayworth. She smiled every time I asked
her to “wait for me.” I’m glad she didn’t wait for me. I
wondered why milk, delivered in bottles by our Milkman
Jack, had two inches of thick, white cream on top. One
day on our walk to eat, the air was filed with horns,
sirens and fireworks announcing the end of WWII. Gold
stars in front windows were gradually replaced by signs
instructing the iceman on how much ice to deliver for the
top “freezer” section of our tiny ice box. During those
years, I witnessed and learned by observing and experiencing parental discipline, dedication and sacrifice.
He wrote: “We are the last generation who spent child(Continued on page 13)
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St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, celebrates sesquicentennial gratefully,
faithfully and hopefully
Laura Keener
Editor

History seemed to be repeating itself at St. Joseph
Parish, Cold Spring, as, after one year and a day from the
original set date, the parish welcomed Bishop Roger Foys,
Sept. 19, to celebrate its sesquicentennial Mass.
Concelebrating at Mass was Msgr. Gerald Reinersman,
pastor; Father Samuel Owusu, parochial vicar; Father
Albert Ruschman, son of the parish; and Father Robert
Henderson, former pastor; with Deacon Stephen Bennett
assisting.
In a letter to parishioners, Msgr. Reinersman shared
that a similar situation occurred 100 years ago when the
parish was celebrating its 50th anniversary amid the
Spanish flu pandemic.
“Though our parish was established in 1870, the 50th
anniversary was not celebrated until 51 years later on Sept.
18, 1921,” Msgr. Reinersman said. “I suspect the delay was
due to the Spanish flu pandemic. Here we are, 100 years
later, and our 150th jubilee celebration was also delayed by
a pandemic by one year and celebrated on practically the
same date as the 50th.”
Despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic, led
by the parish’s Jubilee Committee, St. Joseph Parish honored its jubilee in a myriad of ways, honoring its Jubilee
theme “Grateful for the past; Faithful in the present;
Hopeful for the future.”
On Aug. 15, 2020, Father Reinersman blessed and dedicated the new Jubilee Park which features an outdoor
pavilion and playground. In March 2021, the parish welcomed speaker and evangelist Joe Farris who led a fruitful, weeklong parish mission. During the year, nearly 100
parishioners completed the 33 Day Consecration to St.
Joseph. To honor its heritage the parish added photographs of its former and current pastors to Memorial Hall
and composed an historical video. Also, local artist, Jan
Neufelder, was commissioned to create an oil painting of
St. Joseph Church. A Christmas ornament bearing the
painting was created and sold with the proceeds benefiting
Holy Redeemer Parish, Vanceburg, and Mustard Seed
Communities in Jamaica.
The Mass with Bishop Foys, originally meant to open
the jubilee year, became its finale. It was joyfully celebrated
as the St. Joseph Parish Choirs rattled the rafters singing
the parish-adopted Jubilee hymn “Find Us Faithful,” a
hymn of gratitude for the faith of those who came before
and an imploration to God that the faith of current parishioners be an inspiration for future generations.
The day’s Gospel was the familiar passage from St.
Mark, where the apostles are bickering over who should be
first and Jesus presents to his apostles a child saying,

At St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, the sesquicentennial Mass, which was meant to begin the yearlong celebration but
became the finale, was celebrated, Sept. 19, by Bishop Roger Foys (above left). (above right) Members of the St. Joseph
Parish choirs filled the church with joyful hymns. (below left) Concelebrating priests were, from left, Father Albert
Ruschman, a parish son; Msgr. Gerald Reinersman, pastor; and Father Robert Henderson, former pastor. (below right)
Deacon Stephen Bennett elevates the Book of the Gospels during the procession and was the assisting deacon.

“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name,
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but
the One who sent me.”
“Jesus says you can’t be selfish, you need to turn that
selfishness into selflessness,” said Bishop Foys. “We need
to look to the good of others, especially those less fortunate. … But what does any of this have to do with the 150th
anniversary year that we celebrate today?”
“It has everything to do with it,” Bishop Foys said,
acknowledging that the parish, which began in 1870, was
started with few parishioners and endured many hard-

the
GO UNLIMITED special! Only $9.99 for
first month!

ships including the Great Depression, world wars and a
pandemic.
“So how is it that we can celebrate 150 years? Because
this parish, it’s leadership and it’s parishioners went outside of itself, worked for and toward the greater good, and
this is what we have today,” Bishop Foys said. “The buildings, the campus, is very impressive but even more impressive is the spiritual life that lives in this parish. The spiritual life that is built upon the spiritual lives of every generation that preceded us.”
Bishop Foys ended his homily with words of congratu-

Wash your vehicle as often as you like. Up to once daily.
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lations.
“Congratulations to you all,” he said. “Pray for those
very early parishioners who saw something that others did
not see and trusted the Lord and were faithful to the Lord
and to his Word and to his Church. … We are blessed to be
one of those generations, and to our faith, our devotion
and our dedication to the Lord and to his Church future
generations will look back in gratitude and prayer for us.

There is a lot to be thankful for — this is a joyous day.”
Before the final blessing, Msgr. Reinersman thanked
Bishop Foys for his presence and the Sisters of Notre
Dame and Divine Providence who were also present.
“Thank you Bishop
Foys for being here today
and thank you for your pastoral concern which, I
know, isn’t just
on days like
this but every
day. We have
benefited from
that mightily,”
M s g r .
Re i n e r s m a n
said. “I also
want
to
acknowledg e
the presence of
the women religious who are
here — Sisters
of Notre Dame

and Sisters of Divine Providence. Your presence today
shows us that your ministry here at the parish is ongoing
and that there is always a connection and a relationship of
love between the parish and the Sisters.”

Friday, October 1 and Friday, October 8
4:00 – 7:30 p.m.

(above) Parishioners
greet Bishop Foys after
the sesquicentennial
Mass, Sept. 19. (left)
Notre Dame Sisters
(from left) Rachel Nerone,
Paul Ann Hanneken,
Reinette Kroeger, Lynette
Shelton and Shannon
Kriege attend the
celebration. The Sisters
of Notre Dame ran the
parish school in its
earliest days.

Mother of God Cemetery
announces

VISITATION DAY
Sunday, September 26 at 1:30 p.m.
Services will be held in the Mausoleum Chapel.
Chairs will be available.

featuring:
Baked Cod & Salmon, Fried Catfish, Cod & Shrimp, Crab Cakes,
Hush Puppies, a Sampler Platter and a lot of homemade desserts
Carry-Out Only Set-ups & Sandwiches

Major Raffle
1st prize - $500
2nd prize - $200
3rd prize - $100
Directions: Take AA Highway (Rt. 9) from Wilder. Go 9 miles to Rt. 547
exit. Turn right and go 1 mile to church. For information call 859-635-2491.
Lic #0603
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History of St. Joseph Parish,
Cold Spring
Tom Ward
Messenger Contributor

The early history of St. Joseph Parish in Cold Spring is
somewhat sketchy. The exact date at which the first congregation of local Catholics was organized is not recorded.
The only thing clear is that its beginning was closely connected with the St. Joseph Orphan Asylum that Bishop
Augustus Toebbe founded in 1869 on the recently purchased Walsh property (near the site of the current
Disabled American Veterans building). Father Caspar
Wiese, chaplain of the orphanage, presided in 1870 at the
first recorded baptisms in Cold Spring.
During that same year, a small white, wooden frame
church was constructed with funds supplied by the small
group of Catholics in the area. Bishop Toebbe dedicated
the little church under the patronage of St. Joseph. It
seems that at that humble beginning the bishop established it as a parish with Father Wiese as the first pastor.
Within a few years, the parish had a school with one
teacher, Brother Joseph Merschmann of the Society of
Mary, who later became a diocesan priest and pastor of the
parish. By the end of the 1870s, St. Joseph School had 75
pupils and was staffed by the Sisters of Notre Dame.
During a succession of short pastorates, the population
of St. Joseph grew until a new pastor, Father Herman
Kramer, decided that a larger church was needed for the 68
families at that time. The new brick structure was dedicated by Bishop Toebbe on Oct. 8, 1882. It would be the parishioners’ house of worship for nearly 80 years.
A new school was built 10 years later during the pastorate of Father Francis X. Hund. This two-story structure
served until Father Joseph Broerman had a one-story
brick school constructed in 1929 about a quarter mile
south of the church on Highway 27, though set back from
the roadway. This school, however, with its four classrooms, did not prove spacious enough over the long run.
Suburban growth contributed immensely to the necessity of a larger building by mid-century. A post-war “veterans’ village” and other sub-divisions founded in the vicinity swelled the number of children in the parish. In only 20
years the 1929 school was found to be inadequate for the
number of pupils in the parish. Father Lawrence
Leinheuser, who became pastor in 1948, undertook the task
of providing an entirely new school. The larger building

with a combination gymnasium and auditorium was
dedicated on May 14, 1951
by Bishop William T.
Mulloy. It was designed so
that more rooms could be
easily added, which was
done just two years later.
The continued growth of
the parish population was
also the impetus for a larger church. This project also
fell to long-time pastor
Father Leinheuser. It made
sense to construct the new
church at the same location
as the new school; since
children had to walk down
Highway 27 from the
church to the school,
Father Leinheuser was
concerned for their safety,
fearing that “one or more of
them may be involved in an
accident.”
The parish engaged the
architectural
firm
of
Edward J. Schulte of
Cincinnati to design the
modern church with an
attached rectory. The contemporary structure had
several features that stood
out, especially the large
framed stain glass window
above the front entrance
and the wood panels painted with the likenesses of
several saints behind the
altar.
The
sanctuary
seemed to anticipate the
liturgical renewal that
would be advanced by the
Second Vatican Council

A new brick St. Joseph Church was dedicated by Bishop
Toebbe on Oct. 8, 1882 and would be the parishioners’
house of worship for nearly 80 years. It replaced a white
wooden structure built in 1870.
that was due to begin its first session in the fall of 1962.
Father Leinheuser celebrated the first Mass in the new
St. Joseph Church on Dec. 21, 1960. The church was officially dedicated by Bishop Richard H. Ackerman on April 9,
1961. The final touch was a tall bell tower in front of the
church, with three smaller bells that had been recast from
the old bell that cracked during the dismantling of the old
church. The tower was blessed by Msgr. Leinheuser (designated by Pope John XXIII as a Domestic Prelate in 1962) on
Dec. 19, 1963. The following year a convent was constructed
onsite for the sisters, bringing to completion the new St.
Joseph campus.
The lengthy pastorate of Father Leinheuser came to an
end in 1969 with the appointment of Father Charles Hoffer.
Following the Second Vatican Council, Father Hoffer initiated the first parish council at St. Joseph.
The parish had a brief moment in the national spotlight during the pastorate of Father Leroy Smith when a
visionary announced that there would be an apparition of
the Virgin Mary in the church on Aug. 31, 1992. Thousands
of people turned up, though there were differences of opinion whether there was really any manifestation of the
Blessed Virgin.
Following a capital campaign, the church was refurbished during the pastorate of Father Gerald Reinersman
and re-dedicated by Bishop Roger J. Foys on Jan. 30, 2011.
As St. Joseph celebrates its sesquicentennial this year, it is
the largest parish in Campbell County with a school that
won a National Blue Ribbon in 2018.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Playing for a Purpose
This year is the 13th annual “Playing for a Purpose” St. Henry District High School and Notre Dame Academy volleyball event. Teams from SHDHS and NDA came together for Mass the
Sunday before the game as a way to begin the week, which is filled with anticipation by both teams. This is the second consecutive year for the teams to attend Mass together. Since
SHDHS is hosting the match, St. Henry Church, Elsmere, was chosen as the host church.
A new adult faith formation program “Light a Fire:
Re-ignite Your Catholic Faith” will be held on the 2nd
and 4th Monday of each month,7 p.m. at Kelley Hall, St.
Joseph Parish, Cold Spring. The first session is Monday,
Sept. 27. The series is open to all adults and there is no
pre-registration required — individuals may simply show
up to any or all sessions based on their interest and availability.
A directed retreat for women and men focused on
“The Presence of God” will be held at St. Walburg
Monastery Guest House, Villa Hills, Oct. 8–10. Retreatants
are invited to join the monastic choir for Sunday Liturgy
of the Hours and Mass. Each retreatant will have a private room and enjoy individual spiritual direction on all
three days. Due to Covid-restrictions at the monastery,
lunch and dinner will be “on your own,” bringing food in
or going out. The number of retreatants is limited to six
persons. Arrangements and fees are determined with
your reservation. Spiritual directors are Benedictine
Sisters Cathy Bauer and Dorothy Schuette. Call 443-8515
or e-mail dorothysosb@gmail.com.
The fourth annual Rosary Coast to Coast event will be
held Oct. 10, 4 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Grotto of the Two Hearts. This is an international event
praying — under the protective mantle of Our Lady of
Guadalupe — for the spiritual health of the United States.
Rain or shine. Bring a chair.
Join the Covington Diocesan Division, World Apostolate
of Fatima, USA, Our Lady’s Blue Army to commemorate
the “104th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun” Oct. 13, at
Our Lady’s Farm, Falmouth. Rosary begins at 11 a.m. followed by a procession of Our Lady of Fatima and Mass at
11:30 a.m. Contact jeangeiman@gmail.com.
The 7th annual St. Joseph Academy golf outing, “Tee off
for the Kids,” Oct. 15, at The Willows Golf Course,
Independence. Shotgun start at 10:30 a.m.; cost $100/golfer,
which includes 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch buffet,
refreshments, and dinner. Proceeds to replace outdated A/C
units. Contact 485-6444 or lnix@sjawalton.com, or register
and pay online at https://sjawalton.com/Golf-Outing.

Wrapped in Mary’s mantle
Kindergarten students at St. Anthony School, Taylor Mill, had fun in the sunshine practicing shapes with chalk on the
playground. They also looked for shapes in the beautiful new Rosary Garden. The garden was designed by Father Ivan
Kalamuzi, pastor, and constructed with the help of several parishioners. It is a wonderful daily reminder of Mary’s love
and protection as she watches over the students on the playground.
The Bishop Brossart High School class of 1970 will
host its 50th class reunion at Bishop Brossart High
School Oct. 16. Call Ruth (Laible) Schadler 781-6318.
Reservations due by Sept. 30.
Our Savior Parish, Covington, annual Homecoming, Oct.
17, 9:30 a.m., Mass followed by finger foods and fellowship.

Summer Festivals
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington,
Sept. 24 and 25,
6 p.m.– midnight

St. Agnes Parish,
Ft. Wright, Oktoberfest,
Oct. 1 and 2,
5 p.m.–midnight;
Oct. 3, 3–8 p.m.

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.
921 Dudley Road
Edgewood, KY 41017
(859) 341-6666

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Everyone welcome.
The 19th annual Bishop Brossart High School Emerald
Gala is Nov. 13, Seither Sports Center, 7 p.m.–12 a.m. The
theme for the night is Totally 80s. For information, visit
BBHSGala2021.GiveSmart.com or e-mail gala@bishopbrossart.org.
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MENTAL HEALTH &
PREGNANCY/ADOPTION COUNSELOR

SCHOOL CAFETERIA MANAGERS
The School Food Services Office of the Diocese of Covington
Department of Catholic Schools seeks candidates for School Cafeteria
Managers at Bishop Brossart High School and Blessed Sacrament
School. Monday - Friday, during the school year. The School Cafeteria
Manager’s primary responsibilities involve overall supervision of the
School’s meals program, including: managing employees; ordering,
receiving, and managing inventory; preparing and serving meals;
operating the point-of-sale system; and interacting with school staff,
students, and their parents. Organizational and interpersonal skills
are essential to this position. To request an application, contact
Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org. Scan and return the
completed application by e-mail, including references with
contact e-mail addresses and compensation history. Applications may
also be faxed to 859/392-1589.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Diocese of Covington’s Stewardship and Mission Services office
has an immediate full-time opening. This office is responsible for
stewardship formation and education; research and planning;
development of Diocese-wide support for parishes, ministries, and
schools in areas of programs; and business and fund development.
The Administrative Assistant supports the work of the Director, and
works collaboratively with two other members of a tight-knit team.
Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics with good skills in
MS Office software, and the multi-tasking environment also requires
good organizational ability and a very professional manner.
Send a comprehensive resume, along with a cover letter including
compensation history, and at least three references with contact
e-mail addresses by e-mail or by fax to Stephen Koplyay,
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859-392-1589.

CUSTODIAL/MAINTENANCE PERSON
St. Cecilia Parish is looking for a full-time custodial/maintenance
person. Responsibilities will include general cleaning of the building,
equipment and furnishings of the school to include offices, classrooms and common areas. Ensures proper care of equipment and
maintains supplies. May assist with general maintenance and other
duties as assigned. Must be VIRTUS trained. Send resume and/or
inquiries to stcsecretary@stcindependence.org.

CAFETERIA STAFF
Various schools in the Diocese of Covington
currently have openings for full-time, part-time and
substitute workers. Hours would occur during the
school day. Duties include food preparation, serving
and general cleanup. Interested individuals may
contact Jackie Kaiser at jkaiser@covdio.org, or
call her at 859/392-1536.

CLIENT SERVICES SPECIALIST
The Diocese of Covington Catholic Charities
is seeking to hire a client care services specialist.
The position is 40 hours per week. Its primary
purpose is to assist, serve and support clients and
inquirers seeking services and assistance, manage
their case files and provide customer service
through the entire process. Also, provide other
office administrative support. To apply, e-mail or
fax a letter of interest along with a C-V or
comprehensive resume with compensation history,
and a minimum of five references with their contact
email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589. Must be
practicing Catholic. Please see job posting at
https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-events/
job-opportunities for more complete details.

The Diocese of Covington’s Catholic Charities
ministry is seeking to hire a Counselor for our Mental
Health and Pregnancy/Adoption Programs. The position
is 40 hours per week, including some evening hours.
This staff person performs all the duties of a licensed
counselor for our general counseling practice serving
individuals and families, with a partial emphasis on
pregnancy and adoption. Major areas of responsibility
include providing assessment, case management,
diagnoses, and therapy to children, families, and adults
within the outpatient program; and facilitating groups,
and providing services to pregnant clients, their
partners, and/or their families, including counseling,
case management, parenting support, and foster care
coordination and supervision. The successful candidate
will be an actively-practicing Roman Catholic individual
with a Master’s degree in Social Work or a related field,
and experience with diverse populations of families,
couples, children, and adults. We prefer LCSW or LPCC
licensure, or eligibility within two years. Qualified
individuals should submit a letter of interest along with
a detailed resume or C-V, including compensation
history and at least 3 references with contact e-mail
addresses, by email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR
at skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859-392-1589.

Immediate opening for a

COLLISION TECHNICIAN
Three — Five years experience.
Must have tools.
Call (513) 221-5600, ext. 0241

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500
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The law of the Lord
(Continued from page 5)

we live. The narcissism inherent in our cultural milieu
browbeats us with temptations to look anywhere other
than the trustworthy decrees of the Lord for wisdom (cf.
Psalm 19). We are subjected to a drumbeat of deafening
worldliness that would have us believe that following the
“law of the Lord” and his way makes us simpletons and
rubes, unsophisticated people mystified by silly myths.
Interestingly, there is a myth at work in our times,
which Liel Leibovitz notes “is a tale of the pursuit of liberty” that is “possible only once faith is discarded.” And
underwriting this atheistic, hedonistic myth is the simple mantra: “wanton desires good, religion bad.”
Those who want to follow Christ seriously — and
there really is no other way — must put paid to this sensualist myth and therapeutic-idolatrous mentality which
has corrupted and confused many. Perhaps it is time we
make the words of Moses to Joshua our prayer, our aspiration, our hope, and our labor: “Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that the Lord might
bestow his spirit on them all!”
Father Phillip W. DeVous is the pastor of St. Charles
Parish, Flemingsburg and St. Rose of Lima Parish, Mays
Lick, Ky.

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

PARISH KITCHEN MANAGER
The Diocese of Covington Catholic Charities
ministry is seeking to hire a Manager to oversee the
day-to-day operations of its Parish Kitchen
community outreach program. This position is full-time,
generally 5 days M-F from 7:00 am-2:00 pm. The
Manager coordinates and manages on-site activities
of the Parish Kitchen, including the deployment,
coordination, and supervision of all staff and
volunteers, and also oversees day-to-day activities in a
way consistent with its mission, values, and personnel
policies. The Manager is an advocate for those served,
providing hospitality and offering assistance in
collaboration with other social service ministries.
Candidates should be practicing Roman Catholics with
a strong background in social services and/or ministry.
Core requirements include a Bachelor’s degree in a
human service or related field, and experience in food
service operations and management. Interested
individuals should submit a detailed resume, including
at least five references, along with a cover letter and
salary history by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
at skoplyay@covdio.org or 859/392-1589.

The Silent Generation
(Continued from page 5)

hood without television. Instead, we imagined what we
heard on radio. With no television, we spent our childhood playing outside and riding a bike if we were lucky
enough to have one. We did play outside and we did play
on our own. There was no Little League. There was no
city playground for kids. The lack of television in our
early years meant for most of us that we had little understanding of what the world was like. On Saturday afternoons, the movies gave us newsreels of the war sandwiched in between newsreels and cartoons. Telephones
were one to a house, often shared (party line) and hung
on the wall.”
Personally, my first bike was a Schwinn and I crashed
it against an iron gate on my first ride. Mom sold it the
next day. That caused more pain than the treating of my
gashed forehead. They used clamps instead of stitches.
That scar has finally disappeared. I finally got a new bike
and never crashed again … much. The movies were my
“babysitter” in the summer because my mother had to
work in downtown Cincinnati. From our walk-up flat in
Covington, I could walk to any of three theaters in about
10 minutes. It was a Monday through Friday “Life Of
Riley” for me. Newsreels were stark, dark, hard-to-forget
history lessons in bold black and white, projecting worldwide chunks of “what’s happening.” Forget “G” or “PG”
or “R” in those days. I give thanks for current movie and
television rating systems as a way to prevent harmful
surprises in films, on TV and as a stronger, more pointed
alert for parents and their children. During the period in
question, I learned how to take care of myself, to stay out
of trouble, how to avoid questionable companionships
and how great it feels to be trusted.
He wrote: “We were the last group who had to find out
for ourselves. As we grew up, the country was exploding
with growth. The G.I. Bill gave returning veterans the

means to get an education and spurred colleges to grow.
New highways and bridges would bring jobs and mobility. The veterans joined civic clubs and became active in
politics. The radio network expanded from three stations
to thousands of stations. Our parents were finally free
from the confines of the depression and the war and they
threw themselves into exploring opportunities they had
never imagined. We weren’t neglected, but we weren’t
today’s all-consuming family focus. They were glad we
played by ourselves until the street lights came on. They
were busy discovering the post-war world. We entered a
world of overflowing plenty and opportunity … a world
where we were welcomed. Depression poverty was deep
rooted and we learned to save and not be wasteful. Polio
was still a crippler. We are the last generation to experience an interlude when there were no threats to our
homeland. We came of age in the 40s and 50s. The war
was over and the cold war, terrorism, global warming
and perpetual economic insecurity had yet to haunt life
with unease. Our generation can remember both a time
of the war, a time when our world was secure and full of
bright promise and plenty. We have lived through them
both! We grew up at the best possible time, a time when
the world was getting better, not worse. We are the Silent
Generation — “The Last Ones.” More than 99 percent of
us are either retired or deceased and privileged to have
lived in the best of times.”
Personally, I was positively affected, certainly not
overnight, by careful goal-setting, patience, perseverance
and the development of sound priorities. None of the
aforementioned pluses could have happened along the
way without the help of some very dedicated teachers,
mentors, trusted friends, family and God’s good, unending graces.
Time now for you to ponder and for all of us to give
thanks.
Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for
the Diocese of Covington.
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Senior Mass
(Continued from page 2)

be like.”
An essential way to cope during times of transition is
to hold fast to the constants in life — faith and Jesus
Christ, he said.
“The one constant is Jesus Christ,” Bishop Foys said.
“The one person that we can be sure will never betray us,
and will never disappoint us, and will never let us down,
and will always be there, is Jesus Christ.”
In the first reading, Bishop Foys said, St. Paul offers
Timothy, words by which to live.
“’Teach and urge these things,’ he is telling Timothy,”
Bishop Foys said. “‘That there is one truth in life and that
is Jesus Christ. Whoever teaches something different,’ …
listen to this, … ‘who does not agree with the sound words
of our Lord, Jesus Christ,’ … ready, … ‘is conceited, understanding nothing, and has a morbid disposition for arguments and verbal disputes. From these come envy, rivalry,
insults, evil suspicions, and mutual friction among people
with corrupted minds, who are deprived of the truth.’
Tough words from Paul to Timothy.”
Bishop Foys told the seniors that this message does
relate to the high school senior Mass in an important way,
because it is the truth of Jesus Christ which is taught in
Catholic schools.
“The primary purpose of any Catholic school is to
transmit the faith,” said Bishop Foys. “A person who has
something precious wants to share that with others. This
is what we share with you: the truth, our faith, the one
thing — and in Jesus Christ the one person — on whom
you can rely the rest of your lives.”
The truths of the faith are often times challenged, especially during this pandemic, Bishop Foys said to the sen-

iors.
“People are angry and divided and fighting and choosing sides against everything and anything … vaccine, no
vaccine; mask, no mask; safe distancing, no safe distancing. It’s enough to make you sick,” Bishop Foys said. “In
the midst of it all is Jesus Christ, the one thing we can
depend on. All of this bickering, and fighting and protesting — listen — is from the devil. The devil’s way of achieving victory is to divide and conquer. So the devil seeks to
stir up anger, frustration, insults, division, dissention to
keep people apart from each other and away from the Lord.
We cannot give in to that.”
Again, St. Paul instructs Timothy, “‘Avoid all of this,’
instead, he said, ‘pursue righteousness, devotion, faith,
love, patience, and gentleness,’” said Bishop Foys. “This is
what we mean to teach you as we transmit the faith.”
As Mass ended, the seniors gave Bishop Foys a standing
ovation as Mrs. McGuire presented a gift and expressed
words of gratitude to Bishop Foys for his 19 years of leadership. Bishop Foys is preparing for his retirement Sept.
30.
“Sitting before you today is the class of 2022,” said Mrs.
McGuire. “These young men and women have had you as
their shepherd their entire lives. They, and thousands of
students who have had you as their bishop, will be touched
forever by your selfless gift of service to our diocese. Under
your leadership Catholic education has always been a priority. We will continue to live and pass on the faith as you
have taught us … please know that we will continue to
pray for you as you hopefully get to enjoy some rest in your
retirement.”
As is his tradition, Bishop Foys instructed principals to
arrange a day off of school within the next two weeks for
the seniors as a gift from him.

National/World

Faith must identify with those who
suffer, pope says at Mass
ŠAŠTIN, Slovakia — The world needs Christians who are
“signs of contradiction,” who demonstrate the beauty of the
Gospel rather than hostility toward others, Pope Francis said.
Celebrating Mass on the final day of his apostolic trip to Slovakia
Sept. 15, the pope said the country needed such prophets who are
“models of fraternal life, where society is experiencing tension
and hostility,” especially toward those who often feel unwelcome.
Slovakia needs Christians who are “bringers of the sweet fragrance of hospitality and solidarity, where personal and collective
selfishness too often prevails, protectors and guardians of life
where the culture of death reigns,” he said. The Marian basilica
in Šaštin, which draws thousands of pilgrims each year, features
a 16th-century statue of Our Lady of Sorrows venerated by Slovak
Catholics. The pope’s visit to the shrine coincided with the feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows. Following in the footsteps of St. John Paul
II, who visited the shrine in 1995, Pope Francis visited the basilica
privately to pray before the statue of Mary with Slovakia’s bishops, the Vatican said. Reciting a prayer on behalf of himself and
the bishops present, the pope sought Mary’s intercession for them
“in the joys and struggles of our ministry.”

Texas bishops highlight state-funded
program to help pregnant women
WASHINGTON — Amid heated discussion surrounding the
new abortion law in Texas, which bans abortions from six weeks,
Catholic bishops have emphasized the importance of a long-running state program to help pregnant women. “Texas has invested
hundreds of millions of dollars in programs for pregnant moms
and families,” said a statement issued by the Texas Catholic
Conference, two days after the new law went into effect. The conference, which is the public policy arm of the state’s Catholic
bishops, was referring to the state-funded program Alternatives
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to Abortion, which started in 2005. The program provides funds
for pregnancy centers which offer counseling services and
resources to women in crisis pregnancies. “Hundreds of pregnancy and parenting support programs and adoption services in our
state provide practical resources to women and families facing
overwhelming circumstances,” the group’s Sept. 3 statement said.
The Texas Catholic Conference noted that “pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes and our neighborhoods. As
Pope Francis reminds us, our parishes must be ‘islands of mercy
in the midst of a sea of indifference.’” The conference also
stressed that “everyone in the parish should know where to refer a
pregnant woman in need.”

Bishops reject abortion funding in
budget bill’s health care provisions
WASHINGTON — Two Catholic archbishops Sept. 17 objected
to House committees advancing portions of the $3.5 trillion budget
bill, known as the Build Back Better Act, with language that funds
abortions added to wording they support to improve access to
affordable health care for all. The funding of abortion, “the deliberate destruction of our most vulnerable brothers and sisters —
those in the womb — cannot be included,” said Archbishop Joseph
F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, chairman of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities,
and Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of
the USCCB’s Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development. “Congress can, and must, turn back from including
taxpayer funding of abortion, in the Build Back Better Act,” they
said. “We urge all members of Congress and the administration to
work in good faith to advance important and life-saving health

Relic Shrine of St. Paul
(Continued from page 1)

meaning “St. Paul, pray for us.” During the altar’s consecration, a first-class relic of St. Paul was sealed in a new
altar stone.
The concept, design, and construction of the altar and
altarpiece were overseen by Father Jordan Hainsey, the
diocesan custos of the holy relics. Before entering the seminary, Father Jordan earned a bachelor’s degree in graphic
design at St. Vincent College. He also worked at St.
Vincent’s gallery, where he received some hands-on experience working with artifacts, paintings and sculptures.
“One of the collections that we had within the gallery
was a collection of relics, and I was tasked with displaying
those,” Father Hainsey said. “So that was kind of my first
exposure to relics … displaying them … then working on
narratives that explain to people what they were, and the
devotional life in the church that is attached to them.”
Bishop Foys appointed Father Hainsey as the diocesan
custos of holy relics; his work is focused on expanding the
collection, caring for it, and promoting relic devotion
throughout the Diocese of Covington.
Father Hainsey is currently working on a collection of

care provisions without forcing Americans to pay for the deliberate destruction of unborn human life.” Archbishops Naumann
and Coakley’s joint statement came in response to the Sept. 15
markup of the legislation by the House Committee on Ways and
Means and the House Committee on Energy and Commerce to
include the abortion funding provision.

South Sudan Church leaders frustrated
by lack of progress in nuns’ murders
JUBA, South Sudan — One month after two Catholic sisters
were executed on a road in South Sudan, their killers remain
unidentified, and Church leaders are losing patience with an
apparent lack of progress in resolving the murder. In a Sept. 15
pastoral message, the country’s bishops stated that they “condemn
unreservedly” the Aug. 16 killing of Sacred Heart Sisters Mary
Daniel Abud and Regina Roba, who died with several others during an attack on their chartered bus on the road between Juba and
Nimule. While government leaders quickly condemned the
killings, they suggested responsibility lay with a rebel group with
which they’ve been at war since 2013. Survivors of the attack,
however, reported the killers wore military uniforms and spoke
Dinka and Arabic, suggesting that they were government soldiers.
On Aug. 17, President Salva Kiir said the attack demonstrated the
lack of commitment to peace among those who did not sign a 2018
peace agreement, and thus the government would “reconsider its
position” toward ongoing talks, with the holdout groups mediated
by the Community of Sant’Egidio. While the bishops called for forgiveness, they demanded that the killers be “identified and held to
account. We reject the language of ‘unknown gunmen.’ The local
community usually knows who the killers are, but they (killers)

information that will soon be available at the relic altar. It
will include a diagram of where every relic is, and will
have a brief description for each one — what kind of relic
it is, which saint or blessed it belongs to, and what happened in that person’s life.
When asked about the importance of relics, Father
Hainsey said, “The relics really remind us that saints were
real people. Oftentimes we can … conceive a saint in our
head as somebody who lives such an exemplary life of holiness that we can never achieve that, but by examining the
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are allowed to escape with impunity. We reject attempts to use this
tragedy to derail the peace process,” the bishops stated.

German bishops’ plenary assembly
begins with appeals on Church reform
FULDA, Germany — The German bishops’ plenary assembly
began with urgent appeals for Church reform and a reminder to
heed admonitions from Pope Francis. Bishop Georg Bätzing, conference president, called on all bishops to embrace radical change,
reported the German Catholic news agency KNA. He said visible
changes were needed soon in the Synodal Path German church
reform project, which could be a “door opener” for the worldwide
synodal process launched by the pope. Meanwhile, Archbishop
Nikola Eterovic, the pope’s ambassador to Germany, repeatedly
urged the bishops to preserve the unity of the Church and to follow the pope’s directives. At the start of the Sept. 20-23 assembly,
Catholic reform groups and women’s associations held demonstrations demanding rapid and fundamental reforms, warning that
this was the only way for the Church to restore its credibility.
Bishop Bätzing called on his fellow bishops to agree radical
changes are needed in the way they work and in their understanding of their ministry. In his sermon at the opening service, the
Limburg bishop criticized the way some bishops have acted in
preparation for the Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Synodal Assembly, part of the
Synodal Path, an attempt to revitalize the Church and restore
trust following a September 2018 church-commissioned report that
detailed thousands of cases of sexual abuse by Catholic clergy
over six decades. Bishop Bätzing said for the upcoming controversial reform debates, “the spirit and courage for a turnaround”
were needed.

lives of the saints, we see that they are real people just like
us. They made mistakes, they had difficult times, and they
sinned, but they rose above that. They lived a holy life as
best they could. And the relics remind us of that, that we
too can be what they are now in heaven.”
The Relic Shrine of St. Paul at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption is now open for public viewing. Visit covcathedral.com for information on when the
Cathedral is open to visitors.

