
NEW YORK (CNS) — Pope Francis is inviting the faithful to 
pray, listen, discern and exam-
ine themselves personally and 
the Church communally to 
determine how to better follow 
the path of  Jesus, New York 
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan 
said in opening the two-year 
churchwide synodal process. 

The pope’s call to synodality 
— listening to the wide commu-
nity of  voices within the 
Church in “the art of  
encounter” to discern a path 
forward — will help remind the 
faithful of  Christ’s essential 
teaching, the cardinal said in a 
homily delivered Oct. 17 at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 

In the Diocese of  Covington, 
Bishop John Iffert will open the 
synodal process Nov. 7 with 
Mass at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. Pastors in the 
Diocese of  Covington will join 
Bishop Iffert by offering a peti-
tion for the success of  the synod 
at each Mass that weekend at 
their parish. 

Pope Francis opened the 
synodal process at the Vatican 
Oct. 9-10, leading to the launch 
of  the listening process in dio-
ceses worldwide Oct. 17. The 
pope has described the synodal 
path in advance of  the Synod of  
Bishops in fall 2023 as a journey 
in which the entire church 
must be invited to participate. 

For his part, Cardinal Dolan 
described the process as one in 
which the pope “has asked us 
all to commence an examina-
tion of  conscience on how we as 
a Church are living up to the 
model of  the Church given us 
by Jesus.” 

The cardinal said that every-
one in the Church — clergy at 
all levels, men and women reli-
gious, all laypeople and commu-
nities of  faith — bring gifts to 
the Church. Such gifts, or 
charisms, ranging from wor-
ship and prayer to teaching, 
healing, social service and 
administration, can be used to 
teach the world about Jesus, he 
explained. 

In his homily, Cardinal 
Dolan detailed several “non-
negotiables” that have been 
part of  the Church’s 2,000-year 
history. 

Specifically, he said, the 
“energy and direction driving 
the Church” is rooted in the 
Holy Spirit rather than individ-
uals. In addition, he added, the 
principles that guide the 
Church are rooted in the Gospel 
and “the patrimony of  the 
Church’s settled teaching.” 

In addition, the innate digni-

ty of  every human person and the inherent sacredness of  all 
human life “are the towering 
moral lighthouses on our 
path,” Cardinal Dolan said. 

He also noted that the return 
to God after earthly life “is 
most effectively accomplished 
precisely as a journey as we 
walk with and accompany each 
other, with Jesus as our guide.” 

The earthly journey 
requires the faithful to “pay 
special attention” to people on 
the margins of  society, particu-
larly the sick, poor and weak, 
Cardinal Dolan said. Wealth, he 
continued, “only comes from 
faith, trust, prayer, the sacra-
ments” and God’s grace. 

Finally, he said, “mercy, love, 
invitation, humility, joy, self-
less, generous service and good 
example are our only tools, 
never harshness, condemna-
tion or pride.” 

“That seems to be synodali-
ty in a nutshell. We are loyal 
Catholics. The Holy Father has 
asked us to help him keep the 
Church always under the direc-
tion Jesus, our good shepherd, 
intends,” he said. 

The launch in dioceses 
begins a two-year process that 
culminates in the Synod of  
Bishops in October 2023. The 
synod is expected to adopt a 
final document that will guide 
the continuing development of  
a synodal church going into the 
future. 

Dioceses and parishes will 
be engaged in nearly six 
months of  discussions, or con-
sultations, in which people 
from across the church will be 
invited to participate. 

Each diocese is being asked 
to submit a summary of  local 
discussions by August 15 to the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops, which will then take a 
month to synthesize in a final 
written presentation for the 
Vatican. 

Once the Vatican receives 
the synthesized reports of  
diocesan meetings from bish-
ops’ conferences around the 
world, the Secretariat of  the 
Synod of  Bishops will draft the 
“instrumentum laboris,” or 
working document, to guide 
continental or regional eccle-
sial assemblies that will take 
place by March 2023. 

Those assemblies will pro-
duce another set of  documents 
that will help in the drafting of  
a second working document for 
the Synod of  Bishops in 
October 2023. The synod is 
expected to produce a final doc-
ument on synodality through-
out the Church.
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Daylight Savings Time 

ends Nov. 7 
Messenger readers are reminded 
to set their clocks back one hour 
before going to bed this Saturday, 
unless you want an extra hour to 
pray at church before Mass. Your 
local fire department also reminds 
you to change the batteries in 
your smoke detector.

For a Synodal Church …  
communion, participation mission 

In the Diocese of Covington,  
Bishop John Iffert will open the synod process 

with Mass, Nov. 7, 10 a.m.  
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 

Covington.

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
Prayer of  invocation to the Holy Spirit for an ecclesial 

assembly of  governance or discernment 
Every session of  the Second Vatican Council began with 

the prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of  the 
Latin original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy 
Spirit,” which has been historically used at Councils, 
Synods and other Church gatherings for hundreds of  
years, being attributed to Saint Isidore of  Seville  
(c. 560 - 4 April 636). As we are called to embrace this  
synodal path of  the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer invites  
the Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a 
community and a people of  grace. 

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 

as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 

make Yourself  at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 

and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 

nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of  truth 

and what is right. 

All this we ask of  You, 

who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of  the Father and the Son, 

forever and ever.    

Amen.
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

Bishop John Iffert recently celebrated Mass for both the 
legal and healthcare professions. 

The twenty-third annual Red Mass, sponsored by the St. 
Thomas More Society of  Greater Cincinnati, was held Oct. 
26 at Mother of  God Church, Covington. The annual Mass, 
which welcomes justices, judges, lawyers and other mem-
bers of  the legal profession is held every other year in the 
Diocese of  Covington. The celebration is held in the 
Archdiocese of  Cincinnati on the alternate years. Then, on 
Oct. 28, Bishop Iffert celebrated a White Mass for those min-
istering in the healthcare profession. The White Mass is 
sponsored by the Diocese of  Covington Sts. Teresa of  
Calcutta and Faustina Guild of  the Catholic Medical 
Association and was held at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. 

For the first time, the St. Thomas More Society of  
Greater Cincinnati presented one of  its members the St. 
Thomas More Award. Justice Donald Wintersheimer 
received the honor posthumously. The award recognizes 

those persons 
who the Society 
d e t e r m i n e s 
upholds the val-
ues of  being a 
devout Roman 
Catholic and 
has exhibited a 
life of  service 
to the Church, 
the community 
and the legal 
profession. 

In his homi-
lies, Bishop 
Iffert shared 
deeply moving 
personal expe-
riences demon-
strating God’s 

goodness through 
the ministries of  justice and healing. 

At the Red Mass, Bishop Iffert shared that, when he was 
a young boy, he neglected to properly perform his farm 
chores, which led to the suffering and near loss of  one of  the 
cows in his family’s herd. His dad led him to not only admit-
ting his mistake but also to restitution by allowing him to 
help rescue the cow. In the end, his dad thanked him for his 
help, assured him that he had made things right, and then 
never mentioned the incident again. 

“I learned something from him that night about justice, 
and how it affects us,” Bishop Iffert said. “I learned that a 
just response should help us understand what we did 
wrong; should give us the opportunity to correct our errors 
as best we can; should never devastate the individual who 
has offended; should, as much as possible, be geared toward 
rebuilding relationships that have been devastated and 
reuniting the person who has done wrong with the commu-
nity.” 

Bishop Iffert ended his homily empathizing with judges 
for the agonizing decisions they are required to make every 

day. 
“Man’s justice can’t always be like God’s,” Bishop Iffert 

said. “You operate in a world of  severe restrictions. You 
must operate within the law as it is established. You have 
constraints in the world you are functioning in and some-
times seeking that transcendental type of  justice isn’t 
always there. Justice flows from the Divine Creator. The sys-
tems in which we live and work must take their lead from 
the law of  God written on our hearts. Thank you for the 
work you do … Thank you for the time you take to protect 
the dignity of  the human person in everything you do, in 
every judgment you make.” 

At the White Mass, Bishop Iffert shared in his homily 
how, 25 years ago, his mother was diagnosed with leukemia. 
Her prognosis and resulting treatment left him terrified 
and groaning before the Lord. 

“I thought of  myself  as having a spiritual life,” he said, 
acknowledging that at that time he was about to be ordained 
to the transitional diaconate and in seven months to the 
priesthood. “But … the only prayer I could manage was a 
groan; that’s where I learned what it means when it says in 
Scripture, ‘the spirit prays for us in moanings and utter-
ances when we do not know how to pray.’ I was so concerned 
for my mother that my whole spiritual life became simply 
sitting there before the Lord.” 

His mother’s doctor, he said, recognized that they were a 
family of  faith and encouraged them to pray that she and 
the medical team would find the exact diagnosis and then 
the exact treatment for his mother. 

“The doctor greeted us that day, embraced our life of  
faith. I’m not sure if  she shared that faith or not, but she 
drew us into my mother’s treatment from the very first 
moment and included a space for our prayer life, for our 
faith, to participate in her treatment,” he said. 

His mother spent a total of  four months in the hospital 
and he praised the doctors, nurses and housekeeping staff  
for being there for the entire family, making small talk and 
silly jokes, anything they could to lighten the journey. 

“Those good people made all the difference for us; our 
family, our faith and the support of  those medical workers 
who saw us through the time when all we could do is 
groan,” Bishop Iffert said. “I doubt any of  those doctors or 
nurses are here today. But I know that all of  the men and 
women who work in our hospitals, work in our clinics, who 
work in our doctors’ offices, who work in our oncology treat-
ment centers, who work in our surgical centers — all of  
them have helped someone through that kind of  struggle, 
through that kind of  journey. And I want you to know, that 
when you have done that and you have tended to the body 
and you have tended to the anxiety and you have tended to 
the fear and you have walked along side of  all that — what 
you have done is build up the Body of  Christ.” 

Bishop Iffert ended his homily in gratitude. 
“Thank you for your service, to my family and to the 

many, many families you serve every day. And of  course, in 
this dire situation — the pandemic — which has cost so 
many of  you so dearly — thank you. Together let us keep 
our eyes on Jesus. Let us love one another. Let us accompa-
ny one another. And let Jesus and his Spirit build us up into 
an edifice, an organism, a body of  faith, following in his 
way.”

Bishop Iffert celebrates Red Mass and White 
Mass for judicial and healthcare workers

(above left and center) Bishop John Iffert was the  
celebrant for the twenty-third annual Red Mass,  
Oct. 26, sponsored by the St. Thomas More Society of  
Greater Cincinnati. 

(above right) Bishop Iffert accepts the gifts. 

(below) Justices and judges during the recessional. 
Members of  the judicial profession are invited to 
attend the annual Red Mass. This year’s Mass was 
held at Mother of  God Church, Covington.

(above left) Bishop John Iffert was the celebrant for the annual White Mass, Oct. 28, sponsored by 
the Diocese of  Covington Sts. Teresa of  Calcutta and Faustina Guild of  the Catholic Medical 
Association. 
(above right) Faye Roch, director, Pro-Life Office was the lector at the White Mass. 

(above) Members of  the healthcare community 
attend the White Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of  
the Assumption, Covington.



Laura Keener 
Editor 

The annual cemetery visitations were held Oct. 30 
in the Diocese of  Covington. Bishop John Iffert visited 
the three diocesan cemeteries — St. John and St. Mary 
cemeteries in Ft. Mitchell and St. Stephen Cemetery, 
Ft. Thomas — greeting and praying with the family 
and friends of  those who are interred there. 

During the prayer service, Bishop Iffert read aloud 
the names of  those who died from October 2020 to 
October 2021 and are buried at each of  the cemeteries. 
At. St. Mary Cemetery, Bishop Iffert visited and prayed 
at the graves of  the former Bishops of  Covington. 

In his comments before the prayer service Bishop 
Iffert referred to a letter written by Pope Francis on 
the significance of  Catholic cemeteries and how pray-
ing for the dead not only helps the dead to achieve 
heaven but also reminds the prayer of  their own mor-
tality. 

“Cemeteries are places where we are buried so that 
others who come after us can come to the place where 
we’re buried and be reminded to pray for us,” Bishop 
Iffert said. “To gather and to pray for those who have 
gone before us, helps us to remember our own mortal-
ity. If  we remember that we are not created for this 
world, then maybe it will remind us that we are creat-
ed for life with God. If  we remember that we are creat-
ed for life with God, maybe it will improve the way live 
in this world.” 

In a related story, Catholic News Service is report-
ing that the Vatican has again extended the period of  
time when people can earn a plenary indulgence for 

visiting a cemetery and praying for the souls of  the 
faithful in purgatory. 

Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, head of  the Apostolic 
Penitentiary, a Vatican tribunal dealing with matters 
of  conscience, said the indulgences traditionally 
obtained during the first week of  November can be 
gained throughout the entire month of  November, the 
Vatican announced Oct. 28. 

Traditionally, the faithful could receive a full indul-
gence each day from Nov. 1 to Nov. 8 when they visited 
a cemetery to pray for the departed and fulfilled other 
conditions, and, in particular, when they went to a 
church or an oratory to pray Nov. 2, All Souls’ Day. 

Because of  the pandemic and the popularity in 
many cultures of  visiting cemeteries for All Souls’ 
Day, some local governments and dioceses closed 
cemeteries in the first week of  November to prevent 
crowding. That led Cardinal Piacenza to issue a decree 
in 2020 extending the period for the indulgences. 

The decree for 2021 renewed those provisions. 
Indulgences are granted when a Catholic visits a 

cemetery to pray for the dead, goes to confession, 
attends Mass and receives the Eucharist and prays for 
the intentions of  the pope. 

An indulgence is a remission of  the temporal pun-
ishment one deserves for one’s 
sins; people often will seek 
the indulgence on behalf  of  a 
loved one who has died or, espe-
cially in early November, for an 
unknown soul in purgatory. 
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Cemetery visitations remind mourners  
that they are created for life with God

Nov. 6 
Religious jubilee celebration, Mass, 
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 10 a.m. 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica, 4:30 p.m. 

Nov. 7 
Mass, Cathedral Basilia, 10 a.m. 

Nov. 8 
Confirmation, St. Therese Parish, Southgate, 
7 p.m. 

 

 

Nov. 9 
Confirmation, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright,  
7 p.m. 

Nov. 10 
Confirmation, St. Anthony Parish,  
Taylor Mill, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 11 
Confirmation, St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 12 
Blue Ribbon School celebration, St. Henry 
District High School, Erlanger, 2 p.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Bishop John Iffert celebrated 
cemetery visitations at three 
diocesan cemeteries, Oct. 30. 
(far left) Bishop Iffert reads 
the names of  the persons 
who have died this year and 
are interred at St. Stephen 
Cemetery, Ft. Thomas. 
(left) At St. John Cemetery, 
Ft. Mitchell, attendees join 
Bishop Iffert in praying mid-
day prayer for the dead. 
(right) Bishop Iffert visits the 
graves of  the former bishops 
of  Covington at St. Mary 
Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell. 
(right center) Bishop Iffert 
greets family and friends 
attending the visitation at  
St. Stephen Cemetery. 
(below right) Bishop Iffert 
thanks those attending the 
visitation at St. Mary 
Cemetery. 
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

In a letter to parents, which was sent to principals Nov. 
3, Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  schools, announced 
a new matrix that will be used to determine when teachers, 
students and school personnel will be required to 
wear masks in schools. 

The updated guidance was developed 
and reviewed by a committee of  dioce-
san employees and is approved by 
Bishop John Iffert. It will go into 
effect Nov. 8. It affirms the 
Northern Kentucky Health 
Department and Kentucky 
Department of  Health’s rec-
ommendation for all stu-
dents and school personnel 
to wear mask indoors. It also 
allows schools to offer par-
ents the option of  not having 
their child wear a mask dur-
ing those times of  low case 
activity both in the county and 
in the school. 

“As shared in previous com-
munications, our office reviews the 
daily case data reported by the 
Kentucky Department of  Public 
Health,” Mrs. McGuire said in the letter to 
parents. “We also look at national and internation-
al case trends. We are able to compare this data to our own 
COVID-19 data from this school year as well as the 2020-
2021 school year. This information has given us great 
insight to help make decisions moving forward that are 
best for our students, staff  and schools.” 

Under the updated Diocese of  Covington Return to 
School protocols, anyone in a school is required to wear a 
mask whenever community is spread is high — or in the 
Red Zone — as determined by the Kentucky Department of  
Health (KDH). The same is true if  there are five or more 
COVID-19 cases in the school. 

The KDH reports community spread daily. School 
administrators will be required to check the KDH report 
once a week — on Thursdays. If  the county in which the 
school resides is not in the Red Zone on Thursday, masks 
will be recommended, not required, for the upcoming 
week. 

Additionally, whenever a school reports its fifth case of  
COVID-19, masks will be immediately required, returning 
to recommended once case activity drops below five cases 
in the school community. 

A more burdensome problem for administrators, teach-
ers and students has been the quarantining of  healthy stu-
dents that are determined to be close contacts to a class-
mate that has developed COVID-19. Students learn best 
when they are in the classroom with their teacher and 

other classmates. Also, the isolation students experience 
during a seven to 10-day quarantine is having a negative 
mental health effect. 

“Our school principals and counselors have reported a 
significant increase in the need for mental health services 

for our students over the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 
school year,” Mrs. McGuire said. 

Currently there are two ways for stu-
dents to avoid a quarantine: students 

that are fully vaccinated and stu-
dents that are masked do not 

need to quarantine if  a nearby 
classmate develops COVID-
19. 

The updated protocols 
offer parents a third option 
— Test to Stay. With the 
Test to Stay option, stu-
dents that are determined 
to be a close contact to a 
classmate will need to 

immediately have a negative 
PCR test to remain in the 

classroom. Testing will not be 
available at the school. Instead 

parents will need to have their 
child tested at one of  the local test-

ing sites. Many of  these sites offer free 
testing, with results available in 24 hours. 

As long as the student does not develop symp-
toms, he or she can remain in the classroom, wearing a 
mask. The student will need to have a second PCR test on 
or after the fifth day of  exposure. If  the second test is neg-
ative, the student can return to normal protocols on day 
eight. 

“During the 2020-2021 school year, our anecdotal evi-
dence was clear that the majority of  students quarantined 
from a close contact at school did not end up testing posi-
tive for COVID-19,” said Mrs. McGuire. “This school year, 
we tracked the students quarantined due to a close contact 
in the school setting.” The results, she said, remained the 
same: over 94 percent of  the students quarantined did not 
develop symptoms or test positive for COVID-19. 

“According to our data, the likelihood of  testing positive 
from a close contact exposure at school was uncommon 
and nearly the same whether students were masked or 
unmasked,” Mrs. McGuire said. 

Additional data the committee reviewed which has led 
to the updated protocols and has been provided to parents 
include: 

Current Case Activity – Diocese of  Covington Schools 
(data gathered by the Diocese of  Covington as of  Nov. 1, 
2021) 

— 33 of  37 schools have no active COVID-19 cases among 
students or staff. 

— There are a total of  4 positive COVID-19 cases, 3 stu-
dents and 1 staff  member, one case each at four different 
schools. 

— During the month of  October, on average, 26 schools 
had no positive cases. 

Mrs. McGuire said that after gathering and reviewing a 
variety of  data over the last few weeks, the COVID 
Committee has concluded the following: 

— The transmission of  COVID-19 in the school setting 
remains uncommon. 

— Children are primarily getting COVID-19 in their 
homes or from family/social gatherings. 

— Children are not spreading COVID-19 to adults in the 
school setting. 

— The majority of  children exposed to COVID-19 in the 
school setting will not develop symptoms or test positive 
for COVID-19. 

— We are not seeing COVID-19 transmission at large 
events. These have included homecomings, full Masses, 
sporting events — both indoor and outdoor — festivals, 
retreats, and overnight trips which were held during this 
recent rise in cases. 

“This information is a snapshot of  some of  the data we 
have gathered and reviewed to help make decisions on 
COVID-19 protocols in schools,” Mrs. McGuire said. “We 
will continue to gather and analyze various data points to 
inform school procedures and promote the health and 
well-being of  all our students and staff.” 

Mrs. McGuire’s letter along with the data sent to par-
ents is available online at www.covdio.org/public-health-
concerns/.

Diocesan COVID protocols updated to allow ‘mask recommended’  
at schools with low case activity, add Test to Stay option
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COMMENTARY

Hannah Arendt, totalitarianism and  
the distinction between fact and fiction

I am currently making my way through D.C. 
Schindler’s marvelous book “The Politics of  the Real: The 
Church Between Liberalism and Integralism.” This text 
will be of  interest to anyone passionate about the vexed 
and much-discussed issue of  the relation between reli-

gion and politics. But I 
would like to draw particu-
lar attention to the epigram 
that Schindler chose for his 
book, an observation that is 
meant to haunt the minds 
of  his readers as they con-
sider his particular argu-
ments. 

It is drawn from the 
writings of  Hannah 
Arendt, the twentieth-cen-
tury German-Jewish schol-
ar most famous for her 
lucubrations on the phe-
nomenon of  totalitarian-

ism, and it is of  remarkable relevance to our present cul-
tural conversation. She said: “The ideal subject of  totali-
tarian rule is not the convinced Nazi or the convinced 
Communist, but people for whom the distinction between 
fact and fiction (i.e., the reality of  experience) and the dis-
tinction between the true and the false (i.e., the standards 
of  thought) no longer exist.”   

We might define totalitarianism as the controlling of  
every aspect of  life by the arbitrary will of  a powerful 
individual or group. If  this is accurate, we see why 
Arendt worried about the blurring of  distinctions 
between the real and the unreal, between truth and falsi-
ty. 

The objectively good and the objectively true have 
their own intrinsic authority — that is to say, they com-
mand, by their very excellence, the obedience of  the 
receptive mind and the responsive will. So, for example, 
in the presence of  mathematical truths, scientific data 
and philosophical arguments, the mind surrenders, and 
rejoices in its surrender. It does not arbitrarily impose 
itself  on things as with totalitarianism; rather, the intrin-
sic truth of  things imposes itself  on the mind and there-

by awakens it to its purpose. In the language of  Thomas 
Aquinas, the intelligibility of  the world actualizes the 
mind. 

In a similar way, the intrinsic goodness of  things 
engages, excites and actualizes the will. Aquinas said that 
the will is simply the appetitive dimension of  the intel-
lect, by which he meant that the good, understood as 
such, is automatically desired. The point is that, once 
again, the subjective faculty does not impose itself  on 
reality, making good whatever it wants to be good; rather, 
on the contrary, what is densely and objectively good com-
mands the will by its own authority. And as I have argued 
often before, this acquiescence of  the will is not a nega-
tion of  freedom but the discovery of  authentic freedom: 
the same St. Paul who said that he was a slave of  Christ 
Jesus also said that it was for freedom that Christ had set 
him free. That apparent contradiction is in fact the para-
dox produced by the fact that the will is most itself  when 
it accepts the authority of  the objective good. 

Now, does anyone doubt that we are living in a society 
that puts such stress on the feelings and desires of  indi-
viduals that it effectively undermines any claim to objec-
tivity in regard to truth and goodness? Does anyone 
doubt that the default position of  many in our culture is 
that we are allowed to determine what is true and good 
for us? 

Some years ago, as part of  a social experiment, a five-
foot, nine-inch white man went on a university campus 
and randomly asked students passing by whether they 
would consider him a woman if  he said he felt he was a 
woman. A number of  students said they were okay with 
that. Then he inquired whether they would accept that he 
was a Chinese woman, if  that’s what he claimed to be. 
One student answered: “If  you identified as Chinese, I 
might be a little surprised, but I would say good for you — 
be who you are.” Finally, he wondered whether they 
would agree that he was a six-foot-five Chinese woman. 
This last suggestion seemed to throw his interlocutors a 
bit. But one young man answered: “If  you … explained 
why you felt you were six-foot-five, I feel like I would be 
very open to saying you were six-foot-five, or Chinese, or a 
woman.” 

Do you recall the Academy Award–winning film “The 

Shape of  Water,” in which a woman falls in love with an 
aquatic creature? The title of  that movie gives away the 
game: a dispiriting number of  people in our culture feel 
that the only shape is the shape of  water — which is to 
say, no shape at all, except the one that we choose to pro-
vide. 

With all of  this in mind, let us return to Hannah 
Arendt. What opens the door to totalitarianism is, she 
thought, the radical indifference to objective truth, for 
once objective value has been relativized or set aside 
entirely, then all that remain are wills competing for dom-
inance. And since the war of  all against all is intolerable 
in the long run, the strongest will shall eventually emerge 
— and inevitably impose itself  on the other wills. 

In a word, totalitarianism will hold sway. Notice, 
please, that one of  the features of  all totalitarian systems 
is strict censorship, for an authoritarian regime has to 
repress any attempt at real argument — which is to say, 
an appeal to an objective truth that might run counter to 
what the regime is proposing. 

The great Václav Havel was the first president of  the 
Czech Republic after the break-up of  the Soviet bloc and a 
famously dissenting poet who had been imprisoned for 
his positions against Communism. He commented that, 
through his writings, he had opened up a “space for 
truth.” Once that clearing was made, he said, others com-
menced to stand in it, which made the space bigger, and 
then more could join. This process continued until so 
many were in the space for truth that the regime, predi-
cated upon the denial of  truth, collapsed of  its own 
weight.  

I do believe that we are in a parlous condition today. 
The grossly exaggerated valuation of  private feelings and 
the concomitant denial of  objective truth and moral 
value have introduced the relentless war of  wills — and 
evidence of  this is on display in practically every aspect 
of  our culture. Unless some of  us open up a space for 
truth and boldly stand in it, despite fierce opposition, we 
are poised to succumb to the totalitarianism that Hannah 
Arendt so feared. 

Bishop Robert Barron is an Auxiliary Bishop of  the 
Archdiocese of  Los Angeles. Article originally published at 
WordOnFire.org.
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Beware of your inner circles
“No man is an island.” John Donne wrote those words 

four centuries ago and they are as true now as they were 
then, except we don’t believe them anymore. 

Today more and more of  
us are beginning to define 
our nuclear families and our 
carefully chosen circle of  
friends precisely as a self-suf-
ficient island and are becom-
ing increasing selective as to 
who is allowed on our island, 
into our circle of  friends and 
into the circle of  those we 
deem worthy of  respect. We 
define and protect our idio-
syncratic islands by a partic-
ular ideology, view of  poli-
tics, view of  morality, view 
of  gender and view of  reli-
gion. Anyone who doesn’t 

share our view is unwelcome and not worthy of  our time 
and respect. 

Moreover, contemporary media plays into this. Beyond 
the hundreds of  mainstream television channels we have to 
choose from, each with its own agenda, we have social media 
wherein each of  us can find the exact ideology, politics and 

moral and religious perspective that fosters, protects and iso-
lates our island and makes our little nuclear clique, one of  
self-sufficiency, exclusivity and intolerance. Today we all 
have the tools to plumb the media until we find exactly the 
“truth” we like. We have come a long way from the old days 
of  a Walter Cronkite delivering a truth we all could trust. 

The effects of  this are everywhere, not least in the 
increasingly bitter polarization we are experiencing vis-a-vis 
virtually every political, moral, economic and religious issue 
in our world. We find ourselves today on separate islands, 
not open to listen, respect or dialogue with anyone not of  
our own kind. Anyone who disagrees with me is not worthy 
of  my time, my ear and my respect; this seems to be the pop-
ular attitude today. 

We see some of  this in certain strident forms of  Cancel 
Culture and we see much of  it in the increasing hard, 
inward-turned face of  nationalism in so many countries 
today. What’s foreign is unwelcome, pure and simple. We will 
not deal with anything that challenges our ethos. 

What’s wrong with that? Almost everything. Irrespective 
of  whether we are looking at this from a biblical and 
Christian perspective or whether we are looking at it from 
the point of  view of  human health and maturity, this is just 
wrong. 

Biblically, it’s clear. God breaks into our lives in impor-
tant ways, mainly through “the stranger”, through what’s 

foreign, through what’s other, and through what sabotages 
our thinking and blows apart our calculated expectations. 
Revelation normally comes to us in the surprise, namely, in 
a form that turns our thinking upside down. Take for exam-
ple the incarnation itself. For centuries people looked for-
ward to the coming of  a messiah, a god in human flesh, who 
would overpower and humiliate all their enemies and offer 
them, those faithfully praying for this, honor and glory. They 
prayed for and anticipated a superman, and what did they 
get? A helpless baby lying in the straw. Revelation works like 
that. This is why St. Paul tells us to always welcome a 
stranger because it could in fact be an angel in disguise.  

All of  us, I am sure, at some point in our lives have per-
sonally had that experience of  meeting an angel in disguise 
inside a stranger whom we perhaps welcomed only with 
some reluctance and fear. I know in my own life, there have 
been times when I didn’t want to welcome a certain person 
or situation into my life. I live in a religious community 
where you do not get to choose who you will live with. You 
are assigned your “immediate family” and (but for a few 
exceptions when there is clinical dysfunction) like-minded-
ness is not a criterion as to who is assigned to live with each 
other in our religious houses. Not infrequently, I have had to 
live in community with someone who I would not, by choice, 
have taken for a friend, a colleague, a neighbor, or a member 

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Bishop Robert Barron

WORD ON FIRE

(Continued on page 25)
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Opening doors to refugees
President Joe Biden announced Oct. 8 that he would 

raise the cap for refugee admissions in fiscal year 2022 to 
125,000. The decision 
comes as no surprise, as 
the president made 
refugee resettlement an 
election promise. 

Through the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program, 
Biden’s decision, known as a presidential determination, 
establishes the overall number of  refugee admissions for 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

The order comes less than two months after the United 
States’ withdrawal from Afghanistan, which made 
refugee admissions from that country a high priority. The 
announcement was greeted with praise by the U.S. 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops. 

The USCCB is one of  nine national agencies that part-
ners with the U.S. government in refugee resettlement. 
“The Catholic Church’s involvement in refugee resettle-
ment stems from the church’s social teaching on the com-
mon good and is consistent with its long-standing role in 
welcoming newcomers and supporting integration,” 
according to an Oct. 11 USCCB news release. 

“The last few years have had a devastating impact on 
refugee resettlement, all while we witness the greatest 
forced migration crises in decades,” said Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville of  Washington, who is chair 
of  the USCCB’s Committee on Migration. 

“We commend the administration for seeking to 
reassert American leadership in this area, and we look 
forward to continued action in support of  this goal,” he 
said. “We also urge Congress to provide the resources 
necessary to not only rebuild the Refugee Admissions 

Program but sustain it for the next four decades and 
beyond.” 

Soon after his election in 2016, former President 
Donald Trump suspended the USRAP for 120 days. His 
executive order also temporarily banned entry and froze 
refugee applications from seven Muslim-majority coun-
tries. The order, after numerous challenges in lower 
courts, was found to be discriminatory and labeled a 
“Muslim ban.” 

When the Trump administration reinstated the 
USRAP, he set the fiscal year 2018 cap at 45,000. At the 
time, it was the lowest cap since the admission program 
was established in 1980. The cap went down each year: 
30,000 for 2019, 18,000 for 2020 and 15,000 for 2021. (Biden 
later raised the 2021 ceiling to 62,500.) 

The withdrawal of  support for refugees worldwide had 
another perilous impact, as other countries followed the 
previous administration’s actions. As a result, only 34,400 
refugees were resettled around the world in 2020, accord-
ing to the International Rescue Committee. That was 
down from 126,291 in 2016. 

J.C. Hendrickson, who serves as the IRC’s senior direc-
tor of  refugee and asylum policy, said the increased 
refugee cap will not only save lives, “it’s also going to 
encourage other countries to step up their commitments 
in a big way.” 

Lest we forget, accompanying the refugee is an impor-
tant part of  our Christian witness. 

In his 2018 World Day of  Migrants and Refugees mes-
sage, Pope Francis suggested that “our pastoral response 
to the challenges of  contemporary movements of  migra-
tion can be expressed by four verbs: to welcome, to pro-
tect, to promote and to integrate.” 

Finally, as Bishop Dorsonville reminds us: “We as 
Catholics are called to this ministry of  welcome and 
encounter, through which we express the fullness of  the 
church’s universality.” 

Sam Lucero is news and information manager for The 
Compass, newspaper of  the Diocese of  Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. His commentary has been provided by Catholic 
News Service. The views or positions presented in this or 
any guest editorial are those of  the individual publication 
and do not necessarily represent the views of  Catholic News 
Service or of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops.

All for the LordJoy and encouraging vocations
The readings for the thirty-second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time — Cycle B are: 1 Kings 17:10-16; 
Hebrews 9:24-28 and Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44. 

This coming weekend, we will hear proclaimed in the 
Gospel according to St. Mark, in which a poor widow 
“has contributed all she had.” This lesson, known as the 
widow’s mite, speaks to the relationship we are called to 
have with the Lord. 

In my own thoughts and reflections, I am reminded of  
last week’s Gospel when the Lord Jesus announced to us 

the “Greatest 
Commandment.” He was 
echoing the great Jewish 
prayer from the Book of  
Deuteronomy, the Shema 
— “Hear, O Israel! The 
LORD is our God, the 
LORD alone! Therefore, 
you shall love the LORD, 
your God, with all your 
heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your 
strength. Take to heart 
these words which I 
enjoin on you today.” 

Jesus took it one step 
further, requiring those 

who love God, to also love thy neighbor. And, of  course, 
the two go hand in hand, because one who claims to love 
the God they cannot see, but not the brother or sister 
whom they can is … A LIAR! 

The story of  the widow’s mite is a tangible expression 
of  the Greatest Commandment. The poor widow, through 
her almsgiving, gave everything that she had to her God 
and hence to his people. It was a pure act of  love — seek-
ing the good of  another, and the Other. 

This upcoming week — Nov. 7 – 13 — is also, National 
Vocation Awareness Week in the United States. As many 
of  you know just a couple weeks ago, we had a wonderful 
celebration at the Seminary Ball in support of  our semi-
narians and their education. In his remarks, Bishop John 
Iffert reflected on the singing that the seminarians pre-
formed that evening. Paraphrasing he said: What they 
have done tonight, looked easy; but it wasn’t. Some of  
them did not want to be up here singing in front of  a 
crowd of  over 600 people; they didn’t like it… but they did 
it! They did it because the Church asked them to. 

That statement of  our bishop really hit home with me, 
“They did it because the Church asked them to.” The 
Church is the Body of  Christ, where Jesus is the head. 
So, in many ways, when the Church asks something of  
us, we believe that it is Christ asking us. 

Men who are called to the priesthood are called, like 
the poor widow, to “contribute all they have.” Let us pray 
for these men, those in the seminary now and those who 
will and should be in the seminary in the future. 

But, the gift of  the entirety of  oneself  does not belong 
just to those with a religious vocation — it belongs to all 
of  us. We are to give all that we have to the Lord — our 
heart, mind, soul, strength and understanding. Or, put 
another way, all that we are from the top of  our heads, to 
the tip of  our toes and everything in between — the good, 
the bad and the ugly; the visible and the invisible. 

May we all follow the example of  the widow in this 
weekend’s Gospel and tangibly express in our lives “love 
of  God and love of  neighbor.” 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine 
Parish, Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of  
Covington, Ky.

Father Daniel Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

I do a lot of  outreach to the young on behalf  of  my reli-
gious congregation, so I try to be aware of  trends in voca-
tions work and the common traits of  emerging genera-

tions.  
Recently I took some 

time to review the latest 
Study on Religious 
Vocations, co-sponsored by 
the National Religious 
Vocation Conference and 
the Center for Applied 
Research in the 
Apostolate, hoping that it 
would give me an “aha 
moment” on how to inter-
est young women in our 
community of  Little 
Sisters of  the Poor. 

I was struck by a sec-
tion of  the report entitled 
“Intergenerational 

Living.” According to the 2020 NRVC/CARA study, a mere 
13 percent of  perpetually professed members of  religious 
communities are younger than 60, while the same propor-
tion are at least 90 years of  age. 

These are pretty sobering statistics. 
I was consoled to read the following testimony from a 

young religious: “It is beautiful to have all different gener-
ations and ethnicities in one community, in one house, if  
we allow ourselves to see that beauty.” 

What a hope-filled attitude on the part of  a young reli-
gious. It really inspired me to stop bemoaning the aging of  
our religious communities and start seeing the beauty. 

So, as we observe National Vocations Awareness Week, 
I would like to address a message of  hope to my fellow 
women and men religious who, like me, are not so young 
anymore. 

May you, too, take heart in realizing that young people 
seeking religious life are not as deterred by the older 
demographics of  most of  our communities as we thought. 
They don’t seem to mind that many of  us are older — but 
they do hope that we will live simply, in solidarity with 
the poor, and that we will live and pray together in a spirit 
of  joy. 

So how do we connect with the young? Let’s take a few 
cues from Pope Francis! 

We might begin by striving to become young again. 

The pope has suggested that we seek to renew our youth-
fulness at every stage of  life. 

“As we mature, grow older and structure our lives,” he 
wrote, “we should never lose that enthusiasm and open-
ness to an ever greater reality.” 

In “Christus Vivit,” the exhortation Pope Francis 
wrote following the Synod on young people in the life of  
the Church, our Holy Father encouraged us to let our-
selves be loved by God, for he loves us just as we are. 

A young friend and former FOCUS missionary told me 
that this is the essential message we need to communicate 
to young people. They need to know that they are loved as 
they are, even though God wants to give them more. 

God “values and respects you,” we might say to them, 
borrowing from the pope’s words “but he also keeps offer-
ing you more: more of  his friendship, more fervor in 
prayer, more hunger for his word, more longing to receive 
Christ in the Eucharist, more desire to live his Gospel, 
more inner strength, more peace and spiritual joy.” 

This joy is something about which the pope very often 
speaks, and it is something that speaks deeply to young 
people in their vocational discernment.  

It is something they see in the quality of  a gaze or a 
smile, in the serenity with which a consecrated person 
embraces trials or suffering, and in the generous gift of  
self  to the poor, day after day.  

Pope Francis insisted on joy in a recent speech to 
Discalced Carmelites, “It is ugly to see consecrated men 
and women with a long face. It is ugly, it is ugly. Joy must 
come from within: that joy that is peace, an expression of  
friendship.” 

God forbid that any of  us become ugly as we grow older. 
In “Christus Vivit” Pope Francis reminded us that 

Christ is alive and he wants us to be fully alive. 
“When you feel you are growing old out of  sorrow, 

resentment or fear,” he wrote, “he will always be there to 
restore your strength and your hope.” 

So, let’s ask Jesus, “himself  eternally young,” to give 
us hearts that are ever young and capable of  loving, ready 
to welcome the new generations who knock on our doors 
just as Elizabeth welcomed the Virgin Mary into her 
home in the Visitation.  

Let’s witness to these young women and men the JOY 
that fills our hearts, and is eager to fill theirs as well, if  
only they give themselves to him. 

Sister Constance Veit is director of  communications for 
the Little Sisters of  the Poor.

Sister Constance  
Veit, L.S.P.

GUEST

Sam Lucero

GUEST
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November is designated as Black Catholic History 
Month by the National Black Clergy Caucus of  the 
United States on July 24, 1990 at Fordham University, 
New York (“Black Catholic History Month,” The 
Catholic University of  America). Part of  this decision 
was due to the fact that, within November, many impor-
tant dates to Catholics of  African descent exist; these 
include All Saints Day (Nov. 1), All Souls Day (Nov. 2), 
the Feast Day of  St. Martin de Porres from Peru, the 
first black American saint (Nov. 3), the birth of  St. 
Augustine, who became the first Doctor of  the Church 
from North Africa (Nov. 13), and the death of  Zumbi of  
Palmares in Brazil, who was a founder of  a free state for 
Blacks in South America (Nov. 20). 

Black Catholic History Month is a good opportunity 
to highlight several African American men and women 
being formally considered by the Catholic Church for 
canonization. These people led inspiring, honorable 
lives and are great role models for Catholics around the 
world; they had a great commitment to the Catholic 
Church and prioritized taking care of  others in need, 
despite their own struggles in life.  

One of  these people on the path to sainthood is 
Venerable Pierre Toussaint (1766-1853). According to 
the National Black Catholic Congress’ website, 
Toussaint who was born a slave in Haiti and died as a 
well-known Catholic and free man in New York City. In 
his early 20s, Toussaint, along with his aunt, his sister, 
and two other house slaves, accompanied their master’s 
son to New York City due to political unrest at home. 
There, he worked as an apprentice to a local hairstylist, 
and after gaining skill in this trade, eventually became 

the most sought-after hairdresser by the women of  high 
society, according the United States Conference of  
Catholic Bishops’ website, “On the Road to Sainthood: 
Leaders of  African Descent.” Toussaint gained his free-
dom upon his master’s death, and became quite wealthy 
and successful as one of  the United States’ first black 
entrepreneurs.  

Instead of  spending this money on himself, 
Toussaint used his earnings to support the Church and 
the poor. He raised funds to build St. Vincent de Paul 
Church and the original St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and he 
attended 6 a.m. Mass every day in St. Peter’s Church. 
Both Toussaint and his wife, Marie Rose Juliette, 
opened their home to orphans and educated them. They 
also adopted Toussaint’s orphaned niece, Euphémie. 
People who were abandoned and suffering from yellow 
fever, an epidemic which struck the United States 
repeatedly during this time, were nursed by the couple 
as well.  

Toussaint donated to many charities throughout his 
life, assisting both blacks and whites who were in need. 
When asked why he wouldn’t just retire and enjoy the 
money he had earned, Toussaint responded, “I have 
enough for myself, but if  I stop working I have not 
enough for others” (“Noteworthy”). 

In order to recognize the virtuous life of  Pierre 
Toussaint, Cardinal Terence Cooke, former Archbishop 
of  New York, introduced Pierre’s cause for canoniza-
tion in 1968. In 1989, Pierre Toussaint’s remains were 
transferred to St. Patrick’s Cathedral from Lower 
Manhattan, where he is currently the only lay person 
buried beside the previous cardinal archbishops of  
New York. Pope John Paul II declared Pierre Toussaint 
venerable on Dec. 17, 1997.

Black Catholic History Month — Venerable Pierre Toussaint

CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz 

Pierre Toussaint, declared “Venerable” in 1996, is depict-
ed in a stained-glass window in the mausoleum chapel at 
Holy Rood Cemetery in Westbury, N.Y. Toussaint is among 
the U.S. Black Catholic sainthood candidates who receive 
special recognition during National Black Catholic 
History Month, observed every November.

Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court Nov. 1 turned 
down an appeal from a Catholic hospital in California that 
was sued for refusing to perform a hysterectomy on a 
transgender patient. 

The court’s decision, issued without comment, sends 
the lawsuit back to state court and avoids examining 
whether the hospital can be sued for refusing to provide 
treatment it said would violate its religious beliefs. 

Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Neil 
Gorsuch said the court should have taken the case. 

In 2016, Evan Minton sued Mercy San Juan Medical 
Center near Sacramento for refusing to allow the doctor to 
perform a hysterectomy on Minton as part of  gender tran-
sition from female to male. Minton said the treatment 
denial was a violation of  California law that bars discrim-
ination. 

The hospital said it does not discriminate against trans-
gender patients, but does not allow its facilities to be used 
for abortion, sterilization and euthanasia, which are con-
trary to Catholic teachings. 

The hospital called the procedure, which surgically 
removes the uterus, “elective sterilization” that goes 
against its ethical and religious beliefs. It also said being 
required to perform this would go against the 
Constitution’s free exercise clause. 

Minton received the surgery three days later at a non-
Catholic hospital. 

A trial court sided with the Catholic hospital in the suit, 
saying the three-day delay in the procedure was not a 
denial of  full and equal access to health care under state 
law. 

An appeals court reversed that decision, rejecting the 
hospital’s defense in light of  the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
its Smith decision, a 1990 case that has been interpreted as 
giving state and local governments broad powers over reli-
gious practices. 

The Catholic hospital appealed to the Supreme Court in 
2020, saying its case “poses a profound threat to faith-based 
health care institutions’ ability to advance their healing 
ministries consistent with the teachings of  their faith.” 

It also noted that California courts “have held that the 
First Amendment provides no protection whatsoever to 
religious health care providers that face coercion to violate 
their beliefs.” 

The Supreme Court considered the hospital’s petition 
several times before denying it a review. 

A brief  in this case filed by the Catholic Health 
Association said the appeals court decision “portends ill 
for all religious organizations that serve the public follow-
ing the precepts of  religious teaching.” 

The organization, comprised of  more than 2,200 
Catholic hospitals, health care systems, nursing homes 

and long-term care facilities across the country, said the 
lower court’s decision “does not overtly bar a religious 
organization” from following its teachings. 

Instead, it said the decision was “more insidious” 
because in allowing the lawsuit it penalized the hospital 
and communicates to similar organizations that “follow-
ing your beliefs comes at a price.” 

“Given the size of  the religious service sector, the 
adverse impacts of  such a rule will be widespread and per-
nicious” the group said, urging the court “to correct it 
now.” 

A brief  filed by the Catholic Medical Association and 
the National Catholic Bioethics Center similarly said the 
issues presented in this case “will significantly impact 
Catholic hospitals throughout the country.” 

It illustrates “potential conflicts between the demands 
of  a small minority of  patients” and the obligation that 
Catholic hospitals have to follow the church’s “Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services,” a 
document that offers moral guidance on health care prac-
tices from the theological and moral teachings of  the 
church. 

The brief  also noted that it is “not the role of  the courts 
— in California or in any forum — to mandate the policy 
and structural reform to Catholic hospitals that Minton 
seeks. That policy-setting role resides with the Catholic 
Church alone.”

Court rejects Catholic hospital’s appeal of transgender patient’s lawsuit



Sister Margaret Mary Denise Perez, 
S.J.W. 

St. Joseph the Worker Sister 
Margaret Mary Perez died Oct. 26 at 
Taylor Manor, Versailles, Ky. She was 59 
years old. 

Born premature, Sister Margaret 
Mary suffered from the loss of  most of  
her vision from too much oxygen in the 
incubator. She became legally blind 
from this incident. Soon after her birth, 
her family moved from New York to 
Miami, Florida where she grew up. 

Sister entered the community of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph the Worker, 
Walton, in 1981 and professed first vows 
in 1984. Sister Margaret Mary graduat-
ed with a Master’s degree in Music 

Education from Northern Kentucky 
University. 

She was an accomplished musician 
known for her beautiful singing of  the Ave 
Maria. She taught music at St. Joseph 
Academy for 33 years. She played 13 differ-
ent instruments including the organ, piano 
and dulcimer. She also loved to crochet and 
made many beautiful afghans and scarves. 

She is survived by her mother and stepfa-
ther Michel and Hilda “Penny” Brunelle, 
Tenn.; a sister, Suzette Freeman and a broth-
er, Mario Perez, Florida and her religious 
community. 

Her funeral Mass is Nov. 6, 11 a.m. at All 
Saints Parish, Walton, with interment Nov. 
6, 3 p.m. at St. Joseph Cemetery, Versailles.
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Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — The beauty of  faith comes from 
opening one’s heart to love and not fixating on following 
rules and regulations, Pope Francis said. 

Similarly, the desire to receive the grace of  the Holy 

Spirit, especially in the sacraments, “cannot be suffocated 
by a bureaucracy that prevents access to the grace of  the 
Spirit, the initiator of  conversion of  heart,” the pope said 
Oct. 27 during his weekly general audience. 

“How many times we ourselves, priests or bishops, cre-
ate so much bureaucracy to give a sacrament, to welcome 

people, that people say: ‘No, I do not like this,’ and they 
leave, and often they do not see in us the power of  the Spirit 
who regenerates, who makes us new,” he said. 

The pope received a warm welcome from the many pil-
grims attending the general audience in the Paul VI audi-
ence hall. As hundreds applauded and sang loudly, the 

pope said, “So much enthusiasm!” 
Pope Francis continued his series of  

talks on St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, 
focusing on the fruits of  the Spirit which 
the apostle said were “love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.” 

The pope said St. Paul reminded the 
Galatians that the death and resurrection 
of  Christ should be at the center of  one’s 
faith and warned against the temptation of  
basing “their religiosity on the observance 
of  precepts and traditions.” 

He also noted that the same temptation 
exists today, and “there are many who still 
seek religious security” by focusing on 
“rituals and precepts instead of  embrac-
ing God’s love with their whole being.” 

“This is the temptation of  the new fun-
damentalists, isn’t it,” the pope said, 
departing from his prepared remarks. It is 
the path followed by “those who seem to be 
afraid to make progress, and who regress 
because they feel more secure: they seek 
the security of  God and not the God of  our 
security.” 

“If  we lose the thread of  our spiritual 
life, if  a thousand thoughts and problems 

assail us,” he said, “we should make Paul’s advice our own 
and place ourselves before Christ crucified” because “he is 
the one who changes the heart; not the things that we do, 
but the action of  the Holy Spirit in us changes our heart!” 

St. Paul’s warning about the “works of  the flesh,” the 
pope continued, was not “because there is something erro-

neous or bad about our human bodies,” but was a warning 
that focusing solely on “worldly instincts” can close the 
door “to the Spirit who lifts us up and opens us up to God 
and others.” 

Christians also must face the challenge of  conveying 
the joy and freedom of  the Holy Spirit, especially when 
those “who approach the church get the impression that 
they are dealing with a dense mass of  rules and regula-
tions.” 

“No this is not the Church!” Pope Francis said. To 
reduce faith to just following “commandments or a moral 
vision” can “make us forget the original fruitfulness of  
love nourished by prayer from which peace and joyful wit-
ness flow.” 

“We therefore have the huge responsibility of  proclaim-
ing Christ crucified and risen, enlivened by the breath of  
the spirit of  love. For it is this love alone that possesses the 
power to attract and change the human heart,” the pope 
said. 

Faith cannot be reduced to suffocating ‘bureaucracy,’ pope says

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

For all employees and  
volunteers of the Diocese of 
Covington who in any way  
provide a safe environment 
for children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school institution 
leader to review the Policies 
and Procedures and fill out 
the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to  
www.virtus.org and click 
on Registration. Follow the 
prompts to create an 
account and to request a 
background check. 
Selection.com is a secure 
site; the background check is 
posted on your account and 
you receive a copy if you 
request it during the regis-
tration process. You will sign 
up for a virtual VIRTUS class 
during the registration.  

Step 3: Join the  
virtual VIRTUS session. 
The day before the session, 
you will receive an e-mail 
with 4 documents attached 
to print. On the day of the 
session you will receive an 
invitation to join the session. 
No children, please. 

Step 4: Your account 
becomes active when your 
background check, VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance 
Form are posted on your 
account. You will receive 12 
bulletins per year. You will 
receive  
e-mail notices at  
system@pub.virtus.org 
unless your computer pro-
gram blocks them. 

Bulletin:  
n October bulletin: posted 

Sunday, Oct. 3; due 
Tuesday, Nov. 2. 

If your Virtus account is  
inactivated please contact 
your primary location for 
assistance. 
To login: www.virtus.org, 
enter user id and password. 

VIRTUS Training 

n Thursday, Nov. 11, 6–9 
p.m., St. Agnes, Ft. Wright, 
Murphy Hall 

n Thursday, Nov. 11, 6–9 
p.m., St. Therese Parish, 
School Cafeteria, 
Southgate 

n Saturday, Nov. 13,  
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.,  
St. Edward Parish, 
Cynthiana, School 
Cafeteria 

n Monday, Nov. 15,  
6–9 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Wednesday, Dec. 1,  
6–9 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

Play Like A Champion  
Elementary Coach 
Training 
n Thursday, Nov. 11, 6–9 

p.m., St. Agnes, Ft. Wright, 
Murphy Hall 

n Tuesday, Nov. 23, 6–9 p.m., 
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, 
Ayrns Family Parish Center 

 
How to access  
Virtual training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on 

left column 
- Click on pre-register for an 

upcoming session 
- Choose your training 

Note: If your Training Tab 
is missing or you cannot 
access your account, contact 
your parish, school or insti-
tution.  

For other difficulties, contact 
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-
1500 or msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children  
for Adults 

Virtual Safe Environment Trainings 

Sister Margaret Mary Denise 
Perez, S.J.W.

Obituary

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Children applaud as they meet Pope Francis during his general audience in 
the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Oct. 27, 2021.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

The prayer intention for November, as recommended by 
Pope Francis, is for people who suffer from depression or 
burn-out, that they will find support and a light that opens 
them up to life. 

“Adopt” a family for Christmas — Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of  Covington invites individuals, families or groups 
(work, prayer, friends, etc...) to spread the joy of  Christmas 
with those who are vulnerable. No time to shop? Gift cards 
such as Target, Walmart and Kroger are a great option, pro-
viding families an opportunity to shop for themselves. To 
learn more contact Jill Walch, Christmas Program coordina-
tor, (859) 581-8974 or jwalch@covingtoncharities.org. 

St. Francis Xavier Parish and the Knights of 
Columbus Council Fall Fish Fry, Nov. 12, 4 p.m. Carry 
out ONLY. Masks required and please practice social 
distancing in the church hall. Adult dinners: $13 and 
$15; children $6. Walk-ins welcome; pre-order for faster 
pickup. Call ahead numbers open at 2 p.m.:  910-6656 or 
910-6657. 

Are you or someone you know, a Veteran? Since 2016, 
the St. Elizabeth Hospice Program has made an ongoing 
commitment through the national We Honor Veterans 
program, to recognize the unique needs of  veterans and 
their families through an annual Veteran Appreciation 
Event.  Join St. Elizabeth Hospice Nov. 8, Pioneer Park, 
Covington, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. for a free drive-thru resource 
event honoring and celebrating veterans. RSVPs kindly 
requested for certificate recognition. Contact natalie.ciul-
la@stelizabeth.com or call 446-0538 for information. 

The 19th annual Bishop Brossart High School Emerald 
Gala is Nov. 13, Seither Sports Center, 7 p.m.–12 a.m. The 
theme for the night is Totally 80s.  For information, visit 
BBHSGala2021.GiveSmart.com or e-mail gala@bishop-
brossart.org. 

St. Bernard and Divine Mercy parishes 14th annual 
Women’s Tea, Nov. 13, 11 a.m.–2 p.m., Garvey Hall, St. 
Bernard Church, Dayton. Presale tickets $10; $15 at the 
door. Call (513) 325-3259 or (513) 702-4456. 

Men’s Retreat, Nov. 12–14, “Go To Joseph: Life Lessons 
for Modern Men” led by  Msgr. Daniel Vogelpohl. Doors 
open, Friday 4 p.m., retreat begins 5:30 p.m.; concludes 
Sunday following 11 am. Mass. Cost: $175. Registration 
deadline, Oct. 29. Call 441-2003 or e-mail 
csmith@covdio.org. 

Women’s Day of Reflection, Nov. 13, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.,  
St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs. Keynote speakers 
Sister Emerita McGann, CDP and Mother Seraphina Marie, 
FDM, on the theme “Trust in God.” $25 cost includes lunch. 
To register contact mamamet@yahoo.com or (859) 331-8773. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Order of Foresters Court 1492 annual 
matching funds turkey raffle will be Nov. 13, 6–10 p.m., Sts. 
Peter and Paul Parish social center, California. Bingo, raffles 
and food. Proceeds benefit new church windows. 

Turkey festival, Nov. 14, noon–6 p.m., St. Augustine 
Parish, Covington. Turkey sliders, raffles and games. 
Visit www.staugustines.net for information. 

Villa Madonna Academy open house, grades 7–12, 
Nov. 16, 7 p.m. Contact admissions@villamadonna.net. 

Thomas More University Observatory hosts an 
Astronomy Lecture and Night Sky Viewing: The 
James Webb Space Telescope and the Future of  
Astronomy, Dec. 4. Talk, 7 p.m., Steigerwald Hall, 
Saints Center; 8 p.m, viewing, Observatory. Despite 

being more than a decade overdue and way overbud-
get, the James Webb Space Telescope is finally des-
tined to be launched Dec. 18. Learn about the space-
craft’s troubled history as well as its immense promise 
for the future of  astronomy. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Note: attendees must wear a face mask indoors.

Saint parade 
Second graders at Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell, 
paraded around campus in their annual “Saint Parade” 
after an all-school Mass on Oct. 27.

Family baptismal 

gown 
Rowan Ainsley Hicks, 
daughter of  Shea and 
Maggie (Biedenharn) 
Hicks, was baptized at St. 
Henry Parish, Elsmere. 
Rowan was baptized in a 
simple cotton and lace 
gown that dates back 118 
years. The two-piece 
gown was sewn by 
Rowan’s great-great-
grandmother and has 
been worn by 30 other 
relatives. After the  
family celebration last 
Sunday, the gown  
traveled to Columbus, 
Ohio, for the baptism in 
November of  Jemma 
Biedenharn. Jemma will 
be number 32 and the 
first of  the fifth genera-
tion to be baptized in the 
heirloom gown.

Bishop Brossart High 
School, Alexandria 
Sunday, Nov. 7,  
1–3:30 p.m. 

Covington Catholic High 
School, Park Hills 
Sunday, Nov. 7,  
1–4 p.m. 

Covington Latin School, 
Covington 
Sunday, Dec. 5, 1 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

Holy Cross District High 
School, Covington 
Wednesday, Nov. 10,  
6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 19,  
6:30 p.m.  

 

 

Newport Central 
Catholic High School, 
Newport 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 

Notre Dame Academy, 
Park Hills 
Sunday, Nov. 7, 1–3 p.m. 

St. Henry District High 
School, Erlanger 
Sunday, Nov. 14, 1 p.m. 

St. Patrick School, 
Maysville 
Contact the school to 
schedule a tour 

Villa Madonna Academy, 
Villa Hills 
Sunday, Oct. 24, 1–3 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.

High School Open Houses 

 Shelter for ghosts 
St. Pius X kindergarten students had a “spooktacular” 
time making houses to protect their ghost from the witch 
after reading “Ten Timid Ghosts” by Jennifer O’Connell.



 Keener photo

S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

N O V E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 2 1

V O C A T I O N S  2 0 2 1

— Pope Francis 2021 World Day of Vocations message, March 19, 2021, the Feast of St. Joseph.

(above) During the litany of  supplication, Father Joseph Rielage lies prostrate before the altar at his ordination to the priesthood Jan. 29, 2021.

The first words that St. Joseph heard in a dream were an invitation not to be afraid,  

because God remains ever faithful to his promises:  

“Joseph, son of  David, do not be afraid” (Matt 1:20).  

Do not be afraid: these words the Lord also addresses to you … They are words  

you will hear anew, at every step of  your vocation, as you return to your first love.  

They are a refrain accompanying all those who — like St. Joseph —  

say yes to God with their lives, through their fidelity each day. 

May St. Joseph, protector of  vocations, accompany you with his fatherly heart! 

The first words that St. Joseph heard in a dream were an invitation not to be afraid,  

because God remains ever faithful to his promises:  

“Joseph, son of  David, do not be afraid” (Matt 1:20).  

Do not be afraid: these words the Lord also addresses to you … They are words  

you will hear anew, at every step of  your vocation, as you return to your first love.  

They are a refrain accompanying all those who — like St. Joseph —  

say yes to God with their lives, through their fidelity each day. 

May St. Joseph, protector of  vocations, accompany you with his fatherly heart! 



Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
I have been accompanying young people making life 

decisions since I was a young person making life decisions. 
The advice that I offer is simple. 
RELAX. Be gentle. Pay attention to 
your joy. 

I am always amazed at how per-
manent and high stakes every deci-
sion can feel for a young person. It 
can seem like life will pass by if  you 
don’t do everything just right — just 
now. 

A countercultural decision like 
entering seminary or consecrated 
life can seem especially fraught. 
The implications — for relation-
ships, career, and even our religious 
life — appear to be immense. Surely 
listening for God’s call is serious 
business, but sometimes the best 
way to go about this serious work is 
to relax and pursue the things that 
give you holy joy. 

If  you are thinking about priest-
hood or religious life, first consider 
if  you are in a habit of  committing 
serious sin; the kind that makes us 
feel deeply ashamed, like we are liv-
ing a lie that we can’t tell our family 
and Christian friends about. If  you 
are in this state, do not even think about seminary or a reli-

gious vocation right now. Don’t make any other big life 
decisions either. Sin keeps us from thinking clearly about 
all vocations — career and marriage, too. 

Start going to confession regularly. 
Turn to Jesus and pray to be set free 
from that sin. Find a compassionate 
spiritual advisor who can accompany 
you. Then, when you are free from the 
slavery of  grave sin, ask yourself  if  
your desire for religious vocation has 
grown or lessened. Trust me, entering 
seminary or the novitiate will not make 
temptations go away. And you can’t 
atone for those sins by trying to fit your-
self  into a life that is not yours. 

If, to the best of  your knowledge, you 
are free of  serious sin, then begin pray-
ing about and contemplating what is 
important to you and where you find 
joy and spiritual comfort. 

Do you cherish your time in prayer? 
When you go to Mass, do you think 

about how you would preach or teach 
the Gospel? 

Is there a work of  mercy that makes 
your heart go pitter-patter: caring for 
the sick, accompanying the elderly, 
teaching the young, feeding the hungry, 
welcoming the homeless? 

Do you look for opportunities to 
share your faith with others? 

Are others telling you that you ought to think about 

being a priest or a sister? 
Do you long to be surrounded by people who share your 

faith commitment? 
Do you feel a hunger to study the Scriptures or the 

Catechism of  the Catholic Church? 
When you pray before the Blessed Sacrament, do you 

feel at home, loved, inspired? 
If  a few of  these questions have you saying, “Yes! That’s 

me!,” you should be actively considering that God might be 
calling you to priesthood or consecrated life. Reach out to a 
priest or religious sister who you know, or Father Conor 
Kunath, our diocesan Vocation Promoter, or to me. We will 
help you connect with someone who will walk this journey 
with you. 

Do not worry if  you are not ready to say with 100 per-
cent confidence that God is calling you. We are not going to 
let you drop out of  your life and into seminary tomorrow. 
You will have years of  formation to “court” the idea of  
priesthood or religious life. 

Others who have experienced this life will walk with 
you. In the end, you will not have to rely on yourself  to 
make that decision. The Church, in the person of  the bish-
op or in a community of  professed religious, will be dis-
cerning right along with you about whether you are being 
called. 

So relax. It’s not all on you. Be gentle, but don’t procras-
tinate. If  you think God might be calling, take the next 
step. It is a joyful and blessed life. You do not want to miss 
the invitation! 

Most Rev. John C. Iffert is Bishop of  the Diocese of  
Covington, Ky.

NO PRESSURE!
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Most Rev. John C. Iffert 

There can be at times a dizzying pressure on Catholics 
to figure out our vocations. The pressure begins to build in 
grade school. Teachers and priests talk about a vocation, 
and how it is a calling from God that determines the course 
of  our entire lives. 

Immediately the stakes are raised. Our vocation is lifted 
to this seemingly unreachable height, and students are 
asked to think about the rest of  their lives nearly as soon 
as they can begin to think about anything. I think this 
pressure is unnatural and unnecessary. A vocation is cer-
tainly a call from God — the word itself  comes straight 
from the Latin verb meaning to call — but I want to suggest 

that we reconsider the way we approach the idea of  voca-
tions. 

There are two different ways that we can talk about 
“vocations.” The first way is to conceive of  it as a job — 
what we are called to do with our lives, whatever that may 
be. Certainly, this is true, but I think that this concept of  
vocation has to be subservient to a much broader under-
standing. 

“Lumen Gentium” is a dogmatic constitution of  the 
Church published by the Second Vatican Council. This 
constitution lays out the Council’s vision of  the Church 
and how she exists in the modern world. In the fifth chap-

ter of  this beautiful document the Council expounds that 
every person is called to holiness. It says, “Thus it is evi-
dent to everyone, that all the faithful of  Christ of  whatever 
rank or status, are called to the fullness of  the Christian 
life and to the perfection of  charity; by this holiness as 
such a more 
human man-
ner of  living is 
promoted in 
this earthly 
society.” 

Every per-
son is called to 
absolute holi-
ness. This is 
the call, the 
vocation, of  
the entire 
C a t h o l i c 
Church. We 
must strive to 
be holy just as 
Christ himself  
is holy. This is 
the awesome 
vocation to 
which we have 
each been 
called. This 
call to holiness 
should be the 
source of  all 
our earthly endeavors. This call should frame our entire 
existence. 

It is within this overarching call to holiness that we can 
begin to understand the idea of  vocation in a more partic-
ular and familiar sense. If  all of  us are called to perfect 
holiness, then each of  us is given a unique path to holiness 
that conforms to the unique person that we are. 

This unique call specifies our path to holiness. Some of  
us are called to holiness through marriage and parent-
hood; others are called to holiness through priesthood or 
religious life; still others are called through the single life. 
Regardless, this unique vocation is our path to holiness 
and must be understood through that lens. 

Seek to find holiness and you will win the vocation war

Father Conor Kunath

(Continued on page 13)
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I think if  we begin to view our lives and our vocations 
as first and foremost a move toward holiness, then sudden-
ly so many anxieties and concerns can fade away. I am cer-
tain that if  we all pursue holiness wherever we find our-
selves at this very moment, then we would all certainly 
find the specific vocation that God has called us to. The all 
good God would not let one of  his saints go astray. 

There are many saints who exemplify this view of  
vocation, but Joan of  Arc is perhaps one of  the best exam-
ples. Joan of  Arc was born in Domrémy, France in the 
early part of  the 15th century. She was born into a trou-
bling historical situation for France. The English kings 
had made claims to the French throne and had occupied 
large parts of  France with a mighty army. This war over 
the French throne was waged for over a century and came 
to be known as the Hundred Years War. 

By the time Joan of  Arc arrived on the historical scene, 
France had not known victory in decades. They had suf-
fered a devastating rout at the battle of  Agincourt; and the 
King and his army had lost all confidence in their ability 
to ever win again. Then, suddenly this young woman, only 
17 years old, presents herself  to the king and asks for an 
army to raise the siege at Orleans. And she does it. She 
wins victory after victory and is instrumental in having 
the king of  France crowned. 

What is striking about Joan of  Arc is that she is 17, has 
no formal education at all, was not trained to be a soldier 
or to live in the royal court. Yet, she is able to achieve all of  
these great victories because of  her faith in God. 
Throughout the entire story of  her life, what Joan seeks to 
accomplish is not her own will, it is not even a victory for 
France. The only thing that Joan of  Arc cares about is her 
own holiness and doing the will of  God. That is the central 
motivating force of  her entire life, and she, without any 
qualifications whatsoever, is able to achieve these enor-
mous victories. 

The lesson that we must learn from Joan of  Arc is that 
with God all things are possible, that if  we choose to do his 
will, nothing will stand in our way for long. If  we choose 
to fight, we will win. If  we choose to seek holiness we will 
find it and so much more. 

Father Conor Kunath is vocation promoter for the 
Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

(Continued from page 12)

What is it like experiencing a call to the priesthood or reli-
gious life? Is living out God’s call to the priesthood or religious 
life personally fulfilling? Answers to these questions and more 
can be found in the following reflections in celebration of  
Vocations Awareness Week, Nov. 8–14. 

 
The priest — ‘A minister and teacher of  
the Word’ 

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler 
The year 1961, the year of  my ordination to the priest-

hood, marked the threshold of  the convening of  the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-1965). The 
Council’s Decree on the Ministry and 
Life of  Priests (1965) reflected a 
vision of  priesthood that had 
emerged from the patristic, liturgical 
and historical sources of  renewal. 

One of  the key insights into the 
conciliar teaching on the ministerial 
priesthood focused on the place of  
the ministry of  the Word in the life 
and ministry of  the priest. 

In addressing the theme, “Priests 
as Ministers of  God’s Word,” the 
bishops at the Council stated: “... (I)t 
is the first task of  priests as cowork-
ers of  the bishops to preach the 
Gospel of  God to all men.” In this 
regard, the conciliar decree notes: 
“For by the saving Word of  God faith 
is aroused in the heart of  unbelievers 
and nourished in the heart of  believ-
ers.” 

The decree also noted that “the 
ministry of  the Word is exercised in 
many different ways according to the 
hearers and the spiritual gifts of  
preachers.” 

A decade later in 1971, the Second 
General Assembly of  the Synod of  Bishops issued “The 
Ministerial Priesthood.” That synodal document reiterates 
the teaching of  the conciliar decree on the priesthood under 
the heading, “Mission: Evangelization and sacramental 
life.” 

The ministry of  the Word stands at the heart of  the mis-
sion of  priests, a ministry that “leads to the sacraments and 
the Christian life, as it is practiced in the visible community 
of  the Church and in the world.” 

Again, in “I will Give You Shepherds,” the 1992 postsyn-
odal apostolic exhortation, St. Pope John Paul II linked “the 
intimate bond between the priest’s spiritual life and the 
exercise of  his threefold ministry of  word, sacrament and 
pastoral charity.” 

As a minister of  the Word, the priest is “consecrated and 
sent forth to proclaim the good news of  the kingdom to all, 

calling every person to the obedience 
of  faith and leading believers to an 
ever-increasing knowledge of  and 
communion with the word of  God.” 

St. John Paul II stressed that the 
priest “needs to approach the word 
with a docile and prayerful heart so 
that it may deeply penetrate his 
thoughts and feelings and bring 
about a new outlook in him — ‘the 
mind of  Christ’ (I Cor 2: 16) — such 
that his words and choices and atti-
tudes may become ever more a reflec-
tion, a proclamation and a witness to 
the Gospel.” 

The ministry of  the Word must be 
rooted in a spirituality wherein “the 
priest ought to be the first ‘believer’ 
in the word, while being fully aware 
that the words of  his ministry are 
not ‘his,’ but those of  the One who 
sent him.” Thus the priest stands in 
continual “need of  being evangel-
ized.” 

“The Priest and the Third 
Christian Millennium: Teacher of  
the Word, Minister of  the 
Sacraments, and Leader of  the 

Community,” a 1999 circular letter issued by the 
Congregation of  the Clergy, discusses role of  priests as 
“Teachers of  the Word.” It incorporates the thought of  “I 
Will Give You Shepherds.” 

Personal reflections reveal  
God’s continual grace

(Continued on page 14)

Msgr. Ronald Ketteler, 
60-year jubilarian



Referring to “The Directory for the Ministry and Life of  
Priests” (1994) the letter affirms an integral relationship 
between prayer and preaching that calls for a “primacy of  
witness of  life which discovers the power of  the love of  God 
and makes his word convincing.” 

In his article “Priest and Poet,” Jesuit Father Karl 
Rahner (d. 1984) articulated the 
integration of  prayer, spirituali-
ty and the ministry of  the Word 
when he wrote: “The word of  
God in the mouth of  a priest 
wants therefore, if  it is to be spo-
ken rightly, to absorb and subject 
to itself  the life of  the priestly 
individual.” 

 
Praying the hours is 
time well spent 

Father John Sterling 
A life of  ministry begins with 

personal holiness and personal 
relationship with Christ. As a 
priest it took me awhile to learn 
this. I now begin every day with a 
Holy Hour. I begin with medita-
tion and then go to Office of  
Readings and Morning Prayer in 
the Liturgy of  the Hours. 

This time is separate from 
any homily preparation. It is 
when I get filled with the Spirit of  
Christ to do God’s work and 
God’s will. Bishop Foys helped 
me to realize the importance of  these practices when I was 
dealing with some problems a few years back. 

The temptation is to get SO busy in the ministry that we 
put the prayer on the back burner, when it really needs to be 
just the opposite. Before the seminary, Father Ray Holtz 

taught me the importance of  personal prayer and relation-
ship with Christ. I also find this connection while hiking in 
the woods and finding God in nature. 

Following The Liturgy of  the Hours through Evening 
Prayer and reflecting on the day with Night Prayer also help 
to sustain me, realizing that I am not doing the work but 
Christ is doing it through me. 

When we put it all in God’s hands, we 
can watch our vocation unfold on a daily 
basis as we attempt to always do God’s 
will. It is exciting to see what God can do 
when we get out of  the way! 

 
Moving like a glacier 

Benedictine Sister Colleen Winston 
For some people, awareness that they 

may have a vocation hits them like a 
lightning bolt, For me, it was more like 
being on a glacier unaware it was mov-
ing. 

Beginning with first grade at Holy 
Cross, I was exposed to Benedictine sis-
ters, but my consciousness of  their influ-
ence on my spiritual life didn’t’ surface 
until I was older. Frequent visits to 
church seemed normal; playing the 
organ for Masses now and then begin-
ning in fifth or sixth grade was just some-
thing I could do to earn a little money. 
After all, since the third grade I’d been 
sure I was going to be a doctor like 
Elizabeth Blackwell, whose bio I had 
read. 

When I got to high school, 
Benedictine Sister Teresa Wolking, along 

with Father Ted Keller, taught me about liturgy, which fit in 
with my organ playing. All these factors were quietly shap-
ing my inner self  as I was thinking and preparing to be a 
doctor. 

Thru grade and into high school my teachers, all 
Benedictines, spoke to me off  and on about entering the con-
vent. Most of  the time I fully rejected the idea; once in a 
while I gave it some thought. These were times I periodical-
ly sent for information from Maryknoll, Medical Mission 
sisters, and others who had doctors as members. 

Only when I got to college and enrolled in pre-med did I 
realize the total expenses to become a doctor were beyond 
my ability to 
handle; I 
switched to lab 
technology. By 
the time I was a 
sophomore, the 
idea of  reli-
gious life was 
still lingering, 
and I began to 
think about it 
more seriously. 

For some 
reason the 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about medical 
communities 
hadn’t really 
grabbed my 
imagination, 
and I started 
thinking closer 
to home, name-
ly the 
Benedictines. 
Since they did-
n’t have doc-
tors, I decided 
to change my major to another love, namely, English. (I 
always enjoyed both science and literature.) I tacked second-
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ary education into my revised curriculum so 
I’d have an occupation I could follow with an 
English major. 

During this directional shift I was talking 
with a few priest and nun friends — all were 
encouraging. I finally got the courage to tell 
my folks what I was thinking about. My mom 
was not happy and my dad said “No” so I 
decided if  I went, I should wait until I was 21. 
By the time I turned 21 I had decided to enter 
St. Walburg’s, but in less than a year I’d be 
finished with college, so I would wait. I grad-
uated June 1, 1959 and two weeks later I 
entered.  

Looking back I see that all the education-
al, scholarly and friendly interchanges and 
all the Masses I played over a 16 year period 
laid a solid foundation for my Benedictine 
life with its focus on liturgy and community. 
The hand of  God had been moving the gla-
cier and holding me all those years. 

Through the many decades since then 
I’ve learned to be sensitive to that hand oper-
ating in the commonplace, but below my 
awareness.  Each day there is time in my 
schedule to bring God’s presence into my 
consciousness, and with it comes gratitude 
for being in the arms of  God and an ever-
growing sensitivity to all the people that share this infinite 
space.  Sixty-plus years and still learning. 

Deo Gratias!  
 

Respond to the call of  providence 
Divine Providence Sister Barbara Patrick 

I became acquainted with the Sisters of  Divine 
Providence when my family moved to Takoma Park, 
Maryland; I was in the third grade. We lived across the 
street from Our Lady of  Sorrows School, and I seemed to be 

as much in the school helping the sisters as at home. During 
those years 13 CDPs lived in the convent, most of  them 

young. I remember being 
impressed by how happy they 
were; I wanted to have a piece 
of  that happiness. I did find 
such happiness in communi-
ty life and the variety of  min-
istries to which I was called. 

Since we were mainly a 
teaching congregation at the 
time of  my early formation, 
my professional preparation 
was in the field of  education. 
I was an elementary school 
teacher for nine years in 
Kentucky, Minnesota and 
Maryland. For 11 years I 
served as an elementary 
school principal in Kentucky 
and Ohio. I spent the last four 
of  these years in a very poor 
inner city school in 
Cincinnati. I 

continued to respond to 
the call to serve the poor in 
Ecuador and at Welcome 
House in Covington, an 
agency that serves the home-

less. 
In 2010, I was asked to consider being the director of  the 

new ministry in support of  immigrants. There was no blue-
print for this project, so it was necessary to rely on the guid-
ance of  Providence much as our founder, John Martin 
Moye, did in the early days of  the Congregation. 

His words became my prayer: “If  it is in agreement with 
the will of  God, it will succeed; if  it is not, I myself  ask that 
it be suppressed and come to nothing.” 

Throughout my life I never planned a change in ministry. 

When I was deeply involved in each one, I truly thought that 
that was what I would be doing for the rest of  my life. 
However, it has been exciting and life-giving to be open to 
God’s will and to respond to the call of  Providence. I consid-
er myself  fortunate and privileged to be able to work in the 
service of  others. I find much happiness in doing so. 

 
Precious gift 

Notre Dame Sister Mary Janet Stamm 
The occasion of  my 60th jubilee of  religious profession is 

an opportunity to reflect on my life as a Sister of  Notre 
Dame and the precious gifts I have received. God’s call to 
consecrated life as a vowed religious is a gift that I have 
come to treasure more as I grow older. When I think back 
and wonder how it all began, I feel quite sure of  who planted 
the seed of  vocation, who nurtured it and the many helps 
that brought me to my profession of  vows as a Sister of  
Notre Dame and now to the milestone of  my 60th anniver-
sary of  profession. 

It was God in boundless love who called me to religious 
life. My dear parents, family and relatives nurtured the seed 
of  vocation. I was formed and helped not only by their 
strong faith and love, but also by my teachers, pastors and 
good friends. 

I entered the Sisters of  Notre Dame after high school at 
the age of  19. Little did I know what my life would be like. 
Recalling my early years of  formation, I feel so very grateful 
for the sisters who guided and directed me and for my com-
munity for the support and help given to me through all the 
years. I was given an education and prepared for ministry in 
education as teacher and administrator. What a privilege 
and gift it was to teach and work with children and teachers 
in large and small schools in both Kentucky and Ohio. 

In 1995 I was missioned to begin our mission in Uganda, 
East Africa. It was a big challenge to go 7,000 miles from 
home to a place where there was no electricity, where a safe 
water supply and adequate food was questionable. We were 
to help with education in a place known as “the lost coun-
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ties” because it was very lacking in development and it 
seemed that the government had little concern for the peo-
ple or the area. 

Three other Sisters of  
Notre Dame and I were 
assigned there, two from 
Kentucky and two from 
California. There were 
many challenges but God 
was with us all the way, and 
today the wonderful fruits 
of  the work bear witness to 
God’s blessings. It is all his 
work. After 18 years, I 
returned home to a life that 
was different and again 
faced the challenge of  
adjustment and transition. 

In my retirement years, 
I am finding much joy in 
volunteer work at our 
Notre Dame Urban 
Education Center, El 
Centro, and with an after-
school program at City 
Heights. A very life-giving 
activity is my participation 
in a mission sewing proj-
ect. We make clothing and 
other items for the poor in Uganda and other places where 
there are needs.  

Now I pause and with much gratitude reflect. Who in my 
life has inspired me? Certainly it was my dear mom and 
dad, my family, and grandparents. What happy and blessed 
memories I have! Not only did they inspire faith, love and 
fidelity, but they helped to nurture my faith and love for 

God. 
I recently reread some of  my journal entries from years 

past, and it became quite clear to me that the gift that has 
sustained my faith and vocation, in fact all my life from my 

early years, is the precious gift of  Eucharist. I 
lived all of  my life within walking distance of  
our parish church, St. Agnes, before entering 
the convent. When I was in grade school, all 
students attended Mass daily. I often continued 
to walk to Mass during the summer. 

My parents in their retirement years attend-
ed Mass daily. I can remember on some days 
stopping in church on my way home from 
school and spending quiet time before Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. In my years as a Sister 
of  Notre Dame, Eucharist has been 
central. In Eucharist we are nour-
ished each day through God’s Word 
and the gift of  himself. In my experi-
ence of  being in mission I know how 
absolutely essential Eucharist was. 
We were only four foreign women, 
far from home in a place where we 
had no communication except snail 
mail. We were faced with many 
daunting challenges, yet we were 
blessed with God’s constant presence 
in Eucharist. 

When we arrived at our mission 
place, it was at night. The bishop had 
assigned a priest to bring us to the 

mission and to assist us. Even though it was late 
when we arrived, we had holy Mass in a 
makeshift storeroom chapel, and Jesus took up 
his residence with us in a rough wooden taberna-
cle. He has remained through all these 26 years 
and continues to be a loving support. 

How lovingly 
our good God has 
provided for me 
all through my 
life! Now, each 
day at our con-
vent home we have special 
time each afternoon to be 
with our Eucharistic Lord 
during an hour of  exposi-
tion. How I wish that I 
could help every person 
know the love and good-
ness, the support and help 
so available to us in the 
Eucharist. I know without 
a doubt that Jesus in his gift 
of  Eucharist is my source 
of  life, peace and joy. 

For 60 years as a Sister 

of  Notre Dame, for all the overwhelming blessings of  my 
life, I praise and thank my good God! 

 
Praying for the heart and hands of  
Jesus 

Notre Dame Sister Jean Marie Hoffman 
As I celebrate 50 years as a Sister of  Notre Dame, 

my heart is filled with gratitude, joyfulness and thanksgiv-
ing. As Mary’s heart permeated with gratitude for her bless-
ings in life, so mine is overflowing for the unmerited bless-
ings received in religious life. 

In answering God’s call to share the Gospel message of  
unconditional love and compassion, I responded to the 
needs of  the abused and neglected children and families 
whom I served at Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home as a 

childcare worker, thera-
pist and executive direc-
tor. As Christians we are 
called to be Christ for 
one another. Seeing 
Jesus in each wounded 
child and family, I expe-
rienced the love and 
compassion to journey 
with them. 
The broken-hearted, 
poor, and vulnerable 
children and families 
captured my heart. 
Often, I found myself  
walking with a child 
who felt alone and aban-
doned by his or her par-
ents. I vividly recall the 
day a boy and his 
younger brother with 
their belongings sat on 
the curb for hours wait-
ing for their mother to 
permanently take them 
and re-establish their 
home as a family. The 
sun had set, and the boys 

were still waiting for their mother’s arrival. Unfortunately, 
she once again broke their hearts. The boys were sad, hurt, 
and angry. Their trust level plummeted.  

In ministering to these children, I prayed to have the 
heart and hands of  Jesus. St. Teresa of  Avila’s prayer, 
“Christ Has No Body,” continues to echo in my life. 

Christ has no body but yours, No hands, no feet on earth 
but yours, Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion 
on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, Yours 
are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Trusting in God’s goodness and provident care, I live as 
a Sister of  Notre Dame ministering to God’s people with 
love and compassion with a heart as wide as the world.

Sister Mary Janet Stamm, S.N.D. 
60-year jubilarian 

Sister Jean Marie Hoffma,  S.N.D. 
50-year jubilarian

(Continued from page 15)

Katie Schroeder 
Editorial assistant pro tem 

St. Ignatius of  Loyola, founder of  the 
Jesuit Order, wrote “The Spiritual 
Exercises,” a compilation of  prayers, con-
templations, and meditations for 
Christians. Within this text is the examen, 
a prayerful reflection which has become a 
central part of  Jesuit life (“The Examen”). 
It involves setting time aside every day 
(twice a day for St. Ignatius and the Jesuits, 
at midday and the end of  the day) to reflect 
on what happened that day and how God 
was present in those moments.  

The examen not only helps with one’s 
attentiveness to their life experience, but 
with discernment as well. Discernment is 
the willful perception of  God’s presence in 
the events of  one’s life and the resolution to 

cooperate with his calling. In order to dis-
cern God’s calling, the examen has five 
steps to follow each day: 

— Thanksgiving: Determine what you 
are especially grateful for during this day. 
Acknowledge the gifts that you have 
received…such as love and support from 
another, a moment of  courage, or a positive 
event. 

— Ask for light: Ask for the ability to see 
yourself  as God sees you, showing you 
where he has been present during the day 
through people, places and events. 

— Examination: Review the moments of  
your day, noting what has caused you joy, 
what has troubled you, what has challenged 
you, and whether you noticed God’s pres-
ence in any of  these moments. 

St. Ignatius’ ‘Examen’ a daily  
discernment exercise to discover 
God’s presence and will

(Continued on page 19)
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We invite men age 35 and over  
to consider a vocation to be a  

PERMANENT DEACoN

Join us in a ministry of service 
to God and His People 

 
For information contact the  

Office of Deacons and Diaconal Formation 

1125 Madison Avenue 
Covington, KY 41011 

(859) 392-1500

Steven Alley 
James Bayne 

Stephen Bennett 
Timothy Britt 

Brian Cox 
Rick Dames 

Steve Durkee 
Thomas Dushney 

Tony Escamilla 
Frank Estill 
James Fedor 

Scott Folz 
Jim Fortner 

Gerald Franzen 
Pete Freeman 

Charles Hardebeck 
Barry Henry 

Hudson Henry 
Bernard Kaiser 
Tom Kathman 
Michael Keller 

Lawrence Kleisinger 
David Klingenberg 

John Leardon 
Carl Ledbetter 
Michael Lyman 
Richard Malsi 
Joe McGraw 

Gregory Meier 
Charles Melville 

Thomas Nolan 

Dave Philbrick 
Dave Profitt 

Phillip Racine 
Nicholas Schwartz 

Gary Scott 
Robert Stoeckle 
William Theis 
Joe Wiedeman 

Paul Yancey 
 

Current Candidates 
Kevin Cranley 

Adam Feinauer 
Tom Murrin 
Eric Ritchie

Say Yes!
To serve as a Deacon in the Diocese of Covington

For in-depth information about religious life, permanent 
diaconate, lay pastoral ministry or priesthood, please con-
tact the following individuals. 

 
Priesthood 

Father Conor Kunath 
Vocation Office, 1125 Madison Ave,  
Covington, KY 41011-3115 
(859) 392-1566   E-mail: ckunath@covdio.org 
 

Permanent Diaconate and Lay Pastoral Ministry 
Msgr. William Neuhaus 
Pastoral Ministry Formation Office, 1125 Madison Ave, 
Covington, KY 41011-3115 
(859) 392-1564   E-mail: wneuhaus@covdio.org 
 
Deacon Paul Yancey 
Pastoral Ministry Formation Office, 1125 Madison Ave, 
Covington, KY 41011-3115 
(859) 392-1568   E-mail: pyancey@covdio.org 
 

Religious Communities of Women 
Benedictine Sisters of  Covington,  www.stwalburg.org 
Sister Cathy Bauer, O.S.B. 
St. Walburg Monastery 
2500 Amsterdam Rd, Villa Hills, KY 41017-5316 
(859) 331-6324 
E-mail: bauerosb@yahoo.com 
 
St. Joseph the Worker Sisters. www.ssjw.org 
Sister Patricia Jean Cushing, S.J.W. 
St. Joseph Convent 
143 South Main St., Walton, KY 41094 
(859) 485-4914 
E-mail: sjwvocations@gmail.com 
 
Congregation of  Divine Providence of  Kentucky 
www.cdpkentucky.org 
Sister Leslie Keener, C.D.P. 
(859) 441-0700, ext. 22 
E-mail: vocation@cdpkentucky.org 
 
Notre Dame Sisters of  Covington,  www.sndky.org 
Sister Mary Ruth Lubbers, S.N.D. 
453 Lookout Ct., Ft. Wright, KY 41011  (859) 750-8190 
E-mail: vocations@SNDKy.org  
or smrlubbers@gmail.com 
 
Congregation of  the  Passion of  Jesus Christ,  
www.erlangerpassionists.com 
Sister Mary Catherine Thomas, C.P. 
1151 Donaldson Hwy, Erlanger, KY 41018 
(859) 371-8568   
E-mail: sister.marycatherine@outlook.com 
 

Public Association of the Faithful 
Franciscan Daughters of  Mary,  www.fdofmary.org 
Sister Clare Marie Borchard, F.D.M. 
336 East 16th St., Covington, KY 41014-1303 
PO Box 122070, Covington, KY 41012-2070 
(859) 512-5575 
E-mail:fdmsisters@gmail.com 
 

Ways to support vocations 
Become a prayer partner. Prayer partners are individuals 

and families who agree to pray for a specific seminarian as 
he discerns his call. Call Father Michael Norton at (859) 392-
1566 or e-mail mnorton@covdio.org. 

Send cards and notes either directly to our seminarians 
or through Father Daniel Schomaker, assistant director of  
seminarians, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115. 

Join a group that supports vocations. Many parishes 
have vocation committees. If  your parish doesn’t, consider 
starting one. 

The Serra Club of  Northern Kentucky is part of  an inter-
national organization dedicated to supporting vocations. 
Contact Michael Murray at (859) 392-1500 or e-mail mmur-
ray@covdio.org. Visit www.serranky.org or www.serrainter-
national.org. 

Our diocesan Knights of  Columbus send each seminari-
an a financial contribution for personal expenses. Call 
Dustin Reed at (859) 866-2122 or visit kofc.org/joinus. 

Make a financial contribution to the diocesan 
Seminarian Education Fund, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington, 
KY 41011-3115 or online at www.covdio.org.

Whom to call— Response: Determine what your response to God is 
after reflecting on this day. Ask for forgiveness where it’s 
needed and express what you have realized about God’s 
calling in your life. 

— Resolve for change: Decide what you will try to 
improve tomorrow in terms of  your attitude or behavior, 
and with what spirit you want to enter tomorrow. 

There are two concepts  that St. Ignatius also mentions 
within “The Spiritual Exercises” that are helpful in prac-
ticing and understanding the examen — consolation and 
desolation. 

A person is in a state of  consolation when they are mov-
ing towards something that is genuinely good for them and 
their souls, something that leads them towards God. 

A person is in a state of  desolation when they are head-
ing towards something that is not good for them and their 
souls, causing them to move away from God’s presence in 

their life. 
It is not always easy to differentiate between consola-

tion and desolation. Consolation does not necessarily guar-
antee a positive feeling; sometimes, even when doing 
what’s right for one’s soul, one may feel challenged or neg-
atively pressured by others. 

In order to test whether something is consolation, 
examine the faith, hope and love within. Something that is 
truly consolation will reveal itself  in the growth of  faith 
(confidence in oneself, others, society and in God), hope 
(seeing the positive side of  things, taking hold of  the small 
opportunities that present themselves), and love (the lov-
ing ways one treats those around them, especially when it 
feels difficult). 

By understanding the concepts of  consolation and des-
olation, and following the five steps of  the examen each 
day, Catholics may find that they can more easily discern 
God’s will for them in their lives.

(Continued from page 17)
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Contributed 
The Serra Club for Vocations, Northern 

Kentucky, is a group of  Catholic men and 
women who pray and work to foster voca-
tions to the priesthood, diaconate and 
religious life. Club members are also 
committed growing in knowledge 
of  the Catholic faith and to 
become better Catholics 
through prayer and acts of  
stewardship. 

The Serra Club was orig-
inally founded in Seattle, 
Washington in 1934 by a 
group of  business men 
who wanted to learn more 
about their faith. The Club 
was named after Father 
Junipero Serra y Ferrer, 
O.F.M. a Franciscan priest 
who founded a number of  
missions along the west coast 
of  California. Because of  his 
evangelical and ministerial 
work in Mexico and California, 
Father Serra was beautified by Pope 
John Paul II on Sept. 25, 1988 and can-
onized by Pope Francis on Sept. 23, 2015. 

Those founding members of  the Serra 
Club gathered regularly for a meal and a program 

featuring some aspect of  Catholicism. Eventually, they 
decided to include the mission of  praying 

for and fostering vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. In 

the years since the Serra 
Clubs’ founding, clubs 

have been formed 
throughout the United 

States and in most 
countries around 
the world. 

In due time, 
their work was 
recognized by 
Church leader-
ship. In 1951, 
S e r r a 
I n t e r n at i o n a l 
became aggregat-

ed to the Sacred 
Council for 

Catholic Education 
and the Pontifical 

Work for Priestly 
Vocations. In 1986, Serra 

International voted to wel-
come women to membership 

in the organization. Today, there 
are more than 1,120 Serra Clubs in 

46 countries with a total membership of  

more than 23,000 men, women and permanent deacons. 
Each Serra Club is a member of  both a national council 
and Serra International. Serra International, which has 
an office located in Chicago, links Serra Clubs around the 
world. 

At the local level, the Serra Club for Vocations, 
Northern Kentucky, was chartered in 1961 to assist the 
Diocese of  Covington with the promotion of  vocations. 
Throughout its 60 years of  service in the diocese, the Serra 
Club has worked to foster and promote vocations, as well 
as to support priests, deacons and religious in their sacred 
ministry. They also encourage members to recognize and 
respond in their own lives to God’s call. 

The Club holds meetings on the first Tuesday of  each 
month. These business meetings begin at 7:30 a.m. for 
breakfast. On the third Tuesday of  the month, the Club 
meets for lunch and invites an outside speaker such as a 
seminarian or leader in a Catholic ministry. 

The local Serra Club also sponsors the Servers Award 
Ceremony every April, the Picnic for Women Religious 
and Seminarian Cookout in the summer months, and a 
Priest Appreciation Dinner every November. Fundraisers 
for the Club include an evening at the Florence Y’alls base-
ball game every June and the annual Serra Club Golf  
Outing in September. Club members celebrate the July 1 
feast day of  St Junipero Serra with a Mass and reception 
that is open to the public.  

In a modern world that grows increasingly secular in 
nature, it is now more important than ever to foster and 
promote religious vocations in the Church. People with a 
deep level of  faith who wish to serve the Lord by commit-
ting themselves to religious life and accepting Holy 
Orders, serve God and their community in a very unique 
and most loving way. Serrans believe that vocations to 
serve God are special and every effort should be made to 
assist these men and women by providing them with 
access to spiritual and other resources as necessary to sup-
port them during formation. 

For additional information about the Serra Club for 
Vocations, Northern Kentucky, contact membership chair 
Mike Murray by phone, (859) 392-1500, or by e-mail mmur-
ray@covdio.org.

Serra Club for Vocations in the business of  
supporting and promoting vocations since 1934

Dustin Reed 
(Faithful Navigator) 
(859) 866-2122
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How does a man recognize God’s call to pursue a voca-
tion to the priesthood? What’s it like to discern a priestly 
vocation? The diocese’s eight seminarians share their 
experiences and invite others to join them on the journey. 

 
Priestly joy 
John Baumann 

My discernment 
process toward the priest-
hood began when Father 
Michael Hennigen, then a 
seminarian himself, was 
assigned to my home 
parish, All Saints Parish 
in Walton. I was 17. Before 
then, I never really 
thought of  where priests 
came from or why a man 
would choose that life. My 
assumptions about 
priests and seminarians 
were more than a little off  
target from the truth — I 
thought they prayed and 
studied all day. 

Father Hennigen blew 
my misconceptions away when he started Wednesday 
night basketball at the parish. It never occurred to me that 
priests had fun. After I got to know Father Hennigen a bit 
more, I was more comfortable with the idea of  being a 
priest. I then started coming to Wednesday night basket-
ball early, and staying late, so I could ask more about the 
life of  a priest, and the formation of  the seminarian. 
Father Hennigen started to catch on, and finally asked me 
if  I was thinking of  being a priest. 

What influenced me most, I think, wasn’t what Father 
Hennigen said or explained. I was drawn to the priesthood 
because he spent time with me and my friends, kind of  like 
an older brother. Not only that, but he had fun and shared 
his joy with us. This joy comes from sincerely following 
the will of  the Father. I was jealous of  Father Hennigen’s 
confidence and happiness in the best way. I wanted to know 
the Father like he did. He had something that the world 
couldn’t offer, something gifted by God. 

Having answered God’s plan for my life, I can now feel 
that same peace and happiness, and it only follows that I 
allow it to shine through me for the next man who is dis-
cerning. 

 
‘Jesus, I trust in 
You’ 
Hank Bischoff 

For me, what predomi-
nantly comes to mind in 
regards to what has 
inspired my vocation and 
increased my faith is, 
“Jesus, I trust in You!” 
More than just a caption 
at the bottom of  a paint-
ing, this five-word phrase 
contains a key aspect of  
the Christian journey — 
that without Christ, we 
can do nothing. (cf. John 
15:5) 

The late Father 
Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, an expert on the 
Divine Mercy message 

and devotion, once said that trust consists in praise and 
thanksgiving. Incorporating this praise and thanksgiving 
into my daily life has been indispensable for me as I pursue 
my vocation. It reminds me that it is God who has begun 
this good work, and it is he who will bring it to completion 
(Philippians 1:6).  

Pursuing our vocations is not something we are sup-
posed to do alone. I have come to see just how deeply God 
wants us to succeed in fulfilling his plan for our lives much 
more so than we do. However, he does not want us to do so 
by our own strength alone (in fact, that would be impossi-
ble). He wants us to look to him for everything, saying, 

“Jesus, I trust in You.” Often in life just knowing that we do 
not have to do something alone can be enough to give us 
the courage to take the first step. This certainly was the 
case for me. 

 
With eyes fixed 
on the Lord 
Michael Elmlinger 

In the Book of  
Chronicles (2:20) we read 
about King Jehoshaphat 
of  Judah being invaded 
by the Moabites, 
Ammonites and 
Meunites — he was great-
ly outnumbered. In 
response to the invasion, 
the king prays one of  the 
most powerful prayers in 
the entirety of  not just 
the Old Testament but 
also of  all Sacred 
Scripture. It concludes 
with such a profound 
placement of  trust in the 

Lord that the practice still is used today. He says to God, 
“For we are powerless against this great multitude that is 
coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes 
are upon you” (20:12). 

God responds to the king’s prayer through the prophet 
Jahaziel by saying, “Fear not, and be not dismayed at this 
great multitude; for the battle is not yours but God’s … see 
the victory of  the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and 
Jerusalem” (20:15-17). With that, the Lord routed the ene-
mies of  Judah and brought victory to Jehoshaphat. 

Vocational discernment for me is very similar to this 
great battle. It can be very easy to think that you are out of  
your depth in this vocation, to fall into the traps that the 
devil and his demons lay around us, surrounding us con-
stantly. However, God does not speak to us in this way; he 
does not tell us not to do something by tearing us down and 
telling us we are not worthy. None of  us are worthy, and 
there is no one else for the Lord God to call to the priest-
hood than those who are unworthy. 

We have to keep our eyes constantly upon him, trusting 
that he is the one who is truly in charge. He is the one who 
will fight the battle for me when I am being invaded by the 
temptations of  the devil. It is when, by his grace, I keep my 
eyes on him, when I am able to surrender myself  to his 
grace that I am able to withstand temptations and do only 
what he wants me to do. Thanks be to God that this is his 
fight and not just mine. 

 

Inspired by 
diocesan priests 
Deacon A.J. Gedney 

Throughout my time 
in seminary, I have been 
inspired by the priests of  
the diocese. Even from 
my first year as a semi-
narian, they were quick 
to offer me their support. 
I grew up receiving the 
sacraments from these 
men and so I have always 
been humbled by their 
kind words and encour-
agement. When I was 
considering entering 
seminary, I was able to 
seek the advice of  several 
priests who gave me great 

counsel and readily shared their own vocation stories. To 
these priests I am particularly thankful.  

I am also inspired by the fraternity that is shared 
among the priests of  Covington. Pope Benedict once wrote 
that “ministry is done in the 1st-person plural, ‘we.’” 
Because I have seen the priests work together and support 
each other, I have confidence that I will be able to rely on 
them and come to them for help in my own ministry as a 
priest. 

 
Peace in silence 
Joshua Heskamp 

My vocation is 
inspired and sustained 
by my relationship with 
Jesus Christ. This rela-
tionship, in turn, grows 
through personal prayer 
and the sacraments. It is 
daily prayer and recep-
tion of  the Eucharist that 
keeps me focused and 
steady amid the various 
storms that arise in my 
life. 

Some of  the most 
impactful moments in 
my spiritual life have 
happened during 
Eucharistic adoration. I 
particularly remember 

spending early morning hours in front of  the Eucharist in 
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my home parish and feeling the first stirrings in my heart 
of  a possible vocation to the priesthood. The more I learn 
to depend on his grace, the more I realize that I need him 
and that I can do nothing without him. Then, it becomes all 
the more important for me to come back to him in prayer. 
I particularly love to spend time with him in silence so that 
I can bring any of  the deep anxieties of  my heart to him. 
From there, he can bring his peace into difficult situations 
and help me to persevere through them. 

Without prayer, I am sure that my vocation would floun-
der and fail. With prayer, I am sure that I can do whatever 
Christ is asking me to do, not because I am strong, but 
because he is my strength. As I continue to grow in my 
spiritual life, I recognize that this growth occurs precisely 
to the extent that I rely on his grace to work in the areas of  
my weakness. When I recognize my own weakness, and 
when I recognize the vastness of  my need for him, I also 
find the opening required for his grace to guide my heart. 
In this way, my spirit can remain, more or less, calm and 
balanced as I continue following the path of  my vocation. 

 
Discernment 
retreat — taking 
time away 
Michael Schulte 

The grace of  God and 
the help of  several people 
have greatly influenced 
my discernment. The 
most notable person who 
has helped me out is 
Father Ryan Boyle, a mil-
itary chaplain I got to 
know while stationed in 
North Dakota. 

As I started living the 
Catholic faith again, 
there was a conviction on 
my heart concerning the 
priesthood, a conviction 
that I staunchly avoided at 
first. Getting to know 

Father Boyle helped clear up many of  the questions I had 
about our faith. I saw how he lived out his priesthood with 
holiness and zeal for the Gospel. 

After a few months of  getting to know him, Father 
Boyle didn’t even bring up the question about a potential 
vocation until he asked me if  I wanted to go on a discern-
ment retreat at St. Patrick’s Seminary in California. I fig-
ured I might as well, and it would get me out of  work for a 
few days. 

I went on the retreat and found out that seminarians 
aren’t distant people floating around the castle all day. 
These are disciples of  Christ striving to do his will. The 
retreat was a blessing and certainly helped me take the 

leap of  faith and go to seminary after my contract with the 
government was over (I still had a year and a half  left on 
my enlistment). 

My coworkers wondered where I was for the few days I 
was gone, so I told them where I was and why. They started 
calling me Father Schulte. With that fruitful experience 
and the encouragement of  Father Boyle and many other 
people, discernment of  this vocation has been nothing but 
a huge win. The other seminarians at St. Vincent 
Seminary have been another key contributor to calming 
my spirit and increasing my faith. Both of  my parish 
assignments so far have been tremendous. The pastors and 
the prayers of  the parishioners have surely encouraged me 
to keep on going. I have been abundantly blessed! 

 
Parent and  
pastor support 
Justin Schwarz 

What has been instrumental in my own discernment 
towards the priesthood is 
first the tremendous sup-
port of  my parents since 
the beginning along with 
the encouragement of  my 
parish priest back in 
Seattle, Father Ed White. 
Their support and 
encouragement was what 
lead me to consider the 
idea of  a vocation in the 
first place. That seed 
planted on my heart to 
discern the will of  God 
grew all throughout high 
school and never left me. 

Nothing else that I pur-
sued or explored gave me 
the peace and the joy that 
I found in a vocation to 
the priesthood. My dis-

cernment out of  high school lead to the Franciscan 
University of  Steubenville where I studied philosophy and 
theology. My four years there were incredibly transforma-
tive in ways that I could have never imagined or expected. 
I was able to go all in with my discernment being sur-
rounded by many people who were on fire for their faith, 
develop real holy and authentic friendships, grow spiritu-
ally by the immense opportunities for constant prayer 
there and be formed intellectually by good and holy profes-
sors. 

It was through one of  these friendships that I was even-
tually lead to the Diocese of  Covington. The liturgy and the 
Eucharist are what greatly inspired me today in my dis-
cernment and have become the foundation and bedrock of  
my prayer. I have found deep consolation and healing from 
devotions like Eucharistic adoration and silent prayer. 

  
Hitting all the 
right notes 
Brad Whittle 

Music has always been 
an instrumental (pun 
intended) aspect of  my 
prayer life. I used to be the 
music minister at Sts. 
Boniface and James 
Parish, Ludlow, and during 
that time I had the privi-
lege to be at multiple 
Masses every weekend. 
This allowed me the oppor-
tunity to pray the Mass 
more often and to dive 
more deeply into our 
Catholic tradition. 

This led me to perform-
ing music in retirement 
communities and the hos-
pital, where I was able to 
use my God-given talents 
in service of  God by bring-
ing peace and joy to others 
through music. It always 
brought me so much joy, as 

well, to share the Gospel with people through music, which 
is a language that everyone speaks. There is something 
especially heartwarming about seeing someone’s face 

light up when they hear 
their favorite church 
song just after they have 
undergone some kind of  
major surgery, or after 
having been in quaran-
tine for many weeks or 
months. 

It has always been 
bringing Christ to others 
that has helped stir the 
fire within me to become 
a priest. A call to priest-
hood is a call to be a ser-
vant to those placed in 
your care, which can take 
many different forms 
given one’s assignment. 
Above all, what has 
encouraged me most in 
my discernment of  the 

priesthood is the constant consolation from God that what 
I am doing is pleasing to him. In other words, what has 
encouraged me most is that it seems that God wants me to 
be a priest. 

I encourage everyone to follow the call that God has 
placed on your heart, and to never forget that you are 
called, above all else, to be holy. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Tombs of  fallen soldiers are cry for 
peace, pope says on All Souls’ feast 

ROME — The tombstones of  soldiers killed in war cry out to 
people today to end all wars and to stop the production of  
weapons, Pope Francis said. “I am sure that all of  those who 
went with goodwill (to war), called by their country to defend 
it, are with the Lord,” he said, celebrating Mass on the feast of  
All Souls, Nov. 2, at the French Military Cemetery in Rome. 
“But we, who are journeying (on earth), are we fighting enough 
so there will be no more wars, so there will be no more domes-
tic economies fortified by the arms industry?” he asked. An 
easing of  restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic allowed 
Pope Francis to resume his usual practice of  celebrating Mass 
on the feast of  All Souls in a cemetery — in Rome or nearby — 
but only about 250 people were in attendance. Last year he 
presided over a private Mass in a chapel and then visited and 
blessed graves in a small cemetery inside the Vatican. The 
Italian government established the French Military Cemetery 
to honor the French soldiers who fought against Nazi and fas-
cist forces on Italian soil from 1943 to 1944. Nearly 2,000 French 
soldiers are buried here, many of  them Moroccan soldiers who 
served under French officers. Among those present at the Mass 
was Cardinal Dominique Mamberti, prefect of  the Vatican’s 
highest court, who was born in Marrakech, Morocco, to French 
parents. 

 

Pope urges leaders at COP26 to be 
courageous in tackling climate change 

VATICAN CITY — Education, a change in lifestyles and a 
model of  development focused “on fraternity and on the 
covenant between human beings and the natural environment” 
are urgently needed to slow climate change and care for its vic-
tims, Pope Francis said in a message to world leaders at the 
COP26 summit. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of  
state and head of  the Holy See delegation to the U.N. climate 
conference in Glasgow, Scotland, read portions of  the pope’s 
message to the assembly Nov. 2. The cardinal was one of  more 
than 50 speakers, most of  whom were heads of  state or govern-
ment leaders, delivering three-minute “national statements” 
during the high-level segment of  the Conference of  the Parties 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. The high-level segment will resume Nov. 9-10, and 
negotiations will close Nov. 12. The Vatican released the full 
text of  the pope’s message, which was submitted as part of  the 
official record of  the summit. Like other leaders who spoke of  
the concrete commitments their governments were making, 
Pope Francis briefly explained the action the Vatican had 
adopted; the first is to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050. But the Holy See, with its influence over parishes, schools 
and universities around the globe, also is committed, he said, 
to promoting “education in integral ecology,” meaning a focus 
on both the needs of  the earth and on the needs of  the people 
who inhabit it. 

 

Court rejects vaccine religious exemp-
tion for Maine health care workers 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court is allowing a COVID-
19 vaccine mandate for health care workers in Maine to remain 
in effect, rejecting an emergency appeal from a group of  the 
state’s health care workers seeking a religious exemption. 
Although the one-sentence order issued Oct. 29 did not give an 
explanation, justices expressed their views in separate writ-
ings. Justice Neil Gorsuch, in an eight-page dissent joined by 
Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito, said that he 
would have agreed to the request of  the state’s health care 
workers, noting that many other states have religious exemp-
tions in place for health care workers. He said the firing of  
workers and shutting down of  health care practices for non-
compliance with the vaccine mandate is “worthy of  our atten-
tion” because those seeking a religious exemption are “adher-
ing to their constitutionally protected religious beliefs.” He 
also said the state’s refusal to grant religious exemptions “bor-
ders on the irrational.” Justice Amy Coney Barrett, in a short 
statement of  concurrence, joined by Justice Brett Kavanaugh, 
said the court’s emergency docket was not a suitable place to 
resolve the workers’ claims. New York and Rhode Island are 
the only other states with vaccine mandates for health care 
workers that do not have religious exemptions and both of  
these mandates are currently being fought in lower courts. 

 
 

 
National/World



of  my family. To my surprise, it has often been the person 
whom I would have least chosen to live with who has been a 
vehicle of  grace and transformation in my life.  

Moreover, this has been true for my life in general. I have 
often found myself  graced by the most unlikely, unexpected, 
initially unwelcome sources. Admittedly, this has not always 
been without pain. What’s foreign, what’s other, can be 
upsetting and painful for a long time before grace and reve-

lation are recognized, but it’s what carries grace. 
That is our challenge always, though particularly today 

when so many of  us are retreating to our own islands, imag-
ining this as maturity, and then rationalizing it by a false 
faith, a false nationalism, and a false idea of  what consti-
tutes maturity. This is both wrong and dangerous. Engaging 
with what is other enlarges us. God is in the stranger, and so 
we are cutting ourselves off  from a major avenue of  grace 
whenever we will not let the foreign into our lives. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and 
award-winning author.
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“Antlers” (Searchlight) Set in an impoverished com-
munity in rural Oregon, this deeply unsettling horror film 
charts the efforts of  a middle school teacher to discover 

what’s behind the 
strange behavior of  a 
troubled student 
whose mysterious tra-
vails eventually turn 
out to be connected to 
a series of  bizarre 

deaths that the educator’s brother, the local sheriff, is 

investigating. Based on a short story by 
Nick Antosca, who co-wrote the screen-
play with director Scott Cooper and C. 
Henry Chaisson, the gothic tale abounds 
in disturbing sights many will wish to 
avoid and may consider offensive. Yet 
Cooper and his collaborators are at their 
best when relying on suggestion and 
crafting an eerie atmosphere. Their occa-
sional lapses in more lurid material — 
scenes of  bloodletting and shots of  

mauled corpses — though shocking, are 
relatively brief  and designed to advance a 
dark fable about the dire consequences of  
environmental irresponsibility. Arduous 
but artistically valid fare. Intense gory 
violence, numerous gruesome images, 
occult themes, partial nudity, sexual mim-
icry, about a half-dozen uses of  profanity, 
a couple of  milder oaths, frequent rough 
language, a few crude terms. CNS: L; 
MPAA: R. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films 

— go to catholicnews.com and click 

on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” 

Catholic News Service (CNS)  

classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  

•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  

•  A-III — adults;  

•  L — limited adult audience; 

•  O — morally offensive.




