
Archbishop: Synod on synodality 
should not avoid problems 

Christopher Gunty 
Catholic News Service 

BALTIMORE — More than 200 bishops and archbishops, includ-
ing Bishop John C. Iffert, Covington, and six cardinals concelebrat-
ed the opening Mass for the fall assembly of  the U.S. Conference of  
Catholic Bishops and the first in-person gathering for the prelates 
since November 2019. 

The pandemic moved their past three full meetings to videocon-
ferencing. 

Archbishop José H. Gomez of  Los Angeles, the USCCB’s presi-
dent, was the principal celebrant. The bishops, masked and ade-
quately spaced, along with some laypeople, filled the pews of  the 
Basilica of  the National Shrine of  the Assumption of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary for the evening Mass Nov. 15. 

Among the concelebrants were Baltimore Archbishop William 
E. Lori and Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the 
United States, Pope Francis’ representative, who was scheduled to 
address the bishops at their morning session Nov. 16. 

One of  the most contentious items on the bishops’ agenda for the 
meeting was to be discussion and action on a new statement titled 
“The Mystery of  the Eucharist in the Life of  the Church.” 

Preliminary discussion in June about such a document was 
extensive and showed some division among the bishops about the 
themes of  the document and even whether the conference should 
issue one. 

In his homily, Archbishop Lori welcomed the bishops to the 
basilica, noting that this year, America’s first cathedral marked the 
200th anniversary of  its dedication by Archbishop Ambrose 
Maréchal, the third archbishop of  Baltimore. 

“Not only does this church reflect of  the genius of  architect 
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, it also remains after more than two cen-
turies a parish vibrant in faith, worship and service, and for us and 
for our nation, it stands as the home of  American synodality,” he 
said. 

He noted that plaques on the walls of  the church commemorate 
the seven Provincial Councils of  Baltimore that were held there 
1829-1849, as well as the three Plenary Councils held in 1852, 1866 
and 1884. Those synods led to the annual meetings of  the U.S. bish-
ops and eventually to the creation in 1917 of  the episcopal confer-
ence that is now the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops. 

“While those synods were not as inclusive as the synodal path 
pointed out by Pope Francis, they were nonetheless indicative of  a 
desire on the part of  the bishops to meet, to pray, to talk things out, 
and where possible, to reach consensus, and to do so for the good of  
a growing Church in a restless and divided nation,” Archbishop 
Lori said. 

“It seems appropriate, then, that we celebrate a tradition of  syn-
odality, in these days when the ‘Synod on Synodality’ is underway 
throughout the Church,” he said. 

The Church in the U.S. and around the world is engaged in a lis-
tening phase in preparation for the 2023 meeting of  the world Synod 
of  Bishops on synodality, called for by Pope Francis, around the 
theme, “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and 
Mission.” Diocesan phases of  the synod are in progress through 
August 2022. 

“Our predecessor-bishops dealt with problems not unlike the 
ones we grapple with: the challenge of  immigration, liturgical and 
catechetical matters, the rights of  workers, the need for Catholic 
education, relations between bishops and priests, and more broadly, 
the relationship of  faith and culture in America,” Archbishop Lori 
said. 

He reminded the bishops of  today that those prior meetings 
often included sharp differences of  opinion. “Yet, for the divisions 
that ran through the American hierarchy of  that day, they managed 
to preserve robustly an essential unity of  faith, and they pro-
claimed and taught the faith boldly and persistently.” 

He noted that the bishops in 1852 First Plenary Council failed to 
adequately address the issue of  slavery. 

“Such silence may have preserved a degree of  unity among bish-
ops hailing from the North and the South, but in hindsight, failure 
to condemn slavery stands as a blot on American conciliarism. 
Similarly, the bishops gathered for the Second Plenary Council did 
not fully grasp the immense pastoral need and opportunity present-
ed by 4 million emancipated slaves,” Archbishop Lori said. 

In his own 2019 pastoral reflection, “The Journey to Racial 
Justice — Repentance, Healing and Action,” Archbishop Lori 
acknowledged the Church’s historical involvement in a society in 
which the institution of  slavery was deeply embedded. 

He noted in that document that previously published research 
showed Archbishops John Carroll, Maréchal and Samuel Eccleston 
“possessed enslaved persons, which included making provisions 
for their manumission or sale. Father Leonard Neale, who later 
became archbishop of  Baltimore, was a member of  the Society of  
Jesus who made decisions affecting the lives of  the enslaved per-
sons held by the Jesuits.” 

In the homily, Archbishop Lori said, “Our predecessors main-
tained a kind of  unity by avoiding the divisive issue of  slavery, and 
then missed the opportunity to serve the pastoral and material 
needs of  the emancipated slaves. 

“This reminds us that the synodal path is not the path of  least 
resistance, nor is synodal unity based on the avoidance of  sensitive 
or painful problems. Rather, we must seek to know and do the truth 
in love,” he said. 

As the bishops sift through materials for their meeting, they 
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(right) Bishops attend Mass Nov. 15, 
2021, at the Basilica of  the National 
Shrine of  the Assumption of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore  
during the fall general assembly of  
the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops. Due to the COVID-19  
pandemic, it is the first in-person  
bishops’ meeting since 2019. 

(below) Archbishop William E. Lori of  
Baltimore delivers the homily during 
Mass .

(Continued on page 11)



Laura Keener 
Editor 

The faculty, staff  and students at St. Henry District High 
School, Erlanger, celebrated its 2021 Blue Ribbon School of  
Excellence designation, Nov. 12, with an all-school assembly. 
David Gish, principal, welcomed distinguished guests: Bishop 
John Iffert; Bishop Roger Foys; Father Matthew Cushing, 
chaplain, SHDHS; Father Ryan Maher, vicar general and 
SHDHS alumnus; Kenda McGuire, superintendent of  Schools 
and SHDHS alumna; Dave Otte, former principal SHDHS; 
Suzi Francis, parent and SHDHS alumna; John Lyons, parent; 
and Kevin Collins, parent and SHDHS alumnus. 

“I want to thank all of  our special guests and parents who 
are celebrating with us today,” said Mr. Gish. “I am especially 
proud that five of  our special guests are St. Henry alumni.” 

Each year through its National Blue Ribbon Program the 
U.S. Department of  Education recognizes public and private 
elementary, middle, and high schools for overall academic 
excellence or progress in closing achievement gaps. Also this 
year, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell, received its 
fourth Blue Ribbon of  Excellence designation. They will be 
celebrating in the weeks ahead. This is the second Blue 
Ribbon of  Excellence designation for St. Henry District High 
School. The community received its first designation in 2012. 
This year’s designation, Mr. Gish said, is especially signifi-
cant because it is based on the academic achievement of  the 
Class of  2020. 

“That was the class that walked out of  this building on 
Friday, March 13, 2020, (due to the pandemic shutdown) never 
returning to complete their senior year and missed their 
opportunity to ‘Leave As One,’” said Mr. Gish, referring to the 
schools motto: “Come as Many, Leave as One.” 

Mr. Gish said that the 20-page narrative portion of  the Blue 
Ribbon application was developed by sharing details of  the 
programs at SHDHS. 

“Faculty, staff  and students — all of  the tireless hours you 
have spent over the past year and a half  have been recog-
nized,” Mr. Gish said. “We did this together! And we are the 
only high school in the state of  Kentucky to receive this award 
for 2021.” 

Mr. Gish thanked Bishop Foys and Mr. Otte for their sup-
port and contributions to bringing the 2021 Blue Ribbon des-

ignation to SHDHS. 
“Bishop Foys, your years of  support for Catholic educa-

tion in this diocese is evident in this room today,” he said. “I 
would also like to thank my mentor of  30-plus years, Mr. Dave 
Otte. Mr. Otte is responsible for hiring the majority of  our 
incredible faculty and staff. Mr. Otte, you did well, they have 
been true Crusaders in our most difficult times — you should 
be very proud of  the footprint you left in these hallways.” 

In her comments, Mrs. McGuire congratulated the SHDHS 
community both as an educator and a member. 

“As an educator, I know the hard work that is required to 
achieve the National Blue Ribbon School Award from the U.S. 
Department of  Education. Your school has worked hard to 
achieve scores in the top 15 percent of  the nation and I con-
gratulate you for your high standards of  academic excel-
lence,” Mrs. McGuire said. “As an alumna, I am honored to be 
present for this prestigious award. To principal, and my for-
mer teacher, Mr. Dave Gish, and the entire SHDHS communi-
ty — congratulations!” 

In his words of  congratulations Bishop Iffert acknowl-
edged the three hallmarks of  a Catholic school. 

“In the Diocese of  Covington and in the Catholic Church 
around the country and around the world, we sponsor schools 
for three reasons: we want to create great scholars, we want to 
create great contributing citizens, and, most of  all, we want to 
add to the formation of  saints,” said Bishop Iffert. “Faithful 
scholars, faithful citizens, saints — that’s why the Catholic 
education system exists.” 

“This award is about the first two — being faithful scholars 
and faithful citizens … congratulations. There’s no award we 
can give you for that third piece — the saints piece. You’re 
going to have to build your own monument there. You have to 
give your own witness. You have to go out into the world and 
give witness by the way you love your God and the way you 
love your neighbor. And that’s the only award there is there. 
We want, together, to share the life of  faith in this world and 
to share happiness with God forever in the world to come. And 
there is no award for that except the one that counts eternally 

— the most important award of  all.” 
The students swooned in anticipation as Bishop Iffert 

acknowledged that the words he was about to say are words 
that he is sure all students have been waiting to hear. While, 
he said, it would not be typical of  him to award a day off  
school, Bishop Foys had asked him to. And so, he was granti-
ng the students at SHDHS a day off, Monday, Nov. 15. 

“I can’t say no to Bishop Foys,” Bishop Iffert said.

Brad Torline 
Messenger Contributor 

My life changed forever in August of  
2020. Four days after my 26th birthday my 
wife gave birth to our daughter and we 
became parents for the first time. It was a 
wild experience — onesies, pacifiers, sleep 
schedules, swaddles and dozens of  diapers 
all whirled together to permanently trans-
form the way we lived our lives. 

Another little person was with us. 
Already she had her own personality, her 
own unique qualities and her own destiny. 
One of  the trillions of  thoughts that cas-
caded through my mind that first week 

was just that — her destiny. I remember look-
ing down at that tiny little human being and 
wondering “Who are you? Who will you 
become?” 

As Catholic parents our chief  duty is to 
help our children become who God is calling 
them to be. As I looked down at the little girl 
who had crash-landed into my life I wondered 
(as I often still do), “What is God’s plan for 
her?” 

During November it is typical for the 
Church to reflect on vocations — on the vari-
ous roles through which God calls us to serve 
the mission of  the Church. This November we 
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St. Henry District High School celebrates 
Blue Ribbon designation

Family life and vocations — no matter where  
vocational path ends, lead children with love

Nov. 24–26 
Diocesan Curia offices closed 
for Thanksgiving 

Nov. 28 
Mass, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, Burlington, 
10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Dec. 1 
Mass, Bishop Brossart High 
School, Alexandria, 9:45 a.m. 

Dec. 2 
St. Joseph Pre-K School, 
Camp Springs, 10 a.m. 

Dec. 3 
Diocesan Curia staff  
luncheon, 11:30 a.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

(above left, from left) Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  Schools; David Gish, principal, St. Henry District High School and Bishop John Iffert with the 2021 National Blue Ribbon of  Excellence award. 

(above center) In his remarks, Nov. 12, Bishop Iffert said that creating faithful scholars, faithful citizens and saints are why the Catholic education system exists. Behind Bishop Iffert are Mrs. McGuire and 
Father Ryan Maher, vicar general and SHDHS alumnus. 

(above right) Students cheer as Bishop Iffert awards them a day off, Monday, Nov. 15 in recognition of  the school’s Blue Ribbon designation.

(Continued on page 11)

Keener photos

Covington Diocese Blue Ribbon Schools 

Eighteen Catholic schools in the Diocese of Covington 
schools system have been designated Blue Ribbon Schools 
of Excellence. They are: 

     Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, 2018 

     Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell, 1994, 2007, 
         2015, 2021 

     Covington Catholic High School, Park Hills, 2007, 2016 

     Covington Latin School, Covington, 2003 

     Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Burlington, 2006,  
         2018 

     Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills, 1996, 2012, 2019 

     St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright, 2009 

     St. Cecilia School, Independence, 2018 

     St. Henry District High School, Erlanger, 2012, 2021 

     St. Henry Elementary School, Elsmere, 2016 

     St. Joseph School, Cold Spring, 2018 

     St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs, 2006, 2017 

     St. Mary School, Alexandria, 2016 

     St. Paul School, Florence, 2014 

     St. Pius X School, Edgewood, 2001, 2015 

     St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas, 2006, 2019 

     Villa Madonna Academy Elementary, Villa Hills, 2007,  
         2017 

     Villa Madonna Academy High School/Jr. High, Villa Hills, 
         2002, 2003, 2020
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

The diocesan High School Placement Test for incoming 
freshmen will be held Saturday, Dec. 11, 9 a.m.–noon at 
seven of  the nine Catholic high schools in the Diocese of  
Covington. Registration is coordinated through each indi-
vidual high school. The two high schools 
not using the standard high school place-
ment test are Covington Latin School and 
St. Patrick High School, Maysville.  

Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  
Schools, said that due to the unique struc-
ture of  these two schools — St. Patrick is 
a parish, K-12 school and Covington Latin 
School accepts accelerated and high per-
forming students — each offers its own 
entrance and placement test. 

The other seven high schools — 
Bishop Brossart, Covington Catholic, 
Holy Cross District, Newport Central 
Catholic, Notre Dame Academy, St. Henry 
District and Villa Madonna Academy — 
not only administer the test but also use 
the results of  the test as the basis for 
some academic scholarships. It’s impor-
tant to note that a student may take the 
exam at any high school they wish, but 
they will only be eligible for academic 
scholarships from the school where the 
test was taken. 

“Hopefully our students and parents 
have been attending the open houses and 
eighth grade visits and they’re getting a 
sense of  where they want to go to high 
school,” Mrs. McGuire said, adding that if  a student would 
decide to attend a school other than the school where he or 
she took the test, the scores from the test will be shared with 
the other school. “They just wouldn’t be eligible for the 
scholarship,” she said. 

Test anxiety can be something that some students strug-
gle with. And, naturally, parents want their children to do 
well. Mrs. McGuire said that, as best as they can, students 
and parents should put aside those anxieties and pressures 
as they prepare for the high school entrance test. 

“The test is just to show what you know,” said Mrs. 
McGuire. “It’s really just to get a snapshot of  where a stu-

dent is academically to make sure that we’re setting stu-
dents on the track that best meets their educational needs.” 

And, Mrs. McGuire added, the test is only one of  several 
things that schools look at when placing students. “So, stu-
dents shouldn’t stress about it,” she said. 

To help alleviate some fears Mrs. McGuire shared what 
the test will look like so that stu-
dents will know what to expect. 

It is going to be a standardized 
assessment that most students are 
used to. 

Bring a No. 2 pencil. While some 
elementary schools have gone to 
standardized electronic assess-
ments, the high school placement 
test is still a paper and pencil 
assessment, but it is a similar for-
mat. 

The test is divided into sections. 
“It is an assessment of  all the differ-
ent subject areas that they’ve 
already experienced and learned,” 
Mrs. McGuire said. 

And each section is timed. “But 
all of  their test taking skills that 
they’ve been practicing for all their 
years of  elementary school have 
prepared them; they’ll be absolute-
ly ready for this,” Mrs. McGuire 
said about the time constraints. 

Because it is an “old school” 
paper and pencil test, students and 
parents should not expect to get the 
results that day or even that month. 

Mrs. McGuire said that the test results will be available 
“probably” at the end of  January 2022. So, take the test, for-
get about it and enjoy the holidays. 

Mrs. McGuire did offer some advice on how to prepare 
for the test. 

“It’s important to get rest, to be well-rested for your test. 
Eat a good dinner and a good breakfast so that you’re phys-
ically ready for the test,” Mrs. McGuire said. 

“I think it’s always good to use prayer to calm anxieties, 
to place our trust in God and ask him to send us that calm 
and readiness,” she said. “Know that you’re prepared for 
this and you’ll do the best that you can.”

Eighth graders and parents start deciding 
where to take the High School Placement test

Laura Keener 
Editor 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of  Kansas City and 
chairman for the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, is asking Catholics to 
join with Catholic, Orthodox and 
Protestant Christians nationwide in a 
united effort of  prayer and fasting as 
the U.S. Supreme Court begins to delib-
erate a pro-life case. 

“Pray for Dobbs” kicked-off  Nov. 18 
with a historic online prayer gathering. 
Speakers included: Metropolitan 
Tikhon, Assembly of  Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of  the USA; 
Archbishop Naumann; Benjamin 
Watson, pro-life activist and former 
NFL player; Tony Evans, senior pastor, 
Oak Cliff  Bible Fellowship; and Mother 
Agnes Mary Donovan, superior gener-
al, Sisters of  Life. A recording of  the 
event along with information and 
resources to support the “Pray for 
Dobbs” prayer campaign is available 
online at www.prayfordobbs.com. 

The case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, addresses the constitutionality of  a 15-week 
abortion ban passed into law in Mississippi. The Supreme 
Court will begin hearing arguments Dec. 1, 2021. The case 

is considered to be the most significant chance in a gener-
ation to overturn Roe v. Wade — the 1973 Supreme Court 
case that legalized abortion in the United States. 

A decision in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization case isn’t expected until June 2022. Catholics 

are encouraged to participate in the 
“Pray for Dobbs” prayer campaign until 
the case is decided. 

“This is significant,” said Faye Roch, 
director, Pro-Life Office, Diocese of  
Covington. “I really do think we need 
prayers, because I feel like there are 
many forces out there who are against 
this and if  we can unite all faiths to 
come together and to join in prayer we 
can restore the right to life in the United 
States.” 

The Pro-Life Office is sharing “Pray 
for Dobbs” information and reminders 
on its Facebook page and website, 
www.covdio.org/pro-life/. Parishes are 
encouraged to do the same on their 
social media sites as well as hosting 
Holy Hours and prayer services. 

“I think more than anything, what we need as a nation 
is to come together in unity; especially for something like 
this — to pray for life,” said Mrs. Roch. “This is something 
that gives us great hope.”

‘Pray for Dobbs’ prayer campaign offers 
great hope to restoring right to life in U.S.

Reporting Misconduct  
in the Diocese of Covington 

Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by a cleric, 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Covington is asked 
to contact Ms. Margaret Schack, diocesan victims assistance 
coordinator (859) 392-1515. Professional assistance and pas-
toral support will be provided in confidentiality and with 
respect. 

A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for 
Addressing Sexual Misconduct” is available by contacting the 
Chancery, (859) 392-1510 or visiting www.covdio.org and 
going to “Sexual Misconduct Policy.” 

Informando sobre conducta inapropiada en 
la Diocesis de Covington 

Cualquier persona que haya experimentado conducta sexual 
inapropiada por parte de un clérigo, empleado o voluntario 
de la Diócesis de Covington está invitada a ponerse en con-
tacto con Ms. Margaret Schack , coordindora diocesana para 
dar asistencia a las víctimas. Teléfono (859) 392-1515. 
Asistencia profesional y apoyo moral serán ofrecidos de una 
manera confidencial y con respeto. 

Una copia de “Normas y Procedimientos sobre Conducta 
Sexual Inapropiada” está disponible poniéndose en contacto 
con la Cancillería, Teléfono (859) 392-1510, o visitando 
www.covdio.org y marcando “Sexual Misconduct Policy.”

Omission 
Happy 61st wedding anniversary to William and 
Theresa Averbeck. Their names were missing from 
the anniversary couple listing published Oct. 15. 
The Messenger regrets the omission.

High School Placement test 
For information on admissions call one the 
high schools directly or the Department of 
Catholic Schools, (859) 392-1500. 

High Schools 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria 
(859) 635-2108 

Covington Catholic, Park Hills 
(859) 491-2247 

Covington Latin School 
(859) 291-7044 

Holy Cross District High School, Latonia 
(859) 431-1335 

Newport Central Catholic, Newport 
(859) 292-0001 

Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills 
(859) 261-4300 

St. Henry District High School, Erlanger 
(859) 525-0255 

St. Patrick High School, Maysville 
(606) 564-5949 

Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills 
(859) 331-6333

Official Assignments

By order of  
The Most Rev. John C. Iffert  
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 

  
Jamie N. Schroeder, 
Chancellor 

Effective Oct. 7, 2021 
Very Rev. Ryan L. Maher, V.G. 
To: Vicar General 
Continues other duties 
Very Rev. Daniel L. Schomaker, V.G. 
To: Vicar General 
Continues other duties 

Effective Nov. 9, 2021 
Very Rev. Ryan L. Stenger, J.V. 
To: Judicial Vicar 
Term: Remainder of 10 year term  
(through June 30, 2030) 
Continues other duties 
Very Rev. Mark A. Keene, V.F. 
To: Dean, Northern Kenton County Deanery 
Term: Remainder of three year term  
(through June 30, 2023) 
Continues other duties 
Very Rev. Ryan L. Maher, V.G., V.F. 
To: Dean, Covington Deanery 
Term: Remainder of three year term  
(through June 30, 2023) 
Continues other duties 
Rev. Msgr. Gerald L. Reinersman, V.F. 
To: Dean, Campbell County Deanery 
Term: Remainder of three year term  
(through June 30, 2023) 
Continues other duties 
Very Rev. Andrew L. Young, V.F. 
To: Dean, Southeast Deanery 
Term: Remainder of three year term  
(through June 30, 2023) 
Continues other duties 
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The king who takes nothing
The readings for the Solemnity of  Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of  the Universe are: Daniel 7:13–14; 
Revelations 1:5–8 and John 18:33b–37. 

To understand something better it is sometimes help-
ful to contrast it with its opposite. I would like to take that 
approach in this meditation on the Solemnity of  Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of  
the Universe. 

The people God called 
to be in relationship with 
him were at first not even 
a people. God’s first rela-
tionships were with indi-
viduals — Adam, Noah, 
Abram — and, by exten-
sion, their families. 
“Israel” was first the new 
name God gave Jacob, 
after Jacob’s mysterious 
encounter with God at the 
Ford of  Jabbok. Israel’s 
twelve sons became the 
tribes of  Israel, but it was 

not until the Exodus from Egypt that we truly see Israel 
gathered as a people with one leader — Moses. And even 
though Moses — and after him, Joshua — led Israel, it 
was clear that he was God’s spokesman, and that God was 
himself  leading this people. 

After Joshua’s death various judges provided leader-
ship for Israel, one of  whom was Samuel. Scripture tells 
us that when Samuel became old, he made his two sons 
judges of  Israel, but both sons were bad judges: “Yet his 
sons did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after gain; 
they took bribes and perverted justice” (1 Sam 8:3). 

For various reasons we can imagine, all the elders of  
Israel came to Samuel and asked him to appoint for them 

a king to govern them. Samuel was displeased by this 
request, and prayed to God about it. God assured Samuel 
that Israel was not rejecting Samuel, but God. 
Nevertheless, God was willing to give Israel a king, but 
told Samuel to warn them. The following is a rather long 
quote, but it is worth hearing God’s warning: 

“These will be the ways of  the king who will reign 
over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his 
chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 
chariots; and he will appoint for himself  commanders of  
thousands and commanders of  fifties, and some to plow 
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his 
implements of  war and the equipment of  his chariots. He 
will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 
bakers. He will take the best of  your fields and vineyards 
and olive orchards and give them to his servants. He will 
take the tenth of  your grain and of  your vineyards and 
give it to his officers and to his servants. He will take your 
menservants and maidservants, and the best of  your cat-
tle and your asses, and put them to his work. He will take 
the tenth of  your flocks, and you shall be his slaves” (1 
Sam 8:11–17). 

Even after this rather dire warning, Israel was 
adamant: “No! But we will have a king over us, that we 
also may be like all the nations” (1 Sam 8:20). 

The picture of  an earthly king in God’s warning is of  
someone who will take from the people, use their flocks 
and produce, and even their sons and daughters, to sup-
ply his needs. An earthly king will use his power and 
authority over them to the point of  turning them into 
slaves, making them sacrifice for him. 

The picture of  Jesus Christ’s kingship is vastly differ-
ent. Jesus Christ, John writes in the second reading, is 
the one who loves us, has sacrificed himself, bought our 
freedom from slavery to sin by his own blood. Jesus needs 
nothing from us because, as we hear him say in the 

Gospel, his kingdom does not belong to this world. The 
earthly king will take from his people what they produce 
and need and use it for his good; Jesus wants to take away 
from us only what will harm us. In return, he wants to 
give to us; as we pray in the Preface (the prayer before the 
Holy, Holy, Holy), he wants to bring us “truth and life,” 
“holiness and grace,”  “justice, love and peace.” 

God wanted to be king over Israel, but they rejected 
him: “Hearken to the voice of  the people in all that they 
say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. According to all 
the deeds which they have done to me, from the day I 
brought them up out of  Egypt even to this day, forsaking 
me and serving other gods” (1Sam 8:7–8). 

Likewise, Jesus wants to be king over us. After all he 
has done for us: humbly becoming one of  us, being the 
“faithful witness” to God’s love for us, sacrificing himself  
on the Cross, freeing us from the slavery of  sin, pouring 
out his Holy Spirit upon us to make it possible to grow in 
holiness — will we reject him, letting politicians or movie 
stars or reality stars or a boss or, worst of  all, ourselves, 
be the ruling influence in our lives, or will we accept his 
reign, allowing him to take away what will harm us and 
keep us from eternal life? 

What that will look like — Jesus being the ruling influ-
ence in your life — I cannot tell you, but it begins simply 
by asking him to take over your life, committing yourself  
to allowing him to guide you from now on. Trust him — 
he needs nothing from you, wants nothing from you but 
your love, desires only good for you, and will lead you out 
of  the slavery to any earthly “ruler” into the freedom that 
is promised to the daughters and sons of  God. 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Father Stephen Bankemper

GO AND GLORIFY

Living the sacrament of confirmation
Somewhere along the way, earlier this week, my wife 

and I attended the confirmation of  a granddaughter and 
10 of  her classmates. It was a cold, windy and rainy night. 
Our home was nice and toasty and we would be out later 
than normal, but confirmations are extremely important. 
We know that first hand from experiencing our own 

many years ago and from 
the opportunity to attend 
quite a few confirmations 
for our children and grand-
children when they were 
ready. That is the key ingre-
dient, we have found. 

I trust that many of  you 
have enjoyed being a part 
of  such an important event 
of  Catholic life and it was a 
special experience for us to 
greet the celebrant and 
newly installed Bishop 
John Iffert, to hear him 
share his words of  encour-

agement and confidence and to see him lay his hands on 
each tested, qualified and well-prepared recipient. 

The printed, highly informative program provided a 
beautiful summary of  the sacrament at hand, if  you will, 
for the benefit of  the confirmandi and for those of  us in 
attendance who felt the renewed urge to live our lives in 
the Spirit of  the solemn promises we made when we were 
confirmed. For us, that happens every time we witness 
the sacrament’s conveyance. 

Allow me now to share a brief  review of  the sacra-
ment’s meaning clearly outlined in the program: “The 
baptized follow the path of  Christian Initiation through 
the Sacrament of  Confirmation, by which they receive 
the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit who was sent by the 

Lord upon the Apostles on the Day of  Pentecost. 
“By this gift of  the Holy Spirit the faithful are more 

perfectly conformed to Christ and are strengthened with 
courage to bear witness to Christ for the building up of  
his body in faith and charity. Indeed, the character or seal 
of  the Lord is imprinted on them, so that the sacrament 
of  confirmation cannot be repeated. 

“The entire people of  God, represented by the families 
and friends of  those to be confirmed and members of  the 
local community, are invited to participate in this celebra-
tion; and it will strive to manifest its faith by the fruits 
that the Holy Spirit will produce in it. 

“The Bishop is the ordinary minister of  confirmation. 
He administers the sacrament so that it may reproduce 
more clearly the first outpouring of  the Holy Spirit on the 
day of  Pentecost. For after they were filled with Holy 
Spirit, the apostles (of  whom the Bishop is a successor) 
themselves transmitted him to the faithful through the 
laying on of  hands. So the reception of  the Holy Spirit 
through the ministry of  the bishop demonstrates more 
closely the bond that binds those confirmed to the Church 
and also the mandate received to bear witness to Christ 
among men. 

“The sacrament of  confirmation is conferred through 
the anointing with sacred Chrism on the forehead by 
virtue of  the laying on of  hands and the words: ‘Be sealed 
with the gift of  the Holy Spirit.’ Signed with the fragrant 
oil by the hand of  the bishop, the baptized person receives 
an indelible character — the seal of  the Lord — along 
with the gift of  the Spirit who more perfectly configures 
them to Christ and confers grace upon them to spread the 
‘good odor’ among them.” 

For us, the renewal of  baptismal promises after the 
bishop’s homily is always a highlight of  the confirmation 
ceremony, during which exercise the congregation may 
also quietly answer, “I do,” to the following questions: 

— Bishop: Do you renounce Satan and all his works 
and all his empty promises? 

— Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth? 

— Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, 
our Lord, who was born of  the Virgin Mary, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now 
seated at the right hand of  the Father? 

— Bishop: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life, who came upon the apostles at Pentecost 
and today is given to you sacramentally in confirmation? 

— Bishop: Do you believe in the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the res-
urrection of  the body, and life everlasting? 

— Bishop: This is our faith. This is the faith of  the 
Church. We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

All present: Amen. 
It’s a beautiful tradition that family, friends and rela-

tives are invited to write letters of  encouragement and 
good wishes to the candidates, given to them after confir-
mation. Here is ours: 

“Shortly, dear granddaughter, you will receive a very 
important sacrament on a very important day. It signals 
your confidence in your Catholic self, in the parents who 
are raising you, in all who have taught you and in your 
creator God, his son, Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit. 

“We and all who love you are pleased to proudly con-
firm that you are quite ready to take this important step 
along the way to eternal life and happiness in heaven 
someday. Through the sacrament of  confirmation, you 
grow in your faith and invoke, acknowledge and accept 
the presence of  the Holy Spirit in your life daily. Along 
with baptism and the Eucharist, confirmation is one of  

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

(Continued on page 13)
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COMMENTARY

A minute with Mother — St. Joseph’s silence
Sacred scripture does 

not record any word that 
was spoken by St. Joseph. 
The words of  Jesus Christ 
are written down as are the 
words of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. St. Joseph is 
the quiet one of  the Holy 
Family. But if  you think 
about it, he had to have 
talked to his blessed wife, 
his Divine Child and to oth-
ers. How else would we 
have known about the 

angel appearing to Joseph in a dream if  he had been com-
pletely silent? 

The silence of  St. Joseph can teach us the importance 
of  silence but also the importance of  not keeping silent. 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote in 2005, that “St. Joseph’s 
silence does not express an inner emptiness but, on the 
contrary, the fullness of  the faith he bears in his heart 
and which guides his every thought and action.” 

Let us allow ourselves to be “filled” with St Joseph’s 
silence! In a world that is often too noisy, that encourages 
neither recollection nor listening to God’s voice, we are in 
such deep need of  it 

Mother Christina Murray is religious superior for the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph the Worker, Walton.

Giving ourselves a better storyAn American way  
to celebrate 

Thanksgiving
In a recent book, “Living Between Worlds,” James 

Hollis offers a piece of  wit that carries more depth than is 
first evident. A therapist says to a client, “I cannot solve 
your problem, but I can give you a more compelling story 
for your misery.” That’s more than a wisecrack. Whether 

we feel good or bad about 
ourselves is often predicat-
ed on what kind of  story we 
understand ourselves as liv-
ing within.  

I remember a seminar 
some years ago where one 
of  the keynote speakers 
was a young French 
Canadian priest, Pierre 
Olivier Tremblay. Tremblay 
began his talk with words 
to this effect: I am a chap-
lain at a university, working 
with young college stu-
dents. They are full of  life, 
dreams, and energy; sadly, 

however, they are mostly devoid of  hope because they have 
no meta-narrative. They suffer a lot because they do not 
have a bigger story within which to understand them-
selves and make more sense of  their own story. Their own 
stories, precious though they are, are too small and indi-
vidualistic to give them much to draw on when pain and 
heartache beset them. They need a bigger story within 
which to situate themselves, a meta-narrative. While this 
wouldn’t necessarily take away their pain and heartaches, 
it would give them something bigger within which to 
understand their suffering.  

Hearing this, I think of  my parents and the spirituality 
that helped sustain them and their generation. They had a 
meta-narrative, namely, the Christian story of  salvation 
history and of  how, in that story, at the very beginning of  
history, Adam and Eve committed an “original sin” that 
has ever since skewed reality so as to leave us with the 
impossibility of  ever attaining the full symphony in this 
life. When their lives got hard — as is the case with all of  
us — they had a religious perspective as to why they were 
frustrated and in pain. They understood themselves to be 
born into a flawed world and a flawed nature. Hence, their 
prayer included the words, for now we live, mourning and 
weeping in a valley of  tears.  

Today we might frown on this and see it as unhealthy 
and morbid, but that narrative of  Adam and Eve helped 
give some explanation and meaning to all the shortcom-
ings in their lives. While it didn’t take away their pain, it 

helped give dignity to their miseries. Today I see many sin-
cere parents trying in new ways to give a bigger narrative 
to their young children through stories like “The Lion 
King.” That might indeed be helpful for young children; 
but as Pierre Olivier Tremblay points out, eventually a 
much bigger and more compelling narrative is needed. 

The story within which we frame our pain makes all 
the difference in the world vis-a-vis how we cope with that 
pain. For example, James Hillman tells us that perhaps the 
biggest pain we experience with aging is our idea of  aging. 
This is true too for many of  our struggles. They need the 
dignity of  being seen under a larger canopy. I like what 
Robertson Davies says when he laments that he doesn’t 
want to struggle with a “growing edge,” but wants rather 
to be “tempted by demon.” He wants to accord a higher 
dignity to his temptations. 

A bigger story brings us this dignity because it helps us 
differentiate meaning from happiness. We invariably con-
fuse the two. What we need to seek in life is meaning, not 
happiness. Indeed, happiness (as we generally understand 
it) can never be pursued because it is always a byproduct 
of  something else. Moreover, happiness is ephemeral and 
episodic — it comes and goes. 

Meaning is abiding and can co-exist with pain and suf-
fering. I doubt that Jesus was particularly happy as he 
hung dying on the cross, but I suspect that inside of  all the 
pain, he was experiencing deep meaning, perhaps the 
deepest meaning of  all. Not incidentally, he found this 
deepest of  all meaning because he understood himself  as 
being inside the deepest of  all stories.  

At the end of  the day, faith, religion, community, friend-
ship and therapy cannot take away our problems. Most 
times, there isn’t any solution; a problem must be lived 
through. As Gabriel Marcel famously put it, life is a mys-
tery to be lived, not a problem to be solved. The story with-
in which we frame our pain is the key to turning problem 
into mystery. 

Art Schopenhauer once wrote that all pain can be 
borne if  it can be shared. The sharing he was referring to 
doesn’t just have to do with friendship, community and 
intimacy. It also has to do with story. Pain can be to borne 
more generatively when it finds itself  inside a larger story 
than our own, when it shares a meta-narrative, a horizon 
wide enough to dwarf  idiosyncratic loneliness. 

Hollis is right. No therapist can solve our problem, but 
he or she can help us find a bigger story that can give more 
meaning and dignity to our misery. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and 
award-winning author.

Growing up in the Northeast, November was punctu-
ated with traditional Thanksgiving observances. 

How well I remember the pilgrim and Indian cos-
tumes my mother made for my sisters and me to wear in 
our school Thanksgiving pageants! I even had a cradle-

board, made by my father, 
in which I carried my 
very blonde baby doll, try-
ing to pass her off  as a 
real Indian “papoose.” 

I now understand that 
the history surrounding 
the first Thanksgiving is 
much more complicated 
than the stories we were 
taught in school. 

Today many Native 
Americans observe 
Thanksgiving as a day of  
mourning as they remem-
ber the atrocities and bro-
ken promises experienced 
by their ancestors over 
the last four centuries. 

But my intent is not to editorialize on what 
Thanksgiving should look like today. It is to invite you to 
pray and advocate for our Indigenous brothers and sis-
ters during this month of  November, which has been 
observed since 1990 as Native American Heritage Month. 

Although all of  our Indigenous brothers and sisters 
deserve our prayers and support, I take special interest in 
the plight of  the Navajo Nation, the largest U.S. tribe, 
since we Little Sisters of  the Poor have a mission house 
in Gallup, New Mexico, the heart of  Navajoland. 

In early November COVID-19 cases again surged in 
the Navajo Nation, despite their high vaccination rate. 

According to data provided by National Public Radio, 
about 10 percent of  Navajo living on the reservation lack 
electricity and 40 percent live without safe, running 
water. Frequent hand washing, fresh, healthy foods and 
regular medical care are luxuries many Navajo cannot 
afford. 

Many elderly Navajo live in the most primitive condi-
tions in the most remote areas of  the reservation. They 
are isolated, yet completely dependent on others for life-
sustaining assistance. 

Throughout the pandemic the Navajo Nation has tried 
hard to provide for their elders, whom they consider pre-
cious tribal treasures. Yet Navajo leaders fear that the 
disproportionate loss of  their elders will have a cata-
strophic effect on the future of  the tribe. 

“When you grow up Navajo, at least for me, you are 
taught that elders are the pillars of  the family, especially 
grandmothers,” wrote journalist Sunnie R. 
Clahchischiligi at the height of  the pandemic. “They are 
the keepers of  our stories, history, traditions and culture. 
They connect us to our ancestors. They take care of  us, 
and in exchange, we’re taught to look after them.” 

Seeing how hard it was for seniors to procure neces-
sary supplies during the early stages of  the pandemic, 
Monica Harvey, a Navajo woman featured in a story 
on Voice of  America, established “Defend Our 
Community,” a group that delivers supplies to tribal eld-
ers. 

“When you lose an elder, you lose a part of  yourself,” 
she reported. “You lose a connection to history, our sto-
ries, our culture, our traditions.” 

I am deeply touched by the profound reverence for 
family and elders reflected in these testimonies from 
Indigenous leaders. And I am humbled when I think that 
our Little Sisters in Gallup have the honor of  caring for 
the most cherished members of  the Navajo Nation. 

The pandemic has been tough on our Sisters, the eld-
erly and their collaborators at Villa Guadalupe, as our 
Home there is called. 

A large number of  residents have succumbed to 
COVID-19, but our mission at Villa Guadalupe goes on as 
the Little Sisters continue to trust in God’s loving 

Providence. 
The added costs incurred by COVID-related supplies 

and precautions have been an unexpected hardship for 
our Sisters, making it difficult for them to make ends 
meet. They have had to postpone the completion of  much-
needed roof  repairs as they confront the challenges asso-
ciated with the last two years. 

If  you would like to honor our Native American broth-
ers and sisters during this special month by helping our 

Little Sisters to keep a roof  over the heads of  their 
Navajo elders, please visit their website 
at https://www.littlesistersofthepoorgallup.org. 

We ask our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, and St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha, the first Native American canonized saint, 
to intercede for you, obtaining many blessings for you 
this Thanksgiving. 

Sister Constance Veit is director of  communications for 
the Little Sisters of  the Poor.

Mother Christina 
Murray, S.W.J.

VIEWPOINT

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Sister Constance  
Veit, L.S.P.

GUEST
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Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

BALTIMORE — Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the 
apostolic nuncio to the United States, spoke to the U.S. 
bishops Nov. 16 about the importance of  listening to people 
in the Church and being open to the work of  the Holy 
Spirit. 

He addressed the bishops on the first day of  two days of  
public sessions at their fall general assembly Nov. 15-18 in 
Baltimore. 

The archbishop noted that he has been in the role of  
apostolic nuncio for five years and has been on a journey 
with the U.S. bishops through challenges of  religious dis-
affiliation, the sexual abuse crisis, increasing seculariza-
tion, polarization within the nation and the Church, and 
most recently the global pandemic. 

He quickly jumped into discussing a topic fresh on the 
bishops’ minds from hearing about it the previous night at 
their opening Mass and one they will continue discussing 
in preparation for an upcoming world Synod of  Bishops: 
synodality. 

“I believe that synodality is an answer to the challenges 
of  our time and to the confrontation, which is threatening 
to divide this country, and which also has its echoes in the 
Church,” Archbishop Pierre said. 

“It seems that many are unaware they are engaged in 
this confrontation, staking out positions, rooted in certain 
truths but which are isolated in the world of  ideas and not 
applied to the reality of  the lived faith experience of  the 
people of  God in their concrete situations,” he said. 

To define this often-repeated word in church circles 
today, the nuncio explained what it is not. He said synodal-
ity is not “a meeting about meetings” and went a step fur-
ther to jokingly say: “If  that were the case, we would cer-
tainly be in one of  the lower rings of  hell in Dante’s 
‘Inferno.’” 

He stressed that the term — and what the Church is 
engaged in right now in the listening phase in preparation 
for the 2023 synod — goes beyond the physical act of  hear-
ing people to actually being close to them. 

For the bishops, he said, this process should start at 
home by listening to each other. “The Church needs this 
attentive listening now more than ever if  she is to over-
come the polarization facing this country,” he said. 

The bishops’ act of  listening also is a means of  leading 
by example to help U.S. Catholics be missionary disciples 
engaged in their own listening and discernment that he 

said should be a “way 
of  life” in families, 
parishes, dioceses 
and on the periphery. 

But for all this to 
happen, there also 
has to be overall unity 
because, he said, “a 
divided Church will 
never lead people to 
where it should be.” 

Throughout his 
half-hour address to 
the bishops, the nun-
cio continued to drive 
home the message 
that more needs to be 
done to bring the 
Church to where it 
should be. 

For example, when 
he mentioned that the 
Church “should be 
unapologetically pro-
life,” he stressed the 
need to look at causes 
and factors that lead 
women to seek abor-
tions and then to 
reach out in practical 
ways to mothers in 
need. 

Along that same 
line, he said the Church needs to address racism and 
should go further with that by acknowledging “the lived 
reality” many in the Church experience each day. 

Also, regarding the Eucharist, he said people can have 
theological ideas about the Eucharist, which are impor-
tant, but “none of  these ideas compare with the reality of  
the eucharistic mystery, which needs to be discovered and 
rediscovered through the practical experience of  the 
Church, living in communion, particularly in this time of  
pandemic.” 

The nuncio, hinting at a topic the bishops planned to 
address in their discussion of  their proposed statement on 
the Eucharist, said many can “miss the true encounter” of  
the real presence of  Christ in the Eucharist. 

He also noted that there is “the temptation to treat the 
Eucharist as something to be offered to the privileged few 
rather than to seek to walk with those whose theology or 
discipleship is falling short, assisting them to understand 
and appreciate the gift of  the Eucharist, and helping them 
to overcome their difficulties.” 

Looking back and ahead, the archbishop, who was 
appointed U.S. nuncio in April 2016, reiterated that he and 
the bishops had “been on the road together for more than 
five years” and that they would journey forward, in unity, 
by “listening to one another and to the Spirit and walking 
with our brothers and sisters.” 

“We will emerge from the present crises together,” he 
said, “as the Church Christ has called us to be.”

Papal nuncio urges U.S. bishops to closely listen to the Church

CNS photo/Bob Roller 

Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United States, speaks Nov. 16, 2021, during 
a session of  the fall general assembly of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops in Baltimore.

Wendy-Ann Clarke 
Catholic News Service 

TORONTO — John Paul II 
Secondary School in London, 
Ontario, is Canada’s first self-suf-
ficient, carbon-neutral school, 
drawing on solar and geothermal 
energy for its power needs. 

The project saw 2,700 carport 
solar panels installed throughout 
the parking lots of  the school, 
which provide power to a battery 
system that will heat, cool and 
provide electricity. 

The improvements will 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to near zero and remove 
approximately 277 tons of  carbon 
on a yearly basis. A ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony was held Nov. 2. 

“There was will at the execu-
tive levels of  the school board to 
engage in this project, and that’s 
really what allowed it to come 
about,” said Peter Cassidy, prin-
cipal at John Paul II. 

Cassidy understands the difficulty for school boards “to 
engage in projects that exceed the basic requirements” 
because of  funding issues, but said he is proud of  the 
board for making it happen. The London District 
Catholic School Board funded more than half  of  the 9.7 

m i l l i o n 
Canadian dollar 
(US$7.7 million) 
project, with the 
federal govern-
ment contribut-
ing CA$4.8 mil-
lion. 

“The fact that 
they were able to 
work coopera-
tively in what I 
think was a real-
ly sophisticated 
col laboration 
between a vari-
ety of  govern-
ment agencies, 
local power 
authorities and 
different energy 
partners was 
probably a diffi-
cult navigation, 
but they persist-
ed,” said Cassidy. 

Renewable energy company Ameresco, Inc., started 
retrofitting for the project in 2019, with minor delays due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The board has had a historical 
relationship with the company in implementation of  ener-
gy-reduction projects worth more than $50 million across 

its facilities over the past decade. 
“We are thrilled to continue our partnership with the 

London District Catholic School Board by collaborating on 
such a monumental project,” said Bob McCullough, presi-
dent of  Ameresco Canada. “Our work with JPII is a won-
derful illustration of  how a complex project, seemingly far 
beyond a facility’s budget, can be completed through flexi-
ble funding and adaptation. This sets the stage for how 
other educational institutions can implement infrastruc-
tures to achieve carbon-neutral goals in the future.” 

The solutions implemented not only helped the school 
become energy self-sufficient, but also delivered signifi-
cant cost savings with a 68 percent reduction in baseline 
electricity costs. 

The significance and symbolism of  a Catholic school 
being at the forefront of  such change in Canada is not lost 
on Cassidy. He said the board commitment and investment 
in this project is an example of  putting “our money where 
our values are.” The fact that the ribbon cutting took place 
during Treaties Recognition Week can also stand as a sym-
bol of  the school community’s commitment to follow the 
example of  sustainability set by Indigenous peoples, he 
said. 

“We often read the land acknowledgment at school, and 
we talk about the First Nations people, so I think we can 
learn a lot from them about stewardship as well,” he said. 
“This taking place during Treaties Recognition Week 
seemed like a pretty serendipitous thing. I think we’re try-
ing to be consistent with our faith and our values, and this 
is representative of  that.”

Ontario Catholic high school now using only solar, geothermal energy

CNS photo/courtesy Raymond Garcia, via Catholic Register 

Peter Cassidy, principal at John Paul II Secondary School, delivers 
remarks at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new carbon-neutral 
school in London, Ontario, Nov. 2, 2021. It is Canada’s first such 
school, drawing on solar and geothermal energy for its power needs.
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Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON — A billboard will go up in New York’s 

Times Square during Christmas and New Year’s to promote 
and celebrate the evermore popular podcast “The Bible in a 
Year,” but more is in store for the program that topped the 
charts shortly after its debut in January. 

The creators of  the daily podcast that leads listeners 
through the Bible’s narrative have announced several new 
initiatives designed to highlight the show’s success and 
attract even more listeners. 

An all-new Spanish-language version of  the podcast — 
La Biblia en un año — with original commentary and a new, 
native-Spanish speaking host, will be launched Jan. 1. 

“The Bible in a Year Retreat” virtual event for listeners 
will take place Feb 18-20. It will have a limited capacity for 
participants but is “designed to help Catholics cultivate a 
lifelong relationship with the word of  God — one that 
extends far beyond the podcast.” 

The planned billboard will be unveiled Dec. 19 in Times 
Square and will stay up through Jan. 9. 

“Through distraction and distress, our culture has lost a 
hopeful, historical biblical worldview — but by the grace of  
God this podcast has helped thousands rediscover it,” said 
Father Mike Schmitz, a priest of  the Diocese of  Duluth, 
Minnesota, and popular Catholic speaker and author, who 
hosts the podcast. 

According to Ascension, a multimedia Catholic publish-
er and the podcast’s producer, “The Bible in a Year” to date 
has hit 142 million downloads and 3.3 billion minutes of  lis-
tening worldwide. It gets 464,000 daily downloads, of  which 
90 percent are U.S.-based listeners. 

“That U.S. audience of  418,000 would fill the largest foot-
ball stadium in the country, that of  the University of  
Michigan, four times over,” according to a news release. 

The featured guest on the podcast is Jeff  Cavins, a Bible 
scholar and creator of  the Great Adventure Bible Timeline. 
Cavins and Father Schmitz created the podcast with the 
backing of  Ascension. 

Each episode averages about 23 minutes and includes 
Father Schmitz reading through Ascension’s entire “Great 
Adventure Catholic Bible” in 365 episodes, providing com-
mentary, reflection and prayer along the way. 

The reading chronology is based on the Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline reading plan, which organizes the 14 narra-
tive books of  the Bible into 12 periods to help readers under-
stand how they relate to one another and to God’s plan for 
salvation. 

That plan is designed for three months, so Cavins 
expanded it for “The Bible in a Year.” 

What makes this reading plan successful is that it helps 

readers follow the story without losing a sense of  the narra-
tive in a non-narrative book, Cavins told The Catholic Spirit, 
newspaper of  the Archdiocese of  St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
in an interview shortly after the podcast debuted. 

“Instead of  just knowing stories of  the Bible, we’re try-
ing to get people to know the story of  salvation, of  salvation 
history,” said Cavins, who is a member of  St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. 

Hours after its debut, “The Bible in a Year” shot to the 
top of  Apple Podcasts charts. It was the No. 1 podcast in all 
categories Jan. 2-18. It was the No. 1 podcast in the “Religion 
& Spirituality” category Jan. 2-June 30 and from Oct. 24 to 
the present. 

“We’re humbled by testimonials from people of  all walks 
of  life who’ve started to apply a biblical worldview to their 

lives — gaining clarity on God’s will, overcoming addic-
tions, returning to the sacraments or are converting to 
Catholicism, renewing marriages and relationships — and 
many more incredible stories,” Father Schmitz said. 

In testimonials received by the podcast’s creators, many 
listeners have said they found the program over the past 
year “a joy and a blessing” and an “anchor” amid the uncer-
tainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Like so many others, I lost my way over the summer 
because of  COVID. ‘The Bible in a Year’ has not only 
brought me back, but anchored me in place. For this I am 
forever grateful,” said one. 

“The Bible in a Year” is available on Apple Podcasts, 
Spotify and other podcast platforms, and through Hallow, a 
Catholic prayer app.

Times Square billboard will promote, celebrate ‘Bible in a Year’ podcast

CNS photo/courtesy Ascension 

A Times Square billboard is planned for promoting and cele-
brating “The Bible in a Year” podcast. The billboard will be 
unveiled Dec. 19, 2021, and will stay up through Jan. 9, 2022. 
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newport Central Catholic 
is pleased to offer a two-
hour course to help pre-
pare for the high school 
placement test. The prep 
course is offered Dec. 2 or 
5, 4:30– 6:30 p.m. This 
course is available to all 
8th grade students in the 
Diocese of  Covington, 
regardless of  where they 
plan to take the exam on 
December 11. Cost $20. Pre-
register: https://forms.gle/ 
sDBH8kdGth5wvHf97. 

The diocesan Young Adult Ministry is hosting a screening of the film “Her 
Name was Jo,” Dec. 2, 7 p.m., Cincinnati Art Museum, Fath Auditorium, followed 
by an interactive Q & A conducted by Brad Torline, associate director of  Catechesis 
and Evangelization. Suitable for mature high schoolers and older. For tickets visit 
Eventbrite.com and search for the film title. 

The NKU Catholic Newman Club Knights of Columbus have weekly meetings 
Tuesdays, 6 p.m., at the Newman Center. Contact manzos1@mymail.nku.edu if  
you’re a Catholic man interested in joining. 

Do you have family or a friend in jail or prison? Are you looking for a safe, wel-
coming community where you will be accepted without judgement? Come to 
Catholic Charities, Latonia, the 3rd Tuesday of  the month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Questions, contact Dave Capella at dcapella@covingtoncharities.org or (859) 581-8974 
ext. 117. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, Day of Recollection Dec. 4, 9–
11:30 a.m., with Father Conor Kunath. Learn St. Ignatius’ ‘Examen’ a devotional 
exercise used to see God’s work in your life. No charge, no sign-up required. 

St. Joseph Academy, Walton, Breakfast with Santa, Dec. 4, 9–11:30 a.m. 
Reservations 485-6444. 

Comboni Missionaries, Cincinnati, is offering a Breakfast in Bethlehem, Dec. 4, 
8:30–11a.m., pancake breakfast, face painting, arts and crafts, games and prizes. Cost 
$3 per person; $10 per family. RSVP by Nov. 29, nolan@combonimissionaries.org. 

Christmas at the Basilica: Community Lessons & Carols, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m., come 
celebrate Thomas More University’s Centennial and join the Thomas More 
University music program, Boone County High School Choir, and the choir of  St. 
Timothy in an evening of  readings and choral works at the historic Basilica 
Cathedral of  the Assumption, Covington. Dr. Daniel Parsley and organist Sara Tobe 
lead all three Thomas More choirs and are joined by Thomas More University’s 
brass faculty, student instrumental ensembles, and student soloists to lead holiday 
carols and hymns celebrating the Advent and Christmas seasons. Free admission. 
Masks required.

Newsworthy 
Seven students at St. Henry School, Elsmere, had 
winning entries in the Kenton County Library’s 
“Haunt Your Library” contest for their poetry 
and prose submissions:  
First Place: Lexie Lance (poetry), Mallory 
Hooghe (prose), Jake Montgomery (prose) 
Second Place: Brady Kuebler (poetry), Kara 
Wright (poetry) 
Third Place: Ava Meyer (prose), Kenadi Sieg 
(prose)

Cards for 
veterans 

(above and 
right) Sixth-

grade students 
at Blessed 

Sacrament 
School helped 

their 
Kindergarten 

“Little 
Buddies” to 

make Veterans 
Day cards. 

These heart-
felt, handmade 

cards were  
distributed to 

honored guests 
at  Blessed 

Sacrament’s 
annual 

Veterans Day 
Prayer Service 

on November 
11.

Castle of  Cans 
Kindergarten students at St. Pius X School, Edgewood, were excited to see all of  the food 
they had received during their food drive. They have been collecting food donations all 
week which they used to build their “Castle of  Cans.” All of  the food donations will be 
given to Be Concerned.



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                               November 19, 2021  9 

Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — In times of  trouble, 
Christians must be like the disciples in the boat on 
the stormy sea, calling out to Jesus and waking 
him up, Pope Francis said. 

“We must rouse Christ in our hearts, and only 
then will we be able to contemplate things with 
his eyes, for he sees beyond the storm,” the pope 
said Nov. 10 at his weekly general audience. 

With an exhortation to trust Christ’s presence 
and to learn how to invoke the aid of  the Holy 
Spirit, Pope Francis said he was concluding his 
series of  audience talks about St. Paul’s Letter to 
the Galatians. The concluding talk was the 15th in 
a series that began in late June. 

The Letter to the Galatians, he said, should 
generate enthusiasm in Christians for following 
“the way of  freedom, to ‘walk according to the 
Spirit.’” 

Christian freedom has nothing to do with 
“debauchery” or a sense of  being completely self-
sufficient and not needing God’s help, he said. 
Instead, St. Paul taught that freedom exists under 
“love’s shadow” and is exercised in acts of  charity 
and service. 

Christian freedom is not freedom from the law, 
the pope said, but rather is the fulfillment of  it. 

But, he said, “the temptation always is to turn 
back. One definition of  Christians in the 
Scriptures is that we Christians are not people 
who go backward, who turn back. It’s a good defi-
nition. The temptation is to turn back to feel more 
secure, to turn to the law alone, disregarding the 
new life in the Spirit.” 

“This is what Paul teaches us: The true law 
finds its fullness in the life of  the Spirit that Jesus 
gave us, and this life in the Spirit can be lived only 
in freedom, Christian freedom,” Pope Francis 
said. 

In addition to calling on Jesus when in the 
midst of  a storm, the pope encouraged Christians 
to invoke the aid of  the Holy Spirit regularly. 

“Someone may say, ‘Father, how do you invoke 
the Holy Spirit, because I know how to pray to the 
Father, with the Our Father; I know how to pray to 
Our Lady with the Hail Mary; I know how to pray 
to Jesus with the Prayer to the Holy Wounds, but 
what about the Spirit? What is the prayer of  the 
Holy Spirit?’” 

“Prayer to the Holy Spirit is spontaneous; it must come 
from your heart. In moments of  difficulty you must ask, 
‘Holy Spirit, come,’” he said. “You must say it in your own 
language, in your own words. ‘Come, because I am in diffi-
culty; come because I am in darkness, in the dark; come 
because I do not know what to do; come because I am about 
to fall.’” 

“This prayer will help us walk in the Spirit, in freedom 
and in joy,” the pope said, “because when the Holy Spirit 
comes, there is joy, true joy.”

Trust Christ’s presence, learn to invoke the Holy Spirit, pope says

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Pope Francis greets a child during his general audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Nov. 10, 2021.
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Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court’s consideration 
of  spiritual advisers praying aloud with death-row 
inmates or placing hands on them in prayer during execu-
tions faced an uphill battle Nov. 9 as some of  the justices 
questioned if  this would open up other requests or could 
impose a safety risk. 

“This suggests we can look forward to an unending 
stream of  variations,” said Justice Samuel 
Alito, noting that last-minute pleas for stays 
of  execution already come to the court fre-
quently and that if  the court granted this 
request, it could open the floodgates for oth-
ers. 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh, along that same 
line, noted that if  one state allows a certain 
action in the execution chamber, wouldn’t 
inmates in other states request the same 
treatment? 

Kavanaugh also indicated during the near-
ly two hours of  arguments that the state had 
a compelling interest in providing the least 
possible risk in the execution chamber, but 
Justice Amy Coney Barrett questioned 
whether there could ever be a situation com-
pletely without any risk in a prison. 

The case before the court involved John 
Ramirez, 37, who was sentenced to death for 
the murder of  a convenience store clerk in 
2004. 

He had asked that his Southern Baptist 
pastor be able to lay hands on him and pray 
aloud with him during his execution. When 
the Texas prison system rejected this, 
Ramirez challenged it in court, saying the 
state was violating his religious beliefs. 

The lower courts sided with the state, say-
ing the prison system has a compelling interest to keep 
executions safe and orderly. 

Just hours before his scheduled execution in early 
September of  this year, the Supreme Court stopped it and 
agreed to hear his case. 

The nation’s high court has looked at spiritual advisers 
accompanying inmates during executions four times in 
recent years with differing opinions. 

Texas also has had variations on the presence and role 
of  spiritual advisers in the execution chamber, which 
Justice Stephen Breyer mentioned. 

A specific law at issue in this case is the Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, or RLUIPA, passed 
by Congress in 2000. 

The law forbids prisons from imposing a “substantial 

burden” on an inmate’s faith, unless that burden is “in fur-
therance of  a compelling governmental interest” and the 
prison uses “the least restrictive means of  furthering that 
compelling governmental interest.” 

Justice Sonia Sotomayor reminded the attorneys argu-
ing against the inmate’s request that “prisons have to work 
in good faith to accommodate” prisoners’ spiritual needs. 

Chief  Justice John Roberts more than once asked the 
hypothetical question of  what if  an inmate said he wanted 

to convert to another faith prior to execution and the 
process would take three months, what would the prison 
system do then? 

Eric Feigin, assistant to the federal solicitor general, 
said prisons would have to determine the sincerity of  the 
inmate’s request. 

That issue came up repeatedly when justices ques-
tioned whether inmates’ religious accommodation 
requests were always sincere or if  they were possibly try-
ing to “game the system” by various appeals. 

Seth Kretzer, Ramirez’s attorney, noted that his client 
was not trying to game the system, and he also pointed out 
on the safety issue that chaplains have never caused the 
disruption of  an execution. 

Several spiritual advisers from different faith tradi-

tions joined an amicus brief  in the Ramirez case filed by 
the American Civil Liberties Union. The brief  cited two 
women religious and a priest, along with a Muslim, 
Buddhist and Unitarian Universalist. 

Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of  St. Joseph of  Medaille, 
who is a longtime opponent of  the death penalty, is part of  
this brief, joined by Sister Barbara Battista, a Sister of  
Providence of  St. Mary of  the Woods in Indiana, and 
Benedictine Father Mark O’Keefe. 

These faith leaders said their presence 
during executions is “critical to respecting 
the dignity and religious freedom rights of  
the prisoner” and that prohibiting them 
from praying aloud or placing hands on a 
prisoner during an execution “is not neces-
sary from a security standpoint.” 

The brief  notes that spiritual advisers 
saw their role as “not simply to stand by 
mutely, but to minister to the prisoner as he 
meets death, providing spiritual comfort 
and a final opportunity for the individual to 
engage with his faith at the most critical 
time.” 

The U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops 
filed an amicus brief  in this case joined by 
the Texas Catholic Conference that said the 
role of  spiritual advisers to prisoners “is of  
particularly grave importance at the 
moment of  death.” 

Such guidance, the brief  said, is “consti-
tutionally protected from government 
interference.” 

The bishops said for the state to allow 
Ramirez spiritual assistance does not “ren-
der his execution a just act” or essentially 
give a blessing to it, adding that the state 
“should act with justice by sparing 
Ramirez’s life. If  it will not, it should allow 

him to seek the mercy of  God at the moment of  his death.” 
Prior to the arguments, John Meiser, supervising attor-

ney of  Notre Dame Law School’s Religious Liberty Clinic, 
said it is “difficult to see in Texas’ newest policy anything 
other than callousness toward those it has condemned to 
die.” 

He said the state’s revision of  policies for spiritual 
advisers in the execution chamber currently allows “a 
bare minimum of  religious exercise.” He wondered why 
there was “such reluctance to accommodate these simple 
requests” especially since the state has “consistently 
claimed to be a champion of  religious liberty.” 

As he sees it: The fight for religious liberty in Texas 
“must include the voices of  all members of  its communi-
ty.”

Divided court considers role of chaplains in the execution chamber

CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn 

The U.S. Supreme Court in Washington is seen June 24, 2021. The court heard oral arguments 
Nov. 9 in a case about whether chaplains being should be able to place hands in prayer on death-
row inmates during executions.



are in a Year of  the Family called for by Pope Francis. It 
seems apropos, then, to reflect on what role the family 
plays in helping people discover, discern and embark upon 
their vocation.  

With this in mind I set out to interview a priest, a reli-
gious sister, and a married person on the role their family 
played in the discernment and discovery of  their vocation. 

My hope was to learn some tips on how to develop a family 
life conducive to helping my own children discover their 
God given purpose.  

Here’s what I learned: 
Father Conor Kunath, priest and vocations promoter 

for the Diocese of  Covington, St. Joseph the Worker Sister 
Patricia Jean Cushing, Walton, and Caitlin Dwyer, wife, 
mother, and theology professor at Thomas More 
University all ended up in very different vocations. And 
yet, all three of  their stories echoed remarkably similar 
themes regarding how their family contributed to their 
vocations. 

For example, all three interviewees mentioned the 
inspiration of  seeing their parents pursue holiness togeth-
er. 

“Vocational discernment,” said Father Kunath, “needs 
to be framed around the universal call to holiness. People 
need to understand that vocation is foundationally about 
holiness and the details will, through grace, work them-

selves out.” 
“I was blessed to grow up with loving parents,” said 

Caitlin Dwyer. “My parents set a great example for us, liv-
ing out their marriage vows wholeheartedly, communicat-
ing a positive image of  marriage. They showed us that true 
love is not just a feeling; rather, it entails desiring and 
choosing the genuine good of  the other even when it 
entails personal sacrifice.” 

Similarly, Sister Patricia Jean noted succinctly that, 
“The most important thing was that mom and dad were 

parents of  prayer.” 
Another common theme mentioned by all three inter-

viewees was the importance of  being immersed in 
Catholic life.  

“My mom and dad and their family life centered around 
the church,” Sister Patricia Jean recalled. “We lived 
around two blocks from [the parish.] My mom played the 
organ. My dad was a lector. Parish life was very much a 
part of  our life.” 

Similarly Father Kunath said, “The real impact came 
from the lived culture of  Catholicism. My parents took us 
to Mass almost every day and they placed me in the serv-
ing program at our parish. We celebrated Easter and 
Christmas with huge meals, we had priests over for dinner 
on Sundays and throughout the week. That kind of  inter-
action with priests and being able to see them as friends 

was a huge aid.” 
Sister Patricia Jean also recalled the influence of  fre-

quent family dinners with priests and Mrs. Dwyer men-
tioned the positive impact of  being taught by Benedictine 
Sisters, Sisters of  Divine Providence and Sisters of  Notre 
Dame. 

Finally, Sister Patricia Jean, Father Kunath, and Mrs. 
Dwyer all mentioned the importance of  open communica-
tion and leading with love.  

“My parents were careful not to communicate precon-
ceived notions about our vocations,” recalled Mrs. Dwyer. 
“During the weekly family rosary, they would pray for 
‘God’s will’ for each of  their children. They never made us 
feel pressured to choose one path over another. It felt like 
everything was on the table and they cultivated a trust that 
God would show us the right path through our life experi-
ences.” 

Sister Patricia Jean also recalled how emphatic her 
family was that no one was to be pressured into one voca-
tion or another. The only thing that mattered was follow-
ing God’s will and, within that context, her parents made 
it clear that “they only wanted our happiness.” 

In the end, after interviewing a priest, a religious sister 
and a married layperson, I was a little surprised by just 
how similar their stories were to each other. All three pro-
vided essentially the same advice to any parents who hope 
to help their child become who God intends them to be. 

First, keep open communication, lead with love, and 
don’t pressure your children in any particular direction 
besides insisting that they follow God’s will. 

Next, immerse your family in Catholic life. Live liturgi-
cally. Be parents of  prayer. Center your life on the faith. 
Make sure your children have good Catholic friends and 
frequent opportunities to interact with priests and reli-
gious. 

Finally, and most importantly, lead by example. Pursue 
your own holiness and God’s will for your life with vigor 
and joy. 

In Father Kunath’s words, “If  you pursue holiness your-
self  and teach your children to pursue it as well then there 
is no doubt in my mind that your children will find their 
particular vocation.” 

So in this “Vocations Awareness Month” nestled in 
“The Year of  the Family,” let’s remember that our chief  
duty as parents is to help our children become who God is 
calling them to be, most of  all by setting a good example, 
showing a path and paving the way to holiness. 

Brad Torline is associate director for the Office of  
Catechesis and Evangelization, Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Family life and vocations 
(Continued from page 2)

Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                             November 19, 2021  11 

Father Conor Kunath Caitlin Dwyer Sister Patricia Jean Cushing, S.J.W.

should ask themselves who might be left behind in their 
deliberations, whether the most vulnerable and defense-
less have been overlooked, and what pastoral problems or 
opportunities may have been tabled. 

The archbishop said the conciliar path is paved with 
prayer, noting that the bishops’ predecessors understood 
that they needed to depend completely on the eucharistic 
Lord and the Holy Spirit, and listen attentively to the word 
of  God. 

“This is how we grow in our capacity to listen to one 
another as we journey together,” he said. 

Archbishop Lori also noted that the synodal way is 
rooted in the received faith of  the church. “We are rooted 
in something much bigger and more beautiful than our-
selves, and before this faith and its author Jesus Christ, 
we stand together in amazement. As we do so, the Spirit 
speaks to our hearts, individually and collectively.” 

He said the bishops can model synodality by helping 
one another and participating in the wisdom and love of  
the Holy Spirit, with selflessness and humility. 

“By manifesting such virtues and attitudes, our pro-
ceedings — our gatherings, our deliberations — overcome 
the din of  noisy ideologies of  right and left, overwhelming 
them, not by the volume of  our voices, but by our love for 
the Lord, for his Church, for his people and for one anoth-
er.”

Fall assembly of USCCB 
(Continued from page 1)
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Sister Rita C. Brennan, C.D.P.  
Divine Providence Sister Rita C. (David Marie) 

Brennan died peacefully at Holy Family Home, 
Melbourne, Nov. 6. She was a professed member of  the 

Congregation of  Divine Providence for 67 years. Born in 
Covington, Ky., in 1929 to David John and Mary Brennan, 
she entered the convent at age 22, made her first profession 
of  vows in 1954, and professed final vows in 1959. 

Sister Rita began teaching in 1954 at St. Francis de 
Sales, Newport, Ky. Over the next 28 years she also taught 
at St. Aloysius, Covington, Ky.; Assumption, Mt. Healthy, 
Ohio; Our Lady of  Sorrows, Takoma Park, Maryland; St. 
Louis, Clarksville, Maryland; and St. Cecilia’s, 
Independence, Ky., where she also served as principal 
(1969-1982). 

Ministry brought her next to Ft. Belvoir, a U.S. Army 
installation in Fairfax County, Virgina, where she cared 
for the faith development of  over 700 students enrolled in 
the religious education program. Receiving a scholarship 
in 1986 to study Canon Law at Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C., after graduation she served God’s peo-
ple in the Diocese of  Covington as both a tribunal judge 
(1988-1995) and advocate (1996-1997).  

The ministry of  Hosea House in Newport, Ky., also cap-
tured Sister Rita’s heart in 1996, when she began service as 
a secretarial assistant and then also as its coordinator of  
volunteers. She continued in this capacity until 2007, when 
she retired to Holy Family Home in Melbourne. 

She will be missed by her religious community, the 
Sisters of  Divine Providence; her sister, Marian Brennan, 
and brother, Joseph, and her many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her sisters Margaret Schulte, 

Clare Baumann, and Jane Brennan; and her brothers 
David, Thomas, James, Richard, and Philip. 

A private Mass of  Christian Burial was celebrated in 
the Immaculate Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home, 
Melbourne, Nov. 10, before interment in the convent ceme-
tery. A public celebration of  her life will take place at a 
future date when pandemic conditions permit. Memorials 
may be made to the Congregation of  Divine Providence, 
5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY 41059. 

Obituary

Sister Rita Brennan, C.D.P

the sacraments of  Christian initiation. By this sacra-
ment, you become more perfectly bound to the Church 
and enriched with a special strength that is the Holy 
Spirit. You are then, an even truer witness of  Christ and 
more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by  
 

word and deed. 
“Do not be afraid, for God is forever with you! 
“We like what one bishop said to a confirmation class. 

‘In regards to the truths of  your Catholic faith, which you 
have learned during your preparation for this sacrament, 
the more important thing is not knowing these things, 
but in living them out.’ May confirmation give you the 
strength and the courage to impart that bishop’s thoughts 

to all by your own words and good example, and may the 
blessing of  Almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
descend upon you and remain with you forever. 
“Congratulations and love always, Grandpa and 
Grandma.” 

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 
the Diocese of  Covington.

Living confirmation 
(Continued from page 6)
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The 2020–2022 Diocese of Covington 
Directory is available for purchase. The 

directory includes contact information for 
all diocesan offices, boards, agencies,  

institutions, parishes, clergy and religious.  
Call the Messenger office at (859) 392-1570 

for your copy. Cost $18

“Clifford the Big Red Dog” (Paramount) Slapstick humor is the order of  the 
day in this silly but mostly harmless adaptation of  a series of  children’s books by 
Norman Bridwell, the first of  which was published in 1963. Director Walt Becker 

mixes computer animation and live action to 
tell the story of  a lonely New York City pre-
teen who adopts a little red puppy from an 
eccentric animal rescuer only to have her 
love for the dog magically transform it, 
overnight, into a giant. With her mom away 
on a business trip, the pooch’s metamorpho-

sis presents an outsized problem for her babysitting slacker uncle. Yet, even as 
they contend with the pet-averse superintendent of  the lass’ apartment building 
and a scheming CEO who wants to claim his biotech firm brought about the mas-
sive growth spurt, the duo can 
count on the help of  a diminutive 
schoolmate who has a secret crush 
on the protagonist. Underlying 
themes include the need to accept 
those who are different, the dan-
gers of  bullying and the value of  
self-confidence. But these messages 
are not put across very adroitly and 
are offset by some potty gags and a 
bit of  vaguely rude dialogue. A few 
scatological jokes, a couple of  
instances each of  mild swearing 
and crass talk. CNS: A-II; MPAA: 
PG.

ENTERTAINMENT

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films 

— go to catholicnews.com and click 

on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” 

Catholic News Service (CNS)  

classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  

•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  

•  A-III — adults;  

•  L — limited adult audience; 

•  O — morally offensive.

For all employees and volunteers of 
the Diocese of Covington who in 
any way provide a safe environ-
ment for children. 
 
Step 1: Contact parish/school 
institution leader to review the 
Policies and Procedures and fill out 
the Application and Acceptance 
Forms. 

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org 
and click on Registration. Follow 
the prompts to create an account 
and to request a background 
check. Selection.com is a secure 
site; the background check is post-
ed on your account and you 
receive a copy if you request it dur-
ing the registration process. You 
will sign up for a virtual VIRTUS 
class during the registration.  

Step 3: Join the virtual VIRTUS 
session. The day before the ses-
sion, you will receive an e-mail 
with 4 documents attached to 

print. On the day of the session 
you will receive an invitation to 
join the session. No children, 
please. 

Step 4: Your account becomes 
active when your background 
check, VIRTUS session and 
Acceptance Form are posted on 
your account. You will receive 12 
bulletins per year. You will receive 
e-mail notices at system@pub.vir-
tus.org unless your computer pro-
gram blocks them. 

Bulletin:  
n October bulletin: posted Sunday, 

Oct. 3; due Tuesday, Nov. 2. 

If your Virtus account is inactivated 
please contact your primary loca-
tion for assistance. 
To login: www.virtus.org, enter 
user id and password. 
 
 
 

VIRTUS Training 
n Wednesday, Dec. 1,  

6–9 p.m., Diocesan Curia, Bishop 
Howard Memorial Auditorium, 
Covington 

Play Like A Champion  
Elementary Coach Training 
n Tuesday, Nov. 23, 6–9 p.m., St. 

Henry Parish, Elsmere, Ayrns 
Family Parish Center 

How to access Virtual training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on left col-

umn 
- Click on pre-register for an 

upcoming session 
- Choose your training 

Note: If your Training Tab is miss-
ing or you cannot access your 
account, contact your parish, school 
or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact 
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500 or 
msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults 
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings 
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

NEWS BRIEFS

Peace requires global disarmament, 
pope says in message 

VATICAN CITY — Criticizing the “abused idea” of  deterrence 
through the stockpiling of  weapons, Pope Francis called for inte-
gral disarmament worldwide in his message sent to the Paris 
Peace Forum. The concept of  deterrence, which aims to use limit-
ed force or the threat of  force in order to deter or dissuade an 
actor from taking a certain course of  action, “does not guarantee 
the construction and maintenance of  peace,” Pope Francis said. 
“The idea of  deterrence, in fact, has turned out to be false in many 
cases, leading to far-reaching humanitarian tragedies,” he said in 
a written message addressed to those attending the forum, both 
online and on-site Nov. 11-13. The Vatican released a copy of  the 
message Nov. 11. The annual forum invites hundreds of  speakers 
from around the world to discuss solutions to challenges and pro-
mote collective action. In his message, the pope repeated his call 
that the post-pandemic world avoid “going back to normal,” when 
the norm has been severe economic disparity and inequality, 
“nearsighted” exploitation of  natural resources and wasteful con-
sumerism. 

 

U.S. Orthodox patriarch hopes for 
continuance of  ‘dialogue of  love’ 

WASHINGTON — Borrowing a phrase used by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew during his September visit to the United 
States, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Elpidophoros said he hopes 
for the continuance of  a “dialogue of  love” between Catholic and 
Orthodox bishops. The dialogue, started in the United States at the 
Orthodox Church’s suggestion in 1965, has produced at least 30 
documents and statements. “This dialogue of  love, initiated by 
(St.) Pope Paul VI in 1964 in Jerusalem, continues with a blessed 
intensity in this country,” said Archbishop Elpidophoros, chair-
man of  the Assembly of  Canonical Orthodox Bishops of  the 
United States. He spoke to his Roman Catholic counterparts Nov. 
16 during the public portion of  the bishops’ Nov. 15-18 general 
meeting in Baltimore. It marked the first time an Orthodox bishop 
had addressed the Catholic bishops during one of  their meetings. 
Archbishop Elpidophoros recalled what Patriarch Bartholomew 
said in September during an address to the National Council of  
Churches in New York: “The future of  the ecumenical movement 
resides in a dialogue of  love, through the creation of  new symbols 
and common actions. We need to open our hearts to the language 
of  dialogue, as this is the ultimate condition for the restoration of  
unity of  Christians.” 

 

Chinese bishop taken by authorities 
for ‘tourism’ returns to diocese 

HONG KONG — A Chinese bishop who was allegedly kid-
napped by authorities in late October has returned to his diocese, 
media reports say. Ucanews.com reported Bishop Peter Shao 
Zhumin of  Wenzhou has resurfaced, with church officials and the 
faithful offering thanksgiving prayers for his return. It is still 
unknown when the 58-year-old bishop was released following his 
arrest Oct. 25. The authorities reportedly said the bishop was 
taken for “tourism.” Bishop Shao, ordained with a papal mandate 
as a coadjutor bishop in 2011, fell out of  favor with the government 
as his appointment was not approved by the state-sanctioned 
Bishops’ Conference of  the Catholic Church in China and the 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. His refusal to join and col-
laborate with state-run bodies led to a series of  arrests and deten-
tions. Before this detention, he had been arrested six times, 
including for seven months in 2017. The whereabouts of  Bishop 

Joseph Zhang Weizhu of  Xinxiang remain unknown, 
ucanews.com reported. Bishop Zhang was arrested in May with 10 
priests and an unspecified number of  seminarians. 

 

Archdiocesan shelter gives Brazilian 
women ‘the strength to go on’ 

SÃO PAULO — When a group of  laypeople were discussing 
homelessness during the 2019 World Day of  the Poor, Gregorio 
Ventura pointed out that although there were a few shelters for 
men in Montes Claros, there were none just for women. So he and 
others who worked with social commissions in the Archdiocese of  
Montes Claros created the Our Lady of  Mystic Rose Shelter for 
socially vulnerable and homeless women. “The creation of  the 
shelter took place during a deep moment of  prayer. God stirred up 
strong feelings in my heart for a house that would welcome 
women,” Ventura, founder and president of  the shelter, told 
Catholic News Service. With financial support from the Brazilian 
bishops’ National Solidarity Fund, the shelter houses women for a 
period of  one to two years, rendering psychiatric and psychologi-
cal support until their lives are restructured and they can care for 
themselves financially and emotionally. Ventura said the 12 
women currently living in the house come from different walks of  
life but share a similarity: They all ended up living on the streets. 
Archbishop João Justino de Medeiros Silva of  Montes Claros 
praised the venture as well as the laity and benefactors that made 
it happen. “This project is completely in tune with the Gospel of  
Jesus Christ. It is a concrete expression of  what we do and fits per-
fectly with the parable of  the good Samaritan — “saw, felt compas-
sion and took care,” said the archbishop. 

 

Laudato Si’ Action Platform set to 
integrate encyclical into Church life 

SAN DIEGO — The Vatican’s seven-year plan to widen the 
reach of  Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical on the environment is just 
what the Church needs in a time of  global climate change in the 
mind of  Father Emmet Farrell, a retired priest living in San 
Diego. “The Church is very serious about what we need to do to 
address climate change,” Father Farrell, volunteer director of  the 
Creation Care Ministry of  the Diocese of  San Diego, said of  the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform that launches Nov. 14. The pope intro-
duced the initiative in a video May 25, asking the world to join a 
new global grassroots movement to create a more inclusive, frater-
nal, peaceful and sustainable world. Coordinated through the 
Dicastery for Integral Human Development, the platform is “a 
seven-year journey that will see our communities committed in 
different ways to becoming totally sustainable, in the spirit of  
integral ecology,” the pope said. Father Farrell is working on the 
effort with a team of  lay leaders. The diocesan ministry has devel-
oped a “Creation Care Action Plan” that includes numerous 
actions — from the simple to more complex — that individuals, 
parishes and wider society can take to promote sustainability. The 
ambitious San Diego plan falls in line with the dicastery’s aspira-
tion of  building an integrated global effort to protect creation for 
future generations. 

 

Illinois priest set to begin five-year 
term as USCCB general secretary 

BALTIMORE — Bishops elected Father Michael J.K. Fuller, a 
priest of  the Diocese of  Rockford, Illinois, as the general secretary 
of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops. He will serve a five-
year term in the position. He had been serving as interim general 
secretary since the July resignation of  Msgr. Jeffrey D. Burrill, 
who stepped down after the USCCB learned of  an impending 
media report accusing him of  engaging in improper behavior. 
Father Fuller was elected over Father Daniel Hanley, associate 

director of  the USCCB Secretariat of  Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations, in paper ballot voting Nov. 16, the first of  two days of  
public sessions during the bishops’ fall general assembly Nov. 15-
18 in Baltimore. In other voting, Bishop James. F. Checchio of  
Metuchen, New Jersey, is the new treasurer-elect of  the USCCB. 
He was voted into the position over Archbishop Paul D. Etienne of  
Seattle by a vote of  135-106. Bishop Checchio is a member of  the 
bishops’ Committee on Budget and Finance and the Ad Hoc 
Committee Against Racism. He also chairs the Audit 
Subcommittee for Budget and Finance as well as the Committee 
on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. The treasurer-elect will 
serve for one year in that capacity before beginning a three-year 
term in the office at the conclusion of  the bishops’ 2022 fall gener-
al assembly. 

 

Pope thanks Retrouvaille for support 
of  couples in crisis 

VATICAN CITY — A period of  crisis in a marriage is frighten-
ing and painful, but it also can be an opportunity for growth, espe-
cially if  the couple receives the support of  others who have sur-
vived similar crises, Pope Francis said. Meeting Nov. 6 with cou-
ples involved in Retrouvaille, a couple-to-couple ministry for peo-
ple experiencing difficulty in their marriages, Pope Francis said 
the program is a gift to those involved, but also to the church. “To 
be credible, one must have experienced” a time of  crisis, he said. 
“It cannot be a theoretical discourse, a ‘pious exhortation’; it 
would not be credible.” Members of  Retrouvaille have been in cri-
sis and have been wounded, he said, but “thanks to God and with 
the help of  your brothers and sisters you have been healed; and 
you have decided to share this experience of  yours, to put it at the 
service of  others.” “Crises help us to grow,” the pope said. They 
are unpleasant and make people “wobble,” but they can be over-
come, especially with a helping hand. Pope Francis reminded the 
couples that in depictions of  the Risen Christ, his glorified body 
still has the scars of  his crucifixion, a sign that of  his compassion 
for “the wounds of  us all.” 

 

Congolese church leaders seek  
election help, reject ‘double standard’ 

WASHINGTON — Catholic and Protestant leaders from Congo 
recently traveled to the European Union and the U.S. to seek con-
tinued support for democracy, but they also said they noticed a bit 
of  a double standard in the West. The Catholic Church, working 
with the Protestant churches to represent 80 percent of  Congolese, 
wants to expand the electoral education program and observer 
missions launched for the 2018 election. Already, “People have lost 
confidence in the electoral process” for 2023, said Father Donatien 
Nshole Babula, secretary-general and spokesman for the 
Congolese bishops’ conference. “If  people lose confidence in the 
electoral process, we fear that violent methods of  changing the 
government” will increase, Father Nshole told Catholic News 
Service in mid-November. He was part of  a four-person delegation 
that met with U.S. Catholic and government leaders — including 
Molly Phee, U.S. assistant secretary of  state for African affairs — 
during a visit to Washington. In Congo, like in the United States, 
every vote counts, so “renewed accompaniment would be crucial,” 
the priest said. Another member of  the delegation was the Rev. 
Maurice Mondengo, deputy chief  of  staff  and director of  the 
department of  communication and the media for the Church of  
Christ in Congo, the umbrella organization for more than 60 
Congolese Protestant denominations. Rev. Mondengo told Catholic 
News Service that in visits to the European Union and U.S. gov-
ernment officials, the delegation had noticed a perception of  
“African democracy. We hear the expression ... ‘democracy the 
African way,’” he said, noting the understanding is that “it’s just a 
lower quality” of  democracy, with values that are not the same.

 
National/World
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Katie Schroeder 
Editorial Assistant pro tem 

Servant of  God Julia Greeley was well-known on the streets of  
Denver, Colorado during the late 1800s and early 1900s, according 
to the Black and Indian Mission website, a mission founded by the 
U.S. bishops. Wearing a floppy hat, walking in oversized shoes, and 
pulling a red wagon behind her, Greeley was often seen delivering 
goods to the poor and homeless of  the city. Born into slavery some-
time between 1833 and 1848 in Hannibal, Missouri, Julia endured 
many hardships — once, as a slave master was beating her mother, 
the whip caught Julia’s right eye and destroyed it.  

The Julia Greeley Guild, the official organization promoting 
her cause for canonization (online at juliagreeley.org), reports 
that in 1865, Greeley was freed by Missouri’s Emancipation Act, 
and she subsequently earned money by serving white families in 
Colorado, Missouri, New Mexico, and Wyoming — though she 
spent most of  her time in the Denver area. Whatever money she 
didn’t need for herself, Julia spent on helping poor families in the 
neighborhood. She begged for food, clothing, and fuel for the 
needy as well when her funds weren’t sufficient enough. 

Even though she was only earning $10 to $12 a month cleaning 
and cooking, a lot of  that money went towards helping the poor. 
She would often do her charitable work at night, in order to avoid 

embarrassing the people she was helping. Due to her charitable 
work, Greeley earned the title of  a “one-person St. Vincent de 
Paul Society” from one writer, and became the Denver 
Archdiocese’s model of  mercy for the Jubilee Year of  Mercy. 

At Sacred Heart Parish in Denver, Greeley joined the 
Catholic Church in 1880. The Jesuit priests who ran the parish 
recognized her as the most passionate promoter of  devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of  Jesus that they had ever witnessed. Every 
month, Julia visited every fire station in Denver on foot and 
delivered the Sacred Heart League’s literature to the firemen 
there. She was also a daily communicant and a committed 
parishioner, and became an active member of  the Secular 
Franciscan Order in 1901. She was active within this order until 
her death on June 7, 1918, the Feast of  the Sacred Heart.  

At her funeral visitation, many hundreds of  people visited to 
pay their respects. She was well-loved and well-known by many. 
Greeley was initially buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, but was 
eventually moved to the Cathedral Basilica of  the Immaculate 
Conception in 2017 after 
the Archdiocese of  
Denver opened her cause 
for canonization in the 
fall of  2016.

 Denver’s ‘one-person St. Vincent de Paul Society’

CNS photo/iconographer Vivian Imbruglia,  
courtesy Archdiocese of  Denver 

This image of  Julia Greeley, a former 
slave who lived in Colorado, was commis-

sioned by the Archdiocese of  Denver by 
iconographer Vivian Imbruglia.


