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Beloved friends in Christ,
I am praying that you will have a joyful and happy Advent!
A simple song lyric has been with me for more than two weeks. “There is a light that can
overcome the darkness. There is no darkness that can overcome the light.”
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Since hearing it for the first time, I have been humming it to myself. Today I was able to
identify the song. It is called “There Is a Light.” It is by Father Cyprian Consiglio, OSB Cam.,
and published by Oregon Catholic Press (OCP). I was able to find it on my music streaming service. Check it
out for yourself if you can.
“There is a light that can overcome the darkness. There is no darkness that can overcome the light.”
Thirty years ago, I descended into a coal mine; one of the longest in central Illinois. I traveled more than a
mile into that shaft to be introduced to long wall mining.
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“There is a light than can overcome the darkness. There is no darkness that can overcome the light.”

‘Be Witnesses’
Thank you, Sister!

This week, we enter into the holy season of Advent, this season of waiting for the coming of the Light —
Jesus. One way we keep Advent is by lighting the candles of an Advent wreath. Notice the colors of the
Advent wreath and Advent liturgy — a dark violet shot through with rose. They are the colors of the early
morning sky as we wait for the appearance of the light and our eyes begin to adjust to the dawning day.

8

At a midway point we stopped in a part of the mine where there was no activity and no electric light.
At my guide’s prompting we turned off our headlamps. The darkness was thick and oppressive. I could not
see my own hand in front of my face. I immediately felt disoriented. I could feel the threat of that darkness.
I imagined I might be falling.
After a couple long minutes, my guide turned on his lamp. It was as if the sun had risen in that out-of-theway place. All of that darkness and fear retreated at the coming of the light. Darkness, it reminded me, is
nothing — literally, no thing. It is just a void; the absence of light.

Day-by-day and week-by-week we light the candles of the Advent wreath, waiting for the celebration
of Christmas. We are reminded that we are also waiting for the second coming of Christ into the world.
We remember that the final word — the final victory — is already His.
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“There is a light that can overcome the darkness. There is no darkness that can overcome the light.”
So here is an Advent prayer practice that I propose. Let’s make of ourselves living Advent candles.
As we sit in prayer and waiting throughout this holy season, let’s practice inviting the Light to come into
our own lives and into our world.
Sit or kneel upright and visualize your body filled with all of the purpling fears,
anxieties, frets and sins that you know. Breathe in deeply. Imagine the Light of Christ
and His Spirit rushing into your being with each breath, displacing all that other
bruised and bruising stuff. Have confidence that your Savior is eager to come to you.
As you exhale, visualize your attachment to sin and fear thinning. Trust in the light
that fills you and drives out the darkness. Say, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Embrace
repentance. Listen for what Jesus is trying to say to you.
Repeat.
When you are brightened and ready, confident in Christ and unafraid, continue your
prayer as you are accustomed. Then, step out into the world to let the light of justice
and mercy shine through you. Practice recognizing that same light in others. As you
do, be assured of one absolute truth . . .
“There is a light that can overcome the darkness. There is no darkness that can
overcome the light.”
United with you in longing for Christ’s coming,

Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of Covington
Sunday November 28th marks the beginning of Advent and a new liturgical year.
The Advent season is an opportunity to reflect on the mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus.
‘Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, As we await the advent of Christ your Son, So that,
when he comes and knocks,he may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in his praise.’
—Collect, First Monday of Advent

First
Sunday
of Advent
Nov. 28

CNS photo/Lisa
Johnston,
St Louis Review
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Serrans support priests
The Serra Club for Vocations of Northern Kentucky held its annual priest appreciation
dinner, Nov. 18. During the dinner members presented a $2,000 check for the Priests
Retirement Fund. Pictured from left are Serrans: Steve Novak, Father Mark Keene and
Nick Winnike.

The Department of Catholic Schools hosted its annual Educational Leadership Conference,
Nov. 17–19, at Deer Creek Conference Center, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. (pictured above) Chris
McKenna, founder, Protect Young Eyes, was the speaker for the three-day conference. The topic
was mental health, technology and students. “Mr. McKenna was helping us understand the
adolescent brain and how today’s technology impacts that and the classroom,” said Kendra
McGuire, superintendent. On the last day, Bishop John Iffert joined the conference to celebrate
Mass with the elementary and high school principals and five school counselors who attended.
After Mass, Bishop Iffert met with the principals answering questions and sharing his vision of
the shared mission and ministry of principals and pastors and pastoral administrators — to
create faithful scholars, citizens and saints.

Advent during pandemic remains a season of
compassion, pope says
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Cathedral Concert Series
Advent Festival of Lessons
and Carols
Sunday, Dec. 5, 3 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington
Featuring the Cathedral Basilica Bishop’s Choir
and Dr. Gregory Schaffer, organist and conductor.
The Cathedral Concert Series continues its
45th season with the Advent Festival of
Lessons and Carols. Scripture and sacred song
foretell of the coming nativity. Evergreen and
candlelight enhance the Gothic interior of the
Basilica for this annual tradition. All are welcome to attend and participate. Choral pieces
and Advent hymns, spanning centuries of tradition, will echo prophetic and Gospel readings — all offered in one of the area’s most
visually stunning and acoustically resonant
spaces.
All Cathedral Concerts are open to the public
with no admission charge. A freewill offering
is gladly accepted.
Visit www.cathedralconcertseries.org

VATICAN CITY — With Advent coming during an
ongoing pandemic, Christians are called to hold on to hope
and foster a season of compassion and tenderness, Pope
Francis said.
During Advent this year, too, “its lights will be dimmed
by the consequences of the pandemic, which still weighs
heavily on our time,” he said Nov. 22. “All the more reason
why we are called to question ourselves and not to lose
hope.”
“The feast of the birth of Christ is not out of tune with
the trial we are going through because it is the quintessential feast of compassion, the feast of tenderness. Its beauty
is humble and full of human warmth,” the pope said during an audience with organizers and participants in a
Christmas music contest. The contest was proposed and
promoted by the Pontifical Foundation Gravissimum
Educationis and Don Bosco Valdocco Missions association, based in Turin.
The contest invited people between the ages of 16 and 35
to produce new songs inspired by Christmas and its values: life, love, peace and light, according to the initiative’s
website, christmascontest.it/en/. Contestants were competing in three categories: lyrics, music and interpretation, and the best three pieces will be performed during
the 2021 edition of the annual Christmas concert at the

Vatican.
The pope thanked the groups who came up with the
idea for the contest, “which gives voice to the young, inviting them to create new songs inspired by Christmas and
its values.”
“The beauty of Christmas shines through in the sharing of small gestures of genuine love. It is not alienating,
it is not superficial, it is not evasive,” he said.
The beauty of Christmas “expands the heart, opening
it up to gratuitousness — gratuitousness, a word artists
understand well! — to the giving of self,” and it can also
foster cultural, social and educational life and activities,
he added.
Pope Francis quoted what St. Paul VI told artists during
Advent in 1965: “This world in which we live needs beauty
in order not to sink into despair.”
It must not be the false beauty “made of appearances
and earthly riches, which are hollow and a generator of
emptiness,” Pope Francis said. It must be the real beauty
“of a God made flesh, the one of faces — the beauty of
faces, the beauty of stories” and the beauty of “creatures
that make up our common home.”
He thanked the young people, artists and other participants “for not forgetting to be custodians of this beauty
that the nativity of the Lord makes shine in every daily
gesture of love, sharing and service.”

Ministry for Separated or Divorced begins January 13
An eight-week session of New Beginnings, a support group for divorced and separated persons, will
begin Jan. 13. Meetings will be held on Thursday evenings from 7– 8:30 p.m. at Divine Mercy Parish,
Charity Hall in Bellevue.
In this faith-based group, participants will find a new understanding of themselves and their
relationships and gain the courage to discover a new life. This group is sponsored by the Diocese
of Covington and hosted by the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization.
Registration is required at www.covdio.org/new-beginnings-2. For more information,
call Isaak A. Isaak at (859) 392-1500 ext. 1529.
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Pandemic hasn’t stopped Church from aiding moms in need
Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S. bishops’ “Walking with
Moms in Need” initiative may have been slowed by the coronavirus pandemic, but it has by no means stopped helping
expectant mothers from any walk of life, according to
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas.
This initiative “has the capacity to take what is often
seen as a partisan divide
and transform it into
pastoral unity, bridging
the divide between
Catholics who describe
themselves using the
labels of ‘pro-life’ or
‘social justice,’” said
Archbishop Naumann,
chairman of the bishops’ Committee on ProLife Activities.
“The
vision
of
WWMIN is that a pregnant or parenting mother in need can turn to
any
local
Catholic
parish and be connected
with the life-affirming assistance and accompaniment that
she needs,” Archbishop Naumann said Nov. 17 during a
presentation at the bishops’ annual fall general assembly in
Baltimore.
The initiative was timed to be introduced on the 25th
anniversary of St. John Paul II’s encyclical “The Gospel of
Life” (“Evangelium Vitae”). That date was March 25, 2020,
when the United States and the rest of the world were in the
second week of a pandemic that has yet to see its end.
“While the pandemic posed many challenges to this initiative, the good news is that all of the WWMIN resources,
including timelines and schedules, are fully adaptable to
meet the specific needs and circumstances of your diocese
and parishes,” Archbishop Naumann told his fellow bishops.

At its May 2021 virtual meeting, the Diocese of
Covington Pro-Life Office introduced the WWMIN program
to parish pro-life coordinators. At that time, the parish prolife coordinators were asked to take a year to evaluate
parish programs and other community resources already
available to local women experiencing a crisis pregnancy.
The Pro-Life Office will be meeting with parish pro-life coordinators again to explore ways parishes can better assist

moms through the WWMIN initiative.
While he did not give a number of either the dioceses or
parishes already participating in the initiative, he noted all
17,000 U.S. parishes that could take part.
While nationwide in scope, “Walking with Moms in
Need” is parish-based. Its intent, Archbishop Naumann
said, is “to better serve pregnant and parenting mothers facing difficulties. It provides parishes with a detailed process
to help them walk with moms in their community.”
All the materials, he noted, are available in both English
and Spanish. The website is WalkingWithMoms.com.
“While WWMIN is not about turning parishes into pregnancy centers, it is about enhancing referrals and building
relationships with helping agencies,” he added. “It is our
national effort to ensure that all the resources of local
Schroeder photos

Catholic ministries are known and communicated, so that
those in our parishes know how to help or be helped.”
While the concept may be rooted in “The Gospel of Life,”
“WWMIN was similarly inspired by repeated calls from our
Holy Father Pope Francis for we as the Church to go to and
accompany those at the peripheries,” Archbishop
Naumann said.
“The vision of WWMIN is that a pregnant or parenting
mother in need can turn to any local Catholic parish and be
connected with the life-affirming assistance and accompaniment that she needs.”
Archbishop Naumann acknowledged “there are sometimes gaps between what we, as bishops, believe is available
in our diocese and the actual experience of a mother in need
reaching out to her local parish.”
But “Walking with Moms in Need,” he said, “directly
confronts the false, yet popular, narrative that the Catholic
Church merely condemns abortion, without providing the
resources or support women need in raising their children.”
Archbishop Naumann cited statistics from 2014 data
showing that 24 percent of women choosing abortion selfidentified as Catholic.
“Across the board, women who chose abortion were poor,
young and unmarried — 75 percent were low-income, 60 percent were in their 20s, and 86 percent were unmarried,” he
said.
“Dioceses across the country are at all different stages”
in the process of implementing “Walking with Moms in
Need,” he said, “as many had to delay or relaunch their
efforts due to the pandemic.”
The Messenger staff contributed to this article.

Reporting Misconduct
in the Diocese of Covington
Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by a
cleric, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Covington
is asked to contact Ms. Julie Feinauer, diocesan victims
assistance coordinator (859) 392-1515. Professional
assistance and pastoral support will be provided in
confidentiality and with respect.
A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for
Addressing Sexual Misconduct” is available by contacting
the Chancery, (859) 392-1510 or visiting www.covdio.org
and going to “Sexual Misconduct Policy.”

Informando sobre conducta inapropiada
en la Diocesis de Covington
Cualquier persona que haya experimentado conducta
sexual inapropiada por parte de un clérigo, empleado o
voluntario de la Diócesis de Covington está invitada a
ponerse en contacto con Ms. Julie Feinauer, coordindora
diocesana para dar asistencia a las víctimas. Teléfono (859)
392-1515. Asistencia profesional y apoyo moral serán
ofrecidos de una manera confidencial y con respeto.

Toward a more synodal Church
The Diocese of Covington’s curia met on Nov. 18 to discuss the synodal process the Catholic Church is currently entering into, and
what the diocese’s plans are in terms of reaching out to others to hear their thoughts concerning a synodal Church.
The meeting began with a presentation given by David Cooley, co-director of the office of Catechesis and Evangelization, and Jamie
Schroeder, chancellor, which was then followed by small-group discussions. The importance of praying together and listening to one
another was greatly emphasized during the meeting; the listening comes at the invitation of Pope Francis, who has asked the
Church —from those in the mainstream of Church life to those on the margins — to come together to voice their dreams, ideas and
concerns in preparation for the Synod of Bishops in 2023.
The synodal process has three phases: the Diocesan Phase, which is currently underway and will be until April 2022; the
Continental Phase, which will be from Sept. 2022 to March 2023; and the Universal Phase, which will take place at the Vatican with
the Synod of Bishops in October 2023.
Currently in the Diocese of Covington, pastors are appointing two parishioners to lead Synod listening sessions at their parishes.
These parishioners will attend one of two training sessions, which Mr. Cooley and Mrs. Schroeder will host Dec. 2 and Dec. 4. Then,
at the next Priest Continuing Education Day, Dec. 7, Mr. Cooley and Mrs. Schroeder will present to all priests details on how the
synod process will be implemented in the diocese.
The extended process of consultation for this synod — two years — allows for an intensive process of collaboration and consultation. This process will take place at the diocesan level through the efforts of the people of God, who are called to participate, the
bishop, who is responsible for the discernment process, the synodal team, which is in charge of coordination and animation, and
pastors, who are responsible for enabling participation from the parish level.
More information concerning the synod and how you can participate is available at www.covdio.org/synod.

Una copia de “Normas y Procedimientos sobre Conducta
Sexual Inapropiada” está disponible poniéndose en
contacto con la Cancillería, Teléfono (859) 392-1510, o
visitando www.covdio.org y marcando “Sexual
Misconduct Policy.”

Bishop’s
Schedule

Nov. 28
Mass, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish, Burlington,
10:45 a.m.
Dec. 1
Mass, Bishop Brossart High
School, Alexandria,,
9:45 a.m.

Dec. 2
St. Joseph Pre-K, Camp
Springs, 10 a.m.
Dec. 3
Diocesan Curia staff
luncheon, 11:30 a.m.
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Globalization and a vision of hope for the future
“The Year 1989” is the title of Chapter III of “Centesimus
Annus” (“On the Hundredth Anniversary of ‘Rerum
Novarum’”), Pope St. John Paul II’s 1991 encyclical commemorating the centennial of Church social doctrine.
In 1891, “Rerum Novarum” (“On the Condition of Labor”),
the first papal social encyclical issued by Pope Leo XIII, passed
moral judgment on two economic and political
extremes — Liberal
Capitalism and Marxism. In
a sense, both the laissezfaire capitalism of unbridled markets and the command economy of Marxism
were flawed by a common
erroneous assumption,
namely, that persons can be
treated only as means to an
end in the economic system.
In 1991 the victory of
democracy
over the dictaMsgr. Ronald Ketteler
torship of Marxism in
Eastern Europe was the watershed moment for the publication
of St. John Paul II’s centenary encyclical “Centesimus
Annus.” The question of that hour was, “Is capitalism the victorious social system?” (CA, n. 42)
St. John Paul II responded: “But if by ‘capitalism’ is meant
a system in which freedom in the economic sector is not circumscribed within a strong juridical framework which places
it at the service of human freedom in its totality … the core of
which is ethical and religious, then the reply is certainly negative.” (CA, n. 42)
In his social teaching, St. John Paul II repeatedly cautioned
against the temptation of economic and political theories to
understand men and women “on the basis of economics
alone.” (CA, n. 24)
By contrast, Church social teaching upholds a vision of the
moral values and principles that promote human dignity and
the societal common good. Yet, although the Church does not
propose economic and political models, the demand for justice
does engage the Church’s moral tradition in prophetic criticism of the ethical deficiencies and the dehumanizing conditions spawned by economic systems at opposite ends of the
ideological spectrum — individualism and collectivism.
The year 2009 marked the 20th anniversary of the collapse
of the Soviet bloc in Eastern Europe. From a theological perspective, “Centesimus Annus” had identified that turning
point in history as a peaceful revolution “born of prayer” and
“trust in God.” (CA, n. 25)
Twenty years later, however, the contemporary resurgence
of neo-liberalism in the global economy of the 21st century
bears all the earmarks of 19th-century Liberal Capitalism.
In an article on a “Solidarity Economy,” Professor Rebecca
Todd Peters links neoliberal theory with supply-side and
“trickle-down” economics.
In general, she associates neoliberalism with an advocacy
for deregulation and privatization in the global economy along
with a correlative distain for “government involvement in the
marketplace.”
Again, on the downside, Professor David Harvey in his “A
Brief History of Neoliberalism” (2005) notes the inevitable fallout stemming from such economic-political practices:
“Deregulation, privatization and withdrawal of the state from
many areas of social provision have been all too common.”
As an ideology, neoliberalism tends towards endorsing
globalization of free trade based on what St. John Paul II had
named “an idolatry of the market.” (CA, n. 40)
The late pope addressed the hegemony of that ideology in
“Ecclesia in America” (“The Church in America”), his 1999
post-Synodal apostolic exhortation.
“Ecclesia in America” enumerated a catalog of structural
injustices that generate violence and disrupt peace on the
world stage. Drug trafficking, money laundering, terroristic
violence and discrimination are “signs of a deep crisis caused
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by a loss of the sense of God and the absence of those moral
principles … ” Lacking a moral compass, society becomes
overpowered by “an unbridled greed for wealth and power.”
(EIA, n. 56)
In the Americas, the system of “neoliberalism,” a system
“based on a purely economic conception of man,” appeared to
be gaining ground in the social ecology, a philosophy becoming more intensified in an age of globalization.
From that standpoint, “Ecclesia in America” defines

‘The Church’s social doctrine
has always maintained that
justice must be applied to
every phase of economic activity,
because this is always concerned
with man and his needs.
Locating resources, financing,
production, consumption and
all the other phases
in the economic cycle inevitably
have moral implications.
Thus every economic decision
has a moral consequence.’
— Pope Benedict XVI, “Caritas in Veritate,” n. 37

neoliberalism thus: “... this system considers profit and the
law of the market as its only parameters, to the detriment and
the dignity due to individuals and peoples. At times this system has become the ideological justification for certain attitudes and behavior in the social and political spheres leading
to the neglect of the weaker members of society. Indeed, the
poor are becoming ever more numerous, victims of specific
policies and structures which are often unjust.” (EIA, n. 56)
In particular, the “Compendium of the Social Doctrine of
the Church” (2004) sums up the seminal insights set forth in
“Centesimus Annus” on free markets in a global economy.
(CA, Chapter IV). Besides positive developments, there are also
potential moral shortfalls which would undermine social justice without integration of markets with ethical principles.
First, there is a social significance of the free market system insofar as a “truly competitive market is an effective
instrument for attaining important objectives of justice.”
(CSDC, n. 347; CA, n. 34)
Secondly, the free market cannot be ethically evaluated
“apart from the ends that it seeks to accomplish and from the
values that it transmits on a societal level.” Since markets lack
consciences, ethical responsibility “belongs to the consciences
of individuals and to public responsibility to establish a just
relationship between means and ends.” (CA, n. 41)
It follows that profit “must never become the sole objective.” Social usefulness constitutes an objective that is “equally
fundamental but of a higher order” and to which the logic of
the market is subordinate. (CSDC, n. 348)
Thirdly, Church social doctrine entails a moral demand
that the role of the economic market “be firmly rooted in ethical objectives, which ensure and at the same time suitably circumscribe the space within which it can operate autonomously.”
By the same token, the ethical limits of markets reject “a
reductionist vision of the person and society,” one that validates markets for delivering essential human needs that in
reality exist beyond the scope of market mechanisms. (CSDC,
n. 349)
Lastly, since markets play “a significant social function in
(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115.
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
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contemporary society,” conditions must be created “that allow
them to be concretely put into effect.” Consequently, the legitimate freedom of markets must be “regulated by appropriate
legal norms so that it will be placed at the service of integral
human freedom.” “Centesimus Annus” emphatically states:
“Economic freedom is only one element of human freedom …
(CA, n. 39).” (CSDC, n. 350)
In the context of a global economy and the current economic crisis, Pope-Emeritus Benedict XVI targeted the moral
implications and challenges in depth in his 2009 encyclical
“Caritas in Veritate” (“Charity in Truth”).
In the wider social and political context of a global economy, “Caritas in Veritate” emphasizes that markets must be
subject to the principles of distributive and social justice.
Since unjust structures undermine social cohesion, the
encyclical warns: “Without internal forms of solidarity and
mutual trust, the market cannot completely fulfill its proper
economic function.” (CIV, n. 25)
Pope Benedict XVI expressed a moral caveat about assumptions relating “commercial logic” and duties to “the common
good.” He wrote: “Economic activity cannot solve all social
problems through the simple application of commercial logic.
This needs to be directed toward the pursuit of the common
good, for which the political community in particular must
also take responsibility.”
“Caritas in Veritate” acknowledges that “[t]he economy
and finance, as instruments, can be used badly when those at
the helm are motivated by purely selfish ends.” Therefore,
individuals are accountable in conscience and obligated by
“personal and social responsibility.” (CIV, n. 36)
Furthermore, Church social doctrine consistently teaches
that “justice must be applied to every phase of economic activity, because this is always concerned with man and his needs.”
Hence, morality stipulates that “every economic decision has a
moral consequence.” (CIV, n. 37)
In accord with the teaching of St. John Paul II, Pope
Benedict XVI spoke out against the practice of “a speculative
use of financial resources that yields to the temptation of
seeking only short-term profit, without regard for the longterm sustainability of the enterprise, its benefit to the real
economy and attention to advancement, in suitable and appropriate ways, of further economic initiatives in countries in
need of development.” (CIV, n. 40)
In the reality of a global economy, “Caritas in Veritate” recognizes that bad management can create a seriously dehumanizing impact leading “to an increase of poverty and inequality.” Serious malfunctions must be corrected to avoid the danger of triggering a global crisis. Such measures are required to
correct dysfunctions that cause “new divisions between and
within peoples and also to ensure that the redistribution of
wealth does not come about through the redistribution or
increase of poverty: a real danger if the present situation were
to be badly managed.” (CIV, n. 24)
“Caritas in Veritate” judges that profit cannot be an exclusive goal of progress. In such situations, that is, when gained
from unethical means or without being directed towards the
common good as an overarching goal, then profit “risks
destroying wealth and creating poverty.” In such a socio-economic dynamic, the present economic crisis unveils the
destructive “malfunctions and dramatic problems” at the origins of that crisis.
In such times and conditions, Pope Benedict XVI appealed
for a response of realism and hope: “The current crisis obliges
us to re-plan our journey, to set ourselves new rules and to discover new forms of commitment, to build on positive experiences and to reject negative ones.”
A vision of hope for justice can transform crisis into opportunity: “The crisis thus becomes an opportunity for discernment, in which to shape a new vision for the future. In this
spirit, with confidence rather than resignation, it is appropriate to address the difficulties of the present time.” (CIV, n. 21)
Father Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism, episcopal
liaison to the Messenger and professor of theology at Thomas
More University.
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The priority of the
Kingdom
The readings for the first Sunday of Advent —
Cycle C are: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians
3:12—4:2 and Luke 21:25-28, 34-36.
It is a fact that each
one of us will face the
GO AND GLORIFY
reality of our mortality.
At the end of a certain
number of days, we shall
breathe our last. This
truth — however obvious
— is too much for modern
man to bear. He exhausts
himself in distractions
and entertainments, frenetically seeking to ward
off this most fundamental
of life’s facts. Our Blessed
Lord warns us against
Father Phillip DeVous
this very temptation when
he says: “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy
from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of
daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.”
In our time, the drowsy heart that distracts us from
living a life of spiritual discipline according to the priority of the Kingdom of Heaven is because we have imbibed
the materialist-scientistic ideology that is at the heart of
contemporary consumer culture. Having drunk deeply of
that ideology, our drowsy hearts easily become fearful
hearts. And where fear reigns, love is driven out.
Contemporary Christians are not immune from the
materialist error and the consequent “materialist fear” of
our mortality. Do we see among Christians in the 21st
century a greater or a lesser longing for heaven? Greater
or lesser works of sacrificial charity? Greater or lesser
concern for the poor? Greater or lesser desires for more,
better stuff ? Greater or lesser fidelity to our baptismal
and vocational commitments?
While I certainly cannot answer these questions for
everyone, I think evidence suggests that we are dealing —
in general — with a very slack, “bourgeois” form of
Christianity as the theologian Larry Chapp has
described it.
The Russian Orthodox theologian and philosopher,
Nicholas Berdyaev, does an excellent job of analyzing the
essence of bourgeois Christianity, when he writes: “What
does the word bourgeois actually mean? … The word designates a spiritual state, a direction of the soul, a peculiar consciousness of being. The bourgeois, even when he
is a ‘good Catholic,’ believes only in this world, in the
expedient and the useful; he is incapable of living by
faith in another world and refuses to base his life on the
mystery of Golgotha.”
It was the indispensable way of Golgotha that our
Blessed Lord revealed to us at his first coming “in the
lowliness of human flesh … and opened the way to eternal salvation.” Whatever one’s understanding of the mystery of Golgotha — the way of the Cross — it is not the
way of the world.
One of the most damaging characteristics of “bourgeois Christianity” is that it just assumes that the “good
life” is the same thing as a holy life. Before the Lord
could manifest himself in glory and majesty, he first had
to suffer every form of rejection of the world’s preferences for power, spectacle and wealth. He then had to
endure every suffering of humiliation, degradation and
poverty. This is the mystery of Golgotha that gains for us
the prize of eternal redemption.
Our regular reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation prepares us for the moment of our particular judgment, when we shall come before the Lord to
give an account of ourselves when we breath our last. A
humble, sincere and regular penitent knows “all the
paths of the Lord are kindness and constancy to those
who keep His covenant and decrees.” It’s through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation that we are made “blameless in holiness before God our Father.” A sincere, regular penitent does not fear the coming of the Lord, either
in his particular judgment on us or in his second coming,
because he regularly experiences the Lord as “good and
(Continued on page 21)

On being thankful for
America at Thanksgiving
This Thanksgiving, no one living in the United States
should be anything but profoundly grateful for the privilege of living in this country. No one.
That’s not necessarily a popular sentiment today. The
country is amidst one of its
periodic spasms of self-flaTHE CATHOLIC
gellation, amplified by
DIFFERENCE
political hucksters and
charlatans of right and left
(nothing new) and by social
media demagogy (something new and ominous).
And no doubt there’s a lot
to ponder, and repent of, in
the American past and
present. But that’s true of
every human society and
will be until the end of
time.
What is worth giving
George Weigel
thanks for in America —
what demands our gratitude and our prayers of thanksgiving — is that the United States has built-in resources
of renewal, as it has shown time and time again.
This Thanksgiving, think of the American story as an
epic of ever-expanding inclusion: a country of flawed
human beings that nonetheless strives, generation after
generation, to give real effect to its birth certificate’s
assertion that all human beings are created equal.
Concretizing that credal affirmation has never been
easy. Irish and German immigrants had to fight for inclusion, as, later, did the Italians, Jews, and Slavs. To vindicate human equality against the ancient practice of chattel slavery, Americans fought a civil war that cost three
quarters of a million lives. Women were enfranchised by
the 19th Amendment, the great civil rights and voting
rights acts of 1964 and 1965 were passed, and the physically handicapped afforded easier access to public spaces by
federal law.
Each of our national achievements in widening the
circle of common care and concern involved struggle.
But inclusion won, time and again. And the victories
helped create a society that few want to leave (including
those who constantly decry it) but millions want to join.
Sadly, there was one moment of drastic inversion in
this historical process of expanding the boundaries of
the American community of the commonly protected.
That was the Supreme Court’s odious 1973 decision, Roe
v. Wade, which summarily declared an entire class of
human beings, the unborn, outside the circle of common

care and concern. So we should pray, at Thanksgiving
2021, that the Supreme Court will consign Roe v. Wade to
the dustbin of history next year when it decides Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization. Then, as over the
past half-century since Roe, it will be our obligation to
provide ever more effective service to women in crisis
pregnancies and their unborn children. By doing so, we
will demonstrate yet again that those who take seriously
the right to life celebrated in the Declaration of
Independence believe that All Lives Matter — and act on
that belief, thereby expanding the circle of mutual protection in America.
There is nothing more American than musical theater,
and its 20th century masters, Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II, are worth revisiting at any time — but
perhaps especially at Thanksgiving 2021. For as Peter
Tonguette points out in the December First Things, songs
from the Rodgers and Hammerstein canon provide a nicely subversive riposte to the America-haters among us
today.
Written in the late 1940s, “You’ve Got To Be Carefully
Taught,” from South Pacific, is a well-crafted answer to
the now-ubiquitous claims that racial prejudice is built
into the human condition, and especially the American
experience. No, Lieutenant Cable sings, prejudice is a
behavior we learn, as the easy, innocent friendships
among children of different races and ethnicities confirm. Are Americans a rootless people, so soaked in the
dissipating juices of change and endless movement that
we belong nowhere? That’s not what they sing in
Oklahoma!, when the chorus exults, “We know we belong
to the land/And the land we belong to is grand.”
And then there’s that paean to faith from Carousel:
“When you walk through a storm/Hold your head up
high/And don’t be afraid of the dark./At the end of a
storm/There’s a golden sky/And the sweet silver song of
a lark./Walk on through the wind/ Walk on through the
rain/Though your dreams be tossed and blown./Walk on,
walk on/With hope in your heart/ And you’ll never walk
alone./You’ll never walk alone.”
At Thanksgiving 2021, America should rediscover
hope in its heart. Doing so is not fantasy, nor is it something unnatural to us as a people. A hopeful heart is a
truly American heart. Because as the Declaration of
Independence affirms, we never walk alone, but in the
care of the God who gave us life and liberty at the same
time.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The perfect Thanksgiving set-up
As a result of experiencing a year (or two) of tremendous need in our community, we’ve experienced tremendous growth at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Thanks
to our dedicated Vincentian volunteers, our generous
donors and loyal customers, we’ve been fortuVIEWPOINT
nate enough to have the
means to meet this need. I
really cannot thank these
wonderful people enough.
We’ve likened this experience to Jesus feeding the
multitudes — initially met
with some doubt, but ultimately showing us that no
challenge is too great
when we trust in our Lord
Jesus Christ.
We’ve now reached a
Karen Zengel
point where we are discussing St. Vincent de
Paul’s role in continuing to meet the significant need we
face in Northern Kentucky. Since mid-summer, our
Executive Committee has been working together to
refresh our strategic plan. We are very excited for our
future direction.
One of the themes that has played out in this planning

process is the commitment to keep our efforts
“Vincentian,” to stay true to our roots, to why the Society
was created and to why people choose to become involved
in our ministry.
One of the very first principles in our Rule states:
“The vocation of the Society’s members, who are called
Vincentians, is to follow Christ through service to those
in need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating love. Members show their commitment through
PERSON TO PERSON contact.”
Seeing and being the face of Christ in our community
— this is why the Society exists. We accomplish this by
building relationships and forming friendships with one
another and with those we serve. This very real and personal connection — often in our neighbors’ own homes —
is what makes us different from other social service agencies. We want those we encounter to know they are more
than an appointment on a calendar or a case to manage.
Emerging from a time of encouraged isolation, we are
anxious to reground ourselves in that principle of person-to-person contact.
As executive director, I don’t get the opportunity often
enough to experience the person-to-person service. My
role is focused on ensuring we have the resources to
enable our Vincentians to make those connections and to
respond to our neighbors’ needs. Some days I just want to
(Continued on page 21)
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Bishops agree to begin review of charter
earlier than planned
The review is expected to begin after the bishops’
spring general assembly in June, the bishop said. He did
BALTIMORE — An update on the U.S. bishops’
not provide a timeline for completion of the review.
“Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People”
The charter was originally established by the U.S.
will take place sooner than originally planned.
Conference of Catholic Bishops in June 2002. It is a comOn Nov. 17, the second of two days of public sessions
prehensive set of procedures for addressing allegations of
during their fall general assembly Nov. 15-18 in Baltimore,
sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy.
the bishops voted to begin the process of updating the
It includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing,
charter in 2022 rather than in 2025. The vote was 230 bishaccountability and prevention of future acts. Before the
ops in favor of the plan and
2018 revisions, the charter
five bishops against it.
had been revised twice
Bishop James V. Johnston
before — in 2005 and 2011.
Jr. of Kansas City-St. Joseph,
For the new review, input
Missouri, chairman of the
will be sought from several
Committee on the Protection
USCCB committees and
of Children and Young People,
offices, the leadership of
told the bishops that events in
men and women religious
recent years made it necesorganizations, and “other
sary to start the review sooner
organizations with expertthan expected.
ise,” Bishop Johnston added.
The bishops most recently
Retired Bishop Nicholas
approved charter revisions in
DiMarzio of Brooklyn, New
2018 and set a seven-year periYork, urged that the review
od for future reviews. The
be expanded to include
review that led to these
events surrounding priests
changes began in 2013 and
accused of abuse and the
took five years to complete
lengthy investigations surbecause of various legal quesrounding such claims. He
tions that arose as the process
said that investigation can
unfolded.
take as long as two years,
Among the events Bishop
which is too long for a priest
Johnston cited for starting the
who is innocent of an allegaCNS photo/Bob Roller
new review earlier were
tion to be cleared by Church
changes in the Code of Canon Bishop James V. Johnston Jr. of Kansas City-St. Joseph,
officials.
Law regarding penal sanc- Mo., chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
The
Vatican’s
tions in the Church that take Committee on the Protection of Children and Young
Congregation
for
the
effect in December; Pope People, listens to a question during a Nov. 17, 2021, session Doctrine of the Faith Sept. 1
Francis’ May 2019 motu pro- of the bishops’ fall general assembly in Baltimore.
determined that allegations
prio, “Vos Estis Lux Mundi,”
of sexual abuse of a minor
revising and clarifying norms and procedures for holding
made against Bishop DiMarzio were found “not to have
bishops and religious superiors accountable for protecting
the semblance of truth.” The allegations surfaced in
abusers; and the Vatican report on the investigation into
November 2019 and took 10 months to be resolved.
allegations of abuse by Theodore McCarrick, former carAuxiliary Bishop Mark W. O’Connell of Boston suggestdinal and archbishop of Washington.
ed the review process also explore the possibility that the
“To wait until 2025 to begin our charter review is simcharter can be expanded to include vulnerable adults.
ply too long to wait,” Bishop Johnston said.
Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
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Communion
statement aims to
‘retrieve and revive’
understanding
Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — The U.S. bishops approved their statement on the Eucharist with 222 “yes” votes Nov. 17, the second of two days of public sessions during their Nov. 15-18
fall general assembly.
Their OK came a day after their discussion of the document — a discussion that took a drastically different tone
than their previous debate about what the document could
potentially contain during their virtual assembly five
months ago.
At that June gathering, a major focus highlighted
whether it would address denying Communion to Catholic
politicians who support abortion.
Some bishops said a strong rebuke of President Joe
Biden, the nation’s second Catholic president, should be
included in it because of Biden’s recent actions protecting
and expanding abortion access, while others warned that
this would portray the bishops as a partisan force during
a time of bitter political divisions across the country.
The document the bishops discussed and approved
does not specifically call out Catholic political leaders, but
it does more generally point out the seriousness of the
sacrament.
The discussion, just prior to the vote, focused on some
of the statement’s wording. Specific amendments were
approved and additional comments about wording
changes, that were raised on the floor, did not.
One of the bishops, for example, wanted to add the
word “etcetera” after a list of vulnerable people the
Church was responsible for in order to show its broad
inclusion, but the bishops, who had already added to the
list to include the unborn, chose not to add the additional
descriptor.
As points of discussion, Archbishop Joseph F.
Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, outgoing chairman of
the U.S. bishops’ pro-life committee, stressed the prelates
must not forget the responsibility they have to “take care
of the souls” of Catholic politicians who do not publicly
support Church teaching on abortion.
And Bishop Donald E. DeGrood of Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, noted that there is a healthy tension for the bishops, to call out what isn’t right but to do so in love and to
be united as they find ways to apply this new document in
their dioceses.
The document on the Eucharist states: “One should not
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celebrate Mass or receive holy Communion in the state of
conference being headlined and unfortunately that
mortal sin without having sought the sacrament of reconbecame the narrative,” he said.
ciliation and received absolution.”
The lack of debate on the document during the
It also says that if a Catholic in his or her personal life
November meeting didn’t surprise him because, he said,
has “knowingly and obstinately” rejected the doctrines of
“it’s been moving in that direction.” He also said there was
the Church or its teaching on moral issues, that person
a desire among the bishops for unity and that their execushould refrain from receiving Communion because it is
tive session before the public sessions gave them the
“likely to cause scandal for othchance to discuss and work
ers.”
things out among themBack in June, at the end of
selves.
the bishops’ discussion of the
“Some of us are simply
document, Bishop Kevin C.
relieved that we’re not getRhoades of Fort Wayne-South
ting into the debate about
Bend, Indiana, chairman of the
who
can
receive
bishops’ doctrine committee,
Communion,” he added.
said the draft would not focus
Archbishop Lori said
on denying Communion to peomany media outlets porple but would emphasize the
trayed the document as one
importance of the sacrament.
that would “deny holy
And in his Nov. 16 presentaCommunion to politicians
tion of the 26-page statement
who oppose the Church’s
CNS photo/Bob Roller
titled “The Mystery of the
teaching on abortion.”
Eucharist in the Life of the Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kan.,
“Certainly, we are very
Church,” Bishop Rhoades said chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life
cognizant of that chalit “addresses the fundamental Activities, speaks from the floor during a Nov. 17, 2021,
lenge,” he said, “but at the
doctrine about the Eucharist session of the bishops’ fall general assembly in
same time, this had an emithat the Church needs to Baltimore.
nently pastoral intent and
retrieve and revive.”
it deals with the question of
In his short presentation to U.S. bishops, followed by
worthiness to receive holy Communion in a way that
just a handful of comments from the floor, the bishop said
applies to all of us.”
the document is addressed to all Catholics in the United
“It’s something all of us ought to be thinking about,
States and “endeavors to explain the centrality of the
myself very much included,” he added.
Eucharist in the life of the Church.”
Discussion from the floor included a request from
He also said it is intended to be a theological contribuBishop Peter Baldacchino of Las Cruces, New Mexico, that
the document include more about the paschal mystery, or
tion to the bishops’ strategic plan and to the bishops’
the death and resurrection of Jesus.
planned eucharistic revival “by providing a doctrinal
Bishop Richard F. Stika of Knoxville, Tennessee, wonresource for parishes, catechists and the faithful.”
dered how the document would be understood by college
Just after the bishops voted to approve the document,
students, high schoolers or children, noting that “a lot of
which had eight dissents and three abstentions, a few bishit’s over their heads” and they would have to have some
ops spoke with Catholic News Service about the process
kind of theological foundation to grasp it.
from the virtual June meeting — where the proposal to
“We have these beautiful, beautiful documents that
draft this statement was presented — until now.
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori said the June
discussion was a valuable one and that “even on Zoom, I
think the Holy Spirit can operate.”
He said the lengthy discussion at the time led the bishops to “what kind of a document we actually needed and
wanted, and it emerged clearly, for me at least, that it was
to be pastoral document.”
Bishop John E. Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, said it
was “hard to have a good debate virtually” and that in the
months between the two meetings, the document’s language “changed from being about the presidential election
to about the introduction of a eucharistic revival.”
“I don’t think anyone wants to see the division in the
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sometimes are just ignored,” he said, suggesting that it
should be made “more readable and understandable.”
In response, Bishop Rhoades said the document “as it
stands is really meant for adults,” but he could see it being
used in high schools with a teacher who would explain it
better. He also said it could be developed by publishers as a
resource for catechesis for grade school students.
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty of Lafayette, Indiana, said
the work put in “laboring over texts should not discourage
us,” pointing out that often language falls short but that
the Church has many other means at its disposal to
express the faith such as music, dance, poetry and visuals.
The document explains the importance of
Communion, often calling it a gift, and uses references
from Scripture, prayers of the Church and Second Vatican
Council documents to back this up. It also explains, citing
words of the saints, how Communion is not just a symbol
but the real presence of Christ.
This transformation of bread and wine into the body
and blood of Christ, the document says, is “one of the central mysteries of the Catholic faith” which is a “doorway
through which we, like the saints and mystics before us,
may enter into a deeper perception” of God’s presence.
It notes, almost halfway through, that the Vatican II document “Lumen Gentium” (The Dogmatic Constitution on
the Church) describes the Eucharist as “the source and
summit of the Christian life.” It also says that as Catholics
understand what the Eucharist means, they should more
fully participate in Mass and also reach out to serve those
in need, citing the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
which says: “The Eucharist commits us to the poor.”
It concludes with examples of saints who were transformed by their reception of the Eucharist and their deep
understanding of what it means.
This heavily footnoted statement also has a pastoral
message urging those who have left the Church to come
back. It ties this return back to the Eucharist quoting St.
Teresa of Kolkata, who said: “Once you understand the
Eucharist, you can never leave the Church. Not because
the Church won’t let you but because your heart won’t let
you.”
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Be
Witnesses
“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”
— Pope Francis
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Thank you, Sister!
Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent
We celebrate life’s special moments with great fanfare, gathering
with friends and family to honor those milestones. Celebrations
that highlight the honorees’ accomplishments renew our appreciation for their contributions to our lives. Recently, Bishop John
Iffert celebrated Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
in honor of the jubilees of eight women religious who have
devoted their lives to serving God through service to his people.
Bishop Iffert’s homily at the Nov. 6 celebration addressed the
essence of the jubilarians’ vocations: the giving of their lives to

Providence Academy and Mount St. Martin Academy, founded by
the Congregation of Divine Providence; Villa Madonna Academy
and Thomas More College, founded by the Benedictine Sisters of
St. Walburg Monastery; LaSallete Academy, founded by Sisters of
Nazareth; St. Joseph Academy, founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph
the Worker; the Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home shepherded
by the Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery and the
Sisters of Notre Dame.
The elderly, the sick and the dying are comforted by the tender
mercies of St. Elizabeth Healthcare founded by the Franciscan
Sisters of the Poor, Madonna Manor founded by the Benedictine

Bishop John Iffert with the 2021 women religious jubilarians (from left): Sister Colleen Winston, Sister Judith Coffman, Sister Margaret Verhoff, Sister Jean Menke, Sister Lynette Shelton,
Sister Barbara Patrick, Sister Jean Marie Hoffman and Sister Janet Stamm.

Jubilarians celebrating in 2021
Sister Colleen Winston, O.S.B.,
60-year jubilarian
Sister Margaret Verhoff, C.D.P.,
60-year jubilarian
Sister Jean Menke, C.D.P.,
60-year jubilarian
Sister Barbara Patrick, C.D.P.,
60- year jubilarian
Sister Judith Coffman, C.D.P.,
60- year jubilarian
Sister Mary Lynette Shelton, S.N.D.,
60-year jubilarian
Sister Janet Stamm, S.N.D.,
60-year jubilarian
Sister Jean Marie Hoffman, S.N.D.,
50-year jubilarian

God, making that relationship “the center and the core” of their
lives. Those gathered to witness the celebration could not help
but reflect on the gift that the vocations of the women religious
have been to the people of the Diocese of Covington.

Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, Carmel Manor founded by the
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm, Taylor Manor an apostolate of the Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker, and the St. Charles
Community founded by the Sisters of Notre Dame.

In ways big and small, the sisters have helped to shape not only
our lives but the lives of just about everyone in the Diocese of
Covington since 1823. In that year, young women began to arrive
here from their European homelands, bravely facing the perils of
an ocean voyage to follow their religious vocations to America.

These contributions of the Women Religious to the Diocese of
Covington are known and appreciated by many. Still, there are
other contributions known only to ourselves: the kind smile given
to a frightened first grader on the first day of school, the second
chance to hand in homework that you “forgot,” the words of
encouragement to a child experiencing family difficulties; the
blind eye turned to an altar server’s innocent mistake, the extra
attention to a child unable to fit in with classmates.

The sisters journeyed here to assist the sick and the poor and provide religious education to the young. They began their missionary work without fanfare in a country not yet 50 years old. Though
some of the sisters perished due to illness, others persevered
through epidemics, food shortages and the Civil War. They established ministries that served as convent and hospital, convent and
school, or convent and orphanage.
Since that time, generations of Catholic children have received
their educations at schools founded by the sisters: Notre Dame
Academy, founded by the Sisters of Notre Dame; Our Lady of

You may have experienced a one-of-a-kind contribution yourself,
and it is not too late to show your appreciation to that sister with
a little thank-you note. And, if that sister is deceased, you can still
send a message of thanks to her order — along with a nice donation. After all, this is the time of year for the annual Retirement
Fund for Religious Collection.

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.
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Bishops approve plans for three-year National Eucharistic Revival
Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — The U.S. bishops’ focus on the significance of the
Eucharist in the life of the Church
isn’t just about on the statement
they approved at their fall meeting.
It also is about something bigger:
a three-year eucharistic revival that
will culminate with the National
Eucharistic Congress 2024 in
Indianapolis.
The bishops approved a motion
Nov. 17 during their general assembly in Baltimore to host this congress with 201 votes in favor, 17
against and five abstentions.
Auxiliary Bishop Andrew H.
Cozzens
of
St.
Paul
and
Minneapolis, who was recently
named bishop of Crookston,
CNS photo/Bob Roller
Minnesota, gave the bishops details
about this planned revival just Elevation of the Eucharist is depicted in a stained-glass window at St. Anthony’s
Church in North Beach, Md., July 15, 2021.
before they voted on it.
The bishop, who is chairman of
the country.
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
The revival will officially start on the feast of Corpus
Evangelization and Catechesis, said the revival could be a
Christi June 16, 2022, with a diocesan focus that will
time of healing for the entire Church as well as a moveinclude eucharistic processions and other events of adorament of evangelization and a reawakening of understandtion and prayer around the country.
ing of the sacrament of the Eucharist for Catholics across

In 2023, the emphasis will be on parishes and resources
aimed at increasing Catholics’ understanding of what the
Eucharist really means.
Part of the impetus prompting this effort was a Pew
study in the fall of 2019 that showed just 30% of Catholics
understand the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
Bishop Cozzens noted the price tag for the National
Eucharistic Congress — $28 million— is expensive, but
said it is worth it and can be doable with fundraising.
He said many apostolates and ministries are donating
time and resources to help make the eucharistic revival a
reality.
Some bishops questioned the cost of the congress that
wraps up this venture, but others spoke about the potential
this will have to bring Catholics back to the Church and
bring those in the Church to a deeper sense of devotion
and a stronger faith.
Bishop Cozzens pointed out that such large-scale
church events can be transformative and said the National
Eucharistic Congress may end up being something the
Catholic Church revisits 10 years from now.
Blessed Carlo Acutis will be the patron for the first year
of the revival. The Italian teen, who was beatified in
October 2020, died of leukemia in 2006 at age 15. He was a
programmer who used social media to unite many people
and spread Christian values.
In his apostolic letter proclaiming the youth “blessed,”
Pope Francis said he “cultivated a friendship with our
Lord Jesus, placing the Eucharist and the witness of charity at the center of his life.”

Bishops give approval for new Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S. bishops approved a revised
English edition of the Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults.
Under a separate action, they also did the same with a
revised edition in Spanish.
Both actions took place Nov. 17, the second day of two
days of public sessions during their Nov. 15-18 fall general
meeting in Baltimore.
The English version passed 215-0 with two abstentions.
The Spanish version passed 218-3 with one abstention. Both
needed two-thirds of the U.S. Latin-rite bishops’ approval;
they still require a subsequent “confirmatio” and “recognitio” by the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Sacraments.
More commonly known over the past two generations as
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA, the

name is being changed to Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, or OCIA.
However, for those adults joining the Church at the
Easter Vigil, there continue to be several rites they go
through to mark their emergence as full members of the
Catholic Church. (The Spanish edition will retain its
acronym of RICA, for Ritual de la Iniciacion Cristiana de
Adultos.)
Archbishop Leonard P. Blair of Hartford, Connecticut,
chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship,
reminded the U.S. bishops they had authorized in 2019 a new
translation of the texts used in the RCIA/OCIA by the
International Commission on English in the Liturgy. The

texts of the now-approved revisions run more than 250
pages in each language.
“While most of our liturgical books follow the arrangement of the Latin edition very closely, the RCIA is an exception; the edition used in this country since the 1980s
rearranges the material substantially to make it more ‘userfriendly,’” Archbishop Blair said in an introductory message to the bishops.
“Our current book also supplements the material significantly, mostly for the sake of bringing already-baptized people into the Church,” he added, noting the Latin edition
focuses almost entirely on the non-baptized.
(Continued on page 21)
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to: Father Raymond
Enzweiler, faculty, Thomas More University,
Dec. 1; Father Damian Hils, pastor, Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell, Dec. 1; Deacon
Tony Escamilla, Cristo Rey Parish, Florence, Dec.
1; Father Paul Berscheid, retired, Dec. 2;
Deacon Peter Freeman, St. Philip Parish,
Melbourne, Dec. 6; Father Conor Kunath,
vocations promoter, Dec 10; Father Michael
Barth, pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Warsaw, Dec. 11;
Deacon Gregory Meier, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish, Burlington, Dec. 12; Father Robert
Henderson, retired, Dec. 19; and Deacon
Joseph Wiedeman, Holy Spirit Parish, Newport,
Dec. 25.
Raymond G. Hebert, Ph.D.,
now in his 47th year at Thomas
More University, was recognized
with The Pioneer Award after a
review of nominations by The
Kenton County Ethics
Commission. This award is
bestowed on residents of Kenton
County who provided outstanding service to the community and exemplify the
highest standards of personal integrity, all hallmarks to the mission of Thomas More University.
Dr. Hebert is a current professor of history,
executive director of the William T. Robinson III
Institute for Religious Liberty, immediate past
director of the Gemini Dual Credit Program and
Dean of the College Emeritus at the University.

The prayer intention for December, as recommended by Pope Francis, is for catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God, may they be its
witnesses with courage and creativity and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
St. Henry School, Elsmere, Bingo has moved to
Monday nights in the school cafeteria starting at
5 p.m.; games begin at 6:45 p.m. Contact (859) 760-3325.
Newport Central Catholic is pleased to offer a
two-hour course to help prepare for the high school
placement test. The prep course is offered Dec. 2 or 5,
4:30– 6:30 p.m. This course is available to all 8th grade
students in the Diocese of Covington, regardless of
where they plan to take the exam on December 11. Cost
$20. Pre-register: https://forms.gle/
sDBH8kdGth5wvHf97.
The diocesan Young Adult Ministry is hosting a
screening of the film “Her Name was Jo,” Dec. 2, 7
p.m., Cincinnati Art Museum, Fath Auditorium, followed by an interactive Q & A conducted by Brad
Torline, associate director of Catechesis and
Evangelization. Suitable for mature high schoolers
and older. For tickets visit Eventbrite.com and search
for the film title.
The NKU Catholic Newman Club Knights of
Columbus have weekly meetings Tuesdays, 6 p.m., at

Blanketed in warmth
The Catholic Order of Foresters Court 2514 has been busy. They gathered 50 people together to make fleece blankets for
the homeless. In all, there were 34 blankets made in one night.
the Newman Center. Contact
manzos1@mymail.nku.edu if you’re a Catholic man
interested in joining.
Do you have family or a friend in jail or prison?
Are you looking for a safe, welcoming community
where you will be accepted without judgement? Come
to Catholic Charities, Latonia, the 3rd Tuesday of the
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Questions, contact Dave
Capella at dcapella@covingtoncharities.org or (859)
581-8974 ext. 117.
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
Day of Recollection Dec. 4, 9–11:30 a.m., with Father
Conor Kunath. Learn St. Ignatius’ ‘Examen’ a devotional exercise used to see God’s work in your life. No
charge, no sign-up required.
St. Joseph Academy, Walton, Breakfast with Santa,
Dec. 4, 9–11:30 a.m. Reservations 485-6444.
Comboni Missionaries, Cincinnati, is offering a
Breakfast in Bethlehem, Dec. 4, 8:30–11a.m., pancake
breakfast, face painting, arts and crafts, games and
prizes. Cost $3 per person; $10 per family. RSVP by Nov.
29, nolan@combonimissionaries.org.
The Cathedral Concert Series continues its 45th
season with the Advent Festival of Lessons and
Carols, Dec. 5, 3 p.m., at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington.
Scripture and sacred song
foretell of the coming nativity. Evergreen and candlelight
enhance the Gothic interior
of the Basilica for this annual tradition. All are welcome
to attend and participate.
Choral pieces and Advent
hymns, spanning centuries
of tradition, will echo
prophetic and Gospel readings. All Cathedral Concerts
are open to the public with
no admission charge. A
freewill offering is gladly
accepted. Visit www.cathe-

dralconcertseries.org.
Christmas at the Basilica: Community Lessons &
Carols, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m., come celebrate Thomas More
University’s Centennial and join the Thomas More
University music program, Boone County High School
Choir, and the choir of St. Timothy in an evening of
readings and choral works at the historic Basilica
Cathedral of the Assumption, Covington. Dr. Daniel
Parsley and organist Sara Tobe lead all three Thomas
More choirs and are joined by Thomas More
University’s brass faculty, student instrumental
ensembles, and student soloists to lead holiday carols
and hymns celebrating the Advent and Christmas seasons. Free admission. Masks required.
The Newport Central Catholic Drama Club will perform “Whodunit … And To Whom?,” a spoof of the
classic gumshoe story, in the school’s Ciafardini
Family Black Box Theatre. Showtimes are: Dec. 10, 7
p.m.; Dec. 11, 2 and 7 p.m.; and Dec. 12, 5 p.m. Get your
tickets today at Showtix4u.com.
Nativity sets from around the world will be on display at Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria. The
display will feature nativity sets made by artist and
craftsmen from 78 different countries. Free to the open
public on the following days: Sundays, Dec. 5, 12, 18, 19,
26, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 18, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. and
Friday, Dec. 24, 9 a.m.–noon.

Where in the world was Father Wamala?
Father Matthias Wamala visited the fourth graders at Mary, Queen of Heaven School,
Erlanger, to talk to them about his life in Uganda, share pictures of the different landscapes in his country, and to explain the process of becoming a US citizen.
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I would rather have bodily health than any gold,
and contentment of spirit than pearls.
No riches are greater than a healthy body;
and no happiness than a joyful heart. (Sirach 30:15–16)
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Pro-tips on joyfully aging
tional health help support an older adult’s ability to be
independent, what are some of the more subtle intrinsic
How do you view aging? The beauty industry,
characteristics that promote a joyful journey in growing
Hollywood, and others urge us to address fine lines, wrinolder? In the Psalms we read that the righteous will still
kles and appear physically younger than our biological
bear fruit, in their old age, and they will remain fresh and
age. Presenting an image that reflects how a person feels is
green. How we approach life at whatever age we are now,
continues to produce results in our future.
Of the current residents living at Rosedale
Green — a Northern Kentucky nonprofit nursing facility — 37 percent are over the age of 90. I
asked a few of those over 90-year old’s what they
like about being older.
Aging as your children are aging gives you a
special perspective. A woman celebrating her
93rd birthday shared that her second son, now
age 72, was her closest child. She grinned as she
shared about how having six sons increased her
prayer life and experienced great joy in watching her children, and others she had invested
time in, now have their own grandchildren.
A few mentioned how nice it was to be in a
community where there were other people their
age. The sense of not being alone in aging was
very important for them to convey.
“I have found my reason for being here, after
meeting someone that needs my help,” said a
newer resident recently.
A gentleman who currently resides at
Rosedale with his wife of 66 years offered his
opinion that there is nothing greater in life than
seeing a new baby. The couple enjoys seeing photos of each new family member while visiting
their daughter.
In summing up, here a few of the sentiments
shared: enjoying the ability to be around to see
the good parts in the stories of those you love,
Mr. and Mrs. Whaley, Rosedale residents, celebrating 66 years of marriage.
appreciating that others are on the same journey as you, and supporting those coming behind
important, however, aging well is about living your best
you.
life.
Rosedale Green and sister community Emerald Trace
One of the benefits of experiencing a pandemic is the
on Turkeyfoot Road are nonprofit skilled nursing/rehabilrealization that aging is a privilege. Do we approach every
itation and long-term care facilities serving Northern
other milestone in our lives optimistically, but cringe at
Kentucky. And for over 50 years they have been happy to
the thought of being considered old? How does one
help with any senior care questions.
approach aging holistically with grace, gratitude and, dare
Julie Price is community relations director for Rosedale
I say it, with joy?
Green.
While making decisions regarding physical and emoJulie Price
Contributor

Catholic nuns model
the art of aging well
Nancy L. Roberts
Catholic News Service

“Embracing Age: How Catholic Nuns Became Models
of Aging Well” by Anna I. Corwin. Rutgers University
Press (New Brunswick, New Jersey, 2021). 202 pp., $29.95.
If your intuition suggests that nuns tend to live to a
ripe old age, you are not mistaken. There is something
about religious commitment that fosters physical, mental
and spiritual well-being.
In this fascinating, beautifully written book, Anna I.

Corwin illuminates the linguistic, cultural and religious
practices that help a Midwestern convent of the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart age gracefully.
One key is that the nuns don’t think of aging as a problem. Not for them are euphemisms such as “senior citizen” or “older adult”; they are happy to be called “elderly”
(Continued on page 13)
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New form of wellness — drum fit classes
Pam Asher, wellness director, is delighted
with the results of the Drum Fit classes she has
initiated at Colonial Heights and Gardens.
Colonial Heights and Gardens is a senior community in Florence, Ky. They bring the lifestyle
seniors deserve with the value families expect.
The community consists of Colonial Heights –
Independent Living, and Colonial Gardens,
Licensed Personal Care and Memory Care.
The main focus of Drum Fit is physical and
mental exercise connecting the mind to the
body through different drumming patterns and
beats. This activity has been the most fun seniors can have while increasing their overall
well-being. Seniors grab drumsticks, and drum
away to amazing music all while incorporating
brain fitness activities that are fun.
It is an engaging activity for the body and
spirit, which is appropriate for any senior.
Ms. Asher is always creative at bringing new
wellness classes to the community. At first, the
residents seemed a little skeptical and hesitant
to try Drum Fit. However, because Ms. Asher is
very encouraging and positive, and after they
watched a class, the participation level doubled.
Music and movement is accompanied by lots
of laughter. Ms. Asher choreographs routines to
the residents’ ability levels. She creates holiday
themes when appropriate and encourages as
many residents as possible to participate at
their level.
Many varieties of music are used — stan- Pam Asher, wellness director, has some Colonial Heights residents rocking out in her drum fit class.
dards, golden oldies, country, classic rock and
modifications and her motto is, “You do you! You know
class includes lots of laughter and comradery. Drum Fit is
roll, hymns and R & B. She plays it all and the residents
what you’re feeling, I don’t, but I will challenge you.”
a hit at Colonial Heights and Gardens.
love it. If it has a beat she uses it to keep the residents movDrum Fit has been therapeutic for all involved and each
Colonial Heights and Gardens contributed this article.
ing. She has hosted classes inside and outside. She shows

(Continued from page 12)
and “old.” It would never occur to the sisters to praise someone for looking young “despite
their age.”
Rather than follow society’s prescription of “successful aging” (i.e., independence and
“active” living), they embrace aging as a normal part of life. As Corwin, an anthropologist, explains, the nuns create a community in which “they learn to support each other as
they age and as they teach each other how to age well.”
This social support takes place in myriad ways — during Mass, prayer, shared meals
and hallway chats, and even informal card games. The nuns are also enriched by their frequent pastoral visits to their elderly, infirm sisters. This loving connection goes both ways.
Early in her research, Corwin observed that “Catholic sisters seem to experience fewer
chronic conditions as they age.” And those “who live in constant chronic pain and can no
longer walk, work or even leave their room in the infirmary, seem to experience each day
with remarkable peace and joy.”
Another key to the sisters’ ability to age with grace comes from their view of what wellbeing is. The modern world teaches us to fight aging pain and death at all costs.
But to the sisters, well-being means “not only physical and mental health but — most
important to them — a deep and enduring connection with the divine.”
In her many interviews, Corwin learned that the nuns prioritized “time and space to
pray, the ability to serve those in need and a deep connection to God.”
Perhaps not surprisingly, Corwin found that the older sisters in poor physical health
prayed not for recovery but instead for “endurance and spiritual comfort.” They also
prayed for others, an activity which helped them remain connected to their community.
The infirm nuns often visited those who were even more infirm than themselves, providing social and spiritual support. This grew directly from the value the sisters placed on
human beings in every stage of life, not just the phase when they were active and productive.
This meant that older, physically declining nuns were embraced with love by the other
sisters and kept engaged with community life. This also showed younger nuns that they
would be respected and valued even in their later years when they might develop chronic
conditions such as dementia.
Corwin, who earned her doctorate at the University of California, Los Angeles, is an
associate professor at St. Mary’s College of California. Her deeply researched book is a
model of scholarship while also engaging nonacademic readers as well with its insightful
and eloquent portrayal of convent life.
Perhaps most intriguing is the revelation in “Embracing Age” that we too could live
happier and healthier lives in old age by following some of the sound pathways that these
sisters have demonstrated.
In particular, the nuns’ lives show that our bodies themselves are social entities.
Indeed, Corwin notes “how profoundly the social world shapes the body. ... How we age is
connected to how we interact in the world. The social practices in which the nuns engaged
shaped their health, their well-being, and their understanding of aging.”
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St. Charles expands services for seniors
to neighboring communities
St. Charles has been a leader in providing services for
Northern Kentucky’s seniors and their families for over 60
years, and has recently expanded beyond its Farrell Drive
campus with the establishment of a Senior Resource Center
in Latonia. Several years ago, St. Charles received a donation to be used for outreach to seniors in the Northern
Kentucky communities. With these funds St. Charles was

able to create the HANDI program (Helping Adults in Need
Develop Independence), as well as offer free senior resource
consultation services.
Through this outreach, St. Charles realized a tremendous need in the community, and established an actual center for providing the needed services. This center is open
Monday through Friday and is located at 3705 Winston
Ziegler photo
Avenue, Latonia. The
center’s services are free
of charge and if you or
your loved one have
questions about these
services, call (859) 6971911.
Since its October 2021
opening, the Resource
Center’s social workers
have seen an influx of
persons seeking help in
navigating the maze of
today’s aging services. It
is the center’s goal to
connect seniors with a
variety of resources,
become true partners in
ministry with other area
service providers and
through compassionate
listening, education and
collaboration continue
to live Jesus’ Gospel call.
This article was subSt. Charles Community newly established Senior Resource Center’s goal is to provide consultation,
mitted by St. Charles
navigation and guidance to needed services and resources for senior citizens in the local community. Community, Ft. Wright.

Bishop Paprocki
explores link
between physical and
spiritual fitness
Jonah McKeown
Catholic News Agency

Bishop Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, Illinois
doesn’t generally introduce himself as a runner. His first
love is hockey, which, at nearly 70 years old, he still plays
regularly. He even
coaches the goalkeepers at a local
Catholic
high
school.
“I’m still playing hockey, and I
attribute that to
my
running,”
Paprocki
told
CNA.
Paprocki wasn’t
a born runner. In
fact, the first time
he tried to “go on a
run,” he kind of
hated it.
But he pressed
on, and the reason
was simple. Three
Bishop Thomas Paprocki
of his grandparents died in their 50s from heart disease, and Paprocki
realized a similar fate may be waiting for him if he didn’t
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)
improve his health.
“I was reading about the cardiovascular benefits of aerobic training, running, biking or swimming, and so I
thought, ‘If I want to live past 55 I better take up something,’ so I took up running,” he said.
All told, since that day, Bishop Paprocki has run
24 marathons and counting. He’s also raised over
half a million dollars for charity in the process.
Paprocki recently wrote a book called “Running
for a higher purpose: 8 Steps to Spiritual and
Physical Fitness,” (Ave Maria Press) which released
March 26.
In it, he offers expert advice on running from a
practical standpoint, while interweaving lessons on
how to grow in one’s spiritual life.
“One of the main premises of the book is the
connection between body and soul. Unlike the
ancient Greek philosophers who kind of saw the
body as something that was discarded at death and
you wouldn’t need it anymore...We believe in the
resurrection of the body, that our bodies will be
raised up when our Lord comes again at the second
coming, so we are to treat our bodies with respect,”
Paprocki said.
“The way I wrote this book was to keep that connection, so it’s not like one chapter is about the spiritual life and the other chapter is about training to
run. They’re interwoven because, I think, most runners will tell you, especially marathon runners, that
you need some deep spiritual resources in order to
do a marathon.”
The practical steps that Paprocki lays out in the
book begin with recommending an honest assessment of one’s physical fitness and health.
“Once you identify where you need to improve, you
have to figure out what you are going to do about that,” he

said.
An honest assessment of one’s spiritual health is not
dissimilar, he said. A spiritual director can help with this.
“It is a little more difficult to assess your spiritual fitness than it is your physical fitness. Your physical fitness,

you have measurements, like how much you weigh, what’s
your blood pressure, what’s your cholesterol, things like

that, but even for that, we go to a doctor. We go for a physical and we have somebody check us out. That’s where I
think spiritual directors can also be helpful, because it’s a
little more difficult to quantify that,” Paprocki said.
“‘How holy am I?’ Well, only God knows, in a sense, how
we’re growing in our holiness, but your spiritual
director can help guide
you in terms of making
progress.”
Like with physical fitness, different people are
going to be at different
places in their spiritual
life, and will measure
their success differently.
“If you’re not praying
regularly, just start out
with a morning offering
or say grace before your
meals. If you’re not used
to saying the Rosary, just
start with a decade — 10
Hail Marys — and work
your way up to saying a
full Rosary,” he suggested.
Spiritual health, like
physical health, takes
repeated effort and a daily
commitment, Paprocki
said.
“You can’t go to Mass
once and say, ‘Okay, I’m
good. I went to Mass.’ We
have to go to Mass every
week,
every
Sunday.
Confession, too ... we have to do that frequently,” he noted.

‘Civilize it’ — lessons in listening to combat
truth decay and build a healthier society
Joe Towalski
Catholic News Service

In September, the U.S. bishops launched a new initiative
to address the bitter polarization that continues to grip our
society and make it difficult to have meaningful conversa-

tions on important issues facing our communities and
nation. Called “Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics,” the
effort is similar to one the bishops began at the start of the
2019-2020 election season.
The current nonpartisan campaign encourages
Catholics and others of good will to follow the example of
the Good Samaritan, who challenges us to reach out
beyond our comfort zones and “become neighbors to all,”
as Pope Francis wrote in his encyclical “Fratelli Tutti, on

Fraternity
and
Social
Friendship.” The pope also
called for “a better kind of politics, one truly at the service of
the common good.”
“Civilize It,” with its emphasis on creating a culture of
encounter, listening and dialogue, coincides with two other
initiatives announced recently
by the Holy Father that call for a
similar approach. The first
involves the lead up to the 2023
world Synod of Bishops, which
includes a six-month process of
“listening to all of the baptized”
in every diocese and sharing
what is learned with the rest of
the church.
This listening process kicked
off in the Diocese of St. Cloud in
October and will run until April.
Pope Francis also chose “listen”
as the theme for World
Communications Day next May.
Why so much emphasis on listening? And what kind of listening is really being called for
through these initiatives, especially for the church? Listening
assists leaders and all the people
of God to discern what the
church truly needs and where
the Holy Spirit is leading us.
Active listening involves
more than simply hearing what
another person has to say. It is
attentive, seeks to understand,
and is respectful of others’ digni(Continued on page 16)

The ‘Civilize It’ Pledge
I pledge:
CHARITY
— To affirm through my words and actions the dignity of every
person, each made in God’s image. Even those with whom
I disagree are made in his image.
— To respectfully listen in order to understand experiences different
from my own.
CLARITY
— To engage in critical examination to ensure that my perspectives
are rooted in truth, that my sources of information are unbiased,
and that I do not open myself to manipulation by partisan
interests.
— To form my conscience through prayerful reflection, study of
Scripture and church teaching, and guidance from reputable
experts.
— To reflect on my own values and seek, with others, to identify
shared values.
— To be open to the process of dialogue that can require change of
perspective — my own and others’ — in service to the inviolable
dignity of all and the common good.
CREATIVITY
— To be a bridgebuilder who participates in constructive dialogue
based in shared values, a mutual exchange of gifts, and the
humility to together seek the good.
— To see differences in perspective as opportunities for creative tension which can yield solutions for the common good.
— To work with others in order to identify creative solutions rooted
in our shared values.
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Vatican launches prayer campaign for Laudato Si’ goals for a healthy planet
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Groups and individuals who have
accepted Pope Francis’ invitation to step up their commitment to caring for creation are encouraged to prepare for
their journey with a new prayer campaign.
Special prayers have been developed for each day of the
week for different communities, like parishes, dioceses,

‘Civilize it’
(Continued from page 15)

ty. It doesn’t require compromising convictions or commitment to the truth. It doesn’t mean we can’t offer constructive criticism or that we’re above receiving it ourselves.
But it does require us to treat others as Christ would.
While the “Civilize It” initiative focuses on politics, we
also need a good dose of it in the church. Over the last 20
months, I have witnessed too many conversations, email
exchanges and Facebook comments that were unfair,
uncharitable, and unchristian on topics ranging from the
church’s response to the pandemic, to how it should
address the sin of racism and who should (or shouldn’t) be
denied Communion.
We would all do well to take the “Civilize It” pledge,
share it with others and let it guide our conversations.
We Catholics can, and should, be role models for others
in how to listen and dialogue in service to the truth and
the common good. The “Civilize It” initiative is a good
reminder about how to do this. You can find more information and resources about the campaign at
https://www.usccb.org/civilizeit — including a prayer
and examination of conscience.
Joe Towalski, editor of Central Minnesota Catholic magazine and communications director for the Diocese of St.
Cloud, Minn. His commentary has been provided by
Catholic News Service.

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015, 2016,

religious orders, families, hospitals, schools,
businesses and others, that have joined the
Laudato Si’ Action Platform.
The 40-day prayer campaign begins Oct. 4 —
the feast of St. Francis, and concludes Nov. 14
— the World Day of Prayer for the Poor. The
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development announced the campaign
Oct. 1.
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform is “a sevenyear journey that will see our communities
committed in different ways to becoming totally sustainable, in the spirit of integral ecology,”
the pope said in a video message launching the
platform May 25.
“We need a new ecological approach that
can transform our way of dwelling in the
world, our lifestyles, our relationship with the
resources of the earth and, in general, our way
of looking at humanity and of living life,” he
said.
The platform was set up to help people with
that process of conversion that leads to concrete action in a coordinated global effort. It is
meant for people, particularly communities,
that want to increase their commitment to
bringing the encyclical “Laudato Si’” to life by
promising a set of actions over a period of
seven years.
The prayers are based on the Laudato Si’
goals, which are: responding to the cry of the
Earth and environmental degradation;
responding to the cry of the poor and vulnerable; creating an ecological-sustainable economy; adopting simple lifestyles; supporting ecological education; promoting ecological spirituality; and building community awareness,
participation
and action.
“The prayer
campaign supports the seven
sectors joining the Laudato
Si’ Action Platform with a
dedicated day of prayer for
each, connecting each sector with a Laudato Si’
goal,” the dicastery said in
a media release.
Integral
ecology
requires every member of
the wider church to contribute their skills and
work together on common
goals, which is why the
platform
specifically
2017, 2018
invites certain sectors:
families; parishes and dioceses; schools and univer-

sities; hospitals and health care centers; workers, businesses and farms; organizations, groups and movements;
and religious orders. People were invited to register May
25-Oct. 4 to assess what they are doing now and to see how
they can further contribute to the seven Laudato Si’ goals.
The next phase in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform is set
to kick off Nov. 14, when the dicastery plans to publish
Laudato Si’ planning guides and related materials.
Catholics will then be invited “to make a firm commitment
to creating their own Laudato Si’ plans,” the dicastery
said.
Current resources include a new website in nine languages at laudatosi.va and an action platform at laudatosiplattform.org as part of a “road map” of action for the next
decade. The prayers can be found at https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/resources.
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Not me: The moral dilemma of seeking vaccine exemptions
martyrdom for ourselves, if God so calls us; we are not
allowed to martyr others,” she said. If people’s objection to
vaccination “helps impede the achievement of herd immunity and helps to fuel the development of new variants,
many others will bear the costs of their exemption as
well.”
Stefano Semplici, another corresponding member of
the Pontifical Academy for Life, said many of the reasons
for vaccine refusal and hesitation “are in many cases the
same as those put forward regardless of religious
grounds,” that is, they have little to do with a religion’s
teachings.

those (risks) related to the disease, especially among young
people; the idea of self-determination as inviolable when
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Getting vaccinated is “an act
considering a health treatment; and the difficulty of comof love,” Pope Francis said in his latest urgent appeal, after
munication between the scientific community and public
more than a year of insisting COVID-19 vaccines be equiopinion,” said Semplici, a professor of social ethics and
tably available worldwide for everyone to get inoculated.
bioethics at Rome’s Tor Vergata University.
Nonetheless, some Catholics have been wondering if
This almost sacred sense of “self-determination” can be
they should seek a religious exemption from an immunizaseen in the recent “My Body. My Choice” signs, protesting
tion requirement with vaccines tested or produced with
against mask mandates and vaccination requirements.
cell lines originally derived from aborted fetuses more
Vaccines, however, are “a fundamental question of pubthan 50 years ago.
lic health,” Semplici said, and limits on personal freedom
Individuals are free to make a decision on getting the
have to be considered when they affect the welfare of othvaccine. Some, like the Archdiocese
ers.
of New York, have said for Catholics,
A democratic governrefusing the vaccine would be based
ment allows exemptions
on a personal belief, not Catholic
to particular mandates
teaching, as the Vatican and pope
out of respect for people’s
have made it clear some vaccines for
sincerely held beliefs and
COVID-19 are permissible and it’s a
personal limitations or
moral duty to get vaccinated.
health risks.
Because there has been “overSo it is important peowhelming consensus within the
ple not be misled and
Catholic magisterium” for years on
become “sincerely conthe permissibility of using such vacvinced that the vaccines
cines in the absence of alternatives,
are somehow ‘morally
“to counsel people that it is legititainted’ and that being
mate to refuse the vaccines on relivaccinated will somehow
gious grounds — and, in fact, to facilinvolve them in the evil
itate it — is to actively assist people
of abortion,” Lysaught
in mal-forming their consciences,”
said.
said M. Therese Lysaught, a correShe said if too many
sponding member of the Pontifical
people refuse to be vacciAcademy for Life.
nated, “more people will
“In fact, in actively assisting peoget sick and die, especialple to put the lives of others at risk,
ly the poor, the ill, the
such advocates assist them in being
incarcerated, the elderly,
indifferent to and even assisting
pregnant women,” essenthem in doing evil. This sins against
tially, “throwaway peocharity. This is the Catholic definiple,” who are sacrificed
Keener photo
tion of scandal,” said the professor
not only to economics
at the Neiswanger Institute for Bishop John Iffert rolled up his sleeve for his COVID-19 booster vaccine, Nov. 11, at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright. Ludlow
“but to the theoretical
Bioethics
and
Healthcare Community Pharmacy asked St. Agnes Parish to host a vaccination site for children ages 5–11. The FDA had authorized
moral purity of pro-life
Leadership of the Stritch School of the emergency use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5–11, Oct. 29. The authorization was based
individual consciences.”
Medicine at Loyola University in on the FDA’s thorough and transparent evaluation of the data that included input from independent advisory committee
When there is no
experts who overwhelmingly voted in favor of making the vaccine available to children in this age group.
Chicago.
regard to how many peoShe and other experts in
ple might be harmed or
bioethics or moral theology responded by email Aug. 19 to
Reasons more often reflect: concerns about a vaccine’s
die “for their ‘choice,’” she said, “it is, ironically, a ‘morala series of questions by Catholic News Service.
risks, which may be “magnified by the circulation of oftenity that kills.’”
Vaccinations, like all medical interventions, are volunmisleading news and information; an underestimation of
tary — a right that is upheld by the Church and democratic
societies.
However, Lysaught said vaccinations are also “morally
obligatory” when they are seen as an “ordinary means” of
protecting human life.
According to the Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services, “An ordinary or proportionate means is one that offers a reasonable hope of benefit
and does not entail an excessive burden or impose excessive expense on the family or community,” she said, saying
that COVID-19 vaccines meet those requirements.
Lysaught said: “Vaccines are clearly ‘ordinary means,’
and ordinary means are morally obligatory” — assuming,
there are no associated medical or health risks for that
individual. Catholic tradition teaches that “voluntarily
protecting our own life and health and the life and health
of others is an overriding theological and moral commitment,” she said.
Many organizations and places of work or study have
requirements that people are asked to voluntarily comply
with, and if people don’t, “then they must be willing to
bear the costs of their conscience. That’s how conscientious objection works,” she said.
In the case of vaccine refusal, the doctrinal congregation said in its 2020 note on the morality of using some
anti-COVID-19 vaccines that people “must do their utmost
to avoid, by other prophylactic means and appropriate
behavior, becoming vehicles for the transmission of the
infectious agent.”
That’s because, while people have to be willing to bear
the consequences of their objection, they cannot impose
those consequences on others, Lysaught said.
“This is a crucial — and unacceptable — moral difference from a Catholic perspective. We are allowed to accept
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
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Americans’ mental health needs grow dramatically amid pandemic
Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

CLEVELAND — The coronavirus pandemic has taken
an emotional toll on Americans, with mental health professionals reporting they are getting more requests for assistance from people feeling helpless and experiencing anxiety
and depression.
Inquiries are coming from people of all ages — young
children, teenagers, the middle-aged and the elderly — as
they struggle to cope with social isolation, financial hardship, online learning and uncertainty emerging because of
the departure from the routines of pre-pandemic life.
The annual Gallup health and health care survey in
November revealed that Americans’ assessment of their
mental health is at its lowest point since 2001 — with 76 per-

cent of respondents rating their mental health as good or
excellent, down from 85 percent in 2019.
For many Americans, the challenges introduced by the
pandemic mark the first time they have confronted mental
illness. The National Alliance on Mental Illness has
described the rising demand for mental health services as
“the silent epidemic within the pandemic.”
“I don’t think anybody anticipated what it was going to
feel like to change so drastically as we did,” said Theresa
Nguyen, vice president of research and innovation at
Mental Health America, which advocates for people living
with mental illness.
The organization reported that nearly 2.5 million people
took its mental health screening in 2020, compared with 1
million who did so in 2019.

The professionals, including those at Catholic Charities
agencies that offer counseling services, told Catholic News
Service that more people searching for help is a good thing
because it shows that the stigma society holds about mental
illness is waning.
Nationwide, Catholic Charities clinicians report higher
numbers of people reaching out for help across all age
groups. The trend largely began in late summer, several
months into the pandemic’s run. Notably, adolescents,
teenagers and young adults are seeking help at higher levels
than other age groups.
“It has to do with isolation,” said Amy Shipman, director
of counseling at Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City. Children are feeling lonely because they are
not interacting as closely with friends and classmates, leading to increased anxiety and more stress, she explained.
“A lot of parents are concerned about the isolation piece,
the regression of their child being isolated, staying in their
room more, not eating, not sleeping properly,” Shipman said.
Such situations have led parents to clinicians as well. On
top of concerns for their own kids, many parents are facing
economic difficulties because of a pandemic-induced job
loss or added stress of having to directly oversee their children’s online education and being unsure of how to do so.
“For a lot of people, the hard part was those transition
periods and not knowing what to do next. It’s fear of the
unknown,” Lisa Surrency, program director at Counseling
Solutions at Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New
Orleans, said.
The Family Counseling Guidance Center of Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Boston has seen its client
base remain constant during the pandemic. Callie
Armstrong, clinical director, said although overall numbers
are stable, counselors are working with more adolescents
and young adults.
“For adolescents, given they are in a stage of development where they’re forming their identities, it’s tricky
when you’re not around your peers, exploring the world,
seeing what they like to do and not like to do,” she told CNS.
Jill Harkavy-Friedman, vice president of research at the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, said the
apparently stable level of suicide deaths is a “positive sign
that more people are reaching out for help” during the pandemic.
She said federal, state and local officials are recognizing
that addressing mental health needs is as important as
addressing the other social inequalities that the pandemic
has heightened. “It’s the first time that mental has been
treated as a priority,” she said.
Friedman noted how more money allocated in pandemic
relief measures is flowing to reinvigorate community mental health centers. Still, she called for broader investment in
such services as well as in crisis care for people contemplating suicide.
Professionals such as Friedman said the time has come
for America to prioritize mental health like it has traditional health care. They called for the federal government to
spearhead widespread investments in mental health and
substance use services.
Such services have received some attention under the
three pandemic relief measures adopted by Congress and
signed into law. Most recently, $4.25 billion was included in
the pandemic relief package approved in December.
Another $4 billion is included in the $1.9 trillion aid package
currently being debated in Congress.
Chuck Ingoglia, president of the National Council for
Behavioral Health, which represents more than 3,300 treatment organizations, said sustained federal support for mental health services is necessary as the country emerges from
the pandemic.
“One-time investments are good. No one is going to say
‘No’ to that. But it doesn’t lead to increased capacity and
long-term effectiveness,” Ingoglia told CNS.
“It shouldn’t matter where you live. If you live in
Birmingham, Michigan, or Birmingham, Alabama, if you
have a mental health or substance use disorder there are
certain services you should get,” he said.
Ingoglia was one of 14 top officials of the nation’s leading
mental health advocacy and professional associations who
announced in December the formation of a coalition to
engage with the federal government, state governors and
local officials.
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ENTERTAINMENT
“Belfast” (Focus) Writer-director Kenneth Branagh
weigh its occasional verbal defects in the minds of parents
uses the perspective of a 9-year-old boy living in the city of
judging its acceptability for older teens. Some stylized viothe title to examine the effects of the sectarian strife that
lence, a few instances each of profanity and milder swearswept
across
ing, fleeting rough and crude language, at least one crass
Northern Ireland at
expression. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.
the very end of the
Movie
1960s. As the lad’s
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife” (Columbia) Crowd-pleasing
Capsule
father, who journeys
gothic comedy finds a cash-strapped single mom and her
back and forth to
two children moving into the remote, dilapidated farmEngland for work,
house left to her by her estranged, recently deceased father,
resists pressure from the ruthless leader of the local
a seemingly eccentric recluse. As the kids, aided by the
Protestant extremists to join in the violence, his mother
girl’s new science teacher and the first real friend she’s
struggles to keep him and his older brother safe and moralever made, get swept up in battling the swarm of evil spirits their grandfather, an original
ly grounded. Though emigration
member of the titular ensemble of
seems the best option for the famiFor full reviews of each of these films
anti-specter protectors, had secretly
ly, it would mean separating themkept at bay, mom wrestles with his
selves from the grandparents with
— go to catholicnews.com and click
long-ago abandonment of her while
whom the youth shares a close
on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”
engaging in a wry romance with the
emotional bond. A sensitive exploCatholic News Service (CNS)
educator. Director and co-writer
ration of the plight of decent peoclassifications are:
Jason Reitman ignores the 2016
ple surrounded by malignant big• A-I — general patronage;
reboot helmed by Paul Feig in an
otry, this moving drama is also a
• A-II — adults and adolescents;
celebration of romantic love, rangeffort to return to the roots of the
• A-III — adults;
ing from the protagonist’s shy
franchise (with the help of some cru• L — limited adult audience;
affection for a classmate to two
cial high-profile cameos) and the
• O — morally offensive.
results are generally jaunty. Some of
examples of enduring marriage.
the jokes are coarse and an off-screen
The film’s artistic merit and ethical
encounter, its moral status muddled
surefootedness will probably out-

by the weird circumstances under which it’s initiated, is
treated as fodder for fun. Frivolous occult elements,
implied premarital sexual activity, occasional sexual
humor, about a half-dozen instances each of mild oaths
and crude expressions. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.
“King Richard” (Warner Bros.) A vivid performance
from Will Smith as the father of future tennis greats Venus
and Serena Williams energizes this intriguing fact-based
sports drama. By turns determined and, as the nickname
of the title suggests, domineering, with the help of his dedicated wife, he overcomes long odds to fulfill his dream of
making his daughters world-renowned champions. Yet the
obstacles barring his way include not only the meagerness
of his economic resources, the dangers of life in the gangridden Los Angeles neighborhood his family inhabits and
the racism, both institutional and personal, he frequently
encounters the downsides of his own personality, negative
traits that bring him into conflict with a duo of highly
regarded coaches. Though overlong, director Reinaldo
Marcus Green’s film highlights the value of persistence,
humility, self-discipline and good parenting. Some vulgar
dialogue aside, moreover, there’s not much to prevent the
sharing of those life lessons with older adolescents. Brief
gun and physical violence, at least one instance each of
profanity, milder swearing and rough language, a few
crude and several crass expressions. CNS: A-III; MPAA:
PG-13.
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Perfect Thanksgiving set-up
(Continued from page 5)

“get the work done.” I am thankful for our Board’s gentle
coaching to stay centered on our Vincentian principles. I
remember one experience that I was fortunate to have
that made this idea of making our plans “Vincentian”
really click for me.
It was actually last Thanksgiving. It was a strange
year, as you probably all remember. Our family was foregoing our usual trip to Pennsylvania to celebrate the holiday with the Zengels, typically a large crowd of roughly
20 people. It was a huge bummer for our family. Since we
were not traveling, I happened to be in the office at 6 p.m.
that Wednesday before Thanksgiving and received an email from a person seeking assistance.
E-mail requests for assistance are rare. And, they do
not typically land in my inbox. This individual was making a last ditch effort to prepare a traditional
Thanksgiving meal for herself and her partner and want-

ed to know if we could help. She had reached out to several organizations and no one was able to help at that last
minute. Like many during that time, this couple was isolated, as he was a high risk individual who if exposed to
COVID-19 would have struggled to recover. She provided
her phone number in the e-mail.
I reached out to Notre Dame Sister Judith Niewahner
who manages our pantry and found out that we had one
Thanksgiving meal left. I called the woman to let her
know and shared that if she could get here before seven,
she could have the meal. She was so excited, but then that
excitement quickly dissipated. Someone had borrowed
their car and she wasn’t sure if it would be returned in
time for her to get to us. As she described where she lived,
I realized that she lived near me — almost within walking
distance —which is remarkable given that I live in a fairly
rural part of Campbell County. I offered to bring the meal
to her on my way home. I dropped the food off, she
thanked me, relieved that she and her partner could celebrate at least in some way in that very gloomy year.

I experienced a Vincentian moment — person-to-person service, delivering joy and hope to my literal neighbor in need. All kinds of things came together to allow
me to have that experience. The one Thanksgiving meal
left, being in the office when I normally would not and the
address of my neighbor. It was a welcome gift on that
very different Thanksgiving. I am convinced that God
knew my neighbor and me needed that moment. It was
the perfect set-up to renew my own spirit and to give
thanks for the gifts in my own life. It was clear that God
loved us both and he would take care of us.
It is our hope that the future direction of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul will provide these same opportunities
for those who wish to join us. Feeling and seeing the love
of God here in our community is a gift we’d love to share
with as many people as possible.
Karen Zengel is executive director, Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Northern Kentucky.

New Order of Christian Initiation of Adults Priority of the Kingdom
(Continued from page 9)

The U.S. experience differs significantly. While some enter the Church needing all three
sacraments of initiation — baptism, confirmation and Communion — some have already
been baptized, either as Catholics or in another Christian faith, and Catholicism recognizes
the baptism of nearly all other Christian denominations.
Still others may have been baptized and received the Eucharist, but never received the
sacrament of confirmation.
In the English text, the Latin word for “candidate” is now split various ways depending
on where the candidate is in the initiation process. “Terms such as ‘inquirer,’ ‘catechumen’
and ‘elect’ are now used,” Archbishop Blair said.
The Easter Vigil rites have also been adjusted, he noted, “with a particular emphasis on
the validity of baptism received in other Christian communities,” he said. Another adaptation, Archbishop Blair said,
takes into account “four distinct groups” entering the
Church:
“catechumens,
unbaptized infants, baptized
Christians and baptized
Catholics in need of confirmation.”
“The RCIA book that
we’ve been using in the
United States in the 1980s
both reorders and supplements the Latin version
extensively,”
Archbishop
Blair told the bishops Nov. 16.
The revised version would
preserve the reordering and
supplementary material in
the earlier book.
The rites now contain
texts for the baptism of
infants at the Easter Vigil.
“Although rare, it does happen, and is certainly permitted,” Archbishop Blair said.
Any amendments made to
either the Spanish text,
approved in 1991, or the
English version may need to
be cross-checked to assure
that each language’s text is
saying the same thing, he
said.
In years past, Catholic
grade schoolers would be
stumped by a what-if question: What if a kid walking to
church on his way to being
baptized is hit by a car and
killed? Does he go to heaven
because of the intent to be
baptized, or does he go to
limbo because he still has
Original Sin?
The text to the OCIA now
provides a clue on page 11: “If
they die during their catechumenate, they receive a
Christian funeral.”

(Continued from page 5)

upright” and has known “the friendship of the Lord” in his divine mercy. Given that we
have been given this powerful grace to prepare for meeting the Lord in his mercy, so that
we might be made ready for his coming in glory, why do so few take advantage of it?
This, I think, is the danger of not recognizing the grip that bourgeois Christianity
has on us — that we never learn “how to walk amid passing things” and we fail “to love
the things of heaven” and “hold fast to what endures.” It is in learning these things that
our resolve to run forth to meet Christ grows each day. In this we overcome our fear of
losing out; our fear of losing our “stuff ”; even our fear of losing our earthly life. As these
fears begin to fade away, we begin to grow into that perfection of divine love that Christ
grants us by his mercy, in his truth, and through our holy communion with him. That is
how we learn to live according to the priority of the kingdom, standing erect and gazing
at the Lord, our redeemer, even amidst the daily grind.
Father Phillip W. De Vous is the pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Parish in
Flemingsburg and St. Rose of Lima Parish in May’s Lick, Ky.
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Bishops urged to implement framework for marriage and family ministry
To help implement the framework, the Catholic
Marriage Initiatives Fund, seeded with $1 million, has been
BALTIMORE — The chairman of the U.S. bishops’
established, the archbishop said. Funds will be distributed
Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth called
on a competitive basis in amounts ranging from $10,000 to
on his fellow bishops Nov. 17 to work “in every way possible”
$50,000, provided a diocese or eparchy can match the
to implement the national pastoral framework for marriage
amount being awarded.
and family ministry that they approved in June.
Applications for the first round of awards are due Dec.
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco
10. Applications are online at CatholicMarriageFund.org.
said that addressing marriage and family life is vital in a
The archbishop reviewed the contents of the framework,
time when families are under rising threats from “sweeping
which was overwhelmingly approved by the bishops in
ideological currents that destroy and undermine our sexual
June, saying the committee and USCCB staff have develidentity as man and woman and God-given vocations as
oped an implementation and distribution plan to assure it
father and mother, son or daughter.”
reaches dioceses, eparchies, national organizations and
Bolstering marriage and family ministry is an appropriinterested constituents.
ate undertaking to start during the “Amoris Laetitia Family
The framework emerged in response to Pope Francis’
Year,” declared by Pope Francis, the archbishop said in
apostolic exhortation “Amoris Laetitia” (“The Joy of
remarks on the second day of public sessions during the
Love”). The pope issued the exhortation in April 2016 followU.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ fall general assembly
ing meetings of the Synod of Bishops on the family in 2014
Nov. 15-18 in Baltimore.
and 2015.
Titled “Called to the Joy of Love: A Pastoral Framework
It grew from the bishops’ belief that Catholic families
for Marriage and Family Life Ministry,” the document can
and married couples need more support from the church at
serve as a practical guidebook to serve couples and families
large.
because it offers an adaptable set of principles and strateIt is meant to offer parishes resources and ideas for mingies for pastoral care, Archbishop Cordileone explained.
istry through a pastoral plan for marriage and family life. It
emphasizes
the
importance of family members being
Protecting God’s Children for Adults
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Cordileone said the
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print. On the day of the session
Church is “aware
the well-being of
Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

society and her own good are intimately tied to the good
family,” giving the Church a more “urgent and compelling
... mission of proclaiming to all people the plan of God for
marriage and the family, ensuring their full vitality and
human and Christian development, and thus contributing
to the renewal of society and of the people of God.”
“We can and must repeat these words of ‘Familiaris
Consortio’ with even more conviction and courage now
than 40 years ago,” Archbishop Cordileone told the bishops.
The committee chairman identified the framework’s
four “pillars” for ministry: prayer and relationship with
Christ, formation, accompaniment and advocacy.
Under each pillar, various situations are addressed and
offer three steps, which Archbishop Cordileone called the
“three Es” — educate, encourage and engage. All are meant
to provide practical steps in ministry to aid people in various life situations, he explained.
The framework is currently available in English on the
USCCB website at https://bit.ly/3nmPHrM. It will be distributed in print in English and Spanish in the future, he
added.
The committee, the archbishop said, has proposed that
the framework be implemented over one or two five-year
cycles.
The first step would have each diocese and eparchy complete a pre-inventory evaluation tool to assess marriage and
family life ministries. The inventory would be shared with
the diocesan bishop or eparch as they seek to identify the
effectiveness of such ministries.
Archbishop Cordileone said such an evaluation also
would “inspire a greater recognition of the fundamental
importance of a specific ministry to marriages and families
in every stage of life.”
A second resource the archbishop identified is a parish
resource tool kit, which would help parishes promote the
importance of placing families “front and center” in parish
life.
The tool kit offers ways to develop a pastoral plan for
ministry, encourage the training of marriage ministers and
family life ministers, and to inspire families to take an
active role in the missionary work of the Church by extending outreach to families outside of the parish.
Implementation also calls for a designated website that
would include new resources and plans, the archbishop
said.
Plans also call for education and formation to help ministry participants to effectively work with the framework in
their specific setting, he added.
Such efforts would include diocesan consultation sessions, regional convocations and a series of orientation and
discussion sessions encompassing webinars and online
workshops for clergy, seminarians, parish staff, organizational leaders and pastoral ministers.

Messenger

November 26, 2021 23

NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

Pope gives Italian bishops beatitudes
to be good shepherds
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis invited Italy’s bishops to
live the “beatitudes of a bishop,” an adaptation of the traditional Eight Beatitudes to provide guiding principles for being
a “good shepherd” of a diocese. Blessed is the bishop who
walks a path of poverty and sharing, of accompanying those
who suffer, of humility that finds joy in hard effort, of justice,
of mercy, of peace and tenderness, according to the new set of
beatitudes, written in Italian. The invitation came during a
two-hour closed-door meeting Nov. 22 with Italian bishops, who
were meeting in Rome Nov. 22-25 for an extraordinary general
assembly on “The synodal journey of the church in Italy.” The
pope traveled by car to the Rome hotel where the bishops were
meeting and opened the assembly for what was a “strictly private encounter,” according to a written statement by the
Vatican press office Nov. 22. However, the press office shared a
copy of the card that the pope distributed to all the bishops at
the assembly as part of “launching a conversation with the
bishops.” The card had a color image of “The Good Shepherd”
painting by the German Renaissance artist Lucas Cranach der
Ältere and, on the reverse, listed “The Beatitudes of the
Bishop.”

Pope sends condolences to victims of
Waukesha parade attack
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis expressed his condolences
to the victims of a tragic attack at a Christmas parade in
Waukesha, Wisconsin, that claimed the lives of five people and
left dozens injured. In a message sent by Cardinal Pietro
Parolin, Vatican secretary of state, to Archbishop Jerome E.
Listecki of Milwaukee, the pope assured “his spiritual closeness to all affected by the tragic incident that recently took
place in Waukesha.” The pope “commends the souls of those
who died to Almighty God’s loving mercy and implores the
divine gifts of healing and consolation upon the injured and
bereaved. He joins you in asking the Lord to bestow upon
everyone the spiritual strength which triumphs over violence
and overcomes evil with good,” said the message released Nov.
23 by the Vatican. Authorities said Nov. 22 that five people died
when a red SUV broke through a barricade about 4:39 p.m.
local time and drove down the street on which the parade was
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taking place. A video posted on the website of the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel showed an SUV speeding down the street
between parade participants and spectators either sitting or
standing on the curb. At least 48 people, including 18 children,
were injured in the attack, authorities said. Among the injured
are a Catholic priest, church parishioners and Catholic school
students.

Pastor injured in robbery forgives attackers, urges them to turn from crime
BALTIMORE — Three days after he was pistol-whipped and
robbed, the pastor of St. Leo the Great Parish in Baltimore’s
Little Italy said he has been overwhelmed by support from his
parish and the wider community as he heals from his injuries
and takes time to come to terms with what happened. “My message for (the man and woman who did this) is that they should
consider a change of life and look at things differently and
realize that doing violence and crime just makes a bad situation worse,” said Pallottine Father Bernard Carman. The pastor emphasized the importance of forgiveness. “Our calling is
to be better — to be different and follow the Lord and what he
did,” Father Carman told the Catholic Review, Baltimore’s
archdiocesan news outlet. Father Carman, who had been
recovering from Nov. 9 vascular surgery, arrived at St. Leo
around 4 p.m. Nov. 12. After getting out of his car, he was
approached by a man and a woman. The man demanded the
priest’s wallet before hitting him on his head with the gun. The
attacker stole the wallet while his accomplice took Father
Carman’s cellphone. During the assault, Father Carman fell
and hit his head on a wall. “I was surprised they didn’t shoot
because that would have been possible,” said Father Carman,
noting that he had about $100 in his wallet. Father Carman
said bystanders aided him, along with police. He received medical attention in an ambulance and did not need to be hospitalized. He made a police report, but did not get a good look at the
suspects, he said.

Catholic leaders applaud decision to
commute Julius Jones’ death sentence
WASHINGTON — Catholic opponents of the death penalty,
including Oklahoma City’s archbishop, praised the Nov. 18
announcement that the Oklahoma governor granted death-row
inmate Julius Jones clemency — just hours before he was
scheduled to be executed. “It took tremendous courage in the
face of intense pressure for Gov. (Kevin) Stitt to grant clemency in this case,” said Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma
City. “I applaud his commitment to seeking justice while providing the condemned an opportunity for redemption,” the
archbishop said in a Nov. 18 statement. Stitt reduced Jones’
sentence to life in prison without parole, partially following a
recommendation from the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
but veering from that recommendation, reached in a 3-1 vote
Nov. 1, to reduce Jones’ sentence to life in prison with the possibility of parole. Jones was convicted of first-degree murder

and sentenced to die for the 1999 shooting death of a 45-year-old
man, Paul Howell, during a carjacking. Jones was 19 at the
time. His case gained some high-profile attention after it was
featured in a 2018 ABC documentary “The Last Defense.”
Jones’ attorney, Amanda Bass, said the Oklahoma governor
“took an important step today toward restoring public faith in
the criminal justice system by ensuring that Oklahoma does
not execute an innocent man.”

To fight child labor, eliminate poverty, give adults fair wages, pope says
VATICAN CITY — Extreme poverty, the lack of employment
that can support a family and desperation are the major drivers of exploitative child labor, Pope Francis said. “If we want
to stamp out the scourge of child labor, we must work together
to eradicate poverty (and) to correct the distortions in the current economic system, which concentrates wealth in the hands
of a few,” he said. “We must encourage nations and the stakeholders of the world of business to create opportunities for
decent employment with fair wages that let families meet their
needs without their children being forced to work,” he said
Nov. 19 during a meeting with people taking part in an international conference on “Eradicating Child Labor, Building a
Better Future.” “We must combine our efforts to promote quality education that is free for everyone in every country, as well
as a health care system that is equally accessible to everyone,”
he added. The Vatican COVID-19 Commission of the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development supported the
conference, which was organized in collaboration with the
Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the U.N.’s Food and
Agriculture Organization.

Mass arrests in Ethiopia scare
Tigrayans in neighboring countries
NAIROBI, Kenya — Amid reports of mass arrests of
Tigrayans in Ethiopia, a church source said fear has gripped
those residing in the neighboring countries who fear they
could be the next targets. The U.N. reported Nov. 16 that at least
1,000 people were believed to have been detained by police in
the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, in the previous seven days.
More Tigrayans have been reported arrested in Gondar and
Bahir Dar on suspicion that they were affiliated with or supporting the Tigray People’s Liberation Front. “We have
received information that those arrested are being kept in
camps where the conditions are extremely bad. We have also
heard that every night some disappear and are not seen again,”
said an Ethiopian church source who could not be named for
fear of his safety. At the same time, the source said Ethiopian
authorities had made public their intention to crack down on
Tigrayans in neighboring countries, “for providing wrong
information about the conflict. They said reports going out are
using the help of Tigrayans” in other countries, the source
said. “I think I can’t and I won’t go back to Ethiopia unless
things change. I have been told it’s too unsafe for me.”
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St. Joseph reminds Church to pay attention to the essential, pope says
and guidance.”
The
name
VATICAN CITY — During this time
Joseph, which
marked by global crisis, St. Joseph can
comes from the
offer people support, consolation and
Hebrew verb,
guidance, Pope Francis said.
“to increase,”
St. Joseph is a man full of faith in
signifies “may
God and his providence, the pope said
God increase,
Nov. 17 at his weekly general audience
may God give
in the Vatican’s Paul VI hall.
growth,”
he
The saint also “reminds the Church
said.
to keep her eyes on what the world
His
name
deliberately ignores” and to consider
reveals
an
as important what others discard, he
essential aspect
said.
of St. Joseph’s
“He is truly a master of the essencharacter: “He
tial: He reminds us that what truly
is a man full of
matters does not attract our attention,
faith in God, in
but requires patient discernment to be
his providence,”
CNS photo/Remo Casilli, Reuters
discovered and appreciated,” he Pope Francis greets people during his weekly general audience
and everything
added.
he does indiin the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Nov. 17, 2021.
The day’s audience talk was the
cates his cerfirst of a new series of talks dedicated to the foster father of
tainty that God helps things grow, that God increases and
Jesus and husband of Mary.
adds, Pope Francis said.
Pope Francis had proclaimed a “Year of St. Joseph” from
Another important aspect is St. Joseph’s connection with
Dec. 8, 2020, to Dec. 8, 2021, to mark the 150th anniversary of
Bethlehem, where Jesus is born, and Nazareth, where he setthe declaration of St. Joseph as patron of the universal
tles and supports his family as a carpenter.
Church. The saint is held up as an example of sacrificial
Even though Jerusalem was the city loved by the Lord,
fatherhood and purity and as an intercessor in healing and
“the Son of God did not choose Jerusalem as the place of his
fighting the world’s evils.
incarnation, but Bethlehem and Nazareth, two outlying vilIn his audience talk, the pope explained that he wanted to
lages, far from the clamor of the news and the powers of the
dedicate a series of talks to St. Joseph in addition to his
time,” the pope said.
reflections on the saint contained in his 2020 apostolic letter,
“This is why the choice of Bethlehem and Nazareth tells
“Patris Corde” (“With a father’s heart”), in the hope of helpus that the periphery and marginality are preferred by God,”
ing people “be enlightened by his example and by his withe said, and “to fail to take this fact seriously is equivalent to
ness.”
not taking seriously the Gospel and the work of God, who
“Never like before, today, in this time marked by a global
continues to manifest himself in the geographical and exiscrisis,” the pope said, “can he offer us support, consolation
tential peripheries.”
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Even though the “doctors of the law” scolded Jesus for
this, Jesus goes out in search of sinners, going into their
homes, speaking and eating with them, calling them to conversion, the pope said.
But Jesus also goes in search of “those who have done no
evil, but have suffered it: the sick, the hungry, the poor, the
least,” he added.
There is a center and a periphery — in society and in the
human heart and soul, Pope Francis said. People should
draw confidence from knowing that Jesus “knows the peripheries of our heart, of our soul,” of one’s community or family and knows those “places that are a bit dark, that we don’t
let people see, perhaps out of shame.”
Jesus always acts quietly, out of the limelight in these far
corners, “and the Church knows that she is called to proclaim the good news from the periphery,” he said.
St. Joseph, “who is a carpenter from Nazareth and who
trusts in God’s plan for his young fiancée and for himself,”
reminds the Church “not to look so much at the things the
world praises,” but to keep her eyes on those peripheries and
dark corners, he said.
“Let us ask him to intercede so that the whole Church
may recover this insight, this ability to discern and this ability to evaluate what is essential. Let us start again from
Bethlehem, let us start again from Nazareth,” he said.
The pope also offered a special prayer and message to “all
the men and women who live in the most forgotten geographical peripheries of the world or who experience situations of
existential marginalization.”
“May you find in St. Joseph the witness and protector to
look to,” he said, offering the following prayer:
“St. Joseph, you who have always trusted God and have
made your choices guided by his providence, teach us not to
count so much on our own plans but on his plan of love. You
who come from the peripheries, help us to convert our gaze
and to prefer what the world discards and marginalizes.
Comfort those who feel alone and support those who work
silently to defend life and human dignity. Amen.”

