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St. Mary Park Christmas tree
Curia staff were as busy as elves, Dec. 6, decorating the second annual St. Mary Park Christmas tree. Like last year, students from all
the Catholic schools in the diocese created ornaments for the tree. Each school decorated a large ornament to represent their school
community. The tree blessing by Bishop John Iffert was scheduled for Dec. 7.
(above right) Don Knochelmann, director, and (above left) Brian Harvey, associate director, Buildings and Properties Office, climbed
ladders to reach the upper branches of the over 20-foot Christmas tree.
(bottom right) Tricia Braun, secretary, Buildings and Properties Office, chooses an ornament to place on the tree.

Preparations begin for Life’s a Ball — a ‘fun raiser’
honoring three local pregnancy care centers
Tom Ziegler
Staff writer

The fifth annual Life’s a Ball celebration will be held Friday,
February 12. This event celebrates the many faces of pro-life, honoring the people who have made an impact within the community in
preserving the sanctity of life. This biennial event honors individuals
who make a significant pro-life
impact on the local community
You’re invited —
with an award of recognition.
Life’s a Ball Event
Life’s a Ball has been a great
success in celebrating and proFeb. 12, 2022
moting the pro-life movement in
Airport Marriott, Hebron
the Diocese of Covington’s comCost $70 per person
munity. This year Life’s a Ball will
Contact Faye Roch, director,
be honoring three local pregnanPro-Life Office
cy centers in the area — Rose
(859) 392-1500
Garden Home Mission, Care Net
froch@covdio.org
(Continued on page 14)

Third
Sunday
of
Advent
Dec. 12

Saturday, February, 12, 2022. Airport Marriott, Hebron
Third Sunday of Advent
“Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O’ Lord,

and, casting light on the darkness of our hearts,
visit us with the grace of your Son.”
—Roman Missal third Monday of Advent
For the weeks of Advent, the diocesan Worship office offers a
Vespers worship aid during the Sundays of Advent Please
contact Shannon Barnes at (859) 392-1500 .
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2021 Curia Service Awards
The Diocese of Covington Curia held its annual service award luncheon, Dec. 3, with Bishop John Iffert recognizing employees who achieved a five-year milestone years of service to the
Diocese of Covington. Employees earned awards for five, 10, 15, 20, and 25 years of service at the event.
“I just want to add to the thanks and the gratitude for all of you and especially for those of you who are celebrating significant anniversaries of employment with us,” said Bishop Iffert.
“Thank you so much. It’s a joy to be able to be here and to share lunch with you today.”
At the event Bishop Iffert distributed service awards to those being recognized. To the Curia staff, Bishop Iffert closed by saying, “While I’m a pastoral leader to everyone — a bishop to
everyone — in the diocese, very much you and the priests and the deacons are my most immediate flock and through you, then, we have to pastor and care for the Church here in
Covington. So, thank you for being such an important part of that.”

New columnist encourages readers to stretch mind
to uncover Scripture’s varied messages
Laura Keener
Editor

This week the Messenger welcomes a new columnist —
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy. At the start of the
pandemic, Sister Fidelis
retired from her position
as theology professor from
Thomas More University.
With months of her early
retirement spent in isolation brought on by the pandemic, Sister Fidelis
began to think
seriously about
writing.
She has had
a long career as
an educator —
teaching science and math
at high schools
Sister Fidelis Tracy, C.D.P.
and as a campus minister. She also has experience in parish
ministry. She has a degree in education (science and math concentration) from Thomas
More University when it was Villa Madonna
College, and two post-graduate degrees from
Duquesne University (MA in Formative
Spirituality) and from Catholic Theological
Union (MA in Theology concentrating in
Scripture). She likes to write and especially to
explore new ways to look at old themes.

With her monthly column, “Musings,” Sister Fidelis
will look at Scripture writings and invite readers to think
and pray about how Scripture is inspiring their spiritual
life.
“I hope to do some things that would be inspiring and
that would urge people to think about things in new and
different ways,” said Sister Fidelis.
Sister Fidelis said that the inspiration for her column
comes from her own reading of Scripture and questioning
its meaning and then questioning its meaning again.
Sister Fidelis said that she likes to listen and that she
enjoys the practice of listening to Scripture and reflecting

on its meaning by using the Pray-As-You-Go website by
Jesuit Media Initiatives. The website is based on Ignatian
spirituality and produces 10 to 13 minute daily prayer sessions combining music, Scripture and reflection questions.
“Questioning the meanings that have always been presented and wondering if there isn’t other ways to think
about it,” said Sister Fidelis. “Just kind of a curiosity
about whether there’s different kinds of inspiration that
you might get if you took a different approach.”
Sister Fidelis’ first column “Aching for understanding”
can be found on page 5.

Penance Services
Campbell County Deanery
St. Joseph Cold Spring Parish
Monday, Dec. 13 , 7 p.m.
Southeast Deanery
St. Patrick Parish, Maysville
Tuesday, Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m.

Foresters support seminarians
Members from the Catholic Order of Foresters presented Bishop John Iffert with a check for the Seminary Education Fund, Dec. 3.
Pictured (from left) are: Sharon Geiger, secretary Kentucky Jurisdiction; Rob Hans, chief ranger, Kentucky Jurisdiction; Mark
Connaughton, Kentucky High Court Trustee; Father Conor Kunath, vocations promoter; Bishop Iffert; Caroline Kaelin, St. Catherine
Forester Court; and Tom Kaelin, general agent.
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Synod coordinators are excited to hear from
those in the pews and away from the pews
Laura Keener
Editor

David Cooley, co-director, Office of Catechesis and
Evangelization, and Jamie Schroeder, chancellor, welcomed
synod coordinators from across the Diocese of Covington to
training sessions, Nov. 2 and 4. These coordinators will help
lead the local global synod process — promoting the synod
and organizing listening sessions — at parishes, schools,
religious communities and Catholic organizations.
Pope Francis called for the synod entitled “For a Synodal
Church: communion, participation, mission,” as a way for
all of God’s people — including those on the margins — to
share their voice on how best the Church can, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, journey together on the path to
Christ.
The Synod is divided into three phases — the local phase,

Howard Memorial Auditorium. Pastors were tasked to send
two parish members to one of the training sessions. Many
principals attended themselves, while a few sent a representative.
During the training session, synod coordinators were
introduced to the goal and structure of the synod and were
given practical advice on how to host a listening session.
Each training session ended with the coordinators participating in a listening session, which was not only good practice but also the beginnings of gathering information for
the Synod.
“It’s a great opportunity,” said David Schroeder, Synod
coordinator for Sts. Boniface and James Parish, Ludlow. “I
think the Pope really wants to listen to people and I think he
wants to hear people’s ideas and is looking for what does the
Church need to do to be relevant in the modern world? How

fect for us,” he said.
Joan Wright, Synod coordinator, St. John Parish,
Carrollton, agreed. “What I’ve heard from Bishop Iffert, I
get the sense that he’s open — you can just feel the love coming from him — and I think the Synod is like that. You’re
going to feel the love coming out of it; you’re going to feel
the community of the Catholic Church,” she said.
Mrs. Wright also believes that the Synod will be of great
benefit to those who participate. “It’s going to bring us more
in communion with our brothers outside of the daily Mass
goers,” she said.
Diane Elerick, Synod coordinator, Thomas More
University, Crestview Hills, sees the Synod as an opportunity to hear from Catholics who have left the Church in the
hope of clearing up any misunderstandings.
“They might have left for the wrong reasons — misinformation or misunderstandings,” said Ms. Elerick. “I’m hoping that the Synod can bring some information to help make
the necessary changes to get people back to the Catholic
faith.”
Mrs. Elerick said that personal invitation is going to be

Keener photos

(above left) David Cooley, co-director, Office of Catechesis and Evangelization and coordinator of the Diocese of Covington’s Synod process, holds up a card with a QR code that is linked to an online survey. Parish
Synod coordinators are asked to have the cards available for Christmas Masses, an opportune time to reach church goers. (above center) Judy Newberry, Synod coordinator for St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
Ft. Thomas and (above right) Jill Lonnemann, principal, St. Pius X School, Edgewood and Theresa Guard, principal, Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Burlington, take notes at the Synod training session Dec. 2.
the national phase and continental phase. The local phase
or listening phase — which is currently underway in all dioceses around the world — began in October and will end in
April. Information gathered during the local phase will
advance to the national and continental phases, ultimately
setting the agenda for the Synod of Bishops at the Vatican
in 2023.
The main questions being asked are, “How is this journeying together happening today in your local Church?
What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow
in our journeying together?”
The two-hour training sessions were held at Bishop

do we respond and how do we grow together better not only
as a local Church but also as a Universal Church?”
The “tricky” part of the Synod process, Mr. Schroeder
said, is getting people, especially those who are on the
peripheries, to participate.
“Once we get people together and we start talking, it’s a
really good process. I think people will really enjoy it and
learn a lot from each other,” he said. “The more people we
can get involved, the better the process will be.”
Mr. Schroeder also said that as the Diocese of Covington
is getting to know Bishop John Iffert, the Synod is a perfect
opportunity for him to get to the diocese. “The timing is per-

’Tis the season to update your VIRTUS account
With the season of Advent the Church begins a new
liturgical year. ’Tis the season, also, for volunteers to check
the status of their VIRTUS account.
VIRTUS is the program utilized in the Diocese of
Covington to educate employees and volunteers on how to
create an environment that is safe for children and vulnerable adults.
December is an open month for VIRTUS allowing anyone who has fallen behind on completing the monthly bulletin an opportunity to catch up, have their account reinstated and begin the new liturgical year with a clean slate.
Accounts will remain open until Jan. 4, 2022.
Go to www.virtus.org and click on the “Training
Bulletins” icon. There you will find a listing of all the completed and incomplete bulletins.
If you are unable to access your VIRTUS account, contact the administrator at the primary location where you

volunteer or are employed.
If you are new to the Diocese of Covington — welcome!
To work or minister in the Diocese of Covington every
employee and volunteer must first meet with their principal, administrator, coach or program coordinator to review
the safe environment policies and procedures, complete the
necessary paperwork and receive instructions on opening a
VIRTUS account. Once training and a background check
have been completed new certified volunteers will be ready
for whatever festivities the holidays (and beyond) bring —
just remember to complete the monthly bulletin.
With the same enthusiasm and care that we prepare our
hearts and homes for the celebration of the birth of Christ
and the Christmas season, let us also prepare by staying upto-date on VIRTUS bulletins so that our communities are a
safe place for all God’s children to learn, pray and grow.

an important way to get people to participate, especially
those who are not Catholic or are on the peripheries.
Our Savior Parish, Covington, is a small parish and its
members gather after Mass each Sunday. This closeness,
said Philip Stowers, will help the parish as it begins the
Synod process. Mr. Stowers welcomes the opportunity to
share the experiences of parishioners with the wider
Church.
“ I think the Church leaders need to see where we are,
where we are as a people, where we are out here in everyday
(Continued on page 14)

Bishop’s
Schedule

Dec. 10
Mass, Immaculate Heart of
Mary School, Burlington,
1 p.m.
Dec. 11
Mass, St. Benedict Parish,
Covington, 4:30 p.m.

Dec. 21
Rose Garden Home Mission,
Covington, 2 p.m.
Dec. 22
Curia offices closed in
observance of Christmas

Dec. 16
Holy Hour, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption,
Covington, 3 p.m.

Milestone wedding anniversaries to be honored at the Cathedral Basilica
Most Rev. John C. Iffert will celebrate Vespers Sunday, Feb. 6, 2 p.m., at Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, to honor couples celebrating a significant
wedding anniversary in this year. Married couples who celebrated their first, 25th,
50th, or 60-plus wedding anniversary in 2021 are invited to attend.

Anniversary couples are asked to register by Jan. 11, at covdio.org/wedding-vespers/ or contact Lisa Taylor at (859) 392-1533. Reservations are only required for
anniversary couples — family members and guests are welcome to attend.
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‘The eternal word became small — small enough to fit in a manger’
-Pope Benedict XVI
At Midnight Mass in 2008 Pope Benedict XVI opened his
Christmas homily with a theme taken from Psalm 113. In
verse 6, the psalmist declares — “God dwells on high, yet he
stoops down to us.” The now pope-emeritus noted: “The
Psalm tells us this in the following verse: ‘He raises up the
poor from the dust.’”
In the light of the event of the Nativity of the Lord, Pope
Benedict XVI unpacked
the spiritual depths of
COMMENTARY
the text: “God stoops
down to us.” Since “God’s
looking is active,” the
phrase becomes “a
prophetic word.” The
scene of the night of the
birth of Christ in
Bethlehem unveils a new
meaning of that
“prophetic word”: “God’s
stooping down as a child
to the lowly stable is the
symbol of all humanity’s
neediness and forsakenness.”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler
Pope Benedict XVI
continued: “God truly comes down and becomes a child. He
puts himself in the state of complete dependence typical of a
newborn child. The Creator who holds all things in his
hands, on whom all depend, makes himself small and in need
of human love. God is in the stable. In the Old Testament the
Temple was considered almost as God’s footstool; the sacred
ark was the place in which he was mysteriously present in
the midst of men and women. Above the Temple, hidden,
stood the cloud of God’s glory.”
On the solemnity of Christmas the cloud of God’s glory
“[n]ow stands above the stable.” The Holy Father concluded
that “God is in the cloud of the poverty of a homeless child:
an impenetrable cloud, and yet — a cloud of glory!”
The feast of Christmas witnesses to the mystery of the
Incarnation — “nothing can be more sublime, nothing
greater than the love that stoops down, descends, becomes
dependent.”
In the words of Pope Benedict XVI, “(t)he glory of the true
God becomes visible when the eyes of our hearts are opened
before the stable of Bethlehem.”
“And this shall be a sign for you: you will find an infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” (Luke
2:12) The angelic message to the shepherds in the region of
Bethlehem creates a key revelatory image in St. Luke’s infancy narrative.
The infancy narratives in the Gospels according to
Matthew and according to Luke form a rich tapestry woven
from biblical images and events narrated in the divine revelation in the Old Testament. From this perspective, “The
Church’s Confession of Faith,” a text in adult catechesis published by the German Bishops’ Conference in 1985, classifies
these opening chapters of Matthew and Luke as “edifying
narratives (Haggadah) that tell Old Testament tradition in
the light of the New Testament fulfillment.”
For example, the image of “an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes” very likely alludes to a passage from the Book
of Wisdom: “... wailing, I uttered that first sound common to
all, in swaddling clothes and with constant care I was nurtured. For no king has any different origin or birth, but one
is entry into life for all; and in one same way they leave it.”
(Wis 7:4-6)
These verses depict the oneness of King Solomon with the
human race as well as his mortality.
As part of the Gospel, that memory links the birth of
Jesus with the royal status of King Solomon and affirms his
humanness and mortality. And, perhaps the imagery of
swaddling clothes also resonates with that future scene of
Jesus’ death in Luke 23:53 when the body of Christ will be
“wrapped in a linen cloth” and laid in a tomb hewn from

VOL. 91

MESSENGER

NO. 43

Official newspaper of the Diocese of Covington
1125 Madison Ave. • Covington, Ky. 41011-3115
Telephone: (859) 392-1500 E-mail: messenger@covdio.org

www.covdio.org

rock.
In his “Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives” (2012),
Pope Benedict XVI drew the spiritual sense of “an infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes” (Luke 2:12) according to the
Fathers of the Church. A patristic tradition viewed the infant
“wrapped in swaddling clothes” as an anticipatory sign of
“the hour of his death: he is the sacrificial victim … The
manger was seen as a kind of altar.”
Again, in his theological meditation on the infancy narra-

‘The idea of giving
is therefore
at the heart of the liturgy
and makes us
aware of
the original gift of Christmas:
on that Holy Night,
in taking flesh,
God wanted to make
a gift of himself
to men and women,
he gave himself for us,
he took on our humanity
to give his divinity to us.’
… Pope Benedict XVI, general audience, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013

tives, Pope Benedict XVI mines a correlative insight from
Luke’s description of the birth of Jesus — “an infant … lying
in a manger.” In this regard, he writes: “… lying in the
manger, is he who called himself the true bread come down
from heaven, the true nourishment that we need in order to
be fully ourselves.” This true nourishment is “the food that
gives us true life, eternal life.”
The manger, then, can stand as a symbol of “the table of
God, to which we are invited so as to receive the bread of
God.”
In regard to interpreting the “spiritual sense” of the
Scriptures, Sulpician Father Raymond E. Brown (d. 1998)
noted that the Matthean and Lukan infancy narratives
embody “an anticipation of the Gospel and its proclamation.”
The late Father Brown’s extensive study of the infancy narratives summed up an interpretation characteristic of modern biblical scholarship: “The infancy narratives are properly treated only when we emphasize the content, namely the
Old Testament background and the basic Christological identity of Jesus, including the fact that his coming forces decision, self-judgment and (on the part of some) even hostility.”
In “Starlight” (2006), a fascinating theological exploration
of the mystery of Christmas, theologian John Shea adopts a
spiritual-literary approach to interpret the infancy narratives. In particular, the author focuses on the imagery of
“swaddling clothes” and “lying in a manger.”
Being “wrapped in swaddling clothes” signals that “the
child is beloved.” The reality of Jesus being designated as
(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115.
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date.
Subscriptions, address changes: Contact Circulation Dept. at above address.

God’s “beloved son” will be disclosed at the baptism of Jesus
(Luke 3:22) and at the transfiguration (Luke 9:35).
“Lying in the manger,” the second component of that
angelic announcement to the shepherds, recalls another Old
Testament text in which God had lamented the infidelity of
his chosen people: “An ox knows its owner, and an ass, its
master’s manger; But Israel does not know, my people has not
understood.” (Isa 1:3) In proclaiming the marvels they have
seen, the shepherds will reverse that ancient lamentation.
The shepherds, symbolic of the poor and the marginalized,
become the first hearers of the good news and act upon it.
In addition, the image of the manger may carry another
layer of meaning. Since a manger is a feeding trough for animals, the religious imagination glimpses that the child in the
manger is destined to be food for the world. The depth of
meaning of that image will unfold in the public ministry of
Jesus.
In the first place, the image of the manger prefigures the
Lukan theme of Jesus’ table fellowship — his eating and
drinking with sinners and outcasts. Moreover, it can point
towards the Last Supper, the final meal of Jesus with his intimate disciples.
At the Last Supper Jesus “identified himself with the bread
broken and the wine poured out.” Consequently, John Shea
suggests that “[t]o be sustenance for others one must have to
sacrifice oneself.” The spiritual implication of this insight
entails being “caught up in a universal law of sacrifice.”
Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene LaVerdiere (d. 2008)
described the image of the manger as projecting “a major
theme in Luke’s Gospel, that of food and meals with Jesus,
reaching a climax at the Last Supper, when Jesus reclined
with the apostles and gave himself as nourishment to them.”
The late Father LaVerdiere also discerned an additional
symbolism in the Greek term “katalyma” which is translated
as “inn” — “Because there was no room for them in the inn”
(Luke 2:7). That word appears only one other time in chapter
22 of Luke’s Gospel. Translated there as “the guest room,”
“katalyma” names “the place for the Last Supper, where
Jesus would offer his very person (body) and his very life
(blood), as nourishment for the apostolic community, the
flock of the Church.” (Luke 22:11)
Contemporary biblical studies view the infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke as “the gospels in miniature.”
John Shea’s analysis reflects that broad consensus when he
states that “[t]he stories of the birth of Jesus contain the
seeds of his full blown life.” Besides drawing allusions from
the Hebrew Scriptures, the infancy narratives foreshadow
events in the future public ministry of Jesus.
For Shea, the infancy narratives serve as “maps to inner
reality” through the lens of a literary-spiritual theory, a wellspring of new and rich spiritual insight. Hence, these “stories are finely crafted literary expressions of the spiritual
reality that came to birth in the whole life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
In 2010, after the 2008 Synod of Bishops on the theme, “The
Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church,” Pope
Benedict XVI issued “Verbum Domini” (“The Word of the
Lord”), the post-synodal apostolic exhortation. In a treatise on
“The Christology of the word,” the Holy Father set forth the
thought of the Fathers of the Church on “how God’s new ways
had already been foretold in the Old Testament.” “The word
was ‘abbreviated’” was such a patristic motif. (VD, n. 12)
As an illustration, Pope Benedict XVI referred to his 2006
Christmas homily: “The Son himself is the Word, the Logos:
the eternal word became small — small enough to fit in a
manger. He became a child, so that the word could be grasped
by us.”
The Holy Father inferred a Christological lesson: “Now
the word is not simply audible; not only does it have a voice,
now the word has a face, one which we can see — that of
Jesus of Nazareth.”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism, episcopal
liaison to the Messenger and professor of theology at Thomas
More University.
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Aching for understanding (Mark 8:31-14:9)
“Who am I?” Human life at its core is a never-ending and
exciting quest of self-discovery — a gradual unveiling of
the deepest elements of identity in brief, fleeting glimpses.
Some of what is most essential to our identity lies beyond
our reach and is only
vaguely known, in fragMUSINGS
ments that sometimes
merge into a whole and
sometimes remain like disparate bits and pieces.
Wanting to know who we
are but also somewhat fearful that we discover our
unworthiness, we hesitantly uncover layers of our
deepest identity.
“Who do you say that I
am?” Insights about us
shared by friends can at
times reveal aspects of our
Sister Fidelis Tracy,
identity which are beyond
C.D.P.
our own insights. At other
times, we sense that even our friends are blind to important
aspects of who we are. They may seem more present to the
person they want us to be than the person we really are,
blind to whatever about us does not fit their fixed concepts.
There is an element of loneliness that comes with these partial acceptances of our wholeness — the times when we are
tempted to say, “You don’t really know me.”
Jesus begins the day treading on a dusty path, his heart
in tune with the love of his Father. Yes, he will do his
Father’s will. New insights emerge about that will. Messiah,
a mysterious element of who he is. What will the life of
Messiah involve? Recent insights provide some clarity, a disturbing clarity. A future suffering looms ominously in the
future. This is who he is — a suffering savior.
Mark tells us about Jesus’ quest for understanding as he
reveals his insights to his closest friends.
Friends in sandaled feet come toward him on the path.
Hungering for someone to know, understand, and companion him, he speaks. “Peter, impetuous and loyal, who do you
say I am?”
Images of healings, feedings and words that both console
and challenge. A sudden clarity falls on Peter, “O, you are
the Messiah we await.” Where did that come from? He
knows without knowing how he knows nor when he first
knew. Joy and love fill his heart and radiate from his eyes as

he looks at Jesus. Pride swells within as Jesus affirms his
answer.
“Let me clarify about the identity of the Messiah. Rising
from the dead, yes, but first suffering and death.” “No, no,
do not speak of suffering. I will not accept talk of a suffering Messiah.” Jesus amid companions, lonely still. (Mark
8:29-32)
“Hear, you my closest friends, I will be handed over. I will
suffer and die. All this before the rising.”
What does this mean? Confusion as they go. Jesus is the
Messiah, but what does this talk of death mean? Trudging on
the arid path they debate and argue about which of them will
be the greatest in the glorious future (Mark 9:31-34). Deaf
friends, deny suffering and death. Jesus walks alone with his
knowledge, compassionate companionship again denied.
Choking on the dust stirred up on the path, thirsting still
for understanding, acceptance and companionship Jesus
offers shocking details, a vivid description that may jar
them into hearing. “After the handing over there will be
spitting, mocking, scourging and death. Only then the rising.” Jesus’ dear friends, James and John, reject the topic of
suffering and death and ask for places of honor in the glorious future. (Mark 10:33-34)
Then…
Shoeless, she comes as Moses before the bush, silent
before the glory of God revealed, nameless, humbly
approaching him with an alabaster jar of oil — oil to anoint
the bodies of the dead (14:3-9). In the crowd she alone listens, hears his anguish, accepts his message, responds with
the comfort of her accepting presence.
Voiceless, she brings up the forbidden topic — death —
by crushing the jar and filling the room with the smell of
the funereal ointment. Approaching him wordlessly she
anoints him for burial. No denial of the path he announced,
no looking beyond it to glory nor any attempt to advert his
fate. No rejection of his deepest identity. She merely does
what she can, all she can, pours the ointment with care,
massages the oil into his head with love, with sorrow for his
fate, with compassion she anoints him for burial and
accompanies him.
Heart aching for compassionate companionship, be still.
Your desire fulfilled.
Wherever the Gospel is told, what she has done will be
told in memory of her. I tell of this event, in memory of her.
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a former math
and science professor at Thomas More University, Crestview
Hills, Ky. and is recently retired.

The past is in the present and future
I have often been disconcerted on hearing speakers, or
reading authors, who extoll “living in the present.” They
draw contrast with and downplay attending to the past
(which is over and cannot be changed) or looking to the
future (which is portrayed
as not guaranteed and
beyond our control). To
VIEWPOINT
me, the most fleeting time
is the present — a sort of
interface between past
and future, which is gone
even as we become conscious of it.
It is true that the past
cannot be changed, but it
is also true that it very
much penetrates and
shapes the present and
future. Literature often
reflects its inescapability
Sister Mary Ethel
and/or coming to terms
Parrott, S.N.D.
with the pasts of both
individuals and groups.
Recent events have led groups and individuals in the
United States to reflect on the nation’s racist past, lament
it, and to understand how it permeates our present existence and threatens the future. And we are inspired by
stories of past celebration and resilience.
Advent time is oriented to the ever-new coming of
Jesus the Christ into our lives and world. We recall historical figures, but in the context of the future to which
they pointed. Pope John XXIII called attention to the

future, noting that it is not that the Gospel has changed,
but that we have begun to understand it, and that it was
appropriate to recognize the signs of the times and to
look far ahead.
Israel looked for the coming of a Messiah. Even those
who did not believe in a personal afterlife recognized the
importance of corporate survival and placed great value
on bearing offspring. The commitment to healthy parenthood implies an orientation to the future which affects
any number of plans parents make. On the societal level,
we hear this concern for generations to come in discourse about effects of climate change and escalating
national debt.
Advent 2021 seems especially a time to attend to both
past and future as we enter the early stages of the
Church’s synodal process. The Vademecum issued as
guidance for the process encourages reflecting on and
speaking from our experiences as we pursue pathways to
which God calls us.
The Vademecum emphasizes that the purpose of the
process is not to create new documents but to inspire us
to dream about what the Church is called to be. This
synod, like all others, invites us to “spend time with the
future.”
Amid the deep divisions in society and in the Church,
this synodal Advent is an invitation to listen to one
another and dream how we will walk together into the
future where the reign of God continues to be born anew
in each of us and in our culture.
Notre Dame Sister Mary Ethel Parrott serves on the
National Ministry Corporation for the Sisters of Notre
Dame of the United States.

Ownership in the
Father’s business
The readings for the Third Sunday of Advent —
Cycle C are: Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isiah 61:1 (cited in
Luke 4:18) and Luke 3:10-18.
There was a multimillionaire businessman, known
for his extravagance, who hosted an elaborate, spectacular summer party. Part of his decorations and uniqueness of his party was that he had filled his swimming
pool with sharks, barracuda and other assorted danGO AND GLORIFY
gerous fish.
After cocktails and dinner had been served and
everyone was just standing around looking at the
assortment of dangerous
sea life. The business man
announced to his guests
that he would like to challenge any of them to try
swimming across the
pool. And to sweeten the
challenge he offered a first
prize of either a new
Father Gregory Bach
home in the mountains, a
trip around the world for two or a piece of his business.
No sooner had he made the announcement than there
was a splash and a man swam rapidly across the infested
waters and bounded up out on the other side. The millionaire turned to the sputtering young man, shaking
water off of himself and said: “That was an absolutely
stunning performance. What prize do you want?”
With a growl and a scowl the swimmer said: “Right
now I really don’t care about the prize. All I want is the
name of the jerk who pushed me in.”
I can assure you that the water of our baptism is dangerous, it is filled with sharks, barracudas and other dangerous sea life. I can also pretty much guarantee that
should you take the plunge, accept Christ and be baptized, you probably won’t get a new home in the mountains, or a trip around the world for two. But I can promise that you will get a piece of the business — God’s business. Kingdom business. The business of redemption and
second chances through Christ.
They asked John the Baptist, “What should we do.”
John tells them to change their ways, prepare yourselves
and open your heart to the one who is “mightier than I.”
At our baptism we changed. We became children of
God. Original sin was washed away. We began a journey
in which we were called to live in the light of Christ.
It can be hard to navigate through the waters of baptism but we know that Christ, who came to save us, who
came as a little child, would show us the way. We do not
have to ask, what should we do? We know what our call
is. Our call is to know God, to love God and to serve him
in this world.
As we approach the season of Christmas let us follow
the example of a little child who came into this world to
show us what true love is all about.
Father Gregory Bach is pastor St. Henry Parish,
Elsmere, Ky.
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Mission Statement
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop,
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of
human life from conception to natural death
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy
and education.

St. Joseph, defender of life
We can follow in the footsteps of St. Joseph as protector by advocating against taxpayer-funded
abortion, which targets the lives of millions of poor
children and their mothers here in the United
States.
We can imitate his care and provision by helping to
start Walking with Moms in Need at our parishes,
“walking in the shoes” of mothers experiencing a
difficult pregnancy, especially low-income mothers
in our communities.
May we imitate St. Joseph’s faithful trust and
courage as we work to uphold the dignity of every
human life. St. Joseph, defender of life, pray for us!
— Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman of
the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities
The feast of the Holy Family,
the sanctuary of life
The feast of the Holy Family is celebrated the first
Sunday after Christmas, which falls this year on
December 26. Though He was conceived of a virgin, Jesus nevertheless lived as a son in a human
family — a family that points the way for the rest
of us. The family is the sanctuary of life. There can
be no life without family, and there can be no family without life. The family, above all, is where life is
to be welcomed, no matter how fragile or inconvenient it may be. Popes and bishops identify abortion and euthanasia as pre-eminent issues in part
because they pit family members against one
another. May the Holy Family lead us to a Culture
of Life!
What the Catechism teaches
To be a holy family, look to the Holy Family:
— By his obedience to Mary and Joseph, as well as
by his humble work during the long years in
Nazareth, Jesus gives us the example of holiness in
the daily life of family and work (CCC 564).
— Christ chose to be born and grow up in the
bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary. The
Church is nothing other than “the family of
God.” From the beginning, the core of the Church
was often constituted by those who had become
believers “together with all [their] household” (cf.
Acts 18:8) (CCC 1655).
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The Holy Family: An icon of Catholic life
and pro-life families
Father Conor Kunath
Family shows the deep meaning of
Contributor
St. John Paul II on the domestic church
both fertility and virginity. Mary is
In the eighth century, the
privileged to be perpetually virFor every believer, and especially for Christian families, the
Church was shaken by a controversy
ginal, but also fertile. God uses her
humble dwelling place in Nazareth is an authentic school of
that continues to impact her devotionwomb as the entry point for his
the Gospel. Here we admire, put into practice, the divine
al and liturgical life more than a millenonly begotten Son, Jesus, yet she
plan to make the family an intimate community of life and
nium later. This controversy was about
remains a virgin throughout her
love; here we learn that every Christian family is called to be
the use of images.
entire life.
a small “domestic church” that must shine with the Gospel
The earliest Church had disOn the one hand, we
virtues. Recollection and prayer, mutual understanding and
couraged the veneration of icons
have Mary as the perfect image of
respect, personal discipline and community asceticism and a
because of the Old Testament prohibipurity, the handmaid of the Lord,
spirit of sacrifice, work and solidarity are typical features
tion against them, but their use and
who consecrates her physical virthat make the family of Nazareth a model for every home.
veneration continued to grow. The disginity to God. She is a wonderful
— St. John Paul II, Dec. 30, 2001
pute came to a head in the early part
example of the glory of virginity.
of the eighth century when the
On the other hand, she is
Byzantine emperor, Leo III, made the use of icons illegal. This prohibition
also chosen to be the mother of God. Her virginal womb becomes the
stirred up occasional, but nonetheless severe, persecutions against those
dwelling place of the Most High. She, a virgin, is to bear the most consewho used them. The controversy raged for more than a century, until an
quential pregnancy the world has ever known.
ecumenical council and the Byzantine Empress Theodora brought it to an
Thus Mary is doubly blessed. Not only does she model for us
end in AD 843. As a result, the use of icons and images in the Catholic
immaculate virginity and the glory of offering ourselves to God in that way,
Church has become an essential part of her devotional life worldwide.
but she also exemplifies the treasures of motherhood.
One reason the Church approved the use of images was because
Mary also becomes a feminine image of Adam. God took from
of the incarnation: Since Christ, the second person of the Trinity, assumed
Adam to make Eve without human procreation, and similarly God used
human flesh, then humanity has the ability to depict God. The human flesh
Mary to incarnate Jesus without human procreation. Thus the Holy Family
of Christ gives the Church access to a real image of God himself. So then if
becomes a restored image of the first family recreated through his Son.
God has given us an image of himself, it must be acceptable to portray him.
The same is likewise true for Joseph. He is given a wife and the
There is an immense beauty in this reasoning, because suddenly
role of father, and they are truly his, but his fatherhood is not physical.
Christ’s life becomes even more full of meaning. The human actions that he
Joseph is simultaneously a model for both physical and adoptive fathers.
performs are now charged with theological significance. His attendance at
Even though Joseph is not the physical father of Jesus, he is no less a father
the wedding feast of Cana shows God’s love and design for the institution
on account of it. He perfectly fulfills his vocation as father and husband.
of marriage. At that same feast Christ miraculously transforms water into
Additionally, Joseph is a tremendous example for priests, who
wine; this demonstrates that wine, and all of the wonderful gifts that God
receive the role of father — husband to the Church and guardian of Christ’s
gives us, are meant to be enjoyed. For these reasons, the life of the Christian
body — but do not enjoy physical fatherhood. Priests’ lives are full of the
is not one of sorrow, but one of immense joy, because the Christian sees,
glories of the familial life, without participating in it physically. They are
through faith, that all of creation and its beauty is a sort of love letter from
called to be husbands, fathers and protectors not to their own family, but to
God himself. Creation is meant for our enjoyment and pleasure.
holy Mother Church.
Among the most meaningful displays of this theological logic is
Just as the incarnation opened so many theological horizons for
the Holy Family itself. Think about the situation of the Holy Family. God
the Church, so too does the Holy Family open our minds to the wonders of
chooses Mary to be the mother of his only Son, and she gently accepts the
family life. God greatly blessed the Holy Family in many special ways that
offer, but she is already married to a man named Joseph. On account of her
make them truly unique in the story of salvation but that does not mean
pregnancy, he would like to divorce her, but God has Joseph take her into
that our own families are not likewise blessed. The Holy Family proves to us
his home.
that married and familial life is not a burden that some people choose to
This is a wonderfully significant series of events. God is, without
carry, but rather an immense blessing for those privileged to live it.
doubt, the father of the child Jesus. Naturally, because he is God, he could
God chose a family for His Son to show forth the great blessing
have easily and directly provided for his Son. That is not what he chose to
that is married life, motherhood, fatherhood and virginity. The image is clear
do. Rather, he chose Joseph as the earthly father and protector of Jesus.
for all to see: God gave us all of these wonderful gifts of married life not as a
Choosing Joseph as the earthly father of Jesus shows how crucial the role of burden, but as a great joy.
the father is in the family, and how critical it is for us, as humans, to have a
Catholic pro-lifers should relish in the fullest and greatest way
mother and a father. This choice by God displays the complementarity of
possible the mystery and gift that is family life. As the Church celebrates the
the sexes. Mary and Joseph together manifest that original oneness for
feast of the Holy Family this Dec. 26, let us strive to become living icons of
which God created man and woman, and provide a perfect example of
family life.
what married life can be.
Father Conor Kunath is the promoter for priestly vocations for the
Even more than just the significance of man and wife, the Holy
Diocese of Covington and chaplain to Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills.

The family as a domestic church:
— Parents are the principal and first educators of their children. In this sense the fundamental task of marriage and family is to be at
the service of life (CCC 1653).
— The home is the first school of Christian
life and “a school for human enrichment.” Here
one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, generous — even repeated — forgiveness, and above all divine worship in prayer
and the offering of one’s life (CCC 1657).
— The Christian home is the place where
children receive the first proclamation of the

faith. For this reason the family home is rightly
called “the domestic church,” a community of
grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and
of Christian charity (CCC 1666).
— The Christian family is a communion of
persons, a sign and image of the communion of
the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit. In the
procreation and education of children it reflects
the Father’s work of creation. It is called to partake of the prayer and sacrifice of Christ. Daily
prayer and the reading of the Word of God
strengthen it in charity (CCC 2205).

— The family is the original cell of social
life. It is the natural society in which husband
and wife are called to give themselves in love
and in the gift of life. Authority, stability, and a
life of relationships within the family constitute
the foundations for freedom, security, and fraternity within society. The family is the community
in which, from childhood, one can learn moral
values, begin to honor God, and make good use
of freedom. Family life is an initiation into life in
society (CCC 2207).

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.
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After 70 years of marriage, Brickings reap the blessings of a large family
Tom Ziegler
Staff writer

It all started with a dance back in the late 40s at the
Bellevue Eagles, formerly located on Fairfield Avenue in
Bellevue. The venue hosted a dance on Sunday afternoons.
Al Bricking grew up in Bellevue. Shirley Bricking lived
across the river in Cincinnati; they first met in late
October- early November.

asked if their faith helped strengthen their marriage over
the last 70 years Mr. Bricking said, “I believe so, very much
so.”
Mr. Bricking worked at Cincinnati Gas and Electric
company, which is now Duke Energy, for 40 years. Mrs.
Bricking worked at Dubois Chemical Company until her
first child was born. The Brickings have seven children,
five boys and two girls. For almost 50 years their family
home was at the foot of Washington
Ave., in Bellevue.
“That’s in the flood zone … we had
our basement flood, jeez, I don’t
know how many times,” Mr.
Bricking said. While only a few
floods reached their entire home,
after the second flood came up out of
the basement Mrs. Bricking said, “I
think I’d like to get out of this place.”
In 2005 Mrs. Bricking found the
house she wanted to move into, but
the price was $500 over what Mr.
Bricking wanted to spend. Mr.
Bricking told the seller, “The heck
with it; we don’t want it.”
Mrs. Bricking got so mad at Mr.
Bricking that she said, “For $500!? I’ll
give you $500, you old tight wad,”
which they both laughed about as Mr.
Bricking told the story. When they
moved out of their old house on
Washington Ave., one of their children moved in, so the house is still in
the family.
Mr. Bricking and Mrs. Bricking
have 16 grandchildren, 14 great
grandchildren and one great great
grandchild.
“That sums up 70 years,” Mr.

Bricking said with a smile. One of their great granddaughters comes over daily to check on the two and spend time
with them.
Up until last year, Mr. Bricking and Mrs. Bricking used
to host the whole family at their house for Thanksgiving,
thanks to their fully finished basement.
When asked if they had a favorite memory from their
marriage Mr. Bricking said, “we’ve had so many I couldn’t
recall one particular one.”
Their oldest son started in the marina business at age
20 in Dayton, which Mrs. Bricking and Mr. Bricking were
heavily involved with. Mrs. Bricking helped in the kitchen
and Mr. Bricking did the bookkeeping; in fact, Mrs.
Bricking helped her son until she was 90 years old. Mrs.
Bricking’s years helping out in the kitchen must have paid
off, because now their children deliver them dinner seven
days a week; when their children cannot make it, a grandchild fills in.
“We are very fortunate … that all of our children live in
about a 10-mile radius. And by the grace of God, they are
taking great care of us,” Mr. Bricking said.
“Nowadays we just sit,” Mr. Bricking said with a chuckle.
“You know when we were both young … maybe 60, we
used to envy people who just sit there on the porch in a
swing or a rocking chair, and just sit there with nothing to
do but that all day. Now that’s what we got to do and that’s
all we got to do,” Mr. Bricking said, inferring that at 90 he
is now envying people who are in their 60s working every
day.
Despite not being able to do as much as they used to, the
couple still enjoys each other’s company. Over their 70
years of marriage the couple admitted there were some
ups and downs, but they have “weathered the storm” as
Mr. Bricking put it. The Brickings enjoyed talking about
their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. To
sum up their marriage and family Mr. Bricking said, “We
are blessed.”

Milestone wedding anniversaries to be honored at the Cathedral Basilica
Most Rev. John C. Iffert will celebrate Vespers Sunday, Feb. 6, 2 p.m., at Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, to honor couples celebrating a significant wedding anniversary in this
year. Married couples who celebrated their first, 25th, 50th, or 60-plus wedding anniversary in
2021 are invited to attend.
Anniversary couples are asked to register by Jan. 11, at covdio.org/wedding-vespers/ or contact
Lisa Taylor at (859) 392-1533. Reservations are only required for anniversary couples — family
members and guests are welcome to attend.
Al and Shirley Bricking celebrated 70 years of marriage
in 2021.
“She used to come to the dances with girlfriends, and I
used to come with the fellas,” Mr. Bricking said.
After their first dance the two did not see each other for
several months. When their two groups crossed paths
again, the couple began dating.
“We dated from February to May, her birthday is in May,
and I gave her a ring in May,” Mr. Bricking said.
Mr. Bricking called it a “short courtship,” from the time
they began dating to when he proposed, but they both must
have known they were meant to be together because the
wedding was that November. Both were age 23 when they
married at St. Augustine Church in Cincinnati, which is
where Mrs. Bricking attended school. The two were the
last of their friends to get married. On their wedding day
it snowed and was below freezing, even though it was 60
degrees the day before, and Mr. Bricking’s car froze over.
“We’re talking 70 years ago, the anti-freeze you used
back then probably isn’t as good as the stuff you use
today,” Mr. Bricking said.
“We were surprised to wake-up and see all that snow
and ice,” Mrs. Bricking said.
Luckily, they were able to borrow a car from Mrs.
Bricking’s brother for the wedding and honeymoon. They
spent their honeymoon in “Louisville of all places, I don’t
know how we came up with that,” Mr. Bricking said as
Mrs. Bricking chuckled.
The couple joined Sacred Heart Parish where Mr.
Bricking was an altar boy while attending school. When it
became their church, he volunteered with St. Vincent De
Paul and Mrs. Bricking served on the school board. When
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Pope Francis makes a three-day visit to Cyprus and Greece
Catholic News Service

The Catholic Church is a mosaic of different rites and
cultures and must show the world the beauty of welcoming all people as brothers and sisters, Pope Francis told the
Catholics of Cyprus. Beginning his Dec. 2-4 visit to the
island with a meeting with bishops, priests and religious
rather than with government officials, the pope highlighted the religious value of welcoming and diversity in a
nation struggling with migration. Located on the eastern
edge of the Mediterranean and just south of Turkey,
Cyprus has a large Orthodox majority, but also centuriesold communities of Maronite and Latin-rite Catholics. On
the flight from Rome to Larnaca, a city on the sea about 30

south. The other wound — migration — was the center of
the pope’s attention even before he left his residence Dec. 2.
He met with 12 refugees from Syria, Congo, Somalia and
Afghanistan now living in Italy. Here in briefs is Pope
Francis’ trip.

Meeting Cypriot leaders, pope urges
dialogue for peace, care for migrants

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Sympathizing with the Cypriot
government and citizens feeling overwhelmed by an influx
of migrants and refugees, Pope Francis urged them to
remember their history as a crossroads and meeting place
of people of different cultures and traditions. After a private meeting with
Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades
Dec. 2, the pope told government officials and civic leaders that he saw his
trip as a visit to “an island that, down
through the centuries, has not isolated
peoples but brought them together; to a
land whose borders are the sea.” “You
are an open door, a harbor that unites,”
he said. Since late 2018, Cyprus has
received more asylum-seekers per capita than any country in the European
Union, in addition to hundreds of foreign workers. Especially with economic
difficulties and a drop in tourism
because of the COVID-19 pandemic,
many people on the island are struggling. Arriving at the presidential
CNS photo/Paul Haring
palace, Pope Francis paid homage to
Pope Francis arrives with Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades to attend a
the late Archbishop Makarios III, the
welcoming ceremony with at the presidential palace in Nicosia Dec. 2, 2021.
head of the Orthodox Church of
Cyprus, who became the nation’s first
miles from Nicosia, Pope Francis told reporters, “It will be
president in 1960 and is still honored as
a beautiful trip, but we will touch some wounds.” One of
the “father of the nation.” “Makarios”
those wounds — the fact that for more than 40 years the
in Greek means “blessed,” and the pope
island has been divided between the mostly Greek Cypriot
invoked the archbishop’s name to speak
south and the mostly Turkish Cypriot north — explained
about the Eight Beatitudes as “the comwhy the pope landed in Larnaca. The Nicosia airport is
pass that, in every latitude, indicates
now mainly the headquarters of the U.N. peacekeeping
the routes that Christians must take in
force that patrols the “green line” between the north and
the voyage of life.” “Everyone can be
‘blessed,’ and blessed are above all the
poor in spirit, those who have experienced suffering in their lives, those who
live in meekness and mercy, all those
who, without pretense, practice justice
and are peacemakers,” the pope said.

said, “We firmly believe in the peaceful resolution of our
differences, whether they are civil or religious, and that
the right path is only through a truly honest dialogue.”
During the meeting with the Orthodox and later celebrating Mass at the GSP Stadium, the pope focused on how
faith, while flowing from a personal encounter with Jesus,
must be supported and lived out in community. The church
as a whole — no matter the denomination — is called to
bring consolation to all who are troubled or frightened, he
said at the meeting with the Orthodox. And so, “even
before we say a word, we need to listen, to let ourselves be
questioned, to discover others, to share. Because the
Gospel is not handed on by communication, but by communion.”

God dreams of a world where all are
welcomed as family, pope says
NICOSIA, Cyprus — Pope Francis told migrants that,
like them, God dreams of a world where everyone recognizes each other as brothers and sisters. God “asks us not
to be content with a divided world, divided Christian communities, but to journey through history drawn by his own
dream: the dream of a humanity freed of walls of division,
freed of hostility, where there are no longer strangers, but
only fellow citizens,” he told migrants during an emotional
ecumenical prayer service Dec. 3 in the Church of the Holy
Cross in Nicosia. Thamara da Silva, who came from Sri
Lanka, told the pope: “Every day, I have to reduce everything that I may be, or hope to be, or want to become, into
a check mark next to a box on a form. I have to use a word
or two to explain myself to one of the few who might
choose to ask or to acknowledge that I am even here. What
do I say? Usually I must choose ‘xenos,’ ‘foreigner.’ But
what I want to scream is ‘person,’ ‘sister,’ ‘friend,’ ‘believer,’ ‘neighbor,’” she said. Mariamie Besala Welo, from

United in faith, Cypriot
Christians have mission
to console, pope says

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis greets Mariamie Besala Welo of Congo during an ecumenical prayer with migrants in the Church of
the Holy Cross in Nicosia, Cyprus, Dec. 3, 2021.

CNS photo/Paul Haring
NICOSIA, Cyprus — The hope, consolation and unity all Christians and all Pope Francis talks with Orthodox Archbishop Ieronymos II of Athens and all
residents of Cyprus yearn for will be Greece during a meeting with their delegations in the Throne Room of the
realized only with patience, commit- archbishopric in Athens, Greece, Dec. 4, 2021.
ment and collaboration, Pope Francis
Congo, described herself as a person “full of dreams,” big
said. Meeting Dec. 3 with Archbishop Chrysostomos II,
dreams. “I dream of a world where no one is forced to fight,
head of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, the pope heard a
to do battle, give up, flee or cry — except maybe for joy,” she
long litany of the offenses and atrocities Orthodox and
said. But she said she has “small dreams,” too. “I close my
other Christians of northern Cyprus have suffered at the
eyes and dream of the smell of my grandmother’s cooking,
hands of Turkish Cypriots and the Turkey military since
the fields after a good rain that will nurture the seeds, the
the island nation was divided in 1974. Still, the archbishop
sea breeze. I dream of smiles,” she said.
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In Greece, Pope expresses concern
for democracy’s decline in Europe
ATHENS, Greece — From Aristotle to St. Gregory
Nazianzus, and from the Acropolis to the olive tree, Pope
Francis drew from Greek history and culture to appeal for
a faith that is lived in good works and a politics that truly
seeks the common good. Arriving in Greece from Cyprus
Dec. 4, Pope Francis went directly from the airport to
meetings with Greek President Katerina Sakellaropoulou,
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and then a large
group of political, civic and cultural representatives.
“Here democracy was born,” he told the representatives.
“Yet we cannot avoid noting with concern how today —
and not only in Europe — we are witnessing a retreat from
democracy. Democracy requires participation and
involvement on the part of all; consequently, it demands

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Greek President Katerina Sakellaropoulou speaks as Pope
Francis looks on during a meeting with government
authorities, civic leaders and the diplomatic corps at the
presidential palace in Athens, Greece, Dec. 4, 2021.
hard work and patience,” he said. “It is complex, whereas
authoritarianism is peremptory, and populism’s easy
answers appear attractive.” A political stance that seeks
only popularity and easy answers is not worthy either of
the description politics or of a place in a democracy, Pope
Francis said. “Politics is, and ought to be in practice, a
good thing, as the supreme responsibility of citizens and
as the art of the common good,” he said. “So that the good
can be truly shared, particular attention — I would even
say priority — should be given to the weaker strata of society.”

Pope asks pardon for sins that drove
Catholic, Orthodox apart
ATHENS, Greece — Like St. John Paul II before him,
Pope Francis apologized to members of the Orthodox
Church of Greece for the ways Catholics over the centuries had offended them, and he told Catholic leaders that
they must embrace their minority status with humility.
“Here, today, I feel the need to ask anew for the forgiveness
of God and of our brothers and sisters for the mistakes
committed by many Catholics,” Pope Francis told
Orthodox Archbishop Ieronymos II of Athens and all
Greece. Under heavy gray skies, Pope Francis made his
way Dec. 4 from the Vatican nunciature to the archbishop’s office in Athens’ old city. He was driven to the nearby
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

St. Henry School, Elsmere, Bingo has moved to
Monday nights in the school cafeteria starting at
5 p.m.; games begin at 6:45 p.m. Contact (859) 760-3325.
The NKU Catholic Newman Club Knights of Columbus
have weekly meetings Tuesdays, 6 p.m., at the Newman
Center. Contact manzos1@mymail.nku.edu if you’re a
Catholic man interested in joining.
Do you have family or a friend in jail or prison? Are
you looking for a safe, welcoming community where you
will be accepted without judgement? Come to Catholic
Charities, Latonia, the 3rd Tuesday of the month from
6:30-7:30 p.m. Questions, contact Dave Capella at dcapella@covingtoncharities.org or (859) 581-8974 ext. 117.
Nativity sets from around the world will be on display
at Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria. The display
will feature nativity sets made by artists and craftsmen
from 78 different countries. Free to the public on the following days: Sundays, Dec. 12, 18, 19, 26, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.;
Saturday, Dec. 18, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 24, 9
a.m.–noon.
The Newport Central Catholic Drama Club will perform “Whodunit … And To Whom?,” a spoof of the
classic gumshoe story, in the school’s Ciafardini Family
Black Box Theatre. Showtimes are: Dec. 10, 7 p.m.; Dec.
11, 2 and 7 p.m.; and Dec. 12, 5 p.m. Get your tickets today
at Showtix4u.com.

Celebrating St. Nicholas
Fourth graders at Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger, learned facts about St. Nicholas on his feast day, Dec. 6. They
learned why he is the real Santa Claus and turned Santa chocolates into St. Nicholas by adding miters and croziers.

The Diocese of Covington’s 27th annual live nativity
scene is up at St.Pius X Parish, Edgewood. The crib
blessing will be Dec. 18 after the 4:30 p.m. Mass. Families,
friends, groups and organizations are welcome to participate as actors, actresses to bring the events of Christ’s
birth to life Dec.18–23, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Choirs are welcome
to add their gift of music; students can earn service
hours for their participation. For scheduling a group or
family call Doug Eifert, 384-3689 or e-mail
dkeifert@twc.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky is hosting two
coat distributions in Northern Kentucky: Dec. 18, 9 a.m.–
12 p.m. at the Life Learning Center, Covington and Cristo
Rey Parish, Florence. Volunteers needed, contact Mark
Bradley at 426-2649 or mark.bradley@svdpnky.org.
The Pro-Life Office is organizing a trip to
Washington, D.C., for the Annual March for Life,
which will take place Jan. 21. Included in the trip is
round-trip airfare, one night’s hotel accommodation and
ground transportation to and from the airport and hotel.
Limited seating available. Depart late morning, Jan. 20;
return evening Jan. 21. Cost per person, double occupancy room is $412. Rooms are also available for those providing their own transportation. The Marriott Metro
Center is located centrally in downtown Washington,
D.C. Cost of room: $210. Limited availability. Contact
Peggy Piccola in the Pro-Life office, at 392-1500 or ppicola@covdio.org.

TMU offers new scholarship opportunities
Thomas More University is thrilled to announce a new partnership that will greatly benefit student innovators by
offering three scholarships to student participants at Square1.

Missed an edition?
Current and back issues of the Messenger are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

Villa Madonna teacher recognized for service in literacy
Jennifer Yuenger, a teacher at Villa Madonna Academy (VMA), has been named as the
2021 recipient of the Kenton County Public Library Foundation’s Mary Ann Mongan
Literacy Award. Since 2009, the Mary Ann Mongan Award recognizes an individual or
organization that has shown outstanding service in literacy in Kenton County. The award
is named after former Kenton County Public Library Director Mary Ann Mongan, who
served as library Director for over 40 years.

Messenger

December 10, 2021 11

(Continued from page 9)
Catholic Cathedral Basilica of St. Dionysius the
Areopagite only after his meeting with Archbishop
Ieronymos, the spiritual leader of the majority of Greek
Christians. While Catholics and Orthodox have the same
roots in the preaching of St. Paul and the teaching of the
early church theologians and first ecumenical councils,
“tragically, in later times we grew apart,” the pope said.
“Worldly concerns poisoned us, weeds of suspicion
increased our distance and we ceased to nurture communion,” Pope Francis said. “Shamefully — I acknowledge this
for the Catholic Church — actions and decisions that had

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis visits with refugees at the government-run
Reception and Identification Center in Mytilene, Greece,
Dec. 5, 2021.
little or nothing to do with Jesus and the Gospel — but
were instead marked by a thirst for advantage and power
— gravely weakened our communion.”

Attack cause of migration, not those
forced to flee, pope says on Lesbos
MYTILENE, Greece — Standing in a tent on the shore,
Pope Francis said the Mediterranean Sea, “the cradle of so
many civilizations, now looks like a mirror of death.” He
was speaking Dec. 5 to Greek and U.N. officials, but especially residents at the Mavrovouni refugee camp, formally
called the Reception and Identification Center. He also was
speaking to the nations of the European Union and to governments around the world. About 2,200 people, including
minors who made their journey across the sea without a
parent or other adult, call Mavrovouni home. They live in
orderly rows of tents and small pre-fab shelters on the
Greek island of Lesbos outside of Mytilene. The center
replaced the infamous Moira camp after a fire in 2020.
Mohammadi Zagul, a 34-year-old mother of five from
Afghanistan, said she and her family have been on Lesbos
for two years. They want to leave the camp and start a real
life, she said, but it does not really matter in what country.
Christian Tango Mukalya, a 30-year-old Congolese
Catholic who arrived on Lesbos more than a year ago with
two of his three small children, told Pope Francis that he
and the others want only “a safe place in Europe for the
future of our families.” Visiting the camp on a Sunday
morning, Pope Francis used verbs from the Advent
Scripture readings to pray that God would “rouse” and
“shake” and “awaken” the consciences of everyone to
respond to the desperate plight of migrants and refugees
in Greece and around the world.

God’s power is revealed in love, pope
says at Mass in Athens
ATHENS, Greece — God the Almighty almost always
chooses the least mighty people and the most desolate
places to reveal the power of his love, Pope Francis said.
Celebrating Mass Dec. 5 in Athens’ Megaron concert hall,
the pope touched on a theme he had explored in depth with
Catholic leaders the day before: the blessing and spiritual
advantage of being a small community without power and
without pretenses. Catholics make up less than 2% of the
population of Greece; more than 90% of the country’s residents belong
to
the
Orthodox
C h u r c h .
Noting how the
day’s Gospel
says the word
of God came to
John
the
Baptist “in the
desert,” Pope
Francis said,
“There is no
place that God
will not visit.”
“Today
we
rejoice to see
him choose the
desert, to see
him reach out
with love to
our littleness
and to refresh
our arid spirits,” he said.
“Dear friends,

do not fear littleness, since it is not about being small and
few in number, but about being open to God and to others.”
The late-afternoon Mass was the pope’s last public event in
Greece. After Mass he was to host a private visit by
Orthodox Archbishop Ieronymos II, head of the Orthodox
Church of Greece, and the next morning he was scheduled
to visit a Catholic school before returning to Rome, concluding a five-day trip that began in Cyprus.

6 CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis uses incense to venerate a Marian image as
he celebrates Mass in the Megaron Concert Hall in
Athens, Greece, Dec. 5, 2021.
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LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE ENGLISH TEACHER
Covington Catholic High School in Park Hills,
Kentucky is seeking a long-term substitute English
teacher for the remainder of the 2021-22 school year.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter,
resume, and references to klink@covcath.org.

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing
your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1500
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God can act in unexpected ways, calling for brave acceptance, pope says
affectionate relationships,” Pope
Francis said.
He repeated his advice to married couples, urging them to always
make peace before the end of the
day and never let arguments or bad
feelings fester “because the cold
war the next day is very dangerous.
Don’t let war begin the next day.”
At the end of the audience, the
pope recalled that Dec. 1 is World
AIDS Day.
“It is an important occasion to
remember the many people who are
affected by this virus. For many of
them, in some areas of the world,
access to the necessary treatment is
not available. My hope is that there
might be a renewed commitment in
solidarity to guarantee fair and
effective health care,” he said.
He also asked for prayers for his
trip Dec. 2-6 to Cyprus and Greece to
visit the people whose countries are
“rich in history, spirituality and civilization.”
“It will be a journey to the
sources of apostolic faith and of
fraternity among Christians of various confessions. I will also have the
opportunity to draw near to a
humanity wounded in the persons
of so many migrants in search of
hope: I will visit Lesbos. I ask all of
you, please, to accompany me with
your prayer,” he said.

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — St. Joseph teaches people to learn to take life as it comes and to
accept what God has in mind, Pope Francis
said.
Speaking about how Joseph reacted to
Mary being pregnant while they were still
engaged, the pope explained why St. Joseph
“gives us an important lesson: He chooses
Mary with ‘his eyes open,’” and “with all the
risks” that came with it.
“They had probably cultivated dreams and
expectations regarding their life and their
future,” he said during his weekly general
audience Dec. 1. But then, “out of the blue, God
seems to have inserted himself into their lives
and, even if at first it was difficult for them,
both of them opened their hearts wide to the
reality that was placed before them.”
During his audience in the Vatican’s Paul
VI hall, Pope Francis continued a series of
talks on St. Joseph, reflecting on his role as a
just man and husband of Mary, and what he
can teach all engaged couples and newlyweds.
St. Joseph was pious and subject to observing the religious laws of the time, which called
for stoning a woman accused of adultery or —
with later interpretations — a formal repudiation that had civil and criminal consequences
for the woman, the pope said. But Joseph’s
“love for Mary and his trust in her suggested a
way he could remain in observance of the law
and save the honor of his bride. He decided to
repudiate her in secret, without making noise,
without subjecting her to public humiliation.”
“How holy Joseph was,” Pope Francis said.
In contrast, “we, as soon as we have a bit of
gossip, something scandalous about someone
else, we go around talking about it right away!”
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream, telling him not to fear taking Mary as
his wife and explaining the divine origin of
and plan for her son.
God reveals “a greater meaning than his own justice.
How important it is for each one of us to cultivate a just life
and, at the same time, to always feel the need for God’s help
to broaden our horizons and to consider the circumstances
of life from an always different, larger perspective,” the
pope said.
Many times, he said, people feel “imprisoned” by what
happens to them and are tempted to “close in on that pain,
in that thought that good things never happen to us. And
this is not good for us. This leads you to sadness and bitterness. A bitter heart is so ugly.”
Often, “a providence is hidden that takes shape over
time and illuminates the meaning even of the pain that
has touched us,” he said.
By taking this risk, Joseph “gives us this lesson: to take
life as it comes. Has God intervened there? I accept it” and
seek to follow God’s guidance, the pope said.
During their engagement, Christian couples are called
to witness to this kind of love that “has the courage to
move from the logic of falling in love to that of mature
love,” the pope said. Mature love moves from infatuation
and imagination to taking “responsibility for one’s life as
it comes.”
It is demanding, but it will strengthen their love “so
that it endures when faced with the trials of time,” he
added.
“Dear brothers and dear sisters, our lives are very often
not what we imagine them to be. Especially in loving and

CNS photo/Yara Nardi, Reuters

Pope Francis greets a
group of nuns after his
general audience in
Paul VI hall at the
Vatican Dec. 1, 2021.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
Virtual Safe Environment Trainings
For all employees and volunteers of the
Diocese of Covington who in any way
provide a safe environment for children.
Step 1: Contact parish/school institution
leader to review the Policies and Procedures
and fill out the Application and Acceptance
Forms.
Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org and click on
Registration. Follow the prompts to create an
account and to request a background check.
Selection.com is a secure site; the background
check is posted on your account and you
receive a copy if you request it during the
registration process. You will sign up for a
virtual VIRTUS class during the registration.
Step 3: Join the virtual VIRTUS session.
The day before the
session, you will receive an e-mail with 4
documents attached to print. On the day of
the session you will receive an invitation to
join the session. No children, please.
Step 4: Your account becomes active
when your background check, VIRTUS session

and Acceptance Form are posted on your
account. You will receive 12 bulletins per year.
You will receive e-mail notices at
system@pub.virtus.org unless your computer
program blocks them.
Bulletin:
n December bulletin will post Sunday, Dec. 5;
due on Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022
The month of December is an open month in
Virtus
If your Virtus account is inactivated please
contact your primary location for assistance.
To login: www.virtus.org, enter user id and
password.
VIRTUS Training
n Tuesday, December 14,
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, Bishop
Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington
n Thursday, Jan. 6,
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, Bishop
Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington

How to access Virtual training
- Go to www.virtus.org
- Enter id and password
- Click on Live Training on left column
- Click on pre-register for an upcoming
session
- Choose your training
Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access your account,
contact your parish, school or institution.
For other difficulties, contact Marylu Steffen
at (859) 392-1500 or msteffen@covdio.org.
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ENTERTAINMENT
“West Side Story” (20th Century) Splendid second film
version of the classic 1957 Broadway musical, directed by
Steven Spielberg. As it charts the romance of its modernday Romeo and Juliet,
Manhattan
slum
Movie
dwellers
Tony
and
Maria, and their effort to
Capsule
cross the ethnic divide
that separates them, a
division embodied and intensified by the escalating feud
between the white gang to which he belongs and the
Hispanic one headed by her brother, Tony Kushner’s script
adheres more closely to the stage play than the 1961 movie.
It also amplifies the Latino flavor of the kinetic proceedings
by giving characters, including Maria’s best friend, Anita
and Tony’s kindly patron, Valentina, dialogue in Spanish.
By turns celebratory and heartbreaking, Spielberg’s masterful enhancement of the already brilliant work of composer Leonard Bernstein, lyricist Stephen Sondheim, playwright Arthur Laurents and choreographer Jerome
Robbins, on whose concept the show was based, will captivate grown-ups. However, while Catholic elements are, if
anything, more prominent than in the earlier picture, the
new take also involves a
living arrangement at
For full reviews of each of these films
— go to catholicnews.com and click
odds with, and an
on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”
implied encounter at
Catholic News Service (CNS)
classifications are:
least in tension with,
• A-I — general patronage;
church
teaching.
• A-II — adults and adolescents;
• A-III — adults;
Possibly acceptable for
• L — limited adult audience;
older teens. Mostly styl• O — morally offensive.
ized violence with minimal gore, an attempted
gang rape, cohabitation, offscreen premarital sexual activity, about a dozen uses of profanity, at least one milder oath,
some crude and crass talk. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

Life’s a Ball

Synod coordinators

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 3)

Pregnancy Center, and New Hope Pregnancy Center are
the organizations being honored at this year’s ball.
These pregnancy centers work with abortion-minded
women in high-crisis pregnancy situations. Through their
ministries, these organizations support women who
choose life for their babies. The Messenger will be featuring each pregnancy center in the weeks prior to the Life’s
a Ball event, in order to highlight each center’s ministry
and work to protect the sanctity of life.
Since 2010, the Diocese of Covington’s Pro-Life office
has hosted Life’s a Ball. Faye Roch, director of the Pro-Life
office, calls Life’s a Ball a “FUN-raiser not a fundraiser.”
The ball honors and recognizes individuals and organizations that support pro-life; the event does not ask for any
donations. The only cost for attendees is for their seat at a
table.
“This event is successful because not only is it for a
great cause, but it is a good time,” Mrs. Roch said.
Life’s a Ball provides dinner, beverages, and a performance from a live band during the event. It’s the perfect date
night to kick off Valentine’s Day weekend and honor the
sanctity of life by honoring the organizations and individuals that help preserve it. The sustained success of Life’s a
Ball is a direct result of the Diocese of Covington’s community members’ continued support of the preservation
of the sanctity of life, and this years’ event hopes to build
on the success of years’ past.
Life’s A Ball will be held at the Airport Marriott in
Hebron. The cost to attend this year’s Life’s a Ball is $70 per
person. Contact Faye Roch by phone (859) 392-1500 or email froch@covdio.org, with any questions.

life and how the Church can impact us; make us better
Christians, better followers of Christ, so we can have a positive effect on our society,” Mr. Stowers said.
Olivia Staverman, teacher, is helping to lead the Synod at
Holy Trinity School, Bellevue.
“As a coordinator, we have that special opportunity to
reach out to the people in our schools and in our parishes
who just want to be heard — everyone wants to be heard,”
said Miss Staverman. “I’m honored to have been asked to be
a coordinator to have this opportunity to reach out to people
… it serves as a really great opportunity to allow people to
be heard and to be loved. Because at the end of the day that’s
what we’re called to do.”
Miss Staverman was one of three Stavermans at the
training session. Her mother, Kris Staverman, is the Synod
coordinator for St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, and her aunt,
Ellen Staverman, is the coordinator for St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood.
Kris Staverman said that she sees the Synod as an opportunity to listen to families so that the parish can help get
them back to Mass. “This is finally our push that we need to
get this done. We just need that push or encouragement to
get parents to bring the children back to Mass,” she said.
“One of my main concerns has always been the youth.
Why are our youth falling away?” said Ellen Staverman. “I
often ask the Holy Spirit to give me the words, give me an
opportunity, to approach someone — especially with family
members. I think it’s fabulous that the Church is listening.
I’m hoping this leads to some really good conversations
with fellow parishioners, but also family members and
friends who have fallen away. We need to know why.”

The 2020–2022 Diocese of Covington
Directory is available for purchase. The
directory includes contact information for
all diocesan offices, boards, agencies,
institutions, parishes, clergy and religious.
Call the Messenger office at (859) 392-1570
for your copy. Cost $18

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad
(859) 392-1500
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NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

BBC names Myanmar nun to list of
100 most influential, inspiring women
LONDON — Among the Nobel laureates, politicians and professors honored by the BBC as among the 100 most influential
and inspiring women of the year is a Catholic nun from rural
Myanmar. The photo of Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng on the BBC
website shows the nun wearing the simple white habit and veil
of the Sisters of St. Francis Xavier. She looks proudly into the
camera, her lips pursed in a half smile. But a different photo
drew worldwide attention and became a symbol of Myanmar’s
virulent nationwide protests against a Feb. 1 military takeover
when Sister Tawng knelt in front of armed security forces in
Myitkyina, the capital of Kachin, Myanmar’s northernmost
state, to halt their pursuit of fleeing demonstrators. The photos
and video of the 45-year-old nun on her knees with her arms
spread wide, pleading with police, went viral in March. She
reportedly told security forces that day: “You’ll have to come
through me. Shoot me instead of these young people.” The
BBC’s description of reads: “Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng has
openly spoken of protecting civilians, especially children. She
has trained as a midwife and has led a life of service for the
past 20 years, recently looking after COVID-19 patients in
Myanmar’s Kachin state.”

Bishops criticize Mexico for agreeing
to revive migrant protocols
REYNOSA, Mexico — Mexico’s bishops expressed disappointment with their government’s willingness to go along
with a plan known as Remain in Mexico, in which people seeking asylum in the United States wait in dangerous border cities
as their cases are heard in U.S. courts. In a Dec. 6 statement,
the bishops also called on the federal government to “promptly
carry out its commitments to promote and protect the fundamental rights of people in the context of migration. We receive
with disappointment news that the government of Mexico has
decided to resume the MPP (Migrant Protection Protocols) program, better known as ‘Remain in Mexico,’ as it violates multiple international principles on refugee and asylum matters,
such as the right to due process and non-refoulement and does
not allow the due exercise of the fundamental rights of persons requesting recognition of refugee status,” said the statement signed by seven bishops, including Archbishop Rogelio
Cabrera López of Monterrey, conference president. “With deep
sincerity we wish that the persons migrating who are in
Mexican territory can see the light of hope in this valley of
indifference, pain and discrimination on the part of the
authorities,” the statement continued. “The Catholic Church of
Mexico, through the (migrant ministry) manifests its willingness to dialogue with the federal government in order to channel effective proposals to benefit migrants, asylum-seekers and
Mexicans deported and in situations of being displaced internally.”

Belarus Christians urge help for
jailed Catholic mother of five
WARSAW, Poland — Christians in Belarus have expressed

shock at the jailing on contested charges of a Catholic mother
with five children, who claimed religious motivation for her
actions. A Christian group called her a political prisoner. Volha
Zalatar was imprisoned Dec. 3 for participating in unauthorized tea parties and an internet chat site from her home in
Minsk. “I don’t know the basis for the charges against her, or
which evidence was used to substantiate them,” said Father
Yuri Sanko, spokesman for the Belarusian bishops’ conference.
“Nor do I know whether our church had anyone present at the
trial. A number of priests wrote letters urging an end to her
prosecution, but these were ignored.” Meanwhile, Belarus’
Christian Vision organization said the 39-year-old sociologist, a
practicing Catholic, had been refused a prayer book and pastoral visit by a priest, adding that her lawyer had certified she
was beaten, kicked and strangled to force her to divulge phone
and internet passwords. “Volha Zalatar has been sentenced to
four years of general-regime prison despite a lack of incriminating evidence, the absurd nature of the charges and being a
mother of five children — itself a significant circumstance
which should have been taken into account,” the organization
said in a Dec. 4 statement.

Kenyan diocese mourns deaths after
bus plunges into swollen river
NAIROBI, Kenya — Bishop Joseph Mwongela of Kitui urged
hope as his diocese continued to mourn the death of at least 32
people, killed when a bus carrying a Catholic choir plunged
into the Enziu River. The choir from Good Shepherd Parish in
Mwingi had hired a church seminary bus to carry members
and relatives to a renewal of vows for an elderly couple. One
family lost 11 members. At least 30 people were rescued. “It is
very sad. The people are devastated, but we are journeying
with them. We want them to have hope. This has happened, but
Advent is a season of hope,” Bishop Mwongela told Catholic
News Service in a telephone interview. “The people had bonded very well. They were very close together.” Father Michael
Ngunia of Good Shephard Parish expressed shock and sadness
that the people died while traveling to a joyful event. “The
choir was singing and dancing on the river bank in readiness
for the wedding. Moments later many of them were dead. It is
very tough for the community,” said Father Ngunia. Bishop
Mwongela said the church has dispatched teams to offer psychosocial support to the families and planned a memorial Mass
for the victims.

Priest creates video lessons on ‘Chosen’
Christmas episode now in theaters
APPLETON, Wis. — A Wisconsin pastor has created a 10part series of short videos related to a special Christmas
episode released in theaters by the creators of the show “The
Chosen,” a wildly popular streaming series on the life of Jesus
and the Gospel stories. Father Edward Looney’s three- to fiveminute videos give the Catholic perspective on the special
episode about the birth of Christ through the eyes of Mary and
Joseph. The videos are self-released and were posted on his
YouTube channel Dec. 1, the day “Christmas with The Chosen:
The Messengers” premiered in theaters around the country.
Originally the film was scheduled to run in 1,079 theaters Dec.

1 and 2 only, but another 450-plus locations were added and the
episode will now run until Dec. 10. The website of the film’s
distributor, Fathom Events, has information on where it is
being shown: www.fathomevents.com. As for Father Looney’s
video lessons, the topics he covers are music as catechesis, miracles, St. Joseph, the tradition of Luke and Mary, the prayer
life of Mary and the early Christians,. He also addresses questions such as: “Did Mary experience pain in childbirth?”
“What are relics?’ “What do we know about the end of Mary’s
life?” “How can we be messengers?”

Students, fellow Catholics in Iowa
pray for slain Spanish teacher
FAIRFIELD, Iowa — When parishioner Nohema Graber, a
Spanish teacher at Fairfield High School, went missing Nov. 3,
“we were just beside ourselves,” said Father Nick Adam, pastor of St. Mary Parish. “I remember talking to the NCYC
(National Catholic Youth Conference) group about how Mary
and Joseph must have felt when Jesus was lost for a time,” he
said. After her body was found later that day in Fairfield’s
Chautauqua Park, the pastor and other parishioners felt
“stunned, shocked and hurt,” he said. “And when we found out
that two of her former students, two 16-year-olds had been
charged, it just added to the tragedy.” The defendants, Jeremy
Everett Goodale and Willard Noble Chaiden Miller, are charged
with first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit forcible
felony. Both youths are being held on $1 million cash bond each
in a juvenile detention facility in Iowa. A judge has denied
their request for their bonds to be reduced, Jefferson County
Assistant County Attorney Patrick J. McAvan said Dec. 3. The
Fairfield community has responded with an outpouring of love
and prayer for Graber, 66, a devout Catholic and a native of
Mexico. Father Adam said Graber was like a go-between for the
parish’s Anglos and Hispanics. “She lived for the Eucharist,”
he added.

