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‘Glory to the newborn King’ 
The Messenger staff wishes you and your 

loved ones a very merry Christmas and  
a blessed New Year. This is our final issue  

of the year. Our next issue —  
the first issue of the 92nd edition of the 

Messenger — will be Jan. 7. 

The Curia offices will be closed from 
 Dec. 22 – Jan. 3 for the Christmas season. 

Many staff members will have limited 
access to their e-mail during the holiday.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Merry  Christmas! May the Light of Christ always shine brightly in our life! 

Each time I put up my Christmas tree, there are a few ornaments that I put on the tree first.  
They include a charred manger scene, a toucan, and a nail. They remind me what a perfect 
Christmas really is.  

You see, my first year as pastor, my parishioners had each given me an ornament to decorate my tree. The toucan 
was purchased in Honduras on a service trip. The manger scene, not yet charred, was made in Italy. The nail hung 
snug to the tree’s trunk as a quiet reminder that what we celebrate with lit trees will end at the tree of the cross.  

That first Advent and Christmas as a pastor was nearly perfect for me … until I failed to blow out an Advent wreath 
candle on Christmas morning. As I began to preach the homily at Mass on Christmas Day, I heard the sirens of fire 
trucks. Radios went off in church alerting volunteer firefighters. I actually stopped after the introduction to the homi-
ly and said, “Let’s bow our heads and pray for the poor person who is suffering this fire even on Christmas morning.” 
We did. Then I went on preaching the good news of the birth of Jesus. 

When I finished my homily I received a note at the presider’s chair. It read, of course, “FIRE IN RECTORY! Everything 
ok.” As soon as I read that note, I realized my error. I suddenly felt sick, responsible and deflated. My first Christmas 
as pastor and I quite literally set fire to the house. I felt a little sorry for myself that day. 

On December 26 — the second day of Christmas — I sat on the cold steps of that empty house in the early morning, 
waiting for a contractor who would clean the ductwork so that the furnace could be turned on. People began to 
arrive. They came with buckets, mops and brooms. One man brought tiny tools to disassemble our computers and 
carefully clean them. People left with armloads of curtains, bedding and more, to wash it all and return it spic and 
span. Workers began ripping out carpet, choosing molding and making plans for how to remake those affected 
rooms better than before. Christmas leftovers began showing up. By noon tables and chairs sprang up in the garage 
to feed the small army of volunteers who had turned out. Christmas music was playing through a set of homemade 
speakers. It seemed like the whole Church was there. By 3:00 p.m., the dishes were done, the house was clean and 
warm again, charred finishes were ripped out, and a plan was made for how to go forward.  

The Body of Christ — disciples of Jesus — showed up to shine light into my darkness. It was the second day of 
Christmas! 

As I write this, I am only learning that many of our neighbors in Western Kentucky will mark Christmas this year in 
the midst of loss. Some will grieve the death of loved ones. Others will celebrate as best they can from damaged 
homes or temporary shelters. Our hearts, prayers, contributions and service go out to them. 

We celebrate a second Christmas in the shadow of COVID. Enough said about that. 

In the neighborhoods of Bethlehem around the Church of the Nativity, travelers see signs of prior conflicts. Street art 
declares a longing for Peace On Earth. It remains elusive. 

On this Earth, Christmas Days are still marred by sadness and shame. Every Christmas we notice the darkness and loss 
that stands out like a black brushstroke on a white sheet of paper. Every Christmas we see, somewhere, a desperate 
young family looking for a safe place to deliver a child who will change their world. A perfect Christmas is any 
moment when — because of Jesus — we can make room for that desperate couple and their child. A perfect 
Christmas is any moment when we can walk with someone who is soul sick, until they notice the light that shines on 
us all. 

 At Christmas, the Word of God is born into the world as the light who drives back the darkness of sin and sadness. 
We are at our holiest and best, when — because of Jesus — we are that light and healing for one another.  

After everyone went home that December 26th, I remembered those ornaments. I climbed into the dumpster and 
dug out the melted tree. I managed to save about a dozen. I know exactly which ones they are.  They include a 
charred manger scene made in Italy, a toucan from Honduras, and a nail to remind me that Christmas includes the 
power of the Cross. They remind me that there is a Light that can overcome the darkness! 

Merry Christmas everyone! A happy and blessed New Year! I pray that each one of us will know the joy of being a 
light in the darkness to someone during this holy season. May we be transformed by the Light of Christ. In expecta-
tion of His coming again, I remain 

Yours in the Warmth of this Holy Season, 

 

Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of Covington
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

The Solemnity of  the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8, cel-
ebrates the Church’s doctrine that Mary, from her very 
moment of  conception, was preserved from the stain of  sin; 
this includes original sin, which has been passed on to 
humanity from Adam and Eve after their fall from grace in 
the Garden of  Eden, having eaten the forbidden fruit from 
the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil. 

“Mary was prepared in this unique way, from the very 
beginning of  her life, at the moment of  her conception; that 
is what’s unique about the way Mary is prepared for the 
vocation God intended for her,” said Bishop John Iffert in his 
homily at the vigil Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. 

“What is not unique,” Bishop Iffert said, “is the love that 
God shows, the grace that he pours out, when you or I 
encounter some troubling situation that stirs us. God is 
eager to pour out on us the same loving presence, the same 
grace, the same strengthening, so that we can choose to trust 
God’s Divine Providence within our lives … The grace she 
received was the grace that flowed from the cross of  her own 
Son and that same grace is available to us.” 

Mary’s immaculate conception did not prevent her from 
experiencing moments of  questioning or times of  trouble, 
Bishop Iffert said. But she met those times by abandoning 
herself  to God’s grace, trusting in God’s love for her. “May it 
be done to me according to your word,” Mary says to the 
angel who told her she would be the Mother of  God. 

“No one will get through this life untroubled. No one will 
get through this life without anxiety,” Bishop Iffert said. 
“None of  us are going to make it through without sincere dif-
ficulties. How do we respond to them? Demanding a sign? Or 
submitting ourselves to what we know is our loving Father 
who wants only to prepare us and to sustain us, so that like 
Mary, we can fulfill the vocation he is inviting us to?” 

“God’s grace is enough. God’s grace is available. God’s 
grace can be counted on, and God’s grace is strengthening us 
to be able to face these anxieties,” Bishop Iffert assured those 
present as he closed his homily. “Today we rejoice because 
Mary experienced that grace, that strengthening, in a very 
unique way, even before her own birth into the world. The 

same grace is available to us. We, too, can 
trust in God. We can face the troubles of  the 
world without falling into sin. Mary remains 
our model even in difficult times — especial-
ly in difficult times.” 

Following Mass, Bishop Iffert, Bishop 
Roger Foys, Father Ryan Maher and the con-
gregation processed to St. Mary’s Park for 
the blessing and lighting of  the Christmas 
tree. Students from the diocese’s Catholic 
elementary and high schools provided orna-
ments for the tree.

For the weeks of Advent, the diocesan Worship office offers a Vespers worship aid during the Sundays 
of Advent. Contact Shannon Barnes at (859) 392-1500 .

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
“Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are weighed down from of old by slavery 
beneath the yoke of sin, may be set free by the newness of the long-awaited Nativity of 
your Only Begotten Son.” 

                   — Roman Missal collect, fourth Saturday of Advent

Fourth 
Sunday 
of 
Advent  
Dec. 19

(top left and right) Bishop John Iffert was the celebrant 
and homilist at the vigil Mass, Dec. 7, for the solemnity 
of  the Immaculate Conception at the Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption, Covington. (center left) Following 
Mass, the congregation processed to St. Mary Park 
where Bishop Iffert blessed the Christmas tree. (center 
right) Pontifical servers from Covington Latin School 
assisted at the Christmas tree blessing. (left) The face of  
a young attendee is barely visible beneath his winter 
bundles at the Christmas tree blessing; chilly tempera-
tures accompanied by a continual breeze added to the 
seasonal event.

Keener photos

2023 Synod on Synodality:  
We’re listening! 

At the priests continuing education day, Dec. 7, (right) 
David Cooley, co-director, Office of  Catechesis and 
Evangelization, discussed how the Synod on Synodality 
is being implemented in the Diocese of  Covington. 
Synodality is “journeying together” — a way of  living 
out the faith that involves shared responsibility, listen-
ing and speaking to one another, and discernment with 
the Holy Spirit to address the issues facing our Church 
today. 
The diocesan consultation about how we journey 
together is underway, and the Church wants to hear 
from everyone — as many people as possible, especially 
those who are often excluded or who are not involved 
in the life of  the Church. 
There are two main ways to participate. Listening  
sessions will be held in a variety of  for-
mats during the months of  January, 
February and March as determined by 
parishes, institutions and organizations. 
And for those unable to join in a listening 
session, an online survey is available at 
covdio.org/synod. 
Continue to look for more information in 
parish communications, on social media or 
on the diocesan website covdio.org/synod.

Schomaker photo

On solemnity of Immaculate Conception, Bishop Iffert says God’s 
‘grace is enough and is available’ at Mass 
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Dec. 21 
Christmas give-a-way, Rose 
Garden Home Mission, 
Covington, 2 p.m. 

Dec. 22 
Diocesan Curia office closed 
in observance of Christmas 

 

Dec. 25 
Midnight Mass, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington 

Jan. 3 
Diocesan Curia office re-
opens

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Friday, Dec. 24 
5:30 p.m. Mass of the Vigil of 
Christmas 
Music: Organ, violin and cantor 
 
Saturday, Dec. 25 
Pontifical Mass at Midnight 
Doors open at 11 p.m. 
Prelude Music begins  
at 11:30 p.m.  
Music: Organ, Cathedral 
Bishop’s Choir 
 
10 a.m.  
Mass of Christmas Day 
Music: Cathedral Bishop’s Choir 
 

The Cathedral will be closed 
after 10 a.m. Mass on Christmas 
Day. 
There will NOT be a 4:30 p.m. 
Vigil Mass Sunday, Dec. 26. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26 —The Feast 
of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph  
Mass 7:30 a.m., 10 a.m.,  
5:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, Jan. 1 
10 a.m. Mass, Solemnity of 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God  
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass, Epiphany 
of the Lord 

Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022 
Mass 7:30 a.m., 10 a.m.,  
5:30 p.m. 
 
Confessions 
Friday, Dec. 17, noon–1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 3–4 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 24, noon–1 p.m. 
 
Bishop John Iffert, Father Ryan 
Maher, Deacon Gerald Franzen 
and the Cathedral staff wish 
you many blessings at Christmas 
and throughout the New Year.

Most Rev. John C. Iffert will celebrate Vespers 
Sunday, Feb. 6, 2 p.m., at Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, to honor couples 
celebrating a significant wedding anniversary in 
this year. Married couples who celebrated their 
first, 25th, 50th, or 60-plus wedding anniversary 
in 2021 are invited to attend. 

Anniversary couples are asked to register by  
Jan. 11, at covdio.org/ wedding-vespers/  
or contact Lisa Taylor at (859) 392-1533. 
Reservations are only required for anniversary 
couples — family members and guests are  
welcome to attend.

Milestone wedding anniversaries 
to be honored  

at the Cathedral Basilica

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Dear Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Covington, 

Together, we grieve for our neighbors in Western Kentucky whose lives were 
shattered by tornadoes last Saturday morning. As I write to you, we know that 

at least 74 people died in the storms. More than 100 people are still missing. Thousands more 
have lost shelter, work, and stability. One of today’s national headlines reads, “In one 
Kentucky town, many tornado survivors are left with just the clothes on their backs.” 

Many of the communities so deeply affected are in the Diocese of Owensboro. That local 
Catholic Church is already stepping up to provide shelter and food to many. They report that 
they are barely able to keep up with the calls for assistance rolling into their Catholic Center. 
This journey will be a long one as the people of that Catholic Church mourn and bury their 
dead, meet the immediate needs of those who have lost so much, assist families in repairing 
and rebuilding, and finally tend to their own heavily damaged churches and schools. 

Our hearts are with our neighbors! On Saturday morning after the storms, many of our 
parishes and schools had already started to collect funds and items to help with the relief and 
restoration efforts. I ask each parish and mission in the Diocese of Covington to take up a  
collection this Saturday and Sunday, December 18 and 19, for those whose lives are affected 
by these tornadoes. The Diocese of Covington will collect these funds and forward them 
quickly to the Diocese of Owensboro to provide immediate assistance. 

This holy season of Advent reminds us that the Holy Family once sought shelter in a time of 
crisis. They depended upon the goodwill of others as they fled King Herod’s  
destructive wrath. May we recognize Christ in our neighbors in need and respond prayerfully 
and generously, as if to Christ Himself. Thank you for all you do to give glory to His name. 

Yours in prayer and hope, 

 

Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of Covington  

2021 Christmas Season Mass schedule 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 

Tornado Disaster Relief 

Bishop John Iffert is asking pastors to 

take up a special collection at all 

Masses the weekend of Dec. 18-19 for 

the people of the Diocese of 

Owensboro devastated by the Dec. 11 

tornadoes. 

Make checks payable to: “Diocese of 

Covington – Disaster Relief.” A link to 

make your donation online is available 

at www.covdio.org by clicking on the 

link Tornado Disaster Relief. 

One-hundred percent of the money  

collected will be given directly to 

Bishop William Medley to aid in the 

recovery. 

Please pray for all those suffering from 

this disaster. 

(See related article page 4.)
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Elizabeth Wong Barnstead 
The Western Kentucky Catholic 

Early in the morning of  Saturday, Dec. 11, following a tor-
nado warning for Daviess County the night before, Bishop 
William Medley found that his cell phone service was down 
— and that Gov. Andy Beshear had made an announcement 
about lives lost in a sudden tragedy. 

The bishop became horrified and heartbroken as he real-
ized the Kentucky governor was addressing a tragedy close 
to home: intense storms and tornadoes that had ripped 
across the southern part of  the Diocese of  Owensboro the 
night of  Friday, Dec. 10. 

But that morning, with massive cell phone and internet 
outages across Daviess County — where Owensboro, the 
seat of  the diocese, is located — Bishop Medley could not 
initially communicate with anyone by phone. 

“I was doing a lot of  texting,” Bishop Medley told The 
Western Kentucky Catholic on Dec. 13. 

News began to trickle in about the destruction, which 
would later be confirmed as the worst tornado event in state 
history. Multiple parishes across the diocese had been 
impacted in one way or another. The effects were also being 
felt in Arkansas, Tennessee, Missouri and Illinois. 

The bishop heard about the impact on St. Joseph Parish 
in Mayfield — which, though seriously damaged, was 
spared some of  the force when the former school building 

next door was destroyed instead. 
Then he heard about the destruction of  Resurrection 

Parish in Dawson Springs: the roof  was gone, windows 
shattered, and the building already guessed to be a total loss. 

The parish’s Deacon Mike Marsili had later gone in to res-
cue the Blessed Sacrament from the miraculously-spared 
tabernacle amid the rubble of  the church. 

“Saturday was very emotional,” said Bishop Medley. For 
a while he tried unsuccessfully to call Father Eric Riley, pas-
tor of  St. Joseph Parish in Mayfield, and Father David 
Kennedy, pastor of  the three parishes of  Immaculate 
Conception in Earlington, Holy Cross in Providence and the 
damaged Resurrection in Dawson Springs. 

He was finally able to get in touch with both pastors via 
phone later that Saturday, as emotionally difficult as it was 

to speak to each other. 
The following day, in the afternoon of  Sunday, Dec. 12, 

Bishop Medley traveled to St. Jerome Parish in Fancy 
Farm, where the parish there had opened its doors for a spe-

cial 2 p.m. Mass celebrated by 
Father Eric Riley for his displaced 
flock. 

It is estimated that 175-200 peo-
ple attended. 

Since St. Joseph in Mayfield is a 
significantly Hispanic/Latino 
parish, the Mass was bittersweet 
since not only was this Gaudete 
Sunday, but this year the day coin-
cided with the feast of  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe. A large statue of  Our 
Lady of  Guadalupe graced the 
sanctuary, and Father Riley’s vest-
ments depicted Our Lady’s appari-
tion to St. Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin. 

There, Bishop Medley shared a 
message of  condolence from 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican 
secretary of  state, on behalf  of  
Pope Francis. (He also learned that 
the pope had prayed that morning 
at his Angelus for “the victims of  
the tornadoes that hit Kentucky 
and other areas of  the United 
States.”) 

Catholic News Service reported 
that the papal telegram said Pope 
Francis “was saddened to learn of  
the devastating impact of  the tor-

nadoes” in the Midwest and the South. 
“He offers heartfelt prayers that almighty God will grant 

eternal peace to those who have died, comfort to those who 
mourn their loss, and strength to all those affected by this 
immense tragedy,” it said. 

“With gratitude for the tireless efforts of  the rescue 
workers and all engaged in caring for the injured, the griev-
ing families and those left homeless, Pope Francis invokes 
upon all engaged in the massive work of  relief  and rebuild-
ing the Lord’s gifts of  strength and generous perseverance 

For tornado-stricken Kentucky communities,  
‘God is not in the disaster — but God is in the response’

(Continued on page 16)

Photo courtesy of  Susan Montalvo-Gesser 

Bishop William F. Medley of  the Diocese of  Owensboro, embraces a man while at  
St. Jerome Parish in Fancy Farm on Dec. 12, where the parish had opened its doors for 
the tornado-displaced community of  St. Joseph Parish in Mayfield to celebrate Mass.  

St. Joseph Parish was one of  many buildings in western Kentucky critically damaged in the 
tornadoes and storms during the night of  Dec. 10. 

Bishop John Iffert is asking pastors to take up a special 
collection at all Masses the weekend of  Dec. 18-19 for 
the people of  the Diocese of  Owensboro devastated  
by the Dec. 11 tornadoes. The money collected will  
be given directly to Bishop William Medley to aid in 
the recovery. 

Bishop Iffert learned from Bishop Medley via text 
message early Saturday morning, Dec. 11, that the  
tornadoes have devastated areas of  the Diocese of  
Owensboro. 

Please pray for all those suffering from this disaster.
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Celebration is in the air this academic 
year, as 2021 marks Thomas More 
University’s centennial founding anniver-
sary. A collective series of events to kick 
off the 100th anniversary of the 
University took place Sept. 11–14, which 
included the Saints football opening 
home game on the newly named 
Republic Bank Field where veterans, law 
enforcement and first responders were 
honored followed by a Rozzi’s fireworks 
display over Mary, Seat of Wisdom 
Chapel; Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption and founders day 
reception at the Covington Latin School 
next door; and Academic Convocation 
with Second Century Campaign launch.  

Saints Serve 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021, saw the inaugu-
ral Saints Serve, established as an oppor-
tunity to celebrate Thomas More’s cen-
tennial anniversary. Saints Serve embod-
ies the mission of the University to chal-
lenge students of all faiths to examine 
the ultimate meaning of life, their place 
in the world and their responsibility to 
others. 

The University collaborated with numer-
ous service organizations across the tris-
tate region, including Be Concerned, 
Brighton Center, the Children’s Home, A 
Child’s Hope, Empower Youth, Freestore 
Foodbank, Habitat for Humanity, Holy 
Spirit Pantry, Hosea House, Master 
Provisions, Matthew 25 Ministries, Parish 
Kitchen, Project Linus, Redwood, 
Welcome House, and YWCA. Over 44 
organizations benefited from more than 
2,800 service hours worked by more 
than 1,235 Saints. Aramark Dining was 
the title sponsor for Saints Serve 2021, 
providing t-shirts for volunteers and 
serving alongside University students in 
preparing sandwiches and meals for 
local organizations. 

The second annual Saints Serve will be held Fall 2022, and the University is 
already coordinating projects with local organizations. “What an amazing 
endeavor,” said University President Joseph L Chillo. “As Thomas More University 
Saints we understand an essential part of fulfilling our mission is developing a 
commitment to service. Saints Serve was an opportunity for all Saints to live our 
mission through action, by partaking in a day of giving, volunteering, and serv-
ice for those in need. Actions like this secure Thomas More’s placement as the 
region’s premier Catholic educational institution.” 

A plan to lead into the future 
In the summer of 2021, President Chillo introduced Lighting the Way — the 
University’s new five-year strategic plan. Rooted in mission, values and vision, 
the plan sets forth an ambitious agenda for students, community and the insti-
tution. Included in the strategic plan are a new Academic Center, transitioning 
The Saints Center back to its original purpose as a student union, and modifica-
tions to the Benedictine Library that will integrate the Success Center under the 
same roof, creating a highly advanced, contemporary learning commons. 

The plan also seeks to make improvements to athletic facilities after the Great 

Midwest Athletic Conference unani-
mously approved, in August 2021, a 
provisional membership for Thomas 
More University; paving the way to 
apply for entry into NCAA Division II 
athletics in 2022. 

“As we begin our second century 
from a position of growth and 
strength, it is only right that we move 
forward with a bold and ambitious 
strategic plan centered on student 
success, academic innovation, and 
responsible stewardship,” states 
President Chillo. “Furthermore, with 
the support of the Second Century 
Campaign we are on the path 
towards a future of continued 
growth and prosperity.”   

The Second Century Campaign: It’s 
Time for More 
The new strategic plan is bolstered 
by the largest capital campaign in 
University history, the Second 
Century Campaign: It’s Time for 
More, featuring a $30 million cam-
paign goal to solidify Thomas More 
University’s commitment to student 
success, academic innovation and 
responsible stewardship seeking to 
elevate Thomas More University’s vis-
ibility and stature in the global com-
munity as the region’s premier 
Catholic University. Prior to the cam-
paign’s public announcement, the 
University had already secured over 
$15.7 million toward its $30 million 
goal. All members of the Board of 
Trustees, over 60 major gift donors, 
and 30 individuals have enrolled in 
the Centennial Society — pledging 
$1,921 a year over five years — 
enabling the Second Century 
Campaign to launch with unprece-
dented support. Benefits from these 

donations alone account for 12 new endowed scholarships, marking these 
financial levels the highest ever achieved to date for the institution. 

Thomas More also saw an outpouring of community support for the campaign 
on Giving Tuesday — a day of giving for non-profits around the world — with 
111 supporters donating a total of $117,645 to the University. The Thomas More 
University Board of Trustees graciously agreed to match dollar-for-dollar all 
donations received in support of Giving Tuesday, up to $100,000, bringing the 
total raised to an astonishing $217,645. 

“By harnessing the transformational power of education, the ultimate goal of 
Thomas More University is to exponentially build upon the pillars of success 
achieved in the previous century, continue the tradition of a Catholic, values-
based education, and provide a future of success for our students, community 
and the world as a whole,” said President Chillo. “With the security of our 
Second Century Campaign: It’s Time for More and the guidance of our strategic 
plan — Lighting the Way, Thomas More University will indeed be illuminating 
the future.” 

For more information about the Second Century Campaign, visit www.thomas-
more100.com. 

It’s time for more at Thomas More University

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.

For 100 years, Thomas More has  

created a university for the student 

who wants to Be More, Do More, 

Seek More, Win More, Achieve 

More, and Create More. 

Since its founding in 1921, Thomas 

More has provided a mission-driven, 

liberal arts education that is based  

in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. 

Serving more than 2,000 students, 

Thomas More aspires to be the  

premier Catholic university in the 

Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky region, 

to build upon the #1 ranking for  

long term gain in Kentucky (2019 

Georgetown study) and share with 

this generation the transformative 

power of the Thomas More  

experience. 

Find out more, visit 

thomasmore.edu.

A series of events kicked-off the 100th anniversary of Thomas More University, Sept. 11–14. (top) A 
Rozzi’s fireworks display over Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel honoring veterans, law enforcement and 
first responders completed the Saints football season opener on the newly named Republic Bank 
Field. (bottom) On founders day, Bishop Roger Foys celebrated Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington. (center) The inaugural Saints Serve day was held challenging students to 
examine the ultimate meaning of life, their place in the world and their responsibility to others.
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COMMENTARY

Prepare the way of the Lord
Somewhere along the way, I happened upon a clear 

and resounding reminder that there is much more to 
Christmas than presents, parties, ribbons and bows. 

Dr. R. Jared Staudt, the 
director of  formation for 
the Offices of  
Evangelization and 
Catholic Schools of  the 
Archdiocese of  Denver, 
beautifully summed up 
the “Christmas thing,” in 
this way: “The Church cel-
ebrates Advent as a time 
of  preparation for the 
birth of  Christ. It is not as 
old as Lent, ‘the great fast’ 
to prepare for Easter and 
the initiation of  new con-
verts at the vigil, but arose 

at least by the fifth century. The logic of  Advent and Lent 
is that major events take preparation and in this case, we 
are preparing our souls to receive the grace of  the great 
feasts of  the Church.” 

Dr. Staudt goes on: “Already in a few days, I’ve heard it 
a few times that Advent is not like Lent; it is not a time of  
penance. In fact, Advent rose as a mini-Lent — a time of  
preparation that included fasting and penance. Every 
major feast traditionally had a period of  time, or at least 
a day, of  abstinence and penance to prepare for it. If  we 
hold that Advent is not a time of  penance we close our 
eyes to the past.” 

The good doctor continues his eye-opening treatment 
of  Advent with this explanation of  the history of  Advent 
in detail contained in “The Liturgical Year,” a great work, 

he insists, written by Venerable Prosper Gueranger: “The 
name Advent (from the Latin word Adventus, which sig-
nifies a coming) is applied, in the Latin Church, to that 
period of  the year during which the Church requires the 
faithful to prepare for the celebration of  Christmas, the 
anniversary of  the birth of  Jesus Christ. The mystery of  
that great day had every right to the honor of  being pre-
pared for by prayer and works of  penance. We must look 
to Advent in two different lights: first, as a time of  prepa-
ration, properly so called, for the birth of  our Savior, by 
works of  penance; and secondly, as a series of  ecclesiasti-
cal Offices drawn up for the same purpose.” 

Dr. Staudt continues; “Advent is a time of  extra prayer 
and penance for the faithful, as well as a liturgical season 
which guides us in our preparation.” Also, not to be a 
killjoy, but rather, in this writer’s opinion, to wake us up 
with a clear, straightforward mind-jogger, he offers; “The 
commercialization of  the Christmas season tempts us to 
celebrate throughout Advent. Simply withholding the 
partying until the Christmas season would be a great 
penance in itself ! If  we took the preparation of  Advent 
more seriously, it would radically transform our experi-
ence of  Christmas and would be a great opportunity for 
spiritual renewal. If  we say ‘no’ to our desires a little 
more and take some extra time for prayer, we can recap-
ture the original purpose of  Advent to take a step back 
and withdraw from our attachments so that we can 
receive the gift that the Lord wants to give us at his 
Nativity.” 

I can’t argue with that, can you? All of  the above being 
said is, in my opinion, important, well and good. 

May I also suggest that the true magic of  Advent and 
Christmas may be summarized in one word — reconcilia-
tion. Time flies, but much can happen, change and devel-

op in one’s life during the fleeting days between 
Christmases. I don’t know about you, but I, for one, have 
experienced quite a few “dents in my fenders,” during 
those days, if  you know what I mean. 

For example, maybe there has been too much attention 
and insistence given to my way instead of  God’s way. 
Sound familiar? Perhaps I have not recognized and placed 
enough emphasis upon God’s constant presence and sup-
port. And yes, I must admit lapses in taking advantage of  
perfect opportunities for daily prayer, petitioning our 
Lord’s blessings and direction. How can I forget from 
time to time that our Triune God, our Mother Mary, heav-
en’s saints and my guardian angel are never too busy to 
listen to me? God keeps promises. 

What does all this have to do with reconciliation? 
Plenty! God loves us like none-other and created us to be 
with him in heaven forever. I learned this in second 
grade, thank goodness. Our lapses, shortcomings, sins 
and assorted human failings may jeopardize our relation-
ship with our all-loving, all-forgiving creator. I confidently 
presume that many biblical scholars, spiritual advisers 
and confessors alike would agree that Christmas time is a 
superb and special period for seeking reconciliation with 
God. 

Briefly returning to Dr. Staudt, he strongly suggests 
that Advent is a time of  preparation and penance and an 
open door for reconciliation. Please consider this beauti-
ful assurance from holy Scripture: “All this is from God 
who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of  reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:18). 

Therefore, reconcile and be glad. 
No. Rejoice! Merry Christmas. 
Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 

the Diocese of  Covington.
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Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY

From Garmisch-Partenkirchen 1936 to Beijing 2022
In July 2016, as we were sitting on the fantail of  the 

Swiss sidewheeler Rhone while she chugged across Lake 
Geneva, my host pointed out the city of  Lausanne, where 
a massive, glass-bedecked curvilinear building was shim-

mering in the summer sun. 
“Isn’t that the headquarters 
of  the International 
Olympic Committee?” I 
asked. When my friend 
replied in the affirmative, I 
said, “I thought I smelled 
it.” 

That rank odor — the 
stench of  greed overpower-
ing the solidarity the 
Olympics claim to repre-
sent — has intensified 
recently. 

Even the casual student 
of  modern Olympic history 
knows about the August 
1936 Berlin Games, at 

which America’s Jesse Owens, a black man, took four 
gold medals and trashed Hitler’s Aryan supremacy myth. 
Fewer may be aware that, in February that year, the 
Olympic Winter Games were held in the Bavarian town of  
Garmisch-Partenkirchen. How, we ask today, could two 
Olympics be held in the Third Reich? How could people 
not know? 

There was some controversy about holding the sum-
mer and winter Olympics under Nazi auspices. But in 
1936, the German situation was not as comprehensively 
ghastly as it would become in later years. Yes, the Dachau 
concentration camp for political prisoners had opened in 
March 1933, and the Nuremberg Laws banning Jews from 
German citizenship and prohibiting marriage between 

Jews and “Aryans” had been enacted in 1935. The horrors 
of  the Kristallnacht pogrom in November 1938 were two 
years in the future, however, and the satanic Wannsee 
Conference to plan the “Final Solution” to the “Jewish 
Question” would come six years later. Clear-minded peo-
ple ought to have discerned some of  the implications of  
the Nuremberg Laws. But the industrialized mass slaugh-
ter of  millions, simply because they were children of  
Abraham, was beyond the imagination of  virtually every-
one. 

Hitler and his thugs temporarily behaved themselves 
(sort of) in the run-up to the Garmisch-Partenkirchen and 
Berlin Olympics. And the International Olympic 
Committee could salve whatever conscience it had in 
those days and proceed with the games. 

The IOC has no excuses today, two months before the 
XXIV Olympic Winter Games open in Beijing. Because 
today, everyone knows. 

Anyone paying the slightest attention to world affairs 
knows what the Xi Jinping regime is doing in China. It is 
carrying out a brutal campaign of  cultural genocide 
against the Uyghurs, herding over a million of  them into 
re-education camps where torture is not uncommon. 

It has abrogated human rights in Hong Kong and 
imprisoned pro-democracy leaders there, including my 
friend Jimmy Lai (a brave Catholic still awaiting a public 
word of  support from the Vatican). 

Xi’s regime conducts massive, continuous surveillance 
of  its own people, in history’s most draconian effort at 
Orwellian social control; last month, for example, 
Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai disappeared for days after 
charging on social media that she’d been raped by a high 
Chinese communist party official. China is saber-rattling 
throughout its neighborhood and constantly threatens 
Taiwan. 

And does any sane person believe the Chinese govern-

ment is telling the full truth about China’s relationship to 
a pandemic that has, to date, killed 5.5 million people 
worldwide, massively disrupted the world economy, and 
created untold social and mental distress everywhere? 

The reductio ad Hitlerum is a cheap rhetorical device 
to be avoided. So, let’s just say that holding the Olympic 
Winter Games in Beijing in February 2022 will be an 
obscenity. There are no excuses this time. The informa-
tion culture of  1936 was nothing like today’s transparent 
world; in 1936, the truth about Nazi Germany was, if  not 
hidden, then less glaringly apparent than it would be 
today. Everyone knows what is going on in Xi Jinping’s 
China. To proceed as if  that knowledge can be bracketed 
for a few weeks is gross moral cowardice. 

Some months ago, I signed a petition asking the IOC to 
move the XXIV Olympic Winter Games from China. That 
is not going to happen. What, then, can be done? Make Xi 
Jinping and his techno-thugocracy pay for all the atten-
tion their country will get during the games. 

The world media should shine a spotlight on China’s 
human rights abuses, its draconian methods of  social 
monitoring and its religious intolerance. Athletes from 
free countries should be supported by their national 
Olympic committees if, as they ought, they speak out in 
solidarity with the Uyghurs in concentration camps, with 
persecuted Christians throughout China, and with the 
hard-pressed human rights and democracy activists of  
Hong Kong. 

The IOC bosses will squeal. Let them. Exposing their 
craven kowtowing would nicely complement publicizing 
communist China’s brutality before the world. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE
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COMMENTARY

Why come to church?
Some of  us have become accustomed to staying away 

from Mass on Sunday due to the COVID-19 situation. 
Although now that everything else seems to have 

returned to normal, some 
seem to have gotten out of  
the habit of  coming to 
church on Sunday. They 
seem to be asking the 
question, “Why come back 
to church?” 

If  asked that question 
most of  us would say 
something about the 
importance of  the Mass 
and receiving Holy 
Communion, or that Jesus 
is present. 

The Church is a com-
munity of  disciples of  
Jesus. As humans we 
depend on the community. 

We need each other to survive. We need to be in commu-
nity for our physical and emotional health. In the Gospel 
story of  the healing of  the paralytic we learn the impor-
tance of  the community for our spiritual health as well. 

In each of  the synoptic Gospels we read the story of  
the healing of  the paralytic. In Mark’s Gospel we read 

that four men lowered the paralytic on a stretcher 
through the roof. Mark says that Jesus saw their faith 
and healed the paralytic. That man was unable to 
approach Jesus without their help. The faith of  his 
friends saved him. 

There are times in our own lives when we need help 
too. Times when we feel that God has forgotten us, when 
we feel that he isn’t hearing our prayers or when we are 
struggling with our faith. At times like these we depend 
on the prayers and support of  our fellow disciples to get 
us back on track. 

There are times, too, when we see a member of  the 
Church struggling. It is then that we step up to offer our 
prayers as well as our love and support to them. 

It is in the Church community that we are Jesus to 
one another, where we continue the work Jesus started 
and asks us to continue. In the Church we meet Jesus in 
the Eucharist, and in each other. 

As we approach the Christmas season, let’s encourage 
those who we used to see at Mass but haven’t yet returned 
— our family, neighbors or friends. We need to invite 
them to return and join us. Maybe some just need to be 
asked. 

Deacon Michael Keller is assigned to St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, Carrollton, and Transfiguration 
Mission, Perry Park.

From bugs to realization:  
The ‘Laudato Si Action Plan’

Celebrating the 
Nativity of the Lord

It’s been my experience that it takes time for ideas or 
even truths to sink in. I personally was jolted to reality 
about our need to care for God’s creation in new and seri-

ous ways when someone 
brought bugs to my atten-
tion. That’s right — bugs. 

As a young driver I 
experienced small bugs 
zapping the windshield of  
my old Chevy throughout 
the summer as I drove. It 
was a nuisance to clean 
them off  at least twice a 
week. A few years ago I 
realized after prompting 
that this phenomenon had 
stopped. The bugs weren’t 
any more — at least not 
many. What happened to 
them? 

In 2015 Pope Francis 
wrote the encyclical 

“Laudato Si” calling all Catholics and people of  good will 
to care for “our common home.” Whose common home? 
The Canticle of  Daniel explains that: everything that 
grows on the Earth, seas and rivers, dolphins and all water 
creatures, all creatures wild and tame, all people of  hum-
ble heart — all of  these and more “Praise the Lord!” When 
one begins to realize that Earth is home to much more 
than human beings and that all creation, by its very exis-
tence, praises God — a shift in thought begins to happen. 
Everything is precious — even my pesky bugs. 

At its General Chapter of  2018 the Sisters of  Divine 
Providence took “Laudato Si” in hand. Sisters from each 
area of  the world spoke of  what they were witnessing in 
terms of  the sickness of  our earth and also what was hap-
pening to make it healthy again. In embracing our 
Providence spirituality and God’s loving care for every-
thing he created, among other things, we called ourselves 
to action centered on care for the earth — our common 
home. 

We in the Province of  the United States took that rec-
ommendation to heart. We completed a two-year study of  
“Laudato Si” with sharings in small groups and in the 
larger community. Attempting to live the values of  the 
encyclical, we are trying to “embrace our rightful place in 
the “order and dynamism” that our Creator ordained, and 
we urgently embark on new ways of  living with “creativi-
ty and enthusiasm” (LS 221, 220). We have made a commit-
ment to participating in the Laudato Si Action Platform. 
This Vatican-led initiative has as its goal to help Catholic 

institutions, communities and families to reflect and to 
take action to address the socio-ecological crisis of  our 
world today. 

Since some of  our sisters minister in the Archdiocese 
of  Cincinnati, they made us aware of  the archdiocese’s 
Catholic Social Action Office and its challenge to its 
parishes, schools and religious communities to become 
Laudato Si Communities. We chose to apply to become a 
Laudato Si Community by educating ourselves on its 
responsibilities and benefits and committing ourselves to 
closely examining our province property and resources. 
Making the necessary changes which benefit the earth — 
both on the province and the local community level. 

Just recently the province was designated a Laudato Si 
Community. But it doesn’t stop there. Each of  us is com-
mitted to do our little “bit” wherever we work, and we are 
committed to educate in any way we can about a Care for 
Creation Program in our work and parish environments. 

I am blessed to work in the country. Every day as I drive 
to work I see the beautiful Ohio on my left. Next to it, 
depending on the season, the flood plain is filled with corn 
growing, or the stalks bent over after harvesting or barren 
land waiting for spring planting or maybe spring floods. 
As I head up the hill, I come to 12 Mile Creek on my left 
providing drinking water for the deer. Then I turn onto the 
short road that leads to the top of  the hill where our parish 
is perched. 

Before I enter the building I always turn around and 
see the rolling hills of  Kentucky and often cows grazing on 
one of  them. A quote from Pope Francis from “Laudato Si” 
comes to mind, “Once we start to think about the kind of  
world we are leaving to future generations we look at 
things differently; we realize that the world is a gift which 
we have freely received and must share with others. Since 
the world has been given to us we can no longer view reali-
ty in a purely utilitarian way … the world we have 
received also belongs to those who will follow us” (LS 159). 

Each of  us CDP Sisters has found simple ways to care 
for creation. We’ve cut down on the use of  plastics, we 
recycle as much as possible, we use cloth bags while shop-
ping, some have started composting and we have started to 
buy hybrid cars. There’s always something to do to care for 
creation. 

If  your family, parish, school, or institution is interest-
ed in learning more about the Laudato Si Action Plan, con-
tact Divine Providence Sister Kay Kramer at 
kkramer@cdpkentucky.org. The CDPs would be privileged 
to help you. 

Divine Providence Sister Lynn Stenken is director of  
Religious Education at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 
California, Ky.

The readings for the Fourth Sunday of  Advent — 
Cycle C are: Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10; and Luke 
1:39-45. 

… so we may press forward all the more eagerly 
to the worthy celebration of  the mystery 
of  your Son’s Nativity. 
In the last few years I have found myself  making a dis-

tinction between celebrat-
ing Christmas and cele-
brating the birth of  Jesus. 
I see more and more peo-
ple celebrating what I call 
“Christmas,” with quotes, 
meaning the observance 
of  a holiday without 
focusing on the birth of  
Jesus. Santa and reindeer 
have all but replaced 
nativity scenes in people’s 
yard displays, and more 
people know the words to 
Jingle Bells than to Silent 
Night. 

This is not a “keep 
Christ in Christmas” rant, nor a condemnation of  any-
one. This is my concern that even Catholic families are 
losing, or have lost, sight of  the significance of  this festi-
val. And if  we lose sight of  that, Christmas becomes an 
empty and mostly worthless feast day. Listen to this from 
Isaiah (29:13): 

“Since this people draws near with words only 
and honors me with their lips alone, 
though their hearts are far from me, 
And their reverence for me has become 
routine observance of  the precepts of  men . . .” 
There is no condemnation here, either from Isaiah or 

from me, but a caution that when we pay more attention 
to the outer expressions of  a feast than to its core mean-
ing, we end up losing our connection to God. Unless 
Christmas is primarily a celebration of  the birth of  our 
Savior and the beginning of  our salvation, all the lights, 
trees, visiting, food and gift-giving in the world becomes 
“routine observance of  the precepts of  men,” and neither 
brings us closer to God nor brings the Good News to the 
world. 

My second concern is for the world. If  we lose sight of  
the meaning of  Christmas, what good are we to the 
world? “If  salt loses its flavor …?” Not only do we need to 
celebrate a true Christmas, but the world needs to redis-
cover it from us. 

Throughout Advent, the Church tries to help us keep 
focused, with the words of  her liturgical prayers: 

“. . . that we, your servants, may come, as we desire, to 
celebrate the great mystery of  the Incarnation of  your 
Only Begotten Son.” (Collect, Monday First Week of  
Advent) 

“O God, who see how your people faithfully await the 
feast of  the Lord’s Nativity . . .” (Collect, Third Sunday of  
Advent) 

“So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the 
Redeemer’s coming in the flesh . . .” (Solemn Blessing, 
Third Sunday of  Advent) 

“O God, Creator and Redeemer of  human nature, who 
willed that your Word should take flesh in an ever-virgin 
womb . . .” (Collect, Friday Third Week of  Advent) 

Can Christians not have trees or family suppers or 
exchange presents? Can we not string our houses with 
lights? Of  course we can, but these things, at one time, 
flowed from our understanding of  what Jesus’ birth 
means to us, and expressed that understanding. 
Whatever their pagan or other origins, evergreens 
expressed our steadfast hope in God in the midst of  the 
troubles of  this earthly life; lights expressed the “light 
coming into the world”; gift-giving was our response to, 
and imitation of, God the giver of  our Savior. 

I would like to offer some suggestions on what we can 
do to remind ourselves of  what we celebrate, and possi-

Deacon Michael Keller

BELIEVE, TEACH, 
PRACTICE

Sister Lynn Stenken, 
C.D.P.

VIEWPOINT

Father Stephen Bankemper

GO AND GLORIFY

(Continued on page 19)
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Christmas Eve -  
Friday Dec. 24 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Cristo Rey, Florence** 

 

4 p.m. 

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright; All 
Saints, Walton;  
St. Augustine, Covington;  
St. Barbara, Erlanger;  
St. Bernard, Dayton; Blessed 
Sacrament, Ft. Mitchell;  
St. Cecilia, Independence;  
St. Francis Xavier, Falmouth; 
St. Henry, Elsmere; Holy 
Spirit, Newport; Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Burlington; 
St. John the Evangelist, 
Carrollton; St. Joseph, Cold 
Spring; Mary, Queen of 
Heaven, Erlanger; St. Pius X, 
Edgewood; St. Thomas,  
Ft. Thomas; St. Timothy, 
Union 

 

4:30 p.m. 

St. Augustine, Augusta;  
St. Benedict, Covington;  
St. Catherine of Siena, Ft. 
Thomas; Holy Cross, Latonia; 
St. Mary of the Assumption, 
Alexandria; Mother of God, 
Covington; St. Patrick, Taylor 
Mill*; St. Philip, Melbourne; 
St. William, Williamstown 

 

 

5 p.m. 

St. Anthony, Taylor Mill*;  
Sts. Boniface & James, 
Ludlow; St. Edward Mission, 
Owenton; St. John the 
Evangelist, Covington;  
St. Joseph, Camp Springs;  
St. Paul, Florence; Sts. Peter 
and Paul, California; St. Rose 
of Lima, Mays Lick;  
St. Therese, Southgate 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington; 
Divine Mercy, Bellevue; St. 
Edward, Cynthiana 

 

6 p.m. 

St. Barbara, Erlanger; Blessed 
Sacrament, Ft. Mitchell; Holy 
Spirit, Newport; Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Burlington; 
St. John Mission, Dividing 
Ridge; St. John the 
Evangelist, Carrollton; St. 
Joseph, Cold Spring; Mary, 
Queen of Heaven, Erlanger; 
St. Matthew, Kenton; Our 
Savior, Covington; St. Pius X, 
Edgewood 

 

6:30 p.m. 

St. James, Brooksville;  
St. Timothy, Union 

 

7 p.m. 

Cristo Rey, Florence**;  

St. Paul, Florence;  
St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas 

 

8 p.m. 

St. John the Evangelist, 
Carrollton**; St. Patrick, 
Taylor Mill 

 

9 p.m. 

St. Charles Borromeo, 
Flemingsburg; St. Therese, 
Southgate 

 

9:30 p.m. 

St. Ann Mission, Covington 

 

10 p.m. 

All Saints, Walton;  
St. Anthony, Taylor Mill;  
St. Barbara, Erlanger; Blessed 
Sacrament, Ft. Mitchell;  
St. Cecilia, Independence;  
St. Henry, Elsmere; Holy 
Cross, Latonia; St. Joseph, 
Warsaw; St. Mary of the 
Assumption, Alexandria;  
St. Matthew, Kenton; St. Pius 
X, Edgewood; St. Timothy, 
Union; St. William, 
Williamstown 

 

10:30 p.m. 

St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas 

 

11 p.m. 

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright;  

St. John the Evangelist, 
Carrollton; St. Joseph, Cold 
Spring; Sts. Peter and Paul, 
California 

 

11:30 p.m. 

St. Philip, Melbourne 

 

Christmas Day -  
Saturday Dec. 25 

 

Midnight 

St. Augustine, Augusta; St. 
Augustine, Covington; St. 
Bernard, Dayton; Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington; St. Catherine of 
Siena, Ft. Thomas; St. 
Edward, Cynthiana; St. 
Francis Xavier, Falmouth; 
Holy Cross, Latonia***; 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Burlington; St. Joseph, Camp 
Springs; Mary, Queen of 
Heaven, Erlanger; St. Paul, 
Florence 

 

8 a.m. 

St. Henry, Elsmere; St. 
Joseph, Cold Spring; Mary, 
Queen of Heaven, Erlanger; 
St. Pius X, Edgewood; St. 
Therese, Southgate 

 

8:30 a.m. 

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright;  
St. John Mission, Dividing 
Ridge 

9 a.m. 

Blessed Sacrament,  
Ft. Mitchell; St. Francis 
Xavier, Falmouth; Holy Cross, 
Latonia; Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, Burlington; St. Mary 
of the Assumption, 
Alexandria; St. Matthew, 
Kenton; St. Paul, Florence; 
St. Philip, Melbourne; St. 
Rose of Lima, Mays Lick 

 

9:15 a.m. 

St. Bernard, Dayton 

 

9:30 a.m. 

All Saints, Walton; Sts. 
Boniface & James, Ludlow; 
St. Cecilia, Independence; St. 
John the Evangelist, 
Carrollton; Mother of God, 
Covington; St. Thomas, Ft. 
Thomas; St. Timothy, Union 

 

10 a.m. 

St. Anthony, Taylor Mill;  
St. Augustine, Augusta;  
St. Augustine, Covington;  
St. Barbara, Erlanger;  
St. Benedict, Covington; 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington;  
St. Catherine of Siena,  
Ft. Thomas; St. Edward, 
Cynthiana; St. Henry, 
Elsmere; Holy Spirit, 
Newport; St. John the 
Evangelist, Covington;  
St. Joseph, Camp Springs;  

St. Joseph, Cold Spring;  
St. Joseph, Warsaw; Mary, 
Queen of Heaven, Erlanger; 
St. Patrick, Taylor Mill;  
Sts. Peter and Paul, 
California; St. Pius X, 
Edgewood 

 

10:30 a.m. 

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright;  
St. William, Williamstown 

 

11 a.m. 

All Saints, Walton; Blessed 
Sacrament, Ft. Mitchell;  
St. Charles Borromeo, 
Flemingsburg; Divine Mercy, 
Bellevue; Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, Burlington; St. Mary 
of the Assumption, 
Alexandria; St. Therese, 
Southgate 

 

11:30 a.m. 

Mother of God, Covington; 
St. Timothy, Union 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Cristo Rey, Florence**  

 

*Children’s Liturgy 

**Spanish 

***Candlelight Mass

Christmas Mass Schedule 2021

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Wishing you a harmonious holiday 
filled with peace, love and joy. 

We appreciate your patronage  
and will stay in tune with your needs 

for years to come.

7827 Alexandria Pike • Alexandria, KY 

(859) 635-1756
www.drdansheridan.com 

The Diocese of  Covington is sponsoring a pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2023 in 
Lisbon, Portugal, for youth and young adults, ages 16 and up. Our shepherd, Bishop John 
Iffert, is hoping to join us along with a few priests from the diocese.  

Our youth, young adults, and their chaperones will have the opportunity to grow in 
faith and experience the universality of  the Catholic Church in the presence of  our Holy 

Father, Pope Francis, and alongside millions of  young 
Catholics from around the world. Along with WYD festivi-
ties, the pilgrimage includes several days spent in service to 
the local diocese of  Lisbon. 

The cost is $3,400 per person and includes roundtrip air-
fare, transportation, lodging (within walking distance of  
main events), meals, tours and a day trip to the Sanctuary 
of  Our Lady of  Fatima. 

If  you are interested in attending, leading a group, or 
making donations to help the youth of  our diocese attend 
this powerful experience, contact Isaak Abraham Isaak at 
(859) 392-1500, ext. 1529 or iisaak@covdio.org. 

You’re invited 
— Life’s a Ball 

Event 

Feb. 12, 2022, 

Airport Marriott, 

Hebron 

Cost $70 per person. 

Contact Faye Roch, 

director, Pro-Life 

Office 

(859) 392-1500, 

froch@covdio.org

Join us for World Youth Day 2023

The Diocese of Covington’s 27th annual live nativity 
scene is up at St.Pius X Parish, Edgewood. The crib 
blessing will be Dec. 18 after the 4:30 p.m. Mass. Families, 
friends, groups and organizations are welcome to partici-
pate as actors, actresses to bring the events of  Christ’s 
birth to life Dec.18–23, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Choirs are welcome 
to add their gift of  music; students can earn service 
hours for their participation. For scheduling a group or 
family call Doug Eifert, 384-3689 or e-mail 
dkeifert@twc.com. 

St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky is hosting two 
coat distributions in Northern Kentucky: Dec. 18, 9 a.m.–
12 p.m. at the Life Learning Center, Covington and Cristo 
Rey Parish, Florence. Volunteers needed, contact Mark 
Bradley at 426-2649 or mark.bradley@svdpnky.org. 

Bishop Brossart High School students will be performing 
numerous songs, some of  which are Christmas songs, 
Dec. 19, 1 p.m., Munninghoff  Performing Arts Theatre. 
This concert is free and all are welcome. 

The Pro-Life Office is organizing a trip to 
Washington, D.C., for the Annual March for Life, 
which will take place Jan. 21. Included in the trip is 
round-trip airfare, one night’s hotel accommodation and 
ground transportation to and from the airport and hotel. 
Limited seating available. Depart late morning, Jan. 20; 
return evening Jan. 21. Cost per person, double occupan-
cy room is $412. Rooms are also available for those provid-
ing their own transportation. The Marriott Metro Center 
is located centrally in downtown Washington, D.C. Cost of  
room: $210. Limited availability. Contact Peggy Piccola in 
the Pro-Life office, at 392-1500 or ppicola@covdio.org.  

The NKU Catholic Newman Club Knights of Columbus 
have weekly meetings Tuesdays, 6 p.m., at the Newman 
Center. Contact manzos1@mymail.nku.edu if  you’re a 
Catholic man interested in joining. 

Do you have family or a friend in jail or prison? Are 
you looking for a safe, welcoming community where you 
will be accepted without judgement? Come to Catholic 
Charities, Latonia, the 3rd Tuesday of  the month from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Questions, contact Dave Capella at dcapel-
la@covingtoncharities.org or (859) 581-8974 ext. 117. 

Pen Pals and crafters 
The third-grade students in Krista Schoulties’ class at St. 
Joseph School, Cold Spring have a pen pal — Sister Mary 
Margaret Agnes, a retired Sister of  Notre Dame. The stu-
dents each write their own personal letter to Sister telling 
her about their lives and she writes each individual student 
back. Recently, Sister Mary Margaret visited the third grade 
class bringing an ornament craft for them to make.

Rugby champions 
Thomas More Rugby program won its first-ever champi-
onship. Thomas More University’s rugby team defeated 
Adrian College to secure the title of  NCRA Division II 
National Champions, Dec. 12, in Houston, Texas.
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Tom Ziegler 
Staff  writer 

Long before daylight, on a rainy and windy morning, a 
celebration of  joy, warmth and excitement was taking 
place inside the church of  Cristo Rey, Florence. The cele-
bration of  Las Mañanitas was erupting inside. 
Parishioners gathered at 5 a.m. to take part in these festiv-
ities — live music, hundreds of  people singing and flowers 
being set at the foot of  a shrine for Our Lady of  Guadalupe. 

While many in the United States are unfamiliar with 
this celebration, Las Mañanitas is one of  the most impor-
tant religious celebrations for the Catholic Hispanic com-
munity. 

This annual event held in dedication of  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe begins with a pre-dawn parade and/or serenad-
ing followed by Mass. Our Lady of  Guadalupe’s feast day is 
Sunday December 12. Las Mañanitas is a traditional cere-
mony for Our Lady on the vigil of  her feast day.  Our Lady 
of  Guadalupe is the patron saint of  Mexico, and the feast 
day marks her appearance to St. Juan Diego in the hills of  
Tepeyac in the 1500s. St. Juan Diego’s feast day is celebrat-
ed Dec 9.     

On Dec. 9, 1531, the Blessed Mother, Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, appeared to him on Tepeyac Hill, located on 
the outskirts of  what is now Mexico City. The Blessed 
Mother asked Juan Diego to build a shrine in her name on 
Tepeyac, but the Bishop did not believe Juan Diego, asking 
him to prove this appearance with a sign. Juan Diego 
retuned to the hill where the Blessed Mother had appeared 
to him. There she asked him to climb to the top of  the hill. 
At the top of  Tepeyac, Juan Diego found roses flowering in 
the middle of  winter. This was the proof  presented to the 
Bishop, and when Juan Diego opened his mantle contain-
ing the roses, an image of  the Blessed Mother appeared 
with them. 

According to the article, “Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin” 
on the Vatican.va website, “The miraculous image, which 
is preserved in the Basilica of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe, 
shows a woman with native features and dress. She is sup-
ported by an angel whose wings are reminiscent of  one of  
the major gods of  the traditional religion of  that area. The 
moon is beneath her feet and her blue mantle is covered 
with gold stars. The black girdle about her waist signifies 
that she is pregnant. Thus, the image graphically depicts 
the fact that Christ is to be ‘born’ again among the peoples 
of  the New World and is a message as relevant to the ‘New 
World’ today as it was during the lifetime of  Juan Diego.” 

This connection between Juan Diego and Our Lady of  
Guadalupe created the Las Mañanitas tradition. Flowers 
placed in front of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe’s shrine, usually 

roses, represent the flowers that Juan Diego delivered to 
the Bishop after plucking them from the ground. 

Cristo Rey’s Las Mañanitas celebration went on 
throughout the morning. The band led the serenading of  
Our Lady of  Guadalupe. A shrine of  Our Lady of  

Guadalupe with the Mexican flag was placed at the front of  
the church and parishioners placed flowers in front of  the 
shrine as chants, prayers and songs continued throughout 
the morning. Las Mañanitas ended with Mass later that 
day completing the feast day tradition. 

Our Lady’s early morning serenade at Cristo Rey Parish

Parishioner of  Cristo Rey, Florence, kneels in front of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe shrine.  

The Savior  
   of the world has come. 
Rejoice and be glad!

5 Coordinator Drive 
Erlanger, Kentucky 41018

Ziegler photo



Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

American Heritage Girls earned their St. Joseph 
Patches during the Year of  St. Joseph. In his apostolic let-
ter, “Patris Corde,” Pope Francis dedicated the time from 

Dec. 8, 2020 to Dec. 8, 2021 as the Year of  St. Joseph. This 
commemorated the 150th anniversary of  the proclamation 
of  St. Joseph as patron of  the Universal Church. To recog-
nize this year dedicated to the foster father of  Jesus, the 
AHG developed a program through which scouts could 

earn a St. Joseph Patch. This program educated 
American Heritage Girls and Catholic Youth 
groups who participated, on how St. Joseph’s 
joyful obedience and unwavering protection 
were a display of  reverence and loyalty. The St. 
Joseph Patch program offered different activi-
ties for various age groups to complete.   

The American Heritage Girls troop at St. 
Timothy Parish, Union, took the time this year 
to earn their St. Joseph patches and learn about 
the great saint. 

“Working on the St. Joseph patch was a great 
opportunity to talk about one of  the greatest 

saints, St. Joseph,” said Cecelia Reynolds, Troop coordina-
tor, in an e-mail.  “The girls all knew he was Jesus’ foster 
father, but many did not know that he was the patron of  
the Universal Church or that he had appeared in different 
apparitions.” 

The girls are ages 5-12 and completed activities based on 
their age and experience to earn the patch. The troop has 
about 5-6 girls who earned the patch and are working on 
other AHG NCC national faith awards. The AHG NCC 
Catholic Faith awards are made available for girls ages 6-
18.
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Father Jordan Hainsey 
Messenger contributor 

On the Solemnity of  the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 
8, the Church formally closed the Year of  St. Joseph, end-
ing the 150th anniversary celebration of  Pope Blessed Pius 
IX’s declaration of  St. Joseph as patron of  the Universal 
Church. The point of  the year was simple: to highlight 
Joseph the man and Joseph the saint as a powerful inter-
cessor for the Church and her faithful. 

Feast days, prayers, reflections, devotions and activities 
were coordinated throughout the diocese to stir the hearts 
of  the faithful around the foster father of  Jesus. For many 
it was an opportunity to engage a saint who is present 
throughout so many of  our churches through sacred art, 
but often overlooked. A traveling relic of  the cloak of  St. 
Joseph throughout diocesan parishes invited the faithful 
to experience relic devotion perhaps for the first time — to 
experience Joseph in a concrete, tangible way.  

The whole of  this anniversary year took place against 
the backdrop of  the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. It also 
took place amidst the ebbs and flows we all experience: 
political upheaval, the death of  loved ones, the loss of  jobs 
and broken relationships. But how appropriate that we 
would all journey with Joseph in these days and experi-
ences. 

This past year-and-a-half  is likely the closest we will 
come to knowing the first Christmas in Bethlehem. This 
past year-and-a-half  is when nothing went according to 
plan. The same was true for Mary and Joseph — nothing 
seemed to go the way they had hoped, but God was born 
right there, in the middle of  it all. 

Joseph was not sure how God’s plan would unfold, but he 
trusted and kept going. Mary was a pregnant teenager who 
had to travel and spend weeks with her new husband’s fam-
ily and try to explain to them who the father was. 

And, at different points, an angel came on the scene and 
told each of  them not to be afraid — but a lot of  good that 

did. The angel didn’t have to walk nearly 100 
miles, meet the parents, stay in a cave, or care 
for a newborn baby. Angels also don’t have to 
worry about the future and deal with real life. 

But God did in Jesus. This is the mystery of  
the Incarnation. 

The best way for God to show his love for us 
was to become one of  us, in the midst of  the 
imperfect world of  real life. Jesus knew what it 
was like to be afraid and to be loved. God, the 
creator of  the universe, chose to be born as a 
human being and enter the ordinary — “to tear 
open the heavens and come down.” This was the 
divine plan all along. A plan Mary and Joseph 
found themselves right there in the middle of. 

The year of  St. Joseph may have ended, but 
if  we resign the celebration of  Joseph to a mere 
year replete with outlined devotions and activi-
ties, we’ve missed the point. The point of  this 
year, like all Holy Years in the Church, is to a 
commencement moment in our faith lives — to 
be a new beginning. 

I think the real take away from the Year of  St. 
Joseph is not what new prayers we’ve learned 
or even what new devotions we’ve discovered. 
The takeaway from this year might better be 
that Joseph’s story can be our story. Or, better 
yet, is our story. When we have faith and trust in 
God, even when life isn’t going our way and 
we’re not sure how God’s plan is unfolding, 
Jesus can be revealed and manifested to us and 
in us. 

Father Jordan Hainsey is administrative 
assistant to the Bishop, assistant to the 
Chancellor and Custos of  the Holy Relics of  the 
Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Now what? The Year of St. Joseph in review

American Heritage Girls earn St. Joseph Patch

“St. Joseph, Foster Father of  Christ,” Francois Jean Baptiste Benjamin 
Constant, 1890. 

American Heritage Girls work on an activity to 
earn St. Joseph patch at St. Tim’s parish, Union. 
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Stephen Enzweiler, KCHS 
Cathedral Historian  

The Christmas season offers many opportunities for 
the faithful to draw close to Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
through liturgical celebrations which the season provides. 
We honor Mary first in her feasts of  the Immaculate 
Conception and Our Lady of  Guadalupe. We celebrate Our 
Lord’s incarnation at Christmas and honor the Virgin 
Mary in her motherhood, along with St. Joseph in his role 
as father, husband and protector. Then on Dec. 26, the 
Church honors all three together in the Feast of  the Holy 
Family. Among the ways the faithful can celebrate this 
feast is with a visit to the Cathedral Basilica’s new Relic 
Shrine of  St. Paul, which offers a particularly “up close 
and personal” devotional encounter with actual relics of  
the Holy Family.  

We sometimes forget that Jesus, Mary and Joseph were 
real, flesh and blood people who lived real lives as a family 
at a particular time and place in history. When Joseph 
died, and later when Jesus and the Virgin Mary departed 
this world, they inevitably left behind personal effects such 
as clothing, belongings and other artifacts that their 
friends and other early Christians collected and kept first 
as heirlooms in their memory. Then later, as the Church 
grew, they became objects of  veneration. 

But the Holy Family didn’t become the focus of  any for-
mal veneration by the Church until fairly recently. 
Although honored for centuries, widespread Christian 

interest in the Holy Family didn’t become popular in art 
until the 1490s, and the practice of  veneration wasn’t for-
mally established until the 17th century by St. François de 
Laval, the first bishop of  New France. As a liturgical cele-
bration in the Catholic Church, the feast day wasn’t even 
observed until 1921, when it was inserted into the Roman 
Calendar by Pope Benedict XV. 

Today, we celebrate the Feast of  the Holy Family on the 
Sunday that follows Christmas, and the Church proposes 
the Holy Family as the model for all families everywhere. 
In his 1989 apostolic exhortation Redemptoris custos, Pope 
St. John Paul II explained it this way: “In this family, 
Joseph is the father: his fatherhood is not one that derives 
from begetting offspring, but neither is it an ‘apparent’ or 
merely ‘substitute’ fatherhood. Rather, it is one that fully 
shares in authentic human fatherhood and the mission of  
a father in the family.” [Redemptoris custos §21] 

The faithful have a unique opportunity to encounter 
the Holy Family on their feast day through prayer and ven-
eration of  the relics of  Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They are 
on permanent display in the Cathedral Basilica and can be 
seen at the Relic Shrine of  St. Paul, located in the cathe-
dral’s apse beneath the baldachin. There is ample space for 
meditation and prayer, where faithful can sit or kneel for 
those wishing to pray to the Holy Family. Their relics are 
contained in four large reliquaries within the Shrine. 
Three reliquaries are specific to Jesus, while the fourth 
contains personal effects of  his mother Mary and St. 

Joseph.  
In the left display on the center shelf  is our first reli-

quary, which appears in the shape of  a cross. Within its 
protective glass are contained actual pieces of  the True 
Cross on which Jesus was crucified. Oral tradition says 
that after Our Lord was taken down, the cross, the nails 
and other artifacts were buried in a deep ditch to keep his 
followers from finding them. Then in A.D. 326, Emperor 
Constantine’s mother, St. Helena, while visiting 
Jerusalem, was guided to the site of  the crucifixion by an 
aged Jew who had inherited traditional knowledge as to its 
location.  

Excavating to a considerable depth beside the rock of  
Golgotha, three crosses (Patibuli) were found, along with 
the sign (Titulus) that had been over the Savior’s head and 
the nails (Clavi) with which he had been crucified. In order 
to identify the True Cross, St. Helena had all three crosses 
touched to a deceased youth to see what effect each might 
have. The first two did nothing. But upon being touched by 
the third cross, the youth came back to life. It is a fragment 
of  this cross found by St. Helena that the Shrine contains 
today. 

Another reliquary on the same shelf  contains addition-
al relics of  Jesus. These include a fragment of  the manger 
in which he was born, a relic of  the cave which housed the 
manger, an ornate mother of  pearl crucifix containing soil 
taken from the location of  each of  the 14 stations that Our 
Lord walked on his way to Golgotha, a fragment of  the 

Shrine of St. Paul provides ‘up close and personal’ devotional 
encounter with the historical Holy Family

Enzweiler photo 

The Cathedral’s Shrine of  St. Paul. 
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scourging column, another piece of  the True Cross, and a 
relic of  his tomb. On the bottom shelf  in the right display 
case is a reliquary containing three crucifixion nails. In 
the 18th and 19th centuries, small shavings of  Holy Nail 
relics were given out in a limited number by Rome’s Holy 
Cross Basilica. The nails on display are exact copies of  the 
ones St. Helena found and were cast to include metal shav-
ings taken from the real nails in the Basilica’s reliquary. 
Seals attached to the top of  the nails indicate their authen-
ticity. 

The relics of  the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph are also 
found in the left display case. In a large reliquary are dis-
played three personal effects from St. Joseph — one is a 

fragment from his house in Nazareth, one from his cloak 
and another from his clothing. There are also three relics 
of  the Virgin Mary — a fragment of  her veil, another from 
her house in Nazareth, and one taken from her blouse. 
Even from the earliest days of  the Church, relics of  St. 
Joseph and the Blessed Virgin Mary were highly venerat-
ed by Christian faithful. Sts. Joachim and Anne, the par-
ents of  Mary and the maternal grandparents of  Jesus, are 
also represented in the same reliquary.  

Various pious practices have developed over the cen-
turies that show appropriate veneration to the Holy 
Family through their relics. One faithful practice is simply 
a pilgrimage to the Shrine where the relics are housed. 

There, the faithful are invit-
ed to spend time in prayer 
before them and are encour-
aged to meditate upon their 
holy lives, ask for their inter-
cession, or offer thanks for 
favors received. The faithful 
may also touch holy cards or 
cloth to relics, thereby mak-
ing these items third class 
relics. These should be treat-
ed with respect and remind 
the person of  their moment 
with the relics of  the Holy 
Family. 

Someone venerating a 
relic can also kiss or touch 
the case that houses it. But at 
the Relic Shrine of  St. Paul,  

(top left) Reliquary containing relics from the life of  Jesus. Courtesy Rev. Jordan Hainsey. 
 
(top center) Reliquary containing the True Cross. Courtesy Rev. Jordan Hainsey. 
 
(top right) The Crucifixion Nails Reliquary. Courtesy Rev. Jordan Hainsey. 
 
(above right) Reliquary of  St. Joseph, Mary, and Sts. Joachim and Anne.  
Courtesy Rev. Jordan Hainsey. 
 
(left) The Relics Book helps guide visitors and pilgrims in finding a saint’s relics. 

Enzweiler photo 

(Continued on page 14)
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simply standing or kneeling near the relic in a prayerful 
attitude is sufficient, raising one’s heart and mind to God 
while invoking the intercession of  Jesus, Mary or Joseph. 
Other acceptable gestures include signing oneself  with 
the sign of  the cross or kneeling in front of  the relic in 
prayer. However, a person should not genuflect before a 
relic in the same way as genuflecting before the Blessed 
Sacrament; Christ alone is reserved that gesture of  adora-
tion. 

To find out more about the relics of  the Holy Family and 
other saints in the Shrine, one can browse through a beauti-
ful Relics Book kept at the Shrine that identifies all the relics 
and their locations within the Shrine. One can also read 
more about the origins and practice of  relic veneration as 
well as learn the stories of  every saint represented in the 
Shrine.

Christ, the Lord,   
     the new-born King!

P.O. Box 76081 
Highland Heights, KY  41076

Shrine of St. Paul 
(Continued from page 13) 

Enzweiler photo 

Parishioner at the Shrine of  St. Paul.

Moving? Wrong address? 
Call the circulation desk,  

(859) 392-1570



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                              December 17, 2021  15 

Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Adam Piekarski, a homeless man 
from Lódz, Poland, never imagined that the sketches he 
would draw in his free time while waiting for the public 
showers near Bernini’s Colonnade would lead to the oppor-
tunity of  a lifetime. 

In November, the Vatican Philatelic and Numismatic 
Office announced that its 2021 set of  commemorative 
Christmas stamps would feature images of  the Magi and the 
Holy Family painted by Piekarski. 

“Art is my pas-
sion even though 
I never studied 
it,” Piekarski told 
Catholic News 
Service Dec. 1 
from a quaint stu-
dio just across the 
street from St. 
Peter’s Square. 

“He went to a 
technical school in 
Poland and studied 
gardening in Lódz,” 
added Redemptorist 
Father Leszek Pys, 
known by many as 

Father Ruben, a fellow Pole who was among the first to real-
ize Piekarski’s talent. 

Piekarski left Poland six years ago and, like many 
migrants, made his way to Rome seeking a better life. 

The Eternal City, he explained, is a place that remains in 
the heart of  many Polish people as a source of  inspiration 
for some of  Poland’s greatest artistic icons, such as Henryk 
Sienkiewicz, author of  “Quo Vadis,” and Henryk 
Siemiradzki, whose paintings often depicted life in ancient 
Rome. 

However, upon his arrival, the harsh reality of  finding 
work, coupled with a fondness for Italian wine, led Piekarski 
down the dark path of  alcoholism that he continues to fight 
each day. 

With Father Ruben serving as translator, Piekarski told 
CNS that his life began to change after meeting the Polish 
priest while waiting in line for the public showers for the 
poor at the Vatican. 

Father Ruben told CNS that, at the time, he was trying to 
figure out a low-cost option for a painting of  St. Clement 
Mary Hofbauer, co-founder of  the Redemptorist congrega-
tion, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of  his death. 

Explaining his dilemma to Pallottine Sister Anna, a nun 
who volunteers helping the poor at the public showers, he 
was introduced to Piekarski, who would often spend his time 
sketching while waiting for his turn at the showers. 

Father Ruben then provided Piekarski with paints, 
brushes and found a workspace in the crypt of  the Church 
of  Santa Maria in Monterone, where the burgeoning artist 
honed his artistic abilities. 

His work drew the attention of  Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski, papal almoner, who then introduced Piekarski to 
Father Francesco Mazzitelli, then-deputy director of  the 
Vatican Philatelic and Numismatic Office. 

Father Ruben told CNS that when asked by Father 
Mazzitelli to design the 2021 Christmas stamps, Piekarski’s 
answer was an emphatic “no.” However, the Italian priest’s 
persistence finally moved the Polish artist to finally do it. 

For the painting of  the three Magi, Piekarski based their 
likeness on two friends who are also homeless; the third, he 
explained, was an original image meant to represent all 
homeless men and women. 

Father Mazzitelli, who was appointed Nov. 27 as an offi-
cial in the Office of  the Papal Almoner, told CNS that 
Piekarski’s story was an example of  Pope Francis’ call to 
“nurture tomorrow’s hope by healing today’s pain.” 

“What has happened to Adam is a sign for everyone, 
because each one of  us knows someone who has hidden gifts 
and talents,” Father Mazzitelli said. “The pope saying that 
we must nurture hope means he has given us a mission — to 
the church and to each one of  us — that we must build up 
hope in others.” 

Father Ruben noted that installing showers for the home-
less at the Vatican was more than just an act of  charity for 

the poor during the 2015 Jubilee Year of  Mercy, but a funda-
mental gesture that gave homeless men and women dignity. 

“You can’t give back someone’s dignity by giving them a 
sandwich or a euro nor even by asking them their name. 
That is more of  a philanthropic gesture that makes us feel 
good about ourselves,” the Polish priest said. 

“But for that person, that sandwich, that euro doesn’t 
change anything,” he added. “But allowing them to clean 
themselves means giving them back their dignity.” 

Piekarski credits the public showers for not only being 
the starting point of  his journey as an artist, but the place 
where he decided to confront his battle against alcoholism. 

“For someone who is suffering from alcoholism or who is 
slightly drunk,” Father Ruben recalled Piekarski telling 

him, “it is embarrassing to show up to clean themselves. But 
going there is the first step in getting out of  alcoholism 
because, once they are at the showers, they want to change 
their lives.” 

While he continues to paint from a small studio at 
Palazzo Migliori, the Vatican’s homeless shelter, Piekarski 
now works as an evening security guard at a property owned 
by the Knights of  Malta, who became acquainted with him 
after he completed a portrait of  the late Fra’ Giacomo dalla 
Torre, the grand knight of  the order who died in 2020. 

“Life is a mystery and God wanted it this way,” Piekarski 
told CNS. “What has happened is a dream and I still can’t 
believe it. God has a great sense of  humor.”

Second chances: Vatican Christmas stamps feature work of homeless artist

And the magic of  this holy season.  
May this year hold  
the birth of  new  
blessings and the  
promise of   
lasting peace.

Dave Middendorf 
Noah Middendorf 
Nick Dorman 
James Mullen 
Susan Finke 
Dave Reese

One Name, One Family, One Location 
3312 Madison Pike 

Ft. Wright, KY  41017 
Phone: (859) 341-7800        Fax: (859) 341-1410 

www.middendorf-funeralhome.com 

CNS illustration/courtesy Vatican Philatelic and Numismatic Office 

An image of  the Magi is featured on one of  
the Vatican’s 2021 Christmas stamps. The 
images on the stamps were painted by 
Adam Piekarski, a homeless man from 
Poland currently living in Rome.
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Glory to the New Born King 
                         Oh holy day, oh joyous day; 
                         He sent His son, to who the way. 
                         And wherever you may go, 
                         May you bask in His holy glow 
                         For those who seek, will see the light 
                         And it will illuminate all that is right. 

Thank you for the good faith you’ve shown to us. 

Allison & Rose 
FUneRAl HoMe, inc. 

        1021 Madison Ave.                                        5645 Taylor Mill Pike 
      Covington, Ky. 41011                                      Taylor Mill, Ky. 41015 
             (859) 261-0146                                                    (859) 356-3700 

The Preferred Service Serving All Of greATer 
cincinnATi And nOrThern KenTucKy 

Since 1830

in the service of  their brothers and sisters,” said the 
telegram, which Cardinal Parolin sent to Archbishop 

Christophe Pierre, the apostolic nuncio in the U.S. 
Susan Montalvo-Gesser, director of  Catholic Charities of  

the Diocese of  Owensboro, attended that Mass at St. Jerome 
with Deacon Chris Gutiérrez, director of  the diocese’s 
Office of  Hispanic/Latino Ministry. 

Montalvo-Gesser encountered a woman and her children 
who were present at the Mass and had lost their home. The 
woman fell into Montalvo-Gesser’s arms, weeping. 

Montalvo-Gesser had brought her small statue of  Our 
Lady of  Guadalupe, and handed it to one of  the woman’s 
daughters. 

“You will put this in your new house, which we will help 

you with,” she said. 
Besides supporting the community as a whole, 

Montalvo-Gesser was particularly concerned for four of  her 
Catholic Charities clients from that area — whom she had 
not yet heard were all right. She found three of  them at the 
Mass, and the fourth she encountered later, helping to assist 
those who had been affected by the storms. 

“There is a beauty of  people who have lost everything, 
going out to see those whom they can help,” she said. 

That weekend, Bishop Medley requested that parishes 
hold a second collection for the efforts of  Catholic Charities 
as they began serving the suffering members of  the impact-

ed communities. The dio-
cese also set up a specific 
fund for Catholic Charities 
Tornado Relief, accessible 
at https://owensborodio-
cese.org/give. 

Montalvo-Gesser said 
monetary donations are 
preferred at the present 
time, so that Catholic 
Charities can allot the 
money to obtain what is 
needed, on the ground, in 
each uniquely affected area. 

Bishop Medley told the 
WKC that speaking on Dec. 
13, “even today the immen-
sity continues to expand.” 

Gov. Beshear confirmed 
that day that at least four 
tornadoes had touched 
down in Kentucky, with one 
on the ground for more than 
200 miles in Kentucky 
alone, and that lives were 
lost in eight counties. It is 

currently believed that 1,000 homes were 

Tornado-stricken Kentucky 
(Continued from page 4) 

 Photo courtesy of  Father Carl McCarthy 

The tabernacle, containing the Blessed Sacrament, was 
miraculously spared when a tornado hit Resurrection 
Parish in Dawson Springs during the night of   
Dec. 10, 2021.  

 Photo courtesy of  Father Carl McCarthy 

The tornado damage at Resurrection Parish in Dawson Springs.
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damaged or destroyed, there is significant damage in 18 
counties, and ages of  those lost range from 5 months to 86 
years old. 

But the response has been powerful. In the morning of  
Dec. 13, the switchboard phone was ringing nonstop at the 
McRaith Catholic Center (the pastoral center office of  the 

Diocese of  Owensboro) with calls from people across the 
United States wanting to send assistance. 

The diocese even received a message from Archbishop 
Fabio Martínez Castilla of  the Archdiocese of  Tuxtla 
Gutiérrez in Chiapas, Mexico — hometown of  Diocese of  
Owensboro priest Father Carmelo Jimenez of  St. Michael 
Parish in Sebree. 

At the end of  the Mass in Fancy Farm, Bishop Medley 
told the congregation that in a few days, many had planned 
to have a nativity set decorating their homes in celebration 
of  Christmas. 

“But the wood of  the manger gives way to the wood of  
the cross. And the cross is in our churches year-round,” said 
the bishop. “We can make our sufferings one in communion 
with Christ on the cross.” 

He pointed out that the parish church that had suffered 
the most damage was named after the Resurrection. 

“The theme of  the Resurrection will be core to our 
thoughts during this very difficult process,” he said. 

Montalvo-Gesser agreed: “God is not in the disaster. But 
God is in the response.” 

The Messenger and Catholic News Service contributed to 
this article.

:Photo courtesy of  Susan Montalvo-Gesser 

Bishop William F. Medley greets a family while at St. 
Jerome Parish in Fancy Farm on Dec. 12, 2021, where the 
parish had opened its doors for the tornado-displaced St. 
Joseph Parish in Mayfield community to celebrate Mass. 
St. Joseph Parish was one of  many buildings in western 
Kentucky critically damaged in the tornadoes and storms 
during the night of  Dec. 10, 2021.

Photo courtesy of  Deacon Chris Gutiérrez 

Some of  the tornado damage at St. Joseph Parish in 
Mayfield. St. Joseph Parish was one of  many buildings in 
western Kentucky critically damaged in the tornadoes 
and storms during the night of  Dec. 10, 2021.
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Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing 
your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE ENGLISH TEACHER 
Covington Catholic High School in Park Hills, 
Kentucky is seeking a long-term substitute English 
teacher for the remainder of the 2021-22 school year. 
Interested candidates should send a cover letter, 
resume, and references to klink@covcath.org.

SCHOOLS 
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Covington 
are seeking to fill a number of immediate 
openings. These include classroom teachers, 
counselors, instructional aides, and substitute  
teachers. Many positions need to be filled 
beginning in January through the end of the 
2021-22 school year. Visit the “Employment” 
page on the Diocesan website, under “Teacher 
Openings” and “School-Related Openings” to 
view the postings and for information on how 
to apply:www.covdio.org/schools/employment  

PARISH WORK 
For immediate hire, full and part-time positions 
available, assisting the Pastor of Divine Mercy and 
St. Bernard parishes (www.dmsbcatholic.com) in 
Campbell County: 

Business Manager 
15-20 hours per week, helping the Pastor manage 
properties and finances for the parishes, several 
rental properties, and a preschool. Familiar with 
QuickBooks software is a must, and prior experience 
is preferred. 

Parish Minister, Adult Faith and/or Youth 
Full-time (or part-time, if it better suits the candi-
date), initiating and coordinating Adult Faith 
Formation, Young Adult activities, Small Groups, 
Evangelism, and possibly, Youth Ministry.  The ideal 
candidate will be an energetic self-starter with good 
organizational skills who has good familiarity with 
technology, especially social media. 

General “Handy Person” 
5-15 hours per week, performing odd tasks around 
the two campuses. Candidates should have solid 
problem-solving, repair, and grounds keeping skills, 
and will be able to get up on a ladder. Living in 
close proximity to the parishes would be a plus, for 
emergencies. 
  
Looking for committed, passionate, Roman Catholic 
candidates for all positions. Certain individuals  
with qualifications may apply for more than one 
position. Contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at  
skoplyay@covdio.org to apply.



bly then help the world rediscover the true worth of  
Christmas. 

1. Remind yourselves that we are celebrating the birth 
of  Jesus. Go so far as to use that phrase. I find it instruc-

tive that the Church entitles this feast in the Roman 
Missal “The Nativity of  the Lord (Christmas),” not 
“Christmas (The Nativity of  the Lord).” 

2. Make the celebration of  Mass the central part of  
your Christmas. The Church calls this Mass a solemnity 
— the highest rank of  a feast. To go even further, I would 
encourage you to celebrate on Christmas Day. I know the 
Church allows a Vigil Mass, but it was never intended to 
supplant the Mass for Christmas Day. Very few people go 
to Mass on Christmas Day. Over and over I hear people 
tell me that the Vigil Mass is more convenient. I am not 
condemning anyone, but when you choose from conven-
ience, you put the spiritual and liturgical side of  the cele-
bration second. Make Mass the central part of  your 
Christmas. By the way, the Church offers three different 
Masses for the solemnity, with different sets of  readings, 
meditating on different aspects of  Jesus’ birth and what 
it means. Why not celebrate more than one Mass? 

3. Refuse to use the word “holiday”; refuse in particu-
lar the phrase, “Happy Holidays.” While the root of  the 
word “holiday” is “holy day,” it has ceased to mean that. 
In fact, it is the world’s way of  avoiding the idea that this 
is a religious feast. We are celebrating Christmas — the 
true Christmas, the birth of  Christ — let us not shy away 
from announcing it. I remember my father using the 
phrase, “Blessed Christmas”; I like that even more. 

4. In the same vein, avoid Christmas cards that 
announce, “Happy Holidays,” “Season’s Greetings,” and 
the like, and cards with secular figures, especially Santa. 
One can still find cards with the whole range of  true 

Christmas scenes and symbols, Magi and shepherds and 
the star and the Holy Family. These cards remind us and 
those to whom we send them what this feast is truly 
about, and express the wondrous facets of  the feast. 

5. Put a nativity scene in your house. I hear from the 
children in my parish that there are Catholic homes with-
out a crèche. Put it front and center, and use it with your 
children for prayer and conversation. 

The Church has tried to prepare us throughout Advent 
for the “coming festivities.” May you be blessed in your 
celebration of  Christ’s birth, and may your observance of  
this feast open the eyes of  others to its meaning. 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Nativity of the Lord 
(Continued from page 7) 
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading 
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls 
Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,  
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562      Excellence Since 1979

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  M.C.T.

NOVENA

NOVENA TO THE SACRED HEART  May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified; loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day. By the 8th day your 
prayers will be answered. Say it for 9 days. Thank you St. Jude. 
Amen.  B.J.

NOVENA

Missed an edition?  
Current and back issues of the Messenger are 

available online at covdio.org/messenger.

EXPERIENCED COOK 
A Catholic parish in Northern Kentucky has an 
immediate need for an experienced cook two days 
per week to prepare lunch and dinner on-site for up 
to seven people per meal. It is anticipated that the 
work day will begin at 10:30 a.m. and conclude at 
6:30 p.m. Responsibilities will include meal planning, 
shopping, meal preparation, and general cleanup 
utilizing the appliances and dishwasher in the full 
kitchen. Experience cooking healthy, substantial 
meals is a must. Helpful qualifications would include 
dietetic and/or culinary training. Hourly compensation 
will depend on qualifications, and health benefits 
are provided. Send a resume with cover letter, and 
applicable references with e-mail contacts by e-mail 
or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at  
skoplyay@covdio.org or 859/392-1589.

Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — The absence of  any words 
attributed to St. Joseph in the Gospels speaks vol-
umes about the importance of  silence, Pope 
Francis said. 

St. Joseph’s silence was “not mutism,” but a 
quality that allowed him to listen to the word and 
will of  the Holy Spirit, the pope said during his 
weekly general audience Dec. 15. 

“This is why we must learn from Joseph to 
cultivate silence — that space of  interiority in 
our days in which we give the Spirit the opportu-
nity to regenerate us, to console us, to correct 
us,” he said. 

During his audience in the Vatican’s Paul VI 
hall, Pope Francis continued his series of  talks 
on St. Joseph, reflecting on his silence which is 
“an important personal aspect” that even Christ 
incorporated in his own life and ministry. 

“Jesus was raised in this ‘school,’ in the house 
of  Nazareth, with the daily example of  Mary and 

Joseph,” the pope explained. 
“And it is not surprising that he 
himself  sought spaces of  silence 
in his days and invited his disci-
ples to have such an experience.” 

Like Jesus, he said, all 
Christians should follow St. 
Joseph’s example “to recover this 
contemplative dimension of  life.” 

At the same time, the pope said 
that often “silence frightens us a 
little because it asks us to delve 
into ourselves and to confront the 
part of  us that is true.” 

“Many people are afraid of  
silence, they have to speak, and 
speak and speak, or listen to the 
radio or television; but they can-
not accept silence because they 
are afraid,” the pope said. 

Another challenge, he contin-

St. Joseph’s quiet humility teaches value of silence, pope says

(Continued on page 20)

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Pope Francis touches part of  a Nativity scene during his general audience in the Paul VI hall at 
the Vatican Dec. 15, 2021.
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“Being the Ricardos” (Amazon) Writer-director 
Aaron Sorkin’s biographical drama portrays the set of  the 
iconic 1950s sitcom “I Love Lucy” as a toxic workplace 

with stars 
Lucille Ball and 
her then-hus-
band, Desi 
Arnaz, support-
ing players 
Vivian Vance 
and William 

Frawley as well as producer and head writer Jess 
Oppenheimer and co-writer Madelyn Pugh all completely 
miserable. Sorkin doesn’t hesitate to mash up real-life 
events to suit his dramatic purposes. Thus he packs the 
weeklong process of  filming one episode chockablock with 
crises, including the threatened disclosure that Ball, and 
her immediate family, had registered as members of  the 
Communist Party in the 1930s, the challenges of  her sec-
ond pregnancy and the revelation of  one of  
Arnaz’s extramarital affairs in a scandal maga-
zine. Dramatically, the tartness works, but view-
ers in search of  something as innocuously 
pleasant and funny as Ball and Arnaz’s ground-
breaking show may come away bewildered. 
Fleeting sensuality, references to adulterous 
activity, pervasive rough language. CNS: A-III; 
MPAA: R. 

 
“Nightmare Alley” (Searchlight) Bradley 

Cooper plays a Depression-era drifter who joins 
the crew of  a low-rent traveling carnival and 
becomes fascinated with mentalism. After 
being instructed in the craft by a husband-and-

wife team of  clairvoyants, he departs the sideshow for a 
career on his own, accompanied by another member of  
the troupe for whom he has fallen. By the eve of  World War 
II, the now-married couple have hit the big time, perform-
ing in elegant nightclubs. But his steamy affair with a 
hard-edged psychoanalyst and his reckless attempt to 
dupe a wealthy, powerful industrialist imperil his good for-
tune. Given the less-than-likeable personality of  its huck-
ster protagonist, viewers may find it difficult to warm to 
director and co-writer Guillermo del Toro’s noir-inspired 
screen version of  William Lindsay Gresham’s 1946 novel, 
first edgily adapted the following year by Helmer Edmund 
Goulding. Long on atmosphere and acting talent, but short 
on ethics, this journey through high places and low is not 
a suitable trip for most cinematic tourists. Skewed values, 
considerable harsh violence with gore, an adultery theme, 
a glimpse of  frontal male nudity, about a dozen uses of  pro-
fanity, a couple of  milder oaths, occasional rough and 
crude language. CNS: L; MPAA: R.

Call Kim at the 
Messenger to place 

your ad  
(859) 392-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

ENTERTAINMENT

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to 
catholicnews.com and click on “Extras,” then choose 
“Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS)  
classifications are: 
•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

ued, is that while silence allows men and women to listen 
to the Holy Spirit, “it is not easy to recognize that voice, 
which is very often mixed up with the thousand voices of  
worries, temptations, desires and hopes that dwell within 
us.” 

Furthermore, without the practice of  silence, 
Christians can be tempted to use their words for “flattery, 
bragging, lies, backbiting and slander” rather than “mak-
ing the truth shine.” 

Calling on men and women to follow the example of  St. 
Joseph, Pope Francis said the benefit of  silence in one’s 
heart, will “heal our language, our words and above all our 
choices.” 

“I am not saying to fall into muteness; no, silence,” the 
pope said. 

Too often, he said, “we work on something and when 
we finish, immediately we look for our telephone to make 
another call. We are always like this, and it does not help, 
this makes us slip into superficiality.” 

“Profoundness of  the heart grows with silence, a 
silence that is not mutism as I said, but that leaves space 
for wisdom, reflection and the Holy Spirit. We are afraid of  
moments of  silence. Let us not be afraid! It will do us 
good,” he said. 

At the end of  the audience, Pope Francis asked pil-
grims to remember Haiti in their prayers after a gas 
tanker explosion Dec. 13 in Cap-Haitien killed 62 people 
and left dozens injured. 

“Poor Haiti,” the pope said. It is “one thing after anoth-
er. They are a people who suffer. Let us pray for Haiti, they 
are good people, wonderful people, religious people. But 
they are suffering so much.”

St. Joseph’s quiet humility 
(Continued from page 19) 
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(859) 431-4700

May the season bring much harmony and bliss, 
For family and friends near, and those you will miss, 
With the blessings of Heaven’s goodwill and grace, 

Reflected in the shining smiles on every face!

CONNLEY BROTHERS 
Serving Your Family’s Needs Since 1939 

 
 

Locally Owned and Operated 
11 East Southern Avenue • Latonia, KY 41015 

(859) 431-2241 
www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com

Messenger staff  report 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption 

announces the release of  “Relics of  the Shrine of  St. Paul,” 
a new reference book that explains relics, their place in 
Catholic devotion, and a history of  the saints that are a 
part of  the cathedral’s relic shrine. Published in conjunc-
tion with the Office of  the Custos of  Holy Relics, the new 
book is available for reference use at the Cathedral 
Basilica’s St. Paul Relic Shrine. 

Bound in a large glossy format, the 94-page book 
explores details from the St. Paul Relic Shrine’s concept 
and construction, to the symbolism of  the altarpiece that 
graces the central reredos niche. The text also contains an 

easy to use 
diagram of  
the reli-
q u a r i e s ’ 
layout so 
the faithful 
can easily 
see where 
each relic is 
located. An 
alphabetized saint name index is located at the back of  the 
book so the viewer can easily reference which saints are 
contained in the display. 

Containing over 300 relics, the Relic Shrine of  St. Paul 
is considered one of  the largest holdings of  relics in the 
United States. (See related article page 12.)

Cathedral Basilica publishes reference  
book ‘Relics of the Shrine of St. Paul’

Hainsey photos

(above left) The center spread of  the newly published “Relics of  the Shrine of  St. Paul” offers a pictorial 
identification of  each relic and its location. (above center) The contents of  the book includes a brief  history 
of  each saint whose relic is part of  the shrine. (above right) The book “Relics of  the Shrine of  St. Paul” sits 
on a lectern near the Shrine of  St. Paul for viewers to reference.
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• No-Wax-Vinyl  • Quality Carpeting  • Wood Flooring 
• Ceramic Tile  • Laminate Flooring  • Interior Design Service 

 
 
 
 
  

the unique • the unusual • the uncommon in floor fashions… 
428 Madison Ave., Covington, Ky. 41011  •   (859) 261-9608 

www.earlfranksflooring.com

A Warm 
Christmas 

Wish 
 

We hope your family  
celebrates with  
good cheer and  
good friends. 

Thanks for visiting us  
all year long!

Adjust the temperature in  your home from anywhere with  
a wi-fi capable thermostat. You can even monitor your  
grandma's thermostat from your own phone or tablet! 

 

Happy Holidays! 
    
 

(859) 261-8269 
Visit our website for online coupons  —  www.tomrechtin.com

HVAC#M04784

Pope: Through Mary, Latin America 
can move toward conversion, renewal 

VATICAN CITY — Festive music, dancing and prayers in 
honor of  Mary echoed through St. Peter’s Square as hundreds 
gathered to commemorate the feast of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe. 
The sounds of  Mexican mariachi brought much needed 
warmth on a chilly Roman morning Dec. 12 to honor the 
patroness of  the Americas and the Philippines whose appari-
tion to St. Juan Diego on Tepeyac hill in Mexico continues to 
bring hope in uncertain times. “This experience must be 
repeated over and over again,” Pope Francis told pilgrims dur-
ing his Sunday Angelus address. “In this way, God, who is com-

munion, will move us toward conversion and the renewal of  
the church and of  society that we need so much in the 
Americas — the situation in many Latin American countries is 
very sad — as well as throughout the world.” Waiting to hear 
the pope’s words, pilgrims stood near the famed obelisk in the 
center of  the square where a large replica of  St. Juan Diego’s 
tilma, which bears the image of  Mary, stood adorned with 
white roses and surrounded by the flags of  all the countries of  
Latin America. Among those present to mark the feast were 
Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of  the Congregation 
for Bishops and president of  the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America, and Venezuelan Archbishop Edgar Peña Parra, 
substitute secretary for general affairs in the Vatican 
Secretariat of  State. 

Court unsure of  Maine tuition program 
that excludes religious schools 

WASHINGTON — A majority of  the Supreme Court justices 
viewed a Maine school choice program that excludes religious 
schools as discriminatory Dec. 8. In oral arguments that took 
nearly two hours, several of  the justices found fault with the 
state’s decision process in determining just how religious a 
school was to decide if  it could participate or not. Those 
deemed as schools that could potentially “infuse” religion in 
classes were excluded while other schools deemed by the state’s 
board of  education to be the “rough equivalent” of  public 
schools — or religiously neutral — could take part in the 
tuition program. “That’s discrimination based on doctrine. 

 
National/World
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Have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018

Aaron R.  
Noll, MD

Jenny 
McKenzie, O.D.

Michael S. 
Halpin, MD

Jean  
Noll, MD

Saif   
Jaweed, MD

Chris D.  
Thon, OD

Joseph T. 
Mando, MD

NEWS BRIEFS

That’s unconstitutional,” Chief  Justice John Roberts said. Justice Samuel Alito questioned if  a 
school that is religious — that says everyone is equal and worthy of  respect and does charitable 
work but doesn’t have dogma — would be disqualified. Christopher Taub, Maine’s chief  deputy 
attorney general, said such a school would be similar to a public school. “Maybe, but close to 
Unitarian Universalism,” Alito replied, questioning why that would qualify but other religious 
schools wouldn’t, to which Taub countered by saying Unitarianism is a religion and a school pro-
moting that would not qualify for the state program. 

 

Catholic bishops visit victims of  attacks in Nigeria’s 
Plateau state 

LAGOS, Nigeria — Three Catholic bishops visited victims of  recent attacks in Plateau state to 
show solidarity, pray with them and donate food and other items. Archbishop Matthew Ishaya 
Audu of  Jos and Bishops Michael Gobal Gokum of  Pankshin and Philip Davou Dung of  Shendam 
— three dioceses in the state — visited Dec. 10, hoping to cushion the hardships from the attacks, 
in which gunmen killed several people, injured dozens, and destroyed farmers’ houses and crops 
in late November. “We are here to tell you that you are not alone,” said Archbishop Audu. “We 
have also come to pray with you so that God will heal your wounds and grant total peace to this 
land, the state and Nigeria in general. “The attacks and killings are beyond human comprehen-
sion; so, only God can come to our aid,” he said. Bishop Gokum advised the people to forgive 
their attackers. “You must not (seek) revenge; you must not carry out reprisals, because it will 
only make things worse,” he advised. The visit by the bishops came a day after prominent 
Christian and Muslim leaders condemned what they described as the rising waves of  killings in 
Nigeria. 

 

New documentary chronicles ministry of  papal preacher 
RICHMOND, Va. — Most Catholics probably know there are specific roles within the papal 

household that support the papacy. Many may not be aware that the preacher to the papal house-
hold, also known as the apostolic preacher, is one of  those official roles, a role established by 
Pope Paul IV in 1555. Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, a Capuchin Franciscan friar, is the longest 
serving person in that position. He was appointed by St. John Paul II in 1980 and was reappointed 
by Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis. The faithful around the world will soon be introduced to 
the cardinal in “The Preacher to the Popes: Raniero Cantalamessa,” a documentary that aims to 
foster authentic relationships among Christians of  every tradition. The worldwide premiere will 
be Dec. 18 at St. Patrick’s Theatre in Norfolk, Virginia. There will be an in-person audience for 
the film and it also can be viewed online at https://cantalamessamovie.com. “He’s an orthodox 
charismatic, so he has this deep understanding of  the roots of  the church and church teaching 
and Scripture, but he’s also very in tune with the gifts of  the Holy Spirit,” Ashley Zahorian, 
director and producer of  the film, told The Catholic Virginian, newspaper of  publication of  the 
Diocese of  Richmond. 

 

It’s the season of sparkling lights and joyful tunes.  
We hope your holidays will resound with  

the spirit of Christmas! 

Thank you for making our year 
a ringing success!
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Catholic News Service 
A flame of  light from the grotto in Bethlehem’s Church 

of  the Nativity is making its way around the world, includ-
ing across the United States. 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and other volunteers carry the 
light and transfer it — sometimes in lanterns, sometimes 
with small candles. Volunteer drivers travel across the 
U.S., meeting groups at truck stops and other places. Some 
volunteers post their whereabouts in a Facebook group so 
others can meet them and spread the flame. 

The flame arrived at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport in Jamaica, New York, Dec. 11. At the airport, 
numerous lanterns were lit by the flame and began their 
journey to houses of  worship, hospitals, senior citizen 
homes, homeless shelters, prisons and other locations in 
cities and towns and other venues across North America. 

The Staten Island Chapter of  the Polish Scouting 
Organization shared the Peace Light at 11 a.m. Mass at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church Dec. 12. It has been shared at 
Our Lady of  Lourdes Church and School in Indianapolis 
and St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, the Catholic 
university parish at Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana, and at St. Michael’s Church in Orland Park, 
Illinois. 

The Peace Light’s journey can be traced back to a tradi-
tion in Austria. For 35 years, an Austrian Scout has trav-
eled to Bethlehem, West Bank, to kindle a flame from the 
oil lamps hanging above Christ’s birthplace at the Church 
of  the Nativity. 

The fire is kept in two explosion-proof  British mining 
lamps, fueled by smokeless paraffin oil, and flown with a 
safety adviser to Austria. There it is distributed at a serv-
ice of  dedication to delegations who take it back, with a 
message of  peace, to their own countries for use at ecu-
menical services. 

Canadian Scouts first brought the Peace Light to 
ground zero in New York in 2001 after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks. 

In 2002, DHL delivered the Peace Light as a gift from 
Belgian Scouts and Guides to the Boy Scouts of  America 
in New York. In 2003 the light didn’t make it to the U.S.; 
however, members of  the Brooklyn Diocesan Scouting 
Committee had kept the 2002 Peace Light burning and 
spread that around the diocese. Since then, Austrian 
Airlines has continued to bring the Peace Light to the 
United States each year. 

The welcoming ceremony for the light at JFK was spon-
sored and coordinated by the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting of  the Diocese of  Brooklyn and Queens.

In massive volunteer effort, Peace Light makes its way across U.S.
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Boy Scout leader Chris Dono, a parishioner at Immaculate Heart of  Mary Catholic Church in Brooklyn, N.Y., lights a 
lantern held by his son Thomas, 14, using a flame transferred from the International Peace Light during a welcoming cer-
emony following the Peace Light’s arrival at John F. Kennedy International Airport in Jamaica, N.Y., from Vienna Dec. 11, 
2021. Boy and Girl Scout leaders, along with other volunteers, form a network to drive the flame — which originated in 
the grotto of  the Church of  the Nativity in Bethlehem, West Bank — to houses of  worship, homes and other venues across 
North America.


