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In his first ordination, Bishop John Iffert will ordain four men 
to the diaconate. Kevin Cranley, Adam Feinauer and Eric Ritchie 
will be ordained permanent deacons for the Diocese of  Covington. 
These three permanent deacons are featured in this article. For 
Michael Elmlinger, a seminarian, the ordination to the diaconate 
is a transitional step on his path to the priesthood. The Messenger 
will feature his profile next week. 

The ordination will be held Saturday April 9, 10 a.m. at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington. All are invited 
to attend; those unable to make the event in-person can watch a 

live stream of  the ordination, which is available on the Cathedral’s 
website, covcathedral.com. 

As these men prepare for ordination to the diaconate their sto-
ries are being shared to invite the diocesan community to get to 
know and to pray for the men who will soon be serving them as 
deacons. 

Kevin Cranley is son of  the late Edward Cranley (2010) and Jane 
M. Cranley (2020.) Mr. Cranley attended St. Xavier High School, 
Cincinnati and went on to college at Xavier University, for under-
graduate and graduate school. Mr. Cranley’s childhood parish is 
Our Lady of  Lourdes in Cincinnati. He is currently a member of  
St. Timothy Parish, Union. 

Mr. Cranley and his wife Debbi live in Walton and will be cele-
brating 42 years of  marriage this September. The couple has three 
children; Eric Cranley age 40, Kelly Zalla, married to Eric Zalla, 
and Colleen Merman, married to Brian Merman. Mr. Cranley’s 
children have given him six grandsons, four with Kelly and two 
with Colleen, and grandchild number six is due in June. 

Mr. Cranley has always felt that God had something additional 
planned for him. Still, he never thought it was the diaconate until 
Deacon Tom Nolan asked Mr. Cranley if  the diaconate ever inter-
ested him. That was the first time Mr. Cranley thought of  it; then, 
within days, he read an ad in the <<Messenger>> for an informa-
tional session concerning the diaconate. Mr. Cranley didn’t think 
he was being called but figured it couldn’t hurt to learn more. One 
thing led to another, and now Mr. Cranley is weeks away from ordi-
nation. Mr. Cranley is now confident that this is precisely what 
God had in mind for him. 

The candidates still have exams, so that is on Mr. Cranley’s 
mind right now. However, he thinks if  he remains open to the will 
of  God, he will be pointed in the right direction. In 2017 Mr. 
Cranley was the coordinator of  a Cursillo team, and their theme 
was “Thy will be done.” Mr. Cranley has been trying to integrate 
that into his life ever since. 

There is a wide variety of  ways to serve God and his people. Mr. 
Cranley does not know where he will be asked to serve but is wide 
open to whatever the bishop and his pastor want him to do. New 
experiences excite Mr. Cranley, and he is open to anything. 

Mr. Cranley’s greatest joy will be helping others in need. There 
are people in need everywhere, and he looks forward to working 
with his parish and parishioners to extend a helping hand. Mr. 
Cranley’s greatest apprehension and/or challenge has been the 
seminary. 

“It is not easy going back to school later in life, and it has been 

a challenge,” Mr. Cranley stated. 
Mr.Cranley’s fear going forward is not wanting to let people 

down. He takes comfort in the thought that many deacons have 
navigated this process before him, and although he probably will 
make some mistakes, he is confident it will be okay. 

Mr. Cranley felt the diaconate was what he expected when the 
candidates started. Before the program begins, candidates are 
assigned a Deacon and his wife as mentors to the candidate and 
their wife. Mike and Sue Keller were the Cranleys’ mentors and 
have been tremendously helpful. 

Mr. Cranley does not feel like he’s been surprised by anything. 
In addition to a mentor couple, the candidates must also have a 

spiritual director. Mr. Cranley 
selected Father Michael Barth. 
Father Barth has been wonder-
ful and has helped Mr. Cranley 
through some early discern-
ment questions – “his advice has 
been priceless,” Mr. Cranley 
stated. 

Mr. Cranley wanted to give a 
big thank you for all the support 
he has received. This has not 
been easy, and without his wife 
Debbi’s support, Mr. Cranley 
may not be weeks from ordina-
tion right now. In addition to his 
spiritual director and deacon 
mentors, Mr. Cranley would like 
to thank Father Rick Bolte, 
Father Britton Hennessey and 

everyone from St. Timothy parish. Mr.Cranley would also like to 
thank Father Sunberg, program director at the seminary, the fac-
ulty, and especially his classmates. “This was a group effort in so 
many ways, and we completed the program together,” Mr. Cranley 
said. 

Adam Feinauer, son of  Adam and Beverly, grew up in Ft. Wright 
at St. Agnes Parish. Mr. Feinauer is a graduate of  Covington 
Catholic High School, Park Hills, and Northern Kentucky 
University. Mr. Feinauer currently resides in Ft. Wright with his 
wife and kids and is a member of  St. Agnes parish. 

Mr. Feinauer and his wife, Sherri, will celebrate 29 years of  
marriage next month and have three children — Adam, Hope and 
Noah. 

In his early 20’s the thought of  being a priest would cross Mr. 
Feinauer’s mind; however, he knew that it was not his calling, but 
also knew that he wanted to be close to God and have him at the 
center of  his life. 

Even at that early age, Mr. Feinauer knew that he owed God so 
much. He is not sure when he heard about or began thinking of  
being a deacon, however, the calling grew stronger as the years 
went on. 

Several years ago, Mr. Feinauer met with his pastor to discuss 
the diaconate. He was very supportive; however, he said something 
that made Mr. Feinauer realize that God was not quite ready for 
him at the time. Mr. Feinauer’s children were under 10 years old, 
and the pastor told him that they will need him as they grow up. 
The pastor explained that it might be Mr. Feinauer’s calling at this 
point in time to be present with his children rather than be com-
mitted to the Church as a deacon. After praying and discerning, 
Mr. Feinauer realized that his pastor was correct. His vocation and 
calling at that time was to be a husband, father and parent. 

The calling to be a deacon did not go away, though, and Mr. 
Feinauer continued to talk and pray about it, confident that the 
next time he was called would be when God was ready for him. 
Little did Mr. Feinauer know at that time, that throughout his life, 
God had been preparing him to be his servant – and still is. Mr. 
Feinauer’s military service, positions at his job in customer serv-
ice, being a banquet manager at events, and being on city council 
had put Mr. Feinauer to the test. 

“Because in all those fields you need to be level-headed, make 
quick decisions, improvise, and be able to speak effectively. I had to 
use the gifts that God had given me, even though I wasn’t comfort-
able with it at times, to help others,” Mr. Feinauer stated. 
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Through stops and starts, three men  
answer God’s call to the diaconate
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On the Feast of  St. Benedict, March 21, the Benedictine 
Oblates of  St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, celebrated 
their 35th anniversary at Mass with the Benedictine Sisters. 

In 1987, the Benedictine Sisters of  St. Walburg welcomed 
28 women and men as their first Benedictine Oblates. An 
Oblate, from the Latin word “oblatus,” meaning “one offered 
up,” in Roman Catholicism, is a lay person connected with a 
religious order or institution, living according to its regula-
tions. The Benedictine Oblates promise to live out the 
Benedictine charism in their daily lives in accordance with 
the rule of  St. Benedict. Six of  the original group are still liv-
ing today, and many others have prepared and become 
Benedictine Oblates over the last 35 years.  
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Oblates of St. Walburg Monastery celebrate 35 years

Synodality is a way of “journeying together” — of 
living out our faith — that calls for speaking and 
listening to one another and the Holy Spirit. As 
we follow the path of synodality, we must be 
aware of pitfalls. 
The following should be avoided as we participate 
in the synod consultation: 
— The temptation to lead ourselves instead of 

being led by God. 
— The temptation to focus only on ourselves and 

our immediate concerns. 
— The temptation to see only problems. 
— The temptation to focus only on structures. 
— The temptation to look only within the visible 

confines of the Church. 
— The temptation to lose focus of the objectives of the Synodal 

process. 
— The temptation to sow seeds of conflict and division. 
— The temptation to treat the Synod as a kind of parliament. 
— The temptation to listen only to those already involved in 

Church activities. 
Look for more information in parish communications, on social 
media, or on the diocesan website covdio.org/synod on how to 
share your experience.

The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) determined that the  
annual collection for the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe will be the source of 
funding for the USCCB’s response to the 
war in Ukraine. 

In the Diocese of Covington, the 
International Mission Needs Combined 
Collection (IMNCC), combines five  
international missions into one collection.  
The collection for the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe is included in this com-
bined collection. 

The IMNCC collection which will be  
taken up in parishes the weekend of  
March 26 and 27.

With praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God, 

the Diocese of Covington  
invites you to 

the Ordination to the Diaconate of 

Michael Elmlinger 

+++ 

Kevin Cranley 

Adam Feinauer 

Eric Ritchie 

through the power of the Holy Spirit 

and the imposition of hands by 

Bishop John Iffert 

Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington

✟
2023 Synod on Synodality:  

What pitfalls do we need to avoid?

Laura Keener 
Editor 

Brad Torline, associate director, Office of  
Catechesis and Evangelization (OCE), welcomed 
about 250 people to the Candlelight Mass, March 
18, at Holy Cross Church, Latonia. Bishop John 
Iffert was the celebrant. 

In his homily Bishop Iffert said, “This is the 
purpose of  life, brothers and sisters, to love the 
Lord our God with our whole heart and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. This is the sacrifice 
inspired by God. This is the purpose of  life — to 
care for one another, to love one another, to have 
faith in the goodness of  one another.” 

This was the second candlelight Mass spon-
sored by the OCE’s Young Adult Ministry group. 
The candlelight Masses, Mr. Torline said, are 
“the core” of  the ministry and are the ideal way 
to re-engage young adults as gatherings and 
socials begin again after the isolation of  COVID. 
Prior to the almost two-year pandemic break, Mr. 
Torline said that the Young Adult Ministry was 
hosting nearly 12 events a year with an average 
attendance of  about 100 people. Any concerns he 
had about the stability, enthusiasm and faithful-
ness of  its members quickly vanished as familiar 
and new faces flocked to the first two Masses this year. 

Everyone, not just young adults, are always welcome to 
attend the candlelight Mass and other liturgical services 
hosted by the Young Adult Ministry. The socials after, how-
ever, are reserved for people in their twenties and thirties. 

The next event is a candlelight adoration on Divine 

Mercy Sunday — the Sunday after Easter — at Divine 
Mercy Parish, Bellevue. Confessions begin at 6 p.m.; Mass at 
7 p.m., April 24. 

In May — the month of  Mary — the candlelight Mass 
will be held at Mother of  God Church, Covington, Friday, 
May 20. Confessions begin at 6 p.m.; Mass at 7 p.m. 

For both, socials will follow. 

To stay up to date on 
the happenings of  the 
Young Adult Ministry fol-
low “Diocese of  Covington 
Young Adult Ministry” on 
Facebook.

Young Adult Ministry thriving as events resume after COVID break

Surrounded by candlelight Bishop John Iffert celebrates Mass at Holy Cross Church, Latonia, March 18. The Mass 
was hosted by the Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization’s Young Adult Ministry. Father Michael Hennigen,  
pastor, Holy Cross Parish, concelebrated with Deacon James Bayne assisting. (right) Lights from the lectern  
illuminate Hannah Wessels, a member of  the Young Adult Ministry’s Candle Mass team, as she lectors.

From right to left, Sr. Dorothy Schuette, Assistant 
Director of  Oblates and Oblates Martha Arlinghaus, 
Tom Scally, Mary Jo Rechtin, Jamie Leslie, Gail 
Michalack, Kathleen Rosing, and Sr. Mary Tewes, 
Director of  Oblates and Inquirer Carol Leonhart  
gathered around of  the St. Benedict Statue before mass. 

Keener photos

(Continued on page 17)



Laura Keener 
Editor 

Twenty eighth graders, their parents, teachers, princi-
pals and pastors gathered, March 22, at Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium for the 2022 Pro-Life Essay Contest 
banquet. These 20 finalists were chosen from among over 
300 essays submitted. Faye Roch, director, diocesan Pro-
Life Office and Bishop John Iffert welcomed and thanked 
the students for their support of  life. 

In her opening remarks, Mrs. Roch thanked the Knights 
of  Columbus for their support of  the diocese’s pro-life 
activities, including the evening’s essay contest. The 
Knights award scholarships to the top three essay finalists 
for tuition assistance at any Catholic high school in the 
diocese. 

“We are so fortunate to have the Knights of  Columbus 
partner with us on so many of  the prolife activities in the 
Diocese of  Covington,” Mrs. Roch said. 

Mrs. Roch also thanked the teachers for welcoming her 
into their classrooms to talk about the essay contest and 
pro-life issues and for encouraging their students to partic-
ipate in the essay contest. 

“This year, the essays we received were beyond our 
expectations,” said Mrs. Roch. “By participating in the 
essay contest our students not only learn how to write a 
good essay, they also learn something much more impor-
tant — that we’re all called to defend and protect life from 
conception to natural death.” 

Four high school students — previous essay contest 
finalists — began the evening’s event by reading excerpts 
from the top 17 essays. The top three essays were read in 
their entirety. The top finalists are: third place, Rylee Huss, 
St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright; second place, Alex Chadwick, 
Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills; and first place, Lila 
Harris, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell. The first 
place essay is printed in today’s Messenger on page 4. 

This year’s theme, “St. Joseph, defender of  life, pray for 
us!” is last year’s United States Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops 2021 Respect Life Month theme, which was recog-
nized during the Church’s celebration of  the Year of  St. 
Joseph. Students were asked to reflect on St. Joseph and 
what he can teach us on the pro-life topics of  care for the 

unborn, the homeless, refugees, the mentally ill, elders and 
the handicapped. 

The first place essay was a moving account of  how Miss 
Harris cared for her grandma, who was isolated in a nurs-
ing home during COVID and eventually passed away. 

“This was a Thanksgiving unlike any other. Strangers 
prepared her meal, and she sat staring at faces she didn’t 
recognize. Her family was nowhere in sight. She was con-
fused, and she didn’t understand why it had to be this way,” 
Miss Harris’ essay begins. 

She continued with the insights she learned from the 
experience. 

“My Nana was so grateful when I visited her outside of  
her nursing home window. She smiled and asked me ques-
tions about school and even tried to make me laugh … She 
showed me how to find hope in even the worst situations. 

Nana would ask me how I was doing and if  I needed any-
thing, teaching me hospitality and generosity even as she 
was confined to her bed. Although my Nana recently 
passed away, I hope to follow her legacy and live faithfully, 
give generously, and choose joy, no matter how hard life 
becomes,” she wrote. 

In his second-place essay, Mr. Chadwick also shared per-
sonal accounts of  the joy he has experienced in welcoming 
another sibling and in finding ways to share his love of  
reading with other children. 

“The unborn are the … earliest proof  of  God’s creation. 
My mom is pregnant. I decided to tell my classmates by 
praying for her in class. My classmates immediately start-
ed clapping when I told them. They gave that baby dignity 
and respect by being happy for a new life,” wrote Mr. 

Eighth graders share personal, biblical and scientific defenses  
for life – at all stages and circumstances
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

In this week’s Tech Tuesday flyer to school par-
ents, Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  Schools, 
offers a challenge to teachers, students and parents 
— the Tech Free Challenge. 

“This may sound like a simple challenge, but 
first we have to determine what this means in our 
daily lives,” Mrs. McGuire said. “For students, this 
may be putting away the smart phone, tablet or 
turning off  the video games. For us, as parents, it 
may be putting away the smart phone, taking off  
the smart watch, closing the door to our home 
office or closing the laptop. For teachers, this could 
mean leaving the Chromebooks on the cart and 
planning lessons and activities using only books, 
writing with pen and paper, and engaging in dis-
cussions with one another.” 

During the month of  March, Mrs. McGuire and 
principals of  the Catholic schools in the Diocese of  
Covington are presenting Tech Tuesdays, a weekly 
communication to parents to engage them in iden-
tifying how technology is affecting their children 
and their families and to share strategies to miti-
gate its negative effects. The <<Messenger>> is fol-
lowing along, exploring the weekly topic. This 
week school administrators invite everyone to take 
a break from technology with a Tech Free 
Challenge. 

The break, Mrs. McGuire said, can be long or 
short. And, just like Lenten sacrifices, “giving up 

Tech Free Challenge sees positive results  
at school — can it at home? 

March 26 
Pre-Synodal Assembly, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington  
9 a.m.–noon 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington, 
4:30 p.m. 

March 27 
Confirmation/Mass,  
St. Charles Parish, 
Flemingsburg, 11 a.m.,  
followed by a farm blessing 

March 28 
Catholic Leadership Institute 
meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

Priests Continuing Education 
meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

 

March 29  
Advisory Council Meeting, 
9:30 a.m. 

Vespers installation of 
Archbishop Fabre, Louisville, 
5 p.m. 

March 30 
Installation of Archbishop 
Fabre, Louisville 

March 31 
Ky. Council of Churches, 
Elizabethtown,  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. 

April 1 
Mass followed by ground-
breaking/reception, St. 
Timothy Parish/School, 
Union, 10 a.m. 

“Beauty and The Beast” pro-
duction, St. Henry High 
School, Erlanger, 7:30 p.m. 

April 2 
DPAA Follow-up Weekend 

Deacon Candidates 
Profession of Faith, Mount 
St. Mary Seminary, 5:30 p.m. 

April 3 
DPAA Follow-up Weekend  

Mass, St. Patrick Parish, 
Taylor Mill, 11 a.m. 

Serra Club Servers 
Awards/Vespers, Cathedral,  
3 p.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Bishop Iffert congratulates the top three finalists of  the 2022 Eighth-grade Pro-Life Essay Contest (from left) Alex 
Chadwick, Villa Madonna Academy, second place; Lila Harris, Blessed Sacrament School, first place; and Rylee Huss,  
St. Agnes School, third place.

Keener photo

(Continued on page 12)

(Continued on page 17)

Ideas for short tech breaks 

— Take a break from devices and television during meals 
and sit at the table as a family. 

— When traveling in the car, have everyone keep their 
devices packed away. Talk or listen to music instead. 

— On weekday evenings, put all devices in a designated 
space after 6:00 p.m. or another time that works for 
your family. Read books, play games, or go outside  
for alternative activities. 

— On the weekend, do not check devices until after noon 
to give you a morning of relaxation with your family. 
You could also take this break in the afternoon or 
evening — whichever works best for you. 

Ideas for long tech breaks 

— Plan a technology free weekend. Instead of using 
devices, plan some outdoor activities or time with f 
amily or friends. Make sure your children have ideas 
about what to do without their device … You may also 
need to teach children how to do this — make it fun! 

— Go tech free during the school/work week. When 
everyone gets home from work and school, keep the 
devices off and spend time preparing dinner or a snack 
together. You can replace the technology by going for 
a walk, reading, playing basketball in the driveway, or 
making a card for a relative.
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COMMENTARY

We got what “It” takes
In my recent doctoral studies, I came across the con-

cept of  “I, Thou, and It.” “I, Thou, and It” is a philosophy 
developed by Frances and David Hawkins, which 

describes a three-way rela-
tionship where “I” and 
“Thou” are the people 
involved in a relationship 
and “It” is the content that 
“compels” them both. 

In educational terms, 
“It” refers to that third 
thing that is of  interest to a 
child and adult. For a math 
teacher and student, it’s 
their love for the subject 
that binds them. For a mar-
ried couple, maybe it’s 
their shared faith and love 
for the children that con-

nect them. For members of  a band, it’s their shared love 
of  music. In my world, “It” refers to the shared love of  
the sport a coach and athlete share. 

There is something unique about the coach-athlete 
relationship. Sports can transcend normal relationships 
in that in many of  these relationships exists a shared pas-
sion for their sport, the joy of  play and the passion for 
competition. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar — the National 
Basketball Association’s (NBA’s) all-time scoring leader 
and one of  the greatest basketball players who has ever 
lived — played for ten-time National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) champion coach John Wooden at the 
University of  California-Los Angeles (UCLA). 

At UCLA, Abdul-Jabbar (then named Lew Alcindor) 
and Wooden won three consecutive national champi-
onships together. What makes their success and lifelong 
relationship truly unique is that their appearances and 

backgrounds could not be more different. Abdul-Jabbar, 
an African-American, is from the city, Manhattan in New 
York City. Wooden, a white man, grew up in rural 
Indiana. Yet their love of  basketball brought them both 
together in a different part of  the United States where 
both their performances as athlete and coach, and a life-
long friendship, thrived. 

The more investment both the athlete and coach have 
in each other and in their sport, the greater the “It” con-
nection is. In his memoir about his relationship with his 
college coach, Abdul-Jabbar said this: 
“Our relationship had been born over basketball, but 
eventually that became the least important aspect of  it. 
Our friendship blossomed and grew over shared values, 
over complicated loves and devastating losses, over a 
never truly satisfied search for understanding of  this 
world and our place in it.” 

Sometimes the “It” comes in its most basic form in a 
group of  children and their play. Once there was an 
anthropologist studying the habitats and customs of  an 
African tribe. This tribe relied on a philosophy called 
“Ubuntu,” which means “I am because we are.” The 
anthropologist found himself  surrounded by children 
and decided to play a little game with them. He managed 
to get candy from the nearest town and put it all in a deco-
rated basket at the foot of  a tree. 
Then he called the children and suggested they play the 
game. When the anthropologist said “now,” the children 
had to run to the tree; the first one to get there could have 
all the candy to him/herself. So the children all lined up 
waiting for the signal. When the anthropologist said 
“now,” all of  the children took each other by the hand and 
ran together towards the tree. They all arrived at the 
same time, divided up the candy, sat down and began to 
happily munch away. 
The anthropologist went over to them and asked why 

they had all run together when any one of  them could 
have had the candy all to themselves. The children 
responded “Ubuntu. How could any one of  us be happy if  
all the others were sad?” This simple act of  Ubuntu ral-
lied even a group of  children in their play. The children’s 
simple act of  play became “It,” — something that con-
nected them.  

And sometimes “It” extends to a shared rallying cry 
around a professional basketball team. Take the 2008 
NBA Champion Boston Celtics. Then-head coach Doc 
Rivers used Ubuntu to unify the Celtics during that cham-
pionship season. Rivers was attempting to form his super-
star players Ray Allen, Kevin Garnett, and Paul Pierce, 
and the rest of  the team into a champion. 

To Rivers, the philosophy meant, “I can’t be all I can 
be, unless you are all you can be. I can never be threat-
ened by you because you’re good, because the better you 
are, the better I am.” It was a terrific approach for the 
Celtics, a group of  talented players who needed to be 
molded into a team in order to achieve their goal of  win-
ning a championship. 

As we approach the Easter Triduum, I can’t help but 
think of  the love Jesus showed by washing his disciples’ 
feet. I think of  the apostles, their shared love and service 
for Jesus, that led to the beginning of  the Church. Using 
the term “It” may sound disrespectful when referring to 
Jesus, but he is certainly what compelled the apostles to 
begin their work. 

As Frances and David Hawkins stated, “It is when you 
find common ground that the relationship becomes inter-
esting.” 

Rich Hoyt is an assistant professor at the University of  
Cincinnati, a parishioner at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, 
and a longtime youth and high school coach. He is the lead 
trainer for the Play Like A Champion Today program in 
the Diocese of  Covington. 
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Rich Hoyt

VIEWPOINT

For the love of Nana
This was a Thanksgiving unlike any other. Strangers 

prepared her meal, and she sat staring at faces she didn’t 
recognize. Her family was nowhere in sight. She was con-

fused, and she didn’t 
understand why it had to 
be this way. 

This was my Nana’s 
last Thanksgiving on 
Earth. Reflecting on 
Thanksgiving 2020, it’s 
easy to remember some-
one who can relate to this 
lonely circumstance. 
COVID-19 exacerbated the 
loneliness of  the elderly, 
already a constant reality 
for so many seniors. St. 
Joseph modeled how to 
treat the most underval-
ued and overlooked mem-
bers of  society, and it’s 
wise to look to him for 
guidance. St. Joseph pro-

tected, loved, and dignified those forgotten by the world. 
Even though Jesus wasn’t his biological son, St. Joseph 
adopted and loved him as his own. We should consider 
the vulnerable elderly as family and treat them with the 
love and dignity God intended for them. 

Our most fragile seniors are some of  the most defense-
less members of  society; they’re often neglected after 
they can no longer contribute economically. According to 
the Center for Disease Control, “Nearly one-fourth of  
adults aged 65 and older are considered to be socially iso-

lated.” And, “Social isolation was associated with 50 per-
cent increased risk of  dementia, and it significantly 
increased a person’s risk of  premature death of  all caus-
es.” (“Loneliness.”) These statistics will worsen over time 
if  society doesn’t change the tendency to undervalue the 
elderly. 

Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For I know well the plans I 
have in mind for you — oracle of  the Lord — plans for 
your welfare and not for woe, to give you a future of  
hope.” God’s plan remains even when people become 
physically and mentally diminished. In the last year of  
her life, my Nana carried out God’s plan for her. Despite 
Parkinson’s disease weakening her body and dementia 
confusing her mind, God used her to teach me selfless-
ness, resilience, and joy in the midst of  suffering. 

My Nana was so grateful when I visited her outside of  
her nursing home window. She smiled and asked me 
questions about school and even tried to make me laugh. I 
remember her soft smile as she held my hand . She 
showed me how to find hope in even the worst situations. 
Nana would ask me how I was doing and if  I needed any-
thing, teaching me hospitality and generosity even as she 
was confined to her bed. Although my Nana recently 
passed away, I hope to follow her legacy and live faithfully, 
give generously, and choose joy, no matter how hard life 
becomes. 

It’s our job to follow in St. Joseph’s footsteps and stand 
up for the weak. The Catechism of  the Catholic Church 
states, “The duty of  making oneself  a neighbor to others 
and actively serving them becomes even more urgent 
when it involves the disadvantaged, in whatever area this 
may be” (1932). 

When considering my Nana’s last years of  life, it 

didn’t require much effort to reach out and check on her. 
Many times, when we arrived at her nursing home, Nana 
would mention she was afraid, but our family’s mere 
presence brought her reassurance. So many of  our elder-
ly are anxious, alone, and fearful of  being forgotten. 

When visiting her nursing home, I can remember 
countless residents sitting by themselves, confused, with 
no idea where they were. Love and care are shown 
through simple acts like visiting, holding a hand, saying a 
prayer, sharing a meal, and asking about memories. We 
can continue the fight beyond the walls of  the nursing 
home by advocating for the worth of  our seniors, ensur-
ing proper medical care is given and physical needs are 
met. Treating our elderly as loved individuals instead of  
disregarded burdens can give our wisest members of  
society the strength to continue. 

Joseph said yes to God and led Mary and Jesus coura-
geously. It’s our calling to say yes to the culture of  life. As 
young teenagers, we can set an example and be the gener-
ation that values our elders’ wisdom. It’s our calling to 
follow in the footsteps of  Joseph and take the harder 
path. We are called to love as God loves. 

My Nana may be gone from this temporal world, but 
my call to justice isn’t over. God continues to call me to 
advocate for the elderly, to love those abandoned and for-
gotten, and remind others of  their value and the plan God 
has for their life. He calls me to fight for our seniors’ right 
to life. 

Lila Harris is an eighth-grade student at Blessed 
Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell. This is her first place essay 
in the Diocese of  Covington’s 2022 Pro-Life Essay Contest.

Lila Harris, Pro-Life 
Essay Contest Winner

PRO-LIFE ESSAY
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COMMENTARY

Peter’s confusion
Peter, who seems reluctant to hear a message of  a suf-

fering Messiah, follows Jesus to the mountain top just as 
the journey to Jerusalem begins. 

“Come with me to the top of  this mountain.” There is 
still dew on the ground and fog in the air. The mountain 
looms steep and rugged before them as the sun begins to 
rise. Peter is filled with morning musings about recent 

events. Just six days ago 
he thought he had signifi-
cant insights into the 
direction life was going 
(Mark 8:31-33). Jesus is the 
Christ, the Messiah. 

While uncertain about 
the source of  his knowl-
edge, he was certain at 
that moment that all of  
God’s promises were ful-
filled in Jesus. “You are 
rock, Simon, we will call 
you ‘Rocky’ and on this 
rock we will build.” Ah, 
building, yes, let’s build a 
home on good solid 
ground with a good mort-

gage rate. Let’s have a home, a nation with secure borders 
and all the nations blessing us. But no more were the 
words out of  his mouth and affirmed when Jesus began 
speaking unthinkable things about suffering and dying 
and who knows what else. “Heaven preserve you, Lord,” 
he had said, trying to straighten out the thinking of  this 
messiah. What’s the good of  building and having keys if  
it comes to this? Lose yourself  to save yourself? 
Nonsense. 

A mental review ensues — the call, the attraction, 
leaving the nets and his possessions, even his father and 
the family business (Mark 1:16-18). Risky, but for the 
moment he was sure about this call. He hoped that Jesus 

was the one who would lead them to be the numerous 
descendants of  Abraham, at home in their own land, 
blessed by all nations (Gen 12:1-3). Was it too much to 
hope for? After all, it was promised again and again, and 
the occasional rainbow reminded him of  it (Gen 9:14-17). 

That incident six days ago put him in a cloud about 
Jesus. Maybe he should go back to fishing — his father 
would surely welcome him back to the family business. 
He would offer to start at the bottom, mending the nets 
and stuff  like that. Fishing was “iffy” at times but more 
predictable than following Jesus. Just when he had it fig-
ured out, Jesus said something that showed him how lit-
tle he understood. Fishing he understood. 

When he attempted to straighten out Jesus’ thinking, 
Jesus had called him not “Rock” but “Satan.” Fishing 
looked better all the time. Warm from the sun and exer-
tion, Peter calculates the remaining distance. This moun-
tain reminds him of  Mount Sinai where both Moses and 
Elijah had met God. Moses received the law to guide 
them. The law and fish. That is enough for a child of  
Abraham. He has the prophets too, Elijah and the others. 
What more does he need? Certainly not talk of  losing 
yourself  and taking up a cross. 

He gazes at the landscape, the land God gives to him 
and his people. Strange God, calling Abraham to leave a 
secure home (Gen 12:1-3). Asking him to give a beloved 
son back to God (Gen 22). Asking Moses to take people for 
a 40-year trek through a treacherous desert where on a 
mountain he met God face to face and received the law. 

Elijah, too, climbed a mountain, Peter muses. So now 
we have the promise to Abraham, the law given to Moses, 
the words of  the prophets. With these he can settle in a 
home, built on rock. It is enough. 

What is this? Is the sun rising a second time today? He 
feels its rays on his face. Jesus, you too have seen God, 
your face, like that of  Moses, is shining with the glory of  
God. And now, there are Moses and Elijah, too, convers-

The essential element of friendshipCutesy-pie vs. 
Contrition “Make new friends, but keep the old. One is silver and 

the other, gold.” 
I remember singing this song when I was in the 

Brownies as a young girl. As I look back on my life, this 
song invokes all kinds of  memories of  people who have 

shaped my life through 
their friendship. 

Friendship can be a 
convincing motivator to 
try something new. There 
were periods in my life 
when I would not go or try 
without the urging of  a 
friend. There are a few 
that stand out for me: 

My first summer camp 
as a 5th grader. Four 
friends and I spent a week 
“on our own” at a basket-
ball camp hosted at 
Waynesburg College. We 
were pipsqueaks, all nerv-

ous, on our own, to leave home for a week, but together, 
courageous to try some independence. We felt like big 
shots, despite our tiny statures, staying on a college cam-
pus, deciding if  and when to shower, staying up late and 
walking to the cafeteria on our own. No parents! This 
scary but exciting experience quickly became a tradition 
over the next five summers, our hygiene significantly 
improving over time, visiting various college campuses 
and carrying the best memories forward. 

My first and only half  marathon. I love to run, but I 
had never considered training for anything other than a 
5K until a friend asked me to join her in training for the 
Flying Pig half  marathon. She was new to running. We 
spent many Sundays together pushing ourselves to dis-
tances never considered before. We became much closer 
during those training days. We challenged each other. We 
encouraged each other. Crossing that finish line was an 
amazing feeling that reinforced for me that most limits 
we face are imposed on ourselves. I needed that friend to 

bring me to this realization. 
My first retreat at St. Mary Parish. A dear friend 

asked multiple times if  I would attend the Christ Renews 
His Parish retreat. As we were both transplants to 
Campbell County, she shared how the retreat helped her 
meet and connect with some special people who were 
focused on growing in their faith. She was persistent and 
introduced me to some of  these special people, who in 
turn, were also quite pesky in their attempts to convince 
me to attend. Finally, I caved. And, I am so glad I did. This 
retreat was a turning point in my life and set me on a 
path to make some significant changes, ultimately lead-
ing to where I am today at St. Vincent de Paul. 

Think of  all the things a friend has asked you to do. I 
would expect many of  these memories represent some-
thing you enjoyed or something that offers a good story to 
share, and most definitely something that brings a smile 
to your face. Friends give us confidence. Good friends 
build us up. Good friends give us the courage to keep 
going. 

Friendship is one of  the essential elements of  St. 
Vincent de Paul. It all started with Frederic Ozanam, our 
founder, gathering his six closest friends and saying, “Let 
us go to the poor.” That continues today. We do not do this 
alone. We serve in friendship, visiting our neighbors in 
their homes (like dropping in on a friend) in groups of  
two. We then extend friendship to these neighbors 
through our kind and compassionate interaction with 
them. We build them up. We give them the courage to 
keep going. 

Just as importantly, the life of  a St. Vincent de Paul 
parish conference relies on this essential element of  
friendship. Each parish conference is made up of  a group 
of  servant leaders, united by experiences and memories, 
forming a community of  faith. Regular meetings encour-
age fellowship and sharing. These meetings are not busi-
ness meetings. They play a purposeful role to keep friend-
ship at the center of  this ministry — friendship that sup-
ports each other’s journeys to know God. We build each 
other up. We give each other the courage to keep going. 

The readings for the fourth Sunday of  Lent — 
Year “C” are: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-
21; and Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 

“Cutesy-pie” spiritualities are always a form of  idola-
try. What is a cutesy-pie spirituality? Well, you know it 
when you see it. However, it’s general characteristic 

involves a reduction of  
the perfection, majesty, 
and otherness of  God to 
something that looks sus-
piciously like us and that 
we find non-threatening, 
kitsch, comfortable, and 
cute. 

Such notions of  spiri-
tuality find it hard to 
accept that God, for the 
sake of  purifying his cho-
sen people, would have 
them wander in the desert 
for 40 years before he 
would say to Joshua — 

Moses’ successor — “Today I have removed the reproach 
of  Egypt from you;” a reproach due to an obstinate rebel-
liousness against the God who had liberated them. 

The spirit of  our postmodern, consumerist, philosoph-
ically materialist and technological age presents chal-
lenges to our capacity to recognize the inexorable holi-
ness of  God, which judges and condemns us, to grasp the 
divine agony over sin and ruin; and to respond lovingly 
to the depth of  the divine mercy and long-suffering by 
which we are saved. Jesus is reduced so exclusively to the 
realm of  the “reduced” that the mystery of  the all-holy 
God in him is faded, if  not lost. For even with those who 
have faith, there is a tendency to grow tired of  the chal-
lenge of  God and his call to holiness — of  being “other” 
in the midst of  the world. 

Our Lenten observances of  praying, fasting and alms-
giving are meant, in part, to be a corrective to the distort-
ing forces of  the age that act on us. They are meant to 
bring us to new realization that, “God is glorious, he is 
indestructible truth, eternal beauty. That is the funda-
mental, comforting security of  our faith. Yet this also 
contains an implicit imperative to us, corresponding to 
the first three commandments of  the Decalogue: to 
ensure that God’s great glory is not sullied or distorted in 
the world, that his greatness and his holy will are held in 
honor” (Pope Benedict, “Jesus of  Nazareth”). 

Do we not realize we are in constant peril of  lowering 
the person of  Christ to our sentiments instead of, as St. 
Paul exhorts us to do, elevating our hearts and minds — 
our very being — to Christ’s truth? “Whoever is in Christ 
is a new creation: the old things have passed away; 
behold new things have come. And all this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and given 
us the ministry of  reconciliation, namely God was recon-
ciling the world to himself  in Christ.” 

One of  the effects of  the cutesy-pie approach to disci-
pleship is that we no longer recognize the bracing need 
for the “ministry of  reconciliation” as an essential prac-
tice of  our imitation of  Christ, which beckons us to live 
within the glory, truth and beauty of  God. The concrete 
expression of  the ministry of  reconciliation is the recep-
tion of  the Sacrament of  Reconciliation, which is a defin-
itive encounter with what I like to call “the Real Presence 
of  the Divine Mercy of  Jesus.” 

We tend to assume many things we do aren’t actually 
sins or that those things WE CHOOSE to acknowledge as 
sins are just forgiven because we’re “nice” people. That 
all too common approach embodies within it the spiritu-
ally deadly trifecta of  pride, presumption, and ignorance, 
which results in the worst of  spiritual maladies — hard-
ness of  heart. 

We see this awful malady on vivid display in the bru-
tal narcissism of  the prodigal son who pronounces his 
father dead to him and demands an early payout of  his 
inheritance. He steps out into the world and becomes pos-
sessed by it. He dissipates himself  and comes close to 
death. In his experience of  ruin and fear of  death, the 

Karen Zengel

VIEWPOINT

Father Phillip DeVous

GO AND GLORIFY

Sister Fidelis Tracy, 
C.D.P.
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David Cooley 
Contributor 

In the Gospel of  John (4:4-42), Jesus encounters a 
Samarian woman at Jacob’s well. This woman had been 
married five times and was, at that time, living with yet 
another man. Elsewhere in the Gospels Jesus affirms the 
original intention of  marriage being between one man 
and one woman for life (cf. Matt 19:3-9), but he also clearly 
recognizes that we live in a fallen world where even the 
most intimate relationships can sometimes fail. 

What’s striking in 
Jesus’ encounter with 
the Samaritan woman 
by the well is the ten-
derness with which he 
speaks to her, and the 
resounding sympathy 
and compassion he 
feels for her. He never 
speaks to her — or any 
other hurting person 
in the Gospels — in a 
way that increases 
pain. He offers “living 
water,” namely, him-
self, which is what the 
woman — all of  us — 
is truly searching for. 
The Church, both the 
institution and the 

People of  God, are called to reach out to others in this same 
way. 

In the Diocese of  Covington, the New Beginnings pro-
gram is offered for individuals who are experiencing or 
have experienced separation and/or divorce. It is an 8-
week, faith-based support system, orchestrated by volun-
teer facilitators, that strives to bring comfort and healing 
to those who are grieving the loss of  their marriage. 

Jay Buckley, parishioner, Immaculate Heart of  Mary, 
Burlington, and Vicki Brueggeman, St. Timothy, Union, 
are two of  the facilitators that lead New Beginnings. 

Mr. Buckley, who has been a facilitator for 20 years, said 
that there is a great need for this ministry. 

“Divorce can be an awful, scary, lonely time. You feel 
like you’re a failure and, in some cases, you’re afraid to go 
to church, and that is not right,” said Mr. Buckley. 

Since the Church does not recognize civil divorce as 

legitimate, a Catholic couple who divorces in a civil court 
is still married in the eyes of  God and the Church. 
Marriage is permanent, and the only way to “end a mar-
riage” is through a decree of  nullity, which means that the 
marriage was never valid in the first place. However, this 
can get complicated, and sadly, often times leads to misun-
derstandings. 

“The first thing Catholics should know is that a 
divorced or separated individual can still be Catholic in 
good standing,” said Mr. Buckley said. “When you go 
through a divorce you feel like you are alone, but the bot-
tom line is that you are not. That is one of  the great things 
about New Beginnings, you get to meet people who share 
the same struggles, hear their stories, and understand that 

you are not alone.” 
Mrs. Brueggeman said that New Beginnings truly is a 

“fresh start.” 
“It’s a place to go where people understand what you’re 

going through. They listen to you and they don’t expect 
you ‘to just get over it,’” Mrs. Brueggeman said. “It’s nice 
to be in a place where everyone is going through the same 
thing. They’re supportive, caring, understanding and they 
don’t judge you.” 

Mrs. Brueggeman and Mr. Buckley agreed that unless 
you have been through a separation or divorce you cannot 
fully appreciate what it is like. 

“It’s not just an end to the relationship between you and 
your spouse, you’re losing their whole family; and, in some 
cases, you are losing all your friends and everything else,” 
Mr. Buckley said. “It can be really, really hard.” 

Mrs. Bruggeman said that your whole life plan has been 
destroyed. 

“All your traditions are gone, all your plans for the 
future; you really have to start from scratch,” she said. 
“But New Beginnings is truly a new start.” 

Mr. Buckley said that New Beginnings is a process. 
“It’s a step-by-step method that is meant to help the par-

ticipants deal with grief  and anger and address various 
topics that come up,” he said. 

Mrs. Bruggeman said that New Beginnings is designed 
to serve individuals on a spiritual, emotional, and practi-
cal level — whatever they need. 

“I feel like this program truly helps people through 
probably one of  the worst, if  not the worst, experiences of  
their life, and helps them to have hope for the future,” she 
said. “Not only do the facilitators help the participants, but 
the participants also help each other.” 

Mr. Buckley and Mrs. Bruggeman both acknowledged 
that, realistically, most likely people aren’t going to be per-
fectly fine after the 8-week program. But New Beginnings 
is designed to give people the tools they need to deal with 
the pain, grief, fear, and anger that can come from this sit-
uation, whether they were divorced 20 years ago or are 
newly separated. 

“New Beginnings is about healing,” Mr. Buckley said. 
“The Program helps you look at things through the eyes of  
faith and take a fresh approach to life.” 

To learn more about New Beginnings visit https://cov-
dio.org/new-beginnings-2/ or call (859) 392-1592. 

David Cooley is co-director for the Office of  Catechesis 
and Evangelization for the Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

New Beginnings — a pastoral, supportive approach  
to healing after divorce/separation

Catholic Charities provides individual, child, 
family, and marriage counseling.  

For program information or to schedule an 
appointment:Call Client Care (859) 581-8974 
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“The Synod Fathers noted  
that ‘special discernment is  

indispensable for the pastoral 
care of  those who are  
separated, divorced or  

abandoned. Respect needs  
to be shown especially for  

the sufferings of  those  
who have unjustly endured  

separation, divorce or  
abandonment, or those who  

have been forced by  
maltreatment from a husband  

or a wife to interrupt  
their life together.’”

– Pope Francis (“Amoris Laetitia” n. 242, 
quoting “Relatio Synodi” [2014], n. 47)
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Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — In a world still reeling from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and starting to feel the threat of  
nuclear war between Russia and Western nations, Pope 
Francis said that symbol of  Noah and the great flood that 
wiped out humanity “is gaining ground in our subcon-
scious.” 

The allure of  technological progress to eradicate illness 
and prolong life is often mingled with the focus on the “final 
catastrophe that will extinguish us, such as would happen 

with an eventual atomic war,” he said March 16 at his week-
ly general audience. 

“The ‘day after’ this — if  we are still here, days and 
human beings — we will have to start from scratch. Destroy 
everything to start again from scratch,” the pope said. 

“Now more than ever,” he said, “the wisdom of  the elder-
ly is needed to prevent the path of  self-destruction by 
denouncing corruption and a relativistic lifestyle.” 

Pope Francis was continuing his series of  talks dedicat-
ed to the meaning and value of  old age and reflected on the 
theme, “Seniority, a resource for a carefree youth.” 

Elderly people, the pope said, can easily “grasp the 
deception” that often ensnares young people into obsessing 
over ephemeral pleasures that lead to a “life without 
thought, without sacrifice, without interiority, without 

beauty, without truth, without justice, without love; this is 
all corruption.” 

Reflecting on the biblical account of  the great flood and 
God’s decision to wipe out humanity after seeing “how 
great the wickedness of  the human race had become on the 
earth,” the pope noted that, in his wisdom, God entrusted 
saving life on the earth to Noah, “the oldest of  us all.” 

Using symbolic language, he said, the Bible presents 
God’s actions as a “paradoxical twist of  mercy,” since elim-
inating humanity would spare future victims from “corrup-
tion, violence and injustice.” 

Recalling Jesus’ warning that the coming of  the son of  
Man would catch people unaware, just as they were before 
the flood, the pope explained that when people focus solely 

on enjoying life, they tend to not perceive corruption or 
ignore it. 

With their life experience, older people are more adept at 
spotting corruption and at being “prophets against corrup-
tion as Noah was in his time.” However, he also warned of  
those elderly people who “have not matured and become old 
with the same corrupt habits of  the young.” 

“We, women and men of  a certain age — not to say old, 
because some are offended — must not forget that we have 
the wisdom to say to others, ‘Look, this path of  corruption 
leads nowhere,’” Pope Francis said. 

“We must be like good wine that in the end, when aged, 
can give a good message and not a bad one,” he said.
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The Thomas More University women’s basketball team 
brought home the NAIA National Championship after 
both the men’s and women’s teams won their way into the 
“Fab Four” as a result of  hotly contested games the previ-
ous Saturday. The Saints were the only program in the 
nation to put both their women’s and men’s teams into the 
NAIA semifinals. 

“The Saints have represented our University exception-
ally through their unwavering efforts and dedication,” 
said Dr. Joseph Chillo, president, TMU. “We congratulate 
our men’s team on an excellent season and their Fab Four 
appearance and the women’s team on bringing home the 
National Championship victory.” 

TMU’s women’s basketball team defeated Dordt on 
Tuesday evening, March 22, for a 77-65 win, taking home 
their first NAIA National Championship title. This was the 
second year in a row that the Saints made an appearance 
in the championship game. Senior Graduate student ath-
lete Alexah Chrisman secured the Tournament MVP 
award with an excellent performance on both the defen-
sive and offensive (16 points) ends of  the floor, and 
Chrisman and Taylor Clos were named to the NAIA All-
Tournament Team. 

The women’s team finished a remarkable season with 
an overall record of  32-4 and 19-2 in conference. The team 
earned the title of  Mid-South Conference (MSC) Regular 
Season Champions. Head coach Jeff  Hans was recognized 
as MSC Coach of  the Year, while the women athletes saw 
major accomplishments with five players named MSC All-
Conference, ten players earning MSC Academic All-
Conference distinction, and junior Zoie Barth earning 
College Sports Information Directors of  America 
(CoSIDA) Academic All-District. 

The men’s team eliminated top-seeded Oklahoma 
Wesleyan, 59-56, on Saturday to advance to Monday’s semi-
finals matchup against Talladega. After battling back from 
a deficit to send the game to overtime, with Saints came up 
short in a heart breaking last second loss ending their sea-
son with a 77-78 score. The men still have a lot to celebrate 
this season, finishing with the best record in program his-
tory, earning the title of  MSC Regular Season Champions 
for first time in program history, and being the first Saints 

men’s basketball team to be nationally ranked in the top 5. 
In addition, three players made MSC All-Conference and 
red shirt junior Ryan Batte earned MSC player of  the year, 
and made the Bevo Francis Award Top 100 and Top 50 
Watchlist. Team leadership garnered recognition with 
Thomas More head coach Justin Ray receiving MSC 
Coach of  the Year and assistant coach Spencer Berlekamp 
receiving MSC Assistant Coach of  the Year.

Thomas More Saints bring home NAIA Championship

Thomas More University’s Women’s basketball team celebrate mid-court following their NAIA tournament win over 
Dordt University, March 22, at the Tyson Events Center, Iowa.

Pope says elderly must be prophets, warning of world’s ‘self-destruction’

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis greets a baby during his general audience in 
the Paul VI hall at the Vatican March 16, 2022.
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Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

“When I pray, I feel like God could be 
my dad, God could be my friend, God 
can be on the same level as me and I 
feel like that relationship is closer 
than what I used to have,” said Lalita 
Forsthoefel, RCIA candidate, St. 
Joseph Parish, Cold Spring. 

Mrs. Forsthoefel is originally from 
Thailand and moved to the United 
States in 2014. She met her now hus-
band, Ryan, through work; both are engi-
neers for the Thailand and United States 
locations and met at the company’s headquar-
ters in Japan during a seminar. Mrs. Forsthoefel lived in 
Dayton and Cincinnati, Ohio, before moving to her current 
location here in Kentucky and marrying Ryan in 2016. 

Mrs. Forsthoefel’s decision to join the Catholic faith 
was gradual; it began by attending Church on Sundays 
with her husband and his family, but she was really influ-
enced by her husband’s grandparents. Mrs. Forsthoefel 
spent a lot of  time with Ryan’s grandparents when his 
grandfather became ill. During that time Mrs. Forsthoefel 
watched how the grandmother cared for the grandfather 
with such love and care. The grandmother prayed for her 
husband every day and Mrs. Forsthoefel was inspired see-
ing the couple’s deep love for each other after being mar-
ried for so many years. After talking with Mr. Forsthoefel’s 
grandmother Mrs. Forsthoefel realized the role faith 
played in their relationship and wanted that same bond 
with her husband. 

“Loving someone from just a relationship of  love is not 
going to bring you that lifelong fulfillment. During life 
there are going to be other factors that come into play, and 
so I think the Catholic faith helped Ryan’s grandma and 
grandpa strengthen their relationship and I want to try 
and bring that to our relationship,” Mrs. Forsthoefel said. 

Mrs. Forsthoefel was raised practicing Buddhism with 
her family, and while she does not compare the two, Mrs. 
Forsthoefel says there are differences between the two reli-
gions. 

One difference Mrs. Forsthoefel described when com-
paring Catholicism and Buddhism is that, “Buddhism has 
more of  a belief  in one person, a marked individual, a 
smart guy … Catholics believe in God, and he is not just a 
human being which is a different type of  belief  and per-

spective,” she said. 
Mrs. Forsthoefel has also noticed a difference in how 

she prays now that she has gained a greater understanding 
of  the Catholic faith. In the past, she looked at God as a 
boss or someone above her, because in Buddhism monks 
and priests are looked at on a much higher level than the 
common people. She never had that relationship with God 
as a needed friend in the different areas of  her life. 

“Now, when I pray I feel like God could be 
my dad, God could be my friend, God can be 
on the same level as me and I feel like that 
relationship is closer than what I used to 
have,” said Mrs. Forsthoefel. 

That understanding of  prayer has helped 
Mrs. Forsthoefel feel closer to God, but that is 
not the only thing that has strengthened her 
belief. As an engineer, Mrs. Forsthoefel said 
there are many things that science and man 
alone cannot explain. 

“I don’t believe that just smarts can con-
vert everything. I am an engineer, but there 
are so many things that we couldn’t explain 
by science or engineering, and that’s kind of  
part of  why I believe in God,” Mrs. 
Forsthoefel said. 

Mrs. Forsthoefel’s favorite part about the 
Mass has been praying together every 
Sunday; gathering in prayer reminds her of  a 
team effort and has allowed Mrs. Forsthoefel 
to feel and embrace the community of  the 
Church. 

Mrs. Forsthoefel’s decision to join the 
Church has been supported by her and her 
husband’s families. She is still in contact with 
her family in Thailand, and while COVID has 
restricted her travel home, her family has 
been very supportive, and her dad always 
calls and asks how her RCIA classes are 
going. Mrs. Forsthoefel has also enjoyed 
learning the Catholic lifestyle and that the 
“rules” of  the Church are more of  a way of  
life. 

“Sometimes people look at the Catholic 
faith or religion as strict with so many rules 
you cannot be normal, but when you learn 
and know the reason why these rules are in 
place and understand that these rules have a 

reason to everything, you understand they are not just 
rules in place for the sake of  having rules, they are all in 
place for a reason,” Mrs. Forsthoefel said. 

Now expecting their first child and finishing up the 
RCIA process, Mrs. Forsthoefel says she has found a 
greater appreciation in the little things and sees more hap-
piness in life, which she feels has increased through her 
decision to join the Catholic faith.

Discovering new relationships through faith

Lalita Forsthoefel

Living
CHRIST

Ziegler photo
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, 
Sundays, noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the fol-
lowing channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; 
Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and DirectTV 25. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky is 
hosting its second annual art fundraiser event, 
“Creative Compassion,” March 31, Drees Pavilion, 
Covington. Tickets available online at www.svdpnky.org. 
Cost $65. For information e-mail marypat.behler@ 
svdpnky.org. 

Covington Catholic High School announces a 
sacred music concert, March 31, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, fea-
turing the University of  Louisville Cardinal Singers, 
the Northern Kentucky University Chamber Choir, 
and the Covington Catholic High School Chamber 
Choir.  

Friday, April 1, at 6:45 a.m. in the St. Francis of  Assisi 
Chapel at Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria. 

Holy Cross District High School’s 24th annual 
Mulch Sale, deliver begins April 1, lasting minimum 
four weeks. Mulch $4.75 per bag; pine straw $8.50 per 
bale, includes delivery in Kenton, Boone and Campbell 
counties and sales tax. Order online at 
www.hcmulch.com or call 392-8999. 

Using Art in Faith Formation – Workshop April 5 
and 7, 6–8 p.m., Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell. 
Discover ways to use art, film, music and literature in 
faith formation. All are welcome. Cost $35. To register, 
visit www.covdio.org/register. 

Retreat for women and men, April 8–10, St. Walburg 
Monastery Guest House, Villa Hills. Due to COVID 
restrictions at the monastery meals will be “on your 
own,” bringing food in or going out. Arrangements 
and fees are determined with reservation. Contact 
Sister Dorothy Schuette, 443-8515 or 
dorothysosb@gmail.com. 

Thomas More University’s preview day, April 27, 6-8 
p.m., for students beginning their college search. 
RSVP at thomasmore.edu/preview or contact admis-
sions  
by e-mailing admissions@thomasmore.edu or calling 
344-3332.

Villa Madonna Academy scores at KUNA 
Villa Madonna Academy had a successful trip to the Middle School Kentucky United Nations Assembly (KUNA) in 
Louisville. Quinn Holtzman, freshman, led the conference as Secretary General. She helped plan the student-led confer-
ence and reviewed resolutions with her Chief  of  Staff, Chloe Schaeffer. Quinn was the first Villa student to be elected to 
KUNA’s highest office, but she is not the last. Eighth-grader Ryan McLagan was elected to lead next year’s middle school 
conference.  Villa’s student delegation earned the Outstanding Statesmanship award for having the highest overall quali-
ty of  contribution to debate. Students also earned Outstanding Country Representation. They represented Ireland at the 
conference. They performed an Irish jig, wrote a resolution from Ireland’s point of  view, and debated other resolutions 
from Ireland’s perspective. In addition, Villa’s Security Council team of  Ksenia Miller and Riley Clark won Outstanding 
Security Council Members. They represented China on the council and debated issues such as internal conflicts, military 
overreach, and women, peace, and security. 
Villa’s resolution group of  Maddie Carroll, Lily Lewis, Olive Kuhns, and Cam Kratzer wrote a resolution asking member 
nations to adopt consistent by-name standards for counting youth who are struggling with homelessness arguing there is 
not an accurate count of  people who lack housing. Their resolution was voted by their peers to win a Schools Choice 
Award, and it passed in their voting committee. 
Three Villa students earned Outstanding Speaker awards: Maddie Carroll, Kate Bertoli, and Carmen DeAtley-Rosales.

Special Dates:  
 
St. Mary Parish, 
Alexandria, 4–7:30 p.m., 
March 25 

St. Benedict Parish, 
Covington, 4:45–7 p.m. 
April 1 

St. Cecilia Parish, 
Independence, 5–8 p.m., 
April 1, 8 

Our Savior Parish, 
Covington,  
noon–6 p.m., April 8 

 
Every Friday of 

Lent:  
March 25,  
April 1, 8 

 
St. Agnes Parish,  
Ft. Wright, 5–8 p.m. 

St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington, 4–7 p.m., 
(and April 15) 

St. Augustine, 
Augusta, 5–6:30 p.m. 

St. Barbara Parish, 
Erlanger, 4:30–8 p.m. 
Drive-thru closes  
at 7:30 p.m.  

St. Bernard Parish, 
Dayton, 5–7 p.m. 

St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish, Ft. Thomas, 
4:30–7:30 p.m. 

St. Edward Parish, 
Cynthiana, 11a.m.–1 p.m 
and 5–7 p.m. 

 

St. Francis Xavier 
Parish Knights of 
Columbus, Falmouth, 
4:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Holy Cross District 
High School, Latonia, 
5–8 p.m. 

Immaculate Heart  
of Mary Parish, 
Burlington,  
4:30– 7:30 p.m. 

St. James Parish, 
Brooksville, 
4:30–6:30 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish, 
Camp Springs,  
4–7:30 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus, 
Fr. Bealer Council 
#3908, Elsmere,  
lunch 11:00–2:00 p.m.;  
dinner, 4:30–8 p.m. 

Mary, Queen of 
Heaven Parish, 
Erlanger, 4–8 p.m. 

St. Patrick Parish, 
Taylor Mill,  
4:30–7:30 p.m.  

St. Paul Parish, 
Florence,  
4:30– 7:30 p.m. 

St. Thomas Parish,  
Ft. Thomas, 4–8 p.m. 

St. Timothy Parish, 
Union, drive-thru,  
4:30–7:30 p.m.;  
dine-in, 5– 7 p.m. 

St. William Parish, 
Williamstown,  
4:30–7:30 p.m.,  
carry out only 

Friday Lenten Fish Frys 

Remember you are dust 
Father Damian Hils, pastor, led a Palm Burning Service 
at Blessed Sacrament School, the day before Ash 
Wednesday. The ashes from the palm burning were used 
the next day during Ash Wednesday Mass. Father 
Augustine Aidoo and Deacon Jim Bayne distributed 
ashes at the All School Mass.

Serving neighbors 
The second graders at St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs, 
made snack bags for The Parish Kitchen for their service 
learning project this year.

Newsworthy 
Jonas Lescoe, senior, Villa 
Madonna Academy, Villa Hills, 
has been awarded a 2022 
Anthony Muñoz Foundation’s 
Straight ‘A’ Scholarship for: 
Academic excellence, Athletic 
achievements, strong Ambition, 
winning Attitude, the ability to 

overcome Adversity and having an Active role in 
the community. One of 18 recipients, Jonas will 
receive a one-time $2,000 college scholarship 
and will be honored at the Straight ‘A’ Luncheon 
at Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse in April.
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Chadwick. 
“I love to read, and I can’t imagine not having access to 

books. I wanted to let other kids experience the joy of  read-
ing. We collected books from our neighborhood and creat-
ed a free library for the apartment residents. When we 
delivered the books, one little boy came into the room 
immediately. He was so happy … He started planning 
which books to borrow each day. He said, ‘I’m going to take 
this one today and I’m going to take this one tomorrow.’ I 
was grateful I was able to witness his joy,” wrote Mr. 
Chadwick. 

Miss Huss’ essay laid out both a biblical and scientific 
defense for life in the womb. 

“‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I consecrated you.’ (Jer 1:5) … 
Children are a gift from the Lord, and we are told that ‘the 
fruit of  the womb is a reward’ (Psalm 127:3), and ‘you knit 
me in my mother’s womb, nor is my form unknown to you’ 
(Psalm 139:13, 15). In the Hail Mary, we say, ‘Blessed is the 
fruit of  your womb, Jesus.’ He was called Jesus even while 
he was in the womb, not just after he was born. When talk-
ing to God, Daniel said, ‘Your eyes even saw me as an 
embryo’ (Psalm 139:15) … People like to use the expression 
‘my body, my choice,’ … ‘Do you not know that your body 
is a temple of  the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own (1 
Corinthians 6:19),’” are Miss Huss’ biblical responses sup-
porting the unborn. 

“Although God’s word is firm about the beginning of  
life, there is also plenty of  scientific evidence,” Miss Huss 
wrote. “For example, a baby’s heart can be seen beating 
within 22 days of  conception, signals from the brain are 

detected at 6 weeks, the baby hiccups by 7 weeks, and the 
embryo moves by itself  between 5-6 weeks … In conclu-
sion, every aborted human being was known by God and 
had a purpose … He has a plan for all of  us.” 

In his closing remarks Bishop Iffert thanked the stu-
dents for “a wonderful, beautiful evening.” And he shared 
with them the “secret of  life” and the “secret to happi-
ness.” 

“The more we stand up and use our strength and bend 
our backs and use ourselves in service, the greater that 
dignity we have is multiplied,” Bishop Iffert said. “We bear 
the image and likeness of  God when we empty ourselves 
out in service to our neighbor, in imitation of  Christ who 
emptied himself  out in service to us. 

“So I ask you today to be strong in your defense of  life 
at every stage and to give of  yourself  to build others up.”

Blessed Sacrament 
School, Ft. Mitchell 

Lila Harris (first place) 

Ella Petzelt 

Jane Schuh 

 

Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School, 
Burlington 

Juliana Mendez 

Maria Dusing 

 

Mary, Queen of 
Heaven School, 
Erlanger 

Madison Arstingstall 

 

St. Agnes School, Ft. 
Wright 

Rylee Huss (third 
place) 

Megan Quandt 

 

St. Augustine School, 
Covington 

Celina Ramirez 

 

St. Cecilia School, 
Independence 

Abby Reed 

 

 

St. Henry Elementary 
School, Elsmere 

Reese Ackerman 

 

St. Joseph School, 
Crescent Springs 

Will Jennings 

Kaitlyn Wert 

 

St. Joseph School, 
Cold Spring 

Abby Combs 

 

St. Mary School, 
Alexandria 

Matthew Riegler 

 

St. Pius X School, 
Edgewood 

Gavin Bain 

Kirtley Hanna 

Callie Fedders 

 

Villa Madonna 
Academy, Villa Hills 

Alex Chadwick  
(second place) 

Drew Thomas 

Eighth Grade Pro-Life Essay Contest 
2021–2022 Finalists 

(Continued from page 3)

Keener photos

(above) All 20 finalists of  the 2022 Pro-Life Essay 
Contest gather around Bishop Iffert at the banquet, 
March 22. 

(left) Faye Roch, director, Pro-Life Office welcomes 
guests. 

(below) Jack Voelker, junior, Covington Catholic High 
School, was one of  four high school students who read 
excerpts from the top 17 essays.
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

On its patronal feast day — the Feast of  
St. Joseph — March 25, St. Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs, held its annual parish 
celebration. This year, Tom Rose was 
awarded the 2022 Noll Service Award — an 
award given to a parishioner that exempli-
fies the parish’s commitment to service, 
community and faith. 

Upon learning that he had been chosen, 
Mr. Rose deflected adulations saying that 
there are many members of  the parish 
who do as much, if  not more, than he does. 

“Maybe he’s right,” said Father Eric 
Boelscher, pastor, in his remarks prior to 
the award presentation. “I could probably 
close my eyes and pick somebody at ran-
dom in this church and they would be a 
worthy candidate for this award. Praise 
God for such a parish.” 

“Love is not abstract. Faith is not 
abstract. It is lived out in personal relationships and serv-
ice. You love the person in front of  you. You dedicate your-
self  to building up this parish and this community,” said 
Father Boelscher, not just about Mr. Rose but of  the mem-
bers of  St. Joseph Parish as a whole. “Thank you, Tom, for 
letting us use you as an example.” 

When Mr. Rose and his wife moved to Northern 
Kentucky in the late 1980s, they joined St. Joseph Parish. 
“You just feel like you’re at home,” Mr. Rose said about the 
parish. 

He immediately joined the parish’s Holy Name Society. 
Mr. Rose said that the Holy Name Society has grown from 

about a dozen members to the over 100 men on the e-mail 
list today. Typically over 50 men attend the monthly meet-
ings. Their mission and ministry is to be of  service to the 
parish and the local community. Mr. Rose simply puts it, 
“we raise money to give it away.” 

The Holy Name Society does a lot of  the work around 
the parish. Some of  the building projects the Holy Name 
Society has completed include: the handicap ramp for 
church, the playground, the altar for the tabernacle and 
most recently the renovation of  the rectory. 

Additionally, any organization or person in the local 
community can apply for assistance from the Holy Name 

Society. The maximum amount of  assistance given at one 
time is $500. They also help individuals with projects they 
need completed at their home. “You can’t believe all the 
people that come to us that need assistance,” Mr. Rose said. 
“Some years we (funds) get real low but God rewards us 
and we’re doing pretty good right now.” 

Mr. Rose finds it odd to be given an award for doing 
something he enjoys. If  anything, he said, all the men of  
the Holy Name Society deserve the Noll Award. 

“I don’t deserve it because for me it’s fun. There’s work, 
but to me it’s fun,” Mr. Rose said. “They’re the greatest 
group of  guys you could ever want to be around.”

St. Joseph Parish reaches out in service to people in need

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

(above left) Father Eric Boelscher presents a statue of  St. Joseph to Tom Rose, the recipient of  the parish’s 2022 Noll Service Award.  
(above right) The Rose family chuckles, while Mr. Rose grimaces, as Father Boelscher explains why he was nominated for the award. Mr. 
Rose struggled with accepting the award, “I don’t deserve it because for me it’s fun,” he said about his service with the Holy Name Society.

Laura Keener 
Editor 

Troy “TJ” Cherry, a fifth grader at St. Cecilia School, 
Independence, found a way to honor three things he loves 
and respects the most — his mom, his faith and the mili-
tary — into one service project, a project he named “Bibles 
for the Brave.” 

TJ was moved by the fact that his mom, who enlisted in 
the Army when she was 16 years old and, with the support 
of  her parents, began basic training at 17, received her 
first Bible along with her dog tags. He wanted to be sure 
that other soldiers would have the Word of  God with them 
as they faced personal challenges while protecting and 
defending freedom and the American people. 

“Just seeing her Bible and how much it helped her 
made me want to do something for the Army, to get more 
Bibles for them,” TJ said. 

“Having the Bible was everything because you’re away 
from your family and by yourself  and I was so young,” 
said Mary Cherry, TJ’s mom.  

Mrs. Cherry is deeply touched by her son’s response to 
her military service — a time of  growth, anxiousness 
being away from her family for the first time, and chal-
lenges as she went through training as a diesel mechanic. 
Mrs. Cherry served five years as an active military mem-
ber at bases in Missouri, Hawaii and Alaska. After active 
duty, she served an additional three years in the Army 
Reserves. 

“I’m proud but not shocked,” Mrs. Cherry said about 
her son’s service project. “He wants to be in the military 
and he loves God; he’s a server at Mass every weekend.” 

Inspired by a classmate who last year made and sold 
bracelets to raise money for a local agricultural learning 
center impacted by lost revenue due to COVID, TJ enlist-
ed his fellow classmates to help make bracelets and knot-
ted rosaries to support Bibles for the Brave. The hand-
made items were sold to the school community. To boost 
sales, TJ created a presentation showing just how impor-
tant Bibles are to service members. TJ was overwhelmed 
by the generosity of  his schoolmates. Together they 
raised over $1,300 to donate to the American Bible 
Society’s Armed Services Ministry. 

TJ was impressed that the 
American Bible Society has a long his-
tory of  providing Bibles to military 
members — even to soldiers on both 
sides of  the Civil War. Since its incep-
tion in 1817, the American Bible 
Society’s Armed Services Ministry has 
supplied more than 60,000,000 Bibles to 
service members, veterans, and their 
families, according to its website. 

As for the money he has raised for 
the Armed Services Ministry, TJ said, 
“I hope it helps others like it helped my 
mom.”

‘Bibles for the Brave’ — a service project  
born out of love for mom, God and country

(above) With the help of  his classmates, Troy “TJ” 
Cherry, made and sold bracelets and rosaries,  
collecting over $1,300 for the American Bible 
Society’s Armed Services Ministry. (left) This 
Bible and cross necklace were given to his mom 
when she entered the military, inspiring TJ’s 
“Bibles for the Brave” service project.

Keener photos

Keener photos
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NortherN KeNtuCKy MoNuMeNt 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate 

3701 Winston Avenue • Covington, Ky  
(ritte’s Corner in Latonia) 

Customized/Personalized Service 

(859) 291-6657 
evening Appointments Available 

• Cemetery Lettering, Vases 
•Bronze and Granite Markers 

www. schott-monument-company.com

For all employees 
and volunteers of 
the Diocese of 
Covington who in 
any way provide a 
safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school insti-
tution leader to 
review the Policies 
and Procedures and 
fill out the 
Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to 
www.virtus.org 
and click on 
Registration. Follow 
the prompts to cre-
ate an account and 
to request a back-
ground check. 
Selection.com is a 
secure site; the back-
ground check is post-
ed on your account 

and you receive a 
copy if you request it 
during the registra-
tion process. You will 
sign up for a VIRTUS 
training class during 
the registration.  

Step 3: Your 
account becomes 
active when your 
background check, 
VIRTUS session and 
Acceptance Form are 
posted on your 
account. You will 
receive 12 bulletins 
per year. You will 
receive e-mail notices 
at system@pub.vir-
tus.org unless your 
computer program 
blocks them. 

 
 
 
 

Bulletin:  
n March bulletin: 

posted, Sunday, 
March 6; due 
Tuesday, April 5 

If your Virtus account 
is inactivated please 
contact your primary 
location for assis-
tance. 

To login: www.vir-
tus.org, enter user id 
and password. 
 
VIRTUS Training 

 
n Monday, April 25, 

6:30–8:30 p.m., 
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish, 
Britt Hall, 
Burlington 

 

 
 

How to access 
Virtual training 
- Go to 

www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and pass-

word 
- Click on Live 

Training on left col-
umn 

- Click on pre-register 
for an upcoming  
session 

- Choose your train-
ing 

Note: If your 
Training Tab is  
missing or you can-
not access your 
account, contact 
your parish, school or 
institution.  

For other difficulties, 
contact Marylu 
Steffen at (859) 392-
1500 or 
msteffen@covdio.org
.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults 
Safe Environment Trainings Junno Arocho Esteves 

Catholic News Service 
VATICAN CITY — The Eucharist com-

memorates Christ’s sacrificial gift to the 
father in the name of  all of  humanity, said 
Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher 
of  the papal household. 

During the Lenten 
meditation he shared 
March 18 with Pope 
Francis and members 
of  the Roman Curia, 
the cardinal compared 
the celebration of  
Mass to a gift for a 
beloved father by a lov-
ing son who paid for it 
himself  yet “secretly 
asks all his brothers 
and sisters to sign the 
gift.” 

“Jesus admires and 
loves his heavenly 
Father immeasurably. 
He wants to give him 
every day, until the end 
of  the world, the most 
precious gift imagina-
ble, that of  his own 
life,” Cardinal Cantalamessa said. 

“In the Mass, he invites all his brothers 
and sisters to affix their signature to the 
gift, so that it reaches God the Father as the 
undivided gift of  all his children, even if  
only one has paid the price of  that gift. And 
what a price!” he told Pope Francis, the car-
dinals and the heads of  Vatican offices pres-

ent. 
Continuing his Friday Lenten medita-

tions on the Eucharist, Cardinal 
Cantalamessa reflected on the Eucharistic 
prayer recited during Mass, beginning with 
the liturgical and ritualistic aspects and 
concluding with its theological and existen-

tial facets. 
Comparing Christ’s sacri-

fice in the Mass to children 
collectively signing a gift for 
their father, the cardinal said 
those signatures are also “the 
few drops of  water that are 
mixed with the wine in the 
chalice.” 

“They are just water, but 
mixed in the chalice they 
become one drink,” he said. 
“Everyone’s signature is the 
solemn ‘Amen’ that the 
assembly pronounces or 
sings at the end of  the doxolo-
gy.” 

Cardinal Cantalamessa 
reminded the pope and the 
members of  the Curia that all 
Christians who have “signed 
a commitment have a duty to 

honor their signature” and that upon leav-
ing Mass, “we too must make of  our lives a 
gift of  love to the Father and for our broth-
ers and sisters.” 

“We are not only called to celebrate the 
Eucharist, but also to make ourselves a 
Eucharist. May God help us to accomplish 
this,” the cardinal said.

Mass is collective gift paid by one

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, 
preacher of  the papal household, 
offers a Lenten meditation to Pope 
Francis and members of  the 
Roman Curia in the Paul VI hall at 
the Vatican March 18, 2022. The 
meditation was on the Eucharist.



ing with Jesus. The Law, the Prophets and Jesus. O! let us 
build here, stop the journey, build booths. 

A cloud like the Shekinah which accompanied them in 
the desert settles over them and God speaks. Looking up 
Peter sees only Jesus and knows with clarity Jesus is the 
Christ, the way to touch the glory of  God. Jesus is the 
covenant, the promise, the home. 

Then, descending the mountain Jesus speaks again 
about death and suffering. Vision, clarity then a message 
of  suffering. Confusion again. But in the midst of  this 

confusion, Peter knows that he will follow, even if  there is 
suffering and losing of  self, Peter will follow. With ques-
tions and confusion, Peter will be there to the end. 

Your hand on me is comfort. Let us go down now and 
prepare to journey with Jesus to Jerusalem and all that 
awaits. Like Peter, may we hold to faith in God’s care 
amid all of  life’s confusing moments and all our doubts. 

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theol-
ogy professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, 
Ky.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the Shopper,s Guide. 
(859) 392-1500

Missed an edition?  
Current and back issues of the Messenger are available online  

at covdio.org/messenger.

“The Adam Project” (Netflix) A smart-alecky tone 
mars this sci-fi action adventure in which a time traveler 
from the year 2050 arrives in the present where he teams 
with his 12-year-old self  to nip a future problem for human-

ity in the bud. 
Behind the flip dia-
logue are some pos-
itive messages 
about family bond-
ing. But a script 
studded with vul-
gar expressions 
makes director 

Shawn Levy’s film grown-up fare. Mostly stylized violence 
with little gore, a scene of  marital sensuality, several pro-
fanities, numerous milder oaths, considerable crude and 
crass language. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to 
catholicnews.com and click on “Extras,” then choose 
“Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications 
are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

Peter’s confusion 
(Continued from page 5) 

We’ve been doing tremendous things together as 
friends. In the last year, we helped over 36,000 people in 
Northern Kentucky meet their basic obligations with dig-
nity. We provided over $455,000 in groceries and over 
$730,000 in rent and utility assistance. Most importantly, 
we left behind a message of  hope, sharing God’s love with 
those who were in some of  their darkest moments. The 
continued vibrancy of  St. Vincent de Paul is only possible 
thanks to this army of  friends. 

So, I ask you, as a friend, would you like to join us? 
Come to a meeting at your parish, see what it is all about. 

Consider volunteering at our call center, one of  our food 
pantries or one of  our stores. Not ready to walk into a 
room of  new future friends? Bring a friend with you! 

We know you will see the face of  God in those you 
encounter — Vincentians and neighbors we serve. We 
hope you will walk away encouraged, with some good sto-
ries to share and a big smile on your face. 

Karen Zengel is executive director, Society of  St. Vincent 
de Paul Northern Kentucky.

The essential element of friendship 
(Continued from page 5) 
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Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the  
Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

PRINCIPAL 
St. Edward School (www.stedwardky.org) in 
Cynthiana, KY is conducting a search for a new  
principal for the 2022-23 school year. St. Edward is  
a traditionally-graded school program educating 
students from kindergarten through grade 5. The 
school is fully accredited, and it is certified by the 
state of Kentucky. Candidates must be practicing 
Roman Catholics in good standing with the Church. 
To begin the application process send a letter of 
interest along with a comprehensive resume,  
including compensation history, and at least five  
references with contact email addresses by email  
or fax to Stephen Koplyay, skoplyay@covdio.org.  
fax 859-392-1589.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Lakeside Park 4 family senior bldg 2nd floor,2 bdr. 
Includes garage, no pets, no smoking, no dishwasher. 
Credit & background check req'd. $795.00 + deposit 
Senior discount available 859-341-2688.

STAFF WRITER/ 
MEDIA CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s official 
weekly newspaper, is growing its mission and is 
adding a full-time Staff Writer/Media Content 
Developer to its editorial staff. This position requires 
a broad range of abilities, including excellent writ-
ing, proofreading, organizational skills, photogra-
phy and digital content development. The successful 
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic and 
will have a commitment to teamwork. The ideal 
candidate will be self-motivated and imaginative, 
with working knowledge of Photoshop and 
Illustrator. In addition to regular office hours, 
evening and weekend assignments do occur. 
Anticipated start date: immediate. Interested candi-
dates may submit a resume, references, and writing 
samples to Stephen Koplyay by e-mail: 
skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    March 25, 2022  17 

something we have become reliant on can be very difficult 
at first … it’s important to stay positive and encourage one 
another to be successful.” 

When students came back to the classrooms after long 
periods of  remote learning during the COVID pandemic, 
teachers and administrators noticed an unwelcome 
change in their students. The dependence on technology 
for instruction, homework and play during that time had 
students glued to their devices in ways and for durations 
far exceeding anyone’s expectations. The experience had 
an impact on how many students interacted with one 
another. 

“It ended up, we had children coming back who weren’t 
talking and interacting with each other in ways that were 
appropriate for their developmental ages,” said Jill 
Lonnemann, principal, St. Pius X School, Edgewood. 

Writing suffered as students became accustomed to tex-
ting and e-mailing instead of  using complete sentences 
and developing narratives. Interactions with each other 
also seemed to be more impulsive and more anxious. 
“Everything was just quick, quick,” Mrs. Lonnemann 
said. 

That prompted principals to discuss with teachers 
ways to scale back or to be more intentional in the use of  
technology in the classroom. And, like Mrs. McGuire pre-
dicted, scaling back has been a challenge but has also been 
rewarding. 

At Immaculate Heart of  Mary School, Burlington, 
teachers have made Tuesdays a No Tech day during the 
month of  March. It was certainly difficult to do since IHM 
is a Google school — all students have Chromebooks and 
all teachers have Google classrooms. 

“I think it’s been good for both teachers and students,” 
said Theresa Guard, principal, IHM. “Some of  our teach-
ers, because of  NTI (non-traditional instruction or remote 
learning), have kind of  relied more and more on technolo-
gy. So this is a good reminder to go back and to think about 
how much am I really using this and how much screen 
time is one child getting for the whole day?” 

On Tuesdays, both Mrs. Lonnemann and Mrs. Guard 
have found more group activities and discussion groups 
happening during tech-free days. Teachers have found cre-
ative ways to engage students in their lessons. The stu-
dents engage in math games and read books and use refer-
ence books for research instead of  Google. The results 
have been positive. Some eighth graders at IHM had this to 
say about No Tech Tuesdays. 

“Some teachers are more dependent on technology 
than others.  We don’t see a big difference in Math class, 
but a big difference in English and Social Studies classes,” 
said Landon Sweeney. 

“I like tech-free Tuesdays because I don’t get a 
headache from looking at a screen so much,” said Ryan 
Haas. 

“Tech-free Tuesdays force us to think outside the box 
because we can’t just use our Chromebooks to get the 
answers to every situation,” said Lauren Boyle. 

Overall, what administrators and teachers are learning 
is that when it comes to technology there has to be a 
healthy balance. 

“I think it has helped us as a faculty to just reassess and 
kind of  align technology, putting it in proper order,” said 
Mrs. Lonnemann. “It’s being more intentional in our use 
of  technology.” 

The Tech Tuesday series will wrap up next week with the 
theme: “How to Moderate Our Use of  Technology Everyday.”

Northern Kentucky Funeral Home 
Looking for part time funeral assistants.  
Help with moving flowers, working door  
for services, and help on funeral services.  

Call Dave at 341-7800

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE. O Holy St. Jude! Apostle and Martyr, 
great in virtue and rich in miracles, near kinsman of Jesus Christ, 
faithful intercessor for all who invoke you, special patronage in 
time of need. To you I have recourse from the depth of my heart, 
and humbly beg you, to whom God has given such great power, 
to come to my assistance; help me now in my urgent need and 
grant my earnest petition. In return, I promise to make your 
name known and cause you to be invoked. (Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 
Hail Mary, & 3 Glory Be for nine consecutive days.) St. Jude pray 
for us all who invoke your aid. Amen.  P.H.S.

NOVENA

Tech Free Challenge 
(Continued from page 3) 

prodigal son “comes to his senses” which is what we 
might call imperfect contrition. He then goes back to his 
father’s house. 

It is the recognition and confession of  his sins that 
the son’s imperfect contrition is moved to perfect contri-
tion when he encounters the watchful mercy and love of  
his father, who is overjoyed at his return. This is no 
cheap grace. The love of  this father toward his son has 
cost him half  of  his wealth and nonstop worries about 
the ruin of  his son. What we see at work in this parable 
is what St. Paul refers to as the ministry of  reconcilia-
tion—repentance, confession, mercy, absolution, penance 
and joy. 

In these final days of  Lent, let us not be lax in seeking 
the illumination of  our hearts with the splendor of  
God’s grace. 

Father Phillip W. DeVous is the pastor of  St. Charles 
Parish, Flemingsburg and St. Rose Parish, May’s Lick.

Cutesy-pie vs. Contrition 
(Continued from page 5) 

There are currently 42 Benedictine Oblates that meet reg-
ularly to discuss the Benedictine promises and rule, interact 
with the nuns, partake in book readings and discussions and 
other community related activities. 

“It helps to slow things down and make them more mean-
ingful to me through liturgy, prayer, and study …  the com-
munity of  sisters help enrich our faith; driving up that long 
driveway with the beautiful trees it makes me feel like, yes, 
I’m here,” said Gail Michalack, an Oblate of  the order for 22 
years.  

“Being an Oblate allows me to be connected to the 
Benedictine sisters. I have been connected to a few different 
orders of  sisters, but this was the first one that felt like home 
for me,” said Oblate Jamie Leslie. 

 “I was taught by the Benedictine sisters when I was a lit-
tle girl and later taught at Villa, so I have been associated 

with the Benedictine’s my entire life. I think the welcoming 
spirit, the focus of  hospitality … to come here and feel like 
my friends are here is a feeling of  peace when you come 
down that driveway, and that peaceful feeling and welcoming 
hospitality of  the Benedictine sisters has been my life expe-
rience,” said Oblate Mary Jo Rechtin.  

With the Benedictine Oblates, the Benedictine sisters 
have created a community of  Christian women and men 
who have experienced the call of  God to strengthen their 
baptismal commitment through Benedictine 
spirituality. They are bonded together to “seek God” accord-
ing to the vision of  St. Benedict, the order’s fifth century 
founder. They share in the prayer and life of  the monastery 
and spread the spirit of  St. Benedict, seeking God through a 
life based on hospitality, peace, moderation, balance in 
prayer, work and play, and meet God in the ordinariness of  
daily life. 

For over 1700 years, God continues to bless the world with 
the Spirit of  St. Benedict.

Oblates of St. Walburg 
(Continued from page 2) 



Mr. Feinauer believes God had been preparing him for 
the next chapter of  his life, which is to be committed to a 
life of  service to his people. 

In 2015, God started whispering in his ear again asking 
the question, “don’t you think it’s time?” 

Mr. Feinauer had just missed the deadline for the class 
that started in 2016, so in 2019 he began what would be a 
very faith-filled and emotional three-year journey. 

Now, Mr. Feinauer is excited, and yes, a little bit nerv-
ous, as most people are when beginning a new chapter in 
their lives. However, Mr. Feinauer also knows that the jour-
ney is not over yet – it is just beginning, and God will be 
with him. Mr. Feinauer still has several weeks to go before 
ordination, and when he is ordained, this journey will take 
on a whole new dynamic, one that he is thrilled to be able 
to share with all of  his brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Mr. Feinauer has been giving a lot of  thought through-
out his formation as to what he is looking forward to and 
what he would like to do as a ministry for the diocese and 
parish. He keeps coming back to the children and elderly. 
Mr. Feinauer has been a CCD/PSR teacher since 1996 and 
for roughly a year now, he has been doing communion 
service at the assisted living facility near his parish. Both 
have given Mr. Feinauer a feeling that is very peaceful and 
fulfilling. All in all, what he is looking forward to most is 
being present to people — to be a witness to God — not just 
by words, but by actions. 

As a deacon, Mr. Feinauer said he never wants to be 
comfortable to the point that what he does becomes rou-
tine. Mr. Feinauer never wants to give anyone the feeling 
that he did not want to be where he is, at that moment in 
time, or that he has something more important to do. 

Mr. Feinauer also knows that he is not doing this for 
himself, that it is a vocation. At times he wonders why God 
has chosen him for this vocation. God knows his fears and 
limitations, “Yet he is still calling me,” Mr. Feinauer said. 
“God is going to use all my strengths and weaknesses for 
glory, and that is my greatest joy.” 

To all who have believed in Mr. Feinauer and have been 
praying for him, he says, from the bottom of  his heart, 
thank you. 

Eric Ritchie, the son of  Lawrence Ritchie of  Florence 
and Barbara Ritchie, attended Lloyd High School and went 
on to Cumberland college. He has been a member of  Holy 
Cross Parish, Latonia, for about one and a half  years. He 
has been a member of  Mary Queen of  Heaven Parish, 
Erlanger for two years, Immaculate Heart of  Mary Parish, 
Burlington for 15 years, St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill for 

2 Years, and St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, for 22 years. 
Mr. Ritchie and his wife, Amy, live in Burlington with 

their four children. He and his wife will be married for 22 
years this July. Amy converted to the Catholic faith in the 
late 1990’s, being baptized and confirmed through the RCIA 
program at St. Henry. The couple has four children, three 
boys and one girl. Jacob, the oldest, at age 18, will graduate 
from St. Henry District High School, Erlanger this May 
and will attend Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, 
this fall. Evan, the second child, age 16, is a sophomore at 
SHDHS. Madelyn, the lone daughter of  the group, age 13, 
is an eighth grader at Mary, Queen of  Heaven School, 
Erlanger. Last but not least, the youngest Ritchie, Samuel, 
is 11 years old and a fifth grader also attending Mary, 
Queen of  Heaven School. 

Mr. Ritchie described his call to the diaconate as a “long 
story.” In high school, Mr. Ritchie discerned to the priest-
hood and worked a great deal with Father Robert Wehage, 
his pastor, and Father Reinersman, who was the vocations 
director at the time. He eventually discerned that he was 
not being called to the priesthood. He went on to college 
and got married. 

Part of  him felt like he disappointed both priests and 
Mr. Ritchie’s faith life became stagnant. Eventually, the 
Ritchie family would move to Burlington and become 
members of  Immaculate Heart of  Mary parish. As they 
became more active, Mr. Ritchie was invited to a Cursillo 
by Deacon Greg Meier. The team that weekend was led by 
Mike Whitlock, an IHM parishioner that Mr. Ritchie had 
worked with on events but did not know well. Mr. Ritchie 
feels like that weekend was planned perfectly for him, and 
God used it to reawaken the calling he had started in high 
school. That weekend Mr. Ritchie attended adoration in 
the chapel at St. Anne’s Retreat Center, Melbourne. 

“Sadly, although I was in my early thirties at the time, I 
had never been to adoration or, if  I had, I did not under-
stand where I was,” Mr. Ritchie said. 

Mr. Ritchie described the experience at St. Anne’s as 
overwhelming. During that quiet time with God, he was 
given the courage to walk into the confessional, something 
he had not done since discerning out of  the priesthood, 
which Mr. Ritchie felt had put a rift between him and the 
church. “A rift entirely of  my own making,” Mr. Ritchie 
stated. 

As he walked into the confessional, God had arranged a 
familiar face. Mr. Ritchie was not only reconciling himself  
with God, but the confessor was Father Reinersman, 
bringing the experience full circle. 

Mr. Ritchie and Father Reinersman talked for a long 
time and he, in the person of  Christ, not only absolved Mr. 
Ritchie’s sins, but also closed Mr. Ritchie’s rift with the 

Church, and him personally. Mr. Ritchie admitted that 
Father Reinersman probably barely remembers the inter-
action, but it was life changing for him. 

It still took Mr. Ritchie five or six more years before he 
would finally hear God’s call to the diaconate, which Mr. 
Ritchie tried to answer with “not now, I don’t have time or 
I’m not qualified,” he said. In fact, he came up with just 
about every excuse imaginable, but God was undeterred, 
and Mr. Ritchie finally relented. In conversations with his 
wife, they finally reached the conclusion: “If  God is calling 
me, who are we to say no?” Mr. Ritchie stated. 

On a recent flight back from Europe, while working on 
some classwork, Mr. Ritchie began to think about the 
moment of  ordination, the laying on of  hands, and real-
ized that his ordination was only a few months away. He 
said he is not a very emotional person, but the thought was 
overwhelming. 

Bishop Iffert would be touching his head at ordination. 
He would be ordained by a bishop, who was ordained by a 
bishop, who was ordained by a bishop. Going back far 
enough, that bishop was ordained by an apostle, who was 
ordained by Christ himself ! There will be a direct, earthly 
and physical connection between the hands ordaining Mr. 
Ritchie to the hands of  Christ. 

Mr. Ritchie spoke with Bishop Iffert briefly about this 
and reflected that he did not feel worthy of  such a position. 
Bishop Iffert reminded Mr. Ritchie that none of  us were 
worthy of  ordination and could only approach such a call-
ing by the grace of  God.  As Mr. Ritchie approaches ordina-
tion, he is inspired to reflect the love and mercy God has 
given him. 

Over the last 10 years, Mr. Ritchie has had two separate 
passions of  service, teaching RCIA and volunteering at the 
Rose Garden Mission. Teaching classes at RCIA for many 
years has allowed him to be blessed to work with many cat-
echumens and candidates. He has accompanied friends 
and family through the process, including his best friends 
and neighbors, the Wilts, his Aunt Debbie, and his father, 
Larry. Mr. Ritchie also had the honor of  becoming the god-
father of  his father-in-law a few years ago. He loves sharing 
the faith with others and answering any questions they 
may have. 

For nearly a decade Mr. Ritchie has been working with 
the Franciscan Daughters of  Mary at the Rose Garden 
Home Mission, Covington. The sisters have introduced 
him to many wonderful people —both volunteers and 
clients. The entire Ritchie family volunteers there. In 
fact, some of  his children have volunteered there before 
they could even walk, and they have been blessed to have 
such an experience. 

Just this year, God has begun to merge these ministries 
in a way Mr. Ritchie did not expect. Many of  the people 
served at the mission have abandoned their faith and oth-
ers have merely forgotten it. The love shown to them at this 
mission is truly a reflection of  the love of  Christ, and 
many long to know more. Mr. Ritchie has been blessed to 
sponsor one of  the clients through the RCIA process. 
Moreover, a young lady from the mission has asked Mr. 
Ritchie to baptize her child after his ordination and they 
recently met for baptismal preparation classes. She, her-
self, is inquiring about the faith. As a deacon, Mr. Ritchie 
is looking forward to continuing these ministries and look-
ing after both the physical and spiritual well-being of  
Christ’s flock. 

Mr. Ritchie’s greatest joy is that he will be able to bap-
tize. “What a great honor to say the words ‘I baptize you,’” 
Mr. Ritchie stated. 

While his biggest concern is letting people down, 
“Certainly, at some point I will say or do something that 
damages someone’s relationship with Christ or his 
Church. Words said in a moment of  frustration, or a tired 
utterance could chase someone from the flock. I hope and 
pray that my words and example will always be a positive 
influence on God’s people,” Mr. Ritchie stated. 

Through seminary, he learned that to be a deacon is to 
be a servant. While the ministry of  the word and the min-
istry of  the altar are important, it is the ministry of  serv-
ice in which the diaconate is rooted, especially the poor. 

Mr. Ritchie wants to thank everyone in the diocese for 
their support; his discernment and formation occurred 
over a lifetime, and he would like to want to personally 
thank Deacon Greg Meier, “a true friend throughout this 
process;” Mike Whitlock and the entire Cursillo Team; the 
Knights of  Columbus Councils and Franciscan Daughters 
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Three men answer God’s call 
(Continued from page 1) 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Pope: ‘There is no justification’ for 
‘sacrilegious’ war on Ukraine 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis again condemned Russia’s 
war on Ukraine, calling it a “senseless massacre” and “sacrile-
gious” attack on human life. “Sadly, the violent aggression 
against Ukraine does not stop, a senseless massacre where each 
day slaughter and atrocities are repeated,” the pope said March 
20 after reciting the midday Angelus prayer with visitors in St. 
Peter’s Square. “There is no justification for this!” he told an esti-
mated 30,000 people who had come to the square to pray with 
him. Pope Francis once again urged international leaders to 
work together to put an end “to this repugnant war.” Since 
Russia invaded Ukraine Feb. 24, missiles and bombs have contin-
ued to fall “on civilians, the elderly, children and pregnant moth-
ers,” he said. “I went to see the wounded children here in Rome. 
One of  them is missing an arm, the other has a head wound,” he 
said. That happened to “innocent children.” The pope had gone 
March 19 to the Vatican-owned Bambino Gesù Children’s 
Hospital where some 50 Ukrainian children had been cared for 
since the war began. Initially, the Vatican said, most of  the young 
Ukrainian patients were brought to Rome for treatment for can-
cer, neurological or other diseases. More recently, it said, the hos-
pital has been providing care for those injured in the war. 

 

West Virginia’s new law bars abortions 
of  unborn diagnosed with disability 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Republican Gov. Jim Justice of  West 
Virginia signed into law the Unborn Child with a Disability 
Protection and Education Act, which will prohibit an unborn 
child from being aborted due to a diagnosis of  a disability. He 
announced he had signed the bill in a tweet to celebrate World 
Down Syndrome Day March 21. The law also requires doctors to 
provide educational materials and information on the support sys-
tems available to families raising children with disabilities. 
“Killing an unborn child because of  a disability is an extreme 
form of  discrimination against people with disabilities,” said 
Karen Cross, political liaison for West Virginians for Life. “I’m so 
proud of  the West Virginia Legislature for protecting these vulner-
able babies with disabilities from abortion.” The West Virginia 
Senate passed the bill in a bipartisan 27-5 vote March 12, the final 
day of  the Legislature’s regular 60-day session. The House of  
Delegates OK’d it earlier in the day in an 81 to 17 vote. The law 
allows exceptions for a patient who has a “medical emergency” or 
a “nonmedically viable fetus.” Physicians who violate the law 
could have their license to practice medicine suspended or 
revoked. 

 

‘Be the voice of  those who suffer,’ 
Ukraine’s first lady urges WCC 

LVIV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s first lady appealed to the World 
Council of  Churches to “be the voice of  those who suffer from 
war today.” In a letter to the Rev. Ioan Sauca, acting general secre-
tary of  the World Council of  Churches, first lady Olena Zelenska 
detailed the pain she has seen in the weeks of  the war. “I’m writ-
ing to you not as the first lady, but as a Ukrainian woman, a 
mother and a wife,” she said in the March 19 letter. “This is not 
even a letter, but the voice of  my pain accumulated during these 
days of  the war. It is horrifying to read the messages of  
Ukrainians on social media, searching in vain for their loved 
ones who have disappeared,” she wrote. “‘The last time my sister 
(brother, mother) called from the basement 10 days ago’ is how 
the messages begin. Enemy forces cut off  these cities from any 
help and opportunity to get out. So thousands of  Ukrainians are 
comforting themselves that their loved one is just in the base-
ment without a connection. Everyone prays for them to be alive 
and finally pick up the phone! Today, our primary goal is for 
these people to finally pick up the phone, eat hot food, and receive 
the necessary treatment. But the enemy regularly thwarts our 
tries to create ‘roads of  life.’ People who walk miles from the 
occupied cities on foot, carrying children, the elderly and ani-

mals are shot in the backs. That’s how six adults and a child died 
the other day while trying to enter the village of  Peremoha in the 
Kyiv region.” 

 

U.N. body urges independent inquiry 
into Indian Jesuit’s arrest, death 

NEW DELHI — A U.N. working group urged the Indian govern-
ment to conduct an independent probe into the arrest and death of  
Jesuit Father Stan Swamy, a prominent human rights activist who 
died in prison last July. Ucanews.com reported the United Nations 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention called Father Swamy’s 
tragic death while in custody a “failure” on the part of  India’s gov-
ernment that would “forever remain a stain” on the country’s 
human rights record, and it referred his case to the special rappor-
teur on the promotion and protection of  the right to freedom of  
opinion and expression. “There was no legal basis for the deten-
tion of  Father Swamy,” and “the officials of  the National 
Investigation Agency arrested him in an irregular manner,” the 
U.N. working group said in a November resolution, published only 
recently. The working group urged India “to ensure a full and inde-
pendent investigation of  the circumstances surrounding the arbi-
trary deprivation of  liberty of  Father Swamy and to take appro-
priate measures against those responsible for the violation of  his 
rights.” Father Swamy was jailed Oct. 9, 2020, after being arrested 
by the National Investigation Agency, India’s premier anti-terror 
agency, at his home in Ranchi. The 84-year-old priest, still under 
arrest, died July 5, 2021, within a couple of  days of  his health dete-
riorating at a Catholic-managed hospital in Mumbai. 

 

Despite opposition, Colorado Senate 
committee OKs ‘radical’ abortion bill 

DENVER — After hearing hours of  testimony March 17 from 
hundreds of  people opposed to a measure that would make 
Colorado “the most radical abortion state in the country,” as 
many said, the Colorado Senate Judiciary Committee OK’d the 
bill in a 3-2 party line vote just after midnight. “Coloradans do 
not want this law,” said Brittany Vessely, executive director of  
the Colorado Catholic Conference. In the previous two weeks, she 
told the committee, over 350 Coloradans testified against the bill, 
called the Reproductive Health Equity Act, or RHEA; House 
members filibustered it for 24 hours “in the longest bill debate in 
state history”; and hundreds of  Coloradans rallied against it at 
the Capitol. “The Catholic Church objects to abortion on the 
principle that every human life has inherent dignity, and thus 
must be treated with the respect due to a human person. This is 
the foundation of  the Church’s social doctrine, and its preemi-
nent issue,” Vessely said. “This bill goes too far and casts aside 
the voices of  millions of  Coloradans — especially preborn chil-
dren.” Among others who spoke against the bill were Archbishop 
Samuel J. Aquila of  Denver, who submitted testimony, and 
Auxiliary Bishop Jorge Rodriguez of  Denver and Bishop Stephen 
J. Berg of  Pueblo, who testified at the hearing. If  it becomes law, 
the Reproductive Health Equity Act would permit on-demand 
abortion for the full 40 weeks of  a pregnancy among other provi-
sions. 

 

Prayers of  two Catholic school students 
spark international rescue effort 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — The power of  prayer plus the aid of  
technology united two families thousands of  miles apart in an 
international rescue operation. And it was all at the instigation 
of  two 12-year-old girls. Sixth-grade students at St. John XXIII 
Catholic School in Scottsdale, Lexi Bastian and Zofia Pajic are 
classmates. When Lexi offered a heartfelt prayer that her rela-
tives in Ukraine would manage to stay safe amid an escalating 
war and surging humanitarian crisis, Zofia was moved to speak 
to her Polish-born mother, Kasia, about it. “We are friends. We 

communicate about homework and stuff, but we’re not like 
buddy-buddies,” Kasia Pajic said of  the Bastians. “We know each 
other and say hi to each other ... but we were not friends on a 
very personal note I would say.” That all changed when a text 
message landed on Kasia’s phone on a Sunday morning. It was 
Lexi’s mom, Dianna. “Do you by any chance know of  anyone in 
Poland who would be willing to rent out a flat somewhere for my 
family members once they cross the Polish border from Lviv, 
Ukraine? Maybe for three months or so?” the message read in 
part. Kasia, who was born in Poland and came to the U.S. with 
her parents when she was 7, called her mother, but no one, it 
seemed, had any vacancies. “Then, on a whim, I reached out to 
our cousin who lives in Poland,” Kasia told The Catholic Sun, 
newspaper of  the Phoenix Diocese. She told him about the 
Ukrainian family seeking shelter. Kasia and her Polish cousin 
used Facebook Messenger to communicate. “She wrote me back 
and said, ‘We do have a house. It’s in the countryside.’” 

 

Facing extreme hunger, South 
Sudanese loot aid convoys for food 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Church workers are concerned because 
increasingly desperate South Sudanese are looting humanitarian 
aid supplies and attacking aid workers in an effort to get food. 
Some leading causes of  the food shortages are armed conflict 
and climate change. While the violence resulting from the con-
flict has hurt livelihoods and caused deaths, climate change-
induced floods have displaced families, swept away homes and 
farmlands. This has made it difficult for people to plant and har-
vest crops or replenish their food stocks. And now, as the commu-
nities race to find food, humanitarian aid workers are being 
caught in the crossfire, with some being killed and aid convoys, 
warehouses and medical teams being attacked or looted. “Aid 
workers are losing their lives and their service on the way, as the 
aid is robbed or looted because the people are desperate,” said 
Father James Oyet Latansio, a Catholic priest who is general sec-
retary of  the South Sudan Council of  Churches. “They are not 
looting to go and sell the aid in the market, but to keep in their 
homes, so that they can eat.” According to the U.N. World Food 
Program, an estimated 8.3 million people out of  a population of  
12.4 million will face extreme hunger in the coming months. The 
U.N. officials and some clerics warn that this is happening as the 
world is fixated on the war in Ukraine. 

 

Priest threatened in southern Mexico 
in area of  increasing violence 

MEXICO CITY — A priest involved with social and environ-
mental causes in southern Mexico was threatened by gangs, the 
latest in a wave of  increasing violence gripping the communities 
served by the Diocese of  San Cristobal de Las Casas. Father 
Matías Rodríguez Jiménez was threatened by five individuals on 
motorcycles, who cut off  the priest as he was driving to 
Chicomuselo, where he is parish priest, according to March 17 
statements from the Catholic organization Pueblo Creyente 
(Chiapas Support Committee) and a collective of  social and reli-
gious organizations. The individuals struck the priest’s vehicle 
and warned: “We know who you are and what you do. Be care-
ful.” The statements added that Father Rodríguez said he had 
been spied on at his parish, including in his residence, since 
becoming pastor in Chicomuselo in 2020. St. Peter and St. Paul 
Parish has a history of  priests being involved in local issues, 
such as opposition to a Canadian-owned mine. Father Rodríguez 
also had confronted the issue of  illegal alcohol sales, a problem 
in some Chiapas communities. A priest with knowledge of  the 
area said the region has been rife with a violence between rival 
drug cartels. “The situation concerns us because the life and 
integrity of  our priest ... is at risk,” said Pueblo Creyente, which 
was founded by the late Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia, a champion 
of  human rights in largely Indigenous Chiapas. 

 

 
National/World 

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn
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of  Mary who helped Mr. Ritchie, “fulfill his calling for 
service before I yet understood it;” Deacon Steve and 
Michelle Alley, their mentor couple and Father Comer, 
spiritual director; Father Michael Hennigen, Mr. Ritchie’s 
pastor; the many friends and family who stepped in to help 
get the Ritchie kids to games, mow grass, run errands, etc. 
while Mr. Ritchie was away on weekends at seminary; last-
ly, to his children and wife “I am truly blessed to have such 
a devoted, loving, supportive family,” Mr. Ritchie said.
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Seminary visit 
During Bishop John Iffert’s visit to St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, he joined the diocese’s seminarians for dinner at Sunset 
Café, Greensburg, Penn. Following dinner, they toured the restaurant’s Biscotti factory. They are shown pictured with owner, 
Angie, and her baking team, Crystal and Ron. Seminarians are (from left) Brad Whittle, Justin Schwarz, Michael Elmlinger, 
Deacon A.J. Gedney, Joshua Heskamp, Hank Bischoff, Michael Schulte and Bishop Iffert. 


