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Thomas More University
breaks ground for
new academic center
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

In 2021, Thomas More University was able to celebrate its 100th
year annniversary since its humble roots as Villa Madonna College
in 1921. The campus has moved, changed, and grown considerably
since then, with plans to expand its campus and community further in celebration of Thomas More’s bicentennial. A fundraising
campaign starting in September of 2021 secured $15 million in gifts
and donations, with an additional $6 million since the public
launch. This commendable total of $21 million dollars has been
secured to fund the university’s bicentennial signature project- a
brand new academic center. A ground-breaking ceremony was held
for the construction of this new building on the 23rd of April, with
speeches from President Chillo and chairs of the bicentennial campaign, followed by the ceremonial shoveling of soil in the space
where the new building will be constructed.
The 34,000 square feet academic center will be built right across
from the Mary Seat of Wisdom chapel, with facilities to accommodate and inspire both a growing campus and community. Among
these facilities is a 375-seat auditorium named for Wilbert L. Ziegler,
class of 1953, and honorary chair of the capital campaign committee. Dr. Joseph L. Chillo, president of Thomas More University,
states that the auditorium will “allow (Thomas More University) to
become a center of community, certainly for our folks here in the
city.”
Other aspects of the new academic center include the Brenda
Hoskin Memorial Reflection Gardens, which will be home to a 9-foot
tall bronze statue of the university’s patron saint, St. Thomas More,

and the Dr. Anthony ’65 & Geraldine ’66 Zembrodt Center for
Leadership, Entrepreneurship, & Innovation. The Zembrodt Center
aims to achieve Thomas More University’s goal to become an “innovation destination” for inspiring students that will be moving to the
new center. The Zembrodt Center will also serve as a space for the
University’s upcoming scholarship program, which will recognize
the achievements of high school students with potential in entrepreneurship and innovation.
The importance of promoting Catholic education will also be a
key aspect of the academic center, with implementation of the
Center for Faith, Mission, and Catholic Education and the William
T. Robinson, the Third Institute for Religious Liberty. President
Chillo stresses the importance of positioning faith and values, and
serving Catholic education, as the forefront of this new building,
regarding the university’s continual dedication to Catholic education and identity “a critical element as (Thomas More University)
looks to their second century.”
A contractor for the construction project will be selected at the
June Board of Trustees meeting, and the academic center is projected to open Fall 2024.

Holy Hour for healing
Father Daniel Schomaker leads the Thursday Holy
Hour, April 14, at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, praying for reparation for
the sexual abuse of minors, especially by clergy,
and for the sanctification of priests. (far left, from
left) At Benediction, Father Schomaker and Father
Jordan Hainsey pray before the monstrance. The
Holy Hour is held on the fourth Thursday of each
month. The next Holy Hour is scheduled for May
26, 3 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption. Everyone is invited to join the priests
of the diocese in praying for the victims and
survivors of child sexual abuse.
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Divine Mercy Sunday — ‘A perfect gift of love’
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

The solemn vespers for the feast of Divine Mercy took
place for the second Sunday of Easter, Sunday April 24, at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington.
Many of the faithful community lined the aisles of the
Cathedral for the sacrament of reconciliation from 10 a.m.
to 4p.m.
“By one offering he has forever perfected, past tense, it
is them. Those who are being perfected, the struggle goes
on…. How do we make sense of that change of tense? In
one place it is accomplished, and in another the sanctification is on-going… Our faith calls us to believe that by one
offering jesus has perfected and yet we are kindly at need
of continued sanctification,” Bishop Iffert said to open his
homily at the Divine Mercy vespers service.
Bishop John reflected on the morning Gospel reading
from the book of John. In this reading John tells us the
state of spirit the disciples were in, the apostles we gathered in the evening locked away behind locked doors in the
darkness. When suddenly Jesus appeared to them, saying
to them “may peace be with you.” Jesus gave them the gift
of peace and this gift of peace is not the same as the
world’s version of peace.
“The world hopes to give peace by sending more
weapons and winning wars… by making violence more
deadly, by mutually assured destruction. But when Jesus
comes and he gives them his resurrected self, and he says,
‘peace be with you.’ The peace that he gives his apostles
and through them to us, is nothing less than the restoration of relationship with the Father,” Bishop Iffert said.
Bishop Iffert said this peace is not winning a war or
coming out on top. The peace that Jesus gives is peace with
the Father.
When Jesus comes to the Apostles, he reconciles us
with His Father. Bishop Iffert said Jesus does this by showing the apostles his hands and feet. The presence of the
wounds on His resurrected body show that Jesus who
appeared to his apostles and who is present today on the
altar, is rooted and anchored in that perfect gift of love.
“In this perfect gift of love he has reconciled us with the
Father… He has won over to us a new status, so we are no
longer enemies… He has loosed for us the gift of grace. He
has given us the gift of peace be reconciled to the Father,”
Bishop Iffert said.
The apostles responded to this gift of grace by rejoicing
in Jesus. The gift that Jesus gives to us today and through
Himself is the gift of being reconciled to the Father, being

restored to the relationship of the Eternal
and finding our oneness with God, in Him
and in rejoicing in fullness of Spirit.
“This is John’s recognition of Pentecost,
the coming of the Holy Spirit. Which is the
Spirit of that peace and joy that Jesus has
made available to us. The Spirit forms the
Church and sends us out on mission,” Bishop
Iffert said.
In John’s Gospel that mission had a particular character, because Jesus says to the apostles “those sins you forgive, they are forgiven.”
Bishop Iffert said, to be at peace, to be a joy,
is to be a people who become ambassadors of
God’s mercy. Who carry it to the world to forgive sins and heal wounds, this work in the
world is never done, it is never finished. It is
the mission of the church to proclaim to faith
of and in Jesus. In order to be constantly
pouring forth the mercy we have received and
establishes us with joy and grace.
The one offering, Jesus sacrificing
(above) The Divine
Himself, has perfected and opened to us this
Mercy of
relationship with the Father, in a way that
Jesus image
can never be closed or cut off again. That
displayed at the
openness of the Father to His children
solemn vespers
requires such mercy.
for the Feast of
“And how is it that those who have been
Divine Mercy at
perfected are still in the process of being
the Cathedral
sanctified? Because we so desperately need
Basilica of the
both to receive and to give God’s purifying
Assumption,
mercy. The gift of relationship, the gift of
Covington.
peace and joy,” Bishop Iffert said.
(right) Bishop
This is the moment in the scriptures
John Iffert lifts up
where Christ institutes the sacrament of recthe monstrence
onciliation. This is the moment where He
during the Divine
gives his apostles the authority to go out and
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forgive sins. “Through the apostles to us to
service for the
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The more we receive that forgiveness and
pour it out in the name of Jesus, the more we
are being sanctified. The more we are living
poured out on us and we have been anointed wit that spirit
into that perfection which has already been accomplished
for no other purpose then to be the living mission of
and is given to us as a gift… This the feast of the Divine
Christ’s divine mercy,” Bishop Iffert said in closing.
Mercy... may we be living mercy for others. Because brothPraying that God may perfect us in that mission.
er and sisters, make no mistake, the Holy Spirit has been

‘Proclaiming the goodness and care of God to people of many lands’
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

At an all-school Mass at St. Augustine School, April 13,
Father Daniel Schomaker, pastor, presented a check for over
$1,200 to Notre Dame Sister Mary Margaret Droege. The
funds were the proceeds of a Lenten Penny War held at St.
Augustine School, Covington. In gratitude and recognition
for the many years of devoted teaching at St. Augustine
School by the Sisters of Notre Dame, the students chose to
donate the proceeds from the Penny War to the Sisters of
Notre Dame Uganda mission to support the educational
needs there.
The St. Julie Mission in Uganda, East Africa, adds another chapter in the Sisters of Notre Dame’s story of proclaiming the goodness and care of God to people of many lands.
The St. Julie Uganda mission began in 1990 when the
African bishops sent out a request for the Sisters of Notre
Dame. The Messenger sat down with some of the founding
Uganda mission Sisters Mary Margaret Droege, Delrita
Glaser, Joell Overman and Janet Stamm to learn their
impressions on the thriving Uganda mission and the East
Africa Sisters of Notre Dame religious community.
Additionally, Sister Mary Margaret is the author of the
book “Approaching Holy Ground: The First Twenty Years of
the Sisters of Notre Dame Uganda Mission.”
“In 1990 we received the first request from the African
Bishops and made our first official visit to Kenya, Tanzania
and Mozambique before going to Uganda about a year
later,” said Sister Joell.
This was in response to Pope John Paul II’s request to

religious orders to make
more of a missionary
effort.
The
primary
request of the bishop in
Uganda to the sisters was
for help with the development of education. The
sisters selected the area of
Buseesa in the Ugandan
Diocese to begin their mission work.
“It was a rural area …
the public school there had
parts of the walls missing,
no desks and maybe two or
three books for a 70- or 80person class,” said Sister
Mary Margaret.
Sister Janet said a
“mud building was the
government
school,”
which was located across
the street from where the
sisters would eventually
develop their convent,
church and schools.
The Sisters of Notre
Dame from Covington traveled together with Sisters
(Continued on page 13)

(above left) Father Daniel Shoemaker, pastor of St. Augustine parish, presents funds raised
by the St. Augustine school penny war, that were donated to the Uganda mission and were
presented to Sister Mary Margaret Droege.
(above right) “Approaching the Holy Ground,” by Sister Mary Margaret Droege, SND, shows
the first 20 years if the Sisters of Notre Dame Uganda Mission.
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DPPA leadership gifts chair ‘not surprised’ by generosity to annual appeal
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to subside, participation in the Diocesan
Parish
Annual
Appeal
(DPAA) and its’ events seem
to be a returning to a sense of
community in the Diocese of
Covington.
“The energy and excitement, you could feel it, from
those in our diocese,” said
Matt Hollenkamp, DPAA
leadership gifts chair. “From
the parishes, our parish-

ioners out at the two major launch events, and from having
those conversations with people and getting the sense of
how people are viewing this and wanting to step up and
support.”
The goal for the DPAA campaign is $2,650,000; currently
the campaign for 2022 has raised $2,298,631.59. (See page 20
for details.) While this number is ahead of schedule in
comparison to last year, there is still work to be done.
Gifts to the DPAA are used for the ministries of the
Diocese of Covington. These ministries include, but are
not limited to: adoptions and foster care, parenting classes,
family counseling, unplanned pregnancy counseling, substance abuse treatment, support for widowed and the
divorced, student counseling, care for retired priests, nursing and health care for priests, seminarian education, deacon formation, vocation workshops, religious education in

parishes and schools, Catholic schools, retreat programs,
pro-life seminars, campus ministry, Thomas More
University, Hispanic ministry, shelter for the homeless,
soup kitchens and pantries, clothing and emergency assistance, medications for the needy, tuition assistance, and
residential care for at-risk youth.
Mr. Hollenkamp expresses his gratitude to parishioners
for their generosity and support. “Thank you to everyone
for stepping-up and supporting this year’s campaign, it has
been a great blessing,” Mr. Hollenkamp said.
Parishes held in-pew solicitations the weekend of
March 19 and 20. Anyone who has not already made their
gift or pledge will receive a follow-up letter at the end of
May. Gifts and pledges can be made online at
www.covdio.org.

A celebration of healing for the patron saint of mental health
Her remains and the
remains of St. Gerebern
“Grant that we also who are striving
were laid to rest in a cave
for eternal happiness may overcome all
near the town of Geel,
obstacles in the pathway of virtue and
Belgium. A shrine to St.
may attain eternal salvation through
Dymphna with a first class
Jesus Christ, Our Lord.”
relic for veneration and
These words come from the National
prayer is located within St.
Shrine of St. Dymphna’s nine-day noveMary’s Church in Massillon,
na beseeching the namesake Irish saint,
Ohio, and the novena is
St. Dymphna, the patron of those sufferavailable on the shrine’s
ing from mental illnesses and nervous
website. Many people make a
disorders.
pilgrimage to the Ohio
St. Dymphna was born to a Catholic
shrine for St. Dymphna’s
mother and pagan father, and she herself
feast day, May 15. The celetook a vow of chastity shortly before her
brations of this feast day
mother’s death. Her heartbroken
include a Mass, novena, and
father’s mental health quickly deterioveneration followed by
rated following his wife’s passing, and,
lunch, fellowship and celein his instability, evil advisors convinced
bration in thanks for St.
him to try to wed his daughter. St.
Dymphna’s intercession.
Dymphna, along with her confessor St.
May, the month in which
Gerebern, fled Ireland to what is now
St. Dymphna’s feast day falls,
Belgium when she learned of her “The Beheading of St. Dymphna” by Godfried
happens also to be Mental
father’s plot.
Health Awareness Month in
Maes depicts the martyrdom of St. Dymphna.
Her
father
eventually
found
the United States. One in five
Dymphna in Belgium and he tried to convince her to
adults suffer from mental illness each year — the most
return to Ireland and marry him, to which Dymphna
common of which being anxiety and depression. Many
refused. In retaliation, her father struck her with a sword.
people experience or encounter mental illness or feelings
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Conclusion of 2022 General Assembly
includes Pro-Life victories; and losses for
financially vulnerable Kentuckians
Jason Hall
Messenger Contributor

The 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly
adjourned last week and the bills sent to the governor’s
desk in the closing days have mostly been signed or vetoed.
Last year, following the 2021 session, we were celebrating a lot of victories, from the passage of Educational
Opportunity Accounts to several reforms related to criminal justice. This year the results are more mixed, but it is
clear that the Catholic community made a big difference
on several bills by calling and e-mailing their legislators.
Here are some highlights from the session.
HB 269 — I want to mention this bill first because CCK
and so many partners have worked for many years to get it
done. This Act will prevent criminal defendants with certain diagnosed mental illnesses from being subjected to
the death penalty. It passed with a strong bipartisan vote in
both chambers and has been signed by Gov. Andy Beshear.
We are grateful to many legislators for their tireless work
on this bill, especially the sponsor, Rep. Chad McCoy, who
will not be returning to the General Assembly for another
term.
HB 499 — This bill creates a pilot program to assist
employers in offering child care to their employees.
Combined with efforts that are underway to support better

family and medical leave policies, we are hopeful this represents the beginnings of a strong pro-family agenda.
HB 3 — Passed over the governor’s veto, HB 3 is a broad
set of regulations of abortion and requirements dealing
with the disposition of fetal remains. Perhaps most significantly, HB 3 establishes new regulations on pharmaceuticals that induce abortion, such as prohibiting their distribution through the mail. Pharmaceutical abortions have
become increasingly common and were previously subject
to much less regulation than surgical abortions.
Education Opportunity Accounts — CCK supported
HB 305 and SB 50 during this session. These bills would
have expanded the recently passed Education Opportunity
Account Act (“EOAs”) statewide, increased income eligibility and the overall size of the program. The bills did not
pass, but we did make progress towards a future expansion
of the program. Twenty-five legislators sponsored HB 305.
We gained three new sponsors who did not sponsor the
2021 EOA legislation, including one who voted against a
statewide program in 2021. Looking ahead, we can build on
this progress and hopefully expand the program during
the 2023 legislative session.
As indicated previously, the EOA program is on hold due
to litigation. The Kentucky Supreme Court recently took up
(Continued on page 7)

of depression or anxiety at some point in their lives, but
intercessions to St. Dymphna can offer protection and
healing from these afflictions.

Official Assignments
Effective March 26, 2022
Rev. David R. Ludwig
To: Leave of absence
From: Pastor, St. Francis Xavier Parish, Falmouth
Term: Six months
Effective Tuesday, May 3, 2022
Rev. Britton C. Hennessey
To: Pastor, St. Francis Xavier Parish, Falmouth
From: Parochial vicar, St. Timothy Parish, Union
By order of
The Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

Jamie N. Schroeder,
Chancellor

Bishop’s
Schedule

May 1
Mass, First Communion, May
Crowning, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption,
Covington, 10 a.m.

May 5 (continued)
Catholic Charities Board
meeting, 1:30 p.m.

May 2
Confirmation, St. Patrick
Parish, Maysville, 7 p.m.

May 6
Mass, May Crowning, Notre
Dame Academy, Park Hills,
9:30 a.m.

May 3
Advisory Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.
Confirmation, St. Henry
Parish, Elsmere, 7 p.m.
May 4
May Crowning, grotto
blessing, St. Augustine
Parish, Augusta, 7 p.m.
May 5
Curia staff luncheon, Bishop
Howard Memorial
Auditorium, 11:30 a.m.

Confirmation, St. Paul Parish,
Florence, 7 p.m.

“Les Misérables,” Newport
Central Catholic High School,
7 p.m.
May 7
Confirmation, Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, Park Hills,
10 a.m.
May 9
Confirmation, St. Catherine
of Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas,
7 p.m.
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Then God created light again
Whether you picture the origin of time the way science
does, as beginning with the Big Bang, or whether you take
the biblical account of the origins of the world literally —
either way there was a time before there was light. The
universe was dark before God created light. However, eventually the world grew dark again. When?
We are told in the
Gospels that as Jesus was
IN EXILE
dying on the cross, between
the sixth and ninth hour, it
grew dark and Jesus cried
out “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me!”
What really happened here?
Are the Gospels saying
that it actually grew dark in
the early afternoon, an
eclipse of the sun, or are
they referring to another
kind of darkness, of a spiritual kind? Was there an
Father Ron Rolheiser
eclipse of the sun as Jesus
was dying? Perhaps. We
don’t know, but that is of secondary importance anyway.
What the Gospels are referring to is a kind of darkness
that envelops us whenever what’s precious to us is humiliated, exposed as powerless, ridiculed, terminally defeated
and crucified by our world. There’s a darkness that besets
us whenever the forces of love seem overpowered by the
forces of hatred. The light extinguished then is the light of
hope, but there is deeper darkness and this is the kind of
darkness that the Gospels say formed a cloud over the
world as Jesus hung dying.

What’s being insinuated here is that at Jesus’ crucifixion, creation went back to its original chaos, as it was
before there was light. But what’s also being insinuated is
that God created light a second time, this time by raising
Jesus from the dead, and that this new light is the most
staggering light of all. Moreover, unlike the original light,
which was only physical, this light is a light both for the
eyes and for the soul.
For the eyes, the light of the Resurrection is also a radically new physical phenomenon. At the resurrection of
Jesus, the atoms of the planet were shaken up from their
normal physical workings. A dead body rose from the
grave to a life from which it would never again die. That
had never happened before. Moreover, the resurrection of
Jesus was also a radically new light for the soul, the light
of hope. What is this latter light?
There’s a famous song written by Robbie Robertson
made popular in the early 1970s by Joan Baez, “The Night
They Drove Old Dixie Down.” Narrated in the first person
by a man called Virgil Caine, the song is a sad lament
about the distress experienced by a poor white Southern
family during the American Civil War. All that could go
wrong for them, seemingly had gone wrong, including the
death of their young son killed in the war. Their situation
is dark, lacking any hope. At a point in the song, the narrator offers this lament about his brother’s death:
“He was just eighteen, proud and brave
“But a Yankee laid him in his grave
“I swear by the blood below my feet
“You can’t raise the Cain back up when it’s in defeat.”
Can life be raised back up when it’s in defeat? Can a
dead body come out of its grave? Can a violated body again
become whole? Can lost innocence ever be restored? Can a

broken heart ever be mended? Can a crushed hope ever
again lift up a soul? Doesn’t darkness extinguish all light?
What hope was there for Jesus’ followers as they witnessed
his humiliation and death on Good Friday? When goodness itself gets crucified, what’s the basis for any hope?
In two words, the Resurrection. When darkness
enveloped the earth a second time, God made light a second time, and that light — unlike the physical light created
at the dawn of time — can never be extinguished. That’s
the difference between the resuscitation of Lazarus and
the resurrection of Jesus — between physical light and the
light of the Resurrection. Lazarus was restored to his selfsame body from which he had to die again. Jesus was
given a radically new body which would never die again.
The renowned biblical scholar Raymond E. Brown tells
us that the darkness that beset the world as Jesus hung
dying, would last until we believe in the Resurrection.
Until we believe that God has a live-giving response for all
death and until we believe God will roll back the stone
from any grave, no matter how deeply goodness is buried
under hatred and violence, the darkness of Good Friday
will continue to darken our planet.
Mohandas K. Gandhi once observed that we can see the
truth of God always creating new light, simply by looking
at history: “When I despair, I remember that all through
history, the way of truth and love has always won. There
have been murderers and tyrants, and for a time they can
seem invincible. But in the end they always fall. Think of
it, always.”
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author.

St. Romero’s sainthood journey helps us see God’s plan of justice
In the Church, we often live with drama. We would like
the Holy Spirit to guide us from point A to point B and
take us through the world without complications. We feel
hurt by some events and come to question decisions made
by leaders, expressing disappointment to the point of
indignation. We often forget that the present
GUEST
moment is not the last and
that our Lord is the God of
history.
Our finite reality cannot see how God will make
the truth prevail. But in El
Salvador, as we marked the
feast of our first saint
March 24, his journey
toward sainthood shows us
how God never abandons
us, nor the truth.
Many of our martyrs
suffered defamation in life.
Bishop Oswaldo Estéfano
Some died as Jesus did —
Escobar Aguilar, O.C.D.
as people with whom others didn’t want to be associated. But it was the Lord himself who made sure the truth about them would be known
so that one day we would sing in unison with the psalmist:
“Those who sow in tears will reap with cries of joy.”
This is the experience of St. Óscar Romero.
The 1980s, for us in El Salvador, was a decade of suffering for the Church. As the changes produced by the Second
Vatican Council began to settle, they did so with confrontation and sometimes defamation.
In the history of our Church in El Salvador, an
Argentine, Bishop Antonio Quarracino of Avellananeda,
unintentionally played a part in the life of our saint, who
was then the archbishop of San Salvador.
St. John Paul II, who was not always provided correct
information about what was happening in the Salvadoran
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church, in 1978 sent Bishop Quarracino on an apostolic
visitation to examine the pastoral work of Archbishop
Romero. Accusations against the prophet and martyr were
abundant. Some appeared in newspapers. Some reached
the Vatican through government authorities and by the
denunciations of his brother bishops.
Bishop Quarracino spent a week in El Salvador, back
then a hotbed of social movements advocating for change
in an unjust system. The official propaganda machine
called all these groups “communist.” The truth is that
there was a wide range of movements. A few, but by no
means all, were linked to insurrectionist movements that
promoted armed struggle.
Bishop Quarracino, in my opinion, failed to understand
all the social problems taking place El Salvador. The country of his birth was going through similar changes but in a
different way. Before the apostolic visit ended, St. Romero
had expressed in his diary optimism about the visit, saying “it seems to me to be very positive, so far.”
He narrated the end of the visit, which took place when
opposition against him was building up, particularly
among his brother bishops. With the exception of Bishop
Arturo Rivera Damas, most were in complete disagreement with the archbishop’s pastoral initiatives and tried to
remove their seminarians from the Archdiocese’s San José
de la Montaña Seminary.
The visitation was not favorable.
Although many had good things to say about the archbishop, the conclusion of the Argentine bishop was that St.
Romero was inciting a rebellion. Bishop Quarracino recommended an apostolic administrator “Sede Plena” be
appointed. In other words, the Vatican should directly
intervene in the archdiocese.
More than 10 years later, Bishop Quarracino would
become archbishop of Buenos Aires in 1990, where he met
a former Jesuit provincial. His name was Father Jorge
Bergoglio.
Archbishop Quarracino was dazzled by the personality

of Father Bergoglio and thought of him as a future bishop,
but the Argentine bishops’ conference objected, so he took
it upon himself to speak directly to Pope John Paul II
about the matter. The pope agreed and made Father
Bergoglio auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires. When
Archbishop Quarracino resigned as archbishop due to the
age limit, no one believed Bishop Bergoglio would succeed
him. But against all odds, he was elected as his successor
in Buenos Aires.
In one of those turns that only the divine can orchestrate, Bishop Quarracino, who provided the Vatican with a
negative review of Romero, played a role in the path that
would lead Father Bergoglio to become a bishop and eventually Pope Francis — the pontiff who canonized St.
Romero.
We’re often suspended in a single moment in time and
forget to see the horizon. We forget that the spirit of God,
as in the case of St. Romero, always leads us to the truth.
I remembered this when, along with other Central
American bishops, I was part of a group that met with
Pope Francis during World Youth Day in 2019 in Panama.
In his simple and direct manner, Pope Francis spoke of the
slander against St. Romero, when his name was “a bad
word,” and he was “suspected, excommunicated by the
secretive gossip of many bishops.”
I believe the Spirit resurrects lies and truths over time,
if only to pair the lie with its author and to honorably illuminate those who suffered defamation.
I often hear people in my diocese say, “a lie has short
legs, but the truth always catches up to it.” St. Romero’s
ascendance as a model to follow shows us there is great
wisdom in that saying, and it reminds me a lot of what
another saint, Teresa of Avila, used to say: “The truth suffers, but never dies.”
Bishop Oswaldo Estéfano Escobar Aguilar, O.C.D., is
head of the Diocese of Chalatenango, El Salvador. His commentary has been provided by Catholic News Service.
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COMMENTARY

Man overboard!
The readings for the third Sunday of Easter —
Cycle C are: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Revelations 5:11-14
and John 21:1-19 or 21:1-14.
On this third Sunday of Easter, we hear the account of
Jesus revealing himself to his disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias following the
Resurrection. One could
GO AND GLORIFY
spend a lifetime reflecting
on the 19 verses from the
21st chapter of the Gospel
of St. John; and in the
course of 2000 years of
Christian history, I would
bet that many have.
A couple thoughts as I
reflect on this spectacular
passage from Sacred
Scripture:
1. Evangelization;
2. Excitement.
As the encounter
Father Daniel Schomaker
unfolds, Jesus stands
alone on the shore unrecognized at first by his closest
friends and collaborators. Even after the miraculous
catch of fish, it is only John who sees the stranger for
who he is — Jesus. In order for Peter to come to the fullness of realization of the revelation that is before him, he
needed someone to point out the truth. For some reason
— possibly despair and depression — Peter is blinded to
the presence of the Lord God in his midst. I wonder if
Peter would have become the first pope if it hadn’t been
for John in this moment. For at the end of the passage we
hear of Peter’s reconciliation with Jesus for his betrayal.
This encounter teaches us many thing. Jesus can
often be in our midst and remain unrecognized to us,
hence we need to keep our eyes and hearts open to his
presence, for we do not know when or how he will appear.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we must always be ready
and willing to point out the Lord to others. It was only
four simple words that John used that moved Peter’s
heart: “It is the Lord.” We must never consider ourselves
irrelevant in the mystery of God’s plan for our lives and
for that of the world. We do not know how God plans to
use us in the sharing of the Good News of his love.
Maybe a simple statement from us will change the entire
course of history … who knows?
Therefore, let us be always ready to evangelize; to be
ready to share our faith in Jesus with others.
After Peter recognizes Jesus standing on the shore,
there is only one thing that matters in his life — THE
LORD. Everything else is moot, is passing, is unimportant. In seeing the Lord, it is not enough for Peter to experience him from a distance, he must draw near, to be in
the intimate presence of God. For those of you like me,
visual imagery is very important. Every time I hear this
account from the Gospel, I cannot not reflect on the
movie “Forrest Gump,” when Forrest leaps off the
shrimping boat when he sees his dear friend Lieutenant
Dan. The boat ends up crashing into the dock, but it doesn’t matter — Lieutenant Dan is more important.
Jesus is not just more important, he is the most important person in the life of any and every Christian believer
(or at least he should be). Upon spotting Jesus in our
midst, we should strive always to be near him. And our
excitement and joy of being in the presence of the Lord of
heaven and earth should turn the heads (and hearts) of
others. We should be excited about introducing him to
those who may not know him or who have been blinded to
seeing him because of the “ways of the world.”
One final thought — Jesus is in our midst. His is
found when we his followers gather, two or three in his
name; he is present in the Sacred text of the Bible, for he
is the very Word of God; and he is most definitely and
substantially present — body, blood, soul and divinity —
in the Most Blessed Sacrament — the Eucharist, the
bread broken for us, and given for us to eat. Let us
encounter God in the person of Jesus Christ each and
every day in these three ways and in the many other
ways in which God reveals himself to us.
Blessings upon you and those you love in this most
holy Season of Easter.
Father Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine Parish,
Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of Covington, Ky.

Unnamed women saviors (Exodus 1-2)
Smells, bells, vivid images mark our liturgical celebrations. Easter is a sensory overload—fire, light, fragrant
oils, water, song, processions, drenched bodies. Our senses are filled. I cherish the way the Catholic faith honors
the body and the senses. It is truly incarnational.
Water is a primary image that ripples through scripture and flows into our
liturgical life, especially at
MUSINGS
Easter. As with all profound symbols, water is
ambiguous. Sitting by the
ocean, hearing its waves
and smelling its cleanness
is soothing. But there are
also floods and destructive
tsunamis that burst into
the evening news. Water
calms and cleanses but
also destroys and drowns.
Moses with the people
faces the waters that
would prevent escape and
Sister Fidelis Tracy,
imprison them in slavery.
C.D.P.
Through God’s gracious
mercy, the waters that were a deadly obstacle, become a
birth canal opening to new life. Yet, even if God parts the
sea, walking between walled waters is risky. Might the
waters flow freely again and engulf them? After all, that
was the fate of the Egyptian army.
Jesus, breath held, disappears under the waters and is
unseen at his baptism in the Jordan. We all experience
some moments which feel as though they last an eternity
— awaiting the results of a test that announces a life or a
death sentence, anticipating a gift or reward. That is how
I imagine the moment when Jesus is no longer seen, a
moment that is an eternity. Breathlessly, I wait his reappearance. This moment holds the possibility of both
death and life. Portending both danger and safety, it is no
wonder water is such a prevalent element in the story of
the people of Israel and of the followers of Jesus.
Miriam, the sister of Moses, seems to be intimately
associated with water in the account of the journey
through the desert. She is at the riverbank leading the
women in song as the people emerge triumphant from
between the parted waters (Exodus 15:20-21). She dances
with tambourine in hand and all the women follow her
graceful movements, stepping and swaying in harmony
with her victory song. What a joyous scene! When
Miriam is punished with leprosy for her sin of jealousy
and, as a result, is confined outside the camp, the people

refuse to move on until after a purification rite with
water enables her restoration to the community (Num
12:9-15). Finally, the text asserts then when she dies the
people find they have no water (Num 20:1-2).
So it is that my musings turn to a scene by the Nile. It
involves water and three women who are nameless—
Moses’ sister who, at this point, is identified only by her
relationship to him, his mother identified as the wife of a
Levite, a third as the daughter of Pharaoh. Together
these unnamed women conspire to save him from a
watery death.
Fear begets oppression—fear of losing power, fear of
armies and fear of the fertility that is a gift from God.
Fear begets oppression.
“Dies Irae, Dies Illa.” Babies dirge along the Nile.
Power decreed a watery tomb for Hebrew boys. “Cast
them in the Nile. Cast them, everyone into the Nile.”
“Rockabye Baby on the treetops.” Baby lullabied
among the reeds of watery Nile.
Love wrapped the Hebrew boy in the basket woven from
the Nile’s reeds, placed him in the tar-sealed cradle-coffin,
set him in the Nile. Obedient subversion crafted by a
mother, carried by a sister. See the rainbow in the sky? A
baby is rocked and arked among the reeds. (The word in
Hebrew for the basket (tabah) is the same word as the
word used for the ark that Noah built. The rainbow is
given by God as a sign that water would never again
bring total destruction.)
Send servants to draw him out, defiant daughter of
death-demanding father. Recognize the weeping one as
child of Hebrew mother, destined for entombment in the
Nile. Draw him in his cradle-coffin out of his tomb.
Surround the basketed babe, sister and daughter, and
conspire against death dealing power. Women from peoples set against each other, reach across the divide and
conspire to save one child. “Shall I go and get for you a
woman to nurse the child for you?” A wink, a wink. Both
know what this offer is and for whom. But conspire,
women, conspire, subvert the evil intent of the powerful.
Mock the deadly order as you draw out of the Nile what
power ordered cast into the Nile.
Hands still tarred from basket weaving, basket sealing,
the mother comes, takes the child to nurse him at her
breast. Mother, sister, daughter surround this child as
with a womb. Untombed now and enwombed, this child
will grow to save a nation.
Reflect on these valiant women and, perhaps, give
them names that honor their dignity.
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a former theology professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, Ky.

Elderly and the victims of war
Many years ago, I watched an older woman making
Ukrainian Easter eggs at an international crafts fair. The
complex process, intricate patterns and bright colors fascinated me, so I purchased a kit and spent time during Lent
trying to master the traditional art of “Pysanky,” as the
eggs are called.
I learned that Pysanky
GUEST
symbolizes Christ’s resurrection, hope, new life and
prosperity. They are traditionally made during the
last week of Lent by the
women of the village, who
work at night as their children sleep. Prayers are
said as the intricate
designs are drawn on eggs
with beeswax, each line
bearing an intention for
the person destined to
receive the egg.
Sister Constance
In this way, one author
Veit, L.S.P.
noted, the creation of
Pysanky becomes a contemplative practice similar to praying the rosary.
Egg dyeing is just one of many traditions of which millions of Ukrainians will be deprived this Easter. The same
author suggested that the making of Pysanky would be a
good way for people around the world to show solidarity

with the Ukrainian people.
Although it’s a little too late for me to get started on a
big Pysanky project, it’s never too late to pray and offer
sacrifices for the suffering people of Ukraine.
It is often said that women, children and the elderly are
the first victims of war.
As a Little Sister of the Poor, I naturally focus on the
plight of seniors. My heart aches as I think of the
Ukrainian grandmothers who should be busy at home
making Pysanky, Paska — Easter bread — and other traditional dishes for their families. I can’t imagine where they
find the strength to endure as they hide in basements or
board refugee buses bound for unfamiliar destinations,
carrying their possessions in sacks and plastic bags.
The worn, tear-stained faces of these women follow me
throughout the day.
Every day I see media reports in which elders weep at
the loss of their sons and daughters, their homes and
everything they hold dear. After surviving the second
World War and a Soviet-inflicted famine in their youth,
they cannot believe that such carnage is again visiting
their homeland.
In March of this year, Pope Francis suggested that as
much as they are suffering, the elderly have an invaluable
contribution to make during tragic times. Like Moses, he
said, “The elderly see history and pass on history.”
“An old age that is granted this clarity is a precious gift
for the generation that is to follow. Listening personally
(Continued on page 15)
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Be
Witnesses
The gift of women religious
“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”
— Pope Francis

For their family members in
Afghanistan, life is lived in fear, for they
are being targeted by the Taliban.
Communication with family members
is difficult since they must live in
remote areas, often without WIFI, and
many move weekly to avoid detection.
While KRM is doing their best to offer
hope for a happy reunion, Ms.
Sievering said, it will take a long time
— years — and in many cases, will
never happen. “We’re really realistic
and upfront with them,” she said.

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org
Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com
Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org
Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndky.org
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
www.ssjw.org

Public and Private
Associations
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org
Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info

Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent
Women religious continue to be a blessing to our Diocese of
Covington. Since founding and operating education, healthcare
and social service ministries, they continue their
mission today.

Today, acting as a sponsoring group for an Afghan refugee family,
the Congregation is committed to providing financial assistance
and being present to the newcomers as they learn about life in a
new country. Their El Centro ministry in Covington provides, without cost, English language
classes to all who require
that assistance.

The Benedictine Sisters of
St. Walburg Monastery
left their homes in
Germany for the United
States in 1859. Following
St. Benedict’s rule,“Ora et
Labora,” the Sisters began
a ministry among
German immigrants in
Covington with the
establishment of St.
Walburg Academy for
girls in Covington. In
1863, they purchased 86
acres of land in Bromely
Heights and founded
Villa Madonna Academy
on a site overlooking the
Ohio River. In 1921, the
sisters founded Villa
Madonna College, now
Thomas More University.
Our three religious
orders, the Benedictine
Sisters, the Sisters of
Notre Dame and
the Congregation of
Divine Providence, operated Villa Madonna in its
early years.

The Passionist Nuns of the
Congregation of the
Passion of Jesus Christ
arrived in the Diocese in
1946. The sisters bake the
altar bread that becomes
the Body of Christ at Mass.
The contemplative Sisters
of the Erlanger Monastery
devote their lives to “the
unceasing contemplation
of Christ’s passion.” They
invite all to join them for
Mass and Adoration and
to bring our prayer
requests to them during
times of need.

The Sisters of Notre Dame
of the United States,
Covington, Kentucky
Region, arrived in
Covington in 1874 and
immediately made a difference in the lives of
those they came to serve.
The founding of Notre
Dame Academy in 1875
began a tradition of excellence in education for
young women, which
continues today. The sisThe Benedictine Sisters
ters continue their focus
expanded their ministries
on education through the
with the opening of
Julie Learning Center preMadonna Manor in 1964,
school program and the
offering independent
Notre Dame Urban
and assisted living and
St. Joseph the Worker Sister Patricia Jean Cushing invites a young girl to
Education Center. The sishealth care to area senenvision herself as a religious sister at the 2015 World Meeting of Families
ters have provided health
iors. Today, the
in Pennsylvania.
care at St. Claire Regional
Benedictines welcome
Medical Center in Morehead and nursing care for the elderly and
the stranger seeking spiritual renewal to the Monastery’s Center
infirm at St. Charles Care Community in Ft. Wright. Today, St.
of Spirituality for conferences and retreats. And they are busy
Charles offers a variety of living accommodations and personal
making the arrangements necessary to offer hospitality to an
Afghan refugee family by providing a safe home and an opportu- care and outreach to the senior community.
nity to become acclimated to life in the United States.
The Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker, a diocesan community
founded in 1974, established St. Joseph Academy in 1976 and
The Carmelite Sisters founded Carmel Manor in Ft. Thomas in
strives to model a truly Catholic life by embracing the Gospel
1949 to serve the needs of the elderly. Their ministry provides
message of Jesus Christ. Their charism is to share Christ’s saving
skilled nursing and personal care to residents in long or shortlove through their apostolic endeavors to build up the body of
term care, the memory unit, and assisted living. The Carmelites
Christ. The sisters minister to the poor in their Walton community
become family to residents as they accompany them on their
and provide health care for the sick and elderly through Taylor
journey through the last stages of life.
Manor, their health care mission in Versailles, Kentucky.
The arrival of the Sisters of the Congregation of Divine Providence
The women religious of the Diocese of Covington continue to be
in the Diocese in 1889 opened the doors to a world of possibilione of God’s many gifts to the people of our Diocese.
ties through education with the founding of Mount St. Martin
Academy and Our Lady of Providence Academy in Newport.

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.
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Diocesan high school students accepted to
Governor’s Scholars programs for summer 2022
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

students spend as much time on their GSP applications as
they will on their college applications!”
This year, of the 31 high school students whose applications were sent to the state for attendance in the 2022
Governor’s Scholars Program, all 31 students have been
accepted into this year’s sessions. Dr. Rachel Noll, principal, St. Patrick High School, Maysville, says the following

In 1983, Kentucky government leaders came up with a
plan, rising from concern that Kentucky’s brightest youth
were leaving the state to take their talents elsewhere, not
realizing the potential of utilizing their talents within
their home state. From this idea, the Governor’s Scholars
Program was born as a three-week residential program
where high school students statewide could engage in a co-curricular community of peers, honing
skills in leadership, civics, and economics.
Bishop Brossart High School
The
Governor’s
Scholars
GSP — Cora Bertsch, Jacob
Crowley, Miranda
Program, alongside its sister proCsordas, Natalia Neltner,
grams, Governor’s School for the
Michael Tomes
Arts, and Governor’s School for
GSA — Chloe Hein
Entrepreneurs, provide students
GSE — Molly Kramer
with opportunities to grow academically, meet peers their age from
Covington Catholic High
across Kentucky, and eventually
School
earn scholarships to universities
GSP — Dominic Gates, Maxwell
and colleges, both in the state of
Gerwe, Cooper Hodge,
Kentucky and beyond.
Alexander Williams
“The Diocese of Covington high
GSA — Liam Barker, Ryan
schools provide several opportuniBrogan (alternate),
ties for our students to submit some
Mitchell Davey, Joseph
of the strongest applications from
Deters, Michael
across the state to the Governor’s
Nerswick, Mitchell Pugh,
Scholars Program,” writes Billy
Matthew Voet
Sarge, a counselor at St. Henry’s
GSE — Liam Barker (waitlist),
District High School, Erlanger, in a
Jack Voelker
statement to the Messenger. “The

General Assembly
(Continued from page 3)

the challenge to the program and we are
optimistic that the Court will issue a favorable decision in the near future so that families can begin enrolling in the program.
Bus Subsidy — One notable victory this
session was the increase in the bus subsidy
for private school students from $3.5 million
to $5 million per year. This program reimburses counties that pay for the cost of transporting private school students to school.
The increase provides enough funding to
fully fund the projected needs of participating counties and allows for an expansion of
the program to more students/schools and
non-participating counties.
Two bills that CCK highlighted in our
action alerts during the session that did not
pass were HB 197 and HB 31. HB 197 would
have provided for easier access to stateissued IDs to homeless Kentuckians, particularly teenagers. The bill did make it
through the House late in session and
received some attention in the Senate, but
ultimately time ran out before it got a final
vote. We hope this sets the stage for prompt
action next session. Similarly, HB 31,
known as the C.R.O.W.N. Act, which would
have prohibited discrimination based on
hairstyles and similar traits historically
associated with race, also received some
attention but came up short.
Unfortunately, there were also some
actions taken by the General Assembly that
cause us serious concern. A trio of bills
were passed that could have significant negative impact on financially vulnerable
Kentuckians.
HB 4 severely limits access to unemployment benefits. It reduces the number of
weeks a person is eligible and provides for
the discontinuance of benefits based on factors that are much more onerous than has

about the program in a statement to the Messenger; “The
Governor’s Scholar Program is a unique opportunity for
students across the state of Kentucky to practice the tools
necessary to become life-long learners.”
In addition to the Governor’s Scholar Program,
Kentucky also offers two other yearly programs aimed to
develop skills and inspire students, Governor’s School for
the Arts, and Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs, the former dedicated to cultivating students’ interests and talents
in visual and performing arts, and the latter to providing a
strong foundation to students interested in entrepreneurship and business.

2022 Governor’s Scholars
Covington Latin School
GSP — Olivia Brown, Andrew
Browning, Gianna Syfert
GSA — Julia Devadason
Holy Cross District High
School
GSP — Sarah Bottom, Zoe
Doerger
GSA — Matthew Coutinho,
Madison Hurtt, Aidan
Iaile (alternate), Sadie
Kimberlin, Dominic
Vennemann, Sydney
Weibel, Abigail Williams
Newport Central Catholic
High School
GSP — Alyssa Smith
GSA — Audrey Carranza, Griffin
Hatfield
GSE — Christian Woods

been the case. It allows benefits to be
extended based on the statewide unemployment rate, but makes no allowance for
regional rates that might be much higher.
HB 7 includes a set of changes to public
benefits programs, such as SNAP and
Medicaid. As originally introduced, HB 7
was especially harsh and would have resulted in the loss of benefits for many
Kentuckians who truly rely on these programs. Advocacy efforts, including your
phone calls and emails, led to many
changes that lessen this potential impact.
Nevertheless, the bill remains highly problematic, placing significant new paperwork
burdens on individuals least able to comply
with such requirements. We will be closely
monitoring any impact from these changes
and expect this to be revisited in future sessions.
Finally, HB 8 was the General
Assembly’s latest effort at tax reform.
Legislators continue to move Kentucky
away from a progressive system toward a
consumption-based system of taxation.
Philosophically, we object to this approach
(our longstanding principles of taxation
can
be
found
online
at
https://ccky.org/other-cck-pubs). This is
another bill, however, where advocacy
efforts clearly made a difference. The bill
was amended heavily through the process
and some of the more troublesome shortterm effects (such as an immediate $900
million annual loss of revenue) were made
less severe.
The Catholic Conference of Kentucky is
grateful to all Faithful Citizen Advocates
who respond to its e-mail requests to reach
out to legislators. Their public witness
truly does make a difference. If you are not
on the CCK list and would like to receive
alerts, sign up at www.ccky.org.
Jason Hall is the executive director for the
Catholic Conference of Kentucky.

Notre Dame Academy
GSP — Caroline Boehmer,
Elizabeth Chun, Megan
Chun, Abigail Hardin,
Kira Kent, Riley Maddox,
Bella Marita
GSA — Caroline Colvin, Claire
Coppage, Gabrielle
Epplen, Monica Geiman,
Janie McManus, Josie
McManus, Ava
Middendorf, Natalye
Nguyen, Gabrielle
Puglisi, Keira Schneider,
Tessa Schulte, Sophia
Stacy (alternate), Ava
Voelker, Gabrielle White
GSE — Gabrielle Epplen, Katie
Thomas, Gabrielle White

St. Henry District High School
GSP — Paige Arthur, Henry
“Harry” Barsan, Sean
Ihrig, Samantha Lewis,
Isaac Portwood, Gabriella
Rolfson, Mitchell Wolking
GSA — Mary Schlinkert,
Gabrielle Goetz,
Savannah Koch, Olivia
Massey, Mitchell Wolking
GSE — Wynnie Serra
St. Patrick High School
GSP — Makenna Roush
GSE — Hadley Mellenkamp
Villa Madonna Academy
GSP — Ian Halpin
GSA — Piper Petry (alternate)
GSE — Matthew Marlette (waitlist)
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World Youth Day — a life-changing experience of the universal Church
Isaak A. Isaak
Contributor

World Youth Day Denver, Colorado in 1993; Paris,
France in 1997; Toronto, Canada in 2002; Cologne,
Germany in 2005; Sydney, Australia in 2008; Madrid, Spain
in 2011; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2013 and Kraków, Poland
in 2016, were life changing experiences and huge blessings
for me. I remember the talks, the homilies, adorations, confessions, participating in the Way of the Cross and attending daily Mass helped me know that
I truly needed Jesus to work in my
life.
I was blessed to attend this great
global Catholic Church event. It gave
me the opportunity to reflect about
some important decisions in my life.
The thing that impacted me during
WYDs was the millions of Catholics
on fire for God, especially the over
four million attendees in Rio
Janeiro, Brazil who were crying,
“Papa Francesco,” or those millions
of crowds in 2005 and 2008 who
shouted, “Benedetto,” or those from
1993 to 2002 who sung, “JPII we love
you.” It was so awesome to look in
every direction and see over four
million people praying and worshiping God.
I was blown away by the Catholic
Church’s globality and universality.
The fact that people that cannot
speak the same language can communicate through the Mass was
mind blowing. This was truly a Pentecost moment for me.
World Youth Day really strengthened my Catholic faith.
I was truly blessed to attend world youth day and listen
to the talks given by three different popes at different
WYDs — Pope St. John Paul II; Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI; and now, our Holy Father, Pope Francis. I highly recommend people to prayerfully consider attending World
Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal in August 2023, because
World Youth Day gives people the opportunity to
encounter Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, and to

Bob Piccola, CGR
602 Taylor Ave., Bellevue KY 41073
Ph: 859-491-8926 Fx: 859-491-9436
www.piccolaconstruction.com

make friends around the world.
Though the cost for the week-long celebration is
extremely expensive, people in parish communities, such
as fathers, mothers, grandmas, grandpas, aunts, uncles,
relatives, and friends will help with this trip if it is
explained to them that World Youth Day is an opportunity
for youth to gather with more than four million other
youth across the globe to celebrate the Catholic faith in
prayer and fellowship with Pope Francis.
The cost for
Diocese
of
Covington’s allinclusive World
Youth Day travel
package
is
$3,7000 per person for youth
and
young
adults, 16 years
of age and up.
Rates are based
on airline fuel
surcharges and
applicable
exchange rates
at the date of
quotation. Rates
are subject to
change up to 45
days prior to
departure.
Fund-raising is
possible for a
group if one or
more members is willing to coordinate the effort. Youth
under the age of 18 must be accompanied by chaperones
fully trained and compliant with diocesan Child and Youth
Protection policies and programs.
My message to anyone thinking and praying to attend
World Youth Day is that, please plan as you are going on a
pilgrimage; that is what it is. If you plan as you are going
on a vacation, it removes the spiritual elements of WYD. It
is a pilgrimage, because it involves many catechetical
moments, prayer services, spiritual guidance, homilies,

adorations, confessions, participating in the Way of the
Cross and attending daily Masses. It is a very, very intensive week-long celebration of our Catholic Faith. The
Church manifests its true nature (universality) at this special event. I learned at this gathering that the Catholic
Church is beyond parish, or even a diocese — it is truly
global.
My favorite part of WYD is the vigil with our Holy
Father. It is always held on Saturday evening. Pilgrims
hike from their hotels, motels, or school gyms for 5 to 10 or
even 20 miles to the location of the vigil, walking along
side of millions of people praying the rosary or singing
spiritual songs. It truly creates an atmosphere of a pilgrimage. On this special day, pilgrims pray for good weather. They pack their backpacks with an air mattress inside,
a radio, a blanket, a map, bottled water, and some snacks.
A radio is needed more than anything else, because the
Pope speaks in French, German, Spanish, Italian, Latin as
well as English at this gathering. Once pilgrims reach to
the arena where the Vigil is held, they line up next to the
main walkways where Pope Francis might be passing by.
No one knows the pope’s exact itinerary.
Although World Youth Days are designed for the
Universal Catholic youth, young adults, and their chaperones, I met people from different faith base communities,
such as Buddhists, Muslims, or our Christian brothers,
and sisters in the faith who had gotten to see the Pope up
close and were truly moved by the experience. One of these
people told me that the Pope was for all people of the world,
and not just for Catholics. I was truly amazed at their
desire to see and meet the Pope in-person, the Vicar of
Christ on earth. These were the moments that opened my
mind to understand that God’s message is for everyone, not
just for Catholics —Jesus’ salvation is for everyone.
Let us together ask Jesus to give us a holy boldness, so
that we can be able to mobilize people for Jesus and for His
kingdom — the Church.
For more information, contact the Office of Catechesis
and Evangelization at (859) 392-1529, or e-mail Isaak A.
Isaak at iisaak@covdio.org. Travel arrangements made by
JMJyouth, www.JMJyouth.com.
Isaak A. Isaak is co-director of the Office of Catechesis
and Evangelization.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Andrew Browning, junior,
Covington Latin School,
Covington, scored a perfect 36 on
the ACT test. Students scoring a
perfect 36 are in the top 20th
percentile according to
PrepScholar. In 2021, the average national
test score for the ACT was 20.3 out of 36;
Covington Latin’s average ACT score is a 30.2.

The monthly prayer intention for May, as recommended by Pope Francis, is for faith-filled young people. Pray for all young people, called to live life to the
fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the
depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates
and the dedication to service.
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.

Come to order
Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills, Junior Ava
Borchers was elected as Secretary General of next year’s
Kentucky United Nations Assembly, a model government
program, Ava will help plan the conference over the
course of a year and will preside over its meeting next
spring.

Easter Baskets
St. Pius X School, Edgewood, fifth and sixth graders
assembled Easter baskets to donate to the Rose Garden Home
Mission, Covington.

Bishop Iffert encourages all the faithful to join him, the
priests and deacons of the diocese at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, Covington at 3 p.m., Sunday, April 24 for
Solemn Vespers for Divine Mercy Sunday. Eucharistic
Adoration and confessions will take place after 10 a.m. Mass
until 3 p.m.
Newport Central Catholic High School, Newport, Drama
Club presents Les Misérables April 29, 30, May 1, 6 and 7.
For more details visit: NCCGala22.givesmart.com. Tickets
are $10 for adults; $7 for students, online
at: https://www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/62798 or at the door.
Sign up for the Covington Catholic Colonels Youth
Football, third through eighth grade, now through April
30. Teams play in Greater Catholic Youth League with
parish feeder schools for Elder, Moeller, Roger Bacon and
LaSalle. Visit www.covcath.org, click on “Athletics,” click
“Colonels Youth Football.” Questions, e-mail
bmorris@covcath.org.

CRS Rice Bowl
Preschool students at St. Henry School, Elsmere, learned about the CRS Rice Bowl from sixth grade students and then
collected change from home to donate to those in need.

Morning Mass on Friday, May 6, 6:45 a.m., St. Francis of
Assisi Chapel, Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria.
Observatory, Thomas More University, Crestview
Hills, presents “How to Teach Grown-Ups About
Pluto,” an astronomy lecture and night sky viewing,
May 7, 7:30–10 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Appropriate for all ages. No reservations required. Masks
will be required for the lecture.
“Wholistic Feminism” with Leah A. Jacobson, founder
and CEO, Guiding Star Project, May 14, 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.
RSVP at Signup Genius.com and enter
divinemercyoffice@gmail.com or call 261 -6172. Cost $10 per
person. Hosted at St. Bernard Parish, Garvey Hall, Dayton.
Bishop Brossart High School men and women golf outings, A J Jolly Golf Course includes 18 holes with cart,
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Ladies outing, June 16, cost $90;
call 781-4337 for reservations. Men’s outing, June 17, cost
$100; call 635-4657 for reservations.
Join the Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, June 1, 6:31
p.m., at UC Health Stadium for the Florence Y’alls. Tickets
$10 each; the Serra Club keeps $5 for its ministry. Tickets
may be purchased from Serra Club members, or online,
https://www.ticketreturn.com/ enter the code “SerraClub”
in the special offer code field. Call 392-1500 or e-mail mmurray@covdio.org for information.

Reading is FUNdamental
Preschoolers at St. Patrick School, Taylor Mill, work on their beginning reading skills.

EASTER TRIDUUM

The sacred Triduum — love leads humanity from darkness to light, from death to salvation
Laura Keener
Editor

Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

The sacred Triduum, according to the Second Vatican
Council, is the most significant part of the liturgical year. The
Triduum is made up of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the
Easter Vigil, and is known as the Easter Triduum - Latin for the
three days. The Lenten season as a whole is a time to prepare for
the celebration of the scared Triduum. These three days recognize the final hours of Christ’s life on earth, which lead to an
empty tomb and then eight days of celebrating His resurrection.

The Triduum also transitions the Church into the Easter season,
which is a 50-day liturgical season lasting until Pentecost.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
“Beginning with the Easter Triduum as its source of light, the
new age of the Resurrection fills the whole liturgical year with its
brilliance. Gradually, on either side of this source, the year is
transfigured by the liturgy. It really is a year of the Lord’s favor…
In the Passover of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
the culmination of history is anticipated as a foretaste and the
kingdom of God enters into our time.

“Easter is not just one feast, but the ‘feast of feasts,’… just as
the Eucharist is the ‘sacrament of sacraments.’ St. Athanasius
referred to Easter as ‘the Great week.’ The mystery of the
Resurrection, in which Christ crushed death, permeates with its
powerful energy our old time, until all is subjected to Him.” (CCC
#1168, 1169)
The Holy Thursday vigil mass is the start of this sacred
Triduum and is the end of the 40 days of Lent, beginning the
three-day celebration of the death and resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Holy Thursday

tution narrative. John instead gives this beautiful story …
of how, while at supper with his disciples, Jesus stood,
wrapped a towel around his waist, stooped and began to
wash the feet of his guests.
“John makes it clear that the offering of the body and
blood of Jesus on the cross is the prototypical and exemHoly Thursday, also known as the Mass
plarily act of service, the most magnificent the world has
of the Lord’s Supper, is when the Church
ever seen. The offering of his body and blood is the emptyrelives the first Eucharist and Holy
ing out, the humble gift, the greatest gift of self and magSacrifice of Mass at the Last Supper. In his
nanimity, of mercy that the world has ever seen,” Bishop
homily, Bishop John Iffert talked about the
Iffert said.
celebration of Passover, the same
Christ’s gift of sacrifice is made present each time the
Passover discussed in the first reading on
faithful gather around the altar and celebrate the
Holy Thursday; the Passover when God (above) Bishop John Iffert
Eucharist.
set his people free from Egypt, sending his processes through the Church
Bishop Iffert said as we celebrate as Jesus taught us —
people out so they could give him authen- transferring the Most Blessed
offering bread and wine — the Holy Spirit transubstantitic worship. Bishop Iffert said that this Sacrament with the humeral veil
ates itself, transforming the bread and wine into the body
Passover meal has continued and “as the under the ombrellino to the
and blood of Jesus … so that divine act of sacrifice can be
Fathers of the Church teach, foreshadow place of repose where the
(above) Bishop John Iffert performs the traditional
extended to us.
and typify the Eucharistic meal, the sacri- Ciborium was placed in the
washing of feet, reenacting Jesus’ washing his disciples’
“The death of Jesus Christ on the cross is the act that
fice at the altar.”
tabernacle with the door open
feet as an act of humility.
saved us, it is made present to us in the Eucharistic body
Bishop Iffert said the last supper, in the for a period of Adoration.
and blood of Jesus,” Bishop Iffert said.
sacrificial lamb who takes away the sins of the
Gospels, is described as a Passover meal.
Also during the Mass, Bishop Iffert washed the feet of six
“It depends on the passing of the bread, the sharing of the cups world,” Bishop Iffert said.
In John’s Gospel Jesus is crucified on the cross and dies at the parishioners. The Mass of the Lord’s Supper ended with the
of wine, and in that context of the Passover meal Jesus institutes
the Eucharist.” Bishop Iffert said this Passover tradition is car- hour that the lambs are being blessed and slaughtered for the transfer of the Blessed Sacrament. Following the prayer after
ried over from Paul and the synoptic Gospels, but that John’s Passover meal. In John’s Gospel the last supper is not a Passover communion, Bishop Iffert carried the Blessed Sacrament in a
procession through the Church to the place of repose. The ciborimeal, because the lamb (Jesus) has not yet been slaughtered.
Gospel, read at the Holy Thursday Mass, tells a different story.
Bishop Iffert said that in John’s Gospel we did not get the insti- um was then placed in front of the open tabernacle for Adoration.
“He is interested in emphasizing the theology of Jesus as the
Keener and Ziegler photos

Good Friday
Good Friday is the most sober and solemn day in all of
Christendom. On Holy Thursday, after the celebration of the
Last Supper with his apostles, Jesus is betrayed by Judas and
is arrested. On Good Friday Jesus is brought before the high
priest Annas, who charges him with blasphemy and sends
him to Pontius Pilate for execution. Pilate finds no guilt and
sends Jesus to King Herod, who also finds Jesus guiltless and
sends him back to Pilate. The crowds demand his crucifixion,
which sets on course Jesus’ passion, crucifixion and death. In
the Catholic Church, Good Friday is the only day of the year
when Mass and the Eucharist is not celebrated — not in the
Diocese of Covington, not in the United States, not in Rome —
nowhere in the entire world.
“Today, at this moment of the Sacred of Triduum, the gaze
of the entire Church is solely upon the death of the Lord
Jesus — his pain, his suffering, his agony,” said Father Ryan
Maher, rector, in his homily, April 15 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption. “Today, we are called to the highest degree
possible of compassion to suffer with Jesus, to unite our sufferings to his, to unite the sufferings of the world, the peoples
of the world, as intercessors to him.”
On Good Friday, the faithful gather to enter into the
Passion of Jesus and to venerate the Cross — the source of
salvation. The celebrant, Bishop John Iffert, and ministers
enter the cathedral in silence and lie prostrate before the altar.
The service immediately begins with prayer and the Liturgy
of the Word.
“Our blessed Lord was born into this world, not to live, but
to die for sinners — for you and for me,” said Father Maher.
“With complete obedience to the Father’s will, Jesus made his
long journey to the cross.”
Father Maher said that Jesus not only suffered physical
torment but also emotional agony as he died on the cross.
“Jesus had the deep anguish of hearing the cry of those
who he came to save, ‘Crucify him, crucify him.’ Our blessed

Lord had endured so much pain and suffering in
his body and his Sacred Heart for everyone who
would ever live in the world — for you and for
me.”
Sharing a favorite teaching from the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Father
Maher emphasized the awesome realities of
Christ’s saving passion and death. “Jesus knew
and loved us each and all during his life, his
agony and his Passion, and gave himself up for
each one of us: ‘The Son of God … loved me and
gave himself for me.’” (CCC 478)
“Notice the beauty of that small sentence and
what the implication is,” Father Maher said,
“Over 2000 years ago … while dying on the cross,
the Lord Jesus knew you and me and he loved us
from the cross … He pours his love out for his
people of all time. And when our Lord looked out
from the cross, he saw all people of every age,
those who lived before him, those who were present as he hung on the cross in that time, those
who would live after him. From the cross …
(Continued on page 11)

(Continued from page 10)
Jesus saw you. Jesus saw me.”
During the veneration of the cross, first Bishop Iffert
and then, one-by-one the congregation, presented themselves before the crucifix, gazing on the crucified Lord and
The
Easter
Vigil begins in
total
darkness,
except for the glow
of the Easter fire.
Bishop Iffert blesses the fire, prepares and lights the
Paschal Candle — the light of Christ — from the fire. The
lighted Paschal Candle will be present at all liturgies during the Easter season and at baptisms and funerals
throughout the year.
Deacon Michael Elmlinger then leads the procession
— which included Father Ryan Maher, rector, Msgr. Kurt
Kemo, vice rector, Deacon Gerald Franzen and Bishop
Iffert — carrying the lighted Paschal Candle through the
darkened church, stopping three times to lift the candle
proclaiming, “The light of Christ;” to which the congregation responds, “Thanks be to God.” Bishop Iffert and
the ministers in procession carry a lighted candle, which
they use to light the candles of congregants. After the
Paschal Candle is lifted the third time, the lights are
turned on, flooding the cathedral with the light of Christ.
“I will never forget,” Bishop Iffert said as he began his
homily, “gathering for the first time in this darkened
cathedral, with this fire — built indoors — to bless that
fire; then to take from that fire and light this pillar of fire
(the Paschal Candle). And, as we process behind this pillar of fire, which represents for us Christ — the true light
that can never be overcome by the darkness — to follow
Christ into this darkened Church, the way we are called
upon to follow Christ in every aspect of our lives … This
is the night! This is the light of Christ that can never be
dimmed.”
The Easter Vigil is described in the Roman Missal as
“the mother of all vigils.” Within this single Vigil are
many rituals: the Service of Light, which includes the
blessing of the fire and procession; the Liturgy of the
Word, which can include as many as seven Old Testament
readings, and an epistle and Gospel reading, chronicling
salvation history from Genesis, to Exodus, to the
Resurrection; the Liturgy of Baptism where the waters of
baptism are blessed; and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Also during the vigil, the Church welcomes her newest
members through the sacraments of initiation — baptism (catechumens only), first Holy Communion and confirmation.
“My friends, we gather to celebrate this joyful night
the Resurrection,” Bishop Iffert said. “We also rejoice
with our brothers and sisters who approach the Church
tonight with the desire to be baptized, confirmed and to
receive with us Holy Eucharist for the very first time.
Welcome to you all, catechumens and candidates. Rejoice!
The Lord is risen.”
Easter, Bishop Iffert said, is a love story. “In the
Resurrection, the one who loves us comes bounding
towards us to take us by the hand,” he said. “Today, my
friend, the hand and the heart the Lord comes bounding
towards today is yours … he is always leading your heart

touching the wood of the cross.
“Let our veneration truly, truly be an outward sign of
where our heart rests this day; a sign of our love for the
Lord who loves us enough to die for us,” said Father Maher.
“Today with the Church, we fix our whole entire gaze on

the death of Jesus … not only for what he has done for us,
offering us the gift of salvation, but for whom he is — the
Son of God, the Son of Mary, our Great High Priest, the
Savior of the world.”

Easter Vigil

(above) After the blessing of the fire,
Bishop Iffert prepares the Paschal Candle,
cutting into the wax a cross, the Greek
letters Alpha and Omega and the four
numerals of the current year.

(above) A young congregant delights in
holding his lighted candle.
(top right) Father Ryan Maher baptized three
catechumens during the Easter Vigil.
(left) During the sacrament of confirmation,
Bishop Iffert anoints the forehead of each
confirmandi with sacred Chrism.
towards him with bonds of love.”
In Orthodox Christian iconography,
Bishop Iffert said, Jesus is always depicted after his resurrection taking someone by the hand. “With that strong hand
he’s pictured lifting a sinner from the
grave, drawing the sinner to safety,” he
said. He then encouraged everyone to
add a meditation to their prayers during
the Easter season.
“This Easter season as you pray, as
you close your eyes, imagine your hands
in the hands of the risen Jesus,” Bishop
Iffert said. “He has you by the hand
because he loves you. Cling to him. Hold
on to the hand that has reached out to
save — never let go. He lifts us to himself. His love is our strength and our salvation.”

(right) Bishop Iffert plunges the Paschal Candle
into the baptismal water, calling down the Holy
Spirit and recalling Christ’s saving grace through
the waters of baptism.

(left) Pontifical servers carry the
crucifix down from the
sanctuary for veneration.
(above) One-by-one the
congregation present themselves before the crucifix,
gazing at the crucified Lord,
bowing and touching the wood
of the cross.

(above) Candidates and catechumens receive their first Holy Communion.

(right) During the solemn
intercessions, Bishop Iffert prays
along with the congregation.

(left) After the congregation renew their baptismal promises, Bishop Iffert and
Father Maher process around the cathedral, sprinkling the congregants with holy
water.
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19 pandemic shuttered all public gatherings in 2020.
Greeting thousands of pilgrims, the pope rode around
in his popemobile, waving and occasionally stopping to
kiss babies.
Pope Francis continued his series of talks on old age
and reflected on the theme: “Honor thy father and mother,
loving a life lived.”
As life progresses, he said, love “descends,” and it is
often not given or received in the “same strength that it
once did.”
However, the fourth commandment brings out a “special love” in the form of honoring not just one’s parents
but those who came before.
“It is not just about one’s own father and mother. It is
about their generation and the generations before, whose
farewell (from this life) can also be slow and prolonged, creating a time and space of long-lasting coexistence with the
other ages of life. In other words, it is about the old age of

life,” the pope explained.
Yet, he also lamented that many times the elderly,
including those who are sick or not self-sufficient, are mistreated.
“This occurs when weakness is reproached, and even
punished, as if it were a fault, and when bewilderment and
confusion become an opening for derision and aggression,” the pope said.
Contempt for older people, he said, “dishonors us all”
and while there have been some positive developments in
elderly generations, “the struggle for the restoration of
that special form of love which is honor still seems fragile
and immature.”
Pope Francis urged Christians to not only support and
encourage better care for the elderly, but also to transform
the younger generations understanding “about life and its
stages.”
“Love for the human person that is common to us,
including honoring a life lived, is not just a matter for the
elderly. Rather it is an ambition that will bring radiance to
young people who inherit its best qualities,” the pope said.

had to be a boarder,
it was not come and
(Continued from page 2)
go back home every
night,”
Sister
Delrita said.
Which was a
leap of faith for
many parents leaving their children
with these, “white
women,
because
many parents had
never seen someone
like us before,” said
Sister Janet.
The
primary
school started with
P3, pre-school age
three, and went up
to seventh grade.
The sisters said it
was eye opening to
see some of the cultural differences in
(from left to right) Sisters Joell Overman, Janet Stamm, Mary Margaret Droege and Delrita Glaser
the students during
were the four SND who began the St. Julie’s Uganda Mission and traveled over on the 1995
their school day.
inaugural mission trip.
For example, the
sisters said that
from their California province to begin the mission. Many
many of the students had no idea what to do at recess,
children in the Buseesa area did not go to school and most

because they had always worked, helping their families at
home and never had the opportunity to play before. The sisters also taught the students English, while trying to learn
the local tribal language, which was only spoken orally and
had no written translations at the time.
Sister Mary Margaret said the students did learn
English very fast. English is the official language of Uganda
and its capital city of Kampala. Sister Janet said, “without
English, there is virtually no way out of poverty.”
The sisters said it has been a blessing to see the fruits of
their work, now some of their very first students are finishing Universities, several students have joined the priesthood, other students are now surgeons, nurses, and more.
“The goal that we set for our school was to train for
Catholic leadership, so that someday when they finish their
education and come back, they can lift up their area and be
the leaders,” Sister Janet said.
Today St. Julie’s Mission has two nursery schools for
ages three to five with over 100 students, a high school with
students scoring in the top 20 of the 300 local schools, the
original primary schools and a convent that is now run by
over 70 African Sisters of Notre Dame. While the original
sisters have not returned for missionary work, they are still
in regular contact with the sisters in Uganda and send
funds from the support of our local parishes here in the
Diocese of Covington.
For information on the Uganda mission visit
www.sndusa.org. The book, “Approaching Holy Ground,” is
available on Amazon.

Honor, protect dignity of elderly, pope says
Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The fourth commandment does not
only imply honoring one’s father and mother, but also the
respect and care for the dignity of older generations, Pope
Francis said.
Sadly, the elderly, especially those in need of care, are
often seen as a burden and, instead of being treated with
“delicacy and affection, tenderness and respect,” are often
abused, the pope said April 20 during his weekly general
audience.
“Encouraging in young people, even indirectly, an attitude of condescension — and even contempt — for the elderly, for their weaknesses and their precariousness, produces horrible things. It opens the way to unimaginable
excesses,” he said.
The audience was held in St. Peter’s Square for the first
time since restrictions enforced at the start of the COVID-

Proclaiming the goodness and care of God

people were living in mud huts. The sisters decided to build
a school when they arrived in 1995. The sisters met the
builders, architect, and contractor discussing every phase
of the building plans. These building projects included a
rectory for the priest, a convent for the sisters and the
school. In 1998, three years after beginning this mission, the
St. Julie Primary Boarding School was established.
“Looking back on this whole endeavor, it is so obvious
that God and loving providence was directing this whole
thing,” Sister Janet said, reflecting on the events that took
place on their original mission trip to Buseesa.
The sisters faced many challenges and obstacles during
the first three years as missionaries, but, Sister Mary
Margaret said, “each time there were obstacles, their needs
were met and these obstacles became less important.”
Some of these obstacles included unfinished buildings,
sisters dealing with sickness, no garden for food, lack of
clean and fresh water and insufficient medical supplies. The
sisters’ faith in God’s providence and goodness helped them
overcome these challenges.
While the sisters developed wonderful facilities for the
St. Julie mission, the main focus was education. Education
was the key factor in creating opportunities for young children. The sisters were driven by faith to carry out their mission work. Having the ability to celebrate the Eucharist was
something that Sister Janet said, “was inspiring.”
Sister Mary Margaret said it was very encouraging to
see how many parents wanted education for their children.
“They were willing to make any sacrifice … and sometimes
when they would come, they would tell us what sacrifice
they had made to help pay any part of the fees for the
school.”
Because of the school’s remote location, “every student
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
ST. ANNE RETREAT CENTER
St. Anne Retreat Center is hiring multiple positions
due to continued growth of retreat groups coming to
the center. The positions we are seeking are:
Maintenance: We are seeking a person capable of
general maintenance and repair work. This would
include groundskeeping work as well. The position is
Monday to Friday with occasional on call status for the
weekend.
Housekeeping: Housekeeping duties include cleaning
of guest rooms, dining hall and our meeting rooms.
Some experience is helpful but not required. The
position is Monday through Friday and an occasional
weekend day when needed.
Guest Services: At the heart of our mission is guest
services. The guest service person is responsible for
making sure our guests have what they need for a
meaningful retreat. The position typically requires the
ability to stay overnight in our guest services suite. It
also requires an occasional weekend stay as well. A
heart for service and hospitality is needed.

PRINCIPAL
St. Edward School (www.stedwardky.org) in
Cynthiana, KY is conducting a search for a new
principal for the 2022-23 school year. St. Edward is
a traditionally-graded school program educating
students from kindergarten through grade 5. The
school is fully accredited, and it is certified by the
state of Kentucky. Candidates must be practicing
Roman Catholics in good standing with the Church.
To begin the application process send a letter of
interest along with a comprehensive resume,
including compensation history, and at least five
references with contact email addresses by email
or fax to Stephen Koplyay, skoplyay@covdio.org.
fax 859-392-1589.

OFFICE OF DIOCESAN
BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Diocese of Covington is accepting applications for
the full time Curia position of Administrative Assistant in
the Office of Diocesan Buildings and Property. This office
represents the interests of the Diocese and of the Bishop
in all matters pertaining to buildings and real property
falling under the auspices of the Diocese, including but
not limited to new construction, renovation, demolition,
sale, and maintenance, as well as central administration
of Diocesan Cemeteries operations. This position requires
a detail-oriented practicing Roman Catholic with
exceptional interpersonal and general office skills and a
familiarity with Microsoft Office software. Please send
cover letter, resume with compensation history, and at
least five references with email contacts to Stephen
Koplyay, SPHR by email or fax, (skoplyay@covdio.org),
fax (859/392-1589), or mail to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
Diocese of Covington, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington,
KY 41011-3115. EOE

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

MUSIC TEACHER
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic School, located in
Independence, has an opening for a highly qualified, part-time general music teacher for grades K-8
for the 2022-2023 school year.
We are searching for an energetic and experienced,
Christ-centered professional with concrete professional and interpersonal skills who will join the St.
Cecilia team in our mission to provide a high quality
Catholic education for our students. In addition to
classroom teaching, the successful candidate will:
• Organize and direct concerts twice per year
(advent & spring)
• Develop a school choir
• Assist with the school’s drama production
Experience leading music for the Catholic Mass or
familiarity with sacred music is preferred.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and
resume with references to Jeanetta Kathman,
Principal at jkathman@stcindependence.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES
St. Cecilia School, A National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence in Independence, Kentucky, is seeking
a Full Time Social Studies Teacher for grades 6-8 to
join our collaborative focused Middle School staff
for the 2022-2023 school year. Interested candidates
should send a cover letter, resume, and
references to Principal Jeanetta Kathman at
jkathman@stcindependence.org. Fax 859-392-1589.
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The victims of war
(Continued from page 5)

and directly to the story of lived faith, with all its highs
and lows, is irreplaceable. Reading about it in books,
watching it in films, consulting it on the internet … will
never be the same. There is a tone and style of communi-

ADVERTISING SALES
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s
official newspaper, seeks a full-time advertising
salesperson beginning in May. The successful
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic
and an excellent representative of the newspaper
and the diocese. The candidate will be ready to
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper,
has some previous sales experience, works well as
a team member, is attentive to detail, and
energetic in serving existing customers as well as
expanding sales to new customers. The salary is
commission-based, with medical and retirement
benefits provided by the diocese.
Interested candidates are asked to e-mail
a letter of interest and a résumé
outlining sales experience and other
qualifications to
Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

CHANCERY SECRETARY
The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, activelypracticing Roman Catholics to apply for the position of
Chancery Secretary. This position fulfills vital logistical
and operational functions, and requires a motivated
self-starter with a love for the Church, an interest in
service, and a demonstrable history of maintaining
absolute confidentiality. Other requirements include
experience and comfort with using MS Office software, and helpful and pleasant communications skills
regardless of the medium. Interested candidates may
send a letter of interest along with a comprehensive
resume, including compensation history and at least
five appropriate references with email contact information, by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

cation to direct, person-to-person storytelling that no other
medium can replace. An older person, one who has lived a
long time, and receives the gift of a lucid and passionate
testimony of his or her history, is an irreplaceable blessing.”
The pope asserts that great social challenges and peace
processes call for dialogue between the keepers of memory
— the elderly — and the young, who move history forward.
“Each must be willing to make room for others ...
Encounter and dialogue between generations should be
the driving force behind a healthy politics.”
“I can give a personal testimony,” the pope said. “I
learned hatred and anger for war from my grandfather,
who fought at the Piave in 1914, and he passed on to me
this rage for war. Because he told me about the suffering of
a war. And this isn’t learned in books or in other ways …

it’s learned in this way, being passed down from grandparents to grandchildren. And this is irreplaceable. The transmission of life experience from grandparents to grandchildren. Today, unfortunately, this is not the case, and we
think that grandparents are discarded material: No! They
are the living memory of a people, and young people and
children ought to listen to their grandparents.”
It is clear from the abundant media coverage that
Ukrainians do not discard their elders. Families are suffering together and they will rise from the rubble together.
Let us thank God for their heroic example and pray that
their resurrection may come as quickly as possible.
Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for
the Little Sisters of the Poor in the United States and an
occupational therapist.
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ENTERTAINMENT
“All the Old Knives” (Amazon) Eight years after a terrorist hijacking that ended tragically, a CIA agent is dispatched by his boss to discover whether a former colleague
was the mole who blew the rescue operation, his mission
being complicated by the fact that he and the suspect were
lovers at the time. Director Janus Metz’s screen version of
the novel by Olen
Steinhauer,
who
also
wrote
the
screenplay, certainly has its share of
interesting twists
and turns. But the
story’s impact is
blunted by the fact that the characters are not especially
sympathetic or engaging and come across more as chess
pieces to be moved around than fully realized personalities. The depiction of the central pair’s physical interaction is also needlessly explicit. Stylized violence with slight
gore, strong sexual content, including graphic nonmarital
activity as well as upper female and rear nudity, references
to suicide, a few uses of profanity, at least one milder oath,
numerous rough terms, some crude expressions. CNS: L;
MPAA:R.

Movie
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and
click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS)
classifications are:
• A-I — general patronage;
• A-II — adults and adolescents;
• A-III — adults;
• L — limited adult audience;
• O — morally offensive.

Obituary
providence, when called three years later to serve the
province with her secretarial gifts, she returned to St.
Anne.
Sister Dorothy Ann Dzurissin,
Taking up ministry as an intake receptionist with
C.D.P. (Sister Helen Francis) died
Comprehensive Care, Newport, Ky., in 1990 was a prelsurrounded by family at Holy Family
ude to time of big change and challenge for Sister
Home, Melbourne, Ky., April 14. Born
Dorothy Ann. Missioned in 1991 to Jeanne d’Arc
Dorothy Ann in 1933 to Andrew
Residence in New York City, she once more joyfully
Francis and Helen (Demko) Dzurissin
embraced being receptionist and librarian, this time
in Reading, Penn., she worked in busifor the congregation’s ministry of providing safe,
ness for several years after high school
affordable, temporary housing for an international
before taking a civil service position in
population of young women furthering their educaWashington, D.C. with the Navy. Her
tion and careers. Ever eager to be an instrument of
deep love of God and devotion to
God’s providence, Sister Dorothy Ann also reached
prayer then drew her to religious life
out to the neighborhood. She received recognition
Sister Dorothy Ann
and the Sisters of Divine Providence.
from The Associated Blind, Inc. for exemplifying
Dzurissin, C.D.P. (Sister
Following profession of first vows
“Caring in Action” through her volunteer work over
Helen Francis)
in 1957, Sister Dorothy Ann taught at
many years with blind adults in the New York City
St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas, Ky, (1957-1960) and Our Lady area. In 2016, she made a final “homecoming” to St. Anne
Star of the Sea School in Solomons, Md., (1960-1961). She then Convent, Melbourne, and there took up a ministry of prayer
returned to Melbourne to cheerfully and faithfully embrace and community service at Holy Family Home.
ministry as receptionist at St. Anne Convent, professing final
A deeply spiritual woman and loving, thoughtful communivows in 1962. Except for a few months teaching at Our Lady of ty member, Sister Dorothy Ann will be greatly missed by her
the Mountains School in Paintsville, Ky., she remained at St. religious family, the Sisters of Divine Providence; her dear sisAnne until 1964, when she was called to the ministry of hospi- ter Helen Grove and sisters-in-law Nancy and Mona Dzurissin;
tality at St. Vincent Infant Home in Providence, R.I.
and many beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. Her
Sister Dorothy Ann was again warmly welcoming visitors dear brothers Andrew and John preceded her in death. A Mass
at St. Anne Convent beginning in 1966, assisting them happily of Christian Burial was celebrated in the Immaculate
and humbly with her thoughtfulness and attention to detail. Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home, Melbourne, April 18,
However, in 1979 when her earlier business experience and with burial in the convent cemetery following.
office skills were needed at Our Lady of the Way Hospital, she
Memorials suggested to the Congregation of Divine
moved to Martin, Ky., to serve as its administrative secretary Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY 41059.
and medical librarian. Always one to follow the designs of
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NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

NCEA speaker addresses impact of
social media on adolescents
NEW ORLEANS — The founder of an internet safety initiative
warned Catholic school teachers and administrators April 20
about the appeal and impact of social media on today’s students.
Chris McKenna, founder of Protect Young Eyes (www.protectyoungeyes.com), told participants at the National Catholic
Educational Association’s conference in New Orleans that the
world has changed for children because digital technology has
been designed slickly to grab kids’ attention and keep them
hooked. He said the ubiquity of online pornography and the
sophisticated algorithms used by social media platforms to lure
children and teens into inauthentic relationships with strangers
and also encourage comparison envy have created unprecedented
emotional challenges that can actually harm the brain. “Please try
not to start another conversation, ‘When I was a kid ...’ because if
TikTok existed when you were a kid, you would’ve been addicted,
too,” said McKenna, a father of four. Contrary to the common wisdom that kids are “resilient,” McKenna said that while children
with developing brains are “incredibly adaptive,” the bottom line
is that “trauma is trauma.” “We live in a time, with digital doorways everywhere, where the opportunities for trauma to our
young people are more prevalent than ever,” he said, noting that
the digital pornography today is of a type far removed from the
“2D” pornography of the 1970s.

Priest’s unexplained expulsion from
Russia fuels fears for foreign clergy
MOSCOW — A Catholic priest was expelled from Russia without explanation, amid fears for the well-being of other clergy ministering in the country. Father Fernando Vera, a Mexican member
of Opus Dei, left Russia in mid-April after being told his residence
permit was revoked. Father Kirill Gorbunov, spokesman for the
Russian bishops’ conference, told Catholic News Service April 21
no reason had been given for the priest’s expulsion, adding that
the Catholic Church had “no reason” to believe it was connected
with the conflict in Ukraine. “All he did was relay to people what
our bishops had already said — there’s no indication he went
beyond that,” Father Gorbunov told CNS. “The letter he received
states that a person has the right to appeal, so we hope he’ll reapply for a visa and have a chance to resume his service here.”
“Although I haven’t listened to his church homilies, I know him
personally as a balanced, reasonable person, who wouldn’t take
radical positions. ... Most priests and religious order members
here are foreigners, and their superiors abroad are growing worried about them, with some suggesting they should consider leaving Russia for their own safety.” Father Vera most recently headed
Moscow’s Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, one of three Catholic parishes in the capital. Father Gorbunov told CNS a Polish priest had
recently returned home from Moscow, fearing it could become
harder to leave in future. However, he added that other departures
had not been “directly connected with the political situation.” He
said Father Vera’s expulsion was believed the first since 2002,

when Bishop Jerzy Mazur was arrested in Moscow while returning to Irkutsk and forcibly repatriated to Poland.

Pope says no trip to Kyiv, meeting
with Russian patriarch canceled
VATICAN CITY — The Vatican will never stop its diplomatic
efforts to mediate an end to the war against Ukraine, Pope Francis
said. However, the meeting between the pope and Russian
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Moscow planned for June has been
canceled out of concern it could cause “confusion,” and there will
be no papal visit to Kyiv while war rages, the pope said in an interview with the Argentine daily newspaper La Nación April 21. Pope
Francis told reporters April 2 he was considering a possible visit
to the Ukrainian capital. But in his latest interview, he told La
Nación that “I cannot do anything that puts higher objectives at
risk, which are the end of the war, a truce or, at least, a humanitarian corridor. What good would it do for the pope to go to Kyiv if
the war were to continue the next day?” he said. When asked
about Patriarch Kirill, Pope Francis said, “I am sorry that the
Vatican has had to suspend a second meeting with Patriarch
Kirill, which we had scheduled for June in Jerusalem.” Their first
meeting had been in 2016 in Havana, the first time the pope and
Moscow patriarch had met personally. He explained that the
Vatican’s diplomatic team understood that such a meeting “at this
time could lead to much confusion.” Personally, he said he seeks to
promote fruitful interreligious dialogue because mutual understanding or agreement “is better than conflict.”

Bishops say Peru ‘ cannot stand the
instability any longer’
LIMA, Peru — Peru’s Catholic bishops published a two-page
plea to the country’s leaders, urging them to address the current
political crisis with “greater responsibility” and take “radical
measures” to fight corruption. “Our weak democracy cannot
stand the instability any longer,” the bishops wrote. “It is crucial
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that both the executive branch and the legislative branch bring
together people who are well-qualified and above reproach” for top
government jobs. Special interests must be set aside, they said, “in
order to establish an agenda of priorities that respond to the basic
needs of the population, especially those who are poorest,” and
which guarantee stable governance. The April 21 message came a
day after the country’s prime minister referred to Cardinal Pedro
Barreto Jimeno of Huancayo as a “miserable” person, after the
cardinal spoke publicly about a meeting he had had with
President Pedro Castillo. Castillo, a rural elementary schoolteacher and teachers’ union leader with no government experience, won the presidency in 2021 just months after a standoff
between the executive and legislative branches caused the country
to have three presidents in 10 days. The president has been battling congressional opposition, as well as accusations of corruption and criticism for placing political cronies in top government
jobs.

Catholic leaders thankful for Melissa
Lucio’s stay of execution
WASHINGTON — Catholic leaders were thankful that deathrow inmate Melissa Lucio was granted a last-minute stay of
execution April 25, but they also said her sentence shows a failure in the use of capital punishment in this country and
stressed that they would continue to pray for Lucio and her
family and advocate on her behalf. Lucio, 53, a Catholic mother
of 14 and a grandmother, was scheduled for execution April 27
for the 2007 death of her 2-year-old daughter, Mariah, that
Lucio has maintained was due to her daughter’s accidental fall
down a stairwell. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, which
issued a stay of execution, ordered the 138th Judicial District
Court of Cameron County to consider the new evidence presented by Lucio’s legal team. Lucio will remain on death row
while her case goes back to trial court to examine new evidence her attorneys say shows that the toddler’s death was an
accident caused by an undiagnosed injury sustained after
falling down the stairs two days before she died.
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