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Staff  writer 

Michael Elmlinger is a 
23-year-old, soon-to-be tran-
sitional deacon with the 
Diocese of  Covington. He is 
a parishioner of  St. Paul 
Parish, Florence, and the 
son of  Polly and the late 
Steven Elmlinger, who died 
in May of  2021 at the age of  
52 after a battle with lung 
cancer. Mr. Elmlinger has 
four siblings — three 
brothers and one sister: 
Christopher, age 29; Daniel, 
age 27; Mary, age 17; and Patrick, age 14. Mr. Elmlinger 
is also now an uncle to a niece and nephew — Rae, age 
three, and Charlie, age one — the children of  Chris and 
his wife Kelsey. Mr. Elmlinger attended St. Paul School, 
Florence and Covington Latin School, Covington, and 
pursued a college education and seminary studies at 
the Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus. Mr. 
Elmlinger is still a member of  his childhood parish.  

Mr. Elmlinger said that his greatest joy is being able 
to serve the people of  God through ordained ministry. 
He is looking forward to celebrating baptisms and wed-
dings and assisting at funerals.  

“I am looking forward to being able to establish a 
relationship with the people in order to be able to min-
ister to them. It gives me great joy being able to offer 
my whole self  to God as Christ does in order to be able 
to help people grow closer to him,” Mr. Elmlinger said.  

Mr. Elmlinger’s greatest apprehension is due to the 
fact that this is an important ministry of  the Church; 
he wonders if  he is “truly ready.” However, Mr. 
Elmlinger explained that no one is truly ready to take 
on this ministry themselves. “We all have our strengths and weak-
nesses, and God calls us with those strengths and weaknesses. If  he 
has called me with those…then who am I to say otherwise?” Mr. 
Elmlinger said.  

Mr. Elmlinger’s understanding of  the diaconate has evolved dur-
ing the course of  his seminary formation. Before, he did not have 
much of  an understanding of  what this ministry is. However, as 

time has gone on, he sees the diaconate 
as an important ministry in which the 
deacon offers himself  entirely in serv-
ice to God’s people. The very meaning 
of  the word “deacon,” from the Greek 
term diakonia, means “to serve,” 
mainly to serve the people of  God to 
bring them closer to Christ. 

During the past six years, many 
have helped Mr. Elmlinger on his jour-

ney, and he cannot 
thank them 
enough.  

“ E ve r yo n e ’s 
support has meant 
so much to me, 
that I do not think 
I would be here if  I 
did not have that 
support. I especial-
ly want to thank 
my parents and 
the rest of  my fam-
ily for their undy-
ing support dur-
ing this time,” Mr. 
Elmlinger said. 

Mr. Elmlinger 
also thanks 
Bishop Roger Foys 
for accepting him 
as a seminarian 
for the Diocese of  
Covington, and 
Bishop John Iffert 
for graciously 
deciding to ordain 

him. He thanks all of  those who have helped to form him into the 
man he is today. 

Mr. Elmlinger is especially grateful to God for the graces that he 
has given him during this time of  seminary formation. He is joyful-
ly anticipating being able to use this experience as a transitional 
deacon to identify further areas of  growth, so that he may be more 
prepared to minister as a priest.

Embracing an important ministry:  
Michael Elmlinger’s path to deaconhood

Faithful flock to unite with 
Universal Church prayers  
for peace and consecration

Michael Elmlinger 
Seminary: St. Vincent Seminary 

Latrobe, Pa.

9 
With praise and thanksgiving  

to Almighty God, 

the Diocese of Covington invites you to 

the Ordination to the Diaconate of 

Michael Elmlinger 

9 9 9 

Kevin Cranley 

Adam Feinauer 

Eric Ritchie 

through the power of the Holy Spirit and  
the imposition of hands by Bishop John Iffert  

Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington

Laura Keener 
Editor 

The over 300 worship aids printed for the Consecration of  Russia and 
Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of  Mary quickly ran out as worshipers flocked 
to the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, the early afternoon 
Friday, March 25. Ushers scrambled to set up extra chairs as over 600 worshipers 
began to spill out of  the pews. 

The consecration came from the urging of  Pope Francis, who invited all bish-
ops and priests from around the world to join him, at approximately the same 
time, in consecrating Russia, Ukraine and all people to the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary. (See related story page 8.) With over 200 people viewing the consecration’s 
livestream from the Cathedral’s website, refrains of  “Immaculate Mary” filled 
the cathedral as Bishop John Iffert — preceded by deacons and priests of  the dio-
cese — made his way to the sanctuary. “Peace be with you,” Bishop Iffert said in 
his opening prayer. 

“My brothers and sisters in Christ, nearly a month has passed since the out-
break of  the war in Ukraine that is daily inflicting immense suffering upon its 
people and threatening world peace. At this dark hour the Church is urgently 
called to intercede before the Prince of  Peace, to demonstrate her closeness to 
those directly affected by the conflict. Today, in union with the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, we join the entire Universal Church in consecrating Russia and 
Ukraine to Mary our mother. May our prayers, supplications and the consecra-

(Continued on page 15)

Keener photo

Bishop John Iffert leads  
the congregation in praying 
the rosary, March 25, during 
the Consecration of  Russia 
and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of  Mary 
at the Cathedral Basilica of  
the Assumption.

Due to technical difficulties the 
Messenger was unable to publish its 
April 1 edition. We regret that this 
has occurred and thank our readers 
for their faithful support. The arti-
cles planned for that edition have 
been printed in this edition.



Laura Keener 
Editor 

In a letter to Alan Pickett, executive director, Catholic 
Charities – Diocese of  Covington, March 11, Bishop John 
Iffert accepted the recommendation to discontinue 
Catholic Charities’ adoption program. 

“It is with a heavy heart that I concur with your recom-
mendation, and the recommendation of  the Catholic 
Charities Corporate Board, and direct you to close the 
Catholic Charities Pregnancy & Adoption programs in the 
Diocese of  Covington,” Bishop Iffert said in the letter. (See 
Bishop Iffert’s letter to the right.) 

Mr. Pickett and the Catholic Charities Board made the 
recommendation, March 3, citing several key factors, two 
of  which are vital: the number of  babies and children 
offered for adoption is very small and all efforts to recruit 
a qualified adoption counselor have been exhausted. 

The Messenger sat down with Mr. Pickett, March 25, to 
discuss how the decision was made and the impact it is 
having at Catholic Charities and the programs they offer. 

Q. You mentioned in your recommendation to Bishop 
Iffert that the program is foundational to Catholic 
Charities. Explain why it is foundational. 

Pickett: The very first program that started Catholic 
Charities was our pregnancy and adoption program, 
when, in 1948, Bishop William Mulloy hired Mary Moser 
to be a paid social worker. She had already been taking 
pregnant women into her home, kept them at her home 
until they had their babies and helped them find a place 
for their babies to be adopted. So that’s how Catholic 
Charities really started. All of  our programs came from 
that. We expanded into counseling and then school coun-
seling and then many other programs, but that was the 
very beginning of  Catholic Charities in our diocese. So 
since 1948, we’ve been placing babies — newborn babies — 
in the homes of  families in our area. That long history was 
not only a legacy, but it was well-loved and respected. 
Q: How many families were created through the 
Catholic Charities adoption program? 

Pickett: I haven’t gone back to research the exact num-
ber. In recent years we only did two or three adoptions per 
year, but in the heyday of  the program, we had four or five 
pregnancy adoption counselors working full-time with 
pregnant women and with families seeking babies 
through adoption. So it’s probably close to 2,000 or more. 
Q: Will Catholic Charities maintain records of  the 
adoptions they have placed? 

Pickett: We will continue maintaining adoption 
records and supporting inquirers who were adopted 
through Catholic Charities. This mainly is focused on 
those adoptions that were closed, which there are many, 
and for them we will share their adoption records and 
assist them if  they are searching for their birth parents. 
Q: Will Catholic Charities continue to offer pregnan-
cy counseling? 

Pickett: We counsel anybody with whatever issues they 
might be facing – mental health issues, anxieties, depres-
sion, addictions, whatever circumstances they might be 
dealing with. There’s a number of  ways through our coun-
seling services that we can still serve pregnant women and 
families and couples who wish to make an adoption plan. 
But we won’t be a licensed adoption agency and we won’t 
be able to actually place the babies through an adoption. 
Q: Since this program is foundational, even an identi-
fying part of  Catholic Charities, what impact is this 
decision having on your staff? 

Pickett: There’s a lot of  well-deserved pride in the prac-
tices that we developed over the years. Catholic Charities 
was a leader … a pioneer in developing the best practices 
for adoption and open adoptions, which was unusual early 
on but became much more accepted through the develop-
ment of  those practices and through our providing that 
option to families to do an open adoption. We believed over 
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Catholic Charities  
discontinues adoption 
program while  
continuing to extend a 
hopeful hand to women

Mark your calendar —  
Cross the Bridge for Life, June 5 

After a two-year hiatus, Cross the Bridge for 
Life will return to the Purple Bridge, June 5. 
Festivities begin at 1 p.m. and the walk 
begins at 2 p.m. Participants will gather at 
the Newport’s Festival Park, Riverboat Row 
along the Newport riverfront. A Pro-Life 
coalition — the Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s 

Respect Life Office, the Diocese of Covington’s Pro-Life Office, Cincinnati 
Right to Life, and a number of local pregnancy care centers — organize the 
event. Organizers held their first meeting March 24 at the Diocese of 
Covington’s Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium.  

Pictured (from left) are: Lee Warren, Elizabeth’s New Life Center; Bob 
Wurzelbacher, director, Archdiocese of Cincinnati Respect Life Office; Claire 
Ruehl, Diocese of Covington Pro-Life Committee and Karen Riegler, Diocese 
of Covington, Pro-Life Committee.

(Continued on page 7) Keener photo

March 11, 2022 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

It is with a heavy heart that I concur with your recommendation,  
and the recommendation of the Catholic Charities Corporate Board, and direct 
you to close the Catholic Charities Pregnancy & Adoption programs in the 
Diocese of Covington. 

I take this action recognizing that “the Pregnancy and Adoption Program at 
Catholic Charities has been the foundation and hallmark of our ministry since 1948” (Pickett, 
03/03/2022). I am thankful for the hundreds of babies and families who benefited from this  
program over the decades. I am especially grateful for the devoted work of those adoption  
counselors and Catholic Charities employees and volunteers who made this important work  
possible for so long. I applaud the efforts of so many to maintain this service for years and 
decades beyond any other Catholic diocese in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Thank you for 
your efforts. 

I accept this recommendation and direct this change for the following reasons. 

1. The number of babies and children offered for adoption in our area is very small. 

2. To continue to screen and prepare generous couples who hope to adopt — when the 
likelihood of adoption is very small — adds to heartbreak and is disingenuous. 

3. Sincere and extensive efforts to recruit a qualified adoption counselor have been fruitless. 
The current tight employment market and the dearth of candidates with this specialized 
qualification challenge our ability to staff these pregnancy and adoption programs. 

4. Catholic Charities staff have thoroughly explored interagency cooperation to secure  
necessary expertise. These efforts have failed. 

5. An impending inspection by the state of Kentucky would be impossible to pass because  
of a key vacancy that has existed for such a long time. 

6. Private, for-profit agencies provide similar, quality service in our area. 

Adoption remains a loving option when a woman faces an unexpected pregnancy. I encourage 
Catholic Charities to do all that is prudent to contribute to a positive culture surrounding  
adoption. This might include setting aside some resources to help offset increased costs that  
families will bear because of the need to employ a for-profit adoption agency. I ask you to work 
with the Catholic Charities Corporate Board to determine the most effective course of action in 
this regard. 

Thank you for your dedicated service. Please share with your staff my deep gratitude for all they 
do to help strengthen families, promote health, and accompany the hurting, on behalf of the 
Catholic Church and the Diocese of Covington. I remain . . . 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of Covington



Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

The month of  April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. The 
Family Nurturing Center hosted 
its annual Blue Ribbon Ceremony 
at Tom Gill Chevrolet, Florence, to 
kick off  child abuse prevention 
month. 

The Blue Ribbon is an interna-
tional symbol for Child Abuse 
Prevention and the Family 
Nurturing Center promotes the 
Blue Ribbon Campaign to not only 
create awareness about child 
abuse, but to educate the commu-
nity about the role everyone has in 
preventing abuse and neglect in 
any form. 

The Family Nurturing Center’s 
partners in prevention had repre-
sentatives speak of  their efforts 
and upcoming events to raise 
awareness and support. Tara 
Mosley with the Junior League of  
Cincinnati, Carson McAtee of  
Kappa Delta Eta-Eta sorority at 
Northern Kentucky University 
and Jessie Whitish of  KY Youth 
Advocates spoke on behalf  of  their 
organizations and partnerships. 

Elected officials from Boone 
and Campbell County issued 
proclamations with Jane Herms, 
president, Family Nurturing Center, thanking local gov-
ernments for continuing to make April child abuse preven-
tion month as a way to raise awareness in the state, coun-
ties and cities. Diane Walden, mayor, city of  Florence, 
introduced the 2022 Children’s Art Contest winner —
Grace Sears. Ms. Sears artwork will be featured on TANK 
buses throughout the month of  April. 

The recognitions, proclamations and awards were fol-
lowed by special guest speaker, Craig McKee, 
anchor/reporter with WCPO and featured speaker, 
Britainy Beshear, Kentucky’s First Lady. 

Mr. McKee spoke of  his personal experience with child 
abuse; growing up, he was a victim. Mr. McKee’s mother 
suffered with a drug addiction and her boyfriend was abu-
sive to Mr. McKee and his mother. Even after leaving the 
abusive relationship, Mr. McKee’s mother’s drug addiction 
continued to impact him. Mr. McKee said that his own 
experience with child abuse “is nothing compared to the 
pure horror of  abuse so many children deal with on a daily 
basis.” 

Mr. McKee spoke on the importance of  breaking the 
cycle of  child abuse as he did with his own family. He 
explained that the cycle of  abuse can be broken through 
parental education and by equipping children with the 

tools and resources necessary for recovery, which are 
available through organizations like the Family Nurturing 
Center. 

First Lady Beshear opened by thanking, on behalf  of  
herself  and Governor Andy Beshear, all those who support 
and work in the fields of  child abuse. Mrs. Beshear empha-
sized the importance of  the work done by Family 
Nurturing Center in protecting children. She said that her 
experience as a volunteer working with organizations sim-
ilar to the Family Nurturing Center has opened her eyes to 
the continued need for raising awareness and support for 
child abuse prevention.  

Mrs. Beshear recognized the work Governor Beshear’s 
office has done in arresting record numbers of  child pred-
ators and training thousands of  Kentuckians on how to 
recognize, report and prevent child abuse and human traf-
ficking through the training provided by Family 
Nurturing Center and other organizations. Governor 
Beshear has also signed bills into law to help protect chil-
dren from abuse and to go after their abusers. She closed 
by thanking all those who support these organizations and 
those working to help the children of  the Commonwealth. 

After the ceremony, guests were invited to tie blue rib-
bons on the fence around the dealership where they will 
remain for the month of  April.
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Blue Ribbon Ceremony: Child Abuse Prevention Month Kickoff

Official assignments

Effective April 1, 2022 

Rev. Eric L. Andriot 
To: Parochial Vicar, St. Paul Parish, Florence 
From: Leave of absence 

Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Vogelpohl 
To: Vicar for Retired Priests 
Continues retirement 
 

Effective June 2, 2022 

Kimberly Halbauer 
To: Board of Trustees, Thomas More 
University 
Term: Three years

By order of  
the Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 

  
Jamie N. Schroeder, 
Chancellor 

April 8 
Permanent/Transitional Deacon 
ordination rehearsal, Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 5 p.m. 

April 9 
Permanent/Transitional Deacon 
ordination, Cathedral Basilica, 
10 a.m. 

April 10 
Celebrate Palm Sunday Mass, 
Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m. 

April 12 
Advisory Council meeting,  
9:30 a.m. 

Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 7 p.m. 

April 13-18 
Curia Offices closed in  
observance of Holy Week  
and Easter 

April 14 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
Cathedral, 6 p.m. 

April 15 
Good Friday services — the 
Lord’s Passion, Cathedral,  
3 p.m. 

April 16 
Easter Vigil, Cathedral,  
8:30 p.m. 

April 17 
Easter Mass, Cathedral, 10 a.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Tuesday, April 12 

Chrism Mass, 7 p.m. 

 

Holy Thursday, April 14 

(No 8:15 a.m. Mass) 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 6 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, April 15 

(No 8:15 a.m. Mass) 
Confessions, 12–2 p.m.  
Stations of the Cross, 12 p.m.  
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 
3 p.m. 

 

Holy Saturday, April 16 

(No 4:30 p.m. Mass) 
Confessions, 3–4 p.m. 
Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m.  

 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Mass 7:30 a.m.  
Mass 10 a.m. — live streamed 
covcathedral.com 
(No 5:30 p.m. Mass)

Holy Week and Easter at the Cathedral 

(Above left) Julie Feinauer and Marylu Steffen, Diocese of  Covington Safe 
Environment Office, tie their blue ribbons on the fence at Tom Gill Chevrolet, 
Florence, to spread awareness for Child Abuse Prevention Month. The blue  
ribbons will hang on the dealership’s fence during the month of  April.   

(Above right) Jane Herms, president  of  Family Nurturing Center, and  
Msgr. William Cleves, Pastor, Holy Spirit Parish, Newport, pause for a quick  
picture before the blue ribbon ceremony.       

Ziegler photos



Forty years ago, Philip Rieff  wrote a book entitled 
“The Triumph of  the Therapeutic.” In essence, he argued 

that, today, in the Western 
world so many people need 
psychological therapy 
mainly because our family 
structure has grown weak 
and many community 
structures have broken 
down. He contends that in 
societies where there are 
still strong families and 
strong communities there 
is much less need for pri-
vate therapy; people can 
more easily work out their 
problems inside of  family 
and community. 
Conversely, where family 

and community are weak, we are mostly left on our own 
to handle our problems with a therapist rather than with 
a family. 

If  Rieff  is right, and I suspect he is, it follows that the 
answer to many of  the issues that drive us to the counsel-
ing couch lie as much, and perhaps more, in a fuller and 
healthier participation in public life, including church 
life, than in private therapy. We need, as Parker Palmer 
brilliantly suggests, the therapy of  a public life. 

What’s meant by this? What’s the therapy of  a public 
life? 

Public life, life shared inside a family and community, 
beyond our private selves and private intimacies, can be 
powerfully therapeutic because it draws us out of  our-
selves and into the lives of  others, gives us a certain 
rhythm, and connects us with resources beyond the 
poverty of  our own lives. 

To participate healthily in other people’s lives can take 
us beyond our private obsessions. It can also steady us. 
Public life generally has a certain rhythm and a regulari-
ty to it that helps calm the chaotic whirl of  restlessness, 
depression and sense of  emptiness that can so often 
destabilize our lives. Participation in public life gives us 
clearly defined things to do, regular stopping places, regu-
lar events of  structure and steadiness, and a rhythm — 
commodities no psychiatric couch can provide. Public life 
links us to resources beyond ourselves, and sometimes 
they are the only thing that can help us. 

While doing studies in Belgium, I was privileged to 
attend the lectures of  Antoine Vergote, a renowned 
Doctor of  Psychology, and the soul. I asked him one day 
how one should handle paralyzing emotional obsessions, 
both within oneself  and when trying to help others. 

His answer surprised me. In essence, he said this: 
“The temptation you might have as a priest is to simplis-
tically give the advice: ‘Take your troubles to the chapel! 
Pray it through. God will help you.’ It’s not that this is 
wrong. God and prayer can and do help. But obsessional 
problems are mainly problems of  over-concentration; and 
over-concentration is broken largely by getting outside of  
yourself, outside of  your own mind, your own heart, your 
own life, and your own space. So, my advice is, get 
involved in public things, from entertainment, to politics, 
to work. Get outside of  your closed world. Enter with 
resolve into public life!” 

He went on, of  course, to qualify this so that it differs 
from the simplistic temptation to bury oneself  in distrac-
tions and work. His advice here is not that one should run 
away from doing painful inner work, but that solving 
one’s inner private problems is also dependent upon out-
side relationships, both relationships of  intimacy and 
those of  a more public nature. 

Here’s an example. For more than a dozen years I 

taught theology at Newman Theological College in 
Edmonton, Canada. Our campus was small and intimate, 
and we had a strong community life. Occasionally a man 
or woman who was working through some emotional 
fragility or instability would show up on campus, not 
enroll in any formal classes, but simply hang out with the 
community, praying with us, socializing with us, and sit-
ting in on a few classes. Invariably I would see them slow-
ly get emotionally steadier and stronger, and they found 
that new strength and balance, not so much from what 
they learned in any of  the classrooms, but more as they 
did by participating in the life outside of  those classes. 
The therapy of  a public life is what helped heal them. 

For us as Christians, this also means the therapy of  
church life. We become emotionally stronger, steadier, 
less obsessed, and less a slave to our own restlessness by 
participating more fully and healthily within the public 
life of  the church. Monks have secrets worth knowing. 
They have long understood that a regular program, a 
daily rhythm, participation in community, a mandate 
that you must show up, and the discipline of  a monastic 
bell calling everyone to a common activity (whether this 
suits him or her or not at the time) have kept many a man 
and woman sane and emotionally stable. 

Regular Eucharist, regular prayer with others, regular 
meetings with others, regular duties, and regular respon-
sibilities within an ecclesial community not only help 
nurture us spiritually, they also help keep us sane and 
steady. Private therapy can sometimes be helpful, but 
public, ecclesial life, with its consistent daily rhythms 
and demands, more than anything else, can help keep us 
steady on our feet. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 
and award-winning author.
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Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

The therapy of a public life 

Why the supposed conflict between science and religion  
is tragic nonsense

Recently, I had the joy of  speaking at Youth Day at the 
Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. My audience 
was about 400 high school students from around the coun-
try, and my topic, at the request of  the organizers of  the 

congress, was the relation-
ship between religion and 
science. They knew, as I 
have been arguing for 
years, that a major reason 
that many young people 
are disaffiliating from our 
churches is the supposed 
conflict between science 
and the faith. I told my 
young audience that this 
“war” is in fact a fantasy, 
an illusion, the fruit of  a 
tragic misunderstanding. 
And I attempted to show 
this by looking at four 

themes, which I will briefly summarize in this article. 
First, in a very real sense, the modern physical sci-

ences came from religion. The great founders of  science 
— Kepler, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Descartes, etc. — 
were, without exception, trained in ecclesially sponsored 
schools and universities. It was under the aegis of  the 
church that they took in their physics, their astronomy, 
and their mathematics. More specifically, they learned in 
those institutions two essentially theological truths nec-
essary for the emergence of  the experimental sciences — 
namely, that the universe is not God and that the uni-
verse, in every nook and cranny, is marked by intelligibil-
ity. If  nature were divine — as indeed it is considered to 

be in many religions, philosophies and mysticisms — 
then it could never be an apt subject for observation, 
analysis, and experimentation. And if  nature were sim-
ply chaotic, void of  form, it would never yield up the har-
monies and patterned intelligibilities that scientists read-
ily seek. When these two truths, which are both a func-
tion of  the doctrine of  creation, obtain, the sciences can 
get underway. 

Second, when science and theology are properly 
understood, they are not in conflict, since they are not 
competing for primacy on the same playing field, like 
opposing football teams. Utilizing the scientific method, 
the physical sciences deal with events, objects, dynamics, 
and relationships within the empirically verifiable order. 
Theology, employing an entirely different method, deals 
with God and the things of  God — and God is not an 
object in the world, not a reality circumscribed within the 
context of  nature. As Thomas Aquinas put it, God is not 
ens summum (highest being), but rather ipsum esse (the 
act of  being as such) — which is to say, God is not a being 
among beings, but instead the reason why there is an 
empirically observable universe at all. In this way, he is 
like the author of  a richly complex novel. 

Charles Dickens never appears as a character in any of  
his sprawling narratives, yet he is the reason why any of  
those characters exist at all. Accordingly, the sciences, as 
such, can never adjudicate the question of  God’s exis-
tence nor speak of  his activity or attributes. Another type 
of  rationality — not in competition with scientific ration-
ality — is required for the determination of  those mat-
ters. 

And this brings me to my third point: scientism is not 
science. Sadly rampant today, especially among the 

young, scientism is the reduction of  all knowledge to the 
scientific form of  knowledge. The undeniable success of  
the physical sciences and the extraordinary usefulness of  
the technologies to which they have given rise have pro-
duced in the minds of  many this conviction, but it repre-
sents a tragic impoverishment. 

A chemist might be able to tell us the chemical make-
up of  the paints that Michelangelo used on the Sistine 
Ceiling, but he couldn’t, qua scientist, tell us a thing 
about what makes that work of  art so beautiful. A geolo-
gist might be able to tell us the stratification of  the earth 
below the city of  Chicago, but he could never, again qua 
scientist, tell us whether that city is being justly or 
unjustly governed. There isn’t a trace of  the scientific 
method in Romeo and Juliet, but who would be so stupid 
as to assert that that play tells us nothing true about the 
nature of  love. 

In a similar way, the great texts of  the Bible and the 
theological tradition are not “scientific,” but they never-
theless speak the profoundest truths about God, creation, 
sin, redemption, grace, etc. Both the cause and effect of  
scientism, sadly, is the attenuation of  the liberal arts in 
our institutions of  higher education. Rather than appre-
ciating literature, history, philosophy, and religion as con-
duits of  objective truth, many today relegate these to the 
arena of  subjective feeling or subject them to withering 
ideological criticism. 

My fourth and final point is this: Galileo is one para-
graph in one chapter of  a very long book. The great 
astronomer is often invoked as the patron saint of  heroic 
scientists struggling to free themselves from the obscu-
rantism and irrationality of  religion. The censorship of  

Bishop Robert Barron

WORD ON FIRE

(Continued on page 19)



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           April 8, 2022  5 

COMMENTARY

True success starts  
by asking the right question

When I was a child, I was often asked what I wanted to 
be when I grew up. I would reply with whatever was 

interesting to me at the 
time — author, missionary, 
actor. The adult who asked 
would never really listen to 
my reply. If  they did, it was 
usually followed by nega-
tive comments about the 
“artsy” nature of  my 
career choices, or more-
often-than-not, about bene-
fits and insurance. They 
would then proffer careers 
that were more stable, that 
usually had a steady 
income. 

Looking back, I see that 
they were concerned about my financial success. Well-
meaning as it was, I now realize that they were forgetting 
the most important thing. They weren’t asking the most 
important question. “Do you want to be a saint? Do you 
want to be a spiritual success?” How powerful might 
these questions have been? What thoughts might it have 
provoked? I wonder if  I had been set on this course 
toward holiness earlier, how might my life have been dif-
ferent?  

As adults we push children to be “successful.” All too 
often this word is equated to prestige, money, power, even 
physical appearance. We forget that we are creating the 
adults of  the future. When we place the emphasis on the 
world’s definition of  success, accumulation becomes the 
goal. We as Catholics should know that the saying, “You 
can’t take it with you!” is true. Worldly possessions, and 
all the fame in the world will not buy our way into heav-

en, yet we never speak to our children about spiritual 
success. 

The best part is, we can all be spiritually successful. 
There is no limit to the number of  roles to fill, no limit to 
those chosen. We can all be first place, blue ribbon win-
ners. 

Look around! There are future saints walking amongst 
you right now. Some are window washers, teachers, some 
are housekeepers, others wealthy politicians who truly 
are out to do good — even your own parents, and chil-
dren. Be the very best YOU and you can achieve success 
marked as one of  God’s holy ones. 

You are not the same as anyone else and your road to 
sainthood is unique. You do not have to travel the world 
spreading God’s word. Spread it in your home, in your 
community and by your actions. We each have a role, and 
we are specifically chosen to fill it. Our human design 
was not meant to be perfect. To become a saint, you only 
have to live your life, no matter how mundane, in an 
extraordinary way. 

St. Therese of  Lisieux, the Little Flower, was a great 
example of  this. Her short life, lived mainly in the con-
fines of  a convent, may not appear special, until we know 
how she lived it. Dedicating every action, no matter how 
small, to the honor and glory of  God was her path to holi-
ness, and ultimately canonization as a saint. We are all 
called to this same holiness, as members of  the 
Communion of  Saints. Do not let the world be your guide, 
but God’s light within. 

Light is an interesting word. The double meaning is so 
closely tied to sainthood. Be the light; illuminate the 
darkness for others. Cast light where there is shadow so 
others can see the path to holiness. 

Light also means less weight. Lighten yourself, lighten 

Perfect timing Hold tight to the Cross
When is the best time to address child abuse and neg-

lect? Victims would answer, before it happens. Prevention 
is always the best, and April is the month to focus our 
attention and efforts on child abuse prevention. 

Over my career as a social worker, I have prayed that 
God would find use of  me 
for his divine purpose. 
Looking back, I can see his 
providential hand putting 
me in the right place at the 
right time. One recent occa-
sion, I stopped in unexpect-
edly to greet a young client. 
The teen father was alone 
with his four-month infant; 
the mom was working. He 
went to change the baby’s 
diaper, and in an explosion 
of  anger and disgust ran to 
the bathroom. The baby 
boy relieved himself  when 

exposed. The father screamed that it was intentional. I 
was able to calm him, explaining his baby smiled out of  
the love and attention he was receiving. The infant had 
no ill motive; he did not execute a streamed urine attack 
willfully upon him. 

Education on realistic expectations for children is an 
objective because it is an underscoring factor for much 
abuse. Offering resources and respite breaks for parents 
when overwhelmed with the stress of  parenting and iso-
lation, coupled with financial hardship, is another aim. 
Helping parents manage their own childhood trauma, 
and offering counseling and information for effective dis-
cipline techniques, are also important goals. Parental 
alcohol or drug dependency dramatically raises the risk 
for child neglect and maltreatment; getting sober must be 
a primary objective. 

KY Senate Bill 8 passed both houses and was signed by 
Governor Andy Beshear in early 2022. The law will fund 
more family preservation and prevention services. 
Kentucky has had the notorious reputation for the high-
est child abuse and neglect rate in the nation these past 

three years. 
The Family Nurturing Center is a leading agency 

offering prevention services in Northern Kentucky. Jane 
Herms, CEO, and her staff  are all dedicated to this cause. 
I attended a blue-ribbon kickoff  ceremony FNC hosted in 
partnership with Tom Gill Chevrolet, Florence, to raise 
awareness and to advocate ending the cycle of  abuse. 

Keynote speaker First Lady Britainy Beshear spoke 
about her passion for children and adult victims of  
domestic violence. Msgr. William Cleves, pastor, Holy 
Spirit Parish, Newport, opened with an inspirational 
prayer. He shared that in Greek, the Scripture reads that 
Jesus’ “guts were twisted,” not just “took pity” as the 
English translation states, when looking at his hurting 
people. Most poignant was Craig McKee, anchor, and 
reporter for WCPO news, who shared his personal story 
of  childhood abuse and his work to end the cycle. 

The Catholic Church’s VIRTUS — Protecting God’s 
Children program — offers a comprehensive education 
and awareness campaign to prevent sexual abuse. The 
FNC also offers a similar program entitled, “From 
Darkness to Light.” Another child-centered program, 
Kids on the Block, uses puppeteers to share prevention 
tactics with young audiences. 

Unfortunately, all the best prevention plans have not 
eradicated the scourge of  child abuse. In good timing 
with the coming month of  May, we celebrate and draw 
further attention to National Foster Care Month. For 
abuse victims who need another level of  help, the child 
protection system brings children into foster care. The 
Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home (DCCH) Center for 
Children and Families is an agency which recruits, trains 
and supports people willing to be foster and adoptive par-
ents. 

Learn more about ways you can help; consider your 
role to be God’s instrument to care for one of  his chil-
dren. Provide healing and hope and stop the generational 
cycle of  child abuse. Contact DCCH at (859) 331-2040 or 
www.dcchcenter.org. 

Ronald M. Bertsch is director of  Therapeutic Foster 
Care/Adoption for the DCCH Center for Children and 
Families, Ft. Mitchell.

The readings for Palm Sunday — Cycle C are: 
Luke 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11 and Luke 
22:14—23:56. 

I stopped by a religious goods store several months 
ago. As I looked around I came across one of  those wood-
en crosses that are made to fit in your hand. I picked one 
up with the intent to leave it with a parishioner in a nurs-
ing home. After leaving the store I reached into the bag 

and pulled the cross out 
and held it in my hand. A 
few minutes later I was 
still holding the cross, but 
even tighter, and I was 
praying for myself  and for 
God to help me with my 
pain. It was as if  I was 
holding on for dear life. 

When I reached the 
nursing home, I put the 
cross in my pocket. I went 
in and visited for a while 
and as I was getting up to 
leave I reached into my 
pocket for the cross. I 
grabbed hold of  it and I 

was not letting it go. I wanted it for myself. A little selfish 
on my part, but she never saw the cross. I could not get it 
out of  my pocket. I felt bad and sent her flowers the next 
day. 

Here we are on Palm Sunday and once again we will 
hear the Passion of  Christ read at Mass. When we hear 
that Jesus was scourged does it make any difference to 
us, does it change us in any way? When we hear about 
the crowning of  thorns how do we react? When we hear 
that Jesus was lifted high on the cross do we show any 
emotions at all? 

Every time we hear the story of  Jesus’ crucifixion it 
should move us, stir our hearts, and connect us to the 
events that happened that Good Friday. Like Mary and 
John, we need to stand at the foot of  the cross and look 
up. When we hold on to the cross, for dear life, when we 
are tightening our grip on the cross, we need to look up. 

The Savior of  the world is there. It is in the cross of  
Christ that we can find strength to endure the trials of  
life. When you have nothing else to hold on to, grab hold 
of  a cross and pray with all your might. 

He died for you, he rose for you, he will be there, 
always, for you. 

Father Gregory Bach is pastor St. Henry Parish, 
Elsmere, Ky.

Father Gregory Bach

EIGHTH DAY

Julie Feinauer

VIEWPOINT

Ronald M. Bertsch

VIEWPOINT

(Continued on page 19)

Reporting Misconduct  
in the Diocese of Covington 

Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by a  
cleric, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Covington 
is asked to contact Ms. Julie Feinauer, diocesan victims 
assistance coordinator (859) 392-1515. Professional  
assistance and pastoral support will be provided in  
confidentiality and with respect. 

A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for 
Addressing Sexual Misconduct” is available by contacting 
the Chancery, (859) 392-1510 or visiting www.covdio.org 
and going to “Sexual Misconduct Policy.” 

Informando sobre conducta inapropiada 
en la Diocesis de Covington 

Cualquier persona que haya experimentado conducta  
sexual inapropiada por parte de un clérigo, empleado o 
voluntario de la Diócesis de Covington está invitada a 
ponerse en contacto con Ms. Julie Feinauer, coordindora 
diocesana para dar asistencia a las víctimas. Teléfono  
(859) 392-1515. Asistencia profesional y apoyo moral serán 
ofrecidos de una manera confidencial y con respeto. 

Una copia de “Normas y Procedimientos sobre Conducta 
Sexual Inapropiada” está disponible poniéndose en  
contacto con la Cancillería, Teléfono (859) 392-1510, o  
visitando www.covdio.org y marcando “Sexual 
Misconduct Policy.”
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Altar servers recognized for service
Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

The Solemn Vespers Service Awards, presented by the 
Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky, took place 
April 3 at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. Over 200 servers were recognized for their 
service and sacrifice with ribbons blessed and presented 
by the celebrant, Bishop John Iffert.  

Fr. Conor Kunath, vocations promoter, gave the homily 
at the vespers service and spoke about the significance of  
the altar server. Fr. Kunath congratulated the servers on 
their award and recognition, reminding them of  the beau-
ty of  what is experienced at mass. “When we take the time 
to understand and appreciate what takes place at mass, it 
gives us a greater appreciation of  the beauty in the world 
around us,” Fr. Kunath said. 

Fr. Kunath said that slowing down and appreciating the 
beauty God has created for us here on earth and taking the 
time to pray allows us to enjoy the little things and have 
greater communication with God, hearing his voice to 
guide us. Being an altar server is a calling, like other voca-
tions, and when we listen for and follow God’s calling, we 
find that fulfillment and appreciation in our lives.   

Serra Club president Nick Winnike also congratulated 
the altar servers, taking a few moments to recognize the 
servers and say that he and the Serra Club were honored 
to sponsor the award ceremony.   

Bishop Iffert also spoke about his time as an altar serv-
er, which he did long after graduating high school, and 
while he did not always want to serve as an older teen and 
college-aged kid, he was thankful to have parents who 
encouraged him to be an altar server as it led to a “joyful” 
life, and he hopes altar serving brings the same joy to the 
servers of  the Diocese of  Covington. 

(above) Ribbons were blessed and 
distributed to each altar server who 
attended the vespers ceremony.   

(above right and right) Bishop Iffert 
presented each altar server with a 
ribbon at the ceremony.



the years that, in the best interest of  the child, an open 
adoption was best for all parties involved, even though 
sometimes it was difficult. A child who has been adopted 
always has a yearning to know their history and their 
birth family. When we have an open adoption, we’ve pro-
vided the very best situation for the child, which is ulti-
mately what the focus was and always should be. 
Q: So how is the staff  doing? What’s the mood? Do you 
have a sense of  that? 

Pickett: The staff  is saddened by the loss because of  the 
pride of  the program and the long-standing respect that we 
gained in the community. Just like any other loss that we 
have in our life, people need time to grapple with, mourn 
over and then eventually move past what this means for us. 
On the other side of  grief  is the opportunity for growth 
and new opportunities. We’re excited to be able to think 
about where else we can go and what other needs we can 
serve through our programs at Catholic Charities. 
Q: The focus of  Catholic Charities’ adoption program 
has been on newborns. In your recommendation to 
Bishop Iffert, you mention that “the demographics 
have shifted.” What does that mean? 

Pickett: The biggest difference is the fact that, in years 
past, a woman who was pregnant and was not expecting to 
be pregnant would be encouraged to place her child for 
adoption. The current environment seems to encourage all 
mothers — even single mothers in dire circumstances — to 
do everything they can to raise their own child. Our socie-
ty, I think, weigh the balance — they change the dynamics 
— in that, the demographics change. The number of  new-
borns available for adoption is extremely limited today 
versus in years past. 
Q: What do you say to those couples who really would 
like to have a family — a newborn — but babies are 
just not available? 

Pickett: First of  all, we definitely understand that desire. 
That yearning to start a family is a natural thing. We 
approach them, first, with understanding and compassion 
just by listening. But then, also, in the discussion maybe we 
start to help them reshape their dreams. There are plenty of  
children available for adoption, particularly through the 
foster care system — agencies like the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Home (DCCH). Many children in foster care 
through DCCH would love to be placed in a forever home. So 
to offer that education and encouragement to revisit their 
dreams, reconsider how they can be a blessing to another 
child who may be several years older. Couples who want to 
start a family certainly do have other options; it might not 
be the exact dream that they thought of  when they first 
tried to start a family on their own. 
Q: Where else will women wanting to make an adop-
tion plan be referred to? 

Pickett: We have a number of  agencies that we’ve iden-
tified — most of  them are for profit. There might be 
Catholic- or Christian-based programs but they are fewer 
and farther between than they used to be. Nevertheless, we 
are aware of  adoption agencies that are licensed and rep-
utable. Unfortunately, there’s not many in our immediate 
area, but there’s some as close as Georgetown and 
Lexington and Louisville. 
Q: Have other Catholic Charities in Kentucky, and 

even around the country, found it necessary to discon-
tinue their adoption programs? 

Pickett: As recently as five or six years ago, all four dio-
ceses in Kentucky had an adoption program through their 
Catholic Charities ministry. In the last five years, 
Louisville, and then Owensboro, and most recently 
Lexington, have all found it necessary to discontinue their 
adoption programs. For many of  the same reasons, we’re 
now faced with the same decision. Not that we’re following 
suit, but the demographics follow and so we have come to 
the same decision. 
Q: Did recent government mandates that children be 
placed with same sex couples enter into the decision 
to discontinue the adoption program? 

Pickett: That is an issue around the country and in 
other states and certain municipalities. As you know, that 
would be against Catholic social teaching. We’ve never 
been faced with that in Kentucky or in Covington, so that 
was not a factor in our decision. But we’re well aware that 
it has been a factor in the decision of  other Catholic 
Charities who have closed their adoption programs 
around the country in the recent past. 
Q: While the need for a certified adoption program has 
diminished, there will still be women who need support 
when facing an untimely pregnancy. Do you have any 
advice or any suggestions how individual Catholics or 
parishes can help fill this void or to assist moms? 

Pickett: There are a number of  reputable and very good 
pregnancy care programs in our area — CareNet and New 
Hope Center are two that come to my mind immediately — 
that provide significant support to pregnant women in an 

unplanned pregnancy situation. The ironic reality is that 
rarely does a mother that’s been served by one of  these 
pregnancy care centers decide to make an adoption plan. 
That’s not because they don’t try, but the focus typically is 
much more on the pregnancy, on the baby, and preventing 
abortions. When the discussion about adoption is had, 
almost every time the mother will decide to keep the baby. 
The blessing is we reduce the number of  abortions, but the 
irony is that the number of  adoptions has not increased, 
it’s actually decreased. 
Q: Tell me how the decision to discontinue the adop-
tion program was made. 

Pickett: It was a with a heavy heart that we came to this 
decision; we did not make it lightly, we did not make it 
quickly. We saw many other programs closing long before 
we felt like we had to face this decision. It was certainly 
with the very best intentions and desire to maintain the 
program as long as possible. We believe we did that. But at 
some point, to say we have an adoption program and give 
couples hope that they will adopt a newborn baby from us, 
when it was less and less likely that we could meet that 
expectation, it was almost disingenuous to say we have an 
adoption program. 
Q: Will Catholic Charities still take pregnancy and 
adoption calls and make referrals? 

Pickett: Absolutely, we would be happy to take a call for 
any family situation — a woman who’s pregnant, a couple 
who is desiring to start a family through adoption, any 
other life issues that they face. If  we cannot serve an indi-
vidual or a family directly we will do our very best to help 
that situation by identifying other resources.

Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           April 8, 2022  7 

Catholic Charities  
(Continued from page 2)

Tech Tuesday — parents take the ‘Tech Free Challenge’ and share results
Laura Keener 

Editor 
With the Schools Office wrapping up March’s Tech 

Tuesday month, Kendra McGuire, superintendent, encour-
ages parents to find the right balance with technology. 

“It is important to consider areas that may impact a 
child’s growth and development,” she wrote in the final 
Tech Tuesday newsletter to parents. 

 These areas of  growth and development are priorities in 
a child’s life and include: 

— Spending time with friends in-person, outside of  
school; 

— Getting involved in extra-curricular activities; 
— Keeping up with school responsibilities and home-

work; 

— Maintaining strong family relationships; 
— Getting enough sleep; 
— Daily physical activity — especially outdoors; 
— Attending Mass and spending time in prayer. 
“If  technology is negatively affecting these areas, it may 

be time to make some changes,” Mrs. McGuire said. “As you 
plan to use less technology, it is a good idea to decide how 
your family will fill this open time. One way to do this is to 
talk with your children about 2-3 passions they are most 
interested in. Then structure your schedule to assist them 
in pursuing these activities.” 

The third week of  Tech Tuesday month offered a chal-
lenge to families — the Tech-Free Challenge — which 
encouraged parents to eliminate or reduce the amount of  
time they and their children spend in front of  a screen. The 

Messenger reached out to parents to hear about their experi-
ence. 

When Heather Doepker, a parent at St. Paul School, 
Florence, heard about Tech Tuesday she was eager to see 
what was going to be offered. She enjoyed reading about the 
various topics that were presented in each newsletter and 
especially found useful the links to additional resources. 
Through those links, she has joined a private Facebook 
group — Parenting In the Tech World — which she finds 
especially useful. The Facebook group shares not only 
struggles and challenges but also tips and successes. 

“It’s been really interesting to read other parents experi-
ences with technology,” Mrs. Doepker said. “It’s kind of  nor-
malizing in a way to see that we’re not the only ones with 

(Continued on page 22)



Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — As Russia’s violent monthlong inva-
sion continued to devastate Ukraine, Pope Francis laid the 
fates of  both countries at the feet of  Mary in the hopes that 
peace would finally reign. 

“Mother of  God and our mother, to your Immaculate 
Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the 
church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine,” 
the pope said March 25, pronouncing the Act of  
Consecration after leading a Lenten penance service in St. 
Peter’s Basilica. 

Praying before a statue of  Mary that was loaned by the 
Shrine of  Our Lady of  Fatima at San Vittoriano on the out-
skirts of  Rome, the pope pleaded with Mary to “accept this 
act that we carry out with confidence and love. Grant that 
war may end, and peace spread throughout the world.” 

Sitting in front of  the statue, which was placed before 
the steps of  the main altar on a red platform and adorned 
with white roses, the pope proclaimed the act of  consecra-
tion. During the prayer, the pope paused at several 
moments to gaze at the statue of  Mary before continuing to 
recite the prayer. 

“To you we consecrate the future of  the whole human 
family, the needs and expectations of  every people, the anx-
ieties and hopes of  the world,” he prayed. 

After the consecration, the pope, accompanied by a 
young boy and girl, placed a bouquet of  white roses at the 
feet of  the statue. He then remained for a few moments, 
with eyes closed and head bowed in silent prayer, before 
stepping away. 

According to the Vatican, an estimated 3,500 people 
filled St. Peter’s Basilica, while 2,000 people watched on 
video screens from St. Peter’s Square. Police asked pil-
grims who entered St. Peter’s Basilica carrying or wearing 
Ukrainian flags to put them away, since the event was a 
prayer service. 

Among those present at the liturgy were Andrii Yurash, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the Holy See. The consecration, 
he tweeted March 25, is “another attempt (by the pope) to 
defend Ukraine from the devil’s war,” referring to Russia’s 
attacks on the country. 

Joe Donnelly, who soon will present his credentials to 
the pope as the U.S. ambassador to the Holy See, also 
attended the service. 

The Vatican announced March 18 that Pope Francis 
also asked bishops around the world to join him in conse-
crating Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary. (See related story on page 1.) 

Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the papal almoner, led a 
similar act of  consecration at the Shrine of  Our Lady of  
Fatima in Portugal. 

Bishops from around the world had announced special 
services to coincide with the timing of  the consecration in 
Rome, even in the early hours of  the morning. 

At the Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral-Basilica in 
Hagatña, Guam, Archbishop Michael Byrnes led the faith-
ful in praying the rosary before reciting the Act of  
Consecration at 2 a.m. local time March 26. 

Archbishop Georg Gänswein, private secretary of  
retired Pope Benedict XVI, had told reporters that the for-
mer pope would join in the consecration from his resi-
dence. 

In a video released before the liturgy, Archbishop 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of  Kyiv-Halych, major archbishop of  
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, said he would join in the 
consecration “because today we need very much the victo-
ry of  good.” 

The consecration, Archbishop Shevchuk said, “means 
that it is never possible to make a deal, to cooperate with 
this evil that emerges from Russia today.” 

“And that is why we must pray for its conversion, for the 
eradication of  that evil, ‘so 
that it,’ as the Mother of  God 
of  Fatima said, ‘might not 
destroy other states, might 
not cause yet another world 
war.’ We, as Christians, have 
a duty to pray for our ene-
mies,” he said. 

In Rome, the bells of  St. 
Peter’s Basilica rang out 
after Pope Francis concluded 
the Act of  Consecration. 

In his homily during the 
Lenten penance service, the 
pope acknowledged that the 
war in Ukraine, which “has 
overtaken so many people 
and caused suffering to all, 
has made each of  us fearful 
and anxious.” 

While calls to “not be 
afraid” may soothe one’s 
helplessness in the face of  
war, violence and uncertain-
ty, the pope said that “human 
reassurance is not enough.” 

“We need the closeness of  
God and the certainty of  his 
forgiveness, and once 
renewed by it, Christians 
can also turn to Mary and 
present their needs and the 
needs of  the world,” he said. 

Pope Francis said the Act 
of  Consecration was “no 
magic formula but a spiritu-
al act” of  trust by “children 
who, amid the tribulation of  
this cruel and senseless war 
that threatens our world, 
turn to their mother, repos-
ing all their fears and pain in 
her heart and abandoning 
themselves to her.” 

“It means placing in that 
pure and undefiled heart, 

where God is mirrored, the inestimable goods of  fraternity 
and peace, all that we have and are, so that she, the mother 
whom the Lord has given us, may protect us and watch 
over us,” the pope said. 

In his prayer, Pope Francis specifically asked Mary to 
be with those suffering directly because of  the war. 

“May your maternal touch soothe those who suffer and 
flee from the rain of  bombs,” he prayed to Mary. “May your 
motherly embrace comfort those forced to leave their 
homes and their native land. May your sorrowful heart 
move us to compassion and inspire us to open our doors 
and to care for our brothers and sisters who are injured 
and cast aside.”
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Tom Ziegler 
Staff  writer 

Susan Feldhaus is a catechumen at 
Blessed Sacrament’s parish, Ft. 
Mitchell. Ms. Feldhaus is from the 
Boone County area, one of  10 chil-
dren, and her family was raised 
Baptist. 

“Growing up in the 60s, having 
older siblings, I was number seven … 
but I was always puzzled as to why I 
never got baptized,” Ms. Feldhaus said. 

When Ms. Feldhaus was six or seven 
years old she remembers being at church 
with her siblings and the preacher asked, “Who 
would like to be saved?” and she went up to the front of  the 
church. Later, the preacher came to her family’s house to 
confirm Susan’s decision with her parents, and she 
became scared. 

“I don’t know why, but I just got scared … I ran down in 
the basement and hid. Now that I think back, I was only six 
or seven so maybe I didn’t want to be saved at the time,” 
Ms. Feldhaus said with a chuckle. 

Ms. Feldhaus has been a member of  the Baptist church 
and attended the Church of  Christ. When her grandson 
started going to Blessed Sacrament School last year, 
Ms.Feldhaus began attending Mass with him. 

“I felt like I needed to get back in touch with Jesus and 
I started coming to Mass. I started understanding the 
Scriptures better, and I got a lot out of  that,” Ms. Feldhaus 
said. 

Last September, Ms. Feldhaus and her family experi-
enced an unfortunate event, after which she felt a powerful 
encounter with the Holy Spirit. “The Holy Spirit really 
reached into my heart,” Ms. Feldhaus said. The next morn-

ing she woke up knowing that she needed to find God, 
which led her to call Mirianna Asman, RCIA program 
director at Blessed Sacrament Parish. 

“She has been such a blessing to me, and I have found 
that I have gotten more out of  the Catholic Church by 
learning about Jesus and the Trinity … having everything 
explained to me a lot more in-depth,” Ms. Feldhaus said. 

Ms. Feldhaus struggles to describe what she believes 
was her encounter with the Holy Spirit. Tears filled her 
eyes as she reflects on her unexplainable moment. “I can’t 
explain it, you know; I really feel like the Holy Spirit just 
reached into my heart and I felt so moved that I immediate-
ly got up the next morning and made that call … I get teary 
eyed every time I think about it,” said Ms. Feldhaus. 

Ms. Feldhaus also feels that going through the RCIA 
process has brought her much closer to God. “I feel like I 
have a community, and a connection with that community 
by going to Mass on Sundays with my RCIA group. I feel 
like that has really strengthened my faith, giving me more 
courage and wisdom. I pray more and seek God’s guidance 
a lot more,” Ms. Feldhaus said. 

Francis is the name Ms. Feldhaus has selected as her 
confirmation name, after St. Francis of  Rome. “When I 
looked at her picture, I thought of  me when I was younger, 
because of  her long hair. Originally, I was going to pick St. 
Agnes, but when I did some more research on St. Francis, 
I found she prayed to St. Agnes and did a lot of  healing of  
the souls … I thought she would be a great saint for me. She 
did a lot of  charity work and I just loved the story about 
her,” Ms. Feldhaus said. 

Ms. Feldhaus said that through the RCIA process she is 
learning to accept God’s will for her life and has noticed a 
difference in herself. “I’ve noticed that difference in my 
patience and my calmness. When I feel stressed, I come to 
pray and put it in God’s hands. I just feel like I am getting 
that full conversion as I get closer to that Easter Vigil. I get 
so excited thinking about it,” Ms. Feldhaus said.

Who would you like to be saved? RCIA Story: Susan Feldhaus

Living
CHRIST

Ziegler photo

Susan Feldhaus Ziegler photo
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Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

Farm Blessings are as ancient as humanity itself; 
they are a deep recognition of  man’s primordial rela-
tionship with nature. In the Spring, blessings center on 
planting and fertility, a prayer for the fields, and the 
growing season.  

“It is a recognition that grace and nature go together, 
man is part of  nature, man is from nature, man is set in 
nature by God’s providence. Creation itself  is part of  
God’s revelation of  love, salvation, mercy and abun-
dance to us,” said Father Phillip DeVous, pastor, St. 
Charles Borromeo, Flemingsburg, and St. Rose of  Lima, 
Mays Lick.  

Bishop John Iffert visited St. Charles Parish for 
Mass, confirmation, and a farm blessing. After the post-
Mass luncheon, Bishop Iffert and Father DeVous trav-
eled to a local parishioner’s family farm for a spring 
blessing. In addition to the farm, Bishop Iffert blessed 
all those in attendance during the ceremony.  

Father DeVous said that God invites us to be co-cre-
ators in the world — for his goodness and for the good-
ness of  creation itself. These are all aspects involved in 
the farm blessing. In light of  the recent pandemic, the 
farm blessing signifies the importance of  where food 
comes from.  

Farmers can be taken for granted in today’s society, 
Father DeVous said, because of  the general disconnect 
from nature itself. But society’s disconnect from farm-
ers does not mean they are not an extremely important 
part of  society. 

Farm blessings recognize God’s invitation to be co-creators

(above left) Father Phillip Devous, pastor of   
St. Charles Borromeo, Flemingsburg, and St. Rose 
of  Lima, Mays Lick, reads his portion of  the farm 
blessing he and Bishop John Iffert celebrated.   

(left and above) Bishop John Iffert blessed the  
hosting farm’s fields with Holy water and the local 
parishioners who attended the blessing. This was a 
spring blessing for the farmers’ growing season .   

Laura Keener 
Editor 

“We’re trying. We’re not against you. But the 
world is so much louder.” This statement seems to 
encapsulate the sentiments of  both participants 
and organizers of  the synod listening sessions 
hosted by Catholic parishes, schools and organiza-
tions in the diocese. The statement was presented 
to Bishop John Iffert and diocesan organizers at 
the Diocesan Pre-Synodal Meeting, March 26. It 
was shared by a middle-school teacher, as the feed-
back she received from students who participated 
in the listening part of  the Synodal process. 

Pope Francis called for the synod “For a 
Synodal Church: communion, participation, mis-
sion,” as a way for all of  God’s people — including 
those on the margins — to share their voice on 
how best the Church can, under the guidance of  
the Holy Spirit, journey together on the path to 
Christ. Dioceses around the globe are in the 
process of  holding listening sessions. Information gathered 
during these sessions will form the agenda for the upcoming 
2023 Synod of  Bishops. 

With Catholic parishes, schools and organizations in the 
Diocese of  Covington completing the last of  their Synod lis-
tening sessions, David Cooley, co-director, Office of  Catechesis 
and Evangelization, and Jamie Schroeder, chancellor, invited 
coordinators to the Diocesan Pre-Synodal Meeting to share 
what they have heard. Over 80 attended the meeting that was 
held at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington. 

Representatives at the meeting were excited to share the 
information they had gathered. Yet, each expressed a concern 
that they were unable — individually at least — to reach those 
“on the margins.” Collectively, though, as the meeting pro-
gressed, it became clear that many voices, including those on 
the margins, will be included in the diocese’s final 10-page 
synodal document, which will be sent to the United States 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops to include in their response to 
the Vatican. 

Listening session hosts and the people they were able to 
reach seemed to fall in these categories: parishes heard from 
people in the pews; schools from the youth; Catholic Charities 
and parish outreach centers from the homeless; the NKU 
Newman Club from young adult Catholics, non-Catholics and 
those of  no faith; parish groups from the LGBTQ community; 
and individuals from family and friends who have fallen away 

from the 
Church. 

Providing a 
rare moment of  
levity during 
an otherwise 
weighty, three-
hour sharing 
session, Bishop 
Iffert echoed the middle-schoolers’ statement as a response to 
the students. 

“I would say in response to young people who think we’re 
just not listening and we just don’t get it — write down these 
words and carry it back to them — ‘We’re trying. We’re not 
against you. But the world is so much louder than we can be,’” 
he said. 

After listening to all the experiences and comments 
expressed during the meeting, Bishop Iffert said that he did 
not want to focus on any one topic, “I don’t want to pretend 
that I know all the answers … or that everything’s pre-decided 
before we engage with what we’ve heard,” but he wanted to 
share some thoughts on what he heard with the assembly. 

About the overall process he said, “We’re listening with 
our hearts and minds, and we are listening in order that our 
hearts and minds can be formed … that is a hard task because 
we are all already formed. You are formed in many ways for 

the good and we are formed in many ways 
that are not so good. That’s what this process 
is all about. It’s about listening, with our 
hearts and minds in such a way that we can 
purify our formation and let God begin to 

make us anew.” 
That formational piece — developing 

those skills and practices of  entering into 
discernment and listening for God’s word 
— is one piece that Bishop Iffert said will 
be key as this process continues. Because, 
he said, this listening process is not “one 
and done” but will be ongoing for the 
Church, the diocese, parishes, schools and 
individuals. 

“I’m not the only one who needs to 
enter into that path of  discernment,” 
Bishop Iffert said. “We all need to enter 
that path of  discernment and listening for 
God’s word. This process is not simply 
about raising opinions — we all know the 
opinions — but together with those opin-

ions, we need to listen to God … I think we have some work 
to do, to focus there, as we go forward with these processes.” 

A common concern mentioned is that parishes are losing 
members, especially young members, to large mega churches. 
Based on what he has heard, Bishop Iffert said that the prob-
lem is common in all churches — even mega churches. What 
is concerning, he said, is that those who have left for other 
Christian communities say that “they felt judged” by the 
Catholic faith community. 

“What wounded me the most is this idea of  feeling judged. 
People say that, in our company, they feel judged. That’s some-
thing that we all have to look at — from the bishop all the way 
down,” Bishop Iffert said. “What is it that we do that makes a 
person feel judged? How do we present ourselves in a way that 
doesn’t make it clear that we know that we ourselves are sin-
ners and need God’s mercy? Somehow we have to deal with 
that.” 

In response to issues expressed by the LGBTQ community, 
Bishop Iffert acknowledged that, “the Church struggles with 

Pre-Synodal meeting reveals a shared sentiment —  
‘we’re trying … but the world is louder’

(Continued on page 22)

(above left) David Cooley, co-director for the Office of  
Catechesis and Evangelization, welcomes Synod leaders to the 
Pre-Synodal Meeting, March 26, at Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium. (above right) After listening to the information 
gathered and shared by the Synod leaders, Bishop Iffert  
commented on what he heard. (left) Mary Carol Heidrich, 
parishioner, St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill, listens as Synod 
leaders talk about the listening sessions each hosted. 
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As the Church prepares for Holy 
Week and the Sacred Triduum — 
the great Three days, Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the 

Resurrection of  the Lord — the 
Messenger offers the following 
meditations and prayers for the 
Stations of  the Cross written by 

then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
(now Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI), 
for Good Friday 2005. 

In these final days of  Lent, as 

God’s people journey with Jesus on 
the path to Calvary, it is important 
to remember that Catholic litur-
gies are not simply re-enactments 

of  something that happened over 
2,000 years ago but actual partici-
pations in the events themselves 
through living faith.  STATIONS OF THE CROSSSTATIONS OF THE CROSS

FIRST STATIONFIRST STATION

Images of the mosaic stations at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington. Spaced along the ambulatories and the north and south transepts, the 14 stations of Christ’s passion and death are reproduced in mosaic art of exceptional excellence. Created in tiny porcelain ceramic tiles, the artworks reproduce the original oil paintings of Bavarian 
Redemptorist Brother Max Schmalzl. As many as 80,000 tiles are required to capture the details of expression and shading that mark each mosaic work. Crafted in Venice, Italy, the stations were installed in 1917 in triptych frames of Italian marble and brass.

Jesus is condemned to death 
Lord, you were condemned to death because fear of  

what other people may think suppressed the voice of  
conscience. So too, throughout history, the innocent 
have always been maltreated, condemned and killed. 
How many times have we ourselves preferred success 
to the truth, our reputation to justice? Strengthen the 
quiet voice of  our conscience, your own voice, in our 
lives. Look at me as you looked at Peter after his denial. 
Let your gaze penetrate our hearts and indicate the 
direction our lives must take. On the day of  Pentecost 
you stirred the hearts of  those who, on Good Friday, 
clamored for your death, and you brought them to con-
version. In this way you gave hope to all. Grant us, ever 
anew, the grace of  conversion.

SECOND STATIONSECOND STATION

Jesus takes up his Cross 
Lord, you willingly subjected yourself  to mock-

ery and scorn. Help us not to ally ourselves with 
those who look down on the weak and suffering. Help 
us to acknowledge your face in the lowly and the out-
cast. May we never lose heart when faced with the 
contempt of  this world, which ridicules our obedi-
ence to your will. You carried your own Cross and 
you ask us to follow you on this path (cf. Matthew 
10:38). Help us to take up the Cross, and not to shun it. 
May we never complain or become discouraged by 
life’s trials. Help us to follow the path of  love and, in 
submitting to its demands, to find true joy.

Jesus falls for the first time
Lord Jesus, the weight of  the cross made you fall 

to the ground. The weight of  our sin, the weight of  
our pride, brought you down. But your fall is not a 
tragedy, or mere human weakness. You came to us 
when, in our pride, we were laid low. The arrogance 
that makes us think that we ourselves can create 
human beings has turned man into a kind of  mer-
chandise, to be bought and sold, or stored to provide 
parts for experimentation. In doing this, we hope to 
conquer death by our own efforts, yet in reality we 
are profoundly debasing human dignity. Lord help 
us; we have fallen. Help us to abandon our destruc-
tive pride and, by learning from your humility, to 
rise again.

FOURTH STATIONFOURTH STATION

Jesus meets his Mother
Holy Mary, Mother of  the Lord, you remained 

faithful when the disciples fled. Just as you believed 
the angels’ incredible message — that you would 
become the Mother of  the Most High, so too you 
believed at the hour of  his greatest abasement. In 
this way, at the hour of  the Cross, at the hour of  the 
world’s darkest night, you became the Mother of  all 
believers, the Mother of  the Church. We beg you: 
teach us to believe, and grant that our faith may 
bear fruit in courageous service and be the sign of  a 
love ever ready to share suffering and to offer assis-
tance.

THIRD STATIONTHIRD STATION

EIGHTH STATIONEIGHTH STATION

Jesus meets the women of 
Jerusalem who weep for him

Lord, to the weeping women you spoke of  repen-
tance and the Day of  Judgment, when all of  us will 
stand before your face: before you, the Judge of  the 
world. You call us to leave behind the trivialization of  
evil, which salves our consciences and allows us to 
carry on as before. You show us the seriousness of  our 
responsibility, the danger of  our being found guilty 
and without excuse on the Day of  Judgment. Grant 
that we may not simply walk at your side, with nothing 
to offer other than compassionate words. Convert us 
and give us new life. Grant that in the end we will not 
be dry wood, but living branches in you, the true vine, 
bearing fruit for eternal life (cf. John 15:1-10). 

NINTH STATIONNINTH STATION

Jesus falls for the third time
Lord, your Church often seems like a boat about to 

sink, a boat taking in water on every side. In your field 
we see more weeds than wheat. The soiled garments and 
face of  your Church throw us into confusion. Yet it is we 
ourselves who have soiled them! It is we who betray you 
time and time again, after all our lofty words and grand 
gestures. Have mercy on your Church; within her too, 
Adam continues to fall. When we fall, we drag you down 
to earth, and Satan laughs, for he hopes that you will not 
be able to rise from that fall; he hopes that being dragged 
down in the fall of  your Church, you will remain pros-
trate and overpowered. But you will rise again. You 
stood up, you arose and you can also raise us up. Save 
and sanctify your Church. Save and sanctify us all.

Jesus is stripped of his garments
Lord Jesus, you were stripped of  your garments, 

exposed to shame, cast out of  society. You took upon 
yourself  the shame of  Adam, and you healed it. You 
also take upon yourself  the sufferings and the needs 
of  the poor, the outcasts of  our world. And in this 
very way you fulfill the words of  the prophets. This 
is how you bring meaning into apparent meaning-
lessness. This is how you make us realize that your 
Father holds you, us, and the whole world in his 
hands. Give us a profound respect for man at every 
stage of  his existence, and in all the situations in 
which we encounter him. Clothe us in the light of  
your grace.

ELEVENTH STATIONELEVENTH STATION

Jesus is nailed to the Cross
Lord Jesus Christ, you let yourself  be nailed to 

the Cross, accepting the terrible cruelty of  this suf-
fering, the destruction of  your body and your digni-
ty. You allowed yourself  to be nailed fast; you did not 
try to escape or to lessen your suffering. May we 
never flee from what we are called to do. Help us to 
remain faithful to you. Help us to unmask the false 
freedom which would distance us from you. Help us 
to accept your “binding” freedom, and, “bound” fast 
to you, to discover true freedom.

TENTH STATIONTENTH STATION

FIFTH STATIONFIFTH STATION

The Cyrenian helps Jesus carry the Cross
Lord, you opened the eyes and heart of  Simon of  

Cyrene, and you gave him, by his share in your 
Cross, the grace of  faith. Help us to aid our neigh-
bors in need, even when this interferes with our 
own plans and desires. Help us to realize that it is a 
grace to be able to share the cross of  others and, in 
this way, know that we are walking with you along 
the way. Help us to appreciate with joy that, when 
we share in your suffering and the sufferings of  this 
world, we become servants of  salvation and are able 
to help build up your Body, the Church.

SIXTH STATIONSIXTH STATION

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
Lord, grant us restless hearts, hearts which seek 

your face. Keep us from the blindness of  heart 
which sees only the surface of  things. Give us the 
simplicity and purity which allow us to recognize 
your presence in the world. When we are not able to 
accomplish great things, grant us the courage 
which is born of  humility and goodness. Impress 
your face on our hearts. May we encounter you 
along the way and show your image to the world.

SEVENTH STATIONSEVENTH STATION

Jesus falls for the second time 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have borne all our burdens 

and you continue to carry us. Our weight has made 
you fall. Lift us up, for by ourselves we cannot rise from 
the dust. Free us from the bonds of  lust. In place of  a 
heart of  stone, give us a heart of  flesh, a heart capable 
of  seeing. Lay low the power of  ideologies, so that all 
may see that they are a web of  lies. Do not let the wall 
of  materialism become insurmountable. Make us 
aware of  your presence. Keep us sober and vigilant, 
capable of  resisting the forces of  evil. Help us to recog-
nize the spiritual and material needs of  others, and to 
give them the help they need. Lift us up, so that we may 
lift others up. Give us hope at every moment of  dark-
ness, so that we may bring your hope to the world.

TWELFTH STATIONTWELFTH STATION

Jesus dies on the Cross
Lord Jesus Christ, at the hour of  your death the 

sun was darkened. Ever anew you are being nailed to 
the Cross. At this present hour of  history we are living 
in God’s darkness. Through your great sufferings and 
the wickedness of  men, the face of  God, your face, 
seems obscured, unrecognizable. And yet, on the 
Cross, you have revealed yourself. Precisely by being 
the one who suffers and loves, you are exalted. From 
the Cross on high you have triumphed. Help us to rec-
ognize your face at this hour of  darkness and tribula-
tion. Help us to believe in you and to follow you in our 
hour of  darkness and need. Show yourself  once more 
to the world at this hour. Reveal to us your salvation.

THIRTEENTH STATIONTHIRTEENTH STATION FOURTEENTH STATIONFOURTEENTH STATION

Jesus is taken down from the Cross 
and given to his Mother

Lord, you descended into the darkness of  death. But 
your body is placed in good hands and wrapped in a white 
shroud (Matthew 27:59). Faith has not completely died; 
the sun has not completely set. How often does it appear 
that you are asleep? How easy it is for us to step back and 
say to ourselves: “God is dead.” In the hour of  darkness, 
help us to know that you are still there. Do not abandon 
us when we are tempted to lose heart. Help us not to leave 
you alone. Give us the fidelity to withstand moments of  
confusion and a love ready to embrace you in your utter 
helplessness, like your Mother, who once more holds you 
to her breast. Help us, the poor and rich, simple and 
learned, to look beyond all our fears and prejudices, and 
to offer you our abilities, our hearts and our time, and 
thus to prepare a garden for the Resurrection.

Jesus is laid in the tomb
Lord Jesus Christ, in your burial you have taken on the 

death of  the grain of  wheat. You have become the lifeless grain 
of  wheat which produces abundant fruit for every age and for 
all eternity. From the tomb shines forth in every generation the 
promise of  the grain of  wheat which gives rise to the true 
manna, the Bread of  Life, in which you offer us your very self. 
The eternal Word, through his Incarnation and death, has 
become a Word which is close to us: you put yourself  into our 
hands and into our hearts, so that your word can grow within us 
and bear fruit. Through the death of  the grain of  wheat you give 
us yourself, so that we too can dare to lose our life in order to 
find it, so that we too can trust the promise of  the grain of  
wheat. Help us grow in love and veneration for your Eucharistic 
mystery — to make you, the Bread of  heaven, the source of  our 
life. Help us to become your “fragrance,” and to make known in 
this world the mysterious traces of  your life. Like the grain of  
wheat which rises from the earth, putting forth its stalk and 
then its ear, you could not remain enclosed in the tomb: the tomb 
is empty because he — the Father — “did not abandon you to the 
nether world, nor let your flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:31; Ps 
16:10 LXX). No, you did not see corruption. You have risen, and 
have made a place for our transfigured flesh in the very heart of  
God. Help us to rejoice in this hope and bring it joyfully to the 
world. Help us to become witnesses of  your Resurrection.



Sir Stephen Enzweiler 
Contributor 

This Good Friday, Christians around the world will gath-
er in chapels, churches, cathedrals, and basilicas to com-
memorate and remember the passion and death of  our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a day of  ritual and tradition — 
a day of  prayer and fasting, walking the Stations of  the 
Cross, going to confession, and attending Good Friday 
Services. But among these is one observance rooted deep in 
Catholic history that is sometimes overlooked. It is the 
Pontifical Good Friday Holy Land Collection, a centuries 
old tradition of  taking up alms for the needs of  poor 
Christians in the Holy Land. 

Also known as the “Collecta pro Locis Sanctis,” the 
Pontifical Good Friday Holy Land Collection is the result of  
the wishes of  Popes through the centuries to provide for the 
needs of  Christians in the Holy Land as well to maintain the 
fraternal bond that unites all Christians the world over. 

But the collection isn’t anything new. The practice of  a 
collection supporting other Christian communities is as old 
as Christianity itself. In the first century, the Apostle 
Paul initiated the collection of  money from communities he 
visited as a means of  supporting the impoverished 
Christians in Jerusalem (Cf. 2 Cor. 8:1–15). Fourth-century 
historian Eusebius also records practices among the faith-
ful of  Rome in support of  poor Christian communities in 
Greece. In the 12th century, Crusader knights famously pro-
tected pilgrims and supported the Christians in the land of  
Christ, often with funds from the sale of  their own goods 
and property. 

In 1342, Pope Clement VI entrusted the care of  these com-
munities along with all the holy sites to the Franciscans. A 
century later, in 1421, Pope Martin V permitted the estab-
lishment of  Franciscan Commissariats throughout the 
western world to appeal for the needs of  Christians and the 
holy sites. Then, on Dec. 26, 1877, Pope St. Leo XIII estab-
lished the “Collecta pro Locis Sanctis,” a permanent collec-
tion for the Holy Land Christians which the Holy See has 
supported to the present day. 

The Franciscan Custody has cared for the Holy Land 
Christians for more than 800 years and still relies heavily on 
the assistance that comes from the Good Friday Holy Land 
Collection. They have the unique responsibility for main-

taining the holy sites as 
well as caring for the 
“Living Stones,” the name 
given to Holy Land 
Christians, because their 
communities were the first 
ones established 2,000 
years ago by the Apostles 
themselves. Supporting 
this collection helps main-
tain their Christian pres-
ence and it serves to 
strengthen our bonds with 
the very land made holy by 
the life, death and resurrec-
tion of  Jesus Christ. 

But this Christian pres-
ence is in danger of  disap-
pearing in modern times. 
When Israel became a state 
in 1948, Christians made up 
roughly 24 percent of  the 
total population. Today, 
they make up less than 1.5 percent, or roughly 400,000 peo-
ple. A 2012 statistical survey published by the Latin 
Patriarchate of  Jerusalem showed that there were only 
about 130,000 Christians in Israel, 50,000 in the Palestinian 
territories and Gaza, and another 200,000 living in Jordan. 
Years of  political, socio-economic, and religious persecu-
tion by governments, religious extremist militants, and 
other groups has taken its toll, causing many Christians to 
simply leave and seek a new life elsewhere. It is sobering to 
think that if  this trend continues, the world may see a 
future where the only Christians in the Holy Land will be 
the pilgrims who visit there. 

The Equestrian Order of  the Holy Sepulchre of  
Jerusalem is an ecclesiastical Order of  the Holy See that is 
tasked to assist the Franciscan Custody and the Latin 
Patriarchate of  Jerusalem in caring for the Christians of  
the Holy Land. You may have seen them at Masses through-
out the diocese in their white and black capes with the large 
Jerusalem Cross on the shoulder. Each Lenten season, these 
local knights and dames of  the Order work with the Diocese 

of  Covington and with parishes to increase awareness of  
the Christians’ plight and to promote the Good Friday Holy 
Land Collection, an effort which has the blessing and appre-
ciation of  the Franciscan Custody and the Commissariat of  
the Holy Land in the United States. More information about 
the Pontifical Good Friday Holy Land Collection can be 
found at www.eohsjnorthcentral.org/GoodFriday. 

Our Christian brothers and sisters throughout the Holy 
Land continue to suffer amid ongoing hardships and perse-
cutions. Our contributions to the Good Friday Holy Land 
Collection continues the good work the Apostle Paul began 
in the earliest years of  our Church, uniting us in the same 
Christian bond and with the same charitable concern and 
spirit. It is truly an important work of  mercy for the univer-
sal Church. 

Please give generously this year to the Pontifical Good 
Friday Holy Land Collection. 

Sir Stephen Enzweiler is the historian for the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington and a Knight of  The 
Equestrian Order of  the Holy Sepulchre of  Jerusalem.
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Pontifical Good Friday Collection maintains ancient bonds  
with Holy Land’s ‘Living Stones’ 

Bob Piccola, CGR 
602 Taylor Ave., Bellevue KY 41073 
Ph: 859-491-8926  Fx: 859-491-9436 
www.piccolaconstruction.com



tion we will soon make, lift up to God, through his mother 
and ours, the cries of  all those who suffer. May we implore 
an end to violence and entrust the future of  our human 
family to Mary, the Queen of  Peace.” 

The service began with the praying of  the rosary. 
Bishop Iffert prayed and meditated on the Sorrowful 
Mysteries — which are typically prayed on Fridays — as 
he knelt before a statue of  Our Lady of  Fatima. The statue 
was on loan for the day from the Holy Spirit Center, 
Cincinnati. 

“We pray these mysteries today, for an increase of  faith, 
hope and charity in ourselves, in Russia and Ukraine, and 
the whole world,” Bishop Iffert said as he began the rosary. 

The meditations were not scripted but instead — inspir-
ited by the silent prayers of  the faithful — came from the 
mind and heart of  Bishop Iffert. With each passing mys-
tery, Bishop Iffert’s meditations increased in fervency as 
he entered deeper into prayer, culminating in a nearly 
completely silent reflection.  

The first Sorrowful Mystery — the agony in the garden: 
“Let us pray for an end of  horrors and entrust ourselves to 
the will of  the Father, through Mary,” said Bishop Iffert. 

The second Sorrowful Mystery — the scourging of  
Jesus: “Our lives are inundated by images of  those who 
suffer, those whose humanity is being challenged as if  
stripped away,” he prayed. 

The third Sorrowful Mystery — the crowning with 
thorns: “In our world today, we see the untruths that 
accompany war and violence, the lies that are spread every 
day, the propaganda, the untruth, the attack on reason that 
you have given us as gift. We reach out today in prayer that 
the Lord will be sovereign in our hearts and minds and in 
our nation and in our world,” Bishop Iffert prayed. 

The fourth Sorrowful Mystery — Jesus carries his 
cross. “Lord God, we live in an age of  refugees. Already so 
many people across our planet have had to flee their homes 
because of  violence for their own protection, for the pro-
tection of  their children and a hoped-for future for their 
children,” Bishop Iffert prayed. “Already those countries 
who receive refugees have been burdened with care for 
those who come to their borders. There has already been 
some hardness of  heart towards our refugee brothers and 
sisters. We now see millions of  refugees from Ukraine car-
rying the few possessions they still have on their backs, 
carrying their children for whom they are filled with anx-
iety, walking toward a future they do not know. We pray, 
Lord, for the strength to carry our cross and to help our 
neighbors who are so heavily burdened.” 

The fifth Sorrowful Mystery — the crucifixion: After a 
long pause for silent reflection Bishop Iffert prayed, “The 
moment of  your most horrible death, the moment of  your 
great glory, the instrument of  our salvation.” 

After the rosary, the entire congregation continued in 
silent, fervent prayer as Bishop Iffert prayed the consecra-
tion that was provided by Rome.  “Let us pause in silence. 
Let us orient ourselves now as we prepare to offer the Act 
of  Consecration, prepare to offer yourself, prepare to offer 
your family, prepare to offer our community, prepare to 
consecrate to Mary’s protection our diocesan Church, our 
state, the commonwealth, our nation and in a special way 
Russia and its people, Ukraine and its people, the whole 
world and its craven addiction to violence,” he said. “The 
entire Church we join in that prayer as we anticipate that 
great act of  consecration that will be carried out by the 
Successor of  Peter.” 

At the moment of  consecration Bishop Iffert prayed, 
“Mother of  God and our mother … accept this act that we 
carry out with confidence and love. Grant that war may end, 
and peace spread throughout the world. The “Fiat” that 
arose from your heart opened the doors of  history to the 
Prince of  Peace. We trust that, through your heart, peace 
will dawn once more. To you we consecrate the future of  the 
whole human family, the needs and expectations of  every 
people, the anxieties and hopes of  the world.” 

The hour-long service ended with the final 15 minutes 
devoted to adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament. 

Links to the Diocese of  Covington’s worship aid of  the 
“Consecration of  Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate 
Heart of  Mary,” which includes information on Our Lady of  
Fatima and Mary’s five “asks,” and a link to the recorded 
consecration are available online at www.covdio.org.
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Prayers for peace  
(Continued from page 1)

Keener photos

(top) The consecration ended with adoration and benediction as Bishop Iffert incenses the Blessed Sacrament.  

(above left and below) Over 600 people were in attendance and with multiple generations represented. 

(above center from left) Dame Patricia Enzweiler and Sir Stephen Enzweiler carry vigil candles to the statue of  
Our Lady of  Fatima. The statue was on loan for the day from The Holy Spirit Center, Norwood.  

(above right) Bishop Roger Foys attended in choir.
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Sister Mary Thomas (Mary 
Philomena) Harvey, C.D.P. died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home, 
Melbourne, Ky., on March 29, 2022. 
She was a professed member of  the 
Congregation of  Divine Providence 
for 67 years. Born Mary Philomena 
in County Clare, Ireland in 1935 to 
Thomas and Mary (O’Neill) Harvey, 
at 15 she came to the United States 
with a group of  16 young women, all 
of  whom entered the convent the 
next day. Sister Mary Thomas pro-
fessed her first vows in 1954 and her 
final vows five years later. During 
the interim, she became a naturalized citizen of  the United 
States. 

Sent as a postulant to St. Joan of  Arc School in 
Wheeling, West Virginia, after profession Sister Mary 
Thomas began a teaching ministry that would span the 
next 44 years and bring her to seven Catholic elementary 
schools in Kentucky, including: Christ the King, Lexington 
(1954–1959, 1969–1973); St. Bernard, Dayton (1959–1966, a 

term broken by a six–month assignment to St. 
Patrick, Mt. Sterling, and from 1987–1996); St. 
Cecilia, Independence (1973–1980); St. Joseph, Camp 
Springs (1997–1998); and St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas 
(1966–1969), where she later served as principal 
(1980–1987). From 1998 until retiring to Holy Family 
Home in 2011 to take up ministries of  service to the 
community and prayer, Sister taught at St. Mark 
School in Richmond, Ky. In the midst of  these min-
istries, she also managed to earn two degrees, tak-
ing her A.B. from Villa Madonna College (1967) and 
an M.Ed. from Xavier University (1978). 

A deeply spiritual woman, she loved Irish and 
liturgical dancing and brought joy and smiles wher-
ever she went. She will be greatly missed by her 
religious community, the Sisters of  Divine 
Providence; her beloved brothers PJ of  New Hyde 
Park, N.Y. and Tommy (Trisha) of  Clontarf, Dublin, 

Ireland; nieces and nephews; and many friends. Her dear 
brothers Gerald and Michael preceded her in death. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial was celebrated in the 
Immaculate Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home, 
Melbourne, April 1. Burial was in the convent cemetery fol-
lowing Mass. 

Memorials suggested to the Congregation of  Divine 
Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, Ky., 41059.

Obituary

Sister Mary Thomas 
Harvey, C.D.P.

Sister Mary Karen Bahlmann, 
C.D.P. died peacefully at Holy 
Family Home, Melbourne, Ky., 
March 23, 2022. She was a professed 
member of  the Congregation of  
Divine Providence for 61 years. Born 
Catherine Ann in Buffalo, New York 
in 1940 to Jerome George and 
Catherine Elizabeth Bahlmann, she 
entered the convent at the age of  18 
and made her first profession of  
vows in 1960. She professed final 
vows in 1965. 

In 1960, Sister Mary Karen began 
a 17-year-long teaching ministry that 
saw her serve at five elementary schools in Kentucky, 
including: St. Agatha, Winchester; St. Ann, Covington; 
Immaculate Heart of  Mary, Burlington; St. Bernard, 
Dayton; and St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas. She also taught at Our 
Lady of  Sorrows School in Takoma Park, Md., and for six 
years at St. Michael School in Ripley, Ohio. In 1977, Sister 
Mary Karen moved into administration and for the next 
nine years served Holy Family School in Ashland, Ky., as 
principal. After taking her second master’s degree from the 

University of  Dayton, Ohio, she began ministry as 
principal for St. Thomas School at her beloved 
home parish in Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

She then heard divine providence call her to the 
Diocese of  Lafayette, Ind., where she ministered as 
its Assistant Superintendent of  Schools from 2000–
2003. In the years to follow, she served as principal 
for three Indiana schools: St. Bernard in 
Crawfordsville (2008–2009); Sacred Heart in 
Jeffersonville (2003–2008); and Christ the King in 
Evansville (2009–2011). Sister Mary Karen then 
returned to Kentucky, closing out her ministry in 
education at Sts. Peter and Paul School in 
Lexington. The increasing effects of  Alzheimer’s 
prompted her retirement in 2015 to Holy Family 
Home in Melbourne, Ky. 

She will be missed by her religious community, 
the Sisters of  Divine Providence; her beloved broth-

er Jerry of  New Albany, Ohio; brother-in-law George Eten 
of  Union, Ky.; cousins; and many friends. Her dear sister 
Judie Eten preceded her in death. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial was celebrated in 
Immaculate Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home, 
Melbourne on March 26. Burial in the convent cemetery fol-
lowed Mass. Memorials suggested to the Congregation of  
Divine Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY 
41059.

Obituary

Sister Mary Karen 
Bahlmann, C.D.P.

“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction” 

859-441-4400 
www.dupontplumbinginc.com 

2606 Alexandria Pike 
Southgate  KY  41071

50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.  
and greater Cincinnati

Father Rick Bolte, the people of  St. Timothy Parish, and the 
St. Timothy School community in breaking ground for their 
new addition. In our Catholic schools, children receive more 
than a first-rate education. They are introduced to Jesus 
Christ and his Gospel. They are encouraged to develop holy 
habits that will support faith throughout their lives. They 
have the opportunity to learn the way of  virtue and to grow 
into virtuous citizens, learning to love and serve their 
neighbors. 

“This groundbreaking is made possible by many who 
have received these gifts through Catholic education. Others 
recognize the value of  such gifts for our times and have 
given sacrificially to this project. Thank you to all who are 
helping to extend the holy mission of  the Church here at St. 
Timothy Parish and St. Timothy School. May your gifts 
break new ground in the effort to form scholars, citizens, 
and saints.” 

“Across the whole country most Catholic schools are clos-
ing, so it’s very rare to be opening a Catholic school,” said 
Kendra McGuire, Superintendent of  Schools for the Diocese 
of  Covington. “St. Timothy School filtered from its pre-
school program and grew almost exponentially, which is 
almost unheard of  today. It’s very exciting to see their school 
grow and almost within five years…need to basically double 
in size; it is very exciting to see that growth.” 

Mrs. McGuire said Mrs. Geers has done a great job lead-
ing St. Timothy School over the last five years. 

“She (Mrs. Geers) does a fantastic job and the school, 
under her leadership, has really thrived … Her heart and 
soul is in it, she loves the community and it is great to see 
what they have been able to do,” Mrs. McGuire said. 

This roughly $6.4 million expansion project is being com-
pleted by Ashley Builders Inc. and Elevar Design Group. 
The Thunder Builders Project would not be possible with-
out all the support and contributions from the St. Timothy 
community. 

“I am just so appreciative of  everyone’s generosity and 
prayers during this capital campaign, and I can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for St. Timothy Catholic School and 
for its staff, students and families,” Mrs. Geers said.

St. Timothy School 
(Continued from page 23)
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SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the 
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very 
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it 
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your 
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen.  B.W.

NOVENA

PRINCIPAL 
St. Edward School (www.stedwardky.org) in 
Cynthiana, KY is conducting a search for a new  
principal for the 2022-23 school year. St. Edward is  
a traditionally-graded school program educating 
students from kindergarten through grade 5. The 
school is fully accredited, and it is certified by the 
state of Kentucky. Candidates must be practicing 
Roman Catholics in good standing with the Church. 
To begin the application process send a letter of 
interest along with a comprehensive resume,  
including compensation history, and at least five  
references with contact email addresses by email  
or fax to Stephen Koplyay, skoplyay@covdio.org.  
fax 859-392-1589.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES  
St. Cecilia School, A National Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence in Independence, Kentucky, is seeking 
a Full Time Social Studies Teacher for grades 6-8 to 
join our collaborative focused Middle School staff 
for the 2022-2023 school year.  Interested candidates 
should send a cover letter, resume, and  
references to Principal Jeanetta Kathman at  
jkathman@stcindependence.org. Fax 859-392-1589.

MUSIC TEACHER 
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic School, located in 
Independence, has an opening for a highly quali-
fied, part-time general music teacher for grades K-8 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 
We are searching for an energetic and experienced, 
Christ-centered professional with concrete profes-
sional and interpersonal skills who will join the St. 
Cecilia team in our mission to provide a high quality 
Catholic education for our students. In addition to 
classroom teaching, the successful candidate will: 
     • Organize and direct concerts twice per year 

(advent & spring) 
     • Develop a school choir 
     • Assist with the school’s drama production 
Experience leading music for the Catholic Mass or 
familiarity with sacred music is preferred. 
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and 
resume with references to Jeanetta Kathman, 
Principal at jkathman@stcindependence.org.

Northern Kentucky Funeral Home 
Looking for part time funeral assistants.  
Help with moving flowers, working door  
for services, and help on funeral services.  

Call Dave at 341-7800



his books by the Church, and the great scientist’s virtual 
imprisonment at the behest of  the pope, is taken as the 
dark paradigm of  the Church/science relationship. 
Obviously, the Galileo episode was hardly the Church’s 
finest moment, and in point of  fact, John Paul II, express-
ing real contrition, explicitly apologized for it. But to use 
it as the lens for viewing the play between faith and sci-
ence is crucially inadequate. 

There have been, from the earliest days of  the modern 
sciences, thousands of  deeply religious people involved 
in scientific research and investigation. To name just a 
handful: Copernicus, revolutionary cosmologist and a 
third order Dominican; Nicholas Steno, the father of  
geology and a bishop of  the Church; Louis Pasteur, one of  
the founders of  microbiology and a devout Catholic lay-
man; Gregor Mendel, the father of  modern genetics and 
an Augustinian friar; Georges Lemaître, formulator of  
the Big Bang theory of  cosmic origins and a Catholic 
priest; Mary Kenneth Keller, the first woman in the 
United States to receive a doctorate in computer science 
and a Catholic religious sister. I believe it is fair to say 
that all of  these figures understood the fundamental 
points that I have laid out in this article and therefore 
saw that they could be utterly devoted to both their sci-
ence and their faith. 

In conclusion, I might especially urge Catholic scien-
tists today — researchers, physicians, physicists, 
astronomers, chemists, etc. — to talk to young people 
about this issue. Tell them why the supposed warfare 
between religion and science is in fact a delusion, and 
even more importantly, show them how you have recon-
ciled them in your own life. We simply cannot allow this 
silly justification for disaffiliation to stand. 

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of  the 
Archdiocese of  Los Angeles. Article originally published at 
WordOnFire.org.
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your load. Remove from yourself  those unnecessary 
things we hang on to in the physical world. Lighten your 
burdens. We often take on extra worldly tasks. Those we 
believe are our responsibility, when in truth, our greatest 
responsibility is to our soul. Lighten your world, allow 
your soul room (and time!) to grow. Make space for prayer 
and service of  others, not just ourselves.  

God has given us access to the ultimate reward — eter-
nity with him. We believe that he understands our 
human condition, and that — even though flawed — with 

his mercy we will be welcomed in. French Catholic novel-
ist Leon Bloy wrote, “The only real sadness, the only real 
failure, the only great tragedy in life, is not to become a 
saint.” Neither having a building named after you, nor 
early retirement in Florida can change that. Sainthood is 
the only true success.  

Seeking Sainthood? Follow the three “BEs:” 

BE your best — Remember, you don’t have to be per-
fect, you are human. Just keep trying. 

BE the light — Dispel darkness for others. Remove or 
reduce your “things” and tasks. 

BElieve — Believe in the Lord and his loving mercy. 
Julie Feinauer is director for the Safe Environment 

Office, Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront 
Condominium Rentals 
1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort 
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or 
text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.  
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

Tragic nonsense 
(Continued from page 4)

True success  
(Continued from page 5)



20  April 8, 2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Messenger

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner   • Hot Water Heat Systems       

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

Call Kim at the Messenger 
to place your ad in the 
SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1500

ENTERTAINMENT

“Deep Water” (Hulu) Serial adultery leads to murder 
in this overheated psychological drama from Director 
Adrian Lyne. Under an outwardly calm manner, a wealthy 
tech whiz fumes with rage at his wife’s infidelities. But is 
he responsible for the disappearance of  one of  her lovers? 
An interesting central relationship and some good acting 

are counterbal-
anced by tawdry 
bedroom scenes in 
an edgy adaptation 
of  Patricia 
Highsmith’s 1957 
novel that many 
will find offensive. 

Criminal violence with brief  gore, strong sexual content, 
including graphic marital lovemaking, adulterous and 
aberrant acts and nudity, drug use, about a half-dozen pro-
fanities, a couple of  milder oaths, pervasive rough and 
some crude language. CNS: L; MPAA: R. 

 
“The Lost City” (Paramount) Crowd-pleasing blend of  

action, comedy and love story in which a widowed 
romance novelist is kidnapped by a crazed billionaire who 

believes her latest book, based in part on research she did 
years earlier with her archaeologist husband, holds the 
key to finding a fabulous treasure buried on a tiny tropical 
island. Despite having none of  the skills needed to do so, 
her cover model, who has long carried a secret torch for 
her, promptly sets off  to rescue the scribe. As directed and 
co-written by brothers Aaron and Adam Nee, the travails of  
the central pair as they run through the jungle trying to 
evade the abductor’s minions certainly provide some 
amusing moments, and a cameo appearance by Brad Pitt 
in the role of  a seemingly invincible Navy SEAL is nothing 
short of  hilarious. But a couple of  sequences, one of  shock-
ing mayhem and another in which a character strips down 
in a nonsexual context, make this doubtful fare even for 
mature teens. Brief  harsh violence with graphic gore, 
shots of  rear male nudity played for laughs, other sexual 
and scatological jokes, a couple of  uses of  profanity, several 
milder oaths, occasional crude and crass language. CNS: A-
III; MPAA: PG-13. 

 
“X” (A24) Twisted horror tale, set in 1979, in which the 

cast and crew of  a pornographic movie rent a disused 
boarding house on the remote property of  an elderly cou-
ple to use as their set. But the behavior of  their hosts 
morphs from merely creepy to psychotic. Scenes of  obscen-
ity give way to horrendous bloodletting in writer-director 
Ti West’s noisome flick, which also portrays Evangelical 
Christianity as the inspiration for murderous hate. 
Extreme bloody violence, excessive sexual content, includ-
ing graphic activity and full nudity, blasphemy, drug use, a 
few uses of  profanity, a couple of  milder oaths, consider-
able rough and crude language. CNS: O; MPAA: R. 

 
“Morbius” (Columbia) Jared Leto stars in this drab 

Marvel Comics-based adventure, directed by Daniel 

Espinosa. He plays the gifted physician of  the title who, in 
attempting to cure the blood disease from which he has suf-
fered since childhood, partially succeeds but with the 
rather alarming side effect that he frequently transforms 
into a rampaging vampire. His double-edged breakthrough 
has implications both for his lifelong best friend, who is 
afflicted with the same illness, and his closest collaborator 
and potential love interest. Debates in the dialogue about 
whether the superpowers the doctor gains along with his 
thirst for plasma are a gift or a curse are secondary to the 
depiction of  his ability to zoom around and wreak destruc-
tion. The combination makes for a grinding experience. 
Possibly acceptable for older teens. Mostly stylized vio-
lence with some gore, a scene of  torture, brief  irreverence, 
at least one rough term, about a half-dozen crude expres-
sions, fleeting crass language. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13. 

 
“Windfall” (Netflix) Character-driven thriller about the 

hostage situation that develops after a tech tycoon and his 
wife pay a spur-of-the-moment visit to their lavish country 
house only to find it occupied by an armed intruder. As the 
trio waits for the ransom money the mogul eventually 
agrees to pay to arrive, class conflicts emerge. So, too, does 
marital friction. Working from a script by Justin Lader and 
Andrew Kevin Walker, director Charlie McDowell serves 
up a thinking person’s suspense drama that, while it lags 
somewhat in the middle, reaches a startling conclusion. 
Although the depiction of  criminal mayhem is mostly 
restrained, there are a few disturbing moments to be 
endured and tension leads to much nervous swearing. A 
gruesome death, other brief  but intense violence with 
gore, a few profanities, a couple of  milder oaths, pervasive 
rough language, a handful of  crude terms. CNS: A-III; 
MPAA: R.

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and 

click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS)  

classifications are: 

•  A-I — general patronage;  

•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  

•  A-III — adults;  

•  L — limited adult audience; 

•  O — morally offensive.



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                             April 8, 2022, 2019   21 

grosserco.com

Call Kim at the Messenger  
for information on placing your ad 
in the Spring Home Improvement 

Advertisements.  
(859) 392-1500



challenges and questions with how do we do this safely.” 
Mrs. Doepker made a point that navigating the chal-

lenges of  technology as family is unique to today’s genera-
tion. Grandparents and parents often don’t understand, cer-
tainly haven’t had much experience, with raising a child 
during a time when technology has dominated so much of  
family life. Finding sage advice can be a challenge for par-
ents. 

“It’s kind of  unprecedented for parents. We don’t have 
our parents and our grandparents to look to for advice on 
how to navigate all of  this because it’s so new and it’s hap-
pening so quick,” said Mrs. Doepker. “Maybe we need to 
slow down a bit.” 

As a clinical social worker, Mrs. Doepker said that she 
sees “many signs of  addiction in children related to screen 
use. “A lot of  adults, even myself  at times, struggle to put 
down the phone and to quit going through news feeds.” This 
shared “addiction” can make it difficult for parents to rec-
ognize the effect it is having on their family and to take a 
step back. 

“I feel like we’re kind of  all in this new world of  parent-
ing in the age of  technology,” Mrs. Doepker said. “I was 
excited to know there’s help out there for us.” 

Another St. Paul School parent that took the Tech Free 
Challenge is Lisa Ryle. The Ryle household not only 
includes an elementary-school-aged child, but also two col-
lege-aged siblings. When the COVID pandemic hit, the older 
siblings found themselves back in the family household 
learning remotely and also subjects to the Tech Free 
Challenge. 

The Ryles decided to set a curfew, with Mr. Ryle giving a 
30 minute warning before he would shut down the WIFI 
connection. 

“It was funny because that first night they didn’t believe 
it and obviously were angry when it shut down in the mid-
dle of  something,” said Mrs. Ryle. 

What she noticed is that not having unlimited access to 
the internet compelled everyone to practice better time 
management. No more procrastinating, not even for the 
daughter working on her master’s degree. 

“It helped with task initiation and all those executive 
functioning skills that have been impeded by the amount of  
technology being used,” Mrs. Ryle said. 

Another observation Mrs. Ryle made was that, even 
though COVID brought the family together under one roof, 
having unlimited access to technology actually drew the 
family apart, with each member retreating to his or her own 
room or immersing into their own device. By limiting 
access to the internet, they found themselves enjoying time 
together. 

“Even if  we weren’t doing anything specific, just being 
together has its own reward,” she said. 

Annie Havens, a parent at St. Pius X School, Edgewood, 
said that her two sons “loved Tech-Free Tuesdays in the 
classroom,” because they enjoyed interacting more with 
teachers and classmates. 

At home, the Havens embraced the idea of  taking short 
tech breaks. “My husband and I will randomly declare 30 
minutes or an hour as ‘tech-free time’ and encourage the 
children to go outside — usually with one of  us — to toss a 
football, shoot hoops, or ride bikes,” said Mrs. Havens. 
“Indoors, we’ll grab a puzzle off  the shelf, ask the kids to 
help make something in the kitchen, or even do a board 
game together. Its’s definitely easier to set down the technol-
ogy when we have a fun activity or project to do together 
instead.” 

Mary Ann Kelly, a parent at Notre Dame Academy, said 
she was happy to learn that the schools were placing impor-
tance on addressing the topic. And while she did learn some 
things, “I feel like I need to take a computer class to under-
stand it all fully,” she said. 

Mrs. Kelly was particularly interested in learning more 
about the hidden dangers of  apps and how to better protect 
her teen while on the internet. She discovered that the best 
protection is not found in technology but in relationship. 

“For us, it brought home the fact that these devices are a 
privilege, not a right, and activity should always be moni-
tored,” Mrs. Kelly said. “It helped for me to have my daugh-
ter show me how the apps work. We also realized that hav-
ing unlimited time with any of  the devices while alone in 
one’s room is a bad idea for lots of  reasons. What stands out 
most to me is that, while society has changed drastically 
due to phones and comput-
ers, the teenage brain 
hasn’t. We need to look out 
for the overall health of  our 
children and teens — even 
when it means making very 
unpopular decisions.” 
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how to respond to this,” as he reviewed, at some length, 
Church teaching on homosexuality. 

The fundamental insight of  the Church, Bishop Iffert said, 
is that before any other identity — first and foremost — we 
are children of  God. “And children of  God must always be 
respected and received. This is the fundamental truth of  our 
faith.” 

To anyone who at any time finds themselves at odds with 
any Church teaching or with another person or group, 
Bishop Iffert offered a “virtue that is not natural to us” — 
meekness. 

“Take the time to study, to learn the arguments … hit 
pause, pull back the outrage … practice the virtue of  meek-
ness,” he said. 

St. Thomas Aquinas taught that “meekness is that partic-
ular expression of  courage that, when you’re confronted with 
what seems to be an injustice, allows you to continue to oper-
ate from your highest faculties rather than descend into your 
lowest and most reactive,” Bishop Iffert said. “Boy does our 
society need meekness.” 

During the morning discussion, many identified three 
qualities important for evangelization — that parishes and 
parishioners reach out to others and be inviting, for its mem-
bers to engage in conversation and to work on building rela-
tionships. 

“The conversation about invitation, conversation, rela-
tionship — I want to affirm that with every pastoral bone in 
my body. That is the bread and butter of  the life of  the 
Church,” Bishop Iffert said. “I think some strategies that we 
are slow to learn and to use — small groups, retreats, service 
projects — these are strategies that we just have to use over 
and over and over again, because they work. And they help us 
get to know folks in the Church in a way that is so powerful.” 

Bishop Iffert ended with words of  gratitude and encour-
agement. “I ask you to carry it back to your parishes and to 
keep it going.”

Pre-Synodal meeting 
(Continued from page 10)
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St. Timothy Parish, Union, held its official groundbreak-
ing for the school’s gymnasium and classroom expansion 
project, April 1, and this was not an April Fools joke. Before 
the groundbreaking, Bishop John Iffert celebrated Mass 
attended by parishioners, benefactors, supporters, students, 
school faculty, diocesan staff  and project managers. 

After Mass, the assem-
bly gathered for prayers 
and the blessing of  the 
grounds before the ceremo-
nial first groundbreaking 
scoop. 

The Thunder Builders 
Project at St. Timothy 
includes an expansion of  
10 classrooms, a gymnasi-
um and stage. A capital 
campaign to raise the 
funds needed for this proj-
ect began last February; 
Debra Geers, principal, 
and Father Richard Bolte, 
pastor, led the campaign 
over the course of  last year. 

“It’s been a lot of  work, 
fruitful, but a lot of  work,” 
said Mrs. Geers. “We are 
super excited; we have 
grown really fast, and it 
will be great for our stu-
dents and families … We 
have tried to really make 
this an event for our 
parishioners, families and 
students. The students are 
at the center and heart of  

everything that we do.” 
Because the students are the center and heart of  this 

project, every student was given at tiny shovel to take their 
turn digging a ceremonial scoop at the groundbreaking cer-
emony. 

“That way the students are able to dig into the ground 
with the bishop as he digs the first hole at our groundbreak-
ing ceremony, because we feel it is important for the kids to 

have a part in this,” Mrs. Geers said. 
St. Timothy has only been open for five years, but the stu-

dent body quickly grew, expanding from the pre-school up to 
each grade level. The school is now pre-school to eighth 
grade and this expansion is greatly needed. 

“All of  our extra rooms are full, we have classes in our 
STREAM room, in our art and music room, science lab, we 
even had teachers eating in the hallway at one point,” said 

Father Bolte. 
Father Bolte emphasized 

the importance of  the gymna-
sium with this expansion, 
since it will provide PE and 
recess when the weather is not 
cooperating. Currently stu-
dents have no way of  getting 
their exercise anywhere 
besides the space next to their 
desk when they can’t go out-
doors. 

“It’s been exciting to see the 
school growing … I’m out 
there greeting the students 
every morning as they come to 
school and for me, at my age, 
they are like my grandkids. 
Some give me hugs, some are 
too sleepy to even know I’m 
there, but it’s just fun and we 
have really tried to make our 
school accommodating for all 
children,” Father Bolte said. 

Bishop Iffert, who celebrat-
ed the Mass and led the 
groundbreaking blessing cere-
mony, said, “It’s a joy to join 

The Thunder Builders: St. Timothy School expansion

(Continued on page 17)

Father Rick Bolte, pastor at St. Timothy Parish, 
Union, prepares all those in attendance for the 
blessing of  the grounds. 

(above left) Students take turns digging their groundbreaking scoop, each student was given a shovel for the groundbreaking. (above right) (right to left) Kendra 
McGuire, Superintendent of  schools, Bishop John Iffert, Father Rick Bolte, Don Knochelmann and Debra Geers take their shovel scoops at the groundbreaking ceremony.    

Bishop John Iffert blesses the ground for the ‘Thunder Builders’ school expansion 
project. (from left to right) Debra Geers, St. Timothy principal, Don Knochelmann, 
Diocese of  Covington Director of  Buildings and Properties, Father Rick Bolte, and 
Father Britton Hennessey.   
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Marnie McAllister 
Catholic News Service 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Nearly 3,000 people of  the 
Archdiocese of  Louisville, including hundreds of  clergy 
and religious, welcomed their new shepherd, Archbishop 
Shelton J. Fabre, as he became the 10th bishop and fifth 
archbishop to lead the historic region of  central Kentucky 
March 30. 

Archbishop Fabre, the 
first Black prelate to head 
the archdiocese, succeeds 
now-retired Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz, 75, who 
served as archbishop of  
Louisville from 2007 until 
February, when Pope 
Francis accepted his resig-
nation and named then-
Bishop Fabre his succes-
sor. 

 The Mass of  installa-
tion, celebrated at the 
Kentucky International 
Convention Center in 
downtown Louisville, 
began with a reading of  
the apostolic mandate by 
the papal nuncio, 
Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre. 

The nuncio, akin to an 
ambassador, brought 
laughter to the ceremony 
by noting the difficulty of  
pronouncing “Louisville” 
correctly, along with other 
areas where Archbishop 
Fabre has served — New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, 
Houma-Thibodaux, all of  
which are in Louisiana. 

More seriously, he told 
the congregation and those watching the livestream, “A 
new era begins.” 

He offered gratitude for the service of  Archbishop 
Kurtz, for his time as bishop of  Knoxville, Tenn., his serv-
ice in the Archdiocese of  Louisville and as a national 
leader in the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops, includ-
ing as conference president 2013–2016. 

“Thank you for decades of  dedicated service,” 
Archbishop Pierre told him. 

To Archbishop Fabre, he said, “You have big shoes to 
fill.” 

He encouraged the new archbishop to be close to the 
people of  God and went on to quote part of  Pope Francis’ 
opening speech from the International Conference on the 
Priesthood Feb. 17. 

“Closeness to the people of  God, a closeness that, 
enriched by those other forms of  closeness, invites and 
indeed demands that we imitate the Lord’s own ‘style,’” the 

nuncio quoted. 
“That style is one of  closeness, compassion and tender-

ness, in which we act not as judges, but as good Samaritans 
who acknowledge the wounds of  our people, their silent 
sufferings, the self-denial and sacrifices made by so many 
fathers and mothers to support their families, who 
acknowledge, too, the effects of  violence, corruption and 
indifference that, in their wake, seek to stifle all hope,” 
Archbishop Pierre continued, still quoting the pope. 

“A style of  closeness that allows us to pour balm upon 
wounds and to proclaim a year of  favor from the Lord. It is 

imperative to remember that the people of  God are hoping 
to find shepherds in the style of  Jesus.” 

Archbishop Pierre concluded by invoking the interces-
sion of  St. Joseph and Mary. 

      Following his speech, the nuncio presented the man-
date to Archbishop Fabre, who showed it to the priests, 
bishops and cardinals on the platform that served as the 

sanctuary and then 
stepped down into the 
congregation to share it 
with the assembly. 

His formal installation 
concluded as Archbishop 
Kurtz and the nuncio 
guided him to the bish-
op’s chair — the cathedra 
— where he received his 
crosier, a staff  of  polished 
wood. 

During his homily, 
Archbishop Fabre picked 
up the nuncio’s joke and 
pronounced Louisville as 
“Lou-ah-vul” with a 
laugh, saying, “I prac-
ticed and I got it! ... May 
all problems be so easily 
solved.” 

He went on to high-
light a theme he also 
underscored the night 
before at vespers: unity in 
Jesus Christ. 

He asked the congre-
gation to keep “our eyes 
focused on him; focused 
on the things that unite 
us instead of  the things 
that divide us.” 

He was answered with 
applause. 

He added that the 
Archdiocese of  Louisville is “rich in cultural diversity” 
and asked that people stand together “because we are in 
this together.” 

His message was reflected in the day’s prayer and 
music, which spanned cultures, languages and time peri-
ods. Languages included were Vietnamese, French Creole, 
Tagalog, Korean, German, Malayalam (a language spoken 
in southwestern India), Swahili and Spanish. 

      Following Mass, hundreds of  people lined up to wel-
come the new archbishop. He received well-wishers for 
about two hours in the lobby of  the convention center.

Nearly 3,000 faithful welcome new shepherd of Louisville Archdiocese

CNS photo/Marnie McAllister, The Record 

Archbishop Shelton J. Fabre of  Louisville, Ky., gives the final blessing during his installation Mass at the Kentucky 
International Convention Center March 30, 2022.


