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Alleluia! He is risen!
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Messenger staff wishes its readers
and their families a joyous and
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April 2022
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Risen Lord,
It is the most joyful message we can hear. The Lord Jesus is risen from the dead!
It is true! He is risen! Let us rejoice and be glad.
This Easter Sunday morning we will read in our churches the story of the
Resurrection from the Gospel of John (20:1-9). First Mary Magdalene, then Peter,
then the “other disciple” journey to the tomb to find the stone rolled away, the burial clothes
rolled up and placed neatly to the side, the body of Jesus missing. The Scriptures tell us that the
other disciple saw and believed. That’s where this Easter morning’s Gospel ends, with the disciple’s
budding faith.
A person might long for the Gospel story to continue. You might want to hear the stories of
Jesus’ resurrection appearances to Mary Magdalene and the disciples. On Easter Sunday, however,
the Church in her wisdom pauses and invites us to wait a moment in the empty tomb. It is a
moment full of promise. It is full of potential. Our hearts long with the disciple and his nascent
faith and the evangelist’s narration makes it clear that these folks who love Jesus are still just
beginning to understand the meaning of the Scriptures, that he had to rise from the dead.
This story is like that moment in a romantic comedy when one of the main characters realizes
that she actually loves the fellow she thought was a friend or adversary. You know the moment.
A heart is suddenly opened where it was once closed. There is a dawning realization that the
protagonist has been blind. There is suddenly a new way of seeing and understanding all of the
tension that has proceeded. The drama in the situation now becomes the trepidation that one
might be too late, and the felt need to find and confess one’s love. The moment is full of power,
potential, and hope for the future.
Easter is a love story! The one your heart longs for loved you first and to the fullest. The
glorious cross announces that God loves you so much He willingly died for you. The empty tomb
announces that no power on earth — not sin, not death — can keep the one who loves you from
coming to your restless heart. LOVE will never abandon you. Your life can never be loveless. The
one who loves you first and most has conquered the grave so that no trap can hold you or keep
you from his love.
At Easter, God finally reveals His glory: He takes away the last veil and astonishes us as never
before. We discover, in fact, that God’s glory is all love: pure love, mad and unthinkable, beyond
every limit and measure … True glory is the glory of love, because it is the only one that gives life
to the world. (Pope Francis, Angelus, April 2019)
Easter is a love story. In the Resurrection, the one who loves us comes bounding toward us to take
us by the hand.
In Orthodox Christian iconography, I am told, the resurrected Jesus is never depicted alone. He is
always depicted taking someone by the hand. With that strong hand, he is pictured lifting a saint
from the grave or drawing a sinner to safety. The one whose strength rolled away the stone, now
lends us his strong presence and assistance.
So as we pray this Easter season, let us imagine our hands in the hand of the Risen Christ. Cling
to Him. Hold on to the hand that has reached out to save you. Never let go. He lifts us to himself.
His love is our strength and our salvation.
Easter is a love story. This Easter, my first in the Diocese of Covington, I am very aware God has
shown his love to me by taking me by the hand and leading me here to you. On this
Easter Day — the great Feast of Unconquerable Love — let us love one another and In all things,
give thanks!
Yours in the Love of the Risen Lord,

+John Iffert
Bishop of Covington
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PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday:‘Nobody
took Jesus’ life,
He gave it to us’
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

Palm Sunday recounts Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem on a
donkey, told in a prophecy from the Old Testament in Isaiah
and Zechariah. Palm Sunday Mass, celebrated by Bishop
John Iffert, was held April 10 at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington.
In his homily, Bishop Iffert spoke about the sacrifice
Jesus made for us on the cross and explained what is recognized with the blessing of the palms.
“We begin with the blessing of the palms and celebration of that grand procession of entry where the crowds
revered Jesus as the ascended King who is coming to the
Holy Spirit to celebrate the holidays with them and their
hopes in Him … we begin with that celebration, waving
palm branches hailing the King,” Bishop Iffert said.
Bishop Iffert said we exclaim Christ as King praising
him, “Hosanna in the highest,” and we enter into the Holy
Church, this sanctuary, and immediately switch gears in the
most radical way possible, proclaiming the passion of the
Lord Jesus Christ, his betrayal, trial, crucifixion and death.
Bishop Iffert continued by saying the words said at Mass
during the consecration is Jesus laying down his life for us.
“Nobody took Jesus’ life, he gives it to us, as a gift … The
very last moment of the passion, when Jesus offers himself
into the loving arms of the Father, he does not pass out and
die; there is nothing passive about the death of the Lord.
Jesus cried out, ‘Father into your hands I commend my

Ziegler photos

Spirit’ … He emptied himself taking pure form,
embracing death on the cross … That is the first
thing we learn today from the Passion; Jesus loves.
He loves the Father and He loves us, and in perfect
trust he gives his life’s love for the Father’s will and
for love,” Bishop Iffert said.
Jesus willingly gives his life for those who carried out his murder.
(above left) Palms were prayed over and blessed at the beginning
“Dare we think that the one who laid down his
of mass, as is tradition for the Palm Sunday Mass.
life for his enemies, would not continue to pour out
(above right) Bishop John Iffert and the pontifical servers
his grace for our loved ones, even if they make
process in for the Palm Sunday Mass, preparing for the
themselves enemies of Christ … At any time in our
blessing of the palms.
life we can choose to accept the love and goodness of
grace from Jesus, even in the last moment of life,”
those who have made them his enemies.”
Bishop Iffert said, using the good thief, St. Dismas, as an
Bishop Iffert encouraged everyone to ask for help and to
example. At the very last hour of his life, he accepted the
reach out to help others in carrying their crosses. “Through
grace and goodness of Jesus and Jesus assured his salvathe greatest pains in your life, do not let yourself be isolated,
tion.
support one another, learn your faith together, encourage
Christ constantly offers the grace of his life, Bishop Iffert
one another through formats of prayer and sacrifice … like
said. Offering words of hope and encouragement to those
Simon of Sienna, be a help to another in carrying their
whose loved ones have left the faith, Bishop Iffert said, “Let
cross and accept love from one who will help you carry
us hold those who have turned away from Christ in constant
yours,” Bishop Iffert said in closing.
prayer, because he who gives his life gives it precisely for

Divine Mercy Sunday — the ‘divine floodgates’
of mercy and graces open
Katie Schroeder
Editorial Assistant pro tem

Divine Mercy Sunday, celebrated on the first Sunday
after Easter, is meant to be a “refuge and shelter to all
souls, and especially for poor sinners” (St. Faustina, Diary,
no. 699). Revelations concerning this Feast of Mercy were
first introduced to mankind during the 20th century, when
civilization was losing an understanding of the inherent
dignity of human life, according to the USCCB. In the
1930s, a Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, was chosen by Jesus to receive these revelations, which she recorded in her Diary. St. John Paul II, in his book Memory and
Identity, writes of this occurrence: “This was precisely the
time when those ideologies of evil, nazism and communism, were taking shape. Sister Faustina became the her-

Bishop’s
Schedule
April 16
Easter Vigil, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 8:30 p.m.

April 25
Confirmation, St. John
Parish, Carrollton, 7 p.m.

April 17
Easter Mass, Cathedral
Basilica, 10 a.m.

April 26
Pontifical College
Josephinum BOT meeting,
Columbus, 8:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

April 19
Curia re-opens

Confirmation, St. Patrick
Parish, Taylor Mill, 7 p.m.

April 21
Priest Holy Hour,
Cathedral Basilica, 3 p.m.

April 28
Confirmation, St. Augustine
Parish, Augusta, 7 p.m.

April 24
Divine Mercy Sunday
vespers, Cathedral Basilica,
3 p.m.

April 29
All school Mass followed by
breakfast, St. Joseph
Academy, Walton, 8 a.m.

Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
5:30 p.m.

ald of the one message
capable of off-setting the
evil of those ideologies,
that fact that God is
mercy — the truth of the
merciful Christ.”
In St. Faustina’s Diary,
14 occasions were recorded in which Jesus
requested that a Feast of
Mercy be observed. In one
of these passages, Jesus
speaks of how “the very
depths” of his “tender
mercy are open” (St.
Faustina, Diary, entry no.
699). He states that the
souls
who
go
to
Confession and then
receive Holy Communion
on this Feast will obtain
complete forgiveness of
their sins and punishment, because he will
“pour out a whole ocean
of graces upon those
souls who approach the
Fount” of his mercy (no.
699).
Jesus uses multiple
phrases throughout his
revelations which reference water and cleansing,
such as “a whole ocean of
graces,” “fount of My
mercy,” and “divine floodgates through which graces
flow.” What he is offering to all is a complete cleansing of
souls, a complete renewal of baptismal grace. This theme
is also seen within the image of Jesus which was shown to
St. Faustina in a vision; his right hand is raised in blessing
while his left is held to his heart, out of which red and
white rays emanate. These rays represent the blood and

water which
poured from
Divine Mercy
Jesus’ heart
Vespers
when he was
pierced in the
Join Bishop John Iffert
side with a
3 p.m., Sunday, April 24
spear while on
Cathedral Basilica of the
the
cross.
Assumption, Covington
Through the
blood and sacrifice of Jesus
and the waters of baptism, salvation is brought to the world.
Underneath this image,
Jesus requested that the words
“Jesus, I trust in You” be
inscribed, and that this image
be venerated across the world.
Within his revelations, he stated, “I promise that the soul that
will venerate this image will
not perish” (no. 48) and “By
means of this image I will grant
many graces to souls” (no. 742).
Jesus emphasized the importance of trust, not only through
the inscription beneath his
image, but through his other
revelations as well, stating,
“The graces of My mercy are
drawn by the means of one vessel only, and that is — trust. The
more a soul trusts, the more it
will receive” (no. 1578).
As a part of these revelations, St. Faustina also received
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
Jesus told her to encourage
souls to say this chaplet and
promised that “whoever will
recite it will receive great
mercy at the hour of death … Even if there were a sinner
most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once,
he would receive grace from My infinite mercy” (no. 687).
Divine Mercy Vespers will be celebrated at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption from 3-4 P.M.,
Sunday, April 24. All are encouraged to attend.
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Chrism Mass

(top) Newly
ordained Deacon
Kevin Cranley
processes in
carrying the Oil
of the Sick.

Bishop Iffert reflects on
the olive tree — a symbol
of the holy people of God
and his priests
Laura Keener
Editor

In a year of firsts, celebrating the Chrism, April 12, is a
great first for Bishop John Iffert. At the Chrism Mass the entire
Church of the Diocese of Covington — every priest, deacon
and representatives from every religious community, parish,
school and Catholic organization gather at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, as the bishop blesses
the holy oils of the sick and catechumens and blesses and consecrates the sacred chrism. The Chrism Mass is the great
diocesan assembly par excellence. It is a celebration of unity
and service.
Bishop Iffert began his homily answering a question he
commonly is asked when making sick calls — what kind of oil
is that? “I don’t mean to disappoint but it’s not exotic — it’s
olive oil. The same olive oil you buy in the supermarket,”
Bishop Iffert said. “Of course to recognize that olive oil is common is also to recognize that this kind of oil is essential.”
Bishop Iffert reflected on the “humble” olive tree and its
fruit, which the Church uses in her sacred rites. First, he said,
the olive tree is evergreen. And not only evergreen, but that in
Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives, the olive trees
there today “are grafted onto roots that were there to witness
the Lord Jesus praying 2,000 years ago,” he said. In fact, cultivation of olive trees depends upon grafting to produce olives.
In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul describes Gentile
Christians as “wild olive branches grafted onto the root of
God’s covenant in Jesus,” said Bishop Iffert. “The grafted olive
tree becomes a symbol of the holy people of God.”
The economic significance of olive oil has always been
important, and one of the few commodities exported in Jesus’
time. Olive groves, he said, were often directly under government control. “The olive tree is a source of power,” Bishop
Iffert said.
Olive oil is rich in nutrients, it was used in lamps to provide
light and has medicinal and healing properties. “Of course all
this meditation is because today, the rich oil of the olive will be
blessed,” he said.
During the annual Chrism Mass, the priests of the diocese
renew the promises they made at ordination — to be more united with the Lord Jesus, confirming their sacred duties towards
Christ’s Church, to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of
God in the Holy Eucharist and other liturgical rites, and to discharge faithfully the sacred office of teaching.
In his homily, Bishop Iffert turned his attention to his
priests. “My study and reflection has been with you firmly in
my mind and foremost on my heart,” he said. “You are anointed with the oil of the olive that you might stand like the olive
tree in service to God and humanity. You are men called and
chosen to be evergreen, ever renewing your faith, rooted in the
ancient truth of God’s creative and salvific love.”

(above) To make the Scared Chrism, Bishop
Iffert stirs aromatic balsam oil into the olive
oil before consecration.

(above) Bishop John Iffert pours aromatic balsam oil into the olive oil at his first
Chrism Mass as the Bishop of the Diocese of Covington.

(above) Bishop Iffert blesses the Oil of the
Sick and Oil of Catechumens, and consecrates
the Sacred Chrism.

(above) The Chrism Mass is a celebration of unity and service, where the priests of
the diocese renew the commitment they embraced at their ordination. Bishop: “May
the Lord keep us all in his charity and lead all of us, shepherds and flock, to eternal
life. Amen” — Renewal of Priestly Promises
(left) Banners of all the parishes and schools of the Diocese of Covington were
placed around the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington.
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St. Patrick Primary School
grows class by class
Laura Keener
Editor

The kindergarteners and first graders at
St. Patrick Primary School, Taylor Mill,
gathered excitedly in the parish hall,
Sunday, April 3, as they waited for Mass to
begin. Bishop John Iffert was there that day
to not only celebrate Mass but to bless the
new classrooms as well. The students had
an important assignment — to carry a
paper chain of prayers during the procession and place them before the altar.
“The prayer chain reminds us that we
are all linked together in the love of
Christ,” Bishop Iffert said as Mass began.
During the stillness and isolation of 2020
and 2021, the new St. Patrick Primary
School grew quietly on the parish campus.
The two-story, four-room addition connects
seamlessly to the church building. Even a
trained eye would find it difficult to discern
the new building from the old. The new
school was funded by a single donor, parishioners Paul and Annie Naberhaus.
St. Patrick School currently has three
grades — Pre-school, kindergarten and first
grade. A pre-school has been in operation at
St. Patrick Parish for 15 years. Currently 50
students attend the pre-school. In 2021, a
portion of the parish hall was sectioned off
and kindergarten was added. As the doors
to the new school opened in the fall of 2021,
the school expanded by adding a first grade.
Currently 10 students attend kindergarten
and first grade. The plan is to add a grade
each year.
While the class sizes remain small, classes will be split to maximize the use of the
four-room school — currently kindergarten
and first grade share a classroom. There
are four teachers at St. Patrick School —
three are preschool teachers and one is a
kindergarten/first grade teacher.

“Originally, we were thinking to go
through third grade,” said Pam Nunnelley,
principal. “But I’m hoping that we’ll just
keep going. Since our classes are small
right now, doing some of the split classes
will allow us to keep going a little longer.”
St. Patrick Parish is a large and growing
parish, with many young families.
Currently, many parents are sending their
children to the local public schools. But
now, with the new school opening, Father
Jeffrey VonLehmen anticipates that parents will choose a Catholic school education for their children.
“We’re trying to make Catholic education more accessible to more public-school
children,” said Father VonLehmen.
Father VonLehmen said that St. Patrick
Parish and now School has its roots in
neighboring parishes — St. Anthony
Parish, Taylor Mill; St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence and Holy Cross Parish,
Latonia. The area around St. Patrick Parish
grew as parishioners and the children of
parishioners of these three parishes moved
further south on Kentucky State Route 16.
“The three parishes in the area helped create this parish,” Father VonLehmen said.
“It’s really an act of evangelization of those
three parishes that we’re here.”
When choosing a parish or school,
Father VonLehmen said that location is
often a determining factor. “When the pastors picked this area for St. Patrick Parish
they thought, or maybe knew, that the
development would happen out here … I
have to give credit to them.”
St. Patrick Primary School has computers and Chromebooks and Clevertouch
Boards like many other schools. Mrs.
Nunnelley said that one of the differentiating and great benefits of St. Patrick
(Continued on page 21)

Bob Piccola, CGR
602 Taylor Ave., Bellevue KY 41073
Ph: 859-491-8926 Fx: 859-491-9436
www.piccolaconstruction.com

Keener photos

(top left) Students of St. Patrick Primary
School bring a paper prayer chain to the
altar at Mass, April 3. (top right) Bishop
Iffert blesses an icon wall featuring ancient
and modern saints. (above right center) The
new school building is attached to the back
of the existing church. (above) After Mass,
Father Jeff VonLehmen leads Bishop Iffert
through the new addition for the blessing.
(right) Students join Bishop Iffert in their
classroom.
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We
Choose
Life
Pro-Life
Office
of the Diocese of Covington

Mission Statement
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop,
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of
human life from conception to natural death
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy
and education.

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Timeline
March 2018
Mississippi legislature introduces, debates,
and passes a 15-week abortion ban, HB 1510.
March 19, 2018
Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant signs HB
1510 into law; the state’s lone abortion clinic
sues to block enforcement.
March 20, 2018
Federal district court temporarily blocks
the law.
Nov. 20, 2018
Federal district court rules that Mississippi
law is unconstitutional.
March 2019
Attorneys file amicus brief in Fifth Circuit on
behalf of Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant in
support of the 15-week law.
Dec. 13, 2019
Fifth Circuit upholds lower court ruling that
the law is unconstitutional.
June 15, 2020
Mississippi petitions Supreme Court to
review case.
May 17, 2021
U. S. Supreme Court grants review.
Dec. 1, 2021
Oral arguments are heard before the
U. S. Supreme Court.
June 2022
U. S. Supreme Court opinion expected
to be delivered.

Dobbs v. Jackson — everything you need to know
We Choose Life Committee
Contributor

“Why?” Mississippi argued in its brief, “because nothing in constitutional
text, structure, history, or tradition supports a right to abortion.” And,
On Dec. 1, 2022, the U. S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments about the added Stewart, “nowhere else does this court recognize the right to end
constitutionality of a historic 15-week Mississippi abortion ban that will
a human life.”
address whether a state has a compelling interest in protecting the right
What are the potential results of the case?
to life prior to viability.
Options before the Court include either reaffirming Roe, which would
The case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, is viewed by
keep the current limits on states’ abilities to ban abortions before viamany pro-life groups as the best chance yet to overturn the Court’s
bility, or overturning Roe, which would give the
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which has
power back to each state to pass laws that ban,
barred restrictive early-term abortion laws for the
‘Chief Justice John Roberts
sanction, or regulate abortion. Or the Court could
correctly stated during today’s
past 48/49 years.
create a new standard, allowing states to ban
Dobbs oral arguments that
A decision that either rejects the viability line, or
abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy.
United States abortion law is
totally or partially overrules Roe, would represent a
extreme in comparison to
What will happen if Roe is upheld or reaftremendous breakthrough for the pro-life moveglobal and European norms.
firmed?
ment, vastly expanding its ability to protect innoThe United States is among a
Legislation seeking to ban abortion before viabilicent unborn life.
small handful of nations,
ty that is currently working its way through the
including China and North
Over that time, some 63 million abortions have
courts would likely be struck down. At the same
Korea,
that
allow
elective
abortaken place in the United States, a grim toll that the
time, pregnancy help organizations will continue
tion more than halfway through
Catholic Church sees as a grave evil; and that propregnancy, or after 20 weeks.’
to serve women and provide compassionate suplife legal experts and scholars have viewed for nearport and real choices.
— Stephen Billy, executive director,
ly a half century as not only a constitutional travesCharlotte Lozier Institute
What will happen if Roe is overturned?
ty that manufactured a woman’s right to abort her
unborn child, but also a catastrophic political failure
Each state will be in control of its abortion restricthat should have been left to democratically elected state legislatures — tions, meaning that in states such as California and Vermont, abortion will
not the courts.
continue to be permitted at least up until 24 weeks. Pregnancy help
organizations in these states will continue to provide free services to the
Conversely, a decision that strikes down Mississippi’s 2018 law, called the
Gestational Age Act, would represent a devastating setback for the pro-life women who live there.
movement, which has finally secured a supermajority of conservative jusIn states such as Texas and Louisiana, abortion will almost immediately
tices on the nation’s highest court for the first time in almost five decades. be banned. Pregnancy centers, maternity homes, and adoption agencies
in these states will step up to serve the women who previously may
What is this case about?
have turned to abortion facilities.
Dobbs v. Jackson is a court case that was heard by the U. S. Supreme
Court on December 1st.“Dobbs” stands for Thomas E. Dobbs, who serves Other states will have some regulations on abortion, such as North
as the state health officer of the Mississippi State Department of Health. Carolina and Virginia, and will become the focus of advocacy organizations as they struggle to either ban or permit abortions. In these undeThe case began in March of 2018 when the Mississippi legislature
cided states, pregnancy help organizations will step up to give women
passed a 15-week abortion ban which was signed into law by the
the love, support, and information they need to protect her child
Mississippi Governor on March 19. Jackson Women’s Health organizathrough an unexpected pregnancy.
tion, the only abortion clinic in the state, sued, and a Federal District
Court blocked the law. Then on Nov. 20, the Court ruled that the law was Why are legal experts encouraged by the Dobbs case?
unconstitutional. Thirteen months later on December 13, 2019, the Fifth
Many legal experts are expressing optimism for a pro-life victory based
Circuit Court upheld the lower court ruling. Mississippi petitioned the
on promising comments made by the Court’s six conservative justices.
Supreme Court to review the case on June 15, 2020, and on May 17,
And based on the fact that both sides repeatedly rejected any middle
2021, SCOTUS granted the review, and oral arguments were held before ground, many close court watchers are saying that reversing Roe is the
the Court on December 1st.
likeliest outcome.
The case centers on the question of “whether all pre-viability prohibiAdditionally, the justices signaled during the arguments on Dec. 1 that
tions on elective abortions are unconstitutional,” or whether states can
Roe was wrongly decided as an original matter; that it has been underban abortion before a fetus can survive outside the womb. The case
mined by subsequent scientific and legal develop ments; that the
directly challenges two landmark abortion cases that Mississippi calls
Constitution is silent on the question of abortion; and that no right to
“egregiously wrong” — Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey.
abortion exists in our country’s history and tradition.
How does the case challenge Roe and Casey?
Moreover, no justice proposed a new standard to replace Roe, and six
In Roe v. Wade, the Court ruled that states could not ban abortion before justices suggested a willingness to eliminate Roe’s key viability holding.
viability, which the Court determined to be 24 to 28 weeks into pregAlso, Chief Justice Roberts noted the U. S. is just “one of seven countries
nancy. Nearly 20 years later, the Court upheld Roe in Planned
in the world that has abortion throughout the pregnancy.” And Justice
Parenthood v. Casey. The 1992 ruling said that while states could reguBrett Kavanaugh, who repeatedly articulated that abortion is entirely for
late pre-viability abortions, they could not enforce an “undue burden,”
the states to decide, also refuted the abortion provider’s lawyers’ posidefined by the Court as “a substantial obstacle in the path of a woman
tion that Roe should be affirmed based on precedent, highlighting a sigseeking an abortion of a nonviable fetus.”
nificant number of cases in which the court had reversed itself, including
in the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, which had permitted “separate but
Mississippi’s Gestational Age Act, the subject of the Dobbs case, bans
abortion weeks before the point of viability. The State argued before the equal” treatment of Black Americans.
Court that under the Constitution, a state may prohibit elective abortion What’s Next?
before viability.
Right-to-lifers eagerly await the decision of the Court, which generally
But Mississippi is asking the Court to do much more than simply uphold releases decisions in high-profile cases at the end of its term in June.
the state’s abortion law; it wants the Court to overturn both Roe and
Whatever the Court decides, the consequences for the country will be
Casey. And in his opening argument, Scott G. Stewart, the state’s solicitor enormous. Until then, Catholics must keep up their prayers for the jusgeneral, said that Roe and Casey “have no basis in the Constitution.”
tices, and, God willing, the right decision will be issued.
For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.

6 April 15, 2022

Messenger

COMMENTARY

Holy Saturday and the Paschal mystery
“Awake, O Sleeper, and rise from the dead … ”
The second reading from the Office of Readings for
Holy Saturday is taken from an ancient homily that pictorially narrates the descent of the crucified Lord into the
nether world or Sheol,
the abode of the dead.
This reading comments
COMMENTARY
on the significance of
Holy Saturday as a day
of silence in the light of
the dead Jesus’ descent
into the realm of the
dead.
This anonymous
Greek homily follows a
well-known story line:
After his death on the
cross, Jesus goes to the
abode of the dead in
search of Adam. Christ
approaches Adam, takes
Father Ronald Ketteler
him by the hand, and
pulls him up as he
declares: “Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and
Christ will give you light.”
The reading continues: “I order you, O sleeper, to
awake. I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell.
Rise from the dead for I am the life of the dead. Rise up,
work of my hands, you who were created in my image.
Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me and I am in
you; together we form only one person and we cannot be
separated.”
These words of Christ to Adam are reflected in an early
baptismal hymn summoning the catechumen: “I did not
make you for the dungeon. Arise and Christ will give you
light.”
The religious imagination of the Christian Churches of
the East has mirrored this image in symbolizing the mystery of Easter. Whereas the Church of the West depicts the
risen Christ in the brilliance of divine glory emerging
from the tomb, the Christian East highlights the inner
meaning of Easter through the lens of Jesus’ descent into
the abode of the dead. Thus, by contrast, a Byzantine icon
of the Easter event portrays Jesus descending into the
realm of the dead and leading an aged man by the hand
from the bowels of the earth. That aged man is Adam —
humanity awaiting redemption. Jesus in his death on the
cross has defeated death and opens the gates of Sheol.
In “Human Immortality and the Redemption of Death,”
Dominican Father Simon Tugwell interprets this imaginative scene as “a lively drama of Christ storming Hades and
delivering the dead saints of the Old Testament.”
Notwithstanding questions raised for systematic theology,
Father Tugwell refers to “the harrowing of hell” as an
exciting story.
The imagery is associated with a baptismal motif. The
Apostles’ Creed, a baptismal symbol of faith, declares that
the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God the Father, the
Maker of heaven and earth, suffered, died and was buried.
The Creed then states that the dead Jesus “descended into
hell” and rose from the dead on the third day.
Although this dimension of the redemption — the
descent into hell — was a prominent theme in the earlier
centuries of the Christian faith, this doctrine expressed in
the fifth article of the Apostles’ Creed has not been adequately incorporated into the catechesis on the Paschal
mystery in modern times.
The “Catechism of the Catholic Church” devotes five
sections (CCC, nn. 631-635) to the doctrine of Christ’s
descent. The following points summarize selected key concepts articulated in the Catechism:
1) Christ’s descent into hell is integrally linked to his
Resurrection “because in his Passover it was precisely out
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of the depths of death that he made life spring forth ... “
(CCC, n. 631)
2) The proclamations in the New Testament that Jesus
“‘was raised from the dead’ presuppose that the crucified

“The Apostles’ Creed professes
that after his death and burial,
Jesus descended into hell.
In the language of the early Church,
this meant that Jesus went
into the realm of the dead,
from which he called out
all the just people
who had lived before him
to enter with him into the glory
of the Kingdom of Heaven.
A popular icon of the Eastern Churches
pictures the risen Jesus
with his hands reaching
into the realm of the dead
to draw out Adam and Eve.”
— USCCB, “United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults” (2006): p. 93

One sojourned in the realm of the dead prior to his resurrection.” While Christ truly died and joined the dead, he
descended to the realm of the dead as Savior. (CCC, n. 632)
3) The creedal term “ad inferna,” translated as “hell” in
English, is Sheol in Hebrew, i.e. the state after death. (CCC,
n. 633) In the cosmology of the ancient world, the abode of
the dead was located in the “lower regions,” a place of
darkness and shadowy existence. The nether world of the
dead is a neutral term, not to be confused with the hell of
punishment.
4) Jesus’ going to the dead becomes “the last phase of
Jesus’ messianic mission, a phase which is condensed in
time but vast in its real significance: the spread of Christ’s
redemptive work to all men of all times and all places, for
all who are saved have been made sharers in the redemption.” (CCC, n. 634)
5) In the descent into hell, the dead Christ defeated
death itself. By his death, Jesus destroyed “him who has
the power of death, that is, the devil and [delivered] all
those who through the fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage (Heb 2:14-15).” (CCC, n. 635)
Here the Catechism closes with the citation of that
ancient homily for Holy Saturday. Christ addresses Adam:
“I am your God, who for your sake have become your son.
… I order you, O sleeper, to awake. I did not create you to
be a prisoner in hell. Rise from the dead, for I am the life of
the dead.”
The Catechism notes that “[t]he state of the dead Christ
is the mystery of the tomb and the descent into hell. It is
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the mystery of Holy Saturday, when Christ, lying in the
tomb, reveals God’s great Sabbath rest after the fulfillment
of man’s salvation, which brings peace to the whole universe.” (CCC, n. 624)
In short, the triumph of the Cross leading to
Resurrection becomes “the death of death.”
Prescinding from other theological readings of the
meaning of “hell,” Holy Cross Father Nicholas Ayo, points
out the significance of that concept in a generic sense (i.e.
abode of the dead) rather than in the specific sense of “the
triumphal entry of Jesus into the devil’s own kingdom.” In
his “Creed as Symbol” (1989), the Notre Dame theologian
writes: “Whatever happens to all human beings in death,
wherever they go, whatever they then undergo, it all happened to Jesus. His solidarity remains with all the dead,
past generations and countless multitude of the moribund.
Jesus died for everyone and his death is every human
being’s.”
Father Ayo concludes: “... God is with those who are in
such hell. Whatever the hell it is, God knows all about it.”
In his earlier theological writings Pope-emeritus
Benedict XVI had written “An Introduction to
Christianity” (1968), a theological analysis of the Creed.
His contemporary interpretation of “the descent into hell”
distilled the essential meaning of this article of the Creed:
“... that Christ strode through the gate of our final loneliness, that in his passion he went down into the abyss of
our abandonment. Where no voice can reach us any
longer, there is he. Hell is thereby overcome, or, to be more
accurate, death, which was previously hell, is hell no
longer. Neither is the same any longer because there is life
in the midst of death, because love dwells in it.”
Christ has opened the gates of Sheol, the realm of the
dead. The pre-scientific picture of a three-tiered world
appears mythological to a modern way of thinking. Yet the
doctrine asserts a timeless theological truth about life,
death and redemption: “The door of death stands open
since life — love — has dwelt in death.”
In a similar fashion, “The Church’s Confession of
Faith” (1985), the adult catechism published by the
German Bishops’ Conference, formulates the core meaning of the victory accomplished by Christ’s death and his
descent into the nether world. It states that in his death
Jesus “entered into the whole abandonment and loneliness
of death, that he took upon himself the experience of
meaninglessness, of the night, and — in this sense — of
the hell of being human.”
The text explains: “The extreme passion, the extreme
night of obedience, the ultimate solidarity of Jesus with
the dead in their abandonment and loneliness, his entering
into the entire hell of being human — all of these are the
victory of God over death and over the powers of darkness
and death.” (III. 4)
In his 2007 encyclical “Spe Salvi” (“Saved in Hope”),
Pope Benedict XVI meditated in depth on the mystery of
Jesus’ “descent into the nether world” within the Paschal
mystery. He writes: “ … Christ descended into ‘hell’ and is
therefore close to those cast into it, transforming their
darkness into light. Suffering and torment is still terrible
and well-nigh unbearable. Yet the star of hope has risen —
the anchor of the heart reaches the very throne of God.
Instead of evil being unleashed within man, the light
shines victorious: suffering — without ceasing to be suffering — becomes, despite everything, a hymn of praise.”
(“Spe Salvi,” n. 37.)
“I did not make you for the dungeon ... Arise and Christ
shall give you light.”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism, episcopal liaison to the Messenger and theologian In residence at
Thomas More University.
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Alleluia,
Christ is risen
The readings for Easter — Cycle C are: Acts
10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; and John 20:1-9.
The Church has retained in the liturgy for Easter
Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord what is called a
Sequence — a short hymn or chant sung before the
proclamation of the Gospel. (The history and study of
these sequences is both liturgically and musically interesting, but too long an aside for this column.)
There are only five sequences left in the Church’s
liturgical cycle, and not all of these are obligatory. The
Easter Sequence, Victimae paschali laudes (Christians, To
The Paschal Victim in your missalette), not only is obligatory in the Easter Sunday Mass, but may be chanted
every day of the Easter Octave (the days from Easter
Sunday through the following Sunday) to emphaGO AND GLORIFY
size the importance and
solemnity of the feast.
About halfway through
the sequence comes the
line, “Dic nobis Maria,
quid vidisti in via?” — Tell
us, Mary [Magdalene],
what did you see on the
way?” Mary answers,
“Sepulcrum Christi viventis, et gloriam vidi resurgentis,” — “I saw the tomb
of the living Christ, and
the glory of the Risen
Father Stephen Bankemper
One,” “Angelicos testes;”
she continues, “sudarium et vestes.” “The witness of the
angels, the napkin and the garment.” [“Then Simon
Peter … saw the linen cloths lying and the napkin, which
had been on his head … rolled up in a place by itself.”]
While this exchange between us and Mary Magdalene
is artistic license, it reminds us of something that is not
— the Easter story is not just a myth, not just another
dying-and-rising-god story that you can find in other religions, as you will hear some people say. C.S. Lewis gave
the best answer to that, saying that those who claim that
the Gospel stories are mythic have not read many myths.
Myths are created, their purpose is to speak archetypal truths, they begin, “A long time ago in a galaxy far, far
away …” The Gospels do not create the story, they relate
the story, and the story is not about archetypal truths but
the truth about Jesus Christ, complete with specific days
and times and the names of the people involved.
Some try to explain the Resurrection by calling it a
symbol, but the truth is that there is no explaining the
Resurrection, not by any understanding we humans
have. Look at the confusion of Jesus’ own followers. John
relates that Mary Magdalen thought someone had taken
Jesus’ body from the tomb, and the apostles did not
believe the man standing in front of them in the upper
room was Jesus until he showed them his hands and his
side. (If you think this only applies to Thomas, re-read
John 20:20 and Luke 24:40.)
In Luke’s Gospel, the apostles disregard the women’s
story about being told of Jesus’ resurrection: “these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them.” (Luke 24:11) The two disciples Jesus joins
on the way to Emmaus walk some miles with Jesus without recognizing him; it is not until Jesus “took the bread
and blessed, and broke it,” that their eyes were opened.
And when Jesus appears to the apostles in the upper
room, “they were startled and frightened, and supposed
that they saw a spirit.” Jesus finally asked for something
to eat, to show them that he was real.
Even stronger proof than the apostles’ testimony that
Jesus was killed, buried, and then raised again is the way
they lived their lives afterward. The apostles did not live
the rest of their lives for Jesus because they were
inspired by the myth of a rising god. They did not allow
themselves to be killed for a symbol. They were convinced that Jesus was alive again.
As Mary Magdalene continues in the sequence,
“Surrexit Christus spes mea: praecedet vos in Galilaeam.
(Continued on page 23)

Through Christ we are made one
Recently our Diocesan
Pre-Synodal
Assembly
VIEWPOINT
took place. Wide representation of persons across
the diocese attended. It
was impressive to hear
how much listening has
already taken place in
parishes and schools. The
reports were respectful,
honest, clear and called
on continuing ongoing
dialogue within the
parishes. Even the challenges and criticisms
Sister Aileen
were presented in a manBankemper, O.S.B.
ner that could be heard.
I came to listen.
During the meeting I could feel my mind and heart
expanding accommodating varying viewpoints. With
each report it felt more hopeful. Common themes were
reflected in many of the reports, e.g., the importance of
listening, relationship building, inclusivity, acceptance,
and ongoing work on decreasing our human tendencies
to be judgmental.
There were concerns expressed about the religious
education of our young. Religious formation that supports growth in all spheres was encouraged: fostering
children to feel valued in the parish, and finding ways to

involve them in service in the faith community and
beyond.
More than one report brought up a deterrent
expressed by children themselves, “a belief, to be
Catholic one must be perfect, and mistakes are not permissible.” One woman reported hearing from her youth
group a very interesting and telling comment; “We are
trying, we are not against the Church but the world is so
much louder.” Louder, meaning the pressures brought
about by social media, peer pressure, materialism, can
drown out church and religious values. I wonder how
much we adults understand the complexities that children face in today’s world?
An overall theme fostered continued and consistent
relationship building in parishes. I’m reminded of our
St. Walburg mission statement that we are all called, “To
serve Christ in the young and old, the sick and the poor,
the stranger and the guest, rich and poor.” Everyone
counts and none are to be excluded.
As we are about to enter this most sacred and holy
time of the Church’s year, may we be reminded: we are
all made one through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. May we all grow in our abilities to
respect, dialogue and love one another.
Benedictine Sister Aileen Bankemper is prioress of the
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills,
Ky. Her reflection first appeared on the community’s blog
Reflections from the School for the Lord’s Service online at
www.stwalburg.org, and is reprinted with permission.

Holy Week 2022: A wartime meditation
In both the Roman and Byzantine liturgical calendars,
Russian forces — including the kidnapping of residents
Lent 2022 has coincided with a brutal war in Ukraine.
and their deportation to Russia — has been a poignant
That war was launched by Russia’s Vladimir Putin for an
reminder of why St. Bernard taught the Church that Our
ignoble, imperial cause. It has been conducted by the
Lady is a martyr: The martyrdom of the Virgin is set
Russian military in a manner that recalls
forth both in the prophecy of Simeon and
the barbarism of the Romans who crucified
in the actual story of our Lord’s passion.
THE CATHOLIC
6,000 slaves along the Appian Way after the
The holy old man said of the infant Jesus,
DIFFERENCE
Spartacus revolt. It’s an old story. Tyrants
“He has been established as a sign which
cannot tolerate the truth about their tyranwill be contradicted.” He went on to say to
ny; they terrorize in order to break the spirMary, “And your own heart will be pierced
it of those who seek freedom.
by a sword.”
In the third week of the war, Latin-rite
Truly, O blessed Mother, a sword has
Catholics read a passage from St.
pierced your heart. For only by passing
Augustine’s commentary on Psalm 140 that
through your heart could the sword enter
would surely ring true in the hearts of our
the flesh of your Son. Indeed, after your
eastern Christian brethren in Ukraine —
Jesus — who belongs to everyone, but is
both Greek Catholic and Orthodox: “Lord, I
especially yours — gave up his life, the
have cried to you, hear me.”
cruel spear, which was not withheld from
This is a prayer we can all say. This is
his lifeless body, tore open his side. Clearly
not my prayer, but that of the whole Christ.
it did not touch his soul and could not
George Weigel
Rather, it is said in the name of his body.
harm him, but it did pierce your heart …
When Christ was on earth he prayed in his human
Thus the violence of sorrow has cut through your heart,
nature and prayed to the Father in the name of his body;
and we rightly call you more than martyr, since the effect
and when he prayed, drops of blood fell from his whole
of compassion in you has gone beyond the endurance of
body. So it is written in the Gospel: “Jesus prayed with
physical suffering.
earnest prayer, and sweated blood.” What is this blood
Healing the physical, spiritual, and emotional wounds
streaming from his whole body but the martyrdom of the
of this war will take a long time. Those wounds include
whole Church?
the falsifications of the Christian history of the eastern
Blood has been streaming from Christ’s body, the
Slavs that underwrite the Russian attempt to destroy a
Church in Ukraine, for eight weeks now. It has poured
sovereign nation: one that posed no security threat to
from the bodies of men, women and children. Ukrainian
Moscow, but did, by its existence, challenge the false story
patriots have fallen in defense of their homeland;
that Russian leaders — political and, alas, religious —
Russian soldiers have fallen for reasons they could not
have been telling their people for too long. A lengthy healcomprehend, because their superiors lied to them about
ing process notwithstanding, Ukraine has experienced
their mission. The bloody wounds that have been inflictmore than the Passion this Lent.
ed on the Body of Christ in this war call to mind the
From the beginning, Major-Archbishop Sviatoslav
Lord’s scourging; the mindless cruelties inflicted on civilShevchuk of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and
ians remind us of his crowning with thorns by sadists.
other true men of God have proclaimed the saving truth
With Christ, the Ukrainian people, who ask only to be
that Easter follows Calvary. Thus we can carry our crossthemselves, have walked the bloody path to Calvary,
es, however bloody, in the sure knowledge that Christ’s
where those who inflict their suffering mock their claims
victory is ours if we remain faithful to his cause. As
to be who they are.
Major-Archbishop Shevchuk, named on a Russian assasUkraine’s wounds, especially in the city of Mariupol’,
sination list, put it with simple eloquence, in the “bapbrings to mind a reflection by another Doctor of the
tismal waters of the Dnipro River” those faithful became
Church, St. Bernard of Clairvaux. The city’s name hon“the body of the Risen Christ, over which death has no
ors the Blessed Virgin Mary as depicted in the
power.”
Hodegetria icon.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
The wanton destruction of a Marian-named city by
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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A year of success and service for
Thomas More Saints

About Thomas More
University
For 100 years, Thomas More
has created a university for the
student who wants to
Be More,
Do More,
Seek More,
Win More,
Achieve More, and
Create More.
Since its founding in 1921,
Thomas More has provided a
mission-driven, liberal arts
education that is based in the
Catholic Intellectual Tradition.
Students learn to harness the
power of human reason to solve
problems and discover truth,
which allows them to begin the
journey to become the person they
were created to be.
Entering into the second century,
it’s time for More. Serving more
than 2,000 students,
Thomas More aspires to be the
premier Catholic university in the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
region, to build upon the
#1 ranking for long term gain in
Kentucky (2019 Georgetown study)
and share with this generation the
transformative power of the
Thomas More experience.

For more information about
Thomas More University,
visit www.thomasmore.edu.

Contributed by
Thomas More University
It has been a monumental year for
Thomas More University athletics. The
program set winning records this season, saw academic achievements, and
gave back to the community.“The
experience that we create for our student-athletes is intentional and
designed for success in the classroom
and on the field of competition,” said
Joseph L. Chillo, president, Thomas
More University.

The rugby team had an unprecedented season, taking home the
title of NCRA Division II National
Champions on Dec. 12, 2021. Firstyear international student Bautista
St. Bonnet of Buenos Aires was
awarded the National
Championship MVP after the final.
This win concluded a successful
season for the Thomas More
Rugby program, falling only one
time in 2021 to Division I powerhouse, University of Kentucky.
Players from various Thomas More
teams came together to support felThe women’s basketball team also
low athletes by dedicating their time
brought home a national champito a continuing relationship of service
onship title this year, placing them
with Special Olympics Kentucky
as the first women’s team from the
(SOKY). This relationship is more than
Mid-South Conference (MSC) to
a decade old and in its latest rendition
ever win a NAIA National
includes cheering for and bowling
Championship. The team also
with Special Olympians, hosting the
earned the title of MSC Regular
Regional Flag Football Tournament
Season Champions, ending the
on campus, and participating in the
season with an overall record of
Polar Plunge to raise money and
32-4 and 19-2 in conference.
awareness for Special Olympics.
The Thomas More men’s basketHead softball coach and senior
ball team made it to the NAIA “Fab
woman administrator Lindsay Eagan
Four” as well, making the Saints
is the Thomas More SOKY liaison and
the only program in the nation to
coordinates both volunteer schedules
put both their women’s and men’s
and use of campus facilities. Saints
teams into the NAIA semifinals.
athletes who volunteer with SOKY
Although they had a heartbreakhelp fulfill the University’s mission to
ing loss in the semifinals, the men
guide students in learning their
still have a lot to celebrate this searesponsibility to others.
son, finishing with the best record
in program history, earning the
“Watching our athletes interact with
(top) Marley Johns, an 8-year-old battling a brain tumor, joins the TMU dance team at the
title of MSC Regular Season
the SO athletes is truly special and is
NAIA Competitive Cheer and Dance National Championships.
Champions for first time in proone of the coolest moments of every (above center) The TMU rugby team takes home the title of NCRA Division II National
gram history, and being the first
school year. The pure joy and exciteChampions.
Saints men’s basketball team to
ment that the SO athletes have while (above) The TMU women’s basketball team also brought home a national championship
be nationally ranked in the top 5.
playing, competing, and being a part title becoming the first Mid-South Conference women’s team to win a NAIA National
Championship.
of a team reminds us how much fun
In other sports the men’s
it is to participate in our sport each
wrestling team had five athletes qualify to compete in the NAIA National
day,” Ms. Eagan said.
Championships — the most in school history. They finished in the top 10
overall with three wrestlers placing within their divisions. Men’s indoor
Thomas More University’s dance team also embodies a core value of the
track and field also had an athlete qualify for Nationals, with new school
University’s mission, as they act upon “their responsibility to others”
records set for shotput and weight throw during the competition.
through service and making a difference in the community. They are certainly making a difference in the life of young cancer patient, Marley
This dedication to their sport translates to excelling in the classroom as
Johns. Miss Johns, an 8-year-old battling a brain tumor, was introduced to
well. There were 330 student-athletes named to the Athletic Director
the Thomas More dance team in late 2021 through Team IMPACT, a
Honor Roll for their GPA achievements in fall 2021. The women’s basketnational nonprofit that connects children with serious illnesses or disabili- ball team had ten players earning MSC Academic All-Conference distincties with college athletic teams.
tion, and junior Zoie Barth earned College Sports Information Directors of
America (CoSIDA) Academic All-District, while the men’s team had three
“Marley has been able to attend practices (where she both watched and
players make MSC Academic All-Conference.
participated), games, and even her very first dance competition,” says
Marley’s mother, Teresa Johns.“She got to be with the girls on the floor
Thomas More is working to actualize plans that include enhanced athletic
during the (NAIA) awards, and the smile on her face was one I hadn’t seen facilities for many of the Saints 29 sports teams. The University recently
in a long time.”
partnered with the Florence Y’alls Baseball Club to rename the home of
the Florence Y’alls “Thomas More Stadium.” As part of the agreement, the
In early March 2022, Marley joined the Thomas More University dance
stadium will also become the home of the Thomas More Saints’ baseball
team on a trip to Ann Arbor as they competed against other top-ranked
team starting in spring 2023. Further plans are in place for more facility
competitive cheer and dance teams at the National Association of
upgrades at the university that will affect additional Saints sports teams
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Competitive Cheer and Dance National
positively; renovations at Republic Bank Field and its track were completChampionships. The Saints finished in the top 10 in the competition.
Other Thomas More athletic teams have been making a difference on the ed last year.“The student-athlete experience is a big part of Thomas More
University,” said President Chillo.“As we invest in new academic and athletfield by bringing home the gold.“When we recruit players for our team,
ics spaces, we are designing them to ensure the success of every student.”
we ask them what they want their legacy to be,” said men’s rugby head
coach John Fox.“Our legacy at Thomas More for the Saints is to make a
difference, whether it’s on the field, in the classroom, or in the community.”
This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.
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Fleeing for freedom — Thomas More University
Institute for Religious Liberty
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

“Fleeing for Freedom: Local Impact and Responses,”
was the spring panel discussion for Thomas More
University’s Institute for Religious Liberty. The discussion
was held April 7 in the Mary Seat of Wisdom Chapel and
featured three guest speakers — John A. Koehlinger, executive director of Kentucky Refugee Ministries; Dennis
Caffrey, a Spanish-speaking volunteer medical interpreter
with Siloam Health in Nashville, Tenn.; and Father
Athanasius Habtu Ghebreab, Ph.D., (or T.D.H — tall, dark
and handsome — as he called himself, garnering a good
chuckle from the crowd during his introduction.)
Father Ghebreab is an immigrant himself. He arrived
in the United States in the ’70s and now serves as a parish
priest at Holy Trinity Eritrean Orthodox Church and is a
faculty member at the University of Cincinnati.
Father Ghebreab spoke about his childhood growing up
as an immigrant and his transition to life in the United
States of America. He spoke about the history of war and
other events in his birthplace of Eritrea that caused many
people from his country to emigrate, moving to the United
States and elsewhere. Now, Father Ghebreab helps all
Eritrean refugees with issues they face during the immigration process, which are similar to issues faced by all
refugees.
“The one unifying institution to which the overwhelming majority of the Eritrean immigrants belong is the
ancient orthodox church,” Father Ghebreab said. The
Church has become the anchor for this growing immigrant community that Father Ghebreab helped start.
Dennis Caffrey spoke about the difference in cultural
habits and traditions. “Different doesn’t mean bad, it’s just
not the same,” Mr. Caffrey said.
Mr. Caffrey said from his experiences as a translator
that you realize the “hell” that these people have been

through to get to the
United States and that
they hold the same values
and ideals that many
Americans do.
“They want freedom,
opportunity for their children, what is best for their
family,” Mr. Caffrey said.
Mr. Caffrey also spoke
about the work of the
Siloam Health Clinic,
where he is a volunteer.
There a team of bilingual,
comprehensive care workers work with immigrants
and/or refugees for three
to four months in order to
help them get acclimated
to life in the United States.
Mr. Koehlinger, the
final speaker, offered a
local perspective of these The Institute for Religious Liberty 2022 spring interfaith panel focused on refugee needs.
issues. He spoke about the From left: Dennis Caffrey, Catherine Sherron, Ph.D. John A. Koehlinger, Raymond Hebert,
refugee resettlement pro- Ph.D., and Father Athanasius Habtu Ghebreab, Ph.D.
gram, underlining the
conceptions many people in the United States have. The
KRM’s work with immigrants and the ways immigrants
most prevalent misconceptions are that the majority of
and refugees of different ethnicities and backgrounds
immigrants and refugees are criminals or lazy, wanting to
have been helped to find jobs that best fit not only their
be supported by tax dollars at the expense of U.S. citizens.
skills, but also their experience and community. Mr.
The panel closed with a question-and-answer session
Koehlinger defined what a refugee is and spoke about the
for those in attendance to ask questions they had for the
crisis currently faced by Ukrainian refugees, and the work
speakers. For those who could not attend in person, a
the refugee program in the state of Kentucky has done to
recording of the event can be viewed through the Thomas
help support the refugees received by the state.
More University YouTube channel.
The three guest speakers discussed the difference
between immigrants and refugees, and the common mis-

10 April 15, 2022

Pope Francis’ long-awaited visit to Malta — in briefs

Pope Francis’ April visit to Malta, while brief, included
stops at three cities and an island, as well as meetings with
authorities, local Catholics and migrants. The pope’s
schedule for the April 2-3 trip, included a visit to the grotto
where St. Paul stayed when he and his companions were
shipwrecked. Malta is a Mediterranean archipelago made
up of three main islands, and more than 90 percent of the
country’s 460,000 people profess to be Catholic. The pope’s
long-awaited trip to Malta was originally planned for 2020
to commemorate the 1,950th anniversary of St. Paul’s
arrival. However, the trip was postponed due to the COVID19 pandemic.

Messenger

that while the influx of migrants in recent
years has “nurtured a certain discouragement and frustration,” the issue of migration must “be situated within a broader
context of time and space.” “It brings with
it the burden of past injustice, exploitation, climatic changes and tragic conflicts,
whose effects are now making themselves
felt,” he said. “From the poor and densely
populated South, great numbers of people
are moving to the wealthy North: This is a
fact, and it cannot be ignored” by nations
isolating themselves. The additional
Pope urges Maltese officials to remember influx of refugees in Europe from
Ukraine, he added, is not only further
country’s history of welcome
proof of the need for “a broad-based and
shared response,” but Russia’s war in
VALLETTA, Malta — Malta and its people must
Ukraine has brought the long-forgotten
remember the country’s roots as the center of spirituality
prospect of war back into the forefront.
and welcome, especially to those most in need, Pope
“We had thought that invasions of other
Francis told leaders of the Mediterranean nation. As he
countries, savage street fighting and atomic
threats
were
grim memories
of
a distant
past,” the pope
said. “However, Pope Francis leads a prayer meeting at the Ta’ Pinu National Shrine in Gozo,
the icy winds of Malta, April 2, 2022.
war,
which
bring
only
sonal encounter with Christ, in daily listening to his word,
death, destruction and hatred in
in active participation in the life of the church and in
their wake, have swept down
authentic popular piety,” the pope said April 2 at a prayer
powerfully upon the lives of
service outside the Ta’ Pinu National Shrine. “The crisis of
many people and affected us all.”
faith, apathy in religious practice, especially in the aftermath of the pandemic, and indifference shown by many
Pope: Church must be
young people toward the presence of God; these are not
issues that we should ‘sugarcoat,’ thinking that, all things
centered on witness,
considered, a certain religious spirit still endures,” he
not religious customs
said. After meeting with diplomats and government and
CNS photo/Paul Haring
civil leaders in Valletta, the pope traveled by catamaran to
alone
Pope Francis, accompanied by Maltese President George Vella, greets the crowd
the island of Gozo, one of 21 islands that make up the
gathered outside The Palace in Valletta, Malta, April 2, 2022.
GOZO, Malta — Malta’s great
Maltese archipelago in the Mediterranean Sea. Seated on a
spiritual and pastoral traditions
white chair on the bow of the catamaran, Pope Francis
started a two-day visit, the pope spoke to government and
must serve as a road map to the future for the Catholic
admired the views of Maltese architecture the pristinecivil leaders and the diplomatic corps, praising them for
Church, rather than a relic commemorated with “received
blue Mediterranean as pilgrims stood along the coast, wavwelcoming migrants — especially those arriving on their
traditions, solemn celebrations, popular festivals and powing at him. As the vessel pulled into Mgarr Harbor, he was
shores from places like Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. In a
erful and emotional moments,” Pope Francis said. “We
whisked away in a white Fiat 500 before boarding his popespeech at the presidential palace April 2, Pope Francis said
need a faith built upon and constantly renewed in the permobile. Arriving at the national shrine, the pope greeted
the estimated 3,000 pilgrims gathered outside waving flags
bearing the yellow and white papal colors.
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those in need, struggling
amidst the waves of the sea,
dashed against the reefs of
unknown shores. Grant that
our compassion be more
than empty words, but
instead light a bonfire of welcome,” he said.

Meeting migrants,
pope warns
civilization
risks being
‘shipwrecked’
HAL FAR, Malta —
Saying civilization itself
risks foundering because of
apathy and selfishness, Pope
Francis
insisted
that

migrants and refugees must be treated with care and kindness and recognized as brothers and sisters. In the shipwrecks that lead to thousands of migrants drowning in the
Mediterranean each year, “we see another kind of shipwreck taking place: the shipwreck of civilization, which
threatens not only migrants but us all,” the pope said April
3 at a meeting with about 200 migrants at the John XXIII
Peace Lab in Hal Far. Imagine, he said, “that those same
people we see on crowded boats or adrift in the sea, on our
televisions or in the newspapers, could be any one of us, or
our sons or daughters.” “Perhaps at this very moment,
while we are here, there are boats heading northward
across the sea,” he said. “Let us pray for these brothers and
sisters of ours who risk their lives at sea in search of
hope.” The day before the meeting, the pope said, there was
the report of a rescue of four migrants off the coast of
Libya. More than 90 people were reportedly on the boat;
only four did not drown. Pope Francis sat against a shimmering backdrop of shades of blue topped with blobs of
florescent orange — a backdrop built with plastic bottles
and life vests pulled from the sea.

(above) Priests arrive in procession for Pope Francis’
celebration of Mass at the Granaries in Floriana, Malta,
April 3, 2022.

Mercy, love dispel hypocritical
religiosity, pope says in Malta
FLORIANA, Malta — Christians who truly imitate
Jesus are more inclined to forgive and be merciful than
those who, under the pretense of holiness, point fingers
and condemn others, Pope Francis said. “Those who
believe they are upholding the faith by pointing their finger at others may have a certain ‘religiosity,’ but they have
not embraced the spirit of the Gospel, for they disregard
mercy, which is the heart of God,” the pope said April 3
during an outdoor Mass on his second and final day in
Malta. The pope began the day visiting the Basilica of St.
Paul in Rabat, where the famed apostle lived for three
months after he was shipwrecked on the island nearly
2,000 years ago. Hundreds of people waited outside the
basilica, many on balconies and rooftops, waving flags and
applauding the pope’s arrival. A group of altar servers
stood outside the basilica holding a local team’s soccer jersey with the pope’s name emblazoned on the back. Inside
the grotto, Pope Francis sat for several minutes before
lighting a candle and praying that Christians may have
“the grace of a kindly heart that beats with love for our
brothers and sisters.” “Help us to recognize from afar

Pope Francis arrives for a meeting with migrants at the John XXIII Peace Lab’s Center for Migrants in Hal Far, Malta,
April 3, 2022.

12 April 15, 2022

$

Messenger

15OFF

any Purchase of
$100 or more
made at the
Garden Store

Limit one per family and cannot be used in conjunction with other offers or discounts.

MaddoxGardenCenter.com

(859) 371-6340
8430 Dixie Highway, Florence, KY 41042
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS
The prayer intention for April, as recommended by
Pope Francis, is for health care workers who serve the
sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by governments and
local communities.
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW,
Sundays, noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25;
Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and DirectTV 25.
Bishop Iffert encourages all the faithful to join him,
the priests and deacons of the diocese at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington at 3 p.m., Sunday,
April 24 for Solemn Vespers for Divine Mercy Sunday.
Eucharistic Adoration and confessions will take place
after 10 a.m. Mass until 3 p.m.
St. Anne’s retreat center, Melbourne, Catholic Cafe is
canceled for Monday, April 18. Catholic Cafe will resume
on Monday, April 25.
Thomas More University’s preview day, April 27, 6-8
p.m., for students beginning their college search. RSVP at
thomasmore.edu/preview or contact admissions by emailing admissions@thomasmore.edu or calling 344-3332.

Trifecta in design

Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell,
seventh graders Megan, Paisha, and Ella won first,
second, and third place in the 2022 Sons of the American
Revolution Founding Documents Brochure Design
Contest. Megan also won second place in the state of
Kentucky for her brochure.

Prayers for peace

The St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs, junior high students
prayed the rosary in church on March 25 for the people of
Russia, Ukraine and world peace.

Y Club awards

The Student Y Club
from Covington Latin
school, Covington,
attended the Kentucky
YMCA Youth
Association’s United
Nations Assembly.
March 20. Haylee A.
was awarded
Outstanding
Ambassador and
Lindsay P. was awarded
Outstanding Media
Corps Delegate.

Newport Central Catholic High School, Newport,
Drama Club presents Les Misérables April 29, 30, May
1, 6 and 7. For more details visit:
NCCGala22.givesmart.com. Tickets are $10 for adults; $7
for students, online at: https://www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/62798 or at the door.
Father Conor Kunath will hold a morning of reflection. April 30, 9:30 a.m., All Saints Parish, Walton.
Morning Mass on Friday, May 6, 6:45 a.m., St. Francis
of Assisi Chapel, Bishop Brossart High School,
Alexandria.
“Wholistic Feminism” with Leah A. Jacobson,
founder and CEO, Guiding Star Project, May 14, 11
a.m.- 3 p.m. RSVP at Signup Genius.com and enter
divinemercyoffice@gmail.com or call 261 -6172. Cost $10
per person. Hosted at St. Bernard Parish, Garvey Hall,
Dayton.

Kindergarteners
pray for peace

Kindergarten students
at St. Anthony School,
Taylor Mill, prayed the
rosary together with
the whole school, and
the world, for the
Pope’s Consecration of
Ukraine and Russia to
the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.

Bishop Brossart High School men and women golf
outings, A J Jolly Golf Course includes 18 holes with
cart, breakfast, lunch and dinner. Ladies outing, June 16,
cost $90; call 781-4337 for reservations. Men’s outing, June
17, cost $100; call 635-4657 for reservations.
Join the Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, June 1,
6:31 p.m., at UC Health Stadium for the Florence Y’alls.
Tickets $10 each; the Serra Club keeps $5 for its ministry.
Tickets may be purchased from Serra Club members, or
online, https://www.ticketreturn.com/ enter the code
“SerraClub” in the special offer code field. Call 392-1500
or e-mail mmurray@covdio.org for information.

Creative cameras

Kindergarten students at St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright, made cameras in class. They took
their cameras on a spring hike and photographed signs of spring. The students then
“developed” their film by drawing and writing about what they saw.

Robotics team advances

Five Robotics teams from Covington Catholic High School, Park Hills, 21 students,
qualified for the VEX Robotics World Tournament in Dallas, Texas, in May based on their
results at the recent Kentucky VEX Robotics State Tournament, including a first place
finish by the CCHS team “The Housecats.”

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER OF DEACON

Four men ordained to

the diaconate
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

“The Lord will pour out the Holy Spirit on these four
acolytes and consecrate them deacons,” Bishop John Iffert
said as Kevin Cranley, Adam Feinauer, Eric Ritchie and
Michael Elmlinger prepared to be ordained deacons for the
Diocese of Covington, April 9, at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington. Mr. Cranley, Mr. Feinauer and
Mr. Ritchie were ordained permanent deacons and Mr.
Elmlinger, a seminarian, was ordained a transitional deacon,
a step towards the priesthood. This is the first time in the
Diocese of Covington that transitional and permanent deacons were ordained at the same service.
The Cathedral was filled with family, friends and clergy
offering their prayers and support for these four men called
to the diaconate.
Bishop Iffert recognized the three permanent deacons
about to be ordained for the service of this local Church —
the Diocese of Covington.
“I want to thank in a special way their wives, for having
given their permission for these men to pursue this ministry.
I thank them and their families for their continued support
of these men as they assume their responsibilities as deacons,” Bishop Iffert said.
Bishop Iffert then recognized Deacon Michael Elmlinger,
in his transitional step, who will “in due time” be called to the
priesthood as a member of the presbyterate of this local
Church.
“I want to thank Michael’s mother and family for generously supporting their son and brother on his vocational
journey which now brings him to be ordained to the ministry
of work, altar and charity,” Bishop Iffert said.
One element of Mr. Elmlinger being ordained a transitional deacon is embracing the celibate life. Bishop Iffert urged
Mr. Elmlinger to embrace this gift of lifelong celibacy as a
“sign and motive” of pastoral charity.
“Much of our culture today is consumed with preaching
the gospel of consumerism and self-interest,” Bishop Iffert
said. “These jaundiced views of our nature lead some to conclude that it is not possible for the grain of wheat to fall to the
ground and die. That sacrificial living is in their estimation
is destructive, that real life commitment is impossible …
Testify by your life, that these ways of acting and thinking in
the world are false. Understand that you are set apart and
consecrated not to avoid love but to energize a life of universal and selfless love,” Bishop Iffert said.
Bishop Iffert continued by saying the lifelong commitment to celibacy is a testament to the universality of God’s
love, for all of God’s children.
Bishop Iffert also thanked Tom Murrin and his wife Mary;
Tom is an acolyte and candidate for the diaconate who is
recovering from a fall and was originally going to be ordained
with this class of deacons. Mr. Murrin remains a candidate
for Holy Orders and will be called to the ministry at a later
date when he is fully recovered.
“The only ambition that is properly Christian is the ambition to serve, and to serve after the example of Jesus Christ.
To disperse generously, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,
this is the basis of all Christian authority, it’s the basis of the
ministry that I share with you today,” Bishop Iffert said,
explaining the ministry these four men accept as deacons
during their ordination.
Bishop Iffert continued by saying that each deacon candidate and their classmates are permanently configured and
conformed to Christ the servant, an identity these men will
bear for the rest of their lives.
Bishop Iffert spoke about the history of deacons like
Stephen and Philip, whose service and work expanded the
ministry of the deacon.
“Now the Church recognizes that deacons are called not
only to do works of charity … but to teach, preach, proclaim
and assist the priest at Eucharist,” Bishop Iffert said.

(right) Deacon Candidates Michael Elmlinger
(transitional) Kevin Cranley, Adam Feinauer and
Eric Ritchie (permanent) were called before the
faithful and in the name of the local Church,
requested the bishop ordain the candidates.

(below) Bishop John Iffert prays the words of
ordination over candidate Kevin Cranley. Through
the laying on of hands and ordination, the gift of
the Holy Spirit for the Office of the Deacon is
conferred on the candidates.
(above) The Litany of Supplication - the congregation pleads for God’s grace for the
candidates by intoning the litany of saints as the four men lie prostrate before the altar.

(right below) Bishop Iffert hands on the Gospel to
candidate Adam Feinauer. The Handing On of the
Book of Gospels signifies the office of the deacon
to proclaim the Gospel in liturgical
celebrations and to preach the faith of the Church
in word and deed.

(below) The fraternal kiss of deacons. The deacons present welcome the newly ordained
to a common ministry.

(above) Bishop Iffert receives the Eucharistic gifts in preparation for Holy
communion.
(left) The presentation of the eucharistic gifts.
(below) Bishop Iffert blesses the deacon candidates with the prayer of
ordination.

Bishop Iffert encouraged the new deacons to take the initiative, to show the Church what an expansive, charitable ministry the diaconate can be, helping to “envision and reimage”
the role that deacons can play in re-evangelizing the Church.
Bishop Iffert closed by reminding the new deacons that the
role of their work is serving — at the altar and in charity to
others — and that the origin of this role is the need to preserve
harmony and unity in the Church.
During the Promise of Elect, the candidates stood and, in
the presence of the bishop and faithful, expressed their
resolve to carry out their office in accord with the mind of
Christ and the Church under direction of the bishop. Other
significant moments of the Rite of Ordination included:
— The Litany of Supplication, where all present pleaded
for God’s grace for the candidates.
— Laying on of hands and prayer of ordination, which conferred on the candidates the gift of the Holy Spirit for the
office of the Deacons.
— The Investiture with the stole, the sign of the deacon’s
office, and dalmatic, the outer garment that symbolizes humble service.
— The handing on of the Gospel books, signifying the
office of the deacon to proclaim the Gospel in liturgical celebrations and preach the faith of the Church in word and deed.
— The sign of peace; with a fraternal kiss the bishop seals
the deacon’s admittance into his ministry.
— Finally, by the fraternal kiss the present deacons welcome the newly ordained to a common ministry in their order.
For the first time as deacon, Deacon Elmlinger assisted
Bishop Iffert at the altar during the consecration of Holy
Communion.
A celebratory luncheon in the Covington Latin School
forum followed the ordination.

(above) The newly ordained deacons are invested with the stole,
dalmatic signs of the deacon’s office. Eric Ritchie receives the stole,
dalmatic and sign on the altar with his wife.
(left) Transitional deacon Michael Elmlinger assists at the Altar preparing and assiting at the altar is a duty of the deacon.

(above) The Bishop’s fraternal kiss seals the deacons’ admittance into their ministry. Bishop
Iffert’s fraternal kiss of Deacon Eric Ritchie pictured.
(right) Transitional deacon Michael Elmlinger and permanent deacons Adam Feinauer, Kevin
Cranley, and Eric Ritchie gather for a photo with Bishop Iffert after the celebration of the
ordination service.
(left) Kevin Cranley exchanges the Deacon’s promise of obedience, to serve and respect the
bishop and his successors.
Keener and Ziegler photos
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Catholic Charities celebrates generous
response to Jesus’ call to serve others
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love for family, love for friends, love for Church and love for
the clients and guests that we serve. I am so blessed to call
them my friend and to witness the love of God through
them every time I see them.”
Will Ziegler, executive director, accepted the
Laura Keener
member of the community for their generous contribuCommunity Partner award on behalf of the RC Durr
Editor
tions of time, talent and treasure. “When Joe and Sheila
Foundation. Mr. Pickett presented the award, thanking the
Alan Pickett, executive director, Catholic Charities –
Peeno became involved with Catholic Charities, it has
foundation for their continual financial support of the
Diocese of Covington, welcomed Bishop John Iffert and
never been about them, it has always been about the
mission and ministry of Catholic Charities — most
over 100 volunteers to the annual volunteer appreciation
clients and guests we serve,” said Ms. Bauerle.
notably to the capital campaign that moved Parish Kitchen
dinner, April 5. Each year at the dinner, Catholic Charities
The couple began volunteering for Catholic Charities’
to its new location on Madison Ave., Covington and with
honors two of its supporters. This year Joe and Sheila
annual fundraiser, CaSSba, selling raffle tickets. Their
the recent purchase of a van for its mobile food pantry.
Peeno were awarded the Marcella Strategier Angel of
work has blossomed as Mr. Peeno has taken on landscap“We have a lifelong friend in the RC Durr Foundation
Hope Award. The RC Durr Foundation, Inc. was presented
ing the Catholic Charities campus on Church Street. On
and we’re so grateful for that,” Mr. Pickett said.
The Community Partner Award.
Fridays, Mrs. Peeno is the volunteer receptionist, answerIn accepting the award, Mr. Ziegler said, “You know,
A special treat, appropriately served during dessert,
ing the phone while making “plarn” (plastic yarn) to be
we’re like the money changers in the temple — we handle
was entertainment by the Blessed Sacrament School
crocheted into sleeping mats for the homeless.
money, that’s what we do. You, the volunteers and the staff
Children’s Choir under the direction of Matt Spencer,
“They are the light of Christ to the entire community,
and the directors of this organization … you are the way in
music director.
always letting their Catholic faith guide them, which is
which the Durr Foundation completes its mission and is
Vicky Bauerle, institutional advancement manager,
very inspiring for me,” said Ms. Bauerle. “Joe and Sheila
able to reach out to the community through your arms and
presented the Angel of Hope Award, which recognizes a
Peeno’s life is about love and faith — love for one another,
your legs. Part of our mission is to be part of yours
— that’s the way we participate. Thank you for the
honor this evening.”
The evening ended with Bishop Iffert thanking
the honored guests and all the volunteers and workers at Catholic Charities. The comment that stood
out that evening, Bishop Iffert said is, “We didn’t do
it alone.”
“It seems to me like that’s the fundamental reality,” he said. “Whatever we achieve in life, we didn’t
do it alone … You people in this room, you are the
people who get that. You get that there are people
who have not had all the advantages that I’ve had
and that some of you have had in life. You understand that people can’t be expected to do it alone,
that sometimes they need a little assistance. Praised
be Jesus Christ who calls us to be that network of
Keener photos
loving care for one another. Thanks to you for
(above left) On behalf of the RC Durr Foundation, Will Ziegler accepts The Community Award from Bishop Iffert.
responding to his gracious call.”
(above right) Bishop Iffert presents the Marcella Strategier Angel of Hope Award to Joe and Sheila Peeno.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
MUSIC TEACHER
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic School, located in
Independence, has an opening for a highly qualified, part-time general music teacher for grades K-8
for the 2022-2023 school year.
We are searching for an energetic and experienced,
Christ-centered professional with concrete professional and interpersonal skills who will join the St.
Cecilia team in our mission to provide a high quality
Catholic education for our students. In addition to
classroom teaching, the successful candidate will:
• Organize and direct concerts twice per year
(advent & spring)
• Develop a school choir
• Assist with the school’s drama production
Experience leading music for the Catholic Mass or
familiarity with sacred music is preferred.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and
resume with references to Jeanetta Kathman,
Principal at jkathman@stcindependence.org.

Northern Kentucky Funeral Home
Looking for part time funeral assistants.
Help with moving flowers, working door
for services, and help on funeral services.
Call Dave at 341-7800

PRINCIPAL

OFFICE OF DIOCESAN
BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Diocese of Covington is accepting applications for
the full time Curia position of Administrative Assistant in
the Office of Diocesan Buildings and Property. This office
represents the interests of the Diocese and of the Bishop
in all matters pertaining to buildings and real property
falling under the auspices of the Diocese, including but
not limited to new construction, renovation, demolition,
sale, and maintenance, as well as central administration
of Diocesan Cemeteries operations. This position requires
a detail-oriented practicing Roman Catholic with
exceptional interpersonal and general office skills and a
familiarity with Microsoft Office software. Please send
cover letter, resume with compensation history, and at
least five references with email contacts to Stephen
Koplyay, SPHR by email or fax, (skoplyay@covdio.org),
fax (859/392-1589), or mail to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
Diocese of Covington, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington,
KY 41011-3115. EOE

St. Edward School (www.stedwardky.org) in
Cynthiana, KY is conducting a search for a new
principal for the 2022-23 school year. St. Edward is
a traditionally-graded school program educating
students from kindergarten through grade 5. The
school is fully accredited, and it is certified by the
state of Kentucky. Candidates must be practicing
Roman Catholics in good standing with the Church.
To begin the application process send a letter of
interest along with a comprehensive resume,
including compensation history, and at least five
references with contact email addresses by email
or fax to Stephen Koplyay, skoplyay@covdio.org.
fax 859-392-1589.

NOVENA
SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. D.D.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES
St. Cecilia School, A National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence in Independence, Kentucky, is seeking
a Full Time Social Studies Teacher for grades 6-8 to
join our collaborative focused Middle School staff
for the 2022-2023 school year. Interested candidates
should send a cover letter, resume, and
references to Principal Jeanetta Kathman at
jkathman@stcindependence.org. Fax 859-392-1589.

Call Kim at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500
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ADVERTISING SALES
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s
official newspaper, seeks a full-time advertising
salesperson beginning in May. The successful
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic
and an excellent representative of the newspaper
and the diocese. The candidate will be ready to
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper,
has some previous sales experience, works well as
a team member, is attentive to detail, and
energetic in serving existing customers as well as
expanding sales to new customers. The salary is
commission-based, with medical and retirement
benefits provided by the diocese.

St. Patrick Primary School
(Continued from page 4)

Primary School is that it’s not just near St. Patrick Church
but actually attached to the church.
“We can take the students up in the church as often as
we want. When we talk about the Stations of the Cross, we
can walk down the hall and see them … We’ve got the
Adoration Chapel here that we can take children to during
the school day,” Mrs. Nunnelley said. “We don’t have to go
anywhere to be close to Jesus … he’s right here.”
“Christ is the reason for our Catholic Schools! It is a joy
to join Father Jeff VonLehmen in professing this truth as
we bless the new St. Patrick School,” said Bishop Iffert.
“St. Patrick was stolen away from his home and his youth.
God so touched his heart that Patrick grew in love and for-

giveness. This change was so complete that Patrick willingly returned to Ireland to share Jesus’ message of love
and salvation with those who had been his captors.
“It is my prayer that the children educated in this new
St. Patrick School will imitate their patron saint. May they
become reconcilers, peacemakers, and true evangelists.
May God bless them and use them to carry word of Jesus’
love to our society and to every society.
“I am grateful to those who are sacrificing to make this
new Catholic School a reality, so that these children can
receive a first-rate education and a profound formation in
faith.”

Interested candidates are asked to e-mail
a letter of interest and a résumé
outlining sales experience and other
qualifications to
Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

YOUTH DIRECTOR
St. Timothy Parish in Union, KY is a vibrant, growing
parish. Our mission as a Catholic community is to be
committed to the call of Jesus Christ. We are His
disciples, and we join in the Holy Spirit’s work to make
life holy. With grateful hearts, we come together in
worship, service, faith formation, and community to
share and celebrate God’s many gifts.
We are seeking a part-time youth minister to oversee
ministry to 6th through 12th grade students that will
help them take steps toward deeper maturity in Christ.
Candidates for this position will be passionate about
and equipped for building a youth ministry that fulfills
the parish mission and values for the youth of our
community along with a team of parish volunteers.
Interested candidates should send a resume and salary
requirements to Annette Howard
(ahoward@saint-timothy.org). Virtual interviews will
begin on Monday, April 25 at 6 p.m.
Questions can be directed to Annette at
ahoward@saint-timothy.org or (859) 466-4515.

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

CHANCERY SECRETARY
The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, activelypracticing Roman Catholics to apply for the position of
Chancery Secretary. This position fulfills vital logistical
and operational functions, and requires a motivated
self-starter with a love for the Church, an interest in
service, and a demonstrable history of maintaining
absolute confidentiality. Other requirements include
experience and comfort with using MS Office software, and helpful and pleasant communications skills
regardless of the medium. Interested candidates may
send a letter of interest along with a comprehensive
resume, including compensation history and at least
five appropriate references with email contact information, by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979
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ENTERTAINMENT
“Turning Red” (Disney+) Disney-Pixar’s latest animated feature, directed by Domee Shi, takes for its primary
themes puberty and menstruation. A 13-year-old girl loves
hanging out with her three best pals, as together they fantasize about boys and dance to their favorite music. But
when she clashes with her overprotective mother and emotions run high, the
stress causes her to
morph into a giant
red panda. The tone
is lighthearted and
euphemisms
abound, and the
film does celebrate
the bonds of family and friendship. Yet parents may still be
concerned that it takes on issues best left to private conversations at home. Even more significantly, they will want to
be aware that the script contains a coded endorsement of
legalized abortion, albeit one confined to a single line of
dialogue. Mildly suggestive language and content, nonscriptural beliefs and practices, fleeting anti-life rhetoric.
CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG.

Movie
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and
click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS)
classifications are:
• A-I — general patronage;
• A-II — adults and adolescents;
• A-III — adults;
• L — limited adult audience;
• O — morally offensive.

Obituary
Ky. For the next 13 years, her compassionate presence, her gifts as a health care administrator, and
her training in clinical pastoral education were
Sister Ruth Marie Flynn, C.D.P.
greatly appreciated and much respected by Sisters
died peacefully at Holy Family
and staff alike. During this period, Sister Ruth
Home, Melbourne, Ky., on April 6,
Marie earned a certificate from the Lay Pastoral
2022. Born Ruth Marie in Ft.
Ministry Program of the Athenaeum of Ohio (1988)
Thomas, Ky. in 1932 to William and
and joyfully professed her final vows in 1991.
Gladys Ruth (Johnston) Flynn, she
Subsequent assignments brought Sister Ruth as
first entered the Sisters of Divine
a pastoral associate to St. Michael Parish in
Providence at the age of 19. Taking
Burnsville, West Virginia (1998–1999) and St.
the name of Sister Mary Faith, for
Nicholas Parish in Zanesville, Ohio (1999–2006). She
the next 15 years she served as the
then returned to Kentucky and ministered in comoffice manager and assistant adminmunity service at Holy Family in Melbourne. She
istrator at Our Lady of the Way
also volunteered with the RCIA program at St.
Hospital in Martin, Ky.
Thomas Church, Ft. Thomas until 2015. Health conSister Ruth Marie Flynn,
Following a decision at that time
cerns prompted her move to Holy Family’s Health
C.D.P.
to leave religious life, she took a posiCare Center in 2017, where this Spirit-filled woman
tion with Grant Memorial Hospital in Williamstown, Ky. as embraced a ministry of prayer.
its administrator and became a very active member of St.
She will be greatly missed by her religious community,
Barbara Church, Erlanger. She served the parish as its the Sisters of Divine Providence; her many beloved nieces
RCIA Coordinator (1974–1984) and through her involvement and nephews; and many friends. Her dear brothers Jack
with the Cursillo movement, Life in the Spirit seminars, and Bill, step-brother Albert Rawe, and sisters Mary Lou
and the parish worship committee. In later years (1992– Tholmeier, Audrey Mullen, Blanche Rawe and Barbara
1996), she also helped to found a pilot group of small Cowie preceded her in death.
Christian communities there.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated in the
In 1984, Sister Ruth experienced divine providence call- Immaculate Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home,
ing her back to community and re-entered religious life Melbourne, April 9; invited guests only. Burial was in the
after a period of discernment with the Congregation. convent cemetery. Memorials suggested to the
Following profession of first vows in 1985, she took up min- Congregation of Divine Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive,
istry as administrator of Holy Family Home, Melbourne, Melbourne, KY 41059.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. • Covington KY • 581-0400

Missed an edition?
Current and back issues of
the Messenger are
available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

Call Kim at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125
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Alleluia, Christ is risen
(Continued from page 7)

Obituary
ing as principal at St. Michael School, Bellevue, and
St. Edward School, Cynthiana. Her final ministry
was 14 years at Prince of Peace Montessori School
Sister Mary Norene McCormack,
in Covington.
S.N.D. Margaret Ann (Peggy) was
When Sister Norene was diagnosed with
born into the loving family of John
Parkinson’s disease, she moved to St. Joseph
and Norma McCormack on Nov. 3,
Heights in 2016. Even though some days were hard1944. She was the third child in a
er than others, she would often be found at the comfamily of seven children. The chilputer looking for images of birds or butterflies. She
dren were very close and labeled
created books for children about nature and butterthemselves “The Seven from
flies. She delighted in making science come to life.
Heaven.” Peggy received her eleWith the help of the employees, she would produce
mentary education at St. Agnes
syrup by collecting sap from maple trees, or conSchool, Ft. Wright, Ky., and graduatstruct house cocoons of netting where larvae could
ed from Notre Dame Academy,
emerge as butterflies a few weeks later.
Covington. During high school
Sister Norene’s deepest passion was her calling
Sister Mary Norene
Peggy enjoyed life. She wanted to be
to serve God and the children. Her love for science
McCormack, S.N.D.
certain religious life was what God
and nature touched many, both young and old. She
wanted for her. After God’s constant reminders, she will be forever remembered for her perseverance and for
answered the call and entered the Sisters of Notre Dame never surrendering to her diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease.
community in August 1963. Sister Mary Norene made her Her strength inspired us all.
profession of vows on August 16, 1966.
Sister Mary Norene went home to God peacefully on
Sister Norene received her Bachelor of Arts at Thomas March 31, 2022. She was preceded in death by her parents.
More University, and her Master of Education at Xavier She is survived by her brothers Mike and Dan McCormack,
University. Her first assignment was teaching first grade at and her sisters Sue Shumate, Eileen Callis, Sally Rodau,
Sacred Heart School, Bellevue. Later, while stationed at St. and Becky Carrol. Sister also leaves behind many beloved
Columban School, Loveland, Ohio, she was instrumental in nieces and nephews, great-nieces, and nephews.
the construction of a nature trail in the wooded area
Mass of Christian Burial was April 8 at St. Joseph
behind the school. Besides teaching primary grades in both Heights, Park Hills, in the convent chapel. Interment is in
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the Diocese of the convent cemetery.
Covington, her 50-year career as an educator included serv-

Scimus Christum surrexisse a mortuis vere.” “Christ my
hope is risen; he will go before you into Galilee. We know
Christ is truly risen from the dead.”
It is good to remind ourselves of the actuality and
reality of the Easter event; otherwise, we fall into a merely cultural celebration of new outfits and Easter egg
hunts. We are not celebrating because it is Easter, but
because Jesus is risen, and because his resurrection
means something of infinite significance for us.
As we will sing in the sequence, Mors et vita duello
conflixere mirando: dux vitae mortuus, regnat vivus.
“Death and life contended in an amazing battle: the prince
of life, who died, reigns alive.” Jesus fought for us and
died for us, then rose victorious again and, living, now
reigns. Agnus redemit oves: Christus innocens Patri reconciliavit peccatores. “The lamb redeemed the sheep: the innocent Christ reconciled sinners to the Father.”
This is the source of our wonder and our joy on this
day, so, “let Christians sacrifice, and praise the Passover
victim.” “Victimae paschali laudes immolent Christiani.”
Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Moving? Wrong address?
Call the circulation desk,
(859) 392-1570

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018

Saif
Jaweed, MD

Chris D.
Thon, OD

Michael S.
Halpin, MD

Joseph T.
Mando, MD

Aaron R.
Noll, MD

Jean
Noll, MD

Jenny
McKenzie, O.D.
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Smaller nations must lead charge
against ideology of the powerful
Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

Ministry of Lector
Two seminarians from the Diocese of Covington were instituted into the Ministry of
Lector at St. Vincent Seminary, March 23, by Most Rev. Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L., Bishop of
the Diocese of Greensburg, at St. Vincent Archabbey Basilica. Taking part in the Mass
and Vespers were, from left, Archabbot Martin de Porres Bartel, O.S.B., Seminary
Chancellor; Joshua Heskamp, who was instituted; Bishop Kulick; Justin Schwarz, who
was instituted; and Seminary Rector Father Edward Mazich, O.S.B.
Mr. Heskamp of Elsmere, Kentucky, is the son of David and Therese Heskamp of
Wadsworth, Ohio. He is a 2006 graduate of Wadsworth High School. He earned a bachelor
of arts degree in philosophy from the University of Akron in 2010. He has also studied
philosophy at Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio State University, and been
enrolled in paralegal studies at Cuyahoga Community College, Parma, Ohio.
Mr. Schwarz of Renton, Washington, is the son of Paul and Thu Huong Schwarz of
Renton. He is a 2016 graduate of Kennedy Catholic High School, Bunen, Washington. He
earned a bachelor of arts degree in philosophy/theology from the Franciscan University
of Steubenville in 2020.
Both seminarians are in their first year of theology studies at St. Vincent Seminary,
Latrobe.

VATICAN CITY — Smaller countries like
Malta are called to set an example of true freedom in a world that can seem overwhelmed by
powerful nations that seek to extend their
own economic, military or ideological interests, Pope Francis said.
Reflecting on his recent visit to the
Mediterranean archipelago during his weekly general audience April 6, the pope said
Malta “represents the rights and power of the
‘small’ nations,” which exemplify the respect,
freedom and coexistence that stands “opposed
to the colonization of the most powerful.”
“After World War II, the attempt was made
to lay the foundations of a new era of peace.
But unfortunately — we never learn, right? —
the old story of competition between the great
powers went on. And, in the current war in
Ukraine, we are witnessing the impotence of
the United Nations,” he said.
Pope Francis told people at the audience
that the motto of his April 2-3 trip described
the “unusual kindness” of the people of
Malta when St. Paul shipwrecked on the
island nearly 2,000 years ago.
That “unusual kindness,” Pope Francis
said, not only describes how countries should
treat migrants today, but how countries
should treat each other and everyone “so that
the world might become more fraternal, more
livable, and might be saved from a ‘shipwreck’
that menaces all of us.”
Recalling his April 3 meeting with about

200 migrants at the John XXIII Peace Lab in
Hal Far, the pope said Christians must never
tire of listening to the testimonies of
migrants so they can counter the “distorted
vision that is often circulated in the mass
media.”
“Every migrant is unique. He or she is not
a number but a person,” he said. “Each is
unique just like each one of us. Every
migrant is a person with dignity, with roots,
with a culture. Each of them is the bearer of
a wealth infinitely greater than the problems
they bring.”
The issue of migration, he continued, is “a
sign of our times” that can become either “a
sign of conflict” or “a sign of peace.”
“It depends on how we take it; it depends
on us,” the pope said. “Those who gave life to
the John XXIII center on Malta made the
Christian choice.”
Pope Francis said that although he was
grateful that Malta remains a “key place” of
evangelization and Christian witness, it is not
immune to the “wind of secularism, of a globalized culture based on consumerism, neocapitalism and relativism.”
Yet its link to St. Paul as well as the
Maltese people’s devotion to Mary continue to
support evangelization and the “joyful proclamation of the Gospel.”
“The vocation of the Church is to evangelize. The joy of the church is to evangelize,”
the pope said. “Let us not forget this because
it is the most beautiful definition of the
Church.”

Congratulations

Congratulations

on your ordination to the

to our parishioner,

Permanent Diaconate,

Adam Feinauer

Eric Ritchie!

upon his ordination
to the
Permanent Diaconate.

From your parish family,
Holy Cross Parish.
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New Safe Environment children’s training —
‘Empowering God’s Children’
Julie Feinauer
Contributor

An exciting change is coming to the Children’s Safe
Environment program. In November the VIRTUS
“Empowering God’s Children” program was adopted. In
the past the diocese has relied on outside agencies and outdated lessons to convey this important information. The
new program will build on many years of hard work that
has already been done to help create safe environments for
children in their schools and parish religious education
programs.
The protection of our most valuable asset, our children,
is not just accomplished by educating adults about the
nature of sexual abuse and its perpetrators. Children also
must be taught how to keep themselves safe. Issues like
cyberbullying, dating violence, pornography and online
predators are in the news daily, and children must learn to
be proactive in protecting themselves. By providing children with age-appropriate lessons that help them to set
boundaries and identify unsafe behaviors in both adults
and peers, we are giving them tools to use for a lifetime.
Empowering God’s Children ties into Catechism and
Scripture and relies on the teachings of the Church about
the dignity and worth of the individual to help focus each
lesson. Videos are included to help “break the ice” to begin
the difficult task of discussing not only sexual abuse, but

also emotional and verbal abuse as well as neglect. Our
teachers and religious educators will then choose activities that help reinforce the key vocabulary and core messaging that is at the heart of
each lesson. Teachers will be
able to meet the needs of students with varying learning
styles and ability levels.
Lessons and training
materials are also available
for home school parents and
guardians. As always, parents and guardians whose
children attend a Catholic
school or parish religious
education program, but wish
to train their own children at
home, can opt out. They will
be sent home training materials and lessons confidentially.
More than 100 principals,
counselors, teachers, directors of Religious Education
and catechists have received
training to educate youth

using the Empowering God’s Children program.
Educators discussed topics that surround these issues like
reporting abuse, understanding their own biases when
approaching these issues, meeting the
needs of marginalized populations and
students with special needs. They are
now able to share this important information with their colleagues, so that
they too can become “lesson leaders” for
diocesan schools and parishes.
Each Empowering God’s Children lesson leader must complete an online certification module on VIRTUS before
teaching a lesson. These educators have
access to training, lesson plans, information for parents and guardians in addition to supplementary materials through
the VIRTUS — Educators Tab. These
resources will enable educators to deliver this difficult material with confidence.
Are you interested in learning more
about how to help protect youth? Contact
your parish VIRTUS coordinator to find
out how to sign up to attend a VIRTUS —
Protecting God’s Children adult training
program. To find out more about the
VIRTUS — Empowering God’s Children
program contact your school or parish
director of Religious Education, or the
diocesan Safe Environment Office.
Julie Feinauer is director of the
Diocese of Covington Safe Environment
Office
and
Victim’s
Assistance
Coordinator.
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ACUE donors welcomed to ‘A Day at School’
Laura Keener
Editor

“Welcome to St. Augustine School. You have two assignments to complete before you leave today, and here’s your
uniform.” A student, assuming the role of principal, spoke
these words as she welcomed donors to the Diocese of
Covington’s Alliance for Catholic Urban Education
(ACUE) annual donor appreciation luncheon. The uniform was a St. Augustine School t-shirt. The theme for the
day was “A Day at School,” which began like any typical
school day — with prayer and the Pledge of Alliance.
Through its fundraising efforts, ACUE provides tuition
assistance for families attending diocesan Catholic schools
in the urban core — Holy Trinity School, Bellevue; Holy
Cross Elementary School, Latonia; Holy Family School,
Prince of Peace Montessori School, and St. Augustine
School, Covington; and St. Anthony School, Taylor Mill.
To help ease first day of school jitters, donors were seated with fourth and fifth-grade buddies, to help them with
their assignments and to keep them company during
lunch.
“I want to express my gratitude to all of you for the care
that you have for the children here at St. Augustine and all
the other ACUE schools and helping to see to their education,” said Father Daniel Schomaker, pastor, St. Augustine
Parish, Covington, as he introduced the theme of the day
and invited guests to the buffet line.
Kendra McGuire, Superintendent of Schools, thanked
the donors for their support. “Your gifts help provide a
faith-filled education, that plants the seeds of faith that
positively impacts the lives of all of our students, both
today and into their future. Today is our thanks and gratitude to you.”
Mrs. McGuire introduced Kathy Nienaber, principal, of
St. Augustine School who emphasized the positive impact
ACUE schools have on their students.
“The things that make our school community the best

is the fact that every day we go to Mass and these
guys hear that they are beautiful children of God
and how much God loves us.”
She shared a story that a mom of one of her students had told her. As the family was driving, they
saw a bumper sticker that read, “Jesus loves me.”
The mom asked her child if she knew who Jesus is.
Her child replied, “Yeah, I go to school with him.”
“That is the best way to sum up our faith here at
St. Augustine — we have Christ here with us every
day,” said Mrs. Nienaber. “I want to thank you.
Without the opportunity to be here at St. Augustine
School I would not be able to fulfill my vocation …
If I had the ability I would bottle what we
do here every day and I would want you
to take it with you because it’s sacred,
it’s beautiful, it’s life-giving, it’s loving —
we’re a good family.”
Before offering his blessing, Bishop
John Iffert thanked the students for
hosting the luncheon and providing
such a warm welcome. “We celebrate
your school and all of the ACUE
schools,” Bishop Iffert said.
To the donors, Bishop Iffert said,
“Thank you, to all of you, for your support of our ACUE schools, making sure
that a Catholic education stays within
reach both geographically as well as
financially for so many people who otherwise would not have that opportunity,”
he said.
Keener photos

(above right) Bishop Iffert gets some homework assistance from a fifth-grade buddie at the ACUE donor appreciation
luncheon, April 7, at St. Augustine School, Covington.
(above left) The student’s shared a story they created about Father Schomaker’s dogs, “Pax and Lux Got To School.”
(top) The luncheon ended with the students singing Salve Regina.
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NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

Tens of thousands join Syriac patriarch
for Palm Sunday procession in Iraq
QARAQOSH, Iraq — Christians once again filled the streets of
Qaraqosh for Palm Sunday: Syriac Catholic Patriarch Ignace
Joseph III Younan, visiting from Beirut, led the procession of
more than 20,000 people. The celebration was a stark contrast to
Patriarch Younan’s visit there in November 2016, following
Qaraqosh’s liberation from the Islamic State after nearly two
years. During that visit, Patriarch Younan spoke of the “ghost
town” and celebrated Mass on a makeshift altar in the empty, broken, incinerated Syriac Catholic Church of the Immaculate
Conception. But on April 10, the patriarch told the faithful during
the revived traditional gathering: “I cannot express my joy in
words ... Bakhdida is ‘the pearl’ of our Syriac Catholic Church. I
would not be exaggerating if I said today that it is the heartbeat of
this church, not only in Bakhdida, but in Iraq and all the world.”
Qaraqosh, also known as Bakhdida, was once the most populous
Christian town in Iraq. In a single night during the summer of
2014, the town’s entire population of some 50,000 Syriac Catholics
was forcibly uprooted by Islamic State militants. In all, more than
100,000 Christians were evicted from the Ninevah Plain and Mosul
that summer. They fled to the Kurdish region in northern Iraq.
This year, Patriarch Younan noted that the huge number of participants for the Palm Sunday celebration “expresses the affiliation
of our children in Bakhdida to their ancient Syriac Church,
which, along the path of its long history, has gone through many
trials and persecutions.”

Soldiers storm Myanmar cathedral,
search compound for three hours
MANDALAY, Myanmar — Nearly 100 soldiers stormed the
Sacred Heart Cathedral compound in Mandalay and forcibly
entered the cathedral, archbishop’s house, parish priest’s residence and clergy center April 8. Archbishop Marco Tin Win, some
priests and staff were present during the raid but all were safe
and none were detained, church sources told ucanews.com.
Soldiers arrived around 2:30 p.m., and some stood guard outside
the compound of the cathedral, the second-largest in Myanmar,
while others with guns carried out a search of all the buildings
inside the compound. “They claimed to have been tipped off about
weapons being hidden in the clergy center,” said one of the
sources. The soldiers left after nearly three hours without finding
any weapons. The news of the military raid spread quickly among
the local Catholic community in the city’s five parishes, causing
much concern. “We were relieved that no one was hurt or arrested
and we could resume our church services,” said a parishioner who
joined the Way of the Cross after the soldiers left in the evening.

Maryland lawmakers override governor’s
veto of expansive abortion bill
ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Calling it “a sad day for women’s health
and safety in Maryland,” the Maryland Catholic Conference
strongly criticized the state’s General Assembly for overriding
Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of a bill that will now become law and
greatly expand abortion access in the state. On April 9, Maryland’s

House of Delegates and Senate overrode Hogan’s veto of H.B. 937 a
day earlier. The legislature was concluding its 2022 session April
11. The state Catholic conference was “deeply disappointed” by the
lawmakers’ vote, said Jenny Kraska, the conference’s executive
director. “Many companies will now be compelled to pay for abortion through insurance, and it is now legal for nonphysicians to
perform abortions,” she said in a statement. “We renew our own
support for women and children and call for the state to support
pregnant women and their children so together they may survive
and thrive.” The conference is the public policy arm of the
Catholic Church in Maryland, representing the Archdiocese of
Baltimore; the Archdiocese of Washington, which includes five
Maryland counties surrounding the nation’s capital; and the
Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware, which includes counties on
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. The Abortion Care Access Act, or H.B.
937, mandates the state provide $3.5 million in funding annually
beginning in fiscal year 2024 for a newly established Abortion
Care Clinical Training Program.

Cardinal: Vatican looking at implications of possible papal visit to Kyiv
VATICAN CITY — Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican secretary of state, said it appeared Ukraine could keep Pope Francis
safe if he made a wartime trip to Kyiv, but the pope’s safety was
not the Vatican’s only concern. During his trip to Malta April 2-3,
Pope Francis had told reporters that a proposal for him to visit
Kyiv was “on the table.” “A trip is not impossible; it can be done.
It’s a matter of seeing what consequences this trip would have and
assessing whether it would really contribute to ending the war,”
Cardinal Parolin told reporters April 7. However, “the pope would
not go to take a position either in favor of one side or the other,”
maintaining his practice of condemning the horrors of the war
without specifically denouncing Russia, Cardinal Parolin said,
according to Vatican News. And, he said, the Vatican’s “delicate”
relationship with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian
Orthodox Church, which supports Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
“also will have to be taken into account in the overall consideration of the possibility of making the trip or not.” The Ukrainian
government has “given ample assurances that there would be no
danger” to the pope in visiting Kyiv, Cardinal Parolin said, pointing out that “other leaders have made and are still making” such
visits. The prime ministers of Poland, the Czech Republic and
Slovenia visited in mid-March and Roberta Metsola, president of
the European Parliament, went April 1.

Nigerian bishops: Government must
do more to stop terrorist attacks
LAGOS, Nigeria — The Nigerian bishops said lack of arrests in
widespread attacks gives credibility to the idea that the government
is either complacent or compromised. “Nigerians are sick of flimsy
excuses and bogus promises from the government to deal with terrorists,” wrote Archbishop Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji of Owerri, newly
elected president of the Nigerian bishops’ conference, on behalf of
the bishops. “Considering the billions of naira appropriated for
security and the fight against terrorism in recent times, it is difficult to imagine that a large number of terrorists, who unleashed
terror on unarmed and law-abiding citizens can disappear in broad
daylight without a trace. “It is indeed very hard to believe that our
security apparatus lacks intelligence or the ability to fight and
defeat terrorists in our nation,” the archbishop said. His April 4
statement came as the country was still dealing with a March 28

attack on a commuter train. Gunmen detonated a bomb on the
tracks and opened fire on the train; when Archbishop Ugorji issued
his statement, more than 150 people were still missing.

New rights report documents atrocities
in Ethiopia’s Western Tigray
NAIROBI, Kenya — Some Catholic church sources from
Ethiopia have corroborated a report by two international human
rights groups detailing widespread abuses in the western part of
the Tigray region. The Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International report was published April 6, days after the government announced a humanitarian truce to allow relief aid to reach
thousands of local people at risk of starvation. Catholic officials
in Addis Ababa welcomed the cease-fire, even as the fighters — the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front — agreed to uphold the ceasefire. The report, “We Will Erase You from This Land: Crimes
Against Humanity and Ethnic Cleansing in Ethiopia’s Western
Tigray Zone,” said Western Tigray officials and security forces
from the neighboring Amhara region — with possible participation of Ethiopian federal forces — have systematically expelled
several hundred thousand Tigrayan civilians from the region,
using threats since 2020. Authorities restricted movement, humanitarian assistance, speaking the Tigrinya language, and access to
farmland. Crops, livestock, and equipment were looted. Other
abuses documented include unlawful killings, sexual violence,
mass arbitrary detention, pillage, forcible transfer, and the denial
of humanitarian assistance. “Ethiopian authorities have steadfastly denied the shocking breadth of the crimes that have unfolded
and have egregiously failed to address them,” said Kenneth Roth,
executive director of Human Rights Watch. A church source who
could not be named for security reasons told Catholic News
Service: “It’s a very good report ... of what is going on in Western
Tigray, but the presence and abuses of the Eritrean government in
the region should be highlighted.”

Government directs prosecutors to
deprioritize some immigration cases
WASHINGTON — Biden administration officials have instructed
lawyers for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement to focus on
prosecuting cases involving immigrants who pose a public safety,
national or border security threat and set “low priority” cases on a
different track. The administration made public the memo sent to
prosecutors April 4. Some suspect it’s part of preparations for a possible influx of migrants at the U.S. southern border that may result
from the May 23 lifting of a public health measure called Title 42
put in place during the Trump administration in March 2020 as the
coronavirus pandemic was beginning. U.S. Customs and Border
Protection said the provision prohibits “the entry of certain persons who potentially pose a health risk, either by virtue of being
subject to previously announced travel restrictions or because they
unlawfully entered the country to bypass health screening measures.” Title 42 added to a growing backlog of cases in immigration
courts estimated to exceed 1 million. The memo identified a variety
of categories that could be deprioritized. But it’s unclear whether
there’s a different system that will be put in place to process those
who have been waiting months or years, kept out by Title 42 and
what exactly will happen to the deprioritized cases. In an April 5
statement, Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville of Washington,
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ migration
committee, while lauding the end of this “harmful policy,” referring
to Title 42, also issued a warning.

