
Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

It was in a motu proprio (a document issued by the pope on his 
own accord) issued in 1968 that Pope Paul VI regarded the Blessed 
Virgin Mary as Mother of  the Church — Mater Ecclesiae in Latin. 
“The Blessed Mother of  God, the New Eve, Mother of  the Church, 
continues in heaven her maternal role with regard to Christ’s mem-
bers, cooperating with the birth and growth of  divine life in the 
souls of  the redeemed,” regarded Pope Paul VI in the motu proprio, 
during a creed known as the Creed of  the People of  God. 

However, this would not be the first or last time that Mary would 
be honored with the title of  Mother of  the Church, with theological 
origins of  this title tracing back to the 12th century. As the “New 
Eve,” Mary is the mother of  all living in Christ, and this maternal 
relationship naturally extends to the Church herself. 

In 2018, Pope Francis declared Whit Monday, the first Monday 

after Pentecost, as the Memorial of  the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of  the Church. This decree of  the new feast was signed on 
the 11th of  February that year, the memorial of  Our Lady of  
Lourdes and the 160th anniversary of  the Lourdes apparitions. As 
Pentecost is widely considered the birthday of  the Church, it would 
seem fitting that a celebration of  her mother would be soon around 
the corner. 

“As a caring guide to the emerging Church, Mary had already 
begun her mission in the Upper Room, praying with the Apostles 
while awaiting the coming of  the Holy Spirit,” read the decree, as it 
was posted to the Vatican News website in 2018, stating the impor-
tance of  promoting “growth of  the maternal sense of  the Church in 
the pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a growth of  genuine 
Marian piety.” 

This year, the feast day will be celebrated Monday, June 6.  

Tom Ziegler  
Staff  Writer  

About four years ago, Reds fan David 
Shannon discovered a pitcher Theodore 
“Huck” Conover, that played in one game 
for the 1889 Cincinnati Red Stockings as a 
pitcher, buried with an unmarked grave 
in Lexington. Mr. Shannon visited Major 
League Baseball players graves as a 
hobby at the time, but when he found that 
Theodore “Huck” Conover was buried in 
an unmarked grave, he decided to do 
something about it.  

That was the beginning of  “Gone But 
Not Forgotten,” a project where Mr. 
Shannon and his fellow “baseball buffs” 
regularly visit graves of  former MLB 
players. At times, when visiting these 
players’ graves some will be unmarked. 
Mr. Shannon helps lead the group in gain-
ing permission from the family, funeral 
home and/or cemetery and raising the 
funding for a tombstone. 

“It’s kind of  a small project that 
gained a little momentum, we are just a 

bunch of  baseball history guys that 
like to go to cemeteries and locate 
graves of  former ball players,” Mr. 
Shannon said.   

When these baseball history 
buffs arrive to an occasional 
unmarked grave Mr. Shannon said it 
can be a “disappointment.”  

“You think these guys at least 
deserve that much recognition,” Mr. 
Shannon said. 

The first unmarked grave in 
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A recent feast for the Mother of the Church

A stained glass window in the Cathedral 
Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, 
K.y. depicts the scene at Pentecost.  
Note the accompaniment of  the  
Blessed Virgin Mary (blue) alongside 
the apostles. 

David Shannon places his hand on the 
headstone of  Frederick Gastreich, father 
of  Hank Gastright, at St. Joseph’s  
cemetery, Wilder. Hank Gastright, a  
former Cincinnati Red pitcher, is buried 
near his family in an unmarked grave. 
Through a new initiative begun by  
Mr. Shannon, “Gone But Not Forgotten: 
MLB Unmarked Graves,” a tombstone is 
being created and will be placed on 
Hank’s grave to honor his achievements.

(Continued on page 11)

Baker photo

Photo courtesy of  “Gone but Not Forgotten: MLB Unmarked Graves Project” Facebook
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Father Jordan Hainsey 
Messenger Contributor 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 marks 107 years 
since the passing of  Bishop Camillus Paul 
Maes, the longest-serving Bishop of  
Covington (1885-1915.) To commemorate this 
anniversary, St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption is hosting a temporary 
exhibit in the Maes Crypt Chapel entitled 
“Maes: 107 Years.” Drawn from the 
Cathedral Collection, the exhibit brings 
together vesture and liturgical objects asso-
ciated with Bishop Maes. 

Born in Belgium on March 13, 1846 in the 
old Flemish city of  Courtrai, Maes was 
orphaned at age 12 and entered the semi-
nary in 1865. Ordained in Louvain, Belgium 
on Dec. 19, 1868 and desiring to become a 
missionary in America, he came to the 
Diocese of  Detroit in 1869 and served there 
for 16 years before being appointed Bishop of  Covington in 
1885 by Pope St. Leo XIII. 

The centerpiece of  the exhibit is a cope from the French 
province of  Porcelette made in 1791 which would have 
been worn by Bishop Maes for Cathedral liturgies. Made of  
handwoven silk damask with gilt thread, the cope predates 
the founding of  the diocese by 62 years. While it may have 
been brought to the United States in the early 19th century, 
it is possible that it was brought to Covington by Bishop 
Maes after one of  his many trips to Europe where he 
acquired vestments for the newly expanding Covington 
diocese. At a time when cloth was expensive, the exquisite 
craftsmanship and labor involved in making the cope 
would have set it apart for use at the Cathedral’s most 
solemn liturgies — liturgies like Christmas, Easter, and 
Corpus Christi. As part of  the Cathedral Collection and 
given its age, as well as the possibility of  predating Bishop 
Maes, it may have been worn by Bishops Carrell and 
Toebbe before it was retired because of  its delicate condi-
tion. A precious miter once used by Covington’s seventh 
Bishop, Richard H. Ackerman, compliments the cope and 
helps to show how it was worn in relation to other vesture 
at a pontifical ceremony. 

A crozier used by Bishop Maes is also on view. While 
the crozier has long been held in the Cathedral Collection, 
its history was previously unknown until it was clearly 
identified in a photograph of  the cornerstone laying at St. 
Patrick Church, Maysville, in 1903. In the photograph, 
Bishop Maes is shown presiding over the ceremony with 
the same crozier. 

Other items on view were retained from the translation 
of  Bishop Maes’ remains from St. Mary’s Cemetery to the 
Cathedral in 2019. While water had permeated the grave, 
numerous items survived. These include: a pontifical 
amethyst ring, the name plate from the top of  the coffin, 
and the casket’s six handlebars with accompanying wood-
pole fragments. 

Together, items from Bishop Maes’ life and death have 
been brought together to bring Covington’s saintly bishop 
back to life for the faithful today. 

As bishop, he was a striking figure — tall, finely built, 
of  florid complexion and black curling hair. He spoke 
seven languages fluently and possessed a perfect com-
mand of  English, enhanced only by a slight Belgian 
accent. He loved young people and had 
a special affection for children — espe-
cially orphans. 

When he first arrived in Covington, 
he found the old St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
a state of  disrepair and his growing 
flock in need of  a new house of  wor-
ship. He began the present Cathedral in 
April 1894, completing the main struc-
ture in 1901 and the façade in 1910. This 
magnificent and timeless gothic 
Cathedral Basilica stands as a testa-
ment to the vision of  a Bishop who 
wished to give the people of  Covington 
a monument of  the love of  Christ for 
souls. In his own words, “indeed, the 
message of  the Cathedral is the mes-
sage of  Christ himself.” 

When Camillus Paul Maes died on 
11 May 1915, the sound of  tolling 
church bells echoed across every city 
and town in Northern Kentucky, bid-
ding farewell to the man who gave the 
people a gothic masterpiece that would 
speak to them for centuries to come. 

The exhibit “Maes: 107 Years” runs 
May 7–31, 2022 and is on view in the 
Maes Crypt Chapel at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. For Cathedral hours, visit 
covcathedral.com.

‘Maes: 107 Years’ — an exhibit honoring  
the Diocese of Covington’s third bishop

9 
With praise and thanksgiving to the eternal Triune God,  

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington requests the honor of your presence  
at the ordination of 

A. J. Gedney 
to the sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit  

and the imposition of hands by the Most Rev. John C. Iffert, Bishop of Covington  

Friday, June 3, 6 p.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington 
The celebration will be live streamed at covcathedral.com. 

First Mass of Thanksgiving  
Saturday, June 4, 5 p.m. 
St. Paul Parish, Florence

Archives and Hainsey photos

“Maes: 107 Years,” an artifact exhibit observing the 107th anniversary of  the death of  
Bishop Camillus Maes, is on view at the Maes Crypt Chapel, Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington, May 7–31. (top left) A photo from the archives of  St. Patrick Parish, 
Maysville, of  the 1903 cornerstone blessing. (top right) A cope from the French province of  
Porcelette made in 1791 and worn by Bishop Maes. (above left) A crozier used by Bishop 
Maes. (above right) A handlebar from the original coffin which held Bishop Maes’ remains.

Archives and Hainsey photos
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

As the 2022 Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal begins to 
enter into its follow-up phase, the Messenger sat down with 
Bishop John Iffert to gather his impressions of  the appeal. 
During his 25 years as a priest, Bishop Iffert said he has 
had experience on both sides of  a dioce-
san appeal — serving on the board of  
directors, setting goals and direction for 
the appeal and as a pastor, encouraging 
parishioners to participate and receiv-
ing grants. Bishop Iffert identified sev-
eral strengths of  the Diocese of  
Covington’s DPAA. 

“It’s so well established and the peo-
ple are so generous, I think those are 
strengths,” Bishop Iffert said. 

He also praised Mike Murray, direc-
tor, Office of  Stewardship and Mission 
Services and his staff  for their hard 
work and positive energy, saying, “They 
do wonderful work.” The DPAA kick-off  
dinners, which feature a “ministry 
fair” allowing attendees to meet and 
talk with the people who provide servic-
es and the DPAA video that is shown at 
Mass, he said, are strengths. 

“Those kickoff  dinners I thought 
were really an asset, a really a wonder-
ful way to highlight the ministries … 
and the video, I think made a good case 
and showed people who are receiving 
help and what it meant to them … those 
are the strengths,” Bishop Iffert said. 

The goal for this year’s DPAA is $2.65 
million. Total commitments reported as of  March 31 were 
$2.298 million, with 14 parishes over goal. The DPAA helps 
to fund important diocesan ministries and programs 
including adoption and foster care programs; counseling 
services for parents, families and schools; assistance for 

Catholic schools; pro-life ministries; retreat programs; 
care for retired priests; seminarian and deacon formation; 
support for parish kitchens and pantries and more. Ten 
percent of  the diocesan goal is earmarked for service 
grants, which are awarded to various ministries who serve 
the poor and vulnerable in urban and rural areas. 

As in previous year’s, any 
money collected over a 
parish’s goal is rebated back 
to the parish for use in parish 
ministries. The parish rebate, 
Bishop Iffert said, is “a really 
interesting aspect of  the pro-
gram here.” 

As Bishop John Iffert gets 
to know the people, parishes, 
schools and organizations of  
the Diocese of  Covington, this 
year’s DPAA theme, “Stand 
Firm in the Lord” could be a 
lens through which the faith 
is lived. 

“The Diocese of  Covington 
is a strong and lovely 
Church,” Bishop Iffert said, 
noting especially the strong 
and consistent liturgies. “The 
people are faithful and they’re 
generous. And, the most 
important thing to them is 
passing on their faith to their 
children.” 

Bishop Iffert offered some 
specific examples that he has 
witnessed on ways the people 

of  the diocese Stand Firm in the Lord. 
When visiting St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill, he met a 

support group of  parents who were grieving because their 
children no longer practice the faith. “They support one 
another in growing in their own faith so that they can be a 

good example to their children,” he said. “They share joys 
and griefs with one another and the experiences they have 
in talking to their children … Groups of  people like that — 
coming together to do something so creative to help one 
another through what’s got to be the most painful thing in 
their life — that is standing firm. To me, that’s a tremen-
dous example.” 

Another example of  standing firm in the Lord that 
Bishop Iffert points to is the Diocese of  Covington’s school 
system. “That’s a real sacrifice, you know,” he said. 

The Diocese of  Covington is one of  only 10 dioceses in 
the United States that has a diocesan University. With the 
30 Catholic elementary schools, nine high schools and 
Thomas More University, parents in the Diocese of  
Covington can provide a Catholic education for their chil-
dren from pre-school through college. “The people, includ-
ing our parishes, who make this substantial sacrifice to 
keep our school system in place — that’s a wonderful gift 
that people give.” 

Encouragement, appreciation and prayers for the cler-
gy who serve them are another way that Bishop Iffert sees 
the people of  the diocese standing firm in the Lord. While 
meeting and getting to know the people of  the diocese, 
many have assured of  Bishop Iffert of  their prayers. “I love 
that,” Bishop Iffert said. 

A “very special joy” that Bishop Iffert said he never 
knew before becoming a bishop, comes “in hearing the 
way people love their priests and think well of  their 
priests. To hear that the priests are doing such good work 
among them … I don’t know how to describe that exactly, 
but there is just, it’s just one of  the best feelings I’ve ever 
had to know that the priests who serve the Church here are 
giving of  themselves and that that’s recognized and loved 
by people. You know, that’s amazing to me, and that’s a 
kind of  standing firm,” he said. 

Anyone who hasn’t already made a gift or pledge to the 
DPAA can make their commitment online at 
www.covdio.org. For information or assistance call Mike 
Murray at the Office of  Stewardship and Mission Services 
at (859) 392-1500.

People and pastors working, respecting and  
encouraging one another are strengths of DPAA

Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

In the fall of  last year, 2021, Pope Francis announced 
and established the current synod for the Church, called 
For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission. 

“He is inviting us to pray with one another; listen to one 
another; and together do the hard work of  discerning 
where the Holy Spirit is lead-
ing the Church,” wrote Bishop 
Iffert regarding the synod pro-
ceedings in a letter published 
in the Nov. 12, 2021 edition of  
the Messenger. Since then, the 
Diocese of  Covington devised 
a plan to best include as many 
members of  the Church as 
possible in this worldwide dis-
cussion of  faith, community 
and mission.  

Up until mid-April, diocesan organizations and parish-
es were tasked with hosting “listening sessions” for their 
Church communities, encouraging Catholics of  all walks 
of  life to approach these sessions with their concerns, 
hopes and jubilations for the Catholic Church.  

While the responses to these sessions varied, with some 
participants expressing their anxiety, concern that the 
Church will not hear them   — while others expressed 
towards the Church great gratitude: it is for certain that 
the thoughts gathered from these sessions will be valuable 
in helping the diocese, as a Church community, to grow in 
communion and faith with one another. 

According to David Cooley, co-director of  the Office of  
Catechesis and Evangelization for the Diocese of  
Covington, about 65 to 70 of  these listening sessions were 

held within the diocese during this time frame. 
Additionally, feedback for the synod was gathered online 
as well, with over 300 participants responding. 

These local-level listening sessions culminated towards 
what David Cooley referred to as a “pre-Synod assembly” 
late last March. At this larger assembly, representatives 
from around the diocese came forward to summarize the 

listening sessions and share the 
convictions of  those who attended.  

However, after all of  these 
assemblies, the question remains: 
What happens next? Dioceses 
around the nation, including the 
Diocese of  Covington, will be pro-
ducing 10-page syntheses outlining 
the information gathered from all 
assemblies. These syntheses will 
then be culminated at the national 
level, and eventually be sent to the 

Vatican for the 2023 Synod.  
“Now that being said,” said Mr. Cooley to the Messenger, 

“we do not have to wait to learn from the information we 
have learned … If  there are needs out there that people 
need to be met, we can act on it now. If  people need guid-
ance, help, or if  we see something we can implement to 
help people learn about Church teachings, we, as a diocese 
and as individual parishes, can do something now.” 

Mr. Cooley encourages parish leaders to share the infor-
mation they received from the listening sessions with 
their pastors and other parish teams to begin conversa-
tions on how parish members want to respond to the call 
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 
Mission.”

What comes next: an update on  
2023 synodal proceedings

May 13 
Visit DCCH Center for Children 
and Families, Ft. Mitchell,  
10 a.m. 

 

May 14 
Thomas More University  
baccalaureate and  
commencement, 8:30 a.m. 

 

May 15 
Mass, St. Benedict Parish, 
Covington,10 a.m. 

 

May 16 
Confirmation, St. Barbara 
Parish, Erlanger, 7 p.m. 

 

May 17 
Advisory Council meeting, 
9:30 a.m. 

Confirmation, Cristo Rey 
Parish, Florence, 7 p.m. 

 

May 18 
CCK and Province meeting, 
Louisville 

 

May 18 (continued) 
Graduation, Newport Central 
Catholic High School at 
Thomas More University,  
7 p.m. 

 

May 19 
CCK and Province meeting, 
Louisville 

Priest Holy Hour, Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 3 p.m. 

 

May 20 
Religious Superiors meeting, 
10 a.m. 

 

May 21 
Graduation, Covington Latin 
School, Cathedral Basilica,  
7 p.m. 

 

May 22 
50th jubilee celebration for 
Father David Gamm, at  
St. Joseph parish, Warsaw  
at 10 a.m.  

Graduation, Bishop Brossart 
High School at Thomas More 
University, 2 p.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule
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COMMENTARY

Managing an ascension

Maxine lives

A friend of  mine, somewhat cynical about the Church, 
recently remarked: “What the institutional church today 
is trying to do is to put its best face on the fact that it’s 
dying. Basically, it’s trying to manage a death.” 

What he’s suggesting is 
that the Church today, like 
a person struggling to 
accept a terminal diagno-
sis, is trying to reshape its 
imagination to eventually 
accommodate itself  to the 
unthinkable — its own 
dying. 

He’s right in suggesting 
that the Church today is 
trying to reshape its imagi-
nation, but he’s wrong 
about what it’s trying to 
manage. What the Church 
is trying to manage today 
is not a death, but an ascen-

sion. What needs reshaping in our imagination today is 
the same thing that needed reshaping in the imagination 
of  the first disciples in the 40 days between the 
Resurrection and the ascension. We need to understand 
again how to let go of  one body of  Christ so that it can 
ascend and we can again experience Pentecost. What’s at 
stake here? 

Among the elements within the Paschal Mystery, the 
ascension is the least understood. We are clearer about 
the meaning of  the death and resurrection of  Christ and 
the descent of  the Spirit at Pentecost. We have less under-
standing of  the ascension. 

The 40 days between the resurrection and the ascen-

sion were not a time of  unadulterated joy for the first dis-
ciples. It was a time of  some joy, but also of  considerable 
confusion, despondency and loss of  faith. In the days 
before the ascension, the disciples were overjoyed when-
ever they recognized again their risen Lord, but most of  
the time they were confused, despondent, and full of  
doubt because they were unable to recognize the new 
presence of  Christ in what was happening around them. 
At one point, they gave up completely and, as John put it, 
went back to their former way of  life, fishing and the sea. 

However, during that time, Jesus slowly reshaped their 
imaginations. Eventually they grasped the fact that some-
thing had died, but that something else, far richer, had 
been born, and that now they needed to give up clinging 
to the way Jesus had formerly been present to them so 
that he could be present to them in a new way. 

The theology and spirituality of  the ascension is 
essentially contained in these words: refuse to cling to 
what once was, let it go so that you can now recognize the 
new life you are already living and receive its spirit. The 
synoptic gospels teach this to us in their pictorial render-
ing of  the ascension, where a bodily Jesus blesses every-
one and then rises physically out of  their sight. John 
gives us the same theology but in a different picture. He 
does this in his description of  the encounter on Easter 
morning between Jesus and Mary Magdala when Jesus 
says, “Mary don’t cling to me!” 

Today, the Church is trying to manage an ascension, 
not a death. I can easily see where my friend can be con-
fused because every ascension presupposes a death and a 
birth, and that can be confusing. So where, really, is the 
Church today? 

Edward Schillebeeckx once suggested that we are liv-
ing in that same despondency that was felt by the early 

disciples between Jesus’ death and their realization of  his 
resurrection. We are feeling what they felt, doubt and 
confusion on the road to Emmaus. The Christ we once 
knew has been crucified and we cannot yet recognize the 
Christ who is walking with us, more alive than before, 
though in a new way. Hence, just as those first disciples 
on the road to Emmaus, we also frequently walk with 
faces downcast, in a confused faith, needing Christ to 
appear in a new guise to reshape our imaginations so that 
we can recognize him as he is now present to us. 

I think Schillebeeckx is right about this, except that I 
would put it in another way. The Church today is in that 
time between the resurrection and the ascension, feeling 
considerable despondency, with its imagination attuned 
to a former understanding of  Christ, unable to recognize 
Christ clearly in the present moment. For many of  us 
who grew up in a particular understanding of  the faith, 
our former understanding of  Christ has been crucified. 
But, Christ is not dead. The Church is not dead. Both 
Jesus and the Church are very much alive, walking with 
us, slowly reshaping our imaginations, reinterpreting the 
Scriptures for us, telling us again: Wasn’t it necessary 
that the Christ (and the Church) should so suffer …. 

For many of  us today, to live in faith is to be in that 
time between the death of  Christ and the ascension, vac-
illating between joy and despondency, trying to manage 
an ascension. 

On the road of  faith, there’s always bad news and good 
news. The bad news is that invariably our understanding 
of  Christ gets crucified. The good news is that Christ is 
always very much alive, present to us still, and in a deep-
er way. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 
and award-winning author.
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Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Somewhere along the way, Mary Lucille Hopkins 
Smith, my sainted mother, looked me squarely in the eye, 
assumed the appropriate left-hand-on-hip posture and said; 
“Always remember son, when you point an accusing finger 
at someone, you have three fingers pointing right back at 

you!” Maybe you have expe-
rienced and, hopefully, 
learned from the same sim-
ple lesson. I keep trying. 

It’s amazing how so 
many of  my mother’s one-
liners and reminders keep 
coming back to me out of  
the blue, especially when 
needed. How about “Two 
wrongs don’t make a right!” 
“Waste not, want not!” 
“You’ll miss me when I’m 
gone.” Hello guilt trip and 
solemn truth. I do miss you, 
Mom, every single day. And 

this tongue-in-cheek beauty, “Thanks,’til you’re better 
paid.” It always makes me grin. 

These thoughts and memories erupted when, a few days 
ago, one of  my favorite computer angels reintroduced me 
to “Maxine,” the comic book character created by the now 
retired (but still working) John Walker. Research revealed 
that John’s fertile mind and imagination gave birth to 
“her” in 1986 for the “Shoebox Greetings” card line and 
that he based the character on his mother, grandmother 
and maiden aunts who raised him. Interesting. 

“Maxine” lives, truly. Maybe you’ll be convinced as we 
move on. That name, pronounced “maxSEEN,” is of  Latin 
origin and the meaning is “greatness.” Even though I have 
not experienced droves of  her humorous greeting card 
messages, I must say that they are some of  the greatest 

anecdotes I’ve ever read. 
Please allow me to share: “If  each day is a gift, I’d like 

to know where to return Mondays.” “It’s National Fire 
Prevention Day ... I’m doing my part by not cooking.” “I’m 
as American as apple pie, if  you don’t mind a little ‘extra 
crust.’” “Thank goodness for Halloween. It gives me a 
chance to get rid of  my Easter candy.” 

Our “Maxine” friend is a grumpy fictional grandmoth-
er type who has never met a holiday, birthday or special 
occasion she didn’t want to say something “snarky” about. 
I’m in a good mood, so don’t bother to look up “snarky.” 
Try this on for size. “Snarky is a well-known expression 
which describes someone who can be ‘critical in an indi-
rect or mocking way.’” Think “being bad-tempered or irri-
table before one’s nap.” So much for your brief  introduc-
tion to an amazing character. Please peruse, as I did with 
much interest as a fellow “Senior,” Maxine’s most recent 
sharing: 

Senior citizens are constantly being criticized for every 
conceivable deficiency of  the modern world, real or imagi-
nary. We know we take responsibility for all we have done 
and do not try to blame others. However, upon reflection, 
we would like to point out that it was not Senior Citizens 
who took: 

— The melody out of  music; 
— The pride out of  appearance; 
— The courtesy out of  driving; 
— The romance out of  love; 
— The commitment out of  marriage; 
— The responsibility out of  parenthood; 
— The togetherness out of  family; 
— The learning out of  education; 
— The service out of  patriotism; 
— The Golden Rule from rulers; 
— The nativity scene out of  cities; 
— The civility out of  behavior; 

— The refinement out of  language; 
— The dedication out of  employment; 
— The prudence out of  spending; 
— The ambition out of  achievement or 
— God out of  government and school. 
And we certainly are not the ones who eliminated 

patience and tolerance from personal relationships and 
interactions with others. And we do understand the mean-
ing of  patriotism, and remember those who have fought 
and died for our country. Just look at the Seniors with 
tears in their eyes and pride in their hearts as they stand 
at attention with hands over their hearts as the American 
flag passes by in a parade. 

Yes, I’m a Senior Citizen! I’m the life of  the party ... 
even when it lasts until 8 p.m. I’m very good at opening 
childproof  caps ... with a hammer. I’m awake many hours 
before my body allows me to get up. I’m smiling all the 
time because I can’t hear a thing you’re saying. I’m sure 
everything I can’t find is in a safe, secure place somewhere. 
I’m wrinkled, saggy and lumpy, and that’s just my left leg. 
I’m beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps. Yes, 
I’m a Senior Citizen and I think I am having the time of  
my life! 

Thank you, dear “Maxine” and may you, your creators 
and all of  us rest in peace some day. 

Footnote: Seniors need not sit back, just point fingers, 
criticize and complain with a “Let George do it” attitude. 
The world needs our support and good example. This note 
is to praise Thomas More University’s “Be The Change” 
program. The current push is for Ethical Leadership. 
There is no age limit connected to integrity, honesty, kind-
ness, authenticity, empathy. We are never too old to prac-
tice what we preach, communicate, listen, choose wisely 
and learn. Kudos to TMU! Thank you! 

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 
the Diocese of  Covington.

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          May 13, 2022  5 

COMMENTARY

Responding when  
the immigration crisis comes to us

You may have seen news accounts in recent weeks of  
buses of  immigrants arriving in the Washington area 
from Texas. Catholic Charities DC has played a signifi-

cant role in receiving and 
welcoming these people 
who come here with papers 
to be supported by family 
and friends during difficult 
times. There are differing 
views on immigration, so I 
want to say a word about 
how and why we at 
Catholic Charities are 
involved. 

There are really two 
issues. The first is border 
security, which I believe is 
important. I think most of  
us believe that we cannot 

have wide-open borders for those who come our way. 
The second is the humanitarian crises. People come to 

us from different countries because the situation in their 
homeland is exceedingly difficult and often dangerous. 
Many worry every single day about the safety of  their 
children because of  the violence perpetrated throughout 
those regions. 

Most people love their homeland and would prefer not 
to leave, but they endure the difficulties and pain of  sepa-
ration because they feel they have no other option. Life 
for them in their home countries has become unbearable 
because of  the danger inflicted upon them and especially 
their children, so they do whatever they need to do to get 

to a safer place. 
This is a “both/and” situation. We need both border 

security and a humane response to those who come seek-
ing asylum in our country because they face potential 
death for themselves and their children. 

During Holy Week, Catholic Charities DC received 
calls from Catholic Charities USA about a bus coming 
our way from Texas, sent by Gov. Greg Abbott and non-
profits in the state, transporting about 30 immigrants 
looking for safety and security in our country. Eighteen of  
the people on the bus were met by family and friends and 
immediately left with them to begin their new lives. 
Twelve needed more support, which we stepped in to pro-
vide. This included bus fare to other cities where they 
had family or friends, gift cards to help provide inciden-
tals while they traveled, clothing, and more. One baby 
had only a diaper on. We provided a few toys as well. 

Our team humanely greeted these individuals who 
came here without homes or possessions. I was so proud 
of  our staff  who greeted two more buses over the next 
two days. From those first three buses, we helped 74 peo-
ple start to find their way and more buses have continued 
arriving since then. 

I do have some concerns. We felt that the federal and 
city government needed to step forward to take a bigger 
role assisting those in need. Politics were a part of  those 
decisions but fortunately other nonprofits joined us in 
offering support. 

We simply do not have the bandwidth to be responsi-
ble for every single bus coming here, especially as other 
nonprofits in Texas consider sending more buses. We do 

Prodigal‘Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and  

God is glorified in him’
Ever since I first saw it years ago, a painting from the 

St. John’s manuscript bible has been my favorite parable 
illustration. In it a bearded man in sandals and a flowing 
white robe is running downhill, arms flung wide. His 

exuberance is accented by 
the multicolor tunic in his 
left hand; it is billowing 
like a sail in the wind as 
he races to enfold a thin, 
young man heading 
toward him. The youth is 
dressed in ragged clothes 
the color of  the dirt road 
under his bare feet. In the 
distance behind the young 
man is a herd of  pigs. 

If  you’ve guessed this 
depicts the prodigal father 
(or son, as most call it), 
you’re right. This iconic 
scene is just one of  a clus-

ter of  paintings Donald Jackson has grouped together on 
one page, all showing some aspect of  God’s compassion. 
In the mix are represented the stories of  the woman who 
lost her coin, the shepherd who left 99 sheep to find the 
lost one, the good Samaritan, and others. 

Of  all these images, the prodigal father with out-
stretched arms says the most to me about God. For me it 
is a foreshadowing of  the outstretched arms of  Christ on 
the cross. God’s mercy and forgiveness is greater than all 
the waywardness of  any one person — greater than that 
of  all of  humanity from the beginning of  time. 

The father in the Gospel story embraced his wayward 
son with no questions; his mercy was amazing. He had to 
know that he would be greatly criticized by his peers for 
his undignified running to welcome his “worthless son.” 
In addition, the son paid a big price in many ways. The 
unfortunate traveler would find that no one’s mercy 
would be as deep and extensive as his father’s. From the 
cross, however, Jesus teaches us that God’s mercy and 
compassion is infinitely beyond that — it is immeasura-
ble. Does this hold special meaning for us? 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus said aloud on the 
cross “Father, forgive them; they know not what they 
do.”? I have. 

Jesus already knew that he and his Father had forgiv-
en the perpetrators. I think he may have prayed for for-
giveness out loud for our instruction, telling us that we 
too must pray that prayer. Do we? Have we ever said it 
when someone hurts, slanders or overlooks us? On the 
other hand, how often do we try to see the other side of  
that pain? Have we ever looked at ourselves and won-
dered if  we did something to cause the negative response 
or if  there was anything we could have done to improve 
the interaction? 

Forgiveness is a complex gift involving both giving 
and receiving. The images of  Christ on the cross and the 
running prodigal father both show arms thrown wide, an 
act that makes a person highly vulnerable. It is, though, a 
position that allows both giving and receiving. To do 
either demands some kind of  change from us, making 
space for what someone is giving us of  themselves and/or 
giving up something of  our own ideas or attitude. 

In our day-to-day living, how often and how widely do 
we open our heart? How prodigal are we? I’ve wondered 
about the wayward son after the Gospel story. Did he 
carry a sense of  guilt for what he did? How much under-
standing did he have for what he cost his father? Did he 
and his older brother ever begin to understand and for-
give each other? 

Jesus, unlike the son in the parable, knew what would 
result from the choices he made. He would not just be 
criticized, he would die like a terrible criminal, yet the 
mercy and compassion he had for his enemies was not 
just amazing, it was infinite. It was beyond human com-
prehension. We, like the son in the Gospel story, have to 
live knowing how far from God our sinful behavior car-
ried us. Unlike that nameless son, however, our faith tells 
us that we can always turn back. We know that the love of  
this heavenly Father has no limit. 

These thoughts led me to develop a poem I’ll share for 
what it’s worth: 

“Running to his son, arms flung wide, a father’s love 
heals broken pride; 

“Hanging from the cross, arms flung wide, love and 
mercy crucified; death is denied 

“Father, Mother God, love flung wide.” 
Benedictine Sister Collen Winston is a professed member 

of  the Benedictine Sisters of  St. Walburg Monastery, Villa 
Hills, Ky. Her commentary was first published on the com-

The readings for the fifth Sunday of  Easter — 
Cycle “C” are: Acts 14:21-27; Revelations 21:1-5a; and 
John 13:31-33a, 34-35. 

It is clear from Scripture that God thinks differently 
than human beings. God states it explicitly in the book of  
Isaiah: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts” (Isiah 55:9.) But it is just as obvious 
in Jesus’ teaching in the Gospels, for instance calling 

“blessed” things that we 
consider to be misfortune 
or even evil: “Blessed are 
the poor ...; Blessed are 
those who mourn ...; 
Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake.” 

So, when we hear the 
words “glorify” and “glo-
rified” in today’s Gospel, 
we can expect that they 
might mean something 
different than what we 
usually mean by them. 
When we use the word 
glory, of  course, we think 

of  honors and medals, trophies and championships and 
acclaim. Winston’s dictionary gives these words as the 
first meaning of  glory: “distinction; fame; renown; 
honor; adoring praise.” For us, glory is: 1) something that 
comes to a person from others, 2) as a result of, or reward 
for (in other words, after), winning or achieving. 

The word glory in Scripture, as it refers to God (which 
it primarily does), is something else. First, glory is not 
something that comes to God from others, but something 
that comes from God himself. (Yes, human beings can 
“give” God glory, but that is not meant literally in 
Scripture; it means that we are recognizing and acclaim-
ing who God is.) Second, it comes, not as a result of  any-
thing that God does, but as a result of  who God is. 

So what is God’s glory, and what does it mean for the 
Son of  Man to be glorified, and for God to be glorified in 
him? 

A good place to begin to understand what glory means 
is with the word “holy,” — “kodesh” in Hebrew. (It can be 
spelled variously in English.) The root of  this word car-
ries the idea of  “separate,” in the sense of  “set apart” or 
“other.” In other words, God, in God’s nature, is totally 
other than we. (“For as the heavens are higher ...” “You 
alone are the holy one ...”) 

If  that is true, then we can never know or see God 
directly, at least, not here on earth. (Perhaps in heaven — 
remember John’s first letter: “... it does not yet appear 
what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”) 

The Catechism puts it this way: “The holiness of  God 
is the inaccessible center of  his eternal mystery.” (2809) 
What we see in the world is not God’s holiness, but the 
effects of  God working, that show who God is. What we 
see is God’s glory. As we read in the Catechism: “What is 
revealed of  it [God’s holiness] in creation and history, 
Scripture calls ‘glory,’ the radiance of  his majesty.” (2809) 

In the Old Testament we often see amazing and won-
derful works: lightning and thunder, the Red Sea divided, 
etc. They reveal God’s unsurpassable power over creation 
and all creatures. There are many verses in the Old 
Testament that speak of  God’s “mighty deeds” done by 
his “mighty arm” or “powerful right hand.” We cannot 
directly see God’s power (one aspect of  his holiness), but 
we can see God’s powerful deeds — God’s glory. 

There is more to God than might and power, though, 
and this we see most clearly in Jesus. As the author of  
the letter to the Hebrews begins, “In many and various 
ways God spoke of  old to our fathers by the prophets; but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son ... [who] 
reflects the glory of  God and bears the very stamp of  his 
nature ...” (Heb 1:1-3) 

Msgr. John Enzler

GUEST

Sister Collen Winston, 
O.S.B

VIEWPOINT

Father Stephen Bankemper

GO AND GLORIFY

(Continued on page 13) (Continued on page 13)
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We Choose Life Committee 
Contributor 

In the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization now 
pending before the Supreme Court, the Court is considering whether to 
overturn Roe v. Wade. This article will respond to four pro-choice argu-
ments for why Roe should not be overturned. 

Argument #1: Roe shouldn’t be overturned because it correctly held 
that the Constitution includes a right to abortion. 

Response: The Constitution does not contain a 
right to abortion — that “right” was created by 
activist judges in Roe. 

In Roe the Court declared, for the first time, that 
the Constitution impliedly contains a general right 
to privacy and that this right to privacy includes the 
right to abortion. In reality, neither a general right to 
privacy nor a right to abortion is included in the 
Constitution’s text, history, structure or tradition. 
Translation: Roe invented the abortion right. 

Roe was so poorly reasoned that even leading 
pro-choice scholars decry it as a terrible opinion. 
John Hart Ely, former Stanford Law School dean, 
wrote that Roe “was not constitutional law and gave 
almost no appearance of an obligation to try to be.” 
And Edward Lazarus, former law clerk to Roe’s 
author, wrote: “As a matter of constitutional interpre-
tation and judicial method, Roe borders on the indefensible … A constitu-
tional right to privacy broad enough to include abortion has no meaning-
ful foundation in constitutional text, history, or precedent…” 

Worse still, Roe did not even answer the critical question of when 
human life begins — yet it nonetheless legalized abortion in all nine 
months of pregnancy, for any reason. It also incorrectly concluded (with-
out reasoning) that the unborn are not “persons” under the 14th 
Amendment and thus have no right to life. This assertion ignored the fact 
that the word “person” was understood to include the unborn at the time 
the Amendment was ratified, when 30 of the 37 states prohibited abor-
tion. 

Argument #2: Roe shouldn’t be overturned because its “viability 
rule” properly prohibited states from outlawing abortion before viability. 

Response: The viability rule is fatally flawed, for several reasons. 

First, nothing in the Constitution’s text or history supports tying the 
abortion right to viability. Rather, our history is one of prohibiting abortion 
long before viability. When the 14th Amendment was ratified, 27 of the 30 
states with laws against abortion prohibited it before “quickening,” from 6 
to 12 weeks before viability. 

Second, the viability rule is illogical. The Court claimed that viability is 
important because it is supposedly the moment when the child is capa-
ble of living “independently.” This is both factually inaccurate (no newborn 
lives “independently” in any meaningful sense) and illogical. Either one is a 
“person” under the 14th Amendment with the right to life, or one is not. 
One does not “become” a person by gaining a certain degree of inde-
pendence. 

Third, the viability rule is arbitrary. The competing interests at stake — 
a woman’s interest in obtaining an abortion and a state’s interest in pro-
tecting unborn lives — are the same before and after viability. Drawing a 
haphazard viability line with no basis in the Constitution constitutes 
improper legislating from the bench. 

Fourth, viability is a shifting medical standard. Roe pegged viability at 
24–28 weeks, but medical advances have since allowed babies as young 
as 22 weeks to survive pre-term births. Since viability is not a fixed med-
ical standard, it should not be a fixed judicial standard. 

Fifth, the viability rule is anti-democratic because it prevents states 

from passing laws that are in step with medical advances concerning via-
bility. 

Argument #3: Overturning Roe would violate the legal principle of 
“stare decisis.” 

Response: Incorrect, for several reasons. 

First, pro-choicers promote the idea that once cases are decided, stare 
decisis (Latin for “to stand by things already decid-
ed”) means they can never be overturned. But 
that’s not what it means; it means that they should 
be overturned only for very important reasons. 
Chief among those reasons is when the case was 
wrongly decided in the first instance. 

For example, the 1896 case of Plessy v. 
Ferguson held that racial segregation was constitu-
tional. But the 1954 decision in Brown v. Board 
reversed Plessy precisely because it was incorrectly 
decided. No one argues that Brown violated stare 
decisis, because we recognize that proper respect 
for the Constitution not only allows, but occasional-
ly demands, overturning precedent. And indeed, 
the Court has struck down its own decisions over 
230 times. 

Second, abortion supporters claim that Roe is 
a “super precedent,” a court decision that is 
allegedly stronger than normal precedent, and 

truly can never be overturned, supposedly because it settled the national 
controversy about abortion. But there is no such thing as a “super prece-
dent.” There is only precedent, and no precedent is irreversible. Justices 
swear to support the Constitution, not a prior Court’s interpretation of the 
Constitution. 

Third, although the Court has developed a six-factor test for stare 
decisis, abortion proponents seize on only one: reliance. They assert that 
Roe must stay because women now “rely” on abortion’s availability. But 
stare decisis means respect for settled precedent, and abortion is perhaps 
the least settled issue in our law. 

Argument #4: If Roe is overturned, it will be because Trump-appoint-
ed justices imposed their political and religious beliefs. 

Response: It’s true that with the abortion issue, one side is imposing 
an unscientific moral view and substituting its political views for the 
Constitution. But which side? Hint: It’s not the conservative justices. 

First, the conservative justices accept the scientific fact that the 
unborn child is a living human being, while the liberal justices stubbornly 
deny it. Accepting the science isn’t a “religious position,” as pro-choicers 
claim; it’s a rational position that anyone — believer or non-believer — 
can reach. By contrast, denying the science in order to conclude through 
judicial fiat that abortion does not kill a living human being is the very 
definition of imposing a moral belief. 

Second, the conservative justices follow a method of constitutional 
interpretation that requires them to interpret the Constitution as it is, not 
as they would like it to be. This “originalism” approach thus restrains them 
from inserting their own political opinions. 

By contrast, the liberal justices take a different approach: “living con-
stitutionalism.” That method allows them to interpret the Constitution not 
as it is but as they think it should be — often consulting contemporary 
societal attitudes — and thus unleashes them to implement their own 
political views. And that is exactly what happened in Roe: liberal justices 
substituted their own political views for the Constitution. 

It’s ironic, therefore, that pro-choicers are quick to accuse conserva-
tive justices of politicizing abortion. In reality, reversing Roe would undo 
perhaps the most transparently political decision in the Supreme Court’s 
history.

We  
Choose  

Life

Mission Statement 
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop, 
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of 
human life from conception to natural death 
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy 
and education.

Pro-Life 
Office 
of the Diocese of Covington

Overturning Roe: A response to  
pro-choice arguments in Dobbs v. Jackson

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,  
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/  or call (859) 392-1500.

Resources Websites 

dobbscase.com — A nationwide prayer ini-
tiative for the unborn and for the Supreme 
Court as it reconsiders abortion law in 
America. Recordings and transcripts of the 
oral arguments of the Dobbs case before 
the Supreme Court, plus other case details, 
facts about fetal development, prenatal 
medical and scientific advances and more. 

prayfordobbs.com — Catholic and ecu-
menical prayers and resources for commu-
nity engagement and action as we await 
the Court’s decision. The USCCB encourages 
all to participate.

Prayer for the Supreme Court 
Holy Trinity, Source of Life and Truth, we 
entrust our nation to You. We ask for mercy 
for the decades of legalized abortion that 
have been permitted in our land and for 
healing for all those who have been wound-
ed by it. We ask that the sacredness of every 
human life would be protected and upheld 
both in law and in culture. In a special way 
we commend to you the Justices of the 
Supreme Court. Please grant them clarity, 
wisdom, and courage to judge according to 
truth and right reason. Overthrow, at last, by 
Your power, the scourge of abortion in our 
land and usher in a new era of protection for 
the unborn. By the power of Christ’s Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection, may Your justice be 
established on earth. Amen. 

— The Archdiocese of New York

Roe v. Wade and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey haunt 
our country. They have no basis 

in the Constitution. They have no 
home in our history or traditions. 
They’ve damaged the democratic 
process. They’ve poisoned the law. 
They’ve choked off compromise. 
For 50 years, they’ve kept this Court 
at the center of a political battle 
that it can never resolve. And 50 
years on, they stand alone. 
Nowhere else does this Court recog-
nize a right to end a human life. 
The Constitution places its trust in 
the people. On hard issue after hard 
issue, the people make this country 
work. Abortion is a hard issue. It 
demands the best from all of us, not 
a judgment by just a few of us. 
When an issue affects everyone 
and when the Constitution does not 
take sides on it, it belongs to the 
people. 

— Scott G. Stewart. Mississippi 
solicitor general, from the oral 
arguments before the 
Supreme Court 
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

Over 700 guests attended the CareNet Pregnancy 
Services of  Northern Kentucky’s annual “Changing, 
Healing, Saving Lives” banquet, May 5. CareNet operates 
three pregnancy care centers in Northern Kentucky — 
Florence, Cold Springs and Williamstown — offering no 
cost pregnancy testing and ultrasounds to women, espe-
cially women facing an untimely pregnancy. CareNet is a 
pro-life partner of  the Diocese 
of  Covington that helped to 
sponsor the banquet as an 
Education Partner. Faye Roch, 
director, and Peggy Piccola, 
assistant director, of  the 
Diocese of  Covington’s Pro-
Life Office, attended the ban-
quet. 

Pam Stenzel, founder of  
Enlighten Communications 
and senior regional director 
for Florida’s Community 
Pregnancy Clinics, was the 
guest speaker. In her serious, 
yet humorous, talk Ms. 
Stenzel shared her experi-
ences as a school educator on 
sexual risk avoidance, speak-
ing candidly about the conse-
quences of  sex outside mar-
riage, including sexually 
transmitted diseases and the 
physical and emotional 
impact. 

She scoffs at public health 
officials who say “abstinence 
doesn’t work.” 

“Abstinence works 
99.99999999 percent of  the 
time,” Ms. Stenzel said. “The 
only time it didn’t work, we 
had Christmas,” referring to 
the virgin birth of  Jesus. 

Ms. Stenzel praised 
CareNet and all pregnancy 
care centers who walk with 
women during the difficult 

moments when they are struggling with the knowledge 
that they are pregnant. They don’t need someone telling 
them to harm their child, she said. What women need are 
free resources and health care that can help them under-
stand their situation — a pregnancy test, an ultrasound 
and sexual transmitted disease testing. 

For information on CareNet Pregnancy Services of  
Northern Kentucky visit carenetnky.org.

CareNet Pregnancy Services of NKY welcomes 
record crowd to annual banquet

(from left) Faye Roch, director, Diocese of  Covington’s Pro-Life Office, with Pam Stenzel, 
founder of  Enlighten Communications and senior regional director for Florida’s 
Community Pregnancy Clinics, and Lyndi Zembrodt, executive director, Care Net 
Pregnancy Services of  Northern KY, at CareNet’s annual “Changing, Healing, Saving 
Lives” banquet, May 5.

Keener photo 

NCC-bred Father Paul Prabell returns to cele-
brate golden jubilee 

Father Paul Prabell celebrated Mass, May 6, at Newport 
Central Catholic High School. Father Prabell is a retired 
priest from the Diocese of  Lexington and a 1964 graduate 
of  Newport Catholic. He is celebrating his 50th jubilee this 
year and came back to his alma mater to be with the stu-
dent body.  
Father Prabell spoke of  the power of  the “school spirit” of  
Newport Central Catholic. He told the students that they 
will carry that spirit with them all their lives and to call 
upon it as a source of  strength. 
He shared these words that were shared with him and his 
classmates at Newport Catholic by teacher and coach Jim 
Connor, “A friend is someone who wants you to go to heav-
en. A friend is someone who will help you go to heaven.” 
He added, “Choose trustable friends, and be a trustable 
friend.” 
The Mass was celebrated at St. Therese Parish, Southgate, 
with Father Ross Kelsch, NCCHS chaplain and Father 
Doug Lauer (’82), pastor, concelebrating. Deacon Bill Theis 
(’62) assisted.
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Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Elderly Christians are called to be 
consistent in their faith, otherwise they risk becoming a 
sign of  hypocrisy for future generations, Pope Francis 
said. 

Addressing elderly men and women present at 
his weekly general audience May 4, the pope urged 
them to “please be attentive to young people, they 
are watching us.” 

“Young people are watching us. And our consis-
tency can open a beautiful path of  life for them,” he 
said. On the other hand, “hypocrisy can do so much 
damage.” 

The pope, who suffers from a torn ligament in 
his knee, remained seated in his popemobile while 
greeting pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square. In 
an interview with the Italian newspaper Corriere 
della Sera published May 3, the pope said he is 
receiving therapeutic injections to alleviate the 
pain in his right knee. 

Before concluding the audience, Pope Francis 
apologized for being unable to greet newlyweds per-
sonally and said he hoped the problem with his 
knee would “pass soon and I can go to you in future 
audiences.” 

The pope continued his series of  talks dedicated 
to the meaning and value of  “old age” and reflected 
on the biblical figure of  Eleazar, an elderly 
Maccabean who was killed for refusing to eat meat 
sacrificed to idols. 

His example, the pope said, gives witness to “the 
special relationship that exists between the fidelity of  old 
age and the honor of  faith.” 

“The honor of  faith periodically comes under pressure, 
even violent pressure, from the culture of  the rulers, who 

seek to debase it by treating it as an archaeological find, an 
old superstition, an anachronistic obsession,” he said. 

Even when asked to “pretend to eat the meat without 
actually doing so,” he added, Eleazar refused to dishonor 
his faith and risk scandalizing younger generations in 
exchange for “a handful of  days.” 

“An old man who has lived in the coherence of  his faith 
for a whole lifetime, and who now adapts himself  to feign-
ing repudiation of  it, condemns the new generation to 
thinking that the whole faith has been a sham, an outer 

covering that can be abandoned, imagining that it can be 
preserved interiorly,” the pope said. 

Older people who accept “that the practice of  faith is 
irrelevant” also risk teaching young people to give in to 
gnosticism, he said, by making them believe that faith 
“can be faked or concealed because it is not particularly 

important for life.” 
The gnostic interpretation of  faith, he 

added, “nullifies the realism of  Christian 
faith.” 

“Christian faith is not just about reciting 
the creed, it means thinking about the creed, 
it means feeling the creed and doing the 
creed,” the pope explained. 

“Instead, this gnostic proposal says, ‘Just 
pretend; the important thing is that you have 
spirituality within you and then you can do 
whatever you want.’ And this is not Christian. 
It is the first heresy of  the gnostics, which is 
very fashionable these days in so many spiri-
tuality centers and such,” he said. 

Pope Francis encouraged older Christians 
to give witness to the faith in a way that 
“shows the concrete signs of  God in the life of  
the community and resists the perversions of  
the mind through the gestures of  the body.” 

“Perhaps it is up to us older people — and 
there are some present here — to give faith 
back its honor,” the pope said. “The practice 
of  faith is not the symbol of  our weakness, 
but rather the sign of  its strength.” 

“Faith deserves respect and honor,” he 
added. “We will show, in all humility and firmness, precise-
ly in our old age, that believing is not something ‘for old 
people.’ And the Holy Spirit, who makes all things new, 
will gladly help us.”

Elderly must set example of faith for young people, pope says

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Pope Francis greets children during his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at 
the Vatican May 4, 2022.



The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following chan-
nels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 
517; and DirectTV 25. 

Bishop Brossart High School men and women golf out-
ings, A J Jolly Golf  Course includes 18 holes with cart, 

breakfast, lunch and dinner. Ladies outing, June 16, cost $90; 
call 781-4337 for reservations. Men’s outing, June 17, cost 
$100; call 635-4657 for reservations. 

Join the Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, June 1, 6:31 
p.m., at UC Health Stadium for the Florence Y’alls. Tickets 
$10 each; the Serra Club keeps $5 for its ministry. Tickets 
may be purchased from Serra Club members, or online, 
https://www.ticketreturn.com/ enter the code “SerraClub” 
in the special offer code field. Call 392-1500 or e-mail mmur-
ray@covdio.org for information. 

Candlelight Mass and Young Adult Social, May 20, Mother 
of  God Parish, Covington, 7 p.m. 

Upcoming Mornings of Reflection with Father 
Conor Kunath: May 21 at St. Patrick Parish, 
Maysville, from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  June 18 at St. 
Thomas Parish, Fort Thomas, from 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM   

50th anniversary ordination celebration for Father 
David Gamm, May 22, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Parish, 
Warsaw. A reception will follow in the Church Hall. 
RSVP to 567-2425. 

Swing Dance for Young Adults, May 28, 7 p.m., St. Bernard 
Parish, Dayton, Garvey Hall. A lesson will begin at 7 p.m. (so 
don’t be afraid to come if  you’ve never done it before!) 
Contact dmsb.nickolas@gmail.com. 

Flea Market, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, 8 
a.m.–3 p.m., June 3-4, Noll Hall. Free admission and 
parking. Call 341-6609. 

“New Manna Retreat,” June 4, Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Ft. Mitchell. Father Thomas Picchioni will 
explore the four different faces of  the Real Manna 

come down from heaven and how each comes with a 
different understanding, response and relationship. 
Registration: 8– 8:30 a.m.; retreat 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.  
No cost to attend; free will offering accepted. RSVP 
appreciated, e-mail 
sproutingstumpministries@gmail.com or call/text 
(859) 803-8890. Eligible for 8 CEUs. 

Holy Cross District High School is hosting basketball  
summer camps. Girls basketball camp, June 6–9, 9–11:30 
a.m., for girls entering grades 5–8; 1–3:30 p.m. for girls enter-
ing grades 1–4. Cost is $70; register at hchscov.com/girls–bas-
ketball. Boys basketball camp, June 13–16, 9–11:30 a.m., for 
boys entering grades 6–9; 12:30–3 p.m., boys entering grades 
2–5. Cost $75,  
register at hchscov.com/boys–basketball. 

Bishop Brossart High School sports summer camps: Girls 
basketball, June 13–16, 8:30–11:30 a.m. grades 2–9; Boys bas-
ketball, June 20–23, 8:30–11:30 a.m., grades 2–9; Girls/Boys 
volleyball, July 11–13, 8:30–11:30 a.m.; Youth baseball, June 7–
9, 9 a.m.–noon; Girls soccer, May 31–June 2, 8:30–11a.m., 
grades  
Pre K–8; Boys soccer, July 11–13, 8:30–11a.m., grades pre–K–8. 
Visit bishopbrossart.org/summer-camps. 

Bishop Brossart High School drama camp, presents 
Disney Frozen Kids. Auditions are June 9, 3:30–5:30 p.m. and 
June 11, 10 a.m.–noon. Camp is June 13–17, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.; per-
formance, June 18, 3 p.m. Visit bishopbrossart.org/events. 

Religious Freedom Week 2022 begins June 22, the 
Feast of  Saints Thomas More and John Fisher. The 
United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops invites 
Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to promote religious 
freedom. Learn more at https://www.usccb.org/com-
mittees/ religious-liberty. 
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

St. Pius X School ‘On the Fly’ 
St. Pius X School, Edgewood, “On the Move” Club ran in the Children’s 26th Mile, part of  the Flying Pig Marathon. The 
“On the Move” Club meets twice a week in the mornings before school and runs laps in the gym incrementally completing 
a full marathon distance over time. This year the club completed a total of  746 miles run.

Commonwealth at work 
St. Paul School, Florence, 4th grade students visited Frankfort to learn how state government works.

Newport Central Catholic High School chapter of 
the National Honor Society announced the new 
executive board and new members for the 2022–
2023 school year: Jocelyn Bin, Madelyn Dee, 
Kailey Gearding, Emma Krebs and Alyssa 
Smith. 

The following new members were inducted in the 
NCCHS NHS:  
Junior — Sara Daye 
Sophomores —Emma Michele Beck, Kara Anna 
Marie Bleser, Savannah Browning, Benjamin 
Michael Bucher, Ryan Desmond, Brady 
Diedenhofer, Rachel Glaser, Delaney Green, 
Griffin Hatfield, Samantha E. Howard, Nora 
Kelly, Tyler Kevill, Ellie Lyn Krallman, Gweneth 
Kramer, Samuel Thomas Krebs, Ethan 
McMahon, Katlyn C. Schmitt, Jill Schneider, 
Lucy Simons, Kolton Joseph Smith, Morgan 
Wagner, August West and Christian Woods. 
Membership is based on the four pillars of the 
National Honor Society: Character, Service, 
Leadership, and Scholarship. The faculty advisory 
committee reviewed applications and chose to 
induct these students because of their high level of 
achievement in each of the four categories. 
Congratulations to all new members and officers. 
NCCHS welcomed 42 students into SHH, which is a 
national honor society that recognizes students 
with high achievement in Spanish language studies:    
Seniors — Amaya Hope Fillhardt, Kaidyn Ann-
Marie Posey, Alyssa Lehmkuhl and Jada Anne 
Vice 
Junior — Sofia Rodriguez  
Sophomores — Emma Michele Beck, Kara Anna 
Marie Bleser, Emma J. Boden, Savannah 
Browning, Benjamin Michael Bucher, Audrey 
Carranza, Emma Cleves, Ryan Desmond, Brady 
Diedenhofer, Serena Drury, Caleb Eaglin, 
Rachel Glaser, Delaney Green, Griffin Hatfield, 
Grace Heck, Samantha E. Howard, Nora Kelly, 
Tyler Kevill, Ellie Lyn Krallman, Gweneth 
Kramer, Samuel Thomas Krebs, Ethan 
McMahon, Reilly McMahon, Austen Perdue, 
Genevieve Rafferty, Kori Reckers, Ava Roeder, 
Owen Roeder, Katlyn C. Schmitt, Jill Schneider, 
Lucy Simons, Kolton Joseph Smith, Mikayla 
Spangler, Alicia Stewart, Morgan Wagner, 
August West and Christian Woods. 
 
St. Patrick High School, Maysville, was well repre-
sented at the Kentucky Future Business Leaders of 
America State Conference, Louisville, April 11–13. 
Winners included: Faith Comer, Rose Fryman, 
Allison Hughes — Banking and Financial Systems 
(5th place); Samuel Porter – Agribusiness (2nd 
place); Levi Ripato – 4th place (Accounting I) ; 
Makenna Roush—Insurance and Risk 
Management (3rd place) and Winston Williams – 
Advertising (1st place). These students advance to 
the FBLA National Leadership Conference in 
Chicago, in June.

Newsworthy
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Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — Fathers have been given secondary 
status for a long time in their contributions in making and 
keeping families stable. 

Although some of  the wounds are self-inflicted, carica-
tures as deadbeat dads, TV-series doofuses, violent bullies, 
and emotionally distant breadwinners have grown into 
stereotypes and taken root as the norm. 

But there are dads who know their deficiencies and 
want to correct them. To that end, some Catholic Charities 
affiliates have taken steps to bring new and expectant 
fathers together with the mothers — and sometimes just 
by themselves. 

Catholic Charities of  Central Colorado, which takes in 
the Diocese of  Colorado Springs, started Circle of  Fathers 
at the start of  the coronavirus pandemic, according to 
Kathy Dobyns, early childhood-parent education manager. 

“The fathers started meeting on Zoom. There was such 
a significant need across the state and around the nation 
for this kind of  program, they expanded it across the state 
of  Colorado,” Dobyns said. 

Adam Combs is one of  the leaders of  Circle of  Fathers. 
“We meet in person. The Catholic Charities, they help us 
with meals and child care,” he told Catholic News Service. 
The primary topic? “Just talkin’ about being dads,” he 
replied, but he understates it. 

Dads and their children can sit down and enjoy a meal 
prepared by Catholic Charities volunteers. And whatever 
it is the fathers are talking about, their children can talk 
about a kid-friendly version of  the topic. 

Those topics include “anger management, how to 
restructure our parenting,. The tools we had in our pocket 
that we thought were good, they don’t work anymore. 

Fathers reenter the picture as necessary in building stable families

CNS photo/Mark Makela, Reuters 

A man in Dover, Del., wears a “BEST DAD EVER” T-shirt on Father’s Day June 17, 2018.



Lexington stuck with Shannon for two or three years 
before he finally decided to look into what it would take to 
mark the grave.  Mr. Shannon said his first call to the ceme-
tery “was not a very good one.” In fact, he was given a stern 
no, but as Mr. Shannon said he likes to get a good reason.  
Although, once the cemetery understood Mr. Shannon’s 
genuine and serious inquiry, he was able to learn how to go 
about marking the grave. 

Mr. Shannon said there are three people that are mainly 
doing the work for these unmarked grave projects. 

“I do all of  the leg work and background, finding the 
family, raising the money, and all that. A good friend of  
mine is a funeral director out of  the Nashville area … and 

he has a good friend in the granite business for tombstones 
and helps bring down the cost quite a bit,” Mr. Shannon 
said.   

This “Gone But Not Forgotten” work, for which Mr. 
Shannon now has a YouTube channel and private 
Facebook group with over 150 members, brought Mr. 
Shannon to St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Wilder, and the 
unmarked grave of  former MLB pitcher Hank Gastright. 
Mr. Gastright was born in Covington Kentucky in 1865, 
played seven major league seasons, and pitched in one 
game for the Reds near the end of  his major league career.  

“I have known about Hank Gastright for several 
months … went through the process of  locating family 
members, I have full support from them, but it takes a 
while,” Mr. Shannon said.   

Mr. Shannon has gone through some of  the preliminary 

steps of  what Hank Gastright’s grave may look like. The 
process of  creating these granite tombstones takes a few 
months.  

“It looks like late July, maybe mid-August for Mr. 
Gastright’s grave,” Mr. Shannon said.   

The “Gone But Not Forgotten” group is not an official 
charity. “We are just some baseball fans who are doing this 
… and we honor that money, keep track of  it and use it for 
the next grave,” Mr. Shannon said. 

Currently, Mr. Shannon and his group work on the 
unmarked graves specifically for former Reds players. 

“Our criteria is three things: they have to have played at 
least one game for the Cincinnati Reds, they have to be 
buried in an unmarked grave, and it has to be within a 
local geographical location (keeping Cincinnati as the cen-
ter point),” Mr. Shannon said.   

The private Facebook group is titled “Gone But Not 
Forgotten: MLB Unmarked Graves Project” and Mr. 
Shannon also has a YouTube page that can be found under 
“David Shannon.”
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ST. CECILIA  
CHURCH HALL 

• Air-Conditioned 
• Capacity 400 
• Beer License 
• Non-Smoking 
• Open to all

Call 363-4311 for details

5313 Madison Pike, Independence  

Receptions, Dances, Parties

Gone But Not Forgotten 
(Continued from page 1)

What do we do with our kid now that they’re getting older. 
Spousal issues. Issues with exes, ex-spouses,” Combs said. 

“We talk about criminal activity — some of  the guys 
have domestic violence arrests — custody battles, job 
resources, or parenting classes that are taking place. Hell, 
we really even talked about addictions, even like with mas-
turbation. It’s very open conversation Whatever’s going on 
in that person’s life, and we all give our experiences,” 
Combs said. 

“Sometimes we have three-hour meetings. We gotta cut 
if  off: ‘Hey, I gotta get my kid in bed!’” 

Catholic Charities East Tennessee, based in the Diocese 
of  Knoxville, also has parenting classes and about 25 per-
cent of  the participants are new or will-be fathers. 

“For the most part, dads follow through at least until 
the baby’s about 3 months old, but often work gets in the 
way, and they want to go back to work and raising money 
to support them,” said Ernestine Meiners, Catholic 
Charities East Tennessee’s program coordinator for 
Knoxville Pregnancy Health Center. When that happens, 
the agency sets up after-hours fatherhood support groups, 
so staff  can chat with them virtually. 

Catholic Charities also established a one-on-one men-
toring program for new dads. 

Brandon Graham, 33, first heard of  the program from a 
friend and recent mother. “She mentioned this place that 
offered education plus the incentives of  diapers and any 
necessities that we might need that would be helpful,” he 
said. 

At first, “we used to sit there and watch our videos and 
do our lessons,” Graham noted, but “it was a lot more 
interactive than it has been the past year with COVID and 
everything. But I really enjoyed how much we were gain-
ing from it. That first experience, I thought it went smooth-
ly and thought it was a really good program.” 

But things got dicey later on. “We almost got a divorce” 
over issues that can trip up any couple, Graham said. “A 
very challenging year there.” But Graham was assigned a 
trained volunteer mentor, and “I kind of  stuck with having 
the male mentor for now and, yeah, I’m focusing on these 
set of  lessons,” he added. 

Enter Justin Dutcher, a young dad himself  with two 
children ages 3 and 2. He had been looking to do something 
fulfilling, and, inside the adoration chapel at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in Knoxville, he found a brochure about the 
Catholic Charities program. He inquired, and became of  
its first mentors for men. Catholic Charities has women 
who mentor mothers, and he said more women and men 
are coming aboard as mentors once they complete their 
training. 

What he does, Dutcher said, is “just kind of  talking 
them through the hormonal progress and how their (part-
ner’s) body is changing, making another body — why they 
may be acting completely different.” He suggest that dads 
“give them some act of  mercy to do” like the dishes or 
laundry. “Just take that over without asking. Just ease her 
a little bit.” 

So far, Dutcher said he’s found mentoring to be 

“extremely rewarding and it’s made me a better dad.” As 
for accountability, he said, “If  I’m going to be mentoring 
men of  all ages”— he’s already mentored one first-time 
father who was 56 — “I’ve got to take care of  my family at 
home.” 

The Knights of  Columbus are preparing to unveil a new 
fatherhood initiative of  their own, tailored to “young 
fathers,” ages 40-45 and younger, according to Frank 
Mantero, vice president of  marketing for the Knights’ 
Supreme Council. 

The Knights had an initiative called “Fathers for 
Good,” loaded with plenty of  content. But the staffer 
responsible for the site was pulled from it to work on the 
canonization cause of  the organization’s founder, Father 
Michael McGivney. Some pages haven’t been updated or 
added to since the coronavirus pandemic began more than 
two years ago. Some of  that content will migrated to the 
new campaign, Mantero told CNS. 

Some dads without a lot of  free time may be hesitant 
about joining the Knights due to their reputation for char-
itable volunteer acts and their insurance products. But 
Mantero sees the initiative as “why we’re still relevant 140 
years after Father McGivney founded the Knights. And 
our mission is as relevant today as it was 140 years ago. 
We’re not rebranding. We’re reinforcing it in our market-
ing.” 

Ninety days after the campaign begins, “we’ll take a 
breath,” he added, and “make a decision on whether to 
continue to extend it or redirect it.”
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Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront 
Condominium Rentals 
1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort 
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or 
text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.  
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

OFFICE OF DIOCESAN 
BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
The Diocese of Covington is accepting applications for 
the full time Curia position of Administrative Assistant in 
the Office of Diocesan Buildings and Property. This office 
represents the interests of the Diocese and of the Bishop 
in all matters pertaining to buildings and real property 
falling under the auspices of the Diocese, including but 
not limited to new construction, renovation, demolition, 
sale, and maintenance, as well as central administration 
of Diocesan Cemeteries operations. This position requires 
a detail-oriented practicing Roman Catholic with  
exceptional interpersonal and general office skills and a 
familiarity with Microsoft Office software. Please send 
cover letter, resume with compensation history, and at 
least five references with email contacts to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by email or fax, (skoplyay@covdio.org),  
fax (859/392-1589), or mail to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, 
Diocese of Covington, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington,  
KY 41011-3115. EOE

CHANCERY SECRETARY 
The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, actively-
practicing Roman Catholics to apply for the position of 
Chancery Secretary. This position fulfills vital logistical 
and operational functions, and requires a motivated 
self-starter with a love for the Church, an interest in 
service, and a demonstrable history of maintaining 
absolute confidentiality. Other requirements include 
experience and comfort with using MS Office soft-
ware, and helpful and pleasant communications skills 
regardless of the medium. Interested candidates may 
send a letter of interest along with a comprehensive 
resume, including compensation history and at least 
five appropriate references with email contact infor-
mation, by email or fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,  
skoplyay@covdio.org, fax 859/392-1589.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING SALES 
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s  
official newspaper, seeks a full-time advertising 
salesperson beginning in May. The successful  
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic 
and an excellent representative of the newspaper 
and the diocese. The candidate will be ready to 
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, 
has some previous sales experience, works well as 
a team member, is attentive to detail, and  
energetic in serving existing customers as well as 
expanding sales to new customers. The salary is 
commission-based, with medical and retirement 
benefits provided by the diocese. 

Interested candidates are asked to e-mail  
a letter of interest and a résumé  

outlining sales experience and other  
qualifications to  

Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org. 

LITTLE FLOUR BAKED GOODS in Fort Mitchell is 
looking to fill two positions.  Full-time baker and 
part-time customer service.  To enquire please call 
the bakery at 859.341.2253



In Jesus we see the glory of  God directly, as he 
explained to Philip: “He who has seen me has seen the 
Father.” (John 14:9) What is interesting about the Son’s 
revelation of  the Father is that while he does reveal God’s 
mighty power over creation — healing the sick, for exam-
ple — he also shows what appears to us to be weakness: 
Jesus describes himself  as “meek and humble of  heart,” 
John the Baptist calls him the “Lamb of  God,” and Jesus 
lets himself  be beaten, mocked and crucified. This is also 
God’s glory? 

It is. Remember, God’s glory means that which reveals 
God’s holiness, God’s nature. What Jesus reveals is a God, 
who in the “inaccessible center of  his eternal mystery” is 
love, and specifically, self-emptying love. What better reve-
lation of  this than the cross? This is why Jesus says, 

“Now is the Son of  Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him.” Judas has just left to betray Jesus to the Jewish 
authorities. Jesus’ Passion is beginning, his Passion, in 
which he will sacrifice himself  that we may live. 

We cannot reveal God directly as Jesus does, but we 
can show aspects of  God to others. This is how we glorify 
God. When we are truthful, merciful, patient, kind, hum-
ble, etc., and especially when we act with disinterested, 
self-emptying love, we glorify God. Because people can 
“see” God in us, we reveal aspects of  God. We cannot do it 
perfectly, but we can do it, and our best chance to draw 
people to God is to let them see God’s glory. And if  we glo-
rify God, God will in turn glorify us, by drawing us into 
his glory. As St. Paul wrote, “the saying is sure: if  we have 
died with him, we shall also live with him; if  we endure, 
we shall also reign with him.” 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.
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not want to reach the point of  being unable to meet the 
needs of  those on the buses, so I am hopeful that the gov-
ernment and other nonprofits will step up. Catholic 
Charities DC has happily agreed to provide assistance 
one day each week to people arriving on buses. 

In just the first couple of  weeks, I saw families and 
individuals giving up everything they have in hopes of  
finding the kind of  safety and security that we are 
blessed to enjoy every day. 

I saw our staff  step up with absolute commitment and 
dedication to those in need. I saw Catholic Charities DC 
at its best and Catholic charity at its best. People came to 
us in need and we responded with everything from a 
warm welcome to showers and clothing to navigators 
helping them take the next steps on their journeys. Sister 
Sharlet Wagner, who leads our Newcomer Network, was 
one of  the leaders in this effort, joined by many others. 

I send a great big thank you to all who support us in 
this effort, from our staff  to other nonprofits to all who 
donate. A big thank you as well to those who may have 
strong political thoughts about borders and immigrants 
but also understand that we will always help those right 
in front of  us who need assistance. Our motto at Catholic 
Charities is to say “yes” to all who come our way, and, as 

these immigrants are sent to our region, we will do our 
best to serve them, help them, and guide them toward 
whatever they need to be safe and welcomed in our coun-
try. 

You may have heard me say before that I ask myself  
the same question almost every night when I go to bed: 
What did I do today for people in need? During Holy Week 
and in the days since, I have gone to bed thanking the 
Lord that we have such a great staff  who stepped up to 
help and support so many people. 

Our church is blessed to have Catholic Charities do so 
much for so many. Our workers are often first responders 
and unsung heroes. We have continued to make a differ-
ence for those who come to us in need, even through a 
pandemic. I could not be prouder of  our people and that 
legacy. It is who we are now and who we hope to be for 
decades to come. 

Msgr. John Enzler is president and CEO of  Catholic 
Charities, Archdiocese of  Washington, DC. His commen-
tary has been provided by Catholic News Service. The views 
or positions presented in this or any guest editorial are 
those of  the individual publication and do not necessarily 
represent the views of  Catholic News Service or of  the U.S. 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops.

Call Kim at the Messenger for information  
on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

YOUTH DIRECTOR 
St. Timothy Parish in Union, KY is a vibrant, growing parish. 
Our mission as a Catholic community is to be committed to 
the call of Jesus Christ. We are His disciples, and we join in 
the Holy Spirit’s work to make life holy. With grateful hearts, 
we come together in worship, service, faith formation, and 
community to share and celebrate God’s many gifts. We are 
seeking a part-time youth minister to oversee ministry to 6th 
through 12th grade students that will help them take steps 
toward deeper maturity in Christ. Candidates for this position 
will be passionate about and equipped for building a youth 
ministry that fulfills the parish mission and values for the 
youth of our community along with a team of parish  
volunteers. Interested candidates should send a resume and 
salary requirements to Annette Howard  
(ahoward@saint-timothy.org) or call (859) 466-4515. 

LITURGICAL MUSICIAN 
Sts. Boniface & James Church in Ludlow, KY is seeking 
a talented guitarist or keyboard (piano or organ)  
musician to lead liturgical music at its two weekend, 
major feast day, and holiday Masses. The candidate 
must have strong familiarity with traditional and  
contemporary Catholic music and liturgical norms prac-
tice in order to thematically plan music for each Mass 
based on the subject of the Sunday readings.  
The candidate must possess a solo voice that will invite 
and lead song at liturgies. Interested candidates may 
submit a cover letter of interest and resume to David 
Custer by email at stbonjames@fuse.net.

The Son of Man glorified 
(Continued from page 5)

The immigration crisis comes to us 
(Continued from page 5)

E-BICYCLE FOR SALE 
New partially assembled e-bicycle.  Org cost $1,350 
will sell for $750.00.  Call Steve (859)750-6499  

ST. ANNE RETREAT CENTER 
St. Anne Retreat Center is hiring multiple positions due 
to continued growth of retreat groups coming to the 
center. The positions we are seeking are: 

Maintenance: We are seeking a person capable of 
general maintenance and repair work. This would 
include groundskeeping work as well. The position is 
Monday to Friday with occasional on call status for the 
weekend. 

Housekeeping: Housekeeping duties include cleaning 
of guest rooms, dining hall and our meeting rooms. 
Some experience is helpful but not required. The  
position is Monday through Friday and an occasional 
weekend day when needed. 

Guest Services: At the heart of our mission is guest 
services. The guest service person is responsible for  
making sure our guests have what they need for a 
meaningful retreat. This part-time position typically 
requires the ability to stay overnight in our guest services 
suite. It also requires an occasional weekend stay as 
well. A heart for service and hospitality is needed. 

Dishwasher: Part-time dishwasher, experience  
not necessary. 

Please send resume to Karen Little (klittle@covdio.org) 
or call (859)-441-2003 ext. 325. 
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner   • Hot Water Heat Systems       

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call Kim at the Messenger  
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1500

ENTERTAINMENT

“Ambulance” (Universal) Director Michael Bay’s tense 
crime drama centers on an Afghan War vet who gets 
caught up in a bank heist masterminded by his mentally 
unstable adoptive brother. When the crime goes awry, they 
hijack an ambulance in which a paramedic is struggling to 
treat a policeman the ex-soldier accidentally shot. During 
the ensuing chase, which finds the duo matching wits with 

an LAPD captain 
and an FBI agent, 
the protagonist 
wavers between the 
decency embodied 
by the EMT and the 
desperation to 
which his sibling 

has been driven in his desire to escape justice. While the 
plot is sometimes farfetched and the atmosphere occasion-
ally overheated, the moral dilemma is intriguing. Yet this 
remake of  a 2005 Danish film confronts viewers with a 
gruesome surgical sequence, a steady cannonade of  swear-
ing and, in passing, a gay civil marriage. Graphic bloody 
violence and medical gore, a homosexual subplot, a same-
sex kiss, numerous profanities, a few milder oaths, perva-
sive rough and crude language, 
obscene gestures. CNS: L; 
MPAA:R. 

 
“Fantastic Beasts: The 

Secrets of  Dumbledore” 
(Warner Bros.) Tepid third 
installment in the fantasy fran-
chise that began in 2016 with an 
adaptation of  J.K. Rowling’s 
“Harry Potter”-related novel 

“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.” Returning 
director David Yates takes viewers on a trot around the 
globe of  the early 1930s and marshals imposing special 
effects. Yet, as scripted by Rowling and Steve Kloves, this 
latest chapter in the ongoing battle between a good wizard 
and the evil sorcerer with whom he was once in love is 
unlikely to capture viewers’ imagination. The team assem-
bled to aid the cause of  white magic includes a collector of  
the titular creatures, his bureaucrat brother, a professor 
and a merely mortal baker. Since their adventure comes 
bogged down by yet another Hollywood attempt to main-
stream gay relationships, it’s unsuitable for youngsters, 
some of  whom might be more willing than their elders to 
overlook the film’s failure to evoke much interest in its 
characters or their fate. Stylized violence, a couple of  grue-
some sights, occult themes, a benign view of  homosexual 
acts, a crass insult. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13. 

 
“Sonic the Hedgehog 2” (Paramount) In this follow-up 

to the film franchise’s 2020 kickoff, returning director Jeff  
Fowler and his trio of  screenwriters rely on a pretty sim-
ple formula: intersperse chase sequences with wisecracks. 
As a result, their mix of  animation and live action makes 

no more demands 
on its audience 
than a session of  
playing the Sega 
videogames on 
which both 
movies are based. 
Lip service may 
be given to the 
need for enduring 
connections with 

others since the title character is a cosmic expat always 
looking for a permanent home and a setting where he 
won’t feel like an outsider. Yet pride of  place goes to hyper-
kinetic instant travel, explosions and slapstick as he 
embarks on a quest to find a magic emerald that grants 
whoever possesses it immense powers, with his manic and 
hapless longtime adversary in hot pursuit. Like its prede-
cessor, the movie registers as an extended Roadrunner car-
toon with a sentimental journey incongruously tacked 
onto it, though easily satisfied kids may not care much one 
way or the other. Intense action sequences, a single scato-
logical reference. CNS: A-II; MPAA: PG. 

 
“The Bad Guys” (Universal) High-octane animated 

caper comedy in which a criminal gang of  anthropomor-
phized animals in Los Angeles endeavor to steal a valuable 
award statuette but are caught in the act. As California’s 
governor prepares to hand them over to the city’s chief  of  
police, the recipient of  the prize, a humanitarian guinea 
pig professor, intervenes to propose an experiment intend-
ed to transform the miscreants into do-gooders. Parents 
will be delighted with the lesson in character development 
that follows while kids will be so diverted by the erstwhile 
villains’ struggle to overcome their long-practiced wrong-
doing, they may not even realize they’re being taught the 
importance of  virtue and the value of  true friendship. 
While it’s sometimes too scary for small fry and includes a 
smattering of  gastro-intestinal and anatomical jokes, vet-
eran animator Pierre Perifel’s feature debut, adapted from 
a series of  books by Aussie author Aaron Blabey, delivers 
good values wrapped up in a funny package. A rollicking 
treat for all but the youngest. Potentially frightening 
action sequences, occasional scatological humor. CNS: A-
II; MPAA: PG. 

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and click on 
“Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 
•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

Missed an edition? 
Current and back issues of 

the Messenger are  
available online at  

covdio.org/messenger.

Moving? Wrong address? 
Call the circulation desk,  

(859) 392-1570



Hong Kong police detain cardinal, 90, 
for his support for protesters 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s national security police have 
detained Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun, retired archbishop of  
Hong Kong, along with former opposition lawmaker Margaret 
Ng Ngoi-yee and singer Denise Ho Wan-sze, for allegedly col-
luding with foreign forces. The cardinal, 90, has been a very 
public supporter of  pro-democracy and independence protests 
that have roiled the city for much of  the past decade and came 
to a head in 2019 with unprecedented street marches and six 
months of  spasmodic street battles with authorities. Under 
Hong Kong’s 2020 security law, Cardinal Zen could be sent to 
China for trial if  arrested and charged. The law made partici-
pating in or supporting the pro-democracy movement crimes of  
subversion and collusion with foreign organizations and 
allowed for those remanded to be extradited to mainland 
China. Punishment ranges between a minimum of  three years 
and a maximum of  life imprisonment. Media said the the car-
dinal, Ng and Ho, arrested May 11, were among five trustees of  
the 612 Humanitarian Relief  Fund, which was set up to offer 
financial assistance to those involved in anti-government 
protests in 2019 and which came under scrutiny of  authorities 
over the past year. A fourth trustee, former adjunct associate 
professor Hui Po Keung, was arrested by national security 
police May 10 as he was about to catch a flight to Germany, a 
source said. The South China Morning Post reported May 11 
that Hui had been put on the list of  people who would be 
stopped by law enforcers if  they tried to leave the city via the 
airport or other control points. Cardinal Zen has publicly deliv-
ered detailed critiques of  Beijing. 

 

Bishops say U.K. punishes asylum-
seekers by sending them to Rwanda 

MANCHESTER, England — The U.K. government is unfairly 
punishing English Channel migrants for the crimes of  human 
traffickers by sending the migrants to Rwanda to have asylum 
applications processed, said the English and Welsh bishops. In 
a statement issued May 9, the bishops said a plan aimed at 
keeping people from entering England illegally by small boats 
failed to treat the migrants justly and to honor “their dignity 
as human persons. Our Christian faith demands that we 
respond generously to asylum-seekers, whose dignity must be 
protected and upheld,” the statement said. “Those seeking 
refuge in the U.K. should be provided with safe routes for trav-
eling, have the opportunity to tell their story, be listened to and 
have their cases assessed justly,” said the statement. “We keep 
in mind that there is no illegal asylum-seeker — to claim asy-
lum is a human right. People smugglers and modern-day 
human traffickers profit from the desperation and misery of  
refugees,” the bishops continued. “We fully support their pros-
ecution. It is imperative, however, to make a clear distinction 
between victims and those who exploit them. Crime is defeated 
by confronting the perpetrators, not by punishing the victims.” 

 

Religious orders launch initiative to 
care for sisters with dementia 

ROME — Having a member over 100 years old is not unusual 
today for orders of  Catholic women religious, but many orders 
do not have the specialized knowledge or resources to ensure 
an accurate diagnosis and the best possible plan of  care for sis-
ters experiencing dementia or other forms of  cognitive impair-
ment, several sisters said. Sister Jane Wakahiu, a member of  
the Little Sisters of  St. Francis and head of  the Catholic 
Sisters Initiative at the Hilton Foundation, announced May 9 
that the foundation was providing $5 million to help launch the 
Catholic Sisters Cognitive Impairment-Alzheimer’s Global 
Initiative, a project of  the International Union of  Superiors 
General and the U.S. Leadership Conference of  Women 
Religious. “Our elderly and infirm sisters are a source of  inspi-

ration and wisdom, of  living fidelity to religious life entirely. 
On their shoulders we stand,” Sister Wakahiu said at an after-
noon conference at the UISG headquarters and online. Having 
aging sisters in the community is a blessing, not a problem, 
she said, so the sisters want to do everything possible to make 
sure their older members have a physically, spiritually and 
mentally healthy old age. One of  the greatest challenges, Sister 
Wakahiu said, is caring for sisters with Alzheimer’s disease 
and “its gradual theft of  our sisters’ consciousness and capaci-
ty. As each patient is unique in their diagnosis, medication and 
therapy, we need to be attentive. This initiative will provide 
resources to congregations and conferences (of  religious) for 
education, training, assessment and direct service.” 

 

Officials condemn violence, threats 
after high court leak on abortion case 

WASHINGTON — Biden administration officials issued a 
statement against violence May 9 following protests outside the 
homes of  two Supreme Court justices in the Washington area 
as well as a spate of  vandalism and disruptions targeting 
locales of  groups that oppose abortion. Some of  them include 
Catholic churches. Referring to U.S. President Joe Biden by the 
Twitter handle for President of  the United States, or @POTUS, 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said that he “strongly 
believes in the Constitutional right to protest.” “But that 
should never include violence, threats, or vandalism. Judges 
perform an incredibly important function in our society, and 
they must be able to do their jobs without concern for their 
personal safety,” she tweeted. The statement came after news 
agencies reported protests outside the home of  Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh in Chevy Chase, Maryland, and the nearby home of  
Chief  Justice John Roberts. Others said another justice and his 
family had to be taken to an undisclosed location because of  
threats, but it turned out to be unfounded. After the online 
news site Politico published a report late May 2 from a leaked 
draft opinion signaling that the majority of  Supreme Court 
justices seem set to overturn Roe v. Wade, the decision legaliz-
ing abortion, those opposed to having it overturned have taken 
to the streets to protest. But vandalism showing discontent 
with the potential ruling also seems to be on the rise. The New 
York Times reported May 7 that part of  the wall of  the head-
quarters of  Wisconsin Family Action, in Madison, was set on 
fire, leaving behind graffiti that read: “If  abortions aren’t safe 
then you aren’t either.” 

 

Supreme Court says Christian group 
can fly flag at City Hall 

WASHINGTON — After the Supreme Court ruled that 
Boston violated the free speech rights of  a Christian group to 
fly its flag at City Hall, another group, The Satanic Temple, has 
requested permission to fly a flag outside the city building. The 
mayor’s office of  the Boston has not commented on the group’s 
request except to say that is has been reviewing the court’s 
decision and also evaluating its flag-raising program. On May 
2, the Supreme Court handed down a unanimous decision in 
favor of  the city flying the flag of  a Christian group. It said the 
city couldn’t deny the group the right to raise its flag along 
with other flags reflecting the city’s diversity. “Boston’s flag-
raising program does not express government speech,” wrote 
Justice Stephen Breyer in the court’s opinion. “As a result, the 
city’s refusal to let (the group) fly their flag based on its reli-
gious viewpoint violated the Free Speech Clause of  the First 
Amendment.” “This case is so much more significant than a 
flag,” said Mathew Staver, founder and chairman of  Liberty 
Counsel, a Christian legal group that represented Camp 

Constitution that owns the flag in question. “Boston openly dis-
criminated against viewpoints it disfavored when it opened the 
flagpoles to all applicants and then excluded Christian view-
points,” he added in a statement. 

 

St. Gianna’s daughter planning to 
open spiritual pilgrimage center 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Dr. Gianna Emanuela Molla, a pedia-
trician and daughter of  Italian St. Gianna Beretta Molla, plans 
to open an international pilgrimage site and center in 
Springfield to help spread knowledge of  and devotion to her 
parents and promote marriage and family life. “I learned from 
my saint mom and holy dad to have deep faith and unwavering 
confidence in divine providence,” Molla said. “The establish-
ment of  this international center is one of  those times I am 
trusting in God to show me the way and all those who are 
involved in the project. I am filled with humility to start this 
international center so we can promote and help families grow 
holier together.” She said she chose the location because of  
Springfield Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki’s faith-filled leadership 
and commitment to defend innocent life. She also thought the 
city’s location — in driving distance of  St. Louis and Chicago 
— was helpful. Ultimately, she said: “It was God who chose 
Springfield.” Molla plans to live on the grounds once the center 
is open. The St. Gianna Beretta Molla and Pietro Molla 
International Center for Family and Life will be located near 
the St. Francis of  Assisi Church and the Evermode Institute, 
which is a new center for Catholic spiritual and intellectual 
formation. “For years, Dr. Molla has been searching for a site 
to honor her holy parents and promote holy marriages and 
families, and if  you want to see first-hand how divine provi-
dence can work, the story of  how this all came together is the 
perfect example,” Bishop Paprocki said in a statement. 

 

Farmers, farmworkers alike at risk of  
poverty with market concentration 

WASHINGTON — Farmworkers and farmers alike are at 
risk of  being thrust into poverty and disease due to the market 
power of  a concentrated agriculture industry, according to a 
new study. “Farmworkers and meatpacking workers — per-
forming ‘essential’ work side-by side and often returning home 
to crowded living conditions — were among those facing the 
highest risk of  contracting COVID-19,” said the report, “A 
Growing Problem: How Market Power in Agriculture Fuels 
Racial & Economic Inequality,” issued April 29 by the 
Economic Security and Opportunity Initiative of  Georgetown 
Law’s Center on Poverty and inequality. “For small farmers 
and ranchers in crop and livestock production, market power 
can harm their financial prospects. Increasing consolidation of  
seed, agrochemical, animal pharmaceutical and farm machin-
ery suppliers harms small farmers,” the report said. “For 
example, large seed companies in the corn and soybean seed 
markets continue to acquire smaller seed firms, and increase 
the barriers to entry into the market through expensive licens-
ing agreements and protective patents. As a result, the largest 
four providers of  corn seed increased their market share by 
41.6 percent between 2000 and 2015, from 60 percent to 85 per-
cent, respectively.” The report said: “Growing concentration is 
not simply an outcome of  creating ever more efficient food pro-
duction and processing systems. Rather, those concentrated 
systems have been built through decisions that exploit and 
endanger workers while maximizing profit for a select few. As 
smaller farms and processors are unfairly undermined in favor 
of  large farms and corporations, those same large entities are 
then better positioned to exploit hired farm laborers and work-
ers in processing plants.” 
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

On the wall ascending the stairs of  the rectory at St. 
Augustine Parish, Augusta, are two framed photos of  the 
Charles and Mary Rita Appleman family. The 
<<Messenger>> had taken the photos, the first in 1955 of  
the Appleman family praying the rosary together before a 
statue of  Mary. The photo was part of  a feature article “A 
rural pastor in action” which highlighted Father Urban 
Horstman and St. James Mission, Minerva. The second 
was taken in 1956 and shows the blessing of  a small 
Marian shrine that the Applemans had erected near the 
roadside of  their farm. The placement of  the shrine was 
purposeful, so that passersby could stop and enjoy the 
peaceful surroundings while offering prayerful devotion to 
the Blessed Mother. 

“It just seems especially appropriate that that faith of  
Charles and Mary Rita, their devotion to the Blessed 
Mother would echo down to our day and that we would 
construct a grotto in memory of  Bob,” said Father Joseph 
Shelton, pastor, St. Augustine Parish, Augusta. 

Bishop John Iffert blessed a new Mary grotto on the 
campus of  St. Augustine Parish and presided at the 
parish’s May Crowning, May 3. The grotto was gift to the 
parish from the Robert and Jane Appleman family in 
memory of  their husband and father, Bob, who died a year-
and-a-half  ago. The stone grotto was built by Joel Lindvall, 
a neighbor of  the parish, and the statue of  Mary was refur-
bished and painted by Ed Goeke, parishioner. 

Bob was just a young boy in the 1955 and 1956 photos. 
Like the small Marian shrine on the farm of  his youth, the 
St. Augustine Mary grotto has been placed in the front 

yard next to the rectory so that passersby might stop or 
take a moment to honor or offer a petition to Our Lady. 

“I certainly want to thank the Appleman family not just 
for the gift of  the grotto but for the gift of  the faith that now 
from Charles and Mary Rita and all of  their children is a 
huge part of  this parish,” Father Shelton said. 

In his remarks at the service, Bishop Iffert encouraged 
parents to show their children that they love Jesus and 
how important Jesus is in their life. If  they weren’t 
already, he asked parents to begin praying daily with their 
children, acknowledging that at first developing a prayer 
routine can be difficult and that children will resist — 
because that’s what they do — but will become easier and 
more natural over time, providing spiritual benefits for the 
entire family.

Faith passed down through generations of Applemans 
realized in new Mary grotto at St. Augustine Parish

(above) A photo of  the Charles and Mary Rita Appleman family 
praying the rosary together was featured in the July 31, 1955  
edition of  the Messenger. The new Mary grotto was donated by the 
Appleman family in memorial of  their father and husband, Bob 
Appleman. 

(above) (far left) Father Joseph Shelton, pastor, St. Augustine Parish, Augusta; (center) Father Jordan 
Hainsey, administrative assistant to the bishop and Bishop John Iffert at the blessing of  the new Mary 
grotto and May crowning, May 3. (above center and right) First Communicants at St. Augustine Parish 
had the honor of  crowning Mary. (above right) A young parishioner made quick use of  the Mary grotto, 
placing flowers in front of  Our Lady.
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