
Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

In March of  last year, the Diocese of  Covington welcomed 
Deacon A.J. Gedney to the diaconate, an important and joyous step 
on the path of  formation to the priesthood. Since another long year 
has passed and as we approach Deacon 
Gedney’s next major step in his vocation: ordi-
nation to the priesthood, Deacon Gedney 
shares his experiences of  formation, and 
hopes for the future. 

“Take Lord, and receive all my liberty, my 
memory, my understanding, and my entire 
will, all that I have and possess. Thou hast 
given all to me. To Thee, O lord, I return it. All 
is Thine, dispose of  it wholly according to Thy 
will. Give me Thy love and thy grace, for this is 
sufficient for me.” These words come from the 
Suscipe, a prayer credited to St. Ignatius 
Loyola, and one that Deacon Gedney often 
reflects on as he journeys toward priesthood. 

“As human beings we want to have control 
and autonomy over everything about our bod-
ies, but this prayer … it’s so earth-shatteringly 
humbling,” said Deacon Gedney in an interview with the 
Messenger, “because this is more ‘take everything,’ and then just 
give me what you know I need in that moment … God has given us 
free will and intellect, and it’s like, Lord, I’m giving them back to 
you as a gift — I’m giving them back to you for you to use.” 

Deacon Gedney recalls a homily he heard at St. Paul Church in 
Florence in which the priest said, “in those big moments where 
you’re just so thankful to God for something he’s given you, the only 
proper way to give thanks is to do so with your life.” He said that he 
always appreciated and remembered this line, and that he is thank-
ful to the diocese, and for the opportunity to “give thanks with my 

life, in faithful priestly service.” 
Deacon Gedney fondly reflects on his experiences of  the past 

year in the diaconate, “at my seminary in Pennsylvania, on the 
weekends, I went to minister and my pastor gave me amazing 
opportunities to do baptisms and to officiate at weddings,” and 

looks forward to 
continue his min-
istry to the Church. 
“I really appreciat-
ed administering 
the sacraments, 
which is beautiful, 
but then also being 
present to the peo-
ple who are there to 
receive them, or the 
family who have 
gathered there to 
witness it,” Deacon 
Gedney said. 

Deacon Gedney’s ordination will take place June 3, 6 
p.m., at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. Deacon Gedney will be vested by Father Eric 

Boelscher. Both Deacon Gedney and Father Boelscher attended St. 
Henry District High School at the same time, with memories of  
Father Boelscher returning to the school to talk about his own expe-
riences at the seminary. 

“He’s an amazing priest, and I wanted to give him that honor. 
Just to thank him for becoming a priest,” said Deacon Gedney, 
“because it was at his ordination that really inspired me to think 
about the priesthood.” 

Deacon Gedney’s First Mass of  Thanksgiving will take place 
June 4, 5 p.m., at St. Paul Parish, Florence. 

Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

With thousands of  children and 
youths going through the foster 
care system each year, there lies an 
incredible need for loving couples 
willing to care for and love children 
while they navigate a time in their 
lives that may be both traumatic 
and very lonely. These couples — 
foster parents — ensure that chil-
dren in foster care have a place to 
call home even in one of  their lives’ 
most uncertain times. 

One such couple, Katy and David 
Sullivan, have seven children of  

their own — six biologically, and one 
that they had adopted from fostering. 
Katy Sullivan, who started out as a 
social worker, was already heavily 
involved in the foster care system and 
felt that it was “always in (her) heart” to 
become a foster parent, a vocation which 
she and David began even as a young 
family. After taking a break in fostering 
as their home became fuller, Mr. and 

Mrs. Sullivan once 
again took up the 
mantle as foster 
parents as their 
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The newly ordained  

Father A.J. Gedney 

will celebrate a Solemn Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the Priestly Ordination 

Saturday, June 4, 5 p.m. 
St. Paul Parish, FlorenceDeacon A.J.Gedney

Deacon A.J. Gedney 
Age: 30 

Parish: St. Paul Parish, Florence  

Seminary: St. Vincent Seminary, 
                Latrobe, PA 

Mass of Thanksgiving: Saturday,  
 June 4, 2022 5 p.m., 
 St. Paul Parish, Florence

(Continued on 
page 20)

9 
With praise and thanksgiving to the eternal Triune God,  

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington requests the honor 
of your presence at the ordination of 

A.J. Gedney 
to the sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the imposition of hands  
by the Most Rev. John C. Iffert, Bishop of Covington  

Friday, June 3, 6 p.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington 
The celebration will be live streamed at covcathedral.com. 

Foster father David 
Sullivan stands 
alongside his wife, 
foster mother  
Katy Sullivan.



Laura Keener 
Editor 

In 1963, with the merger of  St. John’s Children’s Home, 
Ft. Mitchell and St. Joseph Orphanage, Cold Spring, the 
Diocese of  Covington created the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Home on Orphanage Road, Ft. 
Mitchell. And while DCCH Center for Children 
and Families remains on Orphanage Road, the 
name of  the road is all that remains of  what one 
would typically think of  as an orphanage. 

“It strikes me that because we’re on 
Orphanage Road people continue to think of  us 
as an orphanage — something out of  ‘Oliver 
Twist’ — but the reality is, we’ve got a number of  
programs,” said Bob Wilson, executive director, 
DCCH Center, in an interview with the 
Messenger about the five programs and plethora 
of  volunteer opportunities at DCCH Center. 

May is Foster Care Awareness month and one 
of  the programs that DCCH Center offers is its 
Therapeutic Foster Care and Adoption Program 
(see related story on page 1). Currently over 40 
children are seeking forever homes in the DCCH 
Foster Care and Adoption Program. DCCH 
Center began a foster care program in 1999 for 
children that have been removed from their 
homes due to neglect or abuse by the State. The 
goal of  the program is for the child to be reunited 
with their birth family. The typical stay for a 
child in foster care is six months to two years. In 
2002, adoption services were added for foster par-
ents who wanted to adopt their foster children 
when reunification with their birth parent was 
no longer an option. Since its inception, DCCH 
has helped over 150 children find their forever 
families. 

For anyone who wants to help out but can not commit 
to being a foster parent, respite care providers offer wel-

come short-term relief  and child care for foster parents. 
DCCH Center’s Independent Living Program is a fairly 

new addition to its supportive programs and is an offshoot 
of  the Foster Care and Adoption Program. In the foster 
care program, children often age out of  the system without 

the support of  an adoptive family. At the age of  18 a person 
is considered an adult in the state of  Kentucky and no 
longer automatically qualifies for foster care services. 

Many of  these teenagers — like most people their age — 
are not fully prepared to navigate life completely independ-
ently. 

Some will approach the State and ask to be recommitted 
into the foster care system. If  they actively and willfully 
request to be recommitted before their 19th birthday, they 
can remain in the system until their 21st birthday. Yet, 
understandably, many foster children are eager to leave 
the life within the walls of  an institution. DCCH Center 
offers these young adults its Independent Living Program, 
providing support by helping to locate affordable apart-
ments close to work and school, helping with furnishings 
and connecting them with resources. 

“Right now, we have five youngsters who have the fore-
sight enough to realize that, even though they could walk 
away from the services provided by the state … they could 
still use some help and some support,” said Mr. Wilson. 

The program also offers case management and thera-
pists to help these young adults be successful. A young 
adult does not need to have been in DCCH’s foster care pro-
gram to qualify for the Independent Living Program. 
Foster children from other programs may also qualify. 

The young adults in the Independent Living Program 
could also use volunteer support. DCCH is looking for vol-
unteer mentors to help teach skills — cooking, home main-
tenance, etc. — and be another listening ear for these 
young adults as they find their place in the world. 
Donations of  gently used furniture are also welcome. 

DCCH Center is in the process of  re-launching its 
newest program, Targeted Case Management. The pro-
gram originally launched in the fall of  2019, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its safety protocols stalled full 
implementation of  the program. Targeted Case 
Management is available to local low-income children and 
families and assists by connecting families with needed 
“wrap-around” services, like healthcare, education, men-
tal health, housing, employment and social services. Mr. 
Wilson describes DCCH’s targeted case manager as an “air 
traffic controller” for supportive services. 

“Basically, it’s more of  a front-end kind of  service,” said 
Mr. Wilson. “If  a family or an individual is struggling in 
the community and they basically need a resource person 
to help connect them to services. They don’t necessarily 
provide direct therapy but they help the person connect.” 

DCCH Center’s Outpatient Therapy program is another 
much needed program that many people are unaware is 
available. The DCCH therapy center offers counseling and 
mental health services for individuals and families. Its 
services include: individual therapy for all ages, not just 
children; group therapy, family therapy, marital therapy, 
spiritual direction and parenting education and support 
services. DCCH Center is an authorized Medicaid service 
provider and also accepts private insurance. And while 
COVID initially presented some challenges to the 
Outpatient Therapy program, it also provided some long-
term benefits by boosting telehealth services. During the 
COVID shutdown, many medical and therapeutic services 
were transitioned to virtual platforms, making telehealth 
services more available and acceptable among both 
providers and patients and clients. 

“That’s something that we can carry forward with more 
of  a hybrid kind of  version,” Mr. Wilson said. 

Residential Treatment is DCCH Center’s longest stand-
ing and most recognized program. The residential treat-
ment program provides care for children ages six through 
14 who have been removed from their homes by the State 
of  Kentucky due to extreme physical, sexual or emotional 
abuse. Children living at DCCH Center also attend school 
there. Guardian Angel School is a part of  the DCCH cam-
pus and provides instruction for the children in residential 
treatment. 

“We do two things here with the residential program,” 
said Mr. Wilson. “We provide treatment, which is specific 
to each individual child based on what they’ve been 
through and what their needs are. But the other thing is, 
we provide them the experience that a lot of  us take for 

Not the orphanage on Orphanage Rd. — DCCH Center  
for Children and Families offers supportive programs  
to individuals and families at every age
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Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

A popular aspect of  the Diocesan 
Parish Annual Appeal is its parish 
rebate. Once a parish has reached its 
goal, any money collected over its 
DPAA campaign goal is returned to 
the parish in the form of  a rebate to 
help fund parish ministries and proj-
ects. 

Mary, Queen of  Heaven (MQH) 
School, Erlanger, is officially reopen-
ing its preschool after closing the 
doors 12 years ago and resupplying it 
as their 2022 parish rebate project. 

“We have already exceeded our 
goal of  registration within weeks of  
opening registration for the first 
year,” said Megan Piatt, principal, 
MQH School. 

This rebate will help offset the 
cost of  new furniture purchases, 
start-up supply needs for the stu-
dents, and any needed maintenance 
for the room. Mary, Queen of  Heaven 
will be converting what was previ-
ously a kindergarten room located in 
the parish building into its pre-
school. 

“That was our kindergarten room 
for the past 20 years, so there may be 
maintenance on the room to get it 
prepared for three- and four-year-olds 
to take over. We are really excited 
about it,” Mrs. Piatt said. 

The decision to 
reopen the preschool 
was supported by Mary, 
Queen of  Heaven’s pas-
tor, Father Kevin 
Kahmann, and finance 
council as part of  Mary, 
Queen of  Heaven’s mis-
sion to grow the school. 

“This was an ideal 
way to do that and meet 
the needs of  our parish-
ioners who are always 
asking. Every year I had 
to turn away people 
who would ask about 
pre-school because we 
didn’t have one. This 
allows us to offer early 
education for our 
youngest parishioners,” 
Mrs. Piatt said. 

Mary, Queen of  
Heaven’s pre-school 
project is an example of  
how the DPAA supports 
the Diocese of  
Covington’s organiza-
tions, parishes and 
schools within the com-
munity. Rebates are just 
one of  the many ways 
the DPAA campaign 
fuels the diocesan com-
munity.

DPAA: rebates and reopenings

(Continued on page 6)



Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

“The safety of  our children and vulnerable adults is 
our top priority,” said Julie Feinauer, director, Safe 
Environment Office for the Diocese of  Covington. 
Recently, the Safe Environment office announced changes 
to the Diocese of  
Covington’s Safe 
Environment Policy for 
Protecting Children and 
Vulnerable Adults. 

In January 2014, the 
diocese began using 
Selection.com to 
process background 
checks. Eight years 
later the process has 
been updated. Effective 
June 1, 2022, the 
Selection.com back-
ground checks will be 
$50 and renewed every 
five years. In the 
Diocese of  Covington, 
all priests, deacons, reli-
gious, volunteers, 
tutors, coaches, employ-
ees, and teachers must 
have an updated 
Selection.com back-
ground check to minis-
ter, work or volunteer in 
the diocese. 

“Previously, once 
you completed the back-
ground check for the price of  $25 you were set. Now, you 
have to repeat that process of  getting the background 
check every five years,” said Mrs. Feinauer. 

This process is being changed so that the Safe 
Environment Office can get the most up-to-date informa-
tion needed from the state of  Kentucky. The background 
checks will be run every three months through Search 

America — a national criminal database. The Search 
America watch report will continue to run every three 
months as previous with no additional charge.  

Mrs. Feinauer said that comparing the scope and fre-
quency of  what is now being received to what was being 
received demonstrates not only a good financial value but 

also, most important-
ly, provides added lay-
ers of  safety for 
schools, parishes and 
ultimately children.   

In addition to the 
renewal of  the back-
ground check, each 
VIRTUS user will be 
required to renew his 
or her VIRTUS 
Protecting God’s 
Children training 
every five years 
through an online 
module. The module 
is available under the 
training tab of  their 
VIRTUS account. 
Additionally, updated 
paperwork will also 
need to be completed 
for each location a 
person is associated 
with as a part of  the 
renewal process. 

Volunteers plan-
ning to volunteer in 
any capacity for the 

upcoming summer, including festivals, need to be VIRTUS 
trained and up-to-date on monthly bulletins. Those who 
may be graduating, and are 18 years or older, are also 
required to complete the VIRTUS process. 

For information contact Marylu Steffen, VIRTUS data-
base technician, at msteffen@covdio.org.

Safe Environment Office to get the most  
up-to-date information needed
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May 21 
Graduation, Covington Latin 
School, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, Covington,  
7 p.m. 

May 22 
50th jubilee celebration, 
Father David Gamm,  
St. Joseph Parish, Warsaw,  
10 a.m. 

Graduation, Bishop Brossart 
High School, at Thomas More 
University, Crestview Hills,  
2 p.m. 

May 24 
Priest formation day,  
St. Joseph Heights, Park Hills, 
10 a.m. 

Graduation, Covington 
Catholic High School, at 
Thomas More University,  
7 p.m. 

May 25  
DBL Law building blessing, 
Covington, noon 

Steiden Law building blessing, 
Covington, 2:30 p.m. 

May 26 
Presbyteral Council meeting, 
1:30 p.m. 

Graduation, St. Henry District 
High School, at Thomas More 
University, 7 p.m. 

 

May 27 
Graduation, Villa Madonna 
Academy, at Mother of God 
Church, Covington, 10:30 a.m. 

Graduation, Notre Dame 
Academy, at NKY Convention 
Center, Covington, 4 p.m. 

Graduation, Holy Cross District 
High School, at Thomas More 
University, 7 p.m. 

May 28 
Graduation, St. Patrick High 
School, St. Patrick Church,  
1 p.m. 

May 30 
Memorial Day, Curia closed 

May 31 
Advisory Council meeting, 
9:30 a.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Sister Aileen Bankemper re-elected prioress 
The Benedictine Sisters of  St. Walburg Monastery joyfully 
announce the re-election of  Sister Aileen Bankemper as  
prioress. After setting direction statements this past year, 
the community entered a discernment weekend on  
April 22. Sister Aileen was re-elected for a four-year term. 
The discernment process was led by Benedictine Sister 
Elaine Fischer of  Atchison, Kansas. The election was 
presided over by Benedictine Sister Lynn McKenzie,  
president of  the Federation of  St. Scholastica, Cullman, 
Alabama.

Congratulations! 
Bishop John Iffert thanks Donna Hampton, Chancery secretary for the Diocese of  Covington, at a luncheon honoring her  
28 years of  service to the diocese and congratulates her as she begins her retirement at the end of  May. While spending the 
past 8 years faithfully serving as Chancery secretary, Mrs. Hampton also worked in diocesan cemeteries for 20 years prior. 

Baker photo
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The Cross and Easter Mercy — ‘For his mercy endures forever’ … Psalm 136 
The Compendium of  the Social Doctrine of  the Church 

(2004) roots the Church’s moral tradition on social justice 
in a panoramic vision of  salvation history. The first chap-

ter — “God’s Plan of  
Love for Humanity” — 
traces the movement of  
the divine initiative of  
love which was inaugu-
rated in creation, enact-
ed historically in and 
through the biblical 
covenant, and decisively 
fulfilled in the life, 
death and resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ, the 
Word made flesh.  

The Compendium 
declares that “(t)he Face 
of  God, progressively 
revealed in the history 
of  salvation, shines in 

its fullness in the Face of  Jesus Christ crucified and risen 
from the dead.” (CSDC, n. 31) Thus, the mystery of  
redemptive incarnation is a revelation of  Trinitarian love, 
for “God is an infinite communion of  love.” 

A poignant passage recounts the core of  salvation his-
tory: “God’s gratuitous love for humanity is revealed, 
before anything else, as love springing from the Father, 
from whom everything draws its source; as the free com-
munication that the Son makes of  this love, giving himself  
anew to the Father and giving himself  to mankind; as the 
ever new fruitfulness of  divine love that the Holy Spirit 
pours forth into the hearts of  men.” (cf. Rom 5:5) 

The summary concludes: “By his words and deeds, and 
fully and definitively by his death and resurrection, Jesus 
reveals to humanity that God is Father, and we are all 
called by grace to become his children in the Spirit (cf. 
Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6), and therefore brothers and sisters 
among ourselves.” (CSDC, n. 31)  

 “Redemptor Hominis” (“Redeemer of  Humanity,” 
1978), Saint John Paul II’s inaugural encyclical, articulat-
ed the all-encompassing vision which had dominated his 
pastoral teaching over the decades of  his Petrine min-
istry: “The Redeemer of  man, Jesus Christ, is the center 
of  the universe and history.” (RH, n. 1) 

Inspired by a profound spiritual consciousness as the 
Great Jubilee in 2000 was approaching, the late Holy 
Father called for a reawakening of  the cornerstone article 
of  Christian faith — the Incarnation. In particular, the 
Christology of  the Gospel according to John grounds a 
New Testament foundation of  the doctrine of  the redemp-
tive Incarnation. Two Johannine passages are seminal 
insights: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” 
(Jn 1:14) and “God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16) (RH, n. 1) 

“Redeemer of  Humanity” developed an extensive 
analysis of  the multi-faceted dimensions of  the mystery of  
the Incarnation and Redemption. The mystery of  
Redemption is marked by both a divine and a human 
dimension. (RH, n. 9-10)  

First, the redemptive death and resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ — the paschal mystery — inaugurates the new cre-
ation, a restoration of  the visible world to “its original 
link with the divine source of  wisdom and love.” (RH, n. 8) 
The encyclical explains: “The God of  creation is revealed 
as the God of  redemption, as the God who is ‘faithful to 
himself,’ and faithful to his love for man and the world 
which he revealed on the day of  creation.” (RH, n. 9) 

“Redeemer of  Humanity” cited “Gaudium et Spes” 
(“The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World,” 1965) in support of  the vision of  redemption as “a 
new creation.” In referring to the typology of  the first 
Adam in Genesis and Christ, the second Adam, the 

Pastoral Constitution asserted that the mystery of  the 
incarnate Word illumines the mystery of  humanity itself. 
Christ, the “final Adam, by the revelation of  the mystery 
of  the Father and His love, fully reveals man to man him-
self  and makes his supreme calling clear.” (GS, n. 22) 

Secondly, since the Incarnation reveals the mystery of  
the human person, the encyclical likewise highlights the 
human dimension of  the Incarnation. Thus, insofar as 
men and women “cannot live without love,” Christ 
becomes the touch point of  the communion of  the divine 

and the human. The paschal mystery, accomplished by 
leading “through the cross and death to resurrection,” has 
restored human dignity with the “original blessing” of  
creation and returned meaning to life in the world. (RH, n. 
10) 

The human dimension of  the mystery of  the 
Incarnation is ultimately rooted in the revelation of  the 
mystery of  God’s love for humankind, which reaches the 
apex in Jesus’ self-emptying divine love on Calvary. The 
Cross stands as “a fresh manifestation of  the eternal 
fatherhood of  God, who in Him [Jesus Christ] draws near 
again to humanity, to each human being, giving him the 
thrice holy ‘Spirit of  truth.’”(Jn 16:13) (RH, n. 9) 

The Cross and the death of  Christ have incarnated 
God’s love for humanity which was first manifested at the 
beginning of  creation, an affirmation that the God of  
redemption is the God of  creation. 

Two years later, the theme of  the divine dimension of  
the redemptive Incarnation was taken up again in the late 
Pope’s second encyclical letter “Dives in Misericordia” 
(“Rich in Mercy,” 1980).  

 As an extensive biblical and theological meditation on 
the theme of  divine love or mercy, the encyclical opens 
with a proclamation that Jesus Christ is the definitive rev-
elation of  God as Love: “It is ‘God, who is rich in mercy’ 
(Eph 2:4) whom Jesus Christ revealed to us as Father: it is 
his very Son who, in himself, has manifested him and 
made him known to us (cf. Jn 1:18; Heb 1: 1-2).” (DM, n.1) 

 “Rich in Mercy” then crafts a catena of  biblical 
insights that radiates a biblical vision of  the Mystery of  
the Incarnation. 

Christ’s “making known” the Father (Jn 1:18) enfleshed 
God’s covenant relationship of  love for all men and 
women. Accordingly, God’s “philanthropy” (Tit 3:4) makes 
visible the invisible inner life of  God but has become 

definitively visible “in Christ and through Christ, through 
his actions and his words, and finally on the death on the 
Cross and his Resurrection.” 

 Jesus incarnates and personifies God’s mercy — ”He 
himself, in a certain sense, is mercy.” In the encounter of  
that mercy in Christ, God “becomes ‘visible’ in a particu-
lar way as the Father ‘who is rich in mercy.’” (DM, n. 2) 

Moreover, “Rich in Mercy” sets forth a theological com-
mentary on the principal theme, namely, that “the pres-
ence of  God who is Father, love and mercy” is revealed in 
and through the very life and actions of  Jesus of  
Nazareth. 

The life, death and resurrection of  Jesus discloses that 
“love is present in the world in which we live, an effective 
love” that embraces and responds to the human condition. 
In addition, a privileged locus for the revelation of  that 
love will be encountered “in contact with suffering, injus-
tice and poverty, in contact with the whole historical 
‘human condition,’ which in various ways manifests 
man’s limitation and frailty, both physical and moral …”  

The historical human condition, therefore, becomes 
“precisely the mode and sphere in which love manifests 
itself  that in biblical language is called ‘mercy.’” (DM, n. 3) 

Christ, the Incarnate Word, reveals God “who is Father, 
who is ‘love,’ as St. John will express it in his first letter (1 
Jn 4:16); Christ reveals God as ‘rich in mercy,’ as we read 
in St. Paul.” (Eph 2:4) (DM, n. 3) 

The revelation of  love has entered human history and 
“has taken a form and a name: that of  Jesus Christ.” (RH, 
n. 9) 

On the threshold of  the Great Jubilee of  the Year 2000, 
in “Incarnationis Mysterium” (“The Mystery of  the 
Incarnation,”1998), Saint John Paul II summoned the 
Church to spiritual renewal: “Contemplating the mystery 
of  the Incarnation of  the Son of  God, the Church pre-
pares to cross the threshold of  the Third Millennium.” 
(IM, n.1) 

The celebration of  the mystery of  the Incarnation dur-
ing the preparatory period for the Jubilee entailed fixing 
“our gaze on the mystery of  the Trinity,” for “the journey 
of  faith has its origin and its final goal, when at last our 
eyes will contemplate the face of  God forever.”  

Saint John Paul II explained: “Jesus of  Nazareth, who 
reveals the Father, has fulfilled the desire hidden in every 
human heart to know God.” The Holy Father continues 
the reflection: “Jesus reveals the face of  God the Father 
‘compassionate merciful’ (Jas 5:11), and with the sending 
of  the Holy Spirit he makes known the mystery of  love 
which is the Trinity.” (IM, n.3) 

The opening line of  “Misericordiae Vultus,” (“The 
Face of  Mercy”) the papal bull announcing the 2015 
Extraordinary Jubilee of  Mercy, synthesizes the 
Christological theme of  the Jubilee: “Jesus Christ is the 
face of  the Father’s mercy.” (MV, n. 1) 

Consistent with that theme, Pope Francis stresses that 
the Gospel of  Matthew narrates the account of  the institu-
tion of  the Eucharist in a context of  mercy, for Jesus 
“placed this supreme act of  revelation in the light of  his 
mercy.” 

In addition, the Holy Father notes that prior to the 
Passion Jesus prayed Psalm 136 — “For his mercy endures 
forever.” Jesus underwent his passion and resurrection 
aware of  “the great mystery of  love that he would con-
summate on the Cross.” (MV, n. 7) 

Earlier, in the apostolic exhortation “Evangelii 
Gaudium,” (“The Joy of  the Gospel,” 2013) Pope Francis 
refers to the revealed truths that explicitly proclaim “the 
heart of  the Gospel.” He affirms that at the core of  the 
Gospel “(w)hat shines forth is the beauty of  the saving 
love of  God made manifest in Jesus Christ who died and 
rose from the dead.” (EG, n. 36) 

Msgr. Ketteler is director of  ecumenism, episcopal liaison 
to the Messenger.

COMMENTARY

Father Ronald Ketteler

‘With our eyes fixed on Jesus  

and his merciful gaze,  

we experience the love  

of  the Most Holy Trinity.  

The mission Jesus received  

from the Father was that of  revealing  

the mystery of  divine love  

in its fullness,  

“God is love” (I John 4: 8, 16) . . . 

 This love has now been made visible  

and tangible in Jesus’ entire life.  

His person is nothing but love,  

a love given gratuitously.’’
— Pope Francis, “Misericordiae Vultus” 

(2015): n. 8.
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COMMENTARY

Blessed by a cross
Sometimes it takes an extraordinary event or person 

to help you put your own life into perspective. That hap-
pened to me recently and I feel so blessed because of  how 

it made me see the beauty 
of  God’s plan in life. 

One of  my former 
employees at St. Anne had 
to retire because of  a 
health-related condition 
— a very serious condi-
tion. She was made for the 
Retreat Center. She has a 
heart for service and a 
love for her faith that is 
contagious. Now I think 
all of  my staff  have those 
qualities, but this particu-
lar person has it in a spe-
cial way. Her impact on 
the guests and the staff  

was unforgettable. People still talk about her. 
I haven’t seen her in a while, so I went to visit her. I 

should have done it sooner. While her physical condition 
may be suffering, her spirit and her heart are as a strong 
as they’ve always been. We talked about her time at St. 
Anne, and she talked openly about the journey she is on. 
Never was there a moment of  regret, anger or doubt. 

Instead, she talked about all the wonderful blessings she 
has received during this difficult time. Her concern was 
more for how we are doing at St. Anne. 

It was a remarkable visit and a reminder to me of  how 
powerful the cross in our life can be. She has hoisted that 
cross on her back and walked through this time with a 
smile on her face and a song in her heart. She talked 
about how this time has given her the opportunity to 
deepen her prayer life. How she spends her time listening 
to podcasts since reading has become difficult for her. 

After about 45 minutes, I could sense her energy was 
rapidly leaving her, so we wrapped up our visit. We 
hugged and I can honestly say I could feel the love from 
her in that hug. As I drove away, I couldn’t help but feel 
the tears welling up in me. It was not a sadness for her 
but instead a sense of  how much the world will miss this 
gentle soul when she leaves this side of  life. I guess one of  
the great ways to tell the quality of  a person is if  they 
have left the world a better place for being here. She cer-
tainly is doing that — I am a better man for knowing and 
being around her. I can tell you for certain that it won’t be 
long before I return to that wellspring of  faith, hope and 
love that pours forth from her. 

Jesus never promised us that this life would be easy. 
But he did promise that he would never abandon us, and 

Dobbs hysteria and Russian disinformationThe vision of God and  
the surrender of our soul There are striking parallels between the Russian dis-

information campaign that continues to foul the global 
communications space in the third month of  the war on 
Ukraine and the hysterical screeds of  pro-abortion 

American politicians after 
a draft Supreme Court deci-
sion in the Dobbs case 
leaked. In both instances, 
those who’ve lost an argu-
ment — or who had no 
argument to begin with — 
resort to creating an alter-
native reality through 
euphemisms that are the 
functional equivalent of  
lies. 

President Joe Biden’s 
contribution to alternative 
reality was to declare that 
Roe v. Wade (which created 
the world’s most libertine 

abortion law) “says what all basic mainstream religions 
have historically concluded, that the existence of  a 
human life and being is a question.” Buried within that 
muddled syntax was the pernicious claim that the ques-
tion of  when human life begins is religious, not empiri-
cal. It is not; it never has been; and it never will be. That 
human life begins at conception is a scientific fact, once 
known to high school sophomores from biology class. 

And isn’t there an ominous parallel between President 
Biden’s nonsensical assertion that there’s no settled 
answer to when life begins and President Vladimir 
Putin’s equally nonsensical claim that Ukraine is neither 
a real nation nor a sovereign state, but rather an integral 
part of  the “Russian world” that must be restored to its 
proper place within that “world”? Both claims bespeak an 
alternative reality to, well, reality. 

Then there is the mantra invoked by Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and others, that the Roe v. Wade regime of  abor-
tion-on-demand is essential to “reproductive health care.” 
The corruption of  language here is staggering — and 
finds its parallel in Putin’s insistence that his invasion of  
Ukraine was a “special military operation,” not an act of  
war. 

In a seminal 1946 essay, “Politics and the English 
Language,” George Orwell argued that “ugly and inaccu-
rate” language in politics “is designed to make lies sound 
truthful and murder respectable, and to give an appear-
ance of  solidity to pure wind.” This is what Pelosi and 
Putin do when they refuse to call things by their right 
names, when they deploy euphemisms to mask the reali-

ty of  something brutal and repulsive, and when, in doing 
so, they deceive the publics they claim to lead. Many 
Americans are rightly aghast at the levels of  Russian 
popular support for Putin’s murderous aggression, which 
is partially the result of  the Russian people being fed a 
steady diet of  lies by state-controlled media. But isn’t that 
lethal diet of  euphemisms and falsehoods analogous to 
tarting up abortion as “reproductive health care” essen-
tial to “women’s empowerment”? 

President Biden and Speaker Pelosi have cut through 
the smog of  Putin’s propaganda and told the truth about 
Russia and Ukraine. That they cannot or will not see that 
they are deploying Putinesque tactics in their support of  
the constitutionally indefensible Roe v. Wade tells us just 
how debased, even grotesque, the defense of  abortion-on-
demand has become. 

Distorting the things of  God for political purposes is 
yet another tactic in the creation of  an alternative reality. 

On May 3, the president of  the House of  Deputies of  
the Episcopal Church, the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, 
decried pro-lifers’ efforts to “exercise theocratic control” 
over others and declared that, “As Episcopalians, we have 
a particular obligation to stand against Christians who 
seek to destroy our multicultural democracy and recast 
the United States as an idol to the cruel and distorted 
Christianity they advocate.” Thus, she concluded, “we 
must make our Christian witness to the dignity of  every 
human being by insisting that we support the right to 
safe and legal reproductive health care because our faith 
in a compassionate God requires us to do so.” 

Query to the Rev. Jennings: Does our “compassionate 
God” have nothing to say about the tens of  millions of  
innocents killed in vitro by “safe and legal reproductive 
health care”? 

The Rev. Jennings’ May 3 summons to the pro-abortion 
barricades will have struck orthodox Christian ears as 
bizarre, even heretical. But was it materially different 
from a sermon preached that same day in the Kremlin’s 
Archangel Cathedral? There, Patriarch Kirill of  Moscow 
and All Rus’ declared that “Russia has never attacked 
anyone. It is amazing that a great and powerful country 
never attacked anyone — it only defended its borders. 
God grant that … our country [will continue to] be like 
this — strong and powerful and at the same time loved by 
God.” 

Jennings and Kirill betray the Gospel by embracing 
two forms of  the culture of  death. No humane society 
can be built on that lethal foundation. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The readings for the sixth Sunday of  Easter — 
Cycle C are: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Revelations 21:10-14, 
22-23 and John 14:23-29. 

“Where there is no vision of  God the people perish.” 
This wisdom from the book of  Proverbs teaches us some-
thing essential to our existence, both earthly and heaven-
ly. Without a vision of  the true God — the one from 

which our very being 
came and to which our 
being will go — 
humankind is less than it 
could and should be. 

We are created by God 
and redeemed by Christ. 
We are created in the 
image of  God and 
redeemed, and thus fash-
ioned for eternity, in the 
image of  Christ. Without 
this vision of  God at the 
center of  our being and 
directing our striving, we 
tend to disintegrate and 

become overcome by the world and imprisoned by ego. 
The Book of  Revelation gives us this extraordinary 

image of  the heavenly realm: “The angel took me in spir-
it and showed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down 
out of  heaven from God. It gleamed with the splendor of  
God … The city had no need of  sun or moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of  God gave it light, and its lamp was the 
Lamb.” We should deeply ponder this heavenly vision, 
which is our destiny, one achieved for us by the blood — 
the Divine Love — of  the Lamb of  God. 

This is the vision — the reality of  God — that sustains 
us and is present to us in the here and now in our cele-
bration of  the Holy Eucharist. It is through the celebra-
tion and adoration of  the Holy Eucharist that we ponder, 
encounter and cement our citizenship in the new 
Jerusalem, the holy city of  God, that place of  the eternal 
reality of  the divine love of  God. It is for this reason we 
place the celebration and adoration of  the Holy 
Eucharist at the center of  our lives so that we might cen-
ter our life in Christ, amidst the trials and sufferings that 
beset us on our earthly pilgrimage. 

It behooves us to be honest about how the various tri-
als and sufferings of  our earthly pilgrimage can cause us 
to become unmoored from what is most important. So 
many things can tempt us to doubt or instill anxiety 
within us. As the British artist, poet and spiritual writer, 
Caryll Houselander, noted: “Too many anxious 
Christians today think that their efforts to preach and 
teach and enter into outward activities can do more to 
save the world than surrender of  their souls to God, to 
become Christ-bearers.” 

This surrender of  our souls — to be Christ-bearers — 
is the source of  that peace that Jesus gives to us. Such is 
not a peace that comes from being free of  difficulty or 
suffering, but in being in communion with Christ and 
judging all things according to horizon of  the Heavenly 
city. This is a view and a posture that can only be 
achieved by keeping to the word of  Jesus as the mark of  
our love for him. 

We cannot love Jesus Christ without keeping his 
word. There is perhaps no word in the English language 
more abused and hollowed out than the word “love.” In 
the city of  man, love is used in an emotional and rela-
tivistic way; but in the City of  God, love is revealed and 
defined as keeping the word of  Christ. Christ reveals to 
us the true content and meaning of  love — the lamp that 
is the Lamb sheds light on it: Love is self-sacrifice for love 
of  others in the pattern of  the Lamb of  God, Jesus 
Christ. 

In contemplating this great vision of  divine love and 
heavenly reality, we can pray with sincere devotion that 
in offering our sacrifices we may be purified by the gra-
ciousness of  Christ, so that we might learn to surrender 
to the mysteries of  his mighty love, eternally. After all, 
where there is no vision of  God, the people perish. 

Father Phillip W. DeVous is the pastor of  St. Charles 
Parish, Flemingsburg, and St. Rose of  Lima Parish, May’s 
Lick, Ky.

Deacon David Profitt

VIEWPOINT

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

Father Phillip DeVous

GO AND GLORIFY

(Continued on page 18)



Tom Ziegler  
Staff  Writer  

The Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, Northern 
Kentucky will be hosting its annual baseball night at 
Florence Y’alls Thomas More 
Stadium, Florence, June 1. The 
Serra Club is currently sell-
ing $10 ticket vouchers; 50 
percent of  the voucher, 
$5, will be given to the 
Serra club in support 
of  their ministry. This 
is one of  the Serra 
Club’s two major 
fundraisers. 

“It’s a wonderful 
fundraiser for us, it rais-
es close to $4,000 a year 
and with the golf  fundrais-
er we are able to conduct our 
ministry in the diocese,” said 
Mike Murray, director of  Stewardship and 
Mission Services.  

The Serra Club’s ministry is to support vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life in the Diocese of  Covington. 
The club sponsors several annual events including the pic-
nic for women religious, the priest appreciation dinner, a 
seminarian cook out, deacons’ picnic and the server 
awards. 

“We are able to conduct all of  those activities because of  
the success we have with those two fundraisers,” Mr. 

Murray said.  
A highlight of  the Y’alls game is the honorary first 

pitch. This year the Serra Club has chosen Father Michael 
Hennigen, pastor, Holy Cross Parish; Deacon Jim Fortner, 
Blessed Sacrament Parish; and Franciscan Daughter of  
Mary Mother Seraphina for the honor. 

Tickets for the June 1 Serra Club fundraiser ball game 
are available for purchase from Serra Club members and 
online at florenceyalls.com using the code “Serra Club” in 
the special offer code field. For questions or additional 
information contact Mike Murray at (859) 630-4228 or by e-
mail at mmurray@covdio.org.

Serra Club Y’alls game fundraiser
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Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

In the wake of  the devastating war erupting earlier this 
year in the Eastern European nation of  Ukraine, the 
USCCB (United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops) 
declared that the annual collection for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe would be the source of  fund-
ing for the Catholic Church’s response to the war in 
Ukraine. 

In the beginning weeks of  the war, the USCCB, through 
these collections, was able to provide over $350,000 in aid to 
the dioceses and eparchies in Ukraine that provide relief  
to war-torn Ukrainians. Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Schevchuk said that many dioceses in Ukraine “have 
turned into humanitarian hubs” and are helping “where 
it is really needed.” 

In the Diocese of  Covington, the diocese’s contribution 
to this effort was part of  the International Mission Needs 
Combined Collection (IMNCC), which occurred the week-
end of  March 26 and 27, 2022. According to Michael 
Murray, director of  Stewardship and Mission Services for 
the Diocese of  Covington, money sent to the diocesan 
offices labelled specifically for “Ukraine” or “Eastern 
Europe” will be forwarded to the USCCB for the Collection 
for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe in June.  

As of  May 9, the faith community of  the Diocese of  
Covington has raised over $26,000 for the collection for the 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe.

An update on  
collections for  
Ukrainian relief

granted — the ability to be a kid … to not have the weight of  the world on 
your shoulders or trying to figure out where your next meal is coming 
from or trying to parent your own parents. They can have Christmas par-
ties, they can go on outings, they can do simple things like take a walk 
with their peers. I think there’s a tremendous healing power in that as 
well.” 

The DCCH Center’s HALO League is a great way to help provide that 
“experience of  being a 2 

child” for the children in residential treatment. HALO is an acronym 
for Helping All the Little Ones. The HALO League is a group of  volun-
teers that organize game nights, cookouts, bowling, parties and just a lot 
of  fun. 

Mr. Wilson said that the residential treatment program was most 
effected by the pandemic and — while rebounding — still suffers its 
effects. 

“If  you think of  our own families, when things were locked down, 
everybody’s sitting on top of  each other more than they normally would, 
which can be a blessing in some ways, but can also stretch things thin. We 
really struggled with that,” Mr. Wilson said as he described how outings, 
even family visits, were cancelled or curtailed. 

Managing the coronavirus itself  at the Home was a challenge in itself  
— trying to keep staff  and residents healthy and managing COVID cases 
and close contacts. Mr. Wilson said the experience was not unlike what 
nursing homes experienced. 

“For us, what it really did is, it put a lot of  pressure on our frontline 
staff  and I cannot say enough about our frontline staff,” Mr. Wilson said. 
“We have had some people who are just working an incredibly high 
amount of  hours per week to cover for other people who were out.” 

Like other businesses, DCCH Center is also struggling to find staff. 
“We are continually recruiting and interviewing and trying to get peo-
ple,” he said. 

Like many dark and challenging times, the COVID pandemic has also 
brought out the best in people and, Mr. Wilson said, DCCH Center has 
been the beneficiary of  that generosity. 

“The one silver lining about the pandemic was to see that people didn’t 
forget about us,” Mr. Wilson said. “I was very concerned at the beginning 
of  the loneliness that individuals, donors, families, were going to circle 
the wagons and just hunker down. We rely on the generosity of  the com-
munity and the parishes so much … and I really thought that was going 
to trail down, but it was really an amazing surprise — the numbers stayed 
up. People would call and ask what we would need. It just was really grat-
ifying. So, I would like to thank all of  those folks in the community who 
remembered our children and remembered the families that we serve, 

SUMMER FESTIVAL
Saturday, JUNE 11 

4:00 p.m. – 11 p.m.

 Father Stenger

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
in Historic CAMP SPRINGS 

Invite You To Our

Father Stenger and the Parishioners of

Outdoor Grill & Food Court 
Homemade Desserts & Beer Garden

*  BOOTHS   *   BIG CARD POKER   *    KIDS GAMES  * 
  *  DUCKY DOWNS   *   WINE & ALCOHOL RAFFLES  * 

*  $1,500 MAJOR RAFFLE  *  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   *     

Directions: Take AA Highway (Rt. 9) from Wilder. Go 9 miles  
to Rt. 547 exit. Turn right and go 1 mile to church. 

Information (859) 635-2491         Lic #0603

DCCH offers supportive programs  
(Continued from page 2)
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis told older 
people to use retirement as a time to serve oth-
ers and to sow the seeds of  their wisdom. 

When people retire, starting the new chapter 
in life requires “a creative attention, a new 
attention, a generous availability,” the pope said 
during his general audience in St. Peter’s 
Square May 11. 

“The previous skills of  active life lose their 
constraint and become resources to be given 
away: teaching, advising, building, caring, lis-
tening ... preferably in favor of  the most disad-
vantaged who cannot afford any learning or 
who are abandoned in their loneliness,” he said. 

Communities, he said, must understand 
“how to benefit from the talents and charisms of  
so many elderly people who are already retired, 
but who are a wealth to be treasured.” 

The pope continued his series of  talks dedi-
cated to the meaning and value of  “old age” and 
reflected on the biblical figure of  Judith, a pious 
widow, who, as a young woman, “had won the 
esteem of  the community with her courage” in 
killing the commander-in-chief  of  the threaten-
ing armies of  Nebuchadnezzar. 

With her heroism, she lived “to the fullest the 
mission the Lord had entrusted to her,” the pope 
said, and then, as an older widow with no chil-
dren, she saw “it was time for her to leave the 
good legacy of  wisdom, tenderness and gifts for 
her family and her community.” 

When people reach retirement age, they usu-
ally can expect to have many years ahead of  
them, he said. They may wonder what they 
should do and ask, “how can I grow in authority, 
in holiness, in wisdom?” 

If  there are grandchildren, there will be “the 
task, joyful and tiring,” of  looking after them, he 
said. 

“The little ones learn the power of  tender-
ness and respect for frailty” from their grandparents, and 
grandparents learn that “tenderness and frailty are not 
solely signs of  decline: for young people, they are condi-
tions that humanize the future,” he said. 

But sometimes family members live far apart, there are 
fewer children, and employment and housing conditions 
may be “unfavorable” to an intergenerational family, or 
families may not want grandparents to have an education-
al role or to do more than just help out when needed, he 
added. 

With so many new demands on today’s families, he said, 
they must learn to “reshape the traditional connection 
between the generations” and make their “conditions 
more human, more loving, more just.” 

“When we think of  a legacy,” he said, “at times we think 
of  goods, and not of  the goodness that is done in old age, 
and that has been sown, that goodness that is the best lega-

cy we can leave,” not just goods or assets. 
The pope encouraged people read the Book of  Judith to 

be inspired by her example. “Judith is not a pensioner who 
lives the emptiness it brings melancholically: she is a pas-
sionate mature woman who fills the time God gives her 

with gifts.” 
“This is how I would like all our grandmothers to be: 

courageous, wise and who bequeath to us not money, but 
the legacy of  wisdom, sown in their grandchildren,” he 
said.

Pope tells grandparents to leave grandkids their legacy of wisdom

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Vietnamese-American photographer Nick Ut gives Pope Francis a copy of  his famous 1972 photograph “The Terror of  War,” also 
known as the “Napalm Girl.” As a girl, Phan Thi Kim Phúc, left, was featured in the photograph.
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Caritas has assisted more than 1.2 million  
people in Ukraine, leaders say

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading 
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls 
Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,  
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562      Excellence Since 1979

Lincoln Model built by Arlinghaus Builders!
Open floor plan, featuring 4-5 large Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Walk-in Closets, 
Primary Bath with double sinks, 2nd floor Laundry, Lower Level walkout, and 

a flexible Bonus/ Game Room. 
Relax on the front porch or back 
deck on warm summer evenings. 
Home situated on a treed lot.  
New carpet and fresh paint 
throughout. Call today for your 
private showing.

Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Facing the trauma of  conflict 
requires love and hope, and Caritas has been hard at work 
sharing this “medicine” with everyone, said the director of  
Caritas-Spes. 

The war will not end with just a peace agreement, said 
Pallottine Father Vyacheslav Grynevych, director of  the 
charitable arm of  the Latin-rite Catholic dioceses in 
Ukraine. 

“The war will be ended when we can forgive all of  the 
evil things that we saw, when we restore not just our hous-
es, but our souls, our memory,” he said at a news confer-
ence May 16. 

“There is medicine” for this “picture of  war” that can 
remain in people’s minds for a lifetime, he said; it is “the 
medicine of  the church, the medicine of  love, of  
hope, and it is our vocation as a Caritas family to 
share this between people.” 

Father Grynevych was one of  several Caritas 
representatives who provided an update on the 
work of  national Caritas offices in Ukraine and 
the Caritas confederation in response to the war. 

The priest also spoke about a meeting May 15 
with Pope Francis, who invited the small group 
to tell him about what Caritas staff  and volun-
teers have been doing. 

He said he told the pope how the bishops and 
priests in Ukraine have become volunteers of  
Caritas. “We all are Caritas” with local churches 
collaborating, as well as collecting and storing 
items for distribution, he said. 

Father Grynevych said the pope praised this 
unity in action, and he said the pope’s call for a 
church that “goes forth” outside its own doors 
has become “our experience, our reality now.” 

From the start of  the war Feb. 24 to early May, 
Caritas-Spes and Caritas Ukraine — the Caritas 
arm of  the Eastern Catholic dioceses — have 
assisted more than 1.22 million people through 
more than 50 local centers across the country, 
Caritas Internationalis said in written press 
materials. Assistance includes shelter and tem-
porary housing, hot meals and to-go food pack-
ets, medications, hygiene kits, recreational activ-
ities for children and psychological assistance 
for children, families and individuals. 

According to the U.N. Refugee Agency, some 
13.7 million people — 30 percent of  the popula-
tion — have been displaced from their homes. At 
least 7.7 million people are displaced within 
Ukraine and more than 6 million people have left 
the country seeking refuge. The Caritas network 
in bordering nations has been assisting refugees. 

Tetiana Stawnychy, president of  Caritas 
Ukraine, said that for those still in Ukraine, local 

Caritas centers have been a place where people can find 
community and renewal. 

In places of  war and conflict, there is a tendency for 
things to follow a path of  “chaos, destruction, war, aggres-
sion,” she said. But there can be a “peace that is pushing 
back on it,” which is “solidarity, love, care for one another, 
and it restores people’s inner integrity.” 

This kind of  support “is the DNA of  Caritas,” said 
Silvia Sinibaldi, international cooperation and humani-
tarian director at Caritas Europa. 

Caritas is rooted in the local community, and it relies on 
the hard work and dedication of  staff  and volunteers, she 
said. Volunteers “are the engine” powering the network 
and many volunteers are those who had been receiving 
help during their time of  need, she added. 

Father Grynevych said he has been impressed by how 

people have been able to come together in an extremely 
challenging situation. 

He pointed to the groups of  people living underground 
in city subway systems. He said each subway station is 
highly organized with a “leader” and distribution points 
for food and medicine. People even vote for what movie 
they want to watch each evening, he said. 

The leaders of  each subway station are in communica-
tion with each other so if  something is missing, like sugar, 
for example, they arrange for an exchange of  needed goods 
along the subway lines, he said. 

From the outside looking in, “it’s a terrible image when 
a child was born, for example, in the metro station,” he 
said. But on the other hand, “it shows the beauty of  the 
human soul that is very flexible to the situation” and can 
come together with positive leadership.

CNS photo/Alexander Ermochenko, Reuters 

A bird sits on a cross amid newly made graves at a cemetery near Mariupol, Ukraine, May 15, 2022, during the Ukraine-Russia conflict. 
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The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following chan-
nels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 
517; and DirectTV 25. 

Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - 
noon., Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to 
the public, 50 percent off  the first Thursday of  each 
month. Proceeds benefit children living at DCCH 
Center. Donation drop-off  preferred during regular 
Flea Market hours – 75 Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, senior art 
show.  Senior students will have their work on display 
in the Bishop Brossart Art Gallery, open for the public 
to view on Sunday, May 29, noon - 4:00 p.m.  

Bishop Brossart High School men and women golf out-
ings, A J Jolly Golf  Course includes 18 holes with cart, 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Ladies outing, June 16, cost $90; 
call 781-4337 for reservations. Men’s outing, June 17, cost 
$100; call 635-4657 for reservations. 

Join the Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, June 1, 6:31 
p.m., at UC Health Stadium for the Florence Y’alls. Tickets 
$10 each; the Serra Club keeps $5 for its ministry. Tickets 

may be purchased from Serra Club members, or online, 
https://www.ticketreturn.com/ enter the code “SerraClub” 
in the special offer code field. Call 392-1500 or e-mail mmur-
ray@covdio.org for information. 

Swing Dance for Young Adults, May 28, 7 p.m., St. Bernard 
Parish, Dayton, Garvey Hall. A lesson will begin at 7 p.m. (so 
don’t be afraid to come if  you’ve never done it before!) 
Contact dmsb.nickolas@gmail.com. 

Flea Market, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, 8 
a.m.–3 p.m., June 3-4, Noll Hall. Free admission and 
parking. Call 341-6609. 

“New Manna Retreat,” June 4, Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Ft. Mitchell. Father Thomas Picchioni will 
explore the four different faces of  the Real Manna 
come down from heaven and how each comes with a 
different understanding, response and relationship. 
Registration: 8– 8:30 a.m.; retreat 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.  
No cost to attend; free will offering accepted. RSVP 
appreciated, e-mail 
sproutingstumpministries@gmail.com or call/text 
(859) 803-8890. Eligible for 8 CEUs. 

Holy Cross District High School is hosting basketball  
summer camps. Girls basketball camp, June 6–9, 9–11:30 
a.m., for girls entering grades 5–8; 1–3:30 p.m. for girls enter-

ing grades 1–4. Cost is $70; register at hchscov.com/girls–bas-
ketball. Boys basketball camp, June 13–16, 9–11:30 a.m., for 
boys entering grades 6–9; 12:30–3 p.m., boys entering grades 
2–5. Cost $75, register at hchscov.com/boys–basketball. 

Bishop Brossart High School sports summer camps: Girls 
basketball, June 13–16, 8:30–11:30 a.m. grades 2–9; Boys bas-
ketball, June 20–23, 8:30–11:30 a.m., grades 2–9; Girls/Boys 
volleyball, July 11–13, 8:30–11:30 a.m.; Youth baseball, June 7–
9, 9 a.m.–noon; Girls soccer, May 31–June 2, 8:30–11a.m., 
grades Pre K–8; Boys soccer, July 11–13, 8:30–11a.m., grades 
pre–K–8. Visit bishopbrossart.org/summer-camps. 

Bishop Brossart High School drama camp, presents 
Disney Frozen Kids. Auditions are June 9, 3:30–5:30 p.m. and 
June 11, 10 a.m.–noon. Camp is June 13–17, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.; per-
formance, June 18, 3 p.m. Visit bishopbrossart.org/events. 

Upcoming Mornings of Reflection with Father 
Conor Kunath: June 18 at St. Thomas Parish, Fort 
Thomas, from 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM   

Religious Freedom Week 2022 begins June 22, the 
Feast of  Saints Thomas More and John Fisher. The 
United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops invites 
Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to promote religious 
freedom. Learn more at https://www.usccb.org/com-
mittees/ religious-liberty. 

PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Wake up left, wake up right 
Each morning, the Kindergarteners and First Graders at  
St. Patrick School, Taylor Mill, warm up with a cross over 
exercise to wake up both sides of  their brains.

Together forever, like water and wine 
Father Gregory, pastor, St. Henry Catholic Church, Elsmere, called the First Communicants forward during his homily to 
explain how the wine at Communion is the divinity and the water that is added to it is like us. Once you pour the water 
into the wine, you cannot get it back out again. Jesus came down from heaven to be one like us and how, when we go to 
Communion, we receive Jesus in the Eucharist.

Way to go 
Holy Cross Elementary school, Latonia, first graders cheer for their peer that completed the first-grade level in XtraMath.  

Daughters of  the American Revolution 
St. Patrick 6th-grader Brynlee Robinson and 7th-rader 
Hope Comer won first place in their respective grades at 
the Kentucky Daughters of  the American Revolution state 
awards ceremony. Brynlee Robinson was also named the 
overall winner for her grade in the East Central Region.
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Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — The lives of  the saints prove that 
holiness is not an unreachable goal accomplished by a 
select few but comes from acknowledging and sharing 
God’s love, Pope Francis said. 

“Our Christian lives begin not with doctrine and good 
works, but with the amazement born of  realizing that we 
are loved, prior to any response on our part,” the pope said 

in his homily during the canonization Mass in which he 
declared 10 men and women as saints of  the Catholic 
Church. 

“At times, by over emphasizing our efforts to do good 
works, we have created an ideal of  holiness excessively 
based on ourselves, our personal heroics, our capacity for 
renunciation, our readiness for self-sacrifice in achieving 
a reward. In this way, we have turned holiness into an 
unattainable goal,” he said. 

An estimated 45,000 pilgrims from around the world 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square at the beginning of  the can-

onization Mass, and tens of  thousands more arrived in 
time for the recitation of  the “Regina Coeli” prayer after-
ward, the Vatican said. 

Carmelite Father Michael Driscoll, who lives in Boca 
Raton, Florida, was among the pilgrims who arrived early 
for the canonization Mass, which he said he has “been 
waiting for for 18 years” since his miraculous healing from 
advanced, metastatic melanoma. He had prayed for St. 
Titus Brandsma’s intercession, and his healing was 

accepted as the miracle needed for the Dutch Carmelite’s 
canonization. 

Father Driscoll told Catholic News Service May 13 he 
was “very anxious and thrilled” for the canonization of  St. 
Brandsma, who died in 1942 at the Dachau concentration 
camp after he “used his talents as a teacher, as a publicist 
and as a writer” to fight against Nazi ideology. 

“He fought with his mouth in the pulpit, he fought with 
his pen and typewriter way before the internet came along. 
He used all that was available at that time and rallied 
Holland,” Father Driscoll told CNS. 

“I think for the church, (especially with) all the troubles 
that are happening in Ukraine, that’s where we should be 
adamantly against that same ideology, (which is) similar to 
Nazism,” he added. 

In his homily, the pope reflected on the Sunday Gospel 
reading from St. John in which Jesus calls on his disciples 
to love one another “as I have loved you.” 

Christ’s call, he said, should be “the core of  our own 
faith,” a faith that recognizes that “our abilities and our 
merits are not the central thing, but rather the uncondi-
tional, free and unmerited love of  God.” 

“Being disciples of  Jesus and advancing on the path of  
holiness means first and foremost letting ourselves be 
transfigured by the power of  God’s love. Let us never forget 
the primacy of  God over self, of  the Spirit over the flesh, of  
grace over works,” the pope said. 

Jesus’ call to love one another, he continued, is not sole-
ly a call to imitate his love for humanity, but a reminder 

that Christians “are able to love only because he 
has loved us, because he pours into our hearts 
his own Spirit, the Spirit of  holiness, love that 
heals and transforms.” 

To live one’s life according to that love, the 
pope said Christians must be willing to serve 
others, which clears one’s soul from “the poison 
of  greed and competitiveness” and fights “the 
cancer of  indifference and the woodworm of  
self-referentiality.” 

Giving one’s life, he said, is “more than sim-
ply offering something of  ours to others,” but 
rather it is a way of  “surmounting our selfish-
ness in order to make our lives a gift.” 

Pope Francis said that the 10 new saints 
exemplified the Christian call “to serve the 
Gospel and our brothers and sisters, to offer our 
lives without expecting anything in return, or 
any worldly glory.” 

“They discovered an incomparable joy, and 
they became brilliant reflections of  the Lord of  
history,” the pope said. “May we strive to do the 
same, for each of  us is called to holiness, to a 
form of  holiness all our own.” 

The new saints are: 
— Devasahayam Pillai, an Indian layman 

born in 1712 and martyred in 1752. 
— César de Bus, the French founder of  the 

Fathers of  Christian Doctrine, who was born in 
1544 and died in 1607. 

— Luigi Maria Palazzolo, Italian founder of  
the Congregation of  the Sisters of  the Poor, who 
lived 1827-1886. 

— Giustino Maria Russolillo, Italian founder 
of  the Society of  Divine Vocations for men and 
the Vocationist Sisters, 1891-1955. 

— Charles de Foucauld, French priest and 
hermit, born in 1858 and killed in 1916. 

— Anna Maria Rubatto, Italian founder of  the order 
now known as the Capuchin Sisters of  Mother Rubatto, 
who lived 1844-1904. 

— Maria Domenica Mantovani, co-founder and first 
superior general of  the Little Sisters of  the Holy Family, 
born in 1862 and died in 1934. 

— Titus Brandsma, Dutch priest and journalist, who 
was born in 1881 and martyred in 1942. 

— Carolina Santocanale, Italian founder of  the 
Congregation of  the Capuchin Sisters of  the Immaculate 
of  Lourdes, who lived 1852-1923. 

— Marie Rivier, French founder of  the Sisters of  the 
Presentation of  Mary. She was born in 1768 and died in 
1838.

Saints’ lives prove God’s love for all,  
pope says at canonization Mass

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

The postulators, or promoters, of  the sainthood causes of  10 men and women stand before Pope Francis as he proclaims the 10 saints 
May 15, 2022, during a Mass in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. Banners with images of  the 10 hang from the facade of  St. Peter’s 
Basilica.
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Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — After a long pandemic pause, Pope 
Francis celebrated a Mass May 15 for the canonization of  
10 men and women: five from Italy, three from France, one 
from India and one from the Netherlands. 

The last canonization ceremony was celebrated Oct. 13, 
2019, and included St. John Henry Newman. Those canon-
ized will bring to 909 the saints Pope Francis has recog-
nized officially during his pontificate; the figure includes 
the 813 “Martyrs of  Otranto,” who were killed in the south-
ern Italian city in 1480 and declared saints in 2013. 

In view of  the canonization ceremony, the 
Congregation for Saints’ Causes has published a brief  
biography of  each of  the 10 new saints and information 
about the miracle attributed to their intercession needed 
for their canonizations. While the Church does not require 
the recognition of  a miracle for the beatification of  a mar-
tyr, it generally requires one for all blesseds to be declared 
saints. 

 
The 10, listed in the order the congregation lists 

them, are: 
 

— Blessed Devasahayam Pillai, an Indian layman 
and father who was born to an upper-caste Hindu fam-
ily in 1712 and converted to Christianity in 1745. The 
Vatican said his refusal to participate in Hindu cere-
monies and his preaching about “the equality of  all 
people,” denying the Hindu caste system, led to his 
arrest, torture and his death in 1752. 

The only details the Vatican provided about the mir-
acle in his case was that it involved “the resuscitation 
of  a fetus at the 20th week of  pregnancy of  an Indian 
woman” and that a diocesan inquiry into the case was 
held in 2015. 

— Blessed César de Bus, the France-born founder 
of  the Fathers of  Christian Doctrine, a religious con-
gregation dedicated to education, pastoral ministry 
and catechesis. Born in 1544, he enjoyed life and parties 
until he had a conversion experience in his early 30s 
and began dedicating his life to prayer and helping the 
poor. Ordained to the priesthood in 1582, he was a pio-
neer in educating the laity in the faith, using illustra-
tions he painted himself  and songs and poetry he 
wrote. He died in 1607. 

The Vatican said the miracle approved for his can-
onization was the healing in 2016 of  a young woman in 
Salerno, Italy, who suffered from “acinetobacter bau-
mannii meningitis” with a “cerebral hemorrhage from 
a high-flow AVM rupture with acute hydrocephalus.” 

 
— Blessed Luigi Maria Palazzolo, an Italian priest 

and founder of  the Congregation of  the Sisters of  the 
Poor. Born in 1827, he was ordained to the priesthood in 
1850. The Vatican biography said, “At that time there 
was an abundance of  clergy and, like the majority of  
priests from wealthy families who stayed at home and 
generously dedicated themselves to good works, Don 
Luigi chose to devote himself  to young people” at an 
oratory in a poor neighborhood. He opened a school 
that offered evening classes in reading and writing to 

men and boys before opening a separate oratory for 
girls and founding the Sisters of  the Poor to run it. 

The miracle recognized in his sainthood cause 
involved an Italian Sister of  the Poor who had an intes-
tinal perforation, sepsis, multi-organ failure and septic 
shock. In early 2016, when doctors had proclaimed her 
death imminent and had stopped trying to reverse the 
damage, she recovered. 

 
— Blessed Giustino Maria Russolillo, an Italian 

who, on the day of  his ordination to the priesthood in 
1913, vowed to establish a religious order dedicated to 
promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life, but his first attempt was stopped by his bishop. 
Eventually, though, he founded the Society of  Divine 
Vocations for men and the Vocationist Sisters. 

The healing in April 2016 of  a young member of  the 
Society of  Divine Vocations who was in a coma had 
acute respiratory failure and rhabdomyolysis (muscle 
death) after an epileptic seizure was the miracle 
accepted for his canonization. 

 
— Blessed Charles de Foucauld was born in 

Strasbourg, France, in 1858. He strayed from the faith 
during his adolescence, but during a trip to Morocco, 
he saw how devoted Muslims were to their faith, which 
inspired him to return to the church and, eventually, to 
join the Trappists. After living in monasteries in 
France and in Syria, he sought an even more austere 
life as a hermit. Ordained to the priesthood in 1901, he 
lived among the poor and finally settled in 
Tamanrasset, Algeria. In 1916, he was killed by a band 
of  marauders. His writings inspired the foundation, 
after his death, of  the Little Brothers of  Jesus and the 
Little Sisters of  Jesus. 

The miracle approved for his cause involved Charle, 
a carpenter’s apprentice working on restoring a chapel 
in Saumur, France, who fell over 50 feet, hitting a bench 
whose armrest pierced his left side and came out at the 
back at the base of  his rib cage. According to the Little 
Brothers of  Jesus, Charle did not pass out, got up 
immediately to seek help and, after surgery, was dis-
charged from the hospital after a week. “He went back 
to work two months after the accident without suffer-
ing any physical or psychological ill-effects,” the order 
said. The accident occurred Nov. 30, 2016, the eve of  the 
centenary of  Blessed Charles’ death. 

 
— Blessed Anna Maria Rubatto, founder of  the 

order now known as the Capuchin Sisters of  Mother 
Rubatto, was born in Carmagnola, Italy, in 1844 and 
died in Montevideo, Uruguay, in 1904. 

The miracle accepted in her cause involved the heal-
ing in March 2000 in Colonia, Uruguay, of  a young man 
suffering from “cranio-encephalic trauma with severe 
subarachnoid hemorrhage, severe coma, endocranial 
hypertension and diffuse axonal damage,” the 
Congregation for Saints’ Causes said. 

 
— Blessed Maria Domenica Mantovani, co-

founder and first superior general of  the Little Sisters 
of  the Holy Family. Born in 1862 in Castelletto di 

Brenzone, Italy, she dedicated her life to serving the 
poor and needy as well as assisting the sick and the eld-
erly. She died in 1934. 

The miracle in her case involved the healing in 2011 
of  a 12-year-old girl in Argentina who, during a medical 
procedure, suffered convulsions, cardiac arrest and 
respiratory failure. Touched with a relic of  Blessed 
Mantovani and supported by the prayers of  her family, 
the girl was extubated two days later and went on to 
recover, the Vatican said. 

 
— Blessed Titus Brandsma was born in 

Oegeklooster, Netherlands, in 1881 and entered the 
Carmelites in 1898. Ordained in 1905, he was sent to 
Rome for further studies and, while there, became a 
correspondent for several Dutch newspapers and mag-
azines. When he returned home, he founded the maga-
zine Karmelrozen and, in 1935, was named chaplain to 
the Dutch Catholic journalists’ association. During 
World War II, he was arrested and sent to Dachau for 
treason after defending Jews and encouraging Catholic 
newspapers not to print Nazi propaganda. He was 
killed with a lethal injection in 1942 at the age of  61 and 
cremated at the camp. 

The miracle in his cause involved Carmelite Father 
Michael Driscoll, former pastor of  St. Jude Church in 
Boca Raton, Florida, who is now 80 years old. In 2004 he 
had been diagnosed with severe, stage 4, metastatic 
melanoma and began praying to Blessed Titus and put-
ting a relic of  the martyr’s clothing on his head and 
neck. When the medical board of  the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes looked at the case, the Vatican said, “of  
the disease, which was particularly malignant and 
invasive, there was no longer any trace, even after 
more than 15 years.” 

 
— Blessed Marie Rivier, a Frenchwoman who 

founded the Sisters of  the Presentation of  Mary in 1796 
during the time of  the French Revolution, when many 
Catholic convents were closed and religious activities 
were outlawed. She was born in 1768 and died in 1838. 

The miracle recognized for her canonization, the 
Vatican said, occurred in 2015 in Tagbilaran, 
Philippines. It involved the disappearance of  hydrops 
— a buildup of  fluid in tissues and organs — in a fetus 
just over 12 weeks into the pregnancy. The baby girl 
was born healthy Sept. 6, 2015. 

 
— Blessed Carolina Santocanale, also known as 

Blessed Mary of  Jesus, an Italian nun born in 1852, 
who founded the Congregation of  the Capuchin Sisters 
of  the Immaculate of  Lourdes. She died in Palermo in 
1923. 

The Vatican said the miracle in her cause involved 
a young bride suffering from two autoimmune disor-
ders, myasthenia gravis and Hashimoto’s thyroiditis, 
and documented infertility. Yet, after prayers to 
Blessed Carolina, in December 2016 she discovered she 
was pregnant. And, six months after her first child was 
born healthy, she became pregnant again and gave 
birth to another healthy baby.

Faith, fortitude, martyrdom, miracles:  
Pope will recognize 10 new saints
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Terry O’Neill 
Catholic News Service 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Evidence is mount-
ing that assisted suicide’s introduction into the Canadian 
medical system is not only undermining governments’ oft-
stated plans to improve palliative care but is actively dam-
aging the country’s already inadequate palliative care sys-
tem. Some patients are choosing to die rather than to con-
tinue to live without adequate palliative care. 

Dr. Neil Hilliard, a palliative care expert from 
Abbotsford, British Columbia, said health facilities’ intro-

duction of  assisted suicide into palliative care wards and 
hospices, following legalization of  Medical Assistance in 
Dying (MAiD) in June 2016, has led to a reduction in true 
palliative cares services. 

“It’s like a cancer growing within the palliative care 
programs,” said Hilliard who, in 2017, resigned as medical 
director of  the Fraser Health Authority’s palliative care 
program because of  his opposition to the authority’s insis-
tence that he support the performing of  assisted suicide in 
hospices. 

“(MAiD) is starting to take over to a certain degree. But 
still only 5 percent of  people are choosing MAiD; 95 per-
cent would prefer to live well until they die naturally.” 

The Catholic Church has long supported palliative care 
for patients living with a life-threatening illness and has 
branded euthanasia or medically assisted suicide as an 
“intrinsically evil” act. 

Hilliard’s comments support recent testimony from two 

of  Canada’s leading palliative care physicians to a Special 
Joint Committee of  Parliament that is reviewing the coun-
try’s assisted suicide legislation. 

Dr. Leonie Herx, head of  palliative medicine at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario, and immediate past pres-
ident of  the Canadian Society of  Palliative Care 
Physicians, testified April 25 that only 30 percent-50 per-
cent of  Canadians who need palliative care have access to 
it, and only a “very few,” or about 15 percent, have access 
to specialist palliative care. 

“When patients’ palliative care needs are not met, the 

ensuing physical, emotional and spiritual suffering can 
lead to them feeling depressed, hopeless, and a burden to 
others — many of  the factors driving requests for MAiD,” 
Herx said. “Earlier palliative care can alleviate suffering 
before it becomes irremediable.” 

She pointed out that in its landmark 2015 Carter v. 
Canada decision, which legalized assisted suicide, the 
Supreme Court of  Canada discussed what possible 
impacts implementing a law for assisted death prior to 
securing universal access to palliative care might have on 
the development of  a strong palliative care system. 

“With almost six years of  lived experience now, we have 
seen significant deleterious effects of  the impact of  MAiD 
implementation on palliative care, including diminished 
resources and increasing distress experienced by pallia-
tive care clinicians,” Herx said. 

She said some health authorities’ incorporation of  
euthanasia into palliative care has led to palliative nurses 

leaving their jobs because they felt unable to provide pal-
liative care. And in Ontario, for example, some hospice pal-
liative care nurse practitioners are using their full-time 
paid palliative care roles to provide assisted suicide. 

Moreover, there is “increasing moral distress in pallia-
tive care clinicians from forced participation in MAiD due 
to some health authorities mandating that MAiD be pro-
vided in hospices and palliative care units or lose fund-
ing,” she said. “This is resulting in retention difficulties 
and early retirements from palliative care, which is accen-
tuating and accelerating the already critical shortage of  

specialist and generalist palliative 
care physicians.” 

As well, “palliative care clini-
cians are having to spend a signifi-
cant amount of  time on adminis-
trative issues related to MAiD, 
which takes away from being able 
to provide palliative care,” Herx 
said, adding that there is 
“decreased access to specialized 
palliative care beds when health 
authorities require hospices and 
palliative care units to admit 
patients for the sole purposes of  
administering MAiD.” 

Another consequence of  adding 
assisted suicide to palliative care is 
that some patients are unwilling to 
access palliative care services 
because they associate it with 
assisted suicide and are afraid pal-
liative care will hasten their death 
or euthanasia will be provided 
without their consent. 

“Currently, Canadians have a 
right to medical assistance in 
dying, but not to medical assistance 
in living,” Herx said. “Having 
accessible, high quality palliative 
care needs to be a universal health 
care right in Canada.” 

Dr. Ebru Kaya, president of  the 
Canadian Society of  Palliative Care 
Physicians, told the parliamentary 
committee April 28 that assisted 
suicide needs to be “distinct and 
separate” from palliative care to 

ensure that the latter does not suffer. 
“By separating them, palliative care can continue to be 

the safeguard, as intended,” Kaya said. “MAiD assessors 
and providers are in a conflict of  interest if  providing pal-
liative care at the same time. This does not prevent pallia-
tive care physicians from practicing MAiD — however 
they should not be providing palliative alongside MAiD for 
the same patient.” 

She continued: “We urgently need investment in pallia-
tive care programs that are administered and funded sep-
arately from MAiD, so that we are not competing for the 
same resources. Many programs have had to divert their 
already scarce resources to support MAiD services. This 
has made it even more challenging to provide palliative 
care when there are dire shortages in palliative care 
experts from coast to coast and, as a result, patients are 
even less likely to access palliative care.”

Canada’s assisted suicide law undercuts palliative care, experts say

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

CNS photo/Shaun Best, Reuters 

A dying cancer patient holds a stuffed animal during her final hours at a palliative care hospital in Winnipeg, Manitoba, July 24, 2010.
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Lucien Chauvin 
Catholic News Service 

BELIZE CITY — Greg Jones has a clear idea when his life 
changed. It was not in 1998, when he went to prison, or 2007, 
when he was paroled on a manslaughter charge. 

The year that stands out for Jones, which is not his real 
name, is 2002. That’s the year the Belize Central Prison went 
from state control to being run by the private Kolbe 
Foundation. 

“You did not want to be in the prison before Kolbe took 
over. It was horrible. The government put you there to rot and 
you had to do your best just to survive. In 2002, a miracle hap-
pened,” said Jones, 46 and a father of  five. 

The Central Prison, the only one in Belize, is a different 
kind of  private prison. Unlike privately managed prisons in 
the United States and elsewhere, it is not about making a prof-
it. Instead, the Catholic Church-inspired Kolbe Foundation is 

a nonprofit with rehabilitation of  inmates at its core. 
“Recidivism is the key word when you talk about prison. 

Our goal is to see the prison empty, unlike the for-profit pris-
ons that see this as a business opportunity. We want to offer 
inmates the best opportunity to turn around their lives,” said 
Francis “Cisco” Woods, who runs the Kolbe Foundation that 
his father started. 

The foundation got its start with the advent of  this century, 
when Woods’ family construction company was fixing the 

highway that runs by the prison. His father, John, decid-
ed to pay a visit and was appalled by the conditions. He 
complained to the government and the prime minister at 
the time, Said Musa, invited him to do something about 
it. 

The Kolbe Foundation was born. John Woods named 
the foundation after St. Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan 
priest who died in 1941 in Auschwitz. St. Maximilian 
Kolbe is the patron saint of  prisoners. The inspiration 
for the prison, however, came from his John Woods’ 
brother, Maryknoll Father Bill Woods, who was killed in 
a plane crash in Guatemala in 1976. 

The prison has close to 1,100 inmates, including men, 
women and youth offenders. The foundation runs every 
aspect of  the prison, but with government oversight. 
Earlier this year, the foundation finalized a new contract 
with the state, receiving $9 a day per inmate, which cov-
ers all the costs, including 250 employees. 

The number of  inmates has been decreasing for the 
past four years. Belize has one of  the lowest prison occu-

pancies in Latin America and the Caribbean, bettered only by 
three countries, according to a 2020 study from the Inter-
American Development Bank. 

Authorities report that the country’s homicide rate, once 
among the highest in the region, is also on the way down. The 
homicide rate was 42.55 per 100,000 people in 2012, falling to 
29.06 per 100,000 people last year, according to the Belize 

Crime Observatory. The U.S. 

State Department’s annual human rights report on Belize 
does cite some abuse committed by guards at the prison. 

Woods said recidivism has fallen substantially, now well 
below half  the 70 percent rate when the Kolbe Foundation 
took charge 20 years ago. 

He said the prison’s work is contributing to the declining 
crime and incarcerations rates. 

“We are having an impact, but it is not simple. The most 
important thing is to heal their (inmates) hearts, to help them 
forgive themselves,” said Woods. 

“We can teach them skills so that they can survive and 
make a living when they get out, but if  their heart is not 
healed, if  they cannot control their anger, forgive, if  they do 
not have coping skills, they will resort to same thing that 
brought them here,” he said. 

The prison offers an array of  work and study options, but 
Woods said the biggest innovation was incorporating a 
remote learning system, known as RACHEL, which provides 
hundreds of  options, from basic literacy to advanced courses, 
using tablets. 

“It is a visual learning system, so they learn better than 
with chalk and talk. The literacy training is the most impor-
tant, because the whole world changes. It is like removing a 
big cloud that has been hanging over them,” he said. 

Ian Peoples, a Jesuit scholastic from the U.S. Jesuits’ cen-
tral and southern province, runs a program at the prison. He 
said inmates “express real desire to change their lives, which 
is success in itself. Many of  these guys face hopelessness and 
cannot imagine their lives being any different.” 

He credits Woods with showing inmates that things can be 
different. “Cisco uses his resources to bring hope to these 
guys. He is having a real impact on communities,” said 
Peoples, who works with youth offenders. 

Jones could not agree more. He was originally hired by 
Woods to work at the prison after he was released and, since 
then, has worked at a number of  Woods’ businesses. 

“I can say that I survived because of  Kolbe,” he said.

Faith-based group changes prison life for inmates in Belize

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018
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Inmates at the Belize Central Prison use tablets to access a 
remote learning system.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING SALES 
The Messenger, the Diocese of Covington’s  
official newspaper, seeks a full-time advertising 
salesperson beginning in May. The successful  
candidate will be a practicing Roman Catholic 
and an excellent representative of the newspaper 
and the diocese. The candidate will be ready to 
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, 
has some previous sales experience, works well as 
a team member, is attentive to detail, and  
energetic in serving existing customers as well as 
expanding sales to new customers. The salary is 
commission-based, with medical and retirement 
benefits provided by the diocese. 

Interested candidates are asked to e-mail  
a letter of interest and a résumé  

outlining sales experience and other  
qualifications to  

Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org. 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Full time Business Manager Position available at 

Blessed Sacrament Parish. Please send your resume 
and salary requirements to parish@bscky.org.

LITURGICAL MUSICIAN 
Sts. Boniface & James Church in Ludlow, KY is seeking 
a talented guitarist or keyboard (piano or organ)  
musician to lead liturgical music at its two weekend, 
major feast day, and holiday Masses. The candidate 
must have strong familiarity with traditional and  
contemporary Catholic music and liturgical norms prac-
tice in order to thematically plan music for each Mass 
based on the subject of the Sunday readings.  
The candidate must possess a solo voice that will invite 
and lead song at liturgies. Interested candidates may 
submit a cover letter of interest and resume to David 
Custer by email at stbonjames@fuse.net.

ST. ANNE RETREAT CENTER 
St. Anne Retreat Center is hiring multiple positions due 
to continued growth of retreat groups coming to the 
center. The positions we are seeking are: 

Maintenance: We are seeking a person capable of 
general maintenance and repair work. This would 
include groundskeeping work as well. The position is 
Monday to Friday with occasional on call status for the 
weekend. 

Housekeeping: Housekeeping duties include cleaning 
of guest rooms, dining hall and our meeting rooms. 
Some experience is helpful but not required. The  
position is Monday through Friday and an occasional 
weekend day when needed. 

Guest Services: At the heart of our mission is guest 
services. The guest service person is responsible for  
making sure our guests have what they need for a 
meaningful retreat. This part-time position typically 
requires the ability to stay overnight in our guest services 
suite. It also requires an occasional weekend stay as 
well. A heart for service and hospitality is needed. 

Dishwasher: Part-time dishwasher, experience  
not necessary. 

Please send resume to Karen Little (klittle@covdio.org) 
or call (859)-441-2003 ext. 325. 

PRINCIPAL 

Blessed Sacrament School (www.bssky.org), located in 
Fort Mitchell, KY, is seeking a new principal for the  
2022-23 school year. We are a four-time National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence, traditionally-graded K-8, and 
deeply rooted in our Catholic faith. Blessed Sacrament 
School embraces the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and 
partners with parents to provide an authentic Catholic 
education in which students achieve academic excellence 
and live their faith through prayer and service. We strive 
to maintain a positive school climate that is built on a  
culture of safety, respect, trust, and social and emotional 
support. A curriculum enriched with specialists in multiple 
areas offers all the advantages of a large school while still 
maintaining lower class sizes. We are in search of an  
energetic, faith-filled professional with exceptional  
interpersonal and communication skills to join us in our 
educational mission. The successful candidate will be a 
practicing Catholic, committed to the values of Catholic 
education, who holds or can become eligible for 
Kentucky administrator certification. Compensation will 
be commensurate with qualifications. Interested  
candidates may send a letter of interest, a resume or C-V, 
and the names of at least five references, with contact 
email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at 
skoplyay@covdio.org, or fax to 859-392-1589.

SACRED HEART PRAYER. Dear Heart of Jesus — In the 
past I have asked for favors. This time I ask you for this very 
special one (mention favor). Take it, dear Jesus, and place it 
within your own heart where your Father sees it, then in your 
merciful eyes it will become your favor, not mine. Amen.  D.D.

NOVENA

Call Kim at the Messenger for information  
on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500
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Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., called 
forced organ harvesting in China “a horror story” that is 
affecting tens of  thousands of  individuals” of  “various 
religions” who are killed there “for body parts, including 
skin.” 

On May 12, Smith, a Catholic, led a discussion of  organ 
harvesting at an online hearing of  the Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Commission, which he co-
chairs. 

The hearing was prompted by 
an April 4 article published in the 
American Journal of  
Transplantation, which asserted 
that China continues to execute 
prisoners — many of  them prison-
ers of  conscience opposed to 
Communist Party rule — by 
procuring their organs, such as 
hearts, lungs and kidneys, for 
transplants. 

The “dead donor rule,” a main-
stay of  medical ethics, is widely 
ignored, the article states. 

“Nowhere is the principle of  
utter disregard for the dignity of  
the human person, and of  using 
people as a utilitarian means to an 
end, more apparent than in the hor-
rific practice of  harvesting the 
organs of  human beings, even 
before they meet the standard of  
brain death,” said Smith. 

He is a regular critic of  human 
rights abuses in China and other 
nations and also is the co-chair of  
the Congressional Pro-Life Caucus. 

In 2021, Smith introduced H.R. 
1592, the Stop Forced Organ 
Harvesting Act, which has yet to 
make it out of  the House or 
Representatives. 

U.S. Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla., a 
co-sponsor of  the measure, said 
that “for too long, (this) has been 
pushed under the rug by the inter-
national community.” He said he 
has heard much about the practice 
from his constituents who are 
members of  the Falun Gong sect, which has long been per-
secuted by Chinese authorities. 

Although victims of  organ trafficking deaths have been 
known to include Christians, Muslims and Tibetan 
Buddhists, most are believed to be Falun Gong members. 

Falun Gong is a meditative sect with practices drawn 
from both Buddhism and Taoism. The Chinese govern-
ment banned the sect in 1999 claiming that it was a threat, 
although officially the government believes that all reli-
gious practices are subversive. 

“The right to worship and freedom of  belief  must be 
protected throughout the globe,” Bilirakis said. 

Hearing witnesses included Sir Geoffrey Nice, who for-
merly led a U.N. war crimes tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia. 

He said the independent China tribunal he currently 
chairs found “forced organ harvesting has been committed 
for years throughout China on a significant scale and that 
Falun Gong practitioners have been one — and probably 
the main — source of  organ supply.” 

Ethan Gutmann, a research fellow at the Victims of  
Communism Memorial Foundation, estimated that 25,000 
to 50,000 prisoners in detention camps, typically age 27 or 
28, fall victim to organ harvesting each year, producing an 
output between 50,000 to 150,000 organs. 

“The current problem is the Western medical commu-
nity’s response,” he added. “We need to abolish all contact 
with the Chinese transplantation community.” 

“Congress must engage with the executive branch and 
medical community,” said Robert A. Destro, a former assis-
tant secretary of  state and currently a law professor at The 
Catholic University of  America’s Columbus School of  
Law. 

He said Smith’s proposed legislation and other meas-
ures “will not accomplish their intended purpose until 
Congress uses its power of  the purse” to demand account-
ability. 

But, he added, “using the international medical organ-
izations (alone) should be filed under ‘W’ for waste of  
time.” 

“What incentives are there for diplomats to raise this 
difficult issue, or, in the short term, to spend time and pre-
cious political capital reporting on the nature and extent of  
the problem?” Destro asked. “I submit to you that there is 
very little incentive. It is far easier to be willfully blind 
than to ask hard questions.”

For all employees and volun-
teers of the Diocese of 
Covington who in any way  
provide a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school institution 
leader to review the Policies 
and Procedures and fill out the 
Application and Acceptance 
Forms. 

 

Step 2: Go to 
www.virtus.org and click on 
Registration. Follow the 
prompts to create an account 
and to request a background 
check. Selection.com is a secure 
site; the background check is 
posted on your account and 
you receive a copy if you 
request it during the registra-

tion process. You will sign up 
for a VIRTUS training class  
during the registration.  

Step 3: Your account 
becomes active when your 
background check, VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance Form 
are posted on your account. 
You will receive 12 bulletins per 
year. You will receive e-mail 
notices at 
system@pub.virtus.org unless 
your computer program blocks 
them. 
 
Bulletin:  
n May bulletin: posted Sunday, 

May 1;  
due Tuesday, June 7 
 

If your Virtus account is  
inactivated please contact your 

primary location for assistance. 

To login: www.virtus.org, enter 
user id and password. 

VIRTUS Training 

n Sunday, May 22,  
3–6 p.m., Cristo Rey Parish, Fr. 
Luis Hall, Florence,  (Spanish) 

n Thursday, June 2,  
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Thursday, June 2,  
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

 

 

 

 

How to access Virtual  
training 
- Go to www.virtus.org 
- Enter id and password 
- Click on Live Training on left 

column 
- Click on pre-register for an 

upcoming  
session 

- Choose your training 

Note: If your Training Tab is 
missing or you cannot access 
your account, contact your 
parish, school or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact 
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-
1500 or msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults  
Safe Environment Trainings 

Smith calls organ harvesting in China  
‘a horror story’ at hearing on Hill

CNS photo/Ken Cedeno, Pool via Reuters 

U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington March 10, 2021. Smith, co-chair of  the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission, 
led a House hearing May 12, 2022, on forced organ harvesting in China.
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner   • Hot Water Heat Systems       

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Com plete Line of Lum ber and Building M aterials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

Call Kim at the Messenger  
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1500

ENTERTAINMENT

“The Northman” (Focus) Grotesque bloodlet-
ting and ambiguous morality outweigh the artistic 
merits and potential interest of  this Viking epic, 
set at the turn of  the 10th century and drawn from 
the same legend on which Shakespeare based his 
tragedy “Hamlet.” Traumatized by witnessing his 
uncle’s murder of  his father and forcible marriage 

to his moth-
er, a young 
N o r d i c 
prince flees 
into exile, 
vowing to 
e x a c t 
vengeance. 

As an adult, he callously participates in murder-
ous raids before learning of  his enemy’s where-
abouts and, disguising himself  as a captured Rus 
slave in order to get close to him, awaits his chance 
to strike, falling, in the meantime, for a fellow 
bondservant. Director and co-writer Robert 
Eggers’ drama makes the most of  striking land-
scapes and con-
jures up an ethe-
real mood. But its 
depiction of  the 
era’s mayhem is 
e x c e s s i v e l y 
graphic while its 
ethical assess-
ment of  the pro-
tagonist’s quest 
to get even with 
his adversary is 

muddled. Skewed values, gruesome gory violence, 
strong sexual content, including premarital activi-
ty and nudity, references to incest, at least one 
crude term, a few crass expressions. CNS: O; 
MPAA: R. 

“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of  
Madness” (Disney) The sequel to 2016’s “Doctor 
Strange” lives up to its name: a maddening, multi-
dimensional, decidedly strange, if  typically 
“Marvel”-ous movie based on the comic book 
series and directed by Sam Raimi. The neurosur-
geon turned wizard seeks to protect a young 
woman who has the ability to travel at will across 
universes. A wicked witch wants her power, threat-
ening global catastrophe. The film is awash in silli-
ness and mumbo-jumbo, mixing sorcery, the occult 
and religious imagery. Sensible viewers will not 
take this seriously, but impressionable ones may 
need guidance that this is all harmless make-
believe. Pervasive occult dialogue and action, some 
stylized violence, fleeting gory images, a handful of  
crude and profane terms. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

his peace is always there for us. If  we would just acknowledge those 
crosses in our life essential to our spiritual growth, I believe we could be 
more like her. Sometimes the hardest thing we do in this faith journey is 
to trust God and his infinite wisdom. He knows what we need but some-
times its’ hard for us to figure it out. That’s why that life of  prayer is so 
essential. 

I hope and pray she’s around for a long time. She’s not sure what time 
she has left but she’s certain of  one thing — God will provide for her 
what she needs when she needs it. That’s trust and I wish I had that same 
level of  trust in my own life. She’s taught me so much in our time togeth-
er and I cherish every moment with her. She’s a gift, and we know that a 
gift is to be given away. I’m not looking forward to that day when that gift 
is returned to the creator because the world will be a little less of  a lov-
ing place. Thank you for being who you are. May God grant you peace 
during your journey. We will walk it with you. 

Deacon David Profitt is director of  the St. Anne Retreat Center, 
Melbourne and is assigned to Holy Spirit Parish, Newport.  

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and click on 
“Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 
•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

Moving? Wrong address? 
Call the circulation desk,  

(859) 392-1570

Blessed by a cross 
(Continued from page 5)

Missed an edition? Current and back 
issues of the Messenger are  

available online at  
covdio.org/messenger.



Cardinal Parolin launches Catholic 
app for military personnel 

VATICAN CITY — Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary 
of  state, encouraged men and women in the military to download 
a new app designed to connect them to the Catholic faith and pro-
vide the consolation of  prayer in times of  war and uncertainty. 
In a video message to active-duty and veteran military personnel 
attending an annual pilgrimage in Lourdes May 13, Cardinal 
Parolin said the “Catholic Military Connect” app is a useful tool 
that “will accompany you on your journey of  faith. I believe that 
the app will be immensely helpful to all military personnel and, 
in a particular way, to young men and women who in this impor-
tant sector of  civil service, seek to grow in personal friendship 
with Jesus Christ and in the understanding and appreciation of  
the beauty and richness of  our Catholic faith,” he said. The app, 
which is available for free in Google Play and Apple App stores, 
was developed by the Apostolat Militaire International, an organ-
ization dedicated to promoting Christian values in military life, 
and Tweeting with God, an initiative that informs users on ques-
tions on faith. The Catholic Military Connect app provides easy 
access to “answers to military questions, prayers for the military, 
testimonies, inspiring quotes and spiritual first aid,” according 
to a May 13 press release. “In this difficult time, it is important to 
disseminate the Catholic Military Connect app to meet the spiri-
tual needs of  Catholic military personnel and give them comfort 
in whatever theater of  operation they find themselves in,” the 
statement said. 

 

Israeli police attack pallbearers at 
Palestinian journalist’s funeral 

JERUSALEM — Israeli riot-control police attacked mourn-
ers and pallbearers as thousands came to pay their respects at 
the May 13 funeral of  prominent Palestinian-American jour-
nalist Shereen Abu Akleh, who was killed in clashes between 
Israeli soldiers and Palestinian gunmen in Jenin, West Bank. 
Video images show pallbearers struggling to keep Abu Akleh’s 
coffin from falling to the ground as Israeli forces beat them 
with batons, tore down Palestinian flags and dragged people 
out of  the hearse when the funeral procession prepared to 
leave the East Jerusalem courtyard of  St. Joseph Hospital, 
where her body had been taken after a two-day memorial pro-
cession from Jenin and Ramallah. On May 16, Christian lead-
ers and hospital administrators condemned the “violent intru-
sion” of  the Israeli police into the funeral procession, and they 
released a video with further images of  Israeli riot police rush-
ing into the hospital, chasing mourners who scattered down 
the entrance hallway of  the hospital. They said the storming 
into a Christian health institute constituted “disrespecting the 
church, disrespecting the health institute, disrespecting the 
memory of  the deceased,” calling it a “a severe violation of  
international norms and regulations, including the fundamen-
tal human right of  freedom of  religion, which must be 
observed also in a public space.” According to Al-Jazeera, four 
people were arrested outside the funeral, which took place in 
the Melkite Catholic Cathedral of  the Annunciation of  the 
Virgin in Jerusalem’s Old City. 

 

Bishops express sorrow, condemn 
racially motivated shooting in Buffalo 

WASHINGTON — Several U.S. Catholic bishops expressed sor-
row and called out racism and gun violence after a mass shoot-
ing May 14 in Buffalo, New York, left at least three injured and 10 
dead, all of  whom were Black. Authorities said the shooter, who 
was white, was motivated by hatred for Black people. In a sepa-
rate shooting at a Presbyterian church in Laguna Woods, 
California, May 15, a gunman killed one person and wounded 
five. The suspect in that shooting was targeting members of  the 
Taiwanese community, Orange County officials said. In one of  
the most powerful statements condemning the violence that took 
place when a gunman opened fire on a Saturday afternoon at a 
supermarket in Buffalo, Bishop Mark J. Seitz of  El Paso, Texas, 
said May 15, “Faith compels us to say no to the rotten forces of  
racism, no to terror, and no to the mortal silencing of  Black and 
brown voices.” Bishop Mark E. Brennan of  Wheeling-Charleston, 
West Virginia, also spoke up against what has been categorized 
not just as violence but one colored with chilling racism. 
Responding to both incidents, Chieko Noguchi, director of  public 
affairs for the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops, said the U.S. 
bishops were calling for an honest dialogue “addressing the per-
sistent evil of  racism in our country.” 

 

Chaos, curfew after arrests in mob  
murder of  student accused of  blasphemy 

LAGOS, Nigeria — Catholic churches in Sokoto suspended 
Masses May 15 as the governor imposed a 24-hour curfew to quell 
violence during protests against the arrest of  young men for the 
May 12 murder of  Deborah Yakubu. Yakubu, a student at Shehu 
Shagari College of  Education in Sokoto, was stoned, beaten and 
burned after a mob of  students alleged she blasphemed 
Muhammad in an online post several weeks earlier. Police arrest-
ed two suspects, triggering the protests. Various media published 
unconfirmed reports that protesters tried to set fire to several 
churches. They also burned businesses in a major business hub 
near the Sokoto Central Market. Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah 
of  Sokoto criticized the actions of  the protesters but denied 
rumors that his residence was attacked. Archbishop Ignatius 
Kaigama of  Abuja urged Nigerians not to give up on the struggle 
for interreligious harmony in the country. In a homily May 15, he 
urged Christians to oppose people trying to gain selfish advan-
tages without respect for rights or ethics, and he said extremism 
must be opposed. Nigerians must continue to bridge the gaps 
separating them because of  religious bias, ethnic rivalry and 
other artificial categorizations, he said. 

 

Archbishop, 97, says he thinks church 
is growing secretly in North Korea 

SEOUL, South Korea — One of  South Korea’s most senior cler-
gymen says he believes the Catholic Church in communist North 
Korea is growing, although Catholics live in hiding and endure 
persecution. Archbishop Victorinus Youn Kong-hi, 97, former 
head of  the Archdiocese of  Gwangju, South Korea, made the 
remarks in a recently published book on the history of  the North 
Korean church, reported ucanews.com. “The Story of  the North 
Korean Church” is a Korean-language, comprehensive book on 
the history of  the Catholic Church in the northern part of  the 
Korean Peninsula based on eight interviews with the archbishop 

last year. Writer Kwon Eun-
jung penned the book spon-
sored by the Catholic Oral 

History Records for Peace on the Korean Peninsula project of  the 
Catholic Institute for Peace in Northeast Asia, a body under the 
Catholic Diocese of  Uijeongbu, Korean news portal chosun.com 
reported May 13. In the book, the elderly churchman, who was 
born in an area now covered by North Korea, gave vivid testi-
monies of  how the church thrived in the territory before the 
Korean Peninsula was divided between the democratic South 
and communist North and the eruption of  the Korean War. The 
missionaries distributed medicines to poor people who needed 
medical attention, established schools and carried out other 
charitable works to support local Catholics, who were poor but 
very enthusiastic, he said. 

 

Biden administration defends giving 
migrant children baby formula 

WASHINGTON — The White House said providing baby for-
mula to migrants at the border, even as the country faces a short-
age of  it, is “morally the right thing to do.” Jen Psaki, in her 
final news conference as White House press secretary May 13, 
responded to a question that arose from claims by Republicans, 
such as Reps. Elise Stefanik of  New York and Kat Cammack of  
Florida, who tweeted two photos May 11. Cammack said one of  
the photos showed stocked shelves of  baby formula at a deten-
tion center for migrants. It was juxtaposed with a photo of  
shelves of  baby formula that were half  empty. “The first photo is 
from this morning at the Ursula Processing Center at the U.S. 
border. Shelves and pallets packed with baby formula,” the con-
gresswoman tweeted. “The second is from a shelf  right here at 
home. Formula is scarce. This is what America last looks like.” 
Psaki pointed to a law that requires the government to provide 
drinking water, food as appropriate, medical assistance, and 
other standards of  care to immigrant children in government 
custody. Referring to Stefanik, Psaki said that “she may or may 
not be aware of” the law “that’s been in place since 1997. It 
requires adequate food and elsewhere, specifies age appropriate-
ness, hence formula for kids under the age of  1.” 

 

Citing ‘police state,’ Cardinal Bo 
urges prayers for Hong Kong 

YANGON, Myanmar — Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, president 
of  the Federation of  Asian Bishops’ Conferences, urged prayers 
for Hong Kong after the detention of  Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-
kiun. “Hong Kong used to be one of  Asia’s freest and most open 
cities,” Cardinal Bo said May 14. “Today, it has been transformed 
into a police state. Freedom of  expression, freedom of  the press, 
freedom of  assembly and association, and academic freedom have 
all been dismantled. There are early signs that freedom of  reli-
gion or belief, a human right set out in Article 18 of  the Universal 
Declaration of  Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, to which Hong Kong is a party, is 
threatened.” Hong Kong’s national security police separately 
detained Cardinal Zen, 90, three other trustees of  the now-defunct 
612 Humanitarian Relief  Fund May 10 and May 11, and all were 
released May 11. The fund was set up to offer financial assistance 
to those involved in anti-government protests in 2019 and was dis-
banded after coming under scrutiny by authorities over the past 
year. Hong Kong’s 2020 security law made participating in or sup-
porting the pro-democracy movement crimes of  subversion and 
collusion with foreign organizations and allowed for those 
remanded to be extradited to mainland China. Punishment 
ranges between a minimum of  three years and a maximum of  life 
imprisonment. Cardinal Bo noted that Cardinal Zen “was arrest-
ed and faces charges simply because he served as a trustee of  a 
fund which provided legal aid to activists facing court cases.” 
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The St. Pio Foundation announces that the tour of  the 

relics of  St. Pio of  Pietrelcina will make a stop in the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of  Louisville on the occasion 
of  the 20th anniversary of  St. Pio’s canonization. The 
relics will be available for public veneration at the 
Cathedral of  the Assumption, 433 S. 5th Street, Louisville, 
on Friday and Saturday, June 3 and 4, 1–8 p.m., with a Mass 
in honor of  Padre Pio, at 5:30 p.m., celebrated by Very Rev. 
Martin A. Linebach, V.G., rector of  the Cathedral. 

“We are indeed grateful to Archbishop Fabre and to 
Father Linebach for inviting our organization to bring the 
relics of  Padre Pio to the Cathedral of  the Assumption,” 
said Luciano Lamonarca, founder and CEO, St. Pio 
Foundation. “The most important fact, in our opinion, was 
that the majority of  those attending the tour of  the relics 
of  Padre Pio would never be able to travel to San Giovanni 
Rotondo or Pietrelcina to visit the places where our saint 
was born, lived, and died. It has, therefore, become a mis-
sion for us to enable these faithful devotees to have a ‘spir-
itual encounter’ with Padre Pio.” 

On this special occasion, a life-size statue of  Padre Pio, 
titled “I Embrace You,” will be made available to those vis-
iting the Cathedral. This impressive work is a replica of  
the original statue that was erected in Pietrelcina and ded-
icated to the “People of  the United States of  America” on 

Sept. 23, 2021, the 53rd anniversary of  the saint’s passing. 
Sponsored by the St. Pio Foundation, this masterpiece was 
conceptualized and given form by the preeminent sculptor 
Timothy Schmalz, whose large-scale works have been 
installed in historical churches in Rome and at the 
Vatican. 

The first and second-class relics of  St. Pio available for 
public veneration include: 

— The crusts of  his wounds; 
— Cotton gauze bearing his blood stains; 
— A lock of  his hair; 
— His handkerchief  soaked with his sweat only hours 

before he died; 
— A piece of  Padre Pio’s mantle. 
Padre Pio was canonized June 16, 2002. For those who 

unable to make the trip to the Archdiocese of  Louisville, 
the Relic Shrine of  St. Paul at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington, has a relic of  St. Padre Pio. The 
Cathedral is open from 9 a.m.–3 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, for visitors. On weekends, the Cathedral is open for 
regularly scheduled Masses and confessions, and from 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. on Saturday, and 11:30 a.m.–4 p.m. on Sunday. 

For additional information about the full tour of  the 
relics, visit: www.saintpiofoundation.org/the-tour-of-the-
relics-of-padre-pio-2022.

20th anniversary of canonization of  
St. Padre Pio recognized with relic veneration

children began to grow older and more self-sufficient — 
and with empty beds in their home, they decided to once 
again begin fostering for DCCH Center for Children and 
Families, Ft. Mitchell.  

Like all foster parents, the Sullivans went through a 
time of  training before they could officially begin foster-
ing. Ten meetings, and a pre-foster “homestudy process” 
are required before any couple can begin fostering. During 
this time of  training, prospective foster parents learn 
more about understanding the foster care system and 
working with the biological families of  the children with-
in it. “I think it’s a good foundation,” said Mrs. Sullivan, 
regarding the training process, “It’s impossible to prepare 
you completely — every child and situation is different, 
you never know how you’ll respond.” 

Even after this initial training, foster parents continue 
to receive on-going training to continue to grow and better 
support the children they foster, tackling difficult topics 
like trauma and sexual abuse. 

Having been serving as foster parents for years, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sullivan also reflected on what they learned that a 
class could never teach them. 

“(Fostering) reinforces that parenting is the most diffi-
cult and rewarding experience,” said Mrs. Sullivan, fol-
lowed by Mr. Sullivan’s exclamation that “Little kids just 
want to be loved!” Even through the difficulties of  foster-
ing, the Sullivans know to always trust God and his plan. 
“Be not afraid,” is the quote that Mrs. Sullivan always 
recalls, reminding herself  that God is always present, and 
he will always provide the grace they need to meet the chil-
drens’ needs. 

Grace comes in many forms, as well, and the Sullivans 
have also received incredible support from their commu-
nity. Mrs. Sullivan shared a story where, after making a 
Facebook post regarding the needs of  two girls she had 
begun fostering, the Sullivans received deliveries of  cloth-
ing, toys, and other needs for the girls for two weeks, every 
day on their front porch. The couple also credits the sup-
port of  Father Britton Hennessey, who they describe as 
“invaluable to us from a spiritual perspective” and the 
community of  Covington Catholic High School, where two 
of  their older boys attend school. 

The most rewarding part of  fostering is “watching 
them grow,” says Mr. Sullivan. The couple fondly regards 
the joy found in the experience of  providing stability to 
the children they foster. “If  people are considering being a 
foster parent, be open to that, go to a meeting.” Said Mrs. 
Sullivan at the end of  the interview, “Be open to whatever 
the Holy Spirit is leading us to do.”

A call to love 
(Continued from page 1)


