
Julie Asher 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. Catholic Church’s three-year 
eucharistic revival about to get underway “is not a program but a 
movement” that is an invitation to the faithful from God to go on 
mission and be compelling witnesses of  our faith, said Tim 
Glemkowski, the newly named executive director of  the National 
Eucharistic Congress. 

“We the Church have to be clear about telling our story, getting 
to the core” of  our faith, that “God is not just some distant someone 
who is not engaged,” he told Catholic News Service April 5. “He’s 
alive and real and can be encountered in the Eucharist, source and 
summit of  the faith. ... This is where God is with us.” 

The National Eucharistic Revival begins June 19, the feast of  
Corpus Christi, and culminates with the National Eucharistic 
Congress in Indianapolis in 2024. Along the way, there will be 
parish, diocesan and regional events to increase Catholics’ under-
standing of  the Real Presence in the Eucharist. 

In the Diocese of  Covington, Bishop John Iffert will lead a 
Eucharistic Procession on the Feast of  Corpus Christi, June 19, 2 
p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington. The 
Eucharistic Procession will kick-off  the diocese’s participation in 
the National Eucharistic Revival. 

The first year will get underway at the parish and diocesan lev-
els with initiatives such as Eucharistic adoration and processions, 
the development of  parish teams of  revival leaders and conferences 
on the Eucharist. 

The following year there will be regional revival events, leading 
to the eucharistic congress in Indianapolis in 2024, the first to be 
held since one took place in 1976 in Philadelphia. It is expected to 
draw at least 80,000 from across the country. 

The U.S. bishops approved plans for the revival and the congress 
last November during their fall general assembly in Baltimore. 
Both are being spearheaded by the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, chaired by 
Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of  Crookston, Minnesota. 

As chairman of  the board of  the National Eucharistic Congress 
Inc., Bishop Cozzens announced Glemkowski’s appointment April 
4. 

“Tim is a real leader with a heart on fire for Jesus Christ and a 
desire to invite people to encounter his love in the Eucharist,” 
Bishop Cozzens said in a statement. 

“He brings a unique blend of  skill sets to this important role — 
from strategic vision and operational excellence to theological 
insight and a missionary mindset. ... He lives and breathes the call 
of  Pope Francis for a pastoral and missionary conversion of  the 
church,” the bishop added. 

National Eucharistic Congress Inc. was instituted earlier this 
year, and a national search was conducted for an executive director 

to lead the newly 
established entity. 

“God is doing 
something impor-
tant in his church 
through this multi-
year national 
eucharistic revival,” 
Glemkowski said in 
a statement after his 
appointment was 
announced. “At its 
core, I believe the 
congress is a critical 
moment for how we 
fulfill Pope Francis’ 
vision of  becoming a 
more missionary 

church.” 
He added, “It is the fire of  charity, born in our hearts from the 

reception of  Jesus in the Eucharist, which impels us on mission. 
This is a phenomenal opportunity for our church to draw closer to 
Christ and to be prepared to better share him with our postmodern 
world.” 

Until he was chosen for his new position, Glemkowski had been 
working for the Archdiocese of  Denver in evangelization and strat-
egy. Before that, he was founding president of  the Chicago-based 
L’Alto Catholic Institute, which works with parishes to meet “the 
challenges and opportunities” of  the new evangelization. 

A native of  the Chicago area, Glemkowski has a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy and theology from the Franciscan University 
of  Steubenville, Ohio, and a master’s in theology from the 
Augustine Institute in the Denver Archdiocese. 

He and his wife, Maggie, have three children, ages 6, 4 and 1. 
They are members of  Light of  the World Parish in suburban 
Denver. 

“The heart of  Vatican II is the universal call to mission, to holi-
ness. All of  us are called to give our entire lives to Christ and sur-
render to God and go on mission,” he told CNS April 5. “It’s not 
optional ... baptism is an invitation calling for each of  us” to step up 
and share the joy of  Christ and our faith with others. 

He sees the revival and the congress as “a milestone moment” 
for the church and also “a generational moment” that can really 
change lives. 

Glemkowski said that as a lay consultant to the USCCB 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, he has been 
“engaged and involved with the genesis of  (the) project for a while,” 
and when he watched via livestream Bishop Cozzens’ Nov. 17 pres-
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Feast of Corpus Christi 
In recognition of the Feast of 
Corpus Christi and to kick-off  

the National Eucharistic Revival  
in the Diocese of Covington 

Bishop John Iffert will lead a 
Eucharistic Procession 

Sunday, 19 June, 2 p.m. 

at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington 

All are welcome and  
 encouraged to attend.

(left) Bishop John Iffert 
elevates the Eucharist 
at his installation Mass, 
Sept. 30, 2021. The U.S. 
bishops have 
announced a three-year 
National Eucharistic 
Revival beginning on 
the Feast of  Corpus 
Christi, June 19.

(Continued on page 7)



Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

“I was ordained on the feasts of  Sts. Peter and Paul and 
if  you look at my vocation, I was just an ordinary person 
very much like Peter and Paul … I looked to both of  them 
for inspiration because they were so human … but their 
love for God was never questioned,” said Father Verne 
Hogan, summarizing his 65 years of  priesthood. 

Father Hogan’s journey into the priesthood started at 
Holy Cross High School, Latonia. Father Hogan and his 
classmates were joking around with their school’s priest. 
All laughing and joking until the priest pointed directly at 
Father Hogan and said, “Why don’t you go on down to the 
Diocese and be a missionary priest.” Father Hogan said he 
looked around and pointed to himself  saying “Me?” 

“That challenge must have stuck with me, because 
when I graduated (high school) I went down and saw the 
Bishop about being a missionary priest, and so I did and 
here I am 65 years later,” Father Hogan said. 

Father Hogan began his studies at St. Mary’s College in 
Kentucky, for two years of  college and two years of  philos-
ophy. After Father Hogan graduated from St. Mary’s, it was 
onto the American College in Louvain, Belgium for four 
years of  theology. One of  the big challenges Father Hogan 
faced while studying in Louvain was the language barrier. 
Father Hogan said he was never really sure what language 
they were speaking. 

“It was a very difficult language to comprehend. To this 
day I am not sure if  they were speaking French-English, or 
some kind of  a combination of  French-Belgium or Dutch 
… I wasn’t sure how I ever survived,” Father Hogan said. 

In the summer months, when the seminarians had free 

time, Father Hogan 
went to explore other 
parts of  Europe. 

“I had many wonder-
ful experiences traveling 
to the different parts of  
France, Spain, and Italy 
on a motorcycle I bought 
from another seminari-
an when he left for 
home,” Father Hogan 
said. 

After “surviving” his 
four years in Belgium, 
Father Hogan was not 
sure if  he would make it 
home. Father Hogan 
returned to the United 
States by boat during the 
peak of  the cold war and 
rumors of  Russian subs. 

“There were rumors 
of  a Russian sub follow-
ing our boat home, but it 
never came up, so we 
didn’t get to see it,” 
Father Hogan said with 
a smile. 

Upon his return, the 
first parish Father Hogan served was St. Patrick in Mt. 
Sterling, Father Hogan spent four years before being 
moved to Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Mitchell for a short time. 

Father Hogan served at about 10 different 
parishes during his time as an active 
priest. During this time Father Hogan took 
up the craft of  making stained glass win-
dows for churches and parishioners. 
Father Hogan estimated he made over 60 
stained glass windows over this time. A 
highlight of  his work are the stained glass 
windows at St. Rose Church, Mays Lick, 
where he created new stained glass win-
dows representing a timeline of  St. Rose’s 
life. 

Father Hogan returned to Covington 
for some time as well, serving St. John’s 
Parish on Pike Street. It was a big change 
from the “mountain/southern” parish he 
served in Middlesboro on the Tennessee 
line for about 15-20 years, but, he said, that 
big change was the location, not the peo-
ple. 

“The strength of  faith and willingness 
to be witnesses of  the Catholic faith estab-
lished here by these priests and parishes 
in the diocese of  Covington is really 
strong,” Father Hogan said. 

While pastor at St. Mary Parish, 
Alexandria, Father Hogan was also a 
teacher for Bishop Brossart High School 
when the school first opened. 

“I spent about nine years there and it 
was a lot of  fun … it was good parish. The 
high school was just beginning and had 
just changed from St. Mary’s to Bishop 
Brossart. It is amazing to see how much 
they’ve grown out there … when I was 
there the school was just an old building 

bought from Campbell County (public schools),” Father 
Hogan said. 
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In what could be described as a “perfect storm” of  trou-
bles— among ongoing struggles with international supply 
chains, inflation concerns and the aftershocks of  COVID-19 
still rippling through the United States, the national short-
age of  baby formula (a necessity for many families with 
young infants) continues to trouble families in the United 
States, even with strides by President Biden and the United 
States government to prioritize the production of  formula. 

For families in our own communities, many rely on the 
grace and charity of  Catholic organizations in the Diocese 
of  Covington to help supply vital baby formula for their 
infants. Many of  these organizations, of  course, rely on the 
generosity of  their community to be able to provide these 
necessities to families and with an already extant shortage, 

it would come as no surprise that some of  our charities 
struggle to keep up with the (now growing) demand. Mr. 
Andy Brunsman, executive director of  food pantry Be 
Concerned, which has locations both in Covington and 
Erlanger, has noticed this prominent issue in their facili-
ties, saying, “there’s just no excess formula to donate … this 
is the first time in my career that we’ve had no formula in 
the building.” 

The Society of  St. Vincent de Paul, which has several 
donation centers and thrift stores within Northern 
Kentucky and a newly opened food pantry, does not normal-
ly have baby formula in stock, according to Karen Zengel, 
executive director of  St. Vincent De Paul, Northern 
Kentucky. The Society will offer grocery gift cards to those 
who request formula from their organization, or will redi-
rect them to other organizations that can provide what they 

need for their infant. 
While other charities are suffering from the current 

shortage, the Rose Garden Home Mission in Covington 
reports that the “Lord provides all the time,” according to 
Mother Seraphina of  the Franciscan Daughters of  Mary, 
who run the operations of  the mission. 

The Rose Garden Home Mission provides aid to those 
who seek it in terms of  clothes, bedding, food and other 
necessities. The sisters and volunteers also put together 
baskets of  necessities for new mothers and their newborns. 

Mother Seraphina said that the mission received a major 
donation of  formula right before the height of  the shortage, 
allowing them to continue to provide support for the moth-
ers and families they serve during this difficult time. A 
truck of  formula, which had fallen off  the road and was 
deemed unsuitable for sale was donated to the mission. 

Mother Seraphina also regards God’s ongoing care for 
his people in the times right before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when the mission received a donation of  cleaning supplies 
before the pandemic had even fully developed — serving as 
yet another example of  His abounding love.

Amidst baby formula shortage, local charities 
seek to provide invaluable aid to families

9 
With praise and thanksgiving to the eternal Triune God,  

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington requests the honor of your presence  
at the ordination of 

A. J. Gedney 
to the sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit  

and the imposition of hands by the Most Rev. John C. Iffert, Bishop of Covington  

Friday, June 3, 6 p.m. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington 
The celebration will be live streamed at covcathedral.com. 

First Mass of Thanksgiving  
Saturday, June 4, 5 p.m. 
St. Paul Parish, Florence

Father Verne Hogan

Father Verne Hogan’s  
65 years as a priest is built on a  
foundation of love for Christ

(Continued on page 7)
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Father David Bernard Gamm 
was ordained May 20, 1972 — a 
time when liturgical changes 
installed by the Second Vatican 
Council were still new. Now, in 
the year 2022, Father Gamm cele-
brates 50 years since his ordina-
tion to the priesthood. 

“The Council had commis-
sioned the revival of  the rights of  
the sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist, and I thought that was 
one of  the greatest things that 
ever happened in the Church,” 
said Father Gamm in an inter-
view with the Messenger as he 
reflected on Vatican II and the 
early days of  his priesthood, 
“Now we get to pray in a language 
we understand, we respond to the 
prayers and are even asked to 
sing hymns.” 

Much has changed to Catholic 
liturgies in the past 50 years, but 
Father Gamm recalls when all of  
the prayer responses and hymns 
were recited by the servers and 
choirs. “People would sit, stand 
and kneel in the church at the 
appropriate times … but the Mass 
was all in Latin, and if  you want-
ed to follow along, you had to 
bury your face in a missal and 
could not see what was happen-
ing at the altar. So, I thought this 
was one of  the greatest things — 
that we can actually participate 
and be a real live part of  our worship experience,” said 
Father Gamm. 

Father Gamm recalls his first assignment, June 15, 

1972, as associate pastor at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington, Ky. “We 
asked if  there would be any men 
who’d volunteer to do the read-
ings, to be a lector at Mass,” said 
Father Gamm. “We got no 
response, so, I said to a canon 
lawyer, is there anything that pre-
vented a woman from doing the 
readings? And he got back to me 
and he said no … so we advertised 
for men or women who would like 
to be lectors, and we had three 
women lectors! … I guess that 
was the first instance of  a woman 
actually taking part in the min-
istries and the liturgy, and I think 
that set it up for what would come 
later down the pike.” 

Father Gamm also expressed 
fond memories of  establishing 
children’s liturgies. “I got really 
involved in, and I enjoyed that … 
I’m thinking that, if  you start our 
participating when you’re little, 
you’re gonna do it when you get 
older.” 

Father Gamm noticed a lack of  
publications of  homilies and 
liturgies for children, and would 
submit 24 liturgies, complete 
with homilies, to Ave Maria press 
in Indiana, and they published 
that in a book titled “On Cloud 
Nine.” Father Gamm would also 
continue, during his service to 
the priesthood, to publish litur-
gies for children with Ave Maria 

press, such as “Childsplay” — 15 scriptural dramas intend-
ed to engage children with Scripture by offering them the 
opportunity to act out biblical stories. 

During his active priesthood, Father Gamm was 
assigned to 12 different parishes, serving as pastor or asso-
ciate pastor at some, or parochial vicar at others. He active-
ly served the Church and his community for more than 42 
years before joyfully retiring in 2016 after serving as 
parochial vicar at St. Paul Parish, Florence, Ky., for 7 years.

Celebrating 50 years of service — the jubilee 
of Father David Bernard Gamm

May 27 
Graduation, Villa Madonna 
Academy, at Mother of God 
Church, Covington, 10:30 a.m. 

Graduation, Notre Dame 
Academy, at NKY Convention 
Center, Covington, 4 p.m. 

Graduation, Holy Cross District 
High School, at Thomas More 
University, Crestview Hills.  
7 p.m. 

May 28 
Graduation, St. Patrick High 
School, Maysville, 1 p.m. 

May 30 
Memorial Day — Curia offices 
closed 

May 31 
Advisory Council meeting, 
9:30 a.m. 

June 2 
Thomas More University 
Board meeting, Steigerwald 
Hall, 1:30 p.m.  

June 3 
A.J. Gedney ordination to the 
priesthood, Cathedral Basilica 
of the Assumption, Covington, 
6 p.m. 

June 4 
First Mass — Rev. A.J. Gedney, 
St. Paul Church, Elsmere,  
5 p.m. 

June 5 
Mass and adult confirmation, 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, 10 a.m. 

Cross the Bridge for Life, 
Newport, 1–3 p.m. 

June 7 
Advisory Council meeting, 
9:30 a.m. 

Vespers and priest Jubilee  
dinner, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption/BHMA,  
4:30 p.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Effective May 4, 2022 

Ward Blakefield 
To: Diocesan Finance Council 
Term: Through December 31, 2027 

Effective May 9, 2022 
Very Rev. Daniel L. Schomaker 
To: Director, Office of Worship 
Continues other duties 

Effective July 5, 2022 

Rev. Gregory J. Bach 
To: Pastor, St. Benedict Parish, Covington; 

Assistant Director of Seminarians,  
Diocese of Covington 

From: Pastor, St. Henry Parish, Elsmere 

Rev. Michael T. Grady 
To: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish, Burlington 
From: Parochial Vicar, St. Augustine Parish, 

Covington 
To: Chaplain, Covington Latin School 
Term: One year 

Rev. Joshua L. Lange 
To: Pastor, St. Henry Parish, Elsmere 
From: Pastor, St. Benedict Parish, Covington 

Rev. Samuel K. Owusu 
To: Parochial Vicar, St. Timothy Parish, Union 
From: Parochial Vicar, St. Joseph Parish, Cold 

Spring 

Rev. James P. Schaeper 
To: Full-time Instructor, Covington Latin School; 

Residence, Mary, Queen of Heaven Rectory, 
Erlanger 

From: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish, Burlington 

Rev. Matthias M. Wamala 
To: Parochial Vicar, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring 
From: Parochial Vicar, Mary, Queen of Heaven 

Parish, Erlanger 

Effective August 2, 2022 

Very Rev. Mark A. Keene 
To: Vicar General, Diocese of Covington 
Continues other duties 

 

Official assignments

By order of  
the Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 

  
Jamie N. Schroeder, 
Chancellor 

Bishop John Iffert will celebrate Vespers 
Sunday, Sept. 25, 3 p.m.,  

at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington, to honor couples 

celebrating  
significant Wedding Anniversaries in 2022.  

Married couples celebrating their 1st, 25th, 
50th, or 60+ Wedding Anniversary in 2022 
are invited to the vespers celebration. 
Anniversary couples RSVP by July 20 by 
scanning the QR code or visiting 
covdio.org/wedding-vespers/ or contacting 
Lisa Taylor at (859) 392-1533. 

Reservations are only required for  
anniversary couples; family members and 
guests are welcome to attend.

Father David Bernard Gamm
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COMMENTARY

Love, not excuses, moves things forward
“The excusable doesn’t need to be excused and the 

inexcusable cannot be excused.” 
Michael Buckley wrote those words commenting on 

Peter’s triple betrayal of  Jesus. Here’s the context. Peter 
had betrayed Jesus in his most needy hour, not out of  

malice, simply out of  weak-
ness.  

Now, facing Jesus for 
the first time since that 
betrayal, Peter is under-
standably uncomfortable. 
What do you say after 
betraying someone? 

Well, he didn’t need to 
say anything. Jesus took 
the initiative and, as 
Buckley highlights, he did-
n’t excuse Peter. Jesus 
didn’t say things like, it’s 
perfectly understandable to 
be afraid in a situation like 

that. You weren’t really yourself. I understand how that 
can happen. He didn’t even tell Peter that he still loves 
him. None of  that. He simply asked Peter, “Do you love 
me?” and when Peter said yes, everything moved forward. 
No excuses were needed. The excusable doesn’t need to be 
excused and the inexcusable cannot be excused. Our 
humanity already explains why we are prone to betrayal; 
what needs to be spoken in its wake is a reaffirmation of  
love. 

A couple I know had this happen in their marriage. 
They went to a party together one Friday night and the 
wife, partly through the influence of  alcohol and drugs, 
left the party with another man. Her husband was 
unaware of  this for a time but, upon finding out what had 
happened, was understandably very distraught. He went 

home alone and spent a sleepless night thinking, his 
thoughts moving through a series of  vengeful fantasies to 
what (through grace) he eventually decided on. 

He was sitting at the kitchen table midmorning the 
next day when his wife, sheepish and self-chastened, 
came home. She had her apologies rehearsed and was 
ready to face his justified anger and fury. She got some-
thing else. Her husband didn’t let her voice any apologies 
or excuses, nor did he explode in anger. Rather, calm and 
sad, he simply said this to her: “I’m going to move out of  
the house for a week, so you can think this through. You 
need to decide. Are you my wife or are you someone 
else?” He came back a week later to her apologies, but 
more importantly to her renewed, more radical commit-
ment to their relationship. Their marriage has been solid 
and grace-filled since. She is now committed to a mar-
riage in a way she never quite was before. 

No doubt upon his return, this man’s wife did offer 
some tearful apologies and excuses. His refusal to let her 
voice them earlier may well have served a purpose long-
term, but was admittedly somewhat cruel short-term. 
Even when something can’t be excused, we still need the 
opportunity to say we are sorry. Apologies are important, 
both for the person offering them and for the one receiv-
ing them. Until an explicit apology is made, there is 
always unfinished business. However, explicit contrition 
is not ultimately what moves things forward when a rela-
tionship has been wounded or fractured. What moves 
things forward is a renewed commitment to love — to a 
deeper fidelity. 

The inexcusable cannot be excused. Strictly speaking, 
that’s true, though sometimes a deeper understanding of  
things somewhat excuses the inexcusable. Here’s an 
example. 

Several years ago, this incident occurred in Australia. 
A Catholic School Board had just finished building a new 

multi-million dollar school. Not long after its opening, 
one of  its students, a boy in high school, started a fire in 
his locker, unaware that the gas valves for the school’s 
heating system were right behind his locker. A huge fire 
started and the whole school burned down. To his credit, 
the boy summoned his courage and owned up to what 
had happened. Then, of  course, a never-ending series of  
questions ensued: Why would he ever do that? Why would 
anyone start a fire in his locker? What accounts for that 
kind of  reckless stupidity? What can excuse the inexcus-
able? 

I very much appreciated an answer given to these 
questions by one of  the Australian bishops. Speaking to a 
questioning group of  teachers and school administrators, 
his short answer said it all. Why would this young stu-
dent do something like that? Because he is a boy! Young 
boys have been (for no explicable reason) starting fires 
long before gas valves ever appeared on the planet. 
Moreover, there’s no excuse for it, save human nature 
itself. 

Often times, that’s the excuse for the inexcusable: 
Because we’re human. Indeed, this was the real excuse 
for the woman who under the influence of  alcohol and 
drugs betrayed her husband, just as it was the real excuse 
for Peter when he betrayed Jesus. 

But, this must be read correctly. This doesn’t give us 
permission to appeal to our morally inept human nature 
as an excuse for betrayal or stupidity. We’re human! Boys 
will be boys! The lesson rather is that whenever our 
moral ineptness has us fall into betrayal or stupidity, 
what ultimately moves things forward is not an apology 
or an excuse, but a renewed commitment in love. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 
and award-winning author.
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Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

In times of war, ‘how many divisions has the pope?’
“Ever-more horrendous acts of  cruelty done against 

innocent civilians, unarmed women and children, whose 
innocent blood cries out to heaven and implores, ‘End 

this war. Silence the 
weapons. Stop sowing 
death and destruction.’” 

While the Vatican has 
for decades sought to 
avoid taking sides in any 

international dispute, Pope Francis, with these words at 
the first April general audience,” made it clear where he 
believes the global community’s sympathies should lie. 

Also, the day after the Feb. 24 invasion of  Ukraine, the 
Holy Father broke protocol and went directly to the 
Russian Embassy in the Holy See to appeal for peace. In 
the weeks following, he spoke to Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelensky offering spiritual support and sug-
gested visiting the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, was very 
much “on the table.” 

While proclaiming “In the name of  God, I ask you: 
Stop this massacre,” he stopped short of  naming the 
“you,” of  calling out Russian President Vladimir Putin or 
even his spiritual supporter, Russian Orthodox Patriarch 
Kirill. But he did point an implicit, direct finger and 
blamed a “potentate, sadly caught up in anachronistic 
claims of  nationalist interests” for casting “dark shadows 
of  war.” 

And even during his April 17 “Urbi et Orbi” (to the 
city and the world) address, Pope Francis decried having 
to live through another “Easter of  war,” implicitly criti-
cizing Russia for dragging its sovereign neighbor into a 
“cruel and senseless” conflict. 

It is not the first time a Roman pontiff  has inserted 
himself  between the territorial ambitions of  a tyrant 
from the east descending on Europe. 

In the 13th century, Pope Innocent IV sent a letter to 
the newly installed Güyük Khan, grandson of  Genghis 
Khan, after attacks against Russia, Poland, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Austria and parts of  present-day 
Germany. 

His appeal to refrain from attacks of  Christian Europe 
and other nations and for the Khan to consider conver-
sion to Christianity was received and then returned with 
an outraged demand for papal submission to “render us 
service and pay us homage.” No submission occurred, 
but diplomacy continued. 

In the shadow of  the Second World War, Stalin was 
allegedly urged to respond significantly to Pope Pius XII’s 
concerns about protecting the practice of  Catholicism in 
Russia and in Eastern Europe and allowing the pontiff  a 
voice in forthcoming postwar negotiations. 

The Soviet premier — with versions of  this story 
including being so informed by Winston Churchill, 
Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman and French Prime 
Minister Pierre Laval — responded: “How many divi-
sions has the pope?” 

The implication was clear: The only language authori-
tarianism understands and the only currency worth trad-
ing is the raw exercise of  power, the armed aggression 
against countries and the forced occupation of  peoples. 

And, yet, Stalin’s realpolitik quip, which he is said to 
have used on numerous occasions when the Holy Father’s 
influence was raised to switch focus to the ruthlessly 
practical might over the ethical, moral right, fails to con-
sider the power of  the Chair of  Peter. 

While ruling the smallest independent country in the 
world — Vatican City — and while, with due respect to 
the papal Swiss Guards, having no army, the papacy has 
always drawn its authority not at the point of  a gun but 
on giving voice to a message of  peace and justice through 

diplomacy. It aims to give a voice to the voiceless and to 
take the long view especially with the eons-long threat 
Europe has felt from the east. 

Then what of  the divisions the Holy Father has here 
on earth of  faithful Christians and non-Christians moved 
by more than threats of  intimidation? What is it or is 
there really anything any of  us can do in the face of  such 
unmasked aggression from thousands of  miles away? Or 
do we, as some commentators suggest, need to simply 
stay out of  Putin’s way to prevent WWIII? 

As the Ukrainian people have demonstrated the flac-
cidity of  Russian aggression when a world, often divided 
and fractured, is committed to standing up, we owe our-
selves, our families — actual and spiritual — and our 
communities more than choosing to sit quietly on the 
sidelines, including: 

— Keep ourselves informed with a variety of  news 
sources. The importance of  having a handle on what is 
happening allows us to engage with others intelligently 
and to process the changing news without being unduly 
swayed by those who have their own agendas. 

— Use social media, rather than be used by it, to share 
information, as the pope urges, about a world where raw 
aggression is not seen as an answer or apathy to world 
events is not seen as an appropriate response. 

— Be welcoming of  those who, due to economic issues 
or live in war-torn parts of  the world, seek safe refuge for 
themselves and their families and thereby reject the xeno-
phobia and nationalism that pits people against people, as 
Pope Francis made clear in his recent visit to Malta. 

— Try to deepen our understanding of  the roots of  
this conflict, which predated the invasion of  a sovereign 
Ukraine, in order to inoculate us to the misinformation 
promoted through social media. In my case, reading such 

(Continued on page 22)

Mark Lombard

GUEST
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COMMENTARY

Honor our elders creatively
As a Little Sister, I don’t usually follow pop culture 

trends but something in the music world recently caught 
my attention. 

Last weekend the 
Eurovision Song Contest, 
the world’s largest music 
competition, crowned 
Ukraine over 40 other 
countries with a unique 
song combining rap, hip-
hop and traditional folk 
music. 

It was wonderful to see 
everyone gather around 
the Ukrainian musicians 
as they celebrated a rare 
moment of  joy. But what 
really struck me was the 
subject of  their winning 
song — “Stefania” is a trib-

ute to the lead singer’s aging mother: “The field blooms but 
she is turning gray … She rocked me; gave me a rhythm. 
You can’t take willpower from me as I got it from her. She 
knew more than King Solomon …” 

“Stefania” was not the only Eurovision song to honor 
family ties. Portugal’s entry, performed in subtle har-
monies by an all-female group, expressed the composer’s 
pain at the loss of  her grandfather, together with her joy in 

having known and loved him. 
MARO, a Portuguese artist who attended music school 

in Boston, reflected on the meaning of  her song, 
“Saudade,” “It’s about loss but it’s also celebration. It’s 
crazy how impactful our grandparents can be and it’s a ref-
erence to so many values, including unconditional love.” 

Yes, it’s amazing how impactful our elders can be and 
how unconditionally they love us. 

These two songs brought joy to my heart as they 
reminded me of  Pope Francis’ oft-repeated call for young 
people to remember and honor their elders. 

Throughout the pandemic, the media has emphasized 
dark stories of  the suffering and isolation of  seniors. Now 
on a daily basis we see images of  elderly Ukrainians who 
find themselves alone amidst the ravages of  war. 

We need a bit of  “Good News” involving the elderly. 
Witnessing the love of  these young Ukrainian and 
Portuguese musicians for their elders filled me with admi-
ration and hope. 

On July 24, the Church will celebrate the second annual 
World Day of  Grandparents and the Elderly. 

Wouldn’t it be fantastic if  young people across America 
used their talents to create music and works of  art in 
honor of  their elders on this special day? They may not 
receive a prestigious trophy or international acclaim but 
God will reward them with the joy of  those who know how 
much more blessed it is to give than to receive. 

God’s goal for creation (Genesis 2-3)There’s work to be done!
Musing about the biblical account of  creation brings 

to mind the “do lists” I make for big projects. I make the 
items small so I can celebrate checking them off. When I 
get to the goal, having checked off  all the items, I stop 
adding new ones, tear up the list and declare that I 
deserve a rest. It occurs to me that, while my goal 

throughout projects 
remains fairly consistent, 
the “do list” is seldom 
definitive. I am sometimes 
“recalibrating.” 

God’s grand and on-
going project of  creation, 
as it is narrated in 
Genesis 2-3, involves a 
number of  steps toward 
the goal. When the goal is 
reached, God adds no 
more new creatures. 
Musing about this account 
convinces me that God’s 
goal for creation was and 
still is community. 

The items on God’s “do 
list” might look like this: create a living creature to till 
the soil, create a garden for the creature to till, create 
companions so the creature is not alone. Oops, recali-
brate. Create a creature who is equal in nature and digni-
ty to be a companion, put the two in the garden to form a 
community (Gen 2:25). Sit back and wait. 

The human (adam), sculpted from the earth/soil 
(adamah), is created specifically because earth needs 
someone to till it and make it fruitful (Gen 2:5). 
Translating adam as “earthling” preserves the pun in the 
original language. Clearly this earthing and the earth 
exist in a close, mutually beneficial relationship. God 
breathes life, God’s very own breath, into Adam. Check. 

 God plants a garden and places the earthling in it. 
Adam is to make the garden fruitful by the tilling, the 
garden is to nourish Adam who respectfully, perhaps 
even reverently, takes its fruit. Adam is not to strip the 
land of  all its fruit (Gen 2:16-17). Again, a mutually benefi-
cial relationship. Check. 

Even though gainfully employed and copiously fed, 
God observes that it is not good for the human to be alone 
(Gen 2:18) and commences to create a variety of  creatures 
as possible companions. Adam names them (Gen 2:20), 
implying a measure of  power or control. Since both 
equality and difference are required for two or more to be 
community, the business of  creation continues. 
Recalibrate by creating a creature who is equal to Adam. 

God builds up a creature out of  the earthling’s very 
flesh. Now there are two (ish and ishah) who are different 
but equal in nature and dignity making human commu-
nity possible. Humanity, the last element of  the initial 
creative acts of  God, is seen in the bond or relationship of  
two in community. God’s ultimate plan for creation is the 
comfortable, respectful, non-competitive relationship rep-
resented by the man and the woman who are naked (that 
is, completely open and honest) before each other but 
unashamed (Gen2:25). Check. Having reached the goal of  
creation, God adds no more new creatures. 

This marvelous, trusting community is not closed in 
on itself. True community never is. There is openness 
with others (the serpent) and even with God who walks 
and talks with them each evening (Gen 3:8). The cunning 
serpent suggests that God is not trustworthy and has lied 
to the couple in order to withhold a power that they could 
share (Gen 3:5). In addition to mistrust of  God’s intent, 
the community is threatened by a desire for having what 
another has. These traits lead to an act of  disobedience. 

The way the narrative frames the act of  disobedience 
clearly demonstrates that God’s intention for creation is 
the establishment of  a mutually respectful community. 
Immediately before the act the two are naked, comfort-
able and unashamed in each other’s presence (Gen 2:25) 
and immediately after disobedience they are naked and 
ashamed and so attempt to hide from each other (Gen 
3:7). Lack of  trust and fear that leads to hiding self  are 
evidence of  broken community. They hide from God as 
well (Gen 3:10). 

Subsequently they begin the litany of  blame (3:12-13), 
a clear indication of  broken community with each other, 
with God, and with the creatures in their common home. 
Adam even blames the creator for putting the woman 
there. God’s goal for creation is thwarted. Finally, the 
earth which Adam was created to till will no longer pro-
duce nourishment without difficult toil. The closing of  
the narrative points to a tension between humanity and 
creation—a tension that requires healing to restore cre-
ation to its divinely intended goal of  a harmonious com-
munity. 

It would seem that our care for creation (our common 
home) necessitates a simultaneous care for rebuilding a 
human community marked by mutual respect and care. 
The issue of  our environment is not separate from the 
issues of  racial, political, social and economic division 
which must be mended if  our common home is to blos-
som and thrive. 

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theol-
ogy professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, 
Ky.

The Ascension of the Lord — ‘… 
why are you standing there look-

ing at the sky?’ (Acts 1:11) 
The readings for the seventh Sunday of  Easter — 

Cycle C are: Acts 7:55-60; Revelations 22:12-14, 16-17, 
20 and John 17:20-26. 

The Apostles had been with Jesus for three years. They 
had hoped he was the Messiah, the one who was to come to 

free them from the shack-
les of  oppression, the one 
who would lead them into 
battle as they fought their 
oppressors, the one who 
would lead them to victory. 
They had such high hopes. 
After all, they had all aban-
doned everything and 
everyone to follow him. 
Even when others walked 
away because they found 
some of  Jesus’ words diffi-
cult, incomprehensible, too 
demanding — the Apostles 
stayed with him. They 
believed in him. 

And then their hopes were dashed. How disappointed 
they must have felt, how discouraged, how abandoned 
when Jesus was taken away by the Roman soldiers and 
ultimately condemned to die. Why didn’t he fight back, why 
didn’t he show his great power, why didn’t he vanquish the 
foe? Condemned to death! And to a most ignominious 
death. For their part, it was just too much. They went into 
hiding so that they would not experience the same fate as 
Jesus. 

But then a ray of  hope! They had heard from some 
women who had gone to anoint the body of  Jesus in the 
grave that not only was his body not there, but that Jesus 
had been raised from the dead. They had been told so by 
the angels at the tomb. One of  the women had actually 
seen — and talked to — Jesus. What sheer and utter joy! 
Jesus had kept his word after all. Death had not overcome 
him. He was alive and over the next 40 days would appear 
to his disciples to assure them of  his love, of  his presence, 
of  his care for them. 

Ah, but then he is taken away yet again. And they still 
do not understand. They go so far as to ask him as he pre-
pares to leave them and return to the Father if  he is going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel before he leaves. (Acts 1:6) 
His answer is somewhat cryptic: “It is not for you to know 
the times of  seasons that the Father has established … but 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you … and you will be my witnesses.” (Acts 1:7-8) And with 
that, Jesus was lifted up and a cloud took him from their 
sight. 

And what did the Apostles do? They stood “looking 
intently at the sky as he was going” (Acts 1:10) until they 
were challenged by the angels standing beside them. “Why 
are you standing there looking at the sky?” (Acts 1:11) 

There was work to be done. Standing there looking at 
the sky is not going to get the job done. The angels assure 
them that yes, Jesus will “return in the same way as you 
have seen him going into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) The unspo-
ken words are “so you’d better get going and be busy about 
the Lord’s work.” 

Aren’t our lives often like the lives of  the Apostles? We 
have such great hopes, such wonderful plans, such mar-
velous dreams. We have our lives all planned out and know 
exactly what we’re going to do and who we’re going to be. 
We trust that the Lord is going to cooperate with our plan 
and that he will make sure it all unfolds just as we expect. 
And then, something or someone derails our plans and 
they don’t unfold as we had planned them. And, we lose our 
steam, we are disappointed, we are discouraged — just as 
the Apostles must have been. And sometimes we let that 
get in the way of  what we are — each one of  us who claim 
to be followers of  and believers in Jesus — called to do. It 
can even get in the way of  who we are called to be. 

The message is clear. We can’t stand around looking and 
waiting and watching. There’s work to be done! Jesus has 
entrusted every one of  his followers with his message and 

Sister Constance  
Veit, L.S.P.

GUEST

Bishop Roger J. Foys, 
D.D.

Sister Fidelis Tracy, 
C.D.P.

MUSINGS

(Continued on page 14)(Continued on page 21)
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Be  
Witnesses

The witness of open hearts 
“Wake up the world! 

 Be witnesses of 
 a different way  
of doing things,  

of acting, of living!”  
                              — Pope Francis 

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,  
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.

Karen Kuhlman 
Messenger Correspondent 

Sister Kay Kramer is a member of the Congregation of 
Divine Providence of Kentucky. Her ministries include St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare and Thomas 
More University. Trained as 
a nurse-midwife and family 
nurse practitioner, Sister 
Kay is also Doctor Kay, with 
a doctorate in nursing. She 
is a member of the Thomas 
More University faculty and 
prepares students for a 
career in nursing. Maternal 
and child health, labor and 
delivery and postpartum 
women are part of one of 
the most popular majors at 
TMU. 

Sister Kay culti-
vates in her students an 
appreciation for the com-
plexities women and their 
families experience when 
living in highly stressful sit-
uations. She recently invit-
ed some of her senior nurs-
ing students to join her on 
a mission trip to McAllen, 
Texas, to witness with open 
hearts the reality of what is 
happening at the United 
States and Mexico border. 

The trip provided an understanding of some important 
principles of Catholic social teaching: “People have the right to 
migrate to sustain their lives and the lives of their families; a coun-
try has the right to regulate its borders and control immigration; a 
country must regulate its borders with justice and mercy.” 

The Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen is a ministry 
of Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, Diocese of 
Brownsville, Texas. The Center welcomes the vulnerable who pass 
legally through customs at the United States and Mexico border 
and helps refugees make contact with their waiting families. 
People seeking asylum must show verification that they will meet 
family in the United States. They come to McAllen hoping for a 
new life; many new lives begin at the Holy Family Birth Center. 
One of the few “out of hospital” birthing centers in the United 
States, the Center cares for families in need of prenatal care, labor, 
delivery, postpartum services and well-woman care. 

Thomas More students Brigitte Gogzhayen and Megan 
Finley experienced a few difficulties traveling to McAllen. They set 
those minor problems aside after meeting people whose jour-
neys to the United States had been genuinely arduous. Ms. 
Gogzhayen and Ms. Finley had their phones, clothing, and person-
al items at their disposal; most immigrants come with meager 
supplies. Many who make the journey are not without resources, 
but they leave everything they have behind in the hope of a 
peaceful life in the United States. One woman left her home in 
Argentina and walked for six months before arriving in McAllen. 

Ms. Finley said, “Sister Kay is a great role model and has 
been such an inspiration to me. When she presented the idea of a 
mission trip to the border, I trusted in her, knowing she would 
lead us to some great experiences. Working with her at the 

Respite Center, I was privileged to assist people who were really 
suffering and struggling. I will never forget their smiles when I 
handed them a simple article of clothing, a pair of pants, a tooth-
brush, and toothpaste. It was shocking to see those hoping to get 

to the Respite Center sleeping under the shelter of thin pieces of 
tarp supported by sticks.” 

Ms. Gogzhayen appreciated the opportunity to assist at 
the Birth Center and had a personal reason for the trip as well. Her 
parents and grandparents were residents of that part of the 
Soviet Union which is now Azerbaijan. Religious persecution 
forced them to leave their home and travel to the United States in 
1992. Highland United Methodist Church in Ft. Thomas sponsored 
the Gogzhayen family and eased their assimilation into the 
United States. The church supplied them with donated clothing 
and assisted them with rent for three months until her parents 
found work. Ms. Gogzhayen’s mission trip allowed her to learn 
about the refugee experience in another time and place. 

The students had many eye-opening experiences at the 
border. Growing up and attending church in the Diocese of 
Covington gave them an understanding of the love we are called 
to share with one another. This trip taught them a lot about peo-
ple — our immigrant brothers and sisters in particular. They rec-
ognize that every immigrant — every person — has their own 
story, often one of which we know nothing. 

Accompanied by Sister Kay, the students traveled to 
McAllen, Texas, with open hearts. Their experiences remind us of 
our obligation to be thankful for everything we have and not be 
so quick to make assumptions about people. Ms. Gogzhayen 
stressed that no matter what side of the immigration issue we are 
on, we are called to extend a hand and do what we would want 
others to do for us if we were in their position. Sister Kay and the 
young nurses traveled to the United States-Mexico border and 
did as God would have them do.

For their family members in 
Afghanistan, life is lived in fear, for they 
are being targeted by the Taliban. 
Communication with family members 
is difficult since they must live in 
remote areas, often without WIFI, and 
many move weekly to avoid detection. 
While KRM is doing their best to offer 
hope for a happy reunion, Ms. 
Sievering said, it will take a long time 
— years — and in many cases, will 
never happen. “We’re really realistic 
and upfront with them,” she said.

Religious Communities  
in the  

Diocese of Covington 
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg 
Monastery www.stwalburg.org 

Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis 
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org 

Passionist Nuns 
www.erlangerpassionists.com 

Sisters of Divine Providence 
www.cdpkentucky.org 

Sisters of Notre Dame 
www.sndky.org 

Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker 
www.ssjw.org 

Public and Private 
Associations 

Franciscan Daughters of Mary 
www.fdofmary.org 

Missionaries of St. John the Baptist 
www.msjb.info

Divine Providence Sister Kay Kramer and senior nursing students from Thomas More University on a 
recent mission trip to The Humanitarian Respite Center, McAllen, Texas, (from left) Lauren Farmer, Carly 
Kramer, Megan Finley (in back), Hailie Simpson, Brigitte Gogzheyan, Kylie Batsche, Sister Kay Kramer.



Father Hogan taught Religion and Latin. “I guess they 
thought if  you’ve been over in Europe you ought to know 
it (Latin),” Father Hogan said. 

Instead of  reflecting on the life he has lived to this 
point, Father Hogan says he likes to keep moving forward. 
He thanks the St. Charles Community for being such a 
friendly and welcoming place. 

“Of  65 years I don’t go back and reminisce much, but all 
the parishes I served at are still standing … so I guess I did-
n’t destroy them … but in all seriousness every parish I 
served at was wonderful and I had a great time with all the 
people I came to know,” Father Hogan said. 

Father Hogan still goes to Mass provided at St. Charles 

three days a week. 
“The life here is very peaceful and orderly. There is 

some time of  prayer, play, and many times, much of  the 
time, time for sleep,” Father Hogan said with a chuckle. 

Father Hogan returned to his reflection on the inspira-
tion of  Saints Peter and Paul. 

“I’m sure Peter had a lot of  problems. You know, Jesus 
was usually questioning or encouraging him, but when 
Peter was asked ‘do you love me?’ He always told Jesus 
‘you know it.’ The same with Paul and his short comings, 
his love for Jesus was never questioned … When I look at 
myself, my life, all the faults and mistakes I’ve made, I real-
ly have always told Jesus when it came to my love for Him, 
you know I do,” Father Hogan said.
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  

Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 

The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

entation to the bishops, “I felt God moving my heart and I 
wanted to be a part of  it.” 

So he applied for the spot as executive director and said 
he is “humbled and honored” to be appointed. 

In his presentation and later in interviews, Bishop 
Cozzens said the Catholic Church can deepen the faithful’s 
understanding of  the Eucharist with the revival and the 
congress by remembering that Christ said a lighted lamp 
does not belong under a bushel basket. 

“Set it up on a hill so that people can see it and be 
attracted to it,” the bishop said. “And I think that’s what 
we want to do with our teaching on the Eucharist.” 

Glemkowski noted that “the original vision” for the 
revival began to be discussed when Auxiliary Bishop 
Robert E. Barron of  Los Angeles was the bishops’ evange-
lization chairman, shortly after the results of  a 2019 Pew 
survey showed just 30 percent of  Catholics understand the 
real presence of  Christ in the Eucharist. 

Bishop Barron also is founder of  the Catholic evange-
lization organization Word on Fire. 

In the Pew survey, 69 percent of  all self-identified 
Catholics said they believed the bread and wine used at 
Mass are not Jesus, but instead “symbols of  the body and 
blood of  Jesus Christ.” 

The results struck a nerve with many U.S. bishops, who 
saw a catechetical crisis in this lack of  fundamental 
understanding about the Eucharist. 

In November, in addition to approving the plans for the 
revival and Congress, the bishops also approved a state-
ment on “The Mystery of  the Eucharist in the Life of  the 
Church,” which is addressed to all Catholics in the United 
States and “endeavors to explain the centrality of  the 
Eucharist in the life of  the church.” 

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of  Fort Wayne-South Bend, 
Indiana, chairman of  the bishops’ Committee on 
Doctrine, which drafted the statement, also said the docu-
ment was meant to be a theological contribution to the 
bishops’ upcoming eucharistic revival “by providing a 
doctrinal resource for parishes, catechists and the faith-
ful.” 

In addition, the Notre Dame Center for Liturgy at the 
University of  Notre Dame’s McGrath Institute for Church 
Life has launched a new initiative for 2022 on fostering a 
eucharistic culture in parishes, schools, and dioceses as a 
way of  promoting deeper affiliation with the church.

There’s work to be done! 
(Continued from page 1)

Father Verne Hogan 
(Continued from page 2)
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis praised the way people 
have faced the trials and losses in their lives with a firm-
ness of  faith in God’s promises and love. 

“We have all known people like this. We have been 
impressed by their cry, but we have also stood in admira-
tion at the firmness of  their faith and love,” the pope said 
during his general audience in St. Peter’s Square May 18. 

Admirable examples include parents of  children with 
serious disabilities, those who live with a permanent ill-
ness or those who are assisting a member of  their family 
— all situations that are made worse when coupled with 
economic difficulties, he said. 

Sometimes these burdens accumulate, seeming to pile 
on all at once, which is what has “happened in these years 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, and is happening now with 
the war in Ukraine,” the pope said. 

Continuing his series of  talks dedicated to the meaning 
and value of  “old age,” the pope reflected on an event in the 
life of  Job, who suffered a devastating series of  catastro-
phes and losses. Job’s friends tell Job that his plight must 
be punishment for personal wrongdoing and a call from 
God to repent. 

However, the pope said, God praises Job “because he 
understood the mystery of  God’s tenderness hidden 
behind his silence.” Job is a witness of  a faith who “does 
not accept a ‘caricature’ of  God, but protests loudly in the 
face of  evil until God responds and reveals his face,” which 
is tender and respectful. 

“God rebukes Job’s friends who presumed they knew 
everything, knew about God and about suffering, and, hav-
ing come to comfort Job, ended up judging him with their 
preconceived paradigms,” he said. 

The Book of  Job represents what happens when it 
seems an excessive and unjust amount of  suffering befalls 

an individual, a family or a people, he said, reflecting that 
saying, “When it rains it pours.” 

People cannot justify or blame this excessive evil on 
nature, history or the sins of  the victims, as if  they deserve 

it, he said. 
However, God is not afraid of  confrontation, and Job’s 

protest is a way to pray, like children may protest against 
their parents to capture their attention and signal their 

Do not be afraid to vent to God, have faith in his justice, pope says

SUMMER FESTIVAL
Saturday, JUNE 11 

4:00 p.m. – 11 p.m.

 Father Stenger

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
in Historic CAMP SPRINGS 

Invite You To Our

Father Stenger and the Parishioners of

Outdoor Grill & Food Court 
Homemade Desserts & Beer Garden

*  BOOTHS   *   BIG CARD POKER   *    KIDS GAMES  * 
  *  DUCKY DOWNS   *   WINE & ALCOHOL RAFFLES  * 
*  $1,500 MAJOR RAFFLE  *  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   *     

Directions: Take AA Highway (Rt. 9) from Wilder. Go 9 miles  
to Rt. 547 exit. Turn right and go 1 mile to church. 

Information (859) 635-2491         Lic #0603

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Pope Francis blesses a man as he greets people during his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican May 18, 2022.
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ENTERTAINMENT

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner   • Hot Water Heat Systems       

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call the Messenger  
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1500

Moving? Wrong address? 
Call the circulation desk,  

(859) 392-1570

“Downton Abbey: A New Era” (Focus) Screenwriter 
Julian Fellowes once again weaves his magic with this sec-
ond film adaptation of  his landmark ITV and PBS televi-
sion series. This time out, the titular grand manor plays 
host to the cast and crew of  a silent movie whose director 
falls for the married elder daughter of  the estate’s owners 

who now supervises 
the property. While 
the mansion’s ser-
vants are mostly 
agog to meet the 
movie folks, its pro-
prietors and several 
other family mem-

bers evade them by decamping to the French Riviera where 
the recent demise of  an old beau of  the clan’s tart-tongued 
matriarch has left her in possession of  his seaside villa. As 
directed by Simon Curtis, Fellowes’ script affirms marital 
fidelity even in the face of  neglect and celebrates the recon-
ciliation of  once-antagonistic relatives. Yet, though dis-
creetly handled, and even ambiguous, a subplot that sees 
James-Collier’s butler gaining the affections of  West’s 
Douglas Fairbanks-like actor makes this best for grown 
viewers, though it’s possibly acceptable for older teens. 
Mature themes, including same-sex attraction and illegiti-
macy, a couple of  mild oaths. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG. 

 
“Family Camp” (Roadside) Leaden 

evangelical comedy in which the wife of  
a business-obsessed dad convinces him 
to sign their family up for a weeklong 
visit to the summer camp their parish 
runs in the hope of  getting him to focus 
on being a spouse and father. Instead, he 
gets caught up in a rivalry with the 
eccentric patriarch of  the clan with 
whom they share their rustic accommo-
dations. While almost squeaky clean, 

director and co-writer Brian Cates’ film is woefully inert 
when trying to be humorous and even more ineffective 
when the script he penned with Rene Gutteridge turns sen-
timental or preachy. One vague sexual reference. CNS: A-II; 
MPAA: PG. 

 
“Firestarter” (Universal) For all its pyrotechnic special 

effects, director Keith Thomas’ screen version of  Stephen 
King’s sci-fi horror novel, previously adapted by Mark 
Lester in 1984, fails to ignite. Having inherited paranormal 
abilities from her parents, who obtained their own gifts 
after being experimented on as college students, a young 
girl is targeted by the same shadowy organization that tin-
kered with mom and dad and forced to become a fugitive to 
evade the assassin the group has dispatched to kidnap her. 
The moral underpinnings of  this downbeat fantasy com-
port with gospel values as the youthful heroine tries to con-
trol her destructive powers, using them, for the most part, 
only in self-defense, and eventually extends forgiveness in 
lieu of  exacting revenge. But viewer interest in her story is 
likely to be no better than lukewarm while a few grisly 
interludes are graphic fare even for grown-ups. Gunplay 
and other violence with some gore, several gruesome 
images, a couple of  uses each of  profanity and milder 
oaths, about a half-dozen rough terms, occasional crude 
and crass language. CNS: A-III; MPAA: R.

Movie 
Capsule

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and click on 
“Extras,” then choose “Movies.” Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are: 
•  A-I — general patronage;  
•  A-II — adults and adolescents;  
•  A-III — adults;  
•  L — limited adult audience; 
•  O — morally offensive.

need for care, he said. 
It is OK to object “even to God. God will listen to you. 

God is a father. God is not afraid of  our prayer of  protest,” 
so people can be free and spontaneous in expressing them-
selves in prayer, the pope said. 

“Perhaps we need to learn this respect and tenderness 
from God. And God does not like that encyclopedia — let’s 
call it this — of  explanations, of  reflections that Job’s 
friends make,” the pope said. Job’s friends display a kind 
of  “religiosity that explains everything but remains cold 
at heart. God does not like this. He likes Job’s protest and 
silence more.” 

“The turning point in the conversation of  faith comes 
right at the height of  Job’s venting, where he says, ‘I know 
that my redeemer lives,’” and he knows that he shall see 
God, the pope said. 

This is “the simple faith in the resurrection of  God, the 
simple faith in Jesus Christ, the simple faith that the Lord 
is always waiting for us and will come,” he said, and it is a 
faith that can be seen in many older people who have expe-
rienced great difficulties. 

So many people get to know God better after reaching 
out to him after experiencing things that are “a bit ugly, a 
bit dark,” he said. 

These people “have also seen the inconsistency of  
human promises. Lawyers, scientists, even men of  reli-
gion, who confuse the persecutor with the victim, insinu-
ating that they are fully responsible for their own suffer-
ing. They are mistaken!” the pope said. 

The pope praised those elderly who can turn resent-
ment “into a tenacity for awaiting God’s promises” 
because they are an example to the rest of  the faith com-
munity about facing “the excesses of  evil.” 

“Let us look at old people ... with love. Let us see their 
personal experiences. They have suffered so much in life, 
they have learned so much in life, they have gone through 
so much, but in the end, they have this peace, a peace, I 
would say, that is almost mystical, that is, the peace from 
an encounter with God,” he said.



The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following chan-
nels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 
517; and DirectTV 25. 

Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - 
noon., Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to 
the public, 50 percent off  the first Thursday of  each 
month. Proceeds benefit children living at DCCH 
Center. Donation drop-off  preferred during regular 
Flea Market hours – 75 Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell. 

The Mustard Seed Community is canceling their 
First Friday Mass at St. Joseph Crescent Springs on 
June 3, it will resume again on July 1. 

Pro-Life Training – Mary’s Pro-Life Boot Camp for 
Catholic Teens, 14-17, a ministry of  the Franciscan 
Daughters of  Mary and their Special Forces team, 
engages and equips the next generation of  Pro-Life 
Catholics. July 7-11, 2022 at St. Anne Retreat Center, 
Melbourne. Retreat weekend, daily sacraments, hands-
on experience, national and local speakers, family pic-
nic at dropoff. Enlist online at www.prolifebootcamp. 
org by June 9. Registration cost $100.00, scholarships 
available. Questions/donate/volunteer: maryspro-
lifebootcamp@gmail. com. 

Bishop Brossart High School men and women golf out-
ings, A J Jolly Golf  Course includes 18 holes with cart, 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Ladies outing, June 16, cost $90; 
call 781-4337 for reservations. Men’s outing, June 17, cost 
$100; call 635-4657 for reservations. 

Join the Diocesan Serra Club for Vocations, June 1, 6:31 
p.m., at UC Health Stadium for the Florence Y’alls. Tickets 
$10 each; the Serra Club keeps $5 for its ministry. Tickets 
may be purchased from Serra Club members, or online, 
https://www.ticketreturn.com/ enter the code “SerraClub” 
in the special offer code field. Call 392-1500 or e-mail mmur-
ray@covdio.org for information. 

Swing Dance for Young Adults, May 28, 7 p.m., St. Bernard 
Parish, Dayton, Garvey Hall. A lesson will begin at 7 p.m. (so 
don’t be afraid to come if  you’ve never done it before!) 
Contact dmsb.nickolas@gmail.com. 

Flea Market, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs,  
8 a.m.–3 p.m., June 3-4, Noll Hall. Free admission and 
parking. Call 341-6609. 

“New Manna Retreat,” June 4, Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Ft. Mitchell. Father Thomas Picchioni will 

explore the four different faces of  the Real Manna 
come down from heaven and how each comes with a 
different understanding, response and relationship. 
Registration: 8– 8:30 a.m.; retreat 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.  
No cost to attend; free will offering accepted. RSVP 
appreciated, e-mail 
sproutingstumpministries@gmail.com or call/text 
(859) 803-8890. Eligible for 8 CEUs. 

 

Upcoming Mornings of Reflection with Father 
Conor Kunath: June 18 at St. Thomas Parish, Fort 
Thomas, from 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM   

Religious Freedom Week 2022 begins June 22, the 
Feast of  Saints Thomas More and John Fisher. The 
United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops invites 
Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to promote religious 
freedom. Learn more at https://www.usccb.org/com-
mittees/ religious-liberty. 

A perfect pair 
St. Henry School, Elsmere, has A preschool tradition, the 
wedding of  Q and U, an alphabet wrap-up activity to 
remember that Q and U are always together in words. 

Welcome to the world 
Spring is the season for new life and the preschoolers 
at St. Patrick School, Taylor Mill, learned how to handle 
baby chicks.   
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St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish, Ft. Thomas 
June 3, 7–11 p.m. 
June 4, 5:30–11 p.m. 
 
St. Augustine Parish, 
Covington 
June 10-11, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Paul Parish, Florence 
June 10-11, 6–11 p.m.  
June 12, 4–9 p.m. 
 
St. Joseph Parish, Camp 
Springs 
June 11, 4–11 p.m. 
 
St. Edward Parish, 
Cynthiana 
June 12 
 
St. Therese Parish, 
Southgate 
June 16, adult only  
June 17-18, family 
 
St. Joseph Academy, 
Walton 
June 17-18, 5–11 p.m.  
 
Mary, Queen of Heaven 
Parish, Erlanger 
June 24, 6–11 p.m. 
June 25, 5–11 p.m.  
June 26, 3–8 p.m. 
 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, Burlington 
July 15, 6 p.m.–midnight 
July 16, 5 p.m.–midnight 
July 17, 4–10 p.m. 
 
St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood 
July 15, 6 p.m.–midnight 
July 16, 6 p.m.–midnight 
July 17, 4–10 p.m. 
 
St. Thomas Parish,  
Ft. Thomas 
July 22-23 
 
St. James Parish, 
Brooksville 
July 22-23-24 
 
Sts. Peter-Paul Parish, 
California 
July 30 
Aug. 27  
 
 

St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish, 
Alexandria 
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight 
Aug. 13, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Joseph Parish, 
Crescent Springs 
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight 
Aug. 13, 6 p.m.–midnight  
Aug. 14, 3–9 p.m.  
 
St. Bernard Parish, 
Dayton 
Aug. 19, 6–11 p.m. 
Aug. 20, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Augustine Parish, 
Augusta 
Aug. 26-27-28  
 
St. Cecilia Parish, 
Independence 
Sept. 4, 6 p.m.–midnight  
Sept. 5, 4 p.m. - midnight 
 
St. Barbara Parish, 
Erlanger 
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight  
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight 
 
St. Patrick Parish, 
Maysville 
Sept. 9-10-11  
 
St. Timothy Parish, 
Union 
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.  
Sept. 17, 5:30 p.m.–mid-
night 
 
St. William Parish, 
Williamstown 
Sept. 16-17  
 
St. Benedict Parish, 
Covington 
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Anthony Parish, 
Taylor Mill 
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m. 
 
Festival listings are  
submitted by parishes and 
schools. If your festival 
isn’t listed e-mail your  
festival information to 
messenger@covdio.org.

Festivals

Newsworthy
Local Catholic Order of Foresters agents win 
awards and donate to parish and seminarian  

General Agent Tom Kaelin, Fort Wright, 
earned a Richard Tobin Benevolence Award 
from Catholic Order of Foresters (COF). Kaelin 
chose Deacon A.J. Gedney to receive the 
donation from COF associated with the award.  

Agent Ryan Maschmeyer, Union, also earned a 
Richard Tobin Award from Catholic Order of 
Foresters (COF). This award allows its recipients 
to choose an organization to receive a $500 
donation from COF. Maschmeyer chose  
St. Timothy Parish to receive the donation.  

Established in 1883, Catholic Order of Foresters is 
a Catholic fraternal benefit life insurance society 
helping members achieve financial security while 
supporting the Catholic community through  
spiritual, social, and charitable growth  
opportunities. It is headquartered in Naperville, 
Ill., and has nearly 100,000 members nationwide. 
COF is licensed in 37 states and Washington, D.C. 
For more information, visit, catholicforester.org 
or connect with COF on social media. 
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In our Catholic cemeteries we carry out sacred religious functions 
[canon law 1205], create a place of  care and prayer and express the 
beauty of  our relationship to God through graced environments that 
feature beautiful landscapes and mausoleums, spiritual artwork and 
sacred shrines. Here we can fulfill the Corporal Work of  Mercy to 
bury the dead along with the Spiritual Works of  Mercy to console 
the sorrowing and pray for the living and the dead. Your Catholic 
cemeteries: 

• Attest to the unity of  the living and the dead — a sign of  the 
“Communion of  Saints” in our midst. 

• Express in words, deeds and objects our belief  in the sacredness 
of  human persons, living and dead —  
whether male or female, rich or poor, powerful or ordinary. 

• Provide a focus for the Christian community for prayerful 
remembrance of  the dead. 

• Speak of  life beyond life, life after death. 
Printed with permission from the Archdiocese of  Milwaukee Cemetery Office, www.cemeteries.org.

Our bodies are temples of  the Holy Spirit,  
baptized with water, anointed with oil,  
nourished with the Body and Blood of  the 
Lord, touched with healing and love. Christ 
himself  shared not only our nature, but also 
our very mortal bodies; therefore, we should 
always treat human beings and their mortal 
remains with respect, dignity and honor. 

Catholic cemeteries are part of the ministry of   
the Roman Catholic Church. Through the 
Church, the Body of Christ, we are touched with 
mercy, love, grace and goodness from the womb  
to the tomb. 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cemeteries: 

St. Stephen (Ft. Thomas)   (859) 441-0067 

St. Mary (Ft. Mitchell) (859) 331-1140 

St. John (Ft. Mitchell) (859) 331-1394 

St. Joseph (Cold Spring) (859) 441-0067 

St. Joseph (Wilder) (859) 392-1585 

Parish Cemeteries: 

St. Mary (Alexandria) (859) 635-4188 

St. Augustine (Augusta) (606) 756-2377 

St. Joseph (Blanchet;  
St. William, Williamstown) (859) 824-5381 

St. James (Brooksville) (606) 735-2271 

Sts. Peter and Paul 
(California) 
Immaculate Conception 
(Stepstone) (859) 635-2924 

St. Joseph 
(Camp Springs) (859) 635-2491 

St. John the Evangelist  
(Carrollton) (502) 732-5776 

St. Edward (Cynthiana) (859) 234-5444 

 
St. Francis (Dayton; 
St. Bernard Parish) (859) 261-8506 

St. John (Dividing Ridge;  
St. William,  
Williamstown) (859) 824-5381 

St. Francis Xavier 
(Falmouth) (859) 654-8241 

St. Charles 
(Flemingsburg) (606) 845-4601 

St. Cecilia  
(Independence) (859) 363-4311 

St. Patrick (Maysville) (606) 564-9015 

St. Mary (Morningview;  
St. Matthew, Kenton) (859) 356-6530 

Guardian Angels 
(Sandfordtown;  
St. Pius X, Edgewood) (859) 341-4900 

St. Patrick (Verona;  
All Saints, Walton) (859) 485-6131 

St. Joseph (Warsaw) (859) 567-2425 

St. Patrick  
(Washington; Maysville) (606) 564-9015 

Other:  

Mother of God 
(Covington) (859) 431-0614

CEMETERIES
Diocese of Covington

The pictures above were taken at diocesan cemeteries. 

Top left: Blessed Virgin Mary statue in St. Mary Cemetery, Fort 
Mitchell. 

Left center: A depiction of  the boy Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
carrying a little lamb marks the resting place of  a child at  
St. Mary Cemetery. 

Top: A family grave marker at St. Mary Cemetery.    

Top center: This large crucifix graces the top of  a hill at  
St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas. 

Top right: Sacred Heart of  Jesus statue created by George F. 
Yostel in the St, John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell. 

Above: The Communion of  Saints Chapel at St. Stephen 
Cemetery was dedicated in 2000. 

Above center: A crucifix and a canopy of  trees mark the 
entrance of  St. Stephen Cemetery. 

Above far right: The mausoleum at St. Mary Cemetery. 

 

Above right: The columbarium located at  
St. Stephen Cemetery. 

Bottom right: A Celtic cross at St. Mary 
Cemetery featuring a Christogram known as 
the Chi-Rho (pronounced “KEE-roe”).

Braun, Cooley, Harvey and Holocher photos

GRIEF
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Father Jordan Hainsey 
Messenger contributor 

The French artist Henri Matisse (1869–1954) is one of  
the undisputed masters of  20th century modern art. 
Known for his playful yet articulate use of  color, he worked 
in a variety of  media from painting to sculpture in a career 
that spanned nearly six decades. It may come as a surprise 
to many that such colorful artworks could come from a 
man who battled depression most of  his life. Matisse was 
frequently so depressed that he found it difficult to work at 
all. When asked about art, Matisse would tell people that 
“artist’s make art not out of  joy but out of  pain.” For 
Matisse, making art was something that heals, something 
that gives meaning. 

While much of  Matisse’s artwork focused on portrai-
ture, still life, and landscape, the final years of  his life gave 
give birth to some of  the most powerful examples we have 
of  sacred, modern art. In the late 1930s, Matisse developed 
cancer, and by 1941, Matisse was mostly bedridden in need 
of  nursing help. 

Responding to a newspaper ad, a young part-time nurse, 
Monique Bourgeois, began to care for him. She also 
worked as his studio assistant and, as a devout Catholic, 
began to challenge his atheistic worldview. For two years 
she assisted Matisse until she left in 1943 to join the 
Dominican convent in Vence, France. This would not be 
the end of  their friendship though. Taking the name Sister 
Jacques-Monique, she and Matisse kept in communica-
tion, and when the Dominican community began plans for 
a new convent chapel, Sister Jacques-Monique turned to 
Matisse. 

Moving to Vence, Matisse threw himself  into the proj-
ect and became obsessed with plans for the new chapel to 
be dedicated under the patronage of  Our Lady of  the 
Rosary. Sister Jacques-Marie built a plywood model, one-
tenth the size, following Matisse’s instructions. From this, 
he designed all elements in the space from decoration to 
altar appointments and vesture. What he would create 
would be a jewel box experience. For Matisse, color wasn’t 
decorative; it was to perform like a dance — it was to do 
something. In the Ancient Greek tradition, dancing was a 
form of  frenzied self-forgetting, a mode of  becoming. For 
Matisse, color functioned in much the same way. 

For the chapel’s stained glass windows, Matisse created 
forms which recalled the Tree of  Life. Designed by cutting 
shapes from paper with scissors and then applying them to 
a studio wall where he would work out the composition. 
The completed design would later be fashioned in stained 
glass from hues of  sapphire blue, emerald green, and 
lemon yellow. 

For the Stations of  the Cross and the devotional image 
of  St. Dominic, Matisse worked out the designs from his 
wheelchair. Attaching a brush to the end of  a stick, 
Matisse would compose the outlined figures deliberately 
and thoughtfully through purity of  line. These designs 
were then fired on white porcelain tiles. Reflecting the 
stained glass of  the space, the tiles themselves became a 

living canvas for the dance of  light they would receive 
throughout the daytime hours. 

Matisse even designed a sublime set of  vestments in all 
the liturgical colors for the space with the aid of  Sister 
Jacques-Marie. Beginning with gouache, Matisse would 
even source silk swatches so that the color pairings which 
would be sewn and applied were true to his vision. Whites 
were paired with greens. Reds with resplendent yellow-
golds. A black requiem chasuble displays organic forms 
with text, a rarity in his work. It displays “Esper Lucat,” an 
expression of  the old language of  Provence, that means, 
“the eyes are open with the light.” Encompassing the same 
organic shapes he used in his Tree of  Life windows, the 
colorful vestments, which would have moved and been 

Art that gives meaning: The Rosary Chapel of Henri Matisse

Services 
Offered: 

Mausoleum 
Lawn Crypts 
Grave Lots 

Cremation Niches 
 

Ask about our  
New Economical 

Payment Plan  
for burial services

If you have not provided a family burial place and agree that before-need  
planning is the logical solution, call us for more information.

Our staff can answer all your questions.   431-0614

New Chapel of the Risen Christ Cremation Niches 

Elliston-Stanley Funeral Homes 
Williamstown, Ky. 41097 

Phone: (859) 824-3374 

Crittenden, Ky. 41030 
Phone: (859) 428-3374 

u 
Hamilton-Stanley Funeral Home 

Verona, Ky. 41092 
Phone: (859) 485-4885 

u 
Eckler-McDaniel Funeral Home 

Dry Ridge, Ky. 41035 
Phone: (859) 823-5641 

24 houR funeRal info (859) 824-4004

(above) Matisse in his studio rendering Saint Dominic and 
the Stations of  the Cross. 
 
(left) Matisse with Sister Jacques-Monique. 



seen in the stark white of  the Chapel, highlight the impor-
tance of  the celebrant’s liturgical action. 

For Matisse, the Chapel was not just a building, but a 
living space where light and shadow — color and absence 
— converge. And, with his ongoing cancer battle, depres-
sion, and mobility issues, the chapel would be Matisse’s 
last grand work where he would work out his meaning. 
Writing toward the end of  his life, Matisse said: “This 
chapel is for me the culmination of  a life of  work, and the 
coming into flower of  an enormous, sincere and difficult 
effort. This is not a work that I chose, but rather a work for 

which I was chosen...” 
Unsurprisingly, when the chapel was completed and 

dedicated in 1951 it was applauded by many but scorned by 
countless others — including those from the Dominican 
community. From that time forward though, it has contin-
ued to be a springboard of  inspiration to artists and devout 
faithful alike. 

It is unclear where Matisse was by the end of  his life. It 
is not known whether if  he had a death-bed conversion, or 
if  he came to any sort of  relationship with God. For Sister 
Jacques-Marie, she would hope the answer is yes. 

Wherever he found himself, Matisse’s work and his chapel 
give rise to the importance of  collaborative friendship and 
what redemptive suffering can do when grief  and pain, 
suffering and loss, are transformed into a creative act that 
reflects the Divine image of  God who, “in the beginning 
created light from darkness.” (Gen 1:3-5) 

Father Jordan Hainsey is administrative assistant to the 
bishop and custos of  the holy relics for the Diocese of  
Covington, Ky.
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Peace of mind. 
Our caring and compassionate staff will provide expert assistance, 

making the process of planning your at-need or pre-arranged  
service as easy as possible. We offer a wide range of services 
administered with the utmost attention to detail so that your 
funeral service truly honors the memory of your loved one. 

 

Serving your family ’s  needs s ince 1939 

11 E. Southern Avenue, Latonia KY 41015 
www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com 

Locally owned and operated.859-431-2241

• Traditional funeral services 
• Cremation 
• Monuments 
• We service all  

funeral & burial  
policies 

• All other  
funeral needs 

• Additional  
parking lot  
recently added.

CONNLEY BROTHERS 
FUNERAL HOME

Move into Independent 
Living by July 1, 2022 and get 

your second month FREE. 
Please call today to reserve  

your apartment and find out more details!

(above) Matisse’s Rosary Chapel. (above right) Matisse Chasubles.



Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

The loss of  a child can be one of  the most traumatic 
events in a mother’s life. Mothers who lose a child may feel 
hopeless, distraught or even angry at themselves. The 
same is true for many women who have received abor-
tions. 

“When somebody has a miscar-
riage, we elevate that to a ceremony  
— they will pray over that child, they 
will bury that child, there are prayers 
for parents and we’re attentive to the 
mother’s loss … with abortion, they 
keep it a secret,” said Clare Ruehl, 
nurse, member of  the Pro-life 
Advisory Board, and associate of  
Project Rachel in an interview with 
the Messenger. “The difference, you 
know, between someone who’s had 
that miscarriage and the abortion 
experience, is that we’re asking (mothers who have had an 
abortion) to not even regard their child. And so, we know 
that loss, and when people speak of  it they know in their 
heart. They never forget the day the baby was due, and 
they never forget the day of  the abortion … those are the 
memories of  grief  that they experience.” 

Project Rachel, a ministry for women suffering from 
loss after abortion, was formed to serve those mothers who 
often suffer in silence for fear of  judgement by their fami-
lies, communities and parishes. The entirely anonymous 
program offers weekend and eight-week sessions designed 
to heal women suffering from the heartbreak they may feel 
after having an abortion, or the guilt they put on them-

selves as a result. Through prayer and conversation, 
Project Rachel seeks to heal the mothers’ relationship with 
God and to build a relationship with their lost child. 

“They feel like their child is angry with them or judging 
them for not letting them have a longer life or live in this 
world,” said Ms. Ruehl, “instead of  realizing that child 

only knows perfect love.” 
Participants in Project Rachel get 

to speak and pray with not only other 
mothers who have had an abortion, 
but with others like Clare Ruehl who 
have offered their time to assist in 
this process of  healing. 

“It’s really been a life changing 
thing for me,” said Ms. Ruehl, 
“because I look at my own life and it’s 
brought me closer to Christ. I think, 
look at these beautiful women who 
have had the courage to carry on in 
life feeling so short, and that it would-

n’t matter whether the public shut them out or not … that 
is a loss that they experienced so deeply because they 
always longed for that child. They do spend the rest of  
their days longing for it, but now they know they will see 
and be with their child. That is hope beyond hope.” 

Those interested in the ministry of  Project Rachel or seek 
to participate can find more information on local and 
national ministries online at 
https://hopeafterabortion.com, or by calling toll-free to 888-
456-HOPE (4673). In the Diocese of  Covington the confiden-
tial Project Rachel helpline is (859) 392-1547. Project Rachel 
is entirely anonymous.

Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

The grief  programs at St. Elizabeth healthcare began 
with the hospice program to work with families dealing 
with the loss of  a loved one. 

“We have different programs for the community and 
people that are in our hospice program,” said Valencia 
Dickerson, licensed therapist at St. Elizabeth Healthcare. 

The services provided through the St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospice Grief  Support are collectively known as the 
STARS grief  support groups, which include counseling 
services and support groups. They are based on the 
STARS model which was created by the hospice program 
at St. Elizabeth health care. “STARS” stands for a “safe” 
place in which participants can “talk” about their grief, 
feel “accepted” for what is thought and felt, are “respect-
ed” for what they need to do for their grief  and feel “sup-
ported” as they meet together. 

“We offer programs such as an adult daughter group, 
that is for adult women who have lost a parent. A widow 
group for those who have lost their spouse or partner. We 
have the peace group for those who lost a loved one to sub-
stance abuse or addiction. And in the summer, we have the 
STARS Equine camp,” Ms. Dickerson said. 

The STARS Equine Adventure Camp is a free week-
long camp for children ages 8-18 who are dealing with the 
loss of  a loved one. The camp is held annually for children 
as a way to help them to deal with loss and stress. 

“As a CNA, while getting my masters as a therapist, I 
volunteered as a group leader for the STARS program 
which is where my passion went,” Ms. Dickerson said. 

Ms. Dickerson said 
her passion went to the 
STARS program 
because she witnessed 
the way it was estab-
lished. 

“You have children 
broke down into differ-
ent groups based on 
their age, and then you 
have the parents and/or 
guardians who are split 
into their own group,” 
Ms. Dickerson said. 

STARS camp is a six-
week program where 
children break off  into 
groups for activities and 
time of  reflection. The 
camp’s activities 
include interactions 
with horses, fishing, 
hiking, archery and 
games to promote heal-
ing from loss due to 
death. The program 
went through some 

adjustments during the COVID-19 pandemic, but Ms. 
Dickerson said the grief  program is excited to be slowly 
integrating back to in-person counseling with the equine 
camp this summer and the STARS program in the fall for 
groups and one-on-one sessions. 

The grief  program also offers a celebration of  life 
every three months, where St. Elizabeth sends out an invi-
tation for those who have lost a loved one in the hospice 
program to be recognized during these celebrations of  life. 

“We had our first one last month in-person, we did it 
virtual (previously), but it is just so powerful to see the cel-
ebration of  life in-person and it was really exciting to be 
back,” Ms. Dickerson said. 

The grief  programs at St. Elizabeth Healthcare help 
individuals of  all ages understand what grief  is and to 
navigate the emotions that come along with it. 

All grief  counseling services for St. Elizabeth’s pro-
gram can be scheduled by appointment. For information 
on these support groups, camps, and individual sessions 
call (859) 301-4611 or e-mail stars@stelizabeth.com.
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Project Rachel offers hope, healing  
for mothers suffering post-abortion

Grief support  
at St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare

The STARS program  
is currently looking for 
volunteers for their 
camps and support 
group services from 
September 15 -  
October 20.  
If you are interested in 
volunteering or looking 
for more information 
please call  
(859) 301-4611.



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       May 27, 2022  17 

GRIEF

Tom Ziegler 
Staff  Writer 

“How did suffering enter the world? Well, Suffering 
entered the world through sin and as human beings, as fallen 
creatures, we have to confront the fact of  death and suffering 
as of  result sin,” said Father Conor Kunath, in an interview 
with the Messenger on redemptive suffering.  

Everyone, regardless of  who they are, confronts suffering 
and death. While on earth, Christ — despite being without 
sin — had to confront sin and two of  its greatest manifesta-
tions — suffering and death. In his own passion, Christ 
redemptively suffered and redemptively died to free us from 
sin.  

“Christ does not definitively free us from the human suf-
fering of  this world, but he does definitively free us from suf-

fering in the world to 
come. It is through his 
passion and death that 
those things are 
achieved,” said Father 
Kunath. 

St. Paul says, “Now I 
rejoice in my sufferings 
for your sake, and in my 
flesh I do my share on 
behalf  of  his body in fill-
ing up that which is lack-
ing in Christ’s afflic-
tions.” (Col 1:24) 

“Obviously, Paul does 
not mean that the suffer-
ing of  Christ was insuffi-
cient for salvation,” said 
Father Kunath.” Even a 
drop of  his divine blood 
would have been enough 
to redeem all of  
mankind. What Paul is 

saying is that you and I in our own personal suffering, in suf-
fering as Christ suffered, are in a way adding even more to 
what Christ has already offered, in our own way.”   

Father Kunath said that when we suffer and offer our suf-
fering and pain up to Christ, it is subsumed by that greater 
thing which is love, which is why God sent His Son into the 
world. 

Redemptive suffering adds to that suffering and redemp-
tion that Christ already earned for us, but also transforms 
our own character in such a way that we become spiritually 
mature or spiritually ennobled by suffering. In his 1984 apos-
tolic letter “Salvifici Doloris” (“On the Christian Meaning of  
Human Suffering,”) St. Pope John Paul II wrote, “Thus to 
share in the sufferings of  Christ is, at the same time, to suf-
fer for the Kingdom of  God. In the eyes of  the just God, 
before his judgment, those who share in the suffering of  
Christ become worthy of  this Kingdom. Through their suf-
ferings, in a certain sense they repay the infinite price of  the 
Passion and death of  Christ, which became the price of  our 
Redemption: at this price the Kingdom of  God has been con-
solidated anew in human history, becoming the definitive 
prospect of  man’s earthly existence. Christ has led us into 
this Kingdom through his suffering. And also through suf-
fering those surrounded by the mystery of  Christ’s 
Redemption become mature enough to enter this Kingdom.” 

“You can’t say that when we suffer, we didn’t do some-
thing that Christ didn’t already do. We are only saved 
through the merits of  Christ’s death and resurrection on his 
cross. But through our own suffering we in some way partic-
ipate and add to that,” Father Kunath said.     

Suffering in that sense does not redeem us; redeem 
means to buy or save from.  The only thing that saves us from 
sin and death is Christ’s own resurrection and suffering. 

Although, when we participate in that suffering and 
express the same infinite love that God had for us when he 
sent his only son to suffer and die for us, we in some way 
offer ourselves back in return for the sacrifice Christ made 
for us. 

Father Kunath used St. Ignatius of  Loyola’s suffering in 
Manresa as an example, his leg was hit by a cannon ball in 
battle and shattered. He spent many months in Manresa 
recovering. 

“Can you imagine dealing with a shattered leg without 
anesthetics or surgery?” Father Kunath said.   

Father Kunath said that St. Ignatius’ spiritual maturity 

grew through that suffering, and he became filled with the 
grace and power of  Christ. 

“That is part of  what this redemptive suffering does, we 
empty out ourselves and our human weakness. That suffer-
ing strips the falseness and human arrogance away and 
allows us to be filled with the grace and power of  Christ,” 
Father Kunath said. 

Redemptive suffering does not mean that everyone who 
suffers, suffers redemptively. The approach to redemptive 
suffering has to be embraced and be meant for something.   

“We can’t just say because we are suffering that it’s 
redemptive. We have to submit to the will of  the Father just 
as Christ submits, and release our will, ambitions, and 
desires to be free to do what the Father calls us to do,” Father 
Kunath said.    

This is not going to make suffering go away, but it orders 

it to something. When confronted with suffering we are to 
respond as Christ responded. It is the everyday prayer of  
Catholic Christians to follow God’s will at every moment in 
one’s life, not just at moments of  grief  and suffering. 

“I think it is really important as Catholic people to talk 
about suffering outside of  grieving situations because once 
you are actually in the moment of  grief  it is very hard to 
hear this gospel,” Father Kunath said.    

One of  the great practices of  the Church is penance, 
which is inviting a level of  suffering into our lives. Doing 
some form of  penance on a regular basis helps aid in spiri-
tual maturity and growth. To win, what Father Kunath 
called, the victory that we want at the end. 

“Which is to be in heaven with God the Father… offering 
up suffering for the redemption and atonement of  our own 
sins is something of  great value,” Father Kunath said.

Redemptive suffering adding to Christ’s sacrifice

Monument at St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Wilder

Ziegler photo
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Colleen Kosch has always believed Mary has played a 
special role in her life. Born in the 1950s, doctors told Mrs. 
Kosch’s mother there was a significant risk of  mortality 
birthing a child at the age of  41. Her mother prayed that 
Mary would be with her during the birth of  her seventh 
child, and when she came safely through the birth of  her 
youngest child, Colleen Mary was born. 

While Mrs. Kosch was aware why she carried the 
Mother of  God’s name, her faith and devotion to Mary was 
put to the test when she lost two of  her siblings within six 
months of  each other. 

“I think being the baby of  the family, my brothers all 
looked out for me and because of  that I was very close with 
them,” Mrs. Kosch said. 

At the time, Mrs. Kosch had just returned home from 
Ohio to Florida after the death of  her brother Frank. A few 
weeks after the death of  her brother Frank, another broth-
er, John, suffered a heart attack. Mrs. Kosch, who had just 
recently returned home, received a call from her brother’s 
wife that he was in the hospital and his heart was failing. 

Mrs. Kosch and her husband flew back to Ohio to spend 
a number of  weeks with her brother and his family. She 
said her brother’s heart was being kept going by machines, 
“but as it was coming down to the end,” her husband had 
to return home. After staying an extra week at her in-laws, 
Mrs. Kosch had one more day before her flight home to 
Florida. As she was leaving, she said to her brother, “don’t 
say goodbye, because we will meet again,” meaning she 
would see him in heaven. 

Later that day Mrs. Kosch and her mother in-law 
arranged to go see her daughter, who was at college in 
Ohio, and attend her college play. While the visit to see her 
daughter was pleasant, Mrs. Kosch said she felt extremely 
guilty not being with her dying brother. Her flight was set 
to leave early the next morning and she would not be able 
to see her brother before heading over to the airport. 

“That night I was praying that Mary be with my broth-
er at the hour of  his death. Because the Hail Mary says, 
‘pray for us at the hour of  our death,’” Mrs. Kosch said. 

But at the same time Mrs. Kosch said she was so upset 
about not seeing her brother on her final day in town. That 
night Mrs. Kosch cried herself  to sleep. 

“I just kept thinking if  I could only see my brother one 

more time, and I continued 
asking Mary to intercede 
for my brother,” Mrs. Kosch 
said. Later that night Mrs. 
Kosch awoke in the middle 
of  the night still sobbing. 
After regaining her compo-
sure, she went out into the 
living room and remem-
bered feeling extremely 
close to Mary as she contin-
ued praying for her brother. 
Looking on at a replica of  
‘The Angelus’ painting 
which hung on the living 
room wall, for a brief  
moment Mrs. Kosch gained 
a brief  moment of  peace 
and fell asleep.   

That morning Mrs. 
Kosch quickly packed. On 
her drive to the airport, she 
found herself  looking up at 
the clear blue morning sky 
and continued praying that 
Mary be with her brother. 

“I pull into the airport to 
return my rental car and 
this guy tells me not to turn my car in,” Mrs. Kosch said. 
She began explaining that she had to turn in her rental car 
because she was leaving for Florida, but the man told her 
something had happened, and the airport was shutdown. 

Mrs. Kosch walked into a chaotic scene at the airport, 
people demanding rental cars and refunded flights. She 
looked around at the chaos taking place in the airport com-
pletely confused after driving over and seeing nothing but 
clear blue skies. 

“I look out the big glass side of  the airport and I can’t 
see the runway. There’s a heavy fog across the airport run-
way and all flights were cancelled,” said Mrs. Kosch. 

She began looking back around at the airport employ-
ees and people in disbelief  as an employee from her airline 
walked up to her and said, “ma’am, if  you’ll do me a favor, 
I’ll write you a ticket right now if  you could only take-off  
tomorrow.” 

She was overjoyed by the news of  her flight cancella-
tion and drove right over to the hospital to see her brother. 
Mrs. Kosch said she was in disbelief  over her current situ-
ation. “I was just thanking Mary,” believing this was a mir-
acle. 

Later that day, Mrs. Kosch walked into her brother’s 
hospital room, much to his surprise. Mrs. Kosch said her 
brother informed her that he would have had no company 
that day because his wife and children had to return to 
work. Mrs. Kosch got that final day with her brother before 
his passing. 

While nobody can be sure exactly what caused all these 
events, Mrs. Kosch and her brother were at peace believing 
Mary would be there at the hour of  his death. This experi-
ence strengthened Mrs. Kosch’s belief  in Mary’s interces-
sion and has prompted Mrs. Kosch to continue praying for 
Mary’s intercession for those nearing the hour of  their 
death.

‘Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death amen’

“The Angelus”, hangs in the Musée d’Orsay, in Paris, and was painted by the artist,  
Jean-François Millet between 1857 and 1859. In the painting the farmers are praying the 
Angelus prayer, which reflects on the Angel Gabriel at the moment of  the Annunciation 
when Mary accepted the Incarnation of  Christ.    
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Serving in the Diocese for 191 years 

ALLISON & ROSE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
                                                      1021 Madison Ave.                                                           5645 Taylor Mill Pike 
                                                    Covington, Ky. 41011                                                         Taylor Mill, Ky. 41015 
                                                           (859) 261-0146                                                                       (859) 356-3700 

THE PREFERRED SERVICE SERVING ALL 
GREATER CINCINNATI AND NORTHERN KENTUCKY SINCE 1830 

www.allisonrosefuneralhome.com

The staff at Floral Hills Funeral Home  
will be with you every step of  the way

Memorial Day — honoring those  
who have defended freedom 

To honor veterans this Memorial Day weekend American 
flags will be available at each diocesan cemetery — St. John, 
Ft. Mitchell; St. Joseph, Cold Spring; St. Joseph, Wilder;  
St. Mary, Ft. Mitchell and St. Stephen, Ft. Thomas — for  
family members to take and place on their loved ones grave.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER 
Blessed Sacrament Church (www.bscky.org) in  
Fort Mitchell, KY is seeking a full time Business 
Manager. This position will have responsibility for 
the administration of general parish business  
matters. Candidates should have a Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting or finance, or equivalent 
professional experience, and a good working 
knowledge of MS Excel, MS Word, and Quikbooks 
Pro. Compensation will be commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. Please send a  
comprehensive resume, including compensation 
history, and professional references with email 
addresses to Father Damian Hils at dhils@bscky.org.

ST. ANNE RETREAT CENTER 
St. Anne Retreat Center is hiring multiple positions due 
to continued growth of retreat groups coming to the 
center. The positions we are seeking are: 

Maintenance: We are seeking a person capable of 
general maintenance and repair work. This would 
include groundskeeping work as well. The position is 
Monday to Friday with occasional on call status for the 
weekend. 

Housekeeping: Housekeeping duties include cleaning 
of guest rooms, dining hall and our meeting rooms. 
Some experience is helpful but not required. The  
position is Monday through Friday and an occasional 
weekend day when needed. 

Guest Services: At the heart of our mission is guest 
services. The guest service person is responsible for  
making sure our guests have what they need for a 
meaningful retreat. This part-time position typically 
requires the ability to stay overnight in our guest services 
suite. It also requires an occasional weekend stay as 
well. A heart for service and hospitality is needed. 

Dishwasher: Part-time dishwasher, experience  
not necessary. 

Please send resume to Karen Little (klittle@covdio.org) 
or call (859)-441-2003 ext. 325. 

PRINCIPAL 

Blessed Sacrament School (www.bssky.org), located in 
Fort Mitchell, KY, is seeking a new principal for the  
2022-23 school year. We are a four-time National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence, traditionally-graded K-8, and 
deeply rooted in our Catholic faith. Blessed Sacrament 
School embraces the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and 
partners with parents to provide an authentic Catholic 
education in which students achieve academic excellence 
and live their faith through prayer and service. We strive 
to maintain a positive school climate that is built on a  
culture of safety, respect, trust, and social and emotional 
support. A curriculum enriched with specialists in multiple 
areas offers all the advantages of a large school while still 
maintaining lower class sizes. We are in search of an  
energetic, faith-filled professional with exceptional  
interpersonal and communication skills to join us in our 
educational mission. The successful candidate will be a 
practicing Catholic, committed to the values of Catholic 
education, who holds or can become eligible for 
Kentucky administrator certification. Compensation will 
be commensurate with qualifications. Interested  
candidates may send a letter of interest, a resume or C-V, 
and the names of at least five references, with contact 
email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR at 
skoplyay@covdio.org, or fax to 859-392-1589.

Call the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1500

we are to spread that message by our very lives. 
When things don’t go the way we think they should, 

when our plans are derailed, when people don’t measure 
up to our standards and disappoint us, when we find our-
selves in a tailspin and don’t quite know what to do — 
that’s when we pick ourselves up, we reaffirm our faith in 
Jesus, and we move forward. What we don’t do is give up or 
give in! We move forward with God’s help. 

There is an old Latin saying — non progredi est egredi 
— not to go forward is to go backward. We can’t stand there 
like the Apostles looking up at the sky. After all, there’s 
work to be done — and that work has been entrusted to us. 
We are the Lord’s hands, feet, mouth, ears — and heart. 
And we move forward confident that the Lord is with us as 
we proclaim his word and make it known to all. Forward! 
Always forward! Everywhere forward! (Boniface Wimmer, 
OSB) 

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D., is bishop emeritus of  the 
Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

The theme of  this year’s World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly is “In Old Age They Will Still Bear Fruit.” 

In his message for the occasion, Pope Francis made the 
following observation, “Old age is not a time of  life easily 
understood even by those of  us who are already experienc-
ing it … The more developed societies expend large sums 
on this stage of  life without really helping people to under-
stand and appreciate it; they offer healthcare plans to the 
elderly but not plans for living this age to the full. This 
makes it hard to look to the future and discern what direc-
tion to take. On the one hand, we are tempted to ward off  
old age by hiding our wrinkles and pretending to be forever 
young, while on the other, we imagine that the only thing 
we can do is bide our time, thinking glumly that we cannot 
‘still bring forth fruit.’” 

The pope continued, “The fast pace of  the world — with 
which we struggle to keep up — seems to leave us no alter-
native but to implicitly accept the idea that we are useless.” 

Please do not allow your parents, grandparents or other 

elders in your life to accept this false idea, no matter how 
limited or disabled they may feel. No human being is ever 
useless or without value. No one is ever completely inca-
pable of  entering into relationship with others and making 
a difference in the world. 

And so, as July 24 approaches, let’s be creative in finding 
ways to honor the elders in our lives. Let’s show them we 
are grateful for their unconditional love and all they have 
given us. Let’s help our elders to appreciate the many ways 
in which they still bear fruit. 

Pope Francis told seniors that they have the responsibil-
ity of  teaching the rest of  us to regard others with the 
same loving gaze with which they regard their own grand-
children and that having grown in humanity by caring for 
others, they are teachers of  a way of  life that is peaceful 
and attentive to those in greatest need. 

Let’s show them that we have learned these lessons well 
as we accompany them with reverence and loving atten-
tion. 

Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for 
the Little Sisters of  the Poor in the United States and an occu-
pational therapist.

Honor our elders creatively 
(Continued from page 5)

There’s work to be done! 
(Continued from page 5)
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books as “The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, 
America,” and the best-selling, “On Tyranny,” both by 
historian and scholar Timothy Snyder, helped me to have 
a better handle on the drive of  totalitarianism and its 
threat to democracy. 

— Consider donating for relief  of  the million-plus 
refugees from this tragedy. 

— Pray. As an Easter people watching the tragedy of  

Ukraine during Lent and now into the 
Easter season, our faith calls us to recog-
nize and act upon the power of  prayer to 

truly connect with God, with our neighbor, with those 
suffering thousands of  miles away. And ultimately, 
through prayer, to reject the callousness of  the belief  that 
real power is found only at the end of  a gun. 

Mark Lombard is business manager and contributing 

editor the Clarion Herald, newspaper of  the Archdiocese of  
New Orleans. His commentary has been provided by 
Catholic News Service. The views or positions presented in 
this or any guest editorial are those of  the individual publi-
cation and do not necessarily represent the views of  
Catholic News Service or of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops.

‘How many divisions has the pope?’ 
(Continued from page 4)

Moving? Wrong address? 
Call the circulation desk,  

(859) 392-1570
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Pope prays for Texas shooting  
victims, calls for stricter gun laws 

VATICAN CITY — Saying his heart was broken at the news 
of  at least 19 children and two adults being shot and killed at a 
Texas elementary school, Pope Francis said it was time to say 
“Enough!” and enact stricter laws on gun sales. At the end of  
his weekly general audience May 25, with thousands of  people 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square, the pope prayed publicly for the 
victims of  the shooting the day before at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde, Texas. “With a heart shattered over the mas-
sacre at the elementary school in Texas, I pray for the children 
and adults who were killed and for their families,” the pope 
told the crowd. “It is time to say, ‘Enough!’ to the indiscrimi-
nate trafficking of  guns,” the pope said. “Let’s all work to 
ensure that such tragedies never happen again.” Shortly before 
the audience, Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of  San 
Antonio, an archdiocese that includes Uvalde, tweeted: “Holy 
Father Pope Francis, say some prayers for the souls of  our lit-
tle ones killed today and two teachers. Uvalde is in mourning. 
The families are having a very dark time. Your prayer will do 
good to them.” Local authorities said the children and adults 
were killed by an 18-year-old student from a high school nearby. 
He also was reported dead and at least three children remained 

hospitalized for injuries suffered in the attack. 
 

Judge blocks Catholic University of  
America’s sale of  Dorothy dress 

WASHINGTON — There is no telling when the iconic blue 
and white gingham dress worn by Judy Garland as Dorothy in 
“The Wizard of  Oz” will find a “place like home.” A federal 
judge May 23 prevented The Catholic University of  America 
from selling the iconic costume from the 1939 movie the day 
before it was scheduled to be auctioned. The preliminary 
injunction is in place until the costume’s rightful ownership 
can be determined — a process that could take months or even 
years. Judge Paul Gardephe of  the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of  New York said a lawsuit over the dress’s 
ownership had enough merit to proceed and that the dress 
could not be sold while the case is pending in federal court in 
Manhattan. A presale estimate of  the monetary value of  the 
dress listed it at $800,000 to $1.2 million according to the inter-
national auction house running the “Bonhams Classic 
Hollywood: Film and Television” sale in Los Angeles. In April, 
Catholic University announced its plans to auction the dress 
and use the funds to develop a new film acting program at the 
university and endow a faculty chair. Weeks later, Barbara Ann 
Hartke, the niece of  Dominican Father Gilbert Hartke — the 
legendary founder and head of  the university’s drama depart-
ment — filed suit saying the costume was part of  her uncle’s 

estate and not the school’s property. 
Chinese bishop’s whereabouts remain 
unknown a year after his arrest 

HONG KONG — A Vatican-approved Chinese bishop 
remains in detention more than one year after his arrest for 
allegedly violating the communist country’s repressive regula-
tions on religious affairs. Bishop Joseph Zhang Weizhu of  
Xinxiang was arrested May 21, 2021, reported ucanews.com. A 
day earlier, police arrested 10 priests and an unknown number 
of  seminarians from a Catholic seminary in the diocese that 
was set up in an abandoned factory building. About a year ago, 
authorities in Xinxiang shut down Catholic schools and 
kindergartens in line with a government ban on education by 
religious groups. All those arrested were accused of  violating 
China’s regulations on religious affairs and subjected to “polit-
ical lessons” in detention, said media reports. The priests and 
seminarians were released after brief  detention but remain 
under surveillance, while the seminary is still closed. Bishop 
Zhang, 63, remains detained and his whereabouts are 
unknown, ucanews.com reported. It said Bitter Winter, a maga-
zine covering religious liberty and human rights, reported that 
Bishop Zhang has been targeted and oppressed by officials of  
the Chinese Community Party for not bowing to pressure to 
join the government-controlled Bishops’ Conference of  the 
Catholic Church in China and Chinese Catholic Patriotic 
Association. 
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