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For a more complete response to today’s decision, please see the joint statement of the Bishops of
Kentucky. This personal statement is intended to address the pastoral needs of the Diocese of Covington.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs, that there is no constitutional or human right to
artificially abort an unborn child, is an achievement for our nation. I add my voice to so
many who are grateful to God this day. I am also grateful to all who worked so diligently
toward this goal. I invite the Faithful and our Pro-Life allies to gather at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption on Friday, July 22 at noon for a Mass of Thanksgiving.
Today, we must remember that the Pro-Life movement and the witness of the Church remain engaged in a
still more challenging task — the fostering of a Culture of Life. This will best be accomplished through the
establishment of meaningful and caring relationships — sometimes long-term — that provide for the needs
of expectant mothers, fathers, and their children. Where the emotional, financial, and relational resources
that a family might provide are absent, let us become supportive family to our neighbor. This is the witness,
the laying down of life, that the Holy Spirit can use to foster conversion of heart.
Many of us have experienced a time in life when we were faced with the unexpected and could not see the
next step let alone a path forward. Often it was the care, concern, and encouragement of another that
moved us along. We have recently witnessed this kind of thoughtful care for the dignity of others in the
many charitable responses to the invasion of Ukraine and the resulting refugee crisis. In one border town in
Poland, those who thought about the hardships of women arriving with children in arms placed strollers on
the train platform to ease their journey. Other families have invited Ukrainians, sometimes perfect
strangers, into their homes for extended, even indefinite stays. When asked for an explanation, the mother
in one host family simply said, “We just knew it was the right thing to do.”
Sometimes, pregnancy is that unexpected time for a woman. What for others is a time of joy, for her
becomes a time of distress where she may not see the path forward for her or her baby. I invite every
parish, Respect Life Committee, Pastoral Council, Pastor and Deanery Pastoral Council to explore ways that
we might extend the love of family to help our neighbors choose life. I recommend for your consideration
Walking with Moms in Need, an initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, that is based
on this kind of relational intervention and mentoring in the lives of young mothers. Information is available
from the Diocesan Pro-Life Office. I welcome your ideas about how the diocese might assist in creative,
pro-life ministry.
Of course, some needs require resources that only the larger community or state can provide. The Catholic
Conference of Kentucky will continue to urge our lawmakers to enact laws that protect the dignity of
human life — born and unborn. Please lend your voice to support policies that respect life from conception
to natural death.
Finally, if you are a young woman who is considering abortion because of a lack of relational or financial
support, please turn to us. The Catholic Church and the Diocese of Covington want to protect and foster
both your life and your child’s life. We know a path forward. We will walk with you.
Gratefully,

Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of Covington

Kentucky Bishops welcome Supreme Court’s decision
The Catholic Bishops of Kentucky have issued the following statement in response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization.
For centuries, the Catholic Church has proclaimed a rich social
teaching based upon a deep respect for the sacredness of every
human life, including life in the womb. This thread of the dignity of
human life is woven into all of our moral and social teaching,
including our advocacy for programs and initiatives that confront
the sin of racism, lift people out of poverty, end capital punishment,
support persons with disabilities, address gun violence, repair a
broken immigration system, foster thriving families, and care for
our common home, the Earth. We believe that the deliberate decision to end a life in the womb is not the answer for women, children

or families. As Pope Francis states, “Yet this defense of unborn
human life is closely linked to the defense of each and every other
human right. It involves the conviction that a human being is
always sacred and inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of
development. Human beings are ends in themselves and never a
means of resolving other problems...It is not progressive to try to
resolve problems by ending a human life.” (Evangelii Gaudium,
213-214)
As our nation deals with the pivotal decision of the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn Roe v. Wade, we know that people will respond
with polarizing statements and varying degrees of outrage, fear,
support, sorrow, and joy. We would like to propose that we take this
(Continued on page 15)
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Corpus Christi procession launches three-year Eucharistic Revival
Baker photos

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

This year, the Corpus Christi process and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament was held Sunday, June 19, at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington. The
Feast of Corpus Christi is a liturgical solemnity focused
on the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood in the
Eucharist. It occurs on the Thursday following Trinity
Sunday, but Corpus Christi Mass is commonly celebrated
on the following Sunday.
Bishop John Iffert led the celebrations and the prayerful liturgy before the procession.
“He (Jesus) is God Himself, who empties himself for us,
taking himself our human nature, becoming our brother,
making us each other brother and sister in the love of God
so that he could invite us to understand how God loves and
how God makes us. How we are loved and sustained,”
spoke Bishop Iffert in his homily to the congregation gathered for Sunday’s Corpus Christi service.
The procession led those gathered around the block
around the Cathedral, singing Eucharistic hymns as they
moved through the streets and to the gardens that surround the Cathedral and the rectory. Knights of the Holy
Sepulcher shaded Bishop Iffert and the monstrance with a
canopy during the procession, which was led by Cathedral
verger Mary Easterling.
Colorful sawdust carpets, a European Corpus Christi
tradition, were laid out across the garden pavement, marking the path to an altar set in the back of the garden.
Decorated with colorful flowers, Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament was held here in the garden, surrounded by a congregation onlooking from between the branches and leaves.
The procession then moved through the rest of the garden, past the rectory and back into the Cathedral.
This year, the Feast of Corpus Christi begins the threeyear Eucharistic Revival in the United States, an initiative
to rekindle an appreciation of the Eucharist as truly
Christ’s body and blood. “This first year will be marked by
activities, especially at the diocesan level. Together as a
local church, we will come together to adore in justice,
piety, and to be strengthened in the name of Jesus,” said
Bishop Iffert about what’s to come in the first year of the
revival, with the end goal to draw more than 100,000 worshippers to celebrate the Eucharistic Congress in 2024.

(above left) Bishop John Iffert raises
the monstrance during Benediction.
(above) Knights of the Holy Sepulcher
carry a processional canopy during
the Corpus Christi procession.
(below left) Bishop John Iffert
incenses the garden altar for the
Corpus Christi Benediction.
(below) A sawdust carpet prepared in
the Cathedral gardens.
(below right) The Corpus Christi
procession turning a corner around
Covington Latin School, Covington.

Franciscan Daughters of Mary celebrate dedication of new
Formation House, and consecration of chapel altar
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

The Franciscan Daughters of Mary celebrated the consecration of
an altar installed into the chapel within their new formation house,
June 25, 2022.
The Formation House, situated neighborly beside the Curia offices
and the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington, will serve
young women discerning a vocation to the Franciscan Daughters, as
well as those further in their formation, seeking to deepen their bond
with Christ.
The consecration of the altar was celebrated by Bishop Roger Foys,
with the Franciscan Daughters in attendance. Mother Seraphina, superior of the Franciscan Daughters, recalled how, during his time as
Bishop of Covington, Bishop Foys had offered the sisters the building
after its former owner had offered it to the diocese, and how joyful it was
that he could “finish this journey” with them.
“We will see the comparison between baptism and what we do here
today,” said Bishop Foys in his homily during the consecration Mass,
“We sprinkle the water on the altar… and, soon I will anoint it with the
Sacred Chrism.” Like a baptism, an altar is made sacred through the
ceremony of consecration. “When someone is baptized, they are
brought into the Church to be a member of the Church and of God’s
family. Original sin is removed and washed clean— as it is with the
altar. The baptized person is destined to be something special, something sacred… so is the altar.”
After being anointed with the Chrism, the Franciscan daughters
dressed the newly consecrated altar with white linens, and decorated it
with vases of flowers.
Following the consecration Mass, Bishop Foys also blessed and dedicated the whole of the Formation House, visiting each room and sprinkling it with holy water.

Baker photos

(above left) Bishop Roger Foys anoints the altar with Chrism Oil, an act reflecting the rite of Baptism.
(above right) Franciscan Daughters of Mary cleans the Chrism off of the newly consecrated altar.
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Local pro-life leaders respond to Dobbs decision — work begins anew
Laura Keener
Editor

The reversal of Roe v. Wade has been the daily
prayer and focused work of many people involved
in the Pro-Life movement in the Diocese of
Covington. Their commitment to saving the lives of
unborn babies and providing for the needs of
women in difficult situations can be seen in many
and various ways that have evolved over the last 49
years. From praying outside Planned Parenthood
in Cincinnati to marching every year in the March
for Life in Washington, D.C., to helping begin and
sustain pregnancy care centers and encouraging
parish support for these lifesaving ministries,
these pro-life “warriors” have been a first line of
defense for the unborn.
The Messenger reached out to several of these
pro-life leaders to gather their reactions to the
news, June 24, that the landmark Supreme Court
cases of Roe and its partner case, Casey, had been
overturned and to ask what’s next for the pro-life
movement.
“My hopes and prayers are that the end of Roe
may be the beginning of a more welcoming and
inclusive America, where women and families in
crises and their children, born and unborn, are
given the love, support and protection they
deserve,” said Faye Roch, director, Pro-Life Office,
Diocese of Covington.
“We as Catholic’s historically have cared for and
supported women and will continue to do so in
Participants at the 2022 March for Life in Washington, D.C. marched with renewed hope knowing
their time of need.” This care and support, Mrs.
that the Supreme Court was considering Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health, the case that on June
Roch said, will continue and expand as her office
24 overturned the Roe v. Wade decision. (above and right) Some members of the Diocese of
and parishes respond to women in a post-Roe
Covington contingency at the 2022 March for Life.
world.
“This is not just about giving a handout, but a
when a text from her friend came through, “I can’t believe
leadership and commithand up, to equip those in a crisis pregnancy in making a
this has happened!”
ment to the pro-life movedecision to choose life,” she said. “We have resources and
“So, I turned the news on and they were saying that Roe
ment.
opportunities available, whether a woman wishes to parhas been overturned … I just started crying,” said Mrs.
“We were following
ent or make an adoption plan for her child. Our parishes
Riegler, as she stood shocked by the stream of emotions
that pastoral plan of the
are equipped with resources and work with our three local
that hit her at once — disbelief, joy, gratitude. “My first
bishops,” Mrs. Riegler
pregnancy care centers, with seven locations throughout
reaction was really one of shock actually, that it really hapsaid as she talked about the beginnings of the Pro-Life
our diocese, providing support financially and through
pened. I thought for sure it would have been sabotaged in
Commission, begun by Bishop Hughes in 1990.
their time and talent. Through the Diocese of Covington
some way after it was leaked and all that, but it wasn’t. I
“We began to have committees on education … trying to
Catholic Charities, we have programs available to assist
never thought in my lifetime I’d ever witness that.”
convince people of the humanity of the unborn child —
women and families in a time of need.”
Mrs. Riegler thanks and credits the United States
that it’s not a product of pregnancy, it’s not a clump of
Karen Riegler, former director of the Diocese of
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the diocese’s bishops
cells, it’s another person,” she said. “We had the task, also,
Covington Pro-Life Office and its precursor the Pro-Life
she has worked with — Bishop William Hughes, Bishop
to provide pastoral care, to care for women who were expeCommission, was preparing for an upcoming Cursillo,
Robert Muench and Bishop Roger Foys — for their vision,
(Continued on page 13)

Post-Roe, what now in Kentucky? Vote ‘Yes for Life’ in November
Jason Hall
Messenger Contributor

On June 24, in a case called Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, the United States Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that established
access to abortion as a constitutional right. For almost 50
years, Roe and a subsequent case, Planned Parenthood v.
Casey in 1992, have set the parameters of the abortion
debate. In many ways, Roe created the abortion debate as
we have known it these past five decades. Now that it’s
gone, what does it mean? In particular, what does it mean
for Kentucky?
Kentucky has a long history of enacting pro-life legislation. In the 1990s, the General Assembly enacted a robust
informed consent statute; in the early 2000s, a fetal homicide bill; and in the past five years, a flood of bills aimed at
reducing abortion and protecting the unborn.
The legislature adopted a ban on abortions after 20
weeks of pregnancy, as well as a requirement that a
woman seeking an abortion be given the opportunity to
view an ultrasound. The ultrasound law was challenged in
court but ultimately upheld. More recently, the legislature
has passed a ban on abortions after 15 weeks, modeled
after the Mississippi statute at issue in Dobbs.
Most significantly, however, is HB 148 from the 2019 session. In HB 148, legislators enacted what is known as a
“trigger law.” It is called that because it was written to take
effect (or “trigger”) when the Supreme Court overturned
Roe. That law is now in effect and it prohibits all abortion

that is not necessary to save the
life of the mother or to preserve
a life-sustaining organ.
Kentucky is now effectively
an abortion-free state. Absent
some further change in the law,
there will be no abortion clinics
operating anywhere within the
Commonwealth. It is difficult to
overstate how dramatic of a
change this is from the reality
we have known for most or all of
our lives. Other states’ laws are
different, and not all states will
ban abortion, at least not at this
point. But, for Kentucky, this
overarching goal of the pro-life
movement has been achieved.
So, what’s next? I suspect
there will be some cleaning up
of our abortion statutes, given
that there are so many different
provisions that restrict abortion at various stages of pregnancy or under different circumstances. But, the most significant action in the short term will be in the state courts
and at the ballot box.
On June 27, Kentucky’s two abortion providers, along
with the ACLU of Kentucky, announced their intention to
file suit in Kentucky courts, arguing for a right to abortion

under
the
Kentucky
Constitution. Were that
effort to succeed, it would
result in a state-level Roe v.
Wade decision, striking
down most or all of the prolife laws listed above.
While
Kentucky’s
Constitution
certainly
makes no mention of abortion, it is not entirely farfetched that state courts
could extrapolate a right to
abortion from the text,
based on a general right to
privacy. In recent years,
both Iowa and Kansas have
seen their state courts
declare that their constitutions protect a right to abortion, striking down the prolife laws passed by their
state legislatures.
We have an opportunity to prevent this from happening
here. In 2020, the Kentucky legislature passed HB 91, which
places a proposed constitutional amendment on the ballot
this November that will prevent our state courts from ever
issuing a decision like Roe v. Wade. The amendment is very
(Continued on page 10)

4 July 1, 2022

Messenger

COMMENTARY

The poor — ‘the hidden presence of Christ’ – Matthew 25:40
“Gaudium et Spes,” the Second Vatican Council’s
“Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World,” 1965, entered into dialogue with humanity concerning the urgent problems of the world at mid-20th century. It proclaimed the saving message of the Gospel to
illumine the great spiritual and moral challenges of the
times, issues ranging from the development of culture to
the moral demands of political and economic life, including justice and peace.
In the Catholic
COMMENTARY
moral tradition, the
bedrock of all morality
— personal and social
— is the sacred and
social nature of the
human person.
Reverence for the
dignity of the human
person, then, grounds a
moral imperative that
“everyone must consider his every neighbor
without exception as
another self, taking into
account first of all his
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler
life and the means necessary to living with dignity, so as not to imitate the rich
man who had no concern for the poor man Lazarus (Luke
16: 18-31).” (GS, n. 27)
In the 21st century, the globalization of the social question has opened up new horizons for Christian responsibility on behalf of the impoverished, the abandoned elderly, the migrant or the hungry. In reality, that obligation
which binds one as neighbor of “absolutely every person” and calls for an active response to their need has
intensified exponentially.
In this regard, the Pastoral Constitution cites the traditional universalistic application of the Last Judgment
scene narrated in the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel
according to Matthew (Matt 25: 31-46).
Through the lens of the love-command, the Pastoral
Constitution enjoins Christians to recall “the voice of the
Lord: ‘As long as you did it for the least of my brethren,
you did it for me’ (Matt 25:40).”
At its conclusion, Gaudium et Spes states that the
Christian task of serving humankind by the pursuit of
justice must be inspired by awareness that Christians
“must give a reckoning to Him who will judge every man
on the last day.” (GS, n. 93)
Moreover, the obligation to respond to the hidden presence of Christ carried by those in need resonates with the
Jesus’ warning about the divorce of words from deeds:
“Not everyone who cries ‘Lord. Lord,’ will enter into the
kingdom of heaven, but those who do the Father’s will
and take a strong grip on the work at hand.” (Matt 7: 2123)
According to the Pastoral Constitution, the Father’s
will is accomplished when “in all men we recognize
Christ our brother and love Him effectively in word and
deed.” In such a “doing of the truth” Christians give witness to the reality that “we will share with others the
mystery of the heavenly Father’s love.”
Two decades later, “Economic Justice for All,” the 1986
pastoral letter on the U.S. economy issued by the US
Catholic Conference of Bishops, discussed the concept of
“The Reign of God and Justice” in the spirit of
“Gaudium et Spes.” (EJ, nn. 41-44)
In an overview of biblical perspectives on justice, that
1986 pastoral letter presents an incisive synopsis of the
dramatic scene of the Last Judgment in Matthew (Matt
25: 31-46).
Within Matthew’s apocalyptic vision of the end-time,
the parable of the sheep and the goats unveils the single
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criterion of the final judgment upon the assembled
nations of the world. That criterion creates surprise and
shock both to the just and the unjust: “The blessed are
those who fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger, clothed the naked, and visited the
sick and imprisoned; the cursed are those who neglected
these works of mercy and love.” (EJ, n. 44)
The shock of those who have either cared for or neglected the needy is triggered by the discovery that Jesus
was identified with the poor, the outcast, and the margin-

‘Jesus, the evangelizer
par excellence and the Gospel
in person, identifies especially
with the little ones (cf. Matt 25:40).
This reminds us Christians
that we are called to care
for the vulnerable of the earth.
But the current model,
with its emphasis on success
and self-reliance, does not
appear to favor an investment
in efforts to help the slow,
the weak or the less talented
to find opportunities.’
– Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium (n. 209)

alized. The acceptance or rejection of Jesus “hidden in
those most in need” reflects the Emmanuel theme (“Godwith-us”) found in Matthew. That theme arises in the
infancy narrative (Matt 1:23) at the beginning of the
Gospel and at the end in the assurance of the Lord’s faithful and ongoing presence with his disciples “until the end
of the age (Matt 28:20).”
The apocalyptic vision in Matthew 25 confirms that
the poor, the needy, the outcast and the suffering carry
the hidden presence of Jesus, Shepherd, Lord and Judge.
In particular, this pericope serves as a specific foundational biblical text for the Church’s moral tradition for
the “works of mercy.”
The “Catechism of the Catholic Church” incorporates
the moral doctrine of the “works of mercy” under the
heading of “Justice and Solidarity among Nations.” In
the global context of the contemporary world, works on
behalf of the poor constitute the criterion by which
“Jesus Christ will recognize his chosen ones.” The
preaching of the glad tidings to the poor is “the sign of
Christ’s presence (Matt 11: 5).” (CCC, n 2443)
Furthermore, these works of mercy and love include
the traditional “corporal works of mercy” as also enumerated in the “Catechism of the Catholic Church.”
(CCC, n. 2447) After a précis of the “corporal works of
mercy” in Matt 25: 31-46, the Catechism notes that “giving
alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal
charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God.” (Jas
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2: 15-16; cf. 1 Jn 3: 17)
Again, in its exposition of the fourth petition of the
Lord’s Prayer — “Give us this day our daily bread” — the
Catechism calls attention to a dimension of meaning
encountered in “the presence of those who hunger
because they lack bread …” Dehumanizing endemic
hunger unfolds a drama that must summon “Christians
who pray sincerely to exercise responsibility toward their
brethren, both in their personal behavior and in their solidarity with the human family.” Praying for “Our bread’
cannot be authentic if the petition is unlinked from the
parables of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke16: 19-31) and
of the Last Judgment (Matt 25: 31-46). (CCC, n. 2831)
Throughout its comprehensive summa of Catholic
social teaching, the “Compendium of the Social Doctrine
of the Church” repeatedly weaves the final judgment
scene of Matthew 25 into that tapestry of social doctrine.
One key section on the thesis, “The universal destination of goods and the preferential option of the poor,”
opens by stating: “The principle of the universal destination of goods requires that the poor, the marginalized and
in all cases those whose living conditions interfere with
their proper growth should be the focus of particular concern.” (CSDC, n. 182)
The preferential option for the poor is rooted in Jesus’
compassion towards human misery where the Lord identified “himself with the ‘least’ among men (cf. Matt 25: 40,
45).” Here the Compendium quotes the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” cited above: “When ‘the poor have the
good news preached to them’ (Matt 11:5), it is the sign of
Christ’s presence (CCC, n. 2443).” (CSDC, n. 183)
Until the end-time, the Compendium asserts that the
care for the poor is a “responsibility upon which we will
be judged at the end of time (cf. Matt 25: 31-46): ‘Our Lord
warns us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to
meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who
are his brethren (CCC, n. 1033).’”
“God’s plan of love for humanity,” the first chapter of
the Compendium, closes with the assurance of the biblical hope for “New heavens and a new earth.” The text
paints a poignant vision of the Christian “called to grace
and all the fullness of the mystery in which he has
become a sharer in Jesus Christ.” It points out: “Being
conformed to Christ and contemplating his face instill in
Christians an irrepressible longing for a foretaste in this
world, and in the context of human relationships, of
what will be a reality in the definitive world to come; thus
Christians strive to give food, drink, clothing, shelter
care, a welcome and company to the Lord who knocks at
the door (cf. Matt 25: 35-37).” (CSDC, n. 58)
“Contemplating the face of Christ” refers back to
Saint John Paul II’s apostolic letter “Novo Millennio
Ineunte” (“At the Beginning of a New Millennium,” 2001)
and the evangelical invitation to “Stake Everything on
Charity” (NMI, n. 49).
At the advent of a new millennium the late Holy
Father highlighted a renewed call to “practical and concrete love for every human being.” Charity towards the
poor will emanate “anew from the contemplation of
Christ” from whom “we must learn to see him especially
in the faces with whom he wished to be identified: ‘I was
hungry and you gave me food …’ (Matt 25: 35-37).”
St. John Paul II regarded the final judgment text in
Matthew 25 as “a page of Christology which sheds a ray
of light on the mystery of Christ.”
In “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel,”
2013) Pope Francis also encapsulated a similar transcendent insight drawn from Matthew 25:40: “God’s word
teaches that our brothers and sisters are the prolongation
of the incarnation for each of us …” (EG, n, 179)
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is episcopal liaison to the
Messenger and theologian In residence at Thomas More
University.
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God speaks
in silence
The readings for the 14th Sunday in Ordinary
Time — Cycle C are: Isaiah 66:10-14c; Galatians 6:1418 and Luke 10:1-12, 17-20.
On this 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we continue
reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. Last week,
the crux of the Gospel was on discipleship, what it means
to be a follower of Jesus
Christ. This week, we
GO AND GLORIFY
move from discipleship to
discernment.
If the disciple is one
who is called, in all circumstances, to place the
Lord Jesus FIRST in their
lives — meaning of
course, then that everything else is secondary —
then the disciple must
come to know the
desires/wants/longings/
commands of the Lord in
their life.
Father Daniel Schomaker
Discernment is not
easy. Unfortunately, for most of us, God does not speak in a
great booming voice. Instead, he speaks in the silence —
making his voice rather hard to hear. In the first Book of
Kings, the prophet Elijah has been called by God for a task
which the prophet does not want to undertake and so he
“runs away.” As he is being pursued, we hear that there is
a great earthquake, a great driving wind, and a great fire
— but that God is not present in any of these. It was only
in the “quiet whispering sound” that God appeared. And it
was only in the silence that Elijah could hear and understand.
It is the utmost desire of God, that all people might
come to know him and be his disciple. As we become disciples, we learn what God wants our vocation to be. It is
important to remember that each of us, having been made
in the image and likeness of God, makes his presence
known in the world because of our uniqueness. And in
having woven us together in our mothers’ wombs, he
knows the best way in which this might be accomplished.
So, we must listen!
In the Gospel this week, we hear Jesus say: “The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”
The Church has taken this command of the Lord to
refer to a specific vocation in the Church — that of the
priesthood.
All of us, you and me, are commanded to pray for vocations to priesthood, not that God would give us priests, but
that men would be able to hear through the noise of culture and society the silent whispering voice of God. Why?
Because if there are no priests the harvest will be left to
rot and wither and die.
I am reminded of part of the teaching of St. Jean
Vianney, the Curé of Ars, on priesthood: “St. Bernard tells
us that everything has come to us through Mary; and we
may also say that everything has come to us through the
priest; yes, all happiness, all graces, all heavenly gifts. If
we had not the Sacrament of Orders, we should not have
Our Lord. Who placed him there, in that tabernacle? It
was the priest. Who was it that received your soul, on its
entrance into life? The priest. Who nourishes it, to give it
strength to make its pilgrimage? The priest. Who will prepare it to appear before God, by washing that soul, for the
last time, in the blood of Jesus Christ? The priest —
always the priest. And if that soul comes to the point of
death, who will raise it up, who will restore it to calmness
and peace? Again, the priest. You cannot recall one single
blessing from God without finding, side by side with this
recollection, the image of the priest.”
We need priests — good and holy and educated and obedient priests who will bring us to God. Priests who will
tenderly harvest the fields of the Lord and bring that precious “fruit” into the barns of heaven.
As a priest writing this, there is a great temptation of
elevating myself and boosting my own ego — for look
what I can do! Because of the ontological change (at the
(Continued on page 17)

Dobbs and the
vindication of American democracy
Prior to June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court’s most
important civil rights decision was handed down on May
17, 1954. Then, in Brown v.
THE CATHOLIC
Board of Education of
DIFFERENCE
Topeka, the Court declared
racially segregated public
facilities unconstitutional,
effectively reversing its 1896
decision in Plessy v.
Ferguson, which upheld
state-mandated segregation
laws.
Now, in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health
Organization, the Court has
effectively buried the gross
errors of constitutional
George Weigel
interpretation made in Roe
v. Wade (1973) and Casey v.
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania (1992),
the first of which invented a spurious right-to-abortion
that was affirmed by the second.
Roe and Casey are now consigned to the dustbin of history. The highest court of the world’s pre-eminent democracy has determined that the U.S. Constitution includes no
“right” to terminate the life of an unborn human being. In
doing so, the Supreme Court has struck a blow for civil
rights as important as the blow it struck in Brown v. Board
of Education.
There will be ample time in the months ahead to reflect
upon the political, cultural and social ramifications of the
Dobbs decision, which are sure to be tremendous. For the
moment, and in the immediate aftermath of a decision
that at least some pro-lifers privately feared they would
never see, it is good to celebrate the heroes of the pro-life
cause. They fought for the truth against immense cultural
and political pressures; they refused to accept the dictum
of the New York Times editorial board, which, the day
after Roe was issued, harrumphed and declared the abortion debate over; and they respectfully declined to follow
the instruction to cease-and-desist addressed to them by
the Supreme Court’s plurality opinion in Casey.
Those pro-life heroes have been, and are, Catholic,

Protestant, Jewish and secular. Permit me to mention several Catholic heroes living and dead, whose conscientious
work won the scientific, medical, philosophical, and legal
arguments while creating thousands of pro-life pregnancy
and maternity centers where women in crisis pregnancies
can find a humane response in their immediate hour of
need, and beyond.
I think of then-Msgr. James McHugh, who created the
pro-life office at the U.S. bishops conference. Often embattled, that office became a bulwark of the pro-life movement’s argumentation and advocacy thanks to such stalwart leaders as Gail Quinn, Richard Doerflinger, Helen
Alvaré, Deirdre McQuade, Amy McInerny and so many
others.
I think of Cardinal John J. O’Connor of New York, who
refused to let his brother bishops flag in their pro-life advocacy when some were growing tired of the struggle.
I think of public officials of both parties: Henry Hyde of
Illinois, the powerful and effective leader of congressional
pro-life forces for decades; Chris Smith of New Jersey, who
assumed Hyde’s mantle on his retirement; and Governor
Robert Casey of Pennsylvania.
I think of scholars and authors: John T. Noonan, Jr.,
who briskly eviscerated Roe v. Wade in A Private Choice;
James T. Burtchaell, CSC, whose Rachel Weeping is perhaps the most elegant book-length statement of the pro-life
case; Richard John Neuhaus, a pro-life champion as both
Lutheran pastor and Catholic priest, whose 1967 article in
Commonweal, warning his liberal friends in the civil
rights movement against being seduced by the “prochoice” mantra, won a Catholic Press Association award
(those were the days…); Mary Ann Glendon, whose impeccable scholarship has kept the pro-life flag flying boldly at
Harvard Law School and throughout the world.
I think of Jeanne Mancini, who, with the unflagging
support of the Knights of Columbus, has built on Nellie
Gray’s work and made the annual March for Life bigger,
more powerful, and ever more insistent that the pro-life
movement is a pro-women movement.
I think of the Gabriel Project, Project Rachel and the
volunteers who staff those expressions of Christian love
and compassion, which demonstrate the mendacity of the
(Continued on page 13)

Storing up for what?
I have thought about this often, ever since the death of
my younger brother. Jimmy died in a farm accident at
the youthful age of 19, a full year into his college career
at Thomas More. So much going for him, an athlete playing baseball and studying physics and math.
As Catholic Christians,
how are we to live, what
VIEWPOINT
are we to do in this life? In
St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus
gives us a hint: “Do not
store up for yourselves
treasures on earth … But
store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.” (6:19-21)
Ronald M. Bertsch
Just this week a coworker shared how their
family was grieving the sudden and unexpected death of
a relative in his prime, with a wife and three young children.
When people face such loss, I believe God is giving us
an opportunity to consider our own mortality. How will
we be judged? For what life are we storing treasures?
On Sacred Heart Radio I recently heard a broadcast
about this topic. A priest was giving counsel to a man on
his death bed, he stored wealth beyond measure but had
no one around him. He was completely alone, a modernday Scrooge without the second chance to change except
in his heart. The priest was imploring listeners to consid-

er the good their treasures here on earth could do for
those in need right now. He posed a question which convicted me. “How many people will die because their dire
needs are unmet in this very moment?” How many of us
are rich beyond compare with most of the world’s population?
It is time to share and focus on the needs of others. It
is always the right time to take stock of your life. Do an
examination of conscience. Go to the sacrament of confession, get back to Mass, receive the true Body and Blood
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. Pray like what is taught
to us in Matthew 6:5–15. Make right with estranged
friends or family; offer apologies and/or accept forgiveness. We know not the day nor the hour.
As I was finishing this article, I received a phone call
from a couple asking about the needs of children at my
place of employment — the DCCH Center for Children
and Families. The couple said they are getting older and
after storing up belongings in this lifetime, realized they
need to start giving things away. The wife admitted feeling shame for all they collected and stored, so much of
their home is like a warehouse. They want to donate to
the Children’s Home and the flea market so the money
could be of good use.
Let me share that the need for good people to become
foster and adoptive parents is real. Coming out of COVID,
the number of children needing homes is growing while
the number of families inquiring about fostering and
adopting has been decreasing. Please consider this vocation and pray children will find good and holy families to
care for them. Learn more at www.dcchcenter.org.
Ronald M. Bertsch is director of Therapeutic Foster
Care/Adoption for the DCCH Center for Children and
Families, Ft. Mitchell.
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Be
Witnesses
Answering God’s call
“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”
— Pope Francis

For their family members in
Afghanistan, life is lived in fear, for they
are being targeted by the Taliban.
Communication with family members
is difficult since they must live in
remote areas, often without WIFI, and
many move weekly to avoid detection.
While KRM is doing their best to offer
hope for a happy reunion, Ms.
Sievering said, it will take a long time
— years — and in many cases, will
never happen. “We’re really realistic
and upfront with them,” she said.

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org
Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com
Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org
Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndky.org
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
www.ssjw.org

Public and Private
Associations
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org
Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info

Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent
The understanding that no two people are alike plays an essential
role in life, as it encourages us to value others as we value ourselves. Each of us is unique, with special gifts to share with others.
Sister Kaitlin Morse is a novice in formation with the Sisters of
Notre Dame of the United States. When Sister Kaitlin began the
formation process in 2020 as a postulant, she had already been
sharing her unique gifts with others, working as a registered
nurse, and teaching life skills to local high school students.

vidual people’s skills to good use. My director prays with me and
helps me discern what I should be doing. I don’t know what that
looks like, but I am open to wherever I can be of assistance to
people in need.”
Sister Kaitlin offers some advice to those discerning a religious
vocation,“While some receive the call early in life, others may do
so much later. The Lord can call on us whenever he wants us. Be
bold. In any vocation, we are called to take bold action with our
decisions. Whether called to religious life or the priesthood, bold

Sister Kaitlin was a bedside nurse at
University Hospitals in Cleveland for
three years and worked through the
height of the COVID pandemic. Though
challenging, the experience was also
rewarding because of her association
with coworkers and friends. She said that
her religious call grew stronger through
her health ministry, witnessing the vulnerability of those in her care. She wanted to find a way to do even more to help
others and discerned that God was offering her an opportunity to do so through
a religious vocation.
In 2022, with the assistance of her community, Sister Kaitlin took the next step in
her formation and entered the novitiate.
“As novices, we do not work the first
year,” said Sister Kaitlin.“During that
canonical year, we focus on learning
more about prayer and our relationship
with the Lord. Now in the latter half of
that year, I am not working as a nurse or
with school students in the classroom.
Presently, I have two ministries: I work
with a Jesuit school in Toledo, and on
Monday nights, I work with high school
students, packing sandwiches to deliver
Photo courtesy of Sisters of Notre Dame Facebook page
Notre Dame Sister Margaret Gorman (provincial) and Sister Kaitlin Morse, Aug. 9, 2021.
to people in need. Inspired by the Labre
Project, we load our van with food, drive
into areas of need, open our vans, and serve the people of God.
action is required. If we have that feeling within, prayer lays the
The mission of the Labre Project is not only to feed the homeless
but to offer them friendship. These friendships are mutually bene- foundation for our union with God; if we are not praying — we do
not know God.”
ficial and an opportunity to see the face of God in people of all
kinds.”
“But, the Lord is merciful and forgiving. Religious are not perfect
Sister Kaitlin said,“As novices, we spend a lot of time in prayer with either; we have been hurt and have hurt others. We fall short and
get frustrated like everyone else, but we are moving towards the
the Lord and try to discern what we are invited to do about religious life, the Catholic Church, social needs, and the world’s needs. Lord. As we take those steps towards him, the Lord repays us with
many graces and blessings. When you are in the vocation you are
I spent 30 days on a silent retreat and found it life-changing. It
solidified my vocation and changed the way I look at the world. In meant to be in, you receive the strength to do hard things. No
matter the challenges, religious life is fun! You find yourself doing
my previous life, I was doing good work as a nurse. But for me it
lots of things you never thought of doing! Good things often
wasn’t necessarily the hardest or most counter-cultural thing to
do. I wanted to do more. Our community focuses on putting indi- come from the hard things we are called to do.”

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. noon., Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to
the public, 50 percent off the first Thursday of each
month. Proceeds benefit children living at DCCH
Center. Donation drop-off preferred during regular
Flea Market hours – 75 Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.
First Friday Mass and healing service, July 1 at St.
Joseph Church, Crescent Springs. The event begins at
7:15 p.m. with music by Sacred Heart Praise Band, followed by Mass at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call
Carol at 859-341-5932.
Religious Freedom Week 2022 begins June 22, the
Feast of Saints Thomas More and John Fisher. The
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops invites

Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to promote religious
freedom. Learn more at https://www.usccb.org/committees/ religious-liberty.
The Sisters of Notre Dame are Celebrating their
100th Fourth of July Festival. Monday, July 4.
1p.m.- 6p.m. There will be games and food including
Harmon’s BBQ, Chick-Fil-A, pizza, Kona Ice, an ice
cream truck and Silent Auction with handmade items
and homemade treats. Plus, live entertainment from
the Hills of KY Dulcimers and The Closers.
Next Public Tours of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, after the 10 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, July 10, August 21, and September 18.
2022 Wedding Anniversary Couples Vespers
Celebration – New Date – Oct. 2, 2022 at 3 p.m.
Bishop John C. Iffert will celebrate Vespers at
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, for
couples celebrating their 1st, 25th, 50th, or 60+
Wedding Anniversary in 2022 Anniversary couples
RSVP by July 20, 2022, at covdio.org/wedding-vespers/

or contact Lisa Taylor at 859-392-1533 to register.
Reservations are only required for anniversary couples; family members and guests are welcome to
attend.
Care Net Pregnancy Center’s tenth annual Golf
“Fore” Fathers scramble August 12, early bird prices
end July 11. For more information visit
carenetnky.org/golf-fore-fathers.
Join in praying through the powerful intercession
of St. Ann, Covington, with daily novena prayers and
Mass, July 18–26. Novena prayers begin at 7 p.m.;
Mass, 7:15 p.m. The novena will be livestreamed on St.
John and St. Ann Facebook page. This year’s theme is
“My vocation and who influenced me.” The Feast of
Sts. Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final
evening, July 26. If you are interested in leading the
prayers one evening and/or serving as a lector or server, call 431-5314.

Festivals
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish, Burlington
July 15, 6 p.m.–midnight
July 16, 5 p.m.–midnight
July 17, 4–10 p.m.
St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood
July 15, 6 p.m.–midnight
July 16, 6 p.m.–midnight
July 17, 4–10 p.m.
Holy Cross Parish,
Latonia,
July 22–23

Farewell cookout
Parishioners of St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, gathered for a farewell cookout for Father Gregory Bach, pastor. Father Bach
has been assigned pastor of St. Benedict Parish, Covington, beginning July 5. Many parishioners expressed their
appreciation of Father Bach for leading St. Henry Parish for the past eight years.

St. Thomas Parish,
Ft. Thomas
July 22-23
St. James Parish,
Brooksville
July 22-23-24
Sts. Peter-Paul Parish,
California
July 30
Aug. 27
St. Joseph Parish, Cold
Spring,
Aug. 5, 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Aug. 6, 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish,
Alexandria
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 13, 5–11 p.m.

Class A State Champions, again
Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, Girls Track and Field team win the 2022 Class A State Championship for the
second straight year.

St. Joseph Parish,
Crescent Springs
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 13, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 14, 3–9 p.m.
St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton
Aug. 19, 6–11 p.m.
Aug. 20, 5–11 p.m.
St. Philip,
Melbourne,
Aug. 20,
4:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Vacation Bible School
Holy Cross Parish, Latonia, hosted Vacation Bible School, June 13-17, for grades K-8 grade. Forty children attended to
learn about God’s Wonder Lab, creating crafts, attending Mass and enjoying being outside.

Holy Cross District High
School,
Latonia,
Aug. 26 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 27 5:30p.m.–midnight

St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta
Aug. 26-27-28
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 4, 4 p.m. - midnight
Sept. 5, 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.
St. Barbara Parish,
Erlanger
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 11, 2-7 p.m.
St. Patrick Parish,
Maysville
Sept. 9-10-11
St. Timothy Parish,
Union
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.
Sept. 17,
5:30 p.m.–midnight
St. William Parish,
Williamstown
Sept. 16-17
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes
Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.
St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
Festival listings are
submitted by parishes and
schools. If your festival
isn’t listed e-mail your
festival information to
messenger@covdio.org.
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Serrans and sisters welcome back the annual picnic for women religious
Messenger staff report

After a two-year COVID break,
Bishop John Iffert and the Serra Club
for Vocations hosted the annual picnic
for women religious, June 22, at
Summit
Hills
Country
Club,
Crestview Hills. Sisters from the
motherhouses in the Diocese of
Covington attended — Congregation
of the Sisters of Divine Providence,
Melbourne; Benedictine Sisters of St.
Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills and
Sisters of Notre Dame, Covington —
as well as the Carmelite Sisters for the
Aged and Infirmed who operate
Carmel Manor, Ft. Thomas. The
Passionist Sisters, Erlanger, are cloistered and did not attend the event.
Music was provided by the Noyz Boyz.
Serrans and seminarians assisted the
sisters through the buffet which
included traditional picnic fare —
grilled bratts, metts, hamburgers and
chicken.
Representing Bishop Iffert at the
picnic, Father Daniel Schomaker,
vicar general, thanked the sisters for
all they have done and continue to do
for the Diocese of Covington.

(above left) Seminarian Justin Schwarz offers Benedictine
Sister Kathleen Ryan a helping hand.
(left) Women religious help themselves to the picnic lunch
buffet.
(below left) Michael Murray, director of Stewardship and
Mission Services, laughs as Benedictine Sister Barbara
Woeste address the crowd.
(above right) Matt Zeck, Serran, chats with Notre Dame Sister
Rachel Nerone.
(right) Carmelite Sister Pauline Ross shares information on
the sister’s mission and ministry in the Diocese of Covington.
(below right) Jerry Henke, Serran, talks with Sisters during
the Women Religious Picnic.
(below center) Deacon Barry Henry and Gary Badarak, both
Serrans, chat with Divine Providence Sister Ellen Marie
Eckerle.

Keener photos
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Vatican newspaper launches
new ‘street’ edition

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
Safe Environment Trainings
For all employees and volunteers of the Diocese of
Covington who in any way
provide a safe environment
for children.
Step 1: Contact
parish/school institution
leader to review the
Policies and Procedures and
fill out the Application and
Acceptance Forms.
Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org and click on
Registration. Follow the
prompts to create an
account and to request a
background check.
Selection.com is a secure
site; the background check
is posted on your account
and you receive a copy if
you request it during the
registration process. You will
sign up for a VIRTUS training class
during the registration.

Step 3: Your account
becomes active when your
background check, VIRTUS
session and Acceptance
Form are posted on your
account. You will receive 12
bulletins per year. You will
receive e-mail notices at system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program
blocks them.
Bulletins:
n June bulletin: posted
Sunday, June 5; due
Tuesday, July 5
n July bulletin: will post
Sunday, July 3; due
Tuesday, Aug. 2

To login: www.virtus.org,
enter user id and password.
VIRTUS Training
n Thursday, July 7, 6–8:30
p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington
n Wednesday, July 13,
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan
Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium,
Covington
n Thursday, July 14, 6–9
p.m., St. Henry Parish,
Aryn’s Family Center,
Elsmere

www.virtusonline.org, enter
user id and password to
access your bulletins

n Tuesday, July 26,
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan
Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium,
Covington

If your Virtus account is
inactivated please contact
your primary location for
assistance.

n Thursday, July 28,
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan
Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium,
Covington

How to access Virtual
training
- Go to www.virtus.org
- Enter id and password
- Click on Live Training on
left column
- Click on pre-register for an
upcoming
session
- Choose your training
Note: If your Training Tab
is missing or you cannot
access your account, contact
your parish, school or institution.
For other difficulties, contact Marylu Steffen at (859)
392-1500 or msteffen@covdio.org.

Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore
Romano, will expand its coverage in a new monthly edition that will
give a voice to the poor and the homeless, the Dicastery for
Communication said.
The first copies of “L’Osservatore di Strada,” the newspaper’s
“street” edition, will make its debut June 29, the feast of Sts. Peter
and Paul and will be distributed to pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square
after Pope Francis’ Angelus address.
The publication will be available in print and online versions and
will be published on the first Sunday of every month. Donations
received for the newspaper “will be given entirely to needy who will
be in charge of this service,” the Dicastery for Communication said
June 28.
The goal of the monthly newspaper is “to give a voice to those
who are usually not heard: the poor, people wounded by life, those
who are cast aside and excluded,” the dicastery said in an announcement June 24.
“It is a newspaper that recognizes and gives back the right to
speak to those who contemporary society treats as ‘rejects,’ highlighting the legacy of experience, knowledge and values of which
they are the guardians,” the dicastery said.
Each 12-page edition will feature an editorial dedicated to a specific theme relevant to the poor and the needy, as well as an article
on the theme co-authored by a guest writer and a homeless person,
the dicastery said.

Vote ‘Yes for Life’ in November
(Continued from page 3)

simple and straightforward. It says:
“To protect human life, nothing in this Constitution
shall be construed to secure or protect a right to abortion
or require the funding of abortion.”
At this November’s general election, this will be
Amendment #2, presented to the voters as a yes/no question at the very end of the ballot.
Kentuckians are pro-life, and if there is a healthy level
of participation we are confident this amendment will
pass. But, not everywhere will see other competitive races,
which might discourage turnout. Also, many voters prefer
to vote a straight party ticket and do not pay close attention to the rest of the ballot, particularly the parts following judicial and other non-partisan races.
This is a unique opportunity to express a clear pro-life
vote. Remember to vote. Remember to go to the end of the
ballot to vote YES on Amendment #2. Remind friends and
family to vote YES. Consider volunteering to speak at your
parish or other events during this October’s Respect Life
month, in the weeks leading up to the election.
This is an exciting time for the cause of life. If we can
educate and turn out the vote, we can ensure that the
Kentucky’s unborn are protected for many years to come.
Jason Hall is executive director of the Catholic
Conference of Kentucky.

Current legislative priorities
The Catholic Conference of Kentucky is the public policy arm of Kentucky’s four bishops. Through their work in
Frankfort, Catholics in Kentucky are kept abreast of any legislation important to the bishops and the common
good of all Kentuckians. Here are a few policies currently supported by the CCK that support vulnerable women,
children, and families.
Family and Medical Leave — The Unites States trails the industrialized world in offering paid leave to employees who are new parents or who are facing medical challenges in their families. The CCK is working with a task
force to develop a state program that will help employers provide more generous leave to their employees.
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) — The CCK has long supported a state-level EITC. The federal EITC has drawn
strong bipartisan support for decades and has been very effective at lifting low-income families out of poverty.
Supplementing federal credits with state credits could be a very effective way to address Kentucky’s high rate of
families, and especially children, in poverty.
Child Care — The General Assembly just passed a pilot program for a state program to provide assistance to
employers who provide a child care benefit to their employees. The CCK supported this bill and support the program’s expansion.
Education Opportunity Accounts — HB 563 was passed last year, which utilizes private donations (incentivized with a tax credit) to provide scholarships to low-income families for non-public school tuition, tutoring,
technology needs, and many other needs. The law is currently being challenged in court, but the CCK is confident it will be in effect soon and is working to expand the program.

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks
The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979
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Supreme Court overturns Roe in anticipated Dobbs decision
Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

They also noted that their dissent “with sorrow — for
this court, but more, for the many millions of American
women who have today lost a fundamental constitutional
protection.”
When the court announced last year that it would take
this case, after considering it more than a dozen times
since 2020, the justices said they would only review one of
the three questions presented to them: “Whether all previability prohibitions on elective abortions are unconstitutional.”
That point of viability — when a fetus is said to be able
to survive on its own — was a key point in this case,
because the Supreme Court had consistently ruled that

states cannot restrict abortion before 24 weeks, or when a
fetus could survive on its own.
A friend-of-the-court brief submitted by the USCCB
stressed that abortion is not a right created by the
Constitution and called it “inherently different from other
types of personal decisions to which this court has accorded constitutional protection.”
Referring to the court’s major abortion decisions, the
brief also warned that if the Supreme Court “continues to
treat abortion as a constitutional issue,” it will face more
questions in the future about “what sorts of abortion regulations are permissible.”

WASHINGTON — In a 5-4 decision June 24, the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned its nearly 50-year-old decision
in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion in this country.
The court’s 213-page ruling in Dobbs v Jackson
Women’s Health Organization was not totally unexpected
due to the leak of an opinion draft a month earlier. The ruling emphasizes that there is no constitutional right to
abortion in the United States.
The Dobbs case focused on Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, an abortion clinic in Mississippi that challenged the state’s law banning abortion after 15 weeks of
pregnancy.
The court’s reversal of its long-standing abortion ruling brings abortion policy decisions to the
state level. At least half of states plan to ban or
restrict abortions with this decision in place, and
13 states have trigger laws put in place set to ban
abortions right away upon Roe’s reversal.
“We hold that Roe and Casey must be overruled,” Justice Samuel Alito wrote in the court’s
majority opinion. Casey v. Planned Parenthood is
the 1992 decision that affirmed Roe.
Alito was joined by Justices Clarence Thomas,
Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney
Barrett.
The vote to uphold Mississippi’s abortion
restriction was 6-3, with Chief Justice John
Roberts voting with the majority. In a separate
opinion, he said he would not have overturned
the court’s Roe decision.
Alito, writing for the majority, said: “The
Constitution makes no reference to abortion, and
no such right is implicitly protected by any constitutional provision, including the one on which
the defenders of Roe and Casey now chiefly rely
— the Due Process Clause of the 14th
Amendment.”
U.S. Catholic bishops who have supported a
reversal of Roe, immediately reacted positively to
the court’s decision that comes at the end of this
year’s term.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
called the decision a “historic day in the life of
CNS photo/Evelyn Hockstein, Reuters
our country, one that stirs our thoughts, emotions
Pro-life demonstrators in Washington celebrate outside the Supreme Court June 24, 2022, as the court overruled the landmark
and prayers.”
“We pray that our elected officials will now Roe v. Wade abortion decision.
enact laws and policies that promote and protect
the most vulnerable among us,” said the June 24
statement by Los Angeles Archbishop José H.
Gomez, USCCB president, and Baltimore Archbishop
William E. Lori, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on
Pro-Life Activities.
“We give thanks to God for today’s decision ... This just
decision will save countless innocent children simply waiting to be born,” said the New York Catholic bishops in a
statement shortly after the court’s opinion was released.
Those on both sides of the issue were outside the court
when the ruling came down and continued to gathered in
force throughout the afternoon with posters, bullhorns,
hugging and shouting.
Crowds have been outside the court — blocked off now
by security fencing — for days, anticipating this decision,
just as they were when a draft of the opinion was leaked in
early May.
In remarks from the White House June 24, President
Joe Biden said the court’s decision was “a sad day for the
country in my view, but it doesn’t mean the fight is over,”
and he urged Americans to respond with their votes in the
upcoming elections.
He also urged demonstrators to “keep all protests peaceful,” adding: “We must stand against violence in any form,
regardless of your rationale.”
The Dobbs opinion is very similar to the leaked draft
that called Roe “egregiously wrong from the start.”
Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan wrote a joint dissent that emphasized the significance of the court’s previous decisions on this issue.
They added: “Whatever the exact scope of the coming
laws, one result of today’s decision is certain: the curtailment of women’s rights, and of their status as free and
equal citizens.”
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Here are excerpts from U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs ruling reversing Roe
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Below are some excerpts from the
Supreme Court’s June 24 ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization, a challenge to a Mississippi
law banning abortion after 15 weeks.
In affirming the law 6-3, the high court also voted 5-4 to
overturn 1973’s Roe v. Wade ruling, which legalized abortion nationwide, and 1992’s Casey v. Planned Parenthood
ruling, which affirmed Roe.
Justice Samuel Alito wrote the court’s majority opinion
and was joined by Justices Clarence Thomas, Neil
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett.
Chief Justice John Roberts, who wrote a separate opinion, concurred with the majority in upholding the
Mississippi law, but not in overturning Roe.
Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan wrote a joint dissent.
From Alito’s majority opinion:
— “Abortion presents a profound moral issue on which
Americans hold sharply conflicting views. Some believe
fervently that a human person comes into being at conception and that abortion ends an innocent life. Others feel
just as strongly that any regulation of abortion invades a
woman’s right to control her own body and prevents
women from achieving full equality. Still others in a third
group think that abortion should be allowed under some
but not all circumstances, and those within this group hold
a variety of views about the particular restrictions that
should be imposed.”
— “Even though the Constitution makes no mention of
abortion, the court held (in Roe v. Wade) that it confers a
broad right to obtain one. It did not claim that American
law or the common law had ever recognized such a right.”
— “We hold that Roe and Casey must be overruled. The
Constitution makes no reference to abortion, and no such
right is implicitly protected by any constitutional provision, including the one on which the defenders of Roe and
Casey now chiefly rely — the Due Process Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment. That provision has been held to
guarantee some rights that are not mentioned in the
Constitution, but any such right must be ‘deeply rooted in
this nation’s history and tradition’ and ‘implicit in the concept of ordered liberty.’ ... The right to abortion does not
fall within this category.”
— “‘Stare decisis,’ the doctrine on which Casey’s controlling opinion was based, does not compel unending
adherence to Roe’s abuse of judicial authority. Roe was

egregiously
wrong
from the start. Its reasoning was exceptionally weak, and the
decision has had damaging consequences.
And far from bringing
about a national settlement of the abortion
issue, Roe and Casey
have enflamed debate
and deepened division.
It is time to heed the
Constitution
and
return the issue of
abortion to the people’s elected representatives.”
— “To ensure that
our decision is not
misunderstood or mischaracterized,
we
emphasize that our
decision concerns the
CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn
constitutional right to Pro-life demonstrators are seen near the Supreme Court in Washington June 15, 2022. The court
abortion and no other overruled the landmark Roe v. Wade abortion decision in its ruling in the Dobbs case on a
right. Nothing in this Mississippi law banning most abortions after 15 weeks June 24.
opinion should be
From Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan’s dissent:
understood to cast doubt on precedents that do not concern
— “One of us (Breyer) once said that it ‘is not often in
abortion.”
the law that so few have so quickly changed so much.’ ...
From Roberts’ opinion:
For all of us, in our time on this court, that has never been
— “Let me begin with my agreement with the court, on
more true than today. In overruling Roe and Casey, this
the only question we need decide here: whether to retain
court betrays its guiding principles. With sorrow — for
the rule from Roe and Casey that a woman’s right to termithis court, but more, for the many millions of American
nate her pregnancy extends up to the point that the fetus is
women who have today lost a fundamental constitutional
regarded as ‘viable’ outside the womb. I agree that this rule
protection — we dissent.”
should be discarded.”
— “There is a clear path to deciding this case correctly
without overruling Roe all the way down to the studs: recognize that the viability line must be discarded, as the
majority rightly does, and leave for another day whether to
reject any right to an abortion at all.”
— “The court’s decision to overrule Roe and Casey is a
serious jolt to the legal system — regardless of how you
view those cases. A narrower decision rejecting the misguided viability line would be markedly less unsettling,
and nothing more is needed to decide this case.”
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Local pro-life leaders respond
(Continued from page 3)

riencing untimely pregnancies. And then out of that, also,
came Project Rachel which is post-abortion reconciliation
ministry for women. Then we worked with public policy.
We took care of that pastoral plan and in doing so we came
up with a lot of activities.”
Mrs. Roch and Mrs. Riegler both acknowledged Judge
Robert “Bob” Green, the first Executive Director for the
National Right to Life Committee, for his lifelong efforts in
leading the national and local pro-life movement through
the judicial and legislative process. Mr. Green died May 7
of this year. Both Mrs. Roch and Mrs. Riegler would not be
surprised if Mr. Green continued his pro-life work from
the other side, affecting the reversal of Roe.
“It was a lot of hard work,” Mrs. Riegler said as she
praised the people in the local pro-life movement — attorneys, doctors, religious, lay people. “We had them on the
Board and they touched every parish throughout the diocese.”
Mrs. Riegler said that she is now rejoicing because
babies are going to be saved. “There will still be abortions,”
she said, acknowledging that not every state in the United
States will ban abortion like Kentucky has. “Now, let’s help
whatever a woman or man are facing, let’s remove the
obstacles, help them remove the obstacles and not the precious baby.”
Terri Babey, pro-life committee member for St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, said that even
though she was a little girl when Roe was decided she
remembers it clearly. Her father was Northern Kentucky’s
first certified Obstetrics and Gynecology physician. When
Roe was decided he gave her a bracelet to wear to show her
support for the life of unborn children.
“My heart and soul was so happy for that day that goodness triumphed and for all those people that have worked
hard for this day. And I will never ever think this was a
coincidence, that God did not script this on the Solemnity
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,” she said about the Supreme

ST. CECILIA
CHURCH HALL

Courts reversal and acknowledging the absolute love Jesus
has for all of humanity — including doctors who have performed abortions, women who have had abortions, men
and families who have helped procure abortions and the
babies who have died from abortion. She also acknowledged that the anniversary of the Dobbs decision will forever fall on the feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist,
who leapt in his mother’s womb when meeting Jesus who
was in his mother’s womb.
“I am quite simply stunned by this landmark decision,”
said Mark Linnemann, member of the diocesan We
Choose Life committee. “I thank God for the hundreds of
thousands of human lives that will be saved, perhaps in a
single year alone. But every day we must begin again the
hard work of sharing with our fellow citizens the beauty of
the unborn child, and the incomparable worth of man —
made in the image of our loving God. We must redouble
our legislative and social activity going forward, especially
efforts to smooth the way for mothers and welcome their
children into our midst. And we must fuel this effort
through ongoing and diligent prayer and sacrifice.”
And while Mr. Linnemann congratulates all those who
have worked so hard to realize this moment, he also
encourages prayer for those “on the other side of the
issue.”
“They are not of the devil but have merely been fooled
by him,” Mr. Linnemann said. “Let us pray for a conversion of hearts and minds. And finally, let us get back to

work bringing truth, goodness and beauty into the world.”
Sue Kathman, current member of the We Choose Life
Committee and former Pro-Life Advisory Board member
said that she is happy and grateful for the reversal of Roe,
that it makes her proud to be an American.
“It makes me proud to live in a country like this, where
a law that has been wrong for so many years can be overturned, because people say that it’s the truth. They want
the truth to win out,” she said. “I feel like it’s such a blessing to our country — our whole country — that this evil
has been removed from our country.”
Mrs. Kathman also acknowledged that there will still be
abortions in the United States, but with the Supreme Court
affirming that there is no constitutional right to abortion,
“that’s such a blessing and just a huge first step,” she said.
“The people who’ve been involved in pro-life work are
so conscious that we need to get the word out about all the
different care — the pregnancy care centers, and all the
things that are in place — to help mothers so that they
know that no one’s left alone or feels like they don’t have
the help that they need. There’s lots of help out there, the
help is already there. We want anyone who finds herself in
an unplanned pregnancy to know that there are places,
there are people, to turn to who want to help her. That’s the
next step. That’s where we’re all going now,” she said.
For information and local resources available through
the Pro-Life visit www.covdio.org/pro-life.

Dobbs and the vindication of American democracy
(Continued from page 5)

charge that pro-lifers only care about babies before they’re
born and ignore women who’ve suffered the trauma of
abortion.
There are so many more. God bless them all.
One final point as the debate over the right-to-life moves
into state legislatures: After Dobbs, it will be harder to
argue that the abortion license decreed by Roe v. Wade was
gestated in the womb of the Declaration of Independence
and latent in the concept of liberty prevalent at the

American Founding. Properly understood, the civil rights
triumph of June 24, 2022 will help clear the ground on
which the hard work of rebuilding a culture of life can
continue — a culture that does not mistake liberty for
license, which was a notion foreign to the Founders and
Framers.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.
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World Youth Day: Pilgrims begin with a leap of faith
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

“At first, I was going to go because it
sounded fun, but it turned into so much
more than that,” said Emily Scheper.
Ms. Scheper was talking about attending her first World Youth Day in Brazil in
2013. She was a student at Western
Kentucky University when she decided to
take a leap of faith and attend World Youth
Day with others from college.
“I grew up Catholic, going to Catholic
school, so it was something I just did, but
going to World Youth Day it went from
being something I just did to something I
made my own. It became my own faith,
not just going through the motions,” Ms.
Scheper said.
World Youth Day is a weeklong opportunity for youth and young adults to experience the universal Catholic Church to
come together to deepen their faith. The
Diocese of Covington is sponsoring a pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal, for
youth and young adults, ages 16 and up. The events at
World Youth Day include adoration, prayer and worship
services, talks from Cardinals, Bishops and other religious, site seeing, culminating with a vigil Mass with Pope
Francis before a morning Mass with the Pope to close the
event. Youth, young adults and their chaperones will have
the opportunity to grow in their faith and experience the
universality of the Catholic Church in the presence of our
Holy Father, Pope Francis, alongside millions of young
Catholics from around the world.
“It is a good way to really recognize the universal
Church, people that can even speak language are worshipping the same God in their own way. You can go to Mass

Millions of World Youth Day attendees flood the local beaches of Brazil in 2013,
during the pilgrimage before the morning Mass by Pope Francis.
and even though it might be in Portuguese, but you know
what is going on, it is the same Mass,” Ms. Scheper said.
Ms. Scheper’s first World Youth Day experience was a
turning point that helped her form a more personal connection to the faith.
“Just someone making the decision to go is a great step
in taking ownership of your faith. Taking the step to go
and being there is a great way to grow and experience your
faith,” Ms. Scheper said.
The cost to attend World Youth Day is $3,700 per person,
which includes roundtrip airfare, transportation, lodging,
meals, tours and a day trip to the sanctuary of Our Lady of
Fatima. While that cost may sound difficult to attain for
young people, Ms. Scheper said that should not prevent
anyone from going if they are interested.

“My hope is that people will not be shy to take advantage of the opportunity to go,” Ms. Scheper said.
When it comes to the potential hesitancies of money or
not knowing where you may be in a year when the trip
takes place, Ms. Scheper encouraged those interested to
take a “leap of faith.”
“If you are meant to go, it is going to work out … whatever is holding you back, if you are feeling like you are supposed to go, it is going to work out,” Ms. Scheper said.
Ms. Scheper is speaking from experience, she had to
fundraise for her first trip and covered most of her
expense through a day of speaking at her parish’s Masses
one weekend. Also, the trip through the Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization allows pilgrims to make
regularly scheduled payments, instead of one lump sum,
making the trip more budget-friendly. Anyone interested
in going should not hesitate in finding ways to make their
World Youth Day experience happen.
For information on attending World Youth Day or making a donation to help others attend, call Isaak A. Isaak, codirector, Office of Catechesis and Evangelization, at (859)
392-1500.

1601 WOODBURN AVENUE, COVINGTON
Corner lot Grocery Store with 2 bedroom apartment above and
separate meters. Newer rubber roof, steel security door, box gutters,
electric and wiring.
2,875 Square Feet and
parking for 6 to 8 cars in
the back. $100,000.
Call for your private
showing today.
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Kentucky Bishops welcome Supreme Court’s decision
(Continued from page 1)

opportunity to channel what we regard as a positive, lifeaffirming decision into action to support women, children,
and families in our Commonwealth.
We affirm that every child is a sacred gift. We know that
families may need help in welcoming this gift, through
programs and policies that will address the challenges and
mitigate the pressure that women may feel in making the
decision to seek an abortion.
Kentucky’s bishops have worked on both legislative and
concrete efforts to assist mothers and families. For two
decades, we supported Opportunities for Life, a 24-hour
hotline that provided assistance, resources and hope to
pregnant women in need. Today, this assistance is provided through grants issued through Catholic Charities to
various social service and pregnancy resource programs.
We have endorsed legislation to support families and
women in vulnerable circumstances, such as SB 18, passed
during the 2019 session, which provides workplace protections for women who are pregnant or nursing. We have
advocated for the creation of a state-level Earned Income
Tax Credit. At both the federal and state levels, the bishops
are working on numerous efforts to support families, such
as making the Child Tax Credit permanent and expanding
paid family and medical leave. We must do everything we
can to build a culture that makes welcoming and supporting life the overriding priority.
Our parishes, archdiocesan agencies, such as Catholic
Charities, healthcare institutions, and pro- life shelters
and centers are dedicated to supporting women and
unborn children in difficult circumstances. These internal
efforts, which quietly take place every day in our communities, must be accompanied by public policy that allow
families in all circumstances to thrive. These include, but

are not limited to:
— Increasing access to affordable housing and other
material assistance.
— Support and resources for programs that promote
welcoming children through birth, adoption, or fostering.
— Offering greater access to mental health resources,
healthcare, domestic violence assistance, childcare assistance, educational and employment opportunities, and
paid leave for parents.
As we advocate for these pro-family policies so vital to
the common good, we also call upon all Catholics to walk
with moms and their children in need and to reflect God’s
mercy and love to all caught up in these fraught issues surrounding abortion, including those who choose abortion.
We also call upon all citizens to thoughtfully and prayerfully consider and vote “YES for Life” this November by

supporting Amendment #2. This proposed constitutional
amendment is very simple and will prevent our state
courts from ever issuing a decision like Roe v. Wade. It adds
one sentence to the Kentucky Constitution:
“To protect human life, nothing in this Constitution
shall be construed to secure or protect a right to abortion
or require the funding of abortion.”
As related in the Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 25,
Jesus exhorted all of His followers to care for the most vulnerable among us, “Amen I say to you, what you did not do
for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.” Who
could be more vulnerable than an unborn child and a pregnant mother in need? As we move beyond Roe v. Wade, let
us work together to create the conditions that will support
mothers in choosing life.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER
Blessed Sacrament Church (www.bscky.org) in
Fort Mitchell, KY is seeking a full time Business
Manager. This position will have responsibility for
the administration of general parish business
matters. Candidates should have a Bachelor’s
degree in accounting or finance, or equivalent
professional experience, and a good working
knowledge of MS Excel, MS Word, and Quikbooks
Pro. Compensation will be commensurate with
qualifications and experience. Please send a
comprehensive resume, including compensation
history, and professional references with email
addresses to Father Damian Hils at dhils@bscky.org.

Opportunities to Serve at Catholic Charities
Do you have a desire to find your
purpose? Are you passionate
about witnessing your faith by
serving others? Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Covington has a
few open paid positions that may
be the perfect opportunity to fit
your calling:

Client Services Specialist is on the front-line, assisting, serving and supporting clients and inquirers seeking services and
assistance at our office in Latonia, KY. Other duties include
managing case files and providing customer service through
the entire process.
Mental Health Counselor is a master’s level position in our
Mental Health Program. Includes general counseling services
to individuals and families. Must be independently licensed
or pursuing independent licensing.
School Based Counselor is a master’s level position in our
School Based Program. They implement educational programs and interventions, perform school counseling tasks,
and provide therapeutic services. Must be independently
licensed or pursuing independent licensing. This is part time
during the school year from August 16-May 31.
Additional details can be found online at
https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-events/job-opportunities.

Contact Shannon Braun directly at
sbraun@covingtoncharities.org if you
would like to learn more about any of
these opportunities.

OFFICE OF DIOCESAN
BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

CAMPUS MINISTER
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington seeks
faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will consist of twenty
hours. The Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic
Newman Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org)
offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and opportunities for a full living and
development of the Catholic faith among
Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation opportunities.
Responsibilities include providing support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating timely
and effective communications with students and
parents, including regularly updating the website,
Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in
Theology or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

The Diocese of Covington is accepting applications for
the full time Curia position of Administrative Assistant in
the Office of Diocesan Buildings and Property. This office
represents the interests of the Diocese and of the Bishop
in all matters pertaining to buildings and real property
falling under the auspices of the Diocese, including but
not limited to new construction, renovation, demolition,
sale, and maintenance, as well as central administration
of Diocesan Cemeteries operations. This position requires
a detail-oriented practicing Roman Catholic with
exceptional interpersonal and general office skills and a
familiarity with Microsoft Office software. Please send
cover letter, resume with compensation history, and at
least five references with email contacts to Stephen
Koplyay, SPHR by email or fax, (skoplyay@covdio.org),
fax (859/392-1589), or mail to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
Diocese of Covington, 1125 Madison Ave., Covington,
KY 41011-3115. EOE

SAINT MARY AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
in Alexandria is looking to hire two special people.
One for a teacher's aide position and the other for a
cashier position. These positions requires someone
18 years or older who loves to work with children.
This is ideal for college students or retirees as hours
and days worked are flexible. Responsibilities include,
but are not limited to: assistance with homework and
actively supervising and engaging children ages
Kindergarten through Eighth grade. Hours are from
1:30 to 6:15, five days a week.
If you are looking for a very rewarding job with
competitive wages, please contact Dee Manning at
859-635-4531 or at msdeemanning@fuse.net.
Come join the fun and be part of our great team!!
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God speaks in silence
(Continued from page 5)

level of being) that occurred through the power of the
Holy Spirit on the day of my ordination, I am able at a
command that simple bread and wine BECOME the body,
blood, soul, and divinity of the Second Person of the Most
Holy Trinity — Jesus Christ. But, St. Jean Vianney also
reminds the priest, that if he truly understood who he was
here on earth, he would die. Not out of fear, but out of
love. And we should die — to self — as we give ourselves
completely for the good of others (the definition of love),
just as Jesus did.
My fellow disciples, let us enter into the silence to learn
the will of God in our lives. Remember, we pray, “Thy will
be done,” not, “my will be done.” And let us be sure to
pray that men will hear the Lord’s voice directing them to
the seminary. And remember, God may ask us to do more
than pray, he may also ask us to act — through encouragement.
The harvest is abundant — there are many souls that
need saving!
Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine
Parish, Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky.

SACRAMENTAL PREP/
CCD COORDINATOR POSITION
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Ft. Thomas is looking
to fill this position for the 2022/2023 school year. The
Coordinator works in collaboration with the pastor
and school personnel to run the sacramental and CCD
programs. This is primarily an administrative position,
but the Coordinator should be able to step in for
absent CCD teachers. Must be available on Sunday
mornings, a Catholic in good standing, detail-oriented,
dependable, and good with people while also able to
hold them to program parameters. Must be Virtus
certified. Contact Fr. Stef Bankemper at 859 441-1352
or church@stcatherineofsiena.org.

SEAMSTRESS
Wanted for drapery alteration Union.
Please call 859-384-0591

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront
Condominium Rentals
1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or
text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

Faith Community Pharmacy moves
for better service and client care
Tom Ziegler
Staff Writer

Diocese, the largest density of individuals served in the
community are located in the river cities of Newport and
Covington. Because of the demographic of the community
we serve, many of the patients coming to Faith
Community Pharmacy are less likely to have a strong relationship with a healthcare professional,” Mr. Broomall
said.

Faith Community Pharmacy, a Northern Kentuckybased non-profit organization, announced its move from
Florence to 601 Washington Ave. in Newport effective June
1. The new office space, located in WaterTower Square, features an updated and expanded pharmacy for expansion of
services, a private consultation room to better serve
patients and closer proximity to key partners of the
Faith
Community
Pharmacy. The plan to move
locations has been in planning for over two years. The
new Pharmacy location
allows for a more functioning workspace and has additional room for growth.
“We knew our old workspace in Florence had challenges. We have grown 60
percent over the last six
years,”
said,
Aaron
Broomall, executive director,
Faith
Community
Pharmacy.
The Newport location
also has a bus stop, which is
a significant factor since
transportation can be a challenge for the majority of
Faith
Community Students from the UC Health Program interning at Faith Community Pharmacy’s new
Pharmacy’s patients. The location.
Pharmacy did take additional steps to assist with the challenge of transportation, such
Faith Community Pharmacy takes the time to build a
as delivering prescriptions directly to homes of those in
relationship and familiarity with each individual patient
need.
they serve.
The Pharmacy will share a building with organizations
“Relationships matter, being here where we are local to
that offer complimentary services and is in close proximithem (patients) allows us to build a relationship of trust.
ty to other social service agencies that are often serving
They can be able to walk through our door, build relationthe same or similar clients. Most notable, the new location
ships with our pharmacists and make impacts in those
is in the same community as the highest density of its curareas,” said Mr. Broomall.
rent patients and where research shows the most need
The ribbon-cutting and open house for the new Faith
exists, especially for the working poor and those impacted
Community Pharmacy location is tentatively set for July
by chronic diseases, such as diabetes and asthma.
13.
“While we serve people in almost every county of the
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New verge for Cathedral Basilica
Father Jordan Hainsey
Messenger Contributor

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption has
recently commissioned a verge (staff) for use in solemn
cathedral liturgies.
The role of verger originated as the “protector of processions” during the Middle Ages. The verger led and protected the clergy as they processed to a cathedral or
church, carrying a verge (staff) to keep away animals or an
unruly crowd that could disrupt the liturgy. The role of
verger was usually filled by a head usher who oversaw the
church building, sacristy and preparations for the sacred
liturgy.
While the role of verger and the verge fell largely into
disuse, it remained part of the liturgical life in the
Episcopal Church and in dozens of Catholic churches
throughout Europe, including St. Mary Major Basilica,
Rome. Preeminent in their attention to details related to
the sacred liturgy, at St. Mary Major Basilica, the head
usher — or verger — leads a group of nearly ten ushers in
every solemn procession held at the Basilica.
The Covington verge was inspired by the design of the
verge used at St. Mary Major Basilica and celebrates
Covington’s attention and dedication to the sacred liturgy.
Measuring 56” tall, the staff is surmounted by a carved
and gilded 8.5” statue of the Virgin Mary and Christ Child.
The statue is a copy of the Virgin of Paris, a 14th century
devotional statue in Norte-Dame Cathedral, Paris. The
statue recalls how Bishop Maes used Notre Dame as the
inspiration for the Covington Cathedral he envisioned and

built. The verge was
designed and made by
the renowned New
Guild Studio, Inc., of
Pittsburgh, Penn.
The
Covington
verge will lead and be
carried in solemn processions by Mary
Easterling,
the
Cathedral Basilica’s
head usher, who oversees so much of the
behind-the-scenes
work at the Cathedral
Basilica. Her work
includes care of the
Cathedral building,
the organization of
ushers and volunteers,
the sacristy, and liturgical preparations. In
appreciation of Ms.
Easterling’s selfless work and
contributions to the life of St.
Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, the Cathedral
Basilica is pleased to name her
Cathedral Verger.

Sisters of Divine Providence
welcome new Associates

(above left) Epiphany Mass at St. Mary Major, Rome, Italy. Procession for the Feast of
St. Anthony of Padua, Tuili, Sardinia
(above center) Mary Easterling, head usher and newly titled verger at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, holds the Cathedral’s new verge — a staff topped with a
statue of the Madonna of Notre Dame.
(above right) A Feast Day Procession, Varazze, Italy

Chief Operating Officer
The Diocese of Covington, Kentucky has established the new position of
Chief Operating Officer, and we invite prospective candidates to submit their
qualifications for consideration. The COO will oversee the day-to-day
responsibilities of the functional leaders in the diocesan curia, and will
ensure that they work together on diocesan priorities as a coordinated team.
The Sisters of Divine Providence welcomed three new associate members (from left) Emily
Piatt, Molly Morgan and Robin Kelly. Pictured with the new members (back from left) are
Donna Esposito, ACDP; Marilyn Schleyer, ACDP; and Sister Barbara Rohe, provincial superior.
Within a celebrative liturgy, associates and
sisters gathered for the first time in over two
years Sunday, May 7, in Immaculate
Conception Chapel at Holy Family Residence
in Melbourne, Ky. During the liturgy, Divine
Providence Sister Barbara Rohe, provincial
superior, and Donna Esposito, director of
associates, welcomed three new members into
the
Associate
Community
of
the
Congregation of Divine Providence. The new
members, Robin Kelly, Molly Morgan and
Emily Piatt, committed to share in the mission of the congregation within their particular lifestyles.
Rooted in the spirituality of its founder,
Blessed Jean Martin Moye, Sisters and
Associates of Divine Providence strive to live
four fundamental virtues — abandonment to
Divine Providence, simplicity, apostolic charity and poverty — by practicing the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy. Desiring to live
these virtues in their daily lives, associates
work in a variety of ministries such as mentoring youth, tending to the sick and elderly,
offering
help
to
refugees
and

immigrants, reaching out to bereaved women
and families grieving the loss of a child at
birth by making “angel gowns” for the child’s
burial, making memorial ornaments, and
serving as lectors, sacristans and extraordinary ministers in parishes. CDP associates
also join with other associates in saving dimes
for the sister’s mission in Madagascar and in
giving gifts to seniors at Christmas. They are
people who are eager to mature in their faith
and to deepen their love for God and neighbor.
In spiritual communion with the Church,
Associates of Divine Providence witness to
God’s love and care in their personal lives and
their ministries to God’s people.
CDP Associates are people of all faiths,
ages, cultures and life situations who seek a
formal relationship with the Congregation of
Divine Providence. They do not take vows.
They are called to be the “face of Providence”
through prayer and works of mercy.
To learn more about the Associates
Community of Divine Providence, contact
Donna Esposito, ACDP director, (859) 781-0712
ext. 18 or e-mail: donnaeacdp@aol.com.

We seek an individual who is a business leader, with both the professional
expertise to run the operational side of the curia and the personal
commitment to advance the mission of the Church of Covington. Reporting
directly to the Bishop, the COO will not only have responsibility for the
strategic, programmatic, and administrative management of the offices of
the curia, but will also assist the Bishop with the development and
implementation of his vision for our local Church. The COO will provide
strategic vision and leadership as a core thought partner for the Bishop,
supporting him in making significant decisions by leading the analysis,
criteria-setting, option evaluation, and input gathering for these decisions.
The COO will be a faith-filled, actively-practicing Catholic with a solid understanding of Church life and relationships, as well as demonstrated strong
skills in strategy and analysis, change management, outcome-focused
priority- and goal-setting, teamwork and collaboration, consensus-building,
organizational management, and communication. S/he will have a minimum
of ten years of senior leadership experience, with at least a graduate-level
degree in an appropriate area. Significant ministry formation and experience
would be helpful. Qualified individuals may send a letter of interest along
with a comprehensive resume or curriculum vita, including compensation
history and references with contact email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR by July 31, 2022. Email to skoplyay@covdio.org, or fax to 859-392-1589.
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Pope asks Catholics to study Vatican
II before Holy Year 2025
VATICAN CITY — Before celebrating the Holy Year 2025,
Pope Francis is asking Catholics
around the world to dedicate
time in 2023 to studying the documents of the Second Vatican
Council. Presenting the official
logo for the Holy Year June 28,
Archbishop Rino Fisichella also
announced the pope’s plan for
helping Catholics prepare for the
celebration: focusing on the four
constitutions issued by Vatican II in 2023; and focusing on
prayer in 2024. The four Vatican II constitutions are:
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (“Sacrosanctum
Concilium”); Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (“Lumen
Gentium”); Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (“Dei
Verbum”); and Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World (“Gaudium et Spes”). Archbishop Fisichella,
whom the pope appointed to coordinate planning the Holy Year,
said, “A series of user-friendly resources, written in appealing
language, are being produced to arouse curiosity in those who
have no memory” of the council, which was held 1962-65.
Details about the 2024 year of prayer and spiritual preparation
for the jubilee are still being worked out, the archbishop said.
The Vatican already had announced that Pope Francis chose
“Pilgrims of Hope” as the theme for the Holy Year.

Catholics need better understanding
of the Mass, pope says
VATICAN CITY — The “sense of mystery” and awe
Catholics should experience at Mass is not one prompted by
Latin or by “creative” elements added to the celebration, but by
an awareness of sacrifice of Christ and his real presence in the
Eucharist, Pope Francis said. “Beauty, just like truth, always
engenders wonder, and when these are referred to the mystery
of God, they lead to adoration,” he wrote in an apostolic letter
“on the liturgical formation of the people of God.” Titled
“Desiderio Desideravi” (“I have earnestly desired”), the letter
was released June 29, the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. The title
comes from Luke 22:15 when, before the Last Supper, Jesus tells
his disciples, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer.” In the letter, Pope Francis insisted
that Catholics need to better understand the liturgical reform
of the Second Vatican Council and its goal of promoting the
“full, conscious, active and fruitful celebration” of the Mass.
“With this letter I simply want to invite the whole church to
rediscover, to safeguard and to live the truth and power of the
Christian celebration,” the pope wrote. “I want the beauty of
the Christian celebration and its necessary consequences for
the life of the church not to be spoiled by a superficial and foreshortened understanding of its value or, worse yet, by its being
exploited in service of some ideological vision, no matter what
the hue.”

Church leaders push to expand their
peacekeeping role in Africa
OXFORD, England — Church representatives from Frenchspeaking Africa have urged closer regional cooperation in
Catholic peacebuilding to offset mounting economic and security challenges across the continent. “The church frequently
speaks out against government corruption and failure to settle
conflicts — but it’s simply ignored,” explained Stephen Hilbert,
adviser for Africa and global development for the U.S. bishops’
conference. “Meanwhile, the church often isn’t even invited to
peace negotiations. Given that it’s the most vibrant, trusted, balanced and nonpartisan entity in Africa, this is very frustrating,”
he said June 27, after chairing a panel of peacemaking experts
from Burundi, Niger and Congo during a four-day online conference. He said the Catholic Church in much of Africa was
uniquely placed to assist peacemaking, but also found its proposals routinely ignored by international organizations and
Western governments, including the United States. “Many
NGOs could achieve great things with church support, but with
their secular outlook, they often don’t see this,” said Hilbert,
who spent 22 years in Africa with Catholic Relief Services.
Hilbert told Catholic News Service numerous Catholic and interfaith peacemaking initiatives tended to be “small-scale and geographically limited,” adding that governments in Nigeria and
elsewhere had faced accusations of “unwillingness and inaction” when it came to engaging with the church.

New York State Catholic Conference
‘troubled’ by court’s gun law ruling

specific need for doing so. Legal experts said the decision puts at
risk similar laws in five other states: California, Hawaii,
Maryland, Massachusetts and New Jersey. The court’s ruling follows recent mass shootings in Uvalde, Texas; Buffalo, New York;
and elsewhere in which dozens of children and adults have been
killed or injured. The incidents have led to an outcry of support
for wide-ranging gun control measures.

Supreme Court sides with coach in
public school prayer case
WASHINGTON — In a 6-3 vote June 27, the Supreme Court
ruled that a former high school football coach had the right to
pray on the football field after games because his prayers were
private speech and did not represent the public school’s endorsement of religion. “The Constitution and the best of our traditions counsel mutual respect and tolerance, not censorship and
suppression, for religious and nonreligious views alike,” said
the court’s majority opinion, written by Justice Neil Gorsuch.
Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan dissented. The court’s majority opinion also emphasized that
“respect for religious expressions is indispensable to life in a
free and diverse Republic — whether those expressions take
place in a sanctuary or on a field.” It said the case focused on a
government entity seeking to “punish an individual for engaging in a brief, quiet, personal religious observance doubly protected by the Free Exercise and Free Speech Clauses of the First
Amendment” and that the “Constitution neither mandates nor
tolerates that kind of discrimination.” Joseph Kennedy, former
assistant coach at Bremerton High School, outside of Seattle,
said his postgame prayers on the field cost him his job. The
coach had been told by school district officials to stop these
prayers on the 50-yard line, and he refused. When his contract
was not renewed, he sued the school for violating his First
Amendment rights.

WASHINGTON — An official of the New York State Catholic
Conference expressed disappointment with a June 23 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling that overturns a century-old law and
asserts that there is a constitutional right to carry a handgun in
public for self-defense. “We are troubled that the court has overturned a law dating back more
than a century that has been
largely accepted by the state’s
population for all of that time,”
said Dennis Poust, executive
director of the conference,
which represents the New York
bishops on public policy matters. “The duly-elected members of the state Legislature
could have at any time over the
past 110 years revisit its poliMajor Raffle • Silent Auction
cies on how it licenses individuals for the purpose of carrying
concealed handguns outside the
home if it was the will of the
citizens of the state. It’s regrettable that the U.S. Supreme
Enjoy our Fish Fry, July 22nd, 4 – 7 pm
Court has now chosen to step in
to do so,” Poust said in a stateand Pulled Pork DInner, July 23rd, 5 – 8:30 pm
ment. The court voted 6-3 to
strike down the New York law
requiring anyone who wants to
Come to the beautiful southeast part of the diocese
carry a concealed weapon for
for a day of family fun and homemade treats!
self-defense to demonstrate a
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Father Joey Shelton of St. James Church in Brooksville
invites you to our Festival July 22 – 24

Annual Ice Cream Social
Homemade Ice Cream and Specialty Cakes

Ice Cream Social, July 24th,
Noon – 6 p.m.

