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(left) Bishop John Iffert of the Diocese of Covington, Father Jordan Hainsey
bow before the altar during the Mass’s opening procession. Proceeding behind
them are the Mass’s servers.
(above center) Bishop John Iffert confers a blessing to the congregation at the
August 8 Mass honoring the Diocesan school faculty and staff.
(above right) Kendra McGuire, Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of
Covington, shares opening remarks before the Mass.
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Diocese of Covington kicks off 2022-2023
school year with faculty Mass
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

As summer draws to a close, back to school season rapidly
approaches, with faculty and staff in the Diocese of Covington
wrapping up their preparations for the school year. A Mass was
held Aug. 8 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in
Covington to celebrate the upcoming academic year with school
administrators and faculty of the Diocese.
The Mass was celebrated by Bishop John Iffert and was attended
by a full congregation of diocesan teachers, principals, school chaplains and educators, as well as other supporters and friends of
Catholic schools. The Mass was also preceded by a welcome address
from Kendra McGuire, the Diocesan Superintendent of Schools.
During his homily, Bishop Iffert highlighted some points from a
2020 research study regarding the religious life of teenagers, pointing out that “77 percent of teenagers reported that they were having
what they described as a spiritual experience at least once a
month.” Meanwhile, only 27 percent of teenagers reported that
they regularly prayed.
“What do I take away from this?” remarked Bishop Iffert, “I
think we have to realize that God, in Jesus Christ, continues to
reach out to our young people and to invite them to a relationship.
And yet, so many of us cannot, or do not or do not know how to
respond, to live in that life of prayer to have that relationship with
Jesus.”

“Here I think is a starting point for this army of Catholic school
teachers,” continued Bishop Iffert, “who are not only about teaching subject matter, but who are principally about inviting people to
love the Lord their God with their whole heart and mind and
strength, and to love their neighbor as themselves … I want to invite
our school and our teachers, our faculty and our staff, to encourage
young people to think differently and to help them carve out their
time and help them figure out what prayer means.”
At the Mass’s closing, Bishop Iffert expressed thanks to the
teachers, staff and administrators. “I know that it is a difficult time
to be any kind of leader in our society, and that has been growing
over the last decades … especially the last few years with COVID,”
he said.
“This has been hard. Thank you for coming back. Thank you for
dedicating yourself. Thank you to those new teachers who have
joined us, and for being here to help form our young people, both in
academics and especially in faith in Christ Jesus … We love you and
appreciate everything you do.”
Additionally, during his final remarks, Bishop Iffert announced
the closing of a 10 year term as Vicar General and Moderator of the
Curia for Father Dan Schomaker, and an eight year term as Vicar
General for Father Ryan Maher. Bishop Iffert extended his thanks
to both priests for their service to the Diocese of Covington, and
introduced Father Mark Keene as the new Vicar General for the
Diocese of Covington.

Kentucky churches, communities work together to
meet flood victims’ needs
Ky. Flood Disaster Relief
Marnie McAllister
Catholic News Service

Lori Helfrich, the parish life director at Mother of Good Counsel
Church in Hazard County, Kentucky, had just come from volunteering at the food pantry that her parish helps support.
They were cutting up melons to distribute to people hit hard by
the torrential rain and flooding that has followed in the southeastern region of the state.
“Northfork Local Foods (the food pantry Hazard’s parish is part
of) has a lot of melon and is distributing it so people have some
fresh food,” Helfrich said in a mid-afternoon conference call July 29
arranged by the Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky.
(Continued on page 8)

Bishop John Iffert has asked all parishes in the Diocese of
Covington to take up a second collection for the people in
Southeastern Kentucky devastated by the historic flooding.
For many parishes the collection will be taken up the
weekend of Aug. 13–14.
Donations may also be made online at www.covdio.org.
One-hundred percent of the gifts collected will be given
directly to Bishop John Stowe of the Diocese of Lexington
for flood disaster relief.
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Bishop Iffert accepts two men as candidates for the priesthood
Laura Keener
Editor

Bishop John Iffert accepted the candidacy of two seminarians — Hank Bischoff
and Brad Whittle — during Sunday Mass,
Aug. 7, at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption. Mr. Bischoff and Mr. Whittle
have been attending seminary discerning
a vocation as a priest for the Diocese of
Covington for several years now. They
have now completed their pre-Theology
studies and will begin their first of four
years of Theology study and formation as
they return to St. Vincent Seminary,
Latrobe, Penn., this upcoming school year.
“They (Hank and Brad) are here today
to publicly proclaim that they are discerning whether God is calling to the life of the
priesthood, and that they intend to undertake the study and preparation necessary
for life as deacon and priest,” said Bishop
Keener photos
Iffert as he began his homily. “Over the
years they will engage in a much deeper (above left) Hank Bischoff (left) stands beside fellow candidate Brad Whittle. (above center) Bishop John Iffert congratulates Hank Bischoff
study of theology and Scripture and min- on his candidacy. (above right) Bishop Iffert accepts Brad Whittle’s candidacy for the priesthood.
istry. They will be given increasingly deepa momentous moment in their lives and in the life of the
Heskamp (2nd year theology), Justin Schwarz (2nd year
er opportunities for ministry to discern where Christ is
Church.”
theology), Hank Bischoff (1st year theology), Brad Whittle
moving in that part of their life. They will continue to be
This year, six men are discerning a vocation to the
1st year theology) and Michael Schulte (2nd year pre-theolformed in the spiritual life of priests and develop all those
priesthood as seminarians for the Diocese of Covington:
ogy).
holy virtues that happens to assist them if they do discern
Deacon Michael Elmlinger (4th year theology), Joshua
that God is calling them to be a deacon or priest. So, this is

Baker photos

Advisory Board reviews DPAA grant applications

(above right) Jay Whittle, chair for the diocesan Stewardship Advisory Board, welcomes members, July 28, for its annual grant allocation review meeting. (above left) The members
reviewed 63 service grant applications and submitted its allocation recommendations to Bishop John Iffert. Ten percent or $265,000 of the 2021 DPAA goal will go to fund the grants.
Mike Murray, director, Stewardship and Mission Services and his staff organized the meeting.

Feast of the
Assumption
August 15 celebrates the Feast
of the Assumption of Mary —
patronal feast of the Diocese of
Covington’s Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption and typically a
holy day of obligation in the
Church — commemorating the
Blessed Virgin’s bodily assumption into heaven. Because the
feast falls on a Monday, there is
no obligation this year. In the
Diocese of Covington the feast will be observed
and the Curia Offices will be closed.

Seminarian retreat

Bishop John Iffert and Father Gregory Bach, assistant director of seminarians, joined the Diocese of Covington
seminarians for a retreat, July 25–29, at St. Meinrad Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana. Pictured from left are: Brad
Whittle, Justin Schwarz, Father Bach, Deacon Michael Elmlinger, Bishop Iffert, Father Jordan Hainsey, Michael Schulte,
Joshua Heskamp and Hank Bischoff.

Bishop John Iffert will be celebrating Mass this
day at 5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington. Check your parish
bulletins for additional Mass times and vigils for
this special feast.
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Catechists begin school year discussing ways of ‘Engaging Hearts and Minds’

In preparation for the new school year, catechists from the Diocese of Covington attend one of four professional
development days, Aug. 3–6, hosted by the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization at St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger.
Bishop John Iffert opened each day with Mass. In the photos here, Bishop Iffert celebrates Mass and greets catechists
who attended the Aug. 3 professional development day.
Laura Keener
Editor

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization hosted
four professional development days, Aug. 3–6, for all religion teachers in schools and parish schools of religion in
the Diocese of Covington. Bishop John Iffert opened each
day with Mass.
“Thank you all for being here and for the work you will
do this coming year to teach and prepare and evangelize
our young people,” Bishop Iffert said to the teachers as he
began his homily.
Bishop Iffert reminded the teachers that the most influential and effective teaching tool that they have is their witness — the way they live their lives.
“The way they (students) come to know what it is to love
their neighbor will be in large part dependent on the way
they see that modeled in you,” Bishop Iffert said. “That’s
the profession you have chosen. That’s the great vocational
call that is yours. I pray that you would embrace it with
your heart, mind and strength … And then in your class-

Keener photos

room, you will recognize that every day you hold in your
hand the lives of saints, the lives of those who are called to
holiness … who will follow in your footsteps, who will follow the example you set.”
Following Mass, Dave Cooley and Isaak A. Isaak, codirectors and Brad Torline, associate director, for the
Office of Catechesis and Development, led sessions centered on the topic “Engaging Hearts and Minds: Getting
Practical About Sharing the Gospel in the Classroom.” In
addition to networking with other catechists from around
the diocese, the catechists were offered time and resources
for their own spiritual enrichment. Representatives from
the Sophia Institute for Teachers offered pointers on how
to integrate the textbooks and resources into religious curriculum. St. Francis of the Martyr St. George Sister M.
Johanna Paruch, professor of Theology, Franciscan
University of Steubenville, was the keynote speaker, ending the day with a presentation on “The Teacher as
Witness.”

Bishop Iffert introduces new leadership development plan to DPC
ber of their respective Parish Councils, the Deanery
Pastoral Council representative provides his or her parish
Bishop John Iffert and Jamie Schroeder, chancellor,
with information from the bishop and the Curia while also
called members of the Deanery Pastoral Council together,
sharing information important to the parish back to the
July 30, for a meet and greet and an update on upcoming
bishop and the Curia.
changes to the diocesan planning process.
Established in 2007, the primary duty of the Deanery
In addition to the deans of the diocese’s five deaneries,
Pastoral Council was to assist the bishop in implementing
the Deanery Pastoral Council is made up of a representathe policies of the 2006 Diocesan Synod. After implementative from each parish and a woman religious from each
tion of the Diocesan Synod was completed, the Deanery
deanery in the Diocese of Covington. As an ex officio memPastoral Council continued to be the liaison for the bishop,
Curia offices and parishes for affirmaKeener photos
tion of the diocesan annual plan. At
Saturday’s meeting, building on the
most recent Synod on Synodality listening sessions, Bishop Iffert began to lay
the groundwork for a new process, collaboration and focus for the DPC. A
process of discernment that involves
substantial study and prayer on a particular topic so that parishes can develop a
“prudential response” to the needs of
their people.
“The idea I have is that we would
work together, we develop topics that we
want to discuss over time,” said Bishop
Iffert. “We have substantial study and
substantial prayer and then we focus,
not on what Church teaching should be,
because that’s a little bit above all of our
pay grades, but that we focus on what is
the most prudential response that we
can have in our parishes and in our ministries in our diocese.”
Bishop Iffert suggested that the coun(above left) Bishop John Iffert and (above right) Jamie Schroeder, chancellor,
cil begin with an anodyne topic and then
called members of the Deanery Pastoral Council together, July 30, for an
after practice and success, take on more
update on upcoming changes to the diocesan planning process.
Laura Keener
Editor

weightier topics.
“I propose we start today with, what should this deanery and diocesan pastoral council process look like? What
are best practices for pastoral councils in parishes? What’s
a good prudential set of suggestions we might make about
(Continued on page 15)

Bishop’s
Schedule
Aug. 13
Mass followed by lunch,
Franciscan Daughters of
Mary, Formation House,
Covington, 10 a.m.
Aug. 14
Mass to kick-off 175th
anniversary, St. Patrick
Parish, Maysville, 11 a.m.

Aug. 16
Catholic Charities staff
meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Aug. 18
Directors meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Priest Holy Hour, Cathedral
Basilica, 3 p.m.

Aug. 15
Diocesan Curia Offices closed
in observance of the Feast of
the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Aug. 20
St. Vincent de Paul Society
meeting, Blessed Sacrament
Church undercroft,
Ft. Mitchell, 10 a.m.

Mass, Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 5:30 p.m.

Vigil Mass, Cathedral
Basilica, 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 21
Mass, St. James, Brooksville,
8 a.m.
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Disarmed and dangerous
After his first arrest, the peace activist Daniel
Berrigan went into hiding. After four months, he was
captured, but during those months underground,
although a threat to no one, he was put on the FBI’s Ten
Most Wanted list.
There’s an irony here
IN EXILE
that did not go unnoticed.
Someone put up a poster of
him with this caption:
“Wanted — Notorious consecrator of bread and wine.
Disturber of wars and felonious paper burner! The
fugitive has been known to
carry the New Testament
and should be approached
with extreme caution.
Disarmed and dangerous.”
Disarmed and dangerFather Ron Rolheiser
ous! Corny as that may
sound, it expresses the real
threat to injustice, violence and war. Disarmament is dangerous. Someone who is genuinely unarmed is ultimately
the one who poses the greatest danger to disorder,
immorality and violence. Violence can withstand violence, but it can be brought down by non-violence. Here
are some examples.
In our own generation, we have the example of
Christian de Cherge, one of the seven Cistercian monks
who were kidnapped and later killed by Islamist extremists in Algeria in 1996. His journey, and that of the other
monks who died with him, is chronicled in a number of
books (including some of his own letters and diaries) and
in the awarding-winning film, “Of Gods and Men.”
Living within a small community of nine monks in a
remote Muslim village in Northern Algeria, Christian
and his community were much loved by that Muslim

community and, being French citizens and enjoying the
protection of that citizenship, their presence constituted
a certain protection for the villagers against Islamic terrorists. Alas, the situation was not to last.
On Christmas Eve, 1995, they received a first visit from
the terrorists with the clear warning that they had best
leave before they would become its victims. Both the
French and the Algerian governments offered them
armed protection. Christian, acting alone at first, against
the majority voice in his own community, categorically
refused armed protection. Instead, his prayer became
this: “In face of this violence, disarm us, Lord.” His
response to the threat was complete disarmament.
Eventually, his entire community joined him in that
stance.
Six months later they were kidnapped and killed, but
the triumph was theirs. Their witness of fidelity was the
singular most powerful gift they could have given to the
poor and vulnerable villagers whom they sought to protect, and their moral witness to the world will nurture
generations to come, long after this particular genre of
terrorism has had its day. Christian de Cherge and his
community were disarmed and dangerous.
There are innumerable similar examples of other persons who were disarmed and dangerous. Rosa Parks, disarmed and seemingly powerless against the racist laws at
the time, was one of the pivotal figures in ending racial
segregation in the USA, as was Martin Luther King. The
list of dangerous unarmed persons is endless: Mahatma
Gandhi, Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day, Desmond Tutu,
Oscar Romero, Franz Jagerstatter, Dorothy Stang, Daniel
Berrigan, Elizabeth McAlister, Michael Rodrigo, Stan
Rother and Jim Wallis, among others. Not least, of
course, Jesus.
Jesus was disarmed and so dangerous that the authorities of his time found it necessary to kill him. His complete non-violence constituted the ultimate threat to their

established order. Notice how both the civil and religious
authorities at the time did not so much fear an armed
murderer as they feared an unarmed Jesus — Release for
us, Barabbas! We prefer to deal with an armed murderer
than with an unarmed man professing non-violence and
telling people to turn the other cheek! Give them credit
for being astute. Unconsciously, they recognized the real
threat, someone who is unarmed, non-violent and turning the other cheek.
However, turning the other cheek must be properly
understood. It is not a passive, submissive thing. The
opposite. In giving this counsel, Jesus specifies that it be
the right cheek. Why this seemingly odd specification?
Because he is referring to a culturally-sanctioned practice at the time where a superior could ritually slap an
inferior on the cheek with the intention not so much of
inflicting physical pain as to let the other person know
his or her place — I am your superior, know your place!
The slap was administered with the back of the right
hand, facing the other person, and thus would land on the
other person’s right cheek. Now, in that posture, its true
violence would remain mostly hidden because it would
look clean, aesthetic and as something culturally accepted.
However, if one were to turn the other cheek, the left
one, the violence would be exposed. How? First, because
now the slap would land awkwardly and look violent; second, the person receiving it would be sending a clear signal. The change in posture would not only expose the violence but it would also be saying, you can still slap me,
but not as a superior to an inferior; the old order is over.
Disarmed and dangerous. To carry no weapon except
moral integrity is the ultimate threat to all that is not
right.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher
and award-winning author.

Aging and a season of fruitfulness
With the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v Wade,
June 24 will no doubt be remembered as an historic day
by pro-life advocates the world over. I have to admit that
my thoughts were elsewhere that day — focused
GUEST
on life’s last stage — as my
family bid farewell to a
beloved uncle, our family
patriarch.
As I tried to catch up
on the news the day after
his funeral, a column
written by Kathryn Jean
Lopez of the National
Review Institute, a good
friend, caught my eye.
Opining on what she
believes to be abortion’s
most detrimental effects
Sister Constance
on our society, Lopez
Veit, L.S.P.
wrote, “We are violent; we
do not look at human beings as unique creations made
with purpose and plan.”
These sad words stood in stark contrast to my uncle’s
farewell celebration the day before. My uncle lived every
stage of his life to the full for nearly 92 years. Though no
one would have proposed him as a role model of healthy
aging in terms of diet and exercise, his life was rich in
relationships, purpose and faith until the very end.
An orthodontist for over 40 years, my uncle was
remembered by former patients and their parents as
kind, patient and genuinely interested in the young people he served. He was involved in numerous professional
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organizations, local causes and educational institutions,
volunteered as a Eucharistic minister at a local hospital
well into his eighties and attended daily Mass until
COVID-19 closed his parish doors in 2020.
Despite all of his accomplishments, what struck me
most about my uncle was his generous spirit, upbeat
demeanor and unselfish love for his family and friends.
Nothing gave him greater pleasure than being surrounded by his children and grandchildren, yet his interest in
others reached well beyond his family.
He was known to quietly assist people who could not
afford dental care to obtain it from his friends, and he
enjoyed mentoring young people in the pursuit of their
dreams.
Although he never mastered the use of a computer my
uncle maintained ties with everyone he loved via telephone, especially during the pandemic.
He was also an avid reader and consumer of local and
national news and tried his best to keep his wife grounded in reality despite her advancing dementia.
In his message for this year’s celebration of the World
Day of Grandparents and the Elderly, Pope Francis wrote
that the ebbing of one’s strength and the onset of illness
in old age, together with the fast pace of the world, can
lead seniors to implicitly accept the idea that they are
useless. My uncle never succumbed to this temptation.
Pope Francis encourages seniors to remain active in
their later years, especially from a spiritual standpoint.
“We ought to cultivate our interior life through the assiduous reading of the word of God, daily prayer, reception
of the sacraments and participation in the liturgy,” he
wrote.
“In addition to our relationship with God, we should

(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
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Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date.
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also cultivate our relationships with others: first of all by
showing affectionate concern for our families, our children and grandchildren, but also for the poor and those
who suffer, by drawing near to them with practical assistance and our prayers. These things will help us not to
feel like mere bystanders, sitting on our porches or looking out from our windows, as life goes on all around us.
Instead, we should learn to discern everywhere the presence of the Lord. Like ‘green olive trees in the house of
God’ (cf. Ps 52:10), we can become a blessing for those who
live next to us.”
Pope Francis has called old age “a season of enduring
fruitfulness.”
He wrote, “The special sensibility that those of us who
are elderly have for the concerns, thoughts and the affections that make us human should once again become the
vocation of many. It would be a sign of our love for the
younger generations. This would be our own contribution
to the revolution of tenderness, in which I encourage
you, dear grandparents and elderly persons, to take an
active role.”
My uncle never stopped bearing fruit; he was a blessing to all those who knew him.
As I thank God for his life and love, I celebrated with
joy the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly on
July 24.
I hope you too celebrated this special day by opening
your eyes and hearts to the seniors in your midst who are
still bearing fruit for the Kingdom and who are eager to
become a blessing for you.
Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for
the Little Sisters of the Poor in the United States and an
occupational therapist.
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The Lord
stoops to you
The readings for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary
Time — Cycle C — are: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10;
Hebrews 12:1-4 and Luke 12:49-53.
A few years back I was visiting a friend of mine in
Indianapolis for a few days. One morning, on my way to
breakfast, I stepped onto
the elevator. There were
GO AND GLORIFY
giants, everywhere. All I
could do was look up.
These guys were all
around seven-feet tall or
taller.
At breakfast I was trying to find out who they
were. I found out. The
Boston Celtics were in
town for a game and staying in the same hotel. I
have never felt so short in
my life.
I remembered that day
Father Gregory Bach
when I read the psalm for
this Sunday. “I have waited, waited for the Lord and he
stooped toward me.”
When we have to wait for something we can get upset
or anxious. When the waiting is over we can have that
sense of relief and move on.
When we trust in the Lord and have faith we turn to
God. God knows what we need before we ask yet with a
gentle heart he listens to us, he hears our prayer.
The answer may not be as quick as we want, we may
have to wait a while. For those who have waited for the
Lord, loving mercy surrounds them and at the right
moment God will stoop down from heaven and answer
our prayer.
It is in the Eucharist, every Sunday, actually every day,
that God stoops down and gives us what our heart really
desires — Jesus Christ.
Father Gregory Bach is assistant director of seminarians for the Diocese of Covington and pastor, St. Benedict
Parish, Covington, Ky.

Damn suicide, not its victims
Somewhere along the way, a good number of us, no
doubt, have endured the notification and pain of hearing
that a friend, relative of a friend, neighbor, loved one or
even a favorite and notable
celebrity has taken his or
ALONG THE WAY
her own life.
There is no question
that suicide is a stunning,
terribly sad event that summons serious, heart-rending emotions and questions
like ”Why? How? When?
Where?” followed by various levels of deep sadness.
During our recent, heartbreaking jolt upon hearing
of the suicide of the adult
child of dear, much-loved
Ray Smith
friends, we searched for the
appropriate words to express our sympathy and to pledge
our prayers, love and support, especially during this
painful, hard-to-understand time. A nagging feeling of
stark helplessness filled our thoughts these last few days.
Through it all, life must go on and during these days of
mourning, tears and the numb sadness that accompanies
such a loss, my wife and I have tried our best to give the
matter to God — the creator of us all. We continue to
crave the wish to understand such a sad happening and
to bring some comfort to the deceased’s sad, shocked parents through prayer and sincere condolences.
Leading up to this sharing with you, we found hope
and strength in these words from “Jesus Calling,” Sarah
Young’s marvelous book of daily meditations. “As you listen to birds calling one another, hear also My love call to
you. I speak to you continually through sights, sounds,
thoughts, impressions, scriptures. There is no limit to the
variety of ways I can communicate with you. Your part is
to be attentive to My messages, in whatever form they
come. When you set out to find Me in a day, you discover
that the world is vibrantly alive with My Presence. You
can find Me not only in beauty and birdcalls, but also
tragedy and faces filled with grief. I can take the deepest
sorrow and weave it into a pattern for good.

“Search for Me and My messages as you go through
this day. You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me
with your whole being.”
And so, strengthened we were, truly, not only to learn
from such a personal hurt and setback, but also to have
the courage to seek and review our Catholic faith’s current take on suicide. It’s been awhile for us since Catholic
grade school, high school and college. Why not come
along? Maybe there is more to life, death, forgiveness and
salvation than “beauty and birdcalls.”
It did not take long for me to realize that reams and
reams of history have been written about “the sin of suicide,” as the act has been labeled many times down
through the years of Christianity and Roman
Catholicism. In an eye-opening summary by that same
title which appeared in the Arlington Catholic Herald as a
“Straight Answers” column, Father William Saunders,
pastor of Our Lady Of Hope parish in Potomac Falls,
Virginia, minced no words. I must say that his remarks
are not candy-coated in any way and that I feel certain
that numerous biblical scholars would echo many of his
thoughts and observations about the same subject. He
wrote this harsh sample of his rhetoric were he to
answer this hypothetical question from a devoted, loyal
and sincere churchgoer: “What is the Church’s teaching
regrading suicide? I always thought that suicide was a
mortal sin, so how is it that a person can be buried in the
Church?”
Father Saunders: “Before addressing the act of suicide, we must remember that God is the giver of all life.
Each of us have been made in God’s image and likeness
(Gen 1:27) with both a body and a soul. Therefore life is
sacred from the moment of conception until natural
death, and no one can justify the intentional taking of an
innocent human life.”
He hammers home the logic of his history-reciting
position throughout the article.
Then, for me, comes the calming, blessed conclusion:
“Only God can read the depths of our soul. He knows
how much we love him and how responsible we are for
our actions. We leave the judgment then to Him alone.
The Catechism offers words of great hope: ‘We should not
(Continued on page 17)

Myanmar executions should serve as global wake-up call
The execution of four political prisoners by
Myanmar’s military junta made headlines in international news media July 25 and
sparked outrage and
GUEST
shock among world leaders.
Justin Htun
The executions, which
made a comeback after
more than three decades in the conflict-torn nation, are
an attempt to instill fear among the people who are offering strong resistance to the military rule since the coup
in February 2021.
The United Nations was joined by world leaders —
including the United States, Europe and Japan — besides
global rights groups to vigorously condemn the barbaric
act of executing political opponents. The junta accused
the four over the weekend, after accusing them of committing terror acts.
The four include former Phyo Zeya Thaw, a member of
parliament, and activist Kyaw Min Yu, better known as
Ko Jimmy. Both were linked to democracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party.
The other two — Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw
— were accused of murdering a woman, which many
believe was a trumped-up charge.
“The regime’s sham trials and these executions are
blatant attempts to extinguish democracy; these actions
will never suppress the spirit of the brave people of
Burma,” said U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
Tom Andrews, the U.N. special rapporteur on human
rights in Myanmar, said: “These depraved acts must be a
turning point for the international community.”
The junta continues to unleash terror and commit
atrocities on its people as the world fails to take real

action. World leaders have paid much attention to the
Ukraine war, while Myanmar has been completely forgotten.
Only when mass killings such as the Christmas Eve
massacre in Kayah state occur does the nation grab international media attention, and the U.N. and world leaders
rush to release statements that repeatedly express “deep
concern” over Myanmar’s crisis.
“As we salute the courage of Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeya
Thaw, we remember the more than 15,000 other lives lost
as a result of the junta’s terrorist acts,” said Zin Mar
Aung, foreign minister of Myanmar’s National Unity
Government in exile.
The U.N. Member States and ASEAN must understand
that General Min Aung Hlaing, who runs the military
junta, will never listen, nor commit to any promise he has
made, Zin Mar Aung warned.
Khin Ohmar, the chairwoman of the rights group
Progressive Voice, said: “The impotence of the international community is largely to blame, with the U.N.
Security Council repeatedly failing to act to stop the junta
from committing horrendous crimes.”
Pope Francis has said the death penalty is fundamentally against the teachings of Christ because it excludes
the possibility of redemption, does not give justice to victims and feeds a mentality of vengeance.
Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon said as a cardinal he
pleaded from the very depths of his heart with the junta
not to hang these men. He also appealed to the world to
act.
“If the regime goes through with this, it marks a new
low for this already brutal, barbaric, inhumane and criminal junta,” (Cardinal) Bo said in a speech at the Catholic
Peacebuilding Network’s virtual conference at the

University of Notre Dame in June.
The people from the Southeast Asian nation mourn
the deaths of the four men who are regarded as martyrs.
They changed their Facebook profile photos to black to
mark the sorrowful moment, while some people changed
to red to salute their martyrdom.
A group of young people in Yangon took to the streets
to show solidarity with the families of the executed and
protest the military junta July 25. “We will never be
frightened” and “Be ready to pay for the blood debt,” said
the banners hung on a bridge in Yangon.
“The junta’s cruel executions challenge the people
from Myanmar as also the international community,”
Min Ko Naing, a prominent activist and long-time friend
of Ko Jimmy, said in a video message.
Time is running out as Myanmar’s crisis has dragged
on for too long. The mass killings, burning of civilian
homes, arbitrary arrests and torture continue.
It is time now to take real action like international
sanctions against Myanmar’s junta rulers. The U.N.
Security Council needs to refer Myanmar military leaders to the International Criminal Court and hold them
accountable.
The more inaction by the international community,
the more the people of Myanmar will have to sacrifice.
They deserve to have their right to life and human dignity restored.
Justin Htun writes for ucanews.com from Yangon,
Myanmar. His commentary has been provided by Catholic
News Service. The views expressed in this article are those
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the editorial
position of Catholic News Service or UCA News.
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Want MORE out of your college experience —
choose Thomas More University

Contributed by
Thomas More University
Thomas More University prepares students from all walks of life for all kinds
of lives, whether they are in pursuit of
starting their careers straight out of
school, going on to law or medical
school, or becoming an entrepreneur.

About Thomas More
University
For 100 years, Thomas More
has created a university for the
student who wants to
Be More,
Do More,
Seek More,
Win More,
Achieve More, and
Create More.
Since its founding in 1921,
Thomas More has provided a
mission-driven, liberal arts
education that is based in the
Catholic Intellectual Tradition.
Students learn to harness the
power of human reason to solve
problems and discover truth,
which allows them to begin the
journey to become the person they
were created to be.
Entering into the second century,
it’s time for More. Serving more
than 2,000 students,
Thomas More aspires to be the
premier Catholic university in the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
region, to build upon the
#1 ranking for long term gain in
Kentucky (2019 Georgetown study)
and share with this generation the
transformative power of the
Thomas More experience.

For more information about
Thomas More University,
visit www.thomasmore.edu.

create for our student-athletes is
intentional and designed for success
in the classroom and on the field of
competition. As we invest in new
academic and athletic spaces, we
are designing them to ensure the
success of every student.”
Thomas More University recently
announced that they have been
Welcoming Future Saints
granted provisional membership to
The Northern Kentucky Regional
the National Collegiate Athletic
College fair is set for Tuesday, Oct. 11,
Association (NCAA) Division II. The
2022, at Thomas More University from
University currently competes in the
6-8 p.m. in the Connor Convocation
Mid-South Conference of the
Center located at 333 Thomas More
National Association of
Parkway in Crestview Hills, Ky. Thomas
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). The
More University and Northern Kentucky
Saints have been in the NAIA for the
University are partnering to host this
past two academic years and will
annual event, which will welcome more
retain NAIA membership until comthan 50 colleges and universities.
pletion of the 2022–23 academic
Representatives from these institutions
year.
will be available to share information
With the successful bid in 2022 to
and answer frequently asked questions.
rejoin the NCAA as a Division II comNo reservation is required to attend this
petitor, the University looks forward
free event. The goal of the event is to
to competing in the Great Midwest
assist high school students in Northern
and being eligible for conference
Kentucky, the Greater Cincinnati
championships and tournaments
Metropolitan area, and Southeastern
beginning in the 2023-24 academic
Indiana with the college search process.
year. Following the mandatory tranStudents can learn about application
sition period, the University would
and admissions processes, financial aid,
then become eligible for NCAA
academic program offerings, and more.
Championships during the 2025–26
Attendance in the previous years has
year.
exceeded 1,000 students and their families.
Thomas More University also
announced the appointment of Dr.
There has never been a better time for
Cate Sherron as the University’s
interested students to visit Thomas
Faculty Athletic Representative (FAR)
More University’s campus.“This year we
effective June 2022. Sherron has
have brought back our popular visit
(top) Students visit Thomas More University.
been a long-standing member of
incentive,” says Justin Vogel, dean of
the Thomas More community and
(center) Thomas More University’s new 34,000-square foot academic center will house
admissions at Thomas More.“In addiserves as a professor of philosophy
advanced
technology
and
improved
classroom
environments.
tion to our merit-based scholarships,
and director of the James Graham
we are offering an additional $1,000
(botttom) Thomas More University athletics has a lot to celebrate, including being named
Brown Scholars Program. The
provisional members of the NCAA Division II.
Saints award to students who attend a
appointment of Sherron as the
campus visit. We are dedicated to makUniversity’s FAR is a critical step in ensuring the academic integrity of the intering a TMU private, Catholic education affordable for those students who are
collegiate athletics program. The FAR facilitates institutional control and commost interested in attending.”
pliance with NCAA and the Great Midwest Athletic Conference (GMAC) rules
Thomas More awards University financial aid to 100 percent of admitted sturelated to academic eligibility and transfer requirements.
dents. The University recently expanded its recruitment footprint, bringing in
over 40 international students from countries across the globe and expects to “I am thrilled to serve again as FAR affording me the opportunity to ensure
academic integrity across our athletics program and to make it possible for
see a record setting resident population this fall.
our student-athletes to flourish into their best selves: mind, body, and soul,”
Are you ready to become a Saint? Contact the Admissions office today at
says Dr. Sherron.
admissions@thomasmore.edu, or by phone at (859) 344-3332.
Thomas More University is adding to its already impressive repertoire of comTransforming Spaces
petitive offerings, launching esports, which joins the Saints intercollegiate athThomas More University is expanding its geographical footprint. At their June letics programs during the 2022–2023 academic year. The program will be
2, 2022, meeting, the Thomas More University Board of Trustees selected
part of the National Association of Collegiate Esports (NACE).
Turner Construction Company as the general contractor of the University’s
Esports encompasses competitive, organized video gaming, which has
new academic center. The 34,000 square foot building will house advanced
emerged in recent years as one of the world’s most booming business ecosystechnology and improved classroom environments and be home to a 375tems. While professional esport leagues have been popular for several years,
seat auditorium, a technology and prototype lab, the Dr. Anthony ’65 &
the collegiate space is emerging as a new and vibrant platform for gamers.
Geraldine ’66 Zembrodt Center for Leadership, Entrepreneurship & Innovation,
Thomas More esport athletes will put strategy skills to work, competing in
the Center for Faith, Mission and Catholic Education, and the College of
game titles such as League of Nations, Rocket League, and Super Smash
Business. A video rendering of the new building was shared with the campus
Brothers.
community, with construction set to begin in spring or early summer of 2022.
“Introducing esports adds a new dimension to the student experience as we
The University also acquired 207 and 209 Thomas More Parkway, relocating
seek to offer a sport closely tied to technology,” said President Chillo.“The
select non-student facing offices to these buildings in March 2022. These
addition of esports enables the University to offer a new and exciting oppormoves allowed the Saints Center to transition back to a true student center
tunity for our students who are interested in competing outside of traditional
with enhanced academic and co-curricular spaces. The President’s office and
sports. As gaming technology continues to evolve, this experience will allow
the dance studio also relocated from the Saints Center, with those spaces conour students to develop new skills and the ability to integrate their liberal arts
verting to game and club rooms.
education into professional opportunities that exist today and those that have
Athletic Innovations
not yet been created.”
“The student-athlete experience is a big part of Thomas More University,” said
Thomas More University President Joseph L. Chillo.“The experience that we

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.
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In gratitude to vicars
general

The diocesan Curia gathered
for a congratulatory
luncheon, Aug. 1, to honor
Father Ryan Maher and
Father Daniel Schomaker for
their many years of faithful
service as vicar generals.
Bishop John Iffert and
Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys
personally thanked both
priests for their dedication,
wishing them God’s
continued blessings as they
continue caring for the
faithful. Father Maher
continues as rector of
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington.
Father Schomaker continues
as pastor, St. Augustine
Parish, Covington and has
been recently assigned
director of the Office of
Worship and Liturgy.

Abracadabra!

Before your very eyes, you are about to be delighted
and amazed with Cassba 2022.
Be dazzled by our auctions and mesmerized by our raffles
by visiting www.cassba.com
Auction items will be available for on-line bidding
on Monday, August 22nd at 10 am
Raffles available NOW!
Come see Joe Danneman, Fox 19
Sports Anchor, pull the “rabbit out of the hat”
as this year’s emcee!

Sunday August 28, 2022
3-7 PM, Drees Pavilion
Admission: $75 each
Cassba Cash Raffle
$20 each ticket
Grand Prize 30%, 2nd place 15%
and 3rd Place 5% of ticket sales
To view or purchase
for the Cassba event go
to www.Cassba.com or
scan the QR code

All proceeds go to support over 10,000 clients and guests served at
Catholic Charities and Parish Kitchen.

Amazing Rare Bourbon Raffle
A collection of bourbon that is hard to obtain but desired by many!

Live Auction Items:
Dinner with Bishop Iffert
Best of Buffalo Trace
Chicago Baseball Trip
Siesta Key Beach Getaway
Cruisin’ The Ohio
To learn more visit www.cassba.com
Bourbon raffle
sponsored by:

1st Prize
Elmer T. Lee 100 Year Tribute,
20 Year Old Pappy Van Winkle,
Old Fashioned Copper (OFC) Vintage
1995, Thomas H. Handy Sazerac,
Colonel E.H.Taylor - Warehouse C.

2nd Prize
Sazerac Rye, Blanton’s “T”, Knob
Creek 25th Anniversary Single Barrel,
Colonel E.H. Taylor Single Barrel, New
Riff Single Barrel

3rd Prize
Set of five 1792: Single Barrel,
Bottled in Bond,
Aged Twelve Years,
Full Proof, and Sweet Wheat

Must be 21 years or older to win.
Shipping is not available.
Must pick up from Catholic
Charities in Latonia, KY.
and Friends of
Catholic Charities

License #:ORG0002375
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Meeting flood victims’ needs

On the conference call, Helfrich said that besides
Hazard County, which has a population of about 5,000, she
(Continued from page 1)
has the most contact with Letcher, Knott, Perry, Owsley
“A lot of people don’t have water and electric. As comand Breathitt counties. Of the 65 Catholic families in
munity partners and churches, that’s what we’re working
Hazard, at least one family has lost everything, she said.
on — trying to connect people where we can,” she said.
“Today the concentrated effort is on those who are still
The rains began late July 27 and went into the next day,
missing,” she said. A lot of the flooding came at night
causing massive flooding that destroyed hundreds of
while people were sleeping. You compound the flooding
homes and wiped out entire communities, according to
with high poverty rates and you end up with the perfect
news reports.
storm.”
Search and rescue teams, with the help of the National
She said that debris in the flood water and the numbers
Guard, began searching for missing people July 29. As of
of roads washed away are making it hard for first responAug. 1, 660 air rescues and hundreds of boat rescues had
ders to reach people. And communication is spotty.
been conducted.
“To be able to get to people is hard. The roads — 25 to 30
By mid-morning Aug. 2, the death toll had reached at
feet of road — are just gone,” Helfrich said.
least 37 people, with more than a hundred still missing.
Afraid the Panbowl Dam in Jackson may break, officials closed a major road, blocking access to
nearby communities.
Gauging the devastation based on how it
has impacted Catholic families isn’t a good
measure because they make up less than 1
percent of the population in Eastern
Kentucky, according to Helfrich.
But the Catholic Church works closely
with community partners and is an important part of the community.
“In some cases, like Campton, the
Catholic Church has the only food pantry
and they feed 300 people a month,” she said.
“In Hazard, we have an emergency food
pantry. We work with the housing development alliance. We work with community
partners — that’s how it runs. Parishes work
with partners to provide outreach.”
“People are very happy that we are checkCNS photo/Sgt. Jesse Elbouab, U.S. Army National Guard via Reuters
ing in on people and they’ll get back to you
A Kentucky National Guard flight crew from 2/147th Bravo Co. flies over
when they can. Phone reception is very spota flooded area in response to a declared state of emergency in eastern
ty,” she said. “(Of) the people I’ve talked to
Kentucky July 29, 2022.
from the parish, one lady has been devastatKentucky Gov. Andy Beshear called it “one of the
ed, she has faced a lot of tough situations in her life and
worst, most devastating flooding events” in state history.
this is the worst. It’s kind of overwhelming in a sense.
He said President Joe Biden had approved his initial
“Our parish here in Hazard covers three counties —
request for federal aid to assist with recovery efforts in 13
about 1,000 square miles: Leslie, Perry and Knott,” she
eastern Kentucky counties.
said. “Many come from Letcher, too. Their whole town of
On NBC’s “Meet the Press” July 31, he said he believed
Whitesburg was under water as of this morning. People
recovery crews will be “finding bodies for weeks.”
are doing what they can; people are reaching out to each
The chances that more storms would hit the region
other. But people are in shock. They’re just in shock.”
were diminishing, but residents and rescuers were facing
Meg Campos, executive director of Catholic Charities
extreme temperatures instead.
of Lexington, who also was on the conference call, said:

Messenger

“People know they can turn to the Catholic Church.”
She said that “because of the magnitude of the disaster,” Catholic Charities USA has “reached out to me to see
how we can collaborate.”
They offered to “bring on additional manpower from
people who have disaster experience” and help identify
Catholic parishes that can help with distribution, Campos
said.
Next steps to be taken to include identifying a parish or
parishes that are accessible and able to distribute materials, such as water, she said.
A day earlier Campos was on a conference call with 38
to 40 representatives of other faith-based agencies and a
number of social service groups to begin sorting out the
response that will be needed — short term and long term
— to help the people of southeastern Kentucky.
“Right now we’re at that first stage, the information
gathering phase” to identify the impact on counties and
their communities and learn what parish life directors are
“seeing on the ground,” she said in a July 28 phone interview with Catholic News Service.
The floods are worse than last year’s, “which were
intense,” Campos added.
She said these conference calls with other agencies
“will go on daily for the near future until the initial crisis
subsides,” Campos said. “That’s always the short term —
the cleanup, assessing the damage ... getting everyone fed
and temporarily housed. The long term, it turns into a
recovery phase.”
“Long-term needs can go on for a year or so” and
Catholic Charities will be there, she added.
On the July 29 conference call, Campos said that for
those who want to donate to relief efforts, “cash is best.”
“Monetary donations are always the best way to help.
We can purchase the needed items at any given time,” she
explained, adding that some assistance “can be a burden”
when items are donated that aren’t needed. There’s no
place to store items either.
Those who wish to donate should go to catholiccharitieslexington.org, hit the tab “Donate Now” and designate
contributions for disasters.
Helfrich said: “We’ll address whatever the next thing is
we can do — whether that’s cut melon or text someone ...
and let them know they’re not alone.”
“It’s really hard,” she added. “Friends of ours lost their
aunt and uncle, they couldn’t get out. One of our parishioners, her mom needed to be evacuated and lost her whole
business. It’s very difficult for people.”
“So many people couldn’t get in touch with people in
Perry County,” she said. “It’s hard when communication
isn’t available to find out they’re OK.”
Emergency shelters have been set up at schools and as
far as church services on Sunday, Helfrich said Hazard will
likely have a Communion service, “but whether or not we
will have Mass is up in the air.”
Right now the pastor can’t reach Mother of Good
Counsel Church in Hazard, but the Catholic churches in
Jackson and Campton churches are accessible.
“There’s a lot of hardship” in the region with its high
unemployment rate and few job opportunities, Campos
told CNS, “but there’s also this strength of the people that
is so inspiring.”
“When I went and visited in last year’s floods and you
would go to someone’s house and they’d say, ‘I’m sure
someone else is worse off than me so don’t help me if others are worse off,’” she recalled.
One man who felt that way, she said, “sent us away with
food from his garden. ... That was the best watermelon I
ever had.”
Marnie McAllister is editor of The Record, newspaper of
the Archdiocese of Louisville. Contributing to this story was
Julie Asher in Washington.

ST. CECILIA
CHURCH HALL

• Air-Conditioned
• Capacity 400
• Beer License
5313 Madison Pike, Independence
• Non-Smoking
Receptions, Dances, Parties
• Open to all

Call 363-4311 for details
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.
Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of
Reflection, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Aug. 13, Holy Cross
Parish, Covington; Sept. 17, St. John Parish, Carrollton;
Oct. 8, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring; Nov. 19, St. Pius X
Parish, Edgewood and Dec. 17, St. Timothy Parish, Union.
No charge. No sign up.
The Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic Community
monthly Third Tuesday prayer gathering, 7-8:45 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Parish Center, Ft. Mitchell. Come Aug.
16 for praise & worship music, teaching, witnesses, and
healing prayers. Call 341-5932.
Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish, Erlanger, will host
Queenship Rockin’ Eve, Aug. 20, 5:30–11 p.m. This free
event is an evening of fellowship and good music with
three live music acts: Kyle English, The Mary Connor
Band and Cassette Junkies. Food and drinks available for
purchase.
Public Tours of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, after the 10 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, August 21, and September 18.
Come celebrate First Friday Mass followed by a healing service, Sept. 2, St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs,
with Father Thomas Picchioni, beginning at 7:15 p.m.
with music by the Sacred Heart Praise Band; Mass at 7:30
p.m. Hosted by the Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic
Community of the Diocese of Covington. Call 341-5932.

St. Anne Retreat Center will host a Women’s Retreat
“Growing Closer to The Father,” Sept. 9–11, with
retreat leader Franciscan Daughters of Mary Mother
Seraphina. Topics include: Trust — Having no fear; How
to pray — with the Psalms, Lectio Divina; and spiritual
warfare. Retreat begins Friday, 5:30 p.m. with dinner and
concludes Sunday following 10 a.m. Mass. Cost: $175.
Registration deadline, Aug. 26. Contact Cindy (859) 4412003 or e-mail csmith@covdio.org.
Join Our Lady of Light Ministries for its 30th
Anniversary: Days of Prayer and Mercy, Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1. This year Immaculée Ilibagiza will be speaking.
Call (513) 531-6279.
Sunday, Sept. 4, Newport Central Catholic High School,
Newport, will have a watch party for the Western &
Southern/WEBN Labor Day Fireworks. Food, drinks,
and games will begin at 5 p.m. (no cans, bottles or coolers
will be permitted.) Admission is five dollars, ages 6 and
under are free, limited parking passes are available. To
register visit https://www.ncchs.com/news.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - noon.,
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the public,
50 percent off the first Thursday of each month. Proceeds
benefit children living at DCCH Center. Donation drop-off
preferred during regular Flea Market hours – 75
Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.
Find brothers to journey with you on your walk of
faith. “That Man Is You” provides men a place to
encounter Jesus and to learn the teachings of his Church
so that they can be effective leaders in their home, their
parish and greater society. St. Joesph Parish, Cold Spring,

will begin That Man Is You, Year 1, Tuesdays 8 p.m. from
Sept. 13 thru Dec. 13. For information e-mail baumannwill16@gmail.com.
Eighth annual St. Joseph Academy Golf Outing,
“Tee off for the Kids,” Sept. 30, Pioneer Golf Course,
Independence. Shotgun start 10:30 a.m.; cost
$100/golfer, includes 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch
buffet, refreshments, and dinner. Proceeds to replace
outdated A/C units. Call 485-6444 or e-mail
lnix@sjawalton.com.

Festivals
SSt. Mary of the
Assumption Parish,
Alexandria
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 13, 5–11 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish,
Crescent Springs
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 13, 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 14, 3–9 p.m.

St. Timothy Parish,
Union
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.
Sept. 17,
5:30 p.m.–midnight

St. Philip,
Melbourne,
Aug. 20,
4:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.

St. William Parish,
Williamstown
Sept. 16-17

Holy Cross District High
School,
Latonia,
Aug. 26 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 27 5:30p.m.–midnight

St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 4, 4 p.m. - midnight
Sept. 5, 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Getting ready

St. Patrick Parish,
Maysville
Sept. 9-10-11

St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton
Aug. 19, 6–11 p.m.
Aug. 20, 5–11 p.m.

St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta
Aug. 26-27-28

St. Henry Parish and School volunteers help prepare the campus for the upcoming school year by painting several of the
aftercare rooms.

St. Barbara Parish,
Erlanger
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 11, 2-7 p.m.

St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.-midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.
St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
Festival listings are
submitted by parishes and
schools. If your festival
isn’t listed e-mail your
festival information to
messenger@covdio.org.
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Celebrating 40 years, Welcome House expands space and services
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Welcome House, a nonprofit that provides resources and
housing to the homeless in Northern Kentucky, celebrates
its 40th birthday this year. Since opening its doors in 1982 by
a “coalition of churches,” according to the organization’s
webpage, “(they) have expanded our services to not only
encompass an emergency shelter, but to take a holistic
approach in our mission of ending homelessness.”
Along with celebrating its fourth decade, Welcome
House is also underway with constructing a new campus
and shelters for their guests — brand new buildings built
with “trauma-informed” design — set to be completed
Spring 2023, according to Danielle Amrine, Chief Executive
Officer of Welcome House NKY.
“Right now, pre-pandemic, we were able to serve up to 35
women and children,” said Ms. Amrine in an interview
with the Messenger. “This facility will allow us to serve up
to 65, and also single dads with kids and two parent families
… there’s no other resources like that in the city of
Covington.”
In their current facilities, Welcome House was only able
to support women with children as their focus, but Ms.
Amrine and the Welcome House team recognized that housing for two parent families and single dads with children as
a “big need in our community,” and are excited to welcome
these families into the new, much more spacious campus.
“They have to split up right now, you know, and we don’t
want that for our families,” said Ms. Amrine. “We know
that that is probably more traumatic than the trauma
they’re currently experiencing.”

(above) Staff and associates of the Welcome House gather
for a commemorative photo at their 40th birthday celebration held at Braxton Brewery, Covington.
(right) An illustrative rendering of the outer façade of the
new in-progress Welcome House shelter.
While the old campus of the Welcome House has already
sold, Ms. Amrine and the staff of Welcome House intend to
return to the old buildings once demolition has begun to
reclaim some of the old bricks to be installed into the new
shelter.
“We were at that shelter for 40 years, so it was a very long
time and a lot of lives that pass through that building … so
we want to take some of that history with us,” said Ms.
Amrine.

50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.
and greater Cincinnati

“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction”

859-441-4400
w w w.dupontplum binginc.com
2606 Alexandria Pike
Southgate KY 41071

IT'S STILL A GREAT TIME
TO SELL YOUR HOME

I have clients looking for homes.
Some are even cash buyers!
If you're thinking of selling, give me a call,
I may have someone for your home.
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Equestrian Order of Holy Sepulchre bestows
Bishop Iffert with the Pilgrim Shell
Laura Keener
Editor

The Equestrian Order of the Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Diocese of Covington, held its
annual Bishop’s Mass and dinner, Aug. 4, with Bishop
John Iffert. The social event is a time for Knights and
Dames of the Order to express their gratitude to the bishop.
After dinner, Msgr. Gerald Twaddell, prior of the
Covington section of the Order, presented Bishop Iffert
with the Pilgrim Shell.
“I’m very honored to be with you tonight and very honored to be accepted among you and very honored to receive

the Pilgrim Shell,” said Bishop Iffert.
The Pilgrim Shell is the most significant decoration of
the Order. Sir Stephen Enzweiler explained that the shell
is awarded by the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem to any
Knight or Dame in the Order who makes a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem and prays at the Holy Sepulchre. Reading from
the letter signed by Archbishop Pierbattista, Latin
Patriarch of Jersualem, Sir Enzweiler said, “It pleases us
to bestow on you Most Rev. John C. Iffert the Pilgrim
Shell.”
At Mass, Bishop Iffert spoke in his homily about the
spiritual significance of the Holy Sepulchre and thanked
the Knights and Dames of the Order for their dedication to

(top left) Bishop John Iffert celebrates Mass at Thomas More University’s Mary, Seat of
Wisdom chapel for the Equestrian Order of Holy Sepluchre Diocese of Covington, Aug. 4,
Bishop’s Mass and dinner. (above center) Sir Stephen Enzweiler announces the bestowal of
the Pilgrim Shell to Bishop Iffert. (above right) Bishop Iffert thanks the Knights and
Dames. (above) Msgr. Gerald Twaddell, prior, pins the Pilgrim Shell on Bishop Iffert.

the Sepulchre and promoting the mission of Jesus.
“There is such a monument, such a church, such a
place that calls us to remember the effect of our own sin in
the life of the world … that would be the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, where we can kneel and touch the place
where the cross of Christ rests and remember that our sin,
contributing to the sin of the world, brings our Savior to
that place … the Holy Sepulchre reminds us of our need
for a Savior and of just how generous God is in pouring
himself out so that we might be restored to kinship with
the Divine.”
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Benedictine jubilarians

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery celebrated, July 30, the jubilees of Sisters Emmanuel Pieper (75 years) and Dorothy Schuette (60 years). Also acknowledged is the
jubilee of Sister Andrea Vasquez who was not able to be here two years ago to celebrate her jubilee with Sisters Rita Brink and Mary Rabe. Pictured are: (above, left) Sisters Emmanuel
Pieper, Aileen Bankemper, prioress; and Dorothy Schuette. (above, right) Sisters Rita Brink, Mary Rabe, Andrea Vasquez, and Aileen Bankemper, prioress.

Desire for eternal youth is ‘delusional,’ pope says
Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The passing of time in one’s life is
meant to be lived as a God-given grace and not a meaningless pursuit to preserve one’s youthfulness, Pope Francis
said.
Men and women are “apprentices of life” who amid trials and tribulations “learn to appreciate God’s gift, honoring the responsibility of sharing it and making it bear fruit

for everyone,” the pope said Aug. 10 during his weekly general audience.
“The conceit of stopping time — of wanting eternal
youth, unlimited well-being, absolute power — is not only
impossible, it is delusional,” he said.
The pope continued his series of talks on old age and
reflected on Jesus’ farewell to his disciples during the Last
Supper, in which he promised to “prepare a place” for
them.
The time of life that
remains for the disciples,
the pope said, mirrors that
of old age, which is “the
fitting time for the moving
and joyful witness of
expectation” for one’s true
destination: “a place at the
table with God, in the
world of God.”
Old age, he continued,
should not be lived “in the
dejection of missed opportunities” but in seeing that
“the time of aging that
God grants us is already in

itself ” one of God’s great works.
“Our life is not made to be wrapped up in itself, in an
imaginary earthly perfection,” the pope said. “It is destined to go beyond, through the passage of death —
because death is a passage. Indeed, our stable place, our
destination is not here, it is beside the Lord, where he
dwells forever.”
True fulfillment in one’s life, he added, can only be
found in God, and “old age brings closer the hope of this
fulfillment.”
Old age, the pope said, departing from his prepared
remarks, does not need to beautify itself to show its nobility. Instead, it serves as a reminder of one’s mortality and
is an invitation “to rejoice in the passing of time” which
“is not a threat, it is a promise,” the pope said.
Pope Francis encouraged Christians, especially the elderly, to live their final years of life “in the expectation of
the Lord” because in old age, Jesus’ promise becomes
“transparent, projecting toward the Holy City of which the
Book of Revelation speaks.”
“The elderly are a promise, a witness of promise,” the
pope said. “And the best is yet to come. The best is yet to
come: It is like the message of elderly believers: the best is
yet to come. May God grant us all an old age capable of
this!”

August 12, 2022 13

Messenger

Cincinnati Bengals and NFL Foundation grant helps bring the new
fieldhouse to completion — community celebrates with ribbon cutting
Laura Keener
Editor

As if to demonstrate the need, rain
poured down as members of Covington
Catholic High School and the Cincinnati
Bengals cut the ribbon, Aug. 5, on the new
Covington Catholic Fieldhouse.
Bob Rowe, principal; Alexandra
Simons, director of
Community
Engagement, Cincinnati Bengals; Tony
Bacigalupo, athletic director, CCHS; and
Lloyd Fowler, strength and conditioning
coach, CCHS; were among the speakers
welcoming guests and cutting the ribbon.
Father Michael Hennigen, chaplain, gave
the opening prayer and blessed and dedicated the facility. Dignitaries in attendance included Kendra McGuire, superintendent of
Schools and Don
Knochelmann, director of Building and
Properties, Diocese of Covington; Kris
Knochelmann, Kenton County Judge
Executive; and Kathy Zembrodt, mayor,
Park Hills.
Mr. Rowe acknowledged the hard work and dedication
of Tara Leen, director of advancement, and Sue Finke,
capital campaign director, in working with the Cincinnati
Bengals to apply for a matching grant from the NFL
Foundation — a contribution of $167,000 — realizing the
completion of the new Fieldhouse.
The indoor athletic facility is adjacent to the high
school campus. The building was purchased from Chuck
McHale and The Gardens of Park Hills in 2020, right as the
COVID pandemic hit. The COVID slow down, Mr. Rowe
said, actually allowed CCHS leadership the time to put
together a renovation and fundraising plan for the facility.

Keener photos

(far left) Father Michael Hennigen, chaplain, blesses the new Covington Catholic Fieldhouse, Aug. 5, at the
facility’s ribbon cutting ceremony. (center) Cincinnati Bengals mascot, Who Dey, and Covington Catholic’s mascot,
Colonel, give the fieldhouse a thumbs-up. (above) Lloyd Fowler, strength and conditioning coach, CCHS, addresses
the crowd. (below) Bob Rowe, principal, CCHS, holds the large scissors in preparation for the ribbon cutting. Left of
Mr. Rowe are (from left) Don Knochelmann, diocesan director for Buildings and Properties; Alexandra Simons,
director Community Engagement, Cincinnati Bengals; Kendra McGuire, superintendent of Schools; Tara Leen,
director of advancement, CCHS; and to the right (from left) Father Michael Hennigen and Tony Bacigalupo,
athletic director, CCHS.
“Needless to say, God
was looking out for all of
us,” Mr. Rowe said. “The
Bengals went to the
Superbowl and Covington
Catholic was awarded the
grant to be able to finish
this project as a premier,
state of the art, facility for
our student athletes.”
The CCHS Fieldhouse
will provide a safe space
for student athletes to

practice during inclement
weather and extreme heat.
The space will also expand
the opportunities for community partnerships with
other youth organizations,
providing additional field
space for youth programs in
the area.
“This facility unlocks
opportunities for not only
our CCHS athletes but our
entire student body, as well
as youth programs like
Colonel Youth Football, sport
camps and club activities,”
Mr. Rowe said. “Our athletic
teams are all represented
here today and they will tell
you firsthand that this is a
game changer for their
respective programs.”
Coach Fowler explained
that the fieldhouse is more
than just a place to keep athletes cool on hot days and dry
on wet days. It also provides
the efficiency that will allow
student athletes to complete
their scheduled training
quickly so that they can
move on to their studies, participate in other activities,

have fun with friends, and be home in time to join the family for meals. The mission and ministry of Covington
Catholic, Coach Fowler said, is not just about building
strong, healthy bodies but is also about building the Body
of Christ.
“Our job at Covington Catholic is to continue to build
the Body of Christ,” Coach Fowler said. “It’s going to continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son … measuring up to full and complete standard of Christ. This community of people has an
immense amount of loyal and supportive individuals … I
watch how supportive everyone is of the next generation
of CovCath Colonels who walk through these doors. The
CovCath community is committed to a culture of champions … excellence is our standard.”
Ms. Simons thanked the CCHS community for allowing
the Bengals organization and NFL Foundation to be a part
of the athletic project, emphasizing the “life lessons” that
sports impart on its student athletes.
“The project would not have been possible without a
number of community partners that worked really hard to
collaborate to bring this project to life. We feel extremely
fortunate, as I’m sure everyone here does, to be a part of
such a philanthropic community,” Ms. Simons said. “The
positive impact that sports can make on young people’s
lives is immeasurable … sports brings people together and
we are so fortunate that in a community like this we can
use our sport to make such a positive impact.”
Mr. Rowe expressed the gratitude of the entire CCHS
community. “On behalf of all our student athletes, coaches
and administration we thank the Cincinnati Bengals and
the donors who made this beautiful fieldhouse a reality. It
will continue to impact the lives of youth for years to
come.”

14 August 12, 2022

Messenger

St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky granted
$30,000 to help prevent childhood homelessness
Staff report

St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky has been granted $30,000 from the Charles H. Dater Foundation to help
prevent homelessness for families with children. The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to keeping children in their homes by providing rent and utility assistance to families in need.
Assistance is provided through home visits made by
Vincentian volunteers where Vincentians assess the
extent of a family’s need. Through the home visit, financial assistance is often provided. However, more importantly, hope is given to families struggling to make ends
meet. Vincentians offer a listening ear and work with families to make a sustainable plan to meet their needs.
St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky has provided
over $615,000 in rent and utility assistance since October
2021. Stable housing ensures that children remain connected to their friends and neighbors, continue their schooling
without interruption, and maintain physical and emotional health. Child homelessness is an ongoing problem in
Northern Kentucky. According to the Kentucky
Department of Education, this school year 326 children
are homeless in Campbell County and 482 in Kenton
County.
St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky will be able to
continue to provide emergency assistance this year to families of children facing homelessness with the help of the
Charles H. Dater Foundation.
“We are so grateful to the Dater Foundation for providing this grant that ensures families can meet the basic

need of a safe, stable home when they may be experiencing
the stress of financial instability,” said Karen Zengel, executive director, St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky. “A
stable home is important to a stable family. This gift will
ensure families feel supported by their community and
continue toward
the goal of achieving self-sufficiency.”
According to
its website, The
Charles H. Dater
Foundation was
founded in 1985
and makes grants
to
non-profit
organizations in
the
Greater
Cincinnati area to
carry out projects
that benefit young
people and focus
in the areas of
arts/culture, education,
healthcare, social services, and other
community
needs.
The
Foundation pre-

serves the memory and philanthropic commitment of
Charles H. Dater (1912-1993) and his ancestors, whose hard
work and business acumen over four generations provided
them with the opportunity to share their success with
their community.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky help families in need in a variety
ways. Pictured in the file photo above, children receive coats at a recent St. Vincent de
Paul “Share The Warmth” coat-give-away event. Recently, the Charles H. Dater Foundation
provided the Society with a grant to assist in their ministry of helping families with rent
and utility assistance.
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ENTERTAINMENT
“DC League of Super-Pets” (Warner Bros.)
Superman’s best friend is his dog in director and
co-writer Jared Stern’s reasonably fresh animated comedy, adapted from DC Comics lore. But the
pair’s close relationship is complicated by the
Man of
Steel’s
Movie
romance
with Lois
Capsule
L a n e
w h i l e
their welfare is endangered by the machinations
of a villainous guinea pig who has managed to
acquire superpowers. To defeat her, Supe’s
pooch turns to a band of similarly gifted rescue
animals. As the ensemble battle evil and learn
such life lessons as the need to be themselves,
the value of working together and the self-sacrificial nature of real love, the script succeeds in
being occasionally amusing and mostly unobjectionable. Yet, besides the predictable potty jokes,
a reference to Clark Kent’s alter ego and his
sweetheart spending some of their nights
together as well as several bleeped out — but easily guessed — swear words bar endorsement for
very young viewers. A vague reference to premarital sexual activity, censored vulgar language, a few scatological jokes, a single crass
term. CNS: A-II; MPAA: PG.

For full reviews of each of these films — go to catholicnews.com and click on “Extras,” then choose “Movies.”
Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are:
• A-I — general patronage;
• A-II — adults and adolescents;
• A-III — adults;
• L — limited adult audience;
• O — morally offensive.

New leadership plan for DPC

Bishop Iffert. “We don’t have time to send someone off to go get
the three years of education and leadership that they need to be
(Continued from page 3)
able to guide a process like this. And we don’t have those folks
how these councils function in the parishes and at the deanery?
who have that experience of providing that kind of leadership
Then I’m going to ask how I might have some connection in
like in some of the largest organizations in our country. CLI has
relation to the faithful so that it doesn’t stop at that deanery disthose Catholic people who have that leadership.”
cussion, so that I have some conversation with you,” he said.
Right now, Bishop Iffert and the CLI team are putting togethAnother change is that the diocese is moving away from an
er two groups that will help in leading the process to develop the
annual plan process developed by the Curia to the development
strategic pastoral plan. A Core Team of eight to 10 people will
of a three-year strategic pastoral plan, with the people in the
meet about four times a year to guide the process and help build
parishes and organizations helping to identify the goals and
a vision. This group will remain throughout the four-year
objectives.
process.
“I thought we need to have a lot more grassroots kind of conA second group — the pastoral planning commission or
versation in establishing goals and objectives for the diocese,”
team — will complete its work in the first nine months of the
Bishop Iffert said.
four-year process. Their primary role in the first stage will be to
To lead the consultation process, Bishop Iffert has contractdevelop focus groups — parish-based focus groups, focus groups
ed with the Catholic Leadership Institute, an apostolate from
of priests and a focus group of religious — to help identify the
the
Archdiocese
of
major areas of discussion. These groups will
Keener photo
Philadelphia. The CLI
use CLI’s data driven approach to pastoral planteam is made up of sucning.
cessful businessmen and
Beginning in Lent 2023, every parish in the
women who use their leaddiocese will take part in CLI’s “Disciple Maker
ership gifts to train, motiIndex,” a type of survey that helps to identify
vate and provide leaderparishioners’ needs and how those needs are or
ship development for bishare not being met in the parish and/or in the
ops, priests, Church leaddiocese.
ers and parishioners. An
Also during Lent 2023, the priests of the dioanonymous donor from
cese will complete a self-assessment to help
the Diocese of Covington
identify their strengths, their interests and
is providing funding for
where they might benefit from ongoing formaCLI’s services for the next
tion.
four years. Bishop Iffert
The data collected during Lent 2023 will be
said that he sees all of this
used in the development of the visioning and
as “an answer to his
planning process, which will continue throughprayers.”
out the summer. The goal is to have a three-year
“So often in the
strategic pastoral plan available to share with
Catholic Church when we
the people of the diocese by Fall 2023.
try to undertake these Members of the Deanery Pastoral Council listen as
“That’s sort of the 30,000-foot overview of
things, we try to undertake Bishop Iffert explains the new leadership
the process that we’re setting,” Bishop Iffert
them without an invest- development program that will be led by Catholic
said.
ment in resources,” said Leadership Institute.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS

• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

C om plete Line ofLum ber and Building M aterials
Latonia Ave.at 35th St. • C ovington K Y • 581-0400
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CAMPUS MINISTER

SAINT MARY AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
in Alexandria is looking to hire two special people.
One for a teacher's aide position and the other for a
cashier position. These positions requires someone
18 years or older who loves to work with children.
This is ideal for college students or retirees as hours
and days worked are flexible. Responsibilities include,
but are not limited to: assistance with homework and
actively supervising and engaging children ages
Kindergarten through Eighth grade. Hours are from
1:30 to 6:15, five days a week.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will be full time,
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and
opportunities for a full living and development of
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating
timely and effective communications with students
and parents, including regularly updating the website, Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in
young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

If you are looking for a very rewarding job with
competitive wages, please contact Dee Manning at
859-635-4531 or at msdeemanning@fuse.net.
Come join the fun and be part of our great team!!

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront
Condominium Rentals
1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or
text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.

B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

PART TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED
For More information contact
Fr. Michel Greer 859-431-5320

The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to
apply for the position of Benefits Coordinator, a
position that is opening due to a retirement. The
Benefits Coordinator inputs, manipulates, and
monitors information relative to health insurance
and other coverages for priests and for lay
employees of the parishes and schools of the
diocese. Responsibilities include maintaining
several payroll and benefits systems, monthly
and quarterly billing, periodic small-scale mailings,
bookkeeping, and ongoing member relations.
The candidate we seek for this position will be a
practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church, who has a natural attention to detail, a
familiarity with basic accounting, and skills with
interpersonal communications. Please send a letter
of interest, resume with compensation history,
and references with contact email addresses by
email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859-392-1589.

ST. TIMOTHY FULL-TIME
CAFETERIA MANAGER

Moore’s Painting

ST JOHN, COVINGTON

BENEFITS COORDINATOR

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information
on placing your ad
in the Classified Advertisements.
859) 392-1500

This position is 6 hours daily, Monday through Friday.
This position requires general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Damn suicide, not its victims
(Continued from page 5)

despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have
taken their own lives. By ways known to Him alone, God
can provide the opportunity for salutary repentance. The
Church prays for persons who have taken their own lives’
(#2283). Therefore, we do offer the Mass for the repose of
the soul of a suicide victim, invoking God’s tender love
and mercy, and his healing grace for the grieving loved
ones.”
And so, come with me, if you will, into the minds of
the learned, one of whom, Shaun McAfee, O.P., boldly
states that, “Suicide is a difficult topic for many, even
hopeful Catholics. It’s also a topic of confusion. Many persist to say that no matter what, victims of suicide will go
to hell,” to which your columnist humbly adds … “hogwash!” I can hear Shaun saying, “Right on, brother!”
Allow me to refer you to his exceptional treatise:
(https://www.ncregister.com/blog/what-the-church-saysabout-suicide)
Another clear and bold treatment of another topic,
“Funeral Masses for a Suicide,” written by Father Edwin

McNamara as A ZENIT DAILY DISPATCH (ZENIT
International News Agency) concludes, among many
items of interest about suicide, that “Canon law no longer
specifically mentions suicide as an impediment to funeral
rites or religious sepulture.” Father McNamara’s followup section entitled “Funeral Masses” is outstanding. He
is a professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum
Pontifical University.
Noted psychiatrist Aaron Kheriaty’s brilliant and
intense study of actor Robin Williams’ struggle and suicide is a must read, especially if one wants to learn more
basics about depression and its related problems. He is
the co-author of “The Catholic Guide to Depression.” One
cannot read his words and not connect with his determination to find ways to treat mental illness. For example,

“We should begin with the premise that science and religion, reason and faith are in harmony. Our task is to integrate insights from all these sources — medicine, psychology, the Bible and theology — in order to understand
mental illness and to help others to recover from it. In
cases where recovery proves difficult or impossible, we
pray for the departed and never abandon those who struggle.”
Dr. Kheriaty is associate professor of psychiatry and
human behavior at the University of California, Irvine,
School of Medicine.
And now, Dear Reader, thank you. We must leave for a
very important Mass.
Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for
the Diocese of Covington.

Seniors Have Fun,
Make Friends and Get Fit

Religious orders call
for international
intervention in Haiti
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Religious orders working
in Haiti have called on the international community to
directly intervene to address the reign of terror of armed
gangs they described as “diabolical, frightening and unacceptable.” The same gangs are responsible for nearly four
kidnappings a day in 2022 and violence that killed more
than 200 and forced 3,000 to flee their homes during July
alone. In an Aug. 4 open letter to Najat Maalla M’jid, U.N.
special rapporteur on violence against children, the
Justice Coalition of Religious — made up of 20 religious
orders — urged the international community “to respond
swiftly and effectively to the atrocities occurring in Haiti.”
In a document of testimonies published by the coalition,
Passionist Father Rick Frechette, a doctor in Port-auPrince, said “99% of people on the street want a foreign
military force to save them.” He described the situation on
the streets of Port-au-Prince as “Somalia-type battles.”
The coalition letter noted that the “Haitian state has failed
in its sovereign obligation to protect the population.” It
diverged from a July 29 statement from the Haitian bishops’ conference, which said state authority must be
restored and that the government must take immediate
action to “disarm the gangs, to allow the police to tackle
violent crime and create a climate of serenity and confidence.” The bishops’ message stopped short of calling for
action from the international community.

Join Sports of All Sorts and enjoy a variety of special programs and events
geared toward seniors’ health and wellness.
Connect with some of the many seniors that visit our facility, daily.

Sports of All Sorts Silver Sneakers Program classes are free to members
and anyone eligible for Healthways SilverSneakers Program.
Join today and grow stonger, wiser and happier!
Group Fitness Classes weekly,
Monday – Friday mornings

Also offering

Senior-Friendly FITNESS CENTER

STS. PETER AND PAUL
AND PRINCE OF PEACE
PART-TIME
CAFETERIA MANAGERS
This position is 4 hours daily, Monday through Friday.
This position requires general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

Pickleball – Offered Monday – Friday
from 7:00 am – 3:30 pm

youth leagues

FREE Pickleball Lessons available
for members

for basketball,

Walk the basketball courts – 20 laps
around court1 = 1 miles
Bowling – FREE bowling for Seniors
on Tuesday’s from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Euchre – 1x/month (seasonally)
Free Coffee available weekday mornings
for members
Senior “Lunch & Learn” sessions
(Last Monday/month – check our schedule)
Special Social Events and Parties

Monday
Group Class 9:45am
Group Class 10:50am

Thursday
Pickleball 8:30-10am
Cardio Fit 10:15am

Tuesday
Walkfit 9:00
Bowling 10:30am

Friday
Group Class 9:45am
Group Class 10:50am

Wednesday
Group Class 9:45am
Group Class 10:50am

(see
sportsofallsortsky.com/fitness
for our complete fitness
class schedule)

volleyball,
soccer,
flag football
and bowling

Join today! Call Sports of All Sorts at 859-372-7754
or email: director.soas@sportsofallsortsky.com
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Seminarians enjoy last bit of summer break at cookout

The Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky, held its annual cookout for seminarians, Aug. 4, at The White House at President’s Park, Ft. Mitchell. Serrans welcomed Bishop John
Iffert and the diocese’s six seminarians for a casual luncheon together before the seminarians head back to seminary. The Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky, is a group of
Catholic men and women who pray and work to foster vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life. Club members are also committed growing in knowledge of the Catholic
faith and to become better Catholics through prayer and acts of stewardship. For information about the Serra Club visit www.serranky.com.
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NEWS BRIEFS
National/World

Archbishop apologizes for harms
caused by nuclear weapons industry
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A New Mexico archbishop whose
archdiocese is home to two major federal nuclear weapons
research facilities and an Air Force base apologized for the
atomic bombings of Japan and to Indigenous New Mexicans,
uranium miners and scientists suffering from ill health related
to the nuclear weapons industry. Archbishop John C. Wester of
Santa Fe said the time has come for the world to fervently work
to undertake the long process to achieve nuclear disarmament.
He made the comments in a homily during a Mass Aug. 9
marking the 77th anniversary of the bombing of Nagasaki,
Japan. The atomic bomb blast over Nagasaki was the second in
four days carried out by the U.S. military in 1945. The first use
of an atomic bomb in war occurred Aug. 6, 1945, over
Hiroshima, Japan. The twin bombings led to an estimated
214,000 deaths and led to the end of the World War II. “I am sorrowful for the death, destruction and suffering (the bombs)
caused, just as your government should be sorrowful for the
death, destruction and suffering it caused during World War
II,” Archbishop Wester said during the Mass livestreamed from
the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi in Albuquerque.
He called on American and Japanese people to “drive the international will to ensure that nuclear weapons are never used
again.”

Catholic prayers for peace interrupted
after alleged assault on officer

the park without providing a reason. The Catholic peace
activists calmly gathered their banner that read,
“Remembering the pain, repenting the sin, reclaiming the
future,” and kept moving their service along to an area that led
toward the White House. “It’s like the Stations of the Cross,”
said a calm Art Laffin, of the movable prayer service. Laffin is
a member of the Dorothy Day Catholic Worker in Washington,
which organized the event.

“Perpetrators of these crimes need to know that they cannot
continue to act with impunity. We are collecting and preserving
the evidence so that they will one day be held to account,” said
Nicholas Koumjian, head of the IIMM.

U.N. report: Myanmar junta ‘committing
systematic crimes against humanity’

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security said Aug. 8 that it was set to end, in “a quick, and
orderly, manner,” a Trump-era policy that keeps asylum-seekers
out of the country while they wait for immigration courts to
hear their cases. The Biden administration has battled legal
impediments since its first day in office to end the Migrant
Protection Protocols, popularly known as “Remain in Mexico,”
created in late 2018 by the Trump administration and implemented in January 2019. Since then, under MPP, individuals
asking for asylum at U.S. border crossings — or in between
ports of entry after crossing — were given paperwork and
scheduled for a hearing for an asylum claim, then told to return
to the Mexico side to wait out the process. But many immigrant
supporters said that put people in danger as cartels near the
border preyed on them and they faced kidnapping, extorsion,
assault and, in some cases rape, as they struggled to survive
each day in dangerous border towns. Official figures show that
under this program, 70,000 people have been forced to wait in
Mexico, with the majority of them coming from places such as
Venezuela and Nicaragua, which are both experiencing political and economic turmoil. DHS said those enrolled will be
allowed to enter during their next scheduled court date. But
even if they enter, there is no guarantee they will be allowed to
stay. It just means they can wait out the process in the U.S.

YANGON, Myanmar — Myanmar’s military junta has committed crimes against humanity amid ongoing conflicts in the
country following the coup last year, said a new report by the
United Nations. The U.N. Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar said in its annual report Aug. 9 that
sexual and gender-based crimes, including rape and other
forms of sexual violence, and crimes against children have
been perpetrated systematically by members of the security
forces and armed groups. Since starting operations three years
ago, the IIMM has collected more than 3 million pieces of information from almost 200 sources; these include interview statements, documentation, videos, photographs, geospatial
imagery and social media material, reported ucanews.com.
“There are ample indications that since the military seized
power in February 2021, crimes have been committed in
Myanmar on a scale and in a manner that constitutes a widespread and systematic attack against a civilian population, and
the nature of potential criminality is also expanding,” the
report said. It said this includes the execution of four prodemocracy activists July 25, after the report was prepared.

Asylum-seekers will be allowed in as
DHS ends ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy

WASHINGTON — An Aug. 9 event by Catholics to promote
peace in the world was interrupted by what the U.S. Secret
Service said was an unprovoked assault on one of its officers.
Catholic peace activists had gathered just outside the fence
encircling the White House, where U.S. President Harry S.
Truman likely made the decision to drop an atomic bomb on
two Japanese cities 77 years earlier. The activists had displayed
photos depicting the destructive consequences of that decision
and to pray that it never happens again. But their annual event
promoting peace encountered its first interruption when a U.S.
Secret Service agent began yelling at tourists and the bevy of
protesters who habitually gather in the area to evacuate
toward an adjacent park. The agency later said one of its officers was physically assaulted but did not release details. A
group of officers could be seen holding an individual, whom
the agency later said was arrested but did not name. After the
Catholic group and protesters and tourists moved to a green
area called Lafayette Park, also in proximity of the president’s
residence, they were again interrupted as officers evacuated
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