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Diocese of Covington welcomes pro-life initiative
‘Walking with Moms in Need,’ aiming to ‘walk in
the shoes’ of vulnerable mothers and families
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Parish representatives and pro-life
allies of the Diocese of Covington gathered, Aug. 10, to discuss new and ongoing
initiatives in the diocese to support
mothers and families in a post-Dobbs
community.
The Supreme Court decision on
Dobbs, which overturned Roe v. Wade
and delegated the decision of abortion to
individual states and their representatives, was a major step in ensuring the
sanctity of life from natural conception.
However, in the wake of this decision,
Bishop Iffert recognizes the needs of
mothers and families in need and hopes
to continue to assist in ensuring the safety and stability of both mother and child
with the new initiative, Walking with
Moms in Need.
Established by the United States
Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Baker photos
(USCCB), Walking with Moms in Need is
described as “an opportunity for a time
Faye Roch, director, Pro-Life Office, and Bishop John Iffert of the Diocese of Covington
of service in which Catholic parishes
address community members gathered, Aug. 10, for a meeting discussing new and ongoing
and communities ‘walk in the shoes’ of
pro-life initiatives in the Diocese of Covington.
local pregnant and parenting women and
families in need.”
ticipate in helping mothers. “And you know, our parishes are just so
The initiative aims to “see parishes come together to help moth- full of so many gifts, we have people who have so many different
ers and families in their own parish community,” and it began with gifts and talents.”
the August 10 meeting, where Faye Roch, director of Pro-life Office
“Thank you all for being willing to consider what your parishes
for the Diocese of Covington, invited the gathered members of the might do to be a part of (Walking with Moms and Need), and what
community to take part in proceeding with this initiative in their your parishes might always be doing,” said Bishop Iffert, “we’re
parish and local communities.
going to put our resources where our mouth is!”
“You can use whatever gifts that you have within your parish to
Resources for Walking with Moms in Need can be found online at
place at the service of this mission,” said Mrs. Roch, encouraging https://covdio.org/pro-life/ or at https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/.
parishioners to work with their parishes and pro-life leaders to par-

Catholic Conference of Kentucky
urges voters to Vote “Yes”
on #2 for Life this November

Baker photo

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

As pro-life allies of the Diocese of Covington gathered to discuss further initiatives
to assist mothers and families in a pro-Dobbs Kentucky, Jason Hall, executive director
of the Catholic Conference of Kentucky, and Addia Wuchner, executive director of
Kentucky Right to Life,
encouraged those present to
support the “Vote Yes for
Life” campaign. Vote Yes for
Life informs voters to vote
“Yes” on #2 in the upcoming
Nov. 8 election.
This important legislation would affirm that there
is no right to an abortion or
the funding for abortion in
the Kentucky Constitution.
“I urge people to just
vote,” said Mr. Hall, “if we
get the turnout among people that already agree with
(this legislation), we can
patently get this done.”

Jason Hall, Executive Director of the Catholic
Conference of Kentucky, addresses parish
representatives and pro-life allies at a meeting for pro-life initiatives, Aug. 10.
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St. Patrick Parish celebrates 175 years
among “a great cloud of witnesses”
Comparing those founding ancestors to an overly
enthusiastic parent cheering on their child at a socSt. Patrick Parish, Maysville, kicked-off a year- cer game, Bishop Iffert said, “they are praying for us
long celebration of the parish’s 175th anniversary, and shouting for us and encouraging us and singing
Aug. 14, with Mass celebrated by Bishop John Iffert. hymns of praise. They’re here in this church with us
Concelebrating priests included Father Andrew today; this church is filled with saints and angels who
Young, pastor and parish son; Father Michael Black, accompany us and they are with you with every day
parochial vicar; Father Joseph Gallenstein, parish of your lives when we have to make every little moral
son; and Father Albert Ruschman. A reception was decision that is set before us. We’re not alone. Here in
held after Mass.
this parish we have more than 175
Reflecting on the day’s Second Reading “Since we years of those examples.”
St. Patrick Parish
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
Father Young thanked Bishop
2021 Statistics
us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings Iffert for celebrating Mass and preto us and persevere in running the race that lies sented him with a gift from the
Households:
708
before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus,” parish — a miter. Bishop Iffert
School pupils:
210
(above) At the consecration (from left) Father Joseph
(Heb 12:1-4) Bishop Iffert encouraged parishioners to thanked the people for their generosBaptisms:
19
Gallenstein, Deacon Charles Hardebeck, Bishop Iffert, Father
share the stories of those parishioners who had come ity, acknowledging that the miter and
Andrew Young and Father Jordan Hainsey.
before them.
crosier he was using that day was
First Communicants: 15
(below) Music for the 175th celebration featured hymns sung
“I hope over this next year, as you celebrate your also gifted to him from the parish at
Confirmations:
6
in English and Spanish. St. Patrick Parish has a growing
175th, you will turn to the stories of the lives of those his installation as Bishop of
Hispanic community and Father Michael Black, parochial
people who have come before us,” Bishop Iffert said. Covington. As a gift from the diocese
Marriages:
9
vicar, is bilingual.
“Here in the 175 years of St. Patrick Parish, there on the celebration of the parish’s
Deaths:
25
must be those who knew the Scriptures inside and 175th anniversary and in acknowlout and who lived them and who inspired you and edging its German heritage (in addiothers.
tion to its Irish heritage), Bishop
Iffert presented Father Young with a relic of
175th Jubilee
St. Boniface. St. Boniface was an English
This year, St. Patrick Church celebrates its 175th Jubilee.
Benedictine monk whose mission and minThe parish is planning monthly events to mark this
istry in the eighth century to the German
milestone achievement of Catholicism in Mason County
people gave him the popular title as “Apostle
that will be open to all. The following are some of those
to the Germans.”
planned monthly celebrations.
In a telephone interview, Aug. 16, Father
Young said that a hallmark of St. Patrick
August
October
Parish and its greatest strength is its family
Aug. 21, 22 and 23, Parish Walk for Life
community.
Mission with Father Jim
Knights of Columbus
“We try to cultivate a family environSichko, “60 Minutes for
Breakfast
ment with the school and with the parish,”
Jesus,” 7 p.m.
Church Tours
Father Young said. “We all work together
September
and we continue to build up what we have. I
Visit the parish website
Sept. 9–11, Fall Festival
www.stpatmaysville.com
like to emphasize to people that this is a real
Sept. 9, Alumni
for details.
gem that we’ve received from our ancestors
recognition at 5:15 p.m.
and those who came before us and now it’s
Mass, graduating classes
our job to maintain and grow and try our
ending in 2 or 7
best to build on what we’ve been given.”
Father Young mentioned that during a
“There must be teachers who served here at St. recent school accreditation process, the surveyor
Patrick’s Church who lived the faith and shared that mentioned that each person was asked to describe
with the coming generation.
the school in one word. Every person’s response was
“There must be parents who poured themselves “family.” “It was amazing to hear,” he said.
out for the love of their children, dutifully passing on
A big part of creating and maintaining that famtheir faith to their loved ones.
ily atmosphere comes from the very active Knights
“There must be those who cared for the sick dur- of Columbus and its Ladies’ Auxiliary. “A lot of our
ing time of plague, time of epidemic, even at the risk parishioners are involved with that,” Father Young
of their own lives, who lived that love of Jesus Christ. said. Another active ministry that receives parish“There must be those here this place, where ioner support is the parish’s Pro-Life ministry,
Catholics are minority, facing bias and the discrimi- which hosts a pro-life walk each October. But by far
(above left) Bishop Iffert raises the miter gifted to him by the parishioners of
nation of community members around them, and the greatest ministry that receives the most parish
St. Patrick Parish in celebration of the parish’s 175th anniversary.
with kindness and love they gave witness to the support is St. Patrick School — the diocese’s only
(above right) Father Andrew Young accepts a relic of St. Boniface from Bishop Iffert,
Catholic faith and formed those relationships with Pre-K through 12th grade parochial school. “It’s our
a gift from the Diocese of Covington in recognition of the jubilee.
our Christian neighbors.
main mission,” Father Young said about the school.
(below left and right) Parishioners greet Bishop Iffert after Mass.
“There must be those pastors who led this comIn its beginnings, St. Patrick Parish received a lot
munity with faith and diligence, with courage and of support from other Christian churches in Mason
devotion and love.
County. Cooperation with area churches is still
“There must be those people who practice gen- important to the parish. Father Young is an active
erosity and were always there to care for the needs of member of the Limestone Ministerial Association,
the poor.
meeting monthly with about 30 church leaders from
“There must be people who suffered losses and Mason County and the surrounding area.
suffering and came through their own dark night and
“There’s a good core group that works well with
then found the courage in the Lord Jesus Christ to each other and we share when we have events hapaccompany others in their grief.
pening in our parishes and people attend each
“There must be these holy people and examples other’s events,” he said.
and saints here in the life of St. Patrick Parish. I
And St. Patrick Parish and School have a good
encourage you this year to raise them up, to talk reputation in the community.
about them, to share those stories; not only to remem“I pretty frequently get comments from people,
ber them but also to understand that they are the thanking me,” Father Young said. “They will say,
crowd of witnesses with love for you and your own ‘I’m not Catholic, but I appreciate how the Catholic
success and your own faithfulness and your own liv- Church stands by what it believes.’”
ing out the fire of the Holy Spirit. You are supported
For a related article on the history of St. Patrick
by this cloud of witnesses who are there in the stands Parish see page 14.
cheering you on as you run this race of endurance.”
Laura Keener
Editor

Keener photos
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CDP Associates — serving up God’s providential care to those in need
Staff report

Recently, a group of
associates of the Sisters of
Divine Providence of
Kentucky took on the ministry of cooking and serving home-cooked meals to
guests at the year-round
Emergency Shelter of
Northern Kentucky at its
brand-new facility at 436
W. 13th St. in Covington.
The associates chose
this ministry as a way of
carrying out their mission
statement which, states, in
part, “act as instruments
of God’s providence for
the world by practicing the
spiritual and corporal
works of mercy.” Feeding

(above) Associates of the Sisters of Divine Providence, Melbourne, cook and
serve meals to the guests at the Emergency Shelter of Northern Kentucky,
Covington. The shelter is open year-round providing food and shelter for
local people experiencing homelessness.

the hungry and giving
drink to the thirsty, of
course, are two of those
corporal works of
mercy.
The associates have
a history of donating
food to the shelter, and
that became the impetus for wanting to do
more than just drop off
food supplies.
“This would make
us part of the community, not just shadows in
the background, and it
gives us a chance to lead
by example,” Colleen
Smith said.
The six associates
involved represent vari-

ous ages and come from different walks of life that include
teacher, technician, nurse, homemaker, florist, parents and
grandparents.
“We’re grateful for the ability to be God’s hands and heart
to a room full of hungry folks,” said Terri Muennich,” and
she added that the guests, both gracious and grateful, fully
enjoyed the Italian meal of spaghetti with made-from-scratch
sauce, fresh baked zucchini with peppers and onions, homemade bread rolls and dessert.
Ms. Smith pointed out that while the group of associates
cooked and served on site, it was impressive how many “background” people contributed to the effort through donations of
food ingredients and money. Divine Providence Sister Janet
Marie Bucher came to lend a helping hand in the kitchen.
The 66 guests, ranging in age from twenties to seventies
and all going through rough times, were clean, polite and
respectful, and they touched the servers’ hearts deeply.
“We definitely received more than we gave and came away
with a deep sense of fulfillment,” Donna Esposito said. “We’re
all looking forward to continuing these corporal works of
mercy.”

‘Sweet Dreams’ from St. Vincent de Paul
Northern Kentucky and you
Staff report

Research indicates that a good night’s sleep helps children perform better in school. Without a bed to call their
own, children may be restless and tired during the school
day. St. Vincent de Paul of Northern Kentucky’s “Sweet
Dreams” bed program provides a bed to a child now sleeping on the floor or in a chair.
Beds not only provide a good night’s rest but ensure
families can stay together. Anyone seeking custody or kinship of a child in Kentucky must provide a bed for each
child. This can be a financial burden, especially with
recent inflation in rent and food. The Sweet Dreams bed
program helps families in need and allows them to save
money to meet their monthly financial obligations, such as
rent and utilities. Here’s just one example of how the
Sweet Dreams program has helped a family be together.
Shannon escaped a domestic violence situation two
years ago. Since then, she has worked toward regaining
custody of her three children while getting back on her
feet, working as a hairdresser. Now, after two years of saving, she has saved enough money for an apartment for her-

self and h-er children. Shannon will be able to receive full
custody of her children once she has a bed for each of
them at her new home. She reached out to St. Vincent de
Paul to see if they could help with beds and was able to
receive three brand new beds for each child through their
Sweet Dreams bed program.
It’s only through the generosity of the community that
St. Vincent de Paul is able to provide beds to children 16
years and younger, seniors over the age of 65, and the disabled. They are especially grateful to the following foundations for their financial support of nearly $80,000 to support the program in the past year: The Pfau Foundation,
Diocese of Covington Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal
(DPAA), PNC Charitable Trusts/Schroth Family
Foundation, Marge and Charles Schott Foundation,
Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels and the Fifth
Third Foundation — Ohio Valley Foundation.
If someone is in need of a bed, call St. Vincent de Paul
NKY’s helpline at (859) 341-3219, Monday through Friday, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. To donate to the Sweet Dreams Bed Program,
visit www.svdpnky.org.

Father Comer to begin a series of talks on
foundations of the Eucharist
Staff report

The Church in the United States has begun a three year
process of National Eucharistic Renewal. This process is
in response to a very troubling loss of faith in the
Eucharist, as the Catholic Church believes and teaches it,
among the Catholic people. With a special focus on the
Eucharist over these three years it is hoped that Church
leaders will be able to help people to understand the
Church’s teaching on the Eucharist,
and to embrace it.
In an upcoming series of talks,
Father Michael Comer, pastor,
Mother of God Parish, Covington, is
taking a foundational approach to
catechesis on the Eucharist by inviting everyone to journey back in the
Old Testament to uncover the roots of
the Church’s teaching on the
Eucharist. The series begins
Thursday, Sept. 8 with a morning session at 10:30 a.m. which is then
repeated in the evening at 6:30 p.m., at
Mother of God Church. This series
will be based on the book, “Jesus and
the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist:
Unlocking the Secrets of the Last
Supper,” by Brad Pitre.
“This book, ‘Jesus and the Jewish
Roots of the Eucharist,’ is one of the
best that I have read in a number of

years about the Eucharist,” said Father Comer. “I especially like the way in which Pitre helps us to see that what
Jesus did at the Last Supper — when he instituted the
Sacrament of the Eucharist — was the fulfillment of a
number of Old Testament prophecies and Old Testament
pre-figurements.”
The Passover meal, the manna in the desert, the offering of sacrifices in the Temple, the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, are all
preparation for the coming of Jesus,
and for the Eucharist, and the ongoing Real Presence of Jesus among us
in the Blessed Sacrament, Father
Comer said.
Brad Pitre has a doctorate in
Scripture
from
Notre
Dame
University, and has been a professor
of Scripture at Notre Dame Seminary
in New Orleans. He is the author of a
number of books showing the intimate connection between the Old
Testament and Christ. These include,
“Jesus: The Bridegroom,” “The Case
for Jesus,” “Jesus and The Jewish
Roots of Mary,” and several more.
The book is available on Amazon
and other booksellers, including regular book stores, and Catholic book
stores, or it can be downloaded to
Kindle, I-pad or other readers.

Vincentian provincial visits Covington
(center right) Father Joshy Kottackal, provincial
superior for the St. Thomas Province, Vincentian
Congregation, visited with Bishop John Iffert, Aug. 10.
The Diocese of Covington is blessed to have two
Vincentian priests ministering in the diocese:
(left) Father Baiju Kidaagen, pastor, St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood and (right) Father Jacob Varghese, pastor,
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, California.

Bishop’s
Schedule

Aug. 20
Society of St. Vincent de
Paul meeting, Blessed
Sacrament Church
undercroft, 10 a.m.

Aug. 25
DPAA recognition
celebration, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium,
Covington, 6:30 p.m.

Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption,
Covington, 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 26
Covington Catholic High
School Mass, St. Agnes
Church, Ft. Wright, 10 a.m.

Aug. 21
Mass, St. James Parish,
Brooksville, 8 a.m.
Aug. 23
Advisory Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.
Priests’ Continuing
Education meeting, 2 p.m.
Aug. 24-25
CCK and Province meetings,
Louisville, 11:30 a.m.

Aug. 27
Diocesan Scouting summit,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, 8:30 a.m.
Vigil Mass, Cathedral
Basilica, 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 28
Catholic Charities CaSSba
celebration, Drees Pavilion,
Covington, 3 p.m.
Mass, Mother of God Parish,
Covington, 9:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.
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Integrating Gospel values with consumer choices
The introduction to the “National Directory for
Catechesis” addresses “Challenges to Catechesis.” In that
synthesis, among the various cultural and social conditions
that might hinder assimilation of beliefs and moral judgments, the directory
identifies “the conCOMMENTARY
sumerism and materialism that dominate the
culture of the United
States.” Thus, in the
renewal of effective catechesis there is a need to
develop methods of formation that will aid persons “break the ‘buy,
use, buy again, use
again’ cycle and yet
relate these forms of
everyday decision making to the integration of
Gospel values in their
Father Ronald Ketteler
lives.”
Without doubt, cultural critics offer ample evidence for
the hegemony of consumerism and materialism in national life. For instance, in “What Money Can’t Buy: The Moral
Limits of Markets” (2012) Michael J. Sandel, the highly
respected political philosopher, explored the question as to
whether a growing “market society” was jettisoning basic
moral and civic goods that serve as a precondition for a
humanly balanced “market economy.”
In the same vein, more than a decade before, the late
Jean Bethke Elshtain, (d. 2013) had published “Who Are
We? Critical Reflections and Hopeful Possibilities” (2000).
An approach distinctive to her study was the incorporation
of an ethical-religious critique of the burgeoning culture of
consumerism.
“Who Are We?” introduced a distinction between a
“cash economy” and a Christian vision of a “gift economy.”
Professor Elshtain specifically invoked a religious
metaphor — “the prideful self ” — to name the root cause of
the ensuing spiritual malaise spawned by a dominant “cash
economy.”
In a chapter entitled “Forgetting That We Are Fallen:
The Prideful Self,” the late Laura Spellman, professor of
Social and Political Ethics at the University of Chicago,
had developed a political-cultural interpretation of the
“prideful self.” The ethos of a “cash economy” emerges
from the “prideful self ” and creates a way of life that
“undermines commitments of stewardship in favor of
looking out for number one — one’s self, one’s company.”
From a religious perspective, growth in wealth and capital carries inherent risks when men and women become
forgetful of their status as creatures — “begotten and interdependent.” Hence, the gravitational pull of pride will militate against “intrinsic barriers to this striving” after
wealth and status undermine the needed motivation for
“taming acts of self-overcoming.”
In a “cash economy” Americans tend to become trapped
“in the maw of work, consumption, more work, more consumption ...” Advertising, in turn, appeals to “the self consumed by consumption.”
As a corrective, a culture inspired by a “gift-economy” is
needed to displace and recover from the milieu of the burgeoning American “consumerist-commodifiable” ideology.
Otherwise, the understanding of the human person will be
more and more reduced to a one-dimensional economic
function. Such an ideology places a price tag on everything
— “Nothing is holy, sacred, or off-limits in a world in which
everything is for sale.”
With regard to this assumption, the author clarified
that “Adam Smith and the great classical economists never
advocated marketizing all aspects of human life, even as
they insisted that the market itself required moral limits
and frameworks.”
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The temptation to reinterpret human reality — from
family to body parts — in “econometric terms” represents
a “structure of sin.”
In “Families and Trust: Connecting Private Lives to
Civic Goods,” (“Chicago Studies.” 2000), Professor Elshtain
again pursued an analysis of a “cash economy” contrasted
against a “gift economy.” Consistent with the findings of
the Council of Families in America and the Council of
Civil Society, Professor Elshtain contended that time

‘Thus a great deal of educational and
cultural work is urgently needed,
including education of consumers in the
responsible use of their power of choice,
the formation of a strong sense
of responsibility among producers and
among people in the mass media in particular,
as well as the necessary intervention
by public authorities.’ …
– St. John Paul II, “Centesimus Annus,” n. 36.

becomes the top priority of American parents — “They are
on the treadmill, they say, and can’t get off.”
“Overworked and overspent” parents become concerned
that their children are being lost to “an increasingly materialistic and violent culture.”
In the long run, families, civic and church life are
diminished by the trap of the “cash economy.” At the same
time, she conceded that “voluntary simplicity” is clearly
not a realistic option for most: “…. many Americans are
not in a position to step back from the economic treadmill.
They are just barely keeping their heads above water. Many
other Americans, caught up in our own version of success,
believing, wrongly, that their children are better off with
more things than hours with their parents, cannot see their
way through to an alternative. They are trapped in a pattern of habituation that precludes glimpsing some better or
more decent — one is tempted to say more Christian —
way.”
According to Professor Elshtain, a “gift economy” is
inspired by Jesus of Nazareth: “Christianity teaches us
that we are born to community. It is God’s desire that we
move out of solitude and into communion … Our selfawareness is both an achievement and a gift.”
Creation of men and women in the image of God, therefore, is authentically mirrored in communion among persons. Communion entails “the gift of self to another,” a reciprocity that discloses “divine communion.” In a word, persons by nature exist “for” one another.
Yet, when the unrelenting need to earn and spend more
dictates lifestyles “wholly given over to a fast-paced life,”
being consumed by consumption negates the capacity for
becoming gift to another.
The thought of this prominent scholar in political philosophy and religion resonates well with a key theme in
Pope-Emeritus Benedict’s XVI’s social encyclical “Caritas
in Veritate” (“Charity in Truth,” 2009), namely, “an economy of gratuitousness and of communion.” The encyclical
focuses Church social doctrine on justice and charity more
specifically on the macro-economic implications of the
global economy.
The introduction to “Caritas in Veritate” encapsulates
the relationship of charity to justice: “Justice is the primary way of charity” and by protecting human rights is
concerned with building “the earthly city according to law
and justice.”

(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
1125 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41011-3115.
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date.
Subscriptions, address changes: Contact Circulation Dept. at above address.

“The logic of giving and forgiving” of charity transcends justice as a foundation for a humanly authentic
political economy: “The earthly city is promoted not merely by relationships of rights and duties, but to an even
greater and more fundamental extent by relationships of
gratuitousness, mercy and communion.” (CIV, n. 6)
In the centennial encyclical “Centesimus Annus” (“On
the Hundredth Anniversary of ‘Rerum Novarum,’” 1991),
St. John Paul II had called attention to the need for an
appeal to an authentic vision of the human person and the
authentic human good in the response on the part of the
world’s advanced nations to the ethical challenges of a
global economy.
On this matter, “Centesimus Annus” identifies the
moral flaws inherent in the current phenomenon of consumerism: “The manner in which new needs arise and are
defined is always marked by a more or less appropriate concept of man and his true good.” In effect, the phenomenon
of consumerism must be morally counteracted “by a comprehensive picture of man which respects all dimensions of
his being and which subordinates his material and instinctive dimensions to interior and spiritual ones.” (CA, n. 36)
The late Holy Father’s centennial encyclical concludes:
“It is not wrong to want to live better; what is wrong is a
style of life which is presumed to be better when it is
directed toward ‘having’ rather than ‘being,’ and which
wants to have more, not in order to be more but to spend
life in enjoyment as an end in itself.”
Consumerism reduces the meaning of life to one-dimension, namely, that of economic freedom which falsifies and
diminishes fully human development. Thus, prescinding
from the ethical and religious dimension of the human person, the economic system “has been weakened, and ends by
limiting itself to the production and consumption of
goods.” (CA, n. 39)
Earlier, in the encyclical “Sollicitudo Rei Socialis” (“On
Social Concern,” 1987), St. John Paul synthesized the difference between ‘having’ and ‘being’ as set forth in “Gaudium
et Spes” (“The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World”) at the Second Vatican Council and in Pope
Paul VI’s encyclical “Populorum Progressio” (“On the
Development of Peoples,” 1967).
“Sollicitudo Rei Socialis” interpreted those philosophical concepts: “To ‘have’ objects and goods does not in itself
perfect the human subject, unless it contributes to the
maturing and enrichment of that subject’s ‘being,’ that is to
say unless it contributes to the realization of the human
vocation as such.” (SRS, n. 28)
St. John Paul II highlighted the injustice of international inequality: “One of the greatest injustices in the contemporary world consists precisely in this: that the ones who
possess much are relatively few and those who possess
almost nothing are many.”
The late Holy Father judged this situation as “the injustice of the poor distribution of the goods and services
intended for all.”
In “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel,” 2013)
Pope Francis observed that “an economy of exclusion and
inequality” on a global scale views life as subjected to “the
laws of consumption and the survival of the fittest, where
the powerful feed upon the powerless.” In a “disposable culture,” then, men and women are endangered of being treated as “consumer goods to be used and then discarded.” (EG,
n. 53)
The Holy Father passes judgment on the injustice of
such a culture: “To sustain a lifestyle which excludes others, or to sustain enthusiasm for that selfish ideal, a globalization of indifference has developed.” (EG, n. 54)
Pope Francis confronts the anesthetizing fallout from
the social disease of “affluenza”: “The culture of prosperity deadens us.”
Msgr. Ronald Ketteler is episcopal liaison to the Messenger
and theologian in residence at Thomas More University.
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COMMENTARY

The object
of our desires
The readings for the twenty-first Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle C are: Isaiah 66:18-21;
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; and Luke 13:22-30.
If asked what the Church means by “Original Sin,” it
is likely that most people would answer that she means
the act of disobedience of Adam and Eve, and they would
be correct. Probably fewer would know that the Church
uses the term for something else as well — the fallen
state of human nature which resulted from their disobedience. The words of the
Collect for this Sunday’s
GO AND GLORIFY
Mass can lead us to understand the full import of
that fallen state.
“O God ... grant your
people to love what you
command and to desire
what you promise …”
Think about that second line for a moment.
Are we so fallen that we
need help even to desire
the best thing that could
ever happen to us, the
supreme good of everlastFather Stephen Bankemper
ing life with and in God?
The startling fact is that we are. What Original Sin
describes is a nature so wounded that it is one step from
being ruined. I invite you to meditate on that thought,
and suggest that if you take the time to let it sink in, you
will not only fully know intellectually, but also feel, why
we needed Jesus to redeem us.
How does Original Sin affect our desires? We human
beings are redeemed by Jesus’ Paschal Mystery and have
the stain and guilt of Original Sin removed in baptism,
but our human nature is still wounded; we still struggle
against what the Catechism calls “concupiscence of the
flesh” and “disordered desires” (CCC 2520). In other
words, we still have a tendency toward sinning and desiring things other than our final good and what will bring
us to it.
We might distinguish three things proper desire does
for us in the spiritual life: it keeps us on the path toward
God’s promised eternal life, gives us the will to walk the
path, and pulls us toward God’s promise.
Our disordered desires can pull us off of the path to
eternal life in two ways: we can desire evil things and fall
into sin, which takes us directly off the path if the sin is
mortal, and less directly if venial, and we can allow our
desires for temporary goods to distract us from the path
or slow down our progress. A clear and strong desire to
receive what God promises can help us evaluate earthly
desires and choose only those things that will support
our progress toward our ultimate goal. As the Collect
continues, “… that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found.”
The path to God’s promise is not always (not often?
rarely?) easy. A clear desire for the end of the path will
keep us motivated and enable us to endure the challenges
on the path. We know this even from an earthly standpoint. What keeps us going through the hard work and
difficulties of medical school or seminary, of getting a
doctoral degree or of training for the Olympics? Keeping
a clear goal in mind. And just as the difficulties of these
earthly paths are often designed into the programs, so in
the spiritual life not all of the difficulties come from
Satan.
In the second reading we will hear, “My son, do not
disdain the discipline of the Lord/ or lose heart when
reproved by him;/ for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines;/ he scourges every son he acknowledges. Endure
your trials as ‘discipline’... At the time, all discipline
seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are
trained by it.” And Jesus Himself says, in this Sunday’s
Gospel, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for
many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be
strong enough.”
(Continued on page 17)

On the ever-accelerating passage of time
In one of his Blackford Oakes novels, William F.
Buckley, Jr. had a character crack a Wagnerian joke along
these lines: What is Siegfried? Siegfried is the opera that
begins at 7 p.m. and when you wake up three hours later,
you’re shocked to find out
that it’s only 7:30.
THE CATHOLIC
That was certainly my
DIFFERENCE
experience when, in solidarity with my late fatherin-law, a wonderful man
and devout Wagner fan, I
attended the third installment of Wagner’s Ring
Cycle while living in
Seattle — in those days, one
of the few places in the
world besides Bayreuth,
Germany, that regularly
produced the Ring. Sitting
there while the caterwaulGeorge Weigel
ing droned on for what
seemed a virtual eternity, I was reminded of high school
classes that never seemed to end, the minute-hand on the
classroom clock moving at the pace of a Brontosaurus
slogging through dense Jurassic goo.
Somewhere after one’s 55th or 60th birthday, time
seems to accelerate to what Captain James T. Kirk of the
Starship Enterprise might have ordered up as “Warp
Factor Nine, Mr. Sulu.” In Cracow, recently, I had lunch
with two friends I hadn’t seen since the Pre-Plague Era
(2019), and they startled me with the reminder that we’d
first met 14 or 15 years ago. It seems just as inconceivable
that it’s been 17 years since I spent the summer speedwriting a book on the death of John Paul II and the election of Benedict XVI, or that it’s been 39 years since
Eddie Murray blasted a home run off his name on the
Veterans Stadium scoreboard and my Baltimore Orioles
last won the World Series.
I’m told by the (even) older that there is no brake applicable to this perception of time’s relentless acceleration.
Which brings me to one of the aphorisms of the late,
great Father John Courtney Murray, SJ, whose scholarly
work helped prepare the ground for the Second Vatican
Council’s Declaration on Religious Freedom — a conciliar act that ignited the Catholic human rights revolution,
which played a pivotal role in the Revolution of 1989 and

the collapse of European communism.
Father Murray liked to turn commonplace sayings
inside-out for didactic effect. For example, “If the end
doesn’t justify the means, what does?” His point was not
that a good end justifies any means to its accomplishment; the point was that the moral justification of good
means had something to do with the moral goodness of
the end being sought. Or try this: “A gentleman is never
rude save intentionally.” Good manners are good manners, a sign of Christian respect for the dignity of the
other. Sometimes, though, charity (and justice) require
stopping a miscreant in his tracks so that he recognizes
the error of his ways; and that’s when (and why) a gentleman can be deliberately rude.
But perhaps the most striking of Murray aphorisms
was phrased, if memory serves, like this: “Death is the
only thing we really have to look forward to.”
Why? Not because of death’s inevitability, but because
it is only at the moment of death, or in anticipation of it,
that we can offer back to God the entirety of our earthly
journey: in gratitude for the divine gift of life, in humble
thanks for the divine mercy, in prayerful hope of a merciful judgment, and in anticipation of a transfigured life
beyond the shadow of death. And that is something to
which we can really look forward. Because unlike anything else, it is not ephemeral.
I recently discovered a text of Pope John Paul II’s that
captures in prayer something of the essence of what
Father Murray meant. It was written on May 18, 1985, in
Belgium, where the Pope marked his 65th birthday while
on one of his pastoral pilgrimages. Poles are not that big
on birthdays — name days are more important in Polish
culture — but John Paul took the occasion to pen this act
of personal dedication:
“…If one day illness touches my mind and clouds it, I
do surrender to You even now, with [a] devotion that will
later be continued in silent adoration. If one day I were to
lie down and remain unconscious for long, it is my desire
that every hour I am given to experience this be an uninterrupted thanksgiving, and that my ultimate breath be
also a breath of love. Then, at such a moment, my soul,
guided by the hand of Mary, will face you in order to sing
your glory forever. Amen.”
Amen, indeed.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

Coincidence
When I was starting my journey to the diaconate my
spiritual director was Father Joe Rueter. At our monthly
meetings he would ask me to share my “closest moment.”
He explained he wanted to
hear about when I was
BELIEVE, TEACH,
closest to God, when I saw
PRACTICE
God’s activity in my life.
Of course I couldn’t come
up with anything the first
time since I hadn’t
thought about how God is
involved in my life.
Eventually I woke up to
the fact that many events
we see as a coincidence
could also be seen as God’s
action.
One of the closest
moments I remember
Father Rueter sharing
Deacon Michael Keller
with me was the time he
was working on a homily. He always used a commentary
as a source and kept it in a specific corner of his desk.
This time, however, the book was missing. After a while
he had to come up with the homily on his own. The following Sunday morning he gave one of his best homilies and
received several comments on it, he said. But one woman
approached him and said the homily was exactly what she
needed to hear as she was going through a bad time in her
life. Here’s the kicker, the next time Father Rueter went
into his office the book was right there where it always
was. Father Rueter saw that as God telling him to write
what that woman needed to hear.
One incident could easily be written off as coinci-

dence. But he had several other examples and I began to
notice events like this in my life also. Too many to write
them all off as coincidence.
Here’s a big one I will share. At the time I was preparing for the diaconate the pre-requisite was to complete the
two-year diocesan Ministry Development Program. These
classes were held on Thursday evenings. Midway through
the second year I accepted a position in field sales which
required a lot of overnight travel. As a result I missed
some of the classes. And since this was part of diaconate
formation, I wouldn’t be accepted into the deacon formation program.
As it turned out, the bishop decided that beginning
with my class, deacon formation would be at the
Athenaeum in Cincinnati, meeting on weekends.
Coincidence? Maybe, but like Father Reuter, I’ve had too
many things like this happen to me to see them all as coincidences.
Recently, I attended a presentation by Mother
Seraphina with the Rose Garden Home Mission in
Covington. She and her Sisters are Franciscan and have
taken a vow of radical poverty — depending on donations
for everything. In the 20 minutes she spoke, she cited
about half a dozen events that happened at the Rose
Garden that some would call coincidences. Mother, of
course, doesn’t. She, like Father Rueter, sees these as
God’s hand at work in her ministry.
Listening to her took me back to my sessions with
Father Rueter and reminded me that God has a plan for
me, and for all of us. And if we pay attention we can see
him at work in our lives affirming his divine plan for us.
Deacon Michael Keller is assigned to St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Carrollton, and Transfiguration
Mission, Perry Park.
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Our Mission
Inspired by the Gospel call of Jesus Christ
to serve, the mission of Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Covington
is to promote healing, restore hope and
affirm human potential through services
that empower, voices that speak for
justice and partnerships
that strengthen communities.
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Catholic Charities’ School Counseling Program —
helping students in the classroom and at home
The other counselor was asked to come to one of the schools to
Alan Pickett
provide support to the students in that school’s summer school
Catholic Charities
Catholic Charities’ Therapeutic Counseling in Schools Program program. She went to that school two days each week to work
with classrooms and students in need. This allowed her to proprovides mental health services to students in nine Diocese of
Covington schools within Boone, Kenton and Campbell counties. vide a continuum of care to several students who had high
needs or were at risk of failing.
The school counseling program offers direct, clinical mental
Through this new extension of the program, the kinderhealth treatment in a school setting while assisting and involvgarten student was able to continue with counseling services
ing teachers and parents to enhance the student’s success with
therapy. The program is available
for any student in participating
schools and is a free service to the
family. The program removes several barriers that families face to
receiving counseling, and in many
cases is the only mental health
support these children will
encounter.
Last year, one kindergarten student was struggling at school
socially, academically and emotionally. He was a challenge for his
teacher, refusing to do his work
and often becoming angry with
his peers. He seemed to have an
overwhelming fear about being
away from home. His teacher, collaborating with his parents,
referred him to Catholic Charities’
Therapeutic Counseling program.
The counselor met with this
young boy, his parents and the
teacher to determine what the
immediate concerns were. After
the initial meeting, the counselor
over the summer. Now, both he and his
and the student began meeting
parents are better prepared to take on
weekly. It was discovered that a
that next big adventure — the first
tragic loss in the family, along with
CaSSba — ‘It’s Magic’
grade. When the school year begins, he
the stress of living in a global panAll are invited to CaSSba,
will resume school-based sessions with
demic the past two years, had left
his Catholic Charities counselor.
the child with unresolved grief and
Catholic Charities’
The impact counseling has had on
severe separation anxiety.
annual fundraising event.
this child’s progress, according to his
The school counselor worked
mother, cannot be overstated. Not only
with him, his parents and the
Proceeds help to support
did having two counselors work collaboteacher regularly. Together they set
the many programs
ratively and consistently with him and
goals, worked through his struggles
his family help him to be ready and conand, ultimately, were able to get
Catholic Charities offers — including
fident for first grade, but it also helped
him feeling better. By the end of the
its School Counseling program.
decrease the family stress level and proschool year, he had made tremenvide hope that things will continue to
dous progress. He was able to
Come to CaSSba and share in the
get better and better. Not to mention,
express his feelings, he was less fearmagic, Aug. 28, 3–7 p.m. at the Drees
meeting with his counselors is someful at school and he was talking
Pavilion, Covington.
thing that he has truly come to enjoy.
more with his peers. His teacher was
Referrals for school-based counseling
proud of him and confident in proAdmission $75.
are made through three different ways
moting him to the first grade.
Visit www.cassba.com
— by a teacher or school staff member;
For the first time, this year
by a child’s parent; or an individual child
Catholic Charities experimented with
can “self-refer” by asking to meet with
extending this program over the
a counselor. Most of the referrals are based on behavioral, edusummer, with two Catholic Charities school counselors agreeing
to work part-time over the summer months. They were available cational or developmental problems in class or at home.
to some of the students who needed ongoing care until the
Alan Pickett is executive director for Catholic Charities,
new school year resumed. One counselor came into the Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.
Charities’ office during summer hours to meet with students.

For more information about Catholic Charities — Diocese of Covington, visit us online at covingtoncharities.org or call (859) 581-8974.

Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us
with the mysteries of the universe.
Send your Spirit upon these students and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Keener photo

Back to School Supplement
THE MESSENGER • AUGUST 19, 2022
On the first day of school, Aug. 10, students at St. Philip School, Melbourne, line up to make their way to their classrooms. St. Philip School was one of the first Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Covington to begin the 2022–2023 school year. All Catholic schools in the diocese were back in session by Aug. 17.
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Jesus Christ is the reason for our schools
Bishop John Iffert
The Church is the Communion of
A few years ago I ran across a misSaints; a community of holy people and
sion statement from a Catholic High
holy things. Our fundamental work of
School that stuck with me: “forming
education is to help one another become
scholars, citizens and saints.” It
holy — to become saints. Our Catholic
became a kind of guidepost for me
School system is the largest youth minand the work of our Catholic school.
istry effort in the world!
What a pleasure then to find the
The theme of Catholic Schools Week
theme for Catholic Schools Week 2022
next speaks of Service. Service is a
– Catholic Schools: Faith, Service,
devotion to the common good. It is an
Excellence. This theme sets the same
exercise in living for others; of laying
tone as that internalized mission
down one’s life for one’s friends. In the
statement from years back. It also
public arena, service amounts to being a
does one better. The Catholic Schools
good citizen. For those with the eyes of
Week theme puts faith first.
faith to see, a life of service is a way of
Faith formation is what is clearly
being more than that. It is the stewarddistinctive about Catholic education
ship of time and talent for the building
and our schools here in the Diocese of
up of others. It is choosing to be neighCovington. We are about sharing the
bor, friend and brother or sister, in the
faith! We have established schools so
deep way Jesus uses these words and
that we can hand on the faith we have
models the lived reality of them. It is a
Bishop John Iffert
received from the Apostles, cultivate
recognition that we are to live as citithe virtues and gifts that are revealed in the Scriptures,
zens of God’s Kingdom even now.
and more fully enter into the mystery of Christ.
Finally, Excellence speaks to our desire to provide a top-

quality education that will allow our students to thrive in
whatever way God calls them to serve. We know that when
young people master skills, learn the art of critical and
analytical thinking, and develop keen interests in fields
that fuel their curiosity and passion, the world is well
served. Careers flourish. Families are supported. The body
of research and knowledge grows. The development of
peoples is fostered.
When we are able to help our students understand that
faith and reason are not opposed, but point together
toward truth, the same virtues that support excellence can
lead students and faculty to give glory to God. Grace builds
on nature.
Lately, I have noticed another vision statement often
posted near the entryways of our Catholic Schools.
Usually in calligraphy, the sign reads, “Let it be known to
all who enter here that Jesus Christ is the reason for this
school, the unseen but ever-present teacher in all its classes, the model of its faculty, and the inspiration for its students.” Amen. May it be true of our Catholic Schools this
week, and every week of every year.
Most Rev. John C. Iffert is Bishop of the Diocese of
Covington, Ky., and publisher of the Messenger, the Catholic
newspaper for the Diocese of Covington, Ky.

Being a part of a Catholic school community
Kendra McGuire
Messenger contributor

In the book of Ecclesiastes, we are reminded that “All
things have their season.” Once the first day of school
arrives, we know the summer season has come to a close
and the school season has returned again. This is a time
when we shop for the supplies and uniforms needed for a
new school year. It is a time when we gather for all-school
Masses and student orientations, teacher meetings and
open houses. But more importantly, this is a time to think
about the new school year and what it means to be part of
a Catholic school community.
A Catholic school community is very similar to a family
— though much bigger! We are all brothers and sisters in
Christ and so we must treat one another with kindness and
respect. Just like our own families, we may have disagreements and be hurt by our siblings, but we respond with
compassion and forgiveness. We may have days when we
laugh with one another or days when we are sad. As a family, we go through the seasons of life together, helping others and accepting help as we journey along.
We also work together. A family works to make sure
everyone’s needs are being met. Sometimes we do this by
sharing and other times by sacrificing. We take notice of
one another and offer help when it is needed. We give generously of our time and resources to ensure each member
has what they need to grow and thrive.
In Catholic schools, each member is called to be the best
they can be. God has given everyone unique gifts and
schools nurture those gifts and help them to grow in each

person. As a family, we must support
their successes. When a teammate
and encourage one another so we are
makes a mistake, we tell them it’s okay
always working toward excellence and
and remind them that they’ll get it
helping each person learn to use their
next time. In academics, we help our
gifts the way God intended.
classmates study or offer to help them
To ensure a thriving Catholic
if they’re struggling with a concept.
school community we are each called
At church we show them how to
to a strong relationship with Jesus
participate in Mass by singing and
Christ. All good things come from God,
speaking the responses. We must pray
and a strong relationship with our
with our children for everyone in their
heavenly Father will help us to see one
school community. And we especially
another as he would see them and to
pray for the person who is hard to get
love and serve one another as he has
along with or the one who isn’t kind to
commanded us.
us. We pray with them on the way to
As we begin this new school year,
school, seeking God’s guidance for that
we must help our children be good
day. And we ask God to forgive us in
members of their school community.
the Sacrament of Penance so we can
As parents and teachers we must first
look deeply into our own sins and
model this behavior for our children.
work to be better family members too.
But we must also spend time teaching
The school season is here. As we get
them specifically how to treat their
back
together with one another in our
Kendra McGuire
classmates as brothers and sisters.
Catholic school communities let’s
This begins by talking to them. In these conversations
remember how important each person is to our school
we encourage them to invite other children to play and to
family. And let’s work hard to do our part, treating everylook for the classmate who may be alone or excluded. We
one as our brother or sister, and helping each member to
show them how to stand up for another student if they are
love God and one another.
Kendra McGuire is superintendent of Schools for the
being mistreated. And we teach them how to forgive a
Diocese of Covington, Ky.
classmate if they’ve been mistreated themselves.
At recess and while playing games, teach them to cheer
on their teammates and congratulate the other team on

Catholic schools are designed to teach virtues and form saints
David Cooley
Messenger Contributor

The beginning of a new school
year is both exciting and overwhelming. There is so much to do, and when
there is so much to do it becomes
even more important for us to focus
on what really matters.
The mission of the Catholic
Church is to form disciples for Jesus
Christ and our Catholic schools,
more than any other system in place,
provide a privileged way for countless young people to encounter the
Lord. What a tremendous, awesome
responsibility we all have!
Catholic schools don’t exist to
form engineers, mathematicians,
lawyers, athletes, artists, or even
good citizens — although those are
some positive outcomes for students.

David Cooley

Catholic schools exist for nothing less
than to create saints.
And what are saints? Simply put,
saints are heroes who live virtuous lives
in a challenging world despite all the
obstacles.
How can Catholic schools, practically speaking, approach such a huge
undertaking as forming saints and
changing the world? The answer
couldn’t be clearer — by primarily
focusing on heroic Christian virtues.
No matter where we are, or whether
we are teachers or students, principals
or parents, coaches, or guidance counselors, the four cardinal virtues of prudence, temperance, fortitude and justice, and the three theological virtues of
faith, hope and charity must always be
on the forefront of our minds.
Perhaps, these days, we hear a lot

about faith, hope and charity, but not so much about prudence, temperance, fortitude, and justice. These seven
Christian virtues have the power to change any atmosphere.
Prudence helps us to recognize our limits but also to
discover the concrete means of putting our faith into
action. Sometimes when we start something new, we take
on too much at first and get burned out too quickly. If we
get our priorities straight, center on prayer, and put God
first in our lives, everything else should fall into place.
Prudence is the virtue that will help us slow down and recognize our need for prayer and the sacred.
Temperance is so important today, for example, when it
comes to our relationship with technology. The technology
that exists today gives us a lot of power and leaves us with
numerous distractions. It also provides a temptation to
focus more and more on ourselves and to be less attentive
to others. Unfortunately, technology seems to be taking
over many lives and leaving people, especially children,
feeling empty and sad.
(Continued on page 9)

Messenger

August 19, 2022 9

BACK TO SCHOOL

Communication is the key to back-to-school health, happiness and safety
Julie Feinauer
Messenger Contributor

Navigating our everchanging world is an arduous task
for youth. As parents and guardians we must work to
develop strategies to solve problems, understand new
information and process emotions with our children if we
hope to raise adults who can thrive, even amid life’s struggles.
Talk early and often — From their first days, children
rely on their parents and guardians to help them interpret
the world around them. Children “pick up” language.
Then, through the lens of those caring adults who hope to
raise children with love, respect and dignity, an understanding of the power of words develops. Talking with, not
at your children, is a crucial step for them to learn the
rules of conversation, and for you to learn about your
child.
Children are dealing with adult issues earlier than ever
— vaping, drugs, alcohol, social media, internet safety,
even mental health issues like self-harm and suicidal
ideation. Where do the majority get their information? You
guessed it, the internet. As a parent or guardian, it is

(Continued from page 8)
Temperance, while helping us seek excellence in enjoyable things, calls us to a moderation that protects our interior life and opens a way to contemplation. Today’s world
tells us that all suffering must be avoided at all costs, but
when pleasures and possessions become an end to themselves, they become idols that turn us away from God. We
must limit our wants as best we can and teach young people to do the same. We could all spend a little more time (or
a lot more time) in Eucharistic adoration.
Fortitude — Christian bravery — is so important and
will, ultimately, bring people back to God. We must not be
afraid to preach and live the Gospel every day. Students in
Catholic schools must learn to be the salt of the earth and
a sign of contradiction for the world — the Lord did not
ask us to avoid having enemies, just to love them. We need
less “cool kids,” “influencers,” and “bullies,” and more
Christian heroes who stand up for what is good, true and
beautiful.
Founded on their faith in God, students must have the
courage to confront the contemptuous laughter and
ridicule of those that conform to the ways of the world.
They should learn through the examples of their parents
and teachers to be brave witnesses, filled with joy and love
for the Lord. The strength of Catholics comes from the
truth of Christ. We have nothing to be afraid or ashamed.
Finally, when we talk about justice, first and foremost,
we must recognize that it is right and just to worship God,
to love him with all our hearts, all our minds, and all our
strength. Gratitude for our lives, and the blessings in our
lives, is the first step in seeking justice. From there we
begin to understand what we have been given and what it
means to give others — made in the image and likeness of
God — their due. We also must come to the realization that
not passing on our faith is unjust to others. If we keep the
Gospel from those we love, we are doing them a great disservice. We cannot let our own shortcomings and ignorance prevent us from passing on what is ideal.
These are just a few short reflections that barely begin
to scratch the surface of the importance of Christian
virtues that can serve as a springboard for a blessed school
year. Even as the world gets more complicated and confusing, the answers lie in the constant wisdom of the ages.
Students at Catholic schools must be formed to see the
world through the eyes of faith. They must be strengthened by the sacraments.
As the world continues to organize itself more and
more against God, our Catholic school communities must
not be content to just make a little room for him on the calendar but determine to place him at the center of everything. That is how others will come to recognize what it is
that makes Catholic schools so different, and they will desperately want to be a part of it. Let us be ready to open the
doors because we can never have too many saints!
David Cooley is the co-director and office manager of the
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization.

important to understand that avoiding
Peter Drucker is quoted as saying,
difficult discussions only means that
“The most important thing in commuthey will seek out another source. It
nication is to hear what isn’t being
may be a peer, a Tik-Tok creator, or
said.” This is so true when listening to
someone on the internet quick to give
your children. Do they avoid disadvice. Even as they grow, we must
cussing a specific person, topic, or
function as the interpreter or goevent? There might be more to what is
between if we want to help filter,
NOT being said than to what is. People
explain or rebut what messages our
that are hurting, scared or confused
children are receiving.
often avoid discussing what is at the
Letting them lead the conversation
heart of their problem.
is great, but it is okay to bring up topIt is also important for children and
ics that are important to you too. Take
teens to understand that they can’t
advantage of opportunities that arise.
prevent every bad thing from happenBe calm and clear, making sure to
ing, no matter what action they take.
answer follow-up questions. Talking
Teaching a child to be resilient and
about a variety of topics is important
work through challenging times is a
to build trust and establish a routine of
difficult but necessary lesson.
conversation. Discussion about diffiSometimes even taking a positive
cult issues shouldn’t scare children or
action may not have the outcome they
give them information that they can’t
hoped for.
Julie Feinauer
handle. Use language and examples
Prayer is communication with prothat are developmentally appropriate.
tective benefits — According to a study in 2018 by the
If you see something, say something — We have probaAmerican Journal of Epidemiology children and young
bly all heard this phrase, especially if you have walked
people who go to church, pray, or meditate are likely to
through an airport. This is a great message to teach your
experience physical and mental health benefits that last.
children to help keep them safe. Let them know it is not tatThe 5,000 children of the study were followed for approxitling to get help from a trusted adult if they or someone
mately a decade. Those with active prayer lives were hapelse are being hurt, are uncomfortable with a situation, or
pier, had a greater sense of mission, and a higher life satisif they are unsure about what they have witnessed or overfaction into their 20s and 30s. They were even less likely to
heard.
do drugs, smoke or have depression.
Teens often feel that they can’t betray the trust of a
Be a role model for your children by praying with them.
friend. We need to instruct our children early on that seekMealtimes and bedtimes are a great start to help them
ing help for a friend or loved one is the most loyal act that
establish the routine of prayer but explain that prayer is
we can perform on their behalf. This is especially true if
conversation with God. It doesn’t have to be formal. Fallen
they can’t, or won’t, get the help themselves.
(Continued on page 10)
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The Diocese of Covington schools welcome six new principals
Grant Brannen
St. Henry District High School, Erlanger
Grant Brannen will be taking over the reins from Dave
Gish, who served as principal the last two years at St. Henry
District High School (SHDHS). Mr. Brannen is entering his
20th year in the education profession. He has served as
assistant principal at SHDHS the last two years. Prior to
that, Mr. Brannen was a teacher and basketball coach at
Walton-Verona for seven years. He also taught social studies

Communication is the key
(Continued from page 9)

away from prayer yourself ? This is a great time to deepen
your prayer life too.
Attending Mass together is another important way to
help children and teens feel connected to God, their faith
community, and your family. There is no deeper way to
communicate with Jesus than through the Eucharist. The
study concludes with something that we as Catholics
should know: the acts of public worship and private
prayer lead to positively changed lives. What better way to
help our children be great people, who are happy and
healthy?
The bottom line — it is imperative that as parents and
guardians we engage with our children. By establishing
true communication with our children, listening, and not
lecturing and including God in the conversation we are
doing our best to raise adults who do more than survive,
they thrive. In a world that doesn’t always make sense,
they still feel secure in the fact that they are heard, cared
for and valued.
“If children feel safe, they take risks, ask questions,
make mistakes, learn to trust, share their feelings and
grow.” —Alfie Kohn
Julie Feinauer is director for the Safe Environment
Office, Diocese of Covington, Ky.

and coached at Newport Central
Catholic for 10 years.
Mr. Brannen received his bachelor’s degree in Secondary
Education
from
Northern
Kentucky University, his Master of
Education Science Education
(Curriculum, Instruction, and
Assessment) at Walden University,
and his Rank I in Instructional
Leadership;
Principal
at
University of Cumberlands.
Mr. Brannen shared the followGrant Brannen
ing statement: “Over the past two
years, I have seen how special SHDHS is. This past school
year a student in my office said ‘I feel safe, I can be myself
without looking over my back … I love everything about St.
Henry.’ This quote resonated with me. This is why I love the
people I work with and why SHDHS is special!”
Mr. Brannen’s goal is to continue to provide a safe learning environment while committing to provide exemplary
faith led instruction. “We want our students to grow spiritually, academically, and socially throughout their time here
at SHDHS,” he said.
Mr. Brannen and his wife, Anna, have two children. As a
family they enjoy traveling and attending sporting events.
They are parishioners at St. Thomas Parish, Ft. Thomas.
Aideen Briggs
Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
Aideen Briggs comes to Blessed Sacrament School from
Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary School in Liberty
Township, Ohio, where she served as principal and CEO for
the past three years. Previously, she served as the principal
of St. Nicholas Academy, a K-8 Catholic elementary school
within the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
Before becoming an administrator, Mrs. Briggs taught
English for 17 years at Mount Notre Dame High School,

where she was the English Department Chair for eight of
those years.
Mrs. Briggs earned a Bachelor of Arts in English from
Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania. In addition, she
earned a Master of Education in
Curriculum & Instruction from
Harvard Graduate School of
Education and a Master’s in
Educational Leadership from
Concordia University in Chicago.
Mrs. Briggs grew up in
Philadelphia, where she was the
sixth of seven children. She
moved to Cincinnati in 1992 and
married Payson Briggs in 1994.
They have two sons and a daughter. In commenting on her selecAideen Briggs
tion as the new principal of
Blessed Sacrament, Mrs. Briggs said, “I look forward to getting to know the Blessed Sacrament community and continuing its tradition of deep faith and strong academics.”
Michele Carle-Bosch
Holy Trinity School, Bellevue
Late in 2021, the Holy Spirit led
Mrs. Carle-Bosch to Holy Trinity
School in Bellevue. Having worked
in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
for many, many years as a catechist, teacher, director of Religious
Education and Parish Pastoral
Administrator, she states that she
feels privileged to now be principal
of Holy Trinity School.
Mrs. Carle-Bosch attended
Immaculate Conception High
School in Oldenburg Indiana,
Michele
Carle-Bosch
(Continued on page 12)
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Xavier University and Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago. She and her husband raised their children at Little
Flower Parish in Mt. Airy, Ohio. Their oldest son and his
family live in Harrison, Ohio, but the other three children
and their families live near her on the northwest side of
Cincinnati. Her husband passed away in 2011 after a 12-year
illness.
Mrs. Carle-Bosch says that she is excited to be back in a
Catholic elementary school. She honors the work that has
been done — especially these last few years — to build up the
Kingdom. In the five months that she has been in the school,
she shared that she learned that it is a stronghold of the community. She looks forward to serving the families of Divine
Mercy, St. Bernard, and Holy Spirit Parish communities.
Jennifer Geiman
St. Mary School, Alexandria
Jennifer Geiman is transitioning from her role as assistant principal at Blessed Sacrament School to principal of
her home parish’s school, St. Mary School (SMS). It is a
homecoming for her, as she and
her siblings attended grade school
at SMS; she has also been part of
the parish since childhood.
She is excited to carry on the
great work of Matt Grosser, Father
Joseph Gallenstein, and the SMS
staff in her new professional role.
Mrs. Geiman said, “I am very
grateful to be given the opportunity to serve in the same community
which has been an instrumental
part of my faith and personal jourJennifer Geiman
ney for many years. Stepping into
the principal role will allow me to give back to St. Mary
Parish and School, both of which have provided my family
and me with fellowship, formation, faith, and high-level
education. I look forward to partnering with the parents,

staff, and parish to ensure our children and school continue
to thrive.”
Mrs. Geiman graduated from Bishop Brossart High
School in 2001 and then earned her bachelor’s degree in
English at the University of Louisville. She subsequently
earned her Master’s in the Art of Teaching from the
University of Louisville in 2007. Her teaching career began
in the Diocese of Covington where she taught middle school
language arts at Blessed Sacrament School for 11 years
before moving into administration as Blessed Sacrament’s
Vice Principal for four years. In 2019, she earned her Rank 1
in Educational Administration from Xavier University.
Mrs. Geiman and her husband, Kevin, have been married for 13 years and are parishioners at St. Mary Parish.
They have three children. Two daughters attend St. Mary
School, and they just welcomed their son into the world this
past June. They reside in Alexandria.
Christina Rice
Prince of Peace School, Covington
Christina Rice is excited to join Prince of Peace as the
new principal. She has already met and begun working with
the staff to create a successful school year and she is looking forward to meeting the parents and students. Ms. Rice is
excited to build upon the characteristics that make the
school a special place to learn.
She attended Catholic Central
High School in Steubenville, Ohio
and then earned her Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology from
Franciscan University. Ms. Rice
quickly realized that she had a passion for education, so she went
back to school to earn her teaching
certificate and a Master’s in
Educational Leadership while
teaching at All Saints School in
Steubenville.
Christina Rice
Ms. Rice moved to Northern

Kentucky 12 years ago. She is a seasoned educator and mentor teacher. She has taught at Sts. Peter and Paul, St. Agnes,
and Holy Trinity Schools. She has taught all grade levels
and specialties, but she has spent most of her time in early
elementary.
She most recently has worked in intervention and
administration. Ms. Rice loves to celebrate the successes,
big and small, of her students and is looking forward to
bringing this love of learning to Prince of Peace.
Ms. Rice resides in Independence and is a member of St.
Barbara Parish, Erlanger. She has five children, three dogs,
a cat, and a guinea pig. In her free time, she loves to spend
time with her family and friends. She also loves to hike,
travel and cook.
Emily Urlage
St. Joseph School, Cold Spring
Emily Urlage always knew that
she wanted to teach and work with
children. She began working with
children babysitting and teaching
swim lessons as a teenager and
developed a love for teaching
through those experiences. It was
an easy decision for her to major
in Elementary Education at
Transylvania University, where
she completed her undergraduate
Emily Urlage
work.
Once she graduated, Mrs. Urlage began teaching 4th
grade and remained in that position for seven years. While
teaching, she completed the Instructional Leadership
Master’s program at Northern Kentucky University. After
teaching in the classroom, Mrs. Urlage accepted a position
with Covington Independent Schools as an instructional
coach. She continued in that position for seven years. She
learned a tremendous amount during that time and had
many opportunities to develop the leadership skills she
(Continued on page 19)
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy
Andrew Nichols, senior, Villa Madonna
Academy, has earned the Congressional Award.
The Congressional Award is Congress’s only
charity. It was established to honor and inspire
young Americans. To earn the award, students
must log a minimum of 400 hours of voluntary
public service, 200 hours of personal
development, 200 hours of physical fitness,
and a five-day, four-night expedition or
exploration and the STEM Star award.

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.
Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish, Erlanger, will host
Queenship Rockin’ Eve, Aug. 20, 5:30–11 p.m. This free
event is an evening of fellowship and good music with
three live music acts: Kyle English, The Mary Connor
Band and Cassette Junkies. Food and drinks available for
purchase.
Mother of God Parish, Covington, is hosting a parish
picnic on Aug. 21, 4–7 p.m. at the Adams Shelter,
Presidents Park, Edgewood.
The Mother of God Parish 11th annual Photo Contest
is underway. This year’s theme is “Bountiful
Blessings.” The deadline for entries is Aug. 21 after the
11:30 a.m. Mass. Entry forms and contest guidelines available online mother-of-god.org. Prizes will be offered to the
winners.
Public Tours of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, after the 10 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, August 21, and September 18.
Come celebrate First Friday Mass followed by a healing service, Sept. 2, St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs,
with Father Thomas Picchioni, beginning at 7:15 p.m.
with music by the Sacred Heart Praise Band; Mass at 7:30
p.m. Hosted by the Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic
Community of the Diocese of Covington. Call 341-5932.
St. Anne Retreat Center will host a Women’s Retreat
“Growing Closer to The Father,” Sept. 9–11, with

retreat leader Franciscan Daughters of Mary Mother
Seraphina. Topics include: Trust — Having no fear; How
to pray — with the Psalms, Lectio Divina; and spiritual
warfare. Retreat begins Friday, 5:30 p.m. with dinner and
concludes Sunday following 10 a.m. Mass. Cost: $175.
Registration deadline, Aug. 26. Contact Cindy (859) 4412003 or e-mail csmith@covdio.org.
Join Our Lady of Light Ministries for its 30th
Anniversary: Days of Prayer and Mercy, Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1. This year Immaculée Ilibagiza will be speaking.
Call (513) 531-6279.
Sunday, Sept. 4, Newport Central Catholic High School,
Newport, will have a watch party for the Western &
Southern/WEBN Labor Day Fireworks. Food, drinks,
and games will begin at 5 p.m. (no cans, bottles or coolers
will be permitted.) Admission is five dollars, ages 6 and
under are free, limited parking passes are available. To
register visit https://www.ncchs.com/news.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - noon.,
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the public,
50 percent off the first Thursday of each month. Proceeds
benefit children living at DCCH Center. Donation drop-off
preferred during regular Flea Market hours – 75
Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.

Parish, Union. No charge. No sign up.
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Covington, is hosting
a taco and burger parish picnic Sept. 24. Mass will be a
3 p.m. followed by the picnic.
Eighth annual St. Joseph Academy Golf Outing, “Tee
off for the Kids,” Sept. 30, Pioneer Golf Course,
Independence. Shotgun start 10:30 a.m.; cost $100/golfer,
includes 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch buffet, refreshments, and dinner. Proceeds to replace outdated A/C
units. Call 485-6444 or e-mail lnix@sjawalton.com.
Sixth annual Craft Show, Oct. 7, St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.; handcrafted items. Call 485-6444 or
e-mail sjanews@gmail.com.
The Northern Kentucky Regional College fair is set for
Oct. 11 at Thomas More University from 6–8 p.m. in the
Connor Convocation Center on the Crestview Hills campus. TMU and Northern Kentucky University are partnering to host this annual event, which will welcome more
than 50 colleges and universities and assist high school
students with the college search process, including application and admissions processes, financial aid, academic
program offerings, and more.

St. Anne Retreat Center will host a Women’s
Retreat “Growing Closer to The Father,” Sept.
9–11, with retreat leader Franciscan Daughters of
Mary Mother Seraphina. Topics include: Trust —
Having no fear; How to pray — with the Psalms,
Lectio Divina; and spiritual warfare. Retreat
begins Friday, 5:30 p.m. with dinner and concludes
Sunday following 10 a.m. Mass. Cost: $175.
Registration deadline, Aug. 26. Call 441-2003 or email csmith@covdio.org.
Find brothers to journey with you on your
walk of faith. “That Man Is You” provides men
a place to encounter Jesus and to learn the teachings of his Church so that they can be effective
leaders in their home, their parish and greater
society. St. Joesph Parish, Cold Spring, will begin
That Man Is You, Year 1, Tuesdays 8 p.m. from
Sept. 13 thru Dec. 13. For information e-mail
baumannwill16@gmail.com.

Foiled again!
Try as he might, the Gingerbread Man could not run away from the kindergarten students at St. Joseph School, Cold Spring. The students chased him all
over the school on their first day. The Gingerbread Man led them to all the
special classrooms they will be attending, familiarizing them with their new
surroundings. Luckily for the students, Mrs. Urlage, the principal, was able to
stop him from leaving the building … just in time for snack.

Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of
Reflection, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Sept. 17, St. John Parish,
Carrollton; Oct. 8, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring; Nov. 19,
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood and Dec. 17, St. Timothy

Festivals
St. Bernard Parish,
Dayton
Aug. 19, 6–11 p.m.
Aug. 20, 5–11 p.m.
St. Philip,
Melbourne,
Aug. 20,
4:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Holy Cross District High
School,
Latonia,
Aug. 26 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 27 5:30p.m.–midnight
St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta
Aug. 26-27-28
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 4, 4 p.m. - midnight
Sept. 5, 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Family smiles
The Cousin Cru smiles for a first day of school picture at
St. Henry School, Elsmere.

Roaring in the new school year
Students at St. Pius X School, Edgewood, were welcomed
back to school, Aug. 16, by faculty, staff and the St. Pius
Panther school mascot.

St. Barbara Parish,
Erlanger
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 11, 2-7 p.m.

St. Patrick Parish,
Maysville
Sept. 9-10-11
St. Timothy Parish,
Union
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.
Sept. 17,
5:30 p.m.–midnight
St. William Parish,
Williamstown
Sept. 16-17
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.-midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.
St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
Festival listings are
submitted by parishes and
schools. If your festival
isn’t listed e-mail your
festival information to
messenger@covdio.org.
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St. Patrick’s Church: 175 years
of unity through faith
Sarah Torres
Messenger Contributor

“The first St. Patrick Church at Maysville … was a
brick structure of the plain architectural style of the
1840s.” (History of the Diocese of Covington)
This early description of the original, Romanesque
style church built in 1847, could not be further from the
exquisite, Gothic structure that now bears the name St.
Patrick in Maysville. However unassuming the original
building may have appeared, the brick church on
Limestone Street marked the beginning of the St. Patrick
congregation that has continued to grow and thrive over
the past 175 years.
Catholics know that the true heart of a parish is not the
church in which it is housed, no matter how truly beautiful, rather it is the people who come together in faith that
makes a parish what it is. The congregation in Maysville is
truly a people founded on unity and the power of faith. It
was 42 years before the church was built that the first
appeal came from Maysville, then known as Limestone, for
a priest to bring Mass to the faithful of the area. Though
the Catholics where few and many kept their faith to themselves to avoid furthering the persecution faced as German
and Irish immigrants at the time, for over 40 decades
appeals would be continuously made for Masses to be
offered and sacraments to be performed. Despite the antiCatholic sentiment and the few visits from clergy, by 1843
plans began to construct a church in Maysville.
Despite reports from the <<Catholic Telegraph>> of
Cincinnati claiming that the news of a church being built
stirred up further prejudice against Catholics, records
indicate that many of the most liberal contributors to the
construction of St. Patrick were the Protestant citizens in
town. Perhaps this was one of the first examples of St.
Patrick Church creating unity among the people. The actu-

al construction of the structure was undertaken, mostly,
by local tradesman and companies making the church
truly a part of Maysville
from the ground it rests on to
the final brick laid. The original church would house the
congregation for their first
62 years, witnessing marriages, baptisms, funerals
and the miracle of the
Eucharist with the people
until being razed in 1910.
Though the actual construction process of the new
St. Patrick Church was not
the most unified project —
going through a few architects and, in the end, being
the dream project of a very
determined priest — the
building itself is truly a
physical representation of
the faithful who worship
within it. Much of the materials and labor done for the
new church were once again
provided by local companies
in Mason County or from
across
the
river
in
Cincinnati.
The
original
altars,
ordered through Cincinnati
company Frederick Pustet &
A postcard photo of the first St. Patrick Church in Maysville from the 1998 book
celebrating St. Patrick Church’s sesquicentennial. The Church served the Catholics of
Maysville from 1847–1909.
Co., were made in Austria
in perhaps a nod to the
Germanic heritage of
many of the parishioners
worshipping in a church
named for the Irish heritage of many of the others.
The
breathtaking
stained-glass windows,
most likely made in
Germany, also serve as
symbols of the people
within the building. Two
of the largest windows
hold significance for the
original
congregation,
depicting St. Boniface
preaching to the Germans
in Fulda and St. Patrick
teaching the Trinity with
a shamrock. The windows
over the doors represent
the four men’s organizations present in the parish
during its construction:
the Total Abstinence
Society, the Knights of
Columbus, the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and
the Knights of St. John.
The glass in the foyers
above the vestibule doors
represent one, possibly
two, women’s organizations: the Ladies Catholic
Benevolent Association
and, perhaps the Altar
Society which is the oldest
organization
at
St.
Patrick.

Throughout its history, St. Patrick School has also been
an example of unity among the community. Starting with
classes in the rectory in 1864, St. Patrick Catholic School
has grown to be the only remaining school in the Diocese
of Covington teaching students preschool through 12th
grade. It was the parish’s dedication to the Catholic education of their children that brought four different orders of
religious sisters to Maysville from 1864 through 1995.
The Visitation Community accepted the invitation to
establish a school in 1864 and would remain until 1899, having several of their pupils over the years “take the veil”
with their community. The Sisters of Loretto, the first
Sisterhood organized in the United States, came to
Maysville in 1901 to teach in St. Patrick’s Parish School,
which officially opened in 1902. During their tenure in the
parish, a parishioner joined their order before they moved
on in 1910. The Sisters of St. Francis came after, staffing
the grade school and the high school once it opened and
remaining in the parish for 83 years. In that time, 11 members of the parish joined the Franciscans. Finally, the
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker came in 1989 and
remained until 1995, after which the school staffing was
taken over by primarily lay people.
Since its founding, St. Patrick Parish has raised 18
young men to the priesthood, including their current pastor Father Andrew Young. St. Patrick Cemetery serves as
the final resting place of at least 14 priests and 19
Visitation nuns.
From birth and baptism to death and Christian burial,
from lay persons to clergy and religious sisters, from
German and Irish immigrants to American-born locals,
St. Patrick Church has served as a monument of faith,
strength, perseverance and unity for the people of
Maysville, Mason County, and the whole of the Diocese for
175 years and will continue to feed hearts, minds and souls
for many years to come. In the words penned by Alice
Gallenstein in celebration of the parish’s sesquicentennial
25 years ago, “…the children of today will remember 50
years from now, how their Church is still here and on solid
ground.”
Sarah Torres is the archivist for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky.
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The elderly can unite all generations, save humanity, pope says
conceived of as separate
worlds, in competition among
themselves, each one seeking
to live at the expense of the
other. This is not right,” he
said.
An alliance between the
elderly and young people
“will save the human family,”
he said. “There is a future
where children, where young
people speak with the elderly.
If this dialogue does not take
place between the elderly and
the young, the future cannot
be clearly seen.”
Humanity, even with all its
progress, still seems “to be an
adolescent born yesterday,”
which needs “to retrieve the
grace of an old age that holds
firmly to the horizon of our
destination.”
Death is a very difficult
passage in life, the pope said,
but it “concludes the time of
uncertainty and throws away
the clock,” ushering in “the
beautiful part of life, which

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis dedicated
his general audience talk to the urgent need for
young and old to come together so older people
can share their faith and wisdom about the
world.
“Let’s think about dialogue, about the
alliance between old and young,” he said, as
well as make sure this bond is not broken. “May
the elderly have the joy of speaking, of expressing themselves with young people and may
young people seek out the elderly to receive the
wisdom of life from them.”
It was an appeal one small boy in the
Vatican’s Paul VI audience hall seemed to take
to heart, walking past the guards and straight
up to the pope to stand transfixed by his side
during the final greetings at the audience’s end.
The pope affectionately rubbed the boy’s
close-cropped hair and reassured him he was
welcome to stay.
“During the audience we talked about dialogue between old and young, right? And this
one, he has been brave and he’s at ease,” the
pope said about his small guest to applause.
CNS photo/Paul Haring
The pope continued his series of talks on old
age and reflected on how reaching a ripe old age Pope Francis greets nuns during his general audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Aug. 17, 2022.
is a reassurance of eternal life in heaven.
Young people and adults are not capable of bearing witIn fact, “the image of a God, who is watching over
has no more deadlines.”
ness in such an authentic, tender, poignant way, as elderly
everything with snow-white hair, is not a silly symbol, it is
During the last part of the general audience, when the
people can,” the pope said.
a biblical image, it is a noble image, even a tender image,”
pope offers special greetings to those attending from differHe said it is also very compelling when the elderly bless
the pope said. To depict God the Father as venerable in age
ent parts of the world, the pope reaffirmed his prayers for
life
as it comes their way and show no resentment or bitand authority “expresses God’s transcendence, his eterniUkraine, asking that people not forget “this martyred peoterness as time marches on and death nears.
ty and his constant care for this world and its history,” the
ple.”
“The witness of the elderly unites the generations of
pope’s talk said.
There was also a brief interruption during the greetlife, the same with the dimensions of time: past, present
The vocation for every older man and woman, the pope
ings when a Swiss guard, who was standing behind one of
and future, for they are not only the memory, they are the
said, is to bear witness to the faith and to the wisdom
the language speakers, fell face forward, dropping his halpresent as well as the promise,” the pope said.
acquired over the years.
berd. Two men from security assisted him in standing
“It is painful and harmful to see that the ages of life are
“The witness of the elderly is credible to children.
back up and another Swiss guard took his place.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

C om plete Line ofLum ber and Building M aterials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. • Covington KY • 581-0400
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CAMPUS MINISTER

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will be full time,
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and
opportunities for a full living and development of
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating
timely and effective communications with students
and parents, including regularly updating the website, Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in
young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

BENEFITS COORDINATOR

Habitat for Humanity of Cincinnati
Is looking for Americorps Construction Crew Leaders. Duration
of employment is 10.5 months, compensation is $17,000 paid
bi-weekly plus additional compensation toward education.
To learn more and apply visit https://link.edgepilot.com/s/
76f68444/LEI6vDG1LU6GB5JNU08gcw?u=https://www.habit
at.org/about/careers/americorps/construction-crew-leader2022-23-7803br

FORT MYERS BEACHFRONT CONDO
Beautiful 2 bedroom/2 bath beach condo
for rent. Walking distance to restaurants and
Times Square. Call (859) 250-4185

The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to
apply for the position of Benefits Coordinator, a
position that is opening due to a retirement. The
Benefits Coordinator inputs, manipulates, and
monitors information relative to health insurance
and other coverages for priests and for lay
employees of the parishes and schools of the
diocese. Responsibilities include maintaining
several payroll and benefits systems, monthly
and quarterly billing, periodic small-scale mailings,
bookkeeping, and ongoing member relations.
The candidate we seek for this position will be a
practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church, who has a natural attention to detail, a
familiarity with basic accounting, and skills with
interpersonal communications. Please send a letter
of interest, resume with compensation history,
and references with contact email addresses by
email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859-392-1589.

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA
CONTENT DEVELOPER
The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role,
you will use your communication and web design skills
to increase reader engagement, primarily through
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties
and responsibilities include creating content for
various print and social media formats; proofreading
content before publication; attending, taking
photographs and reporting on events; and recording
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle
stress is an absolute requirement.
Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE

ST. TIMOTHY, UNION AND
ST. AGUSTINE, COVINGTON
FULL-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGERS
These positions are 6 hours daily, Monday through
Friday. These positions require general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

STS. PETER AND PAUL
AND PRINCE OF PEACE
PART-TIME
CAFETERIA MANAGERS
These positions are 4 hours daily, Monday through
Friday. These positions require general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

ST JOHN, COVINGTON

PART TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED
For More information contact
Fr. Michel Greer 859-431-5320

WANTED
Room to rent in the Mt Adams/Oakley
area. $200 a month. Excellent references.
Call Angie 859-801-4344

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1500
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The object of our desires
(Continued from page 5)

Finally, a desire to attain to God’s promise can actually
draw us toward him. Desiring something is like hooking
a line to a winch. As long as we stay attached, it will draw
us toward whatever the winch is attached to on the other
end.
Besides praying for it, there is something else we can
do to inflame our desire for God’s promise — gaze at it.
We know this, too, from our earthly life. What does
Hannibal Lecter say to Clarice in “Silence of the Lambs?”
“What does he do? He covets... . How do we begin to covet?
We begin by coveting what we see every day.”
If you want to increase your desire for eternal life
with God, gaze at it, both literally, by sitting before the
tabernacle or, better yet, before the Blessed Sacrament

exposed in the monstrance, and figuratively, by imagining
it. Imagine where your favorite saints are, meeting your
Guardian Angel, seeing the Seraphim before God’s
throne, finally seeing your Blessed Mother and, especially,
Jesus.
Remember Buffalo Bill in “Silence of the Lambs,” coveting what he wants to
destroy; Ralphie in “The
Christmas Story,” staring
day after day into the window of a department store.
The mechanism of desire
works the same way,
whether it is for an evil, a
Red Ryder Range 200 Shot
BB gun, or eternal life
with God. That is why it is
Cox photos

Knights of Columbus clergy dinner
The Northern Kentucky Knights of Columbus hosted its annual clergy dinner, Aug. 10,
at the Father DeJaco Council Knights of Columbus Hall, Alexandria. All diocesan
priests, deacons and seminarians were invited to enjoy a grilled steak dinner with all
the trimmings. The dinner is part of the Knights of Columbus’ commitment to
supporting priests and vocations.
(above) Bishop John Iffert leads the prayer of thanksgiving
before the meal.
(below from left) Deacon Barry Henry, Deacon Bill Theis,
Father Joseph Rielage, seminarian Michael Schulte and Father
Philip DeVous enjoy time together at the clergy dinner.

so important that our desires are directed to what are the
highest goods.
“O God ... grant your people to love what you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid the
uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on
that place where true gladness is found.”
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Catholic agencies say Inflation Reduction
Act addresses long-standing goals
WASHINGTON — Landmark legislation to address climate
change, reduce prescription drug costs and establish a minimum tax on large corporations once thought dead but was suddenly passed by the Senate is being hailed by Catholic advocates. “It’s a minor miracle that it got passed,” Dan Misleh,
founder of the Catholic Climate Covenant, said of the Inflation
Reduction Act, which was approved 51-50 Aug. 7. Vice President
Kamala Harris cast the deciding vote. Misleh and his organization have long advocated for passage of the climate-related
components of the renamed bill, a pared down version of
President Joe Biden’s original $2-trillion Build Back Better
plan. The bill includes $369 billion in funding for investments
in clean energy, domestic manufacturing of batteries and solar
panels, electric vehicle tax breaks and greenhouse gas reduction efforts. Environmental advocates said such provisions will
bring the U.S. closer to meetings its pledges to reduce carbon
emissions under the Paris climate agreement. The bill’s components are projected by 2030 to reduce the country’s carbon
emissions by 40% from 2005 levels. The Democrat-controlled
House of Representatives approved the bill by a 220 to 207 vote
Aug. 12. No Republicans voted for the measure. Biden signed it
into law Aug. 16 during a ceremony in the State Dining Room
of the White House in Washington. In an Aug. 9 statement,
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Domestic Justice and Human Development, praised the bill for
tackling environmental concerns and lowering drug prices.

Despite dangers in Portland neighborhood, church must remain, says pastor
PORTLAND, Ore. — On warm nights, Father Paulinus
Mangesho sleeps in a back room, lest stray bullets pierce the
rectory walls. Immaculate Heart Church, one of the most historic houses of worship in Portland, stands tall and graceful on
what has become the city’s most dangerous block. The sidewalks are an open-air market for crack cocaine, prostitution
and settling scores. Gunfire has left pock marks on Immaculate
Heart’s soaring steeple. The church is across from Dawson
Park, home to diurnal picnickers and nocturnal ne’er-do-wells.
Since the pandemic, those in the drug trade have spilled boldly
across the street, setting up lawn chairs alongside Immaculate
Heart. “All this is affecting my parish,” said Father Mangesho,
a 64-year-old Tanzanian missionary who came to Oregon in
2014. Sandy Hansen has lived near Dawson Park for a decade.
She’s fed up. “The park is ridiculous,” Hansen said. “You get

hailed to buy drugs. Then in front of your house you see more
drugs. People doing drugs are leaning up against the church.”
Starting in 2020, the block saw frequent shootings, including
one fight with semi-automatic weapons. Among the dead was a
car-share driver picking up a passenger. But Father Mangesho
insists that Immaculate Heart must remain at this troubled
spot as a blessing to the neighborhood. “If someday we are not
here, the Catholic Church will have failed and the devil will
have won the war,” the priest said.

Dolan: As Jesus taught, Church must
welcome, help newly arrived migrants
NEW YORK — The Catholic Church’s perspective on the
needs of migrant families arriving in New York City on buses
from Texas is to see them “with the eyes of Jesus,” Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan told reporters at a news briefing Aug. 16.
“He’s the one who said to us, ‘When I was a stranger ... an
immigrant, you welcomed me,’” the cardinal said. “Our perspective is not the political perspective” others may have about
what has led to huge numbers of asylum-seekers from dozens
of countries crossing into the United States from Mexico, he
said. “Our perspective is to help them ... (with) a sense of
honor that we are able to help these people in whom we see the
face of God.” Before the briefing, Cardinal Dolan and Msgr.
Kevin Sullivan, executive director of Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of New York, met privately with several individuals and families who had arrived in recent days on buses sent
by Texas Gov. Greg Abbott. More than 6,000 migrants have
been bused to the city to date and Catholic Charities of the
New York Archdiocese has assisted 1,500 migrants. These
migrants are seeking “safety, protection and opportunity” in
the U.S., Msgr. Sullivan said.

Digital world leaves some ‘hyperconnected and alone,’ Vatican official says
VATICAN CITY — Good journalism has to be creative and
promote communication that focuses on dialogue, intelligence
and helping build active communities, said the prefect of the
Vatican Dicastery for Communication. Paolo Ruffini, the prefect, said the challenge of good journalism is to find new ways
for a new kind of communication by “focusing on dialogue
rather than on marketing of ideas, on intelligence as a moral
category rather than on fanatical moralism of the crowd.”
“This calls for creativity, capable of reaching people where
they are living, finding opportunities for listening, dialogue
and encounter. We need to return to the simplicity and enthusiasm of the Acts of the Apostles,” he said in his talk Aug. 16 to

members of Signis, the World Catholic Association for
Communication. The Signis World Congress was taking place
online and in-person in Seoul, South Korea, Aug. 15-18, with the
theme, “Peace in the Digital World.” Vatican News published
excerpts of Ruffini’s talk Aug. 16. Ruffini reminded his audience that Pope Francis commented on some of the problems
with social media in his message for the 2019 World Day of
Social Communications. He said, quoting the pope, how these
networks are not automatically synonymous with a healthy
community; too often, their identity is “based on opposition to
the other, the person outside the group.” Too often “we define
ourselves starting with what divides us rather than what
unites us, giving rise to suspicion and to the venting of every
kind of prejudice” and “what ought to be a window on the
world becomes a showcase for exhibiting personal narcissism,”
he said, citing the pope.

Nicaraguan priest detained, others
blocked from Marian celebration
MANAGUA, Nicaragua — Three police patrols detained a
Nicaraguan priest at his parish Aug. 14, in the latest instance
of the government repression of the Catholic Church. The
same day, two other priests said they were stopped from going
to the cathedral in Matagalpa for a Marian celebration. A
source told Catholic News Service the patrols stopped Father
Oscar Benavidez as was driving to celebrate Mass at a chapel
in Mulukukú, and he was taken to the capital, Managua. “We
do not know the causes or reasons for his detention,” the
Diocese of Siuna said in a statement the same day. “We expect
the authorities to keep us informed.” A source in Nicaraguan
Catholic Church who knows Father Benavidez said the
detained priest was from the Diocese of Matagalpa, though
working in the Diocese of Siuna. Bishop Rolando Álvarez of
Matagalpa has been holed up in the diocesan curial offices
since Aug. 4 with six priests and five lay Catholics, besieged by
police. “Father Oscar is paying the price for his innocence,”
said the source, who requested anonymity for security reasons.
“They’re going to invent lies with which to accuse him,” the
source added. “One thinks that things are calming down and
another wave of persecution hits us.” The persecution of
Catholic priests in Nicaragua has intensified as the regime of
President Daniel Ortega portrays the Church as a political
enemy. Vice President Rosario Murillo, Ortega’s wife, has
accused prelates of promoting “terrorist acts.” The repression
has halted Church charitable and educational projects, and
even Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity have been
expelled from the country. Government actions have hindered
Catholics’ freedom of worship and interrupted processions and
celebrations of the Eucharist.

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.
921 Dudley Road
Edgewood, KY 41017
(859) 341-6666

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.
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New principals
(Continued from page 12)

would need in her next position.
Also, during that time Mrs. Urlage and
her husband welcomed their three children.
They are members of Holy Cross Parish,
Latonia, and the two oldest children attend
Holy Cross Elementary School. Their
youngest child is a future Holy Cross Indian
and will join his brother and sister in a couple of years.

During the 21–22 school year Mrs. Urlage
served as the assistant principal at St.
Joseph School and then accepted the position as principal for the 22–23 school year.
She looks forward to working with the staff,
students, and families at St. Joe’s to continue building a community and school that is
focused on meeting goals, high expectations
and strengthening their Catholic identity.

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018

Saif
Jaweed, MD

Chris D.
Thon, OD

Michael S.
Halpin, MD

Joseph T.
Mando, MD

Aaron R.
Noll, MD

Jean
Noll, MD

Jenny
McKenzie, O.D.
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Diocese of Covington appoints Park Hills
police officer as ‘School Resource Officer’
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

“We are living in an uncertain world now,
and school safety has become a priority.”
These words come from Kendra McGuire,
superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of
Covington.
Corresponding with this statement, the
Diocese of Covington schools office has
appointed Officer Ted Edgington as the School
Resource Officer for the Diocese of Covington,
working to assist the Diocese of Covington by
overseeing school safety in all its Catholic
schools.
“We are needing to update our operations
plan with each new event, as it brings new
learning for safety,” said Mrs. McGuire regarding recent violence in schools across the United
States. The hiring of Officer Edgington to this
role is part of the Diocese of Covington’s initiatives to keep students, teachers, staff and
administrators safe.

Ted Edgington, school resource officer, stands alongside Kendra McGuire,
superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Covington.

Baker photo

“We partnered with Ted so that he may
assist all our schools with procedural sort
of tasks,” said Mrs. McGuire, reporting
that Mr. Edgington will also “participate in
site visits to schools to evaluate safety procedures and help schools to improve safety.”
A Park Hills police officer, Officer
Edgington has also served as the Resource
Officer for Covington Catholic High School
for the past three years, having attended the
high school in his youth.
“We already have some great schools
that provide fantastic academics,” said
Officer Edgington in a statement to the
Messenger, “but I just want to help out the
schools and assist the schools and make it
not only have great academics, but also to
be a safer environment for our kids to learn.
And that would be my goal, to work with the
schools and to make it a safer environment
for the kids to get a great education.”

