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Gone but Not Forgotten: MLB Unmarked Graves Project
honors former Reds player Henry ‘Hank’ Gastright with
a new headstone installed in Wilder cemetery
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

A crowd gathered to the Diocese of Covington’s St. Joseph
Cemetery in Wilder for the installation of a headstone attributed to
former Cincinnati Reds player, Henry “Hank” Gastright — whose
grave was left unmarked until Aug. 18.
Those gathered included not only the descendants and family of
the late baseball player, who passed away over 80 years ago in 1937,
but also members of the Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame and their
associated historic baseball team, the 1869 Cincinnati Red
Stockings.
The idea to install headstones for these long-past baseball players was the brainchild of David Shannon, along with his partner
Thomas Bucher, in a project they titled “Gone but Not Forgotten.”
“I enjoy visiting cemeteries, walking around reading gravestones … I also love the history of Major League Baseball. I have
discovered that some people think one or both of these activities
are a bit odd,” said Mr. Shannon as he addressed those gathered for

the headstone’s installation. “But, I’ve also found that there are
many people who share the same interests.”
Hank Gastright’s headstone would be the second successful
installation of Mr. Shannon and Mr. Bucher’s project, the first of
which being the headstone for Theodore “Huck” Conover, another
baseball player buried in an unmarked grave in Lexington, Ky. Both
of these projects were funded by donations from supporters of the
“Gone but Not Forgotten: MLB Unmarked Graves Project.”
Mr. Shannon thanked Brian Harvey, associate director,
Buildings and Properties Office, who oversees several key cemeteries in the Diocese of Covington, for his contributions and support
of this project.
“He is the one who has been my contact for getting permission
and getting everything done. Brian appreciated what we are doing
enough that he himself made a sizable contribution to our cause,”
said Mr. Shannon, “So, we appreciate Brian Harvey and the staff
here at the Diocese of Covington.”

2 August 26, 2022

Messenger

Father Mark Keene and Deacon Jim Fortner
begin new leadership roles in diocese
Laura Keener
Editor

The month of August opened and closed with
two top positions being filled at the Curia. Bishop
John Iffert has appointed Father Mark Keene vicar
general and Deacon James Fortner chief operating
officer for the Diocese of Covington.
“I look forward to collaborating with Father
Keene and Deacon Fortner in leading the Curia staff
and serving parishes of the Diocese of Covington,”
said Bishop Iffert. “I am personally grateful for
their willingness to put their substantial pastoral
and leadership skills at the service of this local
Church.”
Father Keene was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Covington in 1984 by Bishop William
Hughes. In addition to his new assignment as vicar
general, Father Keene’s current assignments
include: pastor, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright; pastoral administrator, Covington Catholic High
School, Park Hills; dean, Northern Kenton County
Deanery; and member of the Presbyteral Council
and Priest Retirement Fund Committee.
Previous assignments included associate pastor, St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas (1984–1987); and St.
Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs (1987–1993); pastor, St.
Benedict Parish, Covington (1993–1999) and chaplain,
Covington Latin School (1997–1999).
A Louisville native, Father Keene attended Holy Spirit
Parish and Holy Trinity High School where he earned an
athletic scholarship to the University of Kentucky playing
football. At UK, he was recognized as an Academic AllAmerican and his team won the Peach Bowl. Upon graduating Phi Beta Kappa from UK in 1979, Father Keene studied pre-theology at St. Pius X Seminary, Erlanger, completing his seminary studies at Mt. St. Mary Seminary,
Cincinnati.

Father Mark Keene,
Deacon James Fortner,
Vicar General
Chief Operating Officer
The role of Vicar General
is a canonical appointment in the Catholic Church. The
Code of Canon Law requires a bishop to appoint at least
one vicar general “who is provided with ordinary power …
and who is to assist him in the governance of the whole
diocese.” (475)
Bishop Roger Foys ordained Jim Fortner a permanent
deacon for the Diocese of Covington in 2019. He is assigned
to his home parish, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft.
Mitchell.
Prior to being name COO for the diocese, Deacon
Fortner was assigned campus minister at Covington
Catholic High School. At Blessed Sacrament Parish he has
taught in the Parish School of Religion, led the “That Man

Is You” men’s spiritual development program and
trained Altar Servers. Other responsibilities in the
Diocese have included spiritual director, Cursillo;
ministering at Madonna Manor; and preparing couples for the sacrament of marriage.
He and his wife, Julie, have been married for 34
years. They have been blessed with five children
and five grandchildren, with two more expected by
the end of this year.
Deacon Fortner received a Bachelor’s of Science
in Economics and Information Systems from
Northern Kentucky University in 1987 and a
Masters in Finance from St. Louis University in
1989. In 2003 he earned a Lay Ministry Development
Certificate from the Diocese of Covington. He completed his diaconate studies in 2019 at The
Athenaeum of Ohio, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary.
Deacon Fortner is a life-long learner and continues
to take classes at The Athenaeum of Ohio, on track
to earn his Masters in Theology in 2023.
After 29 years at Procter and Gamble, most
recently as senior vice president, chief information
officer for Supply Chain, Research and
Development and Procurement Services Worldwide,
Deacon Fortner retired in 2018. After his retirement and
until 2021, he developed his own consulting firm, JAF
Business Services Strategic Consultant, serving over 75
companies worldwide to improve business services.
The Chief Operating Officer (COO) is a new position
developed by Bishop John Iffert to directly collaborator
with the Bishop and Vicar General in planning and implementing goals in every pastoral and administrative area.
The COO directs and supervises the offices of the Curia.
Deacon Fortner will begin his new assignment as COO for
the Diocese of Covington, Aug. 29.

Diocese of Covington introduces travelling first class relic
of St. John Vianney, patron of parish priests
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Maura Baker
Staff Writer

In some dioceses, a travelling chalice or crucifix
that goes from parish to parish to campaign for
intercessions for vocations to the priesthood or religious life isn’t uncommon. However, Father Conor
Kunath, director of Priestly Vocations for the
Diocese of Covington, has expanded on this concept
by introducing a travelling, first class relic of
French saint, St. John Vianney.
The patron saint of parish priests, St. John
Vianney is venerated for his service to the town of
Ars, France, following the French Revolution — the
aftermath of which caused religious indifference
and ignorance in the people of Ars and many other
French towns.
The decision to establish this travelling relic was
one made from hope to draw parishioners in to pray.
“There’s nothing particular about a travelling
crucifix that would draw you to come to church and
pray before it,” remarked Father Kunath, “So I
thought, hey, let’s get something like a relic that
draws people to come to church and pray through
the intercession of that saint for an increase in
vocations.”
With the assistance of Father Jordan Hainsey,
custos of relics for the Diocese of Covington, Father
Kunath was able to obtain this relic for this purpose.
Additionally, the Serra Club for Vocations Northern
Kentucky, a lay organization dedicated to fostering
vocations, “graciously” paid for the reliquary and a
specially made box for the relic to safely travel in,
according to Father Kunath.
While a definitive schedule of when this relic
will be visiting the diocese’s parishes is yet to be
released, Father Kunath expects to begin the relic’s
travels early this September.

A relic of St. John Vianney, patron of parish priests, rests in a box specially made to transport the relic. This first class relic
featuring a thumbnail sized piece of the French saint’s flesh will be travelling throughout the Diocese of Covington beginning
this September for the intercession of vocations.
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Catholic Leadership Institute meets with diocesan leaders

Keener photos

The new diocesan strategic and pastoral development process took steps
forward last week. Carla Molina, relationship manager and leadership consultant for the Catholic Leadership
Institute, was at the Curia presenting
the overall goals and objectives to three
key groups. On Aug. 16, Ms. Molina met
with the Curia staff, pictured right, to
answer questions and to show how
they and their offices would be both
assisted and assisting with the process.
On Aug. 22, Deacon Jim Fortner, chief
operating officer for the Diocese, and
Ms. Molina, pictured far right, met
with the newly formed Core Group and
Planning Commission to identify their
roles. Over the next nine months, the
Planning Commission will review the
data and create the goals and objectives
that will become the diocesan pastoral
plan. The Core Team will stay with the
project for the next four years, being a
sounding board for Bishop John Iffert and helping to keep the plan on
track during its implementation. Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, Bishop Iffert has contracted with the Catholic Leadership
Institute, a lay apostolate of business professional from the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia, to lead the process over the next five years.

‘That Man Is You’ invites men to strong
leadership in faith, community and family
Laura Keener
Editor

St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, will begin year one of
That Man Is You, a spiritual development program for men
that first came to the diocese in 2016 by parishioners at
Blessed Sacrament Parish.
“It’s not a Bible study, even though it uses the Bible. It’s
not a support group, even though I trust the guys will support each other. And it’s not a prayer group, even though
they’ll pray together,” said Msgr. Gerald Reinersman, pastor, St. Joseph Parish.
Each TMIY session begins with a video presentation on
certain topic. “They’re not directly related to faith formation, but they certainly help a man form his life around
values and virtues.”
The integration of spiritual and social elements centered around a center topic each week is what Msgr.
Reinersman likes about TMIY and is why he has asked
Will Baumann and Ben Franzen to spear head the program at the parish. TMIY is a yearlong program, from
August to May, with two 14-week sessions. The first meet-

ing of TMIY — Year 1, will take place at St. Joseph Parish,
Memorial Hall, on Tuesdays, Sept. 13, 8–9:30 p.m. Men do
not have to be parishioners to attend. And while most men
who begin the program do attend most, if not all, of the
sessions, it is not mandatory. What organizers want most
is for men to give it a try.
“I hope men are willing to give it a shot and go into it
with an open mind,” said Mr. Bauman. “Hopefully, you
know, with Divine Providence and the strength of the Holy
Spirit, we will continue to develop this important aspect of
our life.”
Mr. Baumann said that “everyone who attends is going
to benefit in their own way.” The program is structured,
beginning with a video presentation on the topic to be discussed that day. The program is not just for married men
or men with children.
“It (TMIY) is marketed as a way to address men whoever they are and however they are and whatever configuration they come in — broken or whole, no faith to very faithful, single to married and anything in between,” said Mr.
Baumann. “It’s all situations of every man that you could

possibly think of — they’re invited to come and to bring
that experience to the table.”
The overarching theme of TMIY is leadership building.
“We are going to build leaders out of men and these leaders are going to be leading with faith,” he said.
Mr. Franzen said TMIY is an opportunity to get together and talk about faith, an opportunity, the Bishop
Brossart High School basketball coach said, that seems to
be rare for men. Men, he said, tend to think that they are
“too busy to hang out.” He said they respect that, which is
why they chose to hold the meeting later in the evening
and, he said, “will begin and end on time.”
As the men at St. Joseph Parish begin the TMIY program, Bill Dehlinger encourages the men “to follow the
recipe.”
“We have a tendency to take a shortcut because it’s easier that way or at least we think it is,” said Mr. Dehlinger.
The TMIY program is a recipe for success — just like an
old fashioned pie. “If grandma’s apple pie recipe says butter, don’t put in margarine. Butter is what makes it good.
Follow the recipe.”
Mr. Dehlinger and Deacon Jim Fortner have been leading the TMIY program at Blessed Sacrament. This fall they
will begin TMIY — Year 6. Deacon Fortner said that while
there is some benefit to begin the program with Year 1, it
(Continued on page 7)

Bishop’s
Schedule

Aug. 27
Diocesan Scouting summit,
Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium,
Covington, 8:30 a.m.
Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption,
Covington, 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 28
Catholic Charities CaSSba,
Drees Pavilion, 3 p.m.

Franciscan Daughters elect servant leader
Mother Seraphina Quinlan was elected Community Servant Leader by the Franciscan Daughters of Mary at its General
Chapter meeting, Aug. 13. The day began with Mass celebrated by Bishop John Iffert. Pictured with Bishop Iffert
(from left) are: Franciscan Daughters of Mary Sisters Therese Marie Rusciolelli, Veronica Mary Carlson, Mother
Seraphina, Catherine Mary Arozarena, Mary Elizabeth Poulin and Clare Marie Borchard.

Mass, Mother of God Parish,
Covington, 9:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.

Aug. 30
Advisory Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.
Aug. 31
All School Mass,
Villa Madonna Academy,
Villa Hills, 10 a.m.
Sept. 5
Diocesan Curia offices closed
in observance of the Labor
Day holiday
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Making a recessive journey
In a particularly poignant passage in her poem, “The
Leaf and the Cloud,” Mary Oliver pictures herself standing at the gravesite of her mother and father, reflecting
on their lives. They were far from perfect and she doesn’t
sugarcoat their faults. She
openly names her mother’s
IN EXILE
heaviness of soul and her
father’s immature faith.
She knows that many of
her own struggles have
roots there. However, she
isn’t visiting their graves to
lay blame on them. She’s
there to kiss them an honest goodbye, at peace finally
with both their less-thanperfect lives and their influence on her. She thanks
them for everything, the
Father Ron Rolheiser
good and the bad, wishes
them well in the deep earth, and then says, “But I will not
give them the kiss of complicity. I will not give them the
responsibility for my life.”
All of us might do well to make this kind of recessive
journey in terms of revisiting our early religious training. An interesting gravesite. Unfortunately, many of us
don’t ever tarry there long enough to truly sort out what
blessed us and what wounded us when some very fallible
human agents introduced God to us. Today it is common
(almost fashionable) for people to look back only negatively on their early religious training. Indeed many speak of
being “in recovery” from it and often blame every kind of
unhappiness and neurosis in their lives on their early
religious training.

No doubt, some of this is valid, early religious training
does leave a permanent mark on us. However, we owe it to
ourselves, our parents, our early teachers, and to honesty
to sort out the positives and negatives of our early religious background and, like Mary Oliver, make peace with
it, even if we cannot give it the kiss of complicity.
What’s my own story? For me, awakening to consciousness and awakening to God and Church were inextricably linked. The Roman Catholicism of the time was
the air I breathed as a child and this was Roman
Catholicism prior to Vatican II — a Catholicism replete
with both positives and negatives. The spirituality of my
childhood was one of absolute truths, of non-negotiable
rules, of strong demands, of tribalism and of narrow
inclusivity. We, and we alone were the one true faith.
Moreover, all of this was underwritten by a God who kept
a scrupulous watch on your every action, didn’t easily
give you permission to make a mistake, held the sixth
commandment above all others, used shame as a weapon,
and was frowning a lot of the time.
But, that was far from all of it. There was a whole
other side. The family, community and church that christened me had communal bonds that most communities
today can only envy. You truly were part of a body, a family, and a community that incarnated a sense of transcendence that made faith something natural, and community
part of your very identity. You knew you were a child of
God and you knew too that you were a moral creature
with real responsibilities to others and to God. You knew
your eternal significance, your essential dignity and the
moral responsibility that came with that and you couldn’t
exempt yourself from it.
What all of this did was ground you existentially in a
very fundamental, non-negotiable human, moral and reli-

gious truth, namely, that your life was not simply your
own to do with whatever you wished. You knew in a way
that you could not ignore, except by way of infidelity, that
you were constitutively social, interdependent, ecclesial
and that God put you on this earth not just to make a
good life for yourself. You had a vocation, a certain duty
to serve, and God, family, community and Church could
ask you to give your life over. Today, I see this particular
brand on my soul as one of the most precious of all gifts
that I received from the spirituality of my childhood.
Whatever demons came along with that were worth it.
Besides demons can be cast out and most of those
buried inside the catechesis of my childhood have slowly
been exorcised through the years. What did it? Lots of
things: years of studying and teaching theology, reading
good literature, having good spiritual directors, seeing a
robust and joyous health in women and men of faith, persevering in my own dogged (and far-from-perfect) attempt
to be faithful to prayer, the Eucharist, and Church community through seven decades, and, not least, the grace of
God.
Today I look back on my early religious training in a
way wherein the negatives are eclipsed by the positives. I
am thankful for it all, even its initial rigidity, timidity,
tribalism, fearfulness and false fears of God, because
something inside all of that grounded me and taught me
what is ultimately important. Indeed, rigidity, timidity,
tribalism and excess caution aren’t a bad place to start
from because after they loosen their grip, you are free for
the rest of your life. No small gift!
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author.

Maturing faith (Genesis 12:1 and 22:2)
It is not always easy for me to respond to God with
alacrity. I hesitate, question, analyze, consider consequences. Musing about Abram’s life gives some insight
into the way responding to
God changes as we
MUSINGS
mature.
“Go!” Two times God
commands Abram
(Abraham), “Go!” The
Hebrew for the command,
in both cases, is an
emphatic Lek Leka. The
first time he is asked to
leave all that provides
security and embark on a
dangerous journey to a
destination that is not
revealed. “Go forth from
your land, your relatives,
Sister Fidelis Tracy,
and from your father’s
C.D.P.
house…” (Gen 12:1).
Travel without the protection of extended family, flocks,
servants? Unthinkable! Going it alone meant extreme
danger and likely death.
Then a ridiculous promise that, arriving at the destination, Abram is going to become a great nation (Gen 12:
2). We know only two things about Abram — that his family left its homeland, Ur, without arriving at its destination and that he has a barren wife (Gen 11:27-31). How can
he become a great nation which necessitates a homeland
and a plethora of descendants? The project seems
doomed to failure from the beginning and the only natural, human response to the command and promise would
be laughter in the tone of “Yeah, right!”
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Yet, to Lek Leka, Abram’s response is swift and decisive, perhaps even rash. He “went as the LORD directed
him” (Gen 12: 4). Was Abram thinking that because God
commanded it, there would be no obstacles, that it would
not take effort on his part? The narrative does not indicate that Abram shed any tears or felt any grief about the
severed relationships that leaving all entailed. How could
it be so easy to get up and go? Were there no loving ties or
had he not yet learned to love deeply?
Abram and Sarai quickly learn that obedience does
not guarantee protection from problems. Soon after arriving at the destination, Canaan, a famine forces the couple
to flee to Egypt. Afraid that the Egyptians will kill him to
free Sarai for marriage, Abram engages in a deception to
protect himself, one that endangers Sarai. God must
intervene and Abram learns he is to love and value Sarai
and others above his own security.
It goes on, with Abraham and Sarah trying to direct
the course. Sometimes they do well, sometimes they fail.
But God is always faithful ensuring that the promise can
be kept. Abram becomes Abraham and develops a new
relationship with God, challenging God and realistically
laughing at the renewal of the ridiculous promise (Gen
17:15-17). Isaac is born when Sarah is 90 years old. While
human cooperation is essential, the child is not the product of human effort but is the result of God’s intervention.
Near the end of Abraham’s life, when there is just one
descendant and no ownership of land in Canaan, God
again commands him to “go,” with the emphatic “Lek
Leka” (Gen 22: 1). The horrendous goal of this trip is
announced without fanfare as though it were a routine
action. When he arrives at the place that God will show
him, Abraham is to offer Isaac as a holocaust (Gen 22:2).

(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
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The narrator expertly constructed the account, dwelling
on the preciousness of Isaac, “Your son Isaac, your only
one, whom you love” (Gen 22:2).
Ah, love! Abraham has learned to love and cherish.
Instead of the abrupt, Abraham went as God had told
him, the narrative slows to a snail’s pace as the text lists
all the preparations that Abraham makes (Gen 22:3). He
saddles his donkey and gathers the wood he cut. It might
give the impression that he is dragging his feet or at least
postponing the trip. But “go” — he does as commanded. Is
the intent of this measured telling an attempt to show us
how Abraham has been changed by the life between the
commands, how he has learned the cost of obedience?
Life has brought him to humility and revealed what it
means to cooperate without trying to control. He has
learned how to love and put others above himself. Life
has taught him the cost of discipleship. Initial obedience
that is blind and rash is not the end but the beginning of
the relationship with God.
Abraham moves with measured deliberation, perhaps
even contemplatively, surely with questions, as he prepares for the obedience that he knows must follow. One
thing is certain, Abraham has total trust in God even as
he questions and hesitates. Here, near the end of his life,
the trust is realistic about cost and about his own need to
allow God to be in control. This mature trust is more profound than the youthful trust that seems rash and
unaware of consequences. May our faith mature even as
it questions.
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theology professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills,
Ky.
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The unrecognized
bishop
The readings for the twenty-second Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle “C” are: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 2829; Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24; and Luke 14:1, 7-14.
Several years ago I attended a leadership conference for
diocesan personnel who are helping parishes implement
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. One group of
participants from a southwest diocese told of the antics of
their bishop at the Rite of Election, held each year on the
first Sunday of Lent.
The bishop always
EIGHTH DAY
arrives at the cathedral
before anyone else. He stations himself at one of the
entrances and warmly
welcomes the catechumens and their godparents
as they enter. He hands
each one a participation
booklet and assists many
in finding their assigned
seating. A few of the
arrivals recognize him —
most do not.
About five minutes
Father Daniel Vogelpohl
before the ceremony is
scheduled to begin, he retires to the sacristy to don his
vestments. As the ceremony begins and the entrance procession makes its way up the main aisle, all eyes of the
catechumens are searching for what they think will be
their first personal glimpse of their bishop. How surprised
and pleased they are when they see that their bishop is
this warm and friendly man who personally welcomed
them just a few minutes earlier.
None of the ceremony that followed served to exalt him
more in their minds than those moments spent in welcoming service before the rite began.
“For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled,
and he who humbles himself shall be exalted.” (Today’s
Gospel)
Today’s Scripture selections speak to us about humility
and greatness. There is a kind of false humility that would
have someone always proclaiming his or her unworthiness and unsuitability. This false humility is demonstrated
by folks who can’t accept a compliment. They protest, “Oh,
it was nothing!” and “Anybody could do it,” when, in fact,
it was something special which not everyone could do.
There also is a false sense of importance or greatness.
It is demonstrated by people who are always making a
public display of themselves trying to convince others
(and themselves?) that they are indeed important. This
was the contemporary situation that Jesus addresses in
the Gospel.
It was quite commonplace for the well to do in Jesus’
time to arrive “fashionably late” at a formal dinner. That
way, everyone else would be seated and be able to watch
them as they paraded into the room in their elegant
clothes and were led to the positions of prominence. In
other words, these people saw to it that others would take
notice of them.
It is important for us to realize that Jesus does not deny
that some people are important and that there are places
of prominence. After all, his advice about taking the last
place at the table is given to demonstrate how a person
might indeed end up in a place of prominence. What Jesus
does, however, is reverse our usual way of thinking.
True greatness, like respect, is not something we can
demand that others give us. It is something freely
bestowed upon us by those who recognize what we really
are when we live as humble servants. Those catechumens
in the southwest recognized their bishop as a true servant.
He will always be great in their eyes without ever having
to wield a crosier or don a miter.
“My child, conduct your affairs with humility and you
will be loved more than a giver of gifts. Humble yourself
the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with
God.” (First Reading)
Father Daniel Vogelpohl is a retired priest of the Diocese
of Covington, Ky. This column is being reprinted from his
popular 34-year Messenger Scripture reflection series,
“Eighth Day.”

What can we expect from
a National Eucharistic Revival?
The three-year National Eucharistic Revival launched
here in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis and in dioceses
throughout the United States June 19 is intended to be a
time of spiritual renewal
with a particular focus on
GUEST
the holy Eucharist.
For decades now, Mass
Daniel Conway
attendance on Sundays
and holy days of obligation in the U.S. has been declining.
Thanks to the recent pandemic, which closed churches
for a significant period of time, Masses had to be
livestreamed and participation in the holy Eucharist was
limited to making a “spiritual communion” rather than
actually receiving the body and blood of Christ in the
form of bread and wine that has been transformed by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Added to this undisputed reality of a decline in physical participation in the Mass is the fact that studies show
that many Catholics in the U.S. do not understand the
most fundamental teaching about the Eucharist.
To make matters worse, the reception of holy
Communion has become a political issue. Should political
figures or celebrities who identify as Catholics but who
defy church teaching in ways that are considered scandalous be denied holy Communion? Or does using the
Blessed Sacrament in this way further diminish the reverence and respect due to the body and blood of Christ
who came to save sinners and righteous people alike?
Confronted with these overwhelming issues, the bishops of the United States have decided that what we need
now is a Eucharistic revival. The stated purpose of this
revival is to “renew the church by enkindling a living
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the holy
Eucharist.”
To accomplish this, the bishops said the revival seeks
“to inspire a movement of Catholics across the United
States who are healed, converted, formed and unified by
an encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist — and who are
then sent out on mission for the life of the world.”
To heal, convert, form and unify people who are
deeply divided on fundamental issues of social, economic
and political life will require nothing less than a miracle:
the grace of God acting through the minds, hearts and
actions of people. These are the same people who are
being challenged to return to a Church that seems
increasingly irrelevant to their daily lives, so God’s grace
is essential.

This is not the first time that we have faced these
kinds of challenges. God’s grace is sufficient to overcome
every obstacle we face yesterday, today and always. Thank
God, in the midst of these troubled times, Jesus is present, reminding us that he is more powerful than any
storm. He desires to heal, renew and unify the Church
and the world, and he has given us two irreplaceable gifts
to help us open our hearts and cooperate with him. These
two priceless gifts are the Eucharist and the Holy Spirit.
By means of increased spiritual interest and renewal
in our devotion to the holy Eucharist, we can allow Christ
to draw close to us in the most intimate way imaginable.
We can welcome him into our souls by receiving him
with reverence and joy into our bodies during holy
Communion. And we can adore him in the Blessed
Sacrament, the real presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
available to us always in the tabernacle.
This is the work of the Holy Spirit accomplished in us
if we allow it. By uniting us around the source and summit of our faith — the holy Eucharist, the Holy Spirit
achieves the unthinkable. God’s grace experienced in and
through the Eucharist brings us the healing and hope
that seem so far removed from our daily lives when we
have lapsed in our observance of this great mystery of
our faith.
The National Eucharistic Revival will culminate in the
National Eucharistic Congress, which will be held July
17-21, 2024, in Indianapolis. The American bishops hope
that this revival will occasion a joyful, expectant, grassroots response from the entire Catholic community in the
U.S. to the Holy Spirit’s invitation to overcome the sins of
doubt, despair and indifference that have caused the current decline in participation in the life of our Church.
The question is: Will we be open to the working of the
Holy Spirit, who seeks to enkindle a missionary fire in
the heart of our nation as we reconsecrate ourselves to
the holy Eucharist, the source and summit of our faith?
And will we cooperate fully with God’s grace so that this
Eucharistic revival can really take place among divided,
disinterested and actively resistant people?
Daniel Conway is a board member of The Criterion,
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. His commentary has been provided by Catholic News Service. The
views or positions presented in this or any guest editorial
are those of the individual publication and do not necessarily represent the views of Catholic News Service or of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Sharing some reflections on hope
During the final week of July we had our community
retreat. The week’s focus was on hope and it was guided
by Sister Michaela Hedican, a Benedictine from St.
Joseph, Minn. and Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Her talks were
in a friendly, casual style that revealed a deep and knowledgeable background. As
part of her 10 brief reflecVIEWPOINT
tions, Sister Michaela frequently used anecdotes,
stories I found insightful
and memorable. I decided
to share some of them in
case a reader or two might
find some truth in them as
I did.
1. “Letting go” is a frequent admonition of both
therapists and spiritual
directors because its opposite — holding on to certain feelings, patterns, or
Sister Colleen Winston,
even people — can someO.S.B.
times be hurtful in the
long run. Sister Michaela quoted another person as commenting: “Anything I ever let go of has claw marks on it.”
I chuckled at its humorous reality check.
2. In one of her early talks, Sister Michaela referred to

the Chinese tale of an old farmer whose friend heard
something good had occurred and congratulated him.
The farmer replied: “Good news? Bad news? Who
knows?” I was really struck by this. Isn’t it true that
when something happens, good or bad, it can later develop into something very different? For example: you miss
a ride then later happen to run into a friend you haven’t
seen for years. Isn’t this kind of twist what the farmer
was talking about? Doesn’t it happen often enough to
keep routine from taking over our day-to-day existence?
Sometimes bad can trigger good or the other way around,
but as the anecdote implies, one event is often not the end
of the story.
3. A biblical anecdote Sister Michaela mentioned was,
I think, quite significant. She spoke of a midrash version
of the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. (Midrash was an
ancient Jewish commentary on scripture that did not
make it into the Bible itself.) The commentary said that
the Sea did not part until the first Israelite actually put
his/her foot into the water. Isn’t that quite a comment on
hope? Hope is not an abstract virtue. It’s not just a matter
of belief and ritual — it’s an action.
All these stories and more say a variety things about
hope. One thought in particular that stuck with me is
that sometimes hope is present without our realizing it.
(Continued on page 17)
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Local pro-life leaders respond to the fall of Roe
In June the nationwide legalization of unrestricted abortion
ended. We asked several pro-life leaders, advocates and
activists to share their reflections here. — The We Choose Life
Committee

“I was ordained a priest in 1973, the same year the Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion in the United States. Since that day I have prayed
to see this decision reversed before I die. I thank God that I have lived to
see that prayer answered. My heart is filled with gratitude to Almighty
God and to all those, especially
in our beloved Diocese of
Covington, who have worked
so diligently and prayed so fervently to see this day. To God be
the glory!” — Most Rev. Roger
Joseph Foys, D.D., Bishop
Emeritus, Diocese of Covington

be done to restore respect for human life. Still, I continue to hope that
through us God will bless the world with what it so desperately needs —
Christian love.” — Clare Ruehl, past member of Pro-Life Advisory Board and
parishioner, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell

“Even though the Supreme Court’s decision doesn’t solve the underlying problem of changing hearts, it’s a first step in the right direction and a
great sign of hope to those who have worked to promote the dignity of
the unborn child all these years.
“A profound moment came for the Sisters a few days after the reversal,
when a neighbor taped a
handwritten note to the
mural of Our Lady of
Guadalupe at our Rose
Garden Mission. It read: ‘I wish
I had no choice. I hate myself
every day for what I did.
Please keep your baby, you
will love yourself for it!’”—

“For me, the announcement
Mother Seraphina Marie, serbrought out many emotions —
vant-leader, Franciscan
disbelief, joy and then sadness
Daughters of Mary
at what the media was report“I thank God for the couraing. Now more than ever I realgeous Justices who righted
ize the importance of how I witthe wrong created in 1973
ness to others and how we as a
and for the innumerable perdiocese act. We must pray. We
sons who have fought so
must help those struggling
CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn
long for the true rights of
with misinformation. And as a
Church we must directly minis- Pro-life demonstrators are seen near the Supreme Court in Washington June women and the unborn. They
15, 2022. The court overruled the landmark Roe v. Wade abortion decision in
inspire me in my work as an
ter to women and families in
its ruling in the Dobbs case on a Mississippi law banning most abortions after
emergency medicine physicrisis.
15 weeks June 24.
cian, where I meet persons
“I feel much hope, but many
who have chosen self-destructive behaviors or been abandoned by family
hurdles face us before our job is done and abortion becomes unthinkin their time of need, and where the already stressful medical environable.” — Faye Roch, director, Pro-Life Office, Diocese of Covington
ment is increasingly driven by money.
“On June 24, 2022, we celebrated the day we have prayed, fought and
“Many pro-life examples have given me motivation to hope and perwaited for: Roe v. Wade was overturned! Yet laws across our country seem sist, especially the D.C. March for Life, the diocesan Pro-Life Advisory Board
to change every day, ranging from bans except to preserve the mother’s
and Pro-Life Office, the 8th-grade Pro-Life Essay Contest, 40 Days for Life
life right up to full-term elective abortion. At New Hope Center, our postprayer vigils and parish events. In particular, the Catholic Medical
Roe world means we are busier than ever. More and more mothers and
Association has benefited me enormously — both personally and profesfathers facing unplanned pregnancies desperately need what we provide sionally. I encourage all healthcare providers to investigate the CMA, to
— a safe place filled with life-giving love, hope, help and compassion.” —
help us live our pro-life vocation every day.” — Bill Wehrman, MD, president, Catholic Medical Association Guild, Diocese of Covington and member,
Karen Class, executive director, New Hope Center
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood
“I felt subdued the day the Roe decision was announced. I was glad
and said a prayer of thanksgiving, but I wondered if we will rise to the
“The spotlight of truth finally exposed legalized abortion as bad law.
occasion. After all, the decision didn’t change pro-abortion attitudes, it
But after 50 years of deceit, causing regretted decisions, lost lives and
only emboldened them. It will take the example of our actions, coupled
empty arms, some still cannot see beyond the darkness the culture of
with prayer and God’s help, to change them. I pray all people will see us
step up to support mothers, children — born and unborn — families and sterility promotes. Let us vow never again to be blind to every person’s
value as God’s beloved children, from first spark of life to last breath.” —
every vulnerable person with actions that reflect their dignity.” — Father
Raymond Enzweiler, chair and associate professor of Theology, Thomas More
University, Crestview Hills

“The news that Roe was overturned felt surreal. Emotions flooded over
me, since I’ve worked for this for over 40 years, but I thanked Almighty
God immediately! I know our pro-life work is not over. We must continue
to serve pregnant women in need, removing their obstacles instead of
their precious babies. We must continue to help women heal from past
abortions. And we must continue to educate and evangelize to build a
Culture of Life where abortion is unthinkable.” — Karen Riegler, former
director, diocesan Pro-Life Office and member of Families for Life, St. Barbara
Parish, Erlanger

“When my hope that the years of prayer and action of so many to
reverse Roe v. Wade was finally realized, I was overjoyed! My joy, however,
was tempered by the somber reality that the battle to end abortion and
heal its wounds, especially to women, is not over. Much work remains to

Paula Westwood, former executive director, Cincinnati Right to Life (2002–
2018), and Respect Life Coordinator, with husband Greg, St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill

“While laws may change, we know that hearts also must change in
order to save the lives of the unborn. Care Net remains committed to the
sanctity of life and to the health and wellbeing of parents facing unintended pregnancy, even as calls requesting abortion information, especially for the abortion pill, have risen significantly.
“At three Northern Kentucky Care Net locations, we uphold women’s
health by ultrasounds that confirm a viable pregnancy or detect ectopic
pregnancy, by screening, testing and treating women and their partners
for sexually transmitted infections and by providing material resources
and education in a loving, non-judgmental environment. Please join us in
supporting this life-saving ministry, and please pray with us every day for
all pregnancy center workers everywhere.” — Lyndi Zembrodt, executive
director, Care Net Pregnancy Services of Northern Kentucky

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.
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Wisdom of old age is a beacon for future generations, pope says
For Christians,
he explained, death
VATICAN CITY — Elderly men and
is “a little like a secwomen are called to pass on their wisond birth.”
dom and shine a path toward a better
“If the first was a
tomorrow for future generations, Pope
birth on earth, this
Francis said.
second is a birth in
As one approaches the final leg of
heaven,” the pope
their mortal journey, little details,
said. “Just as, in the
such as “a caress, a smile, a gesture, an
moment we come
appreciated effort, an unexpected surout of our mother’s
prise, a hospitable cheerfulness, a
womb, we are still
faithful bond become more acute,” and
ourselves, the same
what is most essential in life “becomes
human being that
definitively clear to us,” the pope said
was in the womb,
Aug. 24 during his weekly general
so, after death, we
audience.
are born to heaven,
CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Reuters
“This wisdom of old age is the
to God’s space, and
place of our gestation, which illumi- Pope Francis greets people during the weekly general audience
we are still ournates the lives of children, of young at the Vatican, Aug. 24, 2022.
selves, who walked
people, of adults, of the entire commuon this earth.”
nity. We, the elderly should be this for others; a light for othJesus’ resurrection from the dead, the pope continued,
ers,” he said.
and his subsequent appearance to his disciples are a source
In his catechesis, the final in a series of talks on old age,
of hope that allows Christians to see death not as an end,
the pope reflected on the recent feast of the Assumption,
but as “a kind of step toward the encounter with Jesus, who
which he said served as a reminder that “the destination is
is waiting for me to bring me to (God).”
heaven.”
“The Risen One lives in God’s world, where there is a

place for everyone, where a new earth is being formed, and
the heavenly city, man’s final dwelling place, is being built,”
he said.
A life lived according to the Gospel, he added, prepares
Christians for the passage into eternal life and “puts us in
tune with the unprecedented destination of the life we sow.”
“Our whole life appears like a seed that will have to be
buried so that its flower and its fruit can be born. It will be
born, along with everything else in the world. Not without
labor pains, not without pain, but it will be born. And the
life of the risen body will be a hundred and a thousand
times more alive than we have tasted it on this earth,” the
pope said.
Pope Francis called on all Christians to “hope for this
fullness of life that awaits us all,” that is not “a bored expectation” but rather “an expectation with eager anticipation.”
“Yes, dear brothers and sisters — especially you elderly
— the best of life is yet to come. ‘But we are old, what more
is yet to come?’ The best, because the best of life is yet to
come,” the pope said.
Death may cause “a little bit of fear, because I don’t know
what this passage means, and passing through that door
causes a little fear, but there is always the hand of the Lord
that carries us forward, and beyond the door there is a
feast,” he said.

‘That Man Is You’

spiritual life, which involves deep reflection on the truths
of the faith, combined with opportunities for devotion.
And, in addition to that, they’re able to share their experiences together. The men are able to share their faith and
their life experiences as they grow in holiness. It becomes
a very powerful program, because they’re growing
towards closer to God, but they’re doing it together,” he
said.
Father Hils said that the TMIY program has also been
very edifying for him as priest.
“The priest always is edified when he sees lay people living their faith and taking it seriously. So, when I see these
men coming to pray, coming for adoration, coming for
these meetings week after week, that lifts me up as a priest,
because I see their fidelity and I see their reverence and
their fervor. It makes the priests want to be a better priest,”
Father Hils said.

Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

(Continued from page 3)

is not necessary — a man can start coming anytime.
“What we’re doing is helping the Church one family at
a time, one man at a time, at home praying and being more
of that witness that he needs to be with his wife and his
children,” Deacon Fortner said.
Scott Ruthsatz, parishioner, St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood, and head basketball coach for Covington
Catholic High School, has been a regular attendee of
Blessed Sacrament Parish’s TMIY. He said that he values
having “a community of brotherhood” outside of his role
as coach and teacher.
“It was a new opening to new friendships,” Coach
Ruthsatz said.
Coach Ruthsatz said that he was encouraged by his wife
— who attends St. Pius Parish’s “Walking With Purpose” a
complimentary program for woman — to attend TMIY. As
the father of seven children, Coach Ruthsatz said that
TMIY and the men there have helped him to reflect on
fatherhood and the importance of being a strong male
leader in the family and what that looks like.
“As the father of seven children you got through a lot of
different personalities. How do you want to lead your children in the right direction? You gain strength and feed off
these other men that you meet because a lot of them are
either going through similar situations or have been
through what you are going through and can really give
some great insights,” he said.
A large part of the success of the program at Blessed
Sacrament Parish has been the support of the pastor —

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

first Father Daniel Vogelpohl, former pastor who approved
the program, and now Father Damien Hils, current pastor
and Father Augustine Aidoo, parochial vicar.
“We’re all working towards the same objective, to transform,” said Deacon Fortner. “It’s not good enough to just be
a parishioner, you got to transform your heart.”
After six years, Deacon Fortner and Mr. Dehlinger said
that they have seen that transformation begin to take
shape both at the parish and in the personal lives of the
men who attend. Men who have attended TMIY have
stepped out of their comfort zones to help clean the
church, teach in the parish school of religion program,
attend retreats and help begin First Friday adoration at
the parish.
Father Hils said TMIY has been a “very powerful program” at Blessed Sacrament Parish.
“It helps men, both single and married men, develop a
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New teachers and principals commissioned
Bishop John Iffert and Kendra
McGuire welcomed about 90 teachers, Aug. 2, for the annual new
teacher orientation and commissioning. The following day, six new
principal were commissioned for
the 2022–2023 school year.
At both sessions, Bishop Iffert
explained the important ministry
that principals and teachers have
in the Diocese of Covington.
“I want you to remember that
you are my pastoral associate,”
said Bishop Iffert. “That’s the way
I think of principals. I call them
principals because that’s the convention, but they are really a fellow
minister in the vineyard of Christ
who are responsible for guiding
and supervising and managing the
largest ministry, the ministry in
which we make the largest investment. This is the way I view our
schools, they are ministries, ministries of our diocesan church,
ministries of our parishes. When
someone accepts a position to
teach in our school I think of them
as ministers of the Gospel. You
today are being commissioned as
ministers of the Gospel. No matter
what you teach the first lesson we
want you to teach is love of God
and love of neighbor as authentically interpreted by the Catholic
Church … I thank you for joining
me.”

Keener photos

(top left) Bishop John Iffert and (above left) Kendra McGuire, superintendent of Schools, gathered new teachers and principals for orientation and commissioning as
the 2022–23 school year began. (top right) New principals, from left, are Aideen Briggs, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell; Christina Rice, Prince of Peace
School, Covington; Emily Urlage, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring; Jennifer Geiman, St. Mary School, Alexandria; Grant Brennen, St. Henry District High School,
Erlanger; and Michele Carle-Bosch, Holy Trinity School, Bellevue. (above right) The new teachers bow their heads as Bishop Iffert offers his blessing.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS
er the roots of the Church’s teaching on the Eucharist.
The series begins Thursday, Sept. 8 with a morning session at 10:30 a.m. which is then repeated in the evening at
6:30 p.m., at Mother of God Church. This series will be
based on the book, “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the
Eucharist: Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper,” by
Brad Pitre.
St. Anne Retreat Center will host a Women’s Retreat
“Growing Closer to The Father,” Sept. 9–11, with
retreat leader Franciscan Daughters of Mary Mother
Seraphina. Topics include: Trust — Having no fear; How
to pray — with the Psalms, Lectio Divina; and spiritual
warfare. Retreat begins Friday, 5:30 p.m. with dinner and
concludes Sunday following 10 a.m. Mass. Cost: $175.
Registration deadline, Aug. 26. Call 441-2003 or e-mail
csmith@covdio.org.

Sink or float

At Holy Cross Elementary School, Latonia, Summer
Campbell challenged her students to create a Pringles stack
ring during STEM class on the first week back in class.

Find brothers to journey with you on your walk of
faith. “That Man Is You” provides men a place to
encounter Jesus and to learn the teachings of his Church
so that they can be effective leaders in their home, their
parish and greater society. St. Joesph Parish, Cold Spring,
will begin That Man Is You, Year 1, Tuesdays 8 p.m. from
Sept. 13 thru Dec. 13. For information e-mail
baumannwill16@gmail.com.

The prayer intention for September, as recommended by Pope Francis, is for abolition of the death
penalty; that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity
of the human person, may be legally abolished in every
country

Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of
Reflection, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Sept. 17, St. John Parish,
Carrollton; Oct. 8, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring; Nov. 19,
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood and Dec. 17, St. Timothy
Parish, Union. No charge. No sign up.

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.

The 2022 Serra Club Golf Outing is scheduled for
Sept. 22 at Twin Oaks Golf Club, Latonia. Shotgun start
9 a.m. Cost $100 per golfer (this price includes 18 holes of
golf with cart, lunch buffet, on- course refreshments, and
door prizes). Contact Serran Mike Murray at 630-4228.

Come celebrate First Friday Mass followed by a healing service, Sept. 2, St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs,
with Father Thomas Picchioni, beginning at 7:15 p.m.
with music by the Sacred Heart Praise Band; Mass at 7:30
p.m. Hosted by the Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic
Community of the Diocese of Covington. Call 341-5932.

St. John the Evangelist Parish, Covington, is hosting
a taco and burger parish picnic Sept. 24. Mass will be a
3 p.m. followed by the picnic.

Pringle ring challenge

Second graders at St. Patrick School, Taylor Mill, kicked off
the year with a science experiment featuring predictions
about whether objects would sink or float — then testing
those predictions.
application and admissions processes, financial aid, academic program offerings, and more.
Bishop Brossart High School Sports Hall of Fame
ceremony will take place Oct. 15, 6 p.m., in the Seither
Center. This inductees are: Matt Hartig, Michael Bartlett,
Jarrod Schmidt, Kaite Walz Smith, Katie Wright Funk,
Jasmine Vogelpohl Tiller, (Tom Seither Service Award) –
posthumously awarded to Larry Livingston, and 1991
Boys Basketball Team (Team of Distinction). Cost is $30.
Contact agreely@bishopbrossart.org to make a reservation.

Festivals

Join Our Lady of Light Ministries for its 30th
Anniversary: Days of Prayer and Mercy, Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1. This year Immaculée Ilibagiza will be speaking.
Call (513) 531-6279.
Sunday, Sept. 4, Newport Central Catholic High School,
Newport, will have a watch party for the Western &
Southern/WEBN Labor Day Fireworks. Food, drinks,
and games will begin at 5 p.m. (no cans, bottles or coolers
will be permitted.) Admission is five dollars, ages 6 and
under are free, limited parking passes are available. To
register visit https://www.ncchs.com/news.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - noon.,
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the public,
50 percent off the first Thursday of each month. Proceeds
benefit children living at DCCH Center. Donation drop-off
preferred during regular Flea Market hours – 75
Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.
Father Michael Comer is taking a foundational
approach to catechesis on the Eucharist by inviting
everyone to journey back in the Old Testament to uncov-

Eighth annual St. Joseph Academy Golf Outing, “Tee
off for the Kids,” Sept. 30, Pioneer Golf Course,
Independence. Shotgun start 10:30 a.m.; cost $100/golfer,
includes 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch buffet, refreshments, and dinner. Proceeds to replace outdated A/C
units. Call 485-6444 or e-mail lnix@sjawalton.com.
Sixth annual Craft Show, Oct. 7, St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.; handcrafted items. Call 485-6444 or
e-mail sjanews@gmail.com.
“Walking Your Path with Christ,” a silent directed
retreat for women and men, will be held at St. Walburg
Monastery Guest House Oct. 7–9, with spiritual director
Sister Dorothy Schuette. Retreatants are invited to join
the monastic choir for Liturgy of the Hours. The number
of retreatants is limited to four persons; cost $175.
Contact Sister Dorothy, 443-8515 or
dorothysosb@gmail.com by Oct. 3.
The Northern Kentucky Regional College fair is set for
Oct. 11 at Thomas More University from 6–8 p.m. in the
Connor Convocation Center on the Crestview Hills campus. TMU and Northern Kentucky University are partnering to host this annual event, which will welcome
more than 50 colleges and universities and assist high
school students with the college search process, including

Holy Cross District High
School,
Latonia,
Aug. 26 6 p.m.–midnight
Aug. 27 5:30p.m.–midnight
St. Augustine Parish,
Augusta
Aug. 26-27-28
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 4, 4 p.m. - midnight
Sept. 5, 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.
St. Barbara Parish,
Erlanger
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 11, 2-7 p.m.
St. Patrick Parish,
Maysville
Sept. 9-10-11

St. Timothy Parish,
Union
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.
Sept. 17,
5:30 p.m.–midnight
St. William Parish,
Williamstown
Sept. 16-17
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.-midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.
St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
Festival listings are
submitted by parishes and
schools. If your festival
isn’t listed e-mail your
festival information to
messenger@covdio.org.
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Cathedral’s Chapel window recalls the
First Eucharistic Congress in the U.S.

Enzweiler Photo

Stephen Enzweiler
Cathedral Historian

Part 1 in a series
Sunny afternoons in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel are
quiet times of whispering candles, prayerful pilgrims and
streaming sunlight. Frank Duveneck’s murals gaze down
through the silence as colored light splashes across the
warm marble and stone columns. Five stained-glass windows in the chapel all tell stories along the theme of the
Holy Eucharist — of offerings and prefigurement, celebrations and ritual set in glass upon which the faithful can
contemplate and pray. Two windows tell stories from scripture, two contrast the Jewish seder meal and the first
Corpus Christi feast celebrated in 1247. But one stainedglass window is different from all the rest.
On the western wall of the chapel is a window that
depicts a procession of people with a priest in golden vestments carrying a monstrance. They all move in unison
toward an elevated altar upon which an open Eucharistic
throne of exposition awaits. At first glance, one might
think the scene is a typical Corpus Christi procession such
as parishes conduct each June. But this window isn’t about
a Corpus Christi procession — it’s about a more profound
event.
The window is titled the “First Eucharistic Congress in
the United States of America” and it commemorates the
first gathering of clergy in the United States who met in
1895 at Catholic University of America in Washington D.C.
to bear witness to the real presence of Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist. Bishop Camillus P. Maes, third Bishop of
Covington, played a leading role in organizing the
Congress and served as its Secretary and presiding officer.
The gathering was seen by the American prelature as
essential to spreading the devotion of the real presence in
the Eucharist, and it had the personal blessing of Pope Leo
XIII. It was attended by more than 250 priests, bishops and
archbishops, including the Vatican’s Francesco Cardinal
Satolli and His Excellency James Cardinal Gibbons,
Archbishop of Baltimore.
The window measures 21-feet high at its apex and 9-feet
across at its base. In the scene, we see the priest in golden
vestments processing amid a large crowd of faithful moving toward an altar beneath stone arches. Servers carry a
large processional baldacchino above the priest as crowds
of faithful follow behind. In the crowd is a cardinal and
several bishops. Behind the baldacchino, a banner of the
Virgin Mary can be seen. Three solitary figures in floral
garments appear in the lower left corner of the window.
One wears spectacles and bows reverently to the passing
Eucharist; the other two, of distinctly Germanic appearance, gaze devoutly upon the holy Eucharist. High above,
amid floral motifs of fig leaves are the armorial bearings

of Pope St. Leo XIII.
The window scene was composed
by Bishop Maes himself. In a Dec. 10,
1909 letter to Mayer & Company, the
Munich firm that produced the window, he instructed, “The priests carrying
the Baldachino as well as those walking in
the procession are to be in cassock and surplices;
the cardinal in rochet and cape; the Bishops in
rochet and mantellata … a temporary altar for
benediction to be shown on the porch of
McMahon Hall.” In reply to Mayer’s query about
whether the Bishop wished to be featured in the
window, his reply was simple: “No, I do not want
any portraits.”
Yet, Franz Borgia Mayer, the owner and director of Mayer & Company, had his sketch artist,
George Daniels, render the Bishop’s face as the
priest carrying the monstrance. Mayer and
Bishop Maes were close, personal friends, and the
window maker was often the recipient of his
Apostolic blessings. Franz Mayer knew well of
Maes’ deep humility, and he likely took the liberty
to include his likeness as a way of honoring his
friend for his great accomplishment of the
Congress. He also had Daniels sketch in his own
likeness and those of two other Mayer directors.
Thus, in the window’s lower left-hand corner are
these three additional figures (from top to bottom): Director Adolph Rau; Franz Borgia Mayer
(owner of Mayer & Company); and Director
Wilhelm Werberger as the bowing man wearing
glasses.
Despite his earlier instructions, Bishop Maes
did not seem to mind the changes. “The design …
is original and unique,” he wrote in a letter to
Mayer. “It is very acceptable.” History records
that none of the Mayer directors attended the
actual Congress, and Bishop Maes didn’t carry
the monstrance in the actual procession. But for
the Bishop, historical accuracy was less important than the deeper catechesis behind the window itself. In his heart, he wished the window
might serve future generations in “recalling that
the Eucharist is our heavenly food and our spiritual nourishment during our earthly pilgrimage.”
For anyone who knew him in life, to think of
(right) Stained-glass window in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel commemorating the
First Eucharistic Congress. Bishop Maes is shown
processing with the monstrance.
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(above left) Bishop Maes photographed in 1891, and (above right) as sketched by George Daniels for
the window.
Eucharist Saves the
World.” The initial
inspiration behind
the idea came from
a laywoman —
Marie
Marthe
Baptisine Tamisier
(1834–1910) who lobbied the clergy for
more than a decade.
More Congresses
were held regularly
throughout
Europe, with attendance
growing
each year to more
than 150,000 by
1888.
In the United
States, devotion to
the
Blessed
Original George Daniels sketch of the First Eucharistic Congress window.
Sacrament
was
Bishop Maes was to think of the Holy Eucharist itself, for
seen by clergy as the key to reviving religious devoit was the treasure of his life, and the spread of its devotion
tion. By 1890, the effort to hold a Eucharistic
became his lifelong ambition. It is said that to watch his
Congress in the United States had been bantered
reverence for the Sacrament at Mass had a profound effect
about, but without any action. The “Associato
on those in attendance. So devoted was he to the Blessed
Adoratorium,” under the leadership of Father Bede
Sacrament that he became widely known among his fellow
Maler, O.S.B. of Indianapolis had made little headprelates as the “Bishop of the Blessed Sacrament,” just as
way among clergy. Realizing something more was
Pius X was later called the “Pope of the Blessed
needed, Maler turned to his friend, the Bishop of
Sacrament.”
Covington.
This devotion to the Holy Eucharist began as a very
On the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, March 7,
young boy growing up in Belgium. It was instilled in him
1894, Bishop Maes met with five priests in his house
by his parents and reinforced by his aunt, a Carmelite nun,
on Eighth Street in Covington, one of whom was
and two uncles who were priests. During his seminary
Father Maler. In the Bishop’s front parlor, the
years, he learned of the great figures of the Eucharist,
“Priests Eucharistic League of America” was forespecially St. Thomas Aquinas, “the poet of the
mally founded. The following year, Maes was
Eucharist,” and St. Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868), the
named “Protector of the Priests’ Eucharistic
Marist priest who founded the Congregation of the
League” for life. The formation of the League accelBlessed Sacrament and later the Priest’s Eucharistic
erated interest among clergy nationwide, generatLeague in France. “The Eucharist is everything,” Eymard
ing a greater reverence toward the Holy Eucharist.
wrote, “because from the Eucharist, everything is.”
Enzweiler Photo
Within the year, Maes and his fellow bishops began
Notably, Eymard’s later life was dedicated to renewing
making plans to hold the First Eucharistic The three chief directors at Mayer & Company in 1909 (top to bottom):
Eucharistic devotion in 19th-century Europe at a time
Director Adolph Rau; company owner Franz Borgia Mayer; and Director
Congress in the United States.
when religion was declining precipitously in the wake of
Bishop Maes knew from the start the effect such Wilhelm Werberger in glasses.
the French Revolution. It was a decline that spread as a
a congress would have, and we can see its effects in
materialistic secularism decorated with non-religious
the Eucharistic Congress window until late in 1908.
the historical record. In 1884, the Catholic population in
alternatives.
Perhaps it was because he began feeling his years advancthe Diocese of Covington was about 40,000 with 52 parishes
American historian Henry Adams witnessed a similar
ing and wished to leave his flock something of lasting
and roughly 800 children enrolled in schools. By 1903, it
pattern of decline in the United States. In 1860, he recorded
importance. The window we see today is not as much a
had grown to over 54,000 Catholics and 78 parishes with
the profound cultural, social and intellectual shifts that
record of an event that happened on an eastern campus in
7,137 children enrolled. New churches and schools were
had taken place since the time of the American
some distant autumn as it is a message for our present age.
being constructed along with the establishment of seven
Revolution, most notably the “disappearance of religion.”
It is a window that reaches out to us across time and
new academies and the formation of new Catholic sociThis decline was recorded in many other histories of the
speaks of a Eucharistic revival that began long ago as the
eties. More broadly, during this period Americans erected
period as a time of growing secularization and deep, mateAmerican Church’s response to what was then considered
most of the country’s largest churches and religious monrialistic orientation. It is a period we have come to know as
a religious decline in America. Now a century later, anothuments during a growing Gothic Revival movement, prothe Gilded Age.
er Eucharistic revival is underway with similar purpose,
ducing a vast wealth of religious paintings, sculptures and
One of Europe’s responses to the religious decline came
and we can thank our third bishop for showing us the way.
works of religious art.
in June 1881 with the first International Eucharistic
Coming up next: Part 2 — “Roots of 19th Century reliBishop Maes didn’t even begin thinking about creating
Congress, held in Lille, France with the theme, “The
gious decline ran deep.”
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Workday prayer group “RosaryMen” offers
financial support to Rose Garden Mission

Baker photo

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

In 2019, RosaryMen founders Joe
Kruessel, Michael Whelan and
Todd Uterstaedt recognized a need
for bringing the Catholic faith into
the workplace.
“We thought about how, as
Evangelicals can pray at work, why
can’t we, right?” said Joe Kruessel,
one of RosaryMen’s founders, in an
interview with the Messenger.
Since this revelation, the
RosaryMen have begun their weekly prayer of the rosary, Wednesdays,
over a Zoom call.
“Our Lady certainly guided us in
this direction, to gather men together… not in person, but virtually,”
said Mr. Kruessel, “so that way
more could partake in this to pray
the rosary once a week, while on a
Zoom call, and offer up their intentions.”
“But then, also as men, as fathers
and husbands and men in the community,” continued Mr. Kruessel,
“how could we help mothers who
maybe didn’t have the father or the
husband there? And so, we decided
to pony up a monthly subscription
for each member. And, once a year,

RosaryMen Joe Kruessel, Todd Uterstaedt, Deacon Hudson Henry, Michael Whelan and
Bill Schult present a check to the Franciscan Daughters of Mary benefitting their Rose
Garden Home Mission.
we will gather up our donation and offer it to a crisis
pregnancy center.”
The RosaryMen’s most
recent donation of their
fundraising
went
to
Covington’s Rose Garden
Home Mission, cared for by
the Franciscan Daughters
of Mary, amounting in $500

raised by its members.
“I was blown away by what the sisters are doing,”
remarked Bill Schult, a member of the RosaryMen since
November last year. “I didn’t know that they were doing
half of what they do. Obviously, they’re a tremendous
blessing to Northern Kentucky and the community. I’m
thrilled that not only were we able to tour, but able to cut
them a nice sized check as well.”
According to Joe Kruessel, the RosaryMen’s next donation will be made to CareNet in Florence.
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Diocese of Covington

Policy for Free and Reduced Price Meals for students under the

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM

The Diocese of Covington will be participating in the National School Lunch
Program. As part of this program, Bishop
Brossart High School, Covington Catholic
High School, Covington Latin School,
Blessed Sacrament School, Holy Cross
Elementary and High School, Immaculate
Heart of Mary School, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Prince
of Peace, St. Agnes School, St. Catherine School, St. Cecilia
School, St. Edward School, St. Henry Elementary, St. Henry
District High School, St. Joseph School Cold Spring, St.
Joseph School Crescent Spring, St. Mary School, St. Patrick
School, St. Paul School, Sts. Peter and Paul School, St. Philip
School, St. Pius X School, St. Therese School, St. Thomas
School, St. Timothy School will offer healthy meals every
school day. Lunch will cost $2.90 for elementary and $3.15 for
high school. Your children may qualify for free or reducedprice meals. Reduced-price meals cost $0.40 for lunch.
Students attending St. Anthony School, St. Augustine
School, Holy Family School, and Holy Trinity School will
receive meals at no cost due to the implementation of the
Community Eligibility Provision for school year 2022-2023.
Students will be able to participate in these meal programs
without having to pay a fee or submit a household application.
Qualifications for children to receive free or reduced-price
meals include: belonging to a household whose income is at or
below the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines, belonging to
a household that receives public assistance, or if the child is
homeless, migrant, runaway, foster, or participates in a federal Head Start or Even Start pre-Kindergarten program.
Household size and income criteria are used to determine
eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits if the household
does not receive assistance or the children are not in the other
categories mentioned above. Children can get free or reducedprice meals if the household’s gross income falls at or below
the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guideline chart.
Citizenship is not required to apply for free and reduced
meals.

tion and instructions. In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race,
sex, color, national origin, age, or disability. Household applications require a statement of total household income, household size and names of all household members. If a steady
income is not received, the amount normally received should
be listed. If a household member receives no income, a zero
should be indicated on the application. Only the last 4 digits
of a Social Security Number (or an indication of “none”)
must be provided on the application. The adult household
member must also sign the application certifying that the
information is correct. Military personnel should report all
income, cash bonuses, and cash allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing as income.
Families can apply for benefits at any time. If a household
member becomes unemployed or if the household size
increases, the household should contact the school. Such
changes may make the children of the household eligible for
benefits if the household’s income falls at or below the
Federal Guidelines. Contact Jackie Kaiser, Food Service
Director, 859-392-1500 (at no cost) or jkaiser@covdio.org at any
time to request an application.
Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price policy,
Jackie Kaiser, Food Service Director will review applications
and determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied
with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision
with the determining official on an informal basis. Parents
wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision
may make a request either orally or in writing to Mr. Dale
Henson, 1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011 or 859392-1500 (at no cost).
If benefits were approved for children in the previous
school year, that eligibility status is good for the first 30 operating days of the new school year. After that time, you must
provide a new application unless the school has informed you
that your child is eligible for the new school year. If you do not
send in a new application that is approved by the school or
you have not been notified that your child is eligible for free

meal benefits extended to them.
All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP
or KTAP can get free meals regardless of your income.
Households with any member who is receiving SNAP or
KTAP benefits may submit an application with abbreviated
information as indicated on the application and instructions
if they do not receive a notice from the school directly certifying children for free meals. Categorical eligibility for free
meal benefits is extended to all children in a household when
the application lists a case number for SNAP or KTAP for any
household member. To find out how to apply for SNAP or
other assistance benefits, call 1-855-306-8959 or visit
https://kynect.ky.gov.
Participants in the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals, but they will need to
turn in an application including household size and total
income.
When known to the Diocese of Covington School Lunch
Program households will also be notified of any child’s eligibility for free meals if the individual child is considered
“Other Source Categorically Eligible,” because the child is
categorized, as defined by law as:
Foster,
Homeless,
Migrant,
Runaway,
Enrolled in a federal Head Start, or Early Start class
If you believe children in your household should be considered “Other Source Categorically Eligible and have not
been notified of free meals, please contact Jackie Kaiser, Food
Service Director, 859-392-1500 (at no cost) or
jkaiser@covdio.org.

To apply for free or reduced-price meals, households can
fill out the application and return it to the school unless the
household has already received notification that their children are approved for free meals this year. Application forms
are being distributed to all households with a letter informing
households of the availability of free and reduced-price meals
for their children and what is required to complete on the
application. Applications also are available in the school
office, on the Schools webpage at COVDIO.ORG, or your
school website.
Only one application is required for all children in the
household, including any foster children, and the information
provided on the application will be used for the purpose of
determining eligibility and verification of data. Applications
may be verified at any time during the school year by the
school or other program officials. An application for free or
reduced-price benefits cannot be approved unless it contains
complete eligibility information as indicated on the applica-

meals, your child will be charged the full price for meals after
the 30th operating day of the new school year.
When known to the Diocese of Covington School Lunch
Program households will be notified of their children’s eligibility for free meals if they are members of households
receiving assistance from the:
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP);
Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (KTAP);
Medicaid* (Household composition and income criteria
must be met for free meal eligibility)
An application is not required for free meal benefits for
Assistance Program participants when the household is notified by the school that household children have been directly
certified for free meals. All children in the household are eligible for free meal benefits upon this notification. If any children residing in the household were not listed on the notice of
eligibility, or if a household does not receive a notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school to have free

and may be included as a member of the foster family if the
foster family chooses to also apply for benefits for other children. Including children in foster care as household members
may help other children in the household qualify for benefits.
If non-foster children in a foster family are not eligible for free
or reduced-price meal benefits, an eligible foster child will
still receive free benefits.
Households notified of their children’s eligibility must
contact the school if the household chooses to decline the free
meal benefits. If more space is needed, a separate piece of
paper may be attached to the application.
For more information, you may call Jackie Kaiser, Food
Service Director at 859-392-1500 (at no cost) or e-mail at
jkaiser@covdio.org.
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The household should contact the school about questions
concerning possible eligibility due to identification with one
of the ‘Other Source Categorially Eligible” descriptions listed
above. A foster child is categorically eligible for free meals
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Be
Witnesses
“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”
— Pope Francis

For their family members in
Afghanistan, life is lived in fear, for they
are being targeted by the Taliban.
Communication with family members
is difficult since they must live in
remote areas, often without WIFI, and
many move weekly to avoid detection.
While KRM is doing their best to offer
hope for a happy reunion, Ms.
Sievering said, it will take a long time
— years — and in many cases, will
never happen. “We’re really realistic
and upfront with them,” she said.

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org
Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com
Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org
Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndky.org
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
www.ssjw.org

Public and Private
Associations
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org
Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info
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The Legacy of Women Religious
in the Diocese of Covington
Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent

German immigrants. He traveled to Europe to ask the Sisters of
the Order of St. Benedict, with roots in Eichstatt, Germany, to assist
Part One
in that effort. Their arrival in the Diocese in 1859 significantly
The history of the Women Religious in the Diocese of
impacted German immigrants’ lives. The Sisters lived in a small
Covington began in 1856 with a simple “yes.” That was the easy
cottage provided by the bishop, modified their semi-cloistered
lives, and began working in an active apostolate. The Sisters
part. Unceasing acts of abandonment to God’s provident care
agreed with the parents’ wishes to pass their native language on
resulted in unheard-of leaps of faith. The Women Religious’ driving force has always been to serve God’s people regardless of the to their children. Thus, 150 years ago, the Sisters who spoke rudimentary English were bilingual teachers who taught their stuchallenges. But what if there had been no “yes”? What would
dents to speak rudimentary
diocesan history be
German and become profiwithout the Women
cient in English.”
Religious’ role in that
With fidelity to God
history?
through Ora et Labora, the
David Schroeder,
German-speaking
executive director of
Benedictines left a lasting
the Kenton County
legacy with the founding of
Library and former
St. Walburg Monastery, St.
archivist of the
Joseph and St. Walburg (Villa
Diocese of Covington
Madonna) academies, St.
and Thomas More
John’s Orphanage, Villa
College, gives us some
Madonna College (Thomas
perspective.
More University) and the edu“The diocese and
cation of thousands in diocethe American Church
san parish schools. The Sisters
would be radically difmade history when they
ferent without the
accepted the request of
Women Religious.
Bishop William T. Mulloy, sixth
They have played a
huge role in the devel- Blessed Sacrament students present absentee slips to their school principal, Bishop of the Diocese of
Sister Hilarine, O.S.B., in this photograph from December, 1966, during a
Covington, to staff a hospital
opment of the
time when many Diocesan schools were staffed by women religious.
in Estil County in the foothills
Catholic Church in
of Appalachia. Marcum and Wallace Hospital survived challenges
North America and South America; it is almost unthinkable to
of separation of church and state when the Supreme Court ruled
think of the Church without Women Religious in the United
in 1962 that the Sisters’ presence was not a violation of the law.
States, particularly in Northern Kentucky,” Mr. Schroeder said.
In 1861, Henrietta Cleveland, a Catholic philanthropist from
His Holiness, Pope Pius IX established the Diocese of
Cincinnati, was saddened by the numbers of sick and elderly peoCovington on July 29, 1853, and named the Very Rev. Aloysius
ple in Northern Kentucky who had no recourse for medical care.
Carrell the diocese’s first Bishop. Bishop Carrell was eager to proShe convinced Bishop Carrell to cross the Ohio River to witness
vide Catholic schools for the children of immigrant families, but
the work done by the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis at their
the diocese was very much on the frontier and underfunded.
small St. Mary’s Hospital. The bishop, encouraged by what he witBishop Carrell left the area from time to time to escape creditors
nessed, asked for the assistance of three sisters from Aachen,
and embark on begging tours to Eastern communities to ask for
Germany. They journeyed by ferry twice a day across the Ohio to
donations for the diocese.
transform an old grocery store on East 7th Street into St. Elizabeth
He sought the assistance of Mother Catherine Spalding, the
Hospital.
foundress of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, the first American
“That early St. Elizabeth was more than a hospital: in many
order. The sisters accepted the bishop’s invitation, and the community arrived in Covington in 1856, eager to continue their min- ways, it became the area’s first nursing home, as it took in
orphans, widows, and the poor who had nowhere else to turn,”
istry among the poor at the Cathedral elementary school.
said Mr. Schroeder.“St. Elizabeth was a non-segregated institution
“However,” Mr. Shroeder said,“Bishop Carrell was without money
and explained that the Cathedral Parish School for Girls and other from the beginning, as evidenced by Civil War-era photos of black
and white children staying there. Kentucky was a southern slave
English-speaking diocesan ‘parish poor schools’ along the Ohio
state then, but the Sisters welcomed African American, Jewish,
River would cease to exist without additional funding. The soluand Protestant people to St. Elizbeth Hospital and provided
tion was the establishment of LaSalette Academy Covington in
access to medical care to all.”
1865 and Immaculata Academy in 1857. Academy tuitions, and
Mr. Schroeder said,“The Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis
tuitions for the private music or language lessons taught by the
Sisters, provided funds for the operation of the poor schools. That always found a way to do the impossible by becoming friends
with others. Their charism wouldn’t permit them to charge a perarrangement became the norm for all the academies that folson who couldn’t pay. Instead, they begged on the streets, asking
lowed, providing a way to ensure that all diocesan children
for support, food or charitable donations for the hospital. The
received a Catholic education.”
The Sisters of Charity were present in every English-speaking Women Religious in the diocese have been very good at finding a
need and ways to fill it.”
Irish parish school along the Ohio River, the Brighton Center, and,
later, the Sociology department at Villa Madonna College.
“When Bishop Carrell had assured the Irish of education
opportunities, he moved to provide the same for the arriving

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.
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Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the Messenger
are available online at covdio.org/messenger.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

C om plete Line ofLum ber and Building M aterials
Latonia Ave.at 35th St. • C ovington K Y • 581-0400
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CAMPUS MINISTER

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will be full time,
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and
opportunities for a full living and development of
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating
timely and effective communications with students
and parents, including regularly updating the website, Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in
young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

BENEFITS COORDINATOR

Habitat for Humanity of Cincinnati
Is looking for Americorps Construction Crew Leaders. Duration
of employment is 10.5 months, compensation is $17,000 paid
bi-weekly plus additional compensation toward education.

To learn more and apply call 513-482-5650 or
email erin.flynn@habitatcincinnati.org

FORT MYERS BEACHFRONT CONDO
Beautiful 2 bedroom/2 bath beach condo
for rent. Walking distance to restaurants and
Times Square. Call (859) 250-4185

The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to
apply for the position of Benefits Coordinator, a
position that is opening due to a retirement. The
Benefits Coordinator inputs, manipulates, and
monitors information relative to health insurance
and other coverages for priests and for lay
employees of the parishes and schools of the
diocese. Responsibilities include maintaining
several payroll and benefits systems, monthly
and quarterly billing, periodic small-scale mailings,
bookkeeping, and ongoing member relations.
The candidate we seek for this position will be a
practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church, who has a natural attention to detail, a
familiarity with basic accounting, and skills with
interpersonal communications. Please send a letter
of interest, resume with compensation history,
and references with contact email addresses by
email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859-392-1589.

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA
CONTENT DEVELOPER
The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role,
you will use your communication and web design skills
to increase reader engagement, primarily through
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties
and responsibilities include creating content for
various print and social media formats; proofreading
content before publication; attending, taking
photographs and reporting on events; and recording
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle
stress is an absolute requirement.
Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE

ST. TIMOTHY, UNION AND
ST. AGUSTINE, COVINGTON
FULL-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGERS
These positions are 6 hours daily, Monday through
Friday. These positions require general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

STS. PETER AND PAUL
AND PRINCE OF PEACE
PART-TIME
CAFETERIA MANAGERS
These positions are 4 hours daily, Monday through
Friday. These positions require general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

WANTED
Room to rent in the Mt Adams/Oakley
area. $200 a month. Excellent references.
Call Angie 859-801-4344

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1500
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE,
ST. STEPHEN PARISH, ARCHDIOCESE
OF CINCINNATI, OH
The role of PASTORAL ASSOCIATE is a full time position reporting to the Pastor. The primary function of
this position is to enable ongoing parish life including
liturgy, pastoral care and administration, enabling
people to draw closer to God by facilitating the
growth of St. Stephen parish that is ministerially
complete and to assist the pastor in his function of
liaison between the parish and the diocesan church.
In addition to being an essential function in the daily
life of the parish, this position also serves as a
developmental role that could lead to the promotional
opportunity over time of Pastoral Associate for the
Family of Parishes of St. Stephen, Holy FamilyImmaculata, St. Rose and Christ the King.
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PART-TIME PRESCHOOL TEACHER
ST. CECILIA, INDEPENDENCE
2022-2023
St. Cecilia, Independence Three Year Old
Preschool is looking for a part-time teacher
on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the 2022-2023
school year. We are looking for an energetic
person who has a love for working with
children and a love for teaching. The ideal
candidate will be self-motivated and flexible.
Interested candidates should send a cover
letter and resume with references to Kim
Murphy at kmurphy@stcindependence.org

BABYSITTING WANTED:
Looking for someone to watch our two young boys,
ages 4 and 1, at our residence Monday-Friday from
3pm-5pm. We live in Ft. Mitchell by Blessed
Sacrament. Perfect for an after school job! An adult
would always be present in the home, working. If
cannot commit to all 5 days, we would be open to
just a few days . Contact Julie Morano,
(859) 992-4907, julie.mueller5@gmail.com

NOVENA
NOVENA TO ST. CLARE. O most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, we praise Thy Holy Name and the wonders of grace
Thou hast worked in Thy servant, Saint Clare. Through her powerful intercession grant us the favors we beg in this novena,
above all the grace to live and die as she did in Thy most Holy
Love. Amen. J.C.H.

The Pastoral Associate enables, encourages, develops
lay leadership on all levels; works with parish council
to develop goals and objectives that enflesh the
vision and meet particular needs of the community;
oversees sacramental, liturgical life of parish; organizes
community outreach programs; and engages
parishioners in Stewardship initiatives.

Reflections on hope
(Continued from page 5)

Applicants should have 5 – 10 years job experience in
the relative pastoral setting; a theological background
in Ecclesiology, Christology, Sacramental and Liturgical
Theology, Scripture, and Ethics and Morality; skills in
pastoral counseling/pastoral care; have supervision
experience in ministry; good interpersonal skills, and
multi-cultural sensitivity.
For more details contact the St. Stephen Search
Committee at: ststephensearchcommittee@gmail.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on
placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1500

For instance, the very act of lamenting or even cursing
God as found in the psalms or today, a person’s grief crying out in woe, is an act of hope. Deep in the person’s
being is likely a belief that there IS a God and the sufferer’s spirit just can’t accept that God is allowing this to
happen to him/her: “Where did you go?” “How could you
do this?” “Please fix this. I can’t handle any more!” After
all, even Jesus cried out in misery both in Gethsemane
and from the cross.
As part of the library display for retreat, Sister
Emmanuel Pieper designed a poster with hope quotations. In the center was one of my favorites from the poet
Emily Dickinson:
“Hope is the thing with feathers –
That perches in the soul –
and sings the tune without the words –
And never stops at all…”
Putting that last line with what Sister Michaela said
about the Book of Lamentations and the psalms, maybe
there are times hope never really goes away. Instead it
gets buried by pain, grief and loss until someone or
something comes along to help dig it out.
Dickinson’s final line of the entire poem says that
hope never expects anything in return (“Yet, never, in the
extremity, It asked a crumb of me.”)
What are God’s expectations of us when we are under
duress? God is the parent who loves infinitely, whose
compassion is endless, who knows our every weakness
and that human strength is not endless. Because of this
and God’s eternal presence, we know that when we are
feeling underwater without oxygen, God will provide a
breathing tube for us. Sometimes that tube is a change of
circumstances; other times it is a person who senses our
need.
Unfortunately for us, God also allows free will to control the use of these tools. For example, the person who
sees us in need must choose to do something that will
help or choose to pass by. Also, the person suffering has
to choose to accept the help. God relies on fallible human
beings to be “hope for the hopeless.”
Speaking of choosing, author Barbara Kingsolver has
some wisdom to offer here: “The very least you can do in
your life is figure out what you hope for. And the most
you can do is live inside that hope. Not admire it from a
distance but live right in it, under its roof.”
After all, as Pablo Neruda has said: “You can cut all
the flowers but you cannot keep Spring from coming.”
Hope is a God-given gift that brightens whatever and
whoever it touches, and if each of us does our part, hope
can truly “spring eternal.”
Benedictine Sister Colleen Winston is a professed member of the Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery,
Villa Hills, Ky. Her reflection was first published on the
community’s blogspot “School for the Lord’s Service”
online at www.stwalburg.org.
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Pope calls for end to horror, madness of war, on anniversary war in Ukraine
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Marking the six-month anniversary
of the start of Russia’s war against Ukraine, Pope Francis
renewed his appeal for prayers for an end to “the horror of
war.”
Praying for all those being held prisoner, for the dead,
for orphans and refugees, the pope also called for “concrete
steps” to be taken “to end the war and avert the risk of a
nuclear disaster in Zaporizhzhia,” a city in southeastern
Ukraine and home to Europe’s largest nuclear plant. Both
Russia and Ukraine have accused each other of shelling
the plant, which has been under Russian occupation since

IT'S STILL A GREAT TIME
TO SELL YOUR HOME
I have clients looking for homes.
Some are even cash buyers!
If you're thinking of selling, give me a call,
I may have someone for your home.

March.
At the end of his general audience talk in the Paul VI
hall Aug. 24, Pope Francis repeated his calls for peace,
recalling the day marked six months since the start of the
war.
“I renew my invitation to implore the Lord for peace for
the beloved Ukrainian people who for six months now have
been suffering the horror of war,” he said.
The pope said he was praying for those who have been
imprisoned, particularly those who are in a vulnerable or
“fragile condition,” and he called on authorities “to work
for their liberation.”
“I think of the children, so many dead, and so many
refugees, many of whom
are here,” he said, indicating
a
number
of

Ukrainians seated in the Vatican audience hall.
“So many wounded. So many Ukrainian and Russian
children have become orphans. Orphanity has no nationality. Both Russians and Ukrainians have lost a father or
mother,” he said.
The pope said his mind was also on the amount of cruelty on display and the number of innocent people “who
are paying for the madness.”
“The madness is on all sides because war is madness,
and nobody who is in a war can say, ‘No, I’m not crazy.’ The
madness of war,” he said.
Speaking to those gathered for his general audience,
Pope Francis again criticized all those who profit from
wars, including those selling arms, calling them “delinquents who murder humanity.”

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

FOR RESULTS, CALL MARIE WIEDER
OF RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates
(859) 801-9762

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979
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Pope wants dialogue with bishops
about the Church’s ministries
VATICAN CITY — Fifty years have passed since St. Paul VI
instituted the ministries of lector and acolyte, opening them to
the laity, and Pope Francis wants a formal “dialogue” with the
world’s bishops’ conferences to discuss their experiences with
the ongoing promotion of the Church’s ministries so they foster unity and evangelization. The pope made the proposal for
dialogue in a message published by the Vatican Aug. 24 and
dated Aug. 15 — the 50th anniversary of his predecessor’s apostolic letter, “Ministeria quaedam.” That document from 1972
determined that “minor orders” be called “ministries” and that
these ministries — lector and acolyte — be open to laymen and
no longer reserved only to candidates for ordination. Since
then, Pope Francis has instituted further changes: amending
canon law so women can be formally installed as lectors and
acolytes, and instituting the ministry of catechist as a formal
office and vocation in the Church. In his message, the pope
said these last two efforts “should not be interpreted as overriding previous doctrine, but as a further development made
possible because (the change) is based on the same principles
— consistent with the Second Vatican Council’s reflection —
that inspired ‘Ministeria quaedam.’” Therefore, he wrote, “The
best way to celebrate today’s significant anniversary is precisely to continue to deepen the reflection on ministries that St.
Paul VI initiated.”

In predawn raid, Nicaraguan police
move bishop, others to Managua
MATAGALPA, Nicaragua — Nicaraguan police burst into
Matagalpa diocesan headquarters and removed an outspoken
bishop who had been under house arrest for more than two
weeks. Police raided the curia in the predawn hours of Aug. 19
and took Bishop Rolando Álvarez, according to a social media
statement from the Diocese of Matagalpa. It said Bishop

Álvarez’s whereabouts are unknown. The bishop had been
holed up in the diocesan office for 16 days with 11 others as
police maintained a constant presence outside. His arrest
marked another escalation in the repression against the
Catholic Church in the Central American country. Nicaragua’s
National Police said in an Aug. 5 statement that the bishop was
under investigation for “trying to organize violent groups,
inciting them to execute acts of hate against the population,
provoking an environment of chaos and disorder, disturbing
the peace and harmony in the community with the objective of
destabilizing the Nicaraguan state and attacking the constitutional authorities.” The investigation was revealed after
Bishop Álvarez vociferously objected to regulators ordering
the closure of Catholic radio stations in the Diocese of
Matagalpa; parishioners had tried to impede police confiscating equipment. Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega — who
has treated the Catholic Church as a political enemy — has
arrested priests, expelled the Missionaries of Charity and
apostolic nuncio from the country and closed Catholic media
outlets and educational and charitable projects. A priest,
Father Oscar Benavides, was detained in the Diocese of Siuna
while traveling to celebrate Mass Aug. 14 and has been imprisoned in the notorious El Chipote political prison, according to
a source.

Nuns kidnapped in Nigeria released,
says order
VATICAN CITY — Four Catholic nuns kidnapped in southeast Nigeria Aug. 21 were released two days later, their order
said. “With hearts full of joy, the Sisters of Jesus the Savior
wish to announce the unconditional and safe release of four of
our sisters,” said an Aug. 23 statement from Sister Zita Ihedoro,
secretary-general. She thanked people for their “prayers and
moral support during this difficult moment.” Fides, information service of the Pontifical Mission Societies, identified the
four as Sisters Johannes Nwodo, Christabel Echemazu,
Liberata Mbamalu and Benita Agu, members of the Sisters of

Jesus the Savior. The Nigerian order has more than 160 members, with formation houses in River and Abia states. The four
nuns were abducted while traveling from Rivers state to Imo
state for a thanksgiving Mass when they were kidnapped.
Kidnappings for ransom have been common in northwestern
Nigeria but are starting to spread to other areas of the country.
In May, Archbishop Matthew Ndagoso of Kaduna, vice president of the bishops’ conference, told an online forum:
“Banditry has taken a new dimension in the last three to four
years as bandits now use sophisticated weapons to massively
destroy villages and their properties, kidnapping for ransom
during the day time and at night.”

New Chinese Catholic leaders say they’ll
follow Communist Party principles
BEIJING — Two state-sponsored church bodies in China
have elected new leaders, who promised to invigorate the
Catholic faithful pastorally in line with the socialist principles
of the Chinese Communist Party. The three-day 10th National
Congress of Catholicism in China ended in Wuhan, the capital
of Hebei province in central China, Aug. 20. The national conference is held every five years, and senior Communist Party
officials also attended the gathering and delivered speeches,
reported ucanews.com. The delegates unanimously accepted
the work report of the Ninth Standing Committee on church
efforts and activities in the promotion of patriotism, socialism,
and sinicization in the Catholic Church as outlined by
President Xi Jinping. Sinicization is a political ideology that
aims to impose strict rules on societies and institutions based
on the core values of socialism, autonomy, and supporting the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, reported
ucanews.com. More than 300 Catholic bishops, clergy, and religious from across China elected new leaders of the Chinese
Catholic Patriotic Association and the Bishops’ Conference of
the Catholic Church in China, said a report on the bishops’
website.

