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Grants awarded at DPAA celebration
reception, wrapping up 2022 campaign
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Supporters of the Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal (DPAA) gathered for a reception in the Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,
Covington, Aug. 25, to celebrate the success of the 2022 campaign.
Service grants were also awarded as a component of this reception,
wherein schools, parishes and charitable organizations within the
Diocese received funds to continue to serve the people of the
Diocese of Covington.
In attendance at the dinner were donors and grant recipients,
but also DPAA leaders such as Mike Murray, director, Office of
Stewardship and Mission; Bishop John Iffert of the Diocese of
Covington; Karen Riegler, 2022 DPAA general chair and Matt
Hollenkamp, 2022 DPAA leadership gifts chair.
“Our gifted pledges today total $3,820,976,” announced Mrs.
Riegler at the reception. This year, 44 of the 53 diocesan parishes
met or exceeded their DPAA contribution goals, and 42 parishes,
schools and agencies were rewarded grants totalling in $265,000 for
56 different projects.
“It’s amazing this journey that we’re on,” said Mr. Hollenkamp
about the success of this year’s campaign. Continuing, he
announced, “Our largest gift (this year) was $40,000. As of this
week, we had over 1,100 contributors who have given $1,000 or more,

(top left) Bishop John Iffert, Diocese
of Covington, addresses those
gathered for the 2022 DPAA celebration reception.
(top right, left to right) Karen
Riegler, 2022 DPAA general chair;
Bishop John Iffert and Matt
Hollenkamp, 2022 DPAA leadership
gifts chair; stand for a photo at the
2022 DPAA celebration reception.

totalling $2.3 million plus… this
whole process has taught me just
the generosity of our diocese. I’m
just so impressed. It makes me feel
so good and so blessed to live here
(bottom left) As Mike Murray,
in our diocese, and I can’t wait for
director, Stewardship and Mission
next year.”
Services, prepares to announce the
“It’s all about supporting the
recipients of the 2022 DPAA service
Church, reaching out with works
grants, Bishop John Iffert (center)
of charity,” said Bishop Iffert
and Jennifer Cox, secretary,
about the DPAA campaign. “You
Stewardship and Mission Services,
are responding to needs with your
look on.
hands, with your minds, with
your hearts, your whole self, (bottom right) Bishop John Iffert
directly… thank you to all the distributes one of the service grants
parishes, organizations and peo- awarded at the 2022 DPAA
ple who get your hands dirty, and celebration reception.
make a difference.”
At the end of the reception, Bishop Iffert announced that Matt
Hollenhamp, who served as the Leadership Gifts Chair this year,
will serve as the General Chair in 2023 DPAA campaign.
For a full list of grants awarded at this year’s DPAA reception, see
page 3.
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Bishop Iffert holds ‘Scouting Summit’
seeking to revitalize scouting in the diocese

Baker photos

(above left) Bishop John Iffert addresses scouting leaders in the Diocese of Covington during the Aug. 27 “Scouting Summit,” aiming to revitalize the role of scouting organizations in the diocese.
(above right) Tim McClanahan, parishioner, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs and representative of the Boy Scouts community, rises to introduce himself at the Scouting Summit on August 27.
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

As major scouting organizations begin to adapt policies
that oppose Catholic teachings, and with COVID-19 affecting
overall attendance, scouting in the Diocese of Covington
had entered a period of decline, suffering from these outside
forces.
With COVID-19 on its way out, Bishop John Iffert hopes
to revitalize the scouts’ role in the diocese. These efforts
began with a “Scouting Summit” held Aug. 27 at the Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington.
The summit was attended by local scouting leaders from
across the diocese, representing several scouting organiza-

tions including Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Girl Scouts of the
USA, American Heritage Girls, Troops of St. George and
the Sea Scouts. Also in attendance was Rick Hayden, chair
of the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting, and only
current member on the committee.
“I think what the Catholic Church shares most with
scouting is that we are about virtue formation,” said Bishop
Iffert during his opening remarks at the summit, “We’re
forming young people for virtue in the world, and that’s
very important to me. I think that our strength is in our
virtue.”
To those concerned that the policies instilled by some
scouting organizations go against Catholic teachings,

Bishop Iffert expressed that the “decision goes to the charters.” Independent troops or packs are not required to adopt
policies opposed to Catholic teaching or belief.
While he will not make decisions for pastors or parishes
to reintroduce troops back into parish communities, Bishop
Iffert hopes to encourage the scouts’ participation back into
parishes and the diocese as a whole. Additionally, Bishop
Iffert seeks to support scouting in the diocese by re-instating the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting, inviting
those leaders present at the summit to volunteer as candidates for consideration for this role.

Keener photos

SHDHS Cru put winning committee
together for a new turf field
Laura Keener
Editor

The St. Henry District High School community
has pulled off in one year an athletic field feat that
typically would be expected to take three years —
the installation of an artificial turf field.
“To our students, parents, alumni, stakeholders — this is your place,” said Grant Brennan,
principal, SHDHS, at the turf field blessing and
dedication.
Mr. Brennan and the school community gathered at Griffin Stadium, Aug. 24, as Father Kevin
Kahmann, pastoral administrator, blessed and

dedicated the turf field. Father Jason Bertke,
chaplain, was also in attendance. David Gish, former principal who oversaw the planning and
installation of the field, cut the ribbon.
“Last October, Mr. Gish came to me about meeting with a family that was interested in making a
donation towards our turf field,” Mr. Brennan said
as he read a statement prepared by Matt
Schneider, athletic director. Mr. Schneider had
planned to attend the inauguration event, which
was held between the JV and Varsity Lady Cru
soccer game against Highlands High School. But
(Continued on page 10)

(right) Grant Brennan, principal,
St. Henry District High School,
welcomes everyone to the blessing
and dedication of the new turf field
at Griffin Stadium, Aug. 24.
(below left) Father Jason Bertke,
chaplain, and Father Kevin
Kahmann, pastoral administrator,
were among the honored guests.
(below center) As part of the blessing, Father Kahmann sprinkles the
turf with holy water.
(below right, from right) For their
leadership, turf committee co-chairs
Aaron Gumz and RJ Riegler receive
game balls from David Gish, assistant principal, and Mr. Brennan.
Keener photos
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2022 DPAA SERVICE GRANTS
Recipient

$ Amount

ACUE

25,000

Care Net Pregnancy Center

Purpose
Tuition assistance

1,000

Hope sync subscription

Catholic Charities, Covington

15,000

Therapeutic counseling

Covington Latin School

10,000

Tuition assistance

Cristo Rey Parish

3,800

Hispanic minister

Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home

6,000

Residential treatment/therapy

Divine Mercy Parish
(Holy Trinity School)

5,000

Child development center

Divine Mercy Parish
(Holy Trinity School)

2,000

Emergency Shelter of Northern KY

10,000

Youth minister
Emergency services

Faith Community Pharmacy

6,000

Rural outreach program

The Family Nurturing Center

1,000

Education/prevention program
Outreach program

Henry Hosea House/InterChurch

2,000

Holy Cross District High School

3,500

Tuition assistance

Holy Cross Elementary School

2,500

Special area classes

Holy Cross Parish

2,000

Part-time Art teacher

Holy Family School

9,000

General operating expenses

ION Center for Violence Prevention

1,000

Project Green Dot

Life Learning Center

2,500

Food for Thought program

Mary, Queen of Heaven School

4,000

Tuition assistance

10,000

Tuition assistance

Newport Central Catholic
High School
Notre Dame Urban
Education Center

1,000

Our Savior Parish

10,000

Homework Plus program
General operating expenses

Parish Kitchen

8,000

Food costs

Prince of Peace School

1,000

Language Arts teacher

Rose Garden Mission

3,000

Laboratory testing

Safe Environment Office

1,000

Safety speakers/VIRTUS training

St. Ann Parish

1,000

Tuition assistance

St. Ann Parish/Food Pantry

2,500

“Treasures on Earth” program

St. Anthony Elementary School

1,500

Active threat safety prevention program

St. Anthony Parish

1,500

Automated defibrillator

St. Anthony Parish

5,000

Hispanic ministry

St. Augustine Parish

6,000

St. Augustine Parish

11,000

St. Augustine Elementary School

2,500

Starting the school year
Bishop John Iffert joined Covington Catholic High School, Aug. 26, for the first
all-school Mass of the year. The Mass was celebrated at St. Agnes Church, Ft. Wright. The celebration was highlighted by Bishop Iffert’s message of being prepared, praying and reading Scripture
daily, and going to Mass each week. Praise God for a wonderful start to the new school year.
Pictured (above top) from left are Deacon Bob Stoeckle, Bishop Iffert, Father Mark Keene, pastor,
St. Agnes Parish and vicar general; Father Jordan Hainsey, administrative assistant to the Bishop
and Deacon Jim Fortner, diocesan chief operating officer.
(above bottom) Bishop Iffert greets students after Mass.

General operating expenses
School doors/general operating expenses
Part-time Art Teacher

St. Augustine Outreach Ctr City Hgts. 5,000

General operating expenses

St. Bernard Parish

2,000

Youth adult minister

St. Bernard Parish/Pantry

8,300

Food pantry

Sts. Boniface/James Parish

4,000

General operating expenses

St. Cecilia School

5,000

Tuition assistance
School safety program: Navigate 360

St. Cecilia School

1,500

St. Charles Borromeo/St. Rose
of Lima Parishes

4,000

Community outreach program

St. Edward Mission

3,000

Pantry double door entry

St. Edward Parish

5,000

General operating expenses

St. Edward School

3,000

Tuition assistance/general operating expenses
Tuition assistance

St. Henry Elementary School

2,500

St. John the Evangelist Parish

3,800

Hispanic ministry

St. John the Evangelist Parish

3,000

CCD program

Keener photos

St. John the Evangelist Parish

5,000

Repair stone wall

Print Excellence awards

St. John the Evangelist Parish

2,000

Tuition assistance

Deacon Barry Henry presented Bishop John Iffert and
Father Jordan Hainsey with two Best of Category
Graphic Media Alliance Print Excellence awards, Aug.
31, at the Curia, Covington. The awards were given for
two publications in 2021 — the diocesan “Bread of Life:
Meditations on the Eucharist” booklet and the program
for the “Solemn Mass of Consecration and Installation
of the Most Rev. John Curtis Iffert Eleventh Bishop of
Covington.” Father Hainsey designed the booklets and
the booklets were printed and submitted for the award
by the Flottman Company. Deacon Henry is business
development director for Flottman Company.

St. Patrick Parish & School

9,500

Tuition assistance

St. Patrick Parish & School

7,000

Tuition assistance for Hispanic students

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish & School

2,000

Tuition assistance

St. Philip Parish & School

1,500

Student counseling services

St. Thomas School

1,000

Tuition assistance

St. Vincent de Paul Society, NKY

8,300

Sweet Dreams bed program

2,300

Emergency shelter program

Welcome House

Total

$265,000
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Blessed Virgin Mary – our Queen Mother
Among the many beautiful Marian feast days of the
Church — such as Mary the Mother of God, the
Annunciation, the Assumption and the Immaculate
Conception — the feast of Mary’s Queenship, established
by Pope Pius XII in 1954, often goes by unnoticed. We celebrated recently celebrated the Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary on Aug. 22.
There seems to be a
VIEWPOINT
reluctance to apply the
title “queen” to the
Blessed Virgin. Some
seem to think it’s passe,
almost a medieval form of
praise. On top of that, in
America, we are not very
familiar or comfortable
with kingships and queenships, due to our democratic sensibilities. And
the most likely reason for
people’s reluctance to
David Cooley
claim Mary as our queen
is to avoid those misunderstandings among our non-Catholic Christian brothers
and sisters. One of the biggest misconceptions about
Catholics is that they worship Mary, as opposed to loving
and honoring her. Even among theologians it is argued
that the title of “queen” evokes more of a Mariology of
privilege rather than a Mariology of service.
However, the nature of Mary’s regality is not only
rooted in Scripture (both New and Old Testaments), but
also has important theological implications that have
been explored throughout Church history.
At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that Mary’s
son would receive the throne of David and rule forever. At
the Visitation, Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.”
Christ is king of all creation and Mary is closely associated with her son — her queenship is a share in Jesus’
kingship.
In the Old Testament we have the fascinating figure of
the Queen Mother. In ancient times, the mother of an
heir to the throne or of a young king had a great influence in the royal court. In the Davidic kingdom, the moth-

er of the king held an official position in which she
shared in her son’s reign and served as an advocate for
the people and as a counselor for her son. For us we think
of a queen as the wife of a king, but the queen mother of
Israel was their most powerful, and therefore preferred,
advocate. Her specific place of honor and intercession is
dramatically illustrated in 1 Kings 2:13-21.
The prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 involves the sign of a
queen mother who will conceive and bear the future
Davidic King — Immanuel. The queen-mother figure also
seems to appear prototypically in Genesis 3:15, which
associates a mother and her royal offspring in the context
of God’s kingdom.
Applied to Mary, we recognize that she is closely related to Christ’s kingship and her whole being is involved in
the spread of his kingdom. In contrast to many historical
queen mothers, Mary did not seek the throne for her son
because of any personal ambition. Her ministry was one
of service, to the point of sacrificing her motherly rights
for our sake.
As Queen Mother, Mary never rules in Christ’s stead;
she does not command her son, yet it gives him joy to fulfill her wishes. Her authority in the kingdom is authentic
but always dependent on the King. (Cf. John 2:5. “Do
whatever He tells you.”) Mary’s queenly function consists
in interceding on our behalf. It is anchored in her early
role as Mother of the Redeemer and Mother of the
redeemed.
The feast of Mary’s Queenship is celebrated on the
octave day of the feast of the Assumption. The coronation of Mary connects to her Assumption into heaven.
While the assumption has been the object of dogmatic
definition (1950), the coronation of Mary is a traditional
devotion. The coronation points to the Marian title of
“queen,” known in Christianity since from the beginning
of the fourth century.
Her queenship is an an indication of her excellence
based primarily on her role as the Mother of Jesus
Christ, “Theotokos,” and as “the all holy one” (“panagia”). As the glorified Jesus remains with us as our king
until the end of time (Matt 28:20), so does Mary, who was
assumed into heaven and crowned queen of heaven and
earth.

The Second Vatican Council, perched on hundreds and
hundreds of years of tradition, reaffirmed authoritatively the doctrine of Mary’s queenship: “When her earthly
life was over,” she was “exalted by the Lord as Queen over
all things, that she might be the more fully conformed to
her Son.” (Lumen Gentium n. 59)
The coronation of Mary was the outcome of Mary’s
journey of discipleship. At the end of her earthly life, she
was borne to the Kingdom of her beloved Son (cf. Col
1:13) and received for her faithfulness “the crown of life.”
(Rev 2:10; cf. 1 Cor 9:25) This outcome has universal significance because the Blessed Virgin, now having attained
fullness of freedom and full communion with Christ, is
the icon of the advance of the Church and of all of history and creation, as it moves forward toward becoming “a
new heaven and a new earth” (Rev 21:1; cf. Is 65:17), God’s
dwelling, in which “there shall be no more death or
mourning, wailing or pain.” (Rev 21:4; cf. Is 25:8)
Pope St. John Paul II saw the Assumption of Mary
into heaven as the ultimate exaltation of the noble
“Daughter of Zion,” and he associated her assumption
with her established queenly position. He states that
Christ raises his mother to be eternally glorified as
“Queen of the Universe.” We recognize Christ as the ultimate Davidic king — the realization of everything Israel
and the whole world could hope for, ushering in the kingdom of God — and by his side is the Queen Mother. And,
just as the Queen Mother found in the Old Testament (cf.
Jer 13:18; 1 Kg 2:19), was granted the office of sitting
beside her king son and mediating on behalf of the people, the Virgin Mary, our Holy Queen, speaks on our
behalf to her Son, our King. In this heavenly role, she
serves as a protector to us all.
Mary’s Queenship, like her Son’s kingship, is one of
love and service, not pomp and power (John 18:36; Matt
20:20). The roots of Mary’s Queenship are to be found in
the Paschal Mystery of Christ, which is a mystery of selfgiving, death and resurrection and ascension — the
reaching of glory through humility.
Hail, Holy Queen!
David Cooley is co-director and office manager of the
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization, Diocese of
Covington, Ky.

Why Kentucky education policy should be about
funding students, not systems
Kentucky’s education landscape has changed dramatically over the last five years. Nearly 100,000 students are
now utilizing a nonpublic school option, whether it’s a
traditional private school,
home school or some form
of blended learning. The
VIEWPOINT
families of these students
are helping demonstrate a
clear demand for more
education options.
In a recent report for
EdChoice Kentucky, I analyzed data from the
Kentucky Department of
Education on trends in
nonpublic education
enrollment. The report
shows that since 2017, the
number of students parGary W. Houchens
ticipating in nonpublic
education has increased
by 20,000, a growth of more than 26 percent. Students in
nonpublic schools now represent more than 15 percent of
the state’s student body.
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This change is not limited to larger districts but is
instead spread across the state. Last year alone, 121 of
Kentucky’s 171 school districts reported increases in students who were homeschooling or attending private
schools.
What should this mean for education policy? For far
too long, policymakers have assumed that supporting
education meant funding public school districts. Yet,
nationally there has been a shift to student centered funding models. States like Arizona and West Virginia are
adopting universal educational choice programs that
ensure that no parent goes into debt just to give their
child a good education. Over 30 states have a nonpublic
school choice program.
Kentucky took the first step towards a student first
approach when it passed the Education Opportunity
Account Act. The program will provide $25 million in private funding which can be used to cover a broad range of
expenses, including tutoring services, therapies for students with special needs, career training and dual-credit
college courses. The law also created a pilot program that
would offer tuition assistance to help students attend PK12 nonpublic schools in counties with more than 90,000
people.

The EOA program is currently on hold due to a lawsuit launched by a group of public school districts hoping
to prevent more families from choosing a nonpublic
school option. Given that these types of programs have a
perfect record in the courts nationally, it is likely only a
matter of time before the Education Opportunity
Account Act is reinstated and families can begin receiving assistance.
In the meantime, families are voting with their feet.
Many do so at an enormous cost financially, but willingly
make the sacrifice because they are acting in the best
interest of their children. For many more, this type of
choice is out of reach even though their children would
benefit from an option outside of their assigned public
school district.
But all of them are likely asking why such a financial
burden should exist at all for Kentucky parents simply
wanting a good education for their children. If education
policy is about every child reaching their potential, why
should they have to attend a public school in order to
receive support?
Kentucky has a long way to go towards leveling the
playing field for all families, but we can start by strength-
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Christian solidarity vs. barbarism
CRACOW. Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian refugees
have passed through this ancient cultural capital of Poland
since Vladimir Putin’s poorly equipped, miserably led,
THE CATHOLIC
and brutish army invaded
DIFFERENCE
Ukraine on February 24 on
the spurious pretext that a
“Nazi”-led Ukraine posed an
existential threat to Russia’s
security. The bloodlands of
eastern Europe, between
here and the Donbas region
of eastern Ukraine, are no
stranger to totalitarian cruelty and its effects. Between
1932 (the beginning of
Stalin’s terror-famine, the
Ukrainian Holodomor) and
George Weigel
1945 (the end of World War
II), this was the most dangerous part of the world, a bloodsoaked killing field in which perhaps 20 million men,
women and children died violent deaths.
Barbaric warfare inevitably causes a massive stream of
refugees fleeing the slaughter, and the barbaric Russian
warfare of 2022 is no exception. What is different — and
what is heartening, in this season of discouragement over
the state of world affairs and the Catholic Church’s
response to it — is how the millions of Ukrainian refugees
who fled Putin’s war have been treated. That difference was
brought home to me, graphically, in a conversation I had
with a distinguished Polish particle astrophysicist.
Professor Leszek Roszkowski had come to Cracow from
Warsaw to discuss a future conference of the Society of
Catholic Scientists to be held here next year. Inevitably,
however, our conversation turned to the war in Ukraine and
Poland’s response to it. In the course of that discussion,
Professor Roszkowski mentioned that he’d recently been
visited by a colleague from an Asian country. The two scientists spoke of the massive refugee tide that had washed
through Poland since February — and then Professor
Roszkowski’s guest asked, “Where are the camps?” In his
experience, and that of much of the world, you get refugees,
you warehouse them in refugee camps.
The Polish astrophysicist explained that there were no
such camps. Poles had taken hundreds of thousands of
refugees into their homes, after they had passed through
transit centers on the Polish-Ukrainian border and been
welcomed in refugee service-centers. Polish homes, not
camps or stockades, were where Ukrainian refugees found
themselves throughout Poland in 2022.
Polish Catholicism has many problems these days. The

episcopate, or at least the most vocal bishops, are too closely
aligned with a single political party. Moreover, the Polish
bishops seem to have learned little from other episcopates
about the imperative of transparency in restoring the
Church’s credibility and meeting the assault of an aggressive media when issues of clerical sexual abuse arise. Too
few Polish clergy (and laity, for that matter) understand that
Poland today is mission territory, because Polish cultural
and national identity no longer transmit Catholicism as
they once did, and within living memory. Seminaries
remain to be thoroughly reformed so that they are institutions preparing evangelists, not members of a clerical trade
union.
All that being said, the massive and virtually unanimous
Polish response to the Ukrainian refugee crisis strongly
suggests that a Christian culture shaped by more than a
millennium of history is still alive in Poland. So, Professor
Roszkowski proposed, are the instincts born from memories
of Polish resistance under the Nazis and communists.
Those memory-driven instincts have been transmitted by
the parents and grandparents of younger Polish adults
today: there is a crisis and people are under mortal threat;
you help, period; there is no utilitarian calculus involved.
This instinct for solidarity is one marker of a living
Christian culture. It stands in sharpest contrast to the
wickedness and barbarity displayed by Russian state policy
in occupied Ukraine, which involves the kidnapping of well
over a million people (including some 260,000 children) and
their mass deportation to Russia (which often means
Siberia). Families are deliberately separated and orphanages are ransacked so that the orphans can be offered for
adoption in Russia. Those who resist this inhuman coercion
are often tortured and executed.
So much for Putin’s Russia as the Great Defender of
Christian Civilization.
The warmth and generosity of Poland’s response to
Ukrainian refugees also demonstrates the power of
Christian reconciliation to create networks of solidarity.
There is not a lot of happy history between Poland and
Ukraine, and some of the worst of that history took place
during World War II. No one is talking about that now, however. As John Paul II would have put it, “historical memory” has been “cleansed” and mutual reconciliation has been
the result.
Which is another reason why, amidst Europe’s most
severe refugee crisis since 1945, there are no refugee camps
in Poland, but rather refugees welcomed, sheltered and nurtured in Polish homes.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

Lessons in baseball
I don’t spend a lot of time surfing the internet.
Recently however, a video came to my attention through
the news feed I look at periodically. I am sure most people
saw the clip. It showed the encounter between a pitcher
and a batter in a Little League playoff game. The pitcher
hit the batter in the head with one of his pitches, knocking off the batter’s helmet
and dropping him to the
VIEWPOINT
ground. The batter was
not injured, but the pitcher was so distressed by
what he had done that he
was unable to throw the
next pitch. The batter, who
had advanced to first base,
left the base to go to the
pitcher’s mound. He
hugged the pitcher and
assured him that he was
okay. It was a touching
scene, and the video went
viral.
Jamie Schroeder
I was inspired by the
batter’s actions primarily because they were the opposite
of what we often see in the world today, what we might
expect to happen. The batter could have become angry,
assuming that the pitcher deliberately meant to hurt him.
He could have sought revenge later in the game. He could
have rallied his teammates to join him in retaliation in
thought or speech or action. I have a son who plays base-

ball, and I attended a game last year where this kind of
behavior occurred. It was unsettling.
But this young man did not do any of these things.
Instead, he showed incredible sportsmanship, and I
would go further to say he displayed Christian virtue:
empathy, compassion and forbearance. He did not suppose ill will on the part of the pitcher. Rather, he gave the
pitcher the benefit of the doubt, extending kindness and
mercy. He was an example to his teammates, the opposing
team, the spectators, and as the story was shared across
the internet, to the world.
Watching the video brought to mind times in my life
when I lived out these virtues as well as times I did not. I
recalled driving to work one morning and being hit by a
driver who ran a red light. While we waited for the police
to arrive, we each checked to make sure the other was
uninjured. As we talked, the woman revealed that she
was on her way to drug court and was running late. She
said the accident was just another thing to make her feel
that life without drugs was too difficult, that her efforts to
overcome her addiction were not worth it. It was an
opportunity for me to show compassion and encourage
this woman to persevere. Despite the damage that had
been done to my car, I left her with a smile, a hug, and a
“Don’t give up!”
On another occasion, however, I was less than gracious. As I was merging onto the expressway, a driver
came up quickly behind me, honked and shared a rude
gesture. I was instantly angry. I shared my own gesture —
hands folded in “prayer” — and mouthed sarcastically

All about Jesus
The readings for the twenty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle C — are: Wisdom 9:13-18b;
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 and Luke 14:25-33.
This weekend we get a
teaching directly from the
GO AND GLORIFY
mouth of Jesus which is
beyond confusing: “If anyone comes to me without
hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even
his own life, he cannot be
my disciple.” To follow
Jesus, you must hate! …
wait? … what?
There must be a mistranslation because Jesus
teaches us to love. However,
if you look at the original
Father Daniel Schomaker
word that was used in St.
Luke’s Gospel, the Greek word is “ ” (“misó”), which
means “hate.” And to hate someone means to “will evil on
or towards another.”
Let’s try to explain … Jesus is a teacher, and like many
teachers, he uses tactics in order to get his students (disciples) — us — to pay attention; and to remember. Specifically,
Jesus uses throughout the Gospels, hyperbole. Hyperboles
are exaggerated statements that are not meant to be taken
literally, but meant to drive home a point. We might say that
Jesus’ teaching this week that we should “hate” is meant to
have “shock value.”
As an example, Jesus tells us that if our right hand causes us to sin, we should cut it off; or if our eye causes us to
sin, we should pluck it out — this is hyperbole! Otherwise,
there would be a whole lot of one eyed and one-handed
Christians in the world.
So, what are we called to learn from this exaggerated
teaching — IT’S ABOUT JESUS! This faith of ours, this
beautiful Catholic faith, is in a person, not an idea or philosophy. And this person is the God-man, the Second Person of
the Most Holy Trinity, who put on human flesh and became
like us in all things but sin; and he demands a relationship.
This relationship is supposed to be extremely intimate — St.
Augustine reminds us that: “To fall in love with God is the
greatest romance!”
No one, not even our parents, or children or spouses can
hold a place higher than Jesus in our lives. IT’S ABOUT
JESUS!
And Jesus can make this claim because of who he is —
God. As Catholics we must remember that we read the
sacred Scriptures as a whole. What is the first
Commandment? “I am the LORD your God. You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.” And
then there is the great Jewish Prayer — the Shema — from
the Book of Deuteronomy 6: “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is
our God, the LORD alone! Therefore, you shall love the
LORD, your God, with your whole heart, and with your
whole being, and with your whole strength …”
So, when Jesus tells us to hate, we are really called to
love. To love everyone, including our enemies — willing
their good. But our first love, is to be an exclusive love — it’s
ALL about Jesus.
Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine Parish,
Covington and vicar general for the Diocese of Covington, Ky.

“God bless you, too!” Thankfully, my passenger was a
dear friend of many years. Being my sister in Christ and
having every reason to call me to account, she simply
said, “Bad day?” Her reply was the approach I should
have taken.
Every one of us experiences situations like these.
When someone does something that offends or harms,
what is my response? Am I likely to give the benefit of
the doubt, to forgive, or do I react from a place of anger
or retaliation? The Holy Spirit, through the witness of a
young baseball player, reminds me to be kinder, more
empathetic, more merciful and always to assume the best
of people. If enough of us live that, maybe these virtues,
like the video, will go viral.
Jamie Schroeder is chancellor for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky.
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Catholic Schools – Following Christ
In the Gospel of John 8:12, we hear Jesus say, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Each day our
Catholic schools are teaching students how to be followers of Christ. We do this not only through the lessons in
the classroom but also through our words and actions.
In today’s world, the culture is telling us and our children
to follow all sorts of people and groups — especially
online and on social media. But we are called to follow
Jesus first and to be wary of others who may lead us
astray.
This school year, we invite
you to journey with our students and staff to see all the
ways we are following Christ.
And we encourage you to
join with us in following
Jesus each day through your
words, actions, and prayers.

Kendra McGuire
Superintendent of
Catholic Schools,
Diocese of Covington

(above) St. Thomas School Ft. Thomas, Ft. Thomas, eighth graders have many
opportunities to be leaders and help serve others during the school year. One way
they assist is by coming to school early and walking with the preschool students
as they head to their classroom.
(right) Students at Villa
Madonna Academy
Elementary School, Villa
Hills, participate in servicelearning projects throughout
the school year.
They learned about the
importance of literacy and
built a free library on campus. Then they stocked it
with books. Now families
who walk through Villa’s
campus can grab a free book.
Students also collected
canned goods to help those
impacted by tornadoes in
Kentucky. They are currently
collecting toys to send to children whose homes were
destroyed in the recent flooding in eastern Kentucky.

(right) At St. Patrick School,
Maysville, teachers instill the idea
of following Christ from the
youngest to the oldest student.
Seniors serve as buddies for
kindergarten students throughout
the school year, going on field trips
and doing activities together. One
special activity they do together is
attending weekly Mass on Friday,
when seniors sit with their kindergarten buddies and teach them
how to participate in Mass.

(above) St. Timothy School, Union,
second grade students include their
prayer intentions at the school prayer
station.

From old to young, from math
class to art class, St. Patrick School
infuses the ethos of pursuing
knowledge, serving others, and living faith every day into the lives of
students so that they can carry the
Gospel message to all they meet.
For more information about the Department of Catholic Schools, call (859) 392-1500 or e-mail asmorey@covdio.org.
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St. Paul Relics Shrine:
A place for encounter
Father Jordan Hainsey
Messenger contributor

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica Relics Shrine of St. Paul celebrated, Aug.
23, the one year anniversary of its dedication. Since then, the Relics
Shrine, which houses nearly 300 relics, has become a place of pilgrimage
for faithful throughout the diocese as well as visitors both local and
abroad.
For many, relics are a completely new facet of Catholic devotional life.
For others, they are rediscovering the sacred remains they saw as children dot high altars for feasts and holy days. In every instance though, the
response from the faithful coming to the Cathedral Basilica to see and
pray at the Shrine has been the same — they experience a moment of
encounter that leaves them changed for the better.
When the Shrine was conceived, it was decided that it should be dedicated to the diocesan patron, St. Paul. Before his conversion, St. Paul was
anything but perfect. He was an accomplice to the murder of Stephen
(Acts 8:1); he captured and imprisoned Christians (Acts 8:1-4); and he traveled to different cities just to vote for the murder of Christians (Acts 26:911). All that changed, though, one day as he traveled to Damascus. When
Jesus confronted Paul on the road, Paul learned that he had failed in his
efforts to serve God. He had been persecuting God, not serving him (Acts
9:4-5). That encounter changed his life forever. In a reversal of roles, Paul
would become the one beaten, imprisoned, and eventually martyred for
the name of Christ.
Encounter with Christ changed Paul. Writing from prison to encourage the Church in Philippi, Paul wrote, “[Christ] will change our mortal
bodies to be like his own glorious body” (Phil 3:21). That is a succinct summation of what encounter with relics — the saints — do for us: relics are
tangible reminders that men and women — just like us — actually lived
and, because they persevered in their pursuit of holiness, are now enjoying the beatific vision and are capable of interceding for us before God.
Veneration, praying before relics — honoring them — reminds us of that.
Meaningful moments of encounter are what happens at the Relics
Shrine if you ask any Cathedral priest, docent, usher, parishioner or visitor. They’ll describe how some people stand there and weep. They may
recount how a group of Chaldean Catholics dropped to their knees in unison when they found out some of St. Paul’s bones were encased in the
altar. They’ll talk about some who were just caught up in awe because
they were in the presence of so many saints they only ever knew through
books and statues. Some will even tell you about a few relics that have
physically rotated in the case without any explanation. Divine encounter
does all this — it changes us, it moves us, it breaks into the here and now
to draw us up, out of ourselves, towards God.
As the Cathedral celebrates the first anniversary of the St. Paul Relics
Shrine dedication, it is happy to announce some new additions. This Fall,
the Relics Shrine will receive several new relics for permanent veneration including: a lock of hair and bone belonging to St. Madeleine Sophie
Barat gifted by the Franciscan Daughters of Mary; the ulna and radius
bones of St. Arnold of Arnoldsweiler obtained by Bishop Maes; a relic of
St. Wolfgang gifted by Bishop Voderholzer of Regensburg; and some of
the bones of Sts. Cosmas and Damian gifted by their Basilica in Rome.
The relics are planned to be fitted in new reliquaries with the catalogue
located at the Shrine updated and expanded. Work is also underway on a
small booklet about the relics that will be available at the Cathedral for
donation.
Father Jordan Hainsey is Custos of Holy Relics for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky. To donate relics to the Diocesan Relics Collection or would to
make a donation toward new reliquaries, call Father Hainsey at (859) 3921500.

IT'S STILL A GREAT TIME
TO SELL YOUR HOME
I have clients looking for homes.
Some are even cash buyers!
If you're thinking of selling, give me a call,
I may have someone for your home.
FOR RESULTS, CALL MARIE WIEDER
OF RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates
(859) 801-9762

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS
on the book, “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist:
Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper,” by Brad Pitre.
St. Anne Retreat Center will host a Women’s Retreat
“Growing Closer to The Father,” Sept. 9–11, with retreat
leader Franciscan Daughters of Mary Mother Seraphina.
Topics include: Trust — Having no fear; How to pray —
with the Psalms, Lectio Divina; and spiritual warfare.
Retreat begins Friday, 5:30 p.m. with dinner and concludes
Sunday following 10 a.m. Mass. Cost: $175. Registration
deadline, Aug. 26. Call 441-2003 or e-mail
csmith@covdio.org.

Start with prayer

Celebrating 100 wins
The Villa Vikings girls soccer coach Glenn Rice earned
his 100th win, Aug. 15, when Villa Madonna Academy
defeated Grant County 5-2 at Grant County.
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or
517; and DirectTV 25.
Sunday, Sept. 4, Newport Central Catholic High School,
Newport, will have a watch party for the Western &
Southern/WEBN Labor Day Fireworks. Food, drinks, and
games will begin at 5 p.m. (no cans, bottles or coolers will
be permitted.) Admission is five dollars, ages 6 and under
are free, limited parking passes are available. To register
visit https://www.ncchs.com/news.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - noon.,
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the public, 50
percent off the first Thursday of each month. Proceeds
benefit children living at DCCH Center. Donation drop-off
preferred during regular Flea Market hours – 75
Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.
Father Michael Comer is taking a foundational
approach to catechesis on the Eucharist by inviting
everyone to journey back in the Old Testament to uncover
the roots of the Church’s teaching on the Eucharist. The
series begins Thursday, Sept. 8 with a morning session at
10:30 a.m. which is then repeated in the evening at 6:30
p.m., at Mother of God Church. This series will be based

Father Timothy Schehr will be teaching a three-part
workshop on the “Book of Psalms” Saturdays, Sept. 10,
Oct. 1 and 29, at the Curia, Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington, 9–11:30 a.m. St. Ambrose called the
Book of Psalms “a gymnasium for the soul” because it is
filled with reflections to help people gain strength for the
journey of life. To register visit
https://covdio.org/oce/catholic-bible-study/.
Find brothers to journey with you on your walk of
faith. “That Man Is You” provides men a place to
encounter Jesus and to learn the teachings of his Church
so that they can be effective leaders in their home, their
parish and greater society. St. Joesph Parish, Cold Spring,
will begin That Man Is You, Year 1, Tuesdays 8 p.m. from
Sept. 13 thru Dec. 13. For information e-mail
baumannwill16@gmail.com.
New Beginnings is a faith-based support group that
provides separated and divorced individuals the opportunity for healing and growth. Participants will find a new
understanding of themselves and their relationships and
gain courage to discover new life. Thursday evenings,
Divine Mercy Parish, Charity Hall, 7–8:30 p.m. Registration
is required. Visit covdio.org/new-beginnings-2/ or call 3921500, ext.1592. Fall schedule is Thursdays: Sept. 15, Sept. 22,
Sept. 29, Oct. 6, Oct. 13, Oct. 20, Oct. 27, and Nov. 3.
Do you desire to be healthier and more physically fit? Are
you tired of being tired? Would you like to build your relationship with Our Lord? First Place 4 Health, a Christ-centered total-wellness program, will be offered at St. Agnes
Church, Ft. Wright. First Place 4 Health groups will
begin meeting the week of Sept. 19. Meetings will be
held on Monday evenings 5:15–6:45 p.m. or Tuesday mornings 7:15–8:45 a.m. An orientation meeting will be held
Sept. 12, 6 p.m. in the St. Agnes Parish Conference Room,
Ft. Wright. For more information and to RSVP call 803-

Students at St. Pius X School gathered for their opening prayer
service to introduce this year’s school theme, “Created in the
Image and Likeness of God, 2 Love, By Love, 4 Love.” Father
Matthew Summe read to the students from the Book of Genesis
and spoke of God creating each one of them in his image for a
special purpose. Mrs. Greenwell then talked to the students
about being charitable in their words after reading the book,
“Mr. Peabody’s Apples.” The prayer service concluded with a student-led song that many of them had learned during Vacation
Bible School.
2002 or e-mail nancybradley47@hotmail.com. No obligation, just come and bring a friend
The Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic Community
sponsors a monthly Third Tuesday prayer gathering, 7–
8:45 pm at Blessed Sacrament’s Parish Center, Ft. Mitchell.
Come Sept. 20 for praise and worship music, teaching, witnesses and healing prayers. All are invited. Call 341-5932.
Bishop Brossart High School “Fun Night” for 7th and
8th graders, Sept. 24, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Numerous activities
such as video games, a movie, basketball, volleyball, or
board games will be available. Contact Tony Harden at
tharden@bishopbrossart.org by Sept. 8.
Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of
Reflection, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Sept. 17, St. John Parish,
Carrollton; Oct. 8, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring; Nov. 19,
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood and Dec. 17, St. Timothy
Parish, Union. No charge. No sign up.
The 2022 Serra Club Golf Outing is scheduled for Sept.
22 at Twin Oaks Golf Club, Latonia. Shotgun start 9 a.m.
Cost $100 per golfer (this price includes 18 holes of golf
with cart, lunch buffet, on- course refreshments, and door
prizes). Contact Serran Mike Murray at 630-4228.
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Carrollton, is hosting a
taco and burger parish picnic Sept. 24. Mass will be a 3
p.m. followed by the picnic.

Festivals
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 4, 4 p.m. - midnight
Sept. 5, 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.
St. Barbara Parish,
Erlanger
Sept. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 10, 5 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 11, 2-7 p.m.
St. Patrick Parish,
Maysville
Sept. 9-10-11
St. Timothy Parish,
Union
Sept. 16, 6–11 p.m.
Sept. 17,
5:30 p.m.–midnight
Sept. 18,
12:30-6 p.m.,

St. William Parish,
Williamstown
Sept. 16-17
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.-midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.
St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
Festival listings are
submitted by parishes and
schools. If your festival
isn’t listed e-mail your
festival information to
messenger@covdio.org.
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Kentucky education policy
(Continued from page 4)

ening the Education Opportunity Account Act. This
would include expanding tuition assistance statewide,
increasing funding and removing the five-year sunset on
the program. This move alone would help relieve a heavy
burden carried by thousands of Kentuckians.
From a big picture perspective, policymakers should

broaden their definition of what it means to support education. Education policy should be about funding students, not systems. To the fullest extent possible, every
education policy that comes out of Frankfort should put
parents in the driver’s seat when it comes to their children.
In a world of increasing choices, Kentucky’s education
landscape still remains a largely one-size fits-all system.

Parents are making it abundantly clear that the status
quo is not acceptable. Change is coming from the bottom
up as parents assert more control over their children’s
education. It is only a matter of time before education
policy starts to catch up.
Gary W. Houchens, PhD, is professor of education
administration at Western Kentucky University and a member of the Board of Directors for EdChoice Kentucky.
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New turf field
(Continued from page 2)

just a few hours before the game began Mr.
Schneider had taken his wife to the hospital for
the birth of their child.
In his statement, Mr. Schneider said that “the
timing could not have been better” for the October
meeting about the turf field. SHDHS had recently
hosted the Region Nine soccer tournament and
was receiving some “backlash” about its field conditions. The meeting went well and Mr. Schneider
felt confident that a new turf field would become a
reality by the fall of 2023.
Keener photos
“If you know Monica or Aaron Gumz, you
know that our internal goal of fall of 2023 did not (above left, from left) RJ (Ronald) and Nicole Riegler and Aaron and Monica Gumz, co-chairs of the committee who spearheaded the
mesh with their go getter mentality,” whose vision turf field project, are introduced at the dedication. (above right) Soccer team captains hold the ribbon as Mr. Gish performs the offiand vigor reset the goal to fall of 2022.
cial inaugural ribbon cutting.
“From that day forward, we hit the ground runMr. Brennan said to the applause of the crowd.
thank anyone who made a call to a donor, sent a donor
ning at full sprint,” Mr. Schneider said.
Mr. Brennan said that a committee of dedicated parpacket out or simply struck up a conversation with a
During the dedication, game balls from the first game
ents held weekly virtual and in-person meetings and crefriend or family member. You all played a part in making
played on the new turf and signed by the players were preated an extensive campaign to raise the addition funds
this happen.”
sented to Mr. Gumz and RJ (Ronald) Riegler, co-chairs who
needed to complete the project.
oversaw the project.
“This project took an army to accomplish,” he said. “I
“You were the boots on the ground during this project,”

ACUE Leadership Solicitation Team
Julie Dupont, parishioner, Holy Spirit Parish, Newport and this year’s general chair, ACUE Annual Fund, (center) is surrounded by members of the ACUE Leadership Solicitation Team.
The team met, Aug. 25, for an orientation and briefing on the upcoming leadership appeal. The active phase of the appeal runs through the month of October and supports tuition
assistance at the six Alliance for Catholic Urban Education schools: Holy Cross Elementary, Latonia; Holy Family School, Covington; Holy Trinity School, Bellevue; Prince of Peace
School, Covington; St. Anthony School, Taylor Mill and St. Augustine School, Covington.

Pilgrimage to
Medjugorje
Oct 16-26, 2022
with Priest Chaplain

Package price from
Cincinnati is only $2,390.
Price includes
transportation, tours,
accommodations, and daily
breakfast and dinner.
e-mail: lpifher@hotmail.com or
Call Lisa Pifher at (513) 377-6780
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Pope calls for prayers for Iraq, whose people desire normality, peace
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — After a series of deadly clashes
erupted in Iraq, Pope Francis said “dialogue and fraternity” were needed to overcome the current situation and to become a nation of diverse communities
living in peace.
The pope said he was following the news of “violent events” unfolding in the country, which he fondly recalled visiting in 2021.
It was during that visit, he said at the end of his
weekly general audience Aug. 31, that he experienced
firsthand the people’s “great desire for normality
and peaceful coexistence among the different religious communities” in Iraq.
“Dialogue and fraternity are the right path for facing the current difficulties and to reach this goal” of
peace, he said.
He asked that people pray that God give the gift of
peace to the Iraqi people.
At least 30 people were killed and hundreds more
injured in Baghdad in clashes Aug. 29 and Aug. 30
when supporters of Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr
stormed the presidential palace after fighting with
Iraqi security forces and militia groups allied with
Iran.
The violence also spread to other parts of the
country when supporters of al-Sadr attacked places
linked to groups aligned with Iran.
The cleric called for calm and an end to the fight-

CNS photo/Paul Haring

A man rests his head on Pope Francis as the pope meets people during his general
audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Aug. 31, 2022.
ing late Aug. 30.
The Associated Press
reported that Iraq’s government has been deadlocked since al-Sadr’s party
won the largest share of
seats in October parliamentary elections — but

not enough to secure a majority government. That led to
months of political infighting between al-Sadr’s Shiite followers and his Iran-backed Shiite rivals before it became
violent Aug. 29, AP reported.
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi said the government needed to find out who fired on the protesters —
despite orders not to use live ammunition — and who
opened fire on governmental institutions.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CAMPUS MINISTER

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

AIDE POSITIONS
DAY CARE PROGRAM
St. Cecilia’s Early Childhood Learning Center is
seeking charismatic and enthusiastic candidates
to fill a few aide positions in our day care program. Our full-time position offers hours from
9:30-6:00 daily or our part-time position offers
hours from 2:30-6:00 daily. Both with weekends
and evenings free!!
Candidates should have management strategies
for dealing with children and be able to work
with adults within the program. Children who
attend the program look forward to fun activities, building social & emotional skills, and outdoor & indoor play. Interested candidates
should email Director, Kim Murphy @ kmurphy@stcindependence.org.
Starting October 24, 2022 all employees will be
able to receive free daycare through child care
assistance as the state of KY is covering it all!

Habitat for Humanity of Cincinnati
Is looking for Americorps Construction Crew Leaders. Duration
of employment is 10.5 months, compensation is $17,000 paid
bi-weekly plus additional compensation toward education.

To learn more and apply call 513-482-5650 or
email erin.flynn@habitatcincinnati.org

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will be full time,
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and
opportunities for a full living and development of
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating
timely and effective communications with students
and parents, including regularly updating the website, Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in
young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA
CONTENT DEVELOPER
The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role,
you will use your communication and web design skills
to increase reader engagement, primarily through
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties
and responsibilities include creating content for
various print and social media formats; proofreading
content before publication; attending, taking
photographs and reporting on events; and recording
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle
stress is an absolute requirement.
Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE

BABYSITTING WANTED:
Looking for someone to watch our two young boys,
ages 4 and 1, at our residence Monday-Friday from
3pm-5pm. We live in Ft. Mitchell by Blessed
Sacrament. Perfect for an after school job! An adult
would always be present in the home, working. If
cannot commit to all 5 days, we would be open to
just a few days . Contact Julie Morano,
(859) 992-4907, julie.mueller5@gmail.com

BENEFITS COORDINATOR
The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to
apply for the position of Benefits Coordinator, a
position that is opening due to a retirement. The
Benefits Coordinator inputs, manipulates, and
monitors information relative to health insurance
and other coverages for priests and for lay
employees of the parishes and schools of the
diocese. Responsibilities include maintaining
several payroll and benefits systems, monthly
and quarterly billing, periodic small-scale mailings,
bookkeeping, and ongoing member relations.
The candidate we seek for this position will be a
practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church, who has a natural attention to detail, a
familiarity with basic accounting, and skills with
interpersonal communications. Please send a letter
of interest, resume with compensation history,
and references with contact email addresses by
email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859-392-1589.

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1500

STS. PETER AND PAUL
AND PRINCE OF PEACE
PART-TIME
CAFETERIA MANAGERS
These positions are 4 hours daily, Monday through
Friday. These positions require general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director
Jackie Kaiser Jkaiser@covdio.org or call
859-392-1536.

PART-TIME PRESCHOOL TEACHER
ST. CECILIA, INDEPENDENCE
2022-2023
St. Cecilia, Independence Three Year Old
Preschool is looking for a part-time teacher on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for the 2022-2023
school year. We are looking for an energetic
person who has a love for working with
children and a love for teaching. The ideal
candidate will be self-motivated and flexible.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter
and resume with references to Kim Murphy at
kmurphy@stcindependence.org
Starting October 24, 2022 all employees will be
able to receive free daycare through child care
assistance as the state of KY is covering it all!
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USCCB’s Labor Day
statement touts bills
to help children,
women, families

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE,
ST. STEPHEN PARISH, ARCHDIOCESE
OF CINCINNATI, OH
The role of PASTORAL ASSOCIATE is a full time position reporting to the Pastor. The primary function of
this position is to enable ongoing parish life including
liturgy, pastoral care and administration, enabling
people to draw closer to God by facilitating the
growth of St. Stephen parish that is ministerially
complete and to assist the pastor in his function of
liaison between the parish and the diocesan church.
In addition to being an essential function in the daily
life of the parish, this position also serves as a
developmental role that could lead to the promotional
opportunity over time of Pastoral Associate for the
Family of Parishes of St. Stephen, Holy FamilyImmaculata, St. Rose and Christ the King.
The Pastoral Associate enables, encourages, develops
lay leadership on all levels; works with parish council
to develop goals and objectives that enflesh the
vision and meet particular needs of the community;
oversees sacramental, liturgical life of parish; organizes
community outreach programs; and engages
parishioners in Stewardship initiatives.
Applicants should have 5 – 10 years job experience in
the relative pastoral setting; a theological background in Ecclesiology, Christology, Sacramental and
Liturgical Theology, Scripture, and Ethics and
Morality; skills in pastoral counseling/pastoral care;
have supervision experience in ministry; good interpersonal skills, and multi-cultural sensitivity.
For more details contact the St. Stephen Search
Committee at: ststephensearchcommittee@gmail.com

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

CARPENTER NEEDED
Make an impact that transforms lives by helping lowincome families & indiv realize their dream of owning
a home. Housing Opportunities of Northern
Kentucky (HONK) has FT paid Carpenter opening.
HONK is faith-based non-profit org w/ 30 years’ experience building & rehabbing homes to create affordable homeownership opportunities. FT during week
w/ some Saturdays. $18-$20/hr DOE. Health Care,
Paid Holidays, Personal Time Off, and Good Working
Environment. Eligible for Retirement Plan after 1
year
Details at https://link.edgepilot.com/s/83fc37dd/
WHLtUZaK9E2hiRvBYzMasg?u=http://www.honkhom
es.org/Carpenter
Send resume or detailed experience w/ availability,
pay requirements & contact info to: David Hastings
c/o HONK, 502 Fry St., Covington 41011 or e-mail to
dhastings@honkhomes.org

Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — This year’s annual Labor Day statement from the U.S. bishops touts two bills awaiting action
in Congress as being helpful to children, women and families: the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and an expansion of the federal child tax credit.
“Even before current economic uncertainties, women
— especially women of African descent and Latina
women — earned less than their male counterparts,
including when doing the same work with the same qualifications,” said Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma
City, chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Development, in the statement.
“They filled the majority of direct care jobs, experiencing increased risk of injury, high stress, and exposure to
illness while earning low wages. They were the majority
of caretakers for their loved ones, yet many lacked adequate family and medical leave policies. These and other
economic challenges continue to affect working families
and children,” Archbishop Coakley said.
The statement, “Building a Just Economy for Women
and Families,” was released Aug. 31.
Noting that this was the first Labor Day since the
Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade, Archbishop
Coakley said: “This unique moment necessitates a society
and an economy that supports marriages, families and
women; it demands that all of us reach across political
aisles and work diligently to reframe social policies in
ways that are pro-woman, pro-family, pro-worker and,
thus, authentically pro-life.”
He suggested that both the Pregnant Workers Fairness
Act and the child tax credit expansion fulfill that goal, calling the former one of the bishops’ “policy priorities.”
“There is currently no federal law requiring employers
to provide short-term, reasonable accommodations to
pregnant women in the workplace and the PWFA would do
so. Common requests include being able to carry a bottle
of water, a stool for jobs that involve long periods of standing, or lighter duty for jobs that entail heavy lifting,” he
said.
“Women in low-wage and physically demanding jobs,
disproportionately held by women of color, are regularly
denied these simple accommodations and terminated or
forced to take leave without pay.
The bill has passed the House, but awaits action in a
Senate running out of days on its calendar. “No woman
should be forced to risk her or her child’s health, miscarriage, preterm birth, economic security or losing insurance benefits just because she requests a short-term, reasonable, pregnancy-related accommodation,” Archbishop
Coakley said.
The archbishop used the statement to press for passage
of an expanded child tax credit.
“In 2021, the CTC provided financial relief for families
who were having difficulty making ends meet. Families
largely spent this money on food, energy bills, housing
payments and other basic needs. With rising inflation,
continuing to expand this tax credit would be critically
helpful to families forced to choose between buying food
and filling up their gas tanks,” Archbishop Coakley said.
“Congress should move forward with a CTC proposal
that has no minimum income requirement, includes families with mixed immigration status, is available for the
year before birth, and is offered to every child — regardless of the size of the family,” he added. “The CTC was
enormously effective at reducing child poverty in 2021 and
we should not regress from this progress.”
Passing both bills, Archbishop Coakley said, “would
have a profound impact on family stability, especially for
families who are financially vulnerable.”
He also voiced themes common in the annual Labor
Day statement, among them federal paid leave policy, just
wages and the right to organize. “We have long called for a
system in which the whole of society enjoys fundamental
human needs including nutrition, affordable housing,
education, and health care,” the archbishop said.
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Without forgiveness, humility, pope says, then injustice, wars will rage
As long as people fail to understand “that the revolution
of the Gospel lies completely in this kind of freedom, we
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The world will keep witnesswill continue to witness wars, violence and injustice,
ing wars, violence and injustice as long as people fail to
which are none other than an external sign of a lack of
understand that true freedom comes from seeking God’s
inner freedom,” he said. It is this lack of inner freedom
will, love and mercy, Pope Francis said.
that leads to “selfishness, individualism, self-interest,
Only when one’s heart is filled with mercy can life be
abuse of power.”
lived with joy, and when life is lived by humbly serving othThe pope arrived in the early morning by helicopter
ers can there be peace, the pope said in a homily during
from Rome and visited the city’s cathedral, which still has
Mass celebrated in the central Italian city of L’Aquila Aug.
not been rebuilt after a deadly earthquake in 2009. He met
28. The Vatican broadcast the visit live online.
with and gave an address to the city’s residents to provide
Christians are asked to live like Christ, who came to
encouragement and comfort. The quake killed 309 people
serve, not be served, the pope said, and in this way, they
as they slept, severely damaged thousands of buildings
will also find true freedom.
and left more than 65,000 people homeless.
The pope’s visit was also to help
celebrate “the Celestine Pardon,”
which is held Aug. 28-29 every year
and was established by St. Celestine V
in 1294.
The 13th-century pope, who abdicated just a few months after his election, issued a papal bull on the granting of a plenary indulgence to everyone who visits the Santa Maria di
Collemaggio basilica, goes to confession, receives Communion and prays
for the intentions of the pope. The rituals and traditions of the celebration,
recognized by UNESCO as part of the
“Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity,” underline the importance
of forgiveness and peace.
Pope Francis opened the basilica’s
holy door as part of the annual penitential rite and was the first pope to
do so since 1294. He also prayed before
the relics of St. Celestine, whose tomb
CNS photo/Vatican Media
lies inside the basilica.
Pope Francis enters the Holy Door of the Basilica of Santa Maria di Collemaggio
In his homily at the Mass, Pope
in L’Aquila, Italy, Aug. 28, 2022.
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Francis said St. Celestine’s abdication was a sign of him
saying “yes,” not “no,” as he was a humble servant who
was seeking to choose to follow God’s will.
“In fact, there is no other way to carry out God’s will
than by taking on the strength of the humble,” he said.
The humble may appear “weak” or as “failures,” he
said, but “in reality, they are the real winners, because
they are the ones who completely trust in the Lord and
know his will.”
In a world that is dominated by pride, “the Word of God
invites us to be humble and meek,” Pope Francis said.
Being humble does not mean destroying or ignoring
one’s sense of self-worth, it is having a “healthy realism”
that understands one’s abilities and limitations, he said.
By humbly recognizing one’s misery, one can then focus
on God, “with whom all things are possible,” he said.
Pope Francis said St. Celestine left the city of L’Aquila
and the world a gift by reminding people that it is only with
mercy that “the life of every man and woman can be lived
with joy.”
“Forgiveness is the passage from death to life, from feeling anguish and guilt to feeling freedom and joy,” he said.
He asked that the city and its basilica “always be a place
where one can be reconciled and feel that grace that puts
us back on our feet and gives us another chance. May it be
a church of forgiveness, not just once a year, but always.”
“In fact, this is how peace is built, through forgiveness
that is received and given,” the pope said.
The pope also prayed the Angelus after Mass with those
gathered in front of the basilica. He prayed for those hit by
a disastrous flood in Pakistan and appealed for “prompt
and generous” international assistance.
He prayed for the intercession of Our Lady, so that “she
might obtain pardon and peace for the entire world. Let us
pray for the people of Ukraine and for all those who suffer
because of war. May the God of peace revive a human and
Christian sense of pity and mercy in the hearts of the leaders of nations. Mary, mother of mercy and queen of peace,
pray for us!”

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

C om plete Line ofLum ber and Building M aterials
Latonia Ave.at 35th St. • C ovington K Y • 581-0400
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Misunderstanding of pregnancy centers’
mission seen as a reason for attacks
ST. PAUL, Minn. (CNS) — Angela Franey, executive director of
Abria Pregnancy Resources, said recent vandalism at the organization’s St. Paul location and dozens of similar attacks on pregnancy
centers around the country reflect recent anger and misunderstanding around the issue of abortion. She also believes the damage also stems from a misunderstanding of the mission of Abria
and other like centers. Abria’s staff love and help women, she said,
and provide a variety of information so they know they have
options. “We never tell them what to do,” she said, but instead,
offer them information to help make a fully informed decision.
“And we respect their ability to do that,” she told The Catholic
Spirit, newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Attacks on pro-life pregnancy centers, like Abria, as well as
churches have taken place across the country since early May,
when a draft opinion of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the
Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s Health Organization case was leaked.
The court’s June 24 decision in the Dobbs case ultimately overturned Roe v. Wade, which had legalized abortion nationwide. The
new ruling allows states to decide their own laws regarding abortion. To date, there have been about 40 such attacks on centers and
churches, and Jane’s Revenge has claimed responsibility for many
of them. Described as “a militant, extremist, pro-abortion rights
group,” it was formed shortly after the leak of the draft opinion.

Pope creates 20 new cardinals, including San Diego bishop
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a ceremony to create 20 new cardinals, Pope Francis encouraged the College of Cardinals to have the
same spiritual zeal for all people, whether they are in positions of
power or ordinary Christians. “A cardinal loves the church, always
with that same spiritual fire, whether dealing with great questions
or handling everyday problems, with the powerful of this world or
those ordinary people who are great in God’s eyes,” the pope said
Aug. 20 during the consistory, a prayer service during which he
personally welcomed 20 churchmen into the College of Cardinals.
Those who have this apostolic zeal are compelled “by the fire of the
Spirit to be concerned, courageously, with things great and small,”
he said. During the ceremony, each of the new cardinals, including
Cardinal Robert W. McElroy of San Diego, California, professed
their faith by reciting the Creed and formally swore fidelity and
obedience to the pope and his successors. They then approached
Pope Francis, one by one, to receive their biretta, their cardinal’s
ring and the assignment of a “titular” church in Rome, which
makes them part of the Roman clergy. In his homily, Pope Francis
reflected on Jesus’ words to his disciples, in which he declared, “I
came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled.” Focusing on the image of fire, Pope Francis said that the
“flame of the spirit of God” represents his love “that purifies,
regenerates and transfigures all things.” It also evokes the charcoal
fire made by the risen Christ for his disciples along the shore of
the Sea of Galilee, which created “a familiar setting where the disciples, amazed and moved, savor their closeness to their Lord.”

Carmelite nuns’ statement on Chilean
Constitution vote provokes reaction
SANTIAGO, Chile (CNS) — A group of Discalced Carmelite sisters issued a statement with their reflections on the new constitution being put to a plebiscite, provoking reactions within the
church, including other nuns. “If we reject the proposal of a new
constitution,” the Carmelites’ statement said, “we are rejecting the
possibility of taking a big step forward in the future of our country.” Chileans vote Sept. 4 on a new constitution, which would
replace a document dating back to the military dictatorship of
President Augusto Pinochet, who seized power in a 1973 coup. The
new constitution has been described as progressive by supporters
and derided as “woke” by critics. A lengthy document with 388 articles, it declares Chile a “pluri-national” state, in which Indigenous
peoples are recognized. It also enshrines environmental protections, guaranteed education access and gender equality. Chile’s
Catholic bishops urged people to participate in the referendum and
supported the process, but have not said how to vote. The vote
comes as the bishops’ deal with the fallout of clerical sexual abuse
scandals, which have cratered their credibility in Chilean society.
The Carmelites, based in San José de Maipo, showed support for
many of the progressive articles. Their statement said of the recognition of Indigenous peoples “is a gesture that dignifies Chile and
profoundly rejoices Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe.”

Backers of priest’s cause vow to fight
recommendation to suspend it
BROOKLYN, N.Y. — A battlefield commander’s radio message
pierced the frenzied bustle at the headquarters for the 3rd
Battalion of the 5th Marine Regiment. Top brass expected lots of
casualties during “Operation Swift” — an assault aimed at sweeping enemy troops from a strategic rice-producing valley in
Vietnam. The cost was 127 U.S. service members killed in action,
but no one expected one of them would be the 38-year-old Naval
Reserve lieutenant from Staten Island. The commander didn’t say
the man’s name, but everyone quickly guessed it was the chaplain,

Father Vincent Capodanno, affectionately known as the “Grunt
Padre.” “He said, ‘One KIA Naval officer,’” recalled George Phillips,
then a corporal from Brooklyn, who was wounded in the same battle. “They made him repeat the message to make sure they heard it
correctly.” This grim news, Phillips said, quickly spread — “The
padre is dead.” “Grunts” of the 5th Regiment, part of the 1st
Marine Division, mourned their popular chaplain. His heroism
nearly 55 years ago brought him the nation’s highest military
award, the Medal of Honor — and spawned efforts to have him canonized. But members of the Father Capodanno Guild were recently
startled by a recommendation from theological consultants for a
“suspension” of the chaplain’s cause for sainthood.

Bishop who helped rebuild church in
northwest China dies at 91
HONG KONG — Bishop John Baptist Ye Ronghua, who led the
reconstruction of the Catholic Church in northwestern China’s
Ankang area, died at age 91. Ucanews.com said Bishop Ye died Aug.
28 of age-related ailments. Bishop Ye served as the diocesan administrator of Ankang from 1987 to 2000. He was ordained as the first
bishop of Ankang in 2000. Bishop Ye was born in a Catholic family
June 6, 1931. He studied in seminaries run by Italian Pontifical
Institute for Foreign Missions and graduated from the major seminary in Kaifeng in 1958, ucanews.com reported. His ordination to
the priesthood was delayed due to political movements that targeted the church. The Chinese Communist Party launched a sociopolitical movement called the Cultural Revolution that lasted from
1966 to 1976. Bishop Ye, not yet ordained, was branded a counterrevolutionary, and he was forced into a labor camp for “reeducation.” He was finally ordained a priest in 1982, at age of 51, after
China’s religions were allowed to revive. During the Cultural
Revolution, church properties were confiscated, churches were
destroyed and very few priests were left. Bishop Anthony Li Du’an
of Xi’an began administering Ankang in 1988. Over 11 years, he
ordained nine priests, restored three churches and opened two clinics, ucanews.com reported.

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

(859) 781-1562

Excellence Since 1979

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.
921 Dudley Road
Edgewood, KY 41017
(859) 341-6666

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.
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Protecting God’s Children for Adults
Safe Environment Trainings

For all employees and volunteers
of the Diocese of Covington who
in any way provide a safe environment for children.
Step 1: Contact parish/school
institution leader to review the
Policies and Procedures and fill
out the Application and

Acceptance Forms.
Step 2: Go to
www.virtus.org and click on
Registration. Follow the prompts
to create an account and to
request a background check.
Selection.com is a secure site; the
background check is posted on

your account and you receive a
copy if you request it during the
registration process. You will sign
up for a VIRTUS training class
during the registration.

receive 12 bulletins per year. You
will receive e-mail notices at system@pub.virtus.org unless your
computer program blocks them.

Step 3: Your account becomes
active when your background
check, VIRTUS
session and Acceptance Form are
posted on your account. You will

Bulletins:
n September bulletin:
posted, Sunday, Sept. 4;
due Tuesday, Oct. 4
www.virtusonline.org, enter user

id and password to access your
bulletins. If your Virtus account is
inactivated please contact your n
primary location for assistance.
To login: www.virtus.org, enter
user id and password.
Training:
n Saturday, Sept. 10, 10 a.m.–
12:30 p.m., St Philip Parish,
Parish Center, Melbourne

n Thursday, Sept. 15,
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access your
account, contact your parish,
school or institution.

For other difficulties, contact
n Thursday, Oct. 13, 6:30–9 p.m., Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500
or msteffen@covdio.org.
Thomas More University,
Steigerwald Hall,
Crestview Hills

