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For the first time in the school’s history, St. Therese School,
Southgate, has been honored as a Blue Ribbon School by the US
Department of Education for 2022. This prestigious award recognized only 297 schools as National Blue Ribbon Schools this year,
and only 24 private schools, with St. Therese School being among
them.
According to the US Department of Education’s website, “The
National Blue Ribbon Schools award affirms the hard work of students, educators, families, and communities in creating safe and
welcoming schools where students master challenging content.”
Mrs. Kendra McGuire, superintendent of Schools for the
Diocese of Covington, came to St. Therese School to congratulate
the students on their achievement, Sept. 16, saying,
“Congratulations to all of you for all your hard work … we are very
proud of you. We are proud of your school, your principal and all
of your standards, and we thank you for your hard work.”
In celebration, blue balloons were released to the celebratory
students during the award’s announcement — excitement filling St.

Therese’s gymnasium as the balloons were tossed amongst the students, who would later be treated to blue ice balls and popcorn to
further celebrate this achievement.
St. Therese School will always be recognized as a Blue Ribbon
School even beyond 2022, joining the ranks of 18 other diocesan elementary schools and high schools who have been recognized as
Blue Ribbon Schools in the past.
Following this announcement, Bishop John Iffert commented on
the achievement, “There’s a very popular saying that good news
travels fast. St. Therese School earning the National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence designation is indeed great news that traveled
to me, all the way to Rome, in the matter of seconds,” said Bishop
Iffert, who was in Rome for the annual Course of Formation for
New Bishops. “I am delighted that St. Therese School has been recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a 2022 National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. I congratulate Katie Boruske,
principal, and the students, teachers, and parents for creating a
school environment where academic achievement is not only envisioned but attained. I can’t wait to celebrate with you.”
For a list of Diocese Blue Ribbon Schools, see page 20.

Deacon candidate
Tom Murrin views ordination
as a ‘starting point’
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

In preparation for his ordination to the permanent diaconate this October, Tom Murrin
joined the Messenger for an interview regarding his vocation and faith journey.
Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Mr.
Murrin came to Cincinnati as part of the
Jesuit Volunteer Corps. Graduating with an
undergraduate degree in chemical engineering from the University of Detroit, Mr. Murrin
spent his 20s in Over-the-Rhine, Cincinnati,
working with the homeless population there.
“I worked at Tender Mercies, which is a
housing organization that houses the chronically mentally ill,” said Mr. Murrin., who also
worked at the St. Joseph Catholic Worker
Tom Murrin

(Continued on page 18)

9
With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God,
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
requests the honor of your presence
at the Ordination to the Diaconate of

999
Thomas John Murrin
through the power of the Holy Spirit
and the imposition of hands by the

Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of Covington
on Saturday, Oct. 15 at 10 o’clock in the morning
St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
1130 Madison Ave., Covington
Reception will follow at:
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium
Diocesan Curia Building
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Pope meets prelates attending
weeklong course for new bishops
Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Close to 200 bishops at the beginning of their ministries in dioceses and
eparchies around the world, including Bishop John Iffert of the Diocese of Covington, met
Pope Francis Sept. 19 at the end of a week of conferences.

CNS photo/Vatican Media

(above) Pope Francis listens as Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, speaks
during an audience with almost 200 new bishops, including Bishop Iffert, participating in a formation
course, at the Vatican Sept. 19, 2022. The course for new bishops was sponsored by the dicasteries for
Bishops, for Evangelization and for Eastern Churches.

You’re invited!
Bishop John Iffert will celebrate
the annual Pro-Life Mass
Tuesday, Oct. 4, 7 p.m.
at theCathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington
Father Conor Kunath will be the homilist.
The rosary will be prayed at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your family and friends as we join together on this joyful
occasion and greatest support of life — celebrating the Eucharist.
For information, call the Pro-Life Office (859) 392-1500
(above) Bishop Iffert looks over material during a Formation Course for New Bishop
session in Rome.

SUMMIT22
Core Team meets
The SUMMIT22 Core Team
met for the first time,
Sept. 14, at Milligan Hall,
St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood. The core team
helps prepare for the
SUMMIT22 Eucharistic
retreat, which will take
place Oct. 7–9 at
Covington Catholic
High School.
This is the 17th annual
Eucharistic youth retreat
in the diocese, formerly
named YOUTH 2000.
For registration and
information visit
www.covdio.org/summit22/.
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(Continued from page 2)
Because the COVID-19 pandemic had forced the suspension of the annual formation course for new bishops, the
2022 courses were held in multiple sessions with the first
groups of bishops — more than 150 of them — meeting Pope
Francis in early September, and bishops from mission territories meeting him Sept. 17.
The Dicastery for Bishops, the Dicastery for
Evangelization and the Dicastery for Eastern Churches
organized the courses.
The themes for the 2022 sessions included: the meaning of
“a synodal church”; crisis management with special attention to handling situations and allegations of abuse; the
church after the pandemic; a review of what canon law says
about administering a diocese; communication and use of
the media, ministry to families with special attention to the
pope’s exhortation “Amoris Laetitia”; and promoting care
for all people and for the environment with special attention
to “Laudato Si’” and “Fratelli Tutti.”
While the course offers practical information to the bishops and a chance to pray and meet with their peers from
around the world and with top Vatican officials, it is especially a chance to respond to Pope Francis’ desire that bishops
have an opportunity for “an intense spiritual reading of the
call to the episcopate, first and foremost as a path of grace
and sanctification, for the pastor and, through him, for his
people,” said a statement from the Dicastery for Bishops.
“No one can carry out a pastoral ministry in the church
without a profound experience of being saved and of knowing how, beginning with him, such mercy is truly offered,
constantly and without discrimination, to every man and
woman,” it said.

(above) Bishop Iffert celebrates
Mass for the Sisters of
Notre Dame, Sept. 9, at their
Generalate and Motherhouse
in Rome, Italy. Con-celebrating
is Bishop Michael McGovern of
the Diocese of Belleville, also in
Rome attending the sessions for
new bishops.
(right) Following Mass, the
Bishops and Sisters enjoyed
dinner on the rooftop together.

Celebration Reminder
2022 Wedding Anniversary
Couples Vespers

Cemetery Visitations
Oct. 9
Holy Guardian Angels Cemetery,
Sandfordtown, 2 p.m.
Oct. 16
St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell,
2 p.m.
St. Mary Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell,
2:45 p.m.
St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas,
3:45 p.m.

Can the Catholic Church ask parishioners to vote
‘Yes for Life,’ Nov. 8?
Yes, the Diocese of Covington, parishes, and Catholic
agencies can and should encourage members and the
public to vote “Yes” on Amendment #2. Church and school
facilities may not be used to promote a particular political
candidate. The “Yes for Life” amendment is a
constitutional issue not a political candidate.

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization
is thankful for the 148 reservations
received from couples celebrating their
significant Wedding Anniversary in 2022.
To honor your wedding anniversary
Bishop John C. Iffert
will celebrate Vespers on Oct. 2, 3 p.m.
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Vote Yes for Life on #2
Addia Wuchner, executive
director, Kentucky Right to
Life, recently spoke at St.
Joseph Parish, Crescent
Springs, about the
upcoming Yes for Life
Amendment that will be on
the ballot Nov 8. The
Respect Life Committee at
St. Joseph Parish hosted
Mrs. Wuchner to learn
more about the amendment and ways to support
it. The amendment, also
supported by the Catholic
Conference of Kentucky,
will ask voters if they support an amendment stating
that nothing in Kentucky’s
Constitution can be interpreted to include a right to
abortion or funding for
abortion.

Bishop’s
Schedule

Sept. 27
Priest formation day,
St. Joseph Heights, Park Hills,
10 a.m.
Sept. 29
Mass, St. Cecilia School,
Independence, 8:30 a.m.
Presbyteral Council meeting,
1:30 p.m.
ACUE donor recognition
reception, Drees Pavilion,
Covington, 6 p.m.
Sept. 30
Diocesan Curia offices closed
Celebration of first
anniversary of Bishop Iffert’s
consecration and installation
and CLI kickoff, 5:30 p.m.,
St. Mary’s Park, Covington

Oct. 1
St. Vincent de Paul Feast Day
Mass followed by brunch,
St. Therese Church, Southgate,
10 a.m.
“Walk for Life,” Frankfort, Ky.,
2 p.m.
Oct. 2
Wedding Anniversary vespers,
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, 3 p.m.
Oct. 3
Rector dinner, Pontifical
College of the Josephinum,
Columbus, Ohio, 6 p.m.
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On being jealous of God’s generosity
“The cock will crow at the breaking of your own ego
— there are lots of ways to wake up!”
John Shea gave me those words and I understood them
a little better recently as I stood in line at an airport: I
had checked in for a flight, approached security, saw a
huge lineup and accepted the fact that it would take at
least 40 minutes to get
through it.
IN EXILE
I was all right with the
long wait and moved
patiently in the line until,
just as my turn came,
another security crew
arrived, opened a second
scanning machine, and a
whole lineup of people,
behind me, who had not
waited the 40 minutes, got
their turns almost immediately.
I still got my turn as I
Father Ron Rolheiser
would have before, but
something inside of me felt
slighted and angry: “This wasn’t fair! I’d been waiting for
40 minutes, and they got their turns at the same time as I
did!” I had been content waiting, until those who arrived
later didn’t have to wait at all. I hadn’t been treated
unfairly, but some others had been luckier than I’d been.
That experience taught me something, beyond the fact
that my heart isn’t always huge and generous. It helped
me understand something about Jesus’ parable concerning the workers who came at the 11th-hour and received
the same wages as those who’d worked all day and what
is meant by the challenge that is given to those who

grumbled about the unfairness of this: “Are you envious
because I’m generous?”
Are we jealous because God is generous? Does it bother us when others are given unmerited gifts and forgiveness?
You bet! Ultimately, that sense of injustice, of envy
that someone else caught a break is a huge stumbling
block to our happiness. Why? Because something in us
reacts negatively when it seems that life is not making
others pay the same dues as we are paying.
In the Gospels we see an incident where Jesus goes to
the synagogue on a Sabbath, stands up to read, and
quotes a text from Isaiah — except he doesn’t quote it
fully but omits a part. The text (Is 61,1-2) would have been
well known to his listeners and it describes Isaiah’s
vision of what will be the sign that God has finally broken into the world and irrevocably changed things. And
what will that be?
For Isaiah, the sign that God is now ruling the earth
will be good news for the poor, consolation or the brokenhearted, freedom for the enslaved, grace abundant for
everyone, and vengeance on the wicked. Notice though,
when Jesus quotes this, he leaves out the part about
vengeance. Unlike Isaiah, he doesn’t say that part of our
joy will be seeing the wicked punished.
In heaven we will be given what we are owed and more
(unmerited gift, forgiveness we don’t deserve, joy beyond
imagining) but, it seems, we will not be given that catharsis we so much want here on earth — the joy of seeing
the wicked punished.
The joys of heaven will not include seeing Hitler suffer. Indeed, the natural itch we have for strict justice (“An
eye for an eye”) is exactly that, a natural itch, something
the Gospels invite us beyond. The desire for strict justice

blocks our capacity for forgiveness and thereby prevents
us from entering heaven where God, like the Father of
the Prodigal Son, embraces and forgives without demanding a pound of flesh for a pound of sin.
We know we need God’s mercy, but if grace is true for
us, it must be true for everyone; if forgiveness is given us,
it must be given everybody; and if God does not avenge
our misdeeds, God must not avenge the misdeeds of others either. Such is the logic of grace, and such is the love
of the God to whom we must attune ourselves.
Happiness is not about vengeance, but about forgiveness; not about vindication, but about unmerited
embrace; and not about capital punishment, but about living beyond even murder.
It is not surprising that, in some of the great saints,
we see a theology bordering on universalism, namely, the
belief that in the end God will save everyone, even the
Hitlers. They believed this not because they didn’t believe
in hell or the possibility of forever excluding ourselves
from God, but because they believed that God’s love is so
universal, so powerful and so inviting that, ultimately,
even those in hell will see the error of their ways, swallow their pride, and give themselves over to love. The
final triumph of God, they felt, will be when the devil
himself converts and hell is empty.
Maybe that will never happen. God leaves us free.
Nevertheless, when I, or anyone else, is upset at an airport, at a parole board hearing, or anywhere else where
someone gets something we don’t think he or she
deserves, we have to accept that we’re still a long way
from understanding and accepting the kingdom of God.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author.

India’s first Dalit cardinal has his mission cut out
India has just elected a tribal woman as the republic’s
president. Now it has its first cardinal from a group that
was, till 1947, considered “untouchable” — whose very
shadow would pollute upper caste men and women, in
any religion, including
Christianity.
GUEST
The practice of
untouchability is now a
John Dayal
crime under the law, but
its parent, caste, is still practiced by politicians, bureaucrats, teachers and judges.
The untouchables were called Harijans, people of god,
till they told Mahatma Gandhi the name was patronizing.
The Constitution of India gave them the sanitized and
inhumanly cold title of Scheduled Castes, because their
names figured in one of the many schedules of the 1950
statutes that listed peoples or groups deserving of affirmative action because of the civilizational persecution
during 3,000 years of Sanatan, or eternal supremacist
laws.
They prefer to call themselves Dalit, the broken people, now seeking their place in the sun as citizens, but
still resented in real life. Their women are raped, their
youth killed if they ride a motorcycle, curl up their mustache, or dare woo their bride riding on a horse.
It does not matter if they are Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist or
Muslim.
Technically, under current Indian law, one cannot be a
Dalit (Scheduled Caste) and a Christian at the same time.
One must choose to be affiliated with a religious minority,
Christian, or stay a “low caste” if one seeks anything
from the state or the law.
The matter is before the Supreme Court, and it does
not seem a judgment will come soon.
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This little bit of cultural anthropology and constitutional law needs to be read before one decides how deliriously happy one should be when Telugu-speaking
Archbishop Anthony Poola of Hyderabad has received
the red hat from Pope Francis in the consistory at the
Vatican, becoming “the first Dalit cardinal in history.”
Long before President Droupadi Murmu and Cardinal
Poola, there was India’s first Indigenous or tribal cardinal, Telesphore Toppo, currently very ill in his
Archdiocese of Ranchi.
He remains a father figure to the entire Indigenous
community, some 8 percent of the Indian population irrespective of the faith they practice: their native worship of
nature, the more organized Sarna religion, the Sanatan
Hinduism in which they have been gang-pressed by a
sleight of hand in the census laws, or Christianity
brought to their lands by Jesuits, Anglicans and Baptists
over the last 200 years.
Church historians and analysts will tell you that
Cardinal Toppo was a fine man, brave as he ventured into
a burning Kandhamal district in Orissa in 2008 when his
fellow faithful were massacred in independent India’s
most massive pogrom against the Christian community.
But apart from the tokenism of his rank as the first of
his people to become a voter in a papal election, it is a
moot question if the beloved cleric could do anything
really concrete in negotiations with the state or in discussions within the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India.
The state, under the very communal leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is trying its best, using
agent provocateurs in the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, to see that tribal
Christians lose their rights over land, minerals and constitutional assistance by way of scholarships and jobs

because they now profess an alien faith. The threat is real
and present.
Within the church, the tribal church remains
cocooned, and therefore unheard. Its cries are its own,
without an echo in the rest of the Latin church spanning
India, and totally unknown in the regimes of the two
Oriental synods headquartered in Kerala.
One litmus test would be the fact that there is almost
no tribal bishop outside the tribal belt in central India.
Most of the prelates are from the Konkan and Malabar
coasts, from Kerala, Mangalore, Goa and Mumbai.
Pope Francis has broken the mold and shattered the
steel ceiling for Dalit Catholics by choosing Anthony
Poola as a cardinal, but many will say he has acted eight
years too late in his own reign.
Caste is a reality in religions in India, and the Catholic
and Protestant churches are no exception to the rule.
There are no longer walls dividing parish graveyards
as they first did in the southern states that have 500 to
2,000 years of a Christian footprint. Skirmishes, loud or
silent, still take place in parishes, even more so in seminaries and occasionally in clergy homes.
Those of us who travel and meet junior, middle and
senior clergy, in public and in private, know for a fact the
depth of casteism raving the innards of the church.
John Dayal is a journalist and human rights activist
based in New Delhi. He is secretary-general of the All India
Christian Council and a past president of the All India
Catholic Union. His column has been provided by Catholic
News Service. His remarks are his own and do not reflect
the opinion of Catholic News Service or UCA News.
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Contemporary
deficits
The readings for the twenty-sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle C — are: Amos 6:1a, 4-7; 1
Timothy 6:11-16; and Luke 16:19-31
The Irish journalist and essayist, John Waters, is fond
of talking about a “truth deficit” that is characteristic of
contemporary life. As he often bluntly concludes many of
his media appearances and his essays, “the problem is
that the people just don’t know.”
I find myself in great sympathy with his conviction
and I am reminded that people just not knowing is why it
is we evangelize. As St. Paul VI noted in his encyclical letter, “Evangelii
Nuntiandi”: “The task of
GO AND GLORIFY
evangelizing all people
constitutes the essential
mission of the Church …
Evangelizing is in fact the
grace and vocation proper
to the Church, her deepest
identity. She exists in
order to evangelize.”
It is through the work
of evangelizing — telling
people about Jesus Christ,
his way, truth and life —
that we assist the world in
Father Phillip DeVous
overcoming its truth
deficit. Where is a truth deficit, there will be a surfeit of
lies. Consequently, it is imperative that we understand
just how destructive the truth deficit is to the world, to
persons and to our common life together. And in grasping the depth of the danger, we can become ever more
urgent about our mission, as St. Paul exhorts us, to “compete well for the faith” so as to “lay hold of eternal life, to
which you were called to when you made the noble confession…”
It occurs to me that the work of evangelizing, competing well for the faith, and laying hold of eternal life, and
addressing the truth deficit in the world is very much a
function of the prophetic aspect of our baptismal consecration. Perhaps it does us some good to refresh our
minds and hearts about what it means to live out the
prophetic aspect of our baptism, an aspect we desperately need to give serious consideration to, especially as the
mendacity and depravity of the ambient culture continues to make ever greater demands on us to make compromises fatal to our fidelity to Jesus Christ.
So, what is a prophet? What does it mean to say we
share in the prophetic ministry of Jesus as a baptized
person. A prophet is a spokesperson for God, or one who
speaks on God’s behalf (see Exodus 4:30; Deuteronomy
18:18; Isaiah 42:19). In the Old and New Testaments,
prophets called people to a different way of life. It is a
way of life determined by God’s divine revelation and not
our own self-defining. The Christian difference is a selfless way of life — first, loving God, our Sovereign King,
and second, loving all his creation, the highest of which
are people.
This transcendent witness to the Gospel can lead others to God. It does not point selfishly to oneself, but to
Christ who has reconciled us to the Father. In our union
with Christ through baptism, we become prophetic witnesses to God’s loving plan of salvation.
The concrete form our transcendent witness to the
Gospel takes is that which St. Paul lays out for us, “to
keep the commandment without stain or reproach until
the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ…”
Now, lest we forget what “the commandment” is that
St. Paul is referring, it those direct and summary commands which form the core of all Jesus’ teaching (Mt 22:
36-40): “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
It is precisely in totally dedicating ourselves to “keep
the commandment without stain or reproach” that we
begin to address the other great contemporary deficit
that goes hand in hand with the truth deficit: the compassion deficit.
(Continued on page 17)

The metrics in understanding the Word of God
In the late ’90s, I was in Compton, California, teaching
high school religious education for Seniors in the parishes served by the Comboni Missionaries.
One evening as I read from Zechariah 2:8, the passage,
“Anyone who harms you harms my most precious possession.” I asked my students, “Who knows what
VIEWPOINT
God is trying to say here
through the mouth of the
Prophet Zechariah?” One
of the students said, “It is
about me.” I asked, “How
did you know about that.”
He replied, “It is obvious
that everyone of us here is
God’s precious possession
just like the Jews were.” I
asked, “Do you know what
the Catholic Church teaches on how passages of the
Isaak A. Isaak
Bible should be understood or interpreted?” He said, “No.”
I explained that like the mystery of Jesus (divine and
human) the Word includes both the human and the
divine, too. Any reflection or interpretation on the Word
of God must respect the balance between the human and
the divine. Otherwise, if you separate these two aspects of
interpretation/reflection, then you are doing a disservice
to the mystery. An example of this can be Joseph’s two
dreams. One is in Genesis 37:7; it says, “We were tying up
bundles of grain out in the field. Suddenly my bundle
stood up straight. Your bundles gathered around my bundle and bowed down to it.”
The second dream from Genesis 37:9. He says, “I had
another dream. This time the sun and moon and eleven
stars were bowing down to me.” So, Joseph and his family view these dreams only from a human viewpoint. His
family was thinking that Joseph was better than the rest;
whereas from God’s viewpoint, Joseph was to feed his
family in Egypt, and prove to be a guiding light for them.
Another example is that if you would say Jesus was
merely human you would not respect his divinity; also, if
you say the words of the Bible are only of human origin
you would not respect God’s authorship of the Bible.
Each story in the Bible alerts the reader/interpreter to
the spiritual theme of the Bible that goes beyond the limited and earthly interests of mortals.

Therefore, the passages of the Bible cannot be understood just from the human side alone without including
the divine; otherwise, if you try to separate these two
aspects of understanding, then you are doing a disservice
to the mystery. That is why we must be careful in interpreting a sentence, or even a passage isolated by itself;
otherwise, we may miss the meaning of what God and
the sacred human author is intending to communicate to
us. That is why Biblical reflections and interpretations
have been entrusted to the authority of the Church (the
Magisterium).
That is why all need to study the Word of God.
Knowing your Bible does not just happen like that. You
must work hard at it just like anything else. The beliefs of
those who have a fundamentalist, literal interpretation of
the Bible can be a challenge to Catholics who have not
studied Sacred Scripture and its interpretation. With our
faith under attack by fundamentalists, we need to know
how to answer their questions truthfully and correctly.
We need to be informed Catholics, and to be able to intellectually combat those who feel it necessary to condemn
our faith.
Biblical fundamentalism refers to a large and growing
number of Christians who tend to interpret the Bible literally. One such belief is that the Bible was verbally
inspired by God. Therefore, they tend to take the words of
Scripture in their literal sense. They also believe that if
something is not found in Scripture, then it cannot be
important to religious faith. Fundamentalism tends to
disregard the Church’s long history of discerning the
meaning of Scripture. They deny the teaching authority
of the bishops and the pope, while Catholics believe this
teaching authority is necessary for the unity of the
Church and that it was basic to Christianity from the
beginnings of the Church.
The diocesan Office of Catechesis and Evangelization
sponsors workshops on the books of the Bible, presented
by Father Timothy Schehr. The workshops provide adult
learners with a more in-depth understanding of specific
books of the Bible. This is a wonderful opportunity for
anyone to learn, know and understand more about the
Catholic Bible.
Father Timothy Schehr is a retired biblical scholar
and former professor at Mount St. Mary’s School of
Theology at the Athenaeum of Ohio. He has a B.A., M.
Div. and M.A. from the Athenaeum of Ohio. He also has a
(Continued on page 17)

Sand and stone (John 8:1-11)
Forgiveness is difficult — forgiveness of others and of
myself. When I have been deeply hurt, I attempt to forgive
but some kind of residue sticks in my mind and heart.
Hard feelings crop up over and over in the presence of
those who have hurt me.
Forgiving myself is equalMUSINGS
ly difficult. No matter how
distant the hurtful things
I have done, they continue
to plague me with feelings
of unworthiness.
There is the matter of
accepting God’s forgiveness. We may suspect that
God remembers our failures and sins despite the
forgiveness promised by
our good and gracious
God. When some misfortune later befalls us, we
Sister Fidelis Tracy,
are prone to suspect it is a
C.D.P.
delayed punishment for a
past offense. It is difficult to accept that God does not
share our human trait of hard heartedness.
I muse on the story that John tells us about a woman.
The text states that she was caught in the very act of
committing adultery. Do any consider the impossibility of
being caught in this act alone? Where is the other caught
in this act with her? Does anyone observe if her clothes
are torn, her face bruised. Hard, stony hearts had no consideration of innocence. Another walked away as they

dragged her out. Accusing words of those with stony
hearts demand to see torn flesh.
I have wondered about their thoughts as they accused
her. Was their religious upbringing so focused on the
rules, especially the ones around sexuality, that they were
horrified by this act? Did the religious practice they
learned in their youth emphasize diligent keeping of
rules more than compassion and quality of relationships? Was adultery condemned while greed and hatred
of neighbor were ignored? Did they sincerely believe that
some spectacle was necessary to prevent future transgressions. Did they set themselves up as judges of others as
they sought purity within their religious world? The religious atmosphere of my own upbringing focused on
rules, especially rules around sexuality, and keeping
these rules as the evidence of fidelity.
Perhaps the motivation was not religious purity. Were
they thirsty to see blood, the red marks of the stones on
her skin because they desired her and felt envy for the
one walking away? Did they desire violence because of
their own feelings of guilt? Or were they moved to
demand that someone, anyone, suffer because of some
unhealed hurt in their own hearts? What was the source
of the hatred dwelling in their stony hearts?
One stood in their midst whose words in sand moved
them to forgive or at least forget. I have wondered, too,
what he wrote. Did he name their sins so that they feared
that others saw and were ready to judge them? Did what
he wrote expose their lust for her? Did he write about
how they were loved and thus lessen their need for vio(Continued on page 18)
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The Legacy of Women Religious
in the Diocese of Covington
Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent

“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”
— Pope Francis

For their family members in
Afghanistan, life is lived in fear, for they
are being targeted by the Taliban.
Communication with family members
is difficult since they must live in
remote areas, often without WIFI, and
many move weekly to avoid detection.
While KRM is doing their best to offer
hope for a happy reunion, Ms.
Sievering said, it will take a long time
— years — and in many cases, will
never happen. “We’re really realistic
and upfront with them,” she said.

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org
Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org
Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com
Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org
Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndky.org
Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
www.ssjw.org

Public and Private
Associations
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org
Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info

The Congregation of Divine Providence has its roots in
Loraine, France, and the proximity of France to Germany results in
Part Two
many residents fluent in French and German. Bishop Maes invited
In 1874, the Sisters of Notre Dame of Coesfeld, Germany, sufthe bilingual teachers to the Diocese of Covington in 1889 to
fered the religious persecution of the Kulturkampf. German
Newport to fill the needs of the increasing numbers of Catholic
Chancellor Otto Von Bismarck forbade the Sisters to wear their
schools in Northern Kentucky. The region was growing quickly,
habits or to work in hospitals. He seized their schools and orphan- and Bishop Maes needed more schools — and more Sisters to
ages, forcing approximately 250 women religious to flee to the
teach in those schools.
safety of America. When eight Sisters of Notre Dame arrived in
The Sisters founded academies to serve the needs of the
Covington in 1874, Sister Modesta Toebbe — the sister of Bishop
German-speaking families of Northern Kentucky. Those schools’
August Toebbe, second Bishop
tuitions helped fund the
of Covington — was among
Sisters’ ministries in dozens of
them. David Schroeder, execu“poor” or parish schools
tive director of the Kenton
around the Diocese. They built
County Library and former
Mt. St. Martin Academy, Mt. St.
archivist of the Diocese of
Martin Convent, St. Ann
Covington and Thomas More
Convent, Notre Dame of
College, explains:“The Sisters
Providence Academy, St.
were from northwest Germany,
Joseph School in Newport,
as were many of Covington’s
and St. Boniface in Ludlow.
immigrant families. Their shared
The German heritage was
German language made the
strong at St. Boniface; parents
Sisters of Notre Dame a good fit
wanted their children to learn
for the Diocese.”
to speak German from
The Sisters began their
Germans. Bishop Maes
American ministry in Covington
explained his slight subin German-speaking parishes
terfuge to the bilingual
and schools. Despite hardships,
French Sisters from Alsace
Lorraine, saying:“Pardon me
the sisters were intent on learn- In this archived photograph from 1986, Notre Dame sisters Sister
Mary Joell Overman (far right), and the recently elected superior
ing the English language for
for having to pass you off as
general Sister Mary Rapaelita Bockman (center), present Pope
themselves and German immi- John Paul II with a card commemorating his 40th jubilee.
German to the parish.”
grant families. The Sisters’ first
“Bishop Maes was very
convent was located near Mother of God Church. They assumed
interested in expanding the Church to Appalachia and asked the
Sisters to start schools in the area where the Diocese had done
the operation of Mother of God School, established in 1841 on
Fifth Street, and founded Notre Dame Academy across the street
very little. The Congregation put themselves in the hands of
in 1876.
Providence and agreed to the Bishop’s request,” said Mr.
Schroeder.“The Sisters pioneered the Appalachian region and
Mr. Schroeder said,“Many diocesan schools preexisted the
arrival of the women religious, but the Sisters’ presence profesfounded schools in cities such as Corbin, Winchester, Lynch,
sionalized the schools. Initially, the parish schools were small and
Paintsville, and Pikeville. That was a brave undertaking. The Sisters
staffed by lay teachers who may have had little training. The
arrived in complete habits to small towns where some residents
Sisters taught in urban and rural parish schools across the Diocese believed the Sisters were hiding tails and horns beneath those
habits! In many instances, the sisters were not only teachers; they
in an era of tremendous growth in the region. For example, St.
Aloysius Grade School was founded in Covington in 1865 by the
served as organists at Mass and aided the poor of the parishes
Franciscan Sisters. It eventually grew to an enrollment of 900 stuwho had no other recourse for assistance.”
The Sisters in the Diocese of Covington valued education for
dents in two separate buildings — one for boys and one for girls.”
The Sister’s ministry extended to schools in urban, suburban
the children of the Diocese — and themselves. They acquired
and rural communities. They are a part of the history of Thomas
Master’s degrees and PhDs, a rarity among women of the day.
More University. They built St. Joseph Heights, their Provincial
When the number of Sisters began to decline, they concentrated
Home, in Park Hills in 1927 and a new Notre Dame Academy on
their efforts where they could make the most impact. When the
number of students in suburban communities began to grow, the
its current grounds in 1963. Today, Notre Dame Academy boasts
over 10,000 alumnae. The Sisters administered the Diocesan
orders were asked to give up a few sisters teaching in urban
Catholic Children’s Home, created by the merger of St. Joseph’s
schools to staff those in suburbia.
The Benedictine Sisters founded Villa Madonna College for
and St. John’s Orphanages. Like the Benedictines, they made life
better for children with no one to help them navigate life’s diffiyoung women (now Thomas More University) in 1921. It was the
culties.
first to offer a four-year degree program in Northern Kentucky,
Mr. Schroder said,“The Sisters of Notre Dame’s special gift to
and many of the early students were women religious, already
the Diocese was expanding the Church into Appalachia via
teaching in parochial schools. Initially operated by the
Benedictines, the Congregation of Divine Providence and the
schools and healthcare. In 1963, The Sisters founded St. Claire
Healthcare in Morehead, Ky., located in the foothills of the
Sisters of Notre Dame soon joined their effort; each order had its
Appalachian Mountains. The center provides the region’s people
area of concentration: The Congregation of Divine Providence
concentrated on English and Language, the Sisters of Notre Dame
with an integrated healthcare system and the largest rural hospital in northeastern Kentucky. It is also the region’s largest employ- on History and the Sciences, and the Benedictines on Math,
er. The 1,000 staff members and 100 medical providers made
Classical Languages and the Library.
national news recently as they worked tirelessly with patients in
The women religious understood the role education would
the overcapacity hospital for months during the COVID-19 panplay in the lives of the people of the Diocese. Working together,
they opened the door to the future for all of us.
demic.”
For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,
contact Sister Fran Moore at (859) 392-1500.
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Newport Central Catholic awarded grant to build
campus greenhouse; ISO two-liter bottles
Maura Baker
Staff Writer

The Campbell County Extension Service has awarded
the environmental science class at Newport Central
Catholic High School, Newport, a grant to be used to construct a greenhouse on campus for environmental science
students.
Since COVID, many of the “hands-on” activities of the
environmental science classes had to be put on pause, said
Beth Sketch, science department chair at Newport Central
Catholic.
“One of my personal goals as a science department
chair was to make sure we do as much as we can to get the
students back into that hands-on feeling,” Ms. Sketch continued.
The grant proposal was a collaboration between the
junior and senior students in this year’s environmental
science class and Ms. Sketch herself, and the class hopes to
complete the project before Christmas break this
December.
The project will be completed by the students in the
environmental science class, assisted by students in the St.
Joseph Institute’s vocations class, who will build the
greenhouse frame.
“This project is based off of a design we got from the
internet,” said Ms. Sketch, “The idea is that it’s upcycled.
The fact that we’re taking junk and turning it into something usable was attractive to an environmental science
class.” The class intends on re-purposing plastic two-liter
bottles for the walls and insulation of the greenhouse.
“Part of the idea of the grant is environmental stewardship,” Ms. Sketch continued. “The goal is to have both vegetables and flowers, but we want to learn a lot about pollinators, what it means to be heirloom and something being
native versus invasive.”

To help with the project, the environmental science
class is seeking donations of empty two-liter bottles to
complete the greenhouse walls, the specific plans calling
for 1,500 bottles. Donations of these bottles can be dropped
off to the main entrance of the high school.

“It’s not just a project for this year,” said Ms. Sketch,
“the hope is that whatever we’re doing continues to grow…
it’s something that can help benefit not just our school, but
our community.”

Environmental science students at Newport Central Catholic collect plastic 2-liter bottles for the construction of
their on-campus greenhouse.

The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle
Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion
Partner Venues
Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,
Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery,
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn
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U.S. synod report finds participants share
common hopes, lingering pain
Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Catholics across the country continue
to feel wounded by the clergy abuse crisis, seek a more welcoming church in which their “lived reality” is prioritized
over rules and regulations, and desire lifelong spiritual, pastoral and catechetical formation as disciples, according to a
report synthesizing the 10-month synodal process in dioceses.
Participants in the process also expressed concern that
the U.S. Catholic Church is deeply divided and that a lack of

unity exists among the bishops, spoke of a desire to “accompany with authenticity” LGBTQ+ individuals and their
families, and voiced hope that laypeople’s gifts would be
more widely utilized in a spirit of collaboration throughout
the church, the report said.
Released Sept. 19 by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the report summarizes the concerns, hopes, pains
and desires voiced by an estimated 700,000 participants who
joined thousands of listening sessions and other events during the diocesan phase in the lead-up to the Synod of
Bishops on synodality in October 2023.
There are roughly 66.8
million Catholics in the
U.S., according to the
report, meaning more than
1% of Catholics participated in the listening sessions.
“The listening is an
opening movement toward
a wise discernment locally,
regionally and nationally
about what our deepest concerns, our deepest hopes
are right now at this
moment in time,” Bishop
Daniel E. Flores of
Brownsville, Texas, who is
overseeing the U.S. involvement in the synodal
process, told Catholic News
Service.
Bishop Flores, who
chairs
the
USCCB’s
Committee on Doctrine,
said the process that has
unfolded since October —
and led to the 16-page synthesis report sent to the

Vatican — enabled people to respectfully listen to each other
and develop a new understanding of what life in the church
can be.
“It’s an important step that gives us an experience as a
local church,” Bishop Flores said. “That’s why I think it’s
always important to see that this is a seed that is planted
and has a chance to grow. I think that’s what the Holy Father
is asking for us.”
Titled “National Synthesis of the People of God in the
United States of America for the Diocesan Phase of the
2021-2023 Synod,” the report was prepared in advance of the
Synod of Bishops called by Pope Francis.
The synod’s theme is “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission.”
The report is the synthesis of 290 documents received by
the USCCB from various contributors. The report said the
documents “represent over 22,000 reports from individual
parishes and other groups” that emerged from more than
30,000 opportunities to join the synodal process.
The national synthesis report draws from the 14 intermediate syntheses submitted by teams from each of the geographic regions of the U.S. church. All 178 Latin dioceses
and archdioceses submitted syntheses that were incorporated into the regional reports.
The 18 Eastern Catholic eparchies and archeparchies,
which make up a separate region under the USCCB, submitted their reports directly to the Vatican.
For the process, the USCCB created a 16th “region” for
the numerous Catholic national ministries, universities,
associations and organizations working throughout the
country. Those organizations submitted 112 summary
reports.
In a letter introducing the report, Bishop Flores
described the document as “an attempt to synthesize and
contextualize the common joys, hopes and wounds called
forth with the help of the Holy Spirit in the unfolding of the
synod.”
“While not a complete articulation of the many topics
and perspectives shared in the listening process, this synthesis is an attempt to express the broader themes that
seemed most prevalent in the dioceses and regions of our
country,” he wrote.
(Continued on page 14)

NortherN KeNtuCKy MoNuMeNt
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate
3701 Winston Avenue • Covington, Ky
(ritte’s Corner in Latonia)
Customized/Personalized Service
• Cemetery
•Bronze

Lettering, Vases
and Granite Markers

www. schott-monument-company.com

(859) 291-6657

evening Appointments Available

Mother of God Cemetery
announces

VISITATION DAY
and

DEDICATION AND BLESSING OF
NEW COLUMBARIUM UNITS
Sunday, September 25 at 1:30 p.m.

Services will be held in the Mausoleum Chapel.
Chairs will be available.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS
Happy birthday
Mary!
(left) As part of a
celebrating the
birthday of Mary,
the Mother of
Jesus, second
graders at
St. Patrick School,
Taylor Mill, painted
prayer boxes that
they will take home.
The boxes will hold
holy water bottles
and rosaries. The
students discussed
the reverent way
they should care for
these items.
The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon
to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels:
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.
Thomas More University art openings and exhibits.
“The Madness in My Head” by Thomas More alum and
artist William “Cody” Goodin (’84), open Sept. 15–Oct. 3.
“The Homeplace” by artist Sarah Hoskins is part of the
2022 FotoFocus Biennial, open Oct. 13–Nov. 3. Both exhibits
are located in the Eva G. Farris Art Gallery on the TMU
campus. Open to the public during normal library hours.
For information, visit thomasmore.edu/artgallery.
Notre Dame Urban Education Center (NDUEC) is seeking adult and high school volunteers to tutor children in
grades K-10 for its Homework PLUS program from 3–5 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday. Come and make a difference in
the life of a child. Call NDUEC at 261-4487, or e-mail Sister
Maria Therese at smtherese@ nduec.org. Volunteers 18 and
older must be VIRTUS compliant.
The St. Joseph Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the
4th Thursday of each month, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church,
Crescent Springs, for the recitation of the rosary and discussion. To be added to the Padre Pio Prayer Group e-mail
distribution list, e-mail a request to bsmaracko@fuse.net.
The Madonna House of NKY is looking for Thursday
evening babysitters from 6-8 pm., all four Thursdays in a
month or just one Thursday a month, whatever works for
you. Call 344-1191.
Bishop Brossart High School “Fun Night” for 7th and
8th graders, Sept. 24, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Numerous activities
such as video games, a movie, basketball, volleyball, or
board games will be available. Contact Tony Harden at
tharden@bishopbrossart.org by Sept. 8.
St. Elizabeth Healthcare “Perinatal Loss Service of
Remembrance,” Sept. 25, 2 p.m. at St. Mary Cemetery, Ft.
Mitchell. Contact Nate Manzo, 301-2095, with any questions.
Newport Central Catholic is hosting Alumnae Volleyball
Night Sept. 27 at the NCC vs. Campbell County volleyball
game. All ANDP, OLP and NCC alumni are welcomed as
guests. Game times are Freshman: 5:30 p.m., JV: 6:30 p.m. and
Varsity: 7:30 p.m. There will be an alumni reception between
the JV and Varsity matches and alumni will be recognized
during the Varsity match. For information e-mail
bmiglio22@gmail.com.
Eighth annual St. Joseph Academy Golf Outing, “Tee
off for the Kids,” Sept. 30, Pioneer Golf Course,
Independence. Shotgun start 10:30 a.m.; cost $100/golfer,
includes 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch buffet, refreshments, and dinner. Proceeds to replace outdated A/C units.
Call 485-6444 or e-mail lnix@sjawalton.com.
All are welcome for Morning of Reflection, Oct. 1, 9
a.m., at St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill, downstairs in
Fleming Hall, featuring speaker Msgr. William Cleves. If
able, gather first for 7:30 a.m. rosary and/or 8 a.m. Mass in

the church. St. Anthony Women’s
Group is hosting the event; breakfast provided.
Join Bishop John Iffert and the
Pro-Life community for the
annual diocesan Pro-Life Mass, 7 p.m., Oct. 4, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington; rosary begins at
6:30 p.m.
Diocese of Covington High School information night,
Oct. 5, 6–8 p.m., Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel on campus of
Thomas More Universitiy. Join us for an informative
evening centered around your child’s excellent local
options for a Catholic high school education. You’ll hear
from representatives from parochial high schools in the
Diocese of Covington and learn about AP college credit and
the Dual-Credit program at Thomas More University. RSVP
at tmuky.us/diocovhsinfo.
SUMMIT 22, Oct. 7-9, Covington Catholic High School, Park
Hills. This Eucharistic retreat (held Friday 6:30–10:30 p.m.;
Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.; Sunday 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.) is
designed to lead youth, ages 13 to 22, to Christ through
prayer and instruction before the Blessed Sacrament.
Register at www.covdio.org/Summit22 by Sept. 28.
Sixth annual Craft Show, Oct. 8, St. Joseph Academy,
Walton, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.; handcrafted items. Call 485-6444 or email sjanews@gmail.com.
Come celebrate First Friday Mass followed by a Healing
Service, Oct. 7, St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs,
with Bishop John Iffert. . Sponsored by the Mustard Seed
Catholic Charismatic Community of the Diocese of
Covington. For information call 341-5932.
“Walking Your Path with Christ,” a silent directed
retreat for women and men, held at St. Walburg
Monastery Guest House Oct. 7–9, with spiritual director
Sister Dorothy Schuette. The number of retreatants is limited to four persons; cost $175. Contact Sister Dorothy, 4438515 or dorothysosb@gmail.com by Oct. 3.
Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of Reflection,
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Oct. 8, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring;
Nov. 19, St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood and Dec. 17, St.
Timothy Parish, Union. No charge. No sign up.
The Northern Kentucky Regional College fair, Oct. 11 at
Thomas More University, 6–8 p.m. in the Connor
Convocation Center on the Crestview Hills campus. TMU
and Northern Kentucky University are partnering to host
this annual event, which will welcome more than 50 colleges and universities and assist high school students with
the college search process.
Thomas More University Dance Team Experience Day,
Oct. 15, 10 a.m.–1 p.m, Thomas More University, Crestview
Hills. Open to any high school student who would like to
continue as a member of a dance team in college. Learn the
Saints fight song, attend a home football game, and bring
your best questions. RSVP at tmuky.us/22danceday.

Lift high the High Cross
Holy Cross Elementary School,
Latonia, celebrated the Feast Day
of the Holy Cross, Sept. 14, with
Bible Trivia, an art project and
delicious cookies.

Bishop Brossart High School Sports Hall of Fame
ceremony will take place Oct. 15, 6 p.m., in the Seither
Center. This inductees are: Matt Hartig, Michael Bartlett,
Jarrod Schmidt, Kaite Walz Smith, Katie Wright Funk,
Jasmine Vogelpohl Tiller, (Tom Seither Service Award) –
posthumously awarded to Larry Livingston, and 1991 Boys
Basketball Team (Team of Distinction). Cost is $30. Contact
agreely@bishopbrossart.org for reservations.
The Wm. T Robinson III Institute for Religious Liberty at
Thomas More University “Religious freedom: an unalienable right” presents the Fall interfaith event:
“Comparative Perspectives on International Religious
Freedom,” Nov. 3, 7 p.m., Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel, on the
campus of TMU, Crestview Hills, featuring the current and
former ambassadors-at-large to the U.S. Office of International
Religious Freedom, Rashad Hussain and Rabbi David
Saperstein, respectively. The discussion will be moderated by
Jerome Langguth, Ph.D., interim vice president for Academic
Affairs, TMU.
St. Anne Retreat Center, Melbourne, Fall Men’s Retreat,
Nov. 11–13, “The Holy Spirit, The Lord, The Giver of Life” with
retreat leader: Father Ryan Maher, rector, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, Covington. Cost $175, which includes 2
nights lodging and all meals. Visit stanneretreatcenter.org or
call 441-2003, ext. 301. Registration deadline Oct. 28.
The 30th Annual Eight Grade Pro-Life Essay Contest is
open to all 8th graders in the Diocese of Covington.
Winners will be awarded Scholarships to Diocesan High
Schools: 1st Place $1000, 2nd Place $700 and 3rd Place $500.
Entry forms and guidelines are available on the pro-life
webpage (https://covdio.org/pro-life/) or by emailing
Peggy Piccola at ppiccola@covdio.org.
Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - noon.,
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the public, 50
percent off the first Thursday of each month. Proceeds
benefit children living at DCCH Center. Donation drop-off
preferred during regular Flea Market hours – 75
Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell.

Festivals
St. Benedict Parish,
Covington
Sept. 23-24, 5–11 p.m.
St. Agnes Oktoberfest,
Ft. Wright,
Sept. 23, 5 p.m.- midnight
Sept. 24, 5 p.m.-midnight
Sept. 25, 3 p.m. 8 p.m.

St. Anthony Parish,
Taylor Mill
Sept. 24, 6–10 p.m.
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Roots of 19th Century religious decline ran deep
Stephen Enzweiler
Cathedral Historian

Enzweiler photo

Stained-glass window in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel commemorating the First Eucharistic Congress.

Part 2 of a series
The first Eucharistic Congress of the United States, held in 1895 on the campus of
Catholic University in Washington, D.C., brought together clergy and bishops from
across the nation in a first-of-its-kind assembly to do just one thing: proclaim the real
presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist.
“Our main object,” the official report stated, was to “call the attention of the
priests of the East to the Eucharistic movement and to awaken the interest of the
laity in it.” The congress — organized under the auspices of the Priests’ Eucharistic
League of America, with the blessing of Pope Leo XIII and presided over by the
Diocese of Covington’s Bishop Camillus Maes — was a resounding success. So much
so, that at least five more national congresses would come to be held in the United
States alone before Bishop Maes’ death in 1915.
But it started with this first one, memorialized for posterity in the stained-glass
window we see today in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Covington’s Cathedral
Basilica. The scene shows the Eucharistic procession at the conclusion of the
Congress moving toward an altar erected beneath the portico arches of Catholic
University’s newly dedicated McMahon Hall. Bishop Maes, vested in a golden cope,
carries the ostensorium containing the Holy Eucharist amid a throng of bishops,
priests and faithful. Though not historically accurate in some of its details, the scene
is undoubtedly meant to evoke the joy and accomplishment of that First National
Eucharistic Congress.
But the window is more than this. It seems to have been Bishop Maes’s intention
not simply to illustrate the American Church’s accomplishment, nor even to emphasize the necessity for belief and veneration of the real presence, but also to challenge
us to look deeper into the broader story of why Eucharistic Congresses were necessary in the first place. By the 1880’s, the slow decline of religion in general had
become a concern to the Church in both Europe and in America. More worrisome
was the steep decline among both clergy and lay faithful of belief in the “real presence” itself.
It may be said that the roots of this decline in religion can be traced back to the
Enlightenment, an intellectual and philosophical movement that dominated Europe
in the 17th and 18th centuries. Its central doctrines were opposed to the rule of
monarchy and the power and influence of the Catholic Church in society. It focused
on a range of ideas including individual liberty, natural rights, human happiness, the
value of reason, scientific evidence, and ideals such as progress, constitutional government, and the separation of church and state.
Where monarchs and ruling nobility had once been viewed as an earthly representation of an eternal order modeled on the City of God, Enlightenment thought
was seen as a mutually beneficial social contract among the citizenry with the aim of
protecting their natural rights and self-interests at all costs. Religion came to be
viewed as a threat to individualism, and religious beliefs and practices were cast
aside in lieu of secular alternatives. What is clear from history, however, is that the
Catholic Church became one of the main targets of Enlightenment intellectuals who
systematically questioned every aspect of society and government.
The effects of Enlightenment thinking first manifested in 1776 with the outbreak
of the American Revolution. The colonies rejected the rule of King George III in favor
of self-government and the natural rights of man. Centuries of religious persecution
in England had fostered the independent growth of religion in the American
colonies. It was a powerful, cultural synthesis of Evangelical Protestantism, republicanism, and reason that provided a moral sanction for opposition to British rule, an
assurance to every American that revolution was justified in the sight of God.
Religion became a major contributor to winning the Revolutionary War and it helped
in shaping the new Republic. Yet, the founding fathers retained the basic
Enlightenment principles when crafting a new Constitution, declaring “We the
People” while simultaneously separating Church and state and omitting any thought
or dependence on Divine institution.
Enlightenment thinking took a decidedly more tragic turn in 1789 with the French
Revolution that followed. With nearly all of France’s 28 million citizens as Roman
Catholics, and with the Church second in power only to the monarchy itself, the new
revolutionary government’s first action was to declare the Catholic Church an enemy
of the state. It cancelled the taxing power of the Church and confiscated all its property. Clergy were hunted down and persecuted with ferocious and dogged tenacity.
Unknown thousands of priests, bishops and nuns were massacred. Churches and
sanctuaries were destroyed, convents and monasteries pillaged and sacked, the Holy
Eucharist desecrated.
In September 1792, three Church bishops and hundreds of priests were brutally
murdered by angry mobs in what became known as the September Massacres. An
entire convent of Carmelite nuns were guillotined in Compiegne for refusing to deny
their faith. The Archbishop of Paris was forced to resign his duties and march
through the streets of Paris wearing a red “Cap of Liberty” instead of his mitre.
Catholic religious holidays were outlawed and replaced with festivals to celebrate
the harvest and other non-religious symbols. One of the most notorious was the cult
known as the Fête de la Raison or “Festival of Reason.” It was first celebrated in Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris, where the high altar had been torn down and an altar to
Liberty erected with the inscription “To Philosophy.” Festive maidens in Roman
dresses and colored sashes danced around a costumed Goddess of Reason who represented Liberty.
But the turbulent effects of the French Revolution were a fate not confined only to
France. It’s widespread dechristianization spread to other countries like Italy and
Belgium. In 1796, the French army under the command of a young Napoleon
Bonaparte invaded Italy and conquered the Italian states. French troops marched on
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Rome, attempted to force a renunciation of temporal authority from Pope Pius VI and, when he refused, took the pontiff
prisoner, effectively ending all authority of the Papal
Government. Pius VI died in 1799 while still a prisoner of
the French.
Belgium, then part of the Austrian Netherlands, had
been invaded and annexed in 1795, resulting in the rapid
implementation of the same reforms which had been passed
in post-Revolution France. Like a leviathan’s hungry tenacles, death and destruction at the hands of the French
reached across Belgium, closing churches, seminaries, and
religious houses. Clergy were forbidden to wear ecclesiastical garb and were forced to publish a declaration recognizing France as the sovereign authority. The University of
Louvain — long an institution for the education of seminarians and clergy — was closed for not providing “the kind of
public instruction conformable to Republican principles.”
More than 7,500 Belgian priests were illegally condemned
and either deported or executed. One of those who narrowly
escaped with his life was Rev. Charles Nerinckx (1761-1824).
Ordained in 1785, the Flemish-born Nerinckx refused to
comply with the French reforms. With a warrant out for his
arrest, he went into hiding and evaded his would-be captors
for four years, finally fleeing in disguise to the United States.
He eventually made his way to Kentucky, where he became
one of its most renowned Catholic missionary priests.
Another was Father Benedict Joseph Flaget (1763-1850).
He was a young priest teaching theology at the University of
Nantes when it was closed by the Revolutionary Council in
1791. Fleeing with fellow priest, Rev. John Mary David and
seminarian Stephen Badin, Flaget sailed from Bordeaux to
Philadelphia in January 1792. Like Nerinckx, Flaget and
Badin would find their way to Kentucky, Father Badin
becoming a missionary in the footsteps of Nerinckx and
Flaget the first Bishop of Bardstown in 1808.
While the French Revolution nearly destroyed
Catholicism in much of Europe, the first few decades of the
19th century witnessed a decline in Enlightenment influences. The Concordat of 1801 reconciled revolutionaries and
Catholics and solidified the Roman Catholic Church as the
majority church of France, and in 1826, the Confraternity of
Penitents reestablished Eucharistic devotion to the French
people. This movement also produced a similar reconciliation in Belgium where, on March 13, 1846, Camillus Paul
Maes would be born into a devout Catholic family in the old
Flemish city of Courtrai.
But this isn’t the end of this story. The specter of the
Enlightenment would linger for years to come, until one day
the same Camillus Maes, now the Bishop of Covington and
a ranking member of the American episcopate, would find it
necessary to confront a new threat of religious decline in
America and reawaken in priests and lay faithful a new reverence and devotion for his beloved Holy Eucharist.
Next time: Pioneer priests brought the Eucharistic tradition to
Kentucky.
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(top left) Period woodcut of Bishops and clergy forced to swear an oath to the regime.
(top right) “Festival of Reason” in Notre Dame, 1792.
(left) Bishop Benedict Joseph Flaget, Bishop of Bardstown, 1808.
(above left) Father Charles Nerinckx barely escaped arrest.
(above right) Father Stephen Badin in old age, ca. 1820.
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U.S. synod report
(Continued from page 8)

The report is divided into four themes: “Enduring
Wounds,” “Enhancing Communion and Participation,”
“Ongoing Formation for Mission” and “Engaging
Discernment.” Each section summarizes common observations raised in the listening sessions.
It includes directly quoted descriptions of common concerns, hopes and desires from individual regional reports
raised in the local listening
sessions.
The report cites several
“enduring
wounds”
expressed during the sessions. In addition to the
still unfolding effects of
the sexual abuse crisis, the
COVID-19 pandemic continues to exact a toll on the
sense of community people felt before the virus
swept around the world in
2020.
“The pandemic itself
‘has led to the fraying of
our communities in some
ways, accelerating a trend
toward disengagement and intensifying the isolation and
loneliness of many, youth and elderly in particular. A large
number of faithful have not yet returned to worship,’” the
report said, quoting the Region 12 submission from
Northwestern states.
Divisiveness and polarization in the church was a concern expressed in multiple regional reports. The Region 9
report covering four Midwestern states said division over
the celebration of the Eucharist is disconcerting, particularly when it comes to the pre-Vatican II Mass.
“The limited access to the 1962 missal was lamented;
many felt that the difference over how to celebrate the liturgy ‘sometimes reach the level of animosity. People on each
side of the issue reported feeling judged by those who differ
from them,’” the national synthesis report said quoting the
Region 9 submission.
Other concerns were expressed by people who feel marginalized. The report said marginalized people fall into two
broad groups.
One made up of those who are vulnerable by their lack
of social or economic power, including those with disabilities, the mentally ill, immigrants, ethnic minorities, people
in the U.S. without documents, the unborn and their mothers, and those living in poverty, who are homeless, are incarcerated or living with an addiction.
The second group includes women, “whose voices are
frequently marginalized in the decision-making processes
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of the church,” the report said. Others in the group include
those who are marginalized “because circumstances in
their own lives are experienced as impediments to full participation in the life of the church” including members of
the LGBTQ+ community and people who are divorced and
may have remarried, and those civilly married.
“The synodal consultations around the enduring
wounds caused by the clergy sexual abuse scandal, the pandemic, polarization and marginalization have exposed a
deep hunger for healing and the
strong desire for communion, community, and a sense of belonging
and being united,” the national
synthesis report said.
Under
the
theme
of
“Enhancing Communion and
Participation,” the sacramental
life of the church and the spirit of
welcome within the church were
addressed. The report found that
the wounds expressed among participants in listening sessions
could be addressed by the church
being more welcoming to those not
in the mainstream.
Quoting the Region 13 report
from Southwestern states, the synthesis report said participants
were concerned with “obstacles to community within their
parishes, partly due to the divisive political climate and
resulting polarization within the country.”
People in the region also identified the centrality of the
Eucharist as a “source of hope for greater unity.” They said
in addition that “receiving Eucharist does bring them more
closely in solidarity with the poor,” according to the synthesis report.
Concerns about racism within the church and the lack of
welcome to diverse cultural and ethnic communities
emerged in listening sessions. The elderly, the report said,
were particularly hurt by the departure of young people
from church life.
“Young people themselves voiced a feeling of exclusion
and desired to participate more fully as members of the
parish community,” the synthesis report said.
The synthesis report also included the observation that
“nearly all synodal consultations shared a deep appreciation for the powerful impact of women religious who have
consistently led the way in carrying out the mission of the
church.”
Participants in listening sessions expressed a “desire for
stronger leadership, discernment and decision-making
roles for women — both lay and religious — in their parishes and communities.”
The synthesis report said a common hope that emerged
nationwide was the “desire for lifelong spiritual, pastoral

and catechetical formation as disciples.” Discussions in the
sessions “made clear the importance of evangelization as
we continue to live out the church’s mission, which requires
stronger formation.”
Steps would include accompaniment with families in
their formation as people long for a closer encounter with
Jesus.
Suggestions also emerged on the need to “journey
together” in the formation of clergy. The Region 5 intermediate report from Southern states suggested such formation
was needed to better understand human and pastoral needs,
cultural sensitivity, stronger emphasis on social justice,
how to include laypeople in decision- making and “learning
to speak with empathy, creativity and compassion.”
Laypeople, the synthesis report said, also expressed hope
that a genuine appreciation for their gifts and talents would
grow into a “relationship of collaboration” with pastors.
The final theme, “Engaging Discernment,” concluded
that the diocesan phase of the synodal process was the first
step in a church rooted in synodality, or walking together.
The synthesis report said the process enabled thousands
of people to reengage “in the simple practice of gathering,
praying together and listening to one another.”
It invited people to commit to “ongoing attentive listening, respectful encounter and prayerful discernment.”
Going forward, the report called for continued engagement with communities that did not participate broadly in
the listening sessions particularly Indigenous people, ethnic communities and immigrants.
“Engaging and discerning with our sisters and brothers
who experience the woundedness of marginalization, as
well as those whose voice were underrepresented within
the synodal process, will be essential for the unfolding of
the synodal journey in our dioceses and in our country,” the
report said.
The next phase in preparation for the Synod of Bishops
is being called the continental phase. It will find teams gathering by continent to synthesize the reports submitted to
the Vatican thus far. Synod officials will prepare the “instrumentum laboris,” or working document, to guide continental or regional ecclesial assemblies that will take place by
March.
The North American report will be submitted by the U.S.
and Canada. Bishop Flores said some preliminary outreach
has already occurred among the teams from the two
nations. Other continental reports will involve significantly
larger gatherings of teams from individual ecclesial assemblies.
Those assemblies will produce another set of documents
that will help in the drafting of a second working document
for the Synod of Bishops in October 2023.
The synod is expected to produce a final document on
how synodality can be practiced throughout the church.
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Kidnapped nun ‘filled with gratitude’ following her safe release in Africa
Peter Finney Jr.
Catholic News Service

NEW ORLEANS — During nearly five months of captivity in Burkina Faso, Marianite Sister Suellen Tennyson
wondered aloud where God was hiding in the midst of her
isolation and loneliness.
Then, in an instant, she looked down at her feet, where
one of her toenails had been battered and bloodied during
a harrowing post-kidnapping motorcycle ride deep into the
forests of West Africa, after which she was turned over to
a rival Muslim group.
Her new captor saw her gouged toe and, inexplicably,
began washing her feet.
“I’m sitting there, and this Muslim man is washing my
feet. And I said, ‘God, is something going on here?’ It was
like God was using him in some kind of way. I was just
taken aback,” Sister Suellen said in a Sept. 13 interview
with the Clarion Herald, newspaper of the Archdiocese of
New Orleans.
Sister Suellen, 83, was abducted by a group of armed
men the night of April 4-5 from the medical mission residence in Yalgo she had shared since 2013 with two other
Marianite sisters and lay employees.
Through Sister Suellen’s ordeal, the Marianites of Holy
Cross, of which she is the former international leader,
heard nothing about her whereabouts. She was freed
peacefully in late August in neighboring Niger into the
custody of the FBI and U.S. Embassy and Air Force personnel.
No ransom was paid, Sister Suellen said, another one of
the inscrutable mysteries of her harrowing experience.
Speaking from a safe haven in New Orleans where she
returned quietly Aug. 31, Sister Suellen expressed gratitude that her life was spared and for the invisible actions

CNS photo/Peter Finney Jr., Clarion Herald

Marianite Sister Suellen Tennyson, who is now safe in the United States after being held captive in Burkina Faso for nearly five months,
is pictured Sept. 13, 2022, during an interview with the Clarion Herald, New Orleans’ archdiocesan newspaper. During her loneliest
moments in captivity, Sister Suellen said, she prayed for “peaceful patience.”
of the uncounted people who prayed and worked for her
release.
“That’s what I want to say, ‘Thank you to all these people,’” Sister Suellen said. “I am truly humbled by all of
this. And the only way I can say thank you is ‘thank you.’”
The Muslim kidnappers who first grabbed Sister

Suellen from her bed blindfolded and gagged her to keep
her from yelling out to the other house residents. Her
shoes, glasses and medication were left behind.
“I thought maybe they were going to leave me sitting on
the porch, but all of a sudden they wrapped me up and took
(Continued on page 18)

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
• New installations • Repair all makes and models
• Clean & Service • Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner • Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161

www.arcelechvac.com

Missed an edition
of the Messenger?
Current and back issues of
the Messenger
are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S
GUIDE.
(859) 392-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. • Covington KY • 581-0400
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CAMPUS MINISTER

Larry’s Tree Service
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563
Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available

PRINCE OF PEACE
PART-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGER
This position is 4 hours daily, Monday through Friday.
This position requires general knowledge of
preparation, cooking and serving food for students.
Includes ordering, receiving, managing inventory,
cleaning, and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply
with health and food safety standards. Prepare daily
production records and necessary records and files.
Contact Diocesan School food Service Director,
Laura Hatfield at lhatfield@covdio.org
or call 859-392-1536.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in
working with young adults to serve in the capacity
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky
University. The work week will be full time,
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evangelizing presence along with spiritual support and
opportunities for a full living and development of
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, especially the support of spiritual life and formation
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to participating students; proactively engaging prospective participants, especially freshman; presenting an
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating
timely and effective communications with students
and parents, including regularly updating the website, Facebook page, and database; regularly interfacing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of
the Newman House. Requirements include a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in
young adult ministry and management.
Interested individuals may send a cover
letter and resume, including compensation
history and references with contact e-mail
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to
(859) 392-1589.

BENEFITS COORDINATOR
The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to
apply for the position of Benefits Coordinator, a
position that is opening due to a retirement. The
Benefits Coordinator inputs, manipulates, and
monitors information relative to health insurance
and other coverages for priests and for lay
employees of the parishes and schools of the
diocese. Responsibilities include maintaining
several payroll and benefits systems, monthly
and quarterly billing, periodic small-scale mailings,
bookkeeping, and ongoing member relations.
The candidate we seek for this position will be a
practicing Catholic in good standing with the
Church, who has a natural attention to detail, a
familiarity with basic accounting, and skills with
interpersonal communications. Please send a letter
of interest, resume with compensation history,
and references with contact email addresses by
email or by fax to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR,
skoplyay@covdio.org, 859-392-1589.

Call Chuck at the Messenger

Moore’s Painting

for information

The Company you feel safe with

on placing your ad

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

in the Classified Advertisements.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

(859) 392-1500

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA
CONTENT DEVELOPER
The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role,
you will use your communication and web design skills
to increase reader engagement, primarily through
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties
and responsibilities include creating content for
various print and social media formats; proofreading
content before publication; attending, taking
photographs and reporting on events; and recording
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle
stress is an absolute requirement.
Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE

CUSTODIAN MAINTENANCE MAN
St. Joseph School located in Cold Spring,
Kentucky, is seeking a custodian / maintenance
man. The position can be full or part time but
requires a minimum of twenty hours per week, 11
am to 3 pm, Monday through Friday.
Responsibilities include school janitorial duties as
well as basic repair and general maintenance of
the school facilities, buildings and equipment
under the supervision of the Maintenance
Manager. Interested candidates may submit a
letter of interest and resume to the parish
office at: jruwe@stjoeparish.net.

CARPENTER NEEDED
Make an impact that transforms lives by helping
low-income families & indiv realize their dream
of owning a home. Housing Opportunities of
Northern Kentucky (HONK) has FT paid
Carpenter opening. HONK is faith-based
non-profit org w/ 30 years’ experience building
& rehabbing homes to create affordable
homeownership opportunities. FT during week
w/ some Saturdays. $18-$20/hr DOE. Health
Care, Paid Holidays, Personal Time Off, and Good
Working Environment. Eligible for Retirement
Plan after 1 year
Details at www.honkhomes.org/Carpenter
Send resume or detailed experience w/availability,
pay requirements & contact info to: David
Hastings c/o HONK, 502 Fry St., Covington 41011
or e-mail to dhastings@honkhomes.org
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE,
ST. STEPHEN PARISH, ARCHDIOCESE
OF CINCINNATI, OH
The role of PASTORAL ASSOCIATE is a full time position reporting to the Pastor. The primary function of
this position is to enable ongoing parish life including
liturgy, pastoral care and administration, enabling
people to draw closer to God by facilitating the
growth of St. Stephen parish that is ministerially
complete and to assist the pastor in his function of
liaison between the parish and the diocesan church.
In addition to being an essential function in the daily
life of the parish, this position also serves as a
developmental role that could lead to the promotional
opportunity over time of Pastoral Associate for the
Family of Parishes of St. Stephen, Holy FamilyImmaculata, St. Rose and Christ the King.
The Pastoral Associate enables, encourages, develops
lay leadership on all levels; works with parish council
to develop goals and objectives that enflesh the
vision and meet particular needs of the community;
oversees sacramental, liturgical life of parish; organizes
community outreach programs; and engages
parishioners in Stewardship initiatives.
Applicants should have 5 – 10 years job experience in
the relative pastoral setting; a theological background
in Ecclesiology, Christology, Sacramental and Liturgical
Theology, Scripture, and Ethics and Morality; skills in
pastoral counseling/pastoral care; have supervision
experience in ministry; good interpersonal skills, and
multi-cultural sensitivity.
For more details contact the St. Stephen Search
Committee at: ststephensearchcommittee@gmail.com

ADVANCEMENT DIRECTOR
Villa Madonna Academy is seeking a dynamic
Advancement Director to join Villa Madonna
Academy, an NKY Magazine 2022 Best Workplaces, to
lead Villa's comprehensive development efforts.
Responsibilities: The Advancement Director manages
a talented fundraising, alumni relations, and communications/marketing team. A successful candidates will
have demonstrated success in developing and implementing a multi-faceted fundraising strategy and
achieving funding goals as well as the ability to cultivate and sustain relationships with donors, sponsors,
foundations, corporations, and the Villa community.
Required Skills:
Strong organizational and networking skills
An ability to work on multiple projects
simultaneously
· An eye for detail
Excellent written and verbal communication skills
Preferred Skills:
A bachelor’s degree with minimum of five years’
experience
Proficiency with Excel
· Experience with Raiser's Edge
Experience with Greater Giving
Our culture: Villa Madonna Academy is a leader in K12 education in Northern Kentucky. The Benedictine
values of hospitality, respect, service, stewardship, and
scholarship drive all that we do.
Please email cover letter, resume, and professional
references to Executive Director Pamela McQueen at
pmcqueen@villamadonna.net.
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR,
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
The Diocese of Covington invites individuals to apply for
the position of Assistant Director, School Lunch Program.
The Assistant Director will work with the Director to successfully operate the School Lunch Program. This will
include training new employees, onsite reviews of cafeterias, assisting with menu planning, direct certification for
families, and processing D.O.D. and vendor food orders.
The candidate we seek for this position will have previous
food service experience, be fully certified by the local
health department to work in food service, good attention to details, and have excellent interpersonal communications skills. Please send a letter of interest, resume with
compensation history, and references (including contact
email addresses) by email or by fax to Ms. Laura Hatfield,
Director School Lunch Program, LHatfield@CovDio.org,
859-392-1551.

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL
Supervising adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities in a Day Training setting. Program Supervision
– direct supervision with training to improve and
maintain clients independent daily living skills. Assist to
organize and plan daily activities throughout the day.
Work Supervision- performance and quality improvement of clients and work in an assembly oriented light
manufacturing work environment. Community Access –
organizing and supervising community activities to
increase opportunities for community inclusion. Case
Supervision – formulate, implement, and maintain clients
program plans. Keep related documentation and
communication within regulation and accreditation
parameters. Bachelor’s degree in human services related
field/or experience in areas directly related to the
position preferred, Strong computer aptitude, At least
2-3 years of experience working with individuals with
intellectual and / or developmental disabilities preferred.
Health Insurance, Dental & Vision, 401-K, Basic Term life,
Short- & Long-Term Disability, and Paid Time Off. To
apply or for more information contact Director of HR at
michele.peck@bawac.org
BAWAC is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Contemporary deficits
(Continued from page 5)

In the Gospel figure of the rich man, we see not only a
man that “just does not know” (the truth deficit), but a
man who does not see the poor man, Lazarus, at his gate
(the compassion deficit). He has filled his life with the lie
of his material prosperity and has — in ways he does not
even comprehend — dehumanized himself and others.
As the toxic mix of materialism and atheism, coupled
to its neo-pagan moral vision, continues its long march as
the ruling ideology in our society, not only will the truth
deficit become ever more alarming, but the compassion
deficit will also manifest itself more forcefully in various
forms of hatred of the sick, the suffering, the mentally ill,
the aged, the poor, and the preborn.
The Lord will not send Lazarus, but he has sent us to
tell people “who just don’t know.” Will we do it?
Father Phillip W. DeVous is the pastor of St. Charles
Borromeo Parish, Flemingsburg, and St. Rose of Lima
Parish, May’s Lick, Ky.

Understanding the Word of God
(Continued from page 5)

Ph.D. from Hebrew Union College. Upcoming workshops
are:
The Book of Proverbs – Nov. 19, 9–11:30 a.m.: The book
of Proverbs offers advice about how to live as a servant of
God. What qualities identify someone as God’s servant?
The Book of Wisdom – March 18 and April 22, 9–11:30
a.m.: This book encourages readers to seek wisdom. But
where do we begin such a search? Discover that God is
always there to offer us plenty of help. The Book of
Wisdom is a two-part workshop beginning in 2023.
All workshops are on Saturday, at Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium (Curia building) 1125 Madison
Ave., Covington. The cost is $35 per workshop. Register at
CovDio.org/register. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Information is available on the diocesan website at covdio.org/oce/catholic-bible-study.
Isaak A. Isaak is co-director of the Office of Catechesis
and Evangelization.

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the
Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.
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Kidnapped nun
(Continued from page 15)

me,” Sister Suellen said.
“Whoa, this was not what I thought was going to happen. But from the beginning, I was asking God to please
use this for good. I don’t understand why it’s happening; I
don’t understand why they took me. And a lot of good has
happened — all these people praying.”
She was placed on the back of a motorcycle and told to
hang on. Her captors rode through the night and for most
of the early morning until she was handed over to a second
group, which treated her reasonably well and did not physically harm her.
At one point, she was given a few pieces of paper and a
red pen, which she used to mark her days in captivity on a
handmade calendar. Throughout her ordeal, she had no
idea where she was.
Before the rainy season came in June, she slept outside
under a hand-crafted, tentlike structure with branches and
leaves for the roof and a cloth that could be moved to keep
the sun out of her eyes. Without books to read, she recited
prayers she has known since childhood and Bible verses.

Deacon candidate Tom Murrin
(Continued from page 1)

House at the time. While working with these organizations
in his youth, Mr. Murrin earned his master’s degree in
social work, and met his wife, Mary.
“It would have been 2012,” recalled Mr. Murrin, “I got a
phone call from my brother who is now a deacon in the
Diocese of Columbus. Kevin is two years younger than me,
and Kevin told me he thought he was being called to be a
deacon. I said to Kevin at the time, you know, I have had
those thoughts as well,” he said.
Mr. Murrin’s brother, Kevin Murrin, was ordained by
the Diocese of Columbus in 2016, and Tom Murrin began
pursuing his vocation three years later in 2019, after he and
Mary had become “empty-nesters.”
Originally, Mr. Murrin was to be ordained in April this
year. However, an injury delayed the ordination. “On
Superbowl Sunday last year, I was carrying my daughter’s
bags out to her car. And the Superbowl was right when we
had an ice storm,” said Mr. Murrin. “I slipped on the ice
and hit the back of my head. I suffered a subdural
hematoma, which is bleeding on the brain. I spent 19 days
in the hospital. I had 9 brain surgeries… and that was what
prevented me from being ordained with my fellow class.”
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“Prayer sustained me,” she said. “I went through my
Mass every day. I did each part of the Mass and received
spiritual Communion. ... That was the thing that kept me
going because I had nothing.”
Yalgo is in northern Burkina Faso near Mali. Reliefweb
reported in April that in the past two years, Burkina Faso’s
northern and eastern regions had seen a “sharp deterioration in the security situation ... due to the presence of nonstate armed groups.”
Sister Suellen said she contracted malaria and lost 20
pounds during her captivity. Her diet consisted of
“spaghetti, rice, sardines; spaghetti, rice, sardines, but no
Italian sauce or good Creole sauce. No red beans and rice.”
“I have no desire for sardines anymore,” she said.
During her loneliest moments, Sister Suellen prayed for
“peaceful patience,” because she saw no end in sight.
“I had many conversations with God,” she said. “I
would say, ‘OK, God, what’s your word to me today at this
moment?’ Sometimes it was a Scripture passage or a story
from Scripture. But, after a while, it was just messages to
me. And the one that stayed with me the longest was
‘peaceful patience. You need to be peacefully patient.’”
Eventually, her captor found a sofa for her so that she

“I don’t want to say the experience was a great experience,” he continued, “but it was a very spiritually rewarding experience. It has only more confirmed my interest in
doing this for the Church.”
A chaplain at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Mr. Murrin
explains that his experience helped him to better understand those whom he ministers to. “When you go into a
room as a chaplain, sometimes a hard thing is to know
what the person expects from you. I think being on the
receiving end of that care has advanced my education
beyond the first unit of Clinical Pastoral Education that I
have.”
Now recovered from the hematoma, Mr. Murrin looks
forward to his ordination this Oct. 15. The ordination will
be held at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington.
“It will be a large family event,” said Mr. Murrin, “my
mom is going to come down from Cleveland, and I have an
aunt in Columbus. I have Kevin, my brother, who will vest
me, and is also coming down from Cleveland.
“A lot of people will come up to me and say congratulations,” Mr. Murrin said, concluding, “I accept people’s congratulations, and I know what they’re saying… But, you
know, I view this as a starting point, not a finishing point.
The ordination is a start for me.”

did not have to sleep on the floor.
In August, without warning, she was moved again on
another motorcycle ride. By the end she was so tired she
begged for a rest because she was barely able to hang on.
Finally, at a rest stop, she saw three men dressed in
African garb along with another man dressed in a nice
shirt and pants.
“I was thinking, ‘Oh Jesus, is this another group I’m
going to have to start up all over again with?’” she said.
“But the good news is they had a truck and not a motorcycle. One of the men came to me and said, you can take that
jacket off. And he turned to me and he said, ‘You’re free!’ I
said, ‘What? I’m free? Who are you?’”
They were now in neighboring Niger. The men took her
to a house.
“We stopped to get something to eat, and the man said,
‘You need to take a shower. Let the woman of the house
help you,’” Sister Suellen said. “Oh, I felt like I was in heaven. And then it dawned on me. That was the first woman I
had seen in five months.”
Back in New Orleans, Sister Suellen underwent medical checkups. She is regaining her strength and using a
walker to guard against falls, but she is getting stronger.
“I sang ‘Amazing Grace’ I can’t tell you how many
times,” she said. “And I would just add the verse and put
how many days I had been in captivity. But I still have just
one day to praise the Lord — today.”

Sand and stone
(Continued from page 5)

lence? Did he write about how their offenses were forgiven so that they became forgiving?
One day I realized that what he wrote was not as significant as the fact that he wrote in sand. Writing in sand
is the parable. Sand swallows words before they are even
formed. Then wind, waves or parading feet cancel out the
message and it is lost forever, no trace, as if it never were.
I imagine the closing in of the sand on itself as the closing of flesh over a wound in the process of healing. Jesus
does not violently tear out sin but heals the sinner.
Perhaps the story is about the contrast between stone
and sand. Judgements etched in stone, judgements written in sand, unwritten in the writing.
Are God’s judgements wiped away, erased by the rising
tide, by wind on the beach, by the tread of time? Not just
forgotten but gone. Gone before they are formed. Are
God’s judgements written in sand? O happy sinner, God
has amnesia. Amnesiac God, forgetting my offense, wiping it out. Remember me. Remember me, remember only
your good creation.
Is the question this story asks of me about my heart?
Stony in judgement or ground into softness and compassion? Make me like you, amnesiac God. My stony heart
pulverized to bits. Ground down to powdery sand by
whatever suffering leads me to compassion and mercy.
Erase from my memory my judgements. Make me merciful.
They do not stone her, cover her flesh in blood-red
tears. Nor does the judgment of the community remain
as a boulder or mountain of stones about her life. She
will not be like Hester Pryne, red lettered. Judgment like
words in the sand is fleeting, gone, forgotten before it is
formed. “Who accuses you?” “No one.”
“God?”
“No, no one! Not even God.”
Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theology professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, Ky.
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Prayers, support needed for those
with Alzheimer’s disease, pope says
VATICAN CITY — Marking World Alzheimer’s Day Sept. 21,
Pope Francis asked people to pray for all those affected by the illness, including families and caregivers. Alzheimer’s disease
“affects so many people, who are often pushed to the margins of
society because of this condition,” the pope said at the end of his
general audience talk in St. Peter’s Square Sept. 21. “Let us pray
for those suffering from Alzheimer’s, for their families, and for
those who lovingly care for them, that they may be increasingly
supported and helped,” he said. He also asked that people pray for
men and women facing hemodialysis, dialysis or an organ transplant. September is also World Alzheimer’s Month, which is an
initiative by Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI) to raise
awareness, challenge the stigma surrounding Alzheimer’s and
dementia, and garner more support for those affected. Dementia is
a general term for a group of symptoms that negatively impact
memory, and Alzheimer’s is a specific disease that is the most
common cause of dementia.

‘Enough is enough,’ say bishops after
kidnapping, church burning
YAOUNDÉ, Cameroon — Catholic bishops in Cameroon’s wartorn English-speaking regions said they were left in “shock and
utter horror” following the burning of a church and the kidnapping
of five priests, a nun and three laypeople. The incident occurred
Sept. 16 at the St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Nchang, in southwestern Cameroon. The people kidnapped were taken to an unknown
destination in the surrounding forests. The kidnappers, identified
only as separatists, are asking the church to pay a ransom of
$50,000, a request the church has rejected. “I have spoken to all nine
people who were abducted,” Father Christopher Eboka, communications director at the Mamfe Diocese, told Catholic News Service
Sept. 21. “They say they have not been tortured but, every day, they
are being reminded that if the ransom isn’t being paid, they will be
killed one after the other.” “It was with great shock and utter horror
that we, the bishops, learned of the burning down of the St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, Nchang,” said a statement signed by Archbishop
Andrew Nkea Fuanya of Bamenda, on behalf of the bishops of the
Bamenda ecclesiastical province. The bishops said no reason has
been given for the “unprecedented” and “heinous act against the
house of God and the messengers of God.”

Church says no to processions after
police surround parish in Nicaragua
MEXICO CITY — Police in Nicaragua have thwarted the celebration of feast day processions for patron saints in a city considered iconic for the ruling Sandinista regime, which continues
increasing its repression of the Catholic Church. Police have surrounded parishes in the city of Masaya, 18 miles south of the capital, Managua, to prevent parishioners from removing statues of
their patron saints and holding processions, according to videos
posted on social media. “It’s absurd that the dictatorship sees the
religious celebrations of Masaya’s patron saints as a threat,”

tweeted Father Edwing Román, former pastor at the St. Michael
the Archangel Parish in Masaya. Father Román has gone into
exile. “This is not an attempt to measure forces. It’s allowing
Catholics to celebrate,” he continued in a tweet dated Sept. 20.
“The police, instead of an aggressive attitude, should guarantee
security.” Videos on social media showed a police officer informing parishioners of the prohibition on holding a procession, but
being jeered by people inside the church. Celebrations of the
Eucharist occurred, but not processions.

Vatican basilica provides background
for new film on St. Peter
VATICAN CITY — For two weeks in October, the facade of St.
Peter’s Basilica will be the screen for the nighttime showing of a
short film about the life, the call and the ministry of St. Peter. The
eight-minute 3D film, using art from the basilica and from the
Vatican Museums, will be projected onto the facade every 15 minutes from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. Oct. 2-16. The narration is in Italian
with subtitles in English. “What are the features of the church?
What is its true face? That of the pope? The scandals? Its missionaries? Its doctrine and catechism? Its social commitment?” asked
Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, archpriest of the basilica. While all
those are part of the church, the cardinal told reporters Sept. 20,
“sometimes you need to dust off the mirror” and provide a clearer,
more basic image of the church to both believers and visitors,
which is why the basilica wants to present to the public the life
and faith of St. Peter. Conventual Franciscan Father Agnello
Stoia, pastor of the basilica, said the millions of people who cross
the basilica’s threshold each year include pilgrims wanting to
renew their faith, but also many visitors simply attracted by the

majesty and beauty of the art, architecture and history of the
basilica. Both types of visitors must be welcomed, he said, and
helped to understand why the church, built over the tomb of St.
Peter, is so important to Catholics and to Christians in general.

Bishops speak against transport of
migrants; it ‘offends God,’ says one
WASHINGTON — Several U.S. Catholic bishops slammed the
actions of Republican politicians who have recently begun to send
out of their states groups of women, children and men seeking
refuge. They said these politicians are falsely telling the migrants
that work, food and other benefits await them if they get on planes
to other locales, but instead the only thing they find on the other
end of the trip is confusion. “To use migrants and refugees as
pawns offends God, destroys society and shows how low individuals can (stoop) for personal gains,” wrote San Antonio Archbishop
Gustavo García-Siller on Twitter Sept. 18. He was one of several
bishops to speak out after the latest drop-off of migrants — two
groups of mostly Venezuelans who were flown Sept. 14 to Martha’s
Vineyard in Massachusetts by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis. More
than 6 million people have fled Venezuela because of political turmoil that has sent the country into an economic spiral, causing
what the U.N. refugee agency calls the “second-largest external
displacement crisis in the world.” Though many have fled to nearby countries, others, with family in the U.S., have opted to make
the long trip north. The Texas archbishop said the tactics to ship
them off elsewhere “promote human trafficking,” and he called
out the “sick actions” of political leaders who do “little about the
issue.”
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Covington Diocese Blue Ribbon
Schools
Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria 2018
Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell 1994, 2007,
2015, 2021
Covington Catholic High School, Park Hills
2007, 2016
Covington Latin School, Covington 2003
Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Burlington
2006, 2018
Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills 1996, 2012, 2019
St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright 2009
St. Cecilia School, Independence 2018
St. Henry District High School, Erlanger 2012, 2021
St. Henry Elementary School, Elsmere 2016
St. Joseph School, Cold Spring 2018
St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs 2006, 2017
St. Mary School, Alexandria, 2016
St. Paul School, Florence 2014
St. Pius X School, Edgewood 2001, 2015
St. Therese School, Southgate 2022
St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas 2006, 2019
Villa Madonna Academy Elementary, Villa Hills
2007, 2017
Villa Madonna Academy High School/Jr. High,
Villa Hills 2002, 2003, 2020

