
(above) Vote “Yes on 2” yard signs were distributed after 
Mass. Raising their sign, from left, are: Father Mark Keene, 
vicar general and pastor, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright; Addia 
Wuchner, executive director, Kentucky Right to Life; Bishop 
Iffert; Peggy Piccola, assistant director, diocesan Pro-Life 
Office and Julie Gallenstein, parishioner, Immaculate Heart 
of  Mary Parish, Burlington. 

(far left) During the consecration, Bishop Iffert raises the 
chalice at the Pro-Life Mass. 

(left) Before Mass, congregants prayed the rosary.

Keener photos 

Laura Keener 
Editor 

Respect Life month kicked off  in prayer, Oct. 4, with the celebra-
tion of  the annual diocesan Pro-Life Mass at the Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption, Covington. Bishop John Iffert was the celebrant 
and Father Conor Kunath the homilist. Over 300 people attended the 
Mass, which began with praying the rosary, included a moment of  
adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction and ended with 
the distribution of  “Vote Yes on 2” yard signs outside of  the church. 

Vote Yes on 2 refers to amendment 2, which will be on the ballot 
this Nov. 8. The amendment is clear, concise and would amend the 
Bill of  Rights of  the Kentucky Constitution to state that nothing in 
the state constitution protects or secures a right to abortion or 
requires the funding of  abortion. Voting “Yes” is a vote for life. 

In his closing remarks, Bishop Iffert encouraged everyone to vote 
this November and in particular, vote “yes” on amendment 2 and to 
“do it joyfully and to do it with thanksgiving to God for giving us this 
opportunity,” he said. The trick, he said, is that amendment 2 will be 
the last item on the ballot and that some voters may have to turn over 
their ballot to see the amendment. Also, anyone voting a straight 
party ticket will need to be sure that they also mark their vote for 
amendment 2. Amendment 2 is a non-partisan piece of  legislation, 
and like all non-partisan seats (for example judges, city council mem-
bers and others) is not automatically picked up in a straight party 
vote. Each non-partisan item must be marked individually. 

“It begins with this phrase, ‘For the protection of  human life…’ If  
you are for the protection of  human life, then vote yes on that amend-
ment. Encourage your neighbors and your friends to do the same,” 
said Bishop Iffert. “It’s very, very important. Please become a little 
group of  recruiters that will go out into the world to recruit other 
people to vote yes on amendment 2. It’s an important thing that we 
can do to help assure the protection life from the moment of  concep-
tion.” 

In his homily, Father Kunath used the great 1972 World Chess 
Championship between Soviet grandmaster Boris Spassky and 
Bobby Fischer of  the United States as an analogy for the pro-life 
movement. 

“The date is July 23, 1972. After five back and forth games with a 

surprising forfeit in the second, the match is 
equaled up. People don’t quite know what to 
expect at this point. There’s already been a lot 
of  history made up to this point and in just the 
last five days, things that had never happened 

before have happened. The world is on edge because this is one of  
those great confrontations between the two great powers of  the Cold 
War — the United States and Russia,” Father Kunath said. 

The sixth game, a seminal game that would break the tie and 
determine the momentum of  the match, begins with an open that 
plays to the strengths of  the grandmaster. Yet, Mr. Fischer dominates 
his opponent in way that not only impresses those watching the 
game, but also the grandmaster himself. In an interview, a friend of  
Mr. Fischer described the game as “a symphony of  classic beauty.” 

“That phrase always struck me,” said Father Kunath. “What 
exactly is he seeing that we are not seeing? What exactly is going on 
over those 64 squares that the rest of  us don’t see?” By understanding 
the foundations of  chess, a person begins to understand the achieve-
ments of  that day and what Bobby Fischer accomplished, Father 
Kunath said. 

To be able to see so deeply into the game of  chess to be able to 
describe it as a symphony of  classic beauty, “I think that this sort of  
sentiment, this fact, is something we, especially as pro-lifers, have to 
be very keen to observe for ourselves, because while certainly our 
life, our mission, as pro-lifers is primarily and rightly centered on 
abortion, our cause as pro-lifers encompasses a great deal more than 
that,” Father Kunath said. “Our cause as pro-lifers encompasses all 
that is good, true and beautiful. Our cause as pro-lifers encompasses 
everything that is.” 

Father Kunath encouraged those in the pro-life movement to 
understand more deeply what is the cause for life. 

“You and I aren’t just standing here praising God this evening in 
hopes that he will give us an abundant victory,” Father Kunath said. 
“You and I are here tonight celebrating the very fact of  our existence. 
We’re not just fighting against a terrible scourge on our culture. 
We’re not just fighting against abortion and its attendant vices. You 
and I are arguing by the way we live our life, that life is fundamental-
ly good. That life is beautiful. That everything that is around us is in 
one sentence or another a love letter from God himself.” 

The annual diocesan Pro-Life Mass is organized by the diocesan 
Pro-Life Office. For more information on the pro-life efforts in the 
Diocese of  Covington and how you or your parish can get involved visit 
www.covdio.org/pro-life.

Like pieces on a chess board,  
the cause for life is ‘a symphony’
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As part of  the Diocese of  Covington’s Eucharistic Revival celebration, 
moments of  adoration will be a part of  annual diocesan celebrations, 
starting with the annual Pro-Life Mass, Oct. 4. Above, Bishop Iffert leads 
the congregation in silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament at the 
end of  Mass.



Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

Youth in the Diocese of  Covington, age 13-22, attended SUMMIT22, a youth 
retreat, at Covington Catholic High School, Oct. 7–9. Following the model of  
World Youth Day, the weekend-long retreat engages youth in daily Mass, 
rosary, Eucharistic adoration and “dynamic catechesis.” Saturday, Oct. 8, 
Bishop John Iffert joined attendees of  the weekend retreat to celebrate Mass. 

In his homily, Bishop Iffert draws parallels between the story of  the lepers 
in Luke’s Gospel with the Eucharist. “Jesus sends them (the lepers) to the 
priest to be healed. He says to the priests, to pronounce them clean,” he said, 
“The priest examines the one who has been healed of  leprosy. And if  he finds 
no blotch on them, he might separate them out for seven days, and then exam-
ine them again. And if  he still finds no blotch on them, then there’s a sacrifice 
that is prescribed… the person who has been declared healed of  leprosy is to 
go procure two birds, perfect birds, without any blotch or scar.” Bishop Iffert 
then goes on to describe the process of  this sacrifice as written in Leviticus 
14, including the two “perfect birds” and a “pot of  living water,” water from a 
flowing stream.  

“He takes one of  the birds and he kills the bird, and he drains the blood 
from the bird into that pot of  water that has been taken from a living source. 
And then, now with this pot of  blood from the sacrifice bird, he takes the 
other bird, the one that is still live. He binds it to Cedar wood with scarlet 
thread. And then, the priest takes the living bird, the one who has been 
offered for sacrifice but is still alive… He takes the living bird and he dips that 
living bird into the blood of  the bird that has been sacrificed, into that clay 
pot of  blood and living water,” he said. After sprinkling the blood and living 
water with the bird seven times over the leper that has been declared clean, 
the living bird is then set free to “fly across the countryside.” 

Bishop Iffert goes on to compare the parallels of  the sacrificial rites of  the 
two birds to Jesus in the crucifixion, “What flows from Jesus’ side? When 
Jesus is pierced  — blood, and living water,” he said, referencing the moment 
of  the crucifixion when a Roman soldier pierces Jesus’s side with a lance. 
“We are washed in that. And, then like that bird, set free for a purpose, to pro-
claim the mercy and the glory of  God.” 

Bishop Iffert then challenged those gathered to be “amazed at the huge-
ness of  mercy” offered in the Eucharist, “and respond with hearts that 
respond well to graciousness. Hearts that are thankful. Can we do that? Are 
we determined?” He concludes by once again referencing and comparing us, 
the Church, to the “bird that was set free,” to proclaim the word of  God. 

The annual Eucharistic retreat for youth and young adults is organized 
and sponsored by the diocesan Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization and 
the Covington Retreat Committee. This year the retreat was led by the 
Mercedarian Sisters of  the Blessed Sacrament from Cleveland, Ohio.
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Plan to Attend —  
Deanery Strategy Sessions 

The With One Heart pastoral planning process 
will begin by listening to needs and hopes of 
clergy, religious and lay faithful. Everyone with a 
heart for the Diocese and their parish are  
encouraged to participate in a Deanery Strategy 
Session. Sessions are open to everyone, not just 
parishioners of the host deanery. All sessions are 
from 7–9 p.m. 

Oct. 19 
Campbell County Deanery 
St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, Memorial Hall 
Oct. 20 
Southwest Deanery 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Burlington 
Nov. 7 
Northern Kenton County Deanery 
St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright 
Nov. 9 
Southeast Deanery 
St. Patrick School, Maysville, gym 
Dec. 6 
Covington Deanery 
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium, Diocesan 
Curia, Covington 

What will voting ‘Yes’ on 
Amendment #2 do? 

Your “Yes” vote on Kentucky 

Amendment #2 establishes that nothing 

in the Constitution of the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky can be 

interpreted to include a right to an 

abortion or state funding for abortion. 

This is important so that Kentuckians, 

through their elected representatives, 

can have a conversation on how 

Kentucky treats the question of  

abortion in our society. With this 

amendment, no one judge or court 

or individual could decide  

unilaterally to enforce abortions 

rights or the funding of abortion  

on the citizens of Kentucky.

Through the Eucharist, we are 
‘free to proclaim the word of 
God,’ Bishop Iffert preaches at 
SUMMIT22 Mass

(left) Bishop John Iffert addresses attendees of  SUMMIT22 
during his homily at the retreat’s Saturday Mass service, October 8. 

(above) Youth attending SUMMIT22 share petitions during the Mass. 

(below) Youth attendees of  SUMMIT22 share a quiet moment of  reflection 
before Mass. 
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St. John Mission steeple  
and cemetery blessing 

Parishioners at St. John Mission, Dividing Ridge, welcomed Bishop John Iffert, Oct. 9. Bishop Iffert 
arrived at the mission to celebrate its early morning Mass and to bless the steeple and cemetery. 
Mentioning that he has had a very busy couple of  weeks, Bishop Iffert said to parishioners, “To be here 
with you, in this warm mission church, here at St. John’s, to  
worship with you this morning, is just refreshing for my soul. Thank you so much for the invitation to 
be with you today.” Also at Mass were relatives of  several founding members of  St. John Mission who 
helped fund the replacement of  the church’s steeple. 

The church with its original steeple was erected in 1881; likewise, the adjoining 1-acre cemetery was 
acquired at that time. In the 1970s, due to 
rot the original steeple fell, leaving the 
church without its defining feature until 
2020.  
In 2019, the Parish Council approved a 
project to replace the steeple. Five of  the 
eight original founding families and about 
25 other donors from three generations of  
families and friends, pulled their 
resources to recreate the steeple  
based on pictures, measurements and dia-
grams of  the original structure. The 
steeple was installed in 2020.  
Following the steeple blessing, Bishop 
Iffert blessed the cemetery.

Oct. 15 
Permanent Diaconate  
ordination, Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 10 a.m. 

Oct. 16 
St. John Cemetery visitation, 
2 p.m. 

St. Mary Cemetery visitation, 
2:45 p.m. 

St. Stephen Cemetery  
visitation, 3:45 p.m. 

Oct. 18 
Advisory Council meeting, 
9:30 a.m. 

Finance Council meeting, 
1:30 p.m. 

Cursillo on Tap, St. Barbara 
Parish, Erlanger, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 19 
Diocesan Board of Education 
meeting, 9 a.m. 

Campbell County Deanery 
strategy session, St. Joseph 
Parish, Cold Spring, 7–9 p.m. 

Oct. 20 
Directors meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

Priest Continuing Education 
meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

Priest Holy Hour, Cathedral 
Basilica, 3 p.m. 

South West Deanery strategy 
session, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, Burlington, 7–9 
p.m. 

Oct. 21 
Religious Superiors meeting, 
10 a.m. 

Seminary Ball, NKY 
Convention Center, 
Covington, 6 p.m. 

Oct. 23 
Mass, 150th anniversary of 
Sts. Boniface and James, 
Ludlow, 9:30 a.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

You are cordially invited  
to attend  

the 2022 Seminary Ball,  
Friday, Oct. 21,  

At the Northern Kentucky Convention Center, 
Covington.Come and support those men who have 
answered God’s call and are discerning a vocation to 
the priesthood for the Diocese of Covington. 

Cost to attend is $90 per person. 
For information visit www.covdio.org/seminaryball or 
contact the Diocesan Stewardship Office: e-mail, 
stewardship@covdio.org; phone, (859) 392-1500.

Please join us for a Diocesan 
Celebration honoring Women 

Religious 
Celebrating their 50th or 60th Jubilee  

Saturday, Nov. 5, 10 a.m., Mass at 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption 

Celebrating 50 years 
Sisters of Divine Providence 
Sister Cynthia Fehrenbach, CDP 
 
Celebrating 60 years 
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg 
Monastery 
Sister Dorothy Schuette, OSB 
 
Sisters of Notre Dame 
Sister Florette Marie Adams, SND 
Sister Mary Rita Geoppinger, SND 
Sister Mary Judeann Lueken, SND 
 
Sisters of Divine Providence 
Sister Margaret Mary Jacobs, CDP 
Sister Mary Joyce Moeller, CDP

Official assignments

By order of  
the Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington 

 
Jamie N. Schroeder, Chancellor 

Effective Oct. 18, 2022 
 
Rev. Michael T. Grady 
To: Parochial Administrator,  

St. Therese Parish, Southgate 
From: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish, Burlington 
 
Rev. Douglas J. Lauer 
To: Medical leave of absence 
From: Pastor, St. Therese Parish, Southgate 

Keener photos
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“Voted #1 in plumbing customer satisfaction” 

859-441-4400 
www.dupontplum binginc.com  

2606 Alexandria Pike 
Southgate  KY  41071

50+ years ... serving Northern Ky.  
and greater Cincinnati

For a limited time —  
an exhibit on the Cathedral campus  
celebrates Bishop Iffert’s first year 

In celebration of  the first anniversary of  Bishop John Iffert’s 
episcopacy, a temporary exhibit of  pictorial highlights is on 
display at St. Mary’s Park, Covington. St. Mary’s Park is  
located on the southwest corner of  Cathedral Square, Madison 
Ave. and Martin Luther King Blvd., across the street from the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption. The exhibit will run 
through October.
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Deacons annual renewal of  ordination promises 
The diocese’s permanent deacons gathered, Oct. 5, for Vespers and renewal of  ordination promises. The annual 
event was held at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption with Bishop John Iffert. 
In his homily Bishop Iffert reminded the deacons that, during the rite of  ordination, when the bishop asks the 
question, “Has he been found worthy?” the answer is never “yes.” It’s not a straight answer, it’s “well, ‘having 
consulted those who are charged with responsibility for his formation and the entire people of  God, he has 
been found worthy.’ This is clearly the passive voice,” Bishop Iffert said. 
Instead of  the man, “It is the Spirit of  God that dwells in the Church and that dwells in each Christian that 
makes it possible for the Church to call and for a man to respond to that call,” Bishop Iffert said. “What makes 
a candidate for holy orders worthy? Only this, that the Holy Spirit dwells within him. It’s the Holy Spirit that is 
worthy.” 
Bishop Iffert said that as the deacons renew their ordination promises the question to consider is, “are you 
willing to let the Holy Spirit grow in you? To more and more take up a place in your mind and heart? To lead 
you by gentle steps closer and closer to perfect love?”

ST. CECILIA  
CHURCH HALL 

• Air-Conditioned 
• Capacity 400 
• Beer License 
• Non-Smoking 
• Open to all

Call 363-4311 for details

5313 Madison Pike, Independence  

Receptions, Dances, Parties

Keener photos

Missed an edition? Current and back issues of the 
Messenger are available online at covdio.org/messenger.
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COMMENTARY

John XXIII’s original intention for Vatican II
Sixty years after its solemn opening on Oct. 11, 1962, is 

there anything new to be said about the Second Vatican 
Council? I think there is. And I hope to have said it in “To 

Sanctify the World: The 
Vital Legacy of  Vatican II,” 
which has just been pub-
lished by Basic Books. 

Reading a great histori-
cal event is a matter of  per-
spective as much as a mat-
ter of  facts. Some church-
men today “read” the 
Council as having affected 
a “paradigm shift” in 
Catholic self-understand-
ing, although competent 
theologians know that the 
Church does doctrinal 
development, not paradigm 
shifts. 

Others, “reading” Vatican II through the prism of  
their disgust with modernity’s deconstruction of  tradi-
tional mores and institutions, declare the Council a 
supine surrender to secularity; the more fevered souls in 
this camp indulge in conspiracy-theories that may be 
attention-grabbing but have little or no basis in fact. 
Nostalgics and young Catholics innocent of  historical 
knowledge imagine a supremely stable Church in the 
Fifties — a Church that never was — and think the 
Council a terrible mistake that never should have hap-
pened. These false perspectives create an ecclesiastical 
astigmatism that makes it difficult to see what Vatican II 
accomplished. 

In “To Sanctify the World,” I propose a fresh way of  

thinking about Vatican II, analyzing that epic event 
through the prism of  Pope John XXIII’s original intention 
for the Council he summoned. That original intention 
comes into focus through three key texts. 

In the apostolic constitution “Humanae Salutis,” 
which formally convoked Vatican II, John XXIII wrote of  
the civilizational crisis of  a modern world that “boasts of  
its technical and scientific conquests” but is deeply 
scarred by lethal efforts to “reorganize” itself  “by exclud-
ing God.” What the “temporal order” desperately needed, 
he proclaimed, was “the light of  Christ,” which would 
reveal to humanity the truth of  human nature, the nobili-
ty of  human dignity and the grandeur of  humanity’s des-
tiny — life with the Triune God. 

Then, a month before the Council opened, the Pope 
gave an important radio address in which he said that 
“[the] phrase, ‘the Kingdom of  God,’ expresses fully and 
precisely the work of  the Council.” Vatican II, like the 20 
previous ecumenical councils, was a renewal of  humani-
ty’s “encounter with the face of  the risen Jesus.” Because 
of  that, “the purpose of  the Council is … evangelization.” 

The third, and most important, text that clarifies John 
XXIII’s original intention for Vatican II is his opening 
address to the Council on Oct. 11, 1962, known by its Latin 
title as “Gaudet Mater Ecclesia” (“Mother Church 
Rejoices”). There, the octogenarian Pope underscored the 
essential Christocentricity of  Vatican II, emphasizing 
that “the Church … takes her name, her grace, and her 
total meaning from the divine Redeemer.” And it always 
would, for “Christ Jesus still stands at the center of  histo-
ry and of  life.” 

Citing Psalm 116, the Pope noted that the “truth of  the 
Lord remains forever” and then insisted that the first 
truth the Church proclaims is the Lord himself. To be 

sure, the Church is the Mystical Body of  Christ, continu-
ing the Lord’s work in the world. It would best do that 
work, John XXIII urged, by offering friendship with 
Christ as the remedy for modernity’s confusions and con-
flicts. 

 Sanctifying the world — “Christifying” the world, if  
you will — was thus John XXIII’s original intention for 
Vatican II. The Council was not summoned to reinvent 
Catholicism, for the Church had a “constitution,” a body 
of  truths and a structure, given it by Christ. Nor was the 
Council summoned to embrace the modern world uncriti-
cally: the Council was summoned so that the Church 
might more effectively engage the modern world, in order 
to convert the modern world. 

Read through Pope John’s original intention, the 16 
documents of  Vatican II come into focus, and in their 
proper order. The Council’s teaching on divine revelation 
anchors everything else: God has spoken into the world’s 
silence, and through the divine Word we come to know 
the truth about ourselves and our destiny. Then there is 
the Council’s teaching on the Church: in the Church, we 
find the template for realizing modernity’s often-frustrat-
ed quest for authentic human community (not least by 
learning how to worship the One truly worthy of  wor-
ship). The various states of  life in the Church discussed 
by the Council then identify the mutually supportive 
responsibilities of  the entire People of  God, clergy and 
laity, for the mission of  the Church. 

Christ is the center. Rekindling that radically 
Christocentric faith for the sake of  evangelization, not 
letting a thousand ecclesiastical flowers bloom, was John 
XXIII’s original intention for Vatican II. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

Working together apart
The readings for the twenty-ninth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time — Cycle C — are: Exodus 17:8-13; 2 
Timothy 3:14-4:2 and Luke 18:1-8. 

A couple of  years ago a 
well-known bishop was 
asked on some social 
media platform what the 
bishops were going to do 
about stopping some 
attacks on churches in 
their area. The bishop 
responded, “That’s the 
laity’s job! You are meant 
to sanctify the public 
space. Vatican II taught 
that the secular arena 
belongs to the laity.” 

He was not wrong, of  
course, but to some, his 
response sounded as if  he 

were drawing a dividing line between “the laity’s job” 
and the work of  the clergy, and “never the twain shall 
meet.” Perhaps the first reading for this weekend can pro-
vide us with a more complete answer than the bishop 
could give in a few words on social media. 

The reading describes an incident during Israel’s 
years of  wandering after the Exodus. Amalek, leader of  a 
nation hostile to Israel, comes to wage war against them. 
Moses tells Joshua to go out and engage Amalek, and tells 
Joshua that he (Moses) will be “standing on top of  the hill 
with the staff  of  God in my hand.” 

Moses did not pick up a sword and lead Israel into bat-
tle — that was “Joshua’s job.” Moses did not fight with 
the Israelites — that was “their job.” Moses was up on the 

mountain doing “his job,” imploring God’s help for Israel. 
But all were fighting together: Moses, Joshua, the 
Israelite army, and most importantly, God. Israel’s army 
needed Joshua’s leadership and he needed their swords. 
They all needed Moses’ prayer and Moses needed them to 
fight. All needed God’s involvement (“If  the Lord builds 
not the house, in vain do the builders labor.”), and God 
“needed” all of  them to act. 

It is easy to see the different roles in the Church as 
dividing us; indeed, Satan promotes and encourages that 
attitude. But that is not what God intends. As we read in 
the Catechism of  the Catholic Church, “The very differ-
ences which the Lord has willed to put between the mem-
bers of  his body serve its unity and mission. For ‘in the 
Church there is diversity of  ministry but unity of  mis-
sion.’” (CCC 873) The diversity in our ministry — clergy, 
laity and religious — is obvious; we need to remind our-
selves that we are all part of  the same mission. 

As the story of  Israel’s battle with Amalek goes on, we 
see another reason for our unity — we need each other to 
do our ministry. We are told that “as long as Moses kept 
his hands raised up, Israel had the better of  the fight, but 
when he let his hands rest, Amalek had the better of  the 
fight.” Israel clearly had need of  Moses intercession and 
help. But then we are told that Moses’ hands grew tired, 
so Aaron and Hur, who had gone up the mountain with 
him, put a rock in place so Moses could sit, and supported 
his hands, “one on one side and one on the other,” so he 
could keep his hands steady. 

Clearly, Moses also needed Israel’s help, in the persons 
of  Aaron and Hur, to do his part for Israel. With all work-
ing together — Israel’s army, Joshua, Moses, Aaron, Hur 
and God — “Joshua mowed down Amalek and his people 
with the edge of  the sword.” 

There is another source of  unity, one that is shown in 
a well-known poem by Robert Frost. In his “The Tuft of  
Flowers,” the narrator describes going out one morning 
to turn the grass that someone before him had mowed for 
hay, in order for it to dry. As he works, he looks around for 
the mower, but is disappointed to realize that he, finished 
with his mowing, had left, leaving the narrator to work 
alone, “‘As all must be,’ I said within my heart,/ ‘Whether 
they work together or apart.’” 

As he works, though, the narrator’s attention is drawn 
by a butterfly to “a tall tuft of  flowers beside a brook.” He 
realizes that the mower had bypassed them, and imagines 
or intuits that it was a purposeful act, done out of  an 
appreciation for the flowers. Suddenly the narrator feels 
“a spirit kindred to my own,” and experiences a connec-
tion between him and the mower. 

Although the two are not physically present to each 
other, the narrator feels as if  they are working together, 
and changes his original assessment of  their relation-
ship: Now he says, “‘Men work together,’ I told him from 
the heart,/ ‘Whether they work together or apart.’” 

We Christians, no matter how diverse our ministries 
or vocations, have a bond stronger than a whimsical and 
coincidental love of  a flower; that is our love for Jesus 
and our desire to make Him known in the world. 

Let us learn the lesson of  this weekend’s first reading 
and Robert Frost’s poem. There is diversity in our min-
istry, but only one mission. Let us work together, whether 
we are together or apart. 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Father Stephen Bankemper

GO AND GLORIFY
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COMMENTARY

Missionary sister, now free,  
awes with courage

It takes a special kind of  person to become a mission-
ary, to leave the familiarity and comforts of  home to serve 
others in far-off  developing lands where, at best, you may 

not be welcome or, at 
worst, may be targeted by 
rebel groups or gangs. 

Marianite Sister 
Suellen Tennyson, an 83-year-old native of  New Orleans, 
is one such special person, and we’re in awe of  her 
courage and strength. 

Sister Suellen was based for nearly 10 years at a med-
ical mission in northern Burkina Faso, a country where 
security has markedly deteriorated in recent years with 
armed gangs causing fear and havoc. 

Despite that, the nun remained at her post until last 
April, when she was abducted by a group of  armed 
Muslim men who pulled her from her bed, blindfolded 
and gagged her and held her for five months in a forest 
deep in West Africa. 

She did not know where she was nor why she was 
taken, nor does she know why she was suddenly released 
in neighboring Niger to the custody of  the FBI and 
American diplomatic personnel. 

“I had many conversations with God” during captivity, 
she said. “Prayer sustained me.” 

Aside from the loss of  her freedom and the stress of  
loneliness and isolation, she was not tortured or overtly 
mistreated by her captors. In one instance, in fact, one of  
the men noticed she had a cut on her toe and surprisingly 
began washing her foot. 

“I’m sitting there, and this Muslim man is washing 
my feet. And I said, ‘God, is something going on here?’ It 
was like God was using him in some kind of  way. I was 
just taken aback,” Sister Suellen said in a Sept. 13 inter-
view with the Clarion Herald, newspaper of  the 
Archdiocese of  New Orleans, and picked up by Catholic 
News Service. 

It is not clear whether Sister Suellen was targeted 
because she is an American or because she is a church-
woman. 

Certainly, Christian clergy and other church person-
nel — including local clergy — have suffered in places 
plagued by civil unrest. 

In Cameroon, for instance, a predominantly Christian 
country in West Africa, the church is a frequent target. 
Priests, bishops and seminarians have been kidnapped 
and released and a church was set ablaze last week in a 
separatist war that’s been raging since 2016. 

One of  those kidnapped and released, Bishop Michael 
Bibi of  Buea, told CNS that the church will continue to 
do God’s work, despite the challenges. The priests, he 
said, “will never abandon the people of  Christ.” 

Sister Suellen, speaking from New Orleans where she 
returned quietly Aug. 31, expressed gratitude that her life 
was spared and for the invisible actions of  the uncounted 
people who prayed and worked for her release 

“That’s what I want to say, ‘Thank you to all these peo-
ple,’” she said. “I am truly humbled by all of  this. And the 
only way I can say thank you is ‘thank you.’” 

A beautiful sentiment, but we are the ones who are 
humbled. And we are the ones who say, again, we’re awed 
by her courage and strength — and the humility and ded-
ication we’ve seen in so many missionaries over the 
years. 

They’re the ones giving witness to Christ. They’re the 
ones who deserve our thanks. 

This unsigned editorial is from the website of  Catholic 
New York, the newspaper of  the Archdiocese of  New York. 
It has been provided by Catholic News Service. The views 
or positions presented in this or any guest editorial are 
those of  the individual publication and do not necessarily 
represent the views of  Catholic News Service or of  the U.S. 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops.

Power of wordsDay with Dr. Shannen 
Dee Williams Do you have a favorite word? My latest favorite is 

“wamble.” The rumbling of  a stomach is actually called a 
wamble. I recently came 
across a list of  interesting 
words — some made com-
plete sense while others 
not so much. The little 
plastic table in the middle 
of  a pizza box is called a 
box tent. I always just 
called it a Barbie table. 
Who knew? Illegible hand-
writing is griffonage. I’ve 
encountered quite a bit of  
that as a teacher. 

Words are powerful. 
The ancient Israelites 
believed that once words 
were spoken they could 
not be taken back, espe-

cially in the case of  a blessing or a curse. When you bless 
others, you invoke God’s goodness to them. When God 
bestows a blessing, it is always relational. In contrast, as 

in the case of  Cain, God’s curse symbolized a shattering 
of  that relationship. But God is always the source of  
blessing. 

Conceivably that is why the founder of  our order is 
named Benedict, meaning “the blessed one.” His words 
were relatively brief  and well-thought through. 

He speaks simply, unlike some theological words used 
today (who really understands hypostasis and homoou-
sias?). And Benedict, like the Israelites of  old, understood 
the power of  words. We can use them to build up or tear 
down, bless or curse. 

Perhaps Benedict’s most powerful word is the first of  
his rule — listen — a reminder in our day to slow down 
and think before we use words. Better to err on the side of  
blessing than a curse, for our words may have more 
power than we think. 

Benedictine Sister Eileen O’Connell is a teacher at Villa 
Madonna Academy and member of  the Benedictine Sisters 
of  St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, Ky. She and other 
members of  the community contribute to the community’s 
blog “Reflections from the School of  the Lord’s Service” 
online at stwalburg.blogspot.com.

Shannen Dee Williams, Ph.D., an associate professor 
of  History at the University of  Dayton, was the guest 
speaker at a gathering for women religious held in 
September and hosted by the Sisters of  Divine 
Providence at their Province Center in Melbourne. 

Dr. Williams, a historian of  the African American 
experience with research and teaching specializations in 

women’s, religious and 
the Black freedom move-
ment history, is the author 
of  the recently published 
book “Subversive Habits: 
Black Catholic Nuns in 
the Long African 
American Freedom 
Struggle.” 

The history of  African 
and African-descended 
Catholics in the United 
States is as old as that of  
European Catholics, noted 
Dr. Williams, yet most peo-
ple have little knowledge 
of  it, especially when it 
comes to that history in 

communities of  women religious. Guiding the sisters 
through the historical background of  African and 
African-descended Catholicism in the United States and 
using information based on her research and on oral 
interviews from her recent book, Dr. Williams highlight-
ed the sad realities faced by Black women seeking mem-
bership in religious communities, and too often endured 
by some following a seldom extended acceptance. The 
powerful afternoon also dispelled a number of  myths 
about Black Catholics and their relationship with the 
Church. 

The presentation increased the community’s aware-
ness of  its complicity in the sin of  racism and afforded 
participants the opportunity to examine the 
Congregation’s relevant history in a province that has 
had few women of  color as members. She advised the 
community to support ongoing efforts to dismantle sys-
temic racism in education, healthcare, policing, housing 
and all other facets of  life. Dr. Williams also encouraged 
everyone to work toward the reparation of  injustices and 
to assist in educating others about the long-hidden histo-
ry of  Black people in the Catholic Church. 

The afternoon was organized by the Peace and Justice 
Committee of  the Sisters of  Divine Providence, which 
has guided the community during the past two years in 
the study of  white supremacy, personal attitudes and the 
history and experience of  racism. 

Divine Providence Sister Barbara Rohe is provincial of  
the Congregation of  the Sisters of  Divine Providence, 
Melbourne, Ky.

GUEST

Sister Barbara Rohe, 
C.D.P.

VIEWPOINT

Sister Eileen  
O’Connell, O.S.B.

VIEWPOINT

Reporting Misconduct  
in the Diocese of Covington 

Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by a cleric, employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Covington is asked to contact Ms. Julie Feinauer, diocesan victims assistance  
coordinator (859) 392-1515. Professional assistance and pastoral support will be provided in 
 confidentiality and with respect. 

A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for Addressing Sexual Misconduct” is available 
by contacting the Chancery, (859) 392-1510 or visiting www.covdio.org and going to “Sexual 
Misconduct Policy.” 

Informando sobre conducta inapropiada en la Diocesis de Covington 
Cualquier persona que haya experimentado conducta sexual inapropiada por parte de un  
clérigo, empleado o voluntario de la Diócesis de Covington está invitada a ponerse en contacto 
con Ms. Julie Feinauer, coordindora diocesana para dar asistencia a las víctimas.  
Teléfono (859) 392-1515. Asistencia profesional y apoyo moral serán ofrecidos de una manera 
confidencial y con respeto. 

Una copia de “Normas y Procedimientos sobre Conducta Sexual Inapropiada” está disponible 
poniéndose en contacto con la Cancillería, Teléfono (859) 392-1510, o visitando www.covdio.org 
y marcando “Sexual Misconduct Policy.”
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Staff report 
Student success revolves around 

providing the support necessary aca-

demically, socially, personally and finan-

cially. Thomas More University ensures 

all traditional students receive some 

sort of assistance through scholarships, 

work ship, work study or grant access. 

There are several avenues at Thomas 

More University for those who shine 

through academics, in service to the 

community, through leadership, in ath-

letics and now through innovation. 

In partnership with Square1, the Dr. 

Anthony ’65 and Geraldine ’66 

Zembrodt Center for Leadership, 

Entrepreneurship, & Innovation is 

pleased to announce that the first stu-

dent recipients of Innovation 

Scholarships are now on campus. 

Carson Floyd and Colin Wilmhoff, mem-

bers of the Beechwood High School 

Materhorn 1 team which won Square1’s 

Final Pitch contest, in spring 2022, are 

now Saints. 

In a new development, St. Elizabeth 

Healthcare introduced financial support 

by establishing an endowed fund that 

will benefit junior and senior nursing 

students that commit to working for 

the hospital after graduation. St. 

Elizabeth Healthcare and Thomas More University has shared a valu-

able relationship through their history, including most recently as a 

resource in support of the athletic training/exercise science programs 

as well as providing financial support as a partner in procuring the 

Center for Health Sciences building. In recognition of the long-stand-

ing relationship, the University officially unveiled, Sept. 30, its first 

named college — the St. Elizabeth College of Natural and Health 

Sciences.  

As the Center for Health Sciences building provided much need-

ed space for the nursing and exercise science programs, generous 

gifts have also improved the quality of the equipment used to edu-

cate these dedicated students. In July of 2022, the University officially 

named a nursing skills lab at this location the “Kathleen McLane 

Nursing Skills Lab” after the late Kathleen McLane, a devoted nurse 

who served the Northern Kentucky/greater Cincinnati community 

until her sudden, accidental death in 1982. The dedication of the lab 

was made possible through a gift from alumni Mary (McLane) ’73 

and S. Frank ’73 Fritsch. This gift allows the department to update 

and expand the lab to better train nursing students. A ceremony was held at 

the skills lab on what would have been McLane’s 70th birthday, July 30, 2022. 

Through the Kathleen McLane Nursing Skills Lab, McLane’s legacy lives on, 

making an impact on the region’s future nurses. 

In addition to upgrades in equipment at the Center for Health Sciences, 

the Science Building on the main campus is also enjoying a boon. Thanks to a 

gift to the Second Century Campaign by the Dr. George A. and Delores E. 

Renaker Foundation, the biology department purchased an Anatomage Table. 

The Anatomage Table is the world’s only virtual dissection table and the most 

technologically advanced 3D anatomy visualization system for anatomy and 

physiology education. 

The University has always enjoyed a stellar reputation for academics and 

plans to continue that tradition into the next century. 

There is so much to be thankful for at Thomas More University. Without 

the support of alumni and friends of the University, and the engagement of 

faculty, staff and students this region would not be what it is today. Northern 

Kentucky and greater Cincinnati as a whole benefit from the ties created by 

those who have been touched by this University. However you want to 

describe this symbiotic relationship, it has been a blessing for all.

St. E Healthcare and TMU — Lighting the way 
together into the second century

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.

About Thomas More 
University 

For 100 years, Thomas More 
has created a university for the 

student who wants to  
Be More,  
Do More,  

Seek More,  
Win More,  

Achieve More, and  
Create More. 

 
Since its founding in 1921,  
Thomas More has provided a  
mission-driven, liberal arts  
education that is based in the 
Catholic Intellectual Tradition. 
Students learn to harness the 
power of human reason to solve 
problems and discover truth, 
which allows them to begin the 
journey to become the person they 
were created to be. 
 
Entering into the second century, 
it’s time for More. Serving more 
than 2,000 students,  
Thomas More aspires to be the 
premier Catholic university in the 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
region, to build upon the  
#1 ranking for long term gain in 
Kentucky (2019 Georgetown study) 
and share with this generation the 
transformative power of the 
Thomas More experience. 

For more information about  
Thomas More University,  

visit www.thomasmore.edu. 

(top) Nursing students train their skills using a nursing manikin. 

(center) Thomas More University officially names the “Kathleen McLane Nursing Skills Lab” after the 
late Kathleen McLane, a nurse who served the Northern Kentucky/greater Cincinnati community until 
her death in 1982. 

(bottom) A check is awarded to the first student recipients of Innovation Scholarships in partnership 
with Square1 and the Dr. Anthony ’65 and Geraldine ’66 Zembrodt Center for Leadership, 
Entrepreneurship, & Innovation. Carson Floyd and Colin Wilmhoff, members of the Beechwood High 
School Materhorn 1 team were the recipients of this award.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon 
to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: 
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and 
DirectTV 25. 

The Northern Kentucky Regional College fair, Oct. 11 at 
Thomas More University, 6–8 p.m. in the Connor 
Convocation Center on the Crestview Hills campus. TMU 
and Northern Kentucky University are partnering to host 
this annual event, which will welcome more than 50 col-
leges and universities and assist high school students with 

the college search process. 

Mother of God Church, Covington, will be featured in 
this year’s BLINK festival, Oct. 13–16. While the outside will 
be bathed in a display created by the Italian visual designer, 
Alessio Cassaro, the church will be opened for rare night-
time viewing. During the event, visitors can take a tour of  
the church’s interior from 7–10 p.m. 

Thomas More University Dance Team Experience Day, 
Oct. 15, 10 a.m.–1 p.m, Thomas More University, Crestview 
Hills. Open to any high school student who would like to 
continue as a member of  a dance team in college. Learn the 
Saints fight song, attend a home football game, and bring 
your best questions. RSVP at tmuky.us/22danceday. 

Thomas More University art openings and exhibits. 
“The Homeplace” by artist Sarah Hoskins is part of  the 
2022 FotoFocus Biennial, open Oct. 13–Nov. 3. Exhibits are 
located in the Eva G. Farris Art Gallery on the TMU cam-
pus. Open to the public during normal library hours. For 
information, visit thomasmore.edu/artgallery. 

Our Savior Parish, Covington, Homecoming, Oct. 16, 9:30 
a.m. Mass followed by fellowship and food in the parish hall. 
Brotherhood Singers will be in attendance. 

St. Barbara Holy Name Society Turkey Shoot (12 gauge 
only), Oct. 22, 29 and Nov. 5, noon to 4:30 p.m., St. Barbara 
Church, Erlanger. Free soup other concessions available, 
cash only. Proceeds benefit the Holy Name Society which 
supports the church and its activities and the community. 

Bishop Brossart High School annual Open House for 7th 
and 8th graders on, Oct. 30, 1–3:30 p.m. Scheduling a tour is 
preferred, visit www.bishopbrossart.org and click on events. 

The Wm. T Robinson III Institute for Religious Liberty at 
Thomas More University “Religious freedom: an unalien-
able right” presents the Fall interfaith event: 
“Comparative Perspectives on International Religious 
Freedom,” Nov. 3, 7 p.m., Mary, Seat of  Wisdom Chapel, on the 
campus of  TMU, Crestview Hills, featuring the current and 
former ambassadors-at-large to the U.S. Office of  International 

Religious Freedom, Rashad Hussain and Rabbi David 
Saperstein, respectively. The discussion will be moderated by 
Jerome Langguth, Ph.D., interim vice president for Academic 
Affairs, TMU. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s 15th annual Turkeyfoot 
Trot 5k Run/Walk, Nov. 5, noon, at Thomas More 
University. There is also a virtual option so that you can 
choose your own route. Proceeds benefit direct service to 
our neighbors in need. Pre-register by Nov. 4 at 
www.svdpnky.org. Cost $25 adults; $20 children 14 years or 
younger; or $30 adults; $25 children day of  the race. 

St. Anne Retreat Center, Melbourne, Fall Men’s Retreat, 
Nov. 11–13, “The Holy Spirit, The Lord, The Giver of  Life” with 
retreat leader: Father Ryan Maher, rector, Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption, Covington. Cost $175, which includes 2 
nights lodging and all meals. Visit stanneretreatcenter.org or 
call 441-2003, ext. 301. Registration deadline Oct. 28. 

Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of Reflection, 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Nov. 19, St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood 
and Dec. 17, St. Timothy Parish, Union. No charge. No sign 
up. 
The Book of Proverbs Bible workshop with Father 
Timothy Schehr, Nov. 19, 9–11:30 a.m., Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium (Curia building), Covington. The 
book of  Proverbs offers advice about how to live as a ser-
vant of  God. What qualities identify someone as God’s ser-
vant? Join the workshop and find out. Cost $35. Register 
online covdio.org/oce/catholic-bible-study/ or call Isaak A. 
Isaak, Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization, 392-1529. 

The 30th Annual Eight Grade Pro-Life Essay Contest is 
open to all 8th graders in the Diocese of  Covington. 
Winners will be awarded Scholarships to Diocesan High 
Schools: 1st Place $1000, 2nd Place $700 and 3rd Place $500. 
Entry forms and guidelines are available on the pro-life 
webpage (https://covdio.org/pro-life/) or by emailing 
Peggy Piccola at ppiccola@covdio.org. 

Notre Dame Urban Education Center (NDUEC) is seek-
ing adult and high school volunteers to tutor children in 
grades K-10 for its Homework PLUS program from 3–5 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday. Come and make a difference in 
the life of  a child. Call NDUEC at 261-4487, or e-mail Sister 
Maria Therese at smtherese@ nduec.org. Volunteers 18 and 
older must be VIRTUS compliant. 

The St. Joseph Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Thursday of each month, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 
Crescent Springs, for the recitation of  the rosary and dis-
cussion. To be added to the Padre Pio Prayer Group e-mail 
distribution list, e-mail a request to bsmaracko@fuse.net. 

The Madonna House of NKY is looking for Thursday 
evening babysitters from 6-8 pm., all four Thursdays 
in a month or just one Thursday a month, whatever 
works for you. Call 344-1191. 

Year-Round Flea Market, the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Home (DCCH) Center from 8:30 a.m. - 
noon., Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Open to the 
public, 50 percent off  the first Thursday of  each 
month. Proceeds benefit children living at DCCH 
Center. Donation drop-off  preferred during regular 
Flea Market hours – 75 Orphanage Road, Fort Mitchell. 

High School Open Houses 
The Catholic high schools in the Diocese of 
Covington invite all interested eighth-grade  
students and their parents to this year’s Open House 
— meet faculty and staff, hear from  
current students and get a feel for the spirit  
of the school. 

Newport Central Catholic High School, Newport  
Oct. 26, 6–8 p.m. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria 
Oct. 30, 1–3:30 p.m. 

Covington Catholic High School, Park Hills 
Oct. 30, 1–4 p.m. 

Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills 
Oct. 30, 1–3 p.m. (grades K–12) 
Nov. 17, 7–8:30 p.m. (grades 7–12) 

Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills 
Nov. 6, 1–3 p.m. 

Holy Cross District High School, Covington 
Nov. 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Henry District High School, Erlanger 
Nov. 13, 1–4 p.m. 

Covington Latin School, Covington 
Dec. 4, 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

St. Patrick High School, Maysville 
Contact school for information and a tour.

Cemetery Visitations 
Oct. 16 

St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell, 2 p.m. 

St. Mary Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell, 2:45 p.m. 

St. Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas, 3:45 p.m.

Grandfolk’s Day, celebrating our treasure 
“Grandfolks” are a true treasure and resource for all generations. 
Grandfolk’s Day is a highly anticipated day for students and their grand-
folks at St. Joseph School, Cold Spring. The grandfolks are invited to 
come to school and spend time as special guests in the classrooms and 
explore the school. Amidst the excitement and snacks, there is also a 
time for prayer. At an appointed time, everyone settles down and prays 
the rosary which is led by Principal Emily Urlage over the intercom. The 
adults leave impressed and proud of  their little ones while the students 
remain proud and inspired by those they love.

Building God’s Kingdom 
(left) Throughout the month of  September, students at  
St. Mary School, Alexandria, focused on helping the Eastern 
Kentucky flood victims through a number of  service and 
charitable initiatives. The Fourth Grade Team led the school 
in providing information about the destruction and impact 
the floods had on the people and children in the area. They 
organized a craft kit collection with the help of  their local  
4-H, to send to children impacted in the area and organized  
a school supply collection to send students in need of  school 
supplies. The school hosted an out-of-uniform day to raise 
funds for a monetary donation to a school in Eastern 
Kentucky that was destroyed by the flood. Students are  
working towards embracing the school theme for the year — 
Building God’s Kingdom — by helping to lift up and build 
God’s Kingdom all around us, but most importantly to  
fellow Kentuckians.
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Staff  report 
The Sisters of  Notre Dame aim to transition sisters 

residing in the health care center, Lourdes Hall, St. Joseph 
Heights, to the St. Charles Community campus. The tran-
sition involves consolidating the two Homestead 
Households into one Household for St. Charles residents 
and offered one of  the Households (16 beds) for the sisters. 
In this arrangement, the sisters will be cared for by their 
current staff  and St. Charles’ residents will be cared for by 
their staff. 

In the Fall of  2021, the Sisters of  Notre Dame undertook 
a comprehensive study of  their property and building at 
St. Joseph Heights. The Heights building has served the 
sisters as a place of  formation, administration, retirement 
and as a health care center for the sisters. St. Charles 

Community, sponsored by the Sisters of  Notre Dame, 
recently completed a parallel study of  the services provid-
ed on its campus. The decision to transfer the sisters from 
St. Joseph Heights to the St. Charles Community was one 
made as “a result of  prayer and discernment,” said Sister 
Shauna Bankemper, assistant provincial of  the Sisters of  
Notre Dame. 

“Our sisters accepted St. Charles’ invitation as part of  
our larger communal discernment regarding the best use 
of  our 100-year-old center. The aging facility is larger than 
needed for the current or future membership,” said Sister 
Shauna. “As part of  our commitment to sustainability, we 
are exploring options to reduce our carbon footprint by 
rightsizing the building. During the coming year, we will 

begin to vacate Mary and Joseph halls while continuing to 
study the best way to use our resources moving into the 
future.” 

The future of  the halls at St. Joseph Heights is still in a 
phase of  discernment, but “most sisters opt for model #4, 
which includes the deconstruction of  Mary and Joseph 
halls,” said Sister Margaret Gorman, provincial of  the 
Sisters of  Notre Dame. “Many sisters desire to keep a cen-
ter in Covington region and to give at least some sisters the 
option of  living at the Heights. There are also many sisters 
who want to eliminate the costs of  remodeling the aging 
building only to tear it down in a few years,” she said. “We 
could take down Mary and Joseph halls as soon as next 
summer.” 

Sisters of Notre Dame transition Lourdes Hall residents  
to St. Charles community, consider future of St. Joseph Heights

Staff  report 
Thomas More University officially unveiled, Sept. 30, its 

first named college — the St. Elizabeth College of  Natural 
and Health Sciences. The naming of  the college is not 
transactional in nature, rather it is intended to recognize 
the long-standing partnership between two diocesan insti-
tutions — Thomas More University and St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare. 

“In naming the St. Elizabeth College of  Natural and 
Health Sciences, we are solidifying the partnership of  two 
mission-driven institutions that are committed to serving 
the local community,” said Dr. Joseph Chillo, president, 
Thomas More University. “This partnership continues to 
create innovative programs and opportunities for our stu-
dents and the community. St. Elizabeth works to help make 
a high-quality, Catholic liberal arts education at Thomas 
More University a reality for some of  our nursing stu-
dents, while also giving them experience and opportunity 
for a promising career at one of  the largest and best health-
care organizations in northern Kentucky and the greater 
Cincinnati region.” 

A ceremony was held at the University’s Saints Center 
to celebrate the college naming. Senior leadership from 
both organizations were present at the announcement cer-
emony. The event saw remarks from President Chillo, Joe 
Christensen, Ph.D., dean of  the St. Elizabeth College of  
Natural and Health Sciences, and Garren Colvin ’86, pres-
ident and chief  executive officer of  St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare. 

“On behalf  of  our St. Elizabeth associates — past, pres-
ent and future — we are honored by this recognition,” said 
Mr. Colvin. “At St. Elizabeth Healthcare, we believe that 
our community, the region, the Commonwealth, and the 
nation should have access to world-class care throughout 
every stage of  life. Education is critical to making this a 
reality, and we are dedicated to advancing the educational 
support and experiences that will prepare students for the 
healthcare fields and paths that they will take after gradu-
ation.” 

St. Elizabeth Healthcare currently offers TMU nursing 
students financial support of  up to $5,000 per year for four 
years with guaranteed employment at the hospital for 
those who agree to a two-year work commitment after 
graduation. St. Elizabeth also filled entire cohorts of  
Thomas More’s Registered Nurse (RN) to Bachelor of  
Science in Nursing (BSN) accelerated program with work-

ing nurses who sought to 
grow their professional 
skills and expand their 
credentials. 

“St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare has always 
allowed us access to clini-
cals at all hospitals,” said 
Dr. Lisa Spangler, depart-
ment chair of  the Thomas 
More University School of  
Nursing. “St. Elizabeth 
hires student nurses to 
work as Patient Care 
Assistants (PCAs), trans-
porters, etc. With every 
graduating class, 50-70 per-
cent of  our graduates go to 
work at St. Elizabeth.”

Thomas More University announces first named College
Keener photo 

Thomas More University 
officially unveiled its  

first named college,  
the St. Elizabeth College 

of  Natural and Health 
Sciences, at a formal  
ceremony on Friday,  

Sept. 30, in the Saints 
Center on Thomas More 

University’s Crestview 
Hills campus.  

From left to right:  
Dr. Joe Christensen, dean 

of  the St. Elizabeth 
College of  Natural and 

Health Sciences;  
Garren Colvin (’86)  

president and  
chief  executive officer,  

St. Elizabeth Healthcare; 
and Dr. Joseph Chillo, 

president, Thomas More 
University.
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Catholic Schools – Following Christ

For more information about the Department of Catholic Schools, call (859) 392-1500 or e-mail asmorey@covdio.org.

In the Gospel of John 8:12, we hear Jesus say, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Each day our 
Catholic schools are teaching students how to be follow-
ers of Christ. We do this not only through the lessons in 
the classroom but also through our words and actions. 

In today’s world, the culture is telling us and our children 
to follow all sorts of people and groups — especially 
online and on social media. But we are called to follow 
Jesus first and to be wary of others who may lead us 
astray. 

This school year, we invite 
you to journey with our stu-
dents and staff to see all the 
ways we are following Christ. 
And we encourage you to 
join with us in following 
Jesus each day through your 
words, actions, and prayers. 

 
 

Kendra McGuire 
Superintendent of  
Catholic Schools,  
Diocese of Covington

Catholic 
Schools — 
Following 

Christ

(right) At Holy 
Cross District 
High School, 

Latonia,  
students enjoy 
spending time 

together as they 
get ready to 

start the school 
day and learn 

more about  
following 

Christ. 

(above) Mrs. Schweitzer, principal of  
St. Anthony School, leads Monday 
morning prayer gatherings with the 
whole school. Students and staff  
are following Christ this school year 
by learning the virtues by which 
the Blessed Mother Mary lived, 
through the school’s theme: Love 
God, Love People, Live Virtuously.

(above) St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs, theme this year comes from a 
Matthew Kelly book: In a World Where YOU can be anything, BE... 
Each homeroom has a word that they will be concentrating on for the year.  
Some words are ... Kind, Compassionate, Honest, Positive, Thoughtful, Problem 
Solver, Merciful, Adventurous, Polite, Humble, and Real. 
The first graders are looking at the school Bible that sits in the front lobby. 
Students love to page through this Bible as they wait in the hallway.

(right) Each Friday afternoon,  
the students at St. Catherine of  

Siena, Ft Thomas,  
attend an elective class  

taught by teachers.  
Students are following Christ  

by sharing their  
gifts and talents.  

Students learn about  
musical notation and  

reading music in  
the I’ve Got Rhythm  

elective. 



859-261-8269

Proudly Serving You Since 1964.
KY Master 

HVAC HM04784

www.tomrechtin.com

Family Owned                                 
and 

Operated

Bob Piccola, CGR 
602 Taylor Ave., Bellevue KY 41073 
Ph: 859-491-8926  Fx: 859-491-9436 
www.piccolaconstruction.com

Family business supporting family values of life & marriage.
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Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

Richard and Mary Lee Vennemann, parishioners of  St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, 
commemorate 63 years of  marriage this year. Following the Diocese of  Covington’s 
annual Anniversary Vespers, Oct. 3, the Vennemanns shared the story of  their marriage 
with the Messenger. 

The pair met at a wedding at St. Therese, Southgate, when Mary Lee, then 15 years-
old, was encouraged by a friend to ask Richard Vennemann to dance. “She was like, oh, 
you’re not going to marry him, just go ahead and dance with him,” Mary Lee recalled 
her friend saying at the time. 

The two did end up dancing together, and a week later, Mary Lee’s family would 
receive a call from Mr. Vennemann. With agreement from Mary Lee’s family, the two 
started dating, and would be together ever since. 

“When I got out of  high school, he had to get into the army,” said Mrs. Vennemann, 
“That was a rule at the time, so he was going into it for two years… when he came back, 
then he gave me an engagement ring, and we were married May 9, 1959.” The two would 
be married at the same Church where they met, St. Therese, Southgate. Since then, the 
Vennemanns welcomed four children, eight grandchildren and two great grandchildren 
to their family. 

“When I was 14 or early 15, I wanted to go to the convent,” continued Mrs. 
Vennemann, considering the influence of  faith on their relationship as a couple. “The 
summer of  1953, I made a novena to the Blessed Mother, asking what should I do; if  I 
should marry Dick Vennemann or go to St. Anne’s convent. And, well, before you know 
it, the answer came! You go stick with Dick Vennemann… so that’s what I did.” 

Now, Mary Lee Vennemann is an associate with the Sisters of  Divine Providence at 
St. Anne’s Convent, and holds the importance of  faith in their marriage , “We were 
always practicing Catholics, and our children are practicing Catholics.”

Richard and Mary Lee Vennemann celebrate 
63 years of marriage in the faith

Richard and Mary Lee Vennemann

Staff  report 
St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky has received a 

$20,000 grant to support its Microloan Program. This 
unique program provides a very low-interest loan to neigh-
bors who need assistance with reliable transportation, 
home repairs, medical and education expenses or retire-
ment of  predatory loans. St. Vincent de Paul NKY’s 
Microloan Program provides a very low-interest loan 
administered through Kemba Credit Union to provide an 
alternative to high-interest loans when crises arise. The 
loan is coupled with financial counseling provided by a 
volunteer mentor. The mentor works with the Microloan 
recipient to not only meet the obligations of  the loan but 
also provides support and advice to reach financial stabil-
ity through budgeting and saving. 

A few recent loans have been issued to low-income 
neighbors for the purchase of  safe and reliable used cars. 
These vehicles were donated to St. Vincent de Paul 
through its car donation program and repaired by 
Samaritan Car Care Clinic. The Samaritan Car Care 
Clinic provides “complementary routine vehicle mainte-
nance for low-income individuals. Each quarter they help 

clients, referred to by social service agen-
cies throughout Northern Kentucky, main-
tain their vehicles — and by extension, 
their livelihoods. They change engine oil, 
replace air filters, replace wiper blades and 
bulbs, top-off  fluids and inflate tires. They 
do major repairs when funding and cars 
are available. Samaritan Car Care volun-
teers offer a lifeline to working poor fami-
lies. Their services enable families to main-
tain their cars or in some cases purchase a 
used car and allow them to access jobs and 
transport family members to school and 
health care appointments.” 

Through its Microloan Program, St. 
Vincent de Paul NKY has provided 40 loans 
valued at over $60,000 to neighbors in need 
since the program started in 2019. Of  these 
40 loans, 17 have been successfully paid off  in full. Thanks 
to the recent $20,000 grant, they will be able to continue to 
help neighbors reach financial self-sufficiency.  

The Microloan Program relies on volunteer mentors to be 

successful. If  you are interested in helping others in a unique 
way and have a knack for finance, please reach out to their 
Volunteer Coordinator, Mark Bradley, by email at 
mark.bradley@svdpnky.org or by phone at 859-426-2649. 

St. Vincent de Paul receives grant to help neighbors  
reach financial stability through its Microloan Program

A loan recipient meets for financial counseling with a volunteer mentor.
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

Edgar Nicholas “Nick” Cleves, Jr., 95, passed away 
peacefully Sept. 28, at Highlandspring, Ft. Thomas. He is 
the father of  Msgr. William Cleves, pastor, 
Holy Spirit Parish, Newport. 

Mr. Cleves was born in Covington, Ky., 
to Edgar Nicholas Sr. and Regina Eibes 
Cleves on August 9, 1927. 

In 1943, Mr. Cleves graduated from 
Covington Latin School. And in 1947, he 
was one of  the first men to graduate from 
the newly co-ed Villa Madonna College 
(now Thomas More University). Msgr. 
Cleves said that his dad had planned to get 
married in 1950, but something happened 
in Korea, and he was called into service for 
the Navy. Msgr. Cleves recalled his dad say-
ing that, “The government just wasn’t that 
interested in my love life.” So instead of  
marching down aisle he marched off  to 
Trieste, Italy. 

In an interview with the Messenger, 
Msgr. Cleves said that his father told many 
Navy stories, but one in particular illus-
trates his dad. 

Mr. Cleves was the commanding officer 
of  the American forces in Trieste, Italy. 
During that time, a single row of  saw hors-
es delineated the American forces from its 
Russian adversaries. One night the 
Russian soldiers moved the saw horses a 
couple feet into the American forces territory. Mr. Cleves 
commanded his troops to do nothing. The same thing hap-
pened over the course of  several nights, prompting Mr. 
Cleves to call a meeting with the commanding Russian offi-
cer. 

“He called the Russian commander and said, ‘Are we 
three-year-olds or are we adults?’ And the officer had all 
the barriers moved back to where they should be.” 

After serving his country, he married Gertrude “Gert” 
Lahrman on Nov. 27, 1952.  

Residing in Bellevue for most of  his life, he was very 
active with Sacred Heart Church and School and was pres-

ident of  the Holy Name Society and a member of  the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, the Catholic Order of  Foresters, 
and St. Anthony’s Holy Name Society. His father’s involve-
ment in parish life along with the other parishioners at 

Sacred Heart Parish had 
a strong influence on 
Msgr. Cleves vocation. 

“Sacred Heart, when 
I was there, had all 
kinds of  vocations to the 
priesthood, including 
mine,” Msgr. Cleves 
said. “And I think it was 
because the actions of  
those laymen and lay-
women who just led 
folks like me to believe 
that parishes are won-
derful. When I think of  
Sacred Heart when I 
was growing up, I don’t 
think of  the clergy so 
much. I think of  my dad 
and Ray Saner, Tom 
Halpin, Jim Lape, Joe 
Emminger, Ed Kohrs, all 
these guys who showed 
up for everything. They 
were so faithful.”  

Msgr. Cleves said 
that his parents were 

both generous people but in a very quiet way. In fact, it was-
n’t until Msgr. Cleves was in his late 50s when he learned 
that his parents never exchanged Christmas presents. 
Instead, each year they saved money throughout the year 
and at Christmastime would purchase a major appliance 
for a Bellevue family in need. 

“For 59 years that was their Christmas present to each 
other,” Msgr. Cleves said. 

Mr. Cleves was very active in Lions Club International 
and spent 50 years collecting and repairing eyeglasses. He 
received, twice, the Melvin Jones Fellow Award, Lions’ 
highest award. 

“I started squinting at the blackboard in the fifth grade 
and it turned out I needed glasses,” said Msgr. Cleves. “And 
their (his parents) response was to join the Lions Club. 
And they fixed hundreds of  1000s of  pairs of  donated glass-
es and sent them to people all around the world. That’s the 
kind of  people they were.” 

After 45 years, Mr. Cleves retired from Cleves and 
Lonnemann Jewelers in 1989. 

Mr. Cleves was preceded in death by his wife Gertrude 
(nee Lahrman), his parents, daughter Rose Ann, great-
granddaughter Olivia, and his siblings Father Simeon, 
OFM; Sister Mary Virginia Ann, SND; Joseph, Sr.; 
William; Sister Mary Jeanne Frances, SND; and John 
Cleves. 

“Msgr. Cleves shared that while his father was in hos-
pice he had told the family that his deceased wife, Gert, 
was visiting him and inviting him to come with her,” said 
Bishop John Iffert. “In my years as a priest ministering to 
people who are dying I have often heard from others this 
same phenomena. I believe that this is love calling us into 
love. Love always draws love to itself. God is love. To the 
family and friends of  Mr. Cleves – take comfort in that. On 
behalf  of  myself, Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys, the priests, 
deacons and people of  the Diocese of  Covington, I offer sin-
cere sympathies. Know of  our prayers for your father and 
for you.” 

In addition to Msgr. Cleves, Mr. Cleves is survived by his 
children, Charles (Mary Lynn) Cleves, Marilyn (James) 
Souders, Rosemary (the late Douglas) Linz, Emily (Lyle) 
Whaley, Frances (Steven) Galbavy, Thomas (Jana) Cleves, 
Joan (Timothy) Keutzer, Ann (Ajay) Jain and his brother 
Charles Cleves, 19 grandchildren, and 25 great-grandchil-
dren. 

Visitation was held Oct. 5 at Dobbling, Muehlenkamp-
Erschell Funeral Home, Bellevue. Mass of  Christian 
Burial was celebrated by Msgr. Cleves, with Bishop John 
Iffert and Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys attending, Oct. 6, at 
St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring. Interment is at St. 
Stephen Cemetery, Ft. Thomas. 

Memorials are suggested to Holy Spirit Outreach, 
Newport. Online condolences can be given at 
dmefuneral.com.

Msgr. Cleves remembers his father and mother  
as generously responding to those in need

Edgar Nicholas “Nick” Cleves, Jr.



UNITED NATIONS — The Vatican’s permanent observ-
er to the United Nations told a committee of  the world 
body that “civilian populations continue to be victims of  
widespread and systematic attacks.” 

Where there is “credible evidence” of  such attacks, 
“there must be accountability,” he said. 

“Crimes against humanity are among the most serious 
crimes under international law and their prevention and 
punishment concerns the entire international communi-
ty,” Archbishop Gabriele Caccia said Oct. 11. 

He made the remarks in a statement he delivered to the 
U.N. General Assembly’s Sixth Committee during its ple-
nary meeting on crimes against humanity. 

Attacks against civilian populations “are a reality of  
our times,” but they are “clearly prohibited under custom-
ary international law,” the archbishop said, adding that 
“the perpetrators of  these heinous crimes continue to 
enjoy impunity.” 

“Although crimes against humanity are conceptually 
distinct from war crimes, we must acknowledge that civil-
ians are particularly at risk wherever war rages,” he said, 
deploring “massacres, torture, rape and the deliberate, 
indiscriminate targeting of  civilian areas and humanitar-
ian corridors.” 

He drew particular attention to the issue of  human traf-
ficking. 

Enslavement and the subsequent human trafficking are 
one of  the darkest and most revolting realities in the world 
today,” he said. “Millions of  men, women and children are 
enslaved, sold and trafficked as part of  a systemic attack 
on civilians.” 

“Crimes against humanity affect us all,” Archbishop 
Caccia continued, stressing the need for stronger interna-
tional cooperation to prevent these attacks. 

The “primary responsibility for protecting civilian pop-
ulations from such crimes lies with member states” of  the 
U.N., he said. “However, some domestic legal systems lack 
either laws to prosecute such crimes or the capacity to 
investigate them. 

“In addition, crimes against humanity frequently have 
effects beyond the borders in which they occur since they 
may destabilize peace and security.” 

Archbishop Caccia called for “a global convention on 
crimes against humanity,” which he said would indeed fur-
ther strengthen the current framework of  international 
humanitarian law, international criminal law and human 
rights law.” 

To that end, he said, the Holy See’s delegation to the 
U.N. supports further discussions on the draft articles on 

“The Prevention and Punishment of  Crimes Against 
Humanity” adopted by the International Law Commission 
at its 71st session in 2019. 

But any such convention “must focus squarely on codi-
fying existing customary law and promoting international 
cooperation,” the archbishop said. 

It also should build upon the principle of  “aut dedere 
aut judicare” (Latin for “either extradite or prosecute”), he 
said. 

This principle is the legal obligation of  nation states 

under public international law to prosecute persons who 
commit serious international crimes where no other coun-
try has requested extradition. It sets out the duty of  these 
states to prosecute crimes against humanity within their 
borders. 

The international community has a responsibility to 
protect populations from crimes against humanity, 
Archbishop Caccia reiterated, noting that such a conven-
tion, adopted by consensus, would advance that aim.

Nuncio urges more accountability by nations  
for ‘crimes against humanity’
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Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — In oral arguments Oct. 11, the 
Supreme Court considered the case of  Texas inmate 
Rodney Reed, who has been on death row for more than 25 
years and has gained the attention of  Catholic leaders and 
celebrities for his claims of  innocence. 

In this case, the justices were specifically looking at a 
procedural question: whether Reed had been too late in fil-
ing his civil rights lawsuit against state officials who had 
rejected his requests for DNA testing of  crime-scene evi-
dence he hoped would clear him. 

Reed, who is Black, was convicted by an all-white jury 
of  the 1996 murder of  a white woman, Stacey Stites. He has 
consistently maintained his innocence, explaining that he 
was in a secret relationship with Stites. His attorneys and 
activists have said that evidence unearthed since Reed’s 
trial points to Stites’ fiancé as the murderer. 

So far, the state has denied Reed’s request for DNA test-
ing, saying that evidence from the crime scene should not 
be tested because the items were improperly stored and 
could be contaminated. A Texas district court agreed in 
2014 and three years later, the state’s Criminal Court of  
Appeals affirmed that decision. 

Reed took his case to U.S. District Court in Texas and 

argued that the Texas law about post-conviction DNA test-
ing violated his right to due process. The state in turn 
argued that his claims have a statute of  limitations of  two 
years that began in 2014 when the state district court made 
its initial decision not to test the DNA. 

In the oral arguments, Texas Solicitor General Judd 
Stone argued that as time passes, it is harder for the state 
to defend its case because the evidence degrades and the 
witnesses age. 

The justices did not clearly tip their hands in this case, 
wrote SCOTUSblog, an online site that covers the Supreme 
Court. The justices asked varied questions about the dead-
line imposed by the lower court on the timing of  Reed’s 
lawsuit. Some seemed to understand it, while others were 
skeptical. 

Reed’s execution had been set for November 2019 but 
was stayed by the Texas Court of  Criminal Appeals and 
sent back to a lower court for a review of  new claims. In 
2021, after an evidentiary hearing, a district judge said the 
new evidence was not enough to give Reed a new trial. 

Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of  St. Joseph who is a 
longtime opponent of  the death penalty, has been drawing 
attention to Reed’s case for several years, citing the lack of  
evidence of  his guilt. 

Similarly, Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of  Austin, Texas, said 

in a 2019 statement that if  Reed’s execution proceeds, 
“there is great risk the state of  Texas will execute a man 
who is innocent of  this crime while allowing the guilty 
party to go free.” 

The bishop pointed out at the time that he had joined 
other state bishops through the Texas Catholic Conference 
in asking Texas Gov. Greg Abbott to grant Reed a stay of  
execution. 

He said there were “enough doubts in this case that jus-
tice dictates a careful review of  the new witness state-
ments and other evidence recently brought forward,” he 
said, referring to recent statements from other witnesses 
that have implicated Stites’ fiance, Jimmy Fennell, in the 
murder. 

The Innocence Project, a nonprofit legal group commit-
ted to exonerating wrongly convicted people through the 
use of  DNA testing, filed an application for Reed’s clemen-
cy with the Texas Board of  Pardons and Paroles following 
the sworn affidavit of  a witness who said Fennell con-
fessed to Stites’ murder when the two men were in prison 
together. Other witnesses have come forward with similar 
statements. 

A decision in Reed v. Goertz is expected next year.

Texas death-row inmate takes plea for DNA testing to Supreme Court
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Tom Tracy 
Catholic News Service 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Normally an art teacher at a 
nearby community center, Elizabeth Reyes was surround-
ed by piles of  her own art collection and family memora-
bilia, including her own wedding cake topper. 

The clothing, the personal items, the wall art and musi-
cal instruments were stacked and hung out to dry outside 
a noticeably moldy house and with a nearby statue of  St. 
Francis of  Assisi that somehow still stood in the front yard 
following Hurricane Ian’s march across the area. 

The house is in suburban Fort Myers in Lee County, 
near what is now considered the epicenter of  Hurricane 
Ian. 

The Florida county, which also includes Fort Myers 
Beach, Pine Island and Sanibel, suffered the most fatalities 
related to Hurricane Ian, which made landfall on the 
state’s west coast as a Category 4 storm Sept. 28. 

Lee County will need a lot of  rebuilding and flood-relat-
ed cleanup and restoration for the foreseeable future. 

“I was in such a rush to leave,” Reyes said Oct. 5, the day 
President Joe Biden and Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis 
held a joint news conference and damage assessment tour 
starting in Fort Myers. 

Ian’s heavy rains brought 3 inches of  water inside a 
small home she shares with Luis Reyes, a full-time employ-
ee of  the Catholic Charities/Diocese of  Venice. 

Reyes finds herself  leaping between worries: What will 
become of  her pets? What to do about her rotting home and 
its contents? What about all the family pictures, and all the 
felled trees and the garden? How long will she and Luis 
need to rent their new Airbnb apartment in Naples, a 40-
minute drive south? 

And not least of  all: What about the extra gasoline 
expense that will incur at a time when fuel supplies 
remain spotty in parts of  Lee County? 

“Our next steps are to get everything out of  the house, 
redo the walls, floors, vanities, dressers and clean up the 
outside so it’s not dangerous to my grandson, who is autis-
tic and puts everything in his mouth,” she said, reaching 
for a wedding portrait of  her Puerto Rican-born parents. 

“Photos are a big thing with us,” she said. “My father 
passed away in 1969 in Chicago, the only thing we have left 
are photos. I have seven brothers and two sisters and my 
mom is 88 years old. Thank God her house wasn’t affected, 
so some of  the family are camped out there.” 

A Mennonite emergency response volunteer on hand to 
help assess the home noted privately that the Reyes home 
will probably require almost complete removal of  the 
flooring, all the kitchen cabinetry, and at least three feet of  
the dry wall around the home will need to go. 

And he noted Florida’s strict permitting system for con-
tracting and repair work. 

An available licensed contractor will eventually be 
required to hook up the electrical connection that Ian’s 
winds knocked off  the side of  the house, leaving the home 
without electricity — yet another level of  short-term mis-
ery for cleanup efforts. 

Meanwhile, Catholic Charities of  Venice is helping foot 
the bill for the apartment rental in Naples. 

“I am so thankful to God that it wasn’t worse, the com-
munity is coming together, and our family is coming 
together,” said Reyes, who joked that her temporary apart-
ment is outfitted with more modern appliances: 
“Everything is digital. I have no idea how to use the stove.” 

Meanwhile, Reyes said she isn’t able to work and earn 
her teaching fee while area schools and normal life are all 
on hold. She works with disadvantaged youth as an art 
instructor at the Quality Life Center in Fort Myers. 

Near the Reyes home, at the Elizabeth Kay Galeana 
Catholic Charities Center in Fort Myers, the CEO of  
Catholic Charities/Diocese of  Venice, Eddie Gloria, was 
loading roofing tarps onto the back of  his personal vehicle 
and getting ready to check on a few local families in crisis. 

In addition to managing the flow of  donated resources 
at some 13 local Catholic Charities distribution sites, the 
agency is coordinating a fast-moving flow of  incoming 
material resources, while also looking after agency staff  
and church employees who themselves are living the emer-
gency, according to Gloria. 

At the end of  the first week of  October, the agency was 
moving from the assessment stage to a more operational 
stage as it came into focus where the most needs. 

When Ian plowed into south-
west Florida, the top gust record-
ed by a National Weather Service 
station was 155 mph at the Punta 
Gorda airport north of  Fort 
Myers. 

Although Tampa and Sarasota 
were expected to suffer the great-
est impact from Ian, the storm 
came ashore further south and 
dealt its most powerful blow near 
Port Charlotte, north of  Fort 
Myers. 

Gloria said the easiest way to 
understand where the damage is 
greatest is in terms of  the central 
corridor of  Fort Myers and Lee 
County along with dispersed 
pockets of  rural communities 
throughout the greater 10-county 
diocese. These areas suffered 
flooding as river waters spilled 
over into neighboring housing. 

“We found that we could not 
get (emergency) products right 
after the storm as there was a lot 
of  chaos and logistical problems, but finally the state 
organized itself  and supplies are arriving,” Gloria said. 

The agency’s disaster response specialists are moving 
ready-to-eat meals, water, tarps, baby items and nonperish-
able foods into the community by drive-up operations and 
delivery, he said. 

The next stage for Catholic Charities here, Gloria 
added, will be sourcing additional forklifts and forklift 
operators to manage the flow of  donations. 

There also are local parishes and Knights of  Columbus 
volunteers running their own emergency response pro-
grams effectively and Catholic Charities is supporting 
those parishes with donated goods and bottled water. 

At the same time that Catholic Charities was setting up 
distribution sites, Gloria and his staff  also created a phone 
tree to check on employees, five of  whom, including the 
Reyes family, suffered severe damage to their home and 
property. Some may not have house insurance. 

Gloria reasons that if  the agency can take care of  its 
own, it can turn around and help take of  the community. 

“You can’t ask people to put in 16-hour days helping 
everyone else when your household is upside down or your 
children are homeless or your wife or children are not in a 

safe place,” he said. 
Gloria also reached out to the Venice Diocese for a list 

of  all the teachers, principals and diocesan employees and 
priests who were affected by Hurricane Ian so Catholic 
Charities can offer them assistance as well. 

“We feel like we need to target them because they are 
the ones who will open the parishes” and “open the com-
munity,” Gloria said. 

“We have a list of  families whose children are in the 
Catholic school system, especially those getting financial 
assistance,” he explained. “So these are families who 
maybe don’t have insurance.” 

After checking on the Reyes family, Gloria planned to 
drive out to a flooded farm in Sarasota County where a 
group of  six to 10 farmworker families were believed to be 
stranded, living in a barn and with nowhere else to go. 

“We are now getting into the grueling work of  cleaning 
up and reaching out to families to let them know we want 
to help the community and partnering with other groups,” 
he said, “What helps is that we have the backing of  the dio-
cese.” 

“We have been through disasters before and our parish-
es will be a linchpin,” Gloria added.

CNS photo/Tom Tracy 

A Mennonite emergency response volunteer from Pennsylvania meets with Elizabeth Reyes at her home in 
Fort Myers, Fla., Oct 5, 2022, after Hurricane Ian brought at least 3 inches of  rain into the Reyes family resi-
dence in Fort Myers Sept. 28 and caused a tree to fall and pull a power line from the home. 

Hurricane Ian has created uncertainties, hardships for Florida families



Christopher Gunty 
Catholic News Service 

BALTIMORE — Archbishop William E. Lori of  
Baltimore joined a small group of  leaders from the 
Knights of  Columbus on a four-day trip to Poland and 
Ukraine to help distribute aid from the fraternal organiza-
tion to orphanages and other service centers assisting 
refugees from the war in Ukraine. 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly established the Ukraine 
Solidarity Fund in February to assist with food, shelter, 
clothing and other supplies. 

During this trip, the Knights brought care packages for 
internally displaced persons and also provided monetary 
support for the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Latin-rite 
Church in Ukraine and for the orphanage run by the 
Archdiocese of  Czestochowa, Poland. 

In a video interview Oct. 2 from Lviv, Ukraine, where he 
had completed a day of  gatherings with Archbishop 
Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki, the city’s Latin-rite bishop and 
president of  the country’s Latin-rite bishops’ conference, 
among others, Archbishop Lori said he sees a lot of  
resilience in the Ukrainian people. 

“The Ukrainians are a very sturdy people, a courageous 
people. What I’m seeing is beautiful hope,” he told the 
Catholic Review, magazine of  the Archdiocese of  
Baltimore. 

As an illustration, he noted that the choir at Sunday 
Mass at St. John Paul II Parish in Lviv was made up of  
children who are refugees “and they sang like angels.” 
Among them were one who played piano and two who 
played violin. 

“These are all children whose homes, as far as I know, 
are gone. But they were there, and they were joyful. They 
were singing,” said the archbishop, supreme chaplain of  
the Knights of  Columbus. 

The choir director also was communicating hope and 
joy to the young people in the choir, who were reflecting it 
back to her, Archbishop Lori said. He said he also saw 

resilience in the workers taking care of  the 
displaced persons. 

He walked around the main square with 
Archbishop Mokrzycki. 

“You see it (resilience) in the people, in 
the general populace. ... And there are peo-
ple — war or no war — they’re out there, 
their families are out there, lots of  young 
people are out there and they are doing their 
very best to carry on as if  there is no war. I 
think there’s great resiliency here in 
Ukraine,” Archbishop Lori said. 

On the second day of  the trip, the group 
stopped at an orphanage near Czestochowa 
near the famed shrine that houses an icon of  
Mary holding the child Jesus. 

At the parish of  St. Wojciech there, the 
archbishop helped distribute warm coats as 
part of  the Knights’ Coats for Kids cam-
paign. He also gave out little treats during 
lunch time. 

“What’s interesting is that a lot of  these 
children were from families that already 
were in difficult situations,” Archbishop 
Lori said. “Some of  them were families that 
were broken up, some of  them did not have 
any kind of  stability before the war.” 

“But once the war broke out, their situa-
tion just got worse,” he said. “Many of  them 
have no one in the world to look after them; 
their families have been dispersed or what-
ever. And so, Caritas (the Catholic charity) of  
Krakow has taken them in.” 

“I’ve been uniformly impressed by what 
I’ve seen the Knights doing here, both in 
Poland and in Ukraine,” Archbishop Lori 
added. 

Knights councils were first established in 
Poland in 
2006 and 
Ukraine in 
2012. There 
are now 
more than 
7 , 0 0 0 
Knights in 
164 councils 
in Poland, 
and nearly 2,000 Knights in 
44 councils in Ukraine. 

Archbishop Lori said 
the spirit of  generosity is 
the same in both places. 

“In fact, there’s a 
remarkable bond of  coop-
eration between the 
Knights in Poland and the 
Knights in Ukraine,” he 
said, noting that it is good 
to see this close communi-
cation and them working 
together, as they respond to 
needs and help each other 
grow in their respective 
countries. 

“The big difference, of  
course, is that in Ukraine 
you’re in the country 
where the war is taking 
place, and even though 
Lviv has not been shelled 
for months, nonetheless, 
you’re in the country 
where the war is actually 
going on,” he said. 

“I would say the other 
difference is that the peo-
ple I met this morning 
were, in a very direct way, 
victims of  the war,” he con-
tinued, “because they lived 
in cities that have been 
heavily damaged by the 

hostilities by the shelling and many of  them have come 
here to Lviv really without any other place to go.” 

Lviv has been less affected than other sites in Ukraine, 
he said, but it is not out of  harm’s way. 

“There was shelling going on earlier in the war, and 
they’re not immune from shelling now, and, of  course, the 
aggressors will not stop at military targets,” the archbish-
op said of  the Russians who invaded Ukraine in February. 
“They’re perfectly willing to do civilian targets as well, 
and so while in many ways it looks like life is returned to 
normal, there are signs it’s not normal.” 

Among those signs, he cited tighter border security 
between Poland and Ukraine, checkpoints and fortifica-
tions for buildings that house precious artifacts. 

Archbishop Lori said the Ukraine Solidarity Fund and 
the efforts in Poland and Ukraine to assist those affected 
by the war represent “an unbroken chain of  charity.” 

Knights, especially in the United States and Canada, 
raised a significant amount of  money. Knights in Poland 
and Ukraine have added to the funds and also are the 
points of  distribution for the financial assistance. 

As of  Oct. 3, the Ukraine Solidarity Fund had raised 
more than $19 million from more than 56,000 donors, 
including a $1.5 million pledge from the Knights’ Supreme 
Council. 

According to Steven Curtis, vice president of  corporate 
communications for the Knights, 100% of  donations are 
used to assist those directly affected by the conflict in 
Ukraine. 

According to Szymon Czyszek, director of  
International Growth in Europe for the Knights of  
Columbus, more than 40,000 care packages and more than 
1.2 million pounds of  supplies including food, medicine 
and clothing have been distributed so far as a result of  the 
Ukraine Solidarity Fund.

In Ukraine, Archbishop Lori sees resilience, helps distribute Knights’ aid

CNS photo 

Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori greets a child Oct. 1, 2022, in 
Czestochowa, Poland, at an orphanage for Ukrainian refugees where chil-
dren received warm coats from the Knights of  Columbus Coats for Kids 
campaign. Archbishop Lori was in the country to help distribute aid from 
the Knights of  Columbus to refugees of  the war in Ukraine. 

20  October 14, 2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Messenger



Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON — Praying the rosary for the conver-

sion of  sinners is “an act of  compassion and love,” speaker 
David Carollo told the crowd gathered for the National 
Rosary Rally in Washington Oct. 9. 

“Praying for conversion is the duty of  every believer,” 
he said. “We must always testify to the truth no matter the 
cost. To do anything less will make us unworthy of  our 
calling as Catholics, as Christians.” 

“Never be afraid to tell the truth, to help admonish sin-
ners not out of  judgment but out of  love,” he added. 

Carollo is executive director of  the New Jersey-based 
World Apostolate of  Fatima USA, which was founded in 
1946 as the Blue Army of  Our Lady of  Fatima. 

He was one of  several people who led prayers and spoke 
at the rally. Others included Auxiliary Bishop Joseph L. 
Coffey of  the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services; 
Sister Deirdre Byrne, superior for her community, the 
Sisters of  the Little Workers of  the Sacred Heart in 
Washington; and Msgr. Charles Pope, pastor of  Holy 
Comforter-St. Cyprian Catholic Church in Washington. 

Rally participants gathered at St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill 
Catholic Church for exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament 
followed by a eucharistic procession to the rally site at the 
eastern edge of  the National Mall facing the U.S. Capitol. 
As they walked they prayed the joyful and sorrowful mys-
teries of  the rosary. 

At the rally site, Father Stephen Imbarrato, as the 
emcee, introduced the afternoon’s speakers after saying a 
prayer for the nation. 

Father Imbarrato, a nationally known pro-life activist, 
is a retired priest of  the Archdiocese of  Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, who now lives in Florida. 

Before his remarks, Carollo led the crowd in a prayer to 
St. Joseph “as father, protector and consoler.” 

“As head of  Holy Family bless the world and all its 
inhabitants,” he prayed. “Help us in restoring marriage 
and family to the right order of  God. With your spiritual 
carpenter skills, rebuild our church, guide those who have 
strayed back to the eucharistic Lord (and) strengthen the 
church.” 

“The power of  this rosary coast to coast is really impos-
sible to fully know,” Carollo told the crowd, referring to the 
wider part of  the event involving people across the coun-
try. 

In Washington and around the U.S., rosaries were being 
prayed for respect for life at all stages of  development, especially the unborn; the sanctity of  marriage and fami-

lies “based upon God’s creation of  man and woman”; 
upholding constitutionally protected religious freedom; 
“the return of  our nation to God and holiness”; and other 
intentions. 

At 4 p.m. East Coast time, with Bishop Coffey leading 
them, all participants prayed the glorious mysteries of  the 
rosary simultaneously. 

Carollo recalled the beginnings of  Our Lady’s Blue 
Army, saying that “our founders got together and brought 
an army (of  people) to its knees in front of  the Blessed 
Mother to promote Our Lady of  Fatima.” 

They were charged with spreading her message that 
the faithful pray the rosary daily to bring peace to the 
world, pray for the conversion of  Russia, do penance and 
have a devotion to her Immaculate Heart. 

“(This) army has as its main weapon the rosary, con-
trary to all these crazy assertions that the rosary is part of  
the right-wing thug culture and part of  a hateful attack on 
people who do not agree,” Carollo said, noting that such 
assertions were put forward by an East Coast secular pub-
lication recently. 

“What a sad thing,” he commented. 
He was referring to an Aug. 14 article in The Atlantic 

magazine by Daniel Panneton that ran under the headline: 
“How the Rosary Became an Extremist Symbol.” “The AR-
15 is a sacred object among Christian nationalists. Now 
‘radical-traditional’ Catholics are bringing a sacrament of  
their own to the movement,” the article began. 

After an outcry by critics over the description of  the 
rosary as “an extremist symbol,” the magazine’s editors 
changed the headline to: “How Extremist Gun Culture Is 
Trying to Co-Opt the Rosary.” “Why are sacramental beads 
suddenly showing up next to AR-15s online?” said the new 
lead-in to the article. 

“Calling out sin and praying for the conversion of  peo-
ple is not an act of  hatred toward sinners, but it is an act of  
compassion and love,” Carollo said. “That’s why we do it. 
It is an act of  love — praying for conversion is the duty of  
every believer.” 

The National Rosary Rally was sponsored by the Holy 
League, a Catholic men’s movement, and concluded the 
organization’s 54-day “Novena for Our Nation.” It also 
came on the last day of  the 30th International Week of  
Prayer & Fasting. 
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Rally participants gather near U.S. Capitol  
to pray rosary for the nation

 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

St. Joseph, Cold Spring 
PTO Craft Fair 
November 5, 2022 

9:00 - 3:00 
Memorial Hall 
$2 Admission

CNS photo/Dave Hrbacek 

Brandon Alvarado, left, and his mother, Evangelina Alvarado, walk from the Minnesota State Capitol to the Cathedral of  
St. Paul in St. Paul, Minn., Oct. 7, 2022, during an annual candlelight rosary procession. Several hundred participated in 
the procession, including Auxiliary Bishop Joseph A. Williams of  St. Paul and Minneapolis, who led a prayer service at 
the cathedral following the procession.
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STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media 
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role, 
you will use your communication and web design skills 
to increase reader engagement, primarily through 
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan 
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties 
and responsibilities include creating content for  
various print and social media formats; proofreading 
content before publication; attending, taking  
photographs and reporting on events; and recording 
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe 
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must 
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational 
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle 
stress is an absolute requirement. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay 
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.    EOE

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on  
placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEACHER — ST. CECILIA 

St. Cecilia Catholic School, has an immediate  
opening for a Part or Full-Time Social Studies Teacher 
for grades 6-8 to join our collaboratively focused 
Middle School staff for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Interested candidates should send a cover letter, 
resume, and references to Principal, Jeanetta 
Kathman, at jkathman@stcindependence.org.

CARPENTER NEEDED 
Make an impact that transforms lives by helping 
low-income families & indiv realize their dream 
of owning a home.  Housing Opportunities of 
Northern Kentucky (HONK) has FT paid 
Carpenter opening.  HONK is faith-based  
non-profit org w/ 30 years’ experience building 
& rehabbing homes to create affordable  
homeownership opportunities. FT during week 
w/ some Saturdays.  $18-$20/hr DOE. Health 
Care, Paid Holidays, Personal Time Off, and Good 
Working Environment. Eligible for Retirement 
Plan after 1 year 

Details at www.honkhomes.org/Carpenter 

Send resume or detailed experience w/availability, 
pay requirements & contact info to: David 
Hastings c/o HONK, 502 Fry St., Covington 41011 
or e-mail to dhastings@honkhomes.org

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CAMPUS MINISTER 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington 
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in 
working with young adults to serve in the capacity 
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky 
University. The work week will be full time,  
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The 
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman 
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evan-
gelizing presence along with spiritual support and 
opportunities for a full living and development of 
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, espe-
cially the support of spiritual life and formation 
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing 
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to par-
ticipating students; proactively engaging prospec-
tive participants, especially freshman; presenting an 
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating 
timely and effective communications with students 
and parents, including regularly updating the web-
site, Facebook page, and database; regularly inter-
facing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University 
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of 
the Newman House. Requirements include a mini-
mum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology 
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in 
young adult ministry and management. 
Interested individuals may send a cover  
letter and resume, including compensation 
history and references with contact e-mail 
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by 
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to 
(859) 392-1589.

ADVANCEMENT DIRECTOR 
Villa Madonna Academy is seeking a dynamic 
Advancement Director to join Villa Madonna 
Academy, an NKY Magazine 2022 Best Workplaces, to 
lead Villa's comprehensive development efforts. 
Responsibilities: The Advancement Director manages 
a talented fundraising, alumni relations, and commu-
nications/marketing team. A successful candidates will 
have demonstrated success in developing and imple-
menting a multi-faceted fundraising strategy and 
achieving funding goals as well as the ability to culti-
vate and sustain relationships with donors, sponsors, 
foundations, corporations, and the Villa community. 
Required Skills: 
    Strong organizational and networking skills 
    An ability to work on multiple projects  

simultaneously 
·    An eye for detail 
    Excellent written and verbal communication skills 
  
Preferred Skills: 
    A bachelor’s degree with minimum of five years’ 

experience 
    Proficiency with Excel 
·    Experience with Raiser's Edge 
    Experience with Greater Giving 
Our culture: Villa Madonna Academy is a leader in K-
12 education in Northern Kentucky. The Benedictine 
values of hospitality, respect, service, stewardship, and 
scholarship drive all that we do. 
Please email cover letter, resume, and professional 
references to Executive Director Pamela McQueen at 
pmcqueen@villamadonna.net.

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE,  
ST. STEPHEN PARISH, ARCHDIOCESE 

OF CINCINNATI, OH 
The role of PASTORAL ASSOCIATE is a full time posi-
tion reporting to the Pastor. The primary function of 
this position is to enable ongoing parish life including 
liturgy, pastoral care and administration, enabling 
people to draw closer to God by facilitating the 
growth of St. Stephen parish that is ministerially  
complete and to assist the pastor in his function of 
liaison between the parish and the diocesan church. 

In addition to being an essential function in the daily 
life of the parish, this position also serves as a  
developmental role that could lead to the promotional 
opportunity over time of Pastoral Associate for the 
Family of Parishes of St. Stephen, Holy Family-
Immaculata, St. Rose and Christ the King. 

The Pastoral Associate enables, encourages, develops 
lay leadership on all levels; works with parish council 
to develop goals and objectives that enflesh the 
vision and meet particular needs of the community; 
oversees sacramental, liturgical life of parish; organizes 
community outreach programs; and engages  
parishioners in Stewardship initiatives. 

Applicants should have 5 – 10 years job experience in 
the relative pastoral setting; a theological background 
in Ecclesiology, Christology, Sacramental and Liturgical 
Theology, Scripture, and Ethics and Morality; skills in 
pastoral counseling/pastoral care; have supervision 
experience in ministry; good interpersonal skills, and 
multi-cultural sensitivity. 

For more details contact the St. Stephen Search 
Committee at: ststephensearchcommittee@gmail.com
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Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — The Second Vatican Council was the 
universal Catholic Church’s response to God’s love and to 
Jesus’ command to feed his sheep, Pope Francis said, cele-
brating the 60th anniversary of  the council’s opening. 

The council reminded the church of  what is “essen-
tial,” the pope said: “a church madly in love with its Lord 
and with all the men and women whom he loves,” one that 
“is rich in Jesus and poor in assets,” a church that “is free 
and freeing.” 

Pope Francis presided over the Mass Oct. 11 in St. 
Peter’s Basilica, where the council sessions were held in 
four sessions from 1962 to 1964. The date is also the feast of  
St. John XXIII, who convoked and opened the council; the 
glass urn containing his body was moved to the center of  
the basilica for the liturgy. 

The Gospel reading at the Mass recounted Jesus asking 
St. Peter, “Do you love me?” and telling him, “Feed my 
sheep.” 

In his homily, the pope said the council was the church’s 
response to that question and marked a renewed effort to 

feed God’s sheep, not just those who are Catholic, but all 
people. 

The debates that followed the council and continue 
today are a distraction from the church’s mission, Pope 
Francis said. 

“We are always tempted to start from ourselves rather 
than from God, to put our own agendas before the Gospel, 
to let ourselves be caught up in the winds of  worldliness in 
order to chase after the fashions of  the moment or to turn 
our back the time that providence has granted us,” he said. 

Catholics must be careful, he said, because “both the 
‘progressivism’ that lines up behind the world and the ‘tra-
ditionalism’ that longs for a bygone world are not evidence 
of  love, but of  infidelity,” forms of  “selfishness that puts 
our own tastes and plans above the love that pleases God, 
the simple, humble and faithful love that Jesus asked of  
Peter.” 

“A church in love with Jesus has no time for quarrels, 
gossip and disputes,” the pope said. “May God free us from 
being critical and intolerant, harsh and angry. This is not 
a matter of  style but of  love.” 

Jesus, the good shepherd, “wants his flock to be united 

under the guidance of  the pastors he has given them,” the 
pope said, but the devil loves to sow division; “let us not 
give in to his enticements or to the temptation of  polariza-
tion.” 

“How often, in the wake of  the council, did Christians 
prefer to choose sides in the church, not realizing that they 
were breaking their mother’s heart,” the heart of  their 
mother, the church, Pope Francis said. 

How often, he asked, did they prefer “to be on the ‘right’ 
or ‘left,’ rather than with Jesus? To present themselves as 
‘guardians of  the truth’ or ‘pioneers of  innovation’ rather 
than seeing themselves as humble and grateful children of  
Holy Mother Church?” 

The council, he said, taught the church to see the world 
around it and to share God’s love with all, knowing that “if  
it is fitting to show a particular concern, it should be for 
those whom God loves most: the poor and the outcast.” 

With Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant representa-
tives present, as they were at the council, Pope Francis also 
prayed that “the yearning for unity” would grow within 
each Christ, “the desire to commit ourselves to full com-

Pope prays for unity of church as he celebrates anniversary of Vatican II

ST. PHILIP 
FULL-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGER 

St. Philip School is looking for a full-time Cafeteria 
Manager, Monday through Friday 6 hours daily. This 
position requires a general knowledge of preparation, 
cooking and serving food for students. Includes  
ordering, receiving, managing inventory, cleaning,  
and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply with 
health and safety standards. Prepare production 
records and necessary records and files.  

Contact Diocesan School Food Service Director, Laura 
Harfield at lhatfield@covdio.org or call 859-392-1551.

Moore’s Painting 
The Company you feel safe with 

Interior & exterior painting.  
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish. 

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on  
placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

For all employees and 
volunteers of the 
Diocese of Covington 
who in any way provide 
a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school  
institution leader to 
review the Policies and 
Procedures and fill out 
the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to  
www.virtus.org and 
click on Registration. 
Follow the prompts to 
create an account and 
to request a  
background check. 
Selection.com is a 
secure site; the back-
ground check is posted 
on your account and 
you receive a copy if 
you request it during 
the registration process. 

You will sign up for a 
VIRTUS training class 
during the registration.  

Step 3: Your account 
becomes active when 
your background check, 
VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance 
Form are posted on 
your account. You will 
receive 12 bulletins per 
year. You will receive  
e-mail notices at sys-

tem@pub.virtus.org 
unless your computer 
program blocks them. 
 
Bulletins:  
n October bulletin: 

posted Sunday, Oct. 2; 
due Tuesday, Nov. 1 

www.virtusonline.org, 
enter user id and pass-
word to access your bul-
letins. If your Virtus 
account is inactivated 

please contact your  
primary location for 
assistance. 
To login: 
www.virtus.org, enter 
user id and password. 

Training: 
n Wednesday, Oct. 19, 

6–8:30 p.m., Holy 
Trinity School, Merkle 
Hall, Bellevue 

 

n Tuesday, Oct. 25, 6 –
8:30 p.m., Diocesan 
Curia, Bishop Howard 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Covington 

n Thursday, Oct. 27, 
6:30–9 p.m., St. 
Catherine of Siena 
Parish, McCrystal Hall, 
Ft. Thomas 

 
 

Note: If your Training 
Tab is missing or you 
cannot access your 
account, contact your 
parish, school or institu-
tion.  
For other difficulties, 
contact Marylu Steffen 
at (859) 392-1500 or 
msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults  
Safe Environment Trainings 

(Continued on page 24)
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner  • Hot Water Heat Systems    

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call Chuck at the Messenger to place 
your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1500

munion among all those who believe in Christ.” 
Thanking God for the gift of  the council, the pope asked 

the Lord to “save us from the forms of  polarization that are 
the devil’s handiwork. And we, your church, with Peter 
and like Peter, now say to you: ‘Lord, you know everything; 
you know that we love you.’” 

Pope Francis, who was ordained to the priesthood in 
1969, is the first pope ordained after the Second Vatican 
Council. His immediate predecessor, now-retired Pope 
Benedict XVI, attended all four sessions of  the council as a 
theological adviser — a “peritus” — to the archbishop of  
Cologne, Germany. St. John Paul II participated in all four 
sessions as a full member of  the body, first as auxiliary 
bishop of  Krakow, Poland, and then as archbishop of  the 
city. 

Among the more than 400 priests concelebrating the 
Mass, the Vatican liturgical office said there were five who 
were present at Vatican II. 

According to the websites GCatholic.org and catholic-
hierarchy.org, there are six bishops alive in the world today 
who participated in at least one session of  the Second 
Vatican Council. Among them is Nigerian Cardinal 
Francis Arinze, an 89-year-old former Vatican official who 
was ordained a bishop in 1965 and attended the council’s 
last session; he was one of  the concelebrants at the 
anniversary Mass. 

Before the Mass, passages were read from the speech St. 
John XXIII gave at the council’s opening. Known by its 
opening words in Latin, “Gaudet Mater Ecclesia,” the 
speech begins: “Mother Church rejoices.” 

Selections from the council’s four constitutions also 
were read. Pope Francis has asked Catholics to prepare for 
the Holy Year 2025 by re-reading and studying the docu-
ments: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
(“Sacrosanctum Concilium”); Dogmatic Constitution on 

the Church (“Lumen Gentium”); Dogmatic Constitution 
on Divine Revelation (“Dei Verbum”); and Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 
(“Gaudium et Spes”).

Missed an edition  
of the Messenger?  

Current and back issues of 
the Messenger  

are available online at  
covdio.org/messenger.

Pope prays for unity  
(Continued from page 23)

People holding lighted candles leave St. Peter’s Basilica after Pope Francis celebrated Mass Oct. 11, 2022, to mark the 60th 
anniversary of  the opening of  the Second Vatican Council. 
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Complaints without any desire to do 
anything about the situation are poison, Pope Francis said. 

Complaining can be “a poison to the soul, a poison to 
life” and “almost a sin” when it prevents people from 
building and strengthening “the desire to move forward,” 
he said during his weekly general audience in St. Peter’s 
Square Oct. 12. 

The pope continued his series of  talks about discern-
ment by reflecting on the role of  desire in discovering 
what one truly wants or needs in his or her life. 

Desire, he said, “is the compass to understand where I 
am and where I am going,” and it can indicate whether a 
person has just given up and is “standing still.” 

It is important to be able to recognize sincere desire, 
which is not a momentary craving, but is something that 
“knows how to touch deeply the chords of  our being, 
which is why it is not extinguished in the face of  difficul-
ties or setbacks,” he said. 

“It is like when we are thirsty: if  we do not find some-
thing to drink, we do not give up; on the contrary, the 
yearning increasingly occupies our thoughts and actions, 
until we become willing to make any sacrifice in order to 
quench it,” he added. “Desire makes you strong, it makes 
you courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because 
you want to arrive” at that goal. 

A sincere desire is what helps people embark on “a suc-
cessful, coherent and lasting project,” he said. 

Modifying a popular saying, Pope Francis said the road 
to hell is paved with good intentions and no action. 

“The era in which we live seems to promote the maxi-
mum freedom of  choice, but at the same time it atrophies 
desire,” the pope said. 

“We are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, 
possibilities, which risk distracting us and not allowing us 
to calmly evaluate what we really want,” he said. For 

example, people 
who stare at 
their telephone, 
always “turned 
outward, toward 
the other,” 
always living in 
the moment and 
never stopping 
to think about 
what they yearn 
for. “Desire can-
not grow in this 
way.”  

But, the pope 
said, “by engag-
ing in dialogue 
with the Lord, 
we learn to 
u n d e r s t a n d 
what we truly 
want from life.” 

That is why 
Jesus engages 
with the paralyt-
ic by the pool, 
who has been 
waiting for years 
for healing, but 
is not proactive 
and only grum-
bles, the pope said. 

“Beware, because complaints are a poison,” he said, 
and they stop “the desire to go forward” from growing. 

People must pray and get in touch with their deepest 
desire to know what they want from their lives, the pope 

said. 
Ask God to “help us know our deepest desire, that God 

himself  has placed in our heart,” he said, and “perhaps the 
Lord will give us the strength to make it come true.” 

“Because he, too, has a great desire for us: to make us 
share in his fullness of  life,” Pope Francis said.

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the  
Fall Fix-Up Advertisements. (859) 392-1572

Complaints, coupled with inaction, are poison, pope says
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Pope Francis blesses a pregnant woman during his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican Oct. 12, 2022. 



Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — Catholic immigration advocates are 
emphasizing that the Oct. 5 ruling by a federal appeals court 
— finding the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram is unlawful — sends another signal that permanent leg-
islation is needed to protect young immigrants from deporta-
tion and put them on a path to U.S. citizenship. 

A three-judge panel of  the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of  
Appeals in New Orleans affirmed a lower court’s ruling last 
year that said the Obama administration did not have the 
legal authority in 2012 to create DACA in the first place. 

This appeals court decision, similar to the ruling last sum-
mer from a federal judge in Texas, prevents the Biden admin-
istration from enrolling new participants in the program. 

The new court decision continues to leave DACA in limbo. 

It did not say the program had to completely shut down or 
stop processing renewal applications, but it leaves in place 
last year’s order from U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen that 
said DACA could continue only for current recipients with no 
new participants. 

The 5th Circuit also returned the case to the lower court 
asking the judge to review new DACA regulations the Biden 
administration announced in August and set to go into effect 
Oct. 31. 

“DACA, like asylum, the border — immigration policy 
writ large — doesn’t belong in the courts,” Dylan Corbett, 
executive director of  Hope Border Institute, tweeted after the 
ruling was announced. “Congress and the White House need 
to pass legislation that honors our values, the rights and dig-
nity of  those who migrate, and the contributions of  those who 
make America home.” 

Similarly, Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc., or 
CLINIC, tweeted Oct. 5 that the court’s decision “only exacer-
bates the uncertainty felt by current and future #DACA recip-
ients. We must enact permanent legislative solutions so 
#DACA recipients can live and work in the U.S. — free from 
fear or threat of  deportation!” 

In a statement the next day, CLINIC executive director 
Anna Gallagher said the court’s decision was wrong and 
“only exacerbates the uncertainty felt by current and poten-
tial DACA recipients.” 

“DACA recipients are our neighbors, friends, family mem-
bers and co-workers. They are vital members of  our commu-
nities,” she said. 

“Most importantly, as Catholics, we know they are our 
brothers and sisters. It is imperative that Congress enacts per-
manent legislative solutions” to enable them to continue to 
live and work in the United States, she added. 

Patricia McGuire, president of  Trinity Washington 
University — where DACA students make up 10% of  the 
enrollment — called the ruling “just terrible.” 

In an Oct. 5 tweet, she said: “What is wrong with this coun-
try that it cannot allow such a simple act to exist without a 
devastating legal challenge? DACA recipients are hard-work-
ing, tax-paying, upstanding members of  our communities, as 
college students they are brilliant and ambitious.” 

And Cabrini Immigrant Services of  New York City 
retweeted messages from a local immigration group urging 
current DACA recipients to renew their status as soon as pos-
sible and urging President Joe Biden and Congress to take 
action on this issue now. 

Catholic immigration advocates expressed similar frustra-
tion with last year’s decision by the lower court where the 
judge ruled in favor of  Texas and eight other states that filed 
suit in 2018 against DACA. 

The states argued that President Barack Obama — who 
created the program by executive order — did not have the 
authority to do so because he bypassed Congress. 

The states that joined Texas in the lawsuit — Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska, South 
Carolina and West Virginia — also said the program has been 
a financial strain. 

DACA has enabled about 700,000 qualifying young people, 
described as Dreamers to work, go to college, get health insur-
ance, a driver’s license and not face deportation. These young 
adults were brought to the U.S. as children by their parents 
without legal documentation. 

Last summer, Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. 
Dorsonville, chairman of  the Committee on Migration of  the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops, said the bishops were 
disappointed with judge’s ruling, but they also have known  
DACA “was never meant to be a permanent solution for 
Dreamers.” He also said at the time that this issue calls for 
Congress to do something. 

In an Oct. 6 statement, Bishop Dorsonville had a similar 
reaction to the appeals court ruling, saying: “We implore 
Congress, Republicans and Democrats alike, to provide a per-
manent solution for all Dreamers out of  respect for their God-
given dignity.” 

“Until we have that solution, each new challenge to the 
DACA program creates further uncertainty and anguish for 
hundreds of  thousands of  people and their families,” he 
added. 

Dreamers are “integral members of  our communities,” he 
continued. “For many, the United States is the only home they 
know. But despite their daily contributions to the welfare of  
our nation, Dreamers are not afforded the same liberties as 
their native-born neighbors. This is a grave injustice unbefit-
ting a moral society, and it must be remedied without further 
delay.” 

Bishop Dorsonville noted that multiple bills are currently 
pending before the U.S. Congress that would provide perma-
nent relief  to Dreamers, including the American Dream and 
Promise Act and the Dream Act, both of  which have been 
endorsed by the USCCB. 

In response to this latest ruling, the Justice Department 
said it would “vigorously defend the lawfulness of  DACA as 
this case proceeds,” and Biden said in a statement Oct. 5 that 
he was disappointed with it. 

“The court’s stay provides a temporary reprieve for DACA 
recipients, but one thing remains clear: The lives of  Dreamers 
remain in limbo,” he said, adding: “It is long past time for 
Congress to pass permanent protections for Dreamers, 
including a pathway to citizenship.” 
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Church leaders: Moving British Embassy 
to Jerusalem ‘counterproductive’ 

JERUSALEM — Christian patriarchs and heads of  churches in 
Jerusalem noted “with grave concern” British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss’ call for her government to review moving the British 
Embassy to Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. In a statement Oct. 
10, the church leaders called the embassy review a “further imped-
iment to advancing the already moribund peace process. Rather 
than commit valuable governmental resources to such a counter-
productive endeavor, we encourage the British prime minister and 
government to instead redouble their diplomatic efforts toward 
facilitating the restart of  negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority,” they said. Both Israelis and Palestinians 
claim Jerusalem as their capital. The request for review for the 
embassy move was made by the Conservative Friends of  Israel, 
said the bishops. The British government and most other coun-
tries have maintained their embassies in Tel Aviv, waiting for a 
final agreement to be reached on the “Corpus separatum,” granti-
ng Jerusalem special status as a city holy to Christians, Muslims 
and Jews. This special status aims to safeguard the freedom of  
religion, respect and access to Jerusalem’s holy places and its 
sacred character as a holy city. 

 

Accra church officials help residents 
flooded out by dam overspill 

ACCRA, Ghana — The Archdiocese of  Accra is appealing for 
support for Ghanaians affected by floods in the southern part of  
the city after heavy rains caused spillage from the Weija dam. 
Some people took shelter in St. Peter Catholic Church, but water 
even got into the building. The dam, located in the Weija-Gbawe 
Municipality in the Greater Accra Region, serves as the source of  
potable water for more than half  of  the 5.4 million population of  
the national capital. After the rains in early October cause the 
spillage, on Oct. 5 Archbishop John Bonaventure Kwofie appealed 
to societies and groups in the church to come to the aid of  the peo-
ple with food and clothing. People “need our help,” the archbishop 
said. “If  individuals don’t know how to send help, my office and 
Father Elvis Mensah are ready to help.” On Oct. 7, Father Mensah 
of  St. Peter Church said: “The water level remains high even 

though we were told that the gates of  the dam have been closed. 
Some of  our faithful and non-Catholics are lodging in the main 
church. Others have moved out of  the community for personal 
safety.” 

 

Miracles come from loving God and 
one another ‘intensely,’ bishop says 

ST. MARTINS, Mo. — God can work miracles with every per-
son, and “he wants you to perform a lot of  miracles by loving him 
intensely and loving our brothers and sisters,” Bishop W. Shawn 
McKnight of  Jefferson City, Missouri, told the children and teach-
ers of  St. Martin School in St. Martins. He made the remarks in 
his homily at morning Mass in St. Martin Church Oct. 4, the feast 
of  St. Francis of  Assisi. It was a historic day for the growing com-
munity just west of  Jefferson City — “probably a once-in-a-life-
time experience for us,” said Father Jason Doke, St. Martin’s pas-
tor. Bishop McKnight concelebrated the Mass with four fellow 
bishops, including an eparch of  the Eastern Catholic Church, who 
serve on the U.S. Conference of  Catholics Bishops’ Subcommittee 
on the Catholic Home Missions. Bishop McKnight is the subcom-
mittee’s chairman. The visiting prelates were: Bishop Chad W. 
Zielinski of  New Ulm, Minnesota; Bishop Michael W. Warfel of  
Great Falls-Billings, Montana; Bishop Anthony B. Taylor of  Little 
Rock, Arkansas; and Bishop Bohdan J. Danylo of  the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of  St. Josaphat, which is based in Parma, Ohio, 
and covers all or part of  seven states. Bishop McKnight noted the 
visiting bishops’ home dioceses are in many ways like the 
Jefferson City Diocese — “a little bit more rural, perhaps not hav-
ing as many Catholics, but nonetheless very vibrant.” 

 

Time for a new approach toward North 
Korea, peace conference proposes 

WASHINGTON — Participants at a Catholic-led conference on 
peace on the Korean Peninsula said it might be time to rethink 
how to engage with North Korea, because economic sanctions and 
displays of  military strength have not deterred the country from 
aggressively pursuing a nuclear weapons development program. 
Such a reset, conference speakers said, could renew cross-border 
exchanges between North Korea and South Korea, see the wider 
delivery of  humanitarian aid to the North, lead to greater oppor-
tunities for family reunification and eventual reversal of  wide-
spread human rights abuses. The Oct. 5-6 event at The Catholic 

University of  America brought together leading advocates for 
peace in northeast Asia, including South Korean and American 
church leaders, representatives of  nongovernmental organiza-
tions, and academic experts to explore ways to overcome the deep 
distrust of  the North and its young leader, Kim Jong Un. The 
threat of  North Korea’s nuclear weapons program and what some 
called Kim’s unpredictability prevailed during the two days of  dis-
cussions. Nearly to a person, attendees were wary of  Kim’s 
expanding military goals — with six missile test launches since 
Sept. 24, including a flyover of  Japan, and a possible nuclear test 
looming. The annual series began in 2017, and presenters during 
the sixth conference said it was doubtful Kim would be willing to 
change course under threat from the United States. Instead, they 
called for creativity and widening the diplomatic field to include 
Japan and other nations in seeking to end 70-plus years of  conflict. 

 

Philippine bishop says it’s too early to 
judge country’s new president 

MANILA, Philippines — A Catholic bishop in the Philippines 
says it’s too early to judge the performance of  President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who took office in June after a landslide 
electoral victory over a candidate widely backed by many priests 
and other church leaders. “The change of  leadership in govern-
ment will set new directions for the country, and it’s too soon to 
judge the way it is behaving itself,” said Bishop Pablo Virgilio 
David of  Kalookan, president of  the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of  the Philippines. Yet Bishop David, citing the example of  the 
current president’s father, Ferdinand Marcos Sr., who was over-
thrown in a 1986 popular uprising, said the church will not toler-
ate the abuse of  power. “These new leaders now in power know 
well that the church was never comfortable with them. The presi-
dent’s late father knew very well that the church, as an institution, 
took a stand against the dictatorship. We didn’t mince words about 
referring to his father’s government as dictatorial and illegiti-
mate. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference made a very categorical 
stand against that dictatorship. And they never forgot that,” 
Bishop David told Catholic News Service. Nonetheless, Bishop 
David says the son deserves to be judged for his own actions, not 
those of  his father. “This president won an election following the 
constitution that unseated his father. And he’s aware of  that. 
We’re now a democratic country with democratic institutions in 
place. He has to respect that. He has to respect the law,” Bishop 
David said.
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

The artwork of  Sarah Patchell, a freshman at St. 
Patrick School, Maysville, was chosen for Bishop John 
Iffert’s Thanksgiving thank you cards. The young artist 
presented her drawing to Bishop Iffert, Oct. 6, at the Curia. 
Ms. Patchell said that she loves art and is particularly 
drawn to the artistic style of  realism. 

“I just like how real it looks. When you can’t tell if  that’s 
just a picture from a camera or if  it’s a piece of  art some-
body did with their own hands, I love that. I want to do 

that,” she said. 
The artwork that will be on the front of  the thank you 

card features a pencil drawing of  Jesus. Ms. Patchell said 
that she spent several hours working on the drawing, 
which began in prayer. 

“I said a prayer right before I drew it because I wanted 
God to help me make it perfect for me. I don’t want to mess 
up on a drawing on somebody who is perfect,” she said. 

On the back of  the original drawing Ms. Patchell wrote 
her prayer: 

“Jesus, my Savior, my creator, my Lord and my light. 
Thank you for this day; for 
giving me another chance 
to live life. I don’t deserve 

this. Thank you for all these blessings; I’ve done nothing to 
deserve them. I love you, and thanks again, Lord.” 

Bishop Iffert encouraged her saying “the best pattern in 
life is to pray, to ask God every time we do anything impor-
tant to us.” 

Ms. Patchell isn’t the only artist in the family. Her father 
is a talented artist and has shared his gift with his daugh-
ters, teaching them techniques he has learned. Leah, her 
sister, had her artwork chosen for Bishop Iffert’s thank you 
card last year. 

Each year, thank you cards are sent to donors of  the 
Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal along with a reply card for 
prayer requests.

Thanksgiving card artist cites prayer as inspiration


