
Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

Women religious gathered for a Mass celebrating the 50 and 60 
year jubilees of  a number of  their sisters, Saturday, Nov. 5, at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington. The Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop John Iffert, with Deacon Gerald R. Franzen 
assisting. In his homily, Bishop Iffert congratulated the sisters cele-
brating their jubilees.  

“He says, if  you want to be my disciple, you must take up your 
cross and follow me,” said Bishop Iffert, reflecting on the call of  dis-
cipleship from God granted to all religious.  

“When you were young, remember back to the days of  your pro-
fession— remember the joy that you gave? You were so on fire. You 
were ready to do whatever somebody asked you to do,” Bishop Iffert 
said, “If  the Lord or your superior asked you to go to another coun-
try, to another world … you would do it!” 

“Then, you realize it wasn’t going to be that easy.” He continued, 
“The mistake that we make when we think of  the crucifixion is we 
think of  only three hours.” Instead, Bishop Iffert says, the passion 
of  Christ encompasses all of  his struggles, every rejection and 
betrayal. “There is no suffering you have known that Jesus has not 
known. There is no way you have been asked to carry your cross 
that Jesus has not carried first,” he said. 

Included in the Mass was a Renewal of  Vows for the sisters, 
where the jubilarians re-professed their commitment “to the life of  
Christ in the Gospel.”  

Bishop Iffert concluded his homily by affirming God’s love 
through and for the jubilarians. 

“You have loved and are loved. By God, Christ Jesus, his Holy 
Spirit and the Church … no matter what questions or concerns or 
uncertainties you have discerned, you are loved … that’s the 
jubilee!” he said.

Staff  report 
Amendment 2, a decision before Kentucky voters denying a con-

stitutional right to abortion that the Associated Press determined 
“too close to call” until the sun rose the morning after Election Day, 
ultimately failed. In its report on the defeat of  Amendment 2, the 
AP reported that “the amendment’s defeat will have no practical 
impact on the right to an abortion if  a sweeping ban on the proce-
dure approved by lawmakers survives a legal challenge presently 
before the state Supreme Court. Still, the amendment’s rejection 
leaves open the possibility that abortion could be declared a state 
right by the court.” 

In response to the rejection of  Amendment 2 by Kentucky vot-
ers, the Roman Catholic Bishops of  Kentucky — Archbishop 
Shelton Fabre of  Louisville, Bishop John Iffert of  Covington, 
Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv., of  Lexington and Bishop William 
Medley of  Owensboro — have issued the following statement: 

“We are disappointed by the rejection of  Amendment 2 by 
Kentucky voters. This is not the end of  the debate or of  the need to 

work diligently to increase respect for the dignity of  each and every 
human life. 

“We pray that the defeat of  the Amendment will not lead the 
courts to assume the role of  determining public policy on abortion. 
The General Assembly is the proper venue to settle such deeply 
divisive issues. 

“We acknowledge that there are serious concerns that led people 
to vote against the amendment. We must continue to insist on legal 
protection for unborn human life, but we also stand ready to work 
with all people of  good will to advance policies that support 
Kentuckians in vulnerable situations and that ensure access to 
health care for all. 

“The defeat of  Amendment 2 is cause for sadness, but also a call 
to redouble our efforts at ensuring that every Kentuckian has the 
support they need to thrive. We renew our commitment to work 
with legislators to pass laws that protect the unborn, support 
women and families and respect human life and dignity in all 
stages of  life.”
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Diocesan sisters celebrate Mass for jubilarians

(above left) Bishop Iffert addresses 
the congregation at the beginning 
of  the Women Religious Jubilee 
Mass, November 5. 
(above right) Sister Mary Rita 
Geoppinger, SND (left) and Mother 
Mary Christina Murray, SJW 
(right) present the gifts to Bishop 
Iffert. 
(left) Following the Jubilee Mass, 
Bishop Iffert stands for a photo-
graph with the jubilarians. 
Celebrating 50 years is Sister 
Cynthia Fehrenback, CDP. 
Celebrating 60 years are Sister 
Dorothy Schuette, OSB, Sister 
Florette Marie Adams, SND, Sister 
Mary Rita Geoppinger, SND, Sister 
Mary Judeann Luekan, SND, 
Sister Margaret Mary Jacobs, CDP 
and Sister Mary Joyce Moeller, 
CDP. 

Baker photos



Laura Keener 
Editor 

Each year, the Vatican hosts a week-long 
course for newly appointed bishops. The 
course is organized by the Dicastery for 
Bishops, the Dicastery for Evangelization and 
the Dicastery for Eastern Churches. This year, 
Bishop John Iffert took part in the course, 
which ended with a session with Pope Francis, 
Sept. 19. Upon his return to Covington, the 
Messenger sat down, Sept. 22, with Bishop Iffert 
to learn about his experience. Publication of  
the interview has been delayed so that a photo 
of  Bishop Iffert with Pope Francis could be 
obtained and included. 

 
Question: What was the overall theme of  
the session? 

 
Bishop Iffert: It was clearly a program of  for-
mation for new bishops that centered upon liv-
ing that reality in a synodal Church; that’s a 
Church where the ethic is around listening, 
about exercising that authority in a way that’s 
first based on listening to people and making 
use of  the talents and abilities that others have. 
There was a time in the Church where priests 
were expected to know everything and to be the only deci-
sion makers. This process the Pope is renewing — a 
process that is ancient — emphasizes a way, a path for the 
Church to move forward, emphasizing that there is wis-
dom in the entire body of  Christ; there’s experience, 
there’s skills that are there and that the Church needs all 
of  that. It invites us to walk together in a way where 
authority still is exercised by bishops and pastors, but 
always in community, always with others, not imposed 
upon others. 

It recognizes that there’s been some misuse of  authori-
ty in the past, and especially in the areas that we know 
most recently in sex abuse and in the response to sex 
abuse. It recognizes that the path forward is going to have 
to reestablish trust, is going to have to be as open, as con-
sultative as we can be. That doesn’t mean that the teach-
ings of  the Church are up for grabs. But it does mean that, 
in applying the teaching of  the Church, we need to listen to 
the wisdom of  the people entrusted to us. That’s the 
process as it was presented. The purpose of  the pope in 
renewing this process in the Church is to build trust, to 
reestablish those connections that helped to strengthen 
and support the life of  the Church in the past and where 
the needs are very pronounced right now because of  the 
wounds that the Church has suffered. 

 
Question: You did get to meet Pope Francis. You sat in 
a room with over a hundred other bishops and he took 
questions. Tell me what that experience was like? 
What was his overall message to the bishops? 

 

Bishop Iffert: When you are in Rome, you can’t help but 
realize that you are in the place where Peter died a mar-
tyr’s death and Paul died a martyr’s death; where cen-
turies of  the early Church both experienced growth and 
experienced suffering. You’re always aware of  that con-
nectedness with that early Church and with that early wit-
ness. Certainly Pope Francis is a sacramentalizing of  that, 
that his office as the Vicar of  Christ, as the Holy Father, 
that his office as Bishop of  Rome, in a way embodies that 
like no other building, no other church, the city itself, 
can’t. He does, he embodies that. To be in a room with him 
was the privilege of  a life. You realize that when you’re in 
a room with him, that you’re in a room where the Church 
Universal is. That was the first thing. 

Then to be there with 179 other bishops, so there were 
180 of  us total, and to be there in that room, and to be able 
to listen. I only was able to understand him because a 
Brazilian Bishop, who speaks both English and Italian flu-
ently, whispered to me the whole translation of  everything 
that the Pope was saying. That was great. He (Pope 
Francis) spoke on the themes you’ve come to expect Pope 
Francis to speak on. He spoke about the need for bishops to 
stay close to their people. He spoke about the need for bish-
ops to especially stay close to the poor. He encouraged us. 
If  bishops have prisons in their diocese he encouraged us 
to make sure that they’re visiting those prisons. He spoke 
about his experience of  presiding at the Holy Thursday 
Liturgy and washing feet in prisons and how meaningful 
that has been for him. He sees those prisons and those 
incarcerated people as being a place for primary evange-
lization. He encouraged us in that way. 

He encouraged us to love 
the Church. He encouraged 
us to be more in love with the 
local Church and the people 
that we serve than with 
being a bishop or having a 
Church career. He encour-
aged us to be focused on our 
relationship with the dio-
cese, like a relationship with 
a spouse. He said very clear-
ly, if  you don’t love the 
Church you’ve been given, 
you’re committing adultery. 
It was just all those themes 
that we’ve heard from the 
Holy Father over and over 
again. He emphasized those 
for the bishops as we start 
our ministry. 

 
Question: You had a few 
seconds with Pope Francis 

personally? 
 

Bishop Iffert: Yes, a few seconds. I 
thought about what I should say. I basical-
ly had time to say my name and that I was 
from the Diocese of  Covington, Kentucky. 
He smiled and nodded, and that was about 
it. I had a bag full of  little metals and 
things that I had purchased for staff  and 
for some other folks and I held those up 
and said, “Could you bless these for my 
people?” And he did. He was glad to and he 
kind of  smiled and chuckled at that. That 
was about it. You’ll notice in the picture 
when I’m shaking the Pope’s hand, in my 
left hand you’ll see little a bag. That’s what 
that is. Those are the metals that I wanted 
to bring back. 

 
Question: Have you been to Rome 
before?  
Bishop Iffert: Yeah, just as a pilgrim, 
back in 2013. That was my last visit. 

 
Question: So what was it like being a 
bishop in Rome? 
Bishop Iffert: You know, it was different. 

One of  the things was that I had a lot more difficulty 
because I didn’t know Italian. On my first visit it was no 
issue at all that I didn’t know Italian. But because I was 
dressed in in clerical dress and had my Bishop’s pectoral 
cross, people would stop and ask me directions or ask for 
information because they assumed that I belonged there. 
In some ways it made that travel a little bit harder. But also, 
I spent a lot of  time this trip in St. Peter’s Basilica. There 
is a special connection there because the tomb of  St. Peter 
is there, under the altar at St. Peter’s Basilica. To know 
that that ministry, that stems from Peter and from Paul, 
has been shared with me, that really did make that visit to 
“the witness,” they call it, — the little spot for prayer that 
is just outside of  a wall separating the tomb of  St. Peter 
from the body of  the church — to visit that and to be able 
to thank God and ask for Peters prayers in exercising this 
ministry, that was very, very striking. Very powerful for 
me. 

 
Question: Were there any other highlights during the 
trip? 
Bishop Iffert: One of  the great highlights was on the 
Sunday before we met with Pope Francis, the planners of  
the conference arranged for us to go for a tour of  the 
Sistine Chapel. I almost passed it up because I’ve toured 
the Sistine Chapel. But this was a time like no other. The 
Sistine Chapel had not yet opened to tourism for that day 
and so we were taken into the Sistine Chapel into the 
neighboring Paul VI chapel, which not a lot of  people get 
to go into. We basically were left there for two hours to 
spend there … we were allowed to sit and contemplate the 
beauty of  the place and pray. That was amazing. That was 
amazing. 

I also celebrated Mass over the tomb of  St. Sebastian. So 
many children take St. Sebastian as their confirmation 
name and so I was able to celebrate Mass over his tomb; 
that was very moving, to celebrate Mass there in the cata-
combs where the saint had been buried. I learned later that 
his relics where actually directly above me, the empty 
tomb where he had been placed was below the altar where 
I celebrated. That was very moving and a connection with 
the life of  the early Church. 

I should mention, too, that just the opportunity to spend 
more than a week with 180 bishops from around the world 
— there were bishops there not only from the United 
States, but also from all over Latin America, all over 
Western and Eastern Europe — just having that experi-
ence of  the Universal Church was amazing. One evening, 
we had a special meal and then the seminarians sang for 
us and then each national group got up and sang a song 
from their own country and it was just a joy. There was 
such a good spirit there; it just fills you with hope and 
renewal.
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Grab the Baby Jesus from your 
home nativity scene and bring  
your family to join Bishop John 
Iffert for blessings, hot chocolate, 
homemade cookies, live Christmas 
choirs and more! 

Saturday, Dec. 10,  
6–8:30 p.m.  
at St. Mary’s Park, Cathedral Square, 
Covington.

Bishop Iffert experiences an anewed connection  
with Universal Church while in Rome
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Laura Keener 
Editor 

Over 150 people attended the Northern Kenton County 
Deanery Strategy Session, Nov. 7, held at St. Agnes Parish, 
Ft. Wright. Brendan Menuey, leadership consultant, 
Catholic Leadership Institute led the two-hour listening 
and sharing session. To begin the session, Bishop John 
Iffert spoke about the purpose of  the meeting and how it 
integrates with the With One Heart strategic pastoral 
planning and leadership development initiative begun in 
the Diocese of  Covington, Sept. 30. Nearly 40 minutes of  
the session had attendees in small group discussion on the 
top challenges and successes of  their parish and the dio-
cese. The meeting ended with groups sharing their discus-
sion with the entire group. Each group enlisted one of  its 
participants as a scribe so that all discussion points could 
be collected and reviewed by Mr. Menuey and the With 
One Heart Planning Commission. This information will 
be considered as the Planning Commission develops its 
strategic plan proposal, which will be presented to Bishop 
Iffert in September 2023. 

Deanery Strategy Sessions are one way that everyone 
in the Diocese of  Covington can participate in the With 
One Heart initiative. The next and final Deanery Strategy 
Session will be held Dec. 6 at the Curia, Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium, Covington. Everyone who has not 
already participated in a Deanery Strategy Session is wel-
come and encouraged to attend. Coming in Lent 2023, 
everyone will be asked to participate in a survey, the 
Disciple Maker Index — a key component of  the With One 
Heart initiative.

Growing number of people attend ‘With 
One Heart’ Deanery Strategy Sessions

Nov. 12 
Permanent Deacon 
meeting, Curia,  
Bishop Howard 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Covington, 9–noon 

Nov. 13 
6th World Day  
of the Poor 

Nov. 14–17 
USCCB General 

Meeting 

Nov. 17  
Priest Holy Hour, 
Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, 
Covington, 3 p.m. 

Nov. 22 
Advisory Council,  
9:30 a.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Plan to Attend —  
Deanery Strategy Sessions 

The With One Heart pastoral planning process 
will begin by listening to needs and hopes of 
clergy, religious and lay faithful. Everyone with a 
heart for the Diocese and their parish are  
encouraged to participate in a Deanery Strategy 
Session. Sessions are open to everyone, not just 
parishioners of the host deanery.  
All sessions are from 7–9 p.m. 

Dec. 6 
Covington Deanery 
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,  
Diocesan Curia, Covington 

Commemorating 35 years of  service 
Elaine Schaser, benefits coordinator for the Diocese of  Covington, retires after 35 years serving the 
people of  the diocese and four of  the diocese’s bishops. The diocesan Curia held a luncheon celebrating 
Ms. Schaser’s retirement at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington.

Baker photos

Keener photos

(above left) At the Northern Kenton County Deanery “With 
One Heart” Strategy Session, Nov. 7, over 150 people broke 
into small groups to talk about their parish’s strengths and 
weaknesses and how parishes and the diocese might better 
address the needs of  families.  

(above right) Bishop John Iffert welcomed and thanked 
attendees for participating. 

 (left) Carla Molina, leadership consultant, Catholic 
Leadership Institute, who, over the next four years, will be 
leading the Diocese of  Covington’s With One Heart Core 
Team, listens as one of  the small groups shares an  
identified priority with the larger group.  

(below) Brendan Menuey, leadership consultant, Catholic 
Leadership Institute, offers instructions on the night’s  
proceedings.
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COMMENTARY

Mother Alfred and the need for Women Religious
My new hero is Mother Alfred Moes. I realize that she 

is not a household name, even among Catholics, but she 
should be. She came on my radar screen only after I 

became the Bishop of  the 
Diocese of  Winona-
Rochester, where Mother 
Alfred did most of  her 
work and where she lies 
buried. Hers is a story of  
remarkable courage, faith, 
perseverance and sheer 
moxie. Trust me, once you 
take in the details of  her 
adventures, you will be put 
in mind of  a number of  
other gritty Catholic 
Mothers: Cabrini, Teresa, 
Drexel and Angelica, to 
name a few. 

Mother Alfred was born Maria Catherine Moes in 
Luxembourg in 1828. As a young girl, she became fasci-
nated by the possibility of  doing missionary work among 
the native peoples of  North America. Accordingly, she 
journeyed with her sister to the New World in 1851. First, 
she joined the School Sisters of  Notre Dame in 
Milwaukee but then transferred to the Holy Cross Sisters 
in La Porte, Indiana, a group associated with Father 
Sorin, CSC, the founder of  the University of  Notre Dame. 
After clashing with her superiors — a rather typical hap-
penstance for this very feisty and confident lady — she 
made her way to Joliet, Illinois, where she became superi-
or of  a new congregation of  Franciscan sisters, taking 
the name “Mother Alfred.” When Bishop Foley of  
Chicago tried to interfere with the finances and building 
projects of  her community, she set out for greener pas-
tures in Minnesota, where the great Archbishop Ireland 

took her in and allowed her to establish a school in 
Rochester. 

You’re looking for a feminist hero? You can keep 
Gloria Steinem; I’ll take Mother Alfred any day of  the 
week. 

It was in that tiny town in southern Minnesota that 
God commenced to work powerfully through her. In 1883, 
a terrible tornado tore through Rochester, killing many 
and leaving many others homeless and destitute. A local 
doctor, William Worrall Mayo, undertook the task of  car-
ing for the victims of  the disaster. Overwhelmed by the 
number of  injured, he called upon Mother Alfred’s sisters 
to help him. Though they were teachers rather than nurs-
es and had no formal training in medicine, they accepted 
the mission. 

In the wake of  the debacle, Mother calmly informed 
Dr. Mayo that she had a vision that a hospital should be 
built in Rochester, not simply to serve that local commu-
nity, but rather the whole world. Astonished by this utter-
ly unrealistic proposal, Dr. Mayo told Mother that she 
would need to raise $40,000 (an astronomical figure for 
that time and place) in order to build such a facility. She 
in turn told the doctor that if  she managed to raise the 
funds and build the hospital, she expected him and his 
two physician sons to staff  the place. Within a short span 
of  time, she procured the money, and the St. Mary’s 
Hospital was established. 

As I’m sure you’ve already surmised, this was the seed 
from which the mighty Mayo Clinic would grow, a hospi-
tal system that indeed, as Mother Alfred envisioned long 
ago, serves the entire world. This intrepid nun continued 
her work as builder, organizer and administrator, not 
only of  the hospital that she had founded, but of  a num-
ber of  other institutions in southern Minnesota until her 
death in 1899 at the age of  71. 

Just a few weeks ago, I wrote about the pressing need 

in our diocese for priests, and I urged everyone to become 
part of  a mission to increase vocations to the priesthood. 
With Mother Alfred in mind, might I take the occasion 
now to call for more vocations to women’s religious life? 

Somehow the last three generations of  women have 
tended to see religious life as unworthy of  their consider-
ation. The number of  nuns has plummeted since the 
Second Vatican Council, and most Catholics, when asked 
about this, would probably say that being a religious sis-
ter is just not a viable prospect in our feminist age. 
Nonsense! 

Mother Alfred left her home as a very young woman; 
crossed the ocean to a foreign land; became a religious; 
followed her instincts and sense of  mission, even when 
this brought her into conflict with powerful superiors, 
including a number of  bishops; inspired Dr. Mayo to 
establish the most impressive medical center on the plan-
et; and presided over the development of  an order of  sis-
ters who went on to build and staff  numerous institu-
tions of  healing and teaching. She was a woman of  
extraordinary intelligence, drive, passion, courage and 
inventiveness. 

If  someone had suggested to her that she was living a 
life unworthy of  her gifts or beneath her dignity, I imag-
ine she would have a few choice words in response. You’re 
looking for a feminist hero? You can keep Gloria Steinem; 
I’ll take Mother Alfred any day of  the week. 

So if  you know a young woman who would make a 
good religious, who is marked by smarts, energy, creativi-
ty, and get-up-and-go, share with her the story of  Mother 
Alfred Moes. And tell her that she might aspire to that 
same kind of  heroism. 

Most Rev. Robert Barron is bishop of  the Diocese of  
Winona-Rochester, Minnesota. Article originally published 
at WordOnFire.org.
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Bishop Robert Barron

WORD ON FIRE

Three pontificates and Vatican II 
On the morning of  October 17, 1978, the newly-elected 

Pope John Paul II concelebrated Mass with the College of  
Cardinals and pledged that the program of  his papacy 
would be the full implementation of  the Second Vatican 

Council. That was his 
“definitive duty,” for the 
Council had been “an event 
of  utmost importance” in 
the two millennia of  
Christian history. As I 
explain in To Sanctify the 
World: The Vital Legacy of  
Vatican II (Basic Books), 
the next 26-and-a-half  years 
saw John Paul II fulfill that 
pledge, for his pontificate 
was an epic of  teaching 
and witness that helped 
provide the Council the 
interpretive keys it had not 
given itself. 

Unlike the previous 20 ecumenical councils, Vatican II 
did not articulate or identify a definitive key to its proper 
interpretation: something that made clear that “This is 
what we mean.” Other councils had written creeds, 
defined dogmas, condemned heresies, legislated canons 
into Church law and commissioned catechisms. Vatican 
II did none of  those things, which was one reason why a 
donnybrook over the Council’s intention and meaning 
ensued. 

In the 1975 apostolic exhortation “Evangelii 
Nuntiandi” (“Announcing the Gospel”), Pope Paul VI 
began the process of  giving the Council-without-keys an 
authoritative interpretation by recalling John XXIII’s 
original intention for the Council: Vatican II was to 

launch the Church on a revitalized mission of  Christ-cen-
tered evangelization. John Paul II filled in the blanks of  
what that new evangelization would involve with his 
voluminous magisterium — and by his pastoral visit to 
the Holy Land in March 2000, which reminded the 
Church that Christianity began with a personal 
encounter with the Risen Lord Jesus, who must be ever at 
the center of  the Church’s proposal and proclamation to 
the world. 

At John Paul II’s side during this great work of  provid-
ing the keys to the Council was Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, who would succeed the Polish pope as Pope 
Benedict XVI. Like his papal predecessor, Ratzinger was a 
man of  the Council; in fact, the young Bavarian theolo-
gian had been one of  the three most influential theologi-
cal advisers to the conciliar bishops. So it was not sur-
prising that, in his first Christmas address to the Roman 
Curia in 2005, Benedict XVI should have forthrightly 
addressed the question of  the proper interpretation of  
Vatican II. 

Like the man who summoned it, Pope John XXIII, 
Pope Benedict knew that the Council was not convened to 
reinvent Catholicism; that was not what ecumenical 
councils do. Rather, the Council was intended to rekindle 
the Church’s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and renew the 
Church’s experience of  the Holy Spirit, so that, like the 
disciples after the first Christian Pentecost, the Church 
would be emboldened for radical mission. Thus Vatican 
II, he taught, should be understood as a Council that 
developed the Church’s tradition organically. Vatican II 
was not a rupture with tradition, but a deepening of  the 
Church’s self-understanding in continuity with divine 
revelation. 

Which is why, in “To Sanctify the World,” I suggest 
that the pontificates of  John Paul II and Benedict XVI 

should be understood as one, continuous, 35-year arc of  
conciliar interpretation, providing the keys that unlock 
Vatican II’s authoritative teaching and evangelical power. 

What, then, of  the present pontificate? 
Pope Francis has spoken of  his respect for the 

Council. And his call for a Church “permanently in mis-
sion” certainly reflects John XXIII’s original intention for 
Vatican II, which Pope John summed up in one succinct 
sentence in September 1962: “The purpose of  the Council 
is….evangelization.” Yet the present pontificate has 
diverged from the Council’s teaching in several ways. 

The Vatican’s current China policy contradicts the 
Council’s teaching that no rights or privileges are to be 
given governments in the appointment of  bishops — a 
teaching now legally embodied in Canon 337.5. The Holy 
See’s adherence to the 2019 Abu Dhabi Declaration and its 
claim that the plurality of  religions is an expression of  
God’s will does not sit easily with the Council’s proclama-
tion of  Jesus Christ as the one, unique redeemer of  
humanity: the Lord who is the center of  history and the 
cosmos. One of  Vatican II’s signal accomplishments was 
its strong affirmation of  the authority to govern con-
ferred by sacramental ordination to the episcopate; 
recent reforms of  the Roman Curia, the deposition of  
bishops without due process and curial diktats about the 
proper celebration of  Mass (and even the content of  
parish bulletins!) undercut that authority. And the pontifi-
cate’s exceptionally narrow interpretation of  the 
Council’s teaching on the liturgy has made the implemen-
tation of  Vatican II even more contentious. 

These disparities will be a focus of  the next papal con-
clave. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of  the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE
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COMMENTARY

Niagara Falls
My wife, Leah and I along with Leah’s sister, Debbie 

and her husband, John went to Niagara Falls for a long 
weekend recently. For those of  you who have never been I 
have to tell you that they are amazing. I was impressed by 

the amount of  water and 
the sheer power of  so 
much water spilling end-
lessly over the cliffs; and, 
of  course, the beauty. 

Two things that I’ve 
always thought were 
amazing about water is 
how all the water on earth 
today is the same water 
that was on earth at the 
beginning of  time. Water 
is always renewing itself  
through the cycle of  evap-
oration, condensation and 
precipitation. And the 
other thing about water is 
that at any given time 

water can be rain or snow or ice; it can be in an ocean or 
a backyard swimming pool; it can be a white, fluffy cloud 
high overhead or it could be deep in an underground cav-
ern or it could be coming out of  my tap while I’m brush-
ing my teeth.  

And if  we put these two together that means that the 
water that I watched cascading over Niagara Falls on that 
day could’ve been the same water that God’s Spirit hov-
ered over back when “the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of  the deep;” just 
before He said, “Let there be light…” 

The same water that I watched cascading over the falls 
at Niagara could’ve been the water that was once the 
water of  the River Jordan that John used to baptize 
Jesus; it could’ve been in the Sea of  Galilee where Jesus 
and St. Peter went for a walk; maybe it was the water that 
Jesus used to wash the Apostles’ feet at the Last Supper 
or maybe it was the water that spilled from Jesus side as 
He hung upon the cross. 

For that matter, it could’ve been the water that Father 
Joseph Collins poured over my head on February 2, 1958 
when he baptized me “in the name of  the Father, and of  
the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.” 

When I was struck by this thought that day at Niagara 
Falls, I suddenly felt like I was somehow reunited, after 63 
years, with the water of  my Baptism and I sensed, some-
how, that that water was still holy; and that the waters of  
Niagara Falls, while awesome for their power and the 
beauty, pale in comparison to the power and beauty of  
the waters of  Baptism. 

Deacon Timothy Britt is assigned to St. Mary Parish, 
Alexandria, Ky.

Wait, I thought I was helping you?Patient endurance 
one minute at a time It’s senior year of  high school for my oldest daughter. I 

really have no idea how we got here. Let me tell you that 
my girl has got it together. I want to be like her. Never 
have I ever needed to remind her to complete assign-
ments, check on her grades or practice her interests. In 

fact, it is more likely that 
she’s reminded me a few 
times of  a looming dead-
line or a payment we 
needed to make on her 
behalf. Not only does she 
possess the mature ability 
to prioritize and get 
things done, but she is 
also one cool, calm, col-
lected young lady. This kid 
bounces back from disap-
pointment and seldom 
gets rattled. Or she does a 
really good job of  disguis-
ing it. 

She’s preparing for this 
next phase in life. While it’s evident she is excited about 
what’s to come, the pressure of  knowing it’s more than 
another day in high school haunts her. Totally normal, 
totally natural — just foreign to her. 

This past weekend, I watched my girl take a break 
from the pressure of  application deadlines to spend time 
with her little sister. Little sister is getting serious about 
academic team at her school. She wants to be the person 
who knows all things language arts, just like her big sis-
ter at the same age. As I watched the two of  them talk 
about books, writing styles and sentence structure, I saw 
the stress melt away for my firstborn. She was needed. 
She had something to offer, and she was happy to do it. 
Big sis shared knowledge, patience, encouragement, 
smiles and a few jokes. My heart was full. 

At first glance, you would think that big sis was help-
ing her protégé. In reality, the help was reciprocal. The 
benefit to Miss Cool, Calm, Collected was also very clear. 

Many people join the ranks at the Society of  St. 
Vincent de Paul because they want to help people. 

However, talk to any seasoned Vincentian and they will 
tell you that the visits they make often help them just as 
much our neighbors in need of  assistance. 

A few dynamics come to light in this experience: 
Our struggling neighbors are grateful that we’ve taken 

the time to visit and learn more about their needs. 
Despite the circumstances they face, they welcome us 
when we arrive. This initial introduction results in a 
mutual feeling of  goodwill and lays the groundwork for a 
positive rapport between neighbor and Vincentian team. 

As you spend time with our neighbors in need, you 
realize that they are not that different from us. They are 
not news stories, stereotypes or statistics. These are real 
people we serve. We are all made in God’s image and like-
ness, just navigating different situations. A single mom 
trying to provide for her children. A grandparent unex-
pectedly raising his grandkids. A person not well enough 
or strong enough to earn a living wage. These are people 
who have taken the very difficult step to ask for help, to 
share a piece of  their personal struggle with you. You 
can’t help but feel humbled by their courage and commit-
ment to overcome the challenge they are facing. 

These visits with our neighbors provide an opportuni-
ty to love God. We are all busy. We all have our own hard-
ships. We often ask God to do something for us, to deliver 
us from our own problems. As mentioned, we are all 
made in God’s image and likeness. Encounters with our 
less fortunate neighbors put our Lord front and center in 
our lives. We get the chance to love God back and to grow 
in relationship with him. 

In listening to their stories, the Holy Spirit delivers a 
moment of  connection. We are reminded that alone we 
struggle, but together we can do more. For our neighbor, 
we bring fresh perspective, experience and access to 
resources that translate to a hopeful path forward. As 
Vincentians, we feel needed. We have something to offer, 
and we are happy to do it. We walk away not only leaving 
behind a renewed strength for that friend but inspired to 
continue our service to others. 

Now, who’s really helping who? 
Karen Zengel is executive director, Society of  St. Vincent 

de Paul Northern Kentucky.

The readings for the thirty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time — Cycle “C” are: Malachi 3:19-20; 2 
Thessalonians 3:7-12; and Luke 21:5-19. 

At a Halloween party hosted by a long-time friend, I 
met a woman who had recently lost a loved one. She told 

me of  her struggle in deal-
ing with her grief. She 
had recently participated 
in a meeting of  a support 
group for persons coping 
with the death of  a loved 
one. The topic for the 
meeting was: How to sur-
vive the holiday season. 
The advice, my new 
acquaintance informed 
me, was simple: Live not 
“one day,” but “one 
minute at a time.” 

It is important to live 
in the present moment. 
We cannot allow ourselves 

to be caught in the web of  dwelling on the past. Nor can 
we afford the anxiety of  fretting over the future. The 
Lord Jesus calls us to live in the present moment because 
he is present there and that is where he gives us the 
grace that will endure to eternal life. 

Many Israelites of  Jesus’ time gave in to the tempta-
tion of  dwelling on the past. When asked about the signif-
icance of  their religion and its practices, they would 
point to the magnificence of  the Temple in Jerusalem, 
the single greatest monument to their religion. It was 
impressive. But, in the time of  Christ, Jerusalem with its 
Temple was in occupied territory, controlled by the 
Romans. 

Rather than trying to cope with the circumstances in 
which they found themselves, many simply acquiesced in 
nostalgia of  the way things used to be. The Temple was a 
primary symbol of  that long lost past. Jesus warned 
them about the danger of  clinging to the past instead of  
finding God in the present. The Temple, he told them, 
“would all be torn down,” “not one stone ... left standing 
on another.” When that happened (as it did in 70 A.D.), 
only those who had been able to let go of  the past would 
be able to be at home with God in the present. 

There is another danger. Sometimes in our zeal, we 
push ourselves beyond the present moment and on into 
the future. Planning for the future is one thing, but being 
consumed by it is another. Jesus told us many things 
about the future: “Nations will rise against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom.” He spoke of  earthquakes, 
plagues, famines, fearful omens and great signs. But his 
message about these things was quite simple: Don’t 
worry about them. In speaking about the trials we will 
face and the witness we must give he admonished us to 
“resolve not to worry...” because he “will give us the 
words and wisdom...” which we will need. 

Several of  the early Christians of  Thessalonika 
(today’s first reading) had fallen into the trap of  living in 
the future. Convinced of  the imminence of  the second 
coming of  Christ, they literally quit living in the present. 
They abandoned their jobs, ate the food others provided, 
and waited for Christ to come in glory. Thus we find Paul 
warning them today that they must continue to live in 
the present keeping busy. “We enjoin all such, and we 
urge them strongly in the Lord Jesus Christ to earn the 
food they eat by working quietly.” 

Here, I believe, we find the key to the Christian’s 
approach to life that avoids nostalgic dwelling on the past 
and excessive preoccupation with the future. We simply 
work quietly at our present task as we “await the blessed 
hope and the coming of  our Savior, Jesus Christ.” The 
Lord’s final words to us in today’s Gospel remind us that, 
“by patient endurance you will save your lives.” 

Memories of  the past can be a great inspiration to our 
life and our struggle with present difficulties. Thoughts 
of  the future can provide us with the hope we need to 
persevere through our present problems. But living too 
much in the past or focusing too sharply on the future 

can distract us from the grace that God gives us now. 
Our patient endurance in the time, place, and task in 

which we find ourselves is what will save us. 
Msgr. Daniel Vogelpohl is a retired priest of  the Diocese 

of  Covington, Ky. This is a reprint of  one of  his weekly col-
umn series, “Eighth Day,” which ran for over 30 years in 
the Messenger

Karen Zengel

VIEWPOINT

Deacon Timothy Britt

BELIEVE, TEACH, 
PRACTICE

Father Daniel Vogelpohl

EIGHTH DAY
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Ellen Curtin 
Contributor 

In the wake of the Dobbs v. Jackson decision, every news cycle 
brings another prediction that countless women will suffer and die if 
abortion on demand is banned or restricted. Even laws that specify the 
right to life-saving care are denounced as deadly and anti-woman. 

How can pro-lifers counter these myths and misunderstandings? 
Here are some medical, political and commonsense truths to help. May 
each of us strive to speak with kindness always — planting seeds of 
truth and trusting that God will convert all fear to hope and anger to 
love. 
1. Myth: Miscarriages and ectopic pregnancies need abortion. 
Truth: Kentucky defines abortion by intent: “’Abortion’ shall mean the 
use of any means whatsoever to terminate the pregnancy of a woman 
known to be pregnant with intent to cause fetal death.” Some people 
get confused because treatments for ectopics and miscarriages may 
resemble uterine abortion procedures, but even Planned Parenthood 
acknowledges their different intent. 

Up to 20 percent of pregnancies end in miscarriage before week 20, 
most before week 12. If natural miscarriage fails to progress, delivering 
the body to avoid dangerous infection is basic healthcare. This is not 
abortion. 

About 2 percent of pregnancies are ectopic. Removing the nonvi-
able fetus and implantation area (usually a fallopian tube) before rup-
ture and possibly fatal uncontrolled bleeding is urgent. But the inter-
vention is done to protect the mother, not to seek fetal death. This is 
not abortion. 
2. Myth: Mothers will be arrested after abortion. 
Truth: No abortion law criminalizes the mother, only abortion 
providers. 
3. Myth: Abortion is healthcare. 
Truth: Healthcare saves lives, and obstetricians serve two patients — 
mother and child. In contrast, every successful abortion is fatal, and 
abortion on demand ends lives for social, not medical, reasons. Even 
with cancer, modern treatment plans can delay radiation or tailor 
chemo to protect maternal health while preserving fetal development. 

No abortion restriction denies life-saving care when a mother’s sur-
vival or major organs are at risk. But no emergency requires killing her 
child in utero. Although preterm babies may not survive long after 
induced delivery or C-section, they can still be held, blessed and kissed 
goodbye — powerful consolations for their grieving families.  
4. Myth: The right to bodily autonomy includes aborting an abnor-
mal fetus. 
Truth: A pregnant woman can decide her own medical care, but the 
separate human being inside her also has needs and innate human 
rights. 

The United Nations defines bodily autonomy as “the power and 
agency to make choices about your body” without violating “the bodily 
integrity of anyone else.” Furthermore, “every person with disabilities 
has a right to respect for his or her physical and mental integrity on an 
equal basis with others.” Abortion violates both principles. 

Birth defects are rare — only 3 percent of babies — and 85 percent 
of rare disorder screenings are wrong (NY Times, Jan. 2022). With accu-
rate prenatal screenings parents can plan and seek assistance, but any-
one pressured to abort needs a second opinion. Happily, fetal surgery 
for congenital defects, which is  
increasingly common, has a 90 percent 
survival rate. 

 
5. Myth: Rape and incest demand 
abortion. 
Truth: This mother deserves extra  
prenatal and post-natal medical and 
psychological care, but how her  
pregnancy began does not prevent 

healthy fetal development and a safe delivery. Abortion punishes the 
baby rather than the criminal, does not reduce the survivor’s traumatic 
abuse and leaves her the mother of a dead child, with all the medical 
and psychological aftereffects of abortion. 

Rape with no contraception has a 5 percent chance of pregnancy. 
Few abortions involve rape (1 percent) or incest (0.5 percent), and sexu-
al violence has fallen by half in the last 20 years. 
6. Myth: Abortion is safer than childbirth. 
Truth: A major study in Finland (where abortion up to 12 weeks is legal 
and free) found 3 to 4 times more maternal deaths with abortion than 
delivery. In addition, besides higher risk of future preterm births, “abor-
tion significantly increases the risk of depression, anxiety, substance 
abuse, and suicidal behavior, when compared to women with unin-
tended pregnancies who choose to carry the baby to birth” (AAPLOG).  

Tellingly, in the pro-abortion Turnaway study 96 percent of women 
unable to access abortion were glad five years later that they had not 
aborted. 
7. Myth: Birth control and emergency contraception will be illegal. 
Truth: Even anti-abortion states have not proposed birth control bans. 
The abortion connection relates to medications and devices marketed 
as contraceptive that block a fertilized egg’s implantation in the uterus 
(see “Mechanism of Action” in makers’ FDA statements). While people 
who define pregnancy as “post-implantation” do not consider ejection 
of a fertilized egg as abortive, groups with religious objections to abor-
tion are exempt from providing insurance for IUDs and other methods 
that prevent implantation. 

Plan B (the “morning-after pill”) is not abortive when given pre-ovu-
lation, but its manufacturer says a later dose “may inhibit implantation 
(by altering the endometrium).”  

Again, no state has been friendly to suggestions of contraception 
bans.  
8. Myth: Abortion laws impose religion on others. 
Truth: Secular law prohibits the killing of innocent persons, and murder 
is illegal in every country, regardless of the dominant religion. Every 
state addresses lethal violence and accidental or intentional homicide, 
and 38 prosecute feticide.  

Does any religion defend unprovoked aggression against the inno-
cent and deny the human right to life? Judeo-Christian believers have a 
stark commandment: “Thou shalt not kill.” Muslims teach: “You shall not 
take life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and law.” 
Buddhism says: “One should not kill a living being, nor cause it to be 
killed, nor should one incite another to kill.” Traditional Hindu respect 
for life seeks least harm to others, and Hindus allow abortion only to 
save the mother’s life.  
9. Myth: Polls support abortion on demand. 
Truth: In the AP-NORC poll (July 2022), on-demand support declined 
by trimester, from 45 percent to 18 percent to 11 percent. In other 
words, more than half supported restrictions or bans in the first 
trimester, 81 percent in the second and 88 percent in the third. Nearly 
half said states should be responsible for establishing abortion laws, 
not the federal government. 

Ellen Curtin and her husband Dan are members of St. Thomas Parish, Ft. 
Thomas. She has served on many diocesan and parish committees, current-
ly We Choose Life, the Board of the Rose Garden Center for Hope and 
Healing and Walking with Moms in Need.

We  
Choose Life

Mission Statement 
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop, 
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of 
human life from conception to natural death 
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy 
and education.

Pro-Life 
Office 
of the Diocese of Covington

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,  
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/  or call (859) 392-1500.

Nine myths and truths of abortion

At the United Nations 
Laws which explicitly allow for abortion on grounds of impairment violate the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.... Even if [a diagnosis  
of fatal or other impairment] is not false, the assessment perpetuates notions of 
stereotyping disability as incompatible with a good life. 

     — Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations 

Resources 

AAPLOG.org: The American Association of 
Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists. See 
“Myth vs. Fact: Correcting Misinformation on 
Maternal Medical Care.” 

Cancer.net: Information from the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology. See “Cancer 
During Pregnancy” and “What to Do When 
You Are Diagnosed With Cancer During 
Pregnancy.” 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: Section 
2, Article V, especially paras. 2270–2275. 

CathMed.org: The Catholic Medical 
Association forms and supports physicians 
and all healthcare professionals and clergy to 
embody and promote Catholic principles in 
the practice of their profession. 

CovingtonCMA.CathMed.org: The Sts. 
Teresa of Calcutta and Faustina Guild of the 
Catholic Medical Association in the Diocese 
of Covington provides all healthcare profes-
sionals and clergy with mutual support, 
inspiration and education. Contact William E. 
Wehrman III, M.D. at 
1215wehrmawe@msn.com. 

LozierInstitute.org: The Charlotte Lozier 
Institute provides current statistics and sci-
ence on a variety of bioethical issues. 

NCBCenter.org: The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center provides education, guid-
ance and resources to uphold human dignity 
in healthcare and biomedical research. See 
“The Bioethics of High-Risk Pregnancies.” 

RAINN.org: The Rape, Abuse & Incest 
National Network is the nation’s largest anti–
sexual violence organization. 
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 The Cincinnati Club, The Gardens, The Grand, The Pinnacle 

Preferred Caterer at Drees Pavilion 

Partner Venues 

Cincinnati Music Hall, Contemporary Arts Center,  
Devou Event Center, Fort Thomas Armory,  

Freedom Center, The New Riff Distillery, Rhinegiest Brewery, 
The Center at Fountain Square, Prickel Barn

Deacon candidates partake in Rite of  Candidacy 
Seven men were officially accepted as candidates to the per-
manent diaconate, Nov. 6, for the Diocese of  Covington. 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr officiated at the Rite of  
Candidacy at St. Gregory the Great chapel at the Athenaeum 
of  Ohio, Cincinnati. Candidacy is a first step on the journey 
to the diaconate. These seven men now begin three-and-half  
years of  study and formation. The candidates are (from left): 
Tom Kissel, St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood; Jason Gibson, St. 
Cecilia Parish, Independence; Terry Mason, St. Barbara 
Parish, Erlanger; Eric Wehrman, Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Ft. Mitchell; Archbishop Schnurr; Dale Brockman, St. 
Timothy Parish, Union; Steve Winbigler, St. Joseph Parish, 
Cold Spring; Chris Freihofer, Immaculate Heart of  Mary 
Parish, Burlington and Father David Sunberg, director, 
Permanent Deacon Formation Program, Athenaeum.
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Staff  report 
Over 100 families were served, Nov. 1, at Catholic 

Charities, Diocese of  Covington first mobile food pantry 
stop in Mason County, and it’s just the beginning. “Food for 
Friends” Mason County will 
be held on the 1st Tuesday of  
every month at The 
Maysville Lions Club to 
assist low-income residents 
by providing healthy food for 
themselves and their fami-
lies. 

“Food for Friends” is a 
monthly mobile food pantry 
that provide residents from 
20 to 40 food items at no cost. 

These food items, provided by The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP), vary from canned goods, 
rice, pasta, meat and fresh produce, depending on avail-
ability. Due to COVID-19, the pantry is a drive-thru pantry 

so that social distancing guidelines can be 
met, and guests and volunteers remain safe. 
Volunteers were on hand to assist in loading 
groceries. 

“Food for Friends” has already opened 
pantries in Grant, Bracken, Owen and 
Gallatin counties, with plans to open in 
Pendleton County in the near future.  

For information or questions contact 
John Hehman, Mobile Pantry coordinator, 
at (859) 581-8974 ext. 124, or e-mail at 
jhehman@covingtoncharities.org.

Food for Friends — adds Mason County

“Food for Friends” 

Monthly Mobile Food Pantry 
 

Bracken County 

St. James Catholic Church, Brooksville 

4th Friday, noon–2 p.m. 

 

Gallatin County 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Warsaw 

2nd Thursday, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

 

Grant County 

St. William Catholic Church, 
Williamstown 

2nd Monday, 1–3 p.m. 

 

Mason County 

Maysville Lions Club, Maysville 

1st Tuesday, 1–3 p.m. 

 

Owen County 

St Edward Mission Catholic Church, 
Owenton 

4th Monday, noon–2 p.m.

(right) Notre Dame Sister Nance Hehman, volunteer, Catholic Charities Food for Friends, helps bag grocery 
items for the nearly 100 families who attended Mason County’s first mobile food pantry, Nov. 1, at Maysville 
Lions Club. Mason County is the fifth county to become a monthly stop for the Catholic Charities’ mobile food 
pantry. Their goal is six counties — Pendleton County is next. 

(below left, from left) John Hehman, director, Food for Friends and Father Andrew Young, pastor, St. Patrick 
Parish, Maysville, are ready to welcome guests. 

(below right, from left) Volunteers Tom Barnes and Gary Frodge assist a gentleman with bringing groceries to 
his car.



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                               November 11, 2022  9 

PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon 
to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: 
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and 
DirectTV 25. 

Parish Kitchen, Covington, is in need of new sleeping 
bags and new twin blankets for their guests, many of  
whom spend long winter nights in unheated spaces or out-
doors. Your gift will not only warm body and soul but may 
even save lives. Donations can be dropped off  at Parish 
Kitchen from 8 to 10:30 a.m., Monday thru Friday. Drive is 
from Nov. 1–30. Contact Parish Kitchen at 581-7745. 

New Manna Eucharistic Retreat — in unity with the 
USCCB’s three-year Eucharistic Revival efforts all parishes 
and all ages are invited to attend a retreat on the Eucharist 
led by Father Thomas Picchioni, Nov. 12, 8 a.m.–3 p.m., St. 
Agnes Parish hall, Ft. Wright. Lunch will be provided. No fee 
to attend; free-will offerings accepted. Reservations highly 
recommended at: https://bit.ly/ NewMannaRetreat 2022, or 
by calling the parish office 431-1802. 

Come one, come all to sing! National Association of  Pastoral 
Musicians Archdiocese of  Cincinnati, in conjunction with 
the Cincinnati Chapter of  the American Guild of  Organists, 
is sponsoring a tri-state wide St. Cecilia Hymn Festival, 
Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of  St. Peter in Chains, 
Cincinnati. Everyone is invited. Pipe organ, a brass quintet 
plus timpani and a small choir, directed by Matthew 

Geerlings, will lead the singing of  many favorite hymns. No 
cost, no reservations. 

Father Conor Kunath will lead a Morning of Reflection, 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Nov. 19, St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood 
and Dec. 17, St. Timothy Parish, Union. No charge. No sign 
up. 
The Book of Proverbs Bible workshop with Father 
Timothy Schehr, Nov. 19, 9–11:30 a.m., Bishop Howard 
Memorial Auditorium (Curia building), Covington. The 
book of  Proverbs offers advice about how to live as a ser-
vant of  God. What qualities identify someone as God’s ser-
vant? Join the workshop and find out. Cost $35. Register 
online covdio.org/oce/catholic-bible-study/ or call Isaak A. 
Isaak, Office of  Catechesis and Evangelization, 392-1529. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, 9th annual 
International Nativity Display, Dec. 4, 11, 17, 18, 10 a.m.–
4 p.m. and Dec. 24, 9 a.m.–noon. The display features over 
160 nativity sets made by artists and craftsmen from 78 
different countries. Free and open to the public. 

 

The High School Placement Test (HSPT) is an assess-
ment used to determine high school placement into hon-
ors and advanced courses and awarding of  scholarships. 

The HSPT will be 
administered in the 
Diocese of  Covington 
Dec. 10. Newport 
Central Catholic High 
School is offering a 
two-hour HSPT 
preparatory course, 
Dec. 4 and 6, 4:30–6:30 
p.m. This course is 
available to all 8th 
grade students in the 
Diocese of  Covington, 
regardless of  where 
they plan to take the 
exam on Dec. 10. Cost 
$20, includes printed 
course materials for 
further test prep. 
Payment can be made 
the day of  the session 
by cash or check. 
Registrations will be 
accepted the day of  the 
event; pre-register at 
ncchs.com. 

The 30th Annual Eight 
Grade Pro-Life Essay 

Contest is open to all 8th graders in the Diocese of  
Covington. Winners will be awarded Scholarships to 
Diocesan High Schools: 1st Place $1000, 2nd Place $700 and 
3rd Place $500. Entry forms and guidelines are available on 
the pro-life webpage (https://covdio.org/pro-life/) or by 
emailing Peggy Piccola at ppiccola@covdio.org. 

Notre Dame Urban Education Center (NDUEC) is seek-
ing adult and high school volunteers to tutor children in 
grades K-10 for its Homework PLUS program from 3–5 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday. Come and make a difference in 
the life of  a child. Call NDUEC at 261-4487, or e-mail Sister 
Maria Therese at smtherese@ nduec.org. Volunteers 18 and 
older must be VIRTUS compliant. 

The St. Joseph Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Thursday of each month, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 
Crescent Springs, for the recitation of  the rosary and dis-
cussion. To be added to the Padre Pio Prayer Group e-mail 
distribution list, e-mail a request to bsmaracko@fuse.net. 

The Madonna House of NKY is looking for Thursday 
evening babysitters from 6-8 pm., all four Thursdays in a 
month or just one Thursday a month, whatever works for 
you. Call 344-1191. 

 

Pet blessing 
On the Feast of  St. Francis of  Assisi, Father Aby Thampi, parochial vicar, St. Henry Parish, 
Elsmere, blessed the pets of  schoolchildren.

City government 
The 2nd grade students at St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright is learning about government. Ft. Wright City Council Member Scott Wall visited the class and talked about the responsibilities of  
the mayor’s office and answered many questions. The students were surprised to learn that the council members have homework after meetings.

High School Open Houses 
The Catholic high schools in the Diocese of 
Covington invite all interested eighth-grade  
students and their parents to this year’s Open  
House — meet faculty and staff, hear from  
current students and get a feel for the spirit  
of the school. 

Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills 
Nov. 17, 7–8:30 p.m. (grades 7–12) 

Holy Cross District High School, Covington 
Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Henry District High School, Erlanger 
Nov. 13, 1–4 p.m. 

Covington Latin School, Covington 
Dec. 4, 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

St. Patrick High School, Maysville 
Contact school for information and a tour.
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ST. CECILIA  
CHURCH HALL 

• Air-Conditioned 
• Capacity 400 
• Beer License 
• Non-Smoking 
• Open to all

Call 363-4311 for details

5313 Madison Pike, Independence  

Receptions, Dances, Parties

Staff  report 
The Northern Kentucky Tribune names 

Raymond G. Hebert, Ph.D., Thomas More 
University professor and executive director 
of  the Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson III ’67 
Institute for Religious Liberty (IRL), among 
its 2022 NewsMakers. This recognition is 
bestowed to high-achiev-
ing, community servants 
in recognition of  the sig-
nificant roles they play in 
the Northern Kentucky 
community. The Tribune 
recognizes five leaders as 
NewsMakers, each 
diverse in their regional 
impact.  

Dr. Hebert is celebrated 
for his contributions to 
the community as a 
beloved educator and his-
torian, notably playing a 
major role in the educa-
tion and civic involvement 
of  countless students. Dr. 
Hebert has been with 
Thomas More University 
for 50 years, serving in a 
variety of  leadership roles 
including vice president for academic 
affairs, dean, chair of  the Department of  
History, International Studies, and Political 
Sciences, head of  the honors program and 
currently executive director of  the IRL. 

“Dr. Hebert has been a prominent mem-
ber of  the Thomas More community for 
more than 49 years, supporting our stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, and staff  in various 
ways,” says Dr. Joseph Chillo, president of  
Thomas More University. “From professor 
to director of  the Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson III 
’67 Institute for Religious Liberty, Ray 
works to promote the value and impact of  a 
high-quality, Catholic liberal arts educa-
tion, while being highly committed to our 
students and the northern Kentucky com-
munity.”  

“I am truly humbled by this recogni-
tion,” says Dr. Hebert, “while being proud 
that in receiving it, I represent the remark-
able group of  faculty that are at the heart of  
a Thomas More University education. 
Since I started back in the 1970’s, all I ever 
wanted was to be the best teacher I could be, 

because that is what our 
students deserve. By pro-
viding them with the best 
liberal arts education pos-
sible we, as a team, have 
always prepared our stu-
dents with the best train-
ing for postgraduate stud-
ies or the world of  work. It 
has been an honor to be 
part of  that process.” 

Dr. Hebert has repre-
sented Thomas More in 
the surrounding commu-
nity through various 
opportunities over the 
years which include the 
Northern Kentucky 
Education Council, 
Northern Kentucky 
Chamber of  Commerce 
Leadership Programs, 

and the Covington Rotary Club. Hebert, his 
wife Maureen, their two daughters, and 
now five grandchildren all still call 
Northern Kentucky home. 

“Beyond my individual classroom or 
any study abroad program I directed, I real-
ized how special a community Northern 
Kentucky is and that Thomas More is priv-
ileged to be a part of  it,” he adds. 

Dr. Hebert will also be recognized by 
Thomas More University in early 2023 at 
the annual Bishop William A. Hughes 
Award Dinner scheduled for March 29. He 
will be the inaugural recipient of  an award 
named in his honor and established to con-
tinue his legacy.

Thomas More University professor 
named a 2022 newsmaker

Raymond G. Hebert, Ph.D.

Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

When an insane gang 
pressed saintly Tarcisius, who 
was carrying the sacraments 
of  Christ, to display them to 
the profane, he preferred to be 
killed and give up his life 
rather than betray to rabid 
dogs the heavenly body. 

These lines are derived 
from a poem by Pope 
Damasus I, a 4th century 
pope, in a poem that compares 
the martyr St. Tarcisius to St. 
Stephen. St. Tarcisius, who 
lived in the 3rd century, is 
described primarily through 
this poem that recounts his 
martyrdom. 

As the story goes, St. 
Tarcisius was a young acolyte 
charged to deliver the Blessed 
Sacrament to imprisoned 
Christians during the reign of  
Emperor Valerian — a period 
in the Roman Empire during 
which Christians were heavi-
ly persecuted. While deliver-
ing the sacrament, St. 
Tarcisius was attacked by a 
mob and allowed him-
self  to be beaten to 
death, rather than 
hand the Blessed 
Sacrament over 
to his assailants.  

Originally, 
the body of  St. 
Tarcisius was 
buried in the 
Catacombs of  San 
Callisto, Rome, with 
Pope Damasus’s poem 
inscribed on his tomb. However, his relics 
were eventually moved to the San Silvestro 
in Capite church in Rome. 

St. Tarcisius’s feast day is celebrated 
August 15, and he is venerated as the patron 
saint of  both altar servers and first commu-
nicants.

Roman martyr celebrated  
as patron of altar servers

A stained glass window depicting St. Tarcisius 
on display at the Westwijzer in Helmond, 
Netherlands. Formerly, the window was part of  a 
triptych displayed at the now closed Tarcisius 
School in Helmond.
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“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

Staff  report 
Villa Madonna Academy High School/Junior High has 

been recognized as a Blue Ribbon School of  Excellence 
Lighthouse School this year. This is the highest award 
given by the Blue Ribbon School of  Excellence organiza-
tion, and it recognizes Villa Madonna Academy’s work in 
“student focus and support, school culture and communi-
ty, curriculum, teaching and leadership.”  

Blue Ribbon School of  Excellence (BRSE) is a non-prof-
it organization that has been serving schools across the 
nation since 2001. A representative of  BRSE visited class-
rooms, conducted surveys and interviewed students, par-
ents and faculty. 

Dennis Bega of  BRSE handled the review and said, 
“Villa Madonna Academy demonstrates a dedication to 
education quality not just in academic achievement, but 
in overall distinction of  the faith-based leadership, teach-
ing and learning environment. VMA students clearly 
share the benefit of  this commitment to excellence both in 
the classroom and the community.” 

Pamela McQueen, executive director and high 
school/junior high principal, and Joe Cordonnier, assis-
tant principal, will receive the award later this month at 
the BRSE national conference.

Faculty of  Villa Madonna Academy High School/Junior High.

Villa Madonna Academy  
High School/Junior High  
receives Excellence Award
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STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media 
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role, 
you will use your communication and web design skills 
to increase reader engagement, primarily through 
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan 
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties 
and responsibilities include creating content for  
various print and social media formats; proofreading 
content before publication; attending, taking  
photographs and reporting on events; and recording 
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe 
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must 
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational 
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle 
stress is an absolute requirement. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay 
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.    EOE

Moore’s Painting 
The Company you feel safe with 

Interior & exterior painting.  
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish. 

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

Call Chuck at the Messenger  

for information  

on placing your ad i 

n the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CAMPUS MINISTER 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington 
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in 
working with young adults to serve in the capacity 
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky 
University. The work week will be full time,  
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The 
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman 
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evan-
gelizing presence along with spiritual support and 
opportunities for a full living and development of 
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, espe-
cially the support of spiritual life and formation 
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing 
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to par-
ticipating students; proactively engaging prospec-
tive participants, especially freshman; presenting an 
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating 
timely and effective communications with students 
and parents, including regularly updating the web-
site, Facebook page, and database; regularly inter-
facing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University 
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of 
the Newman House. Requirements include a mini-
mum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology 
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in 
young adult ministry and management. 
Interested individuals may send a cover  
letter and resume, including compensation 
history and references with contact e-mail 
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by 
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to 
(859) 392-1589.

OPPORTUNITIES AT CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Covington 
is adding services and 
growing, and this is an 
exciting time to serve in 
our local Church. If you 
have a desire to work in  
an environment where you 
can truly make a difference 
by serving others, Catholic Charities seeks  
candidates to fill the following positions:  

Client Care Services Specialist 
The primary purpose of this full-time position is to 
assist, serve and support clients and inquirers  
seeking services and assistance, and provide  
administrative support to the process. We are  
looking for a person who is client service focused; a 
compassionate listener and problem solver with a 
calm and pleasant demeanor; able to use back-
ground in human services to make initial human 
service needs assessments and assign or refer  
inquirers based on knowledge of our resources and 
those in our community. A bachelor’s degree in a 
human services related field and strong attention  
to detail are also required.  

Food Pantry Outreach Assistant Coordinator 
We are seeking a dedicated and compassionate 
individual to help run the mobile food pantry  
program in the rural counties of the Diocese of 
Covington. This is a unique opportunity for some-
one to put their faith in action tangibly by helping 
to address hunger and be the hands and feet of 
Christ in the outlying area of our diocese where 
there are limited resources and is considered a  
food desert.  This is a part time hourly position, 
averaging up to 20 hours a week.  

Parish Kitchen, Weekend Manager 
Parish Kitchen is a special ministry that serves a free 
lunch every day in Covington to anyone who is 
hungry. We are looking for individuals who feel a 
call to serve within the context of this ministry, and 
who are capable of working with the population 
we serve. We are currently in need of additional 
Weekend Managers on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., to help prepare a meal, 
supervise volunteers who assist serving between 
11:30 – 1:30, and cleanup after closing. Ideally, two 
Weekend Managers work together to oversee all 
aspects of this operation.  Prior experience in one or 
more of the following would be a strong plus: food 
service, ministry and social work.  You may be 
scheduled as few as once a month, or up to 4 or 5 
times per month, depending on your availability 
and others. 

Catholic Charities offers excellent benefits including 
generous paid time off. To learn more details about 
any of these job opportunities, please visit our 
website at 
https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-events/ 
job-opportunities. 

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront 
Condominium Rentals 
1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort 
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or 
text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.  
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

PART-TIME 
SCHOOL LUNCH MANAGER  

St. Philip School is looking for a Part-Time Cafeteria 
Manager. 

4 hours per day Monday thru Friday assisting manager 
with food prep, serving, and cleanup 

Contact Diocesan School Food Service Director,  
Laura Hatfield at lhatfield@covdio.org or  
call 859-392-1551.

ST. JOSEPH, CRESCENT SPRINGS 
FULL-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGER 

St. Joseph School is looking for a full-time Cafeteria 
Manager, Monday through Friday 6 hours daily. This 
position requires a general knowledge of preparation, 
cooking and serving food for students. Includes  
ordering, receiving, managing inventory, cleaning,  
and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply with 
health and safety standards. Prepare production 
records and necessary records and files.  

Contact Diocesan School Food Service Director, Laura 
Hatfield at lhatfield@covdio.org or call 859-392-1551.
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

For there to be peace, people need to expand their hori-
zons, engage in dialogue and work with each other in a 
way that sets aside selfishness and ambition, Pope Francis 
said. 

Reflecting on his recent visit to Bahrain during his 
weekly general audience Nov. 9, the pope said, “I sensed 
this need in Bahrain and I hoped that religious and civil 
leaders throughout the world might be able to look beyond 
their own borders, their own communities, to care for the 
whole.” 

“This is the only way to confront certain universal 
issues, such as that God is being forgotten, the tragedy of  
hunger, the care of  creation, peace,” he said. 

The world needs to reject confrontation and walk the 
path of  encounter, he said, especially when it comes to “the 
insanity of  war of  which battered Ukraine is a victim, and 
of  many other conflicts that will never be resolved through 
the infantile logic of  artillery, but only with the gentle 
power of  dialogue.” 

Pope Francis told people at the audience why he decid-
ed to visit a Muslim-majority nation when there are so 
many countries in the world with a predominately 
Christian population. 

The answer, he said, can be summed up in three words: 
dialogue, encounter and journey. 

The opportunity for “the long-desired journey” Nov. 3-6 
came thanks to an invitation by Bahrain’s King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, who was sponsoring a forum on dialogue 
between the East and the West, in order to “discover the 
richness that other peoples, traditions and beliefs pos-
sess,” the pope said. 

Bahrain, an archipelago of  33 islands in the middle of  
the Persian Gulf, “helps us understand that it is not neces-
sary to live by isolating ourselves, but by coming closer,” 
he said. 

“The cause of  peace necessitates this, and dialogue is 
‘the oxygen of  peace,’” even at home and in the family, he 
added. 

The Second Vatican Council saw that peace needed men 
and women who could see and think beyond their own 
nation, “put aside national selfishness and ambition to 
dominate other nations” and develop a “profound rever-
ence for the whole of  humanity,” the pope said. 

This approach is still greatly needed in today’s world, 
he said, and the Bahrain forum “encouraged the choice of  
the path of  encounter and the rejection of  confrontation.” 

The trip to Bahrain also focused on the need for 
encounter, he said, because without offering the other a 
heartfelt welcome, “dialogue remains empty” and 
“remains on the level of  an idea rather than reality.” 

The pope said so many individuals and groups he met, 
especially the young Christian and Muslim students at 
Sacred Heart School, showed what this encounter looks 
like. Children and young people “need to get to know each 
other so that fraternal encounter might prevent ideologi-
cal divisions.” 

The other aim was “journey,” he said, because being the 
first pope to visit Bahrain “was part of  a process initiated 
by St. John Paul II when he went to Morocco.” 

It was “a new step on the journey between Christian 
and Muslim believers — not to confuse things or water 
down the faith, but to create fraternal alliances,” he said. 

Interreligious dialogue does not “water down” the 
faith, he added, because the only way to have real and fruit-
ful dialogue is when each person remains firmly rooted to 
and true to his or her own identity. 

The Christians and Catholics in Bahrain truly live “on 
a journey,” he said, as the majority of  them are immigrant 
laborers who “discover their roots in the people of  God 
and their family within the larger family of  the church.” 
They forge ahead in life with joy, “in the certainty that the 
hope of  God does not disappoint.” 

“Thinking about their journey, their daily experience of  
dialogue, let us all feel called to expand our horizons” with 
hearts that are open, not hardened and closed tight, 
“because we are all brothers and sisters,” Pope Francis 
said. 

People must strive to open up, “to enlarge our interests, 

to dedicate ourselves to 
knowing about others,” 
he said. 

“If  you dedicate your-
self  to getting to know 
others, you will never be 
threatened, but if  you are 
afraid of  others, you 
make the threat,” he said.

Peace requires ‘gentle 
power of dialogue’ 

CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane 

Pope Francis greets the 
crowd as he arrives for 
his general audience in  

St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican Nov. 9, 2022. 
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner  • Hot Water Heat Systems    

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call Chuck at the Messenger to  
place your ad  

in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  
(859) 392-1500

Missed an edition  
of the Messenger?  

Current and back issues of 
the Messenger  

are available online at  
covdio.org/messenger.

Superpowers at war add to the world’s poor, pope says in message

For all employees and 
volunteers of the 
Diocese of Covington 
who in any way provide 
a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school  
institution leader to 
review the Policies and 
Procedures and fill out 
the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to  
www.virtus.org and 
click on Registration. 
Follow the prompts to 
create an account and 
to request a  
background check. 
Selection.com is a 
secure site; the back-
ground check is posted 
on your account and 
you receive a copy if 
you request it during 

the registration process. 
You will sign up for a 
VIRTUS training class 
during the registration.  

Step 3: Your account 
becomes active when 
your background check, 
VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance 
Form are posted on 
your account. You will 
receive 12 bulletins per 

year. You will receive  
e-mail notices at sys-
tem@pub.virtus.org 
unless your computer 
program blocks them. 
 
Bulletins:  
n November bulletin: 

posted Sunday,  
Nov. 6; due Tuesday, 
Dec. 6 

www.virtusonline.org, 

enter user id and  
password to access your 
bulletins. If your Virtus 
account is inactivated 
please contact your  
primary location for 
assistance. 
To login: 
www.virtus.org, enter 
user id and password. 

 

Training: 
n Monday, Nov. 14,  

9–11:30 a.m., 
Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Covington 

n Tuesday, Nov. 15,  
6–8:30 p.m.,  
St. Francis Xavier 
Parish, Falmouth.  

Note: If your Training 
Tab is missing or you 
cannot access your 
account, contact your 
parish, school or institu-
tion.  
For other difficulties, 
contact Marylu Steffen 
at (859) 392-1500 or 
msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults  
Safe Environment Trainings 

Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — War produces tremendous poverty, 
and its violence strikes those who are defenseless and vul-
nerable, Pope Francis said. 

“In these situations, reason is darkened, and those who 
feel its effects are the countless ordinary people who end up 
being added to the already great numbers of  those in need,” 
the pope said in a message for the World Day of  the Poor. 

The war in Ukraine is now one of  several regional wars 
that “for years have taken a heavy toll of  death and destruc-
tion,” the pope said in the message dated June 13, the feast 

of  St. Anthony of  Padua, patron saint of  the poor. The 
Vatican released the pope’s message June 14, for the upcom-
ing 6th World Day of  the Poor. 

“Yet here the situation is even more complex due to the 
direct intervention of  a ‘superpower’ aimed at imposing its 
own will in violation of  the principle of  the self-determina-
tion of  peoples. Tragic scenarios are being reenacted and 
once more reciprocal extortionate demands made by a few 
potentates are stifling the voice of  a humanity that cries out 
for peace,” he wrote. 

The World Day of  the Poor — marked each year on the 
33rd Sunday of  Ordinary Time — will be celebrated Nov. 13 

this year with the theme: “For your sakes Christ became 
poor.” 

“What great poverty is produced by the senselessness of  
war!” the pope said in his message. 

“Violence strikes those who are defenseless and vulner-
able,” he wrote. 

The impact can be seen in the “deportation of  thousands 
of  persons, above all young boys and girls, in order to sever 
their roots and impose on them another identity,” he wrote, 
and with the millions of  women, children and elderly peo-
ple “being forced to brave the danger of  bombs just to find 

(Continued on page 18)
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Kayla Bennett 
Messenger Contributor 

Kentucky’s school choice pro-
gram, the Education Opportunity 
Account Program, became law in 
2021. But a lawsuit filed before it 
could be implemented has the future 
of  the program in the Bluegrass 
State in a state of  limbo. 

The Kentucky Supreme Court 
heard oral arguments on Oct. 12 to 
determine the constitutionality of  
the program. The hearing was held 
in Shelbyville instead of  at the capi-
tol as part of  a program to make the 
court’s proceedings more accessible 
to the public. 

The Catholic Conference of  
Kentucky, the public policy arm of  
the state’s bishops, has advocated for 
a school choice program for more 
than two decades. 

The conference told The Record in 
June 2021, as the law was supposed to 
take effect, that the program is meant 
to give low-income families the finan-
cial means to choose the educational 
tools they need — things wealthier 
families can readily access. 

The Education Opportunity 
Accounts can be used by public and 
non-public school children for more 
than a dozen different services, 
including special-needs therapies, 
tutoring, summer programs, dual 
college credit courses and other edu-
cational services. 

In counties where the population exceeds 90,000, stu-
dents can also use the funding for tuition assistance to 
attend non-public schools. 

Opponents of  the program say a tax incentive in the 
measure allows public funds to be funneled to private 
schools. 

The program provides the incentive for individuals and 
businesses that donate to organizations that disperse 
funds to qualifying students for educational services. The 
incentive is a state tax credit, capped at $25 million annual-
ly. 

To benefit, donors must contribute funds to approved 
“account-granting organizations,” which will distribute 
the funds to Education Opportunity Accounts for students 
with lower incomes. The Catholic Education Foundation, 
which provides tuition assistance for Catholic school stu-
dents, would serve as the main account-granting organiza-
tion, or AGO, for the Archdiocese of  Louisville. 

“The program itself  encourages and strongly incen-
tivizes private donations that would go into a fund for 
which financially needy families could apply to cover their 
children’s needs,” Andrew Vandiver, associate director of  
the Catholic Conference of  Kentucky, said in a recent inter-
view. “It’s really about funding families directly and giving 
them the additional support they need to help their kids.” 

Vandiver said no other state that has introduced similar 
legislation has struck down a school choice program of  
this nature. 

The appellants were represented by counsel for the 
Commonwealth of  Kentucky Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron’s office; the Institute for Justice represented two 
parents. 

Opposing counsel representing the plaintiffs — Better 
Education, Frankfort Independent School Board and 
Warren County School Board — argued before the court 
that the tax incentive will act as a means for donors to fund 
private schools with the taxes they pay and that the state of  

Kentucky would bear the financial burden. 
Vandiver, echoing the appellants’ counsel, disagreed. 
“It’s completely different than a government funding a 

private school,” he said. “Even the U.S Supreme Court took 
this up and said there is no basis under law that says a tax 
credit is government money. We would literally be the only 
state in the country that has gone that way. The implica-
tions of  doing that are just enormous.” 

Under the Education Opportunity Account Program, 
donors will apply for the credit and recipients will apply 
for the accounts. The Catholic Education Foundation said 
it had the infrastructure for the program in place when the 
lawsuit was filed. 

“Until the lawsuit was filed, we’d spent a lot of  time edu-
cating donors, garnering their support for the program,” 
Richard Lechleiter, CEF president, said. “The taxpayer has 
to apply for the credit — we could help them do that. We’re 
poised to establish our-
selves as an AGO and 
already have the infra-
structure here to be that. 
We’re poised to make some 
things happen for our 
kids.” 

He said the program 
would be “transformation-
al.” 

This year, the CEF pro-
vided 3,600 Catholic school 
students with $7.7 million 
in tuition assistance. The 
Education Opportunity 
Account Program will 
have an annual cap of  $25 
million. And Lechleiter 
believes about one-fifth of  
it could benefit students in 
the Archdiocese of  

Louisville. 
“It seems to me very plausible at least $5 million could 

be gained,” he said. “We should be able to accomplish that. 
Another 2,000 to 2,500 kids that all of  a sudden … have reli-
able, predictable, stable access to funding. That changes 
everything. That changes the landscape of  Catholic educa-
tion in Kentucky forever. Period. In my lifetime there’s 
never been a change that transformed Catholic schools so 
incredibly.” 

The Kentucky Supreme Court typically takes three 
months to issue decisions, Vandiver said. However, two jus-
tices are retiring this year and two others facing the end of  
their terms will be up for reelection in November. 
Additionally, one of  the justices wasn’t present for oral 
arguments heard last week. 

Kayla Bennett is a reporter for The Record, Catholic 
newspaper of  the Archdiocese of  Louisivlle, Ky.

Future of school choice caught in limbo

Photo special to The Record 

School Choice supporters, wearing yellow, packed the Shelbyville conference center during the Kentucky Supreme Court hearing Oct. 12. 
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VATICAN CITY — A dove in flight lays a blanket over a 
homeless person in a new sculpture by Canadian artist 
Timothy Schmalz. 

Pope Francis blessed the statue, titled “Sheltering,” as 
Schmalz looked on Nov. 9 with about 60 representatives of  the 
Vincentian religious orders and lay communities. The 
Vincentians are using the statue in conjunction with a project 
to build houses for some 10,000 people in the more than 160 
countries where the Vincentian Fathers, the Daughters of  
Charity and their collaborators work. 

The “13 Houses Campaign” is an homage to St. Vincent de 
Paul and his decision in 1643 to use an endowment from 
French King Louis XIII to build 13 small houses near the 
Vincentian headquarters in Paris to care for abandoned chil-
dren. 

Schmalz told reporters he hoped the statue would be “as 
shocking as the problem of  homelessness is shocking.” 

Joining Schmalz for the 
blessing of  the statue were: 
Mark McGreevy, president of  
the Depaul Group and coordi-
nator of  the housing project; 
Father Tomaz Mavric, superi-
or general of  the Vincentians; 
and Sister Julie Kubasak, a 
U.S. member of  the general 
council of  the Daughters of  
Charity. 

Schmaltz already has a 
large sculpture featuring 
migrants in St. Peter’s Square 
and another of  the “Homeless 
Jesus” sleeping on a bench 
outside the Dicastery for the 

Service of  Charity. 
Vatican officials and the Vincentians are still discussing 

the best place to display the statue at the Vatican and where to 
place copies of  it around the world, he said. 

Schmaltz referred to the piece as his first “begging statue.” 
“People don’t carry cash with them anymore,” which 

makes life difficult for people asking for a handout from 
passersby, he said. His statue and copies of  it will have a QR 
Code that people can scan not only for information about 
Sheltering, but also “to give a dollar or two” to the 
Vincentians’ project to help the homeless and to build houses. 

McGreevy said donors can use the code to help fight home-
lessness in their own city or anywhere around the world 
where the Vincentians work. 

So far, he said, the project has raised $5 million and helped 
more than 8,600 people by building 2,311 housing units in 60 
countries. The project has no set fundraising goal, he said; “as 
much as we raise, we’ll use to build houses.”
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Pope blesses ‘begging statue’ that will help Vincentians build homes

Pope Francis waves to members of  the Vincentian  
religious orders and lay communities Nov. 9, 2022, after 
blessing Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz’ new sculpture, 
Sheltering. The statue, which features a dove laying a 
blanket over a homeless person, will be used in conjunc-
tion with a Vincentian project to build homes for some 
10,000 people in 160 countries. 

Superpowers at war 
(Continued from page 16)

safety” elsewhere. “How many others remain in the war 
zones, living each day with fear and the lack of  food, water, 
medical care and above all human affections?” 

The pope’s message focused on the Christian responsi-
bility to “respond adequately” and with joy to the needs of  
the poor so that “none of  our brothers or sisters will lack 
the necessities of  life.” 

“Solidarity is sharing the little we have with those who 
have nothing, so that no one will go without,” he wrote. 

One obstacle, however, is “a kind of  laxity,” he said, 
which includes an attitude of  outright indifference to the 
poor. 

“It also happens that some Christians, out of  excessive 
attachment to money, remain mired in a poor use of  their 
goods and wealth. These situations reveal a weak faith and 
feeble, myopic hope,” he wrote. 

The problem is not money itself, he wrote, but making 
money the “absolute and chief  purpose in life.” 

“Nothing worse could happen to a Christian and to a 
community than to be dazzled by the idol of  wealth, which 
ends up chaining us to an ephemeral and bankrupt vision 
of  life,” he wrote. 

The Christian approach to the poor is not a kind of  “wel-
fare mentality” or a patronizing activism, but it involves a 
“sincere and generous concern that makes us approach a 
poor person as a brother or sister, who lends a hand to help 
me shake off  the lethargy into which I have fallen,” the 
pope wrote. 

Jesus shows “there is a poverty that humiliates and 
kills, and another poverty, Christ’s own poverty, that sets us 
free and brings us peace,” he wrote. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Source of  evil is rejecting God, one’s 
neighbor, pope tells Muslim scholars 

AWALI, Bahrain — Conflicts and evil in the world are all rooted 
in people rejecting God and their brothers and sisters, Pope 
Francis said to international Islamic scholars and experts. “Dear 
friends, brothers in Abraham and believers in the one God: Social, 
international, economic and individual evils, as well as the dra-
matic environmental crisis of  our time on which we have reflected 
here today, ultimately derive from estrangement from God and our 
neighbor,” he said Nov. 4 during at meeting with members of  the 
Muslim Council of  Elders. “Ours, then, is a unique and 
inescapable duty: to help humanity to rediscover the forgotten 
sources of  life, to lead men and women to drink from the well-
springs of  ancient wisdom, and to bring the faithful closer to wor-
ship of  the God of  heaven and closer to our brothers and sisters 
for whom he created the earth,” the pope said. A few dozen imams, 
scholars, leaders and representatives of  the Vatican gathered in a 
courtyard at the mosque of  the Sakhir Palace for the meeting, 
which began with a Muslim boy reciting a few verses from the 
Quran, followed by a Christian girl reading from the Book of  
Genesis. Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, grand imam of  Egypt’s Al-Azhar 
mosque and university and chairman of  the Muslim Council of  
Elders, was among the speakers. He said interfaith dialogue is key 
to confronting today’s crises, “especially the vast chasm between 
rich and poor and its continuing expansion, and this accompany-
ing imbalance of  man and nature.” 

 

Russian ambassador confirms pope 
helped facilitate prisoner exchanges 

VATICAN CITY — Russia’s ambassador to the Vatican con-
firmed Pope Francis helped facilitate recent prisoner exchanges 
with Ukraine and said the Vatican is ready to act as a mediator 
between Ukraine and Russia. The Italian news agency Askanews 
reported the ambassador, Aleksandr Avdeyev, said the exchanges 
of  prisoners occur in accordance with the lists of  military prison-
ers of  the Armed Forces of  Ukraine; the lists are handed over by 
Pope Francis. “In this case, we highly appreciate the personal 

actions of  the pontiff, who is carrying out a very important 
humanitarian mission that allows hundreds of  people to return to 
their families,” Avdeyev said. Returning to the Vatican from 
Bahrain Nov. 6, Pope Francis told reporters traveling with him 
that the Vatican is “constantly attentive” to what is happening in 
Ukraine, and that the Secretariat of  State continues to do what is 
possible and has worked behind the scenes to help arrange prison-
er exchanges. The pope also told reporters he thinks the cruelty of  
the attacks on Ukraine and its civilians are the work of  mercenar-
ies, not Russians, who are “a great people” and have a strong 
“humanism.” 

 

Italian missionary sister beatified 
after serving nearly a century ago 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Rwandan Cardinal Antoine Kambanda 
beatified an Italian Cottolengo nun who served in Kenya about 100 
years ago. Beatification is one of  the final steps toward sainthood. 
Sister Maria Carola Cecchin served in Kenya 1905-1925. The mira-
cle needed for her beatification involved the cure of  a stillborn 
infant, who now is a healthy 9-year-old boy. “She knew this place 
well and spent her youth for the Gospel among us here. ... She is a 
model of  missionary of  charity,” Cardinal Kambanda told these 
gathered in Meru, Kenya, Nov. 5. “When Blessed Sister Maria 
Carola Cecchin experienced the great love of  Christ, she spared no 
effort to proclaim the Gospel of  God to the nations, to the people 
who had not yet known Christ.” The fifth of  10 children, Fiorina 
Cecchin was born April 3, 1877, in Cittadella, Italy. At age 19, she 
joined the Cottolengo Sisters, and in 1905 she left for Kenya. 
Cardinal Kambanda said Blessed Maria Carola represented “so 
many missionaries in that time who accepted to endure all sorts of  
sacrifices and risks to bring the salvation of  God to the missions. 
They left their country without knowing whether they would ever 
go back. They made long journeys on the sea, on land and on foot.” 

 

U.S. bishops launch new approach to 
teaching the faith 

WASHINGTON — Catholic Church leaders are taking a new 
approach to passing on the faith, saying they recognize a pressing 
need to do this in a way that adapts to the modern world. This new 
outreach, called the Institute on the Catechism, is not a place but 

instead a new springboard for faith formation developed by the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee on the 
Catechism. It will involve catechetical publishers working directly 
with the USCCB subcommittee on new ways to pass on the faith 
using digital tools and aiming to reach a more diverse Church. It 
will also provide resources to dioceses and yearly, in-person train-
ing conferences and retreats for diocesan catechetical leaders. As 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of  Bridgeport, Connecticut, chairman 
of  the bishops’ Subcommittee on the Catechism, sees it: Catholic 
parishes need to re-create a “Catholic culture that recognizes 
we’re in the 21st century. We can’t go back to 1950; it’s gone.” Re-
creating what he describes as a “radically different model” for 
teaching the faith is something he has been working on with this 
subcommittee for the past several years. The bishop announced 
the proposal to create the institute at the bishops’ spring meeting 
last June. It will officially launch Nov. 10-12 just ahead of  the bish-
ops’ annual fall meeting in Baltimore. 

 

Cardinal tells leaders at COP27 they 
have duty to act on climate change 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — Leaders gathered in Egypt for 
the U.N. climate summit have “a moral obligation” to act seriously 
and together to safeguard the planet and to offer concrete aid to 
people suffering the “more frequent and more serious humanitari-
an impacts caused by climate change,” said Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin. The Vatican secretary of  state led the Holy See’s official 
delegation to COP27, the 27th Conference of  the Parties to the U.N. 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, meeting in Sharm el-
Sheikh Nov. 6–18. The cardinal told world leaders Nov. 8 that “the 
growing phenomenon of  migrants being displaced” by climate 
change is something they must act on because currently “they 
lack access to international protection” recognizing them as 
deserving special care. And, he said, if  it is not possible to give 
them special status as refugees, “it is important to recognize 
migration as a form of  adaptation and to increase the availability 
and flexibility of  pathways for regular migration.” The 2015 Paris 
Agreement, which the Vatican has signed on to, set out “four pil-
lars” for immediate action: mitigation, adaptation, finance, and 
loss and damage payments. Cardinal Parolin told the summit that 
the four pillars are “interconnected and are a matter of  fairness, 
justice and equity.” 
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