
Laura Keener  
Editor 

From its scenic location high atop the hill, the Newport Central 
Catholic High School community is accustomed to looking down at 
the incredible view of  the Ohio River, Cincinnati skyline and sur-
rounding area. Now, school leaders are shifting their view and are 
inviting alumni, family and friends to do the same with the official 
launch of  its “Looking Up” capital campaign. 

In a letter to Kenny Collopy, principal, Bishop John Iffert recently 
approved a $13 million capital campaign that will bring updates and 
improvements to the school’s campus and programs — including a 

long-prayed for multi-purpose athletic complex. 
“Recently I met with leaders from Newport Central Catholic High 

School to learn the early fundraising results from their silent cam-
paign,” said Bishop Iffert. “During my review of  the silent campaign 
results, I see strong support for the campaign needs that were pre-
sented. Therefore, I am happy to approve NCC’s request to begin a 
$13 million capital campaign. This campaign can begin immediately. 
Please join me in unity of  prayer and effort to strengthen our beloved 
Newport Central Catholic High School and the mission of  Catholic 
education in the Diocese of  Covington.” 

Mr. Collopy said that during the silent phase of  the “Looking Up” 
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“Behold, the Lord will come 
descending with splendor to visit his people with peace, 
and he will bestow on them eternal life.” 

       —Roman Missal second Friday of Advent, Entrance Antiphon

Second 
Sunday  
of Advent 
Dec. 4

(continued on page 10)

(above) A statue of  Mary over-
looks the city skyline at the Mary 
Grotto on Newport Central 
Catholic’s campus. (below) A ren-
dering demonstrating the pro-
posed STEM wing to be built.
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Deacon Larry Kleisinger 
Messenger contributor 

Wherever St. Joseph traveled with his pregnant wife, 
his home became an Adoration chapel and Mary was the 
tabernacle. Nazareth, Bethlehem and Egypt are all chapels 
where St. Joseph stopped and contemplated the divine 
presence of  Jesus Christ in the “tabernacled” womb of  the 
blessed Mother. 

“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” Luke 1:41 

“Words cannot express the perfection of  his adoration. 
If  St. John leaped in the womb at the approach of  Mary, 
what feelings must have coursed through Joseph during 
those six months when he had at his side and under his 
very eyes the hidden God? If  the father of  
Origen used to kiss his child during the 
night and adore the Holy Spirit living 
within him, can we doubt that Joseph 
must often have adored Jesus hidden in 
the pure tabernacle of  Mary? How fer-
vent that adoration must have been: 
My Lord and my God, behold your ser-
vant! No one can describe the adora-
tion of  this noble soul. He saw nothing, 
yet he believed; his faith had to pierce the 
virginal veil of  Mary. So likewise, with you. 

Under the veil of  
the Sacred Species 
your faith must see 
our Lord. Ask St. 
Joseph for his live-
ly, constant faith.” 
— St. Peter Julian 
Eymard, founder, 
Congregation of  
the Blessed 
Sacrament  

“The taberna-
cle is to be situated ‘in churches in a most wor-
thy place with the greatest honor.’ The dignity, 
placing and security of  the Eucharistic taber-

nacle should foster adoration before the Lord 
really present in the Blessed Sacrament of  the 

altar.” Catechism of  the Catholic Church 1183

An Advent meditation

December 2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

On the weekend of December 10 and 11, 2022, the Diocese of 
Covington will be conducting the Retirement Fund for Religious 
Collection, an annual appeal that benefits nearly 25,000 elderly sis-

ters, brothers, and religious order priests. Our senior religious are a treasure — both for 
their service to our Church and for the ways their prayer and witness enrich our faith. 
“Planted in the house of the Lord, they shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall 
bear fruit even in old age.” (Ps 92:14-15) 

As I reflect on the ministry of women and men religious — past and present — I am grate-
ful for the ways they have shaped my own faith. I also value the tremendous service they 
have offered our diocese. Perhaps you, too, recall an older religious who made a positive 
difference in your life.  

Most senior religious worked many years for little pay, leaving their religious communities 
with a shortage of retirement savings. Rising health-care costs and decreased income com-
pound the challenge to meet day-to-day needs for medications, nursing assistance and 
other necessities. Donations to the Retirement Fund for Religious provide financial support 
that helps religious communities care for aging members while ensuring younger ones can 
continue the good works of their elders. 

I understand you are asked to support many worthy causes. I invite you to give what you 
can. Most importantly, please pray for God’s continued blessing on all our women and men 
religious. Rest assured that they are praying for you. 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 

 
Most Rev. John C. Iffert 
Bishop of Covington

St. Francis Xavier Parish welcomes 23rd pastor 

St. Francis Xavier Parish, Falmouth, celebrates, Nov. 19, 
the installation of  its 23rd pastor, Father Britton 
Hennessey. Msgr. Gerald Reinersman, pastor, St. Joseph 
Parish, Cold Spring and dean, Campbell County 
Deanery, celebrated the installation Mass. During the 
rite of  installation, the celebrant leads the new pastor 
to sacramental areas of  the Church. Above, Father 
Hennessey incenses the ambo after Msgr. Reinersman 
instructs him, “Here Father Hennessey, you will pro-
claim Christ the way, the truth and the life, in this way 
feeding the faithful of  Christ from the table of  His 
word. Believe what you read here, teach what you 
believe and practice what your preach.”

A sculpture of  Our 
Lady pregnant with 
the Christ Child and 
St. Joseph is from  
St. James the Grater 
Church, Charles 
Town, West Virginia. 
The photo has been 
provided by Father 
Lawrence Lew, O.P. 
through Flickr.

CNS photo/Paul Haring 

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, Dec. 8 

(above) Flowers surround an image of Mary at 
the base of a tall Marian statue overlooking the 
Spanish Steps in Rome Dec. 8, 2021, the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception. Pope Francis prayed 
at the statue before daybreak, continuing the 
papal tradition of visiting the Spanish Steps on 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception. The 
feast commemorates the Church’s teaching that 
“The most Blessed Virgin Mar was, from the first 
moment of her conception … preserved immune 
from all stain of original sin.” (Pope Pius X, 
Ineffabilis Deus) 

This year the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, a holy day of obligation, is 
Thursday, Dec. 8. Bishop John Iffert will cele-
brate the Vigil Mass, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 5:30 
p.m., at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington. 

The Curia office will be closed on the feast day, 
Dec. 8.
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In late July we experienced terrible flooding in parts of  
the Diocese of  Lexington, Ky. But even before people had a 
chance to clear the mud and ruined belongings from their 
homes, gifts to Catholic Charities Lexington began to 
arrive from every part of  the country. Catholic Charities 
USA and other dioceses were among the most generous 
donors — several began taking up second collections, 
while others sent support from their reserves. And there 
were hundreds of  families and individuals who sent gifts 
on their own.• 

Now, with the arrival of  snowflakes and cold tempera-
tures, HVAC systems are being replaced and building sup-
plies have been made available for repairs through our 
cooperation with Home Depot. Working with the St. 
Vincent de Paul Disaster Services Corporation’s “House in 
a Box” program, we are delivering basic household goods 
like beds, couches and kitchen tables to people who lost 
everything. With all of  your help, we can provide financial 
assistance to those in need. The chronic poverty of  
Appalachia already affects a disproportionate part of  the 
population, and these are the folks who are least able to 
resist a natural disaster. 

The Catholic community, well beyond the borders of  
our diocese, has demonstrated solidarity and has helped 
our people on the scene to make a substantial impact in the 
lives of  the people devastated by this flooding. 

It seems most appropriate at this time when our nation 
pauses to give thanks and as we enter the joyous anticipa-
tion of  the Advent season, to offer a heartfelt thanks to all 
of  you whose support has been lifegiving. We in the 
Diocese of  Lexington pray that God will bless you and 
your families with a grace-filled Advent and Christmas 
Season, and a Happy 2023. 

Peace and all good, 
Most Rev. John Stowe, 
OFM Conv. 

Bishop of  Lexington

A message of gratitude from Lexington

Dec. 4 

Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 10 a.m. 

Advent Festival Lessons and Carols, Cathedral 
Basilica, 3 p.m. 

Permanent Deacons Christmas celebration, Bishop 
Howard Memorial Auditorium, Covington, 3–7 p.m. 

Dec. 5 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare Christmas dinner, 
Metropolitan Club, Covington, 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 6 
Advisory Council meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

Diocesan Finance Council meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

Covington Deanery Strategy Session, Bishop 
Howard Memorial Auditorium, 7–9 p.m. 

Dec. 7 
All-school Mass, Bishop Brossart High School at  
St. Mary Church, Alexandria, 9:45 a.m. 

Vigil Mass, Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
followed by dinner, Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 8 
Diocesan Curia offices closed in observance of the 
Feast Immaculate Conception 

Dec. 9 
Religious Superiors meeting, 10:30 a.m. 

Religious Superiors Christmas luncheon, 
Metropolitan Club, 12 p.m. 

Mass, 10th anniversary Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel, 
Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, 5 p.m. 

Dec. 10 
Mass followed by lunch, Sisters of St. Joseph the 
Worker motherhouse, Walton, 10 a.m. 

Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
4:30 p.m. 

Diocesan Christmas Tree lighting and Bambinelli 
blessing, St. Mary’s Park, Covington, 6–8:30 p.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Grab the Baby Jesus from your 
home nativity scene and bring  
your family to join Bishop John 
Iffert for blessings, hot chocolate, 
homemade cookies, live Christmas 
choirs and more! 

Saturday, Dec. 10,  
6–8:30 p.m.  
at St. Mary’s Park, Cathedral Square, 
Covington.

Plan to Attend —  
Deanery Strategy Sessions 

The With One Heart pastoral planning process 
will begin by listening to needs and hopes of 
clergy, religious and lay faithful. Everyone with 
a heart for the Diocese and their parish are  
encouraged to participate in a Deanery Strategy 
Session. Sessions are open to everyone, not just 
parishioners of the host deanery.  
All sessions are from 7–9 p.m. 

Dec. 6 
Covington Deanery 
Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,  
Diocesan Curia, Covington 

In August, parishes 
in the Diocese of 
Covington took up a 
flood relief collec-
tion for the people 
of the Diocese of 
Lexington. 
In total, $331,420.96 
was collected and 
sent to Bishop John 
Stowe to aid in 
recovery efforts. Most Rev. John Stowe,  

OFM Conv.

Thanksgiving with all the trimmings 
Catholic Charities – Diocese of  Covington was provided 
with over 100 Thanksgiving meals from parishioners at 
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood; St. Barbara Parish, 
Erlanger; and many individual donors. Through their gen-
erosity Catholic Charities was able to make the 
Thanksgiving holiday a little less stressful for those strug-
gling financially. Pick-ups took place at Catholic Charities 
in Latonia and, for the first time at the Mobile Food 
Pantry site at St. Edward Mission, Owenton. Father 
Joseph Rielage, parochial vicar, St. Pius X Parish, blessed 
the meals before they were sent over the highways and 
through the byways to the homes of  families of  need. 
Volunteers from St. Pius X Parish, Erlanger, helped dis-
tribute Thanksgiving dinners at St. Edward Mission, 
Owenton, as part of  the Food for Friends mobile food 
pantry. Pictured are: (front row, seated) Mary Ann and 
Dale Turner, (from left, standing) Mary Jane Day, Barb 
Jones, Jan Bledsoe, Jerry Dressman and Cathy Holland. 

Brinkman and submitted photos
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COMMENTARY

God’s anger and our feelings of guilt and shame
My early religious training, for all its strengths, placed 

too heavy an emphasis on fear of  God, fear of  judgment, 
and fear of  never being good enough to be pleasing to 
God. It took the biblical texts about God being angry and 

displeased with us literally. 
The downside of  this was 
that many of  us came away 
with feelings of  guilt, 
shame and self-hatred, and 
understood those feelings 
religiously, with no sense 
that they might have more 
of  a psychological than a 
religious origin. If  you had 
feelings of  guilt, shame and 
self-hatred, it was a signal 
that you were not living 
right, that you should feel 
some shame, and that God 
was not pleased with you. 

Well, as Hegel famously 
taught, every thesis eventually spawns its antithesis. 
Both in the culture and in many religious circles today, 
this has produced a bitter backlash. The current cultural 
and ecclesial ethos has brought with it a near-feverous 
acceptance of  the insights from contemporary psycholo-
gy vis-à-vis guilt, shame and self-hatred. We learned from 
Freud and others that many of  our feelings of  guilt, 
shame and self-hatred are really a psychological neurosis, 
and not an indication that we are doing anything wrong. 
Feelings of  guilt, shame and self-hatred do not of  them-
selves indicate that we are unhealthy religiously or 
morally or that God is displeased with us. 

With this insight, more and more people have begun to 

blame their religious training for any feelings of  guilt, 
shame and self-hatred. They have coined the term 
“Christian neurosis” and have begun speaking of  “being 
in recovery” from their churches. 

What’s to be said about this? In essence, some of  this 
is healthy, a needed corrective, though some of  it also suf-
fers from its own naiveté. And, it has landed us here. 
Today, religious conservatives tend to reject the idea that 
guilt, shame and self-hatred are mainly a neurosis (for 
which our religious training is responsible), while reli-
gious liberals tend to favor this notion. Who is right? 

A more balanced spirituality, I believe, combines the 
truth of  both positions to produce a deeper understand-
ing. Drawing on what is best in current biblical scholar-
ship and on what is best in contemporary psychology, a 
more balanced spirituality makes these assertions. 

First, that when our biblical language tells us that God 
gets angry and unleashes his fury, we are dealing with 
anthropomorphism. God doesn’t get angry with us when 
we do wrong. Rather what happens is that we get angry 
with ourselves and we feel as if  that anger were somehow 
“God’s wrath.” Next, most psychologists today tell us that 
many of  our feelings of  guilt, shame and self-hatred are 
in fact unhealthy, a simple neurosis, and not at all an indi-
cation that we did something wrong. These feelings only 
indicate how we feel about ourselves, not how God feels 
about us. 

However, that being admitted, it is too simple to write 
off  our feelings of  guilt, shame and self-hatred as a mere 
neurosis. Why? Because even if  these feelings are com-
pletely or largely unmerited, they may still be an impor-
tant voice inside us, that is, while they don’t indicate that 
God is displeased or angry with us, they still can be a 
voice inside us that won’t be silent until we ask ourselves 

why we are displeased and angry with ourselves. 
Here’s an example. There is a wonderfully enlighten-

ing exchange in the 1990s movie, “City Slickers.” Three 
men are having a conversation about the morality of  hav-
ing a sexual affair. One asks the other, “If  you could have 
an affair and get away with it, would you do it?” The 
other replies: “No, I still wouldn’t do it.” “Why not?” he is 
asked, “nobody would know.” His response contains a 
much-neglected insight regarding the question of  guilt, 
shame and self-hatred. He replies, “I would know, and I 
would hate myself  for it!” 

There is such a thing as Christian “guilt neurosis” 
(which incidentally is not limited to Christians, Jews, 
Muslims and other religious persons, but is universal 
among all morally sensitive people). However, not all feel-
ings of  guilt, shame and self-hatred are neurotic. Some 
are trying to teach us a deep moral and religious truth, 
that is, while we can never do a single thing to make God 
angry with us for one minute, we can do many things 
that make us angry with ourselves. While we can never 
do anything to make God hate us, we can do things that 
have us hate ourselves. And, while we can never do any-
thing to make God withhold forgiveness from us, we can 
do things that make it difficult for us to forgive ourselves. 
God is never the problem. We are. 

Feelings of  guilt, shame and self-hatred do not of  
themselves indicate whether we have done something 
wrong, but they do indicate how we feel about what we 
have done — and that can be an important moral and reli-
gious voice inside us. 

Not everything that bothers us is a pathology. 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher 

and award-winning author.
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Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

‘Thank you, Lord!’
Somewhere along the way, writing on this year’s 

Thanksgiving Day, I decided to give thanks for your read-
ership and for so many per-
sonal lifetime blessings. 
Thank you! 

It would take a book to 
fully accomplish this, but I 
shall spare you that experi-
ence and stick with remem-
bered highlights. But first, 
why give thanks at all? One 
can learn as I did, from try-
ing to follow the good 
example set by others — 
parents, teachers, friends, 
fellow workers, learned 
leaders, religious, clergy 
and fellow writers. Once 
again, I’ve looked to a 

“Jesus Calling” meditation, this one penned by Sarah 
Young for Thanksgiving Day: “Thankfulness takes the 
sting out of  adversity. That is why I have instructed you 
to give thanks for everything. There is an element of  mys-
tery in this transaction: 

“You give Me thanks (regardless of  your feelings) and 
I give you Joy (regardless of  your circumstances). This is 
a spiritual act of  obedience — at times, blind obedience. 
To people who don’t know Me intimately, it can seem irra-
tional and even impossible for heartrending hardships. 
Nonetheless, those who obey Me in this way are invari-
ably blessed, even though many difficulties may remain. 
Thankfulness opens your heart to My Presence and your 
mind to My thoughts. You may still be in the same place, 
with the same set of  circumstances, but it is as if  a light 
has been switched on, enabling you to see from My per-
spective. It is this Light Of  My Presence that removes the 
sting from adversity.” 

For your writer, it is that “Oh, I get it” moment after 

things have not gone right or seemingly, are not going 
quite right. Now, please allow me a few words about 
Divine Providence. From my perspective, it also could be 
sub-titled “Oh Darn!,” “Oh Why?,” or “Oh My!” Web 
research indicated that Divine Providence is also used as 
a title of  God. A distinction is usually made between 
“general providence,” which refers to God’s continuous 
upholding of  the existence and general order of  the uni-
verse and “special providence “ which refers to God’s 
extraordinary intervention in the lives of  people. Here 
are some other possible meanings and translations of  the 
words “Divine Providence.” 

— The sovereignty, superintendence or agency of  God 
over events in people’s lives and throughout history. 

— Constant surprise. 
— Everyday things that happen and things we do that 

someday prove to have great influence and significance in 
our life. 

Surely you have heard this one. “Even the best laid 
plans often go awry.” I can honestly say that I’ve felt like 
the banner child for that one many times. But, I must also 
confess that many of  those times turned out to be “bless-
ings in disguise” for which I gave sincere thanks. 

To me, God never sleeps and in my heart I believe that 
guardian angels work 24-hour shifts. I have a long list of  
my life’s examples of  divine intervention and angelic res-
cues — close calls, car crashes, explosions, Beverly Hills. I 
thank my creator for every last one of  them through 
which I continue to live, learn, endure adversity and 
receive grace and blessings from God the Father who cre-
ated me, the Son who saved me and the Holy Spirit who 
guides and strengthens me every single day. It is my hope 
that you may find a quiet time in this hectic, sometimes 
frightening world to recall how you, too, have learned 
more, lived and loved more fully through God’s Divine 
Providence. 

My mother was not Catholic until a loving nun, while 
caring for her in the hospital during a serious illness, 

guided her and prepared her for conversion. That eventu-
ally brought about my baptism after I was born. Thank 
you, Lord! In the eighth grade, Father Charles, a mission-
ary priest, spoke to our class about their local seminary, 
eventual ordination and a life of  service in Africa. I 
already wanted to be a priest, so I entered their seminary 
in the ninth grade. Within one month, I was homesick, 
back home and enrolled in high school as a freshman at 
age 13. Thank you Lord! 

All through high school, I wanted to study journalism 
in college. After graduation, I worked full time and spent 
four years in night school to qualify as a junior in jour-
nalism school at the University of  Kentucky. I had turned 
down a full-time position in a local savings and loan. I 
must say that I was a “fish out of  water” at UK, in classes 
that made no sense to me. After deciding to quit and come 
home, I was informed that the job I had been offered was 
open again. I took it and was advised to enroll in the local 
branch of  the American Savings and Loan Institute. I 
eventually earned every diploma it offered, and earned 
an undergraduate degree from Thomas More and a 
Master’s degree from Xavier, all at night and on 
Saturdays. Thank you Lord! 

Dear reader, you have patiently awaited the Oh My! in 
this more than 80-year journey. Here it is. My first savings 
and loan class was “Customer Relations.” During a class 
break one night in March, 1959, I glanced across the break 
room and saw a beautiful young woman and asked my 
friend Karen to introduce us. Sure! My first date with 
Peggy was on March 8, 1959. We were married on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 1962. Our 60th wedding 
anniversary happened a few days ago on November 22. 
Thank you, Lord! 

May we and our blessed family forever give thanks! 
“The best thing to hold onto in life is each other.” —

Audrey Hepburn 
Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for 

the Diocese of  Covington.

Ray Smith

ALONG THE WAY
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COMMENTARY

From darkness into light this Advent
Our motherhouse is located on a large property in a 

tiny village in rural France. With its old stone buildings, 
expansive pastures, flower gardens and shaded pathways, 

it’s a gorgeously bucolic 
setting and the most 
peaceful place I’ve ever 
been. 

During the year that I 
lived there I don’t think I 
heard a single airplane 
overhead, an emergency 
siren or even a car horn. 
The nighttime silent and 
dark, starlit skies were 
especially striking. 
Looking up at the stars I 
felt the deep security of  
knowing I was enveloped 
by God’s love. 

The memory of  those 
starry Breton skies still 
quiets my soul and fills 

me with a sense of  peacefulness in the midst of  life’s 
inevitable difficulties. 

What a contrast this is to the darkness enveloping our 
Ukrainian brothers and sisters this winter as their coun-
try continues to be bombarded on a daily basis. This 
darkness is not a blanket of  security or prayerful serenity 
— although cries to God no doubt rise from it — but an 
inescapable cloud of  fear and dread. 

As I think of  the people of  Ukraine during this Advent 
season, I am reminded of  the words of  the prophet Isaiah 
about the people dwelling in darkness (Is 9:2ff). This pas-
sage speaks of  a burdensome yoke, a taskmaster’s rod, 
boots tramped in battle and cloaks rolled in blood. 

This is harsh military imagery. 
The people living in darkness are wounded and 

oppressed, like our Ukrainian brothers and sisters today. 
They desperately need someone to shine a light into the 
cold cellars and improvised bunkers in which they hud-
dle. 

They need a savior. 
It is just after the winter solstice, the darkest point of  

the year, that we celebrate the coming of  our Savior at 
Christmas. Isaiah proclaims, “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light. Upon those who lived in 
a land of  gloom a light has shone … For a child is born to 

us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-
Forever, Prince of  Peace.” 

In their icons Ukrainian Catholics and Orthodox 
Christians traditionally portray the Nativity scene as a 
black cave surrounded by jagged rocks. This inhospitable 
setting represents the cruel and sinful world into which 
Jesus was born. 

From heaven a large star sends a single shaft of  light 
to pierce the darkness and guide the viewer’s eye directly 
onto the baby lying in the manger. This babe is the light 
that will dispel all darkness. 

An Orthodox monk reflecting on the Nativity icon 
wrote, “O God, upon whom will the light shine if  not 
those who live in darkness? If  I truly feel that I am in 
darkness, then I surely will seek the light.” 

This insight helps us to understand that the miracle of  
Christmas is not automatic. We must realize our need to 
be plucked out of  the darkness that surrounds us — we 
must intentionally seek the light. 

For most of  our contemporary world, Christmas is 
filled with bright lights, shiny baubles and excesses of  
every kind. It is difficult to quiet our hearts enough to 
seek the true light we so desperately need. 

Perhaps an act of  solidarity with our Ukrainian broth-
ers and sisters can help us to clarify our priorities this 
Christmas. 

Archbishop Borys Gudziak, metropolitan of  the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of  Philadelphia and the 
highest ranking Ukrainian clergyman in the United 
States, recently spoke at a meeting of  U.S. bishops. 

He suggested that we open wide a window in our 
home, turn the lights out and sit there long enough to 
really feel the cold. This act of  solidarity, he suggested, 
will help us to feel what the Ukrainian people are experi-
encing everyday as this war drags on. 

May this simple gesture of  empathy and solidarity 
inspire us to intensify our prayers for peace, that the light 
of  Christ will truly pierce the darkness this Christmas — 
the darkness of  sin and war enveloping our world, and 
the darkness that lurks in each human heart. 

O Lord, God-Hero and Prince of  Peace, how we need 
you! Come into our world anew this Christmas and dispel 
the darkness with your divine light! 

Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for 
the Little Sisters of  the Poor in the United States and an 
occupational therapist.

To see ourselves as others see usPeace and harmony
We were challenged to dress as a poem for the 

Halloween party. Suddenly an old title popped into my 
head: To a Louse, on 
Seeing One on a Lady’s 
Bonnet at Church. I fig-
ured all I needed was a 
long skirt, a prayerbook 
and a fancy hat (louse 
somewhat enlarged). 

I couldn’t remember 
whether I had read the 
poem as an English major 
or in my mother’s book of  
poems. When I found it on 
the internet I was amazed 
at how little I knew, hav-
ing recalled only the 
humorous title. 

After listening to the 
poem read superbly in the 
Scots Haddie dialect, and 

listening to an enlightening commentary, I felt I owed an 
apology to its author, Robert Burns, for having such shal-

low thoughts based only on his title. 
Burns scoffs at the “lady” wearing the bonnet for her 

pretentiousness. He reprimands the louse for his pres-
ence, recommending other sites as more appropriate for 
such a creature. 

The satire of  the poem reflects Burns’ awareness of  
humanity’s unequal condition. The louse may be more 
often identified with the poor, yet she who so desires affir-
mation as a fine lady, and looks about to see if  she is 
noticed, has a louse on her hat! Burns compared rich and 
poor in his works, and ranked the honest, hard-working 
poor higher in his estimation. 

At the end of  the poem Robert Burns comments that if  
we had the power to see ourselves as others see us, it 
would free us from many a blunder and foolish notion. 
The Halloween party presented a learning opportunity; 
I’m glad I looked farther than the title. 

Benedictine Sister Christa Kreinbrink is a professed 
member of  the Benedictine Sisters of  St. Walburg 
Monastery, Villa Hills, Ky. She and other members of  the 
community contribute to the community’s blog “Reflections 
from the School of  the Lord’s Service” online at stwal-
burg.blogspot.com.

The readings for the second week of  Advent — Cycle 
A — are: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9 and Matthew 3:1-12. 

We come this weekend to the second week of  the holy 
season of  Advent. Customarily this week calls on the 
faithful to reflect on the virtue of  peace. The first week 
we reflected on hope, the third will be on joy and the 
fourth on love. 

It is important that we understand that peace is not 
solely the absence of  conflict or violence. According to 
the catechism (quoting St. Augustine) peace is really “the 

tranquility of  order.” 
(CCC 2304) Or another 
way of  saying it: ordering 
our human nature accord-
ing to the eternal, 
immutable law of  
Almighty God. 

These laws of  God are 
found in many places, but 
most especially in divine 
revelation, through sacred 
Scripture and sacred tra-
dition. In my prayer and 
reflection, I am reminded 
of  the Lord Jesus’ prayer 
to the Father: “…that they 
may be one just as we 
are.” (John 17:11b) The 
Lord desires unity in the 

peoples he has created; which is why the first mark of  the 
Church is that she is one (I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church). 

Note, that oneness does not mean sameness. St. Paul 
in our second reading for this weekend writes to the 
Church in Rome and says: “May the God of  endurance 
and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with 
one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one 
accord you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Harmony is the word that strikes me in this sentence. 
We are used to hearing this word when we think of  
music, which is a wonderful analogy for peace. In music 
we get different notes that come together to make a beau-
tiful sound. However, it’s not just any notes coming 
together — that’s just noise. For there to be harmony, the 
notes must work together, like in a perfect fifth, or a 
major or minor third. 

Bringing multiple notes together to create a harmony 
requires one who understands music. I love to sing but I 
can’t compose. FYI – my knowledge of  a perfect fifth 
came about when I Googled “harmony” while working 
on this article. A leader or conductor is necessary in 
order to bring music together into a song or even better a 
symphony. 

The conductor makes sure that all involved in making 
the music are doing so together to create song, not noise. 
When it comes to the virtue of  peace being lived out in 
our individual lives and in the world, we need to be pay-
ing attention to the mysterious conductor of  the universe 
of  whom John the Baptist speaks of  in the Gospel, “…the 
one who is coming after me is mightier than I.” 

When it comes to peace, when it comes to order, when 
it comes to tranquility, we have to give up the ego, the 
self. Lots of  egos working together just creates a mess. 

As we continue our journey through Advent let us 
work to order our nature with that of  the divine law — 
living in conformity with the will of  God instead of  the 
will of  our ego. Let us strive to live harmoniously as one 
human family recognizing the dignity of  every human 
person, and let us find the authentic peace that is prom-
ised us by Jesus Christ! 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine 
Parish, Covington and director, Office of  Worship and 
Liturgy for the Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Very Rev. Daniel 
Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

Sister Constance  
Veit, L.S.P.

GUEST

Sister Christa 
Kreinbrink, O.S.B.

GUEST
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Catholic Schools – Following Christ

For more information about the Department of Catholic Schools, call (859) 392-1500 or e-mail asmorey@covdio.org.

In the Gospel of John 8:12, we hear Jesus say, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Each day our 
Catholic schools are teaching students how to be follow-
ers of Christ. We do this not only through the lessons in 
the classroom but also through our words and actions. 

In today’s world, the culture is telling us and our children 
to follow all sorts of people and groups — especially 
online and on social media. But we are called to follow 
Jesus first and to be wary of others who may lead us 
astray. 

This school year, we invite you 
to journey with our students 
and staff to see all the ways 
we are following Christ. And 
we encourage you to join 
with us in following Jesus 
each day through your words, 
actions, and prayers. 

 
 

Kendra McGuire 
Superintendent of  
Catholic Schools,  
Diocese of Covington

Catholic 
Schools — 
Following 

Christ

(above) Children at St. Patrick School, Taylor Mill, are eager to answer 
Father Jeffery VonLehmen’s questions at the First Friday prayer service.

(above and above right) First-graders at St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright, celebrate the Solemnity of  Christ the King by creating crowns to remind them that Christ is the king of  all 
things. As the change of  seasons approaches outside, students are taught the different seasons in the liturgical year. The Solemnity of  Christ the King is celebrated on the last 
Sunday of  Ordinary Time and marks the change to the season of  Advent. 

(above) Eighth-grade students at Immaculate Heart of  Mary School, 
Burlington, spend time in adoration during their retreat at Camp River 
Ridge in Oldenburg, Indiana.

(right and far 
right) 

St. Henry 
District High 

School, 
Erlanger,  

celebrates an 
all-school 

Mass on the 
first Friday of  
every month. 

Students  
participate in 

the Mass as 
they prepare 

and celebrate  
following 

Christ.



The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon to 
1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna 
12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and DirectTV 
25. 

The Cathedral Concert Series continues its 46th season with 
the Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols, 3 p.m., Dec. 4. 
Bishop John Iffert will be the presider. Choral pieces, sung 
by the Bishop’s Choir, and Advent hymns echo the seven 
readings which foretell of  the coming nativity. All Cathedral 
Concerts are open to the public with no admission charge. A 
freewill offering is gladly accepted. Visit cathedralconcert-
series.org for more information on the current season. 

United in Prayer, the women religious of  the Diocese of  
Covington invite all to join them in a gathering of  prayer at 
the Bell Tower at Goebel Park, Covington, Dec. 6, 6 p.m. to 
offer prayers of  peace in response to the violence in our 
country and around the world. 

The High School Placement Test (HSPT) is an assessment used 
to determine high school placement into honors and advanced 
courses and awarding of  scholarships. The HSPT will be 
administered in the Diocese of  Covington Dec. 10. Newport 
Central Catholic High School is offering a two-hour HSPT 
preparatory course, Dec. 4 and 6, 4:30–6:30 p.m. This course is 
available to all 8th grade students in the Diocese of  Covington, 
regardless of  where they plan to take the exam on Dec. 10. Cost 
$20, includes printed course materials for further test prep. 
Payment can be made the day of  the session by cash or check. 
Registrations will be accepted the day of  the event; pre-register 
at ncchs.com. 

The Newport Central Catholic Theatre Department presents 
“Noises Off,” Dec. 9, 10 and 11, at its Ciafardini Family 
Blackbox Theatre. “Noises Off” is a slapstick farce about actors 

rehearsing for their upcoming play. Tickets are $8 adults; $5 stu-
dents and may be purchased on GoFan.co or at the door. 

“12 Dates of Christmas” presented by the Thomas More 
University Villa Players in conjunction with the American 
Legacy Theatre, Dec. 9–18, Thomas More Theatre, Crestview 
Hills. This heartwarming, one-woman play offers a hilarious 
and modern alternative to the old standards of  the holiday sea-
son. Bring a gift to donate to Toys 4 Tots. A portion of  the pro-
ceeds benefit the Ron Mielech ’57 Scholarship fund at Thomas 

More. Show times vary, tickets 
available at americanlegacythe-
atre.org. 

Bishop Brossart High School, 
Alexandria, 9th annual 
International Nativity 
Display, Dec. 11, 17, 18, 10 a.m.–
4 p.m. and Dec. 24, 9 a.m.–noon. 
The display features over 160 
nativity sets made by artists 
and craftsmen from 78 different 
countries. Free and open to the 
public. 

Advent Mission with Father 
Michael Hennigen, St. Agnes 
Church, Ft. Wright, Dec. 7, 14 
and 21, 7–8 p.m. Father 
Hennigen will offer reflec-
tions on the theme, “The 
Musical of  the First Two 
Chapters of  the Gospel of  
Luke,” followed by 
Eucharistic exposition and 
adoration. Confessions will 
be offered during adoration. 
Benediction will close the 
mission each evening. 

School Counselor Holiday 
Brunch, Dec. 9, 11 a.m.–1 p.m., 
Thomas More University, 
Steigerwald Hall – Saints 
Center. School counselors, 
principals, superintendents 
and community advocates, 
this fun event celebrates you 
and your work contributing 
to students’ college dreams. 
Join TMU for traditional 
brunch fare, games and 
Christmas-themed fun. RSVP 
at tmuky.us/counselor-
brunch. 

Rorate Mass, Dec. 10, Divine Mercy Parish, Bellevue, followed 
by breakfast and set-up of  our outdoor nativity scene. This will 
be a candlelight, Advent Mass at dawn in honor of  Our Lady, 
celebrated at Mary’s altar. Rosary 7:10 a.m., candlelight Mass, 
7:30 a.m. Breakfast afterwards in Charity Hall limited to the 
first 80 people who RSVP by Dec. 5, e-mail 
dmsb.cindy@gmail.com or call 261-6172. No cost, freewill offer-
ings accepted. Sponsored by the parish Knights of  Columbus 
Council, Catholic Men’s Group, and Young Adults. 
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

High School Open Houses 
The Catholic high schools in the Diocese of 
Covington invite all interested eighth-grade  
students and their parents to this year’s Open  
House — meet faculty and staff, hear from  
current students and get a feel for the spirit  
of the school. 

Covington Latin School, Covington 
Dec. 4, 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Holy Cross District High School, Covington 
Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Patrick High School, Maysville 
Contact school for information and a tour.

Rite of  Acceptance 
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, had the Rite of  Acceptance and welcoming for RCIA  
candidates, Nov. 13. Pictured are the candidates and catechumens with their sponsors  
and RCIA coordinators.

A baby shower for the Rose Garden Mission 
The students of  St. Joseph School, Cold Spring held a baby shower. The beneficiaries are 
mothers seeking assistance at the Rose Garden Mission, Covington. The eighth grade  
students decided that as a service project they would like to help the mission continue its 
work in helping moms make good choices in their pregnancies by assisting them with the 
materials they need to take care of  their selves and their babies. The donated gifts filled 
Mother Seraphina’ s van from the Rose Garden Mission.
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Sts. Peter and Paul Parish welcomed Bishop John 
Iffert, Nov. 6, for Mass and the blessing of  its new access 
road. Father Jacob Varghese, pastor, concelebrated Mass 
and led the blessing. 

In 2012 Sts. Peter and Paul Parish purchased the 
Brossart Estate property adjacent to the parish, which 
allowed for expansion and construction of  a 950-foot long 
driveway to the back of  the school with access to the 
church by driving through the school parking lot. Prior to 
this new driveway there was only one access road — a 
steep one — to the parish. The steep incline was difficult 
to navigate, particularly during snowy and icy weather. 
Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys approved the project three 
years ago and it has been funded by donations from within 
and outside the parish. Once a month the parish held a 
second collection to help fund the new road. 

After the blessing, Bishop Iffert cut the ribbon and rode 
in a golf  cart to bless the entire length of  road, joining the 
parishioners for a reception following the event. 

“We extend our heartfelt thanks to both our bishops 
and pray our blessings on all the contributors either by 
their generous donations or by voluntary works,” said 
Father Varghese. 

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish adds a second access road

Geiger photos

(left) Bishop John Iffert cuts the 
ribbon, Nov. 6, to the new Sts. Peter 
and Paul Parish access road. 
(above) The 950-foot long driveway 
leads to the back of  the school 
building and offers a less steep and 
safer passage, especially during 
inclement weather. (right, from 
left) Father Jacob Varghese, pastor; 
Bishop John Iffert and Father 
Jordan Hainsey, administrative 
assistant to the Bishop; at the bless-
ing and ribbon cutting.
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Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

While formal dialogue about the theological and histor-
ical causes of  the splits in Christianity are essential, so, 
too, is a recognition that "sinful actions and attitudes" have 
contributed and continue to contribute to divisions in the 
body of  Christ, Pope Francis said. 

"We are called, then, to work toward the restoration of  
unity between Christians, not merely through signed 
agreements but through fidelity to the Father's will and 
discernment of  the promptings of  the Spirit," Pope 
Francis wrote in a letter to Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew of  Constantinople Nov. 30, the feast of  St. 
Andrew. 

"We can be thankful to God that our churches are not 
resigned to past and current experiences of  division, but, 
on the contrary, through prayer and fraternal charity are 

seeking instead to achieve full communion that will enable 
us one day, in God's time, to gather together at the same 
eucharistic table," said the pope's letter, which was read 
publicly at the end of  a Divine Liturgy in the patriarchal 
church of  St. George in the Phanar, the patriarchate's 
headquarters in Istanbul. 

The letter was delivered personally by Cardinal 
Leonardo Sandri, outgoing prefect of  the Dicastery for 
Eastern Churches, who led a Vatican delegation to 
Istanbul for the feast of  St. Andrew, the brother of  St. Peter, 
and patron saint of  the Orthodox patriarchate. 

The pope and the patriarch send delegations to each 
other's churches each year for the celebrations of  their 
patron saints' feast days: the Vatican's June 29 celebration 
of  the feast of  Sts. Peter and Paul and the patriarchate's 
celebration of  the feast of  St. Andrew. 

Pope Francis included in his letter condolences over the 
Nov. 13 Istanbul bombing that killed six people and wound-
ed more than 80 on a busy street lined with shops and 
restaurants. 

"I entrust to the mercy of  Almighty God those who have 
lost their lives or have been wounded by the recent attack 
in your own city and pray that he will convert the hearts of  
those who promote or support such evil actions," the pope 
wrote. 

The bombing is another sign that "dialogue and 
encounter are the only viable path for overcoming con-
flicts and all forms of  violence," the pope said, mentioning 

how that position and 
the importance of  inter-
religious dialogue, in 
particular, was affirmed 

by the pope and patriarch when they met and prayed 
together in early November in Bahrain. 

"The full restoration of  communion among all the 
believers in Jesus Christ is an irrevocable commitment for 
every Christian," the pope wrote, because "the 'unity of  all' 
is not only God's will but an urgent priority in today's 
world," so often marked by violent divisions. 

Catholics and Orthodox, he said, must acknowledge 
that their divisions "are the result of  sinful actions and 
attitudes which impede the work of  the Holy Spirit, who 
guides the faithful into unity in legitimate diversity. It fol-
lows that only growth in holiness of  life can lead to gen-
uine and lasting unity." 

Pope Francis also remembered Patriarch Bartholomew 
and the Orthodox community at the end of  his weekly gen-
eral audience that day. 

With thousands of  people gathered in St. Peter's 
Square, Pope Francis told them, "I wish to express my spe-
cial affection to my dear brother Patriarch Bartholomew I 
and the entire church of  Constantinople. May the interces-
sion of  the holy brother apostles Peter and Andrew soon 
grant the church to fully enjoy its unity" and grant "peace 
to the whole world, especially at this time to the dear and 
tormented Ukraine, which is always in our hearts and 
prayers." 

Overcoming Christian divisions would give world hope, pope tells patriarch

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis accepts artwork of  
himself  during his general audi-
ence in St. Peter's Square at the 
Vatican Nov. 30, 2022.
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We offer many unique Wedding Venues in NKY  
and downtown Cincinnati 

The Grand and Pinnacle ballrooms Covington 
The Gardens of Park Hills 

Preferred Caterer at The Drees Pavilion and Devou Clubhouse 
The Cincinnati Club Downtown Cincinnati 
The Center Ballroom at Fountain Square 

Partner Venues 
Cincinnati Music Hall,  Rhinegeist Brewery,   

The Prickel Barn Verona Ky.

IT'S STILL A GREAT TIME  
TO SELL YOUR HOME

I have clients looking for homes. 
Some are even cash buyers! 

If you're thinking of selling, give me a call, 
I may have someone for your home.

FOR RESULTS, CALL MARIE WIEDER 
OF RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates 

(859) 801-9762

campaign 17 generous donors committed $7.8 million. 
“We are overwhelmed and blessed by the generosity of  

our benefactors who have committed investments in the 
silent phase of  this campaign and are so excited for our 
students and community,” Mr. Collopy said. “We are mak-
ing improvements to more than just facilities, and these 
updates will go a long way in enhancing the NCC experi-
ence by providing great resources for our students, teach-
ers, staff  and community.” 

The “Looking Up” campaign is the result of  many years 
of  extensive and collaborative planning, which included 
an evaluation of  the school’s programs, facilities and 
financial resources. Hundreds of  volunteers have been 
involved in the planning process. Mr. Collopy announced 
the public phase of  the campaign Nov. 21, inviting alumni, 
family and friends to make a financial gift. 

Initiatives to be funded by the campaign include: a 
state-of-the-art Science Learning Center with STEM Labs; 
campus and existing facilities improvements including 
roof  repair/replacement, campus entryway enhance-
ments, driveway expansion and HVAC upgrades to the 
gymnasium and original school building; the elimination 
of  a million dollars of  debt; and the building of  an on-cam-
pus multi-purpose athletic complex providing a home field 
for soccer, track and football teams and a practice facility 
for baseball and softball teams. 

Additionally, a portion of  the 
money saved by the elimination 
of  debt will be used for the con-
tinued enhancement of  the faith 
formation programs at NCCHS. 
Mr. Collopy and other school 
leaders are meeting with the 
leadership at Dynamic Catholic 
to explore ways to enrich its cur-
rent theology and faith enrich-
ment programs, not only for stu-
dents but also for staff, faculty 
and families. Based in Erlanger, 
Dynamic Catholic Institute 
offers a plethora of  books, 
videos and programs for indi-
viduals of  all ages and parishes 
designed to educate, engage and 
inspire faith life. 

“We don't know what that looks like yet, but we are 
working with Dynamic Catholic to develop that relation-
ship,” said Mr. Collopy noting that, outside of  the “Looking 
Up” campaign, the school is working on a five-year strate-
gic plan for faith development. “We want to bring every-
body in not just the students but staff, alumni parents, 
because the parents are really the key to that.” 

With the funds that have already been committed to the 
“Looking Up” campaign, NCCHS will begin work hopeful-
ly as early as Spring 2023 on the new Science Learning 

Center and STEM Labs. 
“Obviously, the science labs are the number one priori-

ty for a number of  reasons,” said Mr. Collopy. “We want to 
support our students and our staff  as much as we can aca-
demically, so people are very excited about that.” 

School leaders also felt that the Science Learning 
Center was a good project to “get the ball rolling” because 
its projected cost of  $2.1 million is significantly less and 
more attainable than the $7.9 million projected to complete 
the athletic complex. Also, he said, there has not been any 
major upgrades to the current facility in nearly a decade. 

“Our facilities currently don't match what we offer,” 

‘Looking up’ 
(Continued from page 1)

A rendering of  the proposed 
athletic complex.
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said Charles Marks, development director, 
NCCHS, as he praised the quality of  edu-
cation and the caliber of  educators at 
NCCHS. “Our students are interested in 
those fields of  science, engineering and 
math and I think that'll grow when we 
have the facilities that showcase that field 
a little bit better.” 

Speaking of  fields. Having a home field 
for its championship football team has 
been a longtime rallying cry for the 
NCCHS community. Erosion on the hill 
has been a stumbling block. Building a 
wall to fortify the hill is part of  the new 
athletic complex plan. 

“The athletic complex is not just a field 
for football, it's boys and girls soccer, track 
and field, our baseball team and softball 
team will practice there, and it's also a 
community gathering space,” said Mr. 
Collopy. “We could have true homecom-
ings here, class reunions where we invite 
classes back and they're able to go down to 
football games. It's all about bringing our 

community back to campus.” 
Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  

Schools for the Diocese of  Covington has 
both a professional and personal interest 
in NCCHS. Her father and uncles as well 
as many of  her cousins are alumni. 

“Since the ‘School on the Hill’ first 
opened its doors in 1955, Newport Central 
Catholic High School has been a beacon of  
faith and education for families in north-
ern Campbell County,” Mrs. McGuire said. 
“I am thrilled that the school community 
is coming together ‘Looking Up’ in praise 
and thanksgiving as they begin this invest-
ment not only in its facilities but also in its 
academics and community. I thank Kenny 
Collopy for his faith and enthusiasm in 
leading this campaign and look forward to 
celebrating with the entire NCCHS com-
munity as their vision becomes reality.” 

For information on Newport Central 
Catholic High School and its “Looking Up” 
capital campaign visit www.ncchs.com. 



Moore’s Painting 
The Company you feel safe with 

Interior & exterior painting.  
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish. 

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CAMPUS MINISTER 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington 
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in 
working with young adults to serve in the capacity 
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky 
University. The work week will be full time,  
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The 
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman 
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evan-
gelizing presence along with spiritual support and 
opportunities for a full living and development of 
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, espe-
cially the support of spiritual life and formation 
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing 
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to par-
ticipating students; proactively engaging prospec-
tive participants, especially freshman; presenting an 
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating 
timely and effective communications with students 
and parents, including regularly updating the web-
site, Facebook page, and database; regularly inter-
facing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University 
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of 
the Newman House. Requirements include a mini-
mum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology 
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in 
young adult ministry and management. 
Interested individuals may send a cover  
letter and resume, including compensation 
history and references with contact e-mail 
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by 
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to 
(859) 392-1589.

OPPORTUNITIES AT CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Covington 
is adding services and 
growing, and this is an 
exciting time to serve in 
our local Church. If you 
have a desire to work in  
an environment where you 
can truly make a difference 
by serving others, Catholic Charities seeks  
candidates to fill the following positions:  

Client Care Services Specialist 
The primary purpose of this full-time position is to 
assist, serve and support clients and inquirers  
seeking services and assistance, and provide  
administrative support to the process. We are  
looking for a person who is client service focused; a 
compassionate listener and problem solver with a 
calm and pleasant demeanor; able to use back-
ground in human services to make initial human 
service needs assessments and assign or refer  
inquirers based on knowledge of our resources and 
those in our community. A bachelor’s degree in a 
human services related field and strong attention  
to detail are also required.  

Food Pantry Outreach Assistant Coordinator 
We are seeking a dedicated and compassionate 
individual to help run the mobile food pantry  
program in the rural counties of the Diocese of 
Covington. This is a unique opportunity for some-
one to put their faith in action tangibly by helping 
to address hunger and be the hands and feet of 
Christ in the outlying area of our diocese where 
there are limited resources and is considered a  
food desert.  This is a part time hourly position, 
averaging up to 20 hours a week.  

Parish Kitchen, Weekend Manager 
Parish Kitchen is a special ministry that serves a free 
lunch every day in Covington to anyone who is 
hungry. We are looking for individuals who feel a 
call to serve within the context of this ministry, and 
who are capable of working with the population 
we serve. We are currently in need of additional 
Weekend Managers on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., to help prepare a meal, 
supervise volunteers who assist serving between 
11:30 – 1:30, and cleanup after closing. Ideally, two 
Weekend Managers work together to oversee all 
aspects of this operation.  Prior experience in one or 
more of the following would be a strong plus: food 
service, ministry and social work.  You may be 
scheduled as few as once a month, or up to 4 or 5 
times per month, depending on your availability 
and others. 

Catholic Charities offers excellent benefits including 
generous paid time off. To learn more details about 
any of these job opportunities, please visit our 
website at 
https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-events/ 
job-opportunities. 

PRINCIPAL – ST. ATHANASIUS 
SCHOOL, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

St. Athanasius Parish and School is currently conduct-
ing a search for the Principal position to be filled effec-
tive July 1, 2023. Led by our Pastor, Fr. Minh Vu, we are 
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic with proven lead-
ership skills that are focused on each student’s devel-
opment in faith and academic growth. Our school has 
a current enrollment of 205 PreK thru 8th grade stu-
dents. We have a trusted partnership with our teach-
ers, staff and parents that works to develop each child 
to be the best version of themselves. We have a 60+ 
history that welcomes all to our exciting programs in 
the classroom and specialty areas. Candidates must 
meet the Archdiocese of Louisville’s Principal 
Requirements. Salary and benefits will be based on 
education, experience and certification as established 
by the Archdiocese. Inquiries and resumes, including 
your philosophy of education and references should be 
sent by December 30, 2022 to: Search Committee, c/o 
Fr. Minh Vu, 5915 Outer Loop, Louisville KY 40219 or 
mvu@staparish.com.
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Larry’s Tree Service 
(859) 635-8528 or 240-4563 

Reasonable Rates — Free Estimates   
FIREWOOD — Senior Citizen Discounts Available 



STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media 
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role, 
you will use your communication and web design skills 
to increase reader engagement, primarily through 
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan 
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties 
and responsibilities include creating content for  
various print and social media formats; proofreading 
content before publication; attending, taking  
photographs and reporting on events; and recording 
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe 
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must 
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational 
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle 
stress is an absolute requirement. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay 
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.    EOE

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information  
on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1500

CONGREGATION OF DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE 

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER 
We are currently seeking a part-time Bookkeeper to join 
our Finance Department. This position reports to the 
Finance Director. 
Key responsibilities of this position are: 
•     Preparing financial reports and various accounting 

statements. 
•     Prepares and post journal entries to general ledger. 
•     Performs account reconciliations. 
•     Receiving and depositing checks and paying vendor 

invoices. 
•     Coordinates automobile registration renewals for fleet 
of vehicles.  
•     Perform other duties as assigned.  

The successful candidate will have: 
•     A thorough understanding of bookkeeping practices 

and procedures. 
•     Excellent organizational skills and attention to detail. 
•     Knowledge of spreadsheets and accounting software. 
•     Experience with QuickBooks preferred.  

Interested candidates may submit a resume or contact 
Barry White by e-mail at bwhite@cdpkentucky.org or call 
(859) 441-0700 ext. 25.

ST. PHILIP, MELBOURNE 
FULL-TIME CAFETERIA MANAGER 

St. Philip School is looking for a full-time Cafeteria 
Manager, Monday through Friday 6 hours daily. This 
position requires a general knowledge of preparation, 
cooking and serving food for students. Includes  
ordering, receiving, managing inventory, cleaning,  
and maintaining school kitchen. Must comply with 
health and safety standards. Prepare production 
records and necessary records and files.  

Contact Diocesan School Food Service Director, Laura 
Hatfield at lhatfield@covdio.org or call 859-392-1551.
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For all employ-
ees and volun-
teers of the 
Diocese of 
Covington who 
in any way pro-
vide a safe 
environment 
for children. 
Step 1: 
Contact 
parish/school 
institution 
leader to 
review the 
Policies and 

Procedures and 
fill out the 
Application 
and 
Acceptance 
Forms. 

Step 2: Go to 
www.virtus.o
rg and click on 
Registration. 
Follow the 
prompts to cre-
ate an account 
and to request 
a background 

check. 
Selection.com 
is a secure site; 
the back-
ground check is 
posted on your 
account and 
you receive a 
copy if you 
request it dur-
ing the regis-
tration process. 
You will sign 
up for a VIR-
TUS training 
class during the 

registration.  

Step 3: Your 
account 
becomes 
active when 
your back-
ground check, 
VIRTUS session 
and 
Acceptance 
Form are post-
ed on your 
account. You 
will receive 12 
bulletins per 

year. You will 
receive e-mail 
notices at sys-
tem@pub.vir-
tus.org unless 
your computer 
program blocks 
them. 
Bulletins:  
n November 

bulletin: 
posted 
Sunday,  
Nov. 6; due 
Tuesday, Dec. 
6 

n December 
bulletin: posted 
Dec. 4; due Jan. 
4 
www.virtuson-
line.org, enter 
user id and 
password to 
access your bul-
letins. If your 
Virtus account 
is inactivated 
please contact 
your primary 
location for 
assistance. 

Note: If your 
Training Tab is 
missing or you 
cannot access 
your account, 
contact your 
parish, school 
or institution.  

For other diffi-
culties, contact 
Marylu Steffen 
at (859) 392-
1500 or mstef-
fen@covdio.org

Protecting God’s Children for Adults  
Safe Environment Trainings 
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Julie Asher 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — Ahead of  the U.S. Senate's Nov. 29 61-to-36 
vote approving the Respect for Marriage Act, the chairmen of  
two U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops' committees reiterated 
the bishops' " firm opposition" to the "misnamed" measure legal-
izing same-sex marriage. 

In a Nov. 23 joint letter to all members of  Congress, the chair-
men said they were writing "to implore Congress to reverse 
course" on H.R. 8404, also known as RMA. 

The Senate advanced the measure with a 62-37 vote Nov. 16. 
Its final vote passing the bill sends it back to the House for a vote. 
If  it passes that chamber, President Joe Biden is expected to sign 
the bill into law. 

The U.S. House first passed the bill July 19 with a large, bipar-
tisan vote of  267-157, but now the House must take up the 
Senate's amended version. 

Issuing the joint letter were Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of  
New York, chairman of  the USCCB's Committee for Religious 
Liberty, and Bishop Robert E. Barron of  Winona-Rochester, 
Minnesota, chairman of  the USCCB Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and Youth. 

"Tragically, Congress's consideration of  RMA now takes 
place in the wake of  the horrific attack in Colorado Springs," 
they said, referring to the mass shooting at an LGBTQ bar in 
Colorado that left six people dead and many more injured. "We 

echo the statement of  our brother Bishop (James R.) Golka of  
Colorado Springs in condemnation of  this senseless crime." 

"Our opposition to RMA by no means condones any hostility 
toward anyone who experiences same-sex attraction," Cardinal 
Dolan and Bishop Barron said. "Catholic teaching on marriage 
is inseparable from Catholic teaching on the inherent dignity 
and worth of  every human being. To attack one is to attack the 
other. Congress must have the courage to defend both." 

The bill codifies the Supreme Court's 2015 ruling in 
Obergefell v. Hodges that found a constitutional right to same-
sex marriage. It also codifies interracial marriage. 

In their joint letter, Cardinal Dolan and Bishop Barron said 
that measure's "rejection of  timeless truths about marriage is 
evident on its face and in its purpose." They repeated the cardi-
nal's earlier point that it "would also betray our country’s com-
mitment to the fundamental right of  religious liberty." 

"First, the bill will be used to argue that the government has 
a compelling interest in forcing religious organizations and indi-
viduals to treat same-sex civil marriages as valid," the analysis 
said. 

An amendment to the bill says it "protects all religious liberty 
and conscience protections available under the Constitution or 
federal law, including but not limited to the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, and prevents this bill from being used to dimin-
ish or repeal any such protection." 

It also "confirms that nonprofit religious organizations will 

not be required to provide any services, facilities, or goods for 
the solemnization or celebration of  a marriage." 

But the USCCB analysis said that even with the amendment, 
under the bill "religious objectors are likelier to be denied 
exemptions under the First Amendment and RFRA in cases 
where they would have prevailed but for the passage of  RMA." 

The measure "would have a ripple effect that hurts religious 
freedom in every context where conflicts with same-sex mar-
riage arise, not just in the context of  compliance with RMA 
itself," the analysis said. 

"Employment decisions, employees’ spousal benefits, eligi-
bility for grants or contracts, accreditation, tax exemptions — it 
runs the full gamut, even in religious liberty conflicts arising out 
of  state or local laws," it added. 

"Unfortunately, a number of  religious groups and senators 
are asserting that the amended text of  RMA sufficiently protects 
religious freedom," Cardinal Dolan and Bishop Barron said in 
their letter. 

They added that from the perspective of  the USCCB, "whose 
bishops' ministries comprise the largest nongovernmental 
provider of  social services" in the U.S., the provisions of  the bill 
"that relate to religious liberty are insufficient." 

"The amended act will put the ministries of  the Catholic 
Church, people of  faith and other Americans who uphold a tra-
ditional meaning of  marriage at greater risk of  government dis-
crimination," the two prelates said

Senate passes Respect for Marriage Act; bill now heads to House

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner  • Hot Water Heat Systems    

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call Chuck at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  
(859) 392-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400
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NEWS BRIEFS

Prefect of  Vatican economy office 
steps down, citing illness 

VATICAN CITY — Three years after Pope Francis appoint-
ed him to speed up financial reforms, transparency and budg-
et controls at the Vatican, Jesuit Father Juan Antonio 
Guerrero Alves has resigned for health reasons. The Vatican 
announced Nov. 30 that Father Guerrero was stepping down 
as prefect of  the Secretariat for the Economy and Pope 
Francis had named Maximino Caballero Ledo, the secretari-
at's general secretary, to succeed him. Unusually, the 
announcement included "deep thanks" to Father Guerrero 
"for the dedication he has shown in serving the Holy See" and 
for succeeding with "a strong and challenging work that bore 
much fruit." In a letter to staff  of  the secretariat, Father 
Guerrero said he had undergone surgery and was continuing 
medical treatment, which is "producing certain side effects 
that make it particularly difficult for me to fulfill such a 
demanding task" and that "requires better physical efficiency 
and mental concentration than I have at the moment." While 
he said he was sad to be leaving, the Jesuit told staff  that over 
the past three years they had "made a contribution to the eco-
nomic reform called for by the Holy Father himself." Father 
Guerrero's successor, Caballero, joined the office in 2020 after 
having worked in finance at an Illinois-based health care com-
pany, Baxter International, for more than 13 years. Born in 
Merida, Spain, in 1959, Caballero is married with two chil-
dren and is a childhood friend of  Father Guerrero. 

 

Catholics urged to focus on Holy 
Family, the Eucharist during Advent 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — In the Diocese of  Nashville, Bishop 
J. Mark Spalding has asked Catholics to focus on the Holy 
Family this Advent. "The idea came up in praying over the 
season of  Advent and challenges in our world today," Bishop 
Spalding said. "When you read through the Scriptures and 
examine all the major feasts, the gift of  a child is very clearly 
presented," he said, "whether we're pondering the Scriptures 
about John the Baptist announcing Jesus' coming, the angel 

Gabriel announcing the gift of  Jesus to Mary, or the signifi-
cant feasts of  the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, the announcement of  Christ and the joy of  that 
announcement are made evident. The diocese has launched 
an initiative called "The Gift of  a Child: An Advent 
Celebration of  the Family." Each week of  Advent focuses on a 
different theme -- Marriage and the Gift of  a Child, 
Motherhood, Fatherhood and Family -- which all lead up to 
the Christmas theme of  "The Gift of  The Child." Across the 
country, Denver Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila in his pastoral 
note for Advent tied preparation for Christmas to the three-
year National Eucharistic Revival, urging the faithful to use 
the season to strengthen their relationship with Christ 
through the Eucharist. In the Seattle Archdiocese, Auxiliary 
Bishop Frank R. Schuster noted that while "all the malls 
around the world" go straight to Christmas after 
Thanksgiving, Catholics "recognize there is another season in 
between, a forgotten season -- the season of  Advent."  

 
Ukrainian archdiocese demands 
release of  priests 

LVIV, Ukraine — The Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese of  
Donetsk is demanding the release of  two priests it said were 
arrested illegally in the Russian-occupied city of  Berdyansk. 
In a Nov. 25 statement, it said Father Ivan Levitsky, a 
hieromonk and rector of  the Church of  the Nativity of  the 
Most Holy Theotokos, and Father Bohdan Geleta, who works 
at the church, were detained by Russian troops Nov. 16, and 
the church was illegally searched the following day. The 
priests' relatives still do not know why the two men were 
arrested or where they are now. "We demand the speedy 
release from custody and imprisonment of  our priests ... as 
well as ensuring their unhindered legitimate service to the 
spiritual needs of  the faithful ... living in the city of  
Berdyansk," said the statement from the Eastern archdiocese. 
"We ask for maximum dissemination of  information in order 
to release the captured fathers. We appeal to the authorities 
and all people of  goodwill to join the cause of  the release of  
priests, as well as for increased prayer in this intention." 
Russian media reported the priests were detained because 
Russian troops searching the church and rectory found explo-
sives and plans for "subversive" and "partisan" activities 

directed against the troops. However, the archdiocesan state-
ment noted that the priests already were in custody when the 
search was conducted, so they "cannot bear any responsibility 
for the weapons and ammunition allegedly found in (the 
buildings). This is a clear slander and a false accusation." 

 

 
Young people tell bishops of  their 
desire to grow in faith, in the church 

BALTIMORE — If  honesty is indeed the best policy, then 
two young people addressing the U.S. bishops about the joys 
and struggles of  growing in faith became policymakers dur-
ing a Nov. 16 session at the bishops' annual fall general assem-
bly in Baltimore. Rudy Dehaney and Cecilia Flores opened up 
about their own experiences and the stumbling blocks that 
can get in the way. The two were selected as delegates from 
their respective dioceses to attend a June 23-26 gathering in 
Chicago called "Alive in Christ: Young, Diverse, Prophetic 
Voices Journeying Together." About 325 ministry leaders, 
young adults and bishops came together for the "Journeying 
Together" process. Dehaney, a campus minister at Notre 
Dame of  Maryland University in Baltimore, recounted one 
episode that happened at the gathering. Known as "the music 
guy," Dehaney, who is Black, said that on Sunday mornings, 
"gospel music could be heard at home, or at my parish." On 
the first night of  the Chicago gathering, some attendees were 
"speculating and anticipating would be sung at the next day's 
Mass. You could hear 'Total Praise' or 'Hallelujah! Salvation 
and Glory.' As we remembered those songs we grew up on, 
there was joy in our hearts that night," Dehaney told the bish-
ops. "When we did not hear the songs that day, we felt disap-
pointed and that it was a missed opportunity," he said. "It was 
not the first time," he added, yet "it is not unique to our cul-
ture. You say you get used to it, but you don't." Flores, a com-
munity organizer in Sacramento, California, and chair of  the 
"Journeying Together" young adult multicultural advisory 
committee, told the bishops that "fostering interpersonal rela-
tionships and intergenerational dialogue is needed." 

 

 
National/World 



Collection in Parishes  
December 10 & 11, 2022 
Or send donations to: 
Office of Stewardship and Mission Services 
Diocese of Covington 
Cathedral Square 
1125 Madison Avenue 
Covington, KY 41011-3115 


