
Most Rev. John Iffert 
Bishop of  Covington 

Last Christmas, my first Christmas with you here in Northern 
Kentucky, everything was so new and busy that I almost forgot to 
get a Christmas tree. The night before we were to host a gathering 
for seminarians, I said to Father Jordan Hainsey, “I guess we ought 
to have a Christmas tree.” Father Jordan went to a lot where he had 
seen dozens of  trees a few days before and found only three trees 
left, all marked for clearance. He paid three dollars for a tree no one 
else wanted and brought it home to the house on Wallace Avenue. 

That tree was about four feet tall. Shaped like an Aspen leaf  — it 
was as round as it was high. There was a bare spot on one side. We 
propped it up in the big bay window at the front of  the house and 
did our best to turn the bare spot toward the corner. We decorated 
it with colorful lights, glass bulbs, and handmade ornaments — 
rounds cut from a tree branch on which someone had stamped sym-
bols of  Advent and Christmas. I loved that little tree. 

This year, I shopped for an artificial tree. It was a disappointing 
experience. I stood pondering a line of  bare, green, plastic trees, 
perfect in their uniformity. I chose a pre-lit, nine-foot “Majestic 
Montana Fir” for the spot in front of  the bay window. It wasn’t 
everything I had hoped for. There were little bits of  pinecone that 
stood out too much against the green. The tree’s greatest virtue is 
that it was “on sale,” but it was more than three dollars. 

When I took the little card for the Majestic Montana Fir to the 
counter the perfectly helpful cashier pulled a microphone from 
under the register and announced to the store, “Brian, bring artifi-
cial Christmas tree ‘R’ to the front of  the store, please. Artificial 
Christmas tree ‘R.’” So the “Majestic Montana Fir” will, for 
Christmases future, be branded in my mind simply as “R.” That’s 
what was stamped on the plain brown box, so “R” is what I call it. 

The juxtaposition of  majestic and not so majestic trees reminds 
me of  a theological discussion. Some theologians speculate that the 
sin of  pride that led the fallen angels to rebel against God happened 
when God revealed to the angels His plan for the Incarnation. The 
angels who fell, says this explanation, simply could not accept that 
God would take on human nature and become so directly associated 

with all our human frailty. They loathed that the Lord of  the 
Universe who commanded the loyalty of  their magnificence, should 
be born in Bethlehem, a squat, squishy, little human thing, depend-
ent on mother and foster father for protection and every need. Why, 
they wondered, should God love these varied little human creatures 
and offer for them, what He had never imagined offering for the glo-
rious host of  angels? 

I unboxed Christmas tree R. Last Saturday morning, friends 
from the chancery came by to set up the tree. They brought orna-
ments and cheer. We made a morning of  decorating the big tree. It 
tops out so close to the ceiling that we had to bend it up a bit and sur-
gically remove a couple pinecones to get the angel topper on. Her 
hair just brushes the ceiling. During this work, we shared stories of  
Christmas traditions and Christmases past with family and 
friends. Their joyful affection, along with morning cups of  strong 
coffee in the glow of  Christmas Tree R, help me to warm to this new 
Christmas addition. I begin to see the appeal and the charm of  
another Christmas tree, so different from last year’s squat little 
friend. 

This Christmas and every Christmas we proclaim that, for love, 
“the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we 
see his glory, the glory as of  the Father’s only Son, full of  grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). My Christmas tree journey reminds me that the 
love that inspires so great a gift is not merely abstract. God loves 
each one of  us with a love and intensity that is shocking and 
immensely impressive — even to the angels. 

Whether you are four foot tall or closer to nine, a little squat or 
majestic, God loves you so much that he emptied himself, becoming 
a human person, being born into the world, embracing even death 
on a cross for love of  you and me. Nothing can ever separate us from 
the love of  God. 

Merry Christmas, everyone! Dwell this Christmas in the knowl-
edge that you are loved personally, deeply, and profoundly by the 
one who knows you better than you know yourself. Could there be 
any better gift? 

May the peace and joy of  Divine Love, be with you always. Merry 
Christmas and a very Blessed New Year!
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‘Emmanuel — God is with us’ 
The Messenger staff wishes you and your 

loved ones a very merry Christmas and  
a blessed New Year. This is our final issue  

of the year. Our next issue —  
the first issue of the 93rd edition of the 

Messenger — will be Jan. 6. 

The Curia offices will be closed from 
 Dec. 21 – Jan. 2 for the Christmas season. 

Many staff members will have limited 
access to their e-mail during the holiday.

�A savior has been born  
for you, who is  

Christ and Lord.� 
�Luke 2:11
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Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

On a cold Advent night, Dec. 10, families within the 
Diocese of  Covington gathered at St. Mary’s Park, 
Cathedral Square, Covington, to witness the blessing and 
lighting of  the diocesan Christmas tree, and to be a part of  
the diocese’s first ever Bambinelli blessing. 

The Blessing of  the Bambinelli was first introduced by 
St. John Paul II, and is still celebrated in Vatican City and 
around the world, especially in Europe. This tradition 
involves the blessing of  figurines of  the infant Jesus, or 
“Bambinellis,” commonly used in Nativity sets during the 
Christmas season. 

Families in the diocese were encouraged to bring their 
Bambinellis from their home to be presented by them-
selves or their children for Bishop Iffert to bless. During 
the blessing, Bishop Iffert prayed that the baby Jesus’s 
would be a sign of  God’s “abiding presence and love” to all 
who attended. 

In addition to this extra special blessing, youth choirs 
from diocesan schools including Covington Catholic High 
School, Covington Latin School and St. Augustine School, 

Covington, sang carols to accompany the event. Hot choco-
late was served along with cookies baked by Curia staff. 

The Christmas tree in St. Mary’s Park was also blessed 
by Bishop Iffert, who also would light up the tree for the 
first time this season. This tree is decorated with orna-
ments designed by various schools, organizations and 
parishes in the Diocese, and will remain in the park for the 
Christmas season. 

At the event, Bishop Iffert emphasized the importance 
of  comradery and coming together as a diocese. “Back in 
September, we had a gathering here in the park and a nice 
picnic celebration. We said, we want to get together more 
as a Church and have these kinds of  events and be togeth-
er, especially this place here at St. Mary’s Park.”

Diocese of  Covington rings in the season with first diocesan 
Bambinelli blessing and Christmas tree blessing

“Drop down dew from above, you heavens; 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
let the earth be opened up and bring forth a Savior.”. 
       —Roman Missal fourth Sunday of Advent, Entrance Antiphon

Fourth 
Sunday  
of Advent 
Dec. 18 

A young attendee admires the 
lights on the diocesan 
Christmas tree in St. Mary’s 
Park, Covington. 

Bishop Iffert speaks before the 
Covington Latin School choir, 
who sang carols to the crowd 
during the blessing.

A choir of  grade schoolers from 
St. Augustine School, 
Covington, who sang at the 
event.

A family smiles joyfully with 
their blessed Bambinellis.

Bishop Iffert blesses a young 
boy’s Bambinelli, sprinkling it 
with Holy Water.

Baker, Baker and Keener photos



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                December 16, 2022  3 

Laura Keener 
Editor 

On the feast of  St. Juan Diego, Dec. 9, Bishop John Iffert 
joined the Thomas More University community in celebra-
tion of  the 10th anniversary of  the dedication of  its Mary, 
Seat of  Wisdom Chapel. Father Raymond Enzweiler and 
Father Gerald Twaddell, both faculty members at TMU, 
concelebrated, with Deacon Brian Cox assisting. Thomas 
More University President Joseph Chillo and Divine 
Providence Sister Margaret Stallmeyer, former president 
that oversaw the building of  the chapel, served as lectors. 

In his homily Bishop Iffert tied together the feast of  the 
day — St. Juan Diego; the solemnity of  the day before — 
the Immaculate Conception and the evening’s Gospel read-
ing of  Jesus meeting the woman at the well (John 4:19–24), 
to encourage those present to have faith in the Lord as they 
build up the Church in the cultural challenges of  today. 

In the recounting of  the apparitions of  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, Bishop Iffert said, it may appear that 
Archbishop Fray Juan de Zumarraga had little faith when 
Juan Diego tells him that the Blessed Mother wants to 
build a church on the hill at Tepeyac. He wanted a sign. 

“The truth is that the good bishop and his Franciscan 
brothers had been praying a long time for action on God’s 
part … they had come to know the situation of  the indige-
nous people of  Mexico. They had come to know the devas-
tation through the war and the introduction of  disease. 
They had come to know the violence and plague that had 
led to the death of  an estimated half  of  the indigenous pop-
ulation. They had come to know that people, who were liv-
ing in despair … The Christian religion was the religion of  
their oppressors and they were firmly determined to resist 
it. 

“The good bishop needed a firm answer to his prayers. 
And so it came. Over the next months and years, millions 

of  people came to see Our Lady of  Guadalupe, who came 
with respect shown to the indigenous people and their cul-
ture … who served as a bridge to accept the gospel of  
Jesus; to know that this God, who they had learned of  from 
foreigners who had brought disease, was also a God who 
loved them and respected them and had a future for them. 
Who helped them move from one way of  life to another and 
to build up the temple of  God.” 

The woman at the well questions Jesus. Our people say 
you should worship on the mountain; your people say you 
should worship only in Jerusalem. So what’s your answer? 
Where do you think we should worship? 

“Here’s what Christ comes to reveal to us, that there is 
a living water that bubbles up within us,” said Bishop 
Iffert. “That if  we had known we would have asked for it 
from the beginning and the Holy Spirit would come and 
take up a dwelling in us … in our own being we would give 
good worship. Whenever that Spirit saw itself  in another, 
greeted itself  in another, accompany its own Spirit in 
another, wherever two or three are gathered in Christ’s 
name and the name of  his Spirit, there will the Spirit be. 
Jesus says something new is happening right here in front 
of  you.” 

About the Immaculate Conception, Bishop Iffert said 
that from the moment of  her conception, the Holy Spirit 
touched Mary and “she (Mary) had been prepared. She had 
received God’s grace because Christ gazed upon her from 
the very beginning. His loving gaze had changed and pre-
pared her. Because of  that, 
she was able to recognize 
something new that was 
promised, something that 
was being delivered into the 
world to be her salvation, 
and say, ‘yes. Yes, be it done 
to me according to your 
word.’ And the whole earth 
became a temple and she its 
tabernacle.” 

Bishop Iffert said that we 
are also living in a time of  
cultural transition and that 
Catholic universities — 
priests, women religious, 
administrators, faculty and 
staff  — are on the front lines 
of  that change.  

“We can no longer assume 
a shared cultural identity of  Christ,” Bishop Iffert said. 

“We can no longer assume a shared knowledge of  the 
Scriptures and tradition … we can no longer assume an 
intellectual tradition built from that wisdom and knowl-
edge. There’s more diversity, less agreement. 

“As a pastor of   Christian people, I can’t help but notice 
that along with that loss of  culture, along with that loss of  
the wisdom tradition, along with that shared knowledge, 
comes a growing sense of  despair, a rise in rates of  suicide, 
a sense of  loss in direction … They’re (young people) not 
sure that their life is going to be as affluent as their parents 
life. They feel they’re bound to accomplish less, to have 
less, and since having is being in our culture, to be less. 
That leaves us wondering — like that good bishop to Juan 
Diego when he came with his tilma — how do we build the 

Church in this culture? How 
are we to facilitate true wor-
ship? 

“I’ll say to you, what we 
have witnessed in the life of  
Juan Diego, what we have 
witnessed in the life of  the 
woman at the well, what we 
have witnessed in the life of  
Mary, herself, somehow, in 
some way that we may not 
see or recognize yet, God is 
working some new work in 
our midst. God is invoking 
that Spirit; that life-giving 
water dwells in our midst 
and he will raise up a living 

witness to the glory of  God in 
a temple not made with 
human hands. That’s our con-

fidence. That’s our faith, it is the virtue of  Christian hope.”

TMU celebrates the 10 year anniversary of  Mary, Seat of  Wisdom Chapel

Dec. 20 
Advisory Council, 9:30 a.m. 

Dec. 21 
Vespers and Christmas dinner 
with seminarians, Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, 4:30 p.m. 

Dec. 21–Jan. 2  
Diocesan Curia offices closed 
in observance of the 
Solemnity of Christmas and 
the New Year 

Dec. 25 
Christmas Midnight Mass, 
Cathedral Basilica, 12 a.m. 

Christmas Day Mass, Cathedral 
Basilica, 10 a.m. 

Jan. 3 
Diocesan Curia offices re-open

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Correction 
In the article entitled “Parishes collaborate in 
development of Walking With Moms In Need 
initiative” in the Dec. 9 edition of the 
Messenger, 11 parishes (not 10) are  
collaborating. St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, the 
organizing parish, was omitted from the count. 
The Messenger apologizes for the error.

Saturday, Dec. 24 
    4:30 p.m. Mass of the Vigil of Christmas 
   Music: Organ, Violin, and Cantor  
   Sunday, Dec. 25 
 
Sunday, Dec. 25 
   Pontifical Mass at 12 Midnight 
   Celebrant: Bishop John Iffert 
   Doors open at 11 p.m. 
   Prelude Music begins at 11:30 p.m. 
   Music: Organ, Cathedral Bishop’s Choir 
   Midnight Mass will be live streamed and broadcast live on 

The CW  
at 12 a.m. 

 
   10 a.m. Mass of Christmas Day 
   Celebrant: Bishop John Iffert 
   Music by the Cathedral Bishop’s Choir 
   (The Cathedral will be closed after  

10 a.m. Mass on Christmas Day) 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, Dec. 31 
   4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass Solemnity of Mary 
   Sunday, Jan. 1, Solemnity of Mary,  
   The Holy Mother of God  
   Mass at 7:30 a.m., 10 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 

Confessions: 
Friday, Dec. 16, 12–1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 3–4 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 23, 12–1 p.m 
Saturday, Dec. 24, 3–4 p.m. 
 
The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption is located at 1125 
Madison Ave., Covington, Ky. 
 
The Cathedral Parish Office will be closed Dec. 21, 2022 – 
January 2, 2023 
 
Bishop Iffert, Father Ryan Maher,  
Msgr. Kurt Kemo, Deacon Gerald Franzen, and all of the 
Cathedral staff wish you many blessings at Christmas and 
throughout the New Year.

Keener photos

(above) TMU president Joe Chillo (right) and former TMU 
president Sister Margaret Stallmeyer CDP lector at the 
chapel’s anniversary.

Students of  Thomas 
More University pres-
ent the gifts at the 
Mass celebrating the 
10 year anniversary of  
the University’s Mary, 
Seat of  Wisdom 
Chapel.

Bishop John Iffert con-
secrates the Eucharist, 
assisted by Deacon 
Brian Cox. TMU facul-
ty member, Father 
Gerald Twaddell (left) 
stands near.

Christmas at the Cathedral
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The Christmas season — 12 days of  celebration
Maura Baker 

Staff  Writer 
With Christmas, the celebration does not end on 

Christmas day. Rather, the liturgical season of  
Christmastide lasts for 12 days following the 25th, as 
described in carols such as the “12 Days of  Christmas,” 
during which occur a number of  feasts and celebrations 
within the Church. 

—The 26th of  December, the second day of  Christmas, 
is the Feast of  St. Stephen. This feast is notably mentioned 
in the classic Christmas carol, “Good King Wenceslas,” a 
story of  a Bohemian king on his way through winter 
weather to deliver alms to the poor. St. Stephen is celebrat-
ed as the first named martyr of  Christianity, and is the 
patron saint of  altar servers, bricklayers, casketmakers 
and a handful of  places, including Owensboro, Kentucky.  

—The 27th of  December, the third day of  Christmas, is 
the Feast of  St. John the Apostle, or John the Evangelist. 
St. John is one of  the 12 apostles of  Jesus and patron saint 
of  friendship, authors, editors and publishers. He is attrib-
uted as the author of  the Gospel of  John and the Book of  
Revelations. 

—The 28th of  December, the fourth day of  Christmas, is 
the Feast of  the Holy Innocents. This feast commemorates 
the massacre of  the Holy Innocents, regarded traditionally 
as the first of  Christian martyrs, in which King Herod 
ordered the execution of  all male children under 2 years 
old following Jesus’s birth. In the Roman rite, before 1955, 
the feast day featured elements of  the liturgy normally 
ascribed to penitential days, such as the omission of  the 
Gloria and the wearing of  violet vestments. In medieval 
times, it was a common tradition not to work on the feast 
of  the Holy Innocents, and Spanish-speaking nations use 
the feast as a day for pranks, similar to April Fools’. 

—The 29th of  December, the fifth day of  Christmas, is 
the Feast of  St. Thomas Becket. St. Thomas Becket was the 
archdeacon of  Canterbury, and chancellor of  England 
under King Henry II. However, as the king attempted to 
usurp the rights of  the Church, St. Thomas Becket fought 
back against his tyranny. As a result, King Henry II had St. 

Thomas Becket executed by four knights in the 
Canterbury cathedral. He is celebrated as the patron of  
several English institutions and abbeys. 

—The 31st of  December, the seventh day of  Christmas, 
is New Year’s Eve, along with St. Sylvester’s Day. St. 

Sylvester, a former pope, was known for building fabulous 
churches during his papacy, as well as serving as pope at 
the time the Nicene Creed was formulated. This feast day 
is commonly celebrated with a Midnight Mass, fireworks, 
partying and feasting, as is common with secular New 
Year’s tradition. 

—The 1st of  January, the eighth day of  Christmas, is 
the Solemnity of  Mary. This Marian feast day celebrates 
the Blessed Virgin in her role as the mother of  Christ, and 
is a Holy Day of  Obligation in the Catholic Church. 

—The 5th of  January, the twelfth day of  Christmas, is 
known as “Twelfth Night,” or an Epiphany Eve. 
Observances for this celebration include practices such as 
singing carols, chalking the door or having one’s house 
blessed for the new year. In some traditions, it is Twelfth 
Night or the day after, the celebration of  the Epiphany, that 
Christmas gifts are exchanged.

CARLA MARIA MOLINA 
CERTIFIED EXECUTIVE COACH

+1513.449.0405 
Carla@ExecutiveCoach.Solutions 

ExecutiveCoach.Solutions

(left) The painting “The Virgin and Child Surrounded by 
the Holy Innocents” by Peter Paul Rubens, c. 1618. 
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Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption  
celebrates the Feast of  the Immaculate Conception

Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

A vigil Mass was held the evening of  Dec. 7 at the 
Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, cele-
brating the Feast of  the Immaculate Conception. 

This annual Dec. 8 feast celebrates the belief  that the 
Blessed Virgin was conceived without the stain of  
Original sin and is a holy day of  obligation in the Catholic 
Church. 

Like other Marian feasts, priests may wear blue vest-
ments during this celebration, and the statue of  Mary on 
display at the front of  the Covington cathedral was dressed 
in gold and blue, and wearing a crown on her head.  

Bishop Iffert of  the Diocese of  Covington celebrated 
this vigil Mass. In his homily, Bishop Iffert reflected on the 
mystery of  the Immaculate Conception focusing on two 
words: grace and eternity.  

“The rest of  Jesus is the kind of  rest you might experi-

ence when you’re carrying a heavy footlocker, and you’re 
carrying it by yourself, and someone who is stronger than 
you comes along and says ‘Let me help you with that,’ and 
takes the other end— the heavier end, and helps you carry. 
That the kind of  rest that Jesus gives us,” said Bishop 
Iffert. “He works along with us, journeys along with us… 
that gift of  Jesus giving himself  to us, that’s what we call 
grace.” 

Bishop Iffert describes God’s eternal nature by describ-
ing God as “experiencing the whole timeline,” not just hav-
ing a long life. “He was present at Jesus’s conception, and 
mine and yours,” he said. 

“From the very beginning,” he said, God was preparing 
Mary, living in relationship with her from she was con-
ceived. “Always and everywhere this woman, Mary, lived 
in the loving gaze of  her son. And just as being a parent 
changed you, the loving gaze of  her son changed her.”

Philip Kosloski 
Aleteia 

One of  the most profound symbols associated with the 
birth of  Jesus is the manger. St. 
Luke narrates how the Virgin 
Mary, “wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes and laid him in 
a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the 
inn” (Luke 2:7).  

A manger is a feeding 
trough for animals and was 
likely the cleanest place in the 
stable where the Virgin Mary 
could place the baby Jesus. 
Christians would later reflect on this profoundly symbolic 
action and find a connection to the Holy Eucharist, where 
Jesus himself  becomes food for humanity.  

St. Cyril of  Alexandria in the 5th century explains, 
“The setting of  Christ’s birth points us to the Eucharist. 
Since through sin man becomes like the beasts, Christ lies 
in the trough where animals feed, offering them, not hay, 
but his own body as life-giving bread.”  

Earlier, St. John Chrysostom in the 4th century encour-
aged his congregation to attend Mass on Christmas Day, 
where they could approach the altar as if  they were going 
to the manger. “For if  we approach with faith we shall 
surely behold him lying in a manger. His holy table will 
supply the place of  a manger. For there will be spread the 
body of  our Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes as 
then, but on all sides surrounded by his Holy Spirit.” 

St. Bede in the 7th century also saw this symbolism. 
“He is confined in the narrow space of  a rude manger, 
whose seat is the heavens, that He may give us ample room 
in the joys of  His heavenly kingdom. He Who is the bread 
of  Angels is laid down in a manger, that He might feed us, 
as it were the sacred animals, with the bread of  His flesh.” 

This is why the feast of  Christmas is often labeled a 
“eucharistic feast,” on account of  the rich symbolism of  
the manger scene.  

As you kneel before the Nativity scene this Christmas, 
dwell upon the beautiful gift of  the Eucharist and how we 
can prepare to receive Jesus into our hearts. 

Philip Kosloski graduated from the University of  St. 
Thomas in Minnesota with a bachelor’s degree in philoso-
phy and Catholic studies and a master’s degree in theology 
from the Augustine Institute. He is currently a spirituality 
writer for Aleteia.org.

The eucharistic 
symbolism of  the 
manger 

(right) A statue of  
Mary in the 
Cathedral Basilica 
of  the Assumption 
is dressed in gold 
and topped with a 
crown in celebra-
tion of  the Marian 
feast.  (far right) 
Bishop Iffert 
stands before the 
altar, carrying a 
crozier featuring 
an image of  the 
Blessed Virgin, 
which belonged to 
Bishop William 
Mulloy, the sixth 
bishop of  
Covington. 
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Drawing into the mystery of  the Incarnation
The readings for the fourth Sunday of  Advent — Cycle 

A — are: Isiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7 and Matthew 1:18-24.  
When we say, “The 

Annunciation,” we mean, 
of  course, Luke’s story of  
the angel Gabriel appear-
ing to Mary, announcing 
that she would conceive in 
her womb and bear a son. 
Matthew tells of  another 
annunciation, though, to 
Joseph; this is the story we 
hear in this Sunday’s 
Gospel. 

Unlike Luke’s infancy 
narrative, which is written 
from Mary’s perspective, 
Matthew’s narrative is 
written from the perspec-

tive of  Joseph, and begins with Joseph considering what 
he should do about the discovery that Mary his wife is with 
child. It is at the point of  his decision when the angel of  the 
Lord appears to him in a dream. After encouraging Joseph 
not to be afraid to take Mary, his wife, into his home, the 
angel announces that the child in Mary has been conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, and that Mary will bear a son, and that 
Joseph is to name him Jesus. Luke’s narrative (Gabriel, 
Mary) and Matthew’s narrative (the angel of  the Lord, 
Joseph) are separate and different, yet they share core 
characteristics.  

We so often speak of  Mary’s “yes” to God that it is easy 
to forget that God did not ask anything. As mentioned 
above, we call the incident “The Annunciation,” not “The 

Request.” Let us recall Gabriel’s words: “Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name 
him Jesus.” A declarative sentence. 

Furthermore, Mary’s response is not “yes,” but, 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of  the Lord. Let it be to me 
according to your word.” In Matthew’s narrative, too, God 
does not ask anything of  Joseph; the angel simply makes 
the announcement, “She will bear a son and you are to 
name him Jesus.” Joseph makes no statement in response, 
of  course, being asleep, but “when Joseph awoke, he did as 
the angel of  the Lord had commanded him.” As we say, 
actions speak louder than words. 

We might ask, “Why annunciations?” The most obvious 
answer is that, while we are capable of  reasoning to many 
things about God, some things must be revealed to us. 
Neither Mary nor Joseph could have known that her child 
would come — or could come — through the overshadow-
ing of  the Holy Spirit, and so God must reveal it to them. 

We often speak of  doing God’s will, and that is a valid 
concept, but these annunciation stories are much richer 
than God commanding and Mary and Joseph obeying. 
Pope Benedict XVI, in the third volume of  his “Jesus of  
Nazareth,” puts it thus: “‘Do not be afraid’ … By means of  
this same exhortation from the angel, Joseph [and Mary] 
is now drawn into the mystery of  God’s incarnation.” (p. 
42) 

God is not just telling Mary and Joseph what to do; God 
is drawing them into the mystery of  His plan of  salvation. 
Looked at in this way, Mary’s and Joseph’s responses are 
not just obedience; they are acts of  faith — in fact, remark-
able faith. Remember what the Catechism says about faith, 
that it is “both a gift from God and a human act by which 
the believer gives personal adherence to God who invites 

his response.” 
God gives Mary and Joseph the gift of  faith, and they 

respond, not just with obedience, but first with personal 
adherence. Mary says, “I am the handmaid — in the Greek, 
the ‘slave’ — of  the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” Joseph says no word, but Matthew tells us that he is 
already “a righteous man” — as Pope Benedict writes, a 
term equivalent to the New Testament term “believer”; in 
other words, someone who belongs to God — and he does 
as he is directed. 

These annunciation stories are also insights into the 
mystery of  which Pope Benedict writes. It may be helpful 
to think of  God’s commands through the angel, not simply 
as orders, but in the sense of  Psalm 148: “Let them praise 
the name of  the Lord!/ For he commanded and they were 
created;” or Isaiah 55:11: “So shall my word be that goes 
forth from my mouth;/ it shall not return to me empty,/ but 
it shall accomplish that which I purpose.” 

God’s word will not be denied — not in the sense that 
God forces Mary and Joseph to respond against their will, 
but in the sense that his will is irresistible to those who 
truly love him. 

These annunciation stories — part of  the events sur-
rounding Jesus’ birth — are not just narrations of  events, 
but stories of  God’s word being fruitful, drawing people 
into the mystery of  his plan of  salvation in order that he 
may fulfill the promise he made to his people, and of  their 
response in faith. How is God drawing you into the mys-
tery of  His plan? How are you responding? 

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky. 
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Jesus’ dysfunctional ancestry
The full story of  how Jesus Christ came to be born 

includes elements that we do not easily imagine when 
we sing our Christmas hymns. Jesus’ family tree and 
bloodline were far from perfect and this, according to 
the renowned biblical scholar, Raymond Brown, needs 
to be kept in mind whenever we are tempted to believe 
in Jesus, but want to reject the Church because of  its 
imperfections, scandals and bad history. Jesus may 
have been immaculately conceived. However, as the 
Gospels make clear, there is much in his origins that is 
as jolting as any contemporary church scandal. 

For example, in giving us the origins of  Jesus, the 
Gospels point to as many sinners, liars and schemers in 
his genetic and historical lineage as they do to saints, 
honest people and men and women of  faith. 

We see, for example, in Jesus’ genealogy a number of  
men who didn’t exactly incarnate the love, justice and 
purity of  Jesus. Abraham unfairly banished Ishmael 
and his mother, Hagar, rationalizing that God favors 
some people over others; Jacob, by scheming and dis-
honesty, stole his brother Esau’s birthright; and David, 
to whom Jesus explicitly connects himself, committed 
adultery and then had the husband of  his mistress mur-
dered to cover up an unwanted pregnancy in order to 
marry her. 

Moreover, the women mentioned in Jesus back-
ground don’t fare much better. It is interesting to note, 
as Raymond Brown does, which women don’t get men-
tioned in reference to Jesus’ origins. The Gospels don’t 
mention Sarah, Rebekah or Rachel — all of  whom were 
regarded as holy women. Whom do they mention? 

They mention Tamar, a Canaanite woman, someone 
outside the Jewish faith, who seduces her father-in-law, 
Judah, so that she can have a child. They mention 
Rahab, also a Canaanite woman, and an outsider, who is 
in fact a prostitute. Next, they mention Ruth, a Moabite 
woman who is also outside the official religion of  the 

time. Then they mention Bathsheba, a Hittite woman, 
an outsider who commits adultery with David and then 
schemes to make sure one of  her own offspring inherits 
the throne. 

All of  these women found themselves in a situation 
of  marriage or pregnancy that was either strange or 
scandalous, yet each was an important divine instru-
ment in preserving the religious heritage that gave us 
Jesus. It is no accident that the Gospels link these 
women to Mary — Jesus’ mother — since she, too, found 
herself  in a ritually taboo pregnancy and in a marital 
situation that was peculiar. 

Further still, beyond these less-than-saintly charac-
ters in Jesus’ lineage, we see as well that some of  the 
institutions that shaped the Jewish faith were also less 
than saintly. Institutionalized religion back then suf-
fered from many of  the same problems it has today, 
including the corrupt use of  power. Indeed, Israel itself  
(perhaps justifying the deed by referring to what Jacob 
had done to Esau) seized the land of  Canaan from those 
who had a prior claim to it, claiming ownership by 
divine privilege. 

Finally, and not insignificantly, we see, too, that the 
lineage that gave us Jesus built itself  up not just on the 
great and the talented, but equally on the poor and 
insignificant. In the list of  names that makes up the 
ancestors of  Jesus, we see some that are famous but 
also others who can make no claim to specialness or sig-
nificance. Jesus’ human blood, Scripture tells us, was 
produced equally by the great and the small, the talent-
ed and the talentless. 

What’s to be learned for all of  this? Perhaps 
Raymond Brown captures it best. What all this tells us, 
he says, is that God writes straight with crooked lines, 
that we shouldn’t accept an overly idealized Christ, and 
that our own lives, even if  they are marked by weakness 
and insignificance, are important too in continuing the 

story of  the incarnation. 
As Brown puts it: “The God who wrote the begin-

nings with crooked lines also writes the sequence with 
crooked lines, and some of  
those lines are our own 
lives and witness. A God 
who did not hesitate to use 
the scheming as well as 
the noble, the impure as 
well as the pure, men to 
whom the world harkened 
and women upon whom 
the world frowned — this 
God continues to work 
through the same 
mélange. If  it is a chal-
lenge to recognize in the 
last part of  Matthew’s 
genealogy that totally 
unknown people were part of  the story of  Jesus Christ, 
it may be a greater challenge to recognize that the 
unknown characters of  today are an essential part of  
the sequence.” 

Christianity isn’t just for the pure, the talented, the 
good, the humble and the honest. The story of  Jesus 
Christ was also written and keeps being written by the 
impure, by sinners, by calculating schemers, by the 
proud, by the dishonest and by those without worldly 
talents. Nobody is so bad, so insignificant, so devoid of  
talent or so outside the circle of  faith, that he or she is 
outside the story of  Christ. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 
and award-winning author. 

Father Stephen Bankemper

GO AND GLORIFY

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE



And then the angel left her. Rug yanked unceremoni-
ously from under her feet. No warning, no gentle transi-
tion. Abruptly, definitively, finally. Abandoned? 

No sound, now, of  fluttering wings, no reassuring 
words shouted or whispered into her ear. No halo, no light 
emanating from messenger of  the divine, 
no vision to light her path. No dove hover-
ing. No scent of  lilies proffered from 
above. Most of  the beautiful artistic pre-
sentations of  the annunciation depict 
Mary serenely resting or praying in a por-
tico with elegant pillars and a view of  a 
city. They are so clean and bright, so filled 
with grandeur. There is no hint in them of  
the straw-covered floor in a messy stable, 
no view of  the road to Egypt, no donkey, no 
cross, no words of  Simeon. 

My reflections on Scripture are often 
influenced by famous artistic depictions. 
DaVinci’s “The Last Supper” comes to 
mind. It hardly depicts the historical reali-
ty. Why would all the participants be on the 
same side of  the table unless someone 
asked them to gather for a picture? Yet, it is often what 
comes to mind when I reflect on the event. The famous 
paintings portraying the event of  the annunciation show 
Mary in an elegant setting, hardly the reality for a poor, 
peasant woman of  her day. Yet they flash before my mind 
when the annunciation is celebrated. 

None of  the great artistic renditions of  the annuncia-
tion depict the moment of  terror when the angel uncere-
moniously disappears and leaves Mary standing with her 
commitment. Terror would have been a natural response. 
In the masterpieces, Mary is serenely praying, the angel is 
surrounded with light or lilies. The depictions invite calm, 
and confidence. They are not like ordinary life for most of  
us and do not speak about my experience of  God’s daily 
invitations to fidelity. Never has a winged being with an 
aura of  light come to me in the midst of  invitations to com-
mitment. 

It is the moment of  departure that speaks to me — the 
moment Mary is left with the life of  commitment. It is here 
that I can begin to find a model in Mary. 

And then the angel left her. Left her. Just when she 
begins to live the consequences of  her “yes,” the angel left 

her. The “yes” of  a commitment is but a moment spoken 
amid God’s tangible presence. Commitment is a lifetime of  
“yes” and “no” to joy and sorrow, to struggle and chal-
lenge, to winning and losing, to strain and ease, to love and 
loss. Now it starts. And then the angel left her. 

Before birth in a stable, before threats 
from kings, before long journeys, before pre-
sentations in temples, before sickness and 
social unrest. Unceremoniously, left. Before 
the task of  learning to be a faithful spouse, a 
skilled parent, a frugal housekeeper, the 
mother of  an itinerant preacher, before the 
road to calvary. The angel left her. Alone? Or 
not alone? Does recalling the ardent faith she 
had at the moment of  commitment assure 
her of  God’s continued presence. Can she 
draw strength from past assurances and the 
words of  her scriptures? Like me, does she 
live on promises and efforts to be faithful in 
the moment? A moment without an angel, 
lilies, light? 

She lives by faith in a God who has not 
left. How else can she be a model for my life? 

I hear and see no winged, other-worldly being coming to 
me from God. There are no spoken words. There is only 
fidelity to a commitment made in a moment of  awoken 
love. 

God’s voice is in the voice of  the needy, in the duties of  
a life that is sometimes filled with passion and sometimes 
humdrum. God calls Mary to assist an elderly relative who 
is with child, to participate in the ritual of  purification, to 
attend to the duties of  her situation. The voice, the vision, 
the assurance is found in the daily comings and goings of  
neighbors and relatives, in the temple and in the home. 

Mary is not alone, not abandoned. God speaks to her as 
God speaks to all those committed to a life of  devotion. I 
am not alone. God speaks in the love of  a friend. Angel 
wings appear in the presence of  the needy. And the assur-
ing words are heard in the voices of  companions. 

When life leads to a road on the way to Calvary, may 
Mary be the model of  how to listen after the angel leaves. 

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theolo-
gy professor at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, Ky.
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Sister Fidelis Tracy, 
C.D.P.

MUSINGS

And then the angel left her (Luke 1:26–38)

In the moment with JesusThoughts on the 
defeat of  Issue #2 Whenever my best friends and I get together the world 

seems to fall away. For a few hours the clock seems to stop, 
and we are solely focused on each other. We are together, 
“in the moment.” We talk, laugh and of  course eat. 
Through thick and thin (mostly thick!), 
we have been together supporting each 
other through life over the past 40-plus 
years. Recently, we met at a local restau-
rant for my birthday. We had not been 
together for quite some time and we were 
so excited to see one another. After four 
hours (yes, four full hours!) we finally 
hugged our goodbyes and headed to our 
vehicles. 

 As I was preparing to leave, I got a 
text. I assumed it was one of  them saying 
how fun it had been, or that they had 
eaten too much. “I left my car running!” it 
said. I immediately began laughing. For 
four hours my friend’s car had been run-
ning, keys left behind. She had been so 
excited, she just jumped out and ran in. I pulled up to a 
stoplight and looked over and she was right next to me. I 
rolled the window down, we looked at each other and 
howled with laughter. Tears were streaming down our 
faces. My stomach hurt from laughing so hard. When I got 
home, I related the tale to everyone. I wanted them to share 
in the humor and joy that her faux pas had brought me. 

When I entered Mass the following morning, I did so 
with little enthusiasm. I would catch my thoughts drifting 
to my grocery list, my upcoming meeting or if  I had 
remembered to feed the cat. I went through the motions 
rather than focusing on my time with the Lord. When I 

returned from Communion, my thoughts began to wander 
again; that was when it hit me. I was given the chance to 
spend time with God, at his home, to eat a holy meal with 
him. The excitement that we feel when we are with our 

friends and family should be nothing com-
pared to the exhilaration of  being a part of  a 
miracle. 

But we are human, we must each find our 
way back to knowing that this is the very cen-
ter of  our spiritual lives. How? Give God your 
undivided attention. Focus on what is happen-
ing at each part of  the Mass. 

The peace of  being welcomed despite our 
sins, the opportunity to listen to his word, the 
offering of  our prayers with the intercession 
of  the angels and saints. And, of  course, the 
most important part, the true focus, the 
Eucharistic prayer. The priest joins Christ’s 
perfect sacrifice with our very lives in the 
offering of  bread and wine to his father in 
heaven. This is the miracle of  the Mass, and 

we are invited to be a part of  it! We are called — chosen to 
receive the Eucharist — to consume the Body and Blood of  
our Lord! What could be more important to share with our 
loved ones, friends and co-workers? 

So let the world fall away, and the clock stop — if  only 
for an hour. Be “in the moment” with Jesus, and you will 
find that your dearest friend has a place ready at his table 
for you. 

Julie Feinauer is director of  the Safe Environment Office, 
Diocese of  Covington, Ky. 

In the recent election, 
there was a proposed 
amendment to the 
Kentucky Constitution 
known as Issue #2. It stated 
that there is nothing in the 
Constitution that is to be 
interpreted as guarantee-
ing a right to abortion. The 
amendment was defeated. 

How should we who are 
Pro-Life respond to this dis-
appointment? I want to 
offer a few reflections. 

1. Amendment #2 would 
not have prevented any 

abortions. It simply stated that no right to abortion should 
be found in the Kentucky Constitution. This would have 
taken the decision about abortion out of  the judiciary, and 
placed it firmly in the legislative branch of  government. 
The defeat of  the amendment does not allow abortions 
that are now forbidden by law. 

2. Chemical medications to cause abortions are becom-
ing more and more available, meaning that abortions will 
have less and less to do with hospitals and abortion clinics, 
and more with private physicians and pharmacies. Laws 
governing these procedures will be less and less effective 
as time goes on. The ability to purchase these medications 
through the Internet means that, even if  Kentucky law for-
bids their sale, they still can be purchased from states 
where they are allowed. Chemical abortions will not be 
stopped by any law. 

3. There is still a need to work through the legislature 
and executive office to pass laws that recognize the 
humanity of  the unborn and the rights and dignity of  the 
unborn. Even if  these laws have decreasing impact on the 
number of  abortions being performed, they are an impor-
tant statement to the citizens of  the state of  Kentucky that 
abortion is wrong. 

4. The Church, and especially those Catholics who 
know that they are called to be actively involved in the Pro-
Life movement, need to put as much of  their energies as 
possible into making sure that no woman feels she has to 
choose abortion because of  a lack of  options and support. 
There are organizations that offer counseling, free ultra-
sounds, diapers, formula, parenting classes for mothers 
and fathers, etc. Some of  these will continue to offer finan-
cial support and counseling and guidance for a few years 
after birth. Offering this support to women in need is 
expensive and is dependent upon the generosity of  Pro-
Life people. Do your part. 

5. Young people need to know that if  they have become 
pregnant, or have gotten a girlfriend pregnant, when 
unprepared to be effective parents that they will be sup-
ported. Their parents may very well be disappointed and 
even angry but they need to be assured that their parents 
will stand by them anyway. Do your children know that? 
They will also need assistance in making the right deci-
sion for their child and themselves. Adoption is a very 
important option to be offered to a young couple facing a 
difficult and unplanned pregnancy. Many abortions are 
taking place because adoption is not being seriously con-
sidered. Keeping the child is often the right decision for 
the couple, even though it will be a rough road for them. 
Make sure they know you will stand by them as they make 
their way down that road. Let them know that you do not 
consider abortion a legitimate option. Explain that, as dif-
ficult as this may be, this is a child — a human being — 
who deserves the right to be born, to be welcomed and 
loved. 

6. Although I support legislation which addresses the 
abortion issue, I believe that what is really needed is to 
change the hearts and minds of  our friends, families, 
neighbors and fellow citizens about human life. Laws seek 
to control the behavior of  others. Control is only minimal-
ly effective. Persuasion is assisting someone to come to see 
the truth about what abortion is and what it does. It is 
helping people to recognize each child as a blessing from 
God, who should be celebrated and cared for, whatever the 
 

Father Michael Comer

VIEWPOINT

JulieFeinauer

VIEWPOINT

(Continued on page 14)
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Service to the 
community is a part 
of  life at Thomas 
More University, that 
lasts well beyond a 
student’s time on 
campus. The mission 
of  the Catholic liber-
al arts education 

offered at TMU is to encourage students to examine the ultimate 
meaning of  life, their place in the world and their responsibility 
to others. Service opportunities are important avenues for stu-
dents to grow as individuals and to connect with their communi-
ty. As students build a foundation of  service and come to under-
stand their responsibility to others, they go on to become leaders 
in the community, continuing to seek opportunities to help those 
in need.  

Otis Miller III ’16, is one alum who strives to serve the commu-
nity. He has partnered with Cincinnati-based nonprofit, Future 
Ambassadors Inc. to create “Spread Love Turkey Day!” Mr. Miller 
helps by collecting monetary donations, which are used to pur-
chase meals for families across greater Cincinnati who otherwise 
could not afford a Thanksgiving meal. These households include 
low-income families, single parent homes or families who face 
poverty. Miller even recruited some of  his former Thomas More 
teammates, Joshua Hunter ’17 and Amadin Imade ’18, to get 
involved in the project. 

Mr. Miller also uses his background in athletics to pay it for-
ward by volunteering with Saturday Hoops, where he serves as a 
mentor, interacting with children from elementary through high 
school. They play basketball, soccer, and participate in arts and 
crafts activities, among other things. 

“These kids need us to be there to give them something fun 
and exciting to look forward to while also guiding them with 
advice as they progress to the real world,” explains Mr. Miller. Mr. 
Miller was introduced to Saturday Hoops by fellow Thomas More 
alums, Christopher Nieto ’15 and Brandon Lorentz ’17. 

“My goal was to do what I can to give back to my community,” 
said Mr. Miller. “For me it’s about being present and helping peo-
ple.” 

Laura (Berkemeier) Gossett ’06/’17 earned a theater degree 
during her undergraduate years at Thomas More and that degree 
led her to participate in similar volunteer opportunities in the 
region. Ms. Gossett has stayed active volunteering with commu-
nity theatre groups and serving on the board of  Know Theatre of  
Cincinnati for three years. Her drive to support the community 
also inspired her day job, serving as the director of  development 

at Life Learning Center (LLC). 
At LLC, Ms. Gossett raises funds to support at risk adults 

experiencing the most vulnerable time of  their life. Many have 
been incarcerated or suffer from substance use disorders. LLC 
works with these individuals to improve their situation by teach-
ing essential skills and assisting them to get back into the work-
force. 

“The values imparted through my education at Thomas More 
directly impacted my affinity for giving back to the community,” 
Ms. Gossett said. “I am very proud to be a lifelong Northern 
Kentuckian and take great pride in my community. I support 
NKY and Greater Cincinnati anyway I can.” 

Current students, faculty, and staff  strive to continue a legacy 
of  service. Thomas More community members participate in the 
annual Saints Serve Day, a campus-wide, day-long event consist-
ing of  community service projects which benefit over 50 organi-
zations in the local area. The athletics department also has a con-
tinuing relationship with Special Olympics Kentucky (SOKY). 
This decade-long tradition includes the sports teams spending 
time cheering for and bowling with Special Olympians, hosting 
the Regional Flag Football Tournament on campus, and partici-
pating in the Polar Plunge to raise money and awareness for 
SOKY.  

Alumni, as well as faculty, staff, parents, and University 
friends, also showed up in a big way to give back to Thomas More 
on Giving Tuesday, an international day of  giving for non-profits. 
Giving Tuesday 2022 was a success with $138,405 raised from 164 
supporters, a substantial 
increase from last year’s 
totals. 

Thank you to all of  the 
Thomas More alumni who 
make a difference in their 
communities by giving back 
of  their time, talent and 
treasure.

Thomas More University alumni are inspired to serve community

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.

About Thomas More 
University 

For 100 years, Thomas More 
has created a university for the 

student who wants to  
Be More,  
Do More,  

Seek More,  
Win More,  

Achieve More, and  
Create More. 

 
Since its founding in 1921,  
Thomas More has provided a  
mission-driven, liberal arts  
education that is based in the 
Catholic Intellectual Tradition. 
Students learn to harness the 
power of human reason to solve 
problems and discover truth, 
which allows them to begin the 
journey to become the person they 
were created to be. 
 
Entering into the second century, 
it’s time for More. Serving more 
than 2,000 students,  
Thomas More aspires to be the 
premier Catholic university in the 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
region, to build upon the  
#1 ranking for long term gain in 
Kentucky (2019 Georgetown study) 
and share with this generation the 
transformative power of the 
Thomas More experience. 

For more information about  
Thomas More University,  

visit www.thomasmore.edu. 

(above) Thomas 
More University 
alum Otis Miller III 
’16, volunteering as 
a mentor with 
Saturday Hoops. 
(left) Thomas More 
University alums 
help create “Spread 
Love Turkey Day!” 
to feed families in 
need on 
Thanksgiving.

(below) Thomas More University 
alum Laura (Berkemeier) Gossett 
’06/’17 works at the Life Learning 
Center (LLC) to support at risk 
adults during the most vulnerable 
time of  their life. (bottom) 
Gossett’s theater degree led her to 
community invovlement with var-
ious theater groups and to serving 
on the board of  Know Theatre of  
Cincinnati.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The prayer intention for January, as recommended by 
Pope Francis, is that educators may be credible witness-
es, teaching fraternity rather than competition and help-
ing the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following  
channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 
or 517; and DirectTV 25. 

The Newport Central Catholic Theatre Department presents 
“Noises Off,” Dec. 9, 10 and 11, at its Ciafardini Family 
Blackbox Theatre. “Noises Off” is a slapstick farce about actors 
rehearsing for their upcoming play. Tickets are $8 adults; $5 stu-
dents and may be purchased on GoFan.co or at the door. 

“12 Dates of Christmas” presented by the Thomas 
More University Villa Players in conjunction with the 
American Legacy Theatre, Dec. 9–18, Thomas More 
Theatre, Crestview Hills. This heartwarming, one-woman 
play offers a hilarious and modern alternative to the old 
standards of  the holiday season. Bring a gift to donate to 
Toys 4 Tots. A portion of  the proceeds benefit the Ron 
Mielech ’57 Scholarship fund at Thomas More. Show times 
vary, tickets available at americanlegacytheatre.org. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, 9th annual 
International Nativity Display, Dec. 11, 17, 18, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
and Dec. 24, 9 a.m.–noon. The display features over 160 nativity 
sets made by artists and craftsmen from 78 different countries. 
Free and open to the public. 

St. Augustine Parish, Augusta, winter bingo, Dec. 11, begin-
ning at 1 p.m. There will also be pull-tabs, a split the pot raffle, 
food and refreshments. Proceeds benefit the Bracken County 
St. Vincent de Paul Society and the St. Augustine Benevolent 
Emergency Fund. 

Cincinnati Catholic Alumni Club invite single Catholic men 
and women for a dinner, Dec. 11, 5 p.m., Montgomery Inn, 
9440 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati. For reservations, call 
(513) 574-8573 or (513) 240-1323. 

Harp of Christmas Peace concert with Diane Schneider, 
Dec. 11, 3 p.m., St. Benedict Church, Covington. Everyone 
invited, freewill offering accepted. 

St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill, will have a penance 
service, Dec. 13, 7 p.m. 

Advent Mission with Father Michael Hennigen, St. Agnes 
Church, Ft. Wright, Dec. 14 and 21, 7–8 p.m. Father Hennigen 
will offer reflections on the theme, “The Musical of  the First 
Two Chapters of  the Gospel of  Luke,” followed by 

Eucharistic exposition and adoration. Confessions will be 
offered during adoration. 

Penance service, Dec. 15, 7–8:30 p.m., St. John Parish, 
Carrollton. 

St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, 16th annual Christmas 
Collage Concert, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. This is a concert of  sacred 
music featuring the St. Joseph Music Ministry (cantors, 
Children’s Choir, Contemporary Ensemble, Glory Ensemble, 
Handbell Choir, Instrumentalists, Men’s Choir, Praise 
Ensemble, Small Ensemble, St. Joseph Choir and Women’s 
Choir). This is a free event with a reception following. 

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, Young 
Adult Social, Dec. 18 after 10 a.m. Mass at Covington Latin 
School. In unity with the Global Celebration of  Young People 
as directed by Pope Francis, young adults are invited for 
refreshments and conversation followed. Deacon Jerry 
Franzen will offer a short teaching on this year’s theme of  
the Global Celebration: “Mary arose and went in haste.” 
(Luke 1:39) as related to the Cathedral’s window of  the 
Annunciation. 

St. Augustine Parish, Covington, will sing Evening 
Prayer for the “O Antiphons,” Dec. 17 within 5:30 p.m. 
Mass; Dec. 18, 5 p.m.; Dec. 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23, 6:30 p.m. 

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, Boys basketball 
alumni night, Dec. 20, at 5, 6 and 7:30 p.m. Alumni and one 
guest admitted free. 

Father Thomas Picchioni will lead a talk on “Praying 
with Power,” Dec. 21, 7:30–8:30 p.m., St. John Parish, 
Carrollton, in the parish hall. Increase the efficacy of  
your prayer and move your prayer closer into the 
heart of  Jesus. 

Healing Masses, St. John Parish, Carrollton, Dec. 21, 7 p.m. 
and a Spanish Mass, Dec. 27, 7 p.m.x 

Thinking about separation or divorce? Retrouvaille is 
designed to help troubled marriages regain their 
health. It helps spouses uncover or reawaken the love, 
trust and commitment that originally brought them 
together. For confidential information or to register 
for the Jan. 7–9 weekend, call (513) 486-6222 or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

A faith-based support group, New Beginnings pro-
vides separated and divorced individuals the opportu-
nity for healing and growth. In this group, participants 
find new understanding of  themselves and their rela-
tionships and gain courage to discover new life. Next 
session: consecutive Tuesdays, Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31 and 

Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28. Time: 7–8:30 p.m. Location: Holy 
Trinity Elementary, Bellevue. Registration is  
required. Visit https://covdio.org/new-beginnings-2/ 
or call (859) 392-1592. 

Thinking about separation or divorce? Is your marriage or 
that of  a relative or friend heading for divorce? Do you know 
how to save that marriage? Or do you feel helpless? 
Retrouvaille is designed to help troubled marriages 
regain its health by helping spouses uncover or re-awaken 
love, trust and commitment. The program is highly success-
ful in saving hurting marriages, even bringing reconcilia-
tion to couples who have already separated or divorced. 
Confidential information or to register for the Jan. 7 week-
end call (513) 486-6222 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

Thomas More University Alumni Art Exhibit, Jan. 12–
9, at the Eva G. Farris Art Gallery. Closing reception 
Feb. 9, 4-7 p.m. Alums who took an art class may sub-
mit artwork until Jan. 6. Visit thomasmore.edu/art-
gallery for details. 

Diocese of  Covington Regional Dual-Credit 
Information Night presented by James Catchen, Feb. 
23, 6-7:30 p.m., Thomas More University, Steigerwald 
Hall, Saints Center, Crestview Hills, for high school 
students (and their guardians), who would benefit 
from dual credit courses. During the presentation, 
attendees will hear from KHEAA on scholarship 
opportunities to pay for dual-credit courses as well as 
how dual-credit courses can impact students after high 
school. You’ll also hear from dual-credit representa-
tives from Thomas More, Gateway, and NKU on avail-
able dual-credit opportunities. Visit 
thomasmore.edu/preview. 

Notre Dame Urban Education Center (NDUEC) is seeking 
adult and high school volunteers to tutor children in grades K-
10 for its Homework PLUS program from 3–5 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday. Come and make a difference in the life of  a 
child. Call NDUEC at 261-4487, or e-mail Sister Maria Therese at 
smtherese@ nduec.org. Volunteers 18 and older must be VIRTUS 
compliant. 

The St. Joseph Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Thursday of each month, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 
Crescent Springs, for the recitation of  the rosary and dis-
cussion. To be added to the Padre Pio Prayer Group e-mail 
distribution list, e-mail a request to bsmaracko@fuse.net. 

The Madonna House of NKY is looking for Thursday 
evening babysitters from 6-8 pm., all four Thursdays in a 
month or just one Thursday a month, whatever works for 
you. Call 344-1191. 

An Advent evening of  harp music 
St Benedict Parish welcomed home, Dec. 11, former stu-
dent and parishioner and now harpist Diane Schneider. 
Ms. Schneider played an hour of  inspirational music in 
the spirit of  Advent. She specializes in vibration medicine, 
with 20 years’ experience serving patients in the Mayo 
Clinic and other facilities in Canada and the United States.

Saints on top in NAIA 
Nov. 30 was a historical day for the Thomas More University men’s and women’s basketball teams, as for the first time in 
school history, they were both ranked number one in the latest NAIA Coaches’ Polls released that morning. It is the sev-
enth time that the women have been ranked number one since joining the NAIA during the 2019-20 school year, after gain-
ing the top ranking 28 times during their tenure in NCAA Division III. It’s the first time in school history that the men are 
ranked in the top spot.
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Wishing you a harmonious holiday 
filled with peace, love and joy. 

We appreciate your patronage  
and will stay in tune with your needs 

for years to come.

7827 Alexandria Pike • Alexandria, KY 

(859) 635-1756
www.drdansheridan.com 

Our Lady of  Guadalupe 
On the feast of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe, Dec. 12, Bishop John Iffert joined Father Allan Frederick, pastor, and about 500 worshipers at Cristo Rey Parish, Florence for Mass. As part of  
the celebration, a Marian procession was held before Mass, with parishioners carrying a statue of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe adorned with roses. The celebration commemorates the 
appearance of  Mary to the Mexican peasant Juan Diego in 1531, which brought about the conversion of  millions of  people, ending the cultural sacrificing of  innocent children to Aztec 
Gods. 
Her message was one of  hope and comfort, especially to the poor and those who are hurting, “Listen and understand, my littlest son, let nothing frighten and afflict you or trouble your 
heart … Am I not here, I, who am your mother? Are you not under my shadow? Am I not your health? Are you not by chance held in my mantle?” 
The feast day of  Dec. 12 was first established by Pope Benedict XIV in 1754; Pope John Paul II declared Our Lady of  Guadalupe as “Patroness of  the Americas” and “Star of  the New 
Evangelization” in 1999.

Hainsey photos
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The Savior  
   of the world has come. 
Rejoice and be glad!

5 Coordinator Drive 
Erlanger, Kentucky 41018

Notre Dame sister remembered 
as beloved teacher

Notre Dame Sister Mary Elaine Krebs 
(formerly Sister deAngelo) was born into 
the loving family of  Stephen and Carolyn 
Krebs on June 6, 1930. 
She was third in a fam-
ily of  five children. The 
family was happy and 
faith-filled. Their 
Catholic religion was 
valued and became a 
very important ele-
ment in their everyday 
life. 

Elaine received her 
elementary education 
at St. Stephen School, 
Newport, and graduat-
ed from Notre Dame 
Academy, Covington. 
After high school, 
Elaine studied cosme-
tology and became a 
successful beautician 
for several years. After 
God’s constant reminders, 
she answered the call and 
entered the Sisters of  Notre Dame commu-
nity in September 1956. Sister Mary Elaine 
made her profession of  vows on Aug. 16, 
1959. 

Sister Elaine received her Bachelor of  
Arts at Villa Madonna College (Thomas 
More University), and her Master of  
Education at the University of  Kentucky. 
Her classroom teaching ministry spanned 
over 45 years, starting with the first grade 
at St. John School, Covington. She contin-
ued to teach primary grades in the Diocese 
of  Covington and the Archdiocese of  
Cincinnati, Ohio. In addition, her ministry 
took her as far as Our Lady of  Fatima 
School, Birmingham, Alabama and Holy 
Trinity School, Harlan, Kentucky. Sister 
was instrumental in helping children who 
needed a bit more help to overcome read-
ing difficulties. Her longest and final min-
istry was at St. Therese School, Southgate, 
where she served for 18 years. Sister was 
known as a kind, quiet and consistent 

teacher. She felt education was a profes-
sion that strengthened children’s faith in 
God’s love and goodness. 

When Sister 
Elaine was diag-
nosed with demen-
tia, she moved to St. 
Joseph Heights in 
2006. Though some 
days were harder 
than others, she was 
always delighted by 
visits from her sister 
Bernice, to whom 
she was especially 
close. Visits with 
other family mem-
bers also brought her 
much joy.  

As time went on 
Sister became less 
communicative but 
kept her gentle man-
ner. She was truly 

full of  God’s love and 
shared it with all who were 

in contact with her. 
Sister Mary Elaine went home to God 

peacefully Dec. 6, 2022. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and sisters 
Bernice Krebs and Marian Pedicone. She 
is survived by her sister Beatrice 
Dickhaus, and her brother, Steven Krebs. 
Sister also leaves behind many beloved 
nieces and nephews, great nieces, and 
nephews. 

Mass of  Christian Burial was Friday, 
Dec. 9, at St. Joseph Heights chapel. 
Interment in the convent cemetery was 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 

May Sister Mary Elaine now be 
embraced by the limitless love and peace 
of  our good and gracious God.

Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal 
announces new chairs

Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

The Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal is 
the Diocese of  Covington’s annual 
fundraiser, bringing in capital for many of  
the diocese’s programs, charities, schools 
and parishes every year.  

For the 2023 appeal, Matt Hollenkamp 
will be serving as the DPAA General Chair. 

A parish-
ioner of  St. 
T h o m a s 
Parish, Ft. 
T h o m a s , 
this will be 
the second 

year that Mr. Hollenkamp will be a part of  
the DPAA, having served as the 
Leadership Gifts Chair in 2022. 

“We’re real happy to have Matt return 
as our General Chair,” said Mike Murray, 
director of  the Office of  Stewardship and 
Mission Services for the Diocese of  
Covington. “Matt was very involved with 
their capital campaign at St. Thomas and 
works for St. Elizabeth Healthcare. He is 
just very involved in the community, so 
we’re blessed to have him as General Chair 
for this coming year,” said Mr. Murray. 

The 2023 Leadership Gifts chair is 
Linda Rawe, a parishioner of  St. Joseph 
Parish, Crescent Springs. “Linda has been 

very involved in the 
community with 
the Diocesan 
Catholic Children’s 
Home, and with the 
Congregation of  
D i v i n e 
Providence,” with 
whom she volun-
teers, said Mr. 
Murray. 

“We had a priest 
committee meeting 
in August, and we 
were talking about 
a number of  
names, but Linda’s 
name came out of  
that conversation,” 
he said. “With Matt 
Hollenkamp and 
Linda Rawe, we are 
well represented in 
our faith communi-
ty and we’re very 
much looking for-
ward to working 
with those two vol-
unteers in this 
upcoming appeal.” 

(below) 2023 DPAA chairs 
Linda Rawe (left) and Matt 
Hollenkamp (right) meet with 
Mike Murray, director of  the 
Office of  Stewardship and 
Mission services, Dec. 14.

Cox photo

Sister Mary Elaine Krebs, SND
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Stephen Enzweiler 
Cathedral Historian  

The stories of  Christmas are ever present to us this 
time of  year. No matter our ages or backgrounds, we can 
all remember those wee days growing up with stories told 
to us about the mysteries of  Christmas and the coming of  
the Christ child. As young children, who among us didn’t 
gaze upon a Nativity scene with an empty manger and feel 
a sense of  expectation? Who didn’t look forward to staying 
up late the one night of  the year we were allowed to attend 
Midnight Mass? Or who among us didn’t look up at least 
once into the night sky on the way home from church and 
search for that star mentioned in the Gospel account of  

Matthew?  
In the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 

Covington, is a stained-glass window that tells us of  one of  
the more mysterious episodes of  the Christmas story. It 
measures 21-feet high by 9-feet wide and can be found in 
the nave’s south wall above the fifth Station of  the Cross. 
Called “The Adoration of  the Magi,” it is one of  a grouping 
of  four windows that illustrate the early life of  Jesus. Its 
story is taken from the passage of  Matthew’s Gospel (2:1-
11) and illustrates the moment when “Magi from the east” 
arrive in Bethlehem and pay homage to the baby Jesus 
with gifts of  gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

“The Adoration of  the Magi” window is the creation of  
the studio of  Mayer & Company of  Munich, which pro-
duced stained glass for Covington’s new cathedral from 
1905 to 1922. Like all Mayer windows of  the period, it is 
made in the Munich Style which became popular in 1827 
during the reign of  Bavaria’s King Ludwig I. The window 
itself  is a “four-light” window, meaning it contains four 
vertical panels across its central width. The tracery in the 
top portion is curvilinear in its styling, a kind of  intersect-
ing pattern elaborated with ogees (double curves) creating 
a complex reticular or net-like pattern. Red-winged 
seraphim play instruments amid the blazing stars of  heav-
en to announce the birth of  the new king. Surrounding 
them are ornamental windows of  red roses that are the 
symbol of  the shedding of  Christ’s blood. 

Below the tracery is the main scene. It tells a simple 
story and delivers a simple message. The eye is immediate-
ly drawn to the center of  the scene — to the Virgin Mary 
and Christ child on her lap. We immediately notice that the 
Virgin and child are the brightest figures in the entire win-
dow as if  they are the sole source of  light. The artists chose 
this visual dominance over the other figures for two rea-
sons. First, it communicates the close bond of  mother and 
son, reminiscent of  what Pope Pius IX described in his 
encyclical Ineffabilis Deus: “To her did the Father will to 
give his only-begotten Son. It was she whom the Son him-
self  chose to make his Mother.” Secondly, their brightness 
communicates both the purity of  the immaculately con-
ceived virgin Mary and the sinless purity of  the child born 
from her.  

Mary’s gaze is directed downward in humility, and she 
draws back his swaddling clothes to reveal the baby messi-
ah. He looks directly at us and blesses us. His hand gesture 
is a part of  a visual ecclesiastical language that often con-
ceals metaphors and expresses dogmatic truths. In this 
case, the extended thumb and two fingers represent the 
unity of  God in the Holy Trinity, and the other two symbol-
ize the Incarnation and the two natures of  Christ as both 
human and divine. 

Eight-pointed stars — a symbol of  resurrection and 
eternal life — decorate the child’s swaddling clothes. His 
mother has a halo with seven stars, a number representing 
perfection. Notice that the light source in the scene is actu-
ally from the Christ child himself, a reference to Jesus’ 
own words, “I am the light of  the world…” (John 8:12). 
Above the Virgin and child is the star seen in the east by 

the Magi who have come to offer him their gifts.  
Matthew’s account doesn’t specify how many Magi 

there were or give any names or details of  their origin 
except to say they were “from the east.” The East at the 
time of  Christ’s birth meant Media, Persia, Assyria or 
Parthia (formerly Babylonia). The first three centuries of  
Christian art consistently present only three Magi. The 
oldest known image depicting them is from a 3rd century 
Roman catacomb which shows three men in Phrygian 
(Persian) caps approaching Mary and the child with gifts.  

By the fifth century, as Christianity continued to grow, 
interest in the Magi story also grew. Old Testament 
Scriptures were identified as foretelling the Magi’s visit: 
“The kings of  Tarshish and distant shores will bring trib-
ute to him. The kings of  Sheba and Seba will present him 
with gifts. All kings will bow down to him and all nations 
will serve him.” (Psalm 72:10,11). By the 8th century, texts 
like the Excerpta et Collectanea elaborated even further on 
the tradition of  the three Magi, making them kings and 
going so far as to give them names. By the ninth century, 
their identities and roles had become well-established in 
Christian art and tradition.  

There is Melchior, King of  Arabia, the oldest of  the 
Magi. He was given a long, grey beard and presents the gift 
of  gold, the symbol of  kingship. Balthasar, the King of  
Ethiopia, was middle-aged, swarthy (sometimes depicted 
as black), and bore the gift of  frankincense, symbolizing 
Christ as High Priest. Finally, there is Caspar (or Gaspar), 
the King of  Tarsus. He is young, in his twenties, and brings 
myrrh, which is used for making medicines, symbolizing 
Christ as the healer and Divine Physician. Myrrh is also 
viewed as a prefigurement to Jesus’ death and burial — an 
interpretation made popular in the well-known Christmas 
carol “We Three Kings.” 

Artists through the centuries have been known to add 

Cathedral window recounts the story of a star and its mysterious visitors 

As 2022 comes to an end, I want 
to thank my clients and friends  

for trusting me with their Real Estate needs. 
You are the reason my business is a success. 

During this special season, I wish you and your 
family a peaceful and Blessed Christmas.

Enzweiler photos

Balthasar, 
frankin-
cense, and 
the fan of  
peacock 
feathers.

Detail of  the Virgin and 
child. “The Adoration of  
the Magi” window
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their own interpretations and artistic variations to the 
Magi story, and Mayer & Company is no exception. One 
such variation can be found with the addition of  servants 
attending each king. In the center is Melchior, his crown 
taken off  and set upon the ground in a gesture recognizing 
the Christ child’s kingship over his own. Behind him is his 
servant bearing a second coffer of  gold. 

Above and to the right is Caspar in his red Phrygian cap 
carrying a small chest of  pearls, the Christian symbol for 
the Kingdom of  Heaven and an allusion to the parable of  
the pearl of  great price (Matt 13:45). In front of  him is his 

turbaned servant carrying the vase containing the actual 
myrrh. 

At far left is Balthasar on his knees holding a thurible 
of  fragrant frankincense, while behind him is his servant 
carrying a fan of  peacock feathers, the peacock being a 
Christian symbol representing resurrection and eternal 
life. Lastly, we see St. Joseph, who stands quietly in the 
background gazing upon the entire scene with an expres-
sion of  wonder.  

The entire scene is supported beneath by a foundation 
of  ornamented grisaille work typical of  the Mayer style. It 
is decorated throughout with white roses, violets and fig 
leaves arranged as flower blossoms. In Christian art, white 
roses represent the Virgin Mary. Because of  its three 
leaves, violets were called “the herbs of  Trinity” or “flow-
ers of  Trinity” by medieval monks. It is also said that vio-
lets symbolize the Virgin Mary’s humility and purity. The 
lowly fig had always been a symbol of  Israel and foretold 
the health of  the nation both spiritually and physically. 
“When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert; 
when I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the early fruit 
on the fig tree.” (Hosea 9:10) 

The Adoration of  the Magi will always remain one of  
the most intriguing and mysterious chapters of  the 
Christmas story. Borne out of  history, with details filled in 
over 2,000 years by Christian artists and writers, it contin-
ues to fascinate us even today. More importantly, it teaches 
us about the true kingship of  Jesus, of  how the Father so 
loved the world that he sent his only son so that we might 
have life, and that even in the darkest of  times, there is 
always a reason to have hope. 

We can always be reminded of  these things each time 
we visit the Cathedral Basilica and spend a little time with 
this window, or perhaps when we let the child in us look up 
into the night sky on our way home from Christmas Mass 
in hope of  seeing the Magi’s star.

“The Adoration of  the Magi” window.

Melchior and Caspar 
with their servants 
offering their gifts.

Seraphim representing 
the choirs of  angels 
announcing the birth of  
the new king.



 problems the mom and dad are facing. This begins with making sure that our own hearts 
are open to all life and that we see each child as a miracle of  God, rather than a problem 
to be solved. 

As the crusade for the dignity of  all human life continues, there will be victories and 
there will be defeats. Let us not lose heart when the defeats come, nor embrace false opti-
mism when victories come (as I think many did after the Dobbs decision). And most of  all, 
Pray! Pray! Pray! for the unborn, for their parents, and that the Gospel of  Life will take 
root in people’s hearts and in our culture. 

Father Michael Comer is pastor of  Mother of  God Parish, Covington, Ky.
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Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

Starting in January of  2023, Catholic Charities of  the Diocese of  Covington will begin 
its new in-person gathering group for high-school aged girls. The PEACE Gathering Group 
will consist of  eight sessions over eight weeks, focusing on “discovering peace” through 
purpose, esteem, acceptance, coping and engagement. 

The program was created by Heidi Haddad, a graduate student currently contracted 
with Catholic Charities. 

“We identified challenges with self-esteem in young ladies, and social interaction skills, 
really as an ongoing result from COVID,” said David Durr, clinical director of  Counseling 
Services at Catholic Charities, who will also be providing clinical oversight for the pro-
gram, “because you’ve missed some critical moments in development socially.” 

The PEACE program aims to tackle this issue in a safe environment, each session 
building off  of  the previous sessions in a sort of  “journey.” 

“They will do a series of  interactive activities that will help them identify and learn 
who they are, and gain self-esteem and confidence,” said Mr. Durr. Should the first set of  
sessions go well, Catholic Charities hopes to continue the program, or add sessions for 
girls of  other age groups. 

The first meeting for the PEACE fostering group will be held Jan. 10, 5 p.m., at Catholic 
Charities in Covington. Those interested in the program can contact Heidi Haddad at 
hhaddad@covingtoncharities.org. 

Catholic Charities introduces 
new program for high  
school-aged girls
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A Warm 
Christmas 

Wish 
 

We hope your family  
celebrates with  
good cheer and  
good friends. 

Thanks for visiting us  
all year long!

Have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

After Issue #2
(Continued from page 7)
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Catholic News Service 
CHICAGO — The cover of  the winter issue of  Catholic 

Extension’s magazine is a colorful patchwork of  
Christmas drawings by children from Ukraine and Uvalde, 
Texas. 

A poignant message printed by one of  the children also 
has a place on the cover: “Dear Pope Francis, I need advice 
on how to make the world more safe for others.” 

Extension’s cover story is about Christmas through the 
eyes of  these children who “come from different cultures 
and parts of  the world, but what they share in common is 
faith — faith in the midst of  terror, violence and war,” the 
story said. 

The “violence” refers to the mass shooting at a Uvalde 
public school in May and the Russian war against Ukraine, 
which began in February. 

“In the midst of  the brutality that they have witnessed, 
these children of  Uvalde and Ukraine give witness to their 
faith in a tender God, born in a manger, who is capable of  
bringing them heavenly peace,” it said. 

The first group featured is from Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in Uvalde, which Catholic Extension has supported 
with scholarships and healing ministries. 

Many of  these children were directly impacted by the 
mass shooting that took the lives of  19 children and two 
teachers at Robb Elementary School May 24 in the dead-
liest school shooting in Texas history. 

In addition to facilitating a project in which the Texas 
children wrote letters to Pope Francis in the fall, Catholic 
Extension asked the children to draw a picture of  the 
Nativity answering the question: “If  Jesus came today, 
where would he be born?” 

In one drawing, a Uvalde student imagines Jesus com-
ing not to a faraway land but “being born next to me.” In 
another, the artist “envisions baby Jesus’ manger in our 

hearts,” and still another shows baby Jesus cradled in his 
mother’s arms. 

“In almost all the renderings, the doctor tells Mary, 
‘Your baby is healthy,’” the story said, adding that many of  
the children “clearly spent too much time in hospital 
rooms” after the shooting. 

The first order of  business for the Uvalde children 
“would be to take the baby Jesus to see Pope Francis,” it 
said. “One child would ask the baby Jesus to come and 
bless Uvalde.” 

The Extension story noted these children are “big fans 
of  the pope and feel that Jesus and Pope Francis would get 
along just fine.” 

In October, a Catholic Extension news release 
announced that the Vatican responded to letters the 
Uvalde children wrote to Pope Francis after the mass 
shooting. 

Some of  the students were wounded during the shoot-
ing; others lost loved ones. All were harmed by the vio-
lence and they shared their “sorrows and hopes,” asking 
the pope to pray for their friends, family and community. 

As chancellor of  Catholic Extension, Chicago Cardinal 
Blase J. Cupich personally delivered the letters to the pon-
tiff. 

“His Holiness will remember the students, their fami-
lies and all of  those suffering from the recent act of  vio-
lence in Uvalde,” the Vatican said. “Commending each of  
them to the protection of  Mary, Mother of  the Church, His 
Holiness imparts his blessing.” 

The second group of  children featured in Extension’s 
winter issue were displaced by war in Ukraine and found 
shelter in the convent of  the Basilian sisters in Lviv. 
Among those contributing drawings and letters were 
Vlada-Maria Hohlochova, 11, and Khrystyna Hohlochova, 
8. 

Vlada-Maria drew a Christmas angel guarding a 
manger and her sister drew a Nativity scene with Mary, 
the baby Jesus and Joseph. 

They also wrote a letter thanking Catholic Extension 
and its donors for “your generous and open heart, that you 
allow God to act through your actions. Thank you for help-
ing us in this difficult time for Ukraine and difficult time 
for us.” 

“P.S. Ukraine will prevail!” they added. 
Another child’s drawing shows the baby Jesus protect-

ed by his parents, angels and a sturdy roof  over his head. 
Catholic Extension has supported the Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in the United States since 1979. “This rela-
tionship provided us an immediate and effective pathway 
to help the Catholic Church in Ukraine as it cares for vul-
nerable people in the war-torn nation,” a news release 
said. 

Since its founding, Catholic Extension’s mission has 
been to build up Catholic faith communities in under-
served regions by raising funds to help these communities, 
like Uvalde. 

It helps construct churches in U.S. mission dioceses, 
many of  which are rural and cover a large geographic 
area. Many have limited personnel and pastoral resources.

Extension features Nativity art, letters by children of  Ukraine, Uvalde

May the season bring much harmony and bliss, 
For family and friends near, and those you will miss, 
With the blessings of Heaven’s goodwill and grace, 

Reflected in the shining smiles on every face!

CONNLEY BROTHERS 
Serving Your Family’s Needs Since 1939 

 
 

Locally Owned and Operated 
11 East Southern Avenue • Latonia, KY 41015 

(859) 431-2241 
www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com

CNS photo/courtesy Catholic Extension 

Ukrainian sisters Vlada-Maria Hohlochova, 11, left, and 
Khrystyna Hohlochova, 8, hold Christmas drawings in 
this undated photo. The sisters and other family members 
escaped Russian rocket fire and found shelter in the con-
vent of  the Basilian sisters in Lviv, Ukraine. 
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NortherN KeNtuCKy MoNuMeNt 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate 

3701 Winston Avenue • Covington, Ky  
(ritte’s Corner in Latonia) 

Customized/Personalized Service 

(859) 291-6657 
evening Appointments Available 

• Cemetery Lettering, Vases 
•Bronze and Granite Markers 

www. schott-monument-company.com

YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR 
The Diocese of Covington’s Office of Catechesis and 
Evangelization is adding the new full-time position of Youth 
Ministry Coordinator, whose primary purpose will be to 
launch, support, and coordinate vibrant youth ministry  
programs in our parishes and in our nine high schools. We 
seek faith-filled, energetic, dynamic candidates with the  

communication and organizational skills to jump-start this  
venture and then to shepherd it as it grows and expands. The 
Youth Ministry Coordinator will be generally responsible for 
spiritual enrichment, networking, and formation opportunities 
for youth ministers across the diocese. Other key duties will 
include regularly corresponding with parish, school, and  
diocesan university leadership; updating a webpage; utilizing 
appropriate avenues of social media; and occasionally writing 
in the diocesan newspaper, the Messenger. Candidates must 
be actively-practicing Catholics with strong knowledge of the 
Faith and previous experience in ministry. A minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree in Theology or Pastoral Ministry is  
preferred. Interested individuals may send a cover letter and 
resume, including compensation history and references with 
contact e-mail addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, at  
skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to (859) 392-1589. 

Sisters of  St. Joseph the Worker re-elect Mother Christina 
The Sisters of  St. Joseph the Worker, Walton, gathered Dec. 10 to elect the Superior 
General of  the community. Bishop John Iffert offered the Holy Sacrifice of  the Mass in 
honor of  the Holy Spirit before the election. Mother Mary Christina Murray, the current 
Superior General, was re-elected for another six-year term.



Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Like his predecessors, Pope Francis 
repeatedly has encouraged the faithful to “go against the 
tide” to follow Jesus. 

Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis all have 
spoken about the resolve needed to go against the domi-
nant current of  secularism or “worldliness” and to avoid 
the deceptive and tempting pull of  a superficial or hypo-
critical life. 

But, according to Pope Francis, it takes courage and the 
grit of  a “revolutionary” not only to follow Christ in 
today’s world, but also to be genuinely happy along the 
way. 

Happiness is an essential ingredient in a Christian life, 
as Pope Francis has memorably described with his admon-
ishments against sad faces — sour like “pickled-peppers” 
— and against angry or bitter religious and priests who 
“drink vinegar for breakfast,” giving birth to nothing but 
a corrosive atmosphere. 

After all, “the first sign Jesus accomplished was not an 
extraordinary healing or a miracle in the temple of  
Jerusalem,” the pope said in an Angelus in January. Jesus’ 
first miracle was discreetly turning water into wine at a 
wedding feast in Cana, “a gesture that responded to a sim-
ple and concrete need of  common people” to celebrate with 
joy. 

“Jesus makes sure that the feast ends with the best 
wine. Symbolically, this tells us that God wants what is bet-
ter for us, he wants us to be happy,” he said. 

“God did not desire our lives by mistake, obliging him-
self  and us to experience harsh nights of  anguish. He 
instead created us because he wants us to be happy,” the 
pope said in a general audience talk in 2017. 

These are the kind of  reflections found in “Ti voglio 
felice: Il centuplo in questa vita” (“I Want You to Be Happy: 
A Hundred Times More Now”), a new book released by the 
Italian publishing house, Pienogiorno, together with the 
Vatican Publishing House. 

The sunny yellow book brings together the best of  the 
pope’s teachings on happiness over the past decade and 
has been a No. 1 bestseller in one of  Amazon-Italy’s cate-
gories for Christianity since its release mid-November. 

The book also presents a 15-step “how-to” guide to hap-
piness according to Pope Francis, summarized here to help 
usher in a happy new year: 

1. Read your life: “Our life is the most precious ‘book’ we 
have been given,” and, according to St. Augustine, people 
should “return to within yourself; truth dwells in the inner 
man.” 

2. Remember you are unique: “Never let yourselves be 
homogenized,” the pope said. “We are unique, free and 

alive, called to live a love story with God, to make bold and 
firm decisions, to accept the marvelous risk of  loving.” 

3. Allow your beauty to shine: “We are speaking of  the 
beauty that never fades because it is a reflection of  divine 
beauty. Indeed, our God is inseparably good, true and beau-
tiful. And beauty is one of  the privileged ways of  finding 
him.” 

4. Learn to not take yourself  too seriously: “Narcissists 
constantly look at themselves in the mirror,” he said. “My 
advice is look in the mirror every now and then and laugh 
at yourself. It will do you good.” 

5. Live a healthy restlessness: Be open to “a restlessness 
that always pushes you to keep on walking” and pursue 
dreams and projects, he said. “Do not cut yourselves off  
from the world by locking yourselves in your room like a 
Peter Pan, who does not want to grow up.” 

6. Learn to forgive: “Everyone knows that he or she is 
not the father or mother that they should be, the bride or 
groom, the brother or sister, the friend we should be. We 
are all ‘in deficit’ in life and we all need mercy.” In receiv-
ing God’s forgiveness, “we too are capable of  forgiving.” 

7. Learn how to interpret sadness: Sadness “can be an 
indispensable alarm bell for life, inviting us to explore 
richer and more fertile landscapes,” he said. Like a red 
traffic light, sadness signals “a possible danger or a disre-
garded benefit” and “protects us from harming ourselves 
and others.” 

8. Dream big: “Let us not settle only for what is neces-
sary,” he said. God “wants us to race boldly and joyfully 
toward lofty goals” and to make “God’s dreams come true 
in this world.” 

9. Pay no heed to those who peddle illusions: “Dreaming 
is one thing; having illusions is another. Those who peddle 
illusions by speaking about dreams use happiness as a 
ploy for something else. We were created for a joy that is 
much greater.” 

10. Be revolutionaries — swim against the tide: “Many 
preach the importance of  ‘enjoying’ the moment” and 
avoiding any lifelong commitment, he said. “Instead, be 
revolutionaries … swim against the tide … rebel against 
this culture that sees everything as temporary and that 
ultimately believes you are incapable of  responsibility.” 

11. Take risks, even if  it means making mistakes: 
“Dream freely and make good decisions,” he said. “Cast 
out the fears that paralyze you ... open the door of  the cage, 
go out and fly!” 

12. Walk with others: “Walking in community, with 
friends, with those who love us, this helps us arrive at our 
destination. ... And if  you fall, get back up.” 

13. Be generous: “We received life freely” and, conse-
quently, “all of  us are able to give without expecting any-
thing in return, to do good to others without demanding 

that they treat us well in return.” 
14. Look beyond the darkness: “Never stop seeking the 

light amid whatever darkness. ... Lift your gaze from earth 
to heaven, not in order to flee but to resist the temptation 
to remain imprisoned by our fears.” 

15. Remember that you are destined for the best: “Jesus 
makes sure that the feast ends with the best wine,” he said. 
“God wants what is better for us, he wants us to be happy,” 
and he brings a joy that is complete and never “watered 
down!”
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Pope: Joyful revolution: Happiness takes courage, rebellious spirit 

CNS photo/Libreria Pienogiorno 

This is the cover of  Pope Francis’ new book in Italian, “Ti 
voglio felice: Il centuplo in questa vita” (“I want you to be 
happy: A hundred times more now”). The book compiles 
the pope’s remarks over the past decade, offering reflec-
tions on how God truly wants people to be happy.

Vatican announces Pope Francis’ end-
of-year liturgy schedule 

Robert Duncan 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — With most of  the restrictions of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic removed, Pope Francis is scheduled to 
return to a full slate of  public liturgies in December and 
January. 

— On Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m., the pope will celebrate the Mass 
of  the Nativity of  the Lord. While the Mass is commonly 
referred to as “midnight Mass,” the Vatican celebration 
gradually has been moved earlier to make it easier for peo-
ple to attend. 

— At noon Dec. 25, the pope will give his traditional 
Christmas blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the world) 
from the loggia of  St. Peter’s Basilica. 

— At 5 p.m. Dec. 31, he will preside over an evening 
prayer service in St. Peter’s Basilica for the feast of  Mary, 
Mother of  God. Vespers will be followed by eucharistic ado-
ration, benediction and the singing of  the “Te Deum” to 
thank God for the year that is ending. 

— At 10 a.m. Jan. 1, he will celebrate Mass for the feast of  
Mary, Mother of  God, in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

— At 10 a.m. Jan. 6, he will celebrate Mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica for the feast of  the Epiphany. 

— At 9:30 a.m. Jan. 8, the feast of  the Baptism of  the Lord, 
he will celebrate Mass in the Sistine Chapel and will baptize 
infants. 

Tickets can be requested online at the Vatican website 
(vatican.va) through the Prefecture of  the Papal Household.
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STAFF WRITER/MEDIA  
CONTENT DEVELOPER 

The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media 
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role, 
you will use your communication and web design skills 
to increase reader engagement, primarily through 
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan 
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties 
and responsibilities include creating content for  
various print and social media formats; proofreading 
content before publication; attending, taking  
photographs and reporting on events; and recording 
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe 
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must 
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational 
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle 
stress is an absolute requirement. 

Interested candidates may submit a resume,  
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay 
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500.    EOE

Moore’s Painting 
The Company you feel safe with 

Interior & exterior painting.  
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish. 

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.  
(859) 392-1500

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CAMPUS MINISTER 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington 
seeks faith-filled individuals who are interested in 
working with young adults to serve in the capacity 
of Campus Minister at Northern Kentucky 
University. The work week will be full time,  
nominally thirty seven and one-half hours. The 
Campus Minister and NKU’s Catholic Newman 
Center (www.nkunewmanclub.org) offer an evan-
gelizing presence along with spiritual support and 
opportunities for a full living and development of 
the Catholic faith among Catholic students, espe-
cially the support of spiritual life and formation 
opportunities. Responsibilities include providing 
support, leadership, and spiritual guidance to par-
ticipating students; proactively engaging prospec-
tive participants, especially freshman; presenting an 
ongoing, visible presence on campus; facilitating 
timely and effective communications with students 
and parents, including regularly updating the web-
site, Facebook page, and database; regularly inter-
facing with Diocesan, local Parish, and University 
staff; and overseeing maintenance and upkeep of 
the Newman House. Requirements include a mini-
mum of a Bachelor’s degree, preferably in Theology 
or Pastoral Ministry, and previous experience in 
young adult ministry and management. 
Interested individuals may send a cover  
letter and resume, including compensation 
history and references with contact e-mail 
addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, by 
email to skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to 
(859) 392-1589.

CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE 
St. Stephen Cemetery Ft. Thomas Ky. 

1 plot, section 20 
For more information,  

call Mike 859-391-3362 or email sayersms@fuse.net 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, COLD SPRING 
AFTERCARE DIRECTOR 

St. Joseph School in Cold Spring is looking for an after-
care director, Monday through Friday from 3:00pm-
6:00pm. During the aftercare program students have a 
snack, complete their homework, play games, and  
participate in any other activities planned by aftercare 
staff. The director is also responsible for keeping 
records of attendance, payment and communicating 
with parents and aftercare workers.  

If interested please contact principal, Emily Urlage at 
eurlage@stjoeschool.net or 859-441-2025.

PRINCIPAL – ST. ATHANASIUS 
SCHOOL, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

St. Athanasius Parish and School is currently conduct-
ing a search for the Principal position to be filled effec-
tive July 1, 2023. Led by our Pastor, Fr. Minh Vu, we are 
seeking a practicing Roman Catholic with proven lead-
ership skills that are focused on each student’s devel-
opment in faith and academic growth. Our school has 
a current enrollment of 205 PreK thru 8th grade stu-
dents. We have a trusted partnership with our teach-
ers, staff and parents that works to develop each child 
to be the best version of themselves. We have a 60+ 
history that welcomes all to our exciting programs in 
the classroom and specialty areas. Candidates must 
meet the Archdiocese of Louisville’s Principal 
Requirements. Salary and benefits will be based on 
education, experience and certification as established 
by the Archdiocese. Inquiries and resumes, including 
your philosophy of education and references should be 
sent by December 30, 2022 to: Search Committee, c/o 
Fr. Minh Vu, 5915 Outer Loop, Louisville KY 40219 or 
mvu@staparish.com.

Missed an edition? Current and back 
issues of the Messenger are available 

online at covdio.org/messenger.
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PLEDGE COORDINATOR 
The Diocese of Covington’s Stewardship and 
Mission Services Office invites qualified individuals 
to apply for the support position of Pledge 
Coordinator. This role requires an individual who takes 
pride in performing detailed work with an absolute 
minimum of errors. Primary responsibilities include 
recording financial pledges, gifts, payments, etc. for 
the Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal, and also  
fund-raising campaign reporting, implementation, 
monitoring, and follow-up. Ideally, we are seeking 
Catholic candidates who relate well to others, are 
extremely detail- and confidentiality-oriented, are 
comfortable with a team approach to projects, and 
can manage deadlines under a steady workload. 
Interested individuals may send a resume with a  
cover letter, compensation history, and at least three 
references with contact email addresses to Stephen 
Koplyay, SPHR by email to skoplyay@covdio.org , or 
by fax to 859/392-1589.

Thomas More University announces plans for softball complex
Staff  report 

Thomas More University’s softball field is getting a 
makeover. The University announces plans for extensive 
renovations to the current field and new construction, 
creating a state-of-the-art complex for its softball athletes. 

“This upgrade continues our commitment to elevating 
the reputation and brand of  Thomas More Athletics as 
we begin our transition to the NCAA DII and to creating 
a student experience that is designed for success in the 
classroom and on the field,” said Dr. Joseph Chillo, presi-
dent, TMU.  

The softball field’s location will remain the same, with 
selective demolition and improvements being made to 
and around it. Enhancements will be made to the field 
itself, including replacement of  existing outfield grass 
with turf. Many new additions will be added to create an 
upgraded complex including four turfed batting cages, 
two turfed bullpens, a new scoreboard, netting along the 
3rd baseline, a new outfield fence with windscreen, a new 
backstop and netting, set bleachers and concrete walk-
ways. 

 The softball complex will also feature a new, free-
standing, approximately 3,125 square-foot locker room 
and concessions building. The building is expected to be 
wood framed with a sloped, shingled roof, and masonry 
façade. General contractor proposals are currently being 
accepted for the softball project, with a selection and final-
ized agreement scheduled to take place in March 2023. 
The project is slated for completion in June 2024. 

“I’m very excited for this facility upgrade that will 
greatly benefit our student athletes and coaches,” says 
Terry Connor, Thomas More athletic director. “Thomas 
More supports its population of  student athletes by ensur-
ing that they have the best facilities and opportunities to 
succeed.” 

Thomas More announced a major comprehensive 
fundraising campaign in Fall 2021 in support of  a five-
year strategic plan that includes enhanced athletic facili-
ties for many of  the Saints intercollegiate sports teams.

(right) Renderings for the new Thomas More University 
softball complex show the placement of  the field on the 
campus and the interior of  the new locker rooms and con-
cessions building 



Celebrate Christmas ‘with Ukraine in 
your hearts,’ pope says, urging aid 

VATICAN CITY — Celebrating Christmas is important and 
beautiful, Pope Francis said, but he asked people to spend less on 
their celebrations this year and donate the savings to help the peo-
ple of  Ukraine. As he has done at his general audiences since 
Russia invaded Ukraine in February, the pope asked pilgrims and 
visitors Dec. 14 to express their “closeness to the martyred 
Ukrainian people, persevering in fervent prayer for these brothers 
and sisters of  ours who are suffering so much. Brothers and sis-
ters, I tell you, they are suffering so very, very much in Ukraine,” 
the pope said. “I want to draw your attention to Christmas, which 
is coming, and to the festivities,” he said. “It’s beautiful to cele-
brate Christmas and have parties, but let’s reduce the level of  
Christmas spending a bit; let’s have a simpler Christmas with 
more modest gifts.” And, the pope said, “let’s send what we save to 
the people of  Ukraine, who are suffering so much.” People in the 
country are hungry and cold, he said. 

 
Pope is asking governments to grant 
clemency to prisoners at Christmas 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is writing to all the heads of  
state around the world, asking them to consider granting some 
prisoners clemency at Christmas. The Vatican press office said 
Dec. 12 that the pope is asking government leaders to consider 
freeing or reducing the sentences of  men and women they believe 

would benefit from such a gesture of  mercy “so that this time 
marked by tensions, injustices and conflicts may be opened to the 
grace that comes from the Lord.” The Vatican did not release a 
copy of  the letter or explain what prompted it besides the 
approach of  Christmas. From his days as archbishop of  Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, and continuing after his election to the papacy, 
Pope Francis has made a special effort to maintain regular contact 
with prisoners, to meet them in Rome and on his trips around the 
world and to phone and write them. At the end of  his Angelus 
address Dec. 11, the pope gave a shout-out to “the detainees in the 
Due Palazzi prison of  Padua: I greet you affectionately!” 

 
On Guadalupe feast, U.S. church reaf-
firms its solidarity with immigrants 

WASHINGTON — On the feast of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe, the 
U.S. bishops’ migration chairman reaffirmed the church’s solidari-
ty with immigrants, “each one of  them a brother or sister to us all. 
When we speak about the issue of  immigration, we are fundamen-
tally addressing the movement of  people — human persons creat-
ed in the image and likeness of  God,” said Bishop Mark J. Seitz of  
El Paso, Texas, chairman of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Migration. “Unfortunately, this truth is 
often obscured by political rhetoric, fearmongering and hyperbole. 
Our Lady of  Guadalupe points us toward a better way, one that 
ultimately leads to reconciliation,” he said in a statement issued 
late Dec. 12. “The bishops of  the United States continue to affirm 
the natural right to migrate, balanced with the sovereign right of  
countries to uphold their borders, as well as their obligations to 
provide humane processes for newcomers,” Bishop Seitz added. 
He said the bishops also believe that “time, resources and political 
will are best spent making structural improvements to our broken 
immigration system.” With the arrival of  “greater numbers of  

families and individuals at our border with Mexico,” the federal 
government must provide “critical infrastructure” to “meet their 
humanitarian needs.” During Advent especially, “these newcom-
ers are visible signs of  Christ among us,” Bishop Seitz said. “Let 
us meet this moment not with policies of  exclusion and indiffer-
ence but with a spirit of  compassion and generosity.” 

 
Bishop charged with conspiracy to 
undermine Nicaragua, spread false 
news 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — A Nicaraguan bishop held for nearly 
four months was formally charged during an unannounced Dec. 
13 court date, marking his first appearance since being detained. 
Bishop Rolando Álvarez Lagos of  Matagalpa was accused of  con-
spiracy to undermine the country and propagate false news, 
according to a statement from the courts in the national capital, 
Managua. Bishop Álvarez was assigned a public defender and told 
his trial would start Jan. 10, according to the statement, which 
included photos of  the prelate, appearing gaunt, looking stoic and 
wearing a blue shirt while sitting in court. More than 40 political 
prisoners have been convicted on the same charges, according to 
the newspaper Confidencial. The court statement also said it had 
requested that Interpol issue an alert for the arrest of  another 
priest, Father Uriel Antonio Vallejos, who is accused of  similar 
offenses. Bishop Álvarez’s court appearance came after months of  
being incommunicado with no information on his condition being 
released. The Nicaraguan bishops’ conference also refrained from 
speaking out on Bishop Álvarez’s condition as the regime of  
President Daniel Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario 
Murillo, continued persecuting the church and other critical voic-
es in the Central American country. 
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner  • Hot Water Heat Systems    

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Call Chuck at the Messenger to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  
(859) 392-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials 
Latonia Ave. at 35th St.  •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

 
National/World 



Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Vigilance is an essential part of  
the spiritual life because the devil will try to sneak in 
when one is not paying attention or, especially, when a 
Christian thinks he or she is making a lot of  progress 
on the road to holiness, Pope Francis said. 

“When we trust too much in ourselves and not in 
God’s grace, then the Evil One finds the door open. So, 
he organizes an expedition and takes possession of  that 
house,” which is a person’s spiritual life, the pope said 
Dec. 14 at his weekly general audience. 

Since late August, the pope has been using his gener-
al audience talks to explain the process of  spiritual dis-
cernment according to the teaching of  St. Ignatius of  
Loyola, founder of  the Jesuits. 

When discernment has led to a good decision, one 
that increases spiritual growth and brings one closer to 
doing the Lord’s will, he said, the process is not com-
plete. 

“If  vigi-
lance is lack-
ing,” the 
pope said, 
there is “a 
very high 
risk that all 
will be lost. It 
is a danger 
not of  a psy-
chological, but of  a spiritual order, 
a real snare of  the evil spirit.” 

Part of  discernment is being 
watchful to safeguard one’s heart 
and soul, he said. Vigilance “is the 
frame of  mind of  Christians who 
await the final coming of  the Lord; 
but it also can be understood as the 
normal attitude to have in the conduct of  life, so that 
our good choices, taken at times after challenging dis-

cernment, may proceed in a persevering and consistent 
manner and bear fruit.” 

In greeting French speakers at the audience, the 
pope noted how Advent reminds Christians of  the 
importance of  watchfulness or vigilance. 

“We await the coming of  the Lord, and we remain 
attentive to our more fragile brothers and sisters who 
knock at the door of  our hearts,” the pope said. “This is 
how we build our lives with discernment and consistent 
with the Gospel.” 

“Let us ask the Lord to keep us vigilant in humility 
and in availability” to those in need, he said. 

When one does something good, the pope said, there 
often is a temptation of  pride, “the presumption of  
being righteous, of  being good, of  having everything in 
place. Often, we will hear someone say, ‘Yes, I was bad 
before, but I converted and now my house is in order, 
thanks be to God,’ and they relax.” 

At moments like that, the pope said, the devil will not 
overpower a person, but will be very “polite” and ask to 
come in, then he will make himself  at home. 

“Watch over your heart because vigilance is a sign of  
wisdom, it is above all a sign of  humility” and of  know-
ing that without God’s help, one can fail, the pope said. 
“Humility is the high road of  the Christian life.”

The devil is sneaky, so Christians must be watchful, pope says
(left) Pope Francis 
touches the pacifier of  
a child during his gen-
eral audience in the 
Paul VI hall at the 
Vatican Dec. 14, 2022.  
 
CNS photo/Paul 
Haring
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USPS ‘Virgin and Child’ stamp features one of  world’s most revered images 

Christ, the Lord,   
     the new-born King!

P.O. Box 76081 
Highland Heights, KY  41076

For all employees and 
volunteers of the 
Diocese of Covington 
who in any way provide 
a safe environment for 
children. 
Step 1: Contact 
parish/school  
institution leader to 
review the Policies and 
Procedures and fill out 
the Application and 
Acceptance Forms. 

Step 2: Go to  
www.virtus.org and 
click on Registration. 
Follow the prompts to 
create an account and 
to request a  
background check. 
Selection.com is a 
secure site; the back-
ground check is posted 
on your account and 
you receive a copy if 
you request it during 

the registration process. 
You will sign up for a 
VIRTUS training class 
during the registration.  

Step 3: Your account 
becomes active when 
your background check, 
VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance 
Form are posted on 
your account. You will 
receive 12 bulletins per 

year. You will receive  
e-mail notices at sys-
tem@pub.virtus.org 
unless your computer 
program blocks them. 
 
Bulletins:  
December bulletin: 
posted Sunday, Dec.4; 
due Tuesday, Jan. 4. 
www.virtusonline.org, 
enter user id and  
password to access 

your bulletins. If your 
Virtus account is inac-
tivated please contact 
your  
primary location for 
assistance. 
To login: 
www.virtus.org, enter 
user id and password. 

Training: 
n Tuesday, Jan. 10,  

9–11:30 a.m., 

Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Covington 

n Thursday, Jan. 12,  
9-11:30 a.m.,  
Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Covington  

Note: If your Training 
Tab is missing or you 
cannot access your 
account, contact your 
parish, school or institu-
tion.  
For other difficulties, 
contact Marylu Steffen 
at (859) 392-1500 or 
msteffen@covdio.org.

Protecting God’s Children for Adults  
Safe Environment Trainings 

BOSTON — Every two years the U.S. Postal Service 
issues a traditional first-class Christmas stamp showing 
Mary and Jesus, and this year’s stamp features an oil-on-
panel painting from the first half  of  the 16th century titled 

“Virgin and Child.” 
Attributed to a Florentine artist known since the late 

1960s as the Master of  the Scandicci Lamentation, the 
painting is in the Robert Dawson Evans Collection at the 
Museum of  Fine Arts in Boston. 

The stamp was designed by Greg Breeding, co-founder 
and creative director of  the Journey Group design firm in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. He is one of  four art directors 
who regularly work with the USPS. 

The painting depicts Mary gazing downward at the 
Christ child, with one of  her arms holding him protective-
ly at his waist and the other tenderly touching his arm, 
while the Christ child turns his head to look out of  the 
frame to the left. 

“I am honored to represent the Postal Service as we ded-
icate a Christmas stamp that features one of  the most 
revered images in the world — the Virgin Mary holding 
her infant child, Jesus,” Jenny Utterback, USPS organiza-
tion development vice president, said when the stamp was 
unveiled Sept. 22 at the Boston museum. 

The Postal Service has released religion-themed stamps 
since the 1960s. 

The 2022 religious Christmas stamp is “a beautiful 
piece of  art, with particular meaning this time of  year,” 
Utterback said. 

“I choose my holiday cards with care, sign them with 
love or best wishes, and may write a personal note inside,” 

she added. “Holiday cards are a special way to connect 
with family and friends. The stamp on the envelope holds 
significance as well.” 

“Virgin and Child” is a first-class, 60-cent stamp. It car-
ries the “forever” designation, as do the other new releases 
from the USPS for the 2022 holiday season: “Holiday 
Elves,” “Snowy Beauty,” “Winter Blooms,” “Hanukkah” 
and “Kwanzaa.” The USPS said popular holiday stamps 
from years past also continue to be available. 

The new Hanukkah stamp features a bright, multicol-
ored menorah, or “hanukkiah,” which is a nine-branched 
candelabrum lit during the eight-day Jewish holiday of  
Hanukkah. Also known as the festival of  the lights, 
Hanukkah is Dec. 18-26. 

It commemorates the miraculous victory of  Judah 
Maccabee and a small group of  Jewish freedom fighters 
who defeated their vastly more powerful Syrian oppres-
sors in the second century B.C., regaining control of  the 
temple in Jerusalem and the freedom to practice their reli-
gion. 

The stamp for Kwanzaa, celebrated Dec. 26-Jan. 1, 
depicts two children standing together with a “kinara,” or 
candleholder, and seven lit candles, called “mishumaa 
saba,” in front of  them. 

The candles represent the seven principles of  Kwanzaa: 
unity; self-determination; collective work and responsibil-
ity; cooperative economics; purpose; creativity; and faith.
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VATICAN CITY — Stopping to gaze at and perhaps pray 
before a Nativity scene is one of  the best ways to remem-
ber the real meaning of  Christmas, Pope Francis said. 

“In its genuine poverty,” the pope said, “the creche 
helps us to rediscover the true richness of  Christmas and 
to purify ourselves of  so many aspects that pollute the 
Christmas landscape.” 

Pope Francis met Dec. 3 with the artisans who carved 
the 18-piece Nativity scene in St. Peter’s Square; the donors 
of  the white pine Christmas tree; the residents of  a psychi-
atric rehabilitation center who, along with a group of  stu-
dents and grandparents, created the ornaments; and with 
representatives of  the government of  Guatemala, which 
set up another Nativity scene in the Vatican audience hall. 

“Simple and familiar, the Nativity scene recalls a 
Christmas that is different from the consumerist and com-
mercial Christmas. It is something else. It reminds us how 
good it is for us to cherish moments of  silence and prayer 
in our days, often overwhelmed by frenzy,” Pope Francis 
told them during a midday gathering. 

The group was scheduled to gather in St. Peter’s Square 
in the evening for the official unveiling of  the Nativity 
scene and the lighting of  the Christmas tree. But a major 
rainstorm with a forecast for more caused the Vatican to 
move the evening festivities indoors, although hundreds of  
people still were in the square for the lighting. 

Meeting with the donors, Pope Francis encouraged 
everyone to find some quiet time to spend before a creche 
at Christmas. 

“Silence encourages contemplation of  the child Jesus,” 
the pope said, and “helps us to become intimate with God, 
with the fragile simplicity of  a tiny newborn baby, with the 
meekness of  his being laid down, with the tender affection 
of  the swaddling clothes that envelop him.” 

“If  we really want to celebrate Christmas,” he said, “let 
us rediscover through the crib the surprise and amaze-
ment of  littleness, the littleness of  God, who makes him-
self  small, who is not born in the splendor of  appearances, 
but in the poverty of  a stable.” 

To truly encounter Jesus, the pope said, people must 
meet him in the manger, leaving their own vanity and pre-
tense behind. 

“Prayer is the best way to say thank you before this gift 
of  free love, to say thank you to Jesus who desires to enter 
our homes and our hearts,” he said. “Yes, God loves us so 
much that he shares our humanity and our lives.” 

“Even in the worst moments,” the pope said, “he is 
there, because he is the Emmanuel, the God with us, the 

light that illuminates the darkness and the tender pres-
ence that accompanies us on our journey.” 

The lights on the Christmas tree, he said, are a 
reminder that Jesus came “to lighten our darkness, our 
existence often enclosed in the shadow of  sin, fear, pain.” 

But, the pope said, the tree also should make people 
think about the importance of  roots. 

Like a tree, he said, only a person who is “rooted in good 
soil remains firm, grows, matures, resists the winds that 
shake him and becomes a point of  reference for those who 
look upon him.” 

The Christmas tree, Pope Francis said, is a reminder of  
the need to remain rooted in Christ.

Keep the creche in Christmas, pope urges

And the magic of  this holy season.  
May this year hold  
the birth of new  
blessings and the  
promise of   
lasting peace.
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Pope Francis carries a figurine of  the baby Jesus at the 
conclusion of  Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica 
at the Vatican in this Dec. 24, 2021, file photo. 




