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Parish Points of Contact have one plea:
take the Disciple Maker Index survey this Lent!

Laura Keener
Editor

The With One Heart initiative is preparing for its major and
most foundational step — the implementation of the Disciple
Maker Index.

The With One Heart initiative is a multi-faceted, leadership
development program Bishop John Iffert launched in September
2022. It is led by the Catholic Leadership Institute, who has 17 years
of experience in assisting bishops in their mission to develop
priests, parishes and parishioners for missionary discipleship. In
the Diocese of Covington, the four-year initiative has as its stated

goal: “Empowering  Priests.
Igniting Parishes. Enlivening the
Faithful.”

The Disciple Maker Index, or
DMI, is one tool CLI uses to help
bishops, pastors and parish leaders
make data-driven decisions. The
DMI is a 75-question survey used to
collect that data. All parishioners
are encouraged to take the DMI sur-
vey, which opens Feb. 22 and lasts
through March 27. The questions
not only ask demographical ques-
tions but also asks parishioners to
evaluate their own involvement in
the parish, what their parish does
well and what opportunities they
think could be explored. The more
people that take the survey the bet-
ter the data will be, which would
lead to better decisions at both the
diocesan and parish levels.

Each pastor was asked to
appoint a Parish Point of Contact
(PPOC). The primary role of the
PPOC is to assist the pastor in
implementing the DMI at their
parish. In three sessions, Jan. 9 and
10, Carla Molina, relationship man-
ager and leadership consultant
with CLI, introduced the PPOC’s to
the With One Heart initiative and a
plan on how to implement the DMI.

“I think using the DMI will be
very  helpful,” said Jenni
VonLehman, PPOC, St. Joseph
Parish, Crescent Springs. “Each
parish is unique, and the DMI will
enable pastors to hear directly from their parishioners. It gives peo-
ple the opportunity to be heard, but it also empowers them to begin
supporting their pastor and their fellow parishioners in a more
concrete way.”

David Doyle, PPOC, St. Patrick Parish, Maysville and St. James
Mission, Minerva, said that Father Andrew Young, pastor, is very
engaged and routinely asks Parish Council for feedback and assis-
tance. Using the data from the DMI along with the feedback collect-
ed at the Deanery Listening Sessions and Parish Strategy Sessions,
two of the initial strategies of With One Heart held last fall, will
help parish leaders “to take action to improve the overall experi-
ence in our parish,” he said.

“This will now give them an opportunity to better communicate
their feelings, wants, desires at the parish level,” Mr. Doyle said
about the DMI.

As aretired business professional, Monica France, PPOC for St.
Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill, has seen the benefits of surveys, espe-
cially as a way of building trust.

“In my line of work, that’s what they did, they would do surveys
every five years and that’s how they would set plans and that’s how
they would measure progress,” Mrs. France said. “It was a very
good way to kind of capture the feelings of the people.”

But, Mrs. France said that trust can be broken if results of the
survey are not shared or if there is no follow-up on the information
provided by the survey. “It only works if you give them feedback,
and then respond in a way to address what you learned,” she said.

their faith.

WITH

EMPOWERING PRIESTS. IGNITING PARISHES. ENLIVENING THE FAITHFUL.

With the DMI, pastors and parish leaders will be able to login
into a dashboard to see the aggregate results of surveys completed
by their parishioners. They will also be able to see the aggregate
results of other parishes. This will allow everyone in the parish to
work together to make data-driven decisions to help support
parishioners on their faith journey as missionary disciples of
Christ. The survey is completely anonymous — no one at the
parish or the diocese will have access to the names of any individ-
ual respondent.

“All of us have so much to offer, and it’s exciting to think about
how we could transform our parish together,” said Mrs.

HEART

What's on your heart?
Take the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey

The DMI invites parishioners to reflect on where they are on
their journey of discipleship and enables parish leadership
to make data-driven decisions to help parishioners grow in

The DMI online portal opens Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 and
closes March 27. Visit www.covdio.org/withoneheart.

VonLehman. “There are also a lot of programs that I really believe
in — programs that have changed my life — and I would love to find
a way to make these more accessible (and attractive) for families
who lead very busy lives. Ultimately, I would love to see our parish
more energized and on fire for our faith. That kind of energy is con-
tagious, and Christ has made it clear that this ‘fire,” in turn, spreads
to the wider community. I think most of us have seen it ourselves,
and we know it’s true. This is an exciting opportunity for the entire
diocese.”

Mrs. VonLLehman, Mrs. France and Mr. Doyle all agreed that
their biggest challenge as PPOC will be getting people to take the
survey and/or staying with the 75-question survey to its comple-
tion. Mrs. Molina has provided a publicity template that will help
the PPOC’s get the word out. Bulletin and pulpit announcements
have been written and provided to the PPOC’s. Soon, social media
posts and flyers to print will be made available on the With One
Heart website, www.covdio.org/WithOneHeart. Parishioners will
also have the option of completing the survey online or on paper.

“We’ll have to find ways, you know, having a place open after
Mass where they can go and they can get coffee and doughnuts and
complete the survey, if you do that a couple of times, that would be
helpful,” Mrs. France said. She also will be seeking the assistance
of other parishioners to help promote the DMI by greeting parish-
joners and talking with them about the DMI after Mass.

“With God’s help we will move this forward and make every
parish better off for having participated,” Mr. Doyle said.
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‘We are not yet done’: March for Life holds first

national event after overturn of Roe v. Wade

Kate Scanlon
OSV News

Tens of thousands of pro-life advocates descended upon
the nation’s capital for the 50th March for Life Jan. 20 — the
first national march since the overturn of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that initially prompted the
annual demonstration.

Standing on the event stage at the National Mall, with
the U.S. Capitol visible in the background, Jeanne Mancini,
March for Life president, told attendees at a rally prior to
the march that “the country and world changed” when Roe
was reversed in June 2022. But she said the annual March
for Life would continue in Washington until abortion is
“unthinkable.”

“While the March began as a response to Roe, we don’t

end as a response to Roe being overturned,” Mancini said.
“Why? Because we are not yet done.”

The march took place on a sunny and unseasonably
warm day in Washington. A headcount of attendees was not
immediately available, as the National Park Service does
not release crowd size estimates.

The national March for Life first took place in
Washington in 1974 in response to the Roe decision legaliz-
ing abortion nationwide the previous year. The protest has
taken place in Washington each year since, with a smaller-
in-scale event during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021.

The 2023 event was the first national March for Life since
the high court’s June 2022 ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization that overturned Roe and
returned the matter of regulating or restricting abortion to
state legislatures.

At the pre-march rally, the Christian band “We Are
Messengers” performed, followed by a number of speakers,

f including Gianna Emanuela Molla, the daughter of St.

Glanna Beretta Molla. Canonized in 2004, St. Gianna gave
her life for Giana Emanuela, choosing to move forward with
her fourth pregnancy even after doctors discovered a tumor
in her uterus.

Molla told the rallygoers that she thanks her “saint

Pickett photos

Johnson in the film Unplanned.

8 Priests celebrate
monthly holy hour

On the third Thursday of each month, priests across the Diocese

of Covington come together to the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, to
observe a monthly Holy Hour.

This hour, which begins with
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
and ends with Benediction, gives dioce-
san priests a chance to pray before the
Eucharist in adoration together.

Baker photos

(left) Catholic Charities employees Donna Pickett, Karen Riegler, Paul Meisenhelder
and Clare Ruehl take a “selfie” with actress Ashley Bratcher, who played Abby

(below) Students carrying banners at the 2023 March for Life.

(above left) Bishop John Iffert and Father Jordan Hainsey kneel before the monstrance at the beginning of the
monthly priest’s Holy Hour at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington.

(above right) Diocesan priests pray in the Cathedral’s pews during the Holy Hour.

mom” for the gift of life. “I would not be here now with all
of you if I had not been loved so much,” she said.

Prior to speaking to the sea of pro-life marchers on the
National Mall, Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch,
who argued the Dobbs case before the Supreme Court, told
OSV News that “empowering women and promoting life”
were the next steps post-Roe.

“Some of the things that we’re talking about in
Mississippi and promoting legislation on are workplace
flexibility options, particularly for mothers,” she said. “We
lose young mothers because they don’t have any options.
They don’t have that flexibility. We’ve got to have childcare.
It’s got to be affordable, accessible and quality.”

Fitch said she wants to see the pro-life movement do
“some heavy lifts” to push laws enhancing child support
enforcement and reforming the adoption or foster care sys-
tems.

“(These systems) are failing our children; they’re bro-
ken,” Fitch said. “We’ve got to make those (changes) happen
and put those children in these loving families.”

Speaking with OSV News at the march, Kristan
Hawkins, president of the pro-life group Students for Life of
America, said the next front of her organization’s activism
will focus on fighting the spread of medication abortion.
Hawkins said the pro-life movement should also focus on
broadening the social safety net and its remaining goals at
the federal level, such as stripping Planned Parenthood, the
nation’s largest single abortion provider, of taxpayer funds.

“We’re walking and running and chewing gum all at the
same time,” she said.

“There is a lot for us to do
as a nation, especially raising
awareness among its citi-
zens,” Isalyn Aviles
Rodriguez, who came to the
march from Miami, told OSV
News. Rodriguez said she was
motivated to march because
“the nation needs to know that
children are part of God’s
plan from conception until
natural death.”

At various events leading
up to the march, pro-life advo-
cates joined together in prayer
and solidarity.

At the Jan. 19 opening
Mass for the annual National
Prayer Vigil for Life, the night
before the march, Bishop
Michael F. Burbidge of
Arlington, Virginia, said in his homily that the pro-life
movement has “much to celebrate” because Roe v. Wade “is
no more.”

But, he added, a “new important phase” for the cause of
life “begins now.”

“Our efforts to defend life must be as tireless as ever” not
only to change laws but also hearts “with steadfast faith in
the grace and power of God to do so,” said Bishop Burbidge,
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.

The event, held at the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, drew between
6,000 and 6,500 people, with most of the congregation filling
the Great Upper Church. Dozens also viewed the Mass via
screens in the lower level of the basilica.

Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the
US., read a message from Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican
secretary of state, issued on behalf of Pope Francis, who
imparted his blessing on all those participating in the
March for Life.

“His Holiness trusts that Almighty God will strengthen
the commitment of all, especially the young, to persevere in
their efforts aimed at protecting human life in all its stages,
especially through adequate legal measures enacted at
every level of society,” the message said.

Across town, at the Entertainment & Sports Arena in
Washington’s Congress Heights neighborhood, another
new pre-march event welcomed a sold-out crowd of pro-lif-
ers. Sponsored by the Sisters of Life and the Knights of
Columbus, the early morning Life Fest drew some 4,200 peo-
ple —most of them teens and young adults — for a program
of prayer, worship music, and personal testimonies that
concluded with Eucharistic adoration and Mass.

“The law has changed ... (but) hearts need to change

(Continued on page 22)
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Chosen program prepares children for Confirmation

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

A need to strengthen the relevance of the sacrament of
Confirmation was the foundation for the “Chosen” pro-
gram at St. Mary’s Parish, Alexandria.

With 26 sessions of 90 minutes each, the program start-
ed six years ago as an inspired discussion based on a book
and program by Ascension Press. Led by volunteers, the
program has since evolved based on feedback from partic-
ipants to include plenty of hands-on activities, prayer, and
Eucharistic adoration.

Chosen starts while students are still in seventh grade
and prepares them for Confirmation into the eighth-grade
year.

“Our schools do a great job of teaching what
Confirmation is,” said Brett Ruschman, one of the parents
involved with leading Chosen’s sessions, “but this pro-
gram is really a refresher on the entire Catholic faith.”

“We've added a lot of activities over the years to get
them more involved. We’ll play an activity that seems like
it’s just a playground game, but then we’ll tie it in to a spir-

‘QHINLS

itual meaning,” he said, “hands on activities to teach reli-
gious concepts.”

According to Maria Code, another one of Chosen’s vol-
unteers, the program, which started with 22 participants
its first year, proudly had 39 students this past year, and the
percentage is “getting higher and higher.”

“This is the first year where we had kids ask to sign up
after the deadline because they heard about it from their
friends,” she said.

In addition to the
program, the volunteers
that organized Chosen
also  organized 39
“prayer pals” for the
participating students—
“prayer warriors” who
responded to ads put
into the parish bulletin
to pray for the students
every week. “They were
praying that the stu-

St. Augustine parishioners serve as beacons
of light to homebound community members

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

After a 2019 homily at St. Augustine Parish, Covington,
the takeaway that the parish community needed to “go out
and serve others” affected a group of St. Augustine parish-
ioners who would found the “Be Their Light” ministry.

“We felt that we should serve those who can no longer
make it to Mass,” said Suzanne Ritchie, one of these

parishioners who takes care of the ministry’s database,
“just because you can no longer make it to Mass on a reg-
ular basis because you physically cannot, you don’t stop
being a part of the Church family,” she said.

The ministry is made up entirely of volunteers from
the parish who serve 18 individuals from their community
who cannot make it to in-person Mass.

One key part of the ministry is the making and deliver-
ing of cards to these communi-
ty members— each one con-
taining a personal note and
hand-written by volunteers. Be
Their Light also visits these
individuals, and even has a
Eucharistic minister in their
ranks to bring to them the
Eucharist at home.

A member of the ministry
also tries to attend every funer-
al related to those whom they
serve, whether it be the indi-
vidual themselves or a family
member, said Ms. Ritchie.

“I can’t say enough that it is
truly the epitome of people
working together as the body
of Christ,” she said. “If it was-
n’'t for each person, this pro-
gram would not work.”

Green Chameleon photo

dents received what the Holy Spirit needed them to in
order to deepen their faith and expand their understand-
ing of Confirmation ahead of the sacrament,” said Mr.
Ruschman.

“I think the word is out that this a fun religious thing
these kids can do,” Mr. Ruschman said. With just a few
more sessions to go, this year’s Chosen class’s confirma-
tion is set for the February 2.

(left) Students attending the Chosen program at St. Mary’s,
Alexandria play a game of “human foosball.” Mimicking the
classic table game, students kick a ball representing day to day
decisions bringing the soul closer to Heaven, or closer to Hell.

Jan. 28
Mass, Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, California, 5 p.m.

Jan. 29

Mass, Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, California, 9 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

Feb. 1

Catholic Schools Week Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington,

10 a.m.

Building Commission meeting,
2 p.m.

Confirmation, St. Bernard/Holy
Spirit/Divine Mercy Parishes,
held at Divine Mercy Parish,
Bellevue, 7 p.m.

(above) Chosen participants attend adoration.

Feb. 2
Catholic Charities Corporate
Board meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Confirmation, St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish,
Alexandria, 7 p.m.

Feb. 3

All-school Mass, St. Henry
District High School, Erlanger,
10 a.m.

Cursillo on Tap, St. Barbara
Parish, Erlanger, 7 p.m.

Feb. 4
Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, 4:30 p.m.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Glory to the newborn King
St. Anthony 7th and 8th grade students, led by their teacher Mrs. Simon, performed the story of the Nativity for the rest of the Students at St. Pius X School, Edgewood, have been

students and staff. They led the student body through the Bible from the story of Adam and Eve to the birth of Jesus and the

Epiphany.

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays,
noon to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following
channels: antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17
or 517; and DirectTV 25.

24th annual Jack and Pat McGarr Euchre Tournament,
Feb. 4, Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria. Register

online, McGarrEuchre23.givesmart.com. Contact jackmcgar-

reuchre@gmail.com or text/call (859) 250- 4924.

Come celebrate a First Friday Candlelight Mass with
Sacred Music, Feb. 3, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs,
hosted by The Angelico Project. Mass starts promptly at 7
p.m., followed by individual prayer for healing with the
Mustard Seed Charismatic prayer teams in the left nave of
the church.

Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson III °67 Institute for Religious Liberty
Spring Event, Feb. 16, 7-9 p.m., Mary, Seat of Wisdom
Chapel, Thomas More University, Crestview Hills. The IRL
presents “Political Partisanship and Its Impact on the
Future of Religious Liberty” featuring keynote speaker
Asma Uddin and commentator Dr. William Madges. Ms.
Uddin is a religious liberty lawyer and scholar working for
the protection of religious expression for people of all faiths
in the U.S. and abroad. She is currently the visiting assistant

professor of law at the Catholic University of America. Dr.
Madges is the chair of the theology department and the fac-
ulty director of the Brueggeman Center for Dialogue at
Xavier University. All are welcome, RSVP not required. Visit
thomasmore.edu/religiousliberty for details.

Newport Central Catholic High School’s twenty-second
class Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be
held Feb. 18, Newport Central Catholic gymnasium, social
hour, 6 p.m.; dinner and ceremony 7 p.m. Inductees are:
Vince Bonhaus 01, Whitney Cundiff Smith *08, April Gibson
Gilespie ’08, Brian Haigis ’87, Brady Hightchew ’12, Steve
Pangallo ’91 and Jerry Turner ’79. The 2010 Girls All A State
Champion Basketball Team will be named if “Team of
Distinction;” Rob Detzel will receive the Coach Jim Connor
Award and Jerry Schneider ’52 the Fr. John Hegenauer
Community Service Award. Cost $30. Visit ncchs.com.

Diocese of Covington Regional Dual-Credit
Information Night presented by James Catchen, Feb.
23, 6-7:30 p.m., Thomas More University, Steigerwald
Hall, Saints Center, Crestview Hills, for high school
students (and their guardians), who would benefit
from dual credit courses. During the presentation,
attendees will hear from KHEAA on scholarship
opportunities to pay for dual-credit courses as well as
how dual-credit courses can impact students after high
school. Dual-credit representatives from Thomas More,

Here to lend a hand.
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Charlie's Club,

Adult Day Health Pregram

Monday - Friday
8am - 5:30pm

www.stcharlescommunity.org (859) 331-3224

Letters of gratitude

practicing the virtue of gratitude during the month of
November. To show their gratitude, students wrote a letter
to someone special for whom they are thankful. At the
all-school Mass before Thanksgiving break, the letters were
addressed, blessed and are ready to be sent out.

Gateway, and NKU on available dual-credit opportuni-
ties. Visit thomasmore.edu/preview.

The Thomas More University Women’s Conference,
March 3, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Steigerwald Hall, Saints Center,
Crestview Hills. This one-day, interactive conference is
designed to enlighten, engage and challenge women to seek
more within their careers. The Conference explores the topic
of “Women Who Innovate” within different industries. This
conference is geared for alumni, college students,
faculty/staff, parents, high school students, and community
members. Cost $50. Reserve your space at tmuky.us/tmwc.

Have you ever considered going on a pilgrimage? “Journey
to Egypt, a special part of the Holy Land, where
Abraham, Joseph, Moses and the Holy Family walked. Make
your way through the Holy Land to follow in Jesus’ foot-
steps. Celebrate votive Masses in the very places where
miraculous gifts became pages in the Gospel. If interested in
learning more, please contact St. Henry parishioner Michael
Portwood, (859) 878-6905 or e-mail pamarinedad@yahoo.com.

JEFF & CHERYL SISKA 859-816-7910

AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — ESTATE & COLLECTIONS BUYER
WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING...

« COSTUME JEWELRY o BEER & LIQUOR SIGNS & LIGHTS

. JSLL}SE‘ Boxcss -  COINS & PAPER MONEY

. MACHI * ROOKWOOD & ROSEVILLE POTTERY
. FAEDNJ%S%LSSSSIGNS « HOLDAY ITEMS INC YARD DECOR,

. ERAM Rl TR

» LICENSE PLATES % NM[C,\B\G'IHS eSS

» STONE CROCKS & JUGS , peps 8, SPORTING ITEMS BEFORE 1976
» DIECAST CARS & TRUCKS § 15y5 2 BANKS BEFORE 1980

* MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
e HADLEY & BYBEE . ER(EJGNG &APR‘I:EREX MIXING BOWLS

* LEGOS
WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES—WE BUY COMPLETE
& PARTIAL ESTATES AS WELL AS COMPLETE COLLECTIONS!

cMcHales

EVENTS AND CATERING

every detatil, every event, every tline

859.442.7776 www.mchalescatering.com

We offer many unique Wedding Venues in NKY
and downtown Cincinnati

The Grand and Pinnacle ballrooms Covington
The Gardens of Park Hills
Preferred Caterer at The Drees Pavilion and Devou Clubhouse
The Cincinnati Club Downtown Cincinnati
The Center Ballroom at Fountain Square
Partner Venues

Cincinnati Music Hall, Rhinegeist Brewery,
The Prickel Barn Verona Ky.
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Be
Witnesses

“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”

— Pope Francis

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington

Benedictine Sisters of St.Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org

Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org

Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com

Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org

Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndusa.org

Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
WWW.SSjW.0rg

Public and Private
Associations

Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org

Missionaries of St.John the Baptist
www.msjb.info
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Carefully considering the path

Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent

The pace of the world is so fast that it takes your breath
away. Schedules and deadlines need constant attention; deci-
sions are required at the drop of a hat.Taking time to give
careful consideration to life decisions can seem old-fashioned.

Erin Nagy is a postulant of the
Sisters of Notre Dame and the path
she has taken on her vocation journey
has been carefully and purposefully
traveled.

She grew up in a Catholic family,
attending public school as well as reli-
gious education classes through her
parish in Monclova, Ohio. Her only
exposure to women religious was
through the sister who ran her parish
religion program. Erin remembers
thinking in the 4th grade,”It might be
interesting to be a nun.But! | couldnt
do that because Sisters don't get paid

So, she put that thought out of
her mind — temporarily. During high
school, she became active in her parish
youth group, spending more time in
church, and learning more about her
faith.

“My lay youth group director was really good at discipling
and showed me how to pray more deeply,” said Erin.

e modeled it well, teaching her that personal prayer is a
conversation with God — a personal connection to Jesus and
a way to draw closer to him. Before that, she had only known
the Mass and memorized prayers. Her youth group became
very important to her,and she found herself changing her
schedule and giving up other opportunities so she could be
more active.The youth group was instrumental in her forma-
tion, and she continued that association through college.

Thoughts of a religious vocation took root and deepened
during her years at the University of Toledo. She graduated
with a major in communication and a minor in world religions
that included a few Catholic-specific studies as well as those in
Christianity, atheism, Islam and Eastern religions. The opportu-
nity to learn about the religions of the world gave her an
understanding of how to have conversations with people of
different faiths.

When Erin inquired about becoming a youth minister fol-
lowing college graduation, her youth minister asked if she had
ever considered a vocation to religious life.

“It had crossed my mind a few times, but | had never real-
ly done anything with it. When | said yes, he said that he had
seen a lot of things in me that made him think a religious
vocation was something | should consider. He suggested that |
get a spiritual director and visit a few religious communities to
see what it was like,” she said.

That was the push Erin needed to begin taking thoughts
of a religious vocation seriously. She followed his advice and
met with a spiritual director once a month. She visited a few
communities and decided to enter a contemplative communi-

ty.

1

“I was a postulant for eight months but found it was not a
good fit. There were restrictions, such as how | could contact

- & i
Erin Nagy, postulant of the Sisters of Notre Dame

my family, that were a challenge for me.When | discerned
through prayer that the Lord was asking me to leave the com-
munity, | wasn't sure what He was calling me to do.| wasn't cer-
tain that religious life was still on the table,” Erin said.

Her next four years were focused on working for the
Church, living a single life, and trying to discover where God
wanted her to be.When the pandemic
slowed everything down, thoughts of
religious life returned. She gave a lot of
consideration to how her life as a
member of a religious community, ver-
sus a member of the laity, might be
and began praying more intentionally.

She encountered the Sisters of
Notre Dame through their online book
study for young adults. She enjoyed
the books and loved experiencing the
sisters’ personalities and spirituality
through Zoom meetings. She entered
the postulancy in September 2022
and lives at the Novitiate House of the
Sisters of Notre Dame in the Toledo
area.

Postulancy lasts for six months to
two years, depending on the woman
and her needs. During the two-year
novitiate, the first year is a canonical
year, focused on the interior life and devoted to study, prayer,
volunteer work and learning about community life. The sec-
ond year offers various ministry experiences and the opportu-
nity to gain an understanding of the community’s mission.
After two years, a novice makes temporary vows, usually
renewed annually for five years.

Now four months into her postulancy, Erin works full-time
as a classroom aide in a charter school in Toledo. She has come
to enjoy this new experience.Erin meets weekly with her
director, reading through and discussing different books and
documents such as her current read,“Fratelli Tutti,” an encycli-
cal by Pope Francis.

To Erin, the isolation of COVID was retreat-like, with more
time to pray and think about what God was leading her to.She
would recommend to other young women discerning a reli-
gious vocation that they find a spiritual director with whom
they can reflect on their journey. Erin believes that can be very
important, just having someone to walk with you and to talk
over the things you are thinking about.

Additionally, she recommends spending time with mem-
bers of the community you are considering whether volun-
teering with them, going on a retreat or just talking to them.

“That can be a scary step, but the only way to know is to
engage with them.The more you move forward, the more you
can see the path God is leading you towards.You can't go
wrong if you let God lead you.| can see all of the ways | have
grown and realize that God had some things he wanted to
teach me.If God can do that for me, he can do that for others,
too,” she said.

Erin shares that her parents had a few concerns and were
initially a bit scared when she first took steps toward a reli-
gious vocation. Now, they are at peace with her decision and
consider the Sisters of Notre Dame part of their family.

O

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,

contact Sister Marla Monahan at mmonahan@covdio.org or (859) 392-1569.
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In a homily, Karl Rahner once commented that in the
Beatitudes in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus makes a rather stun-
ning statement. He says, “blessed are you who are now
weeping, for you shall laugh.” Rahner suggests that Jesus
is teaching that our final state of happiness in heaven

will not just lift us out of
IN EXILE

our sadness and dry away
our tears, it will bring us to
laughter, to “an intoxica-
tion of joy.” Laughter is
integral to the final ecstasy.

Further still, if laughter
constitutes the final happi-
ness in heaven, then it
should follow that whenev-
er we are laughing, we are
on good terms with reality.
Laughter, Rahner submits,
is part of the eternal praise
of God at the end of time.

However, this can be
glib and misleading. Not all
laughter gives God praise and not all laughter suggests
that we are on good terms with reality. Laughter can also
be cheap, glib and wrong. The final joy of heaven is not
always found at that place in a room where folks are
cracking up with laughter.

There are many kinds of laughter and not all of them
are healthy or godly. There is the laughter of drunken-
ness, of deadening your senses and jettisoning your
moral compass and normal sensitivity. That kind of
laughter will not be heard in some noisy little corner of

Father Ron Rolheiser

The readings for the fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time — Cycle A — are: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13; 1
Corinthians 1:26-31 and Matthew 5:1-12a.

There is trouble in Corinth. St. Paul, writing from
Ephesus, takes the Corinthians to task. We saw the begin-
ning of this in the passage from this letter last Sunday:.

Now we see Paul expand-
GO AND GLORIFY
l-i r

ing on it.

He reminds the
Corinthians that they are
a community. He pleads
that there be no dissen-
sion. He reflects on their
calling. “Consider your
own calling, brothers and
sisters. Not many of you
were wise by human stan-
dards, not many were pow-
erful, not many were of
noble birth. Rather God

Bishop Roger J. Foys, chose the foolish of the
D.D. world to shame the wise,
and God chose the weak of

the world to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly
and despised of the world, those who count for nothing,
to reduce to nothing those who are something, so that no
human being might boast before God.” (1 Cor 1:26-31)
Wow! That’s telling them, Paul! It’s as though St. Paul
is saying: Hey, get your act together! Fact of the matter is
everyone is welcome in the Kingdom of God and we, all of
us, are nothing without God. So, get off your high horse,
stop boasting, trust in the Lord. Stop your divisiveness,
stop comparing yourselves to each other, be happy that
you have been chosen, that you have the gift of faith, that

How seriousislaughter?

heaven. Then there is the laughter of sarcasm, laughter
that belittles others, that delights in others’ problems, and
sees itself as superior. That, too, won’t be heard in heav-
en. Then there is the laughter that’s predicated on being
insensitive and blind to the pain of others, that can enjoy
itself even while Lazarus is starving just outside the door.
The Gospels are clear as to where that kind laughter
lands us. As well, there is the laughter of pure superficial-
ity, laughter that comes easy because it really doesn’t care
about anything. Such laughter, though harmless, speaks
of nothing.

However, there are other kinds of laughter that speak
of health and of God. There is the laughter of pure spon-
taneous energy, seen most clearly in the natural joyous
bubbling over of the life- principle inside of a young per-
son, like the delight you see in a toddler delighting in her
first steps. This is the laughter of sheer delight, one that
says, “It’s great to be alive!” When we laugh in this way;
we are honoring God and thanking God for the gift of life
and energy — since the best way to thank a gift-giver is to
enjoy thoroughly the gift and delight in it.

This kind of laughter is most spontaneous is us when
we are young and, sadly, generally becomes more difficult
for us as the wounds, failures, pressures and anxieties of
adulthood begin to depress our spontaneous energies. We
still laugh, but when we stop feeling spontaneous delight
in our lives, when healthy laughter dries up, we tend to
turn to unhealthy kinds of laughter to try to lift ourselves
out of our depression. Hence, the loud, boisterous,
cranked-up laughter we hear at our parties is often only
our attempt to keep depression at bay. See how happy I
am!

Don’t worry, be happy

God loved you so much that he sent his Son to save you.
Be happy!

Who in this world doesn’t want to be happy? Rich or
poor, young or old, powerful or powerless, good or bad?
But so often we look for happiness in all the wrong places.
And that’s when divisiveness and competitiveness, petti-
ness and comparing ourselves to others, slander and gos-
siping — all those things and more of the world creep in.
OF. THE. WORLD. So, where do we find happiness —
TRUE happiness? Where do we look? What do we do? Is
true happiness — real happiness — achievable in this
life?

YES! But we must look in the right places. And we
need go no further than the Scriptures. In Paul’s letter to
the Corinthians, he says that we don’t boast before God,
because it is due to Him that we are in Christ Jesus.
Christ Jesus became for us wisdom from God, as well as
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, so that. . .
Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord. (1Cor 1:30-31)

And Jesus himself gives us a blueprint for happiness
in today’s Gospel passage from St. Matthew — he gives us
the beatitudes. The beatitudes are a shocker, because it is
contrary to everything the world tells us will make us
happy. Jesus talks about being poor in spirit; mourning;
being meek; hungering and thirsting for righteousness;
being merciful; being clean of heart; being peacemakers;
being persecuted for the sake of righteousness; being
insulted and persecuted and having every kind of evil
and slander against you. And now the good news:
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in
heaven.” (Matt 5:3-12)

In the ‘80’s there was a hit song by Bobby McFerrin
called “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.” It won Song of the Year
and Record of the Year at the 1989 Grammy Awards. Its

Peter Berger once wrote that laughter is one of the
proofs for the existence of God in that our capacity to
laugh in any situation shows that, deep down, we are
aware that no situation ultimately binds us. Our capacity
to laugh in any situation, no matter how grave or threat-
ening, shows that on some level we are aware that we
transcend that situation. That’s why a prisoner being led
to his execution might still joke with his executioner and
why a dying person can still enjoy a bit of irony. Healthy
laughter isn’t just godly. It manifests transcendence
inside us.

The Kkind of laughter spoken of by Jesus in the
Beatitudes is a laughter that simply delights in the joy of
being alive and (in that delight) intuits its own transcen-
dence. That kind of laughter is a key component in love
and sanctity. It will be one of the “intoxications of joy”
that we will feel in heaven.

If this is true, then the holiest person you know is not
the humorless, dour, easily offended, over-pious person
you deem as serious, deep and spiritual whom you do not
necessarily want as your table companion. The holiest
person you know is probably the person you want beside
you at table.

When I was a novice in religious life, our Assistant
Novice Director, an over-serious, fearful man, frequently
cautioned us against levity and humor, telling us, that
there isn’t a single recorded incident in the Gospels of
Jesus laughing. Now deceased, I suspect the man is in
heaven. I also suspect that from that vantage point, he
would drop that caution.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author.

message is one that we Christians can take to heart. We
worry and fret about so many things. We let our life be
upended by constant worry about things over which we
have no control. We look for happiness and can’t find it.
We look in the wrong places and we put our hope, faith
and trust in things that cannot deliver the happiness, the
real joy, the real peace of mind for which we are search-
ing. And so is born division, dissension, unhappiness,
competitiveness, gossip — and more — all of which do
not bring happiness. We need to place our hope, faith, and
trust IN THE Lord.

As 1 grow older and reflect on a full life, I find so many
instances that I worried about things that didn’t really
matter — so many superfluous things, things that didn’t
bring happiness but just the opposite, things that really
weren’t necessary. Recall the words of Jesus to Martha
when she complained that her sister Mary wasn’t helping
her and instead was sitting at the feet of Jesus listening
to Him: “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried
about many things but only one thing is necessary. Mary
has chosen the better part and it will not be taken away
from her.” (Luke 10:41-42)

So, have we chosen the better part? Are we listening to
Jesus? Have we made the beatitudes our own? Are we the
cause of dissension, divisiveness, competition, slander,
gossip? Are we living like the early Christian community
of Corinth or truly as the community of Jesus?

In short, are we happy? If not, we need to look deep
within our hearts as only we can. Happiness is not elu-
sive. Jesus gives us the way. The burning question of the
day is will we embrace it.

Most Reu Roger J. Foys, D.D. is Bishop Emeritus of the
Diocese of Covington, Ky
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The Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:29-37)

He lay in a ditch, clothes torn and bloody, perhaps dead.
They passed by on the way to important tasks and duties.
Hurried steps and focused gazes. They had miles to go,
people to see, places to be, promises to keep. Looking nei-
ther to left or right, they
did not even see.
Therefore, this stranger
lay in the ditch, unseen,
unattended.

I watch the evening
news and am moved by all

MUSINGS

tic need of help. There are
people on the West coast
who suffer first from
drought, then from storms
and flooding, landslides,
all sorts of disasters.
There is a terrible war in
Ukraine. People are dis-
placed, killed, devasted.
There is no end to tragedy.
I see and am moved with compassion. For the most part,
the tragedies do not affect my day-to-day life. I go on after
the news as focused on my chores and goals as any priest
or Levite. Even if I choose to respond with monetary sup-
port and prayer, my daily life goes on untouched. I've lost
no time, spent no energy, exhausted no emotions.

Then there are the people next to me — family, cowork-
ers, neighbors, community members. It would make sense
that I would readily see the needs of those closest to me.
But these are the very people I take for granted, whose
needs I do not see. Sometimes, their very habits annoy me.
The fact that I can predict what they will say or do, keeps
me from seeing them as they really are. While they are
right in front of me, I am often blind to their hurts. Before
Ijudge the priest and Levite, it might be appropriate for
me to examine my response to the needs of my nearest
neighbor. Am I blind or do I see?

Or maybe the priest and the Levite do see but are firm-
ly convinced that they do not have the time to stop. The
needs of this stranger would keep them from fulfilling
their important tasks. Other people were counting on
them to be on time, to minister to their needs. They had to
get to the temple and to get there ready to serve. Touching
a dead body or blood would have made them unclean and
unable to fulfill their duties. Often, I choose not to respond
to those nearest to me because I am busy about my own
plans. I could even resent the way the people around me
demand my time and effort. My tasks are important. At
least I think so. I could get them done so much more effi-
ciently if the needs of those around me did not demand
my time and energy. Like the priest and the Levite, I may
see and make a decision not to stop. Should I judge the
priest and the Levite harshly when they had promises to
keep?

Fear of contamination sometimes keeps me from
responding also. In this time of contagion, I may fear to
touch the stranger who is in need. Occasionally I am
afraid of the stranger in need who is not like me. Fear of
the unknown paralyzes me, or fear that I am not equipped
to help. What kind of attention is required? Am I qualified
to help? Fear may be what keeps the priest and Levite
from approaching this stranger.

Each of us is surrounded by people who have needs,
people who are hurt, disappointed, lonely. In the parable it
is the Samaritan, the one scorned in the community, who
understands needs, who understands rejection who sees
and responds. Is it the Samaritan’s experience of pain and
hurt that makes responding possible? Would vulnerability
make me more able to act as the Samaritan in this parable?

It is not just the leftovers that the Samaritan gives. It is
generous, copious outpouring of goods, time, energy, per-
sonal support that is offered. Surely, this response left the
Samaritan with a depleted bank account, but also with the
loss of a day’s time, incompletion of the planned activities
of the day and emotions drained. What would make me
able to give all? What would soften my heart to those near-
est me? Help me to see!

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theolo-
gy professor at Thomas More University Crestview Hills, Ky

Sister Fidelis Tracy,
C.D.P.

the people who are in dras-

The beauty controversy

Beauty is a controversial topic in Christianity and has
had a long history of being so. From the literal battles
and bloodshed brought on by the early Christian icono-
clasts to the infamous stripping of the altars brought
about by the rise of Protestantism, the issue of beauty

ANGELICO
PROJECT

has always been a difficult
topic for the followers of
Christ.

Even up unto this day
this controversy seems to
be alive and well. It
revolves around the ques-
tion: What is the proper
role and place of beauty
in the life and worship of
Christians?

Some say that focusing
on beauty is superficial,
worldly and vain. Others
say it is a path to God and
even one of his divine
attributes.

I would like to say a

Bradley Torline

few words in defense of beauty.

As a devotee of Pope Benedict XVI and Bishop Barron,
I have long been a defender of what is known as the Way
of Beauty — the theory that beauty is, perhaps, one of
the best ways we can reach a modern world that is not
very interested in appeals to objective truth or moral
goodness. While many priests and ministry leaders my
age and younger also believe strongly in this approach,
stark opposition to it seems to still be relatively common.

I confess that recent years have given me pause — Am
I wrong? Are attempts to beautify our churches and litur-
gies just vain superficialities that make us look ridicu-
lous and unapproachable to people? Should we rather be
opting for simplicity and focusing on what really matters.

One of the most prominent Catholic evangelists in the
United States once seemed to openly mock the “Way of
Beauty” by pointing to the churches of Europe. If beauty

is so powerful at drawing people to the faith, he asked,
then why is Europe, which has churches of unspeakable
beauty on every corner, losing its faith faster than even
the US.?

This argument hit me hard. I spent a long time think-
ing about it before I came to the conclusion that it is mis-
guided.

Every year, millions upon millions of unbelievers —
people who would otherwise never darken the door of
any kind of worship service — pour into the churches of
Europe. Why? Because they are beautiful.

Beauty is doing its job in Europe. It is drawing people
through the door. If we are failing to engage even a small
percentage of the millions of people that come in, maybe
that is our fault and not beauty’s.

Even if beauty is the most superficial part of the faith
(which I do not grant), that does not mean it is not impor-
tant or should be discarded. Remember, the woman bat-
tling hemorrhages was healed by touching only the hem
of Christ’s garment. The Church is the body of Christ.
The “smells and bells,” the beautiful art, architecture and
music may only be the “Hem of Christ’s garment,” but
who are we to cast aside his garment? Would that not
make us like the soldiers at the foot of the cross?

What the beautiful churches of Europe teach us is that
beauty DOES work — it has the power to draw people in
by the millions. But they also teach us that beauty is not
enough.

I believe it would be a great mistake to de-emphasize
beauty — one of the few things that still seems to have
the power to make people interested in Catholicism. The
answer is not less beauty. The answer is to keep beauty;,
but to DO MORE. When people are drawn in and opened
up to the faith we must then “be prepared to give an
account of the hope” that is in us (1 Peter 3:15); and in a
way that is compelling and encourages people to stay
engaged.

God help us!

Brad Torline is executive director for The Angelico
Project online at www.AngelicoProject.org.

Our Mother’s home

There are places that seem to draw out reverence and
awe — even from nature itself. Places like Arlington
Cemetery, Pike’s Peak, Auschwitz and Bryce Canyon.
Places where we feel the need to whisper or be silent, and

just try to take in the over-
whelming beauty or spiri-
tual profoundness that
surrounds us. Being the
mother of two little girls
under the age of two, it’'s a
little harder to find these
kinds of places. An eight-
month-old and an 18-
month-old don’t under-
stand that certain places
deserve our complete
respect — or do they?
While visiting
Washington, D.C. with my
family this past December;

VIEWPOINT

Sarah Torres

we chose to visit the

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. We arrived later in the day and the girls had
been touring different tourist destinations all day. They
were hungry, they were tired; and as I stood at the bottom
of the stairs gazing upon this massive cathedral — the
largest in North America — with the 26 carved saints
looking down on me, my honest first thought was “they
are going to echo really loudly in there.”

I think every parent has had that moment in church.
You hear a child scream out, normally during the
Consecration, and in horror realize that it’s your child
screaming. Now you're stuck with what to do. You try to
quiet them immediately, debate if it’s more disruptive to
try to get up and take them out and no matter how kind
the people around you may be, you are convinced that
everyone is judging you. So, with a deep breath and my

eldest on my hip, I climbed the steps reassuring myself
that every Catholic in America is a member of this cathe-
dral, even my loud little girls. As I pushed through the
large wooden doors and walked down the aisle to stand
under the breathtaking Trinity Dome, I felt a blanket of
peace fall over me and my daughter.

We explored the cathedral and the crypt beneath for
nearly two hours. I was able to point out to my girls their
baptismal patrons — St. Maria Goretti and St. Joan of
Arc — carved on the pillars lining the aisle. I smiled with
childish glee to see St. Sarah, wife of Abraham, depicted
in mosaic on one of the domes after being told my whole
life she wasn’t a “real saint.” My husband and I knelt
with our girls before the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe and saw the recognition in our daughters’
eyes at the vision of Mary they cuddle in plush form
every Sunday.

Perhaps it comes with the territory of being a histori-
an, but I am the person who wanders slowly through
museums and historic sites reading every single plaque.
Eventually, my sisters and their spouses came and took
the girls and my husband ventured off on his own as I
continued at my leisurely pace. I visited every one of the
over 80 chapels and oratories, stood under each of the
seven domes, paid my respects to Mary, depicted in titles
for nearly every Catholic immigrant group in America:
Ireland, Vietnam, Africa, Poland, India and so many
more. I touched the cornerstone that was laid in 1920. The
same stone that would have to wait nearly 40 years for the
rest of the structure to be complete. In the crypt, I found
artifacts from the popes who have visited and a magnifi-
cent grotto chapel where Mass is regularly held.

Throughout this experience, one of the most profound
things that struck me was the silence — even from my
girls. My two babies, who have little to no understanding
of the history and significance around them, did not

(Continued on page 22)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE CLEANING

Isn‘t it time you come clean? We don't cut
corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.

Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.

Call (859) 760-6408.

SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT
In Lakeside Park. It has
2 Bedrooms, Garage, and Equipped Kitchen
$1200 per month
Excellent condition, call Tom @ 859-341-7755

NEED A KIDNEY

Kristen Bender
Registered at Christ Hospital
Nothing out of Pocket
859-322-4998

CAREBNET. We’re growing! Care Net Pregnancy
- Services of NKY seeks community/

business liaison, bilingual (Spanish)
advocate/mentor, and client intake

resume to info@carenetnky.org.

specialist. Scan code for details. Email

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY

CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.

MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,

fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

Moore's Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

Good Job Remodeling LLC

and Ha an
Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

PART-TIME NURSE ASSISTANT

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery in
Villa Hills, KY are seeking a nurse assistant for

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. and PRN.
If Interested, please call 859-331-6324 and ask for Sr.
Stella Gough or email: sgoughosb@yahoo.com

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, COLD SPRING
AFTERCARE DIRECTOR

St. Joseph School in Cold Spring is looking for an after-
care director, Monday through Friday from 3:00pm-
6:00pm. During the aftercare program students have a
snack, complete their homework, play games, and
participate in any other activities planned by aftercare
staff. The director is also responsible for keeping
records of attendance, payment and communicating
with parents and aftercare workers.

If interested please contact principal, Emily Urlage at
eurlage@stjoeschool.net or 859-441-2025.

ST PHILIP, MELBOURNE
CAFETERIA MANAGER

St. Philip School is looking for a Cafeteria Manager,
Monday through Friday. This position requires a
general knowledge of preparation ,cooking and
serving food for students. Includes ordering, receiving,
managing inventory, cleaning, and maintaining school
kitchen. Must comply with health and safety
standards. Prepare production records and necessary
records and files. 4-6 hours per day. Benefits available
for full-time employment

Contact Diocesan School Food Service Director, Laura
Hatfield at Ihatfield@covdio.org or call 859-392-1551

DENTAL ASSISTANT

We are looking for a joyful, mature person with a passion
for helping people and a love of hard work and team
collaboration. This is a unique, special opportunity for an
experienced person who enjoys making relationships and
serving others. Must have a minimum of 20 years of
stable, verifiable work experience, which can include
periods of stay-at-home parenting. Please send letter of
interest and resume to Linda.ju1412@gmail.com.
Experience the satisfaction of partnering with a team of
professional adults who work together to provide
excellent care. We look forward to meeting you.

PART-TIME ADVANCEMENT DIRECTOR

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery seek a
part-time advancement director to head our ongoing
fundraising and operational needs. Reporting to the
executive director (prioress), this professional must have

an established background in coordinating nonprofit
donation strategies and staff/volunteer leadership.
Applications will be accepted through February 15.
Please send application materials (resume, cover letter,
references and salary requirements) to
kybenedictines@gmail.com.

STAFF WRITER/MEDIA
CONTENT DEVELOPER

The Messenger, is seeking a Staff Writer/Media
Content Developer to join its media team. In this role,
you will use your communication and web design skills
to increase reader engagement, primarily through
creating content for — the Messenger, the diocesan
website, and diocesan social media platforms. Duties
and responsibilities include creating content for
various print and social media formats; proofreading
content before publication; attending, taking
photographs and reporting on events; and recording
and editing short videos. Knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud software is preferred. Candidates must
be practicing Catholics with strong organizational
skills, and the ability to meet deadlines and handle
stress is an absolute requirement.

Interested candidates may submit a resume,
references, and writing samples to Stephen Koplyay
by e-mail: skoplyay@covdio.org, (859) 392-1500. EOE

PLEDGE COORDINATOR

The Diocese of Covington’s Stewardship and
Mission Services Office invites qualified individuals
to apply for the support position of Pledge
Coordinator. This role requires an individual who takes
pride in performing detailed work with an absolute
minimum of errors. Primary responsibilities include
recording financial pledges, gifts, payments, etc. for
the Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal, and also
fund-raising campaign reporting, implementation,
monitoring, and follow-up. Ideally, we are seeking
Catholic candidates who relate well to others, are
extremely detail- and confidentiality-oriented, are
comfortable with a team approach to projects, and
can manage deadlines under a steady workload.
Interested individuals may send a resume with a
cover letter, compensation history, and at least three
references with contact email addresses to Stephen
Koplyay, SPHR by email to skoplyay@covdio.org , or
by fax to 859/392-1589.

SENIOR CAREGIVER

Seeking a live-in home provider of non-clinical services

for a 91 y/o woman, and her 67 y/o dtr in exchange
for room, board, and a stipend. Located in Edgewood,
Ky. To inquire - call 513-608-6688.

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.

(859) 392-1500
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The gift of Catholic Schools — our future is our past

Bishop John Iffert
Diocese of Covington

This week we celebrate the
tremendous gift of the Catholic
School system in the United States
and the Diocese of Covington. I
think it’s important that we remem-
ber with gratitude that these schools
were created and are now sustained
by personal and communal sacrifice.

In the early days, as the Catholic
school system grew, the sacrifice
required to support Catholic Schools
fell disproportionately on a very
small group of dedicated people —
consecrated  religious, mostly
women. Typically, the people of
Catholic parishes built and main-
tained the school buildings, provided
utilities, textbooks and a few sup-
plies. (Though in some schools spon-
sored by religious orders, the sisters
and their benefactors did this as
well.) The religious sisters staffed
the schools, basically working for
their sustenance or as I call it,
“toothpaste money.”

Today, our schools are primarily staffed by dedicated
and skilled lay employees who are paid modest but real
salaries and benefits. These employees also sacrifice since
their salaries and benefits are considerably less than their
peers in public schools. Every school differs, but today the
cost of wages, salaries and benefits generally comprise 80
percent to 85 percent of a typical Catholic grade school
budget. We put most of our money into our people. At the
same time, our people sacrifice to work in our Catholic

Bishop John Iffert

schools; our schools will always
require missionary zeal.

Tuition is the economic sacrifice
our school families are asked to bear
to help fund our schools. Lately
tuition has increased more quickly
than other sources, so that now
tuition may provide 50 percent or
more of the funding for a Catholic
grade school. The reason for this
growth in tuition is straight for-
ward: costs of education continue to
increase rapidly, new educational
services are desired, while the
income of most parishes is flat or
shows only modest growth. Our
school families are feeling the pinch.

We call the economic sacrifice
that all Catholics make together
through their parishes “school sub-
sidy” Tuition and fundraising can-
not cover the full cost of Catholic
education, so money from the
Sunday collection (and other parish
sources) subsidize the school.
Generally, the Diocese of Covington
recommends that our parishes limit school subsidy to 40
percent of total revenue. Higher rates of support for a
school can gut a parish budget and prevent our churches
from maintaining their buildings, worshipping well, or
providing other basic ministries. Still, many parishes
choose to provide much higher rates of subsidy. A couple
of our small parishes struggling to maintain a school
spend 80 percent or more of their parish budget to subsi-
dize their school.

Parishes also provide for the cost of my ministry and

WE PRAY.

WE LEARN.

WE SERVE.

WE LEAD.

WE ARE COVCATH.

40
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the functions of the Diocese of Covington. They do this
through a 6.75 percent assessment on most revenues. A
good part of that revenue supports Catholic schools
through the offices of the curia. How?

The Schools Office and the Superintendent of Schools,
funded by this parish assessment, provide support and
coordination for the entire Catholic education system that
few Catholic schools could manage on their own.

The Department of Catechesis and Evangelization pro-
motes quality religious formation in our schools. They
organize religious education in-services and review and
approve religion textbooks.

The Finance Office provides a variety of professional
supports to our schools, including management of the
school Iunch program, insurance programs, payroll serv-
ices, and more.

The Safe Environment Office assists our schools in
training and background checks for employees and volun-
teers, and in complying with state training requirements.

The Buildings and Properties Office assists in develop-
ing large maintenance and capital projects. They usher the
school or parish through the process of planning, design,
bidding, selecting contractors, and construction manage-
ment. They have the expertise to help parishes and schools
to avoid expensive mistakes or high costs for future main-
tenance.

I could go on, but it is enough to make the point that
parishes also subsidize schools by providing for the
Diocesan curia. So why doesn’t the Diocese or the Bishop
just relieve the parish burden and provide more money for
Catholic Schools from diocesan funds?

The answer is that everything I have is yours —literally:
The Diocese and the Bishop have no source of income
except the contributions of Catholics in our parishes. My
ministry is dependent on your generosity to your parish
church. Any additional diocesan assistance to schools can

High school junior and seniors: visit online or in person.
For details, go to thomasmore.edu /visit.

At Thomas More University, students become the people they were created to be
as they Make It More. with a liberal arts education in the Catholic tradition. 100%
of traditional students receive financial assistance, and incoming students from

a Catholic high school are eligible for the Parochial Promise, which guarantees
$17,000/year in aid. Schedule your visit and enroll for fall 2023!

THOMAS MORE
UNIVERSITY

Make |t More.

v

admissions@thomasmore.edu | thomasmore.edu
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only come from higher assessments on these same parish-
es. To give significantly more, I would have to take more. It
would be a literal case of robbing Peter to pay Paul.

What is the future? Am I tempted to despair? No. Like
our ancestors we live in Christian hope. Christian hope is
not optimism. It is not pie-in-the-sky thinking. Christian
hope is the conviction that God can be trusted. That God’s
promises are even now being fulfilled. We are called to
pass on the faith to each succeeding generation. We
believe that where God calls, God also provides the way:

Our future is in our past. Our ancestors worked dili- w E B E I- I E v E I N
gently, thought creatively, sacrificed personally and com- N 0 w E N R 0 I- I- I N G

munally to build a Catholic school system the likes of

which the world had never seen. Over the next decade and

more, I will need your help to continue their work. F 0 R T H E 2 0 2 3 : 2 0 2 4 FA l T H
Together we will do our best to balance obligations and S C H 0 0 |_ Y E A R FAMILY
sacrifices, to help find funds for tuition assistance for A G A D E M | C EXC E |_ |_ E N U E

those who need it, to expand the pool of resources where
we can, to find ways to save and remain on the forefront. WWW . NCCHS.COM GHARACTER DEVELUPMENT

We will trust in God and one another. We will sacrifice ' ' COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP
and strive and make prayer-filled choices. I am confident
that God will take what little we bring, bless it, break it,
return it to us as gift, and it will be plenty.

TR
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An enVir Onm ent Of faith Unfortunately, the world today is filled with sin, ugli-

ness, lies and temptations. It is hard to protect our children
Kendra McGuire from these things as they are often unwelcome guests even
Contributor

vant today as it was 10 years ago. Why pay thousands of dol-
Y y 5 y bay in our homes. The devices our children carry expose them
A few years ago I had a conversation with another par-

lars for your children to attend Catholic school? Is there a
really a difference? As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week,

to the good and the bad through social media, video games
ent as we waited for our children and television. The world is constantly teaching them that
materialistic, selfish and lavish lifestyles will bring us suc-
cess and happiness. Now, more than ever, our children need
to learn how to discern what is the truth, how to seek true
good and what is real beauty:

As parents, we do our best to teach our children morals
and values. Having these reinforced every day at school
compliments our efforts. At a certain age, children are
eager to hear from people other than their parents. Catholic
schools offer a community where the faculty and staff are
sharing these same values, not only in the classroom, but
also modeling them in all aspects of the school life.

Our Catholic schools are focused not just on educating
children but forming them as disciples of Christ. This for-
mation goes outside of the classroom and into the commu-
nity. They reinforce Jesus’ message of serving one another
as brothers and sisters. Caring for members of our commu-
nity includes everything from filling food pantries, raking
leaves, visiting the sick, and collecting supplies for the
needy. This work helps our children to learn that we are
called by God to serve others throughout our lives. In this
work, they realize the joy that comes from giving.

We know that Catholic schools offer excellent education-
al programs. The test scores speak for themselves. But edu-

at soccer practice. We talked about
the school our children attended
and when he learned my child was
in Catholic school he asked how
much it cost to attend. At the time,
it was probably around $4,000 and
he was shocked that we paid that
much to attend elementary school.

This was the first time I really
thought about why we were will-
ing to pay this much. As soon as
we had children, my husband and
I both agreed that Catholic school
was the only option for our chil-
dren no matter the cost. We both
had the opportunity to attend
Catholic school and we wanted
them to have the same experience.

But this question is just as rele-

Kendra McGuire

let’s take time to think about why Catholic edu-
cation is different and why it is worth the finan-
cial sacrifice.

When most of us think about K-12 schooling,
we think about preparing our children to learn
the knowledge and skills needed to start a career
or attend college after high school graduation. If
that is our only goal, any school will suffice. But
if we want our children to find true joy and suc-
cess in life, we must teach them about God —
their creator. They must learn that he loves
them and created them for a purpose.

In Catholic schools, children are immersed
in an environment of faith. Every day they
learn to speak to God through prayer. They read
sacred Scripture, receive the sacraments, and
participate in the traditions of our Church.
Through these faith-filled environments they
are being taught what is good, true and beauti-
ful.

REGISTRATIONS FOR 2023-24
school year now being accepted.

For more information call 859.635.2108

Bishop Brossart High School

4 Grove Street * Alexandria, KY 41001

www.bishopbrossart.org
Email: info@bishopbrossart.org

cation is more than just test scores. The formation of the
whole person truly prepares children to live their earthly
life as God has called them. And this formation shines a
light on the path to eternal life, which should be the ulti-
mate goal of every Christian mother and father. To spend
eternity in the loving arms of our Heavenly Father, united
as one family. This is the value of a Catholic education.

Kendra McGuire is superintendent of Schools for the
Diocese of Covington, Ky

Catholic Schools —
‘What are you
looking for?’

Dave Cooley
Contributor

There are three moments from the Gospels that I reflect
on often. These are moments when Jesus turns to his disci-
ples and asks them very poignant questions. These three
questions from Jesus are meant for all of us and we should
return to them often.

The first question is: “Who do you say that I am?” from
the Gospel of Mark
(8:29).

The world has
many opinions and
images of Jesus
Christ, but it all
comes down to what
we say about him and
how well we really
know him and nur-
ture our relationship
with him. What place
does he have in our
hearts and lives? Do
we know him and
love him so much that
we can’t help but
spread the Gospel to
others?

The second ques-
tion Jesus asks us is:
“Will you also go away?” This is from the Gospel of John
(6:67).

It is a sad fact that many people walk away from their
Catholic faith. While it is true to say that it is not easy being
Catholic these days, it’s also true that it has never been easy.
It’s difficult, and so many give up.

I have spoken to a lot of people who have left their faith
behind — left the Church — and I have surmised three

(Continued on page 15)

David Cooley
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main reasons why people go. Most of the
time they are scandalized by the behavior of
others. This is often understandable — think
of the sex abuse crisis and other failures of
the members of the Body of Christ. Any way
you look at it, hypocrisy is a very powerful
roadblock for people when they are trying to
get to know and have a relationship with
God.

Another reason people leave is that their
own behaviors drive them away (even if it is
on a subconscious level). Usually nobody is
harder on us than we are on ourselves. We
recognize that we are unable to live up to the
life we are called to. We are not conditioned
for the great Christian adventure, our faith
is weak, and we don’t trust fully in the grace
of God. We know we can’t do it, so why even
try — it’s impossible, and so we leave.

A final reason people leave is a result of
one or many of the “hard teachings.”
Common examples are the Eucharist, the
dogmas of Mary, the primacy of the pope as
the successor of St. Peter, etc. It was the
Eucharist that Jesus was teaching about
when many walked away from him prompt-
ing him to ask the few remaining if they
were going to walk away too. Let’s face it, it’s
hard to believe that Jesus gives us his body
and blood to nourish our souls, but that does-
n’t mean it isn’t true. The Catholic Church
safeguards the hard teachings of Christ and
no matter how much some people want
them to change, they never will.

So back to that second question from
Jesus. When I am having a hard time han-
dling what I hear in the news about the
Catholic Church and I see the failures of all

Foymucién on fu Feo
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of us who are supposed to be God’s hands
and his feet; when I am struggling with my
faith, questioning if I really believe, and
wondering if all of this is worth it; I can
hear Jesus ask me, “Are you going to leave
me, too?” On my hardest days my answer is
simply the same as Peter’s: “To whom (to
where) shall T g0?”

The third question comes from the
moment in the Gospel of John when
Andrew and John first run up to Jesus and
he turns to them to say: “What do you seek?”
in other translations he says, “What are you
looking for?” (1:38).

Believers and non-believers alike can
start with this question. What is it that we
are looking for? Why are we here? What do
we want out of life? Most people will eventu-
ally recognize that we are all striving for
happiness. But, how can human beings find
happiness, everlasting joy? Ultimately; it cir-
cles back to that first question: who do you
say Jesus is?

So, when it comes to the education of our
children, what should we be looking for in a
school?

My answer is a school not afraid to
explore the big questions of life, such as:
Who am I? What is the meaning of life? How
am I supposed to live, and why?; a school that
recognizes that there is a right and a wrong,
good and evil, and that children need to be
challenged to live a moral life so that they
can flourish and promote the common good;
a school where not only is a child allowed to
pray — it’s essential. My answer is a thor-
oughly Catholic school.

When a Catholic school is living up to its

(Continued on page 16)
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Catholic schools — communities of learning,
serving, leading and succeeding

(Continued from page 15)

name it will help students answer those three straightfor-
ward questions from Jesus in a way that enables them to
discover who they really are, reach their fullest potential,
and bear witness to God’s glory in a world that has been
turned upside down. Catholic students need a strong foun-
dation that will help them know and love their Catholic
faith, ensuring that they won’t leave Christ when times get
tough.

Catholic schools are different from all other schools
because faith stands at the center. It is a community of
believers striving to know God and live out their faith. A
Catholic school adheres faithfully to the teachings of Christ
and embraces its mission of bringing the faith to others in
service of the Church and the world.

David Cooley is co-director and office manager of the
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization.

BBHS a family of

Mustangs

At Bishop Brossart High School, is com-
mitted to fostering an environment that cul-
tivates the growth and development of stu-
dents in every aspect of their lives — spiri-
tually, academically, physically and person-
ally. As Mustangs, the community embodies the values of
faith and “Charity First,” academic excellence, character
development and a family-focused community throughout
the educational experience. This empowers students to be
confident and compassionate leaders fully prepared to

Achieve Here. Excel Here. Belong Here

o
-
*tansarsn®®® o

)] Offering a classical education to
7th-12th grade students looking for a
more challenging environment.

Covington Latin

Now registering 5th-8th graders
for our Entrance Exam & VIP Visit Days!
CovingtonLatin.org/Admissions

embrace the challenges of today’s society.

At BBHS, students engage in a rigorous and diverse
curriculum that challenges them academically and sup-
ports their individual and communal growth. Through
extensive course offerings — including many advanced
placement, dual credit, and elective courses — our broad
academic programs inspire students to pursue their inter-
ests, earn college credit and become global leaders ready to
tackle issues of the modern world. Learning is a multifac-
eted experience and BBHS strives to support students as
they become well-rounded individuals. The BBHS learn-
ing environment celebrates God’s unique vision for each
student, encourages them to discover their talents and pas-
sions, and supports them as they uncover a greater sense
of self, purpose, and confidence.

Beyond the classroom, extracurricular activities pro-
vide opportunities for students to pursue their interests,
build leadership skills, and achieve success in all their
endeavors. BBHS sports teams have a proud and accom-
plished history of state and regional championship titles
and the other extracurricular activities — from intramu-
ral sports leagues to the distinguished robotics and aca-
demic teams — inspire and unite students in shared
curiosities and goals. Along the way, students know they’ll
always have the support of the BBHS community. Whether
it be the cheering applause at the crux of a state champi-
onship or the congratulations of a classmate upon the con-
clusion of a successful student-run worship service, BBHS
unite as a family to celebrate successes and students thrive
because of the unwavering support.

BBHS faculty and staff know that every student is fully
capable of becoming the greatest version of themselves
and they invest in each student’s success. Faculty work
tirelessly to ensure an education of the highest caliber tai-
lored to each student who enters their doors. In addition to
providing a stimulating course, many teachers adopt roles
outside of the classroom as coaches, club moderators,
service coordinators, tutors, and intramural teammates.
Teachers inspire students to remain steadfast in the pur-
suit of knowledge, faith and themselves, instilling them
with the confidence to face a changing world with faith.
This dedication to students has not gone unnoticed, as we
are proud to be honored with Blue Ribbon status after
decades of quality instruction.

This strong, personal pursuit of success for the whole
student stems from familial love. Without the aspect of
family that binds the BBHS community together, the
extraordinary growth students achieve would be difficult.
But by embodying Catholic values, each student finds a
home at BBHS. Being a Mustang means being part of a
family that remains a part of students’ lives long after they
leave the building for the last time, a family that cheers
them on relentlessly and becomes a motivating factor
behind every achievement they accomplish. Secondary
education is about people as much as it is academic excel-
lence, and what makes BBHS a truly singular institution is
that same spirit of community and collaboration which
can be seen in the actions of every student who spends
their weekdays at 4 Grove Street in Alexandria.

Covington Catholic
High School: WE
pray. WE learn. WE
. serve.

WE lead. We are CovCath.

Using the Covington Catholic Mission “to embrace the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ in order to educate young
men spiritually, academically, physically, and socially” as
its guide, CCHS utilizes many structural elements and
experiences to cultivate community within its school
while also preparing students to be inclusive leaders of
integrity in college and beyond. A publication titled “We
Are CovCath” illustrates many of these programs and tra-
ditions, including:

Campus Ministry: A dynamic program with active
leadership of our campus minister and others provides
reflective as well as energetic opportunities for fellowship,
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worship, and faith formation, including well-attended
“Sports and Adoration” nights.

Retreats: Each grade level has an annual retreat, featur-
ing leadership from upperclassmen and alumni, plus a
week-long Wyoming trip for rising juniors which is often
counted as the top bonding experience and highlight of a
student’s four years at Covington Catholic.

Social and Civic Awareness: We routinely bring speak-
ers and experiences to the students to broaden their per-
spectives and support outreach efforts by our students in
the community, such as food and fund drives and participa-
tion in civic and social essay and art contests.

Service to Others: Instituted in 2001, the community
service program identifies real needs from local organiza-
tions, tracks student service hours, and awards those with
exceptional commitment with Varsity letters. Total com-
pleted hours typically exceed 100 hours per graduate.

House System: Established in 2018, the CCH House
System fosters interaction and camaraderie to cultivate
relationships and bonds across grade levels. Student lead-
ers are responsible for motivating and role modeling with-
in large and smaller subgroups of the school population.

With over 500 students from over 50 grade schools at
CovCath, we continuously evaluate new and additional
ways to advance student body diversity, curriculum, spiri-
tual development and community service, and social expe-
rience and practice to strengthen the education and expe-
rience of CCH students regarding social issues, as part of
our Mission.

Covington Latin School:
Exceptional students
require exceptional

educational opportunities

Ranked by “Cincinnati Family Magazine” and “Niche”
as the number one private school in Northern Kentucky,
Covington Latin School has developed an unparalleled rep-
utation by fostering an atmosphere of academic and spiri-
tual leadership through its accelerated curriculum.

Acceleration, or grade skipping, is a distinctive hall-
mark of Covington Latin School and offers an avenue for
bright and enthusiastic fifth, sixth and seventh grade stu-
dents to advance one to two years; to move at a pace, level
and complexity appropriate to their individual needs,
while surrounding them with like-minded and engaged
peers who share their intellectual curiosity. Covington
Latin also accepts students through regular matriculation.

SISTERS OF DIVINE
PROVIDENCE

TON SINCE 1889

SERVING THE D

"NOTHING

IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN THE
EDUCATION OF YOUTH"

—JEAN MARTIN MOYE

Last year 55 percent of students entering CLS skipped one
grade, 12 percent skipped two grade levels and 33 percent
choose no acceleration.

But a premier Catholic education is more than cultivat-
ing intellect and accomplishments alone. Covington Latin
maintains a deep and abiding commitment to its Catholic
identity. Offering an in-depth theology coursework builds
on the foundations developed within families and provides
a comprehensive understanding of the Catholic faith. This

knowledge is put into practice by Covington Latin
School’s Campus Ministry through weekly all-school
Masses at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, class
retreats and

humanitarian service work including required service
hours and a school-wide Day of Service in the community.
Wide-ranging athletic and extracurricular involvement
reflects CLS students’ commitment to academic, social,
spiritual, and personal aspects of their total formation. A
broad spectrum of clubs and organizations, ranging from
Ski Club, Junior Classical League, and Yearbook, to
Academic Team, Choir, and Drama Clubs, reflect the wide-
ranging extracurricular interests of Covington Latin
School students.

Covington Latin School offers KHSAA-recognized com-
petitive, varsity athletic teams in archery, baseball, basket-
ball, cheerleading, cross-country, golf, soccer, softball,
swimming, tennis, track and volleyball. Several CLS stu-
dent-athletes go on to compete at the state and national lev-
els and earn scholarships to play for collegiate teams.
Latin School values the lessons taught by athletic partici-
pation: leadership, strength of character, teamwork and
sportsmanship — respect for one’s opponents, acknowl-
edging victory with humility, and acceptance of defeat
with grace.

Students are best prepared for college and the world
beyond by having a strong spiritual foundation and learn-
ing in a supportive, diverse, coeducational atmosphere
reflective of, and therefore preparatory for, the world they
will inherit. Covington Latin School students come from

varied economic, educational, cultural and geographic
backgrounds, drawing enrollment from throughout
Southern Ohio, Indiana and nine counties in Northern
Kentucky.

Covington Latin School believes that financial wealth
should not determine access to the best education, nor
should it shape a learning community. Covington Latin
offers tuition assistance to families across a broad spec-
trum of financial circumstances to ensure the Latin
School experience is accessible to all deserving students.

Ranked #1 Catholic School in Kentucky by Niche.com

Ranked #1 Private School in Northern Kentucky by
Niche.com

Voted #1 Private School in the Tri-State by Cincinnati
Family Magazine

205 Students (7th-12th grade)

9:1 Student Teacher ratio

$215K per student in academic college scholarships

15 KHSAA Sports & 20+ clubs/activities

30.2 Average ACT Score

52 percent receive financial aid

website: covingtonlatin.org

Holy Cross District High
School — Providing
opportunity —

developing dreams

Holy Cross District High School has a proud tradition of
providing a strong faith-filled education for students. Since
its founding in 1929, the vision has transformed to meet the
ever changing needs of students. HCDHS has undergone a
transformation that makes it in some ways unrecogniz-
able to alumni from past eras. The dream was to build
HCDHS into one of the strongest schools in the area. There

(Continued on page 18)

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

HOLY CROSS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
3615 Church St., Latonia
(859) 581-6599
www.holycrosselem.com
Call to schedule a tour

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL
338 E. 16" St., Covington
(859) 581-0290 -l-

www.holyfamilycovington.org
Call for a personal tour

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL
235 Division St., Bellevue
(859) 291-6937
www. holytrinity-school.org
Sunday, January 29
12:00—1:30 PM
or by appointment

ACur

P e T
Alliance for Catholic Urban Education

Diocese of Covington

www.covdio.org

(859) 392-1500

PRINCE OF PEACE SCHOOL
625 Pike St., Covington
(859) 431-5153

WWW.popcov.com
Open House for
Pre-K & Kindergarten
Sunday, January 29
12-2:00 PM

ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL
485 Grand Ave., Taylor Mill
(859) 431-5987
www.saintanthonytaylormill.org

Sunday, January 29
10:00 AM—1:00 PM

ST. AUGUSTINE SCHOOL
1840 Jefferson Ave., Covington
(859) 261-5564
www.staugustines.net

Sunday, January 29
12:00—1:00 PM

Providing quality Christ-centered elementary education to children in our urban areas since 1834
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have been expansions in curriculum, extracurricular
activities, and the campus. And yet, despite this growth,
HCDHS has retained the virtues and advantages of the
small school fondly remembered by alumni — small class-
es, a supportive family atmosphere, individual attention
and a high level of involvement.

The student body of HCDHS is diverse, with students
coming from an amazing range of socioeconomic and aca-

lum has grown to match this diversity. Five levels of study
and individualized scheduling allow students to take
courses that will challenge them. The flexibility and vari-
ety of the curriculum enable students to move back and
forth among different levels as their preferences and devel-
opment dictate.

HCDHS has continued to expand its curriculum.
Advanced Placement courses are offered in English and
Physics. HCDHS works with Thomas More University,

demic backgrounds. Over the years, the school’s curricu-

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
Diocesan Policy states that “No person shall be refused admission to any church, school
or institution or membership in any Catholic society or organization solely on the
grounds of race or nationality.” In keeping with this policy, the schools under the
auspices of the Department of Catholic Education, Diocese of Covington, do not
discriminate on the basis of race, color or national or ethnic origin. Students of any race
who meet the individual school’s eligibility requirements are admitted to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to students at that school and that
school does not discriminate on the basis of race in administration of its educational
policies, admission policies, scholarships and loan programs and other school-adminis-
tered programs. The names and addresses of these schools are listed below.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Bishop Brossart - 4 Grove Street, Alexandria, Kentucky 41001-1295
Covington Catholic - 1600 Dixie Highway, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2797
Covington Latin - 21 East Eleventh Street, Covington, Kentucky 41011-3196
Holy Cross - 3617 Church Street, Covington, Kentucky 41015-1498
Newport Central Catholic - 13 Carothers Road, Newport, Kentucky 41071-2497
Notre Dame Academy - 1699 Hilton Drive, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2705
St. Henry - 3755 Scheben Drive, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-3597
St. Patrick - 318 Limestone Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056-1248
Villa Madonna Academy - 2500 Amsterdam Road, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017-3798

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Blessed Sacrament - 2407 Dixie Highway, Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky 41017-2994
Holy Cross - 3615 Church Street, Covington, Kentucky 41015-1430
Holy Family - 338 East Sixteenth Street, Covington, Kentucky 41014-1304
Holy Trinity School - 235 Division Street, Bellevue, Kentucky 41073-1101
Immaculate Heart of Mary - 5876 Veterans Way, Burlington, Kentucky 41005-8824
Mary Queen of Heaven - 1130 Donaldson Road, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-1088
Prince of Peace - 625 Pike Street, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2148
St. Agnes - 1322 Sleepy Hollow Road, Ft. Wright, Kentucky 41011-2795
St. Anthony - 485 Grand Avenue, Covington, Kentucky 41015-0219
St. Augustine - 1840 Jefferson Avenue, Covington, Kentucky 41014-1165
St. Catherine of Siena - 23 Rossford Avenue, Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 41075-1298
St. Cecilia - 5313 Madison Pike, Independence, Kentucky 41051-8611
St. Edward - 107 North Walnut Street, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031-1299
St. Henry - 3825 Dixie Highway, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-1863
St. Joseph - 6829 Four Mile Road, Camp Springs, Kentucky 41059-9507
St. Joseph - 4011 Alexandria Pike, Cold Spring, Kentucky 41076-1817
St. Joseph - 2474 Lorraine Avenue, Crescent Springs, Kentucky 41017-1493
St. Joseph Academy - 48 Needmore Street, Walton, Kentucky 41094-1028
St. Mary - 9 South Jefferson Street, Alexandria, Kentucky 41001-1398
St. Patrick - 318 Limestone Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056-1248
St. Patrick - 3285 Mills Road, Taylor Mill, Kentucky 41015-2480
St. Paul - 7301 Dixie Highway, Florence, Kentucky 41042-0366
Sts. Peter & Paul - 2160 California Crossroads, California, Kentucky 41007-9713
St. Philip - 1400 Mary Ingles Hwy., Melbourne, Kentucky 41059-9701
St. Pius X - 348 Dudley Road, Edgewood, Kentucky 41017-2698
St. Therese - 2516 Alexandria Pike, Southgate, Kentucky 41071-3298
St. Thomas - 428 So. Ft. Thomas Avenue, Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 41075-2295
St. Timothy - 10268 Hwy 42, Union, Kentucky 41091-9591
Villa Madonna Academy - 2500 Amsterdam Road, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017-3798

Your Official Class Ring and
Graduation Supplier.

Ready to serve the Catholic schools of the
Diocese of Covington.

We’re just a phone call away!

GRADUATE SERVICE, INC.

7022 Main Street; Cincinnati, OH 45244
Phone: 513-272-5890
Website: graduateserviceinc.com

HERFF JONES®

Northern Kentucky
University and The
University of the
Cumberland’s to offer dual
credit courses in calculus,
American history, foreign
policy, world history,
Spanish, and biology.
Students earn actual col-
lege credits while at
HCDHS and transfer these
credits to other colleges. A
skilled and motivated stu-
dent, taking full advantage
of this curriculum, can get
atremendous head start on
his or her college educa-
tion — a financial and edu-
cational benefit.
Beginning in the 2019-20
school year the Practical
Engineering and Design
program was introduced.
Here, students interested
in careers in engineering,
architecture,
graphic/product design, as
well as technical careers,
are given a foundation.
Additional programs
are in place to aid students
at HCDHS. The award-win-
ning Academic
Enhancement Program,
the first of its kind in the
diocese, permits students
with learning disabilities
to have a full high school
experience and receive the
benefits of a Catholic edu-
cation. Over the past four
years the Academic

Transitions Program has
been developed to aid stu-
dents who do not have a
diagnosed disability but
still need academic sup-
port in areas of time man-

at Northern Kentucky University

agement, organizational and study skills as they transition
into high school.

The benefits of HCDHS’s diversified and challenging
curriculum can be seen concretely in other areas as well.
The average composite ACT score for all students was
above the national (20.8) and state (20.2) averages. In addi-
tion, 35 students have scored 30 or higher over the past five
years — a threshold mark that all students dream of
achieving. College scholarships in general have also
grown dramatically. Last year 60 percent of the senior
class accepted scholarships to over 30 different colleges
and universities. These scholarship offerings open tremen-
dous opportunity for students to achieve their dreams of a
successful college career.

HCDHS has achieved many dreams — expansion and
growth of our campus, improvements to our facilities, and
remarkable academic success and curriculum develop-
ment. However, despite all of this change, our distinctive
character and core traditions have remained intact. Its pri-
ority remains — producing Catholic adults and well-
rounded citizens who live their faith.

HCDHS offers a wide range of extracurricular opportu-
nities, which allow students to develop and discover tal-
ents, friendships and experiences. Almost 90 percent of the
students participate in at least one extracurricular activi-
ty and 75 percent participate in one of the 21 athletic
teams. More important, every graduate of HCDHS has per-
formed a minimum of 100 hours of community service,
with many students going far beyond that figure. National
Honor Society members perform at least 10 additional
hours each year. Students perform service on their own
time, helping to make HCDHS an integral part of
Northern Kentucky and fostering a community spirit that
will last a lifetime. What also lasts forever is a deep-rooted
connection to the HCDHS family, forged in a thousand dif-
ferent ways during a student’s four years here.

HCDHS provides students with a spiritual and educa-
tional foundation so that each can develop his or her
dreams into the brightest future.

Article submitted by Holy Cross District High School.

Newport Central
Catholic: Building

uphill momentum.

Newport Central Catholic High School sits high atop
The Hill in Newport, Kentucky overlooking the primary
skyline of Cincinnati. The view is arguably the most
panoramic south of the Ohio River. It is a steep climb to the
top and NCC has called its community to “Look Up” to the
school on The Hill, “Look Up” to a brighter and more hope-
ful future, and “Look Up” to a new and improved educa-
tional and community experience. Master planning, feasi-
bility studying, strategic planning, changes to academic
programs, and campaigns have all occurred recently or

The Catholic Newman Center

supports Catholic Schools!
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are now ongoing. Major collaborative labors are beginning
to bear fruits and cause a momentum shift.

This past fall, Newport Central Catholic High School
officially launched the “Looking Up” Capital Campaign.
The Campaign Chairman, Pat Burke ’73 announced that
Bishop John C. Iffert, Bishop of Covington, approved a $13
million campaign. “Looking Up” will fund extensive reno-
vations and significant new construction at the school
which includes: STEM Labs, Increased Budget Revenue,
Upgrades to Existing Assets and a Multi-Purpose Athletic
Complex on Campus. The school now has commitments of
$8 million through a Silent Phase and will be hosting an
official kickoff event in early February to begin a more
public phase of the campaign.

At the event in February, world-renowned spiritual
leader and speaker, Matthew Kelly of Dynamic Catholic
Institute will give a keynote speech launching a partner-
ship between NCC and DCI. Details on this partnership
will be announced near the beginning of Lent.

In addition to improving the Faith experience on The
Hill, various Academic Programs are forming and being
improved including the St. Joseph Institute. In the SJI at
NCC, students are exposed to career and technical fields
such as electric, plumbing, HVAC, carpentry, welding,
mechanics, and more. “The Shop” houses training stations
for the students to become familiar with various fields of
study. After a semester or more within the program, the
students then take part in off-campus internships, co-ops,
and dual credit studies with local community businesses
such as H & R Real Estate, Boden Plumbing, Sumerel Tire,
Gateway Community & Technical College, Edgewood
Electric, Whiterock Woodworking and AMS Electric.
Other non-traditional Academic Programs including a
leadership track will be introduced into the curriculum at
NCC in the upcoming years.

With all of the community and student involvement,
NCC is projecting its first enrollment growth in over 15
years for the 2023-24 school year. The goal of the Strategic
Plan to 2030, the campaign, the relationship with Dynamic
Catholic, the new construction, and academic program-
ming is to build further momentum in attracting more stu-
dents, better serve those who are currently at NCC, and to
help surpass the high standards that NCC has continually
held in its longstanding tradition of Catholic education
and service to Northern Kentucky.

Notre Dame Academy:
72 Our family of faith.

Notre Dame Academy (NDA) is an all-
girls, college-preparatory high school within
the Diocese of Covington and deeply rooted in the teach-
ings of the Catholic Church and in the charism of the
Sisters of Notre Dame. As a sponsored ministry of the
Sisters of Notre Dame of the United States (SND USA),
Notre Dame Academy is impelled by Jesus Christ, His mis-
sion and the school’s rich educational heritage, providing
a Catholic-Christian environment of educational excel-
lence for the transformation of individuals and society.

A Notre Dame Academy education is truly transforma-
tive. At Notre Dame Academy, young women come to real-
ize all that God made them to be. They discover their spir-
itual life, their academic potential and their purpose for
the future.

As the only Catholic college-preparatory high school
exclusively for young women in Northern Kentucky, NDA
is proud of its century-long tradition of providing an
excellent Catholic education to young women empowering
them to make a difference in the world. Over 10,000 NDA
alumnae serve their local, regional and national communi-
ties in a variety of vocations and professions. Each of
these women is an integral part of the sisterhood of Notre
Dame Academy and its family of faith.

At Notre Dame Academy, students “Discover It All”
including how they can live the mission of Notre Dame
Academy by making difference in the world. NDA students
are ignited with a passion for learning and a deep desire to
serve others. NDA's service program puts Gospel values
into action. Through service efforts with many social serv-
ice agencies, schools and organizations, NDA students
become socially aware servants of Christ.

Notre Dame Academy is dedicated to providing a holis-
tic education to the young women of its community that
develops their God given gifts and prepares them to be life-

long learners. Through the culture of innovation at NDA,
students become critical and creative thinkers, effective
communicators and skillful collaborators.

Each school year the Notre Dame Academy community
celebrates one of the four Educational Principles of the
Sisters of Notre Dame. Focusing on a central theme unites
the NDA community and enables meaningful learning
empowering students to become intelligent and compas-
sionate leaders. This school year NDAs theme is
Discovering our purpose — Transforming the world.

The atmosphere of family and faith is prevalent in
many ways at Notre Dame Academy. The NDA community
is provided with many opportunities for spiritual growth
and reflection through the celebration of the Mass, morn-
ing rosary services, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
annual retreats. The NDA school community is also

offered many collaborative academic opportunities such
as its annual Common Reader Day. This unique shared
experience brings students, faculty, staff and administra-
tion together through a captivating literary exercise each
school year. NDA also cultivates a community environ-
ment through its fine arts programs, athletics and in the
many extracurricular opportunities offered at NDA.

At Notre Dame Academy, students receive an education
that combines the timeless wisdom of the Catholic faith
with the necessary skills that students will need to adapt to
a continuously changing world. With an innovative
approach that integrates academics, arts and athletics,
Notre Dame Academy forms young women to have a
vibrant faith and a passion for learning.

To learn more about the advantages of a Notre Dame

(Continued on page 18)

Law

Make the move
to protect the
ones you love.

BUILD AN ESTATE PLAN FOR PEACE OF MIND
AND PROVIDE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Wills | Trusts | Power of Attorney

Emily Hanna Bob Hoffer

859-341-1881

Kelly Holden JimDressman Ryan Wittaker Colleen Fausz
859-426-2105 513-357-5284 859-426-2150 859-426-2158 859-426-2169

Learn more at dbllaw.com/estate-planning

This is an advertisment.
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Academy education, visit www.ndapandas.org.

Number of students: 518

Graduation rate:100%

National recognition: United States Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence: 1996, 2012, 2019 Southern Association of
Secondary Schools Accreditation: 2018-2023

Teacher/student ratio: 1:12

Extracurriculars offered: 40

Sports offered: 13

Website: www.ndapandas.org

- St. Henry District High
. School — a place

Q?t,/ 28
P for everyone

At St. Henry District High School (SHDHS), there’s a
place for everyone; the competitive team player, the high
academic achiever, the faith-focused soul, the budding
artist and the future leader.

St. Henry’s counseling department works with every
new incoming student and their parents to develop indi-
vidualized educational plans to meet each student’s goals.

St. Henry District High School students have the oppor-
tunity to earn college credit through multiple avenues,
including Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Credit,
Technical, and Vocational courses. In last year’s AP pro-
gram alone, 244 exams were given to SHDHS students with
88 percent earning college credit. This is approximately 28
percent higher than the national average per the College
Board website. Crusaders also consistently score well
above both state and national averages on the ACT (for
more about these, and other; interesting facts and figures,
please see “SHDHS by the Numbers” at the bottom of this
article).

St. Henry’s extremely proud of their SHDHS faculty
and staff, all of which work tirelessly to help students find
success at every level. The Crusaders Check & Connect
program is designed to identify potential academic and
social-emotional issues before they happen. The peer-
tutoring program meets the needs of every student
throughout the school year. The AAIMS program helps
students who are navigating a variety of learning obsta-
cles find success.

It’s clear that all the programs mentioned above are
highly successful. Not only are we a two-time National
Blue Ribbon School, but St. Henry District also High
School was the only high school in the state of Kentucky to
earn this prestigious distinction in 2021.

At SHDHS, they are more than just a school — they are
a family. St. Henry faculty and staff care about every stu-
dent, encouraging and supporting their individual talents.
Yes, Crusaders are high academic achievers and champion
athletes, but they are so much more. They are young men
and women taught to follow Christ’s example and are well-
rounded individuals with diverse interests.

At SHDHS, there truly is a place for everyone. Come
find YOUR perfect fit at St. Henry District High School.
Visit us online at www.shdhs.org/admissions, call us at
859-525-0255, or email us at enrollment@shdhs.org to learn
more.

SHDHS BY THE NUMBERS...

$12+ Million in recent STEM, Fine Arts, Religion, &
Athletic facility enhancement

450+ Co-educational student population

12:1 Student-to-teacher ratio

20,000+ Service hours performed annually

Weekly Reconciliation, monthly All-School Masses,
grade level Grandparent Masses, grade level Retreats

Classroom + online World Language options

Catholic Schools
Faith. Excellence. Service.

www.NCEA.org/csw

100+ Course offerings

4 Dedicated science labs

100+ student leadership opportunities

30+ freshman scholarship opportunities

40+ different grade schools represented by current
SHDHS students

25.8 composite ACT score

41 recent AP scholars

$14.2 million in recent college scholarships

NEW for 2024-2025 Youth Football

COMING in 2025-2026 Junior Varsity Football

COMING in 2026-2027 Varsity Football

St. Patrick High School:
‘Pursuing Knowledge,
Serving Others, Living
Faith’

St. Patrick High School in Maysville
strives to live out the school’s motto of “Pursuing
Knowledge, Serving Others, Living Faith.” Since its found-
ing in 1864, the school has prided itself on delivering a
quality education, creating a family atmosphere and devel-
oping students to be followers of Christ. This mission con-
tinues today and is the centerpiece of all they do at the
school.

St. Patrick High School’s family atmosphere is created
through small class sizes, where teachers and students can
create strong bonds with each other and teachers know
students by name. With over 135 years of teaching experi-
ence, teachers have the expertise and the knowledge to
equip students with the skills and values they need to be
successful in the workforce or on a college campus once
they graduate from St. Patrick. The family atmosphere
extends to students, who know each other and create long
lasting friendships, across ages and across grades, through
daily learning and worship together.

St. Patrick heeds Christ’s call to serve others with great
passion. Each high school class is assigned a project, group
or organization to partner with throughout the school year
and engage in activities that help promote the mission of
the partner group. Service involves the local women’s cri-
sis center, the local senior living center, upkeep of the
parish cemetery and providing items for local food
pantries and homeless shelters. In addition, students per-
form individual service hours, taking care of neighbors
and friends in the community.

Most important to St. Patrick’s mission; faculty, staff
and students live out the faith. Every student attends mass
twice a week, including all-school mass on Fridays. St.
Patrick transmits the faith from oldest to youngest
through its senior/kindergarten buddy program. Each
senior student has a kindergarten buddy, and the groups
get together for field trips, picnics, and sit next to one
another in church every Friday. St. Patrick’s High school
also has a junior/prekindergarten program that functions
in the same way. Through study of the faith, they learn
about God’s love for us and his ultimate sacrifice of salva-
tion for the world.

The school may be small, but they are mighty in the
faith of God. St. Patrick embraces the invitation to pursue
knowledge, serve others, and live the faith given as part of
the universal family of those who follow Christ Jesus as
our Lord and Savior.

Number of students: 66

Graduation rate: 100 percent

Teacher/student ratio: 7:1

Extracurriculars offered: 5

Sports offered: 11

Website: stpatschool.com

January 29-February 4
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Villa Madonna Academy: Here,

we belong
Villa Madonna Academy High
School is an award-winning co-ed,
VILLAZ==3 Catholic, Benedictine high school
educating students in grades 7-12
in the Benedictine tradition.
Founded in 1904 by the Benedictine
Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, the Benedictine tradi-
tion of scholarship, service, hospitality, and respect pro-
vides a strong foundation for students to succeed in univer-
sities from Harvard to USC, from MIT to Pepperdine —
and everywhere in-between. Villa’s community of stu-
dents represents the Tri-state area and countries that span
the globe — truly a global community learning together on
Villa’s beautiful 68-acre campus overlooking the Ohio
River.

What motivates a student to fly from Germany or drive
across ariver to attend Villa’s high school? Results are one
reason. Villa students score above local, state, and national
averages on standardized tests. Graduates in the Class of
2022 earned an average scholarship offer of
$346,974.00/senior, and 10% of the class signed to play
sports at the collegiate level.

Parents say it’s the people behind the results that make
the difference. The welcoming community, engaged facul-
ty, and values-based approach to education are the top rea-
sons for choosing Villa. Villa’s dynamic teachers are dedi-
cated to helping students find their best path to success,
and the Benedictine values upon which Villa is founded
create an environment where everyone is welcome and
challenged to grow academically and spiritually. Even the
Benedictine Spirituality Program is unique to Villa’s high
school:

—Benedictine Mentor House System

—Benedictine Exchange Program with US Benedictine
High Schools

—Benedictine Student Ambassadors

—Benedictine Retreat Program

Equally as important, Villa’s welcoming community
extends outside the classroom. With an inclusive sports
and extracurricular policy, all students have the opportu-
nity to play on the Villa Vikings sports teams, perform on
stage, or participate in one of Villa’s many clubs. In fact,
more than 90% of students participate in an extracurricu-
lar activity, all contributing to Villa’s history of success.

The Villa Vikings athletic teams compete at regional
and state levels as do our academic and youth-in-govern-
ment clubs. In addition, artists and authors at Villa are rec-
ognized regionally and nationally for the quality of their
work.

Villa is Catholic, co-ed, close to home and affordable.
Scholarships and financial assistance are available to qual-
ifying families. You are invited to explore Villa Madonna
Academy High School as an option for your family.
Observe the students, talk to parents and meet the faculty.
You will see why it is Here, We Belong.

Learn more by visiting villamadonna.org or by contact-
ing Janet Baugh, admissions Director, at
jbaugh@villa-madonna.net or call (859)

3x National Blue Ribbon School (2002, 2003, 2020)

Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Lighthouse School
(2022)

Cognia School of Distinction

Washington Post Most Challenging High Schools (2014-
Present)

100% Graduation Rate

Sports Offered: 12

11:1 Student-Teacher Ration

Dual Credit + AP Courses

Catholic Schools Week 2023




MOUNT ST. JOSEPH
UNIVERSITY®

VISIT CAMPUS & EARN

$ 4 uu OFF YOUR
’ MS.J TUITION®

See eligibility requirements and more: www.msj.edu/ visit.

Scan the (R code to
schedule your visit today!

Mount St. Joseph University is committed to providing an educational and employment environment free from discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or other minority or protected status. Visit www.msj.edu/non-discrimination for the full policy and contact information. 10-W0-002347/22/Ad
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate

3701 Winston Avenue * Covington, KY MarCh fOI‘ Llfe
(Ritte’s Corner in Latonia) . . {Cont.mued 'from p{;ge 2) ' . .
Customized/Personalized Service toward“advancmg a cqlture of life in thl.S nation, Slst,fer of Life Mariae Agnus Dei told OSV
News. “Some of the biggest battles are in front of us.
» Cemetery Lettering, Vases + P Celebrating “the gift of life and the beauty of the human person” is essential to that task,
*Bronze and Granite Markers - —ST she said.
! Alan Pickett, executive director, Catholic Charities — Diocese of Covington, was among
www. schott-monument-company.com 2 DA€ 4 a group of Catholic Charities employees and Northern Kentucky University students who

(85 9) 291-6 65 7 attended the March for Life in Washington.

Evening Appointments Available “The actress who played Abby Johnson in the movie Unplanned approached us,” he said,

explaining that Ashley Bratcher, the actress, was volunteering for a pro-life ministry and
was asking attendees of the march the simple question “Why were they there?” The best
answer they gave, said Mr. Pickett, was that “The work is not over. It’s just beginning. By
reversing the (Roe v. Wade) decision, it became an issue state by state.” Mr. Pickett has
attended eight total Marches for Life, and said that the crowd was “very peaceful, and much

larger than I expected.”
Andrew Cole, director of Campus Ministry at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills,
YOUTH MIN ISTRY COORDI NATOR accompanied a group of TMU students to the march. About the experience of this year’s
. . . . L. . March for Life, Mr: Cole said it was “invigorating” and represented an “optimistic pivot in
The Diocese of Covington’s Office of Catechesis and Evangelization is adding the the same fight that continues, but changes strategically”
new full-time position of Youth Ministry Coordinator, whose primary purpose will The Messenger contributed to this article.
be to launch, support, and coordinate vibrant youth ministry programs in our
parishes and in our nine high schools. We seek faith-filled, energetic, dynamic )
candidates with the communication and organizational skills to jump-start this Our MOther S home
venture. knowledge of the Faith and previous experience in ministry. A minimum of (Continued from page 7)
a bachelor’s degree in Theology or Pastoral Ministry is preferred. Interested make a sound. My fears had been unfounded, and, in a way, I feel I should have known
ol i - T T T e e T T better than to worry. Where else would my girls, or any of us, be more welcome than in
R S? sl (? clneflz=thinzs gl fes i armsailaiel; our Father’s house, especially, one wrapped in the love of our most Blessed Mother.
and references with contact e-mail addresses, to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR, Next time you are in D.C., whether you have visited before or it’s your first time, take
at skoplyay@covdio.org or by fax to (859) 392-1589. a few hours to explore the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception. And remember: no matter who you are, what you have done or not done, or
where you are from — you are always welcome in your Mother’s home.
Sarah Torres is the archivist for the Diocese of Covington, Ky
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Archbishop calls for ‘new awakening of

love’ at first post-Roe Requiem Mass

LOS ANGELES — Some 3,000 people packed the Cathedral of
Our Lady of the Angels here on the evening of Jan. 21 to pray
for children lost to abortion at the annual Requiem Mass for
the Unborn, the first since the overturning of Roe v. Wade last
summer. ‘As we know, our work for mothers and children and
families has not ended. It is only changed,” said Los Angeles
Archbishop José H. Gomez, referencing the U.S. Supreme
Court’s Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization deci-
sion in his homily. “We still need to work every day to build a
city and nation where it is easier for people to be born and to
raise families, where the strong help the weak, and the vulner-
able are protected.” The liturgy closed the daylong OneLifeLA
event, which included a Walk for Life through the streets of the
Chinatown area of Los Angeles and a pro-life festival with
music, prayer and speeches at Los Angeles State Historic Park.
The event drew an estimated 7,500 pro-life advocates from
around the state, many of whom traveled in groups by bus. The
Mass was celebrated on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s Roe decision, the same weekend as similar
pro-life rallies around the country. For pro-life Californians,
L.A.’s OneLife and San Francisco’s annual Walk for Life — held
on the same day - signaled ongoing resolve in the face of the
passage of Prop. 1 by voters last November to enshrine a
“right” to abortion in the state constitution.

Pope, bishops call for peace as
violent protests in Peru turn deadly

LIMA, Peru — Peru’s bishops pleaded for peace as violent
protests against the country’s current president and legislature
have claimed the lives of dozens of people. “We deplore the vio-
lence that has been unleashed because violence only begets
more violence,” the Peruvian bishops’ conference said in a
message published Jan. 20. “The death of more than 50
Peruvian brothers and sisters is a deep wound in the heart of
our people, as well as the suffering of all the wounded, civil-
ians and police.” According to The Associated Press, the

Protecting God's Children for Adults
Safe Environment Trainings
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will receive 12 bulletins per ~ (859) 392-1500 or
year. You will receive msteffen@covdio.org
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protests and violent clashes between police and protestors have
led to the indefinite closure of Machu Picchu, the 15th-century
Incan citadel. The civil unrest blocked transportation to and
from Machu Picchu, resulting in hundreds of visitors left
stranded at the ancient site. In their message, the bishops of
Peru said the violent protests are a source of “great pain” and
said the senseless deaths “must not go unpunished.” “In Peru,
we are all needed to build the homeland,” the message said.
“Let’s stop hurting each other! No more confrontations! This
situation demands dialogue, listening and resolve.” Citing
“Fratelli Tutti,” Pope Francis’ encyclical on fraternity and
social friendships, the bishops offered to mediate the conflict in
order to “build bridges of encounter.”

Tens of thousands turn out for Walk

for Life West Coast to speak for unborn

SAN FRANCISCO — Jesus Garcia, 24, a Cal-State East Bay
student from Newark, California, was attending his fourth
Walk for Life West Coast in a row Jan. 21. “I want to speak for
the unborn who don’t have a voice,” he said, holding a hand-
made sign that read: “Abortion is violence against a human
life. Not health care or a woman’s right!” The first Walk for
Life West Coast since the June 24 U.S. Supreme Court ruling
overturning Roe v. Wade drew an outsized crowd of tens of
thousands of pro-life supporters, apparently undaunted by
California’s newly approved constitutional amendment —
Proposition 1 — removing all restrictions on abortion. “Both
Dobbs and Prop. 1 have reignited the pro-life movement in
California and today’s turnout shows it,” said Eva Muntean,
co-chair of the Walk for Life. The walk stretched more than a
mile along Market Street, the city’s main downtown thorough-
fare, which was closed to traffic for the event. “After Roe, we

decided to come and bring the prayer here where it was need-
ed,” said Deacon Kevin Stephenson of St. Benedict Parish in
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, who with his wife, Monica, brought
20 high school students from the parish youth group, including
two of their own children. Last year, they went to the March
for Life in Washington. “It’s our kids who wanted to come here.
We just followed the Holy Spirit.”

Outpouring of grief, prayers as
Lunar New Year massacre latest U.S.

mass shooting

MONTEREY PARK, Calif. — “With the whole family of God
here in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, I am praying for the
victims of this violence,” said Los Angeles Archbishop José H.
Gomez in a statement following a mass shooting that left 10
people dead and at least 10 more wounded in Monterey Park,
California, late Jan. 21. Archbishop Gomez, who was already
scheduled to celebrate Mass at 10 a.m. local time to mark the
Lunar New Year at St. Bridget Chinese Catholic Church in LA’s
Chinatown, added: “We pray for those killed and injured in this
shooting; we ask that God stay close to their families and loved
ones. We pray for the wounded to be healed, and we ask that
God give strength and guidance to the doctors and nurses who
are caring for them.” A shooter fired into the crowd at a dance
ballroom as guests celebrated on the eve of the Lunar New
Year. The wounded were taken to local hospitals around the
city, which is east of Los Angeles. Their condition ranged from
“critical to serious,” said Capt. Andrew Meyer of the Los
Angeles Sheriff’s Department. He told reporters in a news
briefing early Jan. 22 that it was too early in the investigation
to know the motive of the shooter, who remained at large.

Established by the St. Charles Community

We are here to help you navigate through the
maze of senior resources.

FREE Service
Call, email, or
stop by today!

3705 Winston Ave, Latonia, KY
(859) 261-0746
seniorresource@stcharlescommunity.org

»

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.

921 Dudley Road
Edgewood, KY 41017 | = = 7,
(859) 341-6666

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

MOTHER OF GOD CEMETERY
AND CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

Interest free payment plans available.
For details call sales and information:

3125 MADISON AVE., FORT WRIGHT, KY
(859) 431-0614
WWW.MOTHEROFGODCEMETERY.COM




24 January 27, 2023 Messenger

God’s word, mercy must be
shared with everyone, pope says

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

The Word of God, which heals and raises people up, is meant for everyone, Pope Francis
said. Jesus “wants to reach those far away, he wants to heal the sick, he wants to save sin-
ners, he wants to gather the lost sheep and lift up those whose hearts are weary and
oppressed,” the pope said. “Jesus ‘reaches out’ to tell us that God’s mercy is for everyone,”
he said in his homily during Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 22, the church’s celebration
of Sunday of the
Word of  God.
During the Mass,
the pope also for-
mally installed
seven men and
women in the min-
istry of catechist
and three others in
the ministry of lec-
tor. Pope Francis
gave each of the lec-
tors a Bible and the
catechists a crucifix.
In his homily, the
pope said the Lord
invites everyone to
conversion and
invites his disciples
to actively “spread
the light of the
word” to everyone.
“May it not happen
that we profess a
God with an expan-
sive heart yet become a church with a closed heart — this, I dare say, would be a curse,” he
said. “May it not happen that we preach salvation for all yet make the way to receive it
impractical; may it not happen that we recognize we are called to proclaim the kingdom
yet neglect the Word, losing ourselves in so many secondary activities or discussions.”

CNS photo/Vatican Media
Pope Francis greets the crowd as he leads the Angelus from the
window of his studio overlooking St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican
Jan. 22, 2023.
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