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7ryohe, éveyone, yone!’
cheer attendees at 2023 World Youth Day

Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis asked the 1.5 million young people who attended
World Youth Day to take “what God has sown into your hearts”
back to their home countries and build a joyful church that is open
to all. Among these pilgrims were 24 youth and parents from the
Diocese of Covington, along with Bishop John Iffert, Deacon Jim
Fortner, COO and Isaak Isaak, co-director of the Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization.

Young pilgrims interviewed by Catholic News Service during
World Youth Day constantly returned to the pope’s main point dur-
ing the official welcome ceremony for World Youth Day Aug. 3: in
the church there is room for “everyone, everyone, everyone.”

He asked the jubilant crowd of flag-waving young people to
repeat the refrain with him in Lisbon’s Eduardo VII Park and
shouts of “todos, todos, todos” — “everyone” in Spanish and
Portuguese — spread throughout the crowd.

As he did often during the trip, the pope solicited engagement
from the crowd, asking them to repeat after him or consider in
silence a question he posed.

Yet it was during his meeting Aug. 2 with Portuguese bishops,
priests, religious and pastoral workers that the pope first issued his
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“todos” message.

“Please, let us not convert the church into a customs office”
where only the “just,” “good,” and “properly married” can enter
while leaving everyone else outside, he said. “No. The church is not
that,” he said, rather it is a place for “righteous and sinners, good
and bad, everyone, everyone, everyone.”

Asked during his inflight news conference Aug. 6 how the
church can be for everyone when women and gay people are exclud-
ed from some sacraments, Pope Francis said that “the church is
open to all, but then there is legislation that regulates life inside the
church.”

“This does not mean that (the church) is closed. Each person
encounters God by their own way, inside the church, and the church
is mother and guides each one by their own path,” he responded.

At 86 years old, Pope Francis showed no sign of slowing down for
the 42nd international trip of his pontificate, which he jokingly told
journalists on the flight to Lisbon will “make me young again.”

The pope’s packed agenda had three to four official events per
day, and he added private meetings with several groups and individ-
uals at the Vatican nunciature in Lisbon where he was staying.
Among them was a group of abuse survivors who met with the pope

(Continued on page 7)

Monthly ‘candlelight Masses’ encourage young
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Father Eric Boelscher, pastor, St. Joseph, Ci“escent Springs, preaches at-a
Friday candlelight Mass held in conjunction with the Office of Catechiesis -
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and Evangelization and the Angelico Project.

adults to celebrate the
beauty of the Mass

Maura Baker
Staff Writer
In collaboration with the Angelico project, a nonprofit dedicat-
ed to evangelization through the beauty of Catholic arts and cul-
ture, the diocesan Office of Catechesis and Evangelization sets
forth to bring candlelit Masses to parishes across the diocese.
The intent of these Masses is to bring young adults — a
demographic most at risk of falling from the faith — into the
Mass to celebrate its beauty and form a newfound appreciation.
Brad Torline, director of the Angelico Project, formed the idea
of the candlelit Masses while he was serving as the Diocese of
Covington’s youth minister. Inspired by dioceses across the
nation who found the practice effective, Mr. Torline decided to
bring it to the Diocese of Covington, as well. The candelight
Masses are in the evenings — a generally more advantageous
time for young adults and professionals to attend weekday Mass.

(Continued on page 14)
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Teacher shortage prompts Bishop Iffert to
suspend operations at Holy Family School

Laura Keener
Editor

With only three weeks until the first day of school and
with no applicants for two critically needed vacant teach-
ing positions, Bishop John Iffert directed that operations
at Holy Family School be suspended for the 2023-24 school
year.

“This decision, made necessary by a shortage of teach-
ers, deeply affects students, families, neighborhoods and
parishes,” said Bishop Iffert in a message posted on the
diocesan website, www.covdio.org. “The Diocese of
Covington is working to place every student whose family
seeks Catholic education in a strong and effective Catholic
school to assist families in forming young scholars, citi-
zens and saints.”

Holy Family School is in the East side of Covington. As
the new school year approached, 42 students were enrolled
at the school and contracted staff consisted of one princi-
pal/teacher and two full-time teachers. Holy
Family School is one of the diocese’s six
urban schools that make up the Alliance for
Catholic Urban Education (ACUE). The
other five ACUE schools are: Holy Cross
Elementary, Prince of Peace School and St.
Augustine School, Covington; Holy Trinity
School, Bellevue and St. Anthony School,
Taylor Mill.

Recognizing that this news would likely
concern other ACUE schools, Bishop Iffert
assured, “We remain committed to assuring
Catholic education in our urban core.”

The decision to suspend operations at
Holy Family School came after Kendra
McGuire, superintendent, and her staff con-
sulted with the Board of Catholic
Education; Beth Vieth, principal, Holy
Family School, and Father Ryan Maher; rec-
tor, Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington; Divine Providence Sister Janet
Bucher, pastoral administrator, Our Savior
Parish, Covington; and Father Lawrence
Schaeper, pastor, St. Benedict Parish,
Covington. These parishes are feeder parishes of Holy
Family School, and Father Maher and Sister Janet are fre-
quent visitors at the school.

Once the decision was made, Mrs. McGuire met with
the parents of Holy Family School, July 29, at the school to

1922.

Aug. 13

Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, Covington,
10 a.m.

Aug. 17
Directors meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Serra Club seminarian
cookout, Senior Center,
Freedom Park, Edgewood,
11:30 a.m.

Priest Holy Hour, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
3 p.m.

Vocations BBQ, K of C Hall,
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, Burlington, 5 p.m.

Aug. 14
Catholic Charities Corporate

Board meeting, 1:30 p.m. 20th annual clergy dinner,

Fr. DeJaco Council #5220,
Alexandria, 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 18
DPAA priest committee
meeting, 10 a.m.

Aug. 19

Deanery Pastoral Council
orientation, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, 10 a.m.

Vigil Mass, Solemnity of the
Assumption, Cathedral
Basilica, 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 15

Solemnity of the Assumption
— Diocesan Curia Closed
Aug. 16

Building Commission
meeting, 2 p.m.

Holy Family School

Holy Family School is a K-8 Catholic
elementary school in the Diocese of
Covington.

It is one of six elementary schools
that make up the Alliance for
Catholic Urban Education (ACUE).

Current contracted staff:
1 principal/teacher and 2 teachers.

Current enrollment: 42 students.

Holy Family School began as a parish
school, St. Benedict School, and has
operated in its current building at
338 E. 16th Street, Covington, since

In 1988, Bishop Howard and
St. Benedict Schools in Covington
merged to form Holy Family School.

share the news and detail the support that is available to
enroll their children in neighboring ACUE schools.
Following the meeting, Mrs. McGuire e-mailed a letter to
all families of Holy Family School reiterating the informa-
tion shared at the meeting, including the options that were
available that ultimately led to the decision to close for this
year.

“As we approached the end of July, we had zero appli-
cants and our efforts to reach out to prospective teachers
had not been successful,” said Mrs. McGuire. Those efforts
included contacting retired teachers including retired
women religious.

“In our discussions on how to move forward, we were
left with limited options. One solution was to continue
searching for qualified candidates. Another was to delay
the start of school by a few weeks to provide additional
search time. And the last option was to suspend school
operations for the 2023-24 school year,” Mrs. McGuire said.

The inability to find qual-
ified teachers to continue
providing a quality Catholic
education that parents have
grown to expect and that stu-
dents deserve is not limited
to Catholic schools.

“Unfortunately, we are
experiencing a teacher
shortage across our region
in both public and private
education and our ability to
staff these teaching posi-
tions will only become more
challenging as the start of
school nears,” said Mrs.
McGuire. “With this in
mind, and the possibility
that we will still be without
teachers to begin the school
year, we had growing con-
cerns about how this would
impact our students and
staff.”

Mrs. McGuire hopes that the situation is temporary. “It
is our hope as we go through the next year that we can
work to improve the staffing situation and reopen the
doors of Holy Family School in the future,” she said.

The principal and teachers of Holy Family School have

Keener photo /‘: e 3 T AT
all accepted principal and teaching positions at neighbor-
ing Holy Cross Elementary School. There is also availabil-
ity for all Holy Family students at Holy Cross Elementary.

Parents were assured that the tuition agreement that
was negotiated at Holy Family School would be accepted at
any of the five ACUE schools. Additionally, the ACUE
schools share a common, if not identical, school calendar
and curriculum, utilizing the same teaching resources.
The Department of Catholic Schools is also assisting Holy
Family parents obtain school uniforms for their children.
Transportation is the remaining obstacle, and solutions
like carpooling are being explored.

“Our other Catholic schools are ready to welcome you,”
said Mrs. McGuire. “It is our hope that you will continue to
choose a Catholic education for your child(ren) ... We want
to continue helping your children grow and thrive.”

Baker photos

Advisory board discusses DPAA grant allocations
The Stewardship Advisory Board gathered in Bishop Howard Memorial Hall, July 27, to discuss grant allocations for this
year’s Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal. The meeting opened with a greeting and address by Jim Hess, director,
Stewardship and Mission Services, and was led by board member James “Jay” Whittle. Bishop John Iffert will hand
deliver checks to grant recipients at the 2023 DPAA celebration Aug. 24.



Messenger

August 11, 2023 3

- 000000000]
SerraSpark.orgis the source to ‘Ignite’ parish vocation committees

Laura Keener
Editor

About 100 Serra Club members and parish vocation
coordinators looked in awe at a presentation slide of seven
priests each holding a sign with the year of their ordina-
tion — 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. These
seven priests, explained presenters Judy Cozzens and
Michael Downey, are all members of the same parish when
they entered seminary.

OUR
GOAL

To help you
build a
culture of
Vocations
in Your
Parish!

A presentation slide showing a single parish with seven
consecutive years of priestly vocations.

The success of this one parish to encourage and realize
vocations to the priesthood stands in stark contrast to sta-
tistics on vocations in the United States. Since 1965 the
total number of diocesan priests is down 30 percent, while
the population of U.S. Catholics is up 58 percent, buoyed by
the increase in Hispanic Catholics in the US. And while
since 2000 priestly ordinations have been increasing, bish-
ops nationwide are struggling to provide priests for the
parishes, schools and ministries of their diocese.

To put it bluntly, “The shortage of priests remains a cri-
sis,” said Mrs. Cozzens

But the slide also offers a picture of possibilities and
hope and the importance of parishes and parishioners in
promoting vocations.

“It’s not a lot of effort but it’s a lot of effort if you're try-
ing to do 18 parishes at a time, but it’s perfect for a parish
vocations committee” said Mr. Downey about “Called By
Name,” one of the 28 vocation tools Serra Club
International offers to its diocesan and parish Serra Club
councils.

Mr. Downey and Mrs. Cozzens were invited by the Serra
Club Councils of Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati to
lead the “Ignite” vocation ministry workshop, Aug. 5, at
the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains, Cincinnati.
The mission of the Serra Club is threefold — to foster and
promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life, to
support priests in their sacred ministry, and to assist its
members to grow in holiness. Ms. Cozzens is president of
U.S. Council of Serra, Minneapolis, Minn., and Mr.

didn’

Downey is president of the US. Council for Serra and
chair of the Leadership Development Committee for the
Council.

The day began with Mass, concelebrated by Father
Conor Kunath, vocations director for the Diocese of
Covington, who also attended the morning presentation.
Other members of the Serra Club Northern Kentucky
attending the workshop included: Nick Winnike, presi-
dent; Mike Murray, membership chair, and Donna Heim,
former campus minister, Northern Kentucky University.

During the presentation Mr. Downey introduced the
Serra Spark website, www.serraspark.org, while he and
Mrs. Cozzens detailed some of the most popular plug-n-
play tools that vocation promoters can use to form, main-
tain and sustain vocation ministries at their parish. These
vocation tools concentrate on four distinct areas: affirma-
tion tools, awareness tools, invitation and encouragement
tools and prayer tools.

The plethora of tools available on the Serra Spark web-
site can be overwhelming, Mr. Downey admitted. His
advice — pick one or two, “pluck it up and use it.”

The Called by Name tool — an invitation tool — seems
especially intriguing because it is simple and secretive.
With this tool parishes invite parishioners to anonymous-
ly place on a card the name and contact information of a
man or woman they believe might make a good priest or
religious brother and then place the card in a basket or
box. The names would then be sent on to the diocesan voca-
tion director or promoter.

Mr. Downey likes this tool because it engages everyone
in the parish, giving them the opportunity to “really chime
in.” He also shared the story of two young ladies who
anonymously submitted a card with their own name and
contact information. “They didn’t have the courage to go
talk to the vocations director, they didn’t think they were
worthy, but they thought they would try this and see what
happens.” The vocations director did contact them and
they did enter discernment.

The School Traveling Crucifix tool — an awareness tool
— brings vocation awareness into Catholic schools. The
Serra Club provides one crucifix to each school along with
a prayer. During the school year the crucifix travels from
classroom to classroom and at least on one day of the week
the students pray the special prayer. There are also lesson
plans on the website for teachers to use — all at no cost.

“They’re praying for vocations and its fun,” said Mrs.
Cozzens. She also shared a story of a family who partici-
pated in a similar awareness tool for parishes, the
Traveling Chalice tool. With the Traveling Chalice tool,
each week a parish family takes the chalice home to pray
for vocations. One family, who needed a little coaxing, took
the chalice home to pray for vocations. When they
returned the chalice, the mother confirmed to Mrs.
Cozzens that the family did pray together every night. She
t know if any of the children were going to have a

—

Father Conor Kath (right)

cncelebrates Mass, ug. 5 at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains, Cincinnati,

-

opening the “Ignite” vocation workshop sponsored by Cincinnati and NKY Serra Clubs.

vocation or not, but, she said, now it is okay with her if
they did.

“We changed her heart and that’s the beginning,” said
Mrs. Cozzens. “If we can change the hearts of mothers and
fathers and bring that culture of vocations into the home,
we're going to succeed. Vocations start in our homes and
in our parishes. We gotta get it going.”

The presentation ended with grateful and encouraging
words to the Serrans and parish vocation promoters
attending.

“The Holy Spirit brought you here today, each one of us
are called,” said Mrs. Cozzens. Our Church needs us. Know
in your heart that this is where the Lord has put you,
embrace this ministry and help bring more religious voca-
tions to our Church.”

(top left) Judy Cozzen, president, U.S. council of Serra,
Minneapolis, Minn. And (top right) Mike Downey;, presi-
dent, U.S. council for Serra, were the presenters and led
the workshops. (above) Nearly 100 Serra Club members
and parish vocation coordinators attended.

Call for testimonials

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky
is celebrating 100 years of service to the people of the
Diocese of Covington.

To share your story on how the Society has impacted
you and/or your family, e-mail messenger@covdio.org
with the subject line: Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Your story may be featured in the upcoming
Messenger supplement highlighting the Society's
centennial. The deadline for submissions is Sept. 14.

Correction

In the article entitled “St. Henry parishioner plans to
enter novitiate, inspired by the ‘Lord in the Eucharist'”
in the July 28 edition of the Messenger, Olivia
Staverman was misquoted on why she is discerning a
vocation with the Mercedarian Sisters. The correct
quote is: “They're youth and university (not “diversi-
ty” as originally reported) oriented, and they have
Jesus in the Eucharist at the forefront of their mission
— which is what spoke to my heart.” The Messenger
apologies for the error.
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COMMENTARY

Cillian Murphy, who beautifully evokes the physicist J.
Robert Oppenheimer in Christopher Nolan’s new film,
wears, through about 85 percent of the movie, a worried
frown. Nolan does not lionize Oppenheimer but presents
him consistently as an ambiguous character, a man tor-
mented by inner demons,
external enemies and
moral dilemmas. And
Oppenheimer’s frown is, it
seems to me, evocative of
deep conflicts that endure
in the consciousness of the
West.

The first of these has to
do with science and scien-
tists. In the ancient world,
the philosopher was proba-
bly the most admired fig-
ure; in the medieval con-
text, the saint; in the mod-
ern milieu, the warrior or
wealthy landowner. But in our contemporary setting,
there seems little doubt that the scientist holds pride of
place. By a rather deep instinct, we tend to look for wis-
dom, not from sages, politicians, or religious leaders, but
from the practitioners of the hard sciences.

It is no accident that George Lucas chose to model the
face of Yoda, the Jedi wise man in “Star Wars,” after the
visage of Albert Einstein. And Einstein does indeed fig-
ure in “Oppenheimer,” along with Werner Heisenberg,
Niels Bohr, Edward Teller, Enrico Fermi, as well as the
eponymous main character.

I1liked very much the fact that Nolan presents all of
these players in their brilliance and celebrates their
achievements, but that he does not canonize them or pres-
ent them as moral exemplars. Heisenberg, we learn,
worked for the Nazis; Teller was a turncoat;
Oppenheimer was self-absorbed and unfaithful; etc. There
is a sharp distinction to be made between intellectual

WORD ON FIRE

Bishop Robert Barron

Oppenheimer’s frown

acumen and moral excellence, and in our culture, we too
often mistake the former for the latter.

This gives rise to the second conflict — and it is the
central theme of the film — namely, the tension between
what can be done and what ought to be done. I especially
enjoyed the first act of “Oppenheimer,” which explores
the education of the keenly intelligent young American
scientist under the direction of some of the leading lights
of European science.

The newly-minted Dr. Oppenheimer brought the still-
novel discipline of quantum mechanics to our shores and
commenced to show its theoretical and practical implica-
tions, including in the military domain.

Animated by his left-wing political views and by his
Jewish identity, Oppenheimer was eager to dedicate his
science to the development of a mighty weapon that
could bring down the Nazis, who were enemies of both
his nation and his people. Hence, when invited, he accept-
ed the invitation from the US Army to head up the
Manhattan Project, dedicated to the development of an
atomic bomb.

With the help of his hyper-competent colleagues,
Oppenheimer demonstrated that a bomb of epically
destructive power could be created, and in the initial
aftermath of the Hiroshima attack, he was elated.

Catholic teaching would never countenance doing
something intrinsically evil in order that good might
come of it.

But what began to bother him more was whether this
awful weapon should have been used. When he visits
President Truman, he comments, with real pain, that he
feels he has blood on his hands.

Catholic moral teaching would support
Oppenheimer’s reservations, for the atomic bombings,
which resulted in the deaths of over one hundred thou-
sand innocents, clearly violated the principle of discrimi-
nation, which dictates that in any act of war, one must
distinguish between combatants and noncombatants.

Though a number of characters in the film, including

an admittedly cartoonish version of Harry Truman, trot
out the familiar consequentialist justification that the
attacks saved lives in the long run, Catholic teaching
would never countenance doing something intrinsically
evil in order that good might come of it.

A third prompt for the worried frown of Robert
Oppenheimer was the strain between his loyalty to
America and his association with Communism. The third
act of the film, which I frankly found more than a little
tiresome, explores this struggle in some detail.

What made the final section of the movie hard to take
was not simply its slow pace but also its odd sympathy
with the Communism of so many of Oppenheimer’s
friends and colleagues. It still appears to be the case in
Hollywood that being Communist is rather cool and
avant-garde, amounting to a romantic devotion to the
poor and the disadvantaged — and this attitude is shared
by an alarming number of young people in our country
today.

In point of fact, Marxist-Leninist ideology has pro-
duced economic misery and mountains of corpses wher-
ever it has been implemented, and therefore no responsi-
ble person in the twenty-first century should have the
slightest regard for it. Moreover, it is simply a matter of
historical record that there were indeed Soviet spies asso-
ciated with the Manhattan Project and that they posed a
real threat to national security.

Though there were indeed McCarthyite extremists in
the 1950s, those who had suspicions of certain of
Oppenheimer’s associations were more than justified in
their skepticism and should not have been portrayed as
semi-fascist boors.

Oppenheimer is a good film, and Oppenheimer him-
self, in his intelligence, his passion, his deep flaws, a com-
pelling character. But what I take away most from the
film is his nervous frown.

Bishop Robert Barron is bishop of the Diocese of
Winona-Rochester, Minnesota. Article originally published
at WordOnkFire.org.

Give thanksin all circumstances

“Because a thankful heart is a happy heart! I'm glad for
what I have that’s an easy way to start!” —“The
Thankfulness Song,” Veggie Tales

VIEWPOINT

Have you watched
Veggie Tales? Madame
Blueberry was one that my
siblings and I watched con-
stantly growing up and the
“Thankfulness Song” was
one we had memorized.

For those who have not
seen it, this Veggie Tales
episode focuses on
Madame Blueberry, a
wealthy lady who is con-
stantly crying over all the
things she does not have.
When a “Stuff Mart” sud-
denly appears, Madame
Blueberry quickly goes
and buys everything she ever thought she needed or want-
ed, but after her spree she discovers she is still unhappy.

She also discovers all the things she has bought are now
weighing down her tree house and eventually it crashes
causing her to lose everything. Madame Blueberry finds
herself being comforted by a small, poor family who share
all they have with her. The family’s gratefulness with the
few items they have teaches Madame Blueberry to be
thankful for what she has, thereby making her happier in
life.

We have been taught the importance of being grateful
our entire lives. Greed is one of the Seven Deadly Sins, and
we know that gratitude is one of the best ways to combat

Sarah Torres

this temptation. If we are thankful for what we have, we
are less driven to desire more. As Catholics, we have also
been taught the importance of gratitude in suffering.

That can often be an intimidating concept. Stephen
Colbert, a Catholic comedian known for the Late Show and
The Colbert Report, has given many interviews discussing
the impact of grief on his life. In one interview, he said
something that has stuck with me, “If God is everywhere,
and God is in everything, then the world as it is is all just
an expression of God and his love, and you have to accept
it with gratitude.”

The driving question remains though, how are we to be
grateful for our misery? But I think, it’s not about being
grateful for our suffering, God doesn’t want us to suffer. It’s
more about being grateful for what our suffering teaches
us.

With suffering comes empathy; a deeper understanding
of the suffering of those around us. This understanding
helps us to be gentler people, more in touch with the needs
of those around us. Though I would never wish suffering
on any person, and if given the chance I would happily
prevent my own suffering, the reality is that it happened,
and it can’t be undone. Learning to accept what cannot be
changed and to be grateful for what we have learned
through our pain, that is what I believe it means to be
grateful in our suffering.

On the flip side of that, however, gratitude is not com-
placency. It is not a contradiction to be grateful yet wish for
things to be different. A person struggling with homeless-
ness may be grateful to be alive, but we would never expect
that this person would not wish to have a place to call
home. It is not selfish to wish for our basic needs to be sat-
isfied. To wish to be loved, protected, fed, housed ... none of

these are selfish desires, nor are the want for these things
an example of ungratefulness for what you do have.

God gifted us with free will, not just so we could survive
but so we could thrive. It is not an act of ingratitude to
change the things in your life that you wish were different.
We are expected to take the steps necessary in our life to
create happiness for ourselves and those around us.

And in those moments were suffering feels too great
and the steps to change feel too large, we return it to God.
One of the most loving and grateful options we have in
this life is to offer it up to the Lord.

In the moments when gratitude feels unattainable, espe-
cially in those moments when you look around and see all
the things you should be grateful for, yet the weight of suf-
fering pushes everything else away, the most grateful and
loving act we can offer is to align our suffering with that of
Christ.

Think how heavy that burden is right now? You can
physically feel it on your shoulders, on your chest. Close
your eyes and push it all off. Offer it up to the Lord, offer it
up to the souls in purgatory, offer it up for the homeless,
the dying, the lonely. I know it is so much easier said than
done, and I know it does not feel like gratitude, but it is.
The most grateful thing you can possibly do is give it to the
Father, who wants nothing more than for you to simply
ask his help.

“For the love that He shares, ‘cause He listens to my
prayers, that’s why I say thanks every day!” — “The
Thankfulness Song, ” Veggie Tales

Sarah Torres is the archivist for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky
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A perfect gift, a perfectlove

A mighty whisper
The readings for the nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle A — are: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-
13a; Romans 9:1-5 and Matthew 14:22-33,
It has been several years ago that the movie, “The

Temptation of Christ”
GO AND GLORIFY

came out. A group of
parishioners decided to go
together. Before we left for
the movie, we prayed the
Way of the Cross together.

As 1 was nearing the
end my phone rang. I for-
got to turn it off. It rang
for 5 rings. I tried to reach
into my pocket to turn it
off but could not reach it.
A few minutes later my
phone went off. Once
again, the phone rang,
and I couldn’t get to my
phone.

After the Way of the Cross, I checked my phone to see
who called. It was one of the teenagers in the group that
called my phone. He was a good kid so I couldn’t be mad
at him, but I think his parents may have been. I think the
young lad was getting bored as we entered the last few
stations.

Sometimes prayer is like that for us. Maybe we get
bored as we pray and need some of the noise from out-
side of our prayer life to fill the void. In the seminary we
had several silent retreats. I was good for 3 out of 5 days
and then I had to talk to someone to fill that void, some-
one to talk to or some noise to fill my ears. Walking
around campus it wasn’t hard to find someone who want-
ed to break the silence for a few minutes.

Silence is hard for us these days. There is so much
noise in our daily lives. The absence of constant phones
ringing or the sound of a TV or computer games or
videos we constantly watch, or whatever it may be in our
life, causes us to not be able hear the Word of God.

Ah, his voice is like a whisper. Can you hear a whis-
per? That is where God’s voice can be found. In order to
hear what God is calling us to do, we need to be quiet and
listen.

Find the time during your daily life when you can
turn everything off and listen to the voice of God.

Father Gregory Bach is assistant to the Bishop and
vice-chancellor;, Diocese of Covington, Ky

Father Gregory Bach

The end of Roe v. Wade has over the last year brought
attention to many sensationalized scenarios in favor of
abortion rights.

Expectant parents faced with a poor prenatal diagnosis
are often told by health-
care professionals that
their best option is to ter-
minate the pregnancy;
their normal pregnancy
has been turned upside
down. As these parents
grieve the loss of a dream
pregnancy, they are thrust
into deciding not only the
medical care but also the
fate of the precious life
entrusted to them. These
babies are more than a
poor prognosis. No matter
what, these parents will
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Faye Roch

grieve the loss of the child
they expected. But in bringing that life to term, parents
can see true love through the eyes of God.

I've known and met those families who have been
touched by a poor prenatal diagnosis. Some of the babies
have died prior to birth, or shortly after birth. These par-
ents are grateful for the time they were able to hold their
infant and say goodbye.

In other cases, a baby may be born with Down’s
Syndrome or birth anomalies. Their parents, who chose
life, have gone on to see that all lives are created in the
image and likeness of God.

I know the parents of these children go through much
heartbreak and many struggles, more than I can begin to
imagine, but many parents have told me of the joy that
their child with special needs has brought to their family.

Many years ago, I discovered a flyer at Children’s
Hospital sitting on a table in a waiting area. On the flyer
was a quote from a fictional novel, “The Clowns of God,”
by Morris West.

Doing a little research, I discovered that the clowns of
God are children who are mentally or physically handi-
capped. In the book, the French have given them that name
and feel that these children are especially close to God’s
heart.

A Jesus-like figure comes back to earth and, at one
point, he is holding a little girl with Down’s syndrome and
says: “I know what you are thinking. You need a sign.
What better one could I give but to make this little one
whole and new? I could do it, but I will not. I am the Lord

and not a conjurer. I gave this mite a gift I denied to all of
you — eternal innocence. To you she looks imperfect —
but to me she is flawless, like the bud that dies unopened
or the fledgling that falls from the nest to be devoured by
ants. She will never offend me, as all of you have done. She
will never pervert or destroy the work of my Father’s
hands. She is necessary to you. She will evoke the kind-
ness that will keep you human. Her infirmity will prompt
you to gratitude for your own good fortune ... More! She
will remind you every day that I am who I am, that my
ways are not yours, and that the smallest dust mite
whirled in the darkest spaces does not fall out of my hand
... I have chosen you. You have not chosen me. This little
one is my sign to you. Treasure her!”

As I reflected on this, I was overwhelmed with the love
God has for us. We are all created in his image and like-
ness, and we are all perfect in his eyes. We are all a gift,
even those who may appear disabled or ill. Some come as a
different sort of gift and through these gifts we receive
something very special.

In these times where everyone is striving for perfection
in everything from homes, jobs, bodies and even children’s
birthday parties, we need to rethink the gift of the child —
the gift of a human being. We need to open our hearts and
create a culture that says “yes” to all children, that says
“yes” to God made manifest through his creation.

In pursuit of perfection couples often remain childless
until they have an acceptable amount of money in their
bank account. We are told it’s okay to say “no” to the gift of
life, “no” to the providential love and assistance that would
have come to us and into the world through the gift of a
child. Children are no longer seen as gifts but as posses-
sions. If the child is not perfect according to society’s stan-
dards, we are told we can say ‘“no” and reject it through
abortion. And, if we really want the “model” child, we
have reproductive technology to create perfection.

What treasures are we deprived of with the choices that
are being made in our pursuit of perfection?

I know several families with children, both young and
adult, who have mental and physical handicaps. These
families witness every day to their community true love
with the eternal innocence that these children have
brought into their lives. I marvel at these parents and fami-
lies on this journey they travel with such grace. They
show us what perfect love is and I've seen the many gifts
and blessings these children have brought to their family
and to the world.

Faye Roch is director for the Pro-Life Office, Diocese of
Covington, Ky

The priest I didn’t want delivered the Lord of Love I needed near

Like many people, I had struggled for years to create a
regular habit of receiving the sacrament of reconciliation.
I had heard the recommen-
dation about making time
for a monthly confession,
but I could always find
excuses to put it off —a
typical “wait ’till next
week” mentality.

However, that all
changed about 15 years ago
when I was on a retreat. I
knew that this was my
opportunity to make a
good confession. The “wait
’till next retreat” tempta-
tion did not seem very con-
vincing.

There were two priests
available that day, and as my fellow retreatants and I
inched forward. While waiting, I found myself really hop-
ing that I would have the opportunity to go to the wise
older priest whose homilies I had been enjoying, rather
than the young priest who I had decided was not particu-
larly impressive.

Needless to say, this was not the most appropriate thing
to be pondering in preparation for my confession, and I felt
a little bad about it even as I really hoped to get the wise
older priest.

As Providence would have it, I wound up with the
young priest.

David Spesia

After I made my confession, what followed was a com-
plete shock. From the mouth of this priest came words
that only the divine Word could have spoken. Straight to
my heart, there was tender mercy, delivered without limit;
there was other-worldly advice about root causes of my
specific sins, and above all there was absolute reassurance
about my deepest identity: I was a beloved son of the
Father.

I had long understood that the priest’s power to forgive
sins comes directly from the Risen Lord’s gift to the apos-
tles: “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained”
(John 20: 23). I knew that only God could forgive sins, and
it made sense that, if the Son of God had bestowed such
authority on mere mortals, this was a gift that I should
receive with gratitude.

But I had never stopped to consider that the words of
the priest in the confessional could be Jesus’ words, meant
directly for me.

Since that uniquely graced moment, each month when I
return to confession for a spiritual “fresh start,” I ask the
Holy Spirit to help me hear what I need to hear. Sometimes
it is a key phrase or word from the Scriptures that the
priest references. Often it is simply the beautiful message
of absolution from the sacramental rite:

God, the Father of mercies,

through the death and resurrection of his Son

has reconciled the world to himself

and poured out the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of

sins;

through the ministry of the church

may God grant you pardon and peace.

And I absolve you from your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I have come to think of these words of absolution as a
“love letter” from the Lord, reminding me that I am never
defined by my failures and that I am always, first and fore-
most, beloved.

They reaffirm that Jesus died for me as well as for the
whole world. They compel me to be more open to his grace
so that I might respond by living each day for the Lord.
They restore me to friendship and intimacy with the
Blessed Trinity — that Communion of Persons who is
Love — and they strengthen my communion to all of God’s
other beloved children.

They also make me more receptive to the full mystery
of the Eucharist in the life of the church.

When my easily wounded pride might try to keep me
away from regular reconciliation, I remind myself of
Peter’s response to Jesus after people began to turn away
from His Eucharistic teaching in the sixth chapter of
John’s Gospel: “Master...You have the words of eternal
life” (John 6:68). Even though Peter did not fully compre-
hend the mystery, he understood what was essential: When
Jesus speaks, love happens.

David Spesia is the executive director of the secretariat of
evangelization and catechesis for the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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2023 World Youth Day
reflections

“As a parent, it was beautiful to travel to World Youth
Day and hear so many young voices singing together and
praising God. Lisbon was full of youth from around the
world who brought so much joy to every place they went.
To visit the church where St. Anthony of Padua was born,
and wait in line to place intentions in the prayer box, it
was like a Star Wars fan waiting in line to meet Harrison
Ford. Everyone was geeking out over their love of Jesus,
and excitement to see Pope Francis. Everyone who attend-
ed from the diocese went with the same goals and got along
so well.”

Susan Keller, St. Timothy

“For me, WYD in Lisbon was building up a theme of

= = “Rise Up and Pursue the Joy” even when you feel tired.

YE_“OW mEt?IIIc _‘Nlth & - This theme was used from the Opening Mass by Cardinal

]et black interior. | y Patriarch of Lisbon, Manuel Clemente to the Papal

Welcoming to the Way of the Cross to the Saturday Vigil

and to the Final Mass at Park Tejo with Our Holy Father,
Pope Francis.

The Rise Up message was the theme in WYD. It was
even used during catechesis with young people by the dif-
ferent Bishops of the Universal Church. Catechesis was
done in the form of questions and answers just like the
Synod on Synodality between bishops and young people of
the universal Church from Wednesday through Friday,
culminating with the Sunday Mass. It was an amazing
experience. I cried throughout the entire week. This event
is where young people of the universal Church learn
about their faith in a practical way. There was hands-
on catechesis going on. During World Youth Day, I was able
to build and grow my faith from our bishops, the Holy
Father and the different communities of the Universal
Church.”

Isaak Isaak, Co-director, Office of Catechesis and Evangelization

“It is amazing how many people unite for this event.
Although the crowds cause headaches, you know the per-
son next to you is united in the same faith. It is beautiful to

see people from across the world giving the sign of peace
together at Mass and trading trinkets from home. I have

" DRAWING AT 9PM MON, 9/04 Emily Scheper, St. Henry
ca s h o0 SEERINOTIBE PEE SENT S0V Due to air travel delays and difficulties many of the Diocese

®

left both world youth day events certain of God’s presence

despite challenges. Even though life causes suffering, at

least we are suffering together. This is made evident as

thousands of people sit baking in the sun or squished

together to get on public transportation. I return home

o r 5 o o o o 1 LT, ® L v ® D I refreshed in my faith with great stories to share of God’s

5313 MADISON PIKE, INDEPENDENCE, KY of Covington pilgrims to World Youth Day had not
= returned home as of this publication of the Messenger. The
TO pur Chas e t’ Cke tS, 2 = Messenger will attempt to catch up with the pilgrims
Oor Vvisi t s n e s ﬂ n m and share more of their photos and reflections in a future
| |

amazing church.”
edition.

call 859.363.4311
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2023 World Youth Day

(Continued from page 1)

for over an hour Aug. 2, during which they
“dialogued about this plague” of abuse, the
pope said.

The pope celebrated Mass with 1.5 million
young people sprawled across Lisbon’s river-
side Tejo Park Aug. 6 and told them not to be
afraid of pursuing their great dreams to
change the world.

In addition to listening the testimonies of
young people and fielding questions from
some of them during public events, Pope
Francis had a chance for more direct interac-
tions with several young people during the
trip. He heard the confessions of three pil-
grims and ate lunch with a group of 10 young
people Aug. 4.

The pope later shared that he spoke to one
young man who had previously considered
taking his own life and said youth suicide is a
problem today, noting the challenge is espe-
cially prevalent in places where universities
and the job market are very demanding.

After the closing Mass, the pope announced
that Seoul, South Korea, would be the location
for the next World Youth Day in 2027, drawing
great applause from the South Korean delega-
tions scattered throughout the crowd.

The previous morning, Pope Francis visit-
ed the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, where
he again put aside his prepared remarks and
spoke off the cuff, focusing on Mary and skip-
ping over an expected prayer for peace in the
world.

He later said that “I prayed to Our Lady;,
and I prayed for peace” before a statue of Our
Lady of Fatima, but “I did not advertise.”

In the shrine’s Chapel of the Apparitions,
marking the exact spot where the three
Portuguese children claimed to see Mary in
1917, he said the open-air chapel “is like a
beautiful image of the church, welcoming,
without doors, so that all can enter.”

The Messenger contributed to this article.
For reflections from Diocesan pilgrims, see page
6.
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Day 2 of World Youth Day 2023 found the pilgrims up early to be among the first
to arrive in Fatima. (below) The group visited the homes of the Fatima
visionaries and met-up with (above) Bishop John Iffert for a private Mass in the
Fatima chapel.

(left) On Saturday, Diocesan pilgrims camp out under a bridge waiting for the
arrival of Pope Francis and the evenings events.
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New teacher orientation
Over 65 new teachers arrived at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,
Aug. 1, for new teacher orientation. (right) Kendra McGuire, superintendent
of Schools, welcomed the new educators and led them through a series of
inspirational talks and videos on the importance of creating positive and
transformational relationships with students. Dale Henson, chief financial
officer, went over the onboarding process and how to sign up for benefits.
Julie Feinauer, director, Office of Safe Environment, discussed how to
identify the signs of abuse and abuse reporting procedures, as well as best
practices for protecting their own reputation online.

™

)

Parish Secretary meeting
(above) Jamie Schroeder, chancellor,
welcomed parish secretaries, Aug. 3,
for their quarterly meeting. This
meeting focused on the With One
Heart program. While the schedule
and milestones of the program are
not new secretaries, Mrs. Schroeder
focused on the important work
secretaries do in supporting pastors
and parishioners. She also shared
with the secretaries the three
priorities that the With One Heart
Planning Commission had identified
and that Bishop John Iffert has
included in the Diocesan Pastoral
Plan. The next parish secretary
meeting is scheduled for Oct. 18.
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Diocesan teachers’ primary mission is sharing the Catholic faith

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Teachers, catechists and religious educators from
across the Diocese of Covington were invited to partici-
pate in a professional development workshop, August 3-5,
at St. Barbara Parish in Erlanger.

Teachers were asked to register for and attend sessions
based on the grade level they taught — but every session
had the same theme, “The Mission of Sharing the Catholic
Faith.”

o

(above) Dr. James Pauley, professor of theology at the
Franciscan University of Steubenville, presents to diocesan
teachers at the third through fifth grade professional
development workshop.

(right) Diocesan teachers pause for a moment of reflection
in the midst of their workshop.

55™ ANNUAL

sUMMER
FESTIVAL

—

215 E. 4TH 5T.
AUGUSTA, KY

1. AUGUSTINE

The workshops were held and presented by the dioce-
san office of Catechesis and Evangelization, alongside the
Department of Catholic Schools and in collaboration with
the Sophia Institute for Teachers — whose mission is the
professional, spiritual development of teachers and educa-
tors.

During the workshop, teachers and educators were
invited to reflect on the “importance of sharing the
Catholic faith in schools and parishes,” and time was given
for those present at the workshops to collaborate with their
colleagues and participate in both formal and informal dis-
cussions.

After a brief address and welcome from diocesan super-
intendent of Schools, Kendra McGuire, Ingrid Waldstein
of the Sophia Institute for Teachers began the workshops
with prayer, reflections and discussions based on scrip-
ture.

Following Mrs. Waldstein was Dr. James Pauley, the
workshops’ keynote speaker and a theology professor in
the education department of the Franciscan University of
Steubenville.

“We’re moving deeper into a new cultural situation,”
said Dr. Pauley, referring to a movement from the promi-
nence of ‘cradle Catholics’ and a general Catholic culture
in public society, “...and, now, especially within our
Catholic schools, we have to move to a new way of inviting
people into an intentional discipleship because those cul-
tural supports are in the past.”

“So, why is this mission of discipleship so important?,”
Dr. Pauley asked, “This is the mission of the Church that
has been entrusted to us by Jesus himself ... discipleship

has a sacramental dimension to it, and also a catechical
dimension to it — and both of these are at the very heart
of what happens in a Catholic school.”

ORG-0000M7
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National Eucharistic Pilgrimage connects
Catholics across U.S. to 2024 Congress

Maria Wiering
OSV News

ST. PAUL, Minn. (OSV News) — Mike Wavra thinks of
the 2024 National Eucharistic Pilgrimage as “an opportu-
nity to walk with the Lord.”

He and his wife, Cindi, both 65-year-old retirees, plan to
join the pilgrimage at its northern launch point in
Minnesota in May 2024, and then walk for about a week,
before rejoining the pilgrims seven weeks later in

gelization, as well as a way to engage Catholics unable to
attend the Congress, said Tim Glemkowski, the National
Eucharistic Congress’ executive director.

“What the pilgrimage does is it builds us in prayerful
anticipation for what God is going to do at the Congress,”
he told OSV News May 5. “It’s two months of us pilgrimag-
ing, fasting, praying, interceding, asking the Lord to renew
his church, his bride, in those five days. ... They’re not two
different things. It’s one pilgrimage: five days of which

Seton Route

—

Indianapolis for the 10th National Eucharistic Congress.

The Wavras are among thousands of Catholics from
across the United States anticipated to participate in next
year’s pilgrimage to the Congress, part of the U.S. bishops’
three-year National Eucharistic Revival that began in 2021.
The pilgrimage has four routes, with one beginning in the
north, south, east and west of the country.

Pilgrims traveling in the “Eucharistic caravans” on all
four routes will begin their journeys with Pentecost week-
end celebrations May 17-18, 2024, leaving May 19. They will
all converge on Indianapolis July 16, 2024, the day before
the five-day Congress opens.

The pilgrimage is an opportunity for prayer and evan-

happen in a stadium in Indianapolis, and two months of
which happen across our country on the way there.”

Weekend stops in major cities will include special litur-
gies, Eucharistic adoration, processions and service
opportunities, Glemkowski said.

The northern “Marian Route” that the Wavras plan to
take begins in northern Minnesota at Lake Itasca, the
headwaters of the Mississippi River. The route follows the
river to St. Paul and Minneapolis, its first weekend stop.
Then the route heads south to Rochester, Minnesota, and
then east through La Crosse and Green Bay, Wisconsin. It
continues through Milwaukee, Chicago and Notre Dame,
Indiana, before arriving in Indianapolis.

The “Juan Diego Route”

Thursday, September 21« 4-7 p.m.
2344 Amsterdam Road, Villa Hills, KY

Bring a friend. There is no charge to attend.

Pw
\# CHI Living Communities.

Madonna Manor

Oktoberfest celebratlon'

Join us at Madonna Manor and enjoy food and beer trucks,
music, vendors, and more!

Call 859.426.6400 or visit CHILivingCommunities.org/MM.

begins more than 1,600
miles south of Lake Itasca
in Brownsville, Texas, at
the U.S.-Mexico border. It
will follow Texas’ eastern
border through Corpus

Christi and Houston, and continue through New Orleans;
Mobile, Alabama; Atlanta; Nashville, Tennessee; and
Louisville, Kentucky.

The “Seton Route” — named for St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, the first U.S.-born saint — begins in New Haven,
Connecticut, and continues through New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburgh, and
Steubenville, Columbus and Cincinnati, Ohio.

The “Junipero Serra Route” begins in San Francisco —
with hope of walking over the Golden Gate Bridge — and
continues through Reno, Nevada; Salt Lake City; Denver;
North Platte and Omaha, Nebraska; Kansas City, Kansas
and Missouri; and St. Louis.

At more than 2,200 miles long, the Junipero
Serra Route is the longest and most rigorous
route. Pilgrims will use transport to cross sec-
tions of their route, but the Rocky Mountains
and Great Plains are expected to be crossed on
foot.

Modern Catholic Pilgrim, a pilgrimage non-
profit with offices in Minnesota and California,
is organizing the national pilgrimage. Its
founder and president, Will Peterson, connects
the pilgrimage to the scriptural journey from
Jerusalem to Emmaus, where two of his disci-
ples met Jesus after the Resurrection. Luke 24
recounts how Jesus comforted them, and then
revealed himself in the breaking of the bread.

The routes include important Catholic sites
in the United States, such the 18th-century min-
istry of St. Junipero Serra in what is now
California, the Philadelphia tombs of St. John
Neumann and St. Katharine Drexel, and in
Wisconsin, the National Shrine of Our Lady of
Champion, the only approved Marian apparition
in the United States.

“People are going to reach an ‘Emmaus point’
at these spots along the way, and we want to sup-
port the local church,” Peterson said May 9.
“That’s where it’s such a great gift to coordinate
with like 65 dioceses to say, ‘How can we really
highlight the great sacred sites of your dio-
cese?”

Each pilgrimage route is expected to have 12
“perpetual pilgrims,” young adults, including

two seminarians, committed to traveling the entire route,
from their launch points to Indianapolis. Each route also
will include priest chaplains who will carry the Eucharist,
usually in a monstrance specially designed for the pilgrim-
age. While some chaplains may join the entire pilgrimage
route, others may join for segments of the journey,
Glemkowski said.

The faithful are invited to join the pilgrimage for hours,
days or weeks. Each day of the pilgrimage will begin with
Mass and a Eucharistic procession with the local commu-
nity before pilgrims continue the trek to their next stop-
ping point. Pilgrims joining the Eucharistic caravans for
short stretches will be responsible for arranging their own
food and overnight accommodations, although some
parishes along the routes may provide meals and lodging.

For information on the Eucharistic Revival including the
pilgrimage routes visit www EucharisticRevival.org. To
order tickets to and join others from the Diocese of Covington
at the Eucharistic Congress visit wwwcovdio.org.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY MONUMENT
Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate

3701 Winston Avenue * Covington, KY
(Ritte’s Corner in Latonia)
Customized/Personalized Service

+ Cemetery Lettering, Vases
+Bronze and Granite Markers

WWW. S(hott-rsnonumentécg 597any .com

Evening Appointments Available
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon
to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.

St. Mary'’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
offers Veneration of a relic of the True Cross, on the first
Friday of every month, from noon-1 p.m. Confessions are offered
concurrently. The monthly veneration is held in silence and con-
cludes with a blessing and the opportunity for the faithful to
come forward to personally venerate the True Cross relic. The
monthly veneration is sponsored by the Knights and Dames of
the Covington-Lexington section of the Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Notre Dame Urban Education Center, Covington, is seeking
adult and high school volunteers to tutor children in grades
K-9 in reading, English and math. For information, call (859) 261-
4487 or e-mail Sister Maria Therese at smtherese@nduec.org.
Volunteers 18 and older must be VIRTUS compliant.

The Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic Community sponsors
amonthly Third Tuesday prayer gathering, 7-8:45 p.m., Blessed
Sacrament Parish Center, Ft. Mitchell. Join us July 18 with praise
& worship music, teaching, witnesses, and healing prayers. For
information, call (859) 341-5932.

Knights of Columbus St. Timothy Council #15211 21st annual
golf tournament Aug. 19, 1:30 p.m., Boone Links Golf Course.
Cost is $110 per player; $400 foursome. Visit http://www.sttimoth-
ygolfouting.com.

To celebrate its parish feast day — the Queenship of Mary —
Mary, Queen of Heaven parish, Erlanger, hosts its annual
Queenship Rockin’ Eve event Aug. 19, 6:30-11 p.m. Three local
music acts performing: Floyd and Don duo, Marty Connor Music,
and Halfway Hammered. The annual parish picnic will be held
on Aug. 20. All are welcome.

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization in collaboration
with the Angelic Project invite all to attend a candlelight
Mass the first Friday of every month, 7 p.m. The next is Sept. 1,
St. Joseph Parish, Camp Spring. Confessions available at 6 p.m.; a
social for young adults ages 18-35 follows at 8 p.m.

The Class of 1963, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas, is celebrat-
ing its 60-year reunion. There is a luncheon planned for Sept.
10, 2023, 1 p.m., Summit Hills Country Club, Edgewood. Contact
Carol Clear Combs at: cleargirl1008@aol.com or (513) 253-9273.

Bishop John Iffert will celebrate Vespers, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2
p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, to
honor couples celebrating milestone wedding anniversaries —
1st, 25th, 50th, or 60+ — in 2023. Anniversary couples RSVP by
July 18 at covdio.org/wedding-vespers/ or contact Lisa Taylor at
(859) 392-1533 to register. Reservations are only required for
anniversary couples; family members and guests are welcome to
attend.

To celebrate its parish feast day — the Queenship of Mary —
Mary, Queen of Heaven parish, Erlanger, hosts its annual
Queenship Rockin’ Eve event Aug. 19, 6:30-11 p.m. Three local
music acts performing: Floyd and Don duo, Marty Connor Music,
and Halfway Hammered. The annual parish picnic will be held
on Aug. 20. All are welcome.

Newport Central Catholic High School invites families up to
the school hill, Sept. 3, for its 29th Family Fireworks Fest.
Food, drinks, and games begin at 5 p.m. and will continue until
the big blast. No cans, bottles or coolers will be permitted. Then
watch the Western & Southern/WEBN Labor Day fireworks from
one of the best views in Northern Kentucky. Admission is $5;
tickets can be purchased online at ncchs.com. Children age 6 and
under no charge. Limited $10 parking passes guaranteeing you
parking on the hill are on sale. Select handicap space if needed.
There are only 25 handicap spaces available. Contact Tessy Krebs

SERVICE IS OUR

PASSION.
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St. Thomas Parish,
Ft. Thomas, July 28,
6-11 p.m,;

July 29, 5-11 p.m.

Sts. Peter and Paul July Picnic,
Aug. 26, meals 2-8 p.m., picnic 2 -11

p.m.; Sept. 23, Octoberfest 6 -11 p.m.

Blessed Sacrament School
Boosters Corn Roast, Ft. Mitchell,

2023 Parish Festivals

St. Bernard Parish, Dayton, August
18, 6-11 p.m., August 19, 5-11 p.m.

St. Philip Golf Ball Drop and
Festival,

Melbourne, August 19,

5-11 p.m.

Holy Cross District High School,
Covington, Aug. 25, 6 p.m.—-midnight;
Aug. 26, 5:30 p.m.—-midnight

Erlanger,
September 8-10

St. Patrick School, Maysville,
Sept. 8, 6-10 p.m.; Sept. 9, 6-10 p.m.;
Sept. 10, 11 a.m.—3 p.m.

St. Timothy Oktoberfest, Union,
Sept. 15, 6-11 p.m,,

Sept. 16, 5:30 p.m.-12 a.m.,

Sept. 17 12:30-6 p.m.

August 11, 5:30-11:30 p.m.

St. Augustine Parish, Augusta,

St. Mary Parish, Alexandria,
August 11, 6 p.m.-12 a.m.,
August 12, 5 p.m.—-11 p.m.

Aug. 25-27

St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs,

4, 1-10 p.m.
August 11-13

St. Barbara Rocktoberfest,

at (859) 292-0001 ext. 528 or tkrebs@ncchs.com.

Save the date — Sept. 23, a day of recollection and explo-
ration into the interconnectedness of the mind, body and
soul at St. Joseph Heights, Park Hills, featuring speakers Msgr.
William Cleves, Kathy Kramer and Jessica Muehlenkamp. This
day will be one of growth and renewal. Cost is $65, which
includes the program materials, activities and a catered conti-
nental breakfast and lunch. For information e-mail holylisten-
ing24@gmail.com.

St. Joseph Church, Camp Springs, will be hosting their
Oktoberfish Fish Fries, October 7, 14 and 21, 4-7:30 p.m. Dine-in
and carry-out available, more information at www.stjosephcamp-
springs.org.

The Institute for Religious Liberty welcomes Stephanie
Barclay, director, Notre Dame Law School Religious Liberty
initiative, as the keynote speaker for its fall event, Oct. 19, 7
p.m., Steigerwald Hall in the Saints Center of Thomas More
University’s campus. Guest commentators include Holly
Hinckley Lesan, International Center for Law & Religion Studies
at Brigham Young University (BYU) Law School and Gary
Greenberg, retired principal in the Cincinnati law office of
Jackson Lewis P.C. and president of the Jewish Federation of
Cincinnati. For information visit thomasmore.edu/religiousliber-
ty

DCCH Children’s Home Flea Market, Ft. Mitchell, year-round,
8:30 a.m.— noon, Monday, Thursday, and Saturday; (Dec.— April,
Monday, Thursday and every 3rd Saturday). Donation drop-off
during Flea Market hours or at drop-off box anytime.

A faith-based support group, New Beginnings provides sepa-
rated and divorced individuals the opportunity for healing and
growth. In this group, participants find new understanding of
themselves and their relationships and gain courage to discover
new life. Registration is required. Visit https://covdio.org/new-
beginnings-2/ or call (859) 392-1500, ext.1592. The next session will
be held on consecutive Tuesdays, Aug. 29 - Oct. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Holy Trinity Elementary School, Bellevue.

Save the date for Thomas More University’s fall interfaith
event hosted by the Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson Ill 67 Institute for
Religious Liberty on Oct. 19, 2023. The event begins at 7 p.m. with
Stephanie Barclay as keynote speaker. Barclay directs Notre

St. Cecilia Parish, Independence,
Sept. 2, 5-11:30 p.m.; 3, 4-11:30 p.m.;

CDI Electric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

St. Agnes Parish,
Ft. Wright, September 22-24

St. Benedict Parish, Covington,
September 22-23

DCCH Center for Children &
Families, Sept. 30, 2-10 p.m.

Dame University’s Law School’s Religious Liberty Initiative,
which promotes freedom of religion or belief for all people
through advocacy, student formation, and scholarship. More
details to come. Visit thomasmore.edu/religiousliberty for more
information.

Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples at all
stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This
program can help you, too. For confidential information or to reg-
ister for the September 2023 program beginning Sept. 8-10, call
(513) 486-6222, or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

A festival of life
The St. Pius X Respect Life table was set up once again this
year at the St. Pius X festival and it went over very well.
The intent is to share the joy of choosing life by giving away
helium balloons to the little ones. An assortment of other
Pro-Life items were also shared, including magnets, silicone
bracelets, window clings, stickers and yard signs. The
parish’s Pro-Life ministry also used the opportunity to share
information about Pro-Life organizations and resources.

CHEF BARONE’S
CATERING

*Parties *Weddings
*Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
*25 To 1000 People

“Our Foods Taste Good”

Serving Greater Cincinnati

Call Jill
491-6391

1640 Dixie Highway

Park Hills, Ky.
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Catholic couple alleges state denied them
foster parenting chance over religious beliefs

Kate Scanlon,
OSV News

WASHINGTON — A Massachusetts couple alleged the
commonwealth denied them the opportunity to foster or
adopt children into their family due to their religious
beliefs.

Becket, a Washington-based religious liberty law firm,
said Aug. 8 it is representing Mike and Kitty Burke,
prospective foster and adoptive parents who said they are
Catholic and were allegedly denied the ability to partici-
pate in the program due to their religious beliefs about
marriage, sexuality, and gender.

Mike Burke is an Iraq war veteran, Becket’s statement
said, while Kitty Burke is a former paraprofessional for
children with special needs; the couple run a business and
perform music for Mass. They said they began applying to
become foster and eventually adoptive parents, but claim
the state disqualified them over their religious views.

“After months of interviews and training, and after
years of heartbreak, we were on the verge of finally
becoming parents,” the couple said in a joint statement.
“We were absolutely devastated to learn that
Massachusetts would rather children sleep in the hallways
of hospitals than let us welcome children in need into our
home.”

Lori Windham, vice president and senior counsel at
Becket, said in a statement, “It takes the heroic effort of
parents like Mike and Kitty to provide vulnerable children
with loving homes through foster care.”

“Massachusetts’ actions leave the Burkes, and families
of other faiths, out in the cold. How can they explain this
to children waiting for a home?” she said.

According to Becket, the Burkes underwent training
and interviews in their application process, receiving high
marks from instructors; however, during home interviews,
the couple received questions about their Catholic faith’s
beliefs about sexual orientation and gender dysphoria.
The couple responded they would love and accept any
child into their home, regardless of the child’s future sex-
ual orientation or potential struggles with gender identity.

However, the couple allege their application was reject-
ed after their home study called their religious views “not
supportive.” They claim the Massachusetts Department of

Here to lend a hand.

(St @m/g@

Children and Families, or DCE, offi-
cials said that despite their
strengths as applicants, their
answers about sexuality and gender
prevented them from being licensed.

In their Aug. 8 filing with the U.S.
District Court for Massachusetts,
the Burkes’ attorneys stated, “As
faithful Catholics, the Burkes
believe that all children should be
loved and supported, and they
would never reject a child placed in
their home. They also believe that
children should not undergo proce-
dures that attempt to change their
God-given sex, and they uphold
Catholic beliefs about marriage and
sexuality.”

The filing cited U.S. Supreme
Court precedent which “unani-
mously — rejected the attempt to
exclude Catholic foster care agen-
cies from the child welfare system,”
and a 3rd US. Circuit Court of
Appeals decision holding “the First
Amendment prohibits retaliation
against foster parents for sharing
their religious beliefs on marriage.”

“Exclusion of Catholic couples is
equally unconstitutional,” the brief
argued, saying the DCF’s rules
would extend to Muslims, Jews and
Christians with similar beliefs,
meaning “any Massachusetts family
with similar religious beliefs on
human sexuality will be banned
from ever fostering or adopting chil-
dren through Massachusetts’ child
welfare system.”

The Massachusetts DCF did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment from OSV News on the
case.

COMMU

Charlie's Club,

Adult Day Health Program

OSV News photo/courtesy Becket

Mike and Kitty Burke of Massachusetts are pictured in an undated photo. Becket,
a Washington-based religious liberty law firm, said Aug. 8 it is representing the
Catholic couple, prospective foster and adoptive parents, who allege they were
denied the ability to participate in the commonwealth’s fostering/adoption
program due to their religious beliefs about marriage, sexuality and gender.

GAMESTARTS |,

6:30 '

grorence Yy

Presents the annual

\\; et

Monday - Friday
8am - 5:30pm

All proceeds from the sale of the player's

autographed jersey will benefit | Have Wings

Breast Cancer Foundation

JOIN US IN HONORING SURVIVORS ON
THEFIELD AT THE7TH INNING STRETCH!!!

Attention survivors! Contact Florence Y'all's
for your free ticket (859) 594-4487
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Biden administration criticized over abortion rule
in law meant to protect pregnant workers

Kate Scanlon
OSV News

WASHINGTON — The Biden administration has
drawn criticism for its inclusion of abortion in a proposed
rule for a bipartisan law guaranteeing protections for preg-
nant workers that had the support of Catholic, pro-life and
Republican leaders.

The bipartisan Pregnant Workers Fairness Act was
passed by Congress Dec. 27, 2022, signed into law by
President Joe Biden Dec. 29 and went into effect in June.
The law prohibits employment practices that discriminate
against making reasonable accommodations for qualified
employees due to their pregnancy, childbirth or related
medical conditions.

A rule proposed by the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission Aug. 7 governing the implementation of that
law contains broad language including abortion among
“related medical conditions,” and the potential circum-
stances for which employers may have to grant workplace
accommodations, which can include time off or additional
rest breaks.

In a statement, EEOC Chair Charlotte A. Burrows said
the new law “is a step forward for workers, families and
the economy. This important new civil rights law promotes
the economic security and health of pregnant and postpar-
tum workers by providing them with access to support on
the job to keep working, which helps employers retain crit-
ical talent.”

Burrows said the EEOC welcomed the public “to pro-
vide meaningful feedback about how the proposal would
impact workplaces and ways to assist employers and work-
ers in understanding the law.”

The rule defines “pregnancy, childbirth, or related med-
ical conditions” as inclusive of “current pregnancy, past
pregnancy, potential pregnancy, lactation (including
breastfeeding and pumping), use of birth control, men-
struation, infertility and fertility treatments, endometrio-
sis, miscarriage, stillbirth, or having or choosing not to
have an abortion, among other conditions.”

Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., a medical doctor who is the
ranking member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions Committee and worked to pass the legisla-
tion with Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., said in a statement the
Biden administration “has gone rogue.”

“These regulations completely disregard legislative
intent and attempt to rewrite the law by regulation,”
Cassidy said. “The Biden administration has to enforce the
law as passed by Congress, not how they wish it was
passed. The Pregnant Workers Fairness Act is aimed at
assisting pregnant mothers who remain in the workforce
by choice or necessity as they bring their child to term and
recover after childbirth. The decision to disregard the leg-
islative process to inject a political abortion agenda is ille-
gal and deeply concerning.”

Many pro-life advocates, including the U.S. bishops,
supported the legislation, but criticized the proposed regu-
lation.

In a statement, Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of
Arlington, Virginia, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, said
the bishops supported the bipartisan Pregnant Workers
Fairness Act “because it enhanced the protection of preg-
nant mothers and their preborn children, which is some-
thing that we have encouraged Congress to prioritize.”

“The Act is pro-worker, pro-family, and pro-life,” Bishop
Burbidge said. “It is a total distortion to use this law as a
means for advancing abortion, and the complete opposite
of needed assistance for pregnant mothers.”

Bishop Burbidge said the EEOC’s proposed interpreta-
tion of the legislation to “include accommodations for
obtaining an abortion is wrong and contrary to the text,
legislative history, and purpose of the Act, which is to help
make it possible for working mothers to remain gainfully
employed, if desired, while protecting their health and
that of their preborn children.”

“We are hopeful that the EEOC will be forced to aban-
don its untenable position when public comments submit-
ted on this regulation demonstrate that its interpretation
would be struck down in court,” he said.

In a statement, Alliance Defending Freedom senior

OSV News photo/Tyler Orsburn, CNS

A pregnant woman is seen outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington in this 2016 file photo. On Aug. 8, 2023, Bishop Michael F.
Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, objected to a
proposed interpretation of the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act to include accommodations for obtaining an abortion.

counsel Julie Marie Blake said “Congress sought to help
pregnant workers, not force employers to facilitate abor-
tions.”

“The Biden administration is hijacking a bipartisan
law that doesn’t even mention abortion to forcibly require
every employer in America to provide ‘reasonable accom-
modations’ for their workers’ elective abortions,” Blake
said. “The administration’s unlawful proposal violates
state laws protecting the unborn and employers’ pro-life
and religious beliefs. The administration doesn’t have the

legal authority to smuggle an abortion mandate into a
transformational pro-life, pro-woman law. Alliance
Defending Freedom stands ready to continue defending
unborn lives and to oppose this egregious federal over-
reach.”

EEOC said the rule will be published for public com-
ment in the Federal Register Aug. 11. Members of the pub-
lic wishing to comment on the proposal will have 60 days
from the date of publication to do so by visiting regula-
tions.gov.

St. Vincent de Paul NKY Vehicle
Donation Program

Donating your car is easy!

Donating your vehicle provides meals, beds and hope to our neighbors in need. Giving a
vehicle of Hope to St. Vincent de Paul NKY is hassle free. We make it easy by handling the
pickup, paperwork and provide a tax receipt *Consult your tax advisor.

Schedule your free &
convenient pick-up.

Receive a donation
receipt. That’s it!

Simply call or complete our
online donation form.

Call: 859-426-2649 or visit: www.svdpnky.org to get started.
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Monthly ‘candlelight Masses’

(Continued from page 1)

“Our churches’ architectural history precedes the
invention of electricity;,” said Mr. Torline, noting the fluo-
rescent lighting of most modern church buildings. “That’s
not what the building was built for — it was built to be lit
by candlelight or natural sunlight ... it’s just a new way
for,” quite literally, “people to come experience Mass in a
new light and hopefully get them to reconnect with Jesus’s
real presence in the Mass.”

“In today’s culture,” adds Dave Cooley, co-director of
L the diocese’s Office of Catechesis and
(top) Father Martin Pitstick, Evangelization, “a lot of young people don’t

pastor, Divine Mercy Parish, get to see the beauty that used to be part of
Bellevue, incenses the altar, litby  gyeryday life back in olden times. I think
candlelight. . that it’s something everyone is yearning for,
(bottom) Brad Torline (center), and looking for, and they’re not getting it
Angelico Project director, stands anywhere.”

alongside young adults following “It’s the Catholic Church that has always

one of the Friday candlelit been the premier beauty in the world,” adds
Masses. Mr. Cooley, “and so, there’s a reason why
young adults and kids of all ages are drawn
to the beauty of the Mass the way it was supposed to be. So,
in a way; it’s a gift to be able to go to a candlelight Mass.”

While the monthly Masses are catered to young adults,
all are invited, encouraged and welcomed to attend. The
Masses, which are hosted on the first Friday of every
month, September through May, begin at 7 p.m. with con-
fessions available beforehand starting at 6 p.m.

A committee of young adults put in charge of organiz-
ing the monthly Masses also host a social with food and
drink available following the Mass at 8 p.m. “The social,”
Mr. Torline notes, “is just for young adults,” with the age
range going from 18 to 35.

Candlelight Masses

. Held first Fridays, September through May.
w U Confessions at 6 p.m., Mass at 7 p.m. and
W young adult social at 8 p.m.

Established by the St. Charles Community Sept. 1, S_t-_Joseph PariSh.' Camp Spring
Oct. 6, Divine Mercy Parish, Bellevue

Nov. 3, St. Patrick Parish, Maysville
Dec. 1, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs

A Iittle help Can make Jan. 5, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright

Feb. 2, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring

a big difference. March 1, Sts. Boniface and James Parish,

Ludlow
- : . n April 5, All Saints Parish, Walton
R e Liste ning. May 3, St. Pius Parish, Edgewood

Ccaring.
Helping. ] [\\ W
Providing the MECHAWICAL, .
tools for seniors o) 2011100
and families to pitmicalcon g
+ Electric s — - =
3703 Winston Ave, Latonia KY navigate aging T -y |
859) 261-0746 A puranaa
( ) services. st ‘
Residential Service Experts Since 1987

seniorresource@stchariescommunity.org

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

319 FAIRFIELD AVE. SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
BELLEVUE, KY 41073 & TIRE ROTATION Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.

859-261-3636 \ :
¢ D, ul Mgst
3 &t N Vehicles 589_95 921 Dudley Road ;
g . We SERVICE all Makes and All Models! Edgewood, KY 41017 ! |
859) 341-6666 i H
QretetCete ettt ToE QO INFINITL (859)

J EWETLERS | tmmernenmmaes We now stock a complete line of home
CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932 : 1945 Dixie Hwy Fort Wright KY 41011 health aides that include elevated toilet
SPECIALIZING IN REFURBISHED HIGH END WATGHES, MEW AND ESTATE . itk u ca" us at 888'902'4731 Seats, grab bars and personal Showers.

JEWELRY, AND A LARGE SELECTION OF GIA CERTIFIED DIAMONDS.
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Don’t be afraid to change the world, pope tells youths at WYD closing Mass

Catholic News Service
To end “Catholic Woodstock” — as World Youth Day has
been called by the Portuguese press — Pope Francis told
1.5 million weary-eyed and sleep-deprived young people in
Lisbon not to let their “great dreams” of changing the
world be “stopped by fear.” In his homily for the closing
Mass of World Youth Day Aug. 6, the pope asked for “a bit
of silence” from the pilgrims who, after staying overnight
in Lisbon’s Tejo Park following the previous night’s vigil,
at 6 a.m. were already dancing to techno music mixed by a
DJ priest before the pope’s arrival. “Let’s all repeat this
phrase in our hearts: ‘Don’t be afraid,”” he told the hushed
crowd. “Jesus knows the hearts of each one of you, the
successes and the failures, he knows your hearts,” Pope
Francis said. “And today he tells you, here in Lisbon for

this World Youth Day: ‘Don’t be afraid.””

As dawn broke over the riverside park, pilgrims
emerged from tents, tarps and sleeping bags to prepare for
Mass. Violeta Marovic, 19, from Chicago, told Catholic
News Service that the pilgrims spent the 10 hours between
the previous night’s vigil and the papal Mass “sleeping
very little,” dancing, playing games and exchanging gifts
with other young people from around the world; she was
wearing bracelets given to her by pilgrims from Italy and
Poland.

At the front of the crowd, which extended across both
banks of Lisbon’s Trancao River, 30 cardinals, 700 bishops
and 10,000 priests concelebrated the Mass with Pope
Francis. Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
was seated in the front row.Cardinal Manuel do
Nascimento Clemente of Lisbon thanked the pope for
making World Youth Day an opportunity for young people

to come together and build a better tomorrow “after a pan-
demic that has confined them and otherwise distanced
them from each other and from the best (version) of them-
selves.”

Cardinal Kevin Farrell, prefect of the Dicastery for
Laity, the Family and Life, which organizes World Youth
Day, thanked Pope Francis for bringing together in Lisbon
young people “who have been pilgrims of peace in times in
which many, too many, wars are being fought in so many
parts of the world.”

Before revealing the location of the next World Youth
Day, Pope Francis invited young people to travel to Rome
for a youth celebration during the Holy Year 2025. The next
World Youth Day, to take place in 2027, he continued, “will
be in South Korea, in Seoul,” he said to cheers from the
sizeable groups of Koreans scattered in the crowd.

Step 3: Your account becomes active
when your background check, VIRTUS
session and Acceptance Form are posted on
your account. You will receive 12 bulletins
per year. You will receive e-mail notices at
system@pub.virtus.org unless your
computer program blocks them.

and password. If your account is suspended B Monday, August 14, 6:30-9 p.m.,
contact your primary location where you St. Barbara Parish, Sterling Event
volunteer or are employed. Your primary Center, Erlanger

location contact information is found under
your Contact Tab.

VIRTUS Training:

Protecting God’s Children for Adults Safe
Environment Trainings

or all employees and volunteers of the on Registration. Follow the prompts to
Diocese of Covington who in any way create an account and to request a back-
provide a safe environment for children. ground check. Selection.com is a secure site;
Step 1: Contact parishischool the background check is posted on your

institution leader to review the Poliies  a¢count and you receive a copy if you

and Procedures and fill out the Application requesjt it.during the registration. IOk,
and Acceptance Forms. You will sign up for a VIRTUS training class

B Sunday, Sept. 10, 1-3:30 p.m,,
St. Edward School, Cafeteria, Cynthiana

Note: If your Training Tab is missing or
you cannot access your account, contact
your parish, school or institution.

B Sunday, August 13, 1-3:30 p.m., Notre
Dame Academy, Room 112, Park Hills
(Spanish)

Bulletins:

B August bulletin: posted Sunday,

during the registration.
Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org and click

August 6; due Tuesday, Sept. 5.

www.virtusonline.org, enter you user id

For other difficulties, contact Marylu
Steffen at (859) 392-1500 or
msteffen@covdio.org

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

« All Types of Drains

« Problem Lines

« Preventive Maintenance

+ Sump Pump Lines

- Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS CONCRETE WORK
¢French Drains ¢Swales +Driveways
+Culverts +Catch Basins | #Patios
+Downspout ¢Channel +Stamped

Extensions Drains +Cleaning & Sealing

EXCAVATING - GRADING - TRENCHING
RETAINING WALLS - BOBCAT WORK - GRAVEL DRIVES
STUMP GRINDING - WATER LINE REPLACMENT

Residential (859) 815-0779

5t. Barbara Parishioner

Free Estimates

Commercial Fully Insured

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #M0OATS4

PLUMBING- HEATING-AIR CONDITIONING -INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

® ;.f;!.'.!;?.ﬂz'.'...

Plumbing - Heating - Air

The Family Owned Company

ﬁmen’m s Chotce in Homecare.

U/%An gels!

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS  HEATING SYSTEMS © AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS

* New installations ¢ Repair all makes and models
* Clean & Service * Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 o — = ﬂYORK

INSTALL CONFIDENCE
www.arcelechvac.com

sed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

KELLY BROS.

LUMBER + DESIGN CO. | EST. 1947

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. ¢ Covington KY e 581-0400

TREE SPECIALIST
Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

Call or Text (859) 308-9843

BLAU Call Chuck at the Messenger
MECHANICAL, INC. o place your ad

Heating & Piping in the SHOPPER'S GUIDE.
Hot Water Steam Vapor (859) 392-1572

1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Auto Home Life Retirement

Josh Carter, CIC
Agency Owner
859-341-2662
joshcarter@allstate.com

St. Barbara Parishioner

1838 Florence Pike
Burlington, KY

0000

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability.
© 2020 Allstate Insurance Company. All Rights Reserved.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE CLEANING

Isn't it time you come clean? We don't cut

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING

New installations, maintenance and tree

removal. Find us at GoesslingLandscaping.com

Call Norb at (859) 912-0340

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Moore’s Painting

The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

CAFETERIA MANAGERS-
DIOCESE OF COVINGTON SCHOOL
LUNCH PROGRAM

The Diocese of Covington School Lunch Program is
currently seeking dedicated Cafeteria Managers to join our
team at Sts. Peter and Paul, and St. Joesph, Crescent
Springs. The important role of Cafeteria Manager
contributes to the successful operation of our school lunch
program, ensuring the provision of nutritious meals to our
students.

We offer competitive compensation and benefits packages
for eligible employees. Exact details will be discussed during
the interview process.

To apply please go to www.covdio.org/employment, School
Related Openings, Employment Application Non-Teacher,
send completed application to: Diocese of Covington Attn:
Laura Hatfield SLP Director, 1125 Madison Ave. Covington
Ky. 41011,

5TH GRADE TEACHER
NEEDED

Saint Agnes, a K-8 school in Fort Wright, Kentucky,
is currently interviewing for a full-time 5th grade
teacher. This teacher is responsible for developing
high-level lesson plans, delivering group and individual
instruction within established curriculum guidelines, and
collaborating with colleagues. Interested candidates
should submit a cover letter, resume, and references to
Erin Redleski at eredleski@saintagnes.com.

| WANT TO BUY A CAR

Subcompact/compact car. Under 10,000 miles.
Good condition. Local driving only
Contact Sarah (859) 640-5616 or segood03@gmail.com

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront
Condominium Rentals

RO = 1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
)“ house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or
I text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

The Bill & Betsy

Jcﬁe&m
Care Center

We are HIRING!

As a medical model adult day care, we also provide daily
transportation to and from not only our center, but also for
individuals who have jobs in the community and
we need you!

We have a part time transportation position open 15-20
hours per week. Duties includes daily maintenance of
buses, some light maintenance work and PRN driving
(coverage for vacations, etc.) Hourly rate $15.50 per hour
for daily duties, $17 per hour for PRN driving duties.
Ability to drive a bus a must. This is a wheelchair lift
accessible bus. Does not require a CDL. No holidays, no
weekends, no evenings! Training provided. Contact Kym
Hodge, Transportation Manager at
859-525-1128 or email her at khodge(@csadultday.org

SEE THE ABLE, NOT THE LABEL

Part of The Point/Are Family of Programs

Adult Day Health Care &
Medicaid Transportation

31 Spiral Drive, Florence, Ky

THE NOTRE DAME URBAN
EDUCATION CENTER

Is looking for Tutors and students. If you love seeing
children learn and have a couple hours a week free,
NDUEC is a great place to volunteer.

If your child struggles to get their homework completed
each day NDUEC is the place for them.

Tutoring sessions begin September 5th, runs
Monday-Thursday 3-5. If interested in either one
please call 859-261-4487 for more information.

The Bill & Betsy

C,j’c/ze&en
Care Center

We are HIRING!

We are a medical model adult day care with nursing
support. We are looking for a medical records clerk who
has experience with medicaid, can take instructions from
nursing and can also perform light secretarial/receptionist

work. We need you!

We have a position open that is 9 - 3:30 pm Monday -
Wednesday and 8 am - 4:30 pm on Thursday and Friday.
No weekends, holidays or evenings! Duties includes daily
maintenance and upkeep of medical record charts, assisting
nursing with monthly forms, light secretarial work and
coverage of the front desk on Thursday and Friday. Hourly
rate $15.50 per hour. Training regarding our medicaid
waiver charts provided. Contact Lisa West, Executive
Director via email at lwest(@csadultday.org. Please send
resume for consideration.

SEE THE ABLE, NOT THE LABEL

31 Spiral Drive, Florence, Ky

Marco Island, FL
&-min. walk to beach. 1st floor fully furnished 2BR,
2 bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com
or (859) 801-8891 for pricing, pictures & availability.
View at EarlFranksFlooringFacebook.com

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on
placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1572

Good Job Remodeling LLC
and Ha n

Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

Job Opportunities
at Catholic Charities.

Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Covington is adding services
and growing, and this is an
exciting time to serve in our local Church. If you have a desire to work
in an environment where you can truly make a difference by serving
others, Catholic Charities seeks candidates to fill the following positions;

Mental Health School Counselor

We are seeking a part time (30 hours per week) counselor for our
School-Based Counseling Program for the upcoming school year from
August 16th, 2023, through May 31st, 2024. The position is 30 hours per
week or 75% FTE for 9% months. Necessary qualifications include MSW
or Master in clinical counseling and State Licensed (preferred) or license
eligibility; experience with assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of
youth; a demonstrated ability to engage with parents and school staff;
and solid record-keeping and organizational skills.

Catholic
Charities

Diocese of Covington

Mental Health Agency Counselor

We are seeking a full-time counselor for our agency's mental health
program. The position includes general counseling services to
individuals, couples and families. This is 40 hours a week, some evening

hours. Necessary qualifications include MSW or Master in clinical
counseling and State Licensed (preferred) or license eligibility,
experience with assessment, diagnosis, and treatment and solid
record-keeping and organizational skills.

Parish Kitchen, Weekend Staff

Parish Kitchen is a special ministry that serves a free lunch daily in
Covington to anyone hungry. We are looking for one or more
individuals to work part-time on weekends who feel a call to serve
within the context of this ministry, and who are capable of working
with the population we do. This is a paid position, working selected
Saturdays and Sundays from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.to help prepare a
meal, supervise volunteers who assist serving between 11:30 - 1:30 and
clean up after closing. Ideally, two Weekend staff work together to
oversee all aspects of this operation. Prior experience in one or more
would be a strong plus: food service, ministry, and social work. You may
be scheduled as few as once a month, or up to 4 or 5 times per month,
depending on your availability and need.

Additional details about each of the above opportunities can be found
on our website at https:/www.covingtoncharities.org/ews-events/
job-opportunities. Please contact Shannon Braun directly at
sbraun@covingtoncharities.org if you would like to learn more about
any of these opportunities.
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Sister Mary Eileen Bertsch died peacefully at Holy
Family Home, Melbourne, July 24. Born LaVerne Louise
in 1929 to Lawrence and Matilda (Heck) Bertsch of Cold
Spring, she was a professed member of the Congregation
of Divine Providence for almost 71 years.

Sister Eileen delighted in serving God through teach-
ing, a ministry that spanned 38 years. Missioned to Christ
the King School, Lexington in 1952, she returned the fol-
lowing year to Northern Kentucky.

While teaching elementary and high school students at
St. Thomas School, Ft.
Thomas until 1965, she
also completed her
B.A. (Villa Madonna

College, 1959) and
M.Ed. (Xavier
University, 1965). She
credited business

courses taken over the
summer of 1954 as
“the beginning of my
teaching career in the
business field,” and
that fall taught typing
and shorthand to jun-
iors and seniors at St.
Thomas.

Bookkeeping, reli-
gion, and English were
added to her teaching
repertoire when she
was missioned to Our
Lady of Providence
Academy, Newport (1965-1967). She also served as secre-
tary for Covington’s diocesan marriage tribunal from
1958-1959.

“I always loved to teach,” said Sister Eileen. After a
year at Lexington Catholic High School, Sister was sent to
Good Shepherd School in Frankfort. She said this period
(1968-1970) was “one of the most beautiful and growing
times of my life.” Following the high school’s closure, she
returned to Our Lady of Providence Academy.

She named her “baptism in the Holy Spirit” in 1972 as
the biggest change of her life, saying with St. Paul: “I live
now not I, but Christ lives in me.”

While making retreat in 1983, she discerned a clear and
strong call to minister to young children. From then until
her retirement to Holy Family Home (2012), her gentleness
and joy found expression among the first- and second-
graders she served as teacher or aide at St. Camillus
Academy, Corbin (1983-1987; 2001-2007); Immaculate Heart
of Mary School, Hebron (1987-2001); and St. Philip School,
Melbourne (2007-2012).

Sister Eileen moved to Holy Family’s Health Care
Center in 2018.

She will be missed by her religious community, the
Sisters of Divine Providence; her sisters Margie Stormer
and Eileen Feldman; her brother Charles; and her many
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. Her brother Albert
preceded her in death.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated in the
Immaculate Conception Chapel, Holy Family Home,
Melbourne on Friday, July 28. Burial in the convent ceme-
tery followed. Memorials may be sent to the Congregation
of Divine Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY
41059.

Sister Mary Eileen
Bertsch, C.D.P.

Moving? Wrong address?
Call the circulation desk,
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Sister Joan Marie Boberg, CDP
(aka Sister Francis Xavier) died
peacefully at Holy Family Home on
July 29. She was a professed member
of the Congregation of Divine
Providence for almost 72 years.

Born in Covington, Ky. in 1932 to
John Theodore and Mildred
(Fagedes) Boberg, she made her first
profession of vows in 1951. Sister pro-
fessed final vows in 1956.

Missioned in 1951 to teach at
Christ the King School, Lexington,
Sister Joan Marie pursued her bach- [4)
elor’s degree by attending summer
classes at Villa Madonna College
(now Thomas More University).

After graduation in 1965, she
began work toward her master’s
(ML.Ed., Xavier University, 1970) while
adding the responsibilities of being a school principal to
her teaching work in the classroom, first at St. Francis
School in Pikeville (1965-1966), and then at Corpus Christi
School, Newport (1966-1969).

She served in Congregational ministry as Director of
Formation and influenced the spiritual formation of
many young sisters. Sister Joan Marie was then elected
Vicar-Councilor of her CDP Province (1973-1979) and, in
the following term, Provincial Superior (1979-1984).

In 1984, Sister Joan Marie began a year of sabbatical at
the University of Notre Dame, a blessed and happy time
during which she continued to discern the next step in
God’s plan for her.

A wonderful phase of Sister’s ministry began when
she was appointed Director of the Catholic Social
Services Bureau in 1985 by Bishop William Hughes, a
ministry through which she served God and God’s people
for the next two decades.

A very few highlights of her leadership during that
time include the establishment of Catholic Charities, Inc.,
as an umbrella organization for Catholic Social Services

Sister Joan Marie
Boberg, C.D.P.

and the Parish Kitchen to serve the needs
of the people of Northern Kentucky (1987);
expansion and renovation of the Parish
Kitchen (1997); and new and expanded
facilities for CSS in Latonia to better serve
clients (2004). She also oversaw the cre-
ation of the first CSS plan emphasizing the
treatment and prevention of substance
abuse and violence.

In many ways, Sister Joan Marie
became “the face of CSS in the communi-
ty” The City of Covington acknowledged
her prodigious contribution to the well-
being of the community by giving her the
7 key to the city and declaring August 26,
2005 “Sister Joan Marie Boberg, CDP Day.”

Sister Joan Marie also served for many
years as a trustee at St. Elizabeth Medical
Center; Director of the Commission for
Persons with Disabilities; a member of the
Social Concerns Committee for the
Catholic Conference of Kentucky; and was

a founding member of Associated Catholic Charities of
Kentucky.

She was known as a woman with “a passion for the

poor.” A deeply spiritual person and a brilliant adminis-
trator and organizer, Sister Joan Marie was most of all a
true woman of Providence. Sister retired from her last
ministry as Director of Pastoral Care at the community’s
Health Care Center in early 2023.

She will be deeply missed by her religious community;

the Sisters of Divine Providence; her sisters Pam (Mike)
Wagner and Lynn Mowery; her brother Jack (Gerry); and
her many nieces, nephews, friends and colleagues. Her

sisters Claire, LaVern Schute, Rose Welscher, Diane Beck;

and her brothers Ken, Nick, Dan, Rick and Steve preceded
her in death.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Mother
of God Church, Covington,Aug. 3. Interment of cremains
will be in the convent cemetery at a later date.

Memorials may be sent to the Congregation of Divine
Providence, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY 41059, or
to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Covington, 3629 Church
St., Covington, KY 41015.

Have the Diocese at your fingertips

Purchase the official 2023 Diocese of

Covington Catholic Directory

The directory features:
m Diocesan statistics

m Names and contact information for
all the priests of the Diocese

m Priest birthdays and ordination days

m Information on local communities of Women
Religious, including the names of Sisters

m Parish information including Mass and

confession times
m School information
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m Brief biographies of the Diocese’s 11 Bishops
m Plus an advertisers section for your next home project

Call Chuck at (859) 392-1572 or
e-mail Cbrinkman@covdio.org

(859) 392-1570 Only $20
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Pope’s peace day message to focus on ethical concerns over Al
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. . . CNS photo/Vatican Media Justin McLellan Vatican to consider the ethical development
Pope Francis meets leaders from the tech industry at the Vatican March 27, 2023. The Catholic News Service of Al and in January he addressed indus-

pope called for an “ethical and responsible” development of artificial intelligence. VATICAN CITY — Signaling the try leaders from companies such as

Vatican’s growing engagement in efforts to Microsoft and IBM as well as members of
ensure the ethical development of new the Jewish and Muslim communities dur-
00 000000000000 00000000000O0O0C0O0CGBOCBOCOCROCOCOCS technologies, the Vatican has announced ing a Vatican conference on ethics in Al

that “Artificial Intelligence and Peace” will At the end of the conference, Catholic,
be the theme for the next World Day of Jewish and Muslim representatives signed
St. Bernard Church

Peace, which is scheduled for Jan. 1, 2024. a declaration calling on Al researchers to
401 Berry Street e Dayton, KY

“The remarkable advances made in the engage with ethicists and religious leaders
CELEBRATING 167 YEARS IN DAYTON

field of artificial intelligence are having a to develop a framework for the ethical use
rapidly increasing impact on human activ- of Al
FRIDAY,AUG.18 SATURDAY, AUG.19
I 14
6-11 p.m. 5-11 p.m.

ity, personal and social life, politics and the The Vatican’s Aug. 8 statement under-
economy,” the Dicastery for Promoting scored that “the urgent need to orient the
Friday Night Live Music by The W2's (brother and sister acoustic guitar duo)
Saturday Night Recorded Music

Integral Human Development said in a concept and use of artificial intelligence in
statement released Aug. 8. a responsible way, so that it may be at the
FESTIVAL WILL BE HELD ON CHURCH GROUNDS BETWEEN CHURCH & RECTORY
RaffleseKid GameseRefreshments

“Pope Francis calls for an open dialogue service of humanity and the protection of
on the meaning of these new technologies, our common home, requires that ethical
Steak & Fish Sandwiches, Bratts, Metts, Hot Dogs and Bake Sale Items
$2.50 Beer and $1.00 Soft Drinks

endowed with disruptive possibilities and reflection be extended to the sphere of edu-
ambivalent effects,” the statement said. cation and law.”

The pope, it continued, “recalls the need It added that human dignity and a con-
to be vigilant and to work so that a logic of cern for fraternity are “indispensable con-
violence and discrimination does not take ditions for technological development to
root in the production and use of such help contribute to the promotion of justice
devices, at the expense of the most fragile and peace in the world.”
and excluded; injustice and inequalities In an interview with the Spanish maga-
fuel conflicts and antagonisms.” zine Vida Nueva released Aug. 5, the pope

The World Day of Peace was inaugurat- said, “All these issues of Artificial
ed by St. Paul VI in 1968 and is celebrated Intelligence go over my head because of the
every Jan. 1, the feast of Mary, Mother of complexity they are reaching,” but said he
God. In recent editions, Pope Francis has is being “guided” by officials and experts
used the world day to call for inclusive ways  working with the Dicastery for Culture and

Jitney Bingo in AC/Smoke-free Hall, 7-10 both nights of overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic, cre-  Education.

AC Dining area also available ating dial?ﬂgue beftween ge(:ineraitionz,l pro- Yet, he added ‘;lllath“new techrllfolttzgies
. moting a culture of care and ecological con- have great potential; they are a gift from
MAJOR RAFFLE: $1 '500 IN PRIZES version. God and can give good fruits, but they need

(DRAWING SATURDAY NIGHT)
0000000000000000000000000000000000
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?o" gﬂﬁ% , o C a( INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

EVENTS AND CATERING

In March, the pope met with tech indus- to have heart, they need to be humanized.”
try leaders, ethicists and theologians at the

Are you ready to
sell your home?
As a seasoned
realtor, | kKnow
that preparing a
home

every detatl, every event, every tle Tree Trimming and Removal

Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls

859.442.7776 www.mchalescatering.com

for the market We offer many unique Wedding Venues in NKY .
can be _ ! and downtown Cincinnati Walks & Patios — Decks
SN inE; B . " ' he Grand and Pinnacle ballrooms Covington
That's why I'm Call me today to The Grand and Pinnacle ballro g
here to help! schedule o fras The Gardens of Park Hills tegm Al

the Children’s Miracle Network “helping local kids”. The Cincinnati Club Downtown Cincinnati

FOR RESULTS, CALL MARIE WIEDER The Center Ballroom at Fountain Square &
OF RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates
(859) 801-9762 Partner Venues ree

MARIE WIEDER, ABR, SFR, e-PRO Cincinnati Music Hall, Rhinegeist Brewery,
Parishioner Holy Cross Church The Prickel Barn Verona Ky.

T VT e T TSP Py Preferred Caterer at The Drees Pavilion and Devou Clubhouse El ndscape

(859) 781-1562 Excellence Since 1979
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Appeals court temporarily leaves
Biden asylum policy in place

WASHINGTON — A Biden administration policy restricting
asylum-seekers wanting to enter the U.S. at the southern bor-
der can temporarily remain in place, a federal appeals court
ruled Aug. 3, pausing a July order from a lower court blocking
the policy. The policy permits immigration authorities to deny
asylum to migrants who arrive at the U.S.-Mexico border with-
out first applying online or seeking asylum protections in a dif-
ferent country. A lower court in July blocked the policy, but
gave the Biden administration a two-week window to appeal.
The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals then voted 2-1 to place a
temporary stay on the lower court’s ruling while litigation pro-
ceeds. The court will likely consider the policy in late
September. Catholic immigration groups and the U.S. bishops
have objected to the policy, sometimes referred to as the asylum
ban, arguing it violates existing U.S. immigration law and
exposes those who may otherwise be eligible for asylum to
additional danger.

Judge blocks Illinois law targeting

pregnancy centers

ROCKFORD, Ill. — A federal judge has issued a preliminary
injunction against a new Illinois law, blocking the law’s restric-
tions on speech that was affecting the state’s 100 pregnancy
resource centers. Judge Iain D. Johnston of the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Western Division,
issued the injunction Aug. 3 in response to a suit challenging
the law filed by the Chicago-based Thomas More Society. The
Thomas More Society filed its lawsuit July 27, the same day
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, a Democrat, signed the law. The law-
suit seeks to keep Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul from
enforcing the Deceptive Practices of Limited Services
Pregnancy Centers Act (S.B. 1909), which declares both adver-
tising and counseling by the centers, including sidewalk coun-
seling, to be a “deceptive business practice.” Violation could
bring fines of up to $50,000. In an Aug. 3 statement, Peter
Breen, executive vice president and head of litigation for the
Thomas More Society, called the injunction “a strong, clear
message to the country that the First Amendment protects pro-
life speech.” The state has 30 days to appeal.

Lawsuit to block public funding for

nation’s first religious charter school

OKLAHOMA CITY — A lawsuit filed July 31 in Oklahoma
County District Court in Oklahoma City is seeking to block
state funding for what could become the nation’s first publicly
funded religious charter school if it survives the legal chal-
lenge. A state school board in Oklahoma voted in June to
approve an application by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
to establish the St. Isidore of Seville Virtual Charter School.
But some education activists and proponents of the separation
of church and state objected to the use of public funds for the
school, and filed a lawsuit asking a state court to block them.
Americans United for Separation of Church and State, the
American Civil Liberties Union, Education Law Center and
Freedom From Religion Foundation spearheaded the lawsuit,
OKPLAC, Inc. v. Statewide Virtual Charter School Board.
Rachel Laser, president and CEO of Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, said in a statement that “a
school that claims to be simultaneously public and religious
would be a sea change for American democracy.” Michael
Moreland, a professor of law and religion at Villanova
University, said that “the legal challenge to Oklahoma’s deci-
sion to allow a religiously affiliated charter school should fail.”
He said, “Oklahoma allows all manner of private entities to
run charter schools, including for-profit schools. Having done
S0, it is entirely permissible — indeed required — to allow reli-
gious schools to participate in the program.”

U.S. bishop pleads for hungry as

Russia attacks Ukraine’s grain

WASHINGTON — As Russia attacks Ukraine’s grain exports
— which feed millions in several nations — a U.S. bishop is
calling on global leaders to ensure food security. “Russia’s
recent decision no longer to allow Ukraine to export tons of
grain means more people are likely to go hungry,” said Bishop
David J. Malloy of Rockford, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on International Justice and
Peace, in an Aug. 7 statement. Last month, Russia walked away
from the Black Sea Grain Initiative, which expired July 17.
Brokered by the United Nations and Turkey in July 2022, the
agreement enabled vitally needed food supplies from Ukraine
to reach global markets amid Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, which was launched in February 2022 following
aggression begun in 2014. Global food prices soared as Russia
blocked Ukraine’s ports, preventing crucial agricultural
exports from the nation known as “Europe’s breadbasket.”

Bishop Malloy said he joined with Pope Francis “in calling on
global leaders to look beyond narrow national interests, focus
on the common good, and join in ensuring that critical food
supplies can flow to those most in need. ... The most vulnerable
are crying in hunger. With the compassion of Christ, we need
to heed their cries and help.”

In Lviyv, refugees find a place of rest,
and an unexpected mother

LVIV, Ukraine — In Lviv, Ukraine, Jesuit Refugee Services
has converted the former mansion of a wealthy businessman
into a home for some two dozen women and children fleeing
Russia’s brutal attacks on that nation. Executive Director Inga
Dul, who has become a beloved motherly figure to residents,
told OSV News the center initially housed a first wave of
immigrants from countries such as Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq
and Iran. House “alumni” who are now settled in other nations
have come to the aid of the current residents, she said. The
home enables its residents, who have come from some of the
most attacked regions of Ukraine, find some measure of safety,
said Dul. “Here I can relax. I don’t fear that noise, those
bombs,” another resident, speaking in English and declining to
give her name, told OSV News. “It’s not the same like in those
regions that are on the zero line (of the battles).” Yet the
wounds of war are deep and lingering, said Dul, who is work-
ing to expand psychological support for the women and chil-
dren. “One of the girls just starts crying without any reason,”
she said. “Another boy hides in the closet.” As they share their
struggles, the residents have become “like a family,” said one
woman, while another told OSV News through tears, “We are
all mothers here. We just want to have a future for our kids.”

Slovenian bishops urge prayer, sup-
port as nation battles historic floods

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia — Catholics in Slovenia are rallying
emergency aid and turning to prayer as record floods have rav-
aged that nation, Killing at least six and leaving hundreds home-
less. Heavy rains and flash floods over the past several days have
inflicted “the worst national disaster in Slovenia’s (recent) histo-
ry,” affecting “two-thirds of the country,” said Prime Minister
Robert Golob at an Aug. 5 national security meeting. Property
damage is, so far, estimated at $550 million, he said. Slovenia’s
Catholic bishops said their entire nation “is experiencing hard-
ship due to flooded fields, destroyed crops, growing torrential
rains,” according to a statement shared by Radio OgnjiSce, a
Catholic radio station in Slovenia

Help us to soar to new heights!

Sunday August 27, 2023
3-7 PM, Drees Pavilion

Devou Park Memorial Overlook

Admission: $80 each
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Catholic Charities Diocese of Covington

Cassba Cash Raffle
$20 each ticket

Grand Prize 30%, 2nd place 15% and 3rd
Place 5% of total ticket sales

FC Cincinnati, Messi Style Raffle

FC Cincinnati Ticket raffle drawing on August 21, 2023

$50 each chance
For August 23, 2023, two seats

section 123, row 19, seats 1 and 2

All proceeds go to support over 10,000 clients and guests served at Catholic Charities and Parish Kitchen.

[®] To view or purchase
y for the Cassba event go

to www.Cassba.com or
scan the QR code

On-line Silent Auction
opens August 24
All Raffles available now!
Bourbon and cash raffle

Amazing Rare Bourbon Raffle

License #:0RG0002375

A collection of bourbon that is hard to obtain but desired by many!

Pappy Van Winkle Six Bottle Flight

drawings are Sunday
August 27th at 6:30 pm

$100 per ticket, only 700 tickets sold
Van Winkle 10yr, Van Winkle 12 yr Lot “B",
Van Winkle Family Reserve Rye 13yr,
Pappy Van Winkle 15yr, Pappy Van Winkle 20yr,
Pappy Van Winkle 23yr

Bourbon Raffle

$50 per ticket for a chance to win one of two prizes
1st Prize — Six Bottle Set of Buffalo Trace
10 yr Eagle Rare, Weller Special Reserve Green Label,
Colonel E.H. Taylor Small Batch, Blaton’s “T",
Buffalo Trace, Sazerac Rye

2nd Prize — Six Bottle Set of Basil Hayden

Toasted, ERed Wine Cask Finish, Subtle Smoke,
10 year, Straight Bourbon, Dark Rye




“Is it possible to make
my knee teel better
without surgery?”

- Jason, Fort Thomas, KY

“Of course.
We'll find the
option that best

fits your needs.”

Dr. Kevin Bonfield .-
Sports Medicine /

PHYS |
y | ICIAN

At St. Elizabeth our sports medicine team is here to help you with nonsurgical
and physical therapy options—to get you back to what you love doing, quickly.
We understand you have questions, and at St. Elizabeth we personalize care
with answers you need.

: L" -4 Do you have questions? ' ~~ -
Ay 1 Visit stelizabeth.com/AskUs a St' E I IZd beth




