September 22, 2023

L

NGER

Serving the Diocese of Covington, Kentucky since 1926

2 Heal, Proclaim and Teach
Bringing others to Christ

2 Around the Diocese
Check out episode 2

2 Eucharistic Revival
3 Cassba

3 Celebrating a vocation
Olivia Staverman
enters postulancy

3 You're invited
SUMMIT 23
Seminary Ball

6 ‘We Choose Life’

7 SUMMIT 23
Introducing the Core Team

8 Maeet the Bautistas

9 2024 National Merit
Semifinalists

9 Parish festivals

14 NKU Newman Club
Family Picnic

Moving? Wrong address?
Call the circulation desk,
(859) 392-1570

Bishop’s Schedule ............... 3
Commentary ................... 4
PeopleandEvents ............... 9
Classifieds .................... 12
Shopper’s Guide ............... 14
News Briefs ................... 15

Missed an edition? Current and back
issues of the Messenger are available
online at covdio.org/messenger.

Keener photos

(above left and center; below left) Durlng the Wedding Anmversary Vespers celebration, Sept. 17, at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, couples were invited to join their right hands and renew their wedding vows. (above right) In his homily, Bishop Iffert
shared his delight in being with the couples, “This is one of those really remarkable events that we have each year, coming together to
pray together and then getting a chance to meet you and to bless your married life.” (below center and right) Bishop Iffert greeted each
couple and offered them a personal blessing.

Couples celebratlng mllestone anniversaries

‘show the way God loves’

Laura Keener
Editor

This year, 102 couples celebrating milestone anniversaries were
recognized by Bishop John Iffert. (For a list of the couples see page
13.) The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization distributed a cer-
tificate signed by Bishop Iffert to each couple honoring their 1 year,
25 years, 50 years or 60-plus years of married life.

Many of these couples joined Bishop Iffert for Vespers and a
blessing, Sept. 17, at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington.

“This is one of those really remarkable events that we have each
year, coming together to pray together and then getting a chance to
meet you and to bless your married life,” said Bishop Iffert as he

began his homily.

Bishop Iffert shared an experience from last year’s Wedding
Anniversary Vespers. Flanked by his daughters, an older man
approached him carrying an 8x10 framed photograph of his wife. It
was his wife who had made the arrangements to be a part of the
Vespers and she was looking forward to coming. Unfortunately, she
was in a rehabilitation facility recovering from a fall and was
unable to attend in person. Bishop Iffert said that some people
would say that, while her husband and daughters made a touching
tribute, the reality is that she wasn’t there at all.

“What we celebrate today about marriage is the union, the love
that is so intimate, that over all of these decades and years, that hus-

(Continued on page 13)

Villa Madonna Academy Elementary School
named 2023 National Blue Ribbon School
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Villa Madonna Academy’s
elementary school was declared
as one of the 353 schools nation-
wide recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education as a
Nation Blue Ribbon School for
2023. National Blue Ribbon
recognition is based on a
school’s overall academic per-
formance or progress in closing
achievement gaps among stu-
dent groups on assessments.

Villa Madonna Academy
Elementary has earned
National Blue Ribbon Schools
Awards in 2007, 2017, and now in
2023.

VMA Elementary Principal
Soshana Bosley said, “We are

(Continued on page 8)
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‘To Heal, Proclaim and Teach’ apresentation
for anyone wanting to bring others to Christ

Laura Keener Catechesis and Evangelization, is welcoming Jared Dees
Editor for a presentation ‘“To Heal, Proclaim and Teach,” Oct. 14,
In a mission to provide resources to assist catechists 8:30-11:30 a.m., at the Curia’s Bishop Howard Memorial

and teachers, David Cooley, co-director, Office of
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‘We invite you

Auditorium. The presentation is open to everyone.

to attend a special event featuring author

Jared Dees

October 14, 2023

8:30 am to 11:30 am in Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium

Heal,

Proclaim,
Teach

1%

RSVP by Sept. 28, 2023 at covdio.org/register or call David Cooley at 859-392-1592

“We were hearing a lot of the
same things from our teachers and
catechists,” said Mr. Cooley.

The biggest issue that Mr.
Cooley is hearing that for many
families faith is often taking a back
burner to the many other activities
and events going on. This is frus-
trating for anyone trying to instill
in a young person an understand-
ing of Jesus and developing a rela-
tionship with Jesus.

Mr. Dees is an author, speaker,
teacher and creator of the popular
website The Religion Teacher,
which provides practical resources
and effective teaching strategies to
religious educators. He is a gradu-
ate of the Alliance for Catholic
Education program at the
University of Notre Dame, where
he also earned master’s degrees in
education and theology. His presen-
tation is based of his book by the
same title, “To Heal, Proclaim and
Teach: The Essential Guide to
Ministry in Today’s Catholic
Church.”

“In this particular book, Jared
Dees is talking about how spread-
ing the Gospel is different than
teaching other subjects, like math
or science,” said Mr. Cooley. “It’s
not just about hearing the facts, it’s
more about a relationship with
Jesus.”

Altar setup: The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Father Luke Spannagel
USCCB

After the Creed and Intercessions, for which we use a
standing posture of prayer, we sit down while the prepara-
tions for the Liturgy of the Eucharist take place. As the
Diocese of Peoria teaches, “Before Jesus sat down with his
disciples to celebrate the Last Supper, he instructed that
various preparations be made. Preparations such as secur-
ing and preparing a room, making bread and purchasing
wine all needed to be done before this sacred event could
take place. The same is true when we celebrate Mass...
Typically, there is music during the preparations—either
instrumental, by the choir, or a common hymn. The music
at this point should assist in our proximate preparation for
the Liturgy of the Eucharist” (“A Study of the Mass,” p.
11).

Since we are about to participate in the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper, music can help us be more prayerfully
prepared and in the right mindset. Have you ever noticed
that songs at this point in the Mass are often slower in
tempo and more flowing in words? No doubt, this is to help
prepare us for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Singing and
listening to meditation-type music can help us prepare to
pray and meditate on the most beautiful mystery in front
of us: Jesus Christ’s one perfect sacrifice before the Father
is made present to his spouse, the Church, and the bread
and the wine are changed into the Body and Blood of
Christ.

In complement to the preparation for the people, what
about everything the celebrant and the servers are doing
in the sanctuary? The General Instruction for the Roman
Missal reminds us that certain items are needed for the
Liturgy of the Eucharist (GIRM, 117-118). Let’s take a
quick look at each material:

B Two to six lighted candles.

A

B A crucifix on or near the altar (the altar should be
covered by a white cloth.)

B The Missal (the big red book with all the prayers the
priest says). This book contains words in black and
red ink. The words in black are the words that the
priest says and the words in red are instructions for
the priest on what to do (how and where to stand,
how to speak, what arm gestures to use, etc.).

B Corporal. This is a square white cloth that is unfold-
ed and placed on the altar. Since it comes from the
word meaning body, it makes sense that the Body
and Blood of Christ will become present upon this
cloth during Mass.

B Chalice. This special cup is made of precious metals
(generally gold-plated or silver-plated) because we
use the most precious materials we have to honor
Jesus truly there in his most precious Body and

Blood.

B Purificator. This is a long and narrower white cloth

In Episode 2 of “Around the Diocese,” Bishop John Iffert
talks with Notre Dame Sister Evelyn Reinke about her
love of photography and how she is sharing that gift
with others. Check it out online at www.covdio.org.

Mr. Dees’ message is not limited to teachers or cate-
chists. On his website, Mr. Dees identifies a the many
Catholics who might benefit from his book and in turn his
presentation: if you work for the church, if you volunteer
in your church or if your friends or loved ones have left the
church, all of these would benefit from the practical
resources presented.

Students and the people in our communities “a lot of
times are hurting, or they’re broken in some way; they’re
dealing with things that are just hard for young people to
deal with,” said Mr. Cooley. “We have to approach them the
way Jesus approached people. Jesus would meet people
where they are, he would listen to them and find out where
they are. If they needed to be healed, he would take care of
that need first — whether it’s a physical healing or spiritu-
al healing. From there you can bring them further along in
their journey and start proclaiming the Word, introducing
them to this idea of having this relationship with Jesus.
Once you get past that point, is where you start the actual
teaching, here’s where they’re engaged, and they want to
learn more.”

Do you want to learn more? RSVP to attend “To Heal,
Proclaim and Teach” by Sept. 28 at covdio.org/register or
call (859) 392-1592.

that is used to wipe the rim of the chalice.

B Paten. This item which looks like a small plate is
also generally gold-plated or silver-plated and is used
for the large host which the priest holds up during
the Eucharistic Prayer. Note: In some places, you
might see a deeper gold-plated dish used which is
typically called a dish paten.

B Ciborium. This is another gold or silver-plated item
that has a matching lid and which holds the smaller
hosts. When hosts are reserved in the tabernacle,
they are typically kept in a ciborium.

There are other materials you might see depending on

the local parish customs:

m Pall. This is a square white cloth stiffened with card-
board that is used to cover the chalice. This cover
prevents flies, insects, dust, etc., from getting into the
chalice.

® Chalice veil. This is a cloth cover for the chalice. It
not only can protect the chalice when not in use, but
it also helps heighten our sense of mystery by “veil-
ing” the chalice from our sight until the time for the
Most Blessed Sacrament draws near. Chalice veils
can match the color of the priest’s vestments or can
always be white in color.

B Burse. This “pouch,” which often matches the chal-
ice veil/vestments in color, is placed on top of the
chalice veil and is used for the keeping of corporals.

B Communion patens. Plates with handles that the
servers hold during Communion. These patens are
meant to help catch any particles of the Eucharist
which may fall from a Host or help to catch a Host
which accidentally falls.

As you can see, there are many items we use for the
Liturgy of the Eucharist, each with purpose and meaning.
No wonder the altar servers sometimes seem to be review-
ing a checklist in their minds to make sure we have every-
thing we need.
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Cassba went Up, Up and Away!!

How is it that we outdo ourselves . Live
each year? We ask ourselves this .r EE Catholic e
question every year and it comes : . o Auctlon
down to blessings. The blessings .

. T Play Ball!
of our amazing staff, the blessings of

our dedicated volunteers and the
blessings of our generous donors
and attendees.

The participation in our online silent
auction bidding continues to grow
and allows guests who are unable to
enjoy the event in person the ability W&
to support us from afar. Having said
this, you sure can’t miss the o
enthusiasm and excitement that
comes from being in person at the
event. When Bishop Iffert flips the
coin during our popular “heads and
tails split the pot game” and the
crowd roars with laughter or as
Marty Kamer, our auctioneer,
convinces a bidder to bid higher.
You had to see it to believe it!

It is smooth sailing when our guests
and supporters are all involved to
help the clients and guests of
Catholic Charities and Parish
Kitchen. And congratulations to our
Pappy VanWinkle Bourbon Raffle
winner Wayne Hodges, and our
Cassba Cash raffle winners, first
place: Jon Voet; second place: Audrey
Marron and third place ; Julianne
Bruzina.

The cross reminds us of God’s presence, said Bishop Iffert
at Mass celebrating vocation of St. Henry parishioner

Maura Baker Staverman. Ms. Staverman, whose vocation story was cov- September 24.
Staff Writer ered in the July 28 edition of the Messenger, will be moving Bishop John Iffert celebrated this special Mass.

A Mass was celebrated, Sept. 14, at St. Henry Parish, to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, later this month, and will offi- “Jesus died on the cross so that we may always remem-
Elsmere, celebrating the novitiate of parishioner Olivia cially enter postulancy with the Mercedarian Sisters, ber, God is with us,” Bishop Iffert said in his homily. “The
Cross reminds us, though we might forget God’s presence,
God never forgets us ... we fill our churches with that sign
and require that it always be on or near the altar, so that we
might always remember that God never abandons us.”

“You will suffer, there will be sacrifices, you will have
hardship ... you will be asked to lay down your life for a
friend, in some way — and the Cross will remind you to
trust in God,” he said, addressing Ms. Staverman as she pre-
pares to set out onto the next step of her vocation journey.

Following the Mass, Bishop Iffert conferred a blessing to
Ms. Staverman, before those in attendance gathered for a
reception in celebration.

| 4 X Baker photos
(above left) Bishop Iffert confers a blessing on Olivia Staverman. Ms. Staverman will be travelling to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this
month to enter the postulancy of the Mercedarian Sisters.

(above right) Olivia Staverman addresses those gathered for a Mass celebrating her vocation at St. Henry Parish, Elsmere.

—
Sept. 23
Mass for St. Vincent de Paul

Sept. 29 - Oct. 1
Diocese of Covington

SUMMIT23

A High School Eucharistic Retreat

SUMMIT 23
Eucharistic retreat for high school

students
Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills
October 6-8
Early bird registration until September 20.

More information and registration available
www.covdio.org/Summit23.

@MINAR‘{ @LL -

You're invited

Join the Diocese for the 2023
Seminary Ball!

An evening of drinks, dinner and dancing in
support of our seminarians.

Oct. 27, 6-11 p.m.

Northern Kentucky Convention Center, Covington

RSVP’s available until Oct. 13 at
https://covdio.org/seminaryball/.

Feast, Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington,
10 a.m.

Sept. 26
Advisory Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.

ACUE donor recognition
reception, Receptions Banquet
Center, Erlanger, 6 p.m.

Sept. 28

Thomas More University
Board of Trustees Retreat,
Thomas More University,
Crestview Hills, 9 a.m.

Presbyteral Council, Curia
Boardroom, 1:30 p.m.

Permanent Deacons and wives
retreat, St. Meinrad Seminary

Sept. 30

2nd anniversary of the Bishop
John C. Iffert’s Episcopal
Consecration and Installation
as the 11th Bishop of the
Diocese of Covington
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Holding on to hopelike the prophets

The prophets in the Old Testament are the unstrung
heroes of the Bible. God was always calling His people to
be holy; to live for more than the selfish lives that they
were drawn to. People then and now get so wrapped up in
themselves and their personal perspectives that somebody

VIEWPOINT

from the outside needs to
step in and bring them
back to reality. That’s who
the prophets were for
ancient Israel.

God’s people were sup-
posed to be a beacon of
light for the rest of the
world — not because they
were better than other peo-
ple, but because they knew
a loving God existed, with
whom they shared a
covenant. Of course, sin
always got in the way, and
it was usually God’s little
ones — those without worldly power — that suffered.

When people lost their way, the prophets tried to steer
them back toward God. A close reading of Scriptures
reveals that when people put God first and were worried
about doing what was right and just, the nation was

-

David Cooley

strong. When the people lost sight of God and indulged in
sin, the nation was weak.

The message here is not do good and good things will
happen to you, do evil and bad things will happen to you.
It’s a lot more nuanced than that. However; sin is self-
destructive. You cannot have a system or a nation that is
totally corrupt that won’t eventually collapse. You do good
because it is the right thing to do, and the world may very
well punish you for it.

We can look to the prophets themselves as an example
of this. It was usually not fun, profitable, or comfortable to
be a prophet. Their messages earned them many enemies
and they faced much adversity and discouragement. They
did not tend to follow the popular fads of their eras and
they themselves were not popular.

There is so much we can learn from the prophets of
Israel!

Even when faced against incredible odds they remained
faithful to God. Throughout the entire Bible, they are held
up (by Jesus himself) as examples of goodness and might.

No matter how burdensome their positions were, the
prophets still managed to find joy in serving as the Lord’s
messenger. No one can ever take the voice of the Lord or
the ability to serve Him away from us. That is where we
can discover the deepest joys of our hearts.

When you obey God, the times are always turbulent.

Worldly anxieties and desires lead many to turn away from
the Lord. In the Old Testament the people turned to idols
— the more things change, the more they stay the same.

The stories of the prophets can be a comfort and an
encouragement to us. Being a strong person of God does
not mean that we will never feel discouraged, but rather; it
means that we look to God and stay with God when we are
suffering greatly. The prophets felt alone, they didn’t
always understand God’s plan, but they still sought after
God. Because of their faithfulness, they constantly saw
God’s power displayed in their weakness.

It’s hard to see sometimes, but God is always loyal and
faithful. Yes, He is asking something of us, something that
is not easy, and there will be times we will fail, but we are
never abandoned. God’s mercy is endless and the door for
repentance is always open.

The prophets challenge us to turn to God in our times
of need and not to worldly securities. There is no escaping
obstacles and hardships in life, but God protects those who
make an appeal to heaven. No matter how bad things get,
the prophets remind us to put our faith in God and hold on
to hope forever.

David Cooley is co-director and office manager of the
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization, Diocese of
Covington, Ky

Alesson from the James Gang

Somewhere along the way, a glaring example of grade
school bullying hit close enough to home to set us won-
dering about the seriousness of it in America. It did not
take long for us to realize
and to learn that it is seri-
ous enough to cause the
United States government
to get involved in the inves-
tigation, including the
establishment of an official
website on the Internet
called stopbullying.gov.

Government's first fed-
eral definition of bullying
includes three core ele-
ments:

1) Unwanted aggressive
behavior.

2) Observed or perceived

ALONG THE WAY

Ray Smith

power imbalance.

3) Repetition or high likelihood of repetition of bully-
ing behaviors.

The vital research also discovered the following about
bullying:

1) Bullying affects all youth, that is all who are bullied,
those who bully others, and those who witness bullying.
Check this! The effects of bullying may continue into
adulthood.

2) There is not a single profile of a young person
involved in bullying.

3) Solutions to bullying are not simple and zero toler-
ance and expulsion are not effective approaches.

4) Bystanders, or those who see bullying, can make a
huge difference when they intervene on behalf of some-
one being bullied.

5) Studies also have shown that adults can help pre-
vent bullying by talking to children about bullying,
encouraging them to do what they love, modeling kind-
ness and respect, and seeking help.

Somewhere along the way, I was bullied, but only
twice. I was one of the lucky ones. It did not happen
because I was a “special needs” child, afraid and vulnera-
ble or unable to take care of myself.

In both instances, I was taken by surprise by supposed

friends.

In the fourth grade, I was blindsided after classes by a
classmate on a street-corner not far from school.
Suddenly, there I was, flat on my back on a cold sidewalk.
The aggressor's knees were on my chest and his right fist
was drawn back. My only defense was to scream, “Get
off!” He did, continuing his tirade of verbal threats, but
with no fisticuffs.

The next day, my mother mentioned the incident to my
teacher, who just laughed it off. That whole, “interesting”
school year is another story.

The other bullying incident was another verbal threat
from the cousin of one of my high school classmates who
was about three years older than I. Unprovoked, he
pushed me against a basement wall in my classmate's
home and asked me how I would like having my face re-
arranged.

I said, “I like my face as it is and I am wondering if
you would like to hit first.” That drew a laugh, his retreat,
and the incident was over. To me, it was bullying, even if
he was only kidding. If it feels like bullying, it is bullying
in my opinion and also in the opinion of many behav-
ioral experts.

Maybe those two events helped my mother understand
why I wanted to transfer to a school that had a boxing
team. That “experiment” didn't work and I changed
schools, not because of the boxing sessions, but because
of the subject matter — Latin and Greek were not my
friends.

Given the above, I was not surprised that the following
true Internet offering attracted my attention some time
ago. Apparently, it has been viewed on YouTube more
than fourteen million times. In Mankato, Minnesota,
Franklin Elementary School had a zero-tolerance, anti-
bullying policy.

That's great on paper, but unfortunately, bullying was
still happening there, the teachers admitted.

Every morning, the students recited the Pledge of
Allegiance together in their respective classrooms. The
internet article highlighted the phrase, “And Justice For
All” as the hallmark and chest plate, if you will, for five
fifth grade classmates of James Willmert, a special needs
student who was being pushed around, ridiculed and
made fun of by other students on a regular basis. Two

words describe the motivating trigger for the eventual
action taken by Willmert's five classmates — “not any-
more!”

The Internet piece featured an interview with the five
other members of what had become the “James Gang,”
out to protect their fellow classmate, a former Colombia
orphan who was adopted by an American family and had
lost his adoptive father who was Kkilled in a bicycle acci-
dent.

In the interview, Willmert's newfound friends told how
they had banded together to help, support, protect and
teach James when they made him, let's say, just “one of
the guys.”

His mother summed it all up this way, “They played
and learned together.”

James summed it up this way, “They are the best
friends anyone could ask for.”

The interview also recounted how “gang” member,
Jack Pemble had asked, “Why pick on someone,” and fel-
low member, Jake Burgess, quickly finished the question
with, “who has special needs?”

James's mother was amazed. “They've changed him,”
she said.

She recalled that they taught him to play touch foot-
ball and shoot basketball in the Willmert driveway. She
said further that recess at school ceased being a struggle
and became a joy, a daily place to play and learn.

Those five classmates — dedicated to their classmate,
James — went out of their way to prove it. Using some of
their own funds, they collected enough money from
friends, families and others to buy James his first-ever
video games and a new Play Station.

The “James Gang” was a model for what can happen
when the Pledge of Allegiance becomes more than pro-
found words and “Justice For All” becomes a reality.

As for the bullying incidents that hit close to home, the
former victim put a serious effort into exercising the one
right and act that seems to work best in most bullying
incidents — “IGNORE!” She also took two important
steps further by praying for them and forgiving them in
her heart.

Now life goes on — better and better.

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for
the Diocese of Covington.
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And then the angel left her wuke 1:26-3s)

Don’t be amember,
become a disciple

The readings for the twenty-fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle A — are: Isiah 55:6-9;
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a and Matthew 20:1-16a.

I was recently chatting with a friend of mine who is
something of a hard-core agnostic. During our conversa-
tion, he posed a bracing, straightforward question to me:
“Why are you a member of the Catholic Church?”

Perhaps he was trying to rile me a bit, but it was a gen-
uine question that deserved a serious answer.

The prophet Isaiah opens the path to an answer when he

says, “seek the Lord while he
GO AND GLORIFY

may be found, call him while
he isnear.”

Sunday after Sunday in
the Nicene Creed we profess
the Church as an object of
faith. In that profession of
faith, we are professing that
the Church is the Mystical
Body of Christ and that she
is the communion of saints.
Through the Church Jesus
Christ is “near” in the Word
of God and the Holy
Sacrament. Because of that,
we share in the ecclesial
vocation to carry redemption into the midst of the world.

As Christians, our starting point is always that we
belong to the Lord, not ourselves. That we are citizens of
Heaven (God) and not the present age. We understand that
the whole point is “life is Christ,” as St. Paul teaches us.

Therefore, we pursue the work of our lives differently
than others. We devote ourselves to seeking the Lord, serv-
ing the Lord, and proclaiming the Lord and his Kingdom.
We seek to live according to the priority of Christ. That is
why we pray with confidence that “by keeping your pre-
cepts, we may merit to attain eternal life.”

For the Christian, life is about conforming ourselves to
Jesus Christ and thus finding the fullness of our humanity
in union with Christ. Through the Church we are given
every truth, grace and spiritual blessing to achieve that
transforming union with Christ, pulling us into the eternal
life and divine love of the Most Holy Trinity.

Now we must not think that achieving this union will be
easy. It will not. That is because the journey of transform-
ing our life to union with Christ is cruciform in its shape.
As Father Hans Urs von Balthasar notes, in his beautiful
book “Prayer,” “It is to the Cross that the Christian is chal-
lenged to follow his Master: no path of redemption can
make a detour around it.”

I think this gives us pause to consider something easy to
forget. In the deepest theological sense, there is no such
thing as “being a member of the Church” as we might be a
member of the Kiwanis or a country club.

Since we belong to Christ, discipleship is not some spe-
cialized vocation for “mere members” or “mere believers”
within the Church who want to move to some “higher
level.” By definition, the believer must become a disciple
and is constituted as a disciple by the very act of believing
in Jesus Christ. This fundamental reality and relationship
reveals the non-negotiable characteristics of Christian life:
Denying ourselves, taking up the Cross, and answering the
call we receive from Christ to be laborers for his vineyard.

Christ has willed that we cooperate in his work of
redeeming the world, such that in all our efforts to seek
God, to love God and our neighbor; redound to conforming
our life to his. As such, everything we do can magnify the
Lord, whether we are in a time of blessing or burden, suc-
cess, or suffering.

When we offer all of our life, “through Him, and with
Him, and in Him”, every moment of our life can become a
path of union with God. Why am I a member of the
Catholic Church? That is the wrong question. Let us get to
the heart of the matter: What does the Church bring to the
world? Jesus Christ.

What does Jesus Christ bring to the world? He brings
God. The God who is gracious and merciful. The God who
is just. The God who is holy. The God who is near to all who
call upon him. Those are reasons enough to be, not a “mem-
ber,” but a disciple.

Father Phillip W, DeVous is the pastor of St. Charles
Borromeo, Flemingsburg and St. Rose of Lima, Mayslick, Ky

Father Phillip DeVous

And then the angel left her. Rug yanked unceremoni-
ously from under her feet. No warning, no gentle transi-
tion. Abruptly, definitively, finally. Abandoned?

No sound, now, of flut-
tering wings, no reassur-
ing words shouted or whis-
pered into her ear. No halo,
no light emanating from
messenger of the divine,
no vision to light her path.
No dove hovering. No
scent of lilies proffered
from above. Most of the
beautiful artistic presenta-
tions of the annunciation
depict Mary serenely rest-
ing or praying in a portico
with elegant pillars and a
view of a city. They are so
clean and bright, so filled

MUSINGS

Sister Fidelis Tracy,
C.D.P.

with grandeur. There is no

hint in them of the straw-covered floor in a messy stable,
no view of the road to Egypt, no donkey, no cross, no
words of Simeon.

My reflections on Scripture are often influenced by
famous artistic depictions. DaVinci’s “The Last Supper”
comes to mind. It hardly depicts the historical reality. Why
would all the participants be on the same side of the table
unless someone asked them to gather for a picture? Yet, it
is often what comes to mind when I reflect on the event.
The famous paintings portraying the event of the annunci-
ation show Mary in an elegant setting, hardly the reality
for a poor, peasant woman of her day. Yet they flash before
my mind when the annunciation is celebrated.

None of the great artistic renditions of the annuncia-
tion depict the moment of terror when the angel uncere-
moniously disappears and leaves Mary standing with her
commitment. Terror would have been a natural response.
In the masterpieces, Mary is serenely praying, the angel is
surrounded with light or lilies. The depictions invite calm,
and confidence. They are not like ordinary life for most of
us and do not speak about my experience of God’s daily
invitations to fidelity. Never has a winged being with an
aura of light come to me in the midst of invitations to

commitment.

It is the moment of departure that speaks to me — the
moment Mary is left with the life of commitment. It is
here that I can begin to find a model in Mary.

And then the angel left her. Left her. Just when she
begins to live the consequences of her “yes,” the angel left
her. The “yes” of a commitment is but a moment spoken
amid God’s tangible presence. Commitment is a lifetime of
“yes” and “no” to joy and sorrow, to struggle and chal-
lenge, to winning and losing, to strain and ease, to love and
loss. Now it starts. And then the angel left her.

Before birth in a stable, before threats from kings,
before long journeys, before presentations in temples,
before sickness and social unrest. Unceremoniously, left.
Before the task of learning to be a faithful spouse, a skilled
parent, a frugal housekeeper, the mother of an itinerant
preacher, before the road to calvary. The angel left her.
Alone? Or not alone? Does recalling the ardent faith she
had at the moment of commitment assure her of God’s
continued presence. Can she draw strength from past
assurances and the words of her scriptures? Like me, does
she live on promises and efforts to be faithful in the
moment? A moment without an angel, lilies, light?

She lives by faith in a God who has not left. How else
can she be a model for my life? I hear and see no winged,
other-worldly being coming to me from God. There are no
spoken words. There is only fidelity to a commitment
made in a moment of awoken love.

God’s voice is in the voice of the needy, in the duties of
a life that is sometimes filled with passion and sometimes
humdrum. God calls Mary to assist an elderly relative who
is with child, to participate in the ritual of purification, to
attend to the duties of her situation. The voice, the vision,
the assurance is found in the daily comings and goings of
neighbors and relatives, in the temple and in the home.

Mary is not alone, not abandoned. God speaks to her as
God speaks to all those committed to a life of devotion. I
am not alone. God speaks in the love of a friend. Angel
wings appear in the presence of the needy. And the assur-
ing words are heard in the voices of companions.

When life leads to a road on the way to Calvary, may
Mary be the model of how to listen after the angel leaves.

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theolo-
gy professor at Thomas More University Crestview Hills, Ky

Turn to the cross when dealing with violence

As I exited off the highway on a recent Saturday
evening on my way home to the convent after running
errands, I was very disoriented by what appeared to be a

person lying in the road.
As I continued to drive and
approach the body;, it was
clear that this person was
no longer living.
Sometimes I am numb
to the innumerable stories
of crime, violence, and
death that plague not only
my city but also our whole
country and world. But the
injustice of it all really
came home when I saw the
body of the man who lost
his life Saturday night. At

VIEWPOINT

Sister Alicia Torres, F.E.

first it was shocking, then

distressing, then deeply saddening. I happened to be the
person who called 911 to report what I had seen, and an
hour later I was called by a detective, trying to figure out
the mystery of the hit-and-run homicide.

All T could do was pray and remember that this man
was deeply loved by God the Father. Late that evening, I sat
in my chair and prayed for him. My broken heart was fur-
ther consoled at the thought that when I went to Mass on
Sunday morning, I could offer my Mass for the repose of
this unnamed person’s soul.

How do we deal with tragedy and loss? Where do we
turn when there are simply no answers? As the Psalmist
writes, “Only in God is my soul at rest” (Ps. 62). In the face
of violence and death, Jesus Christ truly is our only hope.
Events like what I experienced Saturday night help us live
the Eucharistic Revival in the reality of life — with all the

bad and good that may come.

Running to the Lord together when our hearts are
numbed by violence and loss is possible. When we lay our
petitions and pain at the foot of the altar, even the most
unbelievable tragedies are met with hope. For the foot of
the altar is also the foot of the Cross, and upon the Cross
Jesus literally conquered sin and death — as we celebrate
in the liturgical feast, the Exaltation of the Cross.

We are not alone: the Lord is with us. Alone, tragedy
crushes us. Together with Jesus and each other, it becomes
an opportunity for the presence of God to strengthen and
console us, especially when we simply can’t understand.
Through the gift of faith, we come to realize Jesus is also
there for the victims of violence and injustice that we
intercede for. Alone, tragedy, sin, violence, and loss can feel
like the end. But at the foot of the altar; at the foot of the
Cross, all things truly are made new.

We need to know our faith and be inspired by the faith
of others to stand strong when things get hard. Friends,
this is exactly why the National Eucharistic Congress, in
collaboration with the National Eucharistic Revival and
the Augustine Institute, has produced Jesus and the
Eucharist, a free, seven-week small-group study.

The first session was released today! I hope that you'll
take time to read more about this new initiative and share
it with your parish and/or other Catholic institutions you
are connected to. I was personally moved to tears by the
testimonies when I previewed Episode One. I am confident
your own faith will be inspired and enlightened, especially
if you journey through Jesus and the Eucharist with your
faith community:.

Sister Alicia Torres, EE. is managing editor for the
“Heart of the Revival” the newsletter of the National
Eucharistic Revival, online at www EucharisticRevival.org.
Her commentary has been reprinted with permission.
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We
Choose Life

g Pro-Life
“ Office

> of the Diocese of Covington
Mission Statement
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop,
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of
human life from conception to natural death
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy
and education.

Resources
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd ed.,
paragraphs 2270 to 2301.

Catholic Conference of Kentucky,
“Kentucky’s Advance Health Care
Directives and Organ Donation: A Catholic
Perspective,”rev.Sept. 2005.

Human Life Alliance,“Interviewing a
Hospice Agency:What Questions Should |
Ask?”HLA Action News, vol.37,no.1
(Winter 2015).

USCCB, Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services, 6h ed., 2018.
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Matters of life and death:Who decides?

Father Raymond Enzweiler
Contributor

When a person is dying, how do we know when it is time to
stop treatment? Must we strive to preserve life at all costs, or may
we refuse a recommended procedure?

Families, patients and physicians face these questions every
day,and no two cases are alike. Happily, the Catholic Church pro-
vides careful guidance for making informed, ethical medical deci-
sions as we journey through the Valley of Death.

We honor the sanctity of life when we protect it. If a treatment
offers a reasonable hope of benefit without excessive burden of
cost or pain, it is a sensible and proportional course.

But the term “benefit” has emotional and spiritual dimensions,
not merely physical. Let's consider some examples of what “bene-
fit” can mean to individual patients.

Sam and Joe, age 60, have terminal cancer. The treatment is
painful and would yield only several more months of life, so both
men prayerfully weigh what good or harm may come, and how
other good things may be impacted.

Sam forgoes the treatment as disproportional because it
would prevent him from fully engaging with God, family and
friends his last few months of life.

Joe accepts the treatment as proportional because the extra
few months will let him witness his daughter’s wedding.Each
man weighed a nonmedical benefit that tipped the balance.

Trudy, a widow with grown children, is told she needs a lung
transplant. But she decides not to go on the waiting list so that
someone with a young family has a better chance of getting the

organ. For Trudy, giving the gift of life to another was the greater
benefit.

St.Gianna Beretta Molla, a physician, refused a morally accept-
able treatment for her iliness because her unborn child would die
from it.She and her husband decided the treatment was dispro-
portional in their circumstances.

What benefit was weighed here? It was not just the likelihood
of a cure or remission. It was the particular benefit, the particular
good, chosen by the patient.

None of them was saying,“l want to die.” Each was making a
moral choice for the good — the particular good that they
believed God wanted.

It takes a well-formed conscience to discern this “best good”
that is in accord with God's will. You must weigh your own feel-
ings as well as the needs of other people, the medical facts and
the advice of physicians and the Church.

What happens when extreme illness or injury prevents your
making a well-formed act of conscience? If you have talked to
your loved ones ahead of time, they will know the benefits, the
goods, that you believe God wants you to support.

You can bridge the gap by naming a health care surrogate
who will speak for you and ensure that the goods you value are
reflected in any decisions about your medical treatments.

| recommend studying the Kentucky Bishops' document on
advance directives (see Resource list), which includes a form
where you can state some of the goods you seek and, most
importantly, you can name your surrogate to see that your con-
science is followed.

Father Ray Enzweiler and Ellen Curtin
Contributors

From the first medieval abbey hos-
pitals, the Catholic Church has devel-
oped health care and medical ethics
far beyond the classic “First,do no
harm.” Today’s Catechism of the
Catholic Church summarizes many
general principles of medical ethics.
For example:

22388:Life and physical health are
precious gifts entrusted to us by God.
We must take reasonable care of them,
taking into account the needs of oth-
ers and the common good.

2278: Discontinuing medical pro-
cedures that are burdensome, danger-
ous, extraordinary, or disproportionate
to the expected outcome can be legiti-
mate; it is the refusal of “over-zealous”
treatment. Here one does not will to
cause death; one’s inability to impede
it is merely accepted. The decisions
should be made by the patient if he is
competent and able or, if not, by those
legally entitled to act for the patient,
whose reasonable will and legitimate
interests must always be respected.

Perhaps the best-known health
care document of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops is
“Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services,” Part 5
of which concerns the seriously ill and
dying. It guides American Catholic
health care professionals and institu-
tions, such as St.Elizabeth Healthcare,
but can also help anyone responsible
for another’s care. For instance:

56.A person has a moral obliga-
tion to use ordinary or proportionate
means of preserving his or her life.
Proportionate means are those that in
the judgment of the patient offer a
reasonable hope of benefit and do not
entail an excessive burden or impose
excessive expense on the family or the
community.

57.A person may forgo extraordi-
nary or disproportionate means of
preserving life. Disproportionate
means are those that in the patient’s
judgment do not offer a reasonable
hope of benefit or entail an excessive
burden, or impose excessive expense
on the family or the community.

59.The free and informed judg-
ment made by a competent adult
patient concerning the use or with-
drawal of life-sustaining procedures
should always be respected and nor-
mally complied with, unless it is con-
trary to Catholic moral teaching.

Basic care is what we learned from
the Good Samaritan, who provided
first aid, shelter, nutrition and supervi-
sion during recovery.Every patient
deserves to be kept warm, clean, dry
and nourished. Beyond this standard,
the Church divides medical actions
into proportional (ordinary and oblig-
atory) or disproportional (extraordi-
nary and optional) responses.

Which is which? The distinction
depends on the circumstance.

Many healing and life-sustaining
interventions are commonly used in
medical practice. Other treatments
offer high risk, high cost or low likeli-
hood of success. Deciding whether an
intervention is proportional or not
requires us to weigh several points.

First, is the treatment effective?
That is, will it do what it is supposed to
do? If the pain medication eases pain
or the chemotherapy stops the cancer-
ous growth, then it might be a propor-
tional means. If it is unproven or risky,
we may refuse it.

Second, is the treatment routine? Is
it commonly administered? Americans
consider blood transfusions routine,
but in societies where they are rare or
unsafe they may be deemed dispro-
portional. It is never amiss to accept
ordinary care, whereas grasping at
straws should give pause: what motive
is driving our desperation?

Last, does the burden outweigh
the benefit? Will the treatment be
physically debilitating? Can the finan-
cial cost be borne? Is there an emotion-
al or spiritual benefit to accepting or
refusing treatment?

St.John Paul II's last words were,
“Let me go to the house of the Father.”

We are never obligated to pursue
every hope, at all costs.

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,
visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.
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Core Team gets pink t-shirts and is ready for SUMMIT 23

A group of high-school aged students known as the Summit Core Team have been preparing to lead the upcoming Summit 23, Oct. 6-8 at Notre Dame Academy. At the recent Core
Team meeting the team practiced the song, “Trading My Sorrows.” All high school students are invited to the SUMMIT 23 retreat to trade in their sorrows for the joy of the Lord!
Visit covdio.org/summit23 to reglster for the retreat.
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‘Faith made us stable in our married life,
says couple celebrating 60 year anniversary

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Sixty years ago in the Philippines, in the city of Manila,
Pablo and Concordia Bautista got married at St. Andrew’s
Church, now Cathedral, after meeting at a college picnic.
Celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary this year, Mr.
and Mrs. Bautista are parishioners of St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood, and have put all 5 of their children through
Catholic schools.

Mrs. Bautista came from a Catholic family, having
attended Catholic elementary and high school in the
Philippines, citing her parents as a big influence.

Mr. Bautista also attended Catholic education in the
Philippines, spending four years of high schooling in the
seminary, as well as three years studying philosophy there.

“When I was young, and we got married,” said Mr.
Bautista, “we got married of course, in the Church, and we
raised our children as Catholics. Two of them were born
in the Philippines, and three were born here after we
immigrated in the 60’s.” Their children have attended high
school within the diocese, at Notre Dame Academy;,
Covington Catholic and St. Henry:.

Mr. and Mrs. Bautista are grandparents, as well, with 16
grandchildren and one more expected to arrive in January.

On September 17, at the Cathedral Basilica of the life.”

Assumption, Covington, Mr. and Mrs. Bautista attended
vespers, celebrated by Bishop Iffert, recognizing many
couples in the diocese on their wedding
anniversaries— including their own.

“The bishop was talking about people
who had been married for quite some time,”
Mr. Bautista said, “and people are always
curious about what keeps you married... he
said, it’s actually their faith that kept them
together. When he said that, it reminded me
and reminded us that we had been married
for 60 years— but, when we were getting
close to 50, we weren’t sure we were going to
make it to 50. Because, in any marriage,
there are ups and downs.”

Mr. Bautista continued, “I decided, on
my own, because of the difficulties... that I
was going to take a two month sabbatical
and went to the Philippines. So when we
came back, one of the children asked me,
what did I decide? And I said, I'm going to
stay with my wife. And, I think the reason
for that was the values of the faith that we
retained, made us stable in our married
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“Don’t go to bed without making up,” Mrs. Bautista
offered as advice to young couples starting their journey
through marriage, “I know you fight all day, but you try to
make up in the evening— even just a Kiss. ...Of course, you
know, we’re both mistaken but just make sure you made up
before the day is over and you acknowledge your mistake
and say sorry... you just have to stay together.”
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Pablo and Concordia Bautista greet Bishop Iffert at the Wedding Anniversary
Vespers held at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
September 17.

The Parishioners of

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
6833 Four Mile Rd. « Camp Springs ‘
Invite You To Our A

OKTOBERFIN

Fish Fries

Friday, October 6th and 13th
4:00 - 7:30 p.m.

featuring:
Baked Cod & Salmon, Fried Catfish, Cod & Shrimp, Crab Cakes,
Hush Puppies, a Sampler Platter and a lot of homemade desserts

Set-ups & Sandwiches Weekly Split-the Pot

Dine-In and Carry-Out
www.stjosephcampsprings.org

Directions: Take AA Highway (Rt. 9) from Wilder. Go 9 miles to Rt. 547

exit. Turn right and go 1 mile to church. For information call 859-635-2491.
Lic #0603

Mother of God Cemetery

announces

VISITATION DAY

Sunday, September 24 at 1:30 p.m.

Services will be held in the Mausoleum Chapel.
Chairs will be available.

Villa Madonna Academy Elementary Blue Ribon

truly honored and excited
to be recognized as a 2023
National Blue Ribbon
School. T am so proud of
our students, faculty, staff,
parents, and community
for earning this very spe-
cial recognition. We are
blessed with an incredible
faculty. Our teachers chal-
lenge students to become
lifelong learners who
embrace the Benedictine
traditions of scholarship,
service, hospitality, and
respect to make a differ-
ence in our ever-changing
world. Receiving this
award is a testament to
the dedication, support,
and passion of our entire
Villa community.”

(Continued from page 1)

Covington Diocese Blue Ribbon Schools
Nineteen Catholic schools in the Diocese of Covington schools system have
been designated Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence. They are:

Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria 2018

Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell 1994, 2007, 2015, 2021
Covington Catholic High School, Park Hills 2007, 2016
Covington Latin School, Covington 2003

Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Burlington 2006, 2018

Notre Dame Academy, Park Hills 1996, 2012, 2019

St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright 2009

St. Cecilia School, Independence 2018

St. Henry District High School, Erlanger 2012, 2021

St. Henry Elementary School, Elsmere 2016

St. Joseph School, Cold Spring 2018

St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs 2006, 2017

St. Mary School, Alexandria, 2016

St. Paul School, Florence 2014

St. Pius X School, Edgewood 2001, 2015

St. Therese School, Southgate 2022

St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas 2006, 2019

Villa Madonna Academy Elementary, Villa Hills 2007, 2017, 2023
Villa Madonna Academy High School/Jr. High, Villa Hills 2002, 2003, 2020
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433 Madison Avenue-Covington, Kentucky 41011 859-431-0087

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

$1,000.00 minimum deposit required for 16 month certificates. Substantial penalty for early
withdrawal. “APY” refers to the annual percentage yield earned on account. Rates are subject to
!:hangc without notice. Member FDIC.

Certificate
Special

16 Months

Fri. 8:30a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

FDIC )
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy

2024 National Merit Holy Cross
Semifinalists High School

The following Isabella Saalfeld
students have been
listed as 2024 National
Merit Scholar semifi-
nalists or commended
students. The
Messenger
congratulates our
diocesan high school
students on their
achievement.

Notre Dame
Academy

Isabelle Bailey
Clara Heberling
Mia Kent

St. Henry District
High School

COViI’Igton Catholic Emma Linkugel

Casey Bir

Alex Meagher Villa Madonna

Alex Moening Academy

Michael Zechella Adam Hassoun

Covington Latin
School

Nathanial Novak

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon to
1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: antenna
12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and DirectTV
25.

St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
offers Veneration of a relic of the True Cross, on the first Friday
of every month, from noon-1 p.m. Confessions are offered concur-
rently. The monthly veneration is held in silence and concludes
with a blessing and the opportunity for the faithful to come for-
ward to personally venerate the True Cross relic. The monthly ven-

i - iy
Excited about meeting their ‘buddies’
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eration is sponsored by the Knights and Dames of the Covington-
Lexington section of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem.

Join Thomas More University’s observatory for “A Pair of
Solar Eclipses on the Horizon", a lecture and night sky viewing
Sept. 23, 7-9 p.m. in Steigerwald Hall | 8 pm. The U.S. will be graced
with two solar eclipses over the next year. The first is an annular
solar eclipse on Oct. 14, 2023, followed by a total solar eclipse on
April 8t, 2024. Both eclipses are partially visible from our area, but
you’ll need to travel to get the best view. Join us and get prepared
for these celestial events! This event is free, open to the public, and
appropriate for all ages. No reservations are required. For more
information visit thomasmore.edu/observatory.

The 4th annual St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, Chili Cook-
Off, Sept. 23, after 5 p.m. Mass.

The Sisters of Divine Providence welcome Brice Mickey, vice pres-
ident of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Beech Acres Parenting
Center for a discussion on “Dealing With Our Biases: Working
Toward Equality & Justice,” Sept. 23, 1-4 p.m., Province Center,
Melbourne. Register by Sept. 18 at secast@cdpkentuckyorg.

A Marriage Encounter Experience will be held on September
29—O0ctober 1 at the Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center in
Norwood, Ohio. Sign up at esharing.org or call Andy and Melanie
Reinersman at 859-653-8464.

St. Joseph Church, Camp Springs, will be hosting their
Oktoberfish Fish Fries, October 6, and 13, 4-7:30 p.m. Dine-in and
carry-out available, more information at www.stjosephcamp-
springs.org.

The 6th Annual, international Rosary Coast to Coast event will
be October 7 at 1 p.m,, at the Grotto of the Two Hearts at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Burlington. Please join us
as we pray to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary all four sets of myster-
ies, on the actual feast of the Holy Rosary, in reparation for the
sins of our fallen world. Fr. Joe Rielage will be our main leader.
This event will happen rain or shine. Please bring a chair. (And
any priests who are able to join us please contact Fr. Joe).
Questions: Jeanette at jmlandenwitch@yahoo.com, Joann at
jodugan66@gmail.com

The Institute for Religious Liberty welcomes Stephanie
Barclay, director, Notre Dame Law School Religious Liberty ini-
tiative, as the keynote speaker for its fall event, Oct. 19, 7p.m.,
Steigerwald Hall in the Saints Center of Thomas More
University’s campus. Guest commentators include
Holly Hinckley Lesan, International Center for Law &

First grade students at St. Paul School, Florence, meet with their

eighth grade “buddies” for the first time.

CDI Electric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

CHEF BARONE'’S
CATERING

*Parties *Weddings
*Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
*25 To 1000 People
“Our Foods Taste Good”

Serving Greater Cincinnati

Call Jill

491-6391
1640 Dixie Highway

Park Hills, Ky.

2023 Parish Festivals

Sts. Peter and Paul,
Sept. 23, Octoberfest
6-11 p.m.

DCCH Center for
Children & Families,
Sept. 30, 2-10 p.m.

St. Agnes Parish,
Ft. Wright,
September 22-24

St. Benedict Parish,
Covington,
September 22-23

Religion Studies at Brigham Young University (BYU) Law School
and Gary Greenberg, retired principal in the Cincinnati law office
of Jackson Lewis P.C. and president of the Jewish Federation of
Cincinnati. For information visit thomasmore.edu/religiousliber-
ty

Save the date for Thomas More University’s fall interfaith
event hosted by the Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson Ill ‘67 Institute for
Religious Liberty on Oct. 19, 2023. The event begins at 7 p.m. with
Stephanie Barclay as keynote speaker. Barclay directs Notre Dame
University’s Law School’s Religious Liberty Initiative, which pro-
motes freedom of religion or belief for all people through advocacy,
student formation, and scholarship. More details to come. Visit
thomasmore.edu/religiousliberty for more information.

St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring, PTO Craft Show accepting ven-
dor applications for its craft show Nov. 4,9 a.m.-3 p.m. Table
prices include 8-foot tables and two chairs. One table: $30; two
tables: $50, electric available for an additional $2.50 per table. Set up
the evening before the craft show available. Contact Rebecca
Stidham at fawn.stidham486@gmail.com.

A faith-based support group, New Beginnings provides separat-
ed and divorced individuals the opportunity for healing and
growth. In this group, participants find new understanding of
themselves and their relationships and gain courage to discover
new life. Registration is required. Visit https://covdio.org/new-
beginnings-2/ or call (859) 392-1500, ext.1592. The next session will
be held on consecutive Thursdays, Oct.12 - Dec. 7, 7 - 8:30 p.m.,
Holy Trinity Elementary School, Bellevue.

DCCH Children’s Home Flea Market, F't. Mitchell, year-round, 8:30
a.m.- noon, Monday, Thursday, and Saturday; (Dec.— April, Monday,
Thursday and every 3rd Saturday). Donation drop-off during Flea
Market hours or at drop-off box anytime.

Showing
extraordinary love
at prayer service

St. Pius X School,
Edgewood, held their
opening prayer service
to introduce the school
year’s theme “We Are
Called To Be Servant
Leaders, Do ORDINARY
things with EXTRAOR-
DINARY love.” During
the service, Fr. Baiju,
Mrs. Jill Lonnemann,
principal, and Mrs.
Betsy Greenwell,
assistant principal, mod-
eled servant leadership
by washing the feet of
faculty representatives.

319 FAIRFIELD AVE.
BELLEVUE, KY 41073
859-261-3636

J] EWETLERS
CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932

SPECIALIZING IN REFURBISHED HIGH END WATCHES, NEW AND ESTATE
JEWELRY, AND A LARGE SELECTION OF GIA GERTIFIED DIAMONDS.




ALLIANCE FOR CATHOLIC URBAN EDUCATION

ACUE

THANKS OUR WONDERFUL

LEADERSHIPDONORS

2022-2023 Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Brauley Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dressman Dr. Joseph Haas
ACUE Annual Fund Dr. Lawrence Brennan and Mr. and Mrs. James Dressman, lll Mike and Stacie Haas
Most Raverend John Mfert Ms. Karen Enzweiler Julie and Chris DuPont Dorothy and Larry Hafertepen
Honorary Chair Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Brunner Mrs. Deborah Jo Durr Richard D. Hannan Family
Del and Jeanna Burchell Michael and Leslie Dyas Foundation
Mrs. Julie Dupont Burleigh Family Foundation David N. and Ann Early Foundation ~ Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hardcorn
General Chair Mr. Daniel Burr Mr. Andy and Dr. Molly Eisner Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hardig
Mrs. Pauline Baumann Tom and Tammy Butler Mrs. Kelly Epplen Mr. Michael A. Hartmann and
Honorary Leadership Chair Paul and Mary Carl ESAP - The George Hubert Jr. Ms. Molly Q. Hartmann
Wayne and Frances K. Carlisle Family Family Foundation Richard and Julie Heidrich
Christ the Teacher Mr. Russell Carson and Esselman Family Fund Family Fund
Society Mrs. Sally Desmond Mr. and Mrs. Donald Evans Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hentz
Don and Lynne Able Galen and Annie Chun Mr. and Mrs. David Faeth Mr. and Mrs. John Hodge, llI
Anonymous Mr. and Mrs. Robert Collins Dan and Renee Fagel Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hoffer
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Arlinghaus Mr. and Mrs. Garren Colvin Dr. and Mrs. James Farrell Mrs. Virginia Holstein
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Arlinghaus Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Colvin, Jr. Jon and Becky Fedor Mr. and Mrs. Mick Holtzleiter
Jeffrey and Melanie Amold Mr. and Mrs. John Comer Elaine and Henry Fischer Ms. Bonnie Hugus
Ms: Linda Armold Congregation of Divine Providence  Bill and Joy Fotsch Family Fund Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Huller
Mr. Mark Arnzen of Kentucky Most Reverend Roger J. Foys, D.D. Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Kappes
William and Theresa Averbeck Mr. and Mrs. John Creed Mr. and Mrs. John Gartner, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. Roger Keller
Juan L. and Janet L. Aviles Mr. John Cunningham and Mr. John Garvey llI Mr. Edward Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. David Ayres Mrs. Karma Klingenberg Mr. Dan Gerrety Rev. Msgr. Kurt Kemo
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Badarak Mr. and Mrs. Robert Curtis Mr. and Mrs. James Glatthaar Al Kenkel Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. John Bankemper Mr. James and Dr. Holly Danneman  Mr. Matt Grannen and Mr. and Mrs. Doug Kennedy
M David Baurian Bill and Kathy Danneman Ms. MaryAnn Pietromonaco King Family Fund
Pauline and Norb Baumann Dean Family Foundation Mr. and Mrs. Robert Griffin Mr. George Kingston and
The Honorable and Mrs. William Mike and Beth Dempsey Michael and Elizabeth Griffith Ms. Rosemary McGuire
and Peggy Bertelsman Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Depenbrock  Mark and Susan Grimme Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Kirst
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Birkenhauer ~ Mr. and Mrs. Charles Deters Family Foundation Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Klare
Matthew Bischoff Family Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dietz Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Groneck Susan R. and Franklin S. Kling, Jr.
Tom and Tracy Bowers Mr. and Mrs. William DiGrezio Dr. Robert Gronner Thomas P. and Ann B. Knox
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Boyle Mr. and Mrs. Barri Donaghy Dr. and Mrs. Paul Guenthner Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Kohlhepp
Mr. and Mrs. James Bradley Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Dorger Mark and Casey Guilfoyle Dr. and Mrs. James Kolenich
Mrs. Irmaleen Drees David and Rosina Haas Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kolkmeier

Mr. Harold Kremer

Mrs. Nancy Kuchle

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Larmann
Dr. and Mrs. Keith Laws

James and Mary Lazzari

Mr. and Mrs. Hien Le

Dcn. and Mrs. John Leardon
Mr. Richard Lehman

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lehmkuhl
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Leis

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lemberg
Mr. and Mrs. G. Guy Linnemann

Cornerstone Donors

Yung Family Foundation

Corporex/The Butler Foundation
Drees Homes Foundation
Rosenberger Family Foundation
St. Elizabeth Healthcare

-

Recognition is based on leadership contributions to ACUE of $1,000 or more received from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jamal Muashsher

Thomas and Sara Mueller

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Munninghoff, Jr.

Marc and Susan Neltner Family Fund

Dan and Kris Neyer Family
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Noll

Mr. Gregory Oplatek

Ms. Katherine Papp

Ms. Kathleen Perkins

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pujol

Mr. Stanley Raaker

Steve and Carol Rankin

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ransdell

Mr. John T. Rasp, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Rawe

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Rawe

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Read

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rechtin, Il

William and Julea Remke Fund

Mr. William Rice
S 4‘&4‘\ _l..-_- 'y
o

Mrs. Mary Lonneman

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Lubbe
Mrs. Mary Luebbers

Mark and Tia Luegering
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Mace

David and Mary Maher

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mayer
Mr. Gerald Mayerhofer

Ms. Peggy McCloskey

Mr. Thomas McEntee

Mr. Michael McLane

Ryan and Meghan McLane
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Megerle
Don and Paula Meihaus

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Menke

Mr. and Mrs. David Meyer

Mike and Jenny Meyer

Timothy and Leila Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Meyerratken
Dr. Stephen M. Meyers

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Moore

Daniel and Karen Riegler
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Robinson

Mrs. Joan Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. James Roebker
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Roenker
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Rohmiller
Dr. Raymond Rolwing
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rose
Rosenberger Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ruberg
Monica and Brett Ruschman
Mr. Robert Ryan
Kathy and Tom Saalfeld
Saint Agnes Parish
Saint Barbara Church
Holy Name Society
Drs. Craig and Kimberly Sanders
Peter P.and Mary Butler Sartori Fund
Ms. Margaret Schack
Joe and Ginnie Schmidt
Ms. Karen Schmidt
Gregory L. Schroeder Family Fund
Mr. Michael Schroer and
Ms. Carey Kruer
Bill and Amy Schult
Mr. Michael Schulte
Mrs. Mary Seiter
Charles and Ruth Seligman
Family Foundation, Inc.
Sisters of Notre Dame
of the United States
George M. Sharp, lll and
Tara A. Sharp
Mick and Nancy Shaughnessy
Mr. Paul Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Smith
Mr. John Snow and
Mrs. Paula Biliter Snow
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Spellman
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard St. Amand
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Steffen
Robert and Cathy Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. David Tavel
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Thueneman
Dan and Wendy Tobergte
Bill and Ellen Torbeck
Mr. Jon and Dr. Shelly Voet
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Vogelpohl
Jerry and Susan Von Handorf
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Vonderhaar
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew VonLehman
John and Mary Anne Walcutt

Alliance for Catholic Urban Education (859) 392-1500 covdio.org/schools/acue

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Weber

Dr. Gregory Weckenbrock

Dr. William Wehrman, lll

Mr. and Mrs. Quin Wichmann
Deacon Joseph Wiedeman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wilmhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Winnike
Mr. Jeffrey Wolnitzek

Wolnitzek Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wulfeck

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wurtenberger
Chris and Kelley Young

Yung Family Foundation
Sheila and Martin Zalla Family
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zeck

Mr. and Mrs. William Zeck

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Zembrodt
Mr. Wilbert Ziegler

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Zimmer
Mr. and Mrs. W. Robert Zumbiel

Leadership

Organizations

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield

in Kentucky
Ashley Construction, Inc.
Bessler U Pull and Save
Bills Kids
CDI Electric, Inc.
Central Bank of Northern Kentucky
Charles H. Bilz Insurance
Corporex/The Butler Foundation
Drees Homes Foundation
Dressman, Benzinger and LaVelle,

(DBL Law) PSC
DuPont Plumbing, Inc.
The R.C. Durr Foundation, Inc.
Fourth Street Performance Partners
Heritage Bank
JBZ, Inc.
Messer Construction Co.
Miramar Charitable Foundation
St. Elizabeth Healthcare
Thomas More University
Verst Group Logistics
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE CLEANING

Isn't it time you come clean? We don't cut

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

CAFETERIA MANAGERS-
DIOCESE OF COVINGTON SCHOOL
LUNCH PROGRAM

The Diocese of Covington School Lunch Program is
currently seeking dedicated Cafeteria Managers to join our
team at St. Anthony, Taylor Mill, and St. Agnes, Ft. Wright.
The important role of Cafeteria Manager

contributes to the successful operation of our school lunch
program, ensuring the provision of nutritious meals to our

students.

We offer competitive compensation and benefits packages
for eligible employees. Exact details will be discussed during
the interview process.

To apply please go to www.covdio.org/employment, School
Related Openings, Employment Application Non-Teacher,
send completed application to: Diocese of Covington Attn:
Laura Hatfield SLP Director, 1125 Madison Ave. Covington
Ky. 41011.

THE NOTRE DAME URBAN
EDUCATION CENTER

Is looking for Tutors and students. If you love seeing
children learn and have a couple hours a week free,
NDUEC is a great place to volunteer.

If your child struggles to get their homework completed
each day NDUEC is the place for them.

Tutoring sessions begin September 5th, runs
Monday-Thursday 3-5. If interested in either one
please call 859-261-4487 for more information.

The Bill & Betsy

theben

Care Center

We are HIRING!

As a medical model adult day care, we also provide daily
transportation to and from not only our center, but also for
individuals who have jobs in the community and
we need you!

We have a part time transportation position open 15-20
hours per week. Duties includes daily maintenance of
buses, some light maintenance work and PRN driving
(coverage for vacations, etc.) Hourly rate $15.50 per hour
for daily duties, $17 per hour for PRN driving duties.
Ability to drive a bus a must. This 1s a wheelchair lift
accessible bus. Does not require a CDL. No holidays, no
weekends, no evenings! Training provided. Contact Kym
Hodge, Transportation Manager at
859-525-1128 or email her at khodge(@csadultday.org

SEE THE ABLE, NOT THE LABEL

Part of The Point/Are Familv of Programs

Adult Day Health Care &
Medicaid Transportation

31 Spiral Drive, Florence, Ky

Marco Island, FL

&-min. walk to beach. 18t floor fully furnished 2BR,

2 bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com

or (859) 801-8691 for pricing, pictures & availability.
View at EarlFranksFlooringFacebook.com

Good Job Remodeling LLC
and Ha n

Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

CAREMNET, loin Care Net'
Preguancy Sersicesof Norhern Kenacy  HiT€-affirming team!
Part-Time RDMS Nurse Manager

Perform limited obstetric ultrasounds and STI testing.

RN & RDMS licenses required. 12-18 hrs/wk, 1st shift,
Mon-Thurs.

Part-Time RDMS Advocate

Perform limited obstetric ultrasounds. Active registry
status & sonography certification required. 12-18 hrs/
wk, 1st shift, Mon-Thurs.

Part-Time Business/Community Liaison .
Help build financial support for Care Net. E#. \

15 hrs/wk, Mon-Thurs. r?:%. I
Visit carenetnky.org/employment, scan il:-':‘"

the code or call (859) 431-9178. [E]pEEy

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Augustine Parish.

Moore's Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

ST. STEPHEN CEMETERY GRAVE SPACE
FOR SALE

Section 23. Block C. Lot 303. Grave #1. Asking $1,400.00.
Contact Janet Green (937) 725-6413
E Mail greenjanet6413@yahoo.com

Job Opportunities
at Catholic Charities.

Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Covington is adding services
and growing, and this is an
exciting time to serve in our local Church. If you have a desire to work
in an environment where you can truly make a difference by serving
others, Catholic Charities seeks candidates to fill the following positions:

Catholic
Charities

Diocese of Covington

Mental Health Agency Counselor

We are seeking a full-time counselor for our agency’s mental health
program. The position includes general counseling services to
individuals, couples and families. This is 40 hours a week, some evening
hours. Necessary qualifications include MSW or Master in linical
counseling and State Licensed (preferred) or license eligibility,
experience with assessment, diagnosis, and treatment and solid
record-keeping and organizational skills.

Jail Ministry Coordinator

include: Develop and maintain resources that address needs of the
incarcerated, the newly released, and their families; Provide a diocesan
framework for the recruitment, certification and training of volunteers
to participate in jail/prison ministry; coordinate and lead the jail
ministry advisory committee and engage with members to provide
support to jail ministry volunteers; participate in the Northern Kentucky
Reentry Team; and monitor and provide support to the family support
group. Necessary qualifications include bachelor's degree in a human
service field; Experience in pastoral ministry preferred; Ability to
network and coordinate activities with community partners dedicated
to working with prisoners, ex-offenders, and their families; Knowledge
and understanding of community resources in Northern Kentucky;
Strong boundaries, communication skills and excellent with details.

Additional details about each of the above opportunities can be found
on our website at https://www.covingtoncharities.org/news-
events/job-opportunities. Please contact Shannon Braun directly at
sbraun@covingtoncharities.org if you would like to learn more about
any of these opportunities.

CONDO ON LONGBOAT KEY ,FL
FOR LEASE

Newly renovated 2 BED /2 BATH OCEAN FRONT,
for lease. (1 month minimum lease).
$7.000.00/plus tax/MO. Available Nov., Dec. 2023,
and March, April 2024.

Heated pool Washer/Dryer, and Catholic Church directly
across street. Call/Text 513-532-4037 for serious
inquires. Will supply Pics.

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on
placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1572
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Celebrating anniversaries

(Continued from page 1)

band and his wife, the two, had become so much one that
when he came carrying her picture and the love he held for
her in his heart, she was here,” said Bishop Iffert. “It was
a beautiful moment and it really invited me to reflect on
just what this extraordinary sacrament and mystery of

marriage is all about. Those two become one. Wherever he

St. Mary's Parish Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington

Kevin and Emily Niehaus, 1 year

Lawrence and Sandra
Andrzejewski, 50 years

Neil and Maureen Blunt, 50 years

Robert and Diane Maher,
50 years

Rick and Charlotte Read, 60 years

Blessed Sacrament Parish,
Ft. Mitchell

Bill and Kim Dehlinger, 1 year

Jacob and Bridgette Lentsch,
1 year

David and Lisa Laudenslayer,
25 years

Bernard and Cynthia Dusing,
50 years

David and Carol Hentz, 61 years
Robert and Joan Trame, 63 years

Leo and Patricia Salzman,
67 years

Jerome and Johanna Stegman,
68 years

Divine Mercy Parish, Bellevue

Roy and Maureen Gibson,
50 years

Albert and Shirley Bricking,
72 years

Holy Cross Parish, Latonia

Michael and Amy Dusing,
25 years

Holy Spirit Parish, Newport
Karl and Eberle Nielsen, 1 year

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, Burlington

Bruce and Tina McMain, 25 years
Larry and Lisa Newport, 25 years

Bernie and Silvia Schmidt,
25 years

John and Carla Behymer, 50 years

Ray and Darlene Rechtin,
50 years

John and Margaret Portwood,
57 years

Terry and Dee Gaffney, 60 years
Leon and Carol Kruep, 70 years

Mary, Queen of Heaven
Parish, Erlanger

Roger and Rose Hengehold,
50 years

Steve and Mary Ann Kidney,
50 years

David and Linda Stricker, 50 years

Ralph and Marcella Marsh,
68 years

Mother of God Parish,
Covington

Gary and Kathleen Rosing,
50 years

Clifford and Carol Sue Wagner,
60 years

Chris and Angela Collins, 25 years

St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright
Luke and Missy Hail, 25 years
Steve and Jane Lorenz, 50 years
Walt and Martha Witt, 64 years

St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill

Benjamin and Krista Braun,
25 years

St. Barbara Parish, Erlanger

John and Deborah Wood,
50 years

St. Bernard Parish, Dayton

Joseph and Elvera Enzweiler,
71 years

Sts. Boniface and James
Parish, Ludlow

Tim and Linda Gormley, 50 years

St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
Ft. Thomas

Ronald and Carol Ewing, 65 years

St. Cecilia Parish, Independence

Charles and Peggy Butler,
50 years

Robert and Donna Schroeder,
50 years

Gregory and Gwen Walters,
50 years

William and Betty Waymeyer,
68 years

St. Henry Parish, Elsmere
Kevin and Laura Ryan, 25 years

Dave and Debbie Blanchet,
50 years

St. James Parish, Minerva

Tony and Charlotte Wenz,
60 years

St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs

Laurence and Catherine Fritz,
25 years

St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring
Joe and Maureen Mayer, 25 years
Don and Ruth Harvey, 50 years

Michael and Beverly Kleier,
50 years

Bill and Judy Rawe, 50 years

is, she is too. Wherever she is, his heart remains. It’s sort
of the way we describe the Trinity.”

Bishop Iffert ended his homily in gratitude for the wit-
ness each couple is to their families, communities, and the
Church.

“I thank you for what you do for the life of the Church,”

Joe and Jan Schwegmann,
50 years

Daniel and Beverly Walsh,
50 years

Ron and Sally Albrinck, 60 years

Larry and Gayle Voet, 62 years
Ed and Ruth Rawe, 67 years

St. Joseph Parish, Crescent
Springs

Bishop Iffert said, “You live as one and you show us that
real community and unity in Christ are possible. And you
reflect Gods love and his desire for every soul and his
mercy, his compassion, his sacrificial love. You make one
another present everywhere you are, and you make God

present to us ... you show us the way God loves.”

Albert and Melinda Kovacic, Richard and Regina Siegrist,
25 years 50 years

J. Gregory and Lou Ann Brauch, Linus and Ruth Ann Enzweiler,
50 years 60 years

(continued on page 14)

(859) 261-0746

Established by the St. Charles Community

A little help can make
a blg difference.

3703 Winston Ave, Latonia KY

seniorresource@stchariescommunity.org

Listening.
caring.
Helping.
Providing the
tools for seniors
and families to
navigate aging
services.

St. Vincent de Paul NKY Vehicle
Donation Program

Donating your car is easy!

Donating your vehicle provides meals, beds and hope to our neighbors in need. Giving a
vehicle of Hope to St. Vincent de Paul NKY is hassle free. We make it easy by handling the
pickup, paperwork and provide a tax receipt *Consult your tax advisor.

Schedule your free &
convenient pick-up.

Receive a donation
receipt. That’s it!

Simply call or complete our
online donation form.

Call: 859-426-2649 or visit: www.svdpnky.org to get started.
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(continued from page 13) Robert and Mary Louise Hill,
St. Joseph Parish, Crescent 69 years
Springs (continued)
Joseph and Virginia Schmidt, St. Patrick Parish, Maysville
60 years Bill and Ann Gatherwright,

65 years

St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish, Alexandria

Mike and Juliette Bezold,

St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill
William and Barbara Hemsath,

25 years 50 years
Robert and Janice Garlich, Robert and Ruth Kemper,
50 years 50 years
Gary and Debby Straus, 50 years Steve and Kathy Schaber,
Tom and Maryanne Backscheider, 50 years

61 years

NKU Newman Club Family Picnic
Members of the Northern Kentucky University Newman Club held its first Family Picnic, Sept. 14. Over 30 people attended ranging in age from 18 months to over 90 years. The Newman
Club gathers as a community for Mass every Sunday at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring.

St. Paul Parish, Florence

Paul and Mary Ann Fedders,
50 years

Steven and Debra Scott, 50 years
Phillip and Edith Trzop, 50 years

Gerald and Beverly Bailey,
60 years

Barry and Martha Neltner,
Florence, 50 years

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
California

Anthony (Tony) and Mandee
Wells, 25 years

St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood

Brennan and Jennifer Hehman,
25 years

Bill and Marilyn Germann,
50 years

Allan and Peggy Haskell, 50 years
David and Diane Nutini, 50 years

Jack and Eileen Schroeder,
50 years

Scott and Noreen Seiter, 50 years
David and Lisa Tabeling, 50 years

Pablo and Concordia Bautista,
60 years

William and Theresa Averbeck,
63 years

Bob and Martina Durrett,
67 years

St. Thomas Parish, Ft. Thomas
Josh and Lydia Ostertag, 1 year

Sean and Amanda Donelan,
25 years

Darrell and Karen Gillum,
25 years

Song Hun and Esther Nam,
25 years

Daniel and Ellen Curtin, 50 years
John and Carol Fey, 50 years
Jim and Ruth Kevill, 50 years

Robert and Dolores Lorenz,
50 years

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Donald and Elsa Lee Frey,
60 years

Bill and Rita Burkart, 61 years
Gerald and Carol Ling, 65 years

St. Timothy Parish, Union
John and Marla Layne, 50 years

Members of Diocese
Jim and Helene Apke, 50 years

Outside of the Diocese

Trevor and Bridget Sacilowski,
1 year

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business
Residential and Commercial
« All Types of Drains
« Problem Lines
« Preventive Maintenance
+ Sump Pump Lines
« Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS CONCRETE WORK
¢French Drains ¢Swales +Driveways
+Culverts +Catch Basins | ¢ Patios
+Downspout ¢Channel +Stamped

Extensions Drains +Cleaning & Sealing

Residential

Commercial

EXCAVATING - GRADING - TRENCHING
RETAINING WALLS - BOBCAT WORK - GRAVEL DRIVES
STUMP GRINDING - WATER LINE REPLACMENT

(859) 815-0779

5t. Barbara Parishioner

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #MO04784

Schneller
Mnmﬁnﬁlmnn

Plumbing - Heating - Air

The Family Owned Company

America’s Choice in Homecare.

W ARC ELE

IC

memg,An els!

LIVING I\SSISTANCE SERVICES

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS e HEATING SYSTEMS © AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
* New installations ¢ Repair all makes and models
* Clean & Service * Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 = — = WYORK"

INSTALL CONFIDENCE

Fully Insured
Call or Text (859) 308-9843

WWW.GI’CGIeChVUC.COm Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125
BLAU Missed an edition
MECHANICAL, INC. of the Messenger?
Heating & Piping Current and back issues of
the Messenger
Tree & Construction Hot Water Steam Vapor are available online at Call Chuck at the MESSENGER
Group 1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159 covdio orgmessenger. _
to place your ad in
TREE SPECIALIST - , the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding Moving? Wrong address? (859) 392-1572

Call the circulation desk,
(859) 392-1570
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Pew: More Americans pessimistic

about future of marriage/family

WASHINGTON — The American public’s views of the fami-
ly are “complicated” and becoming “more pessimistic than
optimistic about the institution of marriage and the family,”
according to a new report from Pew Research Center. Social
and legal changes in recent decades have increased the variety
of households in the United States, data shows. A growing
share of U.S. adults in recent decades have either delayed or
foregone marriage, according to Pew’s analysis of U.S. Census
Bureau data. The survey about the future of the country found
that when asked about marriage and family, 40% of Americans
said they are very or somewhat pessimistic about the institu-
tion of marriage and the family. Just 25% are very or some-
what optimistic. Another 29% said they are neither optimistic
nor pessimistic. Just 23% of Americans called being married
as either extremely or very important to living a fulfilling life,
while just 26% said the same of having children. Those trends
hold across religious groups. Just 22% of Catholics identified
marriage as either extremely or very important to living a ful-
filling life; 31% said the same about having children. When
asked to rank what factors were extremely or very important
for a fulfilling life, most Americans pointed to career satisfac-
tion (71%) and having close friends (61%). Most Catholics
ranked having a job or career they enjoy (77%) and having
close friends (59%) as extremely or very important to living a
fulfilling life.

Russia’s goal is to destroy population
in Ukraine

LVIV, Ukraine — “It destroyed a year and a half worth of
work,” Auxiliary Bishop Edward Kawa of Lviv, said about a
Russian aerial attack on the western Ukrainian city of Lviv
that has killed one and destroyed a warehouse belonging to
Caritas-Spes, the Roman Catholic mission of Caritas in
Ukraine, in the early morning hours of Sept. 19. “Russia’s
operations are satanic in a way. First, they destroy people’s
homes. Then, they destroy the things that can help them in
their misery,” he said. Some humanitarian items — like
“Packages for Ukraine,” a huge load of humanitarian help
from Caritas Poland — arrived at the warehouse only a day
before they were blown up by a drone strike, Bishop Kawa
said. Among the items destroyed were 33 pallets of food kits, 10
pallets of hygiene kits and cans, 10 pallets with generators and
clothing — a total of about 300 tons of humanitarian goods.

JEFF & CHERYL SISKA  859-816-7910
AUCTIONEER - APPRAISALS - ESTATE & COLLECTIONS BUYER
WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING...

o COSTUME JEWELRY ~ # BEER & LIQUOR SIGNS & LIGHTS
JSLLJgET i%im o COINS & PAPER MONEY

. * ROOKWOOD & ROSEVILLE POTTERY
« FENTON GLASS « HOLIDAY TEMS INC YARD DECOR,
"u\ggﬁg'i'&%g'@m CERAMIC CHRISTMAS TREES, &

. ORNAMENTS

i §§§§$§2&K§ %RJ&% « REDS & SPORTING ITEMS BEFORE 1976
: MUSICALINSTRUMENTS.* TOYS & BANKS BEFORE 1980

L e BT * FIREKING & PYREX MIXING BOWLS
s & OVENWARE

WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES—WE BUY COMPLETE
& PARTIAL ESTATES AS WELL AS COMPLETE COLLECTIONS!

o

INFINITIL

SHOP NORTHERN KENTUCKY'S BEST
SELECTION ON NEW, CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED & PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

INFINITI OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

1945 DIXIE HWY | FORT WRIGHT, KY 41011
www.InfinitiOfNorthernKentucky.com
TOLL FREE: 1-855-842-8906

The entire winter load that would have been distributed to all
corners of Ukraine was there, only waiting to be sent where it
was most needed. Now, the bishop said, the goal is that “people
are not left without bread, without this help, the most urgent
necessities. ... We will need really a lot of effort, and a lot, a lot,
a lot of work.”

Bishop hopes ‘history will not repeat
itself’ in Armenian enclave

GLENDALE, Calif. — Armenian Catholic Bishop Mikael A.
Mouradian of the California-based Armenian Catholic
Eparchy of Our Lady of Nareg told OSV News he hopes that
“history will not repeat itself” following a Sept. 20 ceasefire in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Azerbaijan’s troops launched a Sept. 19
offensive in the historic Armenian enclave (known in
Armenian by its ancient name, Artsakh), located in southwest-
ern Azerbaijan and internationally recognized as part of that
nation. The attacks, which Azerbaijani forces called an “anti-
terror” operation, Kkilled at least 32 people, including seven
civilians, and wounded another 200. As part of the Russian-
brokered ceasefire, Nagorno-Karabakh forces have acceded to
Azerbaijan’s demands for complete disarmament, with Russia
claiming to have evacuated some 2,000 villagers since the Sept.
19 offensive. Despite the ceasefire, explosions and additional
clashes have been reported. “The ceasefire is what we were
asking for, but I hope that Russia and Azerbaijan will keep
their promise that the Artsakh Armenians will live in peace on
their ancestral lands with the full rights of free citizens,” said
Bishop Mouradian, noting that the latest aggression — which
followed a nine-months-long blockade by Azerbaijan that creat-
ed a humanitarian crisis — added to a long history of
Azerbaijan efforts to eradicate Armenians and their culture
from the region.

Nigeria sees priest, 36 others abduct-
ed in just a few days

ABUJA, Nigeria — In another chapter of an “evil scheme”
plaguing Nigeria, the southern Enugu Diocese asked for
prayers for Father Marcellinus Obioma Okide, who was kid-
napped Sept. 17. The priest was reportedly abducted on his
way to St. Mary Amofia-Agu Affa Parish, where he serves as a
parish priest. Six other people who were traveling with him
were also kidnapped. In a Sept. 18 release sent to OSV News,
Father Wilfred Chidi Agubuchie, the diocesan chancellor and
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secretary confirmed the abductions, and called on the
Christian community to pray for the priest’s safe release and
“a change of heart on the part of the kidnappers.” Christians
in Africa’s largest nation have become prized targets for terror-
ist groups such as Fulani herdsmen, according to Emeka
Umeagbalasi, chairman of Intersociety, a nongovernmental
human rights organization. He said 22 communities and vil-
lages have been under the siege of the jihadist Fulani herds-
men and other assembled jihadists since 2022, accusing the
government of former President, Muhammaru Buhari of
using such Fulani attacks to enhance an agenda of “Islamizing
Nigeria.” Johan Viljoen, Director of the Denis Hurley Peace
Institute of the South Africa Catholic bishops’ conference told
OSV News that “the situation in Enugu is particularly severe.
Enugu state shares a border with Benue state, which has been
under sustained attack.”

Migrants stream northward toward

U.S. border in record numbers

MEXICO CITY — Dominican Brother Obed Cuellar has seen
large numbers of migrants arrive daily in the Mexican border
city of Piedras Negras, where they plan to cross the Rio
Grande into neighboring Eagle Pass, Texas. But there’s still
space available in the diocesan-run migrant shelter. “They
head straight for the river,” he told OSV News. An estimated
2,200 migrants crossed the Rio Grande into Eagle Pass in the
early morning hours of Sept. 18, one of the largest massive
crossings on record, according to Fox News. It’s a scene play-
ing at other crossings across the nearly 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico
border as migrants arrive in increasingly large numbers,
straining the resources of migrant-assistance organizations
and U.S. border patrol officials alike. The U.S. Border Patrol
recorded more than 177,000 arrests in August, according to the
Washington Post — roughly a 30% increase from the 132,652
migrants detained in July. The sharp increase in arrests fol-
lowed a jump from 99,539 detentions in June — the month fol-
lowing the end of Title 42, the pandemic-era health provision
which allowed for the immediate expulsion of migrants to
Mexico. A record number of families also were taken into cus-
tody by Border Patrol in August, according to the Post.
Analysts say the urge to migrate remains strong — with many
people coming from countries such as Venezuela, Nicaragua
and Cuba. Some migrants are allowed entry into the U.S. and
receive notices to appear in court. But many are sent back to
Mexico and transported to destinations in southern states far
from the United States border.
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Pope: Christians are called to fight ‘every form of slavery’

Justine McLellan
Catholic News Service

Inspired by the dignity of each human being as
revealed by Jesus, Christians are called to fight “every
form of slavery,” whether physical, social or spiritual,
Pope Francis said.

“Jesus, God made man, elevated the dignity of every
human being and exposed the falsehood of slavery,” the
pope told people gathered in St. Peter’s Square for his gen-
eral audience Sept. 20. “As Christians, therefore, we are
called to fight against every form of slavery.”

Continuing his weekly catechesis on zeal for evange-
lization, the pope discussed the life of St. Daniele
Comboni, a 19th-century Italian bishop who dedicated his
life to establishing and supporting missions in Africa,
where Pope Francis said the saint witnessed the “horror of
slavery.”

“Comboni, by the light of Christ, became aware of the
evil of slavery; he also understood that social slavery is
rooted in a deeper slavery, that of the heart, that of sin,
from which the Lord delivers us,” he said.

Pope Francis stressed that “slavery, like colonialism, is
not a thing of the past,” and recalled his address to South
Sudanese political leaders during his visit to the country
in February in which he called for an end to the economic
colonialism that followed the end of political colonialism
in Africa.

St. Comboni, the pope said, understood that those he
evangelized in Africa were “not only ‘objects’ but ‘subjects’
of the mission” and praised the saint’s philosophy about
evangelization in Africa contained in his missionary slo-
gan: “Save Africa through Africa.”

“How important it is, even today, to advance the faith
and human development from within the contexts of mis-
sion instead of transplanting external models or limiting
oneself to sterile welfarism,” Pope Francis said. “Take up
the way of evangelization from the culture of the people.
Evangelizing the culture and enculturating the Gospel go
together.”

The pope highlighted St. Comboni’s efforts to involve
laypeople, families and catechists — “treasures of the
church” — in evangelization as a way of “making all
Christians protagonists of evangelizing action” and pre-
venting clericalism.

After his catechesis, Pope Francis mentioned a meeting
he had before his general audience with Brazilian lawmak-
ers working on behalf of the poor. “They do not forget the

poor; they work for the poor,” he said. “To you I say, ‘do not
forget the poor;” because they will be the ones who open the
door to heaven for you.”

The pope also noted the “worrying news” from the
South Caucasus region “where the already critical human-
itarian situation was aggravated by further armed con-

flict” after Azerbaijan attacked the Armenian enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh Sept. 19.

“I call on all involved parties and the international com-
munity to silence weapons and make every effort to find
peaceful solutions for the good of people and respect for
human dignity;” he said.

i

CNS photo/Lola Gomez

Pope Francis greets visitors from the popemobile as he rides around St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican before his weekly

general audience Sept. 20, 2023.
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