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Christmas
Let's interrogate that last note. God deigns to become like us in all things but sin. We know that Jesus was not

stained by original or personal sin. This is an article of faith. Sin is foreign to God. Yet, Jesus Christ was born into
a fallen world and willingly shared with us the curse that flows from our personal and social sin. For love of us,

24 Giving Machines

‘Emmanuel — God is with us’ the Word of God became flesh. He became subject to discomfort, illness, and even death. At birth, Jesus joined
The Messenger staff wishes you and your our plaintive wail as he drew his first breaths. Jesus assumed the duty of labor and work. He lived under an
loved ones a very merry Christmas and oppressive Roman regime and suffered under the whim of a ruthless puppet king. He knew racism and
a blessed New Year. This is our final issue . . . . . . e .
of the year. Our next issue — antisemitism. And violence. Jesus lived in a violent world and was eventually its victim. He accepted being

the first issue of the 94th edition of the shunned and an outcast. Jesus knew the betrayal of a trusted friend. In the end, he experienced the isolation

izzrzmer— il (o2 e, = of abandonment. Pain, so much pain. And grief.

The Curia offices will be glosed from
Dec. 20 - Jan. 2 for the Christmas season. The Lord of the universe was born a child. He made himself small and vulnerable so that you and | might know
Many staff members will have limited h | h is the ulti l £ I d ch do this f his i d's qift. It i
access to thelr exmaillduring the holiday, that a love that respects us is the ultimate reality of our lives. God chose to do this for us. This is God’s gift. It is

the greatest gift we could ever imagine. The respectful love of the giver is the gift.

This is the time of year when Christmas cards assure us of the affection of friends and family. The best of them

?;::::ni;?;d.ulli 2 also points us toward the reality of the respectful love God has for each of us. One card that | received this
People and Events . ............. 1 Advent bears this simple quote from St. Therese of Lisieux. “A God who became so small could only be mercy
Classifieds . . ... ... . .. 18 and love.” This is Christmas and this is the Christmas gift we receive; the source of all creation reveals himself to
Shopper’s Guide ............... 20 us as mercy and love.

VIRTUS ... . e 20 . . . . - .

News Briefs .. 23 As we have received, let us give. St. Therese strove to harmonize with this gift of mercy and love by making

herself small and offering herself in a thousand little ways for the love of all others. This Christmas, let us
imitate the giver by living with respect and love for all others.

Missed an edition? Current and back
issues of the Messenger are available Please pray in an intense and charitable way this Christmas for those who grieve and suffer in the Holy Land

online at covdio.org/messenger. and in every nation wracked by violence and war. Have faith that all things are possible for God and that God
will use even our smallest efforts to heal the world’s greatest harms. Act on this faith.

| give thanks to God for the works of charity that come so naturally to you. And, as always, | am amazed by
your faith, inspired by your kindness, and grateful for the warm welcome you extend to me on every occasion.
I am most pleased that you love one another and urge one another toward holiness.

Merry Christmas everyone. With respect and love for us, the giver makes himself the gift. Let us take up our
cross and follow him.

Yours in the Joy and Love of Christmas, Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 17
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Bishop invites us to ‘rejoice in Mary, commemoratlng
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, celebrated
Dec. 8, is a feast day celebrating the conception of the
Virgin Mary without original sin. It is one of most impor-
tant Marian feasts in the Catholic Church, and is celebrat-
ed as a holy day of obligation.

Bishop John Iffert celebrated a vigil for the feast day,
Dec. 7, at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington.

Dec. 8, 1854, was the year Pope Pius IX defined the teach-
ing of the Immaculate Conception, Bishop Iffert began his
homily noting.

“It doesn’t mean that he was engaged in creative theol-
ogy or pulling something new out of the air,” he said, “To
say that a pope defined the teaching means that the teach-
ing was in the content of the faith handed down to us from
the apostles.”

The apostles and fathers and mothers of the Church
taught that Mary had been protected — that she had been
“maintained in her purity, that God had acted in a gracious
and wonderful way to protect Mary so that she might be
the tabernacle that would bear her Lord to the world.”

This was always Christian teaching, Bishop Iffert con-
tinued, but it was in 1854 that it was defined and estab-
lished as dogma in the Catholic Church — and that the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception was established.

“In the first instance of her conception, by a singular
privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the merits

In the Footsteps of St. Paul
Pilgrimage to Greece

Spiritual Reflection
On this journey, feel the spirit of the New Testament as
you walk in the footsteps of the great apostle St. Paul,
patron of the Diocese of Covington. Experience the
places where Paul lived and preached, gaining a deeper
understanding of the biblical narrative.

Highlights of the Journey
3-night Cruise: Sail through the enchanting Greek islands
of Mykonos, Patmos and Santorini.

Ephesus, Turkey: Explore the ancient Roman city that
played a significant role in the life of Paul the Apostle.

Acropolis in Athens: Stand in awe of this iconic symbol
of ancient Greek civilization.

Corinth: Discover the biblical town where Paul stood
before the tribunal and explore the Agora and the
Bema.

Philippi: Visit the place where Paul delivered his first
sermon in Europe and baptized Lydia, the first Christian.

Dates
October 22 to November 1, 2024

Cost
Base per person rates: Double $5,490;
Single $6,490; Triple $5,440
Information contact
Collette
1-800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1221094

of Jesus Christ, savior of the human race,
was preserved, exempt, from all stain of
original sin,” he said.

Mary was “uniquely placed” in human
history, Bishop Iffert continued, uniquely,
she received the grace to remain “pure of
heart, mind and body” to be the tabernacle—
so that no sin would touch the Savior.

“The cross of Jesus Christ, in the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Mother; is revealed as the central act of
human history,” Bishop Iffert said,
“The offer of salvation to every human
being that has ever existed and will ever
exist — flowing forward in time and
back in time... the center of history, the
cross of Jesus Christ.”

“We rejoice in Mary. We honor her
and venerate her and rejoice in her
unique vocation,” Bishop Iffert con-
cluded his homily. “She, in all the histo-
ry of the world, was the one who God
could prepare to bring us our Savior —
and this very truth teaches us that the
central act of all human history, of all
creation, is the cross and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. And from
that: every gift and blessing flows.”

(above) Deacon Jerry Franzen (left) and
Bishop John Iffert (center) at the vigil Mass
celebrating the Immaculate Conception.
The color blue, worn on their chasubles, is
consistent with Marian feast days.

(left) A statue of the Blessed Virgin in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington— dressed in a blue cloak and
decorated with fresh flowers in
commemoration of the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception.

An Epiphany Epilogue

The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption will resonate with festive music as the Cathedral
Concert Series brings the Season of Christmas to a close with “An Epiphany Epilogue”
concert, Jan. 7, 3:00 p.m. Seasonal selections from a wide variety of traditions make this
program a treat for music lovers of all ages. The Seven Hills Brass Ensemble returns as the
featured guest ensemble. LeeAnn Kordenbrock, Cathedral cantor and soloist, and Principal
Organist Dr. Greg Schaffer offer unique arrangements for voice, synthesizer and organ.
Traditional adornments of the Nativity scene, poinsettias, and evergreen enhance the
stunning interior of the Basilica while the music and sacred art surround the listener.

All are welcome. There is no admission charge. A freewill offering will be accepted.

For more on the Cathedral Concert Series visit www.cathedralconcertseries.org.

Christmas at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption

Sunday, December 24
5:30 p.m. — Mass of the
Vigil of Christmas
Music: Organ, Violin, and
Cantor

Monday, December 25

Midnight — Pontifical Mass

Doors open at 11 p.m.

Prelude Music begins at

11:30 p.m.

Music: Organ, Cathedral
Bishop's Choir

Midnight Mass will be live
streamed and broadcast
live on The CW at 12 a.m.

Mass Schedule

Monday, December 25

(continued)

10 a.m. — Mass of
Christmas Day

Music by the Cathedral

Bishop's Choir

Confessions will be heard:
Friday, Dec. 15, 12-1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16, 3-4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22, 12-1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23, 3-4 p.m.

The Cathedral will be
closed after 10 a.m. Mass
on Christmas Day

The Parish Office will be
closed on Dec. 21-Jan. 2

Sunday, December 31
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph

7:30 a.m., 10 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Monday, January 1, 2024
Solemnity of Mary, The
Holy Mother of God

(not a holy day of obliga-
tion this year)

Daily Mass at 8:15 a.m.

See page 17 for Pope Francis’ Christmas liturgy schedule.

Correction — The December 1 edition of the Messenger incorrectly cited Juan Aviles and Paul Smith
as employees of Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria. Mr. Aviles is general chair of the '23-'24 ACUE
Annual Fund and Mr. Smith is honorary chair of this year’s ACUE leadership appeal. The Messenger

apologizes for this error.

Baker photos
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shipers, came together in community, celebra-
tion and song. At the end of the Mass, mem-
bers of the Cristo Rey community presented
Bishop Iffert with a gift: a song sung by a
grandfather and his grandchildren.

The feast commemorates the appearance of
the Blessed Mother to Mexican St. Juan Diego
in 1531, an event which brough about the con-
version of millions of people.

The feast day on Dec. 12 was established by
Pope Benedict XIV in 1754; Pope John Paul II
declared Our Lady of Guadalupe as “Patroness
of the Americas” and “Star of the New
Evangelization” in 1999.

Celebratlng Qur Lady of Guadalupe

by Bishop John Iffert, joining Father Allan
Frederick, pastor, Cristo Rey.
The Mass, joined by hundreds of wor-

Cristo Rey Parish, Florence, held a special
Mass in celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dec. 12. The Mass was celebrated

Official Appointments
Effective January 1, 2024

Jeff Jehn
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

2024 March for Life looks to the state

Life encouraged all states to hold a
statewide March for Life.”

Starting with Mass at 9:30 a.m. at Good
Shepherd Church, Frankfort, the event will
MARC H FOR LI FE include a rally and prayer until around 3

p.m. at both the Kentucky Capitol Rotunda
and the Memorial for the Unborn in the his-
toric Frankfort Cemetery.

Four buses are scheduled to shuttle people from the
Diocese of Covington to Frankfort for the event, with
RSVP’s for the buses due by Jan. 19.

“We’re hoping to fill all the buses,” said Mrs. Roch, who
is also encouraging people to travel to Frankfort on their
own for the March, if the buses end up filling.

RSVP’s can be given to the diocesan Pro-Life Office,
(859) 392-1500.

Dan Meier
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Since the overturning of
Roe v. Wade, emphasis on
changing hearts and minds in
the states has been made the
primary objective of the 2024
March for Life — with
Kentucky’s happening in Frankfort in the new year, Jan.
23. The March is held in conjunction with the Archdiocese
of Louisville, the Family Foundation, the Knights of
Columbus and other Christian churches.

“The idea was that after Roe v. Wade,” said Faye Roch,
director, Pro-life Office for the Diocese of Covington, “the
states needed to bring more recognition on the issue of
(pro-life) to their community. And the National March for

Mary Paula Schuh
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

Jim Volz
To: Catholic Charities Advisory Board
Term: Three years

Appointed by the Most Rev. John C. Iffert

Bisop of Covington

Jamie N. Schroeder
Chancellor

Bambinelli and Christmas
Tree Lighting and Blessing

Sunday, Dec. 17

St. Mary’s Park,
1125 Madison Ave.,
Covington

Dec. 16
Knights of Columbus annual
Children’s Christmas Party,

Dec. 21
Priest Holy Hour, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, 3

Schedule of Events

Inside at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium

6:30-8 p.m. Elsmere, 10 a.m. p.m.
; E Hot chocolate, cookies, sandwiches Dec. 17 edral I . Dec. 20-Jan. 2 “ e
. . . . Mass, Cathedral Basilica o Diocesan Curia offices close
Oy breparation for the Bambinell] blessing and 7:15 p.m. the Assumption, Covington,  in observance of the

Christmas Tree lighting, Dec. 17, Curia employees
decorate the tree in St. Mary’s Park using an
assortment of oversized baubles decorated by
Catholic schools and institutions.

7:30 a.m.

Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, 5:30 p.m.

Solemnity of Christmas

Dec. 23
Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, 4:30 p.m.

Storytime — “Bambinelli Sunday: A Christmas
Blessing,” by Amy Welborn; narrated by David Cooley

Outside at St. Mary’s Park
2nd annual Christmas

Blessing of the Bambinellis with Bishop Iffert
St. Henry District High School Chamber Choir

Dec. 20

Vespers and seminarian
Christmas dinner, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
4:30 p.m.

6:30-6:45 p.m. ) ) ) Tree/Bambinelli blessing, Dec. 24
Blessed Sacrament Parish Children’s Choir St. Mary’s Park, Covington, Christmas Mass, Cathedral
7:00-7:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Iﬁs;l;c: cr:‘ the Assumption,
Christmas Tree Blessing and Lighting with Bishop Iffert Dec. 19 _ _ T

Advisory Council meeting, Jan. 3
7:15-7:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. Diocesan Curia Offices re-
The Cathedral Bishop's Choir Diocesan Finance Council open 8:30 a.m.
7:30-8 p.m. meeting, 2 p.m.
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Chis Christmas

And the magic of this holy season.
May this year hold
the birth of new
blessings and the
promise of

lasting peace.

Dave Middendorf
Noah Middendorf _»

Nick Dorman :
Dave Rees Vo
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One Name, One Family, One Location
3312 Madison Pike
Ft. Wright, KY 41017
Phone: (859) 341-7800 Fax: (859) 341-1410
www.middendorf-funeralhome.com
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THRIVE! prepares for the
Christmas season, new year

Angie Poat, diocesan Youth

L1 Minister, and the Office of

| Catechesis and Evangelization, held
a THRIVE! youth ministry night,
¥ Dec. 6. A night of prayer,
community and song, the evening
provided those involved in youth
ministry within the Diocese of
Covington information to continue
contributions to helping the
diocese THRIVE! throughout the
Christmas season and new year.
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& HAPPY NEW YEAR

- SERVICE IS OUR
ﬁ PASSION.
v._ by A%

3 e
www.ArlinghausAir.com

(859) 429-0980
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IT’S COVID, “m;mmmm

cﬂl_n E FI_l!I The good news is, there’s help.

SEASON e .




Messenger

We
Choose Life

Pro-Life
'Office

of the Diocese of Covington

Mission Statement
The Pro-Life Office of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Covington, guided by our bishop,
promotes the sanctity and legal protection of
human life from conception to natural death
through prayer, pastoral care, public policy
and education.

Resources
Relevant Christmas Verses

“And the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us, and we
saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father,
full of grace and truth.”

- John 1:14

December 15, 2023 5

Finding the light of Christmas

Very Rev.Ryan L.Stenger, J.C.L.
Contributor

In the Mass of Christmas Day, the Church presents us with
one of the most important and beautiful texts in the entire Bible:
the Prologue of the Gospel according to St.John.This passage
summarizes not only the great mystery of the Nativity of our Lord,
but really it summarizes the whole long history of salvation.

It starts,”In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). With these words, St.
John draws our attention back to the very first words of the Bible,

the creation account in the Book of Genesis. And his intention in

doing so is to show us that the birth of Jesus was F
not simply an isolated historical event that
occurred some 2,000 years ago, but rather was
the culmination of what began at the very begin-
ning of creation countless ages ago at the foun-
dation of the world.

According to the imagery used by that first
account of creation in the Book of Genesis, God
speaks the world into existence. He says,“Let
there be light,” and there is. He says,“Let the earth
bring forth living creatures,” and it does.

In St.John’s words,“All things came to be
through [the Word], and without Him nothing
came to be.” (John 1:3) What this means is that
the universe is not dumb or irrational or mean-
ingless. Just as every word that we speak is first
formed within our minds and hearts and is filled
by us with meaning and purpose, so too all of
creation from the very beginning is imbued with
purpose and rationality and order, because it pro-
ceeds from the mind and heart of almighty God.

Our lives and our world are not mere hap-
penstance, not the product of random chance; on
the contrary, they are the result of God's specific
intention and plan. Every human person is directly
willed and loved by God.This is the source of our dignity, our right
to live,and indeed of our very existence itself.

And yet, it is abundantly clear from even the most casual sur-
vey of human history and of our own hearts that this divine order
has not been fully realized in our world. From the very beginning,
man has so often refused to accept the Word, refused to acknowl-
edge the truth about himself and his world, refused to live in
accord with God’s order. As St. John writes,"He was in the world,
and the world came to be through Him, but the world did not
know Him.He came to what was His own, but His own people did
not accept Him.” (John 1:10-11)

This is the tragedy of sin:that God created us to bask in the
light of His glory, and yet we fled to the shadows in order to try to
create our own light. God created us with eternal significance and
purpose, and yet we turned inwards upon ourselves and retreat-
ed into our own private worlds, in which there is space for no one
other than ourselves.

There was no room for Christ in the inn on the first Christmas.
And throughout the thousands of Christmases that have come
and gone since then, we still have struggled to find room for Him
within our lives — and to find room for the poor, the lowly, the
vulnerable, and all those in whom we ought to see His face with
particular clarity and love.

That original sin has remained fundamentally the same down
throughout the ages.Today we act as though we create ourselves,
as though our opinions and preferences and desires were the
arbiters of truth, and morality, and the meaning of life. Our pride is

such that even something as basic and fundamental as the right
to life is cast aside when it becomes inconvenient.

Still today, our lives and our society are thrown into disorder
and chaos because of our proud refusal to accept the Word of
God, to acknowledge the divine order and truth that lie within all
creation.

And yet, in the face of sins piled on top of sins, in the face of
countless acts of proud disobedience and rebellion down
through the ages, God has never ever turned away from us.In
fact, the Book of Genesis tells us that, from the very moment of
the sin of our first parents, the Lord God was planning our salva-

CNS photo/Vatican Media
Children accompany Pope Francis in procession to the Nativity scene at the conclusion
of Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican Dec. 24, 2022.

tion.He declared to the serpent,”l will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will
crush your head, and you will strike His heel” (Gen 3:15).

He promised a Savior, born of a woman, who would conquer
Satan and the disorder that he had introduced into creation.

What we celebrate on Christmas is the fulfillment of that
promise. In the immortal words of St.John,“the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14) That Word of God, who
was in the beginning, by whom and through whom all things
were made, that Word who fills all creation with light and truth
and order and purpose, that same Divine Word has become man,
entered into time and history,and made His dwelling in our
midst.

This union of God and man is at last the culmination of cre-
ation, the realization of God's purpose for the world. In Jesus
Christ, human nature has at last been brought into perfect harmo-
ny with the Divine Nature. Man has at last entered into God's
order with complete humility and obedience.The purpose of all
creation has at last been made manifest in this union of the
things of Heaven with those of earth. Our human dignity has
found its highest and noblest expression in being inseparably
united to God Himself.

This Christmas, let us pray that we may live always according
to that sublime dignity and that it may be recognized and
respected throughout our world.

Father Ryan Stenger is judicial vicar, Diocese of Covington and
pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs, Ky.

For more information about the Pro-Life Office or to be added to our e-mail newsgroups,

visit us online at www.covdio.org/prolife/ or call (859) 392-1500.
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COMMENTARY

Somewhere along the way, I heard hundreds of
Christmas stories and experienced a few good ones
myself. Here are two of my favorites.

We volunteers had just
finished another season at
the "Christmas Store," a
yearly shopping opportuni-
ty for urban residents who
were having difficulty mak-
ing ends meet.

The shoppers were
allowed to preserve their
dignity, so to speak, by
being permitted to pay a
small amount per family
member with a maximum
of five dollars per family;
no matter how large. Also,
they were not on the end of
handouts. Rather, they were able to shop the contents of
the store and select from among new and used items
according to individual needs and tastes. It was a great
concept, providing a worthwhile service and all of us felt
privileged to be a part of it.

The "Christmas Store" was formerly known as "Be-
Con," short for "be concerned" and similar in sound to
"beacon." Our working motto back then was "Light Up
The Lives Of The Poor." That humble start gave way to
the full-time operation which, eventually under the lead-
ership of the late Betty Zimmer, brought, and still brings,
much brightness into the lives of many. It exists today as
"Be Concerned."

Betty and her family were there that closing night
when we assembled in the upper room of the old Twelfth
Street firehouse, the site of that year's store (we never
knew what space we might find for the store from one

ALONG THE WAY

Ray Smith

I have been reflecting about those shepherds who
came to Bethlehem to see the child Jesus. It is a very
peaceful and joy-filled Christmas story with great possi-
bilities for the front of a
Christmas card. My reflec-
tions are usually about the
beauty, the joy, the peace of
it all, about the image on
the card, about the wonder
of the shepherds as they
gaze at the child or the
glory of the angels in the
night sky. However, if I did
not leave the image there
on the card but took it to
heart, I would find some
serious challenge in the
story.

This is not the only
time that there are angels
coming on the scene in the
stories of both the old and new testaments. Those
accounts sometimes put me at a distance since I have
never, and do not ever expect to have angels suddenly
entering my space — singing or proffering lilies or any-
thing else. As a matter of fact, I am pretty sure that if
angels invaded my space, I would be so frightened that I
would not even listen.

The angels who arrive in the Scripture narratives are

MUSINGS

Sister Fidelis Tracy,
C.D.P.

The spiritof Christmas

year to the next). Traditionally, we had a celebration and
a Mass of thanksgiving each year immediately following
the store's closing for the season.

The atmosphere was perfect, for we were among
friends and loved ones. A feeling of satisfaction filled the
room. Those of us who had been privileged to closely
assist the shoppers remembered the faces, the smiles and
the gentle handling of the items by our guests. We never
ceased to be amazed by the unselfish, orderly behavior of
these fellow human beings who, for one reason or anoth-
er, had little to call their own.

We came to the part of the Mass were all are invited to
share petitions. I shall never forget the words spoken, and
the example set, by one of Betty's sons who shared these
amazing, unselfish words with us:

"For the person who, just a few minutes ago, broke
into my car and stole my new radio and tape deck, we
pray to the Lord."

Silence. Then tears. Then hugs all around. The Mass
could have ended on the spot and there needn't have been
a homily earlier. It was one of the greatest lessons any of
us had ever been taught. The only thing missing was
Jesus and the mount. It made that Christmas special all
around.

The other story was also a personal one.

As often happens, the Christmas season had leaped
upon us and caught us by surprise one particular year.
Also, in April of that year, my wife and I had received
blessed gifts — quite a surprise, especially at our ages —
in the form of twin daughters.

There would be little or no time for the usual
Christmas shopping. Our other six children were practi-
cally grown, so we decided to try something different. We
gave them the funds for shopping, told them to make their
selections, bring them home to be wrapped and we would
all open our gifts on Christmas morning as usual.

Shepherds and angels

usually as challenging as they are consoling. Angels may
call one to go to a place that is foreign or to lead armies
with a few warriors against a mighty nation. The angel
who appeared to Mary asked her to say “yes” to a request
that meant her whole life was no longer her own. It takes
courage to recognize angels and do what they ask of us.

As 1 continue to ponder this invasion of heavenly crea-
tures, I suspect that they are a literary or poetic way to
indicate that people can discern how God is calling them
or revealing self to them in the circumstances of their
real life at the time. It’s more about the openness and
attentiveness of the people who see the angels than about
the way the angels look. The persons next to me who are
in need of welcome, in need of recognition, in need of my
care and concern are the angels who are appearing to me
at this moment. Their need is the invitation I am asked to
attend to. There really are angels calling me and sending
me. That is if I am listening.

The shepherds call me to see, to be open to the eternal
in the present, to God in my neighbors, family, co-work-
ers. I am challenged to open my eyes, to allow faith to
change my everyday perceptions. After all, the shepherds
were not in the temple, they were not at a prayer meeting
or a Scripture study. Those, of course, are all good places
to be and fidelity to those experiences may have been part
of informing their daily life with a special kind of open-
ness to God. But they were actually going about their
daily task — in the fields, with their smelly sheep. They
were doing their mundane, not so glorious, duty and

They loved the idea and all was going well with the
plan. Then something happened.

Shortly before Christmas, one of our sons, age 18, had
a mishap. Thank God, there were no injuries and no total
wreckage, but it was a no-fault accident that would cost
him to get his car repaired. In short, the deductible on his
policy had wiped out his Christmas funds for shopping
and then some.

We all hurt for him and my wife and I pondered the
best solution. He was not going to have to sit in the living
room and watch everyone else open presents. Something
must have inspired one of our daughters, the twelve-year
old. She shared her idea with her five siblings and, once
again, Christmas proved to be a true season of sharing.

On Christmas morning, we gathered in the dining
room to sing our traditional "Happy Birthday" to the baby
Jesus. Then, I hammed it up by glancing in the living
room and acting like Santa had skipped the Smith house.
Then, I wisely got out of the way of the stampede to the
various piles of gifts located in the that room.

No one had alerted our hard-luck son as to what was
about to take place. He did not expect to see very much
there for him and car wrecks or various mishaps can
leave one "down in the dumps," as "me mother" used to
say.

As it happens, his brothers and sisters had put their
heads together, pooled their funds and bought gifts for
him. When he walked into the room, he stared at the
biggest pile of gifts, all for him, because his siblings were
willing to take less that Christmas.

The large, hand-printed sign simply read, "Merry
Christmas, Michael."

Merry Christmas, indeed!

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for
the Diocese of Covington.

there they were about to understand the bigger picture,
the life of the world, the call of God. They heard the mes-
sage uttered by the entire cosmos.

Christ, the savior, is born and needs to be welcomed.
Sometimes life is so mundane that I do not see any signifi-
cance in what I am doing beyond getting the job done. I
love crossing stuff off my “do-list.” That’s all. Breathe a
sigh of relief. And all the while there are people around
me with needs and gifts I do not see.

I am barely aware of the person next to me, much less
of the cosmic significance of every act. That is where the
angels sing — in the space that goes beyond my needs, my
failures, my frustrations, and my success. The angels’
message is a challenge to see who needs to be welcomed
at this time in my world. Christ is born today, in my
world. I will find Christ in the homeless and the helpless,
in whoever is awaiting welcome.

Receiving the message, the shepherds do not hesitate.
There is no “What shall we do?” “How shall we proceed?”
“Do we need a savior?” “Who will lead?” “What if we
fail?” “Is this what our religion tells us the savior will be
like?” No, they proceed with haste to the place they were
told they would find the unwelcome one. There is no
search for a map or formation of a committee to decide
how to respond. There is no questioning of the validity of
the request. They go with haste.

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theol-
0gy professor at Thomas More University Crestview Hills,
Ky
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COMMENTARY

Prepare —
Christis coming

The readings for the third Sunday of Advent —
Cycle B — are: Isiah 61:1-2A, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians
5:16-24 and John 1:6-8, 19-28.

“May the God of peace make you perfectly holy

and may you entirely, spirit, soul and body;,

be preserved blameless
GO AND GLORIFY

for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

(1 Thes 5:16-24)

It is hard to pinpoint
exactly when Advent was
instituted as a liturgical
season, but it was first
practiced as a penitential
season of preparation for
the celebration of
Christmas, probably in
imitation of Lent as a pen-
itential season of prepara-
tion for the celebration of
Easter.

In the Christian East,
Advent began as a 40-day
period of fasting, sometimes called “the St. Philip fast”
because it began around 15 November, when Eastern
Christians celebrated St. Philip’s feast day:

The Western Church had a similar period of fasting,
sometimes called “St. Martin’s fast” or “St. Martin’s
Lent,” because it began on 11 November, the feast day of
St. Martin of Tours. As the season developed over the
centuries it became shorter, to our four-week season, and
many will say that it is no longer a season of penitence,
but of waiting and preparation.

Yet penance and preparation are not opposed to each
other; in fact, penance is one of the three main ways we
can prepare both to celebrate our Lord’s birth at
Christmas and receive him at the end of time. All three
of these ways are suggested to us in these Advent litur-
gies; let us look at each briefly.

The most obvious way that we prepare for the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth and his return is by meditating on
them and their implications for our lives. Although it is
not the only way, this is precisely what we do in the litur-
gy. Through the prayers of the Mass, the Scriptures, and
the homily, different aspects of the great actions God has
done or will do are considered, that we may understand
them more deeply, and the way we understand and live
our lives may be affected.

We often do not take the Scriptures seriously enough
to be bothered by them, but we should let the words of
Paul quoted above — from this Sunday’s second reading
— sink in, especially these three words: “perfectly;”
“entirely,” and “blameless.” Do we understand that this is
not hyperbole on Paul’s part, that, scripturally speaking,
pretty good is not good enough, that God’s plan for us is
that we be blameless, entirely perfect in all aspects of our
being?

If we think this is far-fetched, let us remember the
solemnity we just celebrated, The Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Part of the theo-
logical justification for this dogma of the Church is that
it was fitting, since Mary was to carry the Son of God in
her body, that God preserve her from all stain of Original
Sin.

It is the same Son of God, whose birth we celebrate at
Christmastime, the same Son of God, who will come to
us at the end of time, in whose presence we desire to live
forever. Is it not just as fitting for us to be as distanced
from our sinful desires as we prepare to celebrate that
birth, as we think about his return? And is it not neces-
sary that we be made perfect, as no evil can remain in the
presence of God?

Of course, becoming perfect and blameless is impossi-
ble by our own efforts, and that is precisely why God gave

Father Stephen Bankemper

(Continued on page 20)

Putting love into action
this Christmas season

I will admit to anyone that I absolutely love the magic
of the Christmas Season. I come by it honestly, my moth-
er loved Christmas and my heart swells when I see my

daughters following the
same path.

But this year as my
kitchen is torn up for ren-
ovations and my mantle,
usually decorated for the
Feast of St. Nicholas, is
covered with dust, I won-
dered if anyone but me
would miss the stockings
which were normally up
and hung by the fireplace
with care? Then, thoughts
of those unable to deco-
rate and fill those stock-
ings came to mind.

VIEWPOINT

Faye Roch

During this season when

many find joy, many also have lost the hope of Christmas.

I have had the experience this year to meet many peo-
ple who are in this situation, through the Diocese of
Covington Walking with Moms (and families) in Need
ministry. This ministry was initiated by the United State
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 2020 to bring aware-
ness to those moms and families in need that the Catholic
Church is working to lift up by offering hope and support
in their struggles.

This year’s Respect Life theme, “Radical Solidarity;”
calls us to put our love into action — your struggle is my
struggle. Our Blessed Mother, Mary, is a beautiful exam-
ple of this kind of love and action. While pregnant with
our beloved Savior, she traveled through difficult condi-
tions to assist her cousin Elizabeth in her pregnancy.

Our diocese is blessed with many who answer this call
of radical solidarity and give much needed hope to those
they encounter who are struggling, these needs cover

many different situations.

A young pregnant woman, homeless and in a city and
state where she knows no one, has no family support, is
wanting employment, but needs some mentoring to sup-
port herself and her expectant child. Thanks to the assis-
tance of a diocesan parishioner and to a local maternity
home, this young woman now has hope.

Another young woman, pregnant and with no family
support, and abortion minded, finds a mentor through
one of her social workers and a local pregnancy care
agency and makes the decision to give life. Upon giving
birth, she realizes the blessings of motherhood and has
hope for the future of her infant son.

A family with an infant and four-year-old with special
needs is struggling to make ends meet in the current
economy. While the father has employment and is able to
provide the very basic needs, the cost of formula and dia-
pers is overwhelming. Through a parish-based St.
Vincent de Paul ministry, a local pregnancy care center
and the Walking with Moms in Need ministry, those nec-
essary baby items are being provided and the family is
getting some hope.

Over 200 pregnant women and their families, many
new to the Northern Kentucky area, found educational
and material resources thanks to local pregnancy care
organizations and ministries at two community baby
showers hosted by the Pregnancy Care Network of
Kentucky. For many in attendance, the new outfits,
strollers, car seats and gift bags were the first time they
had been showered with friendship and compassion and
experienced the voice of hope.

We all have the opportunity to put our love into action
and to show that the light of our newborn King shines
through the darkness. This message of Christmas is not
about the decorations or presents, it is about bringing
hope to the hopeless.

Faye Roch is the director of the ProLife Office, Diocese of
Covington, Ky

A mother and her child change everything

The headline on the front page of the Chicago Tribune
read, “31 Days Without Direct Sunlight.” It was during
the fall leading into winter. I was studying at Mundelein
Seminary at the time, so I decided to take a day off. I
hopped on a train not far from the seminary and headed

downtown. The seminary
was about 45 miles from
the center of town.

As I climbed aboard
the train there were just a
few people in the train car.
As Ilooked around it was
a depressing sight. People
had their face in newspa-
pers and in briefcases,
some were starring out
the window to the gray
landscape that passed by.
Everyone was stuck in
their own world.

As the train moved

GUEST

Father Gregory Bach
closer and closer to down-

town the same situation played out. People jumping on to
the train and then burying themselves in work or catch-
ing up on the news or simply staring out the windows.
We were just a few stops away from downtown when I
noticed a young mother boarding the train. She had her
infant son in one arm, her purse and diaper bag in the
other hand. She was fumbling around looking for an
empty seat and after finding one she took the baby’s coat

off and began to play peekaboo with her son.

Ilooked around the car and everything had changed.
People were no longer deep in their newspaper or work.
People were no longer staring out the window, but every-
one was looking at the mother and child. The simple
scene of a mother and her child changed everyone’s life
that day; if just for a few minutes.

That simple scene of a mother and her child played
out 2000 years ago when a mother and her child boarded
the train of humanity and changed everything. The peo-
ple had been promised a savior year after year. People
waited and it got to the point that people no longer
believed. The people took up the motto, eat, drink and be
merry for tomorrow we die. There was no hope.

It was through Mary and Jesus that the whole world
changed. Jesus was to bring peace and hope to a world in
despair. The people were given a savior, one they could
see. One they could listen to and who could heal their
infirmities. Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah who
came to set his people free.

No longer shall our faces be buried in the busy world
we live in. No longer shall we stare out into the gray land-
scape of our lives no, we should rejoice in Jesus our
Savior who has come to give us peace.

Lift your eyes and see the redeemer of the world who
has come to bring light and life into our hearts in the sim-
ple scene of a mother and her child.

Father Gregory Bach is assistant to the Bishop and vice-
chancellor, Diocese of Covington, Ky
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Be
Witnesses

“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”

— Pope Francis

Religious Communities

in the

Diocese of Covington

Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org

Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis

www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org

Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com

Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org

Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndusa.org

Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
WWW.SSjw.org

Public and Private
Associations

Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org

Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info
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A gift of great value

Karen Kuhlman
Messenger Correspondent

“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the
poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives
and release to the prisoners, to
announce a year of favor from the Lord
and a day of vindication by our God ...
so will the Lord God make justice and
praise spring up before all the nations.”
(Isaiah 61, Third Sunday of Advent)

We travel through Advent with one
eye on the past and the other on the
future.The liturgies of the season
remind us that our human failings need
not destroy our hope — if we choose to
live in love. Divine Providence Sister
Alice Gerdeman is just one of the
women religious who helps us achieve
that goal by offering positive ways of
understanding and dealing with the
complex issues facing us today.

Sister Alice was the
Intercommunity Justice and Peace
Center coordinator in Cincinnati for 22
years and currently serves on the Peace
and Justice Committee of the Sisters of
Divine Providence. She is an invaluable
source of knowledge for advice on how to live in love.

Perhaps one of our most challenging issues today is one
that no one wants to experience and of which no one wants to
be guilty. The hurt resulting from the painful role racism plays in
its victims' lives is deep, making it difficult to trust that it won't
be experienced again. Nevertheless, the only way to begin to
eliminate the evil of racism is to root it out by acknowledging its
existence.

Sister Alice says,”It is helpful to accept that people are gen-
erally good, but it is also important to acknowledge that mis-
takes have been made. All of us have been caught in cultural sit-
uations where perhaps we have not acted perfectly, but we are
still good people.When we acknowledge that we accept all
kinds of things in our culture that are less than perfect, we can
perhaps begin to improve things.”

Sister explained that when we look at a system riddled
with sin, as all human systems are, we are not saying that all
who lived at the time were guilty. A very bad system, slavery,
was in place — evil was perpetrated, and people believed and
accepted things.We probably do the same thing now.We can
begin to challenge ourselves when we can acknowledge the
evil done without placing personal blame. By acknowledging
we accept all kinds of things, we can look at what was being
done historically — and what is being done now.When we
understand that“l am not perfect, nor is anyone else,” we can
challenge ourselves to work and make things better.

Sister Alice said,”We can begin by crossing one line we are
frightened to cross. Maybe it is something as simple as inviting

someone to coffee. Maybe on our family vacation, we visit one
of Selma’s museums, the excellent Legacy Museum and
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, or the Rosa Parks
Museum in Montgomery.Or we can devote an afternoon to vis-
iting the Freedom Center in Cincinnati. And we must allow our-

Courtesy of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center
Through permanent and traveling exhibits, the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center,
Cincinnati, shares challenging and inspiring stories of freedom’s heroes, from the era of the
Underground Railroad to contemporary times.

selves to feel uncomfortable for a few moments during those
visits. One of the most phenomenally holy women | have ever
met, a woman of color, told me, The truth in that discomfort is a
grace.Being uncomfortable about some of these issues is a
grace because grace challenges us to take another step.Each
step helps us appreciate people who are different, which is
good.”

Poverty in many communities has been driven by drugs
and by those who use others in whatever manner they choose.
However, unfair stereotypes make it difficult to distinguish
between the perpetrators and those trapped in impoverished
communities. On the other hand, white business criminals’
actions that result in other people’s families falling into poverty
do not pass that stigma on to all white people.

“We are all made in the image of God, and that has noth-
ing to do with color. Each of us shows something of God to the
world. When we understand that, we have hope.The hope that,
perhaps, hearts can be changed,” Sister Alice said.

However, Sister Alice says that will take a long time, and
wonder if white people can be patient with themselves while
pushing forward. And can those who have other life experi-
ences be patient with us? We must learn to share what we have
with others and let others share what they have with us.Variety
is how God made us, a blessing we need to recognize. God
didn't want us to be alike.”

This Christmas, God's children can give one another a gift
of great value — if we choose to live in love.

/ll

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,

contact Sister Marla Monahan at mmonahan@covdio.org or (859) 392-1569.
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Spend this Advent season with the saints

Bert Ghezzi
OSV News

Advent prepares us for Jesus’ coming at Christmas and
for his coming into our lives afresh. And no one knows
how to get ready to welcome Christ better than the saints.

They express their love for him by putting him first in
their hearts. They make room for him by clearing out the
clutter of sins and faults. The saints pursue holiness by
embracing the Lord’s teaching and lifestyle. They respond
to his graces by practicing spiritual disciplines like prayer,
Scripture study, fasting and almsgiving. And the saints
express their love for God by reaching out to others with
the Good News. They especially dedicate themselves to
caring for the poor and marginalized.

So, let’s make the most of this Advent and spend it with
three representative saints, imitating the ways that they
opened their hearts to Jesus. Week 3 we learn from Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati.

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati (1901-1925)

Pope St. John Paul II celebrated Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati as a man of the Beatitudes. Athletic and strong,
he devoted himself to the weak and malformed. He was
wealthy, but he lived in poverty so he could give everything
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to the poor. He was
gregarious, but a
lover of solitude. He
was rambunctious,
the life of every
party, and a practical
joker, but at prayer he
was solemn, reflec-
tive and quiet.

As a teenager, Pier
Giorgio made friends
of the poor in Turin’s
back streets and gave
them whatever he
had — his money, his
shoes, his overcoat.
“Jesus comes to me
every morning in
holy Communion,”
he replied to a friend
who asked why the
hovels did not
repulse him. “I repay
him in my very small
way by visiting the
poor. The house may

B

be sordid, but I am going to Christ.”
Pier Giorgio saw the need for social change to relieve

the causes of poverty. At the university,
he decided to major in mechanical
engineering so that he could work with
miners, who were especially disadvan-
taged. He was a leader in student polit-
ical organizations and actively opposed
Benito Mussolini and the Fascists.

At the same time, he was the organ-
izer of student parties, games and ski
trips to the Alps, where he would lead
his friends in prayer. Afterward, they
relaxed and enjoyed food, wine, cigars
and songs.

Blessed Pier Giorgio has become the
hero of contemporary young Catholics.
They recognize his high Christian
ideals, still held while pursuing the
same pleasures that they enjoy. They
gravitate to this handsome and charm-
ing saint who delighted in reciting the
poetry of Dante, praying the rosary in
a booming voice and spending a night
in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

This Advent, following the saints,
may we decide always to love God
above all and to do the loving thing in
every circumstance.

Tour a Historic Car Collection

21 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY www.collection21ky.com

Impressive private indoor
collection features =240
vintage & antigue vehicles.
Ranges fromearly 1900's
through a 1980's DeLorean.

Open every Friday & Saturday at 10am. Last entry at 3pm.

% BRI  Volunteers host event for a suggested donation of $15 per person

Mewny Christmas
and
Fappy New

4
As 2023 comes to an end, | want

to thank my clients and friends
for trusting me with their Real Estate needs.

You are the reason my business is a success.

During this special season, | wish you and your
family a peaceful and Blessed Christmas.

MARIE WIEDER, ABR, SFR, e-PRO
(859) 801-9762 RE/MAX Affiliates
Parishioner Holy Cross Church

andHappyNewYear
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EVENTS AND CATERING
every detail, every event, every time

The Grand, The Gardens, The Center /
The Pinnacle & The Cincinnati Club
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Transubstantiation and the Eucharist

Father Luke Spannagel
USCCB

I often hear people ask why
it is that, for so many priests,
the Consecration is their
favorite moment of the Mass.
How exactly does the
Consecration “work”?

Thanks for asking!
Some years ago, I was in the
midst of a large assignment
by myself and was struggling
with some health issues. I was
working long days to try and
cover all that was needed, but
I felt myself regularly falling
short. Around that time, I was
gifted with a wonderful con-
fession from one of our wise
priests, who reminded me
that the best and most impor-
tant part of my day is always
what happens at the altar. He
said I could end the day with LL]
unfinished projects and
unanswered messages, but o
if I prayed the Mass faithful- 2
ly at the altar, then it will w
have been a great day. What
great words of consolation.

At the moment of the
Consecration and the elevation that follows, I am always
reassured that I am exactly where I am supposed to be: I
am answering the call God gave to me to serve as a priest.
As we all are, I am a work in progress, and some days feel
like much more progress is needed. However, in that
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May the season bring much harmony and bliss,
For family and friends near, and those you will miss,
With the blessings of Heaven’s goodwill and grace,
Reflected in the shining smiles on every face!

CONNLEY BROTHERS

Serving Your Family’s Needs Since 1939

Locally Owned and Operated
.' 11 East Southern Avenue ¢ Latonia, KY 41015 X
(859) 431-2241

www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com

moment of the Mass, I am always comforted and strength-
ened, humbled and invigorated. Because I can be a perfec-
tionist, I don’t always receive compliments well; because I
have a quick mind, I'm often thinking of problems to solve
and things that need to be done. But in that moment of the
Mass is true rest and peace. If you are like me and often
have a preoccupied mind, I invite you in that special
moment of the Mass to enjoy resting in his peace. Remind
yourself that there is no better place to be in that moment
than united with Jesus truly present on the altar.

How exactly does the Consecration work? Let’s turn to
our Catechism for some helpful wisdom. “It is by the con-
version of the bread and wine into Christ’s body and blood
that Christ becomes present in this sacrament. The

'..
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Church Fathers strongly affirmed the faith of the Church
in the efficacy of the Word of Christ and of the action of
the Holy Spirit to bring about this conversion. Thus St.
John Chrysostom declares: ‘It is not man that causes the
things offered to become the Body and Blood of Christ, but
he who was crucified for us, Christ himself. The priest, in
the role of Christ, pronounces these words, but their
power and grace are God’s. This is my body, he says. This
word transforms the things offered’” (CCC, 1375).

The Catechism tells us that the word of Jesus is what
changes the bread and wine into his Body and Blood.

The Catechism continues, “The Council of Trent sum-
marizes the Catholic faith by declaring: ‘Because Christ
our Redeemer said that it was truly his body that he was
offering under the species of bread, it has always been the
conviction of the Church of God, and this holy Council
now declares again, that by the consecration of the bread
and wine there takes place a change of the whole sub-
stance of the bread into the substance of the body of
Christ our Lord and the whole substance of the wine into
the substance of his blood. This change the holy Catholic
Church has fittingly and properly called transubstantia-
tion”” (CCC, 1376).

For many of us, transubstantiation can be a big and
intimidating word. The reason we use words like these is

(Continued on page 18)
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Every time the doorbell rings,
we give families hope.

But we don’t do it alone.
Thanks to generous supporters,
mentors, foster and adoptive parents,
lives are changed.

Visit dcchcenter.org

Together, we can give hope

Attend FREE Information Meeting,
Tues. Jan 9, 2024 - 6:30PM at DCCH
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, noon
to 1 p.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.

Broadcast Mass time change

Beginning Sunday, Dec. 31, the time of the Sunday
broadcast of the TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, Covington, will change from

12 p.m. to 10 a.m. Viewers will continue to tune-in to
the Mass on The CW on the following channels:
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17
or 517; and DirectTV 25. The Mass is also streamed live
with a recording available on the Cathedral’s website
covcathedral.com.

Sacred Heart Church, Bellevue, will be holding a
candlelight Advent Rorate Mass to Our Lady, Dec. 16,
starting with rosary service at 7 a.m. The Mass, open to all,
is sponsored by Sacred Hearts’ Catholic Men’s Group and
the Knights of Columbus. Free will donations accepted.

St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington,
offers Veneration of a relic of the True Cross, on the first
Friday of every month, from noon-1 p.m. Confessions are offered
concurrently. The monthly veneration is held in silence and con-
cludes with a blessing and the opportunity for the faithful to
come forward to personally venerate the True Cross relic. The
monthly veneration is sponsored by the Knights and Dames of
the Covington-Lexington section of the Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

The Sisters of Notre Dame introduce their new online
year-long program called “Give God a Year.” This pro-
gram has been created in response to the significant num-
ber of young women who are feeling “stuck” in their
vocational discernment. Each monthly session will
include shared conversation and prayer as together we
strive to deepen our relationship with God in order to bet-
ter follow the path that leads to greater peace, joy and
true inner freedom. The first online session will be on
Jan. 7, 7:30-9 p.m. and will continue on the first Sunday of
each month for the year. Women in their 20s and 30s are
invited to contact Sister Jenny Zimmerman at jzimmer-
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December

Prepare for Mass

Dec. 17 — Third Sunday of Advent (Jn 1:6-8, 19-28)

Today’s Gospel from John tells us again that some peo-
ple misunderstood who John the Baptist was. They
thought he was the Messiah or one of the prophets. John
reminded them that he was only a voice crying out, “Make
straight the way of the Lord,” the Messiah who would be
coming very soon. John’s role was to be a witness to Jesus,
the light.

— During this Advent season, how can you be a witness
to the light that is Jesus?

Dec. 24 — Fourth Sunday of Advent (Lk 1:26-38)

This Gospel reading tells how Mary found out she was
going to be the mother of Jesus. God sent the angel Gabriel
to Mary when she was at home. Mary was going to be mar-
ried to Joseph, who belonged to the family of King David.
Mary did not understand what Gabriel explained to her;
but because of her love and faith she said yes, “May it be
donetome...”
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man@sndusa.org or at
(419) 438-6056 to sign up
or to find out more
information.

A Martin Luther King
Day regional celebra-
tion will be held at Our
Savior Church,
Covington, Jan. 13, 9:30-
11:35 a.m. The celebra-
tion will include break-
fast and a discussion on
“The White Washing of
Black History” by Dr.
Eric Jackson, author of
the “Black America
Series, Northern
Kentucky”. All are wel-
come and the event is
free. For information,
call Sister Janet at (859)
491-5872.

New Beginnings is an
8-week program for
separated or divorced
individuals, which pro-
vides an opportunity to
heal and move forward
despite a complicated
situation. Led by facili-
tators who have been
through their own per-
sonal losses, this pro-
gram invites partici-
pants to move toward
their own new begin-
ning. The next session
will be held on consecu-
tive Thursdays - Jan.
25, Feb. 1, Feb. 8, Feb.
15, Feb. 22, Feb. 29,
March 7, and March 14,
2024, 7-8:30 p.m., Holy
Trinity Elementary,
Bellevue. Register at cov-
dio.org/new-beginnings.

Waiting in joyful hope
The St. Pius X community gathered for an Advent Prayer Service. The students who were
recognized with the Christian Behavior Award in November were chosen to be the participants.
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The light of Christ shining
Father Andrew Young of St. Joseph, Cold Spring, wanted the entire school to walk into Advent
together “shining as bright as the light of that first star.” At the school Advent prayer service,
Father Young blessed the classroom Advent wreaths and asked God to bless the teachers and
students as they walked this journey together with the light of Christ shining for all to see.
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OSV News illustration/Eric Carlson
As was the Jewish custom, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after his birth to conse-
crate him to the Lord. There, Simon and Anna recognized him as the Light of the World! Find the hidden objects in this
illustration of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.

crate him to the Lord. While there, a holy man, Simeon,

and an aged woman, Anna, recognized Jesus as the

Messiah, who they were longing for. Simeon’s prayer/song

has become one of the Church’s hymns still prayed today:
— How is your family like Jesus, Mary and Joseph?

— Do you think it was difficult for Mary to say yes?
When do you say yes to God?

Dec. 31 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
(Lk 2:22-40)
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple to conse-
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Laura Keener
Editor

If Theresa Glaser were to invite you to her
home, you would find “hundreds of lists, on my
refrigerator and on the bed next to me,” she
said, as she prepares for a 3.5-year mission trip
to Kitale, Kenya.

Ms. Glaser, a parishioner at St. Anthony
Parish, Taylor Mill, will be traveling as a
Maryknoll Lay Missioner as one of three of the
Class of 2023. She will be working under the
Diocese of Kitale, with the approval of Bishop
Henry Juma Odonya, who was installed as
Kitale’s second bishop in November 2022.

Ms. Glaser said she will be working at the St.
John Bosco Rehabilitation program with the
street children of Kitale, teaching them English
in preparation for formal schooling, which
after third grade is taught in English.

These children come to Kitale where the cli-
mate is nicer and more conducive to vegetation,
usually with their mother and/or grandmother
or as orphans, from the drier climate of
Northern Kenya. In Northern Kenya, many of
the people there are pastoralists, whose major
source of food and income come from livestock.
In times of draught, which is quite frequently,
fathers leave their families, herding the live-
stock in search of water and food.

She will also be teaching the students how to
use the computer, which she said is ironic, since
“I'm not terribly skilled, but I hope I'm a little
bit more skilled than they are,” she said.

The children range in ages from seven
through 12. During the week, the children will
live at the St. John Bosco Rehabilitation center;
returning to their families or guardian on the weekend.

Also, in preparation for her mission trip, Ms. Glaser has
been teaching herself Swahili using the popular Duolingo
app. Swahili is the second language of Kitale, although
anyone who has gone to school speaks English. Her stu-
dents will all speak tribal languages. After she arrives in
Kenya, for the first 14 weeks Ms. Glaser will participate in
orientation provided by Maryknoll, which includes “lan-
guage school.”

“It will be very challenging to try to teach English with-
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Theresa Glaser, a parishioner at St. Anthony Parish, Taylor Mill,
will begin a 42-month mission trip to Kitale, Africa, in January as
a Maryknoll Lay Missioner.

out being able to communicate in any language,” she said.

She takes comfort in the support and encouragement of
Divine Providence Sister Paula Gohs. Sister Paula works
with the burgeoning Guatemalan community at St.
Anthony Parish, teaching English. She also is teaching a
small group of women parishioners Spanish, to help with
the parish’s goal of being a welcoming and unified commu-
nity.

“Sister Paula has provided me with a lot of materials,”
Ms. Glaser said.

Ms. Glaser said that St. Anthony Parish is “a wonderful
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place” and that she will miss Father Ivan Kalamuzi, pastor,
Sister Paula and the daily morning Mass group that she
has come to be a part. “I just realize what a wonderful
group that is and how much I've been very influenced and
deeply affected by these people in that church,” she said.

Ms. Glaser said that she has “always had a heart for the
poor.” This will be her third mission trip. Her first was a
year-long mission trip to Gambia, Africa, where she
worked in a mobile medical clinic alongside St. Joseph of
Annecy Sister Alexis Chirayil, who she describes as “the
Mother Teresa of Gambia,” ministering to AIDS victims
and orphans.

“She worked around the clock tirelessly, joyfully. Her
example was amazing ... a great, great leader that really
helped and influenced me,” Ms. Glaser said.

Since returning in 2008, “I've been praying, nonstop,
haranguing God,” to make another mission trip. And
while she made several attempts, it wouldn’t be until
February 2023 before another opportunity presented itself.
Sister Paula encouraged her to apply with Maryknoll,
which she did in October 2022. It took many months before
she would hear from them to learn that she had been
accepted. In the meantime, she had been asking Father
Ivan to help her find another mission trip, so he invited her
to travel with him to Uganda. He was planning a month-
long visit home to visit with family and to work on some
projects he started there. She could volunteer at some
other missions there; he would check in on her; she could
stay with his family and he even arranged for a good friend
to be her driver.

She took him up on his offer. While in Uganda she
worked a week at a Catholic home for babies, ranging in
ages from newborn to five years old, who were abused or
abandoned; a week teaching children at a very poor fishing
village on Lake Victoria, and a week at a residential facili-
ty for severely disabled young men. The later, she said,
“was an AP course in spiritual development.”

Sixty-six of the male residents needed complete care,
“they never got out of bed or off of a floor mat,” she said.
The other 30 to 40 men were somewhat disabled but could
provide basic self-care. “It was overwhelming, and I
thought I don’t know if I can do this. The first day I wanted
to run away,” Ms. Glaser said. “By the end of the week, I
loved it. It was powerful and it has not left me.”

At age 72, Ms. Glaser will be Maryknoll’s second oldest
missioner. She said she is a little self-conscious about her
age and that she often receives a questioning
look when talking to others about her upcom-
ing mission trip. “I get that,” she said about
the reaction, “But it’s kind of funny, I don’t
know that I'm old, I truly don’t ... my sister
says that the soul doesn’t age, the spirit does-
n’t age.”

She admits that there is a little fear as she
begins her longest mission trip — fear that
her good health won’t hold out, fear of the
unknowns that lie ahead. But she has faith
that God has called her to this and that he will
be with her. She also takes comfort in the sup-
port from her six siblings. “They’re all sup-
porting me in various ways,” she said.

Having just come from morning Mass, Ms.
Glaser was inspired by the Gospel story of
the paralytic, whose friends lowered him
through a hole in the roof so that he could
meet Jesus.

“In his short homily, Father Ivan said, if
you have friends that are willing to drag you
through the crowd and lower you through the
roof so that you can meet Jesus, then you've
got very good friends. That resonates with
me. I thought it spoke of my family,” she said
as she finishes her final preparations to meet
Jesus in the people of Kitale.

Ms. Glaser leaves for Kenya in January
and asks the people of the Diocese of
Covington to keep her and the people she will
be serving in prayer. She has graciously
accepted the invitation to provide quarterly
updates to the Messenger, so that readers can
follow along on her journey.
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St. Mary Parish celebrates 40th anniversary of church building

with an eye toward ‘Cultivating Legacy’ |

Laura Keener
Editor

Father Joseph Gallenstein,
pastor, and the people of St. Mary
Parish, Alexandria, welcomed
Bishop John Iffert, Dec. 10, for the
40th anniversary celebration of
the St. Mary Church building,
which was also streamed live on
the parish’s Facebook.

“Forty years is not a typical
time when you celebrate an
anniversary of a church, but
given the dynamism and excite-
ment and the growth of our
parish and the larger Alexandria
community, this was a prime
opportunity to celebrate the good
things — the exciting things —
going on in our parish and to
invite Bishop Iffert to celebrate
with us,” said Father Gallenstein
in his remarks following Mass.

St. Mary Parish is in the mid-
dle of its three-phase
“Cultivating Legacy” building
and capital improvements cam-
paign. Phase 1, which was com-
pleted in August 2021 under its '
$800k budget, added an elevator
connecting the main church to _
the undercroft — allowing ready '
access for parishioners with
mobility needs to parish celebra-
tions, which are often held after
Mass in the undercroft. In May
2023, the St. Mary Parish commu-
nity broke ground on Phase2—a
$3.7 million project adding four
classrooms to St. Mary School
and originally just a shell of a
multipurpose room/gym. Phase
3 was to add functionality to the
new gym — bleachers, gym flooring, basketball goals, lock-
ers and a concession stand as well as renovating the cafe-
teria, as well as the existing gym into three classrooms.
Current funding now supports finishing the new gym,
leaving only the renovation of the existing gym and cafete-
ria to Phase 3.

Father Gallenstein expressed his thanks to Bishop
Iffert for his support and for being with them for the 40th
anniversary celebration.

“I've been reading a lot about the parish history and in
everything I have ever read the pastor says, ‘thank you,’
not just thank you to the Bishop for coming, but thank
YOU for the vision, the energy and the generosity of each
succeeding generation of Catholics that saw the need and
responded to it. Pope Francis often talks about not being a
self-referential church. We are not, but we do need certain
things. We need a place to pray, to come together to wor-
ship, to be strengthened and nourished by the Eucharist.
We need other facilities in order to educate, recreate and to
be formed as disciples of Christ. Every generation of our
forebearers here in Alexandria have done that ... we are in
the middle of responding to our current need.”

Bishop Iffert also expressed his gratitude to the St.
Mary Parish community saying, “Let me add my thanks to
Father Joe and to all of you for doing the things that are
necessary — living your faith and passing it on to your
children.”

Barring any unforeseen obstacles, the new school build-
ing and gym will be ready for use beginning with the 2024
2025 academic year.
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Estate Planning

Will, financial power of attorney,
healthcare power of attorney, living will,
special needs trust, asset protection trust

Medicaid Planning

Be prepared for the expense of long-term

care

Medicaid Applications

We will relieve you of the burdensome
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(left) A screenshot from the

St. Mary Parish’s Facebook livest-
ream of Mass celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the church building.
Pictured (from left) Father Edward
Brodnick, parochial vicar; Deacon
Timothy Britt (kneeling); Father
Joseph Gallenstein, pastor; Father
Albert Ruschman, former pastor;
Bishop John Iffert and Father
Trinity Knight, bishop’s assistant.

After Mass, Bishop Iffert greeted
parishioners (left) Joan Rowe and
(right) Derrick McBride and son.
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As Americans, we're used to modern
water systems that include a range
of technological featurcs — a large
treatment plant with sophisticated
filtering systems, a massive network
of pipes, and a variety of household
hardware to deliver the water into our
homes and yards. But in much of the
world, the solution to water scarcity is
far less complicated. Some communities
simply need the [unds Lo tap into
underground sources.

“Drilling a well may seem like a
simplistic approach to solving a water
problem, but it’s actually the best way
to provide safe water in a poor African
village,” explained Michele Sagarino,
president of Cross Catholic Outreach,
an official Catholic ministry founded
to serve the poor around the world. “In
fact, in remote places with little or no
access to electricity, it’s really the only
way to provide families with a reliable
and abundant source of safe water.

The cost of a solar-powered system is
reasonable too. Many of our Catholic
donors are eager to fund the installation
of a well when they learn just how much
of an impact it has on the poor.”

According to Sagarino, Cross
Catholic Outreach’s most recent water
projects have been supplying safe water
in remote villages in Kenya through a
relationship the ministry has formed
with Good Samaritan Water Sanitation
Services and the Catholic priest who
leads it.

“Church leaders in Kenya are very
aware of the needs of the poor and
are particularly concerned about the
threats posed by unsafe water sources,
but they lack the resources to cover the
cost of even a simple project like well
construction. That’s why our donors are
so important to the process. Their gifts
are essential in funding the installation
of those wells,” Sagarino said.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

U.S. Catholics Are Transforming
Lives of Poor Families in Kenya
by Funding Water Systems

Asked why Kenya was currently
a major focus of Cross Catholic
Outrcach’s cfforts, Sagarino cxplained
some of the hardships faced by the
families living there.

“Kenya has faced recurrent droughts
for several years, forcing rural families
to walk long distances in search
of water. Those sources are often
contaminated by animal waste and
conlain bacteria and parasites that create
serious health risks — even taking the
lives of children in some cases,” she
said. “In Kenya, the terrain and wildlife
are hazards too. Children are often the
water collectors in a family, and they
typically leave at dawn or carlier on a
miles-long trek to get water. Because
water is also essential to elephants and
other dangerous animals, there have
been serious injuries at watering holes.”

Sagarino added that some of the water
systems Cross Catholic Outreach has
been installing in Kenya are actually
being modified to keep elephants from
getting at tanks where water is being
stored for future use.

“We face a lot of challenges supplying
water to families in these remote,
rural parts of Africa, but we persevere
because families there face a life-or-
death situation in some cascs. Water is
life, and it is essential that the water we
deliver is clean and safe,” she said.

While installing a clean-water well is
a less complicated process than building
a more sophisticated water system, there
are still very important steps involved.

The project begins with the hiring
of a trusted, local drilling company
and commissioning a hydrogeological
survey to determine the best location
for the water system. Once experts have
chosen a promising site, a huge rig is
brought in to drill the well. Since the
terrain varies greatly from region to
region, determining the depth of the

__-"é"‘ j t . 2 .

When a well project is completed and is blessed by the local priest, the whole community

celebrates. The tap providing safe, clean water becomes a symbol of Christ

the living

water — and the peoples faith is strengthened.

well becomes a critical decision too.

“We’ve had to drill down 200 meters
Or more in some cases Lo ensure we
reach a plentiful source of water,”
Sagarino explained.

After the well shaft is encased in a
special tubing to preserve its strength
and purity, pump tests are run to
ensure that there is enough water for
the communily, and water quality is
checked to make sure the water is safe
for people and animals.

Once this work is done, additional
pumping equipment is installed (some
water systems also include storage tanks
or solar-powered pumping systems).
With proper maintenance, wells like
these can serve a community for
decades and bless generations to come.

“There’s a lot of excitement on the
day a new well is blessed and dedicated

to God,” Sagarino said. “It is a deeply
moving cxpcricnce, and we ofien share
those stories with our donors because
they were instrumental in making it
happen.”

Readers interested in supporting
Cross Catholic Outreach’s water
programs and other ministries to the
poor can contribute to the ministry
by using the brochure inserted in this
issue or by sending a tax-deductible
gift to Cross Catholic Outreach, Dept.
AC02607, PO Box 97168, Washington,
DC 20090-7168. The ministry has a
special need for partners willing to
make gifts on a monthly basis. Use
the inserted brochure to become a
Mission Partner, or write “Monthly
Mission Partner” on mailed checks
to be contacted about setting up those
arrangements.

Unique Christmas Catalog Created To Bless Donors — and the World’s Poor

If you are like most people, your
mailbox has been choked with
Christmas catalogs this year. In fact,
their arrival has almost become a sign
of the season, like the appearance
of houselights and department store
decorations.

This Advent and Christmas season,
Cross Catholic Outreach intends to offer
a catalog too — but theirs is a very
different offering with a very different
purpose. It has been designed to bless
both givers and receivers by using the
holiday gift-giving tradition to help the

world’s poorest families.

Rather than offering gizmos, gadgets,
neckties and jewelry, the Cross Catholic
Outreach Christmas Catalog 1s giving
Catholics with a concern for the poor
an opportunity to share the blessings
in their lives with needy families by
sponsoring practical and urgently
nceded items such as medicines, milk
powder, seeds for farming, access to
safe water or materials for roof repairs.
Of course, it also offers blessings for
children, including toys and sports
equipment, so individuals can choose to

sponsor both practical items suitable for
families and gifts to bring children joy.
“Like most Christmas catalogs,
ours offers lots of items so donors can
choose to give something very specific.
That said, they can also make a general
gift to address the poor’s greatest
needs.” explained Jim Cavnar, CEO of
Cross Catholic Outreach, the Catholic
relief and development ministry offering
this program. “When donors choose to
give to Greatest Need. they provide us
and the Catholic missions we serve with
the freedom to address any urgent need.

The priests and religious sisters we
support really appreciate that flexibility.
It’s the best way to empower their work
among the poor.”

This unique Christmas catalog is
casy to access. Readers will find a
link for it at the ministry’s website
(CrossCatholic.org), or they can reach
it directly by entering the web address
CrossCatholic.org/Christmas.

“Our hope is that everyone will be
blessed by the experience,” Cavnar said.
“I’s a wonder[ul way for us to celebrate
the birth of our merciful Lord!™




To the families living in the more
rural and remote areas ol Kenya, the
partnership of Cross Catholic Outreach
and Good Samaritan Water Sanitation
Services is an answer to prayer. The two
ministries — one based in the U.S. and
the other in Kenya — have pledged to
provide the poor with safe drinking water
by installing professionally drilled wells,
and the impact of this work has been
nothing short of miraculous.

“I give the glory to God and the credit
for the success of our partnership to the
Catholic donors who have helped fund
our efforts. They are the real heroes in
this mission of mercy. Without their
support, we couldn’t have taken on
a projcct of this sizc,” said Michcle
Sagarino, president of Cross Catholic
Outreach, an official Catholic ministry
founded in 2001 to serve the poor around
the world. This organization supports a
global network of dioceses, priests and

religious sisters involved in outreaches
to the poor. In Kenya, they are currently
working on life-changing water projects
in the Diocese of Machakos and the
Archdiocese of Mombasa. (See related
story on the opposite page.)

“I think most Americans would be
saddened by how extreme the need for
water is in some of these areas. The
fact is that many parts of the African
continent are very dry, and when periods
of drought come, the lack of safe water
sources can become life threatening,”
Sagarino explained. “We’ve launched a
special campaign called Water for Life
to draw attention to this problem and to
seek support from U.S. Catholics with
the goal of installing 15 water systems in
communities where families are currently
struggling to survive.”

The urgency Sagarino feels to solve
this problem is understandable because

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Church’s Effort To Supply Sate Water to Needy Families
in Kenya Has Deep Material and Spiritual Impact

Like many girls in her village, Cynthia rises early lo fetch water from an open ground source every day. The trek is difficult, the
burden is heavy, and the water is often contaminated, but she has no choice. Her family must have water to survive.

children ofien face the greatest threats
from this crisis. When there is no clean
water in their village, they are often
forced to walk many miles to find and
collect their family’s daily water supply.

“And young girls are typically
responsible for this chore,” Sagarino
explained. “They rise early — often
before dawn — and carry jerrycans to
collect water at the nearest source before
going to school. Traveling those long
distances to the source and waiting in the
long line of people drawing water can
make them late for school or cause them
to miss classes entirely. Even when they
do get to school, many arc too tired and
hungry from their trek (o make the most
of the lessons.”

If a child needs to fetch water
after school too, there are even more
sacrifices, Sagarino said. They often
arrive home afier dark and lose the
valuable time they could have used to do
their homework.

Water contamination is also a serious
problem. The water collected from
sources like ponds or rivers can easily be
tainted with bacteria. animal waste and
parasites, so illnesses are common.

“Children are especially susceptible
to waterborne illnesses that range from

painful stomachaches and diarrhea to
more serious conditions like typhoid
and cholera. These frequent illnesses
also rob kids of important class time,
and their families have the added burden
of covering the cost of medical care,”
Sagarino said.

Fortunately, Church leaders in Kenya
are aware of these hardships and — with
the help of American Catholics —
they have been working on providing
solutions to the water shortages local
families have been facing. One of the
most successful of these relief efforts is
the partnership between Cross Catholic
Outrcach and Good Samaritan Water
Sanitation Services. The priest who

oversees that work has a proven track
record of success and is excited about
the additional wells the Water for Life
campaign will enable him to install.
“Working together, we’ve been able
to drill many safe water wells in recent
years, but there’s still a lot more we
can accomplish if American Catholics
continue to support this work,” Sagarino
said. “Catholics — especially those who
have been blessed during their own lives
— are eager to share what they have
with those in need, and now that they
are aware of the hardships water scarcity
is creating in Kenya, I believe they will
do cverything they can to help thesce
precious families.”

How to Help

monthly donation to this cause.

redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.

To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help the
poor worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure inserted
in this newspaper or mail your gift to Cross Catholic
Outreach, Dept. AC02607, PO Box 97168, Washington,
DC 20090-7168. The brochure also includes instructions
on becoming a Mission Partner and making a regular

If you identify an aid project. 100% of the donation will be restricted to be used for that
specific project. However, if more is raised [or the project than is needed, funds will be




16 December 15, 2023

Messenger

-]
How to celebrate a Catholic Christmas

Amy Welborn
OSV News

At Christmas, we celebrate God’s gift of Jesus to the
world. The very name of the day and the season — “Christ’s
Mass,” derived from the Old English way of speaking of it
— places Jesus, present to us in the Eucharist, at the center
of the day. Might this Christmas be the beginning of a clos-
er friendship with Jesus, nurtured by the Eucharist?

There are actually four different Masses for Christmas:
the Vigil, Midnight Mass, Mass at Dawn and Mass During
the Day. Each has a distinct theme and different readings,
reflecting the richness of the mystery of the Incarnation.
Even though most of us will attend only one Mass at
Christmas, it’s a beautiful custom — and well worth our
while — to meditate on the Mass readings from the others
as well. This can deepen our appreciation for what God has
done for us and the whole world in Christ.

Christmas is rich with
symbols. We put up
Christmas trees, Nativity

reality of the humility and love of Christ. Setting out the
Nativity scene — saving the Child for Dec. 25 and the Magi
for Epiphany — can be natural moments for prayer and
reflection.

God gives the world his Son, who dwells among us, filling
us with a love that must be shared. So we, on Christmas,
give gifts. Contemplating the examples of gift-givers like the
Magi, St. Nicholas and King Wenceslas can bring a new per-
spective to our own actions. Who is in greatest need, and
what gifts can we give?

Many families have already discovered the joy of giving
of themselves to others on Christmas Day: seeking out shut-
ins, visiting residents of nursing homes or hospital
patients, or serving the poor and the homeless. They reach
out, as God reaches out to us in Christ. We can consider
other alternatives as well: supporting charities in the name
of our friends, or encouraging our families to center their

gift-giving energies on those less fortunate in order to give
as Christ has given to us.

We know as Catholics that Christmas isn’t over Dec. 26.
Even just those first few days after Christmas invite us to
continue to open our hearts to the Christ Child and what he
brings: There’s the challenge of discipleship (St. Stephen
Dec. 26), the beauty of the Word Made Flesh (St. John the
Evangelist, Dec. 27), the reality of opposition to Christ (the
Holy Innocents Dec. 28) and the blessing of family (Holy
Family, the Sunday after Christmas).

Jan. 1 is the beginning of a new calendar year, but that’s
not the reason we celebrate it as a feast. On the Roman cal-
endar, New Year’s Day is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God, and a day of prayer for peace. We make all sorts of res-
olutions for a new year, but alongside those efforts, we say a
different sort of prayer. God has come to us, not in over-

(Continued on page 19)

sets and lights, all beauti-
ful in their own right —
and all symbolic of the
deeper, richer dimensions
of meaning that our faith

Vatican Christmas stamps 2023

Paintings by Piero Casentini’s have been chosen as the Vatican’s 2023 Christmas stamps. The Magi adoring the baby Jesus is the image the Vatican
philatelic office chose for its 1.30-euro Christmas stamp for 2023. Casentini painted the work in 2006. His painting of St. Francis of Assisi holding the baby
Jesus in the cave in Greccio, Italy, where he set up the first Nativity scene 800 years ago while a priest celebrates Mass is the image the Vatican philatelic
office chose for its 1.25-euro Christmas stamp for 2023. The painting was done in 2004.

brings to this season.

Christmas trees, being
evergreens, speak to us of
God’s eternal life and love,
embodied in Christ. They
also recall the tree in the
garden through which sin
came into the world, and
the tree of the crucifixion
by which that sin was con-
quered. Saying a prayer as
we put up our tree, and
making sure that some of
our ornaments evoke the
Nativity, can help bring
this “home” to us.

The Nativity scene, or
creche (“crib” in French),
was popularized by St.
Francis of Assisi in the
13th century out of a
desire to bring home the

o
b
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Adjust the temperature in your home from anywhere with
a wi-fi capable thermostat. You can even monitor your
grandma's thermostat from your own phone or tablet!

Happy Holidays!

Heating & Air

(859) 261-8269

Visit our website for online coupons — www.tomrechtin.com

HVAC#M04784
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Merry Christmas & ,
a Htappy New Year!

+ www.stcharlescommunity.org | (859) 331-3224

600 Farrell Drive, Covington, KY g410m
A Sponsored Ministry of the Sisters of Notre Dame 4
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Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m.

The Mass of the Nativity of the Lord,

St. Peter’s Basilica. While the Mass is
commonly referred to as “midnight Mass,”
the Vatican celebration has been earlier for
more than a decade.

From the Vatican: Pope Francis’ Christmas liturgy schedule
Dec. 25, noon

Pope Francis gives his message and blessing
“Urbi et Orbi” (to the City and the World),
central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica.

Dec. 31, 5 p.m.

Evening prayer and the chanting of the “Te
Deum” in thanksgiving to God for the year
that is ending, St. Peter’s Basilica.

Jan. 1, 10 am.

Jan. 6, 10 a.m.

St. Peter’s Basilica.

Mass for the feast of Mary, Mother of God,
and World Peace Day, St. Peter’s Basilica.

Mass for the feast of the Epiphany,

Jan. 7, 9:30 a.m.

Mass for the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord and baptism of several infants, Sistine
Chapel.

Christians must be open to listening to God, helping others, pope says

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Christians must be open to the Word of
God and to welcoming and serving others,
Pope Francis said.

“‘Be open,’ Jesus says to every believer and
to his church: be open because the Gospel mes-
sage needs you to witness to it and proclaim
it,” he said during his weekly general audi-
ence in the Paul VI hall Dec. 13.

The pope also appealed for an immediate
cease-fire and a resumption of negotiations
between Israel and Palestine.

“I continue to follow the conflict in Israel
and Palestine with much concern and sor-
row,” he said. “I renew my call for an immedi-
ate humanitarian cease-fire: there is so much
suffering there.”

Pope Francis encouraged all parties to
resume negotiations, “and I ask everyone to
make an urgent commitment to get humani-
tarian aid to the people of Gaza who are on
their last legs and really need it.”

The pope also called for the immediate lib-
eration of all the hostages, “who had seen
hope in the truce a few days ago, so that this
great suffering for Israelis and Palestinians
might come to an end.”

“Please,” he said, “no to weapons, yes to
peace.”

In his main audience talk, the pope con-
cluded his yearlong series of talks about zeal
for evangelization.

Since late November, Pope Francis has had
respiratory difficulties related to a bronchial — e
infection and has been cutting back on how
much of his prepared texts he reads aloud.

Reading only excerpts but adding off-the-
cuff comments, the pope talked about how every Chrisitan
is called to allow “the Word of God to inspire us, to help
cultivate the passion to proclaim the Gospel.”

Often the Bible uses examples of people afflicted with
deafness and muteness as metaphors for being “deaf” or
closed off to God’s word and, consequently, being unable to
speak to others about faith.

When Jesus heals a deaf man who had a speech imped-
iment, according to the reflection read at the audience,

CDIElectric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

Jesus — in the Gospel of Mark (7:31-35) — uses an Aramaic
word that means “be open,” which is an invitation not just
to the man who was deaf, but to all his disciples, then and
today, the pope said.

“We, who have received the ‘ephphatha’ of the Spirit in
baptism, also are called to be open” to the Word of God and
to welcoming and serving others, he said.

“Christians who are closed always turn out badly
because they are not Christians,” the pope said, “they are

CHEF BARONE'’S
CATERING

*Parties *Weddings
*Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
*25 To 1000 People
“Our Foods Taste Good”

Serving Greater Cincinnati

Call Jill
491-6391

1640 Dixie Highway

Park Hills, Ky.

CNS photo/Lola Gomez

Pope Francis greets a newlywed couple at the end of his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican Dec. 13, 2023.

ideologues” with an ideology of being closed in on them-
selves.

Pope Francis suggested people ask themselves: “Do 1
truly love the Lord to the point of wanting to proclaim
him? Do I want to become his witness or am I content to be
his disciple? Do I take to heart the people I meet, bringing
them to Jesus in prayer? Do I want to do something so that
the joy of the Gospel, which has transformed my life,
might make their lives more beautiful?”

319 FAIRFIELD AVE.
BELLEVUE, KY 41073
859-261-3636

(leves &

J] EWETLETRS
CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932

SPECIALIZING IN REFURBISHED HIGH END WATCHES, NEW AND ESTATE
JEWELRY, AND A LARGE SELECTION OF GIA CERTIFIED DIAMONDS.
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Transubstantiation and the Eucharist

(Continued from page 10)

that they help us describe with precision what we believe
is true. Transubstantiation helps us know that the “what it
is” is what changes during the Mass.

As we said before regarding the gifts, what they are
before the consecration is simple bread and wine. Those
words of Jesus change the bread and wine into his Body
and Blood. Even though the appearances remain, we
believe that the whole Christ is present in the consecrated
host and chalice.

As our Catechism teaches, the reason we believe that
Jesus is present is because Jesus said it. We believe him

when he says: “This is my Body.” We believe him when he
says “This is my Blood.” We believe that the Eucharist
really is Jesus. The same Jesus who was born in
Bethlehem, the same Jesus who offered himself on the
Cross — Jesus is truly with us.

“But Father, the host still ‘looks’ the same!” some may
say. St. Cyril of Jerusalem (314-386) teaches, “Do not think
these are just plain bread and plain wine. They are the
body and blood of Christ, as the Lord asserted. Faith must
convince you of the latter even though your senses suggest
to you the former. Do not judge about this according to

your preferences but, based on your faith, believe with
firmness and certainty that you have been made worthy of
the body and blood of Christ” (Understanding the Mass,
Pp. 140-141).

If your faith feels unsure, ask the Lord to help you see
with the eyes of faith that he is truly there. Let the genu-
flections and reverence from your body help remind your
mind of what we believe is true. Let the model of faith
from the saints and the martyrs inspire you. Let our hearts
be filled with joy after the consecration, and let us rejoice
in recalling that Jesus is sacramentally present.

Let us shout with joy the words of St. John, “It is the
Lord!” (John 21:7).

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CAFETERIA MANAGERS-
DIOCESE OF COVINGTON SCHOOL
LUNCH PROGRAM

The Diocese of Covington School Lunch Program is
currently seeking dedicated Cafeteria Managers to join our
team at Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria, and

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright. The important role of Cafeteria
Manager contributes to the successful

operation of our school lunch program, ensuring the

provision of nutritious meals to our students.

We offer competitive compensation and benefits packages
for eligible employees. Exact details will be discussed during
the interview process.

To apply please go to www.covdio.org/employment, School
Related Openings, Employment Application Non-Teacher,
send completed application to: Diocese of Covington Attn:
Laura Hatfield SLP Director, 1125 Madison Ave. Covington
Ky. 41011.

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING

New installations, maintenance and tree
removal. Find us at GoesslingLandscaping.com

Call Norb at (859) 912-0340

Part-Time Business/Community Liaison
Builds corporate and donor E
support through financial

appeals. 20 hrs/wk, Mon-Thurs

Scan code or send resume to
info@carenetnky.org.

MUSIC COORDINATOR AND CHOIR DIRECTOR

Blessed Sacrament Parish in Fort Mitchell, Kentucky, is in need of a
music coordinator and choir director to lead the people in worship.

The opportunities involve: playing music for three weekend Masses
with either a cantor or a choir, providing music for funerals (about 40
per year) and weddings, directing the hand bell choir, twice a year,
recruiting and working with other musicians three times a year
(Christmas, Easter, and Corpus Christi), providing music for special
occasions; such as an episcopal visit or a Penance service.

Pay is commensurate with experience. If interested, contact the
Business manager, Carol Rector, crector@bscky.org or 859-331-4302

HOUSE CLEANING

Isn’t it time you come clean? We don't cut

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

PART-TIME DRIVERS

Morning and/or afternoon hours available.
Northern KY routes. Transport passengers
to/from Day Activity Programs., CDL not
required. Apply in person or mail resume to
BAWAC, Inc., Attn: Transportation Mgr.,
7970 Kentucky Dr., Florence, KY 41042
Fax: 859.371.1726, Phone: 859.371.4410
Email: hr@bawac.org E.O.E.

Marco Island, FL

3-min. walk to beach. 1st floor fully furnished 2BR,
& bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com
or (859) 801-86891 for pricing, pictures & availability.

View at EarlFranksFlooringFacebook.com

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

FOR RENT

1 bedroom first floor apt for rent. Porch, washer, dryer.
Ideal for senior. Near bus, church.

859 331 2701

ASSEMBLER

A company in Florence, KY with more than 30
years’'experience producing medical products for
veterinarians is seeking workers for permanent
full-time positions, 32-40 hours per week. This
production position involves the assembly and
packaging of lightweight items in a clean room
environment. Candidate must be detail oriented,
able to handle small parts, and dependable.
Competitive Pay with full benefits.

Please email resume or work hlstory to Renee

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Lakeside Park. Seniors 4 Family. 2 bdrm,
1 bath, garage, Heat and water. No pets. $800.

513-236-2815

GOSPEL PIANO PLAYER

Small Catholic Church in Covington, Kentucky needs a

Gospel Piano Player for Sunday service, from 9:30-10:30a.m.,
each Sunday. Salary commensurate with experience.

Call 859 491-5872 for further information.

Good Job Remodeling LLC
and Ha n

Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront
Condominium Rentals

ot ~ 1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
)“ house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or

text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

FOR RENT

Edgewood Deluxe Duplex. 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath,

equipped kitchen, garage, basement, excellent location,
no pets, rent $1095/ month plus utilities.

Call 859-866-1691.

Moore’s Painting
The Company you feel safe with

Interior & exterior painting.
In business since 1988. Members of St. Timothy Parish.

Moore’s Painting — Union, Ky. — (859) 512-7398

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information
on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1572
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Thomas More President’s leadership secured through 2028

Staff report

Dr. Judith Marlowe, Thomas
More Board of Trustees -chair,
announced al0 that Dr. Joseph
Chillo, the 15th president of the
University, has accepted a new five-
year employment agreement, retain-
ing his transformational, mission-
driven leadership through 2028.

“As the Catholic University of the
Diocese of Covington, Thomas More
needs a visionary leader who builds
upon the distinguished legacy of this
University by identifying and pursu-
ing exciting opportunities that rein-
force and advance our reputation for
excellence in Catholic liberal arts
education,” said Dr. Marlowe.
“President Chillo is committed to
service, collaboration, equity, and student success. He not
only embodies those values; he actively seeks and imple-
ments new initiatives combined with intentional, strategic
guidance to achieve positive results.” She adds, “This five-
year agreement ensures the University will continue to
benefit from his vigorous, transformative leadership

Dr. Joseph Chillo

aimed at achieving the bold goals in
the Strategic Plan; Lighting the Way
and continued funding for these and
other significant plans that will
d enable Thomas More to thrive and
serve our students and the communi-
ty in the years ahead.”

President Chillo arrived at
Thomas More in 2019. During his
first four years, Chillo surrounded
himself with a capable team which,
under his leadership, allowed the
University to embark on the ambi-
tious “Strategic Plan: Lighting the
Way,” which focuses on student suc-
cess, academic innovation, and
responsible stewardship. The plan
guides the University through 2026
and, as a funding mechanism for the
goals outlined, President Chillo and his team launched the
largest capital campaign in Thomas More’s history.
Entitled the “Second Century Campaign; It’s time for
More,” the $30M financial goal was realized three years
ahead of schedule, with more than $36M raised to date. It

is a testament to his leadership and achievements that for
the four years he has been at Thomas More, Cincinnati
Magazine has named Chillo as one of the top 300 business
leaders in the Cincinnati area.

“I am grateful to serve a community that is deeply root-
ed in the foundational values of the Catholic Intellectual
Tradition and champions the transformative power of the
liberal arts,” said President Chillo. “I am truly honored
and excited to continue the work that we set out to accom-
plish. We have taken a number of steps to increase enroll-
ment, grow our endowment, expand the size of our cam-
pus, and create an exciting vision for the second century of
Thomas More University for our students, alumni, faculty;
and staff.

“Over the next five years, we plan to expand and elevate
the University as the region’s premier Catholic Liberal
Arts University through the development of new academ-
ic programs, academic and athletic facilities, and the con-
tinued focus on a mission-driven educational experience
for our students. I truly believe that a college education
isn’t supposed to be a hoop to jump through or a box to
check in order to get a good job. Education is a transforma-
tive endeavor, not a transactional exchange. It is a commu-
nity, not a commodity.”

A Catholic Christmas

(Continued from page 16)

whelming power, but in humility as a child. So, on this day,
we pray that the new year might be marked by humility and
peace, brought by Christ and modeled by Mary:

The Solemnity of the Epiphany, traditionally observed
Jan. 6 (the day following the familiar “Twelve Days of
Christmas”), is transferred to a Sunday in the United
States. “Epiphany” means “manifestation,” and it’s the cel-
ebration of Jesus manifesting his glory as Savior to all
nations of the world (symbolized by the Magi).

Epiphany is a gift-giving day in some cultures, as well as
a day to ask for God’s blessings on our homes. One particu-
lar blessing includes bracketing the initials of the tradition-
al names of the Magi who visited the home of Jesus —
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar — with the year above the
front entry door, usually in chalk, like this for 2023:
20+C+M+B+23.

In the scope of the universal Church, past and present,
the Christmas season actually has two endings:

In the old Roman calendar, the feast of the Presentation
Feb. 2 marked the end of the Christmas season. On this day,
also called Candlemas, candles are blessed as a symbol of
Simeon’s recognition of the infant Jesus as the light to the
Gentiles, and as a way to bring the light of Christ home to
burn all year. Even today, the Christmas tree and creche in
St. Peter’s Square in Rome remain on display until
Candlemas.

Likewise, the Baptism of the Lord, celebrated the
Sunday after Epiphany, commemorates the final
“Christmas” feast of our present Roman calendar. As we
hear the Scriptural account of the Father revealing the
divinity of Jesus at his baptism in the Jordan River, we cel-
ebrate our own baptism, our “new birth” in Christ and
inclusion in his body, the church.

For Catholics, Dec. 25 is only the beginning of the cele-
bration of Christmas. As others pack away the decorations,
we continue to celebrate the gift of Christ, ever present for
us in the Eucharist — a continual manifestation of God’s
loving care for us all year long.

w

INFINITL

SHOP NORTHERN KENTUCKY'S BEST
SELECTION ON NEW, CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED & PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

INFINITI OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

E E._ 1945 DIXIE HWY | FORT WRIGHT, KY 41011
. www. InfinitiOfNorthernKentucky.com
TOLL FREE: 1-855-842-8906

CNS photo/Lisa Leutner, Reuters

A person takes a cellphone photo of a Nativity scene in the Viennese Christmas Market at City Hall Square in Vienna Dec. 6, 2022.

LANDPSCAPING DESIGN,

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

Tree Trimming and Removal

Stump Removal — Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Walks & Patios — Decks

Stegman
Landscape

Tree B>

(859) 781'1562 Excellence Since 1979

SCAN ME

Visit our website at
www.CarmelManor.com/Hope
for more information and schedule a tour today.

100 Carmel Manor Road | Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 | 859.781.5111

TR

MECHANICAL, INC.

“A Wischer Family Company”™

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

» Electric

+ Plumbing

. Heaﬂ'ng&

+ Air Conditioning

Residential Service Experts Since 1987

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc.

921 Dudley Road :
Edgewood, KY 41017 '
(859) 341-6666 .

We now stock a complete line of home
health aides that include elevated toilet
seats, grab bars and personal showers.
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Prepare — Christis coming

(Continued from page 7)

us the sacrament of penance or reconciliation. Grace can
accomplish within us, provided we cooperate with it, “far
more than we can ask or imagine.” (Eph 3:20)

Celebrating the sacrament of confession, and doing
acts of penance for love of God and hatred of sin, will
allow God to prepare us to receive Jesus, both in our litur-
gical celebrations and when he comes again.

The spiritual life is about more than not sinning,
though, and this is where the third practice comes in. In

the Collect for the first Sunday of Advent we pray that
God would grant his faithful “the resolve to run forth to
meet your Christ/ with righteous deeds at his coming,/
so that, gathered at his right hand,/ they may be worthy
to possess the heavenly Kingdom.”

What better way to receive our Lord than with right-
eous and loving deeds? Think of Jesus’ parable in
Matthew’s Gospel about the coming of the Son of man
with his angels. Jesus says that all the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate them one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
He will welcome the sheep into the kingdom prepared for

them, for they fed him when he was hungry, and clothed
him when he was naked, and visited him when he was
sick and in prison. The good that we do Jesus accepts as
done to him.

Advent is a time of preparation, for the second coming
of Jesus and for the celebration of his birth. By meditat-
ing on the meaning of these two events, letting God
cleanse us of sin, and filling our arms with righteous
deeds to offer him when he comes, we will be preparing
well.

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky

Protecting God's Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

For all employees and volunteers
of the Diocese of Covington who
in any way provide a safe
environment for children.

account and you receive a copy if
you request it during the
registration process.

You will sign up for a VIRTUS
training class during the

Step 1: Contact parish/school ot
registration.

institution leader to review the
Policies and Procedures and fill out
the Application and Acceptance
Forms.

Step 3: Your account becomes
active when your background
check, VIRTUS session and
Acceptance Form are posted on
your account. You will receive 12
bulletins per year. You will receive
e-mail notices at system@pub.vir-
tus.org unless your computer
program blocks them.

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org
and click on Registration. Follow
the prompts to create an account
and to request a background check.
Selection.com is a secure site; the
background check is posted on your

Bulletins: VIRTUS Training:

M Tuesday, Jan. 9, 9-11:30 a.m,,
Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

M Dec. bulletin: posted Sunday,
Dec. 3; due Tuesday, Jan. 2.

www.virtusonline.org, enter you
user id and password. If your
account is suspended contact your
primary location where you
volunteer or are employed.

Your primary location contact
information is found under your
Contact Tab.

M Tuesday, Jan. 9, 6-8:30 p.m.,
Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

W Thursday, Jan. 11, 6-8:30 p.m.,
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Britt Hall, Burlington

W Wednesday, Jan. 24, 9-11:30 a.m.,
Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

W Wednesday, Feb. 7, 9-11:30 a.m.,

W Wednesday, Jan. 24, 6-8:30 p.m.,

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access your
account, contact your parish, school
or institution.

Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard

) b L ) For other difficulties, contact
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-1500
or msteffen@covdio.org

W Wednesday, Feb. 7, 6-8:30 p.m.,

Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Covington

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

- All Types of Drains

« Problem Lines

- Preventive Maintenance

« Sump Pump Lines

- Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS CONCRETE WORK
eFrench Drains +Swales +Driveways
+Culverts +Catch Basins | #Patios
+Downspout ¢ Channel +Stamped

Extensions Drains +Cleaning & Sealing

EXCAVATING - GRADING - TRENCHING
RETAINING WALLS - BOBCAT WORK - GRAVEL DRIVES
STUMP GRINDING - WATER LINE REPLACMENT

Residential (359) 815-0779

5t. Barbara Parishioner

Free Estimates

Commercial Fully Insured

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #MO04784

PLUMBING - HEATING- AIR CONDITIONING-INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

/s/ chneller . \?

Knochelmann

Plumbing - Heating - Rir

The Family Owned Company

wners \
Lisa & Kris
! Knochelmann

ﬁmen’m s Chotce in Homecare.

M%W%An gels!

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS © HEATING SYSTEMS  AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
* New installations ¢ Repair all makes and models
¢ Clean & Service * Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 = — = @YORK'

INSTALL CONFIDENCE
www.arcelechvac.com

Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

BLAU Call Chuck at the
Mi(::tﬁ g'gﬁ !;i':gc' Messenger to place your ad
Hot Water Steam Vapor in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.

1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159 (859) 3921572

TREE SPECIALIST
Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

Call or Text (859) 308-9843

KELLY BROS.

LUMBER + DESIGN CO. | EST. 1947

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. ¢ Covington KY e 581-0400

859-415-0991
Guiding You
Through Retirement

541 Buttermilk Pike, Ste. 108
Crescent Springs, KY 41017
www.rawefinancialgroup.com
randyrawe @rawefinancialgroup.com

Randy, Linda, Eric & Jessica

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/ SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
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Celebrating

the gift of

school lunch
A Christmas party
was held, Dec. 11,
for the cafeteria
| managers of
% Catholic schools.
| The school lunch
program in the
% Diocese of
" Covington has
served almost
320,000 meals to
students this year,
thanks to the hard
work and dedica-
tion of managers
and staff alike.

tablished by the St. Charles Community

Give the gift of

this Christmas Season!

The professionals at the Senior Resource Center
are available help you understand the services
that are available to Seniors in the area.

You are not alone, give us a call today!

A Warm
Christmas
Wish

We hope your family
celebrates with
good cheer and

good friends.

Thanks for visiting us

all year long!

e No-Wax-Vinyl ¢ Quality Carpeting ¢ Wood Flooring

e Ceramic Tile ¢ Laminate Flooring * Interior Design Service

Est. 1968

the unique ¢ the unusual * the uncommon in floor fashions...
428 Madison Ave., Covington, Ky. 41011 « (859) 261-9608
www.earlfranksflooring.com

All of us at Citizens Federal wish to

thank you for allowing us to serve you

~ over the past year.

-

?Best w:shes for ¢ a happy, healﬂty

prosperous new year. £

armest Regards,

Citzzergzs F. ederal 5

433 Madison Avenue-Covington, KY 41011

%ing in fAe &adon on a
Agé Wofe.

Wishing you a harmonious holiday
filled with peace, love and joy.

We appreciate your patronage
and will stay in tune with your needs
for years to come.

DANIEL J. SHERIDAN

7827 Alexandria Pike ¢ Alexandria, KY
(859) 635-1756

www.drdansheridan.com
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Epiphany of the Lord: Traditions that focus on the ‘rey dereyes’

Maria-Pia Negro Chin
OSV News

After preparing for the birth of Jesus with posadas, live
Nativity scenes, midnight Masses and Nochebuena
(Christmas Eve) traditions, thousands of Latinos in the
United States will continue the Christmas season by cele-
brating Epifania, or Epiphany.

Epifania, or “the manifestation of the Lord,” celebrates
Jesus making himself known to the whole world, said
Alejandro Aguilera-Titus, assistant director of Hispanic
affairs for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Secretariat for Cultural Diversity in the Church.

In many parishes, there are reenactments of the “Wise
Men from the East” prostrating themselves before the
child in Bethlehem, as the Gospel according to St. Matthew
describes. These Three Kings or Magi — traditionally
known as Melchior, Gaspar (or Caspar) and Balthasar —
remind everyone of the importance of pausing to contem-

plate the love and mercy of God made flesh in the Christ
Child.

When the figures of the Magi approach the manger, it
becomes clear — especially to the little ones in the house —
that Jesus is “the king of kings,” Aguilera-Titus said.

“We come together as a community,” said Wanda
Vasquez, director of the Office of Hispanic Ministry at the
Archdiocese of New York. “We celebrate in prayer, reflecting
on the birth of our Jesus — anticipating the Magi’s coming.”

Vasquez said that in Puerto Rico and many parts of the
Caribbean, all traditions focus on Jesus’ birth, rather than
on characters like Santa Claus or elves.

While Christmas Eve and Christmas center on Christ’s
birth, gifts are traditionally reserved for Epiphany. This
tradition was inherited from Spain, and thousands of
Catholics from Latin America celebrate it differently.
Some children put shoes under the tree, others under beds,
and even food and water are left for the Magi’s camels.
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What these traditions have in common is the centrality of
the Christ child in the manger, prompting contemplation
of how God’s promise is fulfilled.

As part of the Epiphany tradition, the Rosca de Reyes,
an ornate circular loaf with candied fruit and a plastic fig-
ure of a child representing the newborn Jesus, is shared.
“Whoever gets the little doll has to make the tamales on
Candlemas Day,” explained Aguilera-Titus.

“For many,” Vasquez said, “Christmas doesn’t end until
Feb. 2, with the presentation of the Lord at the temple,”
also known as Candlemas.

In addition to the opportunity to delve into the words of
the Bible, Aguilera-Titus said, Epiphany celebrations are
ways to make “Christian living more present in the home
and within the community of faith, in the temple.”

“Everyone is looking for God from their culture, from
their tradition,” said Humberto Ramos, parish life director
at Epiphany Church in South El Monte, California.

He estimates that about 2,000 people — not including
children — will come to celebrate Epiphany, the parish’s
patronal feast, with a big festival where people dressed as
kings bring candy to the children.

He reflected on the gifts brought to the baby Jesus,
“incense for God, gold for the King, and myrrh for the one
who will die,” as said the fifth-century doctor of the church
St. Peter Chrysologus.

In addition to the traditional rosca, Ramos said, his
parishioners observe another Mexican tradition, the “lev-
antada,” or lifting, of the Christ Child from the créche. A
godfather or godmother — typically those who found the
baby in the rosca — would dress the image of Baby Jesus
in ornate clothes so that it will be ready on Candlemas Day,
where it will be blessed and “lifted” from the crib amid
prayers.

“It’s what we learned from our parents, in our homes,
and it’s something that leads to having an experience and
an expression of God, of Christ in your home,” Aguilera-
Titus said.

The date of Epiphany is Jan. 6 — 12 days after the
Nativity — but, in the United States, the celebration of
Epiphany will be observed in 2024 on Sunday, Jan. 7.

Father Jose Cruz Alvarez, pastor of Sacred Heart in the
South Bronx, New York, told OSV News that his parish-
ioners were looking forward to reviving their Epiphany
traditions in 2023. With the support of a sponsoring parish,
the “kings” were able to hand out gifts at the Mass for the
children in the neighborhood. This upcoming Christmas
season, the sponsoring parish will provide a smaller token
— possibly gloves, scarfs or hats — to the children, which
will include 300 children from the parish’s religious educa-
tion program.
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Tennessee tornadoes strike nearly to
the day of 2021 storm

OWENSBORO, Ky. — Two years ago over the course of a
Friday night Dec. 10-11, a series of tornadoes struck western
Kentucky; killing 57 with additional fatalities in Illinois,
Arkansas, Tennessee and Missouri and damaging and destroy-
ing several thousand residences as well as nearly 200 commer-
cial buildings. Just one day before area residents officially
observed the outbreak’s second anniversary, tornadoes ripped
through middle Tennessee and southern Kentucky inflicting
another weather disaster Dec. 9 just weeks before Christmas.
Although no Catholic schools or parishes suffered storm dam-
age, six people were Killed in Clarksville, Tennessee, and other
communities were devastated as well. Laura Miller, faith for-
mation director and office assistant at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church and School in Clarksville, told OSV News
their buildings escaped damage but “north Clarksville is pretty
torn up.” Father Ryan Harpole, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, reflected on their own experience
rebuilding following the deadly 2021 tornadoes, saying “we
have adapted quite well and people have moved on, and if any-
thing came out of this it is a message that says there is hope in
the future.” Diocese of Owensboro, Kentucky, Bishop William
F. Medley issued a special statement of reflection for the
remembrance of the December 2021 tornadoes, saying that
while they “permanently changed our communities” they also
showed the Catholic Church’s “fast and generous response to
those who suffered.”

Court strikes down law restricting
pro-life pregnancy center speech

ROCKFORD, Ill. — A federal court has struck down an
Illinois law that restricted what the state’s 100 pregnancy
resource centers, but not abortion clinics, could tell patients.
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Judge Iain D. Johnston of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois, Western Division, has issued a
permanent injunction against the Deceptive Practices of
Limited Services Pregnancy Centers Act (SB 1909) in response
to a lawsuit filed by the Chicago-based Thomas More Society, a
public-interest law firm. Under the Dec. 11 injunction, Illinois
Attorney General Kwame Raoul has agreed not to enforce the
law, which declared both advertising and counseling by the

centers, including sidewalk counseling, to be a “deceptive busi-

ness practice.” Violation would have imposed fines of up to
$50,000. Pregnancy resource centers do not perform abortions,
refer women to abortions, or provide abortion-inducing drugs,

and their counseling discusses possible after-effects of the pro-

cedure. The Thomas More Society filed its lawsuit July 27, the
same day Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed the law, which the
Catholic Conference of Illinois objected to as open to “a very
broad interpretation” that left “no guidance” on how to avoid

violations. Johnston issued a temporary injunction Aug. 3 call-

ing the law “both stupid and very likely unconstitutional,”
adding “its own supporter admitted it was unneeded and was
unsupported by evidence when challenged.”

Supreme Court agrees to review
legal challenge to abortion pill

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court said Dec. 13 it
would take up a case concerning the abortion pill, the first
major case involving abortion on its docket since the high
court overturned its previous abortion precedent in last year’s
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision. The
timing of the case could result in justices issuing their deci-
sion next summer amid the 2024 presidential campaign. A
coalition of pro-life opponents of mifepristone, which is the
first of two drugs used in a medication or chemical abortion,
previously filed suit in an effort to revoke the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration’s approval of the drug, arguing the gov-
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ernment violated its own safety standards when it first
approved the drug in 2000. The FDA has argued the drug poses
little risk in the early weeks of pregnancy. The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s abortion statistics from 2021
showed 53% of abortions were carried out via medication,
sometimes referred to as a medication or chemical abortion.
The justices indicated their review would be of the lower
court’s ruling rolling back FDA’s loosened regulations on the
drug’s access, not its initial approval in 2000, as they did not
take up the challengers’ petition for review on that decision.

Ireland to dramatically cut

Ukrainian refugees welfare benefits

DUBLIN — Plans to dramatically cut welfare benefits for
refugees from Ukraine who flee to Ireland to avoid Russia’s war
are causing anxiety, according to a priest who works with the
new arrivals. Officials in Dublin say that they want to “slow”
the number of people arriving from Ukraine. The government
announced Dec. 12 that starting in January, new arrivals from
Ukraine would see benefits cut in a bid to discourage so-called
“secondary movement” from Ukrainians who have already set-
tled in other safe European countries with less generous bene-
fits than Ireland. Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar told a
press conference that officials were concerned that a “pull fac-
tor” may effectively be in operation when comparisons of ben-
efits are carried out. Ireland’s rate for new arrivals from
Ukraine will now drop from $237 to $41.84 per week, and free
accommodation and board will be limited to just 90 days.
Eugene Quinn, national director of Jesuit Refugee Services
Ireland, said he is concerned that after 90 days there will be
nowhere for the refugees to go, and they will be forced into
homelessness. “We’re concerned that it’'s more evidence of an
accommodation system that is at a breaking point,” he told
Newstalk radio station.
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Giving Machines come to Greater Cincinnati support local charltles

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

A part of Light the World, a global Christmas initiative
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, its pur-
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The Kenwood Mall in Cincinnati, OH, will be home to pose is to “encourage people to show love to others.” ' _,“"n
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the area’s first “Giving Machine”— contributing to the
more than 50 locations worldwide.
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The Giving Machines, which resemble large vending
machines, display cards representing items for local and

¥

“HARITY

ZAUSE
UF YOUR

The Fourth Quarter =

(above) A woman and her daughters visit a Giving
Machine in this promotional image.

global nonprofit organizations including essentials such
as food, water, clothing, shelter, education, medical care
and more. Individuals who visit the machine select and
purchase items to donate, as they would any other vending
machine. One-hundred percent of every donation is trans-
ferred to the respective charities to use towards the pur-
chased good or service.

In 2022, Giving Machines worldwide donated thousands
of items: including 41,000 chickens, 25,000 ducks, 516,000
vaccines for children and more than 30 million water
purification tablets.

Cincinnati’s machine will be available starting Dec. 14,
and last until the end of the month on Dec. 30. Global char-
ities including the African Girls Hope Foundation, the
American Red Cross and CARE will be supported — as
well as local charities Shelterhouse, NEST Community
Learning Center, Catholic Charities of Southwestern Ohio
and Northern Kentucky’s food pantry Be Concerned.

The Church of Latter-day Saints originally reached out
to Be Concerned in 2022, according to executive director
Andy Brunsman, donating a sizeable amount of food to the
food pantry that year — as well as providing funding for
infrastructure improvements to Be Concerned.
Due to their pre-existing relationship, the Church reached
out to Be Concerned asking if they would like to partici-
pate in the Giving Machine this year.

“We're all about neighbors,” said Mr. Brunsman, “the
community being to help and whatever was easiest for
them ... we thought it was an innovative idea to try with
them.”

For Be Concerned, items available in the Giving
Machine will contribute to their food pantry and free gro-
cery store — with options such as gallons of milk and
packs of diapers for visitors to the machine to donate to
the mission.
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