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Alleluia! He is risen!

In celebration of Holy Week and
Easter the Curia is closed until
April 2. There will not be a
Messenger April 5. The Messenger
will resume publication April12.
The Messenger staff wishes its
readers and their families a joyous
and blessed Easter.
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Easter 2024

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
He is risen! Happy Easter!

As | write this, | am remem-
T e bering the story of an Easter

Vigil Mass | did not see
myself. A fellow seminarian shared the story three
decades ago. The parish he served that year made
every effort to celebrate the Easter Vigil beautiful-
ly and everything had been arranged to minute
detail. The brass was polished, the Blessing of the
Fire was artfully carried out, the Liturgy of the
Word was extended and powerfully proclaimed,
the homily was a masterpiece. In fact, everything
was nearly perfect until the moment the
procession flowed toward the font to bless it for
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the celebration of Baptism. Suddenly all realized The risen Christ is depicted in a stained-glass window at

in horror that no one had remembered to fill the St. Aloysius Church in Great Neck, N.Y. Relying on the Lord

for his counsel, trusting in his goodness, we're learning to

large font with water. What was to be the symbol recognize the voice of our Shepherd leading us home.

of new, abundant life, sat empty and stone cold.

| am preparing this Easter greeting in the waning days of Lent as | meditate before an image of the
Pieta. | imagine the Blessed Mother, holding her son and Savior in grief, trying to heave his body closer
to her heart and hold the weight of him there. | realize that, as Jesus was placed in her arms, Mary like-
ly felt the last warmth of his body ebb away. Felt that coldness and emptiness that all who grieve over
the deathbed of a loved one come to know.

Until now, | have rarely spent such time in prayer wrestling with the cold inertness of the body of Jesus
in death or imagining the process by which his embodied warmth and breath returned to the world in
victory on Easter morning. In her poem, Descending Theology: The Resurrection, Mary Karr does just
that. At the end of her meditation, exhilarated by imagined beats of the resurrected heart, she shares:
“Now it's your limbs he comes to fill, as warm water shatters at birth, rivering every way.”

Christ is risen! Victorious over the cold rigor of death, he comes to greet us in the lively warmth of his
resurrected body. Like the Spring that warms the wintered earth so that the grain, once buried, might
spring up green and fruitful, so Christ offers life to the cold places of our hearts and our world so that
we might bear the fruit of the Kingdom of God.

Whether because of our carelessness or another’s, we are empty, even broken vessels. Like that stone
cold font that stood unfilled, neglected and empty, we are incapable of restoring ourselves to life. But
Christ, by the victory of his resurrection, calls us from the cold and fills our limbs. Like the font in which
our newest brothers and sisters are baptized this Easter, Christ makes us cooperators and instruments in
his life-giving mission.

This Easter, we will once again renew our baptismal promises and be sprinkled with the waters of
baptism. May we allow Christ to restore us to life and make us whole.

May your Easter be blessed, and the Love of the Lord fill our lives with the warmth of love and the
living water of the Holy Spirit. May our diocesan Church always witness to the power of the
Resurrection and the grace that God has poured out upon us.

Yours in the Joy of the Resurrection,

’ Pl St

Bishop John Iffert
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PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday reminds us of
our need for a savior, bishop says

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week —

the end of the Lenten season as we approach the cele-
bration of the Resurrection at Easter.

Holy Week follows the passion of Jesus, and Palm

Sunday traditions tell the story of his arrival into

Jerusalem. This year, Palm Sunday was celebrated
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Assumption, Covington.

words: “went out.”

(above) Knights and dames of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem stand in their pews holding palms.

(right) The Palm Sunday congregation processes across
Madison Avenue in front of a TANK bus. Traffic was
paused momentarily by Covington police to make way for
the procession.

Greece: In the Footsteps of Paul
the Apostle

with Optional 3-Night Journey
to Rome Post Tour Extension

Join Bishop John Iffert,
Father Eric Andriot and
Father Aby Thampi

Dates
October 22 to November 1, 2024

Spiritual Reflection
On this journey, feel the spirit of the New
Testament as you walk in the footsteps of the
great apostle St. Paul, patron of the Diocese of
Covington. Experience the places where Paul lived
and preached, gaining a deeper understanding of
the biblical narrative.

Highlights include
Daily Mass
3-night Greek Islands and Turkey cruise
Tours of Athens, Corinth, Ephesus and

Corinth
One of the first locations to be visited
during the pilgrimage is Corinth, not far
from modern Athens to be seen the
morning of day 3 of the journey.

St. Paul the Apostle lived in Corinth for
two years, during which he wrote two
epistles. (1 Corinthians and 2
Corinthians)

Philippi Corinth is also the location where
PP St. Paul was brought before the
Cost tribunal as recorded in the Acts of the

Apostles. A guided tour will lead

Base per person rates: Double $5,490; Single \pOos tour will le:
pilgrims through this historic site.

$6,490; Triple $5,440. (Price locked-in until April
22)

To view promotional video
Go to Covdio.org.

Information contact
Collette

1-800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1221094

early March 24 — and, while a shortage of palms was
present nationwide due to the early Easter season and
weather patterns, according to Bishop Iffert, Palm
Sunday festivities proceeded, regardless.

Bishop John Iffert celebrated a Palm Sunday Mass
in the morning at the Cathedral Basilica of the

The congregation gathered first at St. Mark’s Park
across the street from the Cathedral, where the Mass’s
palms were blessed and the Gospel read — then, with

palms in hand, the congregation processed across
. - ¥ Madison Avenue to the Cathedral.
1} In addition to the procession, Palm Sunday Mass is
also celebrated with a reading of the Lord’s Passion.
In his homily, Bishop Iffert emphasizes just two

He said, remembering the disciples in the morn-
ing’s readings who wanted to assist Jesus in prepar-
ing for the evening meal, and, with his instructions,

A “having heard that word from Jesus: they went out.”
Palm Sunday’s liturgy begins with song, he said,

¥ recalling how palm branches were set out for Jesus
like a “red carpet ... they would wave them like fans
and scepters acknowledging the kingship of Christ.” |

“When we pick them [the Palms] up again in the
Passion, “they’re no longer the palms of rejoicing,
they become the palms of martyrdom.”

Bishop Iffert said the palms are a reminder of
“how fragile we are” — how easily it is to fall into that
mob mentality. They are also a reminder of “how
much we need a savior, and his merciful love.”

“Let’s enter this Holy Week,” he said, “...joining
him in bearing that Cross, for the life of the world.”

Messenger
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(above top) Bishop John Iffert
preaches prior to the morning
Palm Sunday Mass, where the
congregation gathered at
St. Mary’s Park, Covington,

-.= before processing across the

i street with their palms to

the Cathedral.

(above) Bishop Iffert, holding

- his own palms, waits to enter
the cathedral following the
congregation.

Women religious invite volunteers to
aday of service, ‘live the Resurrection’

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Sisters from the Diocese of Covington
are inviting people to join them, April 20,
for a “Service with Sisters” day. This event
welcomes individuals to join Covington’s
women religious in lending help to some
local charities and organizations, including
St. Vincent de Paul and the Brighton Center.

The day begins with prayer at 9 am. at
Mother of God Church, Covington, where
volunteers will be made acquainted with
the different volunteering locations for the
day before going out to work. The day ends
with prayer, as well, as volunteers are invit-
ed to return to Mother of God at 1:30 p.m.
for lunch and reflection.

“I like to think of it as a deepening of
how we’re called to learn the Eucharist,”
said Notre Dame Sister Marla Monahan,
the diocese’s Vicar for Religious, referenc-
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ing the USCCB’s national Eucharistic
Revival that began in 2022.

“On Holy Thursday,” said Sister Marla,
“when Jesus washes the disciple’s feet, he
says ‘What I've done, I ask you also to do.” I
think service is not optional in our
Christian lives.”

Sister Marla also said that she believes
“doing it in the Easter season is signifi-
cant.”

She said, “We are better at our Lenten
program, recognizing our need for conver-
sion — but I’'m not sure we’re as good at our
Easter program and recognizing the call to
live the Resurrection and what that means
in terms of joy in our lives.”

Those interested in joining women reli-
gious in this day of service can RSVP by
clicking through the banner on the home-
page of the diocesan website, covdio.org.

}  Women religious of the
Diocese of Covington
joined with community
¥ members of all ages,

4 including at least a dozen
" students, Saturday,

¥ April 22, for a day of
service. Starting with
prayer, the sisters and
those gathered set out to
lend a hand and support
wherever needed.
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Divine Mercy Sunday — the ‘divine floodgates

9

of mercy and graces open

Katie Schroeder
Contributor

Divine Mercy Sunday, celebrated on
the first Sunday after Easter, is meant
to be a “refuge and shelter to all souls,
and especially for poor sinners” (St.
Faustina, Diary, no. 699). Revelations
concerning this Feast of Mercy were
first introduced to mankind during the
20th century, when civilization was los-
ing an understanding of the inherent
dignity of human life, according to the
USCCB.

In the 1930s, a Polish nun, St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska, was chosen by
Jesus to receive these revelations,
which she recorded in her Diary. St.
John Paul II, in his book “Memory and
Identity,” writes of this occurrence:
“This was precisely the time when
those ideologies of evil, nazism and
communism, were taking shape. Sister
Faustina became the herald of the one
message capable of off-setting the evil
of those ideologies, that fact that God is
mercy — the truth of the merciful
Christ.”

In St. Faustina’s Diary, 14 occasions
were recorded in which Jesus request-
ed that a Feast of Mercy be observed. In
one of these passages, Jesus speaks of
how “the very depths” of his “tender
mercy are open” (St. Faustina, Diary,
entry no. 699). He states that the souls
who go to confession and then receive
Holy Communion on this Feast will
obtain complete forgiveness of their
sins and punishment, because he will
“pour out a whole ocean of graces upon
those souls who approach the Fount” of
his mercy (no. 699).

Jesus uses multiple phrases throughout his revelations
which reference water and cleansing, such as “a whole
ocean of graces,” “fount of My mercy,” and “divine flood-
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Close-up of the first Divine Mercy
painting, created in 1934 based on the
request of Saint Faustina Kowalska
and her confessor, Michael Sopocko,
by Eugeniusz Kazimirowski.

Divine Mercy Vespers
Join Bishop John Iffert
3 p.m., Sunday, April 7

Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament after 10 a.m. Mass

Confessions available during

gates through which graces flow.” What he
is offering to all is a complete cleansing of
souls, a complete renewal of baptismal
grace.

This theme is also seen within the image
of Jesus which was shown to St. Faustina in
a vision; his right hand is raised in blessing
while his left is held to his heart, out of
which red and white rays emanate. These
rays represent the blood and water which
poured from Jesus’ heart when he was
pierced in the side with a spear while on the
cross. Through the blood and sacrifice of
Jesus and the waters of baptism, salvation
is brought to the world.

Underneath this image, Jesus requested
that the words “Jesus, I trust in You” be
inscribed, and that this image be venerated
across the world. Within his revelations, he
stated, “I promise that the soul that will ven-
erate this image will not perish” (no. 48) and
“By means of this image I will grant many
graces to souls” (no. 742).

Jesus emphasized the importance of
trust, not only through the inscription
beneath his image, but through his other
revelations as well, stating, “The graces of
My mercy are drawn by the means of one
vessel only, and that is — trust. The more a
soul trusts, the more it will receive” (no.
1578).

As a part of these revelations, St.
Faustina also received the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy. Jesus told her to encourage souls to
say this chaplet and promised that “whoever
will recite it will receive great mercy at the
hour of death ... Even if there were a sinner
most hardened, if he were to recite this
chaplet only once, he would receive grace
from My infinite mercy” (no. 687).

Divine Mercy Vespers will be celebrated at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption from 3-4 p.m., Sunday, April 7.
All are encouraged to attend.
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Franciscan at Home empowers parents as
‘Iintentional’ catechists and it’s free

Laura Keener
Editor

The Diocese of Covington is
partnering with the Catechetical
Institute, Franciscan University, to
provide parents, free of charge,
access to an entire library of online
workshops aimed to assist them
with the “intentional” Catholic for-
mation of their children.

These workshops are available
right now. Every parish and school in the Diocese of
Covington is already registered and waiting for parents
and parishioners to create their own free account at
https://franciscanathome.com/diocese-covington.
Through these accounts, parents and parishioners can
choose from the dozens of courses, workshops and tracks
— in English or Spanish — available through Franciscan
at Home.

Franciscan at Home is the flagship online approach to
disciple making offered by the Catechetical Institute. The
Catechetical Institute is the non-degree, field level, multi-
dimensional, online supported outreach of the Franciscan
University, Steubenville. The mission of the Catechetical
Institute is “forming those who form others.”

“We are reaching out to those who are in any kind of
way forming others in the faith,” said Dr. Mark Ginter. “We
don’t provide catechesis; we don’t directly aim at the per-
son in the pew. We don’t directly aim at the person in the
classroom. We aim at those who teach those who are in the
pew; those who form those who are in the classroom. That

« CATECHETICAL

INSTITUTE S
FRANCISCAN UNIVERSITY

also includes parents who
should be the primary,
intentional catechists of
their children.”

Dr. Ginter, strategic
partnership liaison fellow
Catechetical
Institute, recently led two
in-person, half-day intro-
ductory workshops — one
with school principals and
catechists and a second with parish catechists — March 22
and 23, at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,
Covington. He was invited by David Cooley and Isaak A.
Isaak, co-directors of the Office of Catechesis
and Evangelization.

Implementation of Franciscan at Home is
one of the strategies Mr. Cooley and Mr. Isaak
identified to achieve the diocesan goal of
“empowering schools, parishes and families
to fulfill their shared mission of ongoing faith
formation.” This goal is part of the strategic

(Continued on page 7)

Dr. Mark Ginter, strategic partnership liaison fellow
for the Catechetical Institute, leads an introductory
workshop for school principals and catechists,

March 22, at Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,
Covington, kicking-off the faith development
process of Franciscan at Home.

Our Lady of Lourdes
Parishreturnsto
Park Hills beginning
Easter Sunday

Staff report

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish will resume the celebra-
tion of the traditional Latin Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, Park Hills, beginning Easter Sunday:

The traditional Latin Mass will be celebrated on
Sundays at 7 am. and 9 a.m., with the latter being a high
Mass. Father Matthew Cushing, administrator, will be the
celebrant at both Masses.

“I wish everyone at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish a
blessed and happy Easter,” said Bishop John Iffert. “I am
happy to see the parish take this important step to stabili-
ty and to reestablishing its full parish life.”

pDinedil

o Fish Fry

Dine in or Drive Thru a Fish Fry: Episode 6
In episode six of Dine in or Drive Through a Fish Fry, Bella
and Maura travel to Our Savior, Covington, to see what
makes their fish fry so great. Check it out online at
www.covdio.org/messenger.

March 30 April 8-11
Easter Vigil Mass, Cathedral ~ Mission Trip
Basilica of the Assumption, April 12

Covington, 8:30 p.m.

March 31
Easter Mass — Resurrection

High School Senior Mass,
Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m.

April 14
of t_h_e Lord, Cathedral Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
Basilica, 10 a.m. 7:30 a.m.
Apr.|I 2 . Serra Club Server Awards,
Curia offices reopen Cathedral Basilica, 2 p.m.
April 5

April 15

Good Shepherd dinner,
Pontifical College
Josephinum, Columbus,
6 p.m.

Blessing of Madonna House,
Ft. Mitchell, 10 a.m.

April 6

Vigil Mass, Cathedral
Basilica, 4:30 p.m.

April 7
Divine Mercy Vespers,
Cathedral Basilica, 3 p.m.
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Somewhere along the way, it has probably happened to
many of us. You make that huge sale that produces your
biggest commission ever.
You graduate with honors,
or you just graduate, peri-
od. Your team wins the
championship and you are
named Most Valuable
Player. You win the major
prize, or at least a turkey, at
the church festival. You are
named “Citizen of the
Day” by a radio station or
you are honored as “Boss
of the Year” in the local
newspaper. You finally get
that “big raise” and a more
meaningful job title. You
survive a major health threat. You finally get to retire ...
early! That long-awaited great-grandchild finally arrives!
Your child or a grandchild scores their first goal in soccer.
A precious, lost keepsake has finally been found after
months of searching.

None of the above? Okay, just fill in some of your
greatest surprises and totally unexpected achievements
in life.

ALONG THE WAY

Ray Smith

Here we are once again, celebrating the Triduum and
the greatest liturgical feast of our Catholic faith —
Easter! How quickly Lent has passed and what a Lent it
has been. One of the highlights for me has been partici-

pating in the Parish
Missionary Disciples
VIEWPOINT (PMD) program.
] _ Parish Missionary

Disciples is an intensive
training experience, devel-
oped and presented by the
Catholic Leadership
Institute, the organization
providing support to our
Diocese as we journey
through the With One
Heart initiative. The goal
of Parish Missionary
Disciples is to equip
Catholics with the skills
necessary for evangeliza-
tion, to train “laborers in the field” who are capable and
confident in sharing their faith in Jesus Christ with oth-
ers. Those disciples then train other disciples until
parishes and the diocese are transformed into vibrant
communities that invite people to a relationship with
Christ through his Church.

One of the activities during the first weekend of PMD
was very powerful for me. We, the participants, were
asked to reflect and share a time when an encounter with
Jesus resulted in a change in our lives. First, we refer-

Jamie Schroeder

Jesus lives! Now what?

Now what? What!!! Did you ask, “Now what?”

What are you? A human being?

Yes, and so were the meager, struggling, bungling,
doubting, finite and often confused apostles of Jesus
when they witnessed and were confronted by the biggest
“Now what?” of all time — the resurrection of Jesus, the
miracle-working itinerant carpenter from Nazareth.

The apostles, especially, had been confronted by “Now
what?” many times along their way:

— When water was turned into wine at Cana.

— When lepers were made clean.

— When the lame stood up and went their way:

— When the deaf heard, the mute spoke and the blind

Saw.

— When Jesus beckoned Lazarus to live, foreshadow-

ing the first Easter.

— When, on the Cross, all seemed abandoned, lost and

finished.

They must have wondered, “Now what?”

Easter is the greatest hope, the permanent answer to
“Now what?” and the greatest-ever Post Game Show, as
described in a former edition of The Word Among Us, a
Florida publication I once read, with the motto; “The
Spirit of Catholic Living.”

Its Easter meditation rightly cited that the resurrec-
tion of Jesus changed everything and that an “age of

What’s your story?

enced the Scripture passage about the conversion of St.
Paul in chapter 9 of the Acts of the Apostles.

We were then directed to answer three questions to
shape our own testimonies. How was my life before
encountering Jesus? How did I meet Jesus? How was my
life after the encounter?

As a huge fan of The Chosen series, I was immediately
reminded of Mary Magdalene’s line in Episode 2 of
Season 1, “I was one way. And now I am completely differ-
ent. And the thing that happened in between was Him.”

I understood what I was being asked to do, but I wasn’t
sure I could come up with an experience to share.

Over the years, I've listened to talks, attended forma-
tion opportunities, and read books in which people
shared their conversion stories. These were amazing
accounts of God’s action in the lives of others, most of
which brought about dramatic, even radical change.

Iloved hearing and reading them, but I was never real-
ly able to identify times like those in my life. I felt that my
faith journey had been uneventful and too ordinary to
inspire anyone else. One of the PMD facilitators com-
mented that our stories do not have to be “St. Paul
moments” to be effective, and for me, that simple state-
ment was a whisper from God. He often accomplishes his
work in the ordinary.

My story ended up being a memory from my child-
hood that is quite fitting for the holy days we are current-
ly celebrating. It was the special occasion of watching a
feature length film in school. The details surrounding the
event are fuzzy, but the movie itself I have never forgot-
ten. I had to have been in junior high, and it was probably

grace” was proclaimed on that day.

It went on that “Jesus rose from the dead and reigns
forever more in heaven at the right hand of the Father
and we are called not merely as servants, but as friends of
Christ. Today (Easter), a river of life flows. Jesus has
become a life-giving spirit, pouring out the Holy Spirit
onto the whole world. From this spring of resurrection
power, a mighty river is cascading. It’s the millions upon
millions of lives who have experienced the power of God
in conversion. Your life has been swept up, too.”

The meditation challenges us to begin to honor God
for Easter’s answer to our perennial “Now what?”

But how? The writer suggested that by our following
in the footsteps of the disciples in the Easter Gospel to,
“like Mary Magdalene, seek out his presence.” We are
urged, in the final analysis, to “keep running to him
throughout the day in prayer,” keeping in mind Peter and
John’s sprint to the tomb.

Finally, it suggested that if we can “peer into his
empty grave, as they did, and see that Jesus isn’t dead,”
we will see once and for all that Jesus has been moving in
our lives all these years, making us new creations.

Now what? Now live!

Ray Smith is a commissioned Lay Pastoral Minister for
the Diocese of Covington.

Holy Week. The movie was “The Robe,” a 1953 fictional,
biblical epic based on the 1942 novel of the same name by
Lloyd C. Douglas.

“The Robe” tells the story of Marcellus Gallio, a
Roman tribune who supervises the crucifixion of Christ
and who wins Christ’s robe by casting lots. It was a prod-
uct of its time, but the film made a tremendous impres-
sion on my eleven- or twelve-year-old self.

I remember thinking about it for weeks afterward. It
prompted me to begin considering my vocation, and look-
ing back now, I think it may have been one of the pivotal
moments when my faith became my own. And, while
sharing this experience during Parish Missionary
Disciples, I realized that the main character Marcellus’
life “was one way. And (then he was) completely different.
And the thing that happened in between was HIM.”

“The Robe” is still one of my favorite movies; I own a
copy which I watch every year on Good Friday or Holy
Saturday.

Since that first PMD weekend, I've identified several
more encounters with Jesus that I can share, and through
PMD, I am gaining the skills and the confidence to share
them. Once the eyes of faith are opened even a little, and
we begin to see God’s action in our lives, the conversion
stories, both dramatic and ordinary, become evident.

The result of the training is that Parish Missionary
Disciples may be coming to a parish near you. I highly
recommend that you participate. Then I'll be able to ask,
“What’s your story?”

Jamie Schroeder is chancellor for the Diocese of
Covington, Ky
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COMMENTARY

Sometimes the tension is the answer

People naturally swing to extremes. It seems part of
human nature. It’s evident in our increasingly polarized
society today. When we see something we don’t like, our
natural inclination is to swing back to the opposite

ANGELICO
PROJECT

extreme.

Sometimes this is not
such a bad thing. When
exposed to something
extremely wrong or erro-
neous, the answer really is
to push back in an
extreme way. Sometimes
this is not the right thing
to do, however. Oftentimes
the answer lies in the mid-
dle. Great thinkers and
teachers of history, such
as Aristotle and Buddha,
have encouraged people to
avoid extremes and seek
“the middle way.”

What about Jesus?

What does Jesus say?

I think Jesus’ teachings contain elements of both of
these approaches. Aristotelian virtue language has long
been adopted by the Church as perfectly commensurate
with Christian moral teachings. It seems that very often
in life the answer really is to seek the middle way between
two extremes.

But Christ also certainly advocated radical responses
to radical evil. A certain episode with a whip and many
turned tables comes to mind. And remember his words;
“If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out!” The Church
assures us that Jesus does not want us to actually maim
ourselves, but his emphasis is clear: we should not have a
middle-road approach to sin. Sin should be vehemently
avoided. While Christ sometimes advocates radical
responses and sometimes advocates compromise, he also
does something else, something unique. He gives us ten-
sions to live in.

I had a great professor in college who has had a lasting

impact on my life. There was one lesson in particular I
will never forget. When confronted about not giving a
direct answer to a question, he responded that sometimes
the best thing a teacher can do is to not give a direct
answer but to instead impart the right tension. What did
he mean by that?

Think of the following teachings of Christ: “Blessed
are those who hunger.” “No one who comes to me will
ever be hungry.” “My yoke is easy, my burden light.”
“How difficult the road that leads to life.” “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give you.” “Do not think I have come
to bring peace, but the sword.”

In every single one of these instances, Christ seems to
directly contradict himself. Why does he do this? Why
does he teach in these paradoxes? Because, as my profes-
sor would say, sometimes the best thing to do is not just
teach the right answer, but to teach the right tension.

Christ wants us to live in the tension between not over-
ly seeking fulfillment of our natural desires (hunger) but
knowing that our ultimate fulfillment will come in him.
He wants us to recognize that his requests are hard but
not as heavy or hard as the burden of sin. And he wants
us to seek peace, but his peace, not the peace of the world.

By giving us two apparently contradictory statements,
Christ actually draws our attention to the tension between
them, which is, in fact, the answer to the dilemma. When
faced with two apparently contradictory approaches, espe-
cially two approaches we seem to agree with, we should
ask ourselves if there is an important tension between
them that is actually the answer. Perhaps it’s a “both-and”
situation instead of an “either-or.”

I think this approach can be helpful, especially in a
world so prone to radicalization and polarization. Yes,
sometimes the answer to a dilemma is to push back radi-
cally against a radical wrong. Yes, sometimes the answer
is to find middle ground. But sometimes, the tension itself
is the answer.

Brad Torline is executive director for The Angelico
Project, an organization dedicated to building Catholic cul-
ture through beauty and the arts, online at
wwwAngelicoProject.org.

Love makes room

My heart started beating faster and my face flushed
when I glanced at the messages popping up in text bubbles
on my phone one early
morning last March.

“Are you at work?” one
asked.

“Can you let me know
when you are there?”
another said.

“Uh-oh,” I thought.
“Someone died.”

Stepping away from a
conversation with a col-
league, I closed the door to
my office and called
Treasa — bracing for bad
news.

The voice at the other
end of the phone lacked
urgency, however, and even had a carefree quality. My wife
said she wanted to text me a photo and “get my opinion on
something.”

In the next instant, I was staring at a pregnancy test
that showed two telltale vertical lines.

“You think it’s positive?” Treasa asked.

“Yes,” I said.

Treasa continued chatting about this life-changing
development in a relaxed way that would arouse no suspi-
cion among our five kids. Despite the hushed tone of her
voice, however, I could tell she was ecstatic.

My heart was still beating furiously. I, too, was over-
joyed. Yet, part of me was thinking back to earlier conver-
sations my wife and I had about growing our family. We
have always been unconditionally open to life, but ques-
tions lingered in my mind.

Was I too old at 50 to be the father of a sixth child? How
would we pay for the countless expenses that would go
into raising an even larger family? Would we need a new
van to fit two adults and six kids? Having lost our first-

George P. Matysek Jr.

born son six weeks before his due date, what would we do
if we had that experience again, or if the baby was born
with health challenges — and how would that impact our
children, who ranged in age from 4 to 9?

When we started sharing the news with family and
friends, most were supportive. But a few weren’t exactly
encouraging.

“You need to find another hobby,” one person told me.

Another’s jaw literally dropped, and someone else
asked if I thought I was a Hollywood movie star — Al
Pacino or George Clooney — still having kids later in life.

“Reeeeally?” said one, rolling his eyes.

I knew they were teasing ... mostly:.

Yet, I could tell in some of the reactions that the path
we walked was perceived as weird, naive and maybe even
foolish by some.

Treasa had a different outlook.

Welcoming a new baby would teach our children to be
more generous, she said. Our little ones would give and
receive love in a new way. They would learn to make sacri-
fices and bond more strongly. Their support system would
SIrow.

We brought the newest Matysek child home from the
hospital in December, an early Christmas gift. The reac-
tion of the children squashed any earlier concerns I had.
One by one, each held his or her baby brother, beaming
proudly. In these first few weeks, they’ve showered him
with love, doting on him and offering to help with every-
thing from getting his binky to reading him stories and
voluntarily (!) cleaning up around the house.

During his epic 1979 visit to Washington, D.C., Pope St.
John Paul IT noted that decisions about the number of
children in a family “must not be taken only with a view
to adding to comfort and preserving a peaceful existence.”

Parents, he said, “will remind themselves that it is cer-
tainly less serious to deny their children certain comforts
or material advantages than to deprive them of the pres-
ence of brothers and sisters, who could help them to grow
in humanity and to realize the beauty of life at all its ages

Christindeed isrisen

The readings for Easter Sunday, The Resurrection
of the Lord — Cycle B — are: Acts 10:34a, 37-43;
Colossians 3:1-4 and John 20:1-9.

Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtain-
ing. Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!” (From the
Sequence of Easter Sunday Mass)

This is the day that the
Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad! We
celebrate this day the res-
urrection of Christ from
the dead. Christ conquers
sin and death once and for
all. Death and sin no
longer have any power
over him — or over those
who believe in him.

His victory over sin
and death, having con-
quered the grave, is
Bishop Roger J. Foys, indeed reason to rejoice!

D.D. And in these difficult days

GO AND GLORIFY
l-‘ >

who of us does not seek to

rejoice in something worthwhile, in something and some-
one that brings life and light into our world, into our
lives, into our hearts. Christ obtains for us new life, ever-
lasting life, a life filled with goodness and joy.

In the Gospel reading for today (John 20:1-9) Mary of
Magdala goes to the tomb on Easter morning only to find
the stone rolled back and the tomb empty. With haste she
runs to the Apostles and announces that “They have
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where
they have put Him.” (John 20:2)

Receiving this startling news Peter and John rush to
the tomb only to find it as Mary has reported. John
enters the tomb and sees the burial cloths rolled up, but
the body of Jesus is nowhere to be found. “... he saw and
believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture
that he had to rise from the dead.” (John 20:8-9)

We really can’t blame Mary or Peter or John for being
shocked and not understanding. This was entirely new to
them. Yes, they had been followers of Jesus for some
three years. Yes, they had listened to him teach and
preach to the multitudes. Yes, they had seen him work
many miracles and perform wonderous signs. Still, they
were just not sure for they had never witnesses such
things before.

We have such an advantage over those first followers
of Jesus. Unlike them, we know the rest of the story. We
know that Jesus has indeed risen from the dead, for we
have witnesses who have testified to that truth. We have
the Scriptures and the tradition of the Church which his
early followers did not have.

So, what is our response to the Lord this day? How can
it be anything other than gratitude and joy. Profound
gratitude and exuberant joy!

Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtain-
ing. The tomb is empty. Death is no longer victorious.
Christ has overcome sin and death — for us! He did this
for us!

Only love can lead someone to give up one’s life freely.
Imagine the love that God has for us to send his Son to
save us. Imagine the love that Jesus has for us to have
willingly become one of us and surrender his life so that
we may have life.

Amidst any problems, any sorrows, any difficulties,
any doubts we might have in our lives, today we place
them all in the hands of the Lord. We know the rest of
the story. If ever there was a happy ending, this day is it.

Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtain-
ing! This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad!

A blessed and joy-filled Easter to all

Most Reu Roger J. Foys, D.D. is bishop emeritus of the
Diocese of Covington, Ky

and in all its variety.”

He and Treasa are right. Love makes room.

George P. Matysek Jr. is managing editor of the Catholic
Review, the news outlet of the Archdiocese of Baltimore. His
column has been provided by OSV News.
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Be
Witnesses

“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”

— Pope Francis

Religious Communities

in the

Diocese of Covington

Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org

Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis

www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org

Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com

Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org

Sisters of Notre Dame
www.sndusa.org

Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
WWW.SSjw.org

Public and Private
Associations

Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org

Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info
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ring God’s call

A group photo of the participants of Hope Esperanza 2024 in Chicago, lll. The event was a gathering of sisters under 65 and lay associates interested in exploring a

religious vocation’s current and future realities.

Karen Kuhlman
Correspondent

“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans
12:2

The importance of community cannot be overstated.
Whether the ordinary or the seminal moments of our lives, we
need the company of family, friends and those on whom we can
depend.

The people of the Diocese of Covington have been blessed
to enjoy the legacy of the women religious working with one
another and side by side with us through all the moments of
our lives since 1859.The Sisters handed us the keys to success
through determination and generosity by building schools, hos-
pitals, social service agencies and Thomas More University.

God always puts the right people in the right place at the
right time.The women religious laid the groundwork for the
success of our region by teaching others how to be teachers,
nurses, medical personnel and entrepreneurs.The women reli-
gious have done their jobs well,and by design, today, the laity
join the sisters’ efforts.

And yet, there continues to be a worldwide need for the
skills of women religious.To address the need, a leadership col-
laborative was formed from several organizations already
involved in leadership training and support for congregations of
women religious from around the world. The women recently
came together to attend Hope Esperanza 2024 in Chicago.The
event was a gathering of sisters under 65 and lay associates
interested in exploring a religious vocation’s current and future
realities.

Hope Esperanza was accompanied by a virtual gathering
for those unable to attend in person.This year’s event was a
hybrid, with 100 to 150 in-person participants and about 80 par-
ticipating online.

Sister Cathy Bauer, a Benedictine Sister of St.Walburg
Monastery and vocation director for her order, participated in
the event by Zoom.

“As we look to the future, we ask ourselves what is impor-
tant and how do we shape the future? One of my concerns is

the importance of caring for the Benedictines’ older sisters.
Another is discerning what membership as a Benedictine will
look like in the future,” Sister Cathy said.”"When | entered in 1979
people came at 18, had nothing, and were giving up nothing.
People entering now have jobs and education.They worked
hard for their job and promotions in the world where they
worked. Benedictine leadership puts peers together to talk,and
that is important.| have been a vocation director for many years
and have been connected to many religious communities. It is
more complicated now, as young women often live among the
laity and hold jobs before entering.| see our greatest need right
now is prayer. Prayer for peace to end the conflicts of war
around the world, an end to the divisions in America,and a
search for a place with quiet peace.”

Sister Leslie Keener is vocation director for the
Congregation of Divine Providence and meets with young
women who are discerning a religious vocation. Sister Leslie
attended the Hope Esperanza 2024 conference in Chicago with
friends. She is very connected across the congregations with her
generational peers in other communities.

Sister Leslie said,”"Some of my friends have aged out of
other conferences for younger women. This conference was a
great opportunity to reconnect with longtime friends. | enjoyed
looking at the realities of religious life, where we have been,
looking at the future with hope, and doing so with peers.The
conference seemed like an excellent, positive space to discuss all
that — and it was! It was a very energizing experience!

“Sometimes, people talk about religious life as something
of the past and disappearing, but that is not true. There may be
some shifting in demographics, but the conference was attend-
ed by over 200 — we're still here! We don't know what will hap-
pen in our future, but we know that God still calls us to mission,
spirituality and community life. Just as in other parts of our
world, there is a lot of uncertainty about what will happen.In
some ways, we don't need to know because we are trusting in
God and walking through it with each other for mutual sup-
port.”

These women believe in the future of religious life. It is a
witness to us all to trust God and live our vocation each day.
God is with us showing us the way.

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,

contact Sister Marla Monahan at mmonahan@covdio.org or (859) 392-1569.
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‘I walked away from God, but he didn’t walk

away from me’said candidate Wesley Hamilton

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent

During the Easter Vigil, at parishes throughout the dio-
cese, 107 catechumens and 108 candidates will become the
newest members of Catholic Church in the Diocese of
Covington. The Messenger is highlighting the stories of a
few of these members. In this fourth in a series of articles,
Wesley Hamilton, a candidate at St. Joseph Parish, Cold
Spring, shares his path to the Church.

“I walked away from God, but he didn’t walk away from
me,” said Wesley Hamilton, an RCIA candidate from St.
Joseph Parish, Cold Spring.

Mr. Hamilton grew up as a southern Baptist, the same
religion as the rest of his family. Around his sophomore
year of high school however he left the church and would
go on to spend, “a good six years somewhere between

Franciscan at Home

(Continued from page 3)

diocesan pastoral plan developed through the With One
Heart initiative. School and parish catechists will also be
using the Franciscan at Home workshops for their on-
going faith development. This initiative is being funded by
the Diocese. It doesn’t cost parishes, schools or individuals
to participate.

“What we are actually providing is a mentored
approach of accompaniment,” said Dr. Ginter about
Franciscan at Home. Unlike a program, that has a begin-
ning and an ending date, Franciscan at Home has “the per-
spective of lifelong learning.”

“Every disciple of Jesus Christ needs to continue to be
formed by the Holy Spirit for the entirety of our earthly
days,” said Dr. Ginter.

Franciscan at Home has learners in over 131 countries
and over 100 partnering (arch)diocese and eparchies in the
United States.

“When we thought about providing the convenience for
learners anywhere in the world, we thought it’d be most
convenient to provide them learning in the home,” said Dr.
Ginter. But Franciscan at Home is about more than con-
venience.

“It’s always been our aim for building up the domestic
church, for the home to be the place where the faith is
handed on,” said Dr. Ginter.

It is often said, Dr. Ginter noted, that parents are the
primary catechists of their children. Dr. Ginter makes an
important differentiation, “we want parents to be the pri-
mary ‘intentional’ catechists of their children.” Every day,
in varied and unintentional ways parents are always
teaching their children something, “But it may not be the
Catholic faith,” he said.

“They are the catechist sometimes of the world’s per-
spective — what they believe about sports, what they
believe about careerism, what they believe about money;
what they believe about non-Catholic ideas,” Dr. Ginter
said. “Because by baptism, and especially by the sacra-
ment of Holy Matrimony, parents have the vocation to lead
their children in holiness and evangelizing them. That’s
why we want them to be the primary ‘intentional’ cate-
chists of their children.”

For more information and to create a firee account go to
https://franciscanathome.com/diocese-covington.
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www.covcathedral.com/restored-in-christ

agnostic and atheist,” he said. He would not return to faith
until the start of law school.

“I'moved up here in 2020 for law school and I was really
alone, a lot of my friends and family live in the Louisville
area ... It was the farthest from home I had ever been. At
that point I knew I needed to come back to the faith.”

Mr. Hamilton said that it was “in a moment of real cri-
sis,” that he took a chance and spoke with Msgr. Gerald
Reinersman, former pastor of St. Joseph Parish. “He was
there for me, and he was so calm, so collected and so cer-
tain in his faith,” said Mr. Hamilton, “That was my first
tangible experience with the Catholic Church.”

After his conversation with Msgr. Reinersman, Mr.
Hamilton said it took attending Mass twice before he was
certain this is where he needed to be. “After the second one
I was hooked ... I needed no more convincing I was in the

The Perfect
Fit For Your!
Future.
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Living
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available now!
CALL US TODAY!
- (859) 331-3224

www.stcharlescommunity.org

Senior

presence of God. It felt real,” he said.

His family, specifically his father; has been supportive of
his decision to convert. “My dad is just happy that I
returned to God ... he has been the rock of my faith when
I didn’t have any.”

Mr. Hamilton went on to say, “I believe that I walked
away from God, but he didn’t walk away from me and the
part of him that didn’t walk away from me was my father.”

Mr. Hamilton also says what he is most excited for his
First Communion saying, “I look forward deeply to the
first day I get to take part in it.”

When talking about coming into full communion with
the Church, Mr. Hamilton said, “I'm glad to say I think I've
found the one true Church, the one true iteration of our
faith. I am so glad, so happy to be here, it feels like home.”

Serrans hear about
campus ministry
=~ The Serra Club for Vocations,
Northern Kentucky, invited
Deacon Brian Cox to speak at
its membership meeting, March
“ 19. Deacon Cox talked about his
experiences at the recent SEEK
gathering in St. Louis and his
ministry as director of Campus
Ministry at Northern Kentucky
University and how the pro-
gram is growing. Pictured
(from left) are: Jeff Jehn,
president, Serra Club for
Vocations president; Deacon
. Cox, and Serrans Diana Henke
; and Nick Winnike. The Serra
/I Club for Vocations is an
association in Christian
fellowship that encourages and
supports priestly and religious
vocations and the spiritual
growth of its members.
For information visit
www.serranky.org.
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Cathedral Basilica hosts return of Shroud of Turin and sudarium

The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption will again
host a display of an exact copy of the Shroud of Turin and
Sudarium of Oviedo during Easter Week this year. The
cloths will be on display in the Cathedral’s St. Paul Relics
Chapel and will be available for viewing throughout the
week during regular Cathedral hours.

The centerpiece is an exact copy of the Shroud of
Turin, believed throughout Christianity to be the burial
shroud that wrapped Jesus’ body when it was placed in the
tomb on Good Friday. Also on display is an exact copy of
the Sudarium of Oviedo, believed to be “the cloth that had
been wrapped around Jesus’ head.” (John 20:7)

The Shroud of Turin is the single most scientifically
studied artifact in history. The cloth is fourteen and a half
feet long and three and a half feet wide, made of herring-

dcch24.givesmart.com

Can’t join us for the in-person event?
Join us for our online Silent Auction
April 24-28, 2024

bone twill linen and bears the front and back image of a
crucified man. The image shows scourge marks over the
man’s entire body, nail wounds at his wrist and feet, and
puncture injuries to his brow and scalp consistent with the
“crown of thorns” pressed onto his head at the time of his
crucifixion. In the man’s right side, a gaping oval wound
can be seen from which a stream of blood flows.
Christian believers worldwide venerate the actual
Shroud (kept in the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in
Turin, Italy) as the burial cloth of Jesus Christ. The Holy
See, which has had custody of the Shroud since 1983, has
never taken a definitive stance on its authenticity, but
many popes have visited it and attested to its devotional
power. Since 1978, the cloth has been the object of extensive
scientific and forensic scrutiny by legions of scientists
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who hoped to determine its origin, its history, and particu-
larly who the man in the image might be. Most scientists
approached the cloth determined to quickly prove it was a
fake. But the accumulated evidence over 46 years of scien-
tific scrutiny has only generated more questions than
answers.

No paints or oils have ever been found on the Shroud,
and the image is not the product of an artist or other
medieval process. Type AB blood has been found all over
its surface, the same type of blood that is present on the
Sudarium of Oviedo. Most mysterious of all is the image
itself: scientists have never been able to determine how it
was created. According to physicist Dr. John Jackson, a
lead investigator of the 1978 scientific team that first inves-
tigated the Shroud, the image was likely formed by a

The Shroud of Turin and
the Sudarium of Oviedo

An exact replica of the Shroud
of Turin and Sudarium of Oviedo
will be on display throughout
Easter Week at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington,

Monday-Friday, April 1-5,

9 a.m.-3 p.m. and on

Saturday, April 6 from

10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The display is provided courtesy
of the Knights, Dames and

T - | Squires of the Covington-

CARE FOR KIDS RAFFLE

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $10,000
$20/TICKET OR 5 Chances for $100

Winners will be drawn on:
Monday, April 29,2024 | 9:00 AM | DCCH Center

*Drawing will take place at DCCH Center for Children and Families,
Located at 75 Orphanage Road Fort Mitchell, KY 41017

Official Rules are followed as outlined by the Kentucky
Department of Charitable Gaming. Must be 18 or older to
participate. Kentucky Charitable License Number 48

Lexington Section of the
Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Pilgrimage to
Medjugorje

October 6-15, 2024

with Priest Chaplain

Package price from
Cincinnati is only $2,790.
Price includes
transportation, tours,
accommodations, and daily

breakfast and dinner.

e-mail: Ipither@hotmail.com or
Call Lisa Pifher at (513) 377-6780
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process still unknown to science, but something that
resembled an instant burst of high energy that “scorched”
only the top one or two micro-fibers of the cloth’s surface.

Recent tests on the Shroud of Turin date the cloth to the
first century A.D. According to Edward Pentin writing in
2022 for the National Catholic Register, Italian scientist
Liberato De Caro of Italy’s Institute of Crystallography of
the National Research Council in Bari used a “Wide-Angle
X-ray Scattering” method to examine the natural aging of
cellulose that makes up the linen cloth. His peer reviewed

research showed the Shroud is much older than the seven
centuries claimed in 1988 using carbon-14 dating tech-
niques and is actually around 2,000 years old.

“We hope people take away a sense of what the first cen-
tury Christians might've experienced when they encoun-
tered the empty tomb and the risen Christ,” says Sir
Stephen Enzweiler of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre. “Something completely life-altering happened
to them when they peered into that tomb and saw the
cloths “set in place” (John 20:6-7). That experience turned

TR

MECHANICAL, INC.

“A Wischer Family Company™

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

» Electric
+ Plumbing
+ Air Conditioning

Residential Service Experts Since 1987

341-7755

them from being frightened fugitives to being lions of
faith.”

The Shroud of Turin and the Sudarium of Oviedo will
be on display throughout Easter Week during regular
Cathedral hours (Monday-Friday, 9 am.-3 p.m.) and on
Saturday, April 6 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The display is provid-
ed courtesy of the Knights, Dames and Squires of the
Covington-Lexington Section of the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

(above top) The Shroud of
Turin.

(above) The Sudarium of
Oviedo.

(far left) Shroud image in
negative shows the entire
crucified figure.

(left) The face on the
Shroud.

JEFF & CHERYL SISKA 859-816-7910
AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — ESTATE & COLLECTIONS BUYER
WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING...

« COSTUME JEWELRY o BEER & LIQUOR SIGNS & LIGHTS

o %ET ﬁggm  COINS & PAPER MONEY

. * ROOKWOOD & ROSEVILLE POTTERY
. ;EDNJ%*S%S?G ns  ©HOUDAY I'I'ENéS INC Y;QI\_RRD DECOR,

= LICENSE PLATES %ER' '“N“a ,\"CAESFS DIMAS TRES. &

* STONE CROCKS & JUGS , pepg & SPORTING ITEMS BEFORE 1976
o DIECAST CARS & TRUCKS , 15y5 8 BANKS BEFORE 1980

* MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
e HADLEY & BYBEE . QRS(ING &APRYEREX MIXING BOWLS

* LEGOS
WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES—WE BUY COMPLETE
& PARTIAL ESTATES AS WELL AS COMPLETE COLLECTIONS!




Chrism Mass

Bishop Iffert says Christ’s mission
and vision are seen ‘alive and well’
in the sacred oils

Laura Keener
Editor
The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption was filled to capacity, March 26,
for the annual celebration of the Chrism Mass. The Chrism Mass is the
great diocesan assembly par excellence. All priests and deacons of the dio-
cese gather as Bishop John Iffert blesses the holy oils and consecrates the
sacred Chrism.

Also in attendance are representatives from every parish, school and
Catholic organization ministering in the Diocese. These representatives
receive the three oils — Oil of the Sick, Oil of the Catechumens and the
Holy Chrism — taking them back to their parish, schools and organiza-
tions for use in the administration of the sacraments.

The Chrism Mass is a sign of unity — bishop, priests, religious and peo-
ple — and service. During the Mass, the priests renew their ordination
promises.

As Bishop Iffert began his homily, he drew a parallel between Jesus’ act
of returning to the temple of Nazareth, the place where he had grown up,
to announce his “divine mission for the world” to a meeting last Saturday;
where Cathedral parishioners gathered to hear the goals of the parish’s
pastoral plan.

“Something similar is happening today in the Gospel that we hear.
Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River and anointed by the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit then moved him out into the wilderness where he faced
temptation ... there he comes to the understanding that it is time for him
to inaugurate his ministry ... so he goes home ... He finds in the prophet
Isaiah, his mission, the way to describe himself, to reintroduce himself to
his family and to the world.”

Reading from the prophet Isaiah, Jesus proclaims, “the Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable
to the Lord ... Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

“We know,” said Bishop Iffert, “that the mission of Jesus is still alive
and well in the world, still alive and well in the Church, still alive and well
in each one of our vocational calls ... And we see it in these oils that will
be blessed and consecrated.”

These oils used in baptism, used in the pastoral care of the sick, used in
the sacraments of confirmation, frees us from sin, allows us to accept and
unite our sufferings to the cross of Jesus and by simple grace be trans-
formed, Bishop Iffert said.

“These mysteries we celebrate tonight, the vision of Jesus who comes
to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to the lowly, forgiveness to the poor
and the needy ... that grace is made available to us, to you and to me,
TODAY in the sacred mystery.”

Baker and Keener photos

(left) Deacon Barry
Henry carries the Oil
of the Sick to Bishop
Iffert.

(right) Banners from
parishes and from
across the diocese line
the pews at the Chrism
Mass, representing

the diocese’s people,
religious and
organizations.
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(above) Priests process to the altar through a filled Cathedral, March 26, for the celebration of the
Chrism Mass.

(above) A mom holds a sleeping child during the Chrism Mass.

(left) Bishop Iffert mixes balsam with olive oil to create the
sacred Chrism.

(left) Bishop Iffert raises the
Eucharist.

(below) All priests present
extend their hand during the
consecration of the Eucharist.

(above) Holding his hands over
the vessel, Bishop Iffert blesses
the Oil of Catechumens which

will be used at parishes across

the Diocese of Covington.

(right) The Squires, Dames
and Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

(below right) Priests stand for
the Renewal of Priestly
Promises, where they renew
their promises to God and the
Church.

(above right) Bishop John Iffert
preaches the homily at the
annual Chrism Mass, March 26.

(above) Bishop Iffert accepts the
Qil of Catechumens from Deacon
Richard Malsi.

(left) Seminarians Andrew Pugh
and Hank Bischoff carry candles
leading the procession.

(right) Eighth-graders from
St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood,
bring up the Eucharistic gifts.



PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Successful Ministry Expands Its
Efforts to Supply Safe Water in Africa
With Support From U.S. Catholics

Cross Catholic Outreach and its
supporters in the U.S. have become
a major force for good in Africa,
particularly through their efforts to
provide safe water in countries where
poor families have been relying on
insufficient or contaminated sources.
After major successes in Kenya, the
ministry is expanding its efforts in
Zambia and Malawi, where local
Catholic leaders will be implementing
water projects as the charity’s in-country
partners.

“Safe drinking water is so accessible
in the United States that we tend to think
everyone enjoys the same benefit — but
nothing could be further from the truth.
Water 1s scarce in many developing
countries, and even where it can be
found it’s often contaminated and is a
health risk for those using it,” explained
Michele Sagarino, president of Cross
Catholic Outreach. “Keep in mind, these
families can’t rely on the modern water
systems we have. They typically draw
their water from a murky pond, a stream
used by animals, or a shallow pit they’ve
dug by hand near an old riverbed. All of
those sources are teeming with bacteria,
animal waste and parasites, but they
have to use the water they collect there
because it’s essential to their survival.”

As with all of its humanitarian
efforts, Cross Catholic Outreach will
be implementing its water projcets
in Africa by working through local,
trusted Catholic leaders. In this case,
its in-country partners will be Malawi’s
Dioceses of Karonga and Mzuzu,
Zambia’s Diocese of Chipata, and the
Daughters of the Redeemer in Zambia’s
Diocese of Kabwe.

“Whenever possible we work through
Catholic ministries already in place
overseas because that’s the most

effective and efficient way to help the
poor,” Sagarino said. “It is also the
best use of our supporters’ donations.
Our donors want as much of their
contributions as possible to reach needy
families, and by working through the
Church and existing ministry staff, we
can achieve that goal. More of every
donated dollar we receive can directly
benelit the poor.”

The approach Cross Catholic Outreach
uses to solve water scarcity problems
in Africa is also suited to local needs.
Rather than install complicated and
difficult to maintain modern water
systems in poor communities, the
ministry relies on a tried-and-true
solution to securing safe water. It brings
in professionals to drill wells that will
include manual pumps.

“Drilling a well has proven to be the
best way to provide safe water in an
impoverished African village,” Sagarino
said. “In fact, in remote places with
little or no access to electricity, it’s
really the only way to provide families
with a reliable and abundant source of
safe water. In some cases, we include a
solar-powered pump to make drawing
water casier, but that can be done at
a reasonable cost too. Many of our
Catholic donors are eager to fund the
installation of a well when they learn just
how inexpensive it is and how much of
an impact it has on so many lives.”

While installing a clean-water well is
a less complicated process than building
a more sophisticated water system, there
are still very important steps involved.

The project typically begins with
commissioning a hydrogeological
survey to determine the best location
for the well. Once experts have chosen
a promising site, a special rig is brought
in to drill the well. Since the terrain

A completed well project becomes a source of great joy in the entire community. The
health of the people improves dramatically, and the abundant flow of clean water
hecomes a symbol of Christ — the living water — strengthening the people’s faith.

varies greatly from region to region,
determining the depth of the well
becomes a critical decision too.

“We’ve had to drill down 200 meters
in some cases to ensure we would
be able to reach a plentiful source of
water,” Sagarino explained.

After the well shaft is encased in a
special tubing to preserve its strength and
purity, pump tests are run to ensure that
there is cnough water for the community,
and water quality is checked to make sure
it 1s safe for people and animals.

“We have proven the success of
this approach in Kenya, where we’ve
been able to install 83 wells in recent
years — and now we’re excited to bring
that same blessed relief to children
and families in Zambia and Malaw1,”
Sagarino said. “Catholic leaders in the
Dioceses of Chipata, Kabwe, Karonga

and Mzuzu are ready to get underway.
All we need now is funding support
from Catholics in the U.S. To secure
that help, we’ve been reaching out

to individuals, parishes and Catholic
schools, and the response so far has
been encouraging. I'm confident we’ll
reach our goal because this is exactly the
kind of mission work Catholics love to
support.”

Readers interested in supporting
Cross Catholic Outreach’s work for
the poor can contribute through the
ministry brochure inserted in this issue
or send tax-deductible gifts to: Cross
Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC03032,
PO Box 97168, Washington, DC,
20090-7168. The ministry has a special
need for partners willing to make gifts
on a monthly basis. Use the inserted
brochure to become a Mission Partner.

Cross Catholic Outreach Introduces Catalog of Merciful Gifts
To Provide Families With Unique Lenten Almsgiving Options

The long-held tradition of almsgiving
during Lent has always been a blessing
to Catholic houscholds, but there have
been times when families longed for
ways to extend their compassion to
international communities where the
ravages of poverty are often more
extreme. We know those needs exist.
The challenge is in finding a way to
connect U.S. Catholics with families
and communities in dire need.

This year, the respected relief and
development ministry Cross Catholic
Outreach has offered a solution — its

Easter Catalog of international mercy
projects in need of funding. Through
the catalog, individuals, families and
parishes can build homes, provide
meals to combat malnutrition, sponsor
educational scholarships for poor
children, address urgent medical needs
and undertake many other acts of
compassion, all under the supervision
of respected Catholic leaders in the
countries being served.

The opportunities listed in the catalog
truly span the globe, including missions
of mercy in the Caribbean, Central and

South America, Africa, and beyond.

“And because the projects listed in
the catalog are very specific, those
who donate will know exactly how
their alms are being used,” explained
Michele Sagarino, president of Cross
Catholic Outreach. “That creates some
wonderful opportunities for parents
with young children being taught the
importance of almsgiving, Imagine the
excitement of your son or daughter
knowing their contribution at Lent
built a home for a struggling family
or ensured a child would finally be

able to attend school. These are not
just symbolic charitable efforts. The
projects being accomplished are life-
transforming.”

This unique Easter Catalog is easy
to access. Readers will find a link
for it at the ministry’s website
(CrossCatholic.org), or they can reach
it directly by entering the web address
CrossCatholic.org/Easter.

“Lenten almsgiving is always a
blessing, but its impact is even more
significant when it blesses those with
the greatest needs,” Sagarino said.



In Mirtam’s village in Zambia,
neighbors whisper about a recent lion
attack. Dangerous animals are one
rcason Miriam ncver stops to rest
during her hourlong chore to fetch
water. The other is because any delays
she experiences in completing her task
will make her late for school.

Sadly, the young teen has only made
it to second grade, and setbacks of that
kind are tragically common for the
girls in her village. While the chore of

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Church Leaders Working To Lift Enormous Burdens
Water Scarcity Puts on Women and Young Girls in Africa

According to Sagarino, Catholic
leaders in Zambia and Malaw1 are
working with Cross Catholic Outreach
to provide solutions. (Sce related story
on the opposite page.)

Father George Banda is one of those
eager to see the suffering end. He
serves distant and underserved villages
within Zambia’s Diocese of Chipata by
bringing the Eucharist to the sick and
elderly, mentoring Catholic families,
and sharing the Word of God. While

As Fr. George travels (o remole areas to share the love of God, he sees clear signs
of how water scarcity impacts families — particularly women and young giris.

collecting water from a distant source
is part of the reason, illnesses are
more often to blame. Miriam’s murky
water comes from a hand-dug pit
contaminated with bacteria.

“When we are sick from the water,
we miss school. So it makes it hard
for us to achicve our drecams,” Miriam
explained. “It gives us little time to do
our homework or study. I pray for a
good life free from illness.”

When it comes to Africa’s issues
with water scarcity, women and girls
arc among the hardest hit.

“Women and young girls arc
typically responsible for the time-
consuming task of water collection,
and they face risks of injury and illness
on a daily basis,” confirmed Michele
Sagarino, president of Cross Catholic
QOutreach, a respected Catholic relief
and development ministry working to
provide solutions to this water crisis.
“As a mother of two, it pains me to
think these girls are being plagued by
illnesses from drinking contaminated
water and are missing out on the
important benefits of an education — a
blessing my own children enjoyed.”

he is encouraged by the strong faith of
those families, he has been troubled by
the hardships they must endure.

“It’s a sad situation. There are a lot
of people who are sharing water with
animals. And some of the water that
people are drinking is contaminated,”
Fr. George said. “Thesc people are
struggling.”

Also partnering with Cross Catholic
QOutreach to end the suffering in Zambia
are Bishop George Cosmas Zumaire
Lungu of the Diocese of Chipata and
Sister Prisca Malenga of the Daughters
of the Redeemer. In Malawi, Cross
Catholic Outreach will be working with
Bishop Martin Anwel Mtumbuka from
the Diocese of Karonga and Bishop
John Alphonsus Ryan of the Diocese
of Mzuzu.

“With their support, our plan is to
bless 49,000 people with a lifetime
of clean water and other targeted
interventions to serve the poor and
strengthen their faith,” Sagarino said.
“We call the project Wells of Salvation
because its primary objective is to build
or repair more than 100 wells to supply
safe, clean water.”
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U.S. Catholics can help end the water crisis faced by Miriam and her community.

For girls like Miriam, this effort
will be a literal answer to prayer. It
will remove the heavy burden of water
collection from her shoulders and
ensure her health is no longer at risk.
“QOur hope is that U.S. Catholics
will want to support this effort with

their prayers and financial support,”
Sagarino said. “I know if my own child
or grandchild was facing the challenges
Miriam endures, I wouldn’t hesitate

to relieve her suffering. In this case,
we can actually transform the lives of
Miriam and thousands like her!”

How to Help

monthly donation to this cause.

If you identify an aid project, 100% of the donation will

redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.

To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help
the poor worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure
inserted in this newspaper, scan the QR code, or
mail your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach, Dept.
AC03032, PO Box 97168, Washington, DC, 20090-
7168. The brochure also includes instructions on
becoming a Mission Partner and making a regular

be restricted to be used for that specific project. However,
if more 15 rased for the project than needed. funds will be

Cross Catholic |
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Lamb of God points directly toJesus Christ present at the altar

Father Luke Spannagel
USCCB

As The General Instruction of the Roman Missal
explains, “The gesture of breaking bread done by Christ at
the Last Supper, which in apostolic times gave the entire
Eucharistic Action its name [Breaking of the Bread was a
common name for Mass in the early Church], signifies that
the many faithful are made one body (1 Cor 10:17) by receiv-
ing Communion from the one Bread of Life, which is
Christ, who for the salvation of the world died and rose

CASA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

The Next Training Class begins in May

again.
The fraction or breaking of bread is begun after the
sign of peace and is carried out with proper reverence, and
should not be unnecessarily prolonged or accorded exag-
gerated importance ... The priest breaks the Bread and
puts a piece of the host into the chalice to signify the unity
of the Body and Blood of the Lord in the work of salvation,
namely, of the Body of Jesus Christ, living and glorious”
(GIRM, 83).
You may be

'S

thinking, Hold on, Father! What about the

Lom S il s Ao VRN SRR - - as

Lamb of God? Well, as we
will see, at this moment of
the Mass a couple of
actions will be overlap-
ping.

At this point in the
Mass, we either sing or say
the Agnus Dei: “Lamb of
God, you take away the
sins of the world, have
mercy on us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take
away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.” The
Roman Missal instructs
that the first phrases may
be repeated if needed, but
the final time always ends
with “grant us peace.”

As John the Baptist
heralded, Jesus is the
Lamb of God — the one
true sacrifice offered out of

CASA of the Northern Bluegrass Region is
looking for dedicated individuals to join us in
our mission to advocate for children in the
family court system that have experienced

abuse or neglect.

If you have a passion for children and want
to make a meaningful difference in your
community, we want to hear from you!

Contact us today to learn more about
this rewarding volunteer opportunity.

859-426-2030

info@casanorthernbluegrass.org

. o KX 'Vﬂ'?’ Jesus is the Lamb of the new

love for us for the forgiveness of sins. As the Diocese of
Peoria teaches, “The slaughtered lamb is of extreme
importance throughout Sacred Scripture. The prophecy of
Jeremiah is that the suffering Servant of the Lord would
be like a ‘lamb led to the slaughter.’ The Book of Revelation
states that enthroned on the Heavenly Altar is the Lamb of
God showing the marks of being slain for our offenses. For
the Jewish Passover, the lamb was the pre-

\,\ A R / scribed animal of sacrifice. The sacri-
(/ & \S\ ) fice of Jesus is the new Passover. In
fact, as the Gospel of John details,

Passover” (A Study of the Mass, p.

vy s
‘.'e In greater depth, Charles
‘ Belmonte states, “The figure of the

g V l\J P:v ‘Lamb of God’ is full of meaning and is

helpful to enkindle our devotion before
Communion. The Lamb foretold by Isaiah and
announced by St. John the Baptist should wipe
out our sins through his obedience to God’s
will: ‘Innocent, he never opened his mouth, like
a lamb that is led to the slaughterhouse, like a
sheep that is dumb before its shearers’ (Isa
53:7)... [T]his lamb was also foreshadowed by
the paschal lamb the Jews sacrificed on the eve
of their departure from their slavery in Egypt.

The expression of John the Baptist reminds
us of the lamb of which the Jews celebrated the
Passover every year, the pledge of the reconcil-
iation of man with God. St. John the
Evangelist, who was at the foot of the cross,
observed that Jesus’ legs were not broken as in
the case of the two thieves. We find in this detail
some similarity with the prescription of God
for the Paschal lamb: ‘You must not break any
bone of it’ (Ex 12:46)

Finally, the Agnus Dei [Lamb of God] is also
a nuptial hymn to celebrate the wedding of the Lamb with
his bride, the Church, in peace and unity, as is described in
the Book of Revelation. There, on the altar, the Lamb lies
alive, but as if slain. Twenty-four elders are around the
Lamb. They are clothed in white robes and crowned with
gold. Thousands of angels hymn the sacrifice and triumph
of the Lamb. Certainly, each Mass is only a prelude and a
token of the future adoration of the Lamb in eternity”
(Understanding the Mass, p. 180-81).

So, just like so many of the other Mass parts we have
reviewed, the Lamb of God is filled with meaning and sym-
bolism, all of which are pointing directly to Jesus Christ,
truly present on the altar: his Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity.

Just before we are ready for Holy Communion, these
words remind us of Who is present on the altar and that,
in his great love, he offered himself in sacrifice to save us
from our sins. Here is the One who fulfills the prophecies
of old. Here is the One for whom hearts have been longing.
Here is the One whose perfect sacrifice draws us together
in love and opens a sharing in the beauty and perfection of
heaven.

What a great Savior! How blessed are we that he is truly
present in our midst.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY MONUMENT

Guaranteed Lowest Prices with written estimate

3701 Winston Avenue ¢ Covington, KY
(Ritte’s Corner in Latonia)
Customized/Personalized Service

+ Cemetery Lettering, Vases
*Bronze and Granite Markers

" (859) 06657 "

Evening Appointments Available
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For all employees and
volunteers of the Diocese of
Covington who in any way
provide a safe environment
for children.

Step 1: Contact
parish/school institution
leader to review the Policies
and Procedures and fill out the
Application and Acceptance
Forms.

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org
and click on Registration.
Follow the prompts to create

Protecting God's Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

Step 3: Your account
becomes active when your
background check, VIRTUS
session and Acceptance Form
are posted on your account.
You will receive 12

bulletins per year. You will
receive e-mail notices at
system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks
them.

VIRTUS Training:

B \Wednesday, April 17,
1:30-4 p.m., Catholic
Charities, Training Room,
Covington

H\Wednesday, May 15,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

Bulletins:
B March bulletin: posted
Sunday, March 3; due

B \Wednesday, May 15,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,

EThursday, July 18,

9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,

Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Thursday, July 18,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

H Tuesday, July 30,

9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,

Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

March 29, 2024 15

B \Wednesday, Aug. 7,
6-8 :30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access
your account, contact your
parish, school or institution.

For other difficulties, contact
Marylu Steffen at (859) 392-
1500

or msteffen@covdio.org

Bishop Howard Memorial

Tuesday, April 2. Auditorium, Covington

an account and to request a
background check.
Selection.com is a secure site;
the background check is post-
ed on your account and you
receive a copy if you request it
during the registration process.
You will sign up for a VIRTUS
training class during theregis-
tration.

H Tuesday, July 30,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

www.virtusonline.org,
enter you user id and
password. If your account is
suspended contact your pri-
mary location where you vol-
unteer or are employed.

Your primary location contact
information is found under
your Contact Tab.

ETuesday, June 18,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial

Auditorium, Covington
B \Wednesday, Aug. 7,

9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

H Tuesday, June 18,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Hancock Drain Service Inc.

Austin Kunz Construction

#1 in the #2 Business DRAINAGE SYSTEMS CONCRETE WORK
Residential and Commercial #+French Drains ¢Swales +Driveways
« All Types of Drains +Culverts +Catch Basins | ¢ Patios
+ Problem Lines +Downspout  ¢Channel +Stamped
- Preventive Maintenance Extensions Drains +Cleaning & Sealing
+ Sump Pump Lines EXCAVATING - GRADING - TRENCHING

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #MO04784

RETAINING WALLS - BOBCAT WORK - GRAVEL DRIVES
STUMP GRINDING - WATER LINE REPLACMENT

Residential (859) 815-0779

5t. Barbara Parishioner

» Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Free Estimates

Commercial Fully Insured

PLUMBING - HEATING- AIR CONDITIONING - INDOOR AIR QUALITY America’s Choice in Homecare.

VMLW%An els!

LIVING J\SSIST& NCE SERVICES

WARC ELE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS © HEATING SYSTEMS « AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
* New installations * Repair all makes and models
¢ Clean & Service * Humidifiers

¢ Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 = — = ﬂYORK

INSTALL CONFIDENCE
www.arcelechvac.com

Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

/sfnnrellar

ochelmann

Plumbing - Heating - Rir

The Family Owned Company

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

\
\ Owners
Lisa & Kris

! Knochelmann

sed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

BLAU

MECHANICAL, INC.
Heating & Piping
Hot Water Steam Vapor
1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159

Call Chuck
at the Messenger to place your ad
in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1572

Missed an edition
of the Messenger?
Current and back issues of
the Messenger
are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

TREE SPECIALIST
Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

Call or Text (859) 308-9843
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ASSEMBLER

A company in Florence, KY with more than 30 Years of
experience producing medical products for veterinarians is
seeking workers for permanent full and part-time positions.
This production position involves the assembly and packaging
of lightweight items in a clean room environment. Candidate
must be detail oriented, able to handle small parts, and
dependable.

Please email resume or work history to Tammy Gillespie at
tgillespie@milaint.com

PRINCIPAL

Notre Dame Academy (NDA) in Park Hills, Kentucky seeks a
mission-driven, qualified professional to serve as the Principal directly
reporting to the President of NDA to assume duties in July 2024,

The Principal is a full-time position responsible for providing visionary
leadership, fostering a culture of academic excellence and ensuring
the holistic development of students in alignment with the school's
mission and values.

Notre Dame Academy is a Catholic all-girls high school sponsored
by the Sisters of Notre Dame. NDA has a rich tradition of success
and excellence. Interested candidates should submit a cover letter
and resume to Mrs. Trish Miller at ndahr@ndapandas.org.

Upon submission, candidates will receive a search prospectus
outlining further details about the position and the application
process. This position will be posted until filled.

PART TIME FUNERAL ASSISTANT
Middendorf Funeral Home in Ft. Wright
is looking for part time Funeral Assistant.

Please call Dave Middendorf or Noah Middendorf
at (859)-341-7800.

ADVERTISING SALES

Due to an upcoming retirement, the Diocese of
Covington is seeking a full-time ad salesperson for
its official newspaper, the Messenger, beginning in
May. The successful candidate will be a practicing,
knowledgeable Roman Catholic who will be an
excellent representative of the newspaper and the
diocese. The successful candidate will be ready to
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, has
some previous sales experience, works well as a
team member, is attentive to detail, and will be
energetic in serving existing customers as well as
expanding sales to new customers. Interested
candidates are asked to e-mail a letter of interest
and a résumé outlining sales experience and other
qualifications to

Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

HOUSE CLEANING

lsn't it time you come clean? We don't cut
corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.

Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.

Call (859) 760-6408.

CAFETERIA MANAGER —
DIOCESE OF COVINGTON SCHOOL
LUNCH PROGRAM

The Diocese of Covington School Lunch Program is
currently seeking a dedicated Cafeteria Manager to join
our team at St. Joeseph, Crescent Springs. The important
role of Cafeteria Manager contributes to the successful
operation of our school lunch program, ensuring the
provision of nutritious meals to our students.

We offer competitive compensation and benefits packages
for eligible employees. Exact details will be discussed during
the interview process.

To apply please go to www.covdio.org/employment, School
Related Openings, Employment Application Non-Teacher,
send completed application to: Diocese of Covington Attn:
Laura Hatfield SLP Director, 1125 Madison Ave. Covington
Ky. 41011,

Good Job Remodeling LLC
and Ha n

Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING

New installations, maintenance and tree
removal. Find us at GoesslingLandscaping.com

Call Norb at (859) 912-0340

Pregnancy Services of Northern Kentucky

Part-Time Center Assistant
Assist center director in daily operations, meet
with clients and help ensure quality of services.
Cold Spring, 30 hrs/wk, Mon-Thurs

Scan code or send resume to
info@carenetnky.org.

BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY
FOREMAN

St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption Parish and
the Diocese of Covington invite qualified individuals to apply for
the full-time position of Buildings and Property Foreman. We
require a motivated, personable self-starter with the ability to direct
others, who possesses practical maintenance and mechanical skills
and abilities. Knowledge and/or experience with plumbing,
electrical, carpentry, mechanical maintenance, painting, and general
safety procedures are essential elements of the job. This position
will have the maintenance and upkeep responsibility for the
majority of the Cathedral Square properties, including the
Cathedral Basilica and its grounds, the Cathedral Rectory, the
Cathedral Parish offices, the Diocesan Curia offices, and St. Mary's
Park. The Foreman will lead, direct, and supervise other
maintenance and custodial staff in scheduled and unscheduled
activities related to the ongoing functioning and usage of the
properties. The workweek will ordinarily be Monday through
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. However, the nature of the position
may require the Foreman to occasionally work outside of that
schedule, in order to repair, or to arrange repair for, something that
breaks or malfunctions and needs immediate attention. Interested
candidates may contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR by email at
skoplyay@covdio.org to apply.

SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT

In Lakeside Park. It has 2 Bedrooms, Garage, and
Equipped Kitchen. $1200 per month. Excellent condition

Call Tom @ 859-380-7738

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

Ft. Mitchell. 2 bedroom townhouse. Newly decorated,
new appliances, private basement and garage.

Washer, dryer hook-ups. $1295

859-750-1391

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs, MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

PART-TIME DRIVERS

Morning and/or afternoon hours available,
Northern KY routes. Transport passengers
to/from Day Activity Programs. CDL not
required. Apply in person or mail resume to
BAWAC, Inc., Attn: Transportation Mgr.,
7970 Kentucky Dr., Florence, KY 41042
Fax: 859.371.1726, Phone: 859.371.4410
Email: hr@bawac.org E.O.E

Call Chuck at the Messenger for information on placing your ad in the Classified Advertisements.
(859) 392-1572

FOR RENT IN EDGEWOOD

Deluxe Duplex Apartment for Rent in Edgewood.

Spacious 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, equipped kitchen,
garage. No pets $1095/ month rent

Call 859-866-1691
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Discernmentis essential to discipleship, papal preacher says

Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Holy Spirit is
like a line prompter at a theater, behind
the scenes and constantly whispering to
Christians the words of Jesus, said the
preacher of the papal household.

“However, he does not mechanically
suggest the words of the Gospel, like from
a script, but explains them, adapts them
and applies them to specific situations,”
Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa told
Pope Francis, cardinals and members of
the Roman Curia.

Concluding his series of Friday
Lenten meditations March 22, Cardinal
Cantalamessa insisted that listening to
the Holy Spirit and discerning what the
Spirit is saying to individuals and to the
church at large is an exercise essential to
following Jesus.

“We don’t start out knowing the con-
crete path of holiness God wants for each
of us,” he said. “God reveals it step by
step, so it is not enough to have a well-
crafted plan and then follow it. There is
no model of perfection that is identical
for everyone.”

God does not produce saints with a
cookie cutter — “God does not like
cloning,” he said. “Every saint is an orig-
inal invention of the Spirit.”

Faith, for a Christian, is not just a
belief or even a feeling of love for the
Lord, the cardinal said, it is a call to fol-
low Jesus concretely in the way one lives
and shares in the mission of the church.

And that, too, is different for each per-
son, he said.

A person comes to understand their unique call
through prayer, meditating on Scripture, speaking with a
spiritual guide and following the teaching of the church,
he said. But especially important are the promptings and
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, which also give the person
“the necessary strength and often the joy to accomplish it
if the person consents.”

Of course, Cardinal Cantalamessa said, understanding
that call requires discernment, which is not as easy as
judging something as good or bad.

“The most delicate problem about inspirations has
always been to discern those that come from the Spirit of
God from those that come from the spirit of the world or
from your own passions or from the evil spirit,” he said.

Jesus told his disciples that a true or false prophecy can
be judged by the fruit it produces, the cardinal said, which
is a helpful thing to keep in mind as the universal church
continues to grow in the process of synodality and its
encouragement to listen and pray together to discover the
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EVENTS AND CATERING

every detatl, every event, every timee

859.442.7776 www.mchalescatering.com

We offer many unique Wedding Venues in NKY
and downtown Cincinnati

The Grand and Pinnacle ballrooms Covington
The Gardens of Park Hills
Preferred Caterer at The Drees Pavilion and Devou Clubhouse
The Cincinnati Club Downtown Cincinnati
The Center Ballroom at Fountain Square
Partner Venues

Cincinnati Music Hall, Rhinegeist Brewery,
The Prickel Barn Verona Ky.

promptings of the Holy Spirit for sharing the Gospel today.

“In the moral field,” Cardinal Cantalamessa said, “a
fundamental criterion is the Spirit’s coherence with itself.
One cannot ask for something that is contrary to divine
will as expressed in the Scriptures, in the teaching of the
church and in the obligations of one’s own state in life. A
divine inspiration will never ask one to do something the
church considers immoral.”

“The flesh,” he said, tries to make its own arguments
and sometimes they sound good, “for example, that God is
love and everything that is done for love is from God.”

St. Ignatius of Loyola taught that “what comes from the
Spirit of God brings with it joy, peace, tranquility, sweet-
ness, simplicity, light. What comes from the spirit of evil,

CDI Electric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

319 FAIRFIELD AVE.
BELLEVUE, KY 41073
§59-261-3636
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J] EWETLETRS

CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932
SPECIALIZING IN REFURBISHED HIGH END WATCHES, NEW AND ESTATE
JEWELRY, AND A LARGE SELECTION OF GIA CERTIFIED DIAMONDS.
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CNS photo/Vatican Media

Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher of the papal household, gives a Lenten meditation to Pope Francis, cardinals, members of the
Roman Curia and Vatican employees in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican March 22, 2024.

instead, brings with it disturbance, agitation, anxiety, con-
fusion, darkness,” he said.

“But it is true that in practice things are more com-
plex,” he said. “Inspiration can come from God, and
despite that, cause great disturbance. But this is not due to
the inspiration, which is sweet and peaceful like every-
thing that comes from God. Rather it is born from resist-
ance to the inspiration or from the fact that we are not
ready to do what we are asked to do.”

However, he said, “if inspiration is accepted, the heart
will soon find itself in a deep peace. God rewards every lit-
tle victory in this area by making the soul feel its approval,
which is the most beautiful thing, the purest joy that exists
in this world.”

CHEF BARONE'’S
CATERING

*Parties *Weddings
*Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
*25 To 1000 People

“Our Foods Taste Good”
Serving Greater Cincinnati
Call Jill
491-6391

1640 Dixie Highway Park Hills, Ky.

] SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
- & TIRE ROTATION

L. $809 95

We SERVICE all Makes and All Models!

UV INFINITL

INFINITI ©F NGRTHERN KENTUCKY

1945 Dixie Hwy Fort Wright KY 41011
Call us at 888-902-4731
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10 —
11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.

Bishop Iffert and the priests of the Diocese of
Covington will pray a Holy Hour for survivors of sexual
violence and for the sanctification of priests, 3 p.m., every
third Thursday monthly, at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington. All are welcome.

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, offers Veneration of a relic of the True Cross,
on the first Friday of every month, from noon-1 p.m.
Confessions are offered concurrently. The monthly venera-
tion is held in silence and concludes with a blessing and the
opportunity for the faithful to come forward to personally
venerate the True Cross relic. The monthly veneration is
sponsored by the Knights and Dames of the Covington-
Lexington section of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Holy Cross District High School, Covington, 26th annual
mulch sale. Students will deliver mulch to your home, busi-
ness or rental property anywhere in Kenton, Boone and
Campbell Counties and will put it anywhere on your proper-
ty, starting March 30 and continuing for at least four weeks.
Call (859) 392-8999 for information.

St. Augustine Parish, Covington, will celebrate Tenebrae,
Spy Wednesday, March 27, 6 p.m. All are welcome.

New Beginnings is an 8-week program for separated or
divorced individuals, which provides an opportunity to heal
and move forward despite a complicated situation. Led by
facilitators who have been through their own personal loss-
es, this program invites participants to move toward their
own new beginning. The next session will be held on consec-
utive Tuesdays — March 19, March 26, April 2, April 9, April
16, April 23, April 30, and May 7, 2024, Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
Catholic Charities - Diocese of Covington, 3629 Church St.,
Covington. Register at covdio.org/new-beginnings.

DCCH Children’s Home Flea Market, Ft. Mitchell, year-
round, 8:30 a.m.— noon, Monday, Thursday, and Saturday;
(Dec.— April, Monday, Thursday and every 3rd Saturday).
Donation drop-off during Flea Market hours or at drop-off
box anytime.

Sisters of Notre Dame, Park Hills, Women'’s Retreat
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Science fair winners
Twelve St. Pius X, Edgewood, 7th graders attended the regional science fair in Louisville. As a group, they won third place
in the middle school division. Individually, five students placed within their divisions.

mail.com or (859) 750-5085.

The Newport Central Catholic Drama Club will present
The SpongeBob Musical, April 19-21 and April 26 and 27.
The Gala Performance will be Friday, April 19. For more
details visit: NCCGala24.givesmart.com. Additional perform-
ances: April 20, 7 p.m., April 21, 2 p.m., April 26, 7 p.m. and
April 27, 7 p.m. To purchase tickets, visit: https://link.edgepi-
lot.com/s/3d801c0f/rc39T-HK
0CC8M99ImINJmA?u=https://gofan.co/app/school/KY6479
Tickets may also be purchased at the door by credit card.

Covington Latin School will host a College and Career
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Fair for all Diocese of Covington high school students, April
23, 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the school courtyard and cafeteria. Come
learn about careers, programs and scholarships from popu-
lar colleges and local businesses.

It is time for Spring cleaning! The Sisters of Notre Dame
are in need of items for their 102nd annual 4th of July
festival. We are looking for services, sports items, jewelry,
gift certificates, antiques, anything you can think of. Re-gift
to the sisters. If you have items to donate call Margie at (859)
392-8229 or e-mail mschnelle@sndusa.org. Item drop offs dur-
ing the day at 1601 Dixie Hwy, Park Hills or arrange a pick-
up.
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Tournament B
Champion
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Weekend, April 6-April 7, the theme is “Forgiveness.” Cost - T =

is $50 for materials and meals. Commute only, no overnight ) ) St. Mary robotic teams take Stat? o
stays left. For information call Margie Schnelle at (859) 392- The St. Mary School, Alexandria, VEX Robotics teams had a stellar day at the KY State Middle School Championship, March 2. The 8th

8299 grade team, “Steel Saints,” earned the No. 1 overall seed in qualifying, putting them in position to pick an alliance partner, where they
chose the St. Mary School 7th grade team. Together the St. Mary teams won the first two matches in a best of three Finals achieving the
title Vex Ky. State Champs. The 7th graders also brought home the Excellence Award — presented to a school that exemplifies overall excel-
lence in creating a high quality VEX robotics program — the highest award given to a team in the tournament. This is the first time two St.
Mary teams joined ranks to win State Championships together. Both are qualified for the World Tournament in Dallas, Texas in April. The

Euchre Tournament April 12, doors open 6 p.m.; play begins
7:30 p.m., St. Paul Parish Carline Center, Florence. Cost $30 to

play; $15 to observe. Proceeds benefit the St. Paul School 8th
grade class trip to Washington D.C. Contact casdoering@hot-

il

8th graders are also the 1st St. Mary team to win back-to-back State Championships.

Seek retreat
Eight grade students
at St. Agnes School,
For Wright,
participated in a
Seek Retreat con-
ducted by Sister
Cathy Bauer, OSB,
on March 19-20.
The retreat focused
on Catholic social
justice in our
community where
students walked in
Covington to visit
and learn first hand
from the volunteers
and clients at the
Emergency Drop In
Shelter, the Parish
= Kitchen and the
BeCon ministries.
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Baltimore Archdiocese ministers to
crew aboard ship involved in bridge

collapse

BALTIMORE — The Archdiocese of Baltimore’s Apostleship
of the Sea is normally a “friendly face” for international sea-
farers visiting the port. That role is about to expand, according
to its director, Andy Middleton, after a containership was
involved in the catastrophic collapse of one of Baltimore’s
major thoroughfares. The Francis Scott Key Bridge collapsed
about 1:30 a.m. March 26 after a 900-foot container ship collided
with one of its major support pilings. According to state and
U.S. Coast Guard officials, a search-and-rescue mission was
underway for an unknown number of survivors. Middleton
said the Apostleship of the Sea, based at St. Rita Parish in
Dundalk, had ministered to members of the crew on March 24
and 25, delivering Easter boxes to the group aboard Dali, which
was berthed at Seagirt Marine terminal. Middleton said he had
been in touch with a member of the crew just hours after the
collision and all were safe and uninjured. The organization,
begun by the archdiocese in 2003 to serve visiting crews, plans
to assist the sailors once bridge debris is removed from the
ship and it settles in a berth. “Let us join in prayer asking the
Lord to grant consolation and strength as we cope with this ter-
rible tragedy,” said Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, who
will celebrate a 5:30 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Mary Our
Queen to pray for all those impacted by the bridge’s collapse.

Supreme Court justices express
skepticism over standing amid

abortion pill arguments

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court heard oral argument
March 26 in a case concerning mifepristone, a pill commonly
used for abortion but more recently has been used for early
miscarriage care. This is the first major case involving abor-
tion on its docket since the high court overturned its previous
abortion precedent in 2022. A coalition of pro-life opponents of
mifepristone, which is the first of two drugs used in a medica-
tion or chemical abortion, filed suit over loosened restrictions
by the Food and Drug Administration on the drug, which
included making it available by mail, arguing the government
violated its own safety standards in doing so. The FDA has
argued the drug poses little risk to the mother in the early
weeks of pregnancy. Data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention shows that more than half of the abortions
performed in the U.S. are chemical or medical, rather than sur-
gical. During oral argument, justices from across the court’s
ideological spectrum appeared skeptical that the pro-life doc-
tors challenging the reduced regulations had legal standing to
bring the lawsuit, with the question of standing becoming
more of a focus than whether the FDA acted lawfully. The tim-
ing of the mifepristone case could result in the court issuing
its decision amid the 2024 presidential campaign.

Abortions soar to highest number in
over a decade post Dobbs, study finds

WASHINGTON — A recent study from the Guttmacher
Institute, an organization that supports abortion access, found
that the number of abortions in 2023 increased to the highest
number and rate in the United States in over a decade. That
was the first full calendar year since the US Supreme Court’s
decision that overturned Roe v. Wade. In response to this study,
Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia, pro-life
chair of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, told OSV
News that pro-lifers need to be “proactive” and “visible” to
women seeking abortion and “show our radical solidarity so
that we also transform hearts.” Guttmacher also highlighted a
large increase in medication abortions overall, now accounting
for 63 percent of all abortions in the formal health care system.
Tessa Longbons Cox, senior research associate at Charlotte
Lozier Institute, the research arm of SBA Pro-life America,
called this increase in medication abortions ‘“nothing short of
a tragedy.” Bishop Burbidge called prayer in this matter “criti-
cally important,” saying the abortion pill not only Kills a child
in the womb, but that “we’ve heard from women how extreme-

Missed an edition? Current and back issues
of the Messenger are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

ly upsetting and violent and painful” the experience is.

England’s halt of routine puberty
blockers ‘important news,’ say two
U.S. experts

WASHINGTON — England’s decision to halt routine pre-
scriptions of puberty blockers following a review is “absolute-
ly very important news” and shows that research is a “game-
changer” in the debate over gender transitioning for children,
two U.S.-based experts told OSV News. NHS (National Health
Service) England announced March 12 it would no longer auto-
matically prescribe puberty suppressing hormones to child
patients at its gender identity clinics, citing “gaps in the evi-
dence” and joining a growing list of European countries to
limit such usage. The “emergence of research, particularly
substantive evidence reviews, assessing the risks and benefits
of treatments for ‘gender confusion’ ... has been a game-chang-
er not only in health care settings but also for the cultural con-
versation,” said Mary Rice Hasson, co-founder and director of
the Person and Identity Project at the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington. “The decision by the National Health
Service in England is a very welcome sign,” said Dr. Patrick
Lappert, a retired board-certified plastic surgeon and deacon at
Annunciation of the Lord Parish in Decatur, Alabama. Deacon
Lappert, who has spoken nationally about the risks of puberty
blockers, said the sex hormones acted on by the drugs are
responsible for regulating the developing child’s skeletal
growth, the development of muscle mass, the development of
coordination, coordinated movement, as well as the develop-
ment of higher executive functioning of the brain.

Hong Kong fast-tracked security law
criticized by leaders, including
Catholics

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s legislature has fast-tracked a
controversial new law which some observers claim could see
priests imprisoned if they do not reveal to the authorities cer-
tain crimes confessed during the sacrament of penance. So-
called “Article 23” was unanimously passed by the region’s pro-
Beijing parliament, targeting a range of offenses deemed to be
treasonous. Church leaders said the new law will not affect the

“seal of confession” — the obligation on a priest to preserve
inviolably the secrecy of anything discussed in the context of
the sacrament. In a brief statement, the Hong Kong Diocese
said it recognizes that as a citizen, it has an obligation to
ensure national security under Article 23 and that the legisla-
tion “will not alter” the nature of the sacrament of penance.
Meanwhile, a group of 83 lawmakers and public figures from
across the world, including the U.S., Canada and South Korea,
issued a joint statement March 19 expressing “grave concerns”
over the legislation, which expands on the National Security
Law imposed by Beijing in 2020 and criminalizes secession,
subversion, terrorism and collusion with foreign forces. Chris
Patten, a Catholic member of the UK. legislature and the last
governor of Hong Kong under British rule, labeled the new law
“another large nail in the coffin of human rights and the rule
of law in Hong Kong.”

Polish state agency raids three
houses run by religious

congregation, arrests priest

WARSAW, Poland — The Polish state Internal Security
Agency March 26 raided three houses run by the the Priests of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus as part of an ongoing investigation
by Poland’s new government into funding the congregation
received from the previous government’s Justice Fund for its
ministry for victims of abuse. Sacred Heart Father Michal
Olszewski, who leads the ministry, was arrested March 26,
along with three former employees of the Ministry of Justice
who were connected to the Justice Fund. Accused of having
“no experience” in the field, the congregation’s foundation did-
n’t receive the last batch of the funding — $7.5 million.
Creators of the ministry said the funding is “indispensable to
finish construction and start helping those abused both in soci-
ety and in the Church.” The Archipelago — Islands Free from
Violence project, as the ministry is called, is meant to be a safe
haven and shelter for victims of abuse in families, institutions
and in the Church. Father Olszewski and his congregation’s
foundation, Profeto, won the bid in the state-run Justice Fund
for $10 million in the spring of 2020. The audit commissioned
by the government did not disclose irregularities in running
the Archipelago project. No information was available on why
the priest was arrested and there are no charges publicly dis-
closed.
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Senior Resowrce Cerder

Established by the St. Charles Community

A little help can make
a big difference.

3703 Winston Ave, Latonia KY
(859) 261-0746
seniorresource@stchariescommunity.org

Listening.
Caring.
Helping.
Providing the
tools for seniors
and families to
navigate aging
services.




“Is it possible to test
for cancer ... sooner?’

- Amy, Ft. Thomas, KY

‘ * Absolutely, our
goal is to identify

‘ those at risk for
cancer and make a
personalized plan
to help prevent it."

Jody Wallace, MBA, MS, CGC
Precision Medicine & Genomic Health

At the St. Elizabeth Cancer Center, we tailor screening to your genetic profile - to diagnose
cancer at its earliest, most treatable stage. We make sure all your needs are met, with a whole
team that puts YOU first. We understand you have questions, and at St. Elizabeth we
personalize care with answers you need.
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