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(above) The newly ordained
Deacon Heskamp, along
with Bishop Iffert, hold up
the consecrated Body and
Blood.

(right) The Heskamp
family watches the
ordination from the
front pew.

(far right) During the
Calling of the Candidate,
Joshua Heskamp rises to
affirm his presence,
willingness and readiness
to be ordained.

Pl

Bishop Iffert calls newly ordaine

Serving the Diocese of Covington, Kentucky since 1926

e

to live God’s ‘vocation of love’

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

A sunny Saturday morning, May 18, met with a full congrega-
tion in the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, to cel-
ebrate the ordination to the transitional diaconate of seminarian
Joshua Heskamp — a student at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe,
Penn.

The ordination Mass was celebrated by Bishop John Iffert,
Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys in choro and concelebrated by many
of the diocese’s priests. The vesting minister, who dressed the
newly ordained Deacon Heskamp in his stole and dalmatic, was
Father Jeffrey Von Lehmen, pastor, St. Patrick Shrine, Taylor Mill
— and Deacon Heskamp’s uncle.

“Two Christmases ago,” Bishop Iffert began his homily, “Josh
Heskamp spent his break from school writing a book that he titled
‘Being and Love: An Ontological Investigation into Human
Existence.” A little light work for the holiday,” Bishop Iffert joked.
“The work ultimately asked the question ‘is life worth living?’”

Bishop Iffert addressed the soon to be ordained Deacon
Heskamp, saying, “I'm very grateful, Josh, that you found a way to
answer that question in the affirmative. I love that you exist and
that you are here with us today.”

Bishop Iffert commented on how, while reading Deacon
Heskamp’s book, he “couldn’t help but think” in addition to answer-
ing fundamental questions and love and life, how Deacon Heskamp
was “also providing structure for the late stages of [his] vocational
discernment.”

“Here’s how our candidate for Holy Orders answers the question
‘What is love?”” he said, “We must answer that love is our fulfill-
ment of being with others in a subject-subject relationship, where-
by the subject being of the other is affirmed in my subject’s being
and vice-versa.”

Bishop Iffert continued, saying, “Love recognizes that existence
is not a special privilege that must be learned. Rather, love
embraces all life. No matter the circumstances, as a gift received,
not as a right to be obtained.”

During his homily, Bishop Iffert recalled a recent trip he took to
Jamaica to visit the Mustard Seed Community, there. He said, “I
wanted to see why and how so many people from our diocese are
drawn to that holy mission of caring for people with disabilities in
Jamaica.” He commented on how, written prominently on many
walls and above the chapel were the words “Jesus is here.”

“I’'ve been reflecting on that simple statement and I've come to
think of it as a distillation of the mission of the Church,” said
Bishop Iffert.

Bishop Iffert then affirmed the commitment Deacon Heskamp
was making at his ordination, “The mission you pledge yourself to
participate in, not only today, but for the rest of your life. To live
your life assisting in the prayer and worship of the Church. Even
around the altar, so that we who are in desperate need of being
grounded and healed and the one who is love may know that he is
with us and for us. To teach God’s word of never-ending love and
self-emptying to all who have ears to hear.”

As Deacon Heskamp continues his journey to priestly ordina-
tion, Bishop Iffert said that he will “not surrender being a deacon.”

“Rather;” he said, “your ministry will always be founded like
Christ’s own. On compassion for those who are overlooked.”

As he concluded his homily, Bishop Iffert addressed Deacon
Heskamp, saying, “Help us to live the vocation of love that God
intends for us. I charge you, even as I call you to be a deacon, I
charge you to be the loving person God has created you to be.”

Following his ordination, Deacon Heskamp’s assignment for the
year between now and his priestly ordination next year will be at St.
Anthony Parish in Taylor Mill.

(See more photos on page 2.)
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(above left) Joshua Heskamp walks through the Cathedral garden to the front doors to process in, with him is Father
Schomaker, the ordination’s Master of Ceremonies.
(above center) Laying his hands on Joshua Heskamp’s head, Bishop Iffert prays the prayer of ordination to ordain him as deacon.
(right) Bishop Iffert and Deacon Heskamp embrace during the fraternal kiss.
(below left) Young members of the Heskamp family carry the gifts to the altar.
(below right) Bishop Iffert and Deacon Heskamp place hands on the Gospel, affirming the deacon’s duty to proclaim the Gospel and
preach its meaning.
- I'B

(right) Joshua
Heskamp lays
prostrate before
the altar during
the Litany of
Supplication.
(far right) The
newly ordained
Deacon Joshua
Heskamp kisses
his stole. Father
Jeffrey Von
Lehmen, his
uncle and the
vesting minister,
holds it.
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he hrldge Cross the Bridge for Life
f Saturday, June 1 Riverboat Row, Newport
orLIFE

Regardless of the availability of the Purple People Bridge, the Cross the Bridge
for Life festivities will be held on Saturday, June 1, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Join us to celebrate the gift of life. It will be a festive time of family-friendly
fun including live music, face painting and food.

cross!

A Celebration of the
Gift of Human Life

Baker photos
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Detective says police can’t stop human trafficking alone,
the community is the eyes and ears

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent
In a presentation entitled, “Human Trafficking; what it
is and what to look for — a parent’s guide to keep their chil-
dren safe,” Det. Eric Higgins with the Independence Police
Department taught mothers, fathers, healthcare workers
and others on what could be indicators and warning signs

of human trafficking.

Det. Higgins, a product of the Diocese of Covington
school system after attending St. Augustine School,
Covington, and Holy Cross District High School,
Covington, was invited to give this presentation by Julie
Feinauer, the director of the Safe Environment Office and
Victim éssistance coordinator. The invitation was extend-

(above left) Det. Eric Higgins presents to the audience on the warning signs of human trafficking.
(above center) Audience members listen attentively to the presentation by Det. Higgins.
(above right) Julie Feinauer, director of the Safe Environment Office and Victim Assistance coordinator, introduces Det. Eric Higgins.

Campaign of Mercy invites people to encounter,
reflect and invite as means for transformation

Laura Keener
Editor

After two years of data gath-
ering, listening to parish-
ioners, discussing and plan-
ning, Bishop John Iffert is
poised to Kkick off an essential
initiative of the With One
Heart pastoral plan — the Campaign of Mercy. This cam-
paign, identified by the WOH Planning Commission as an
integral and strategic evangelization effort, focuses on
service to others as a means for personal and communal
transformation.

The Campaign of Mercy will launch on the Solemnity
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, traditionally
referred to as the Feast of Corpus Christi, with a prayer
service and Eucharistic procession, June 2, 2 p.m. at the

Campaign

4 Mercy

Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington. Following
the liturgical celebration, an ice
cream social and kick-off event will
be held at neighboring St. Mary’s
Park. Everyone is encouraged to par-
ticipate.

The Campaign of Mercy incorpo-
rates three critical experiences to transformation —
encounter, reflection and invitation.

First, to recognize a personal encounter with Jesus
Christ, and how that experience is calling a person to
encounter and serve others — “I have given you a model to
follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do,”
Jesus commissioned his apostles at the Last Supper and
commissions his followers today. (John 13:15)

Then through reflection and prayer allowing the Holy

Youth and young adult ministry summer
events provide opportunities to grow closer

to God through fellowship

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent

In a report released by the Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate, it was found that in 2022 only 17.3 percent
of Catholics are attending Mass weekly. This number is
down from 54.9 percent in 1950.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops have
emphasized the importance of youth catechesis in an effort
to ensure Catholic children become practicing Catholic
adults. It is this that spurred into action Angie Poat, dioce-
san youth minister, Office of Catechesis and
Evangelization.

Together, Mrs. Poat and her team organized three youth
and young adult ministry events that she says are, “an
opportunity to experience a positive culture of faith, and a
place where teenagers can just gather and have fun. It is a
connecting point to grow in faith, grow in relationships and
to do something meaningful ... It is an environment that

provides a place of encounter.”

The first event takes place June 18, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at St. Barbara Church, Independence. Called, “Connect!
Junior High Day,” the event is a follow up to the Connect
Retreat that took place in February, though those who did
not attend are still welcome to attend this event. For $25, all
upcoming sixth, seventh and eighth graders, are invited to
“alot of socialization, a lot of games that have a purpose, it
is going to be good summer fun. We will end with prayer,
music and adoration at the end of the day,” said Mrs. Poat.
To RSVP by June 4, follow the link on the youth ministry
page of the Diocese of Covington website.

The second event, “Fully Alive! High School Retreat,” is
an overnight and is meant to “jumpstart a school youth
group or peer ministry team, so diocesan youth groups are
going to come together,” Mrs. Poat said. Though Mrs. Poat

(Continued on page 7)

ed in an effort to increase community outreach.

“We have been trying to host a couple of events each
year that would bring the community together and give
them information. Tonight, we are so glad to have Det. Eric
Higgins here with us,” said Mrs. Feinauer.

Det. Higgins is considered an expert on the subject of
human trafficking. In addition to 15 years teaching college-

Youngphotos  ]Jeve] criminology and forensics
courses and 26 years of law
enforcement experience, Det.
Higgins has been part of the
United States Secret Service,
Marshal’s Fugitive and Federal
Bureau of Investigation task
forces. Now with the City of
Independence Police
Department, Det. Higgins is pas-
sionate about educating the pub-
lic about what is happening in
our area.

From the Your Eyes Save
Lives website, an official website
of the Kentucky government,
reports that “In 2022 alone,
Kentucky received 344 reports of
human trafficking involving 399
child victims. This is a 67 percent
increase in reports and 71 per-
cent percent increase in victims

(Continued on page 7)

Spirit to move the mind and heart to recognize how that
encounter in serving others is life-giving, not for the
receiver but for the doer — to transform good works into
relationships. Finally, after experiencing that joy, inviting
others to join in service, reflection and encounter.

“This is where I can see transformation, when people
realize the goodness of our faith, that we are all called to be
the hands and feet of Christ,” said Faye Roch, director,
diocesan Pro-Life Office.

Mrs. Roch is one of 16 committee members, led by Chris
Goddard, director, Catholic Charities, who are developing
and implementing the Campaign of Mercy. These mem-
bers were selected not only for their professional and min-
isterial expertise but also as representatives from across
the Diocese.

“It wasn’t an exact science, but we wanted to have a nice
cross section of people,” said Mr. Goddard noting the diver-
sity of clergy, religious, parishes, schools and Catholic
organizations that make up the committee.

The two most immediate projects the committee is

(Continued on page 7)

May 25

St. Patrick High School
graduation, St. Patrick
Parish, Maysville, 1 p.m.

May 30
Catholic Charities Board
meeting, 1 p.m.

June 1
Covington Latin School Cross the Bridge for Life,
graduation, Cathedral 10 a.m.

Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 7 p.m.

May 27

Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, 4:30 p.m.

) . June 2
Curia Clgsed — Memorial Solemnity of the Holy Body
Day Holiday and Blood of Christ
May 28 procession and Campaign
Advisory Council, 9:30 a.m. of Mercy kick-off, Cathedral
May 29 Basilica of the Assumption,

Mother of God’s Young 2 p.m.

Adult group grill out,
Mother of God Parish,
Covington, 6:30 p.m.
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Rolling out the red carpet: Jesus on the big screen

As a columnist with a case for press credentials in the
Catholic space and a close friend in public relations, I've
attended a few movie premieres. But I had never been to a

“Red Carpet” event until
CALLED TO
HOLINESS

the one held for “Jesus
Thirsts: The Miracle of
the Eucharist,” a new lim-
ited theatrical release doc-
umentary.

I wasn’t sure what to
expect — or what to wear.
The fact that it was taking
place in Orange County;,
close to the epicenter of
the film industry was a lit-
tle intimidating. Yet, I
knew I'd be among
friends, some of whom I
haven’t seen in a while,
comfortably at home in a
Catholic crowd. But hon-
estly, what made me buy the airline tickets was the insis-
tent little voice inside telling me that I should go.

That little voice never disappoints. And neither does
this film. There has been a more-than-usual number of
faith-based movies in theaters over the past year, and
we’'ve managed to see most of them. But this documen-
tary is special. That’s because it offers unabashedly what
the rest have soft-pedaled: substantial catechesis.
Accompanied by beautiful cinematography and an on-
the-mark balance between information and inspiration,
“Jesus Thirsts” reveals the power of the Holy Eucharist

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe

with both reverence and warmth.

But it also does something else. “Jesus Thirsts” brings
the breadth and depth of what we believe about the Most
Blessed Sacrament to life through personal faith witness.
By exploring the lives of Fulton Sheen and Cardinal Van
Thuan, the evangelical fervor of Chris Stefanick and
Father Donald Calloway, the expertise of Scott Hahn and
Father Robert Spitzer, and the ministries of Sister Briege
McKenna, Curtis Martin and Jim Wahlberg, this movie
exposes audiences to the unity and diversity of the
Catholic faith.

But this movie connects to audiences even more pow-
erfully through the lives of ordinary Catholics whose
names are not familiar. Deacons who serve in parishes
and prisons. A priest who brings Eucharistic adoration to
Ugandan villages. Italian monks who tend vineyards and
make wine. And the Polish religious sisters who bake the
hosts that are used at Mass. Their love and devotion is
palpable.

The stated purpose of the “red carpet” event was to
create an opportunity for Catholic media to interview the
film’s writers, producers, distributors and cast to provide
an official kick-off to getting the word out. But something
much deeper occurred. The premiere of “Jesus Thirsts”
was an experience in miniature of what the Eucharist
does and always has done: gather the Church.

With this film, Spirit Filled Hearts’ Deacon Steve
Greco and Bishop Kevin W. Vann of the Diocese of
Orange have created something of lasting value. “Jesus
Thirsts” is capable of reminding us all of what matters
most: Jesus Christ remains with us in the gift of the
Eucharist.

This film shows us how receiving his body, blood, soul
and divinity makes us more intimately bound to one
another. It joyously celebrates the truth that together, we
are the body and bride of Christ. It teaches us why we
don’t need to wonder what it would have been like to “be
there” when Jesus walked the shore of the Sea of Galilee
or the streets of Jerusalem. For he is still with us, not just
spiritually, but physically in the sacrament of the altar.
God longs to be with us. The Good Shepherd comes to
lead and feed us, guard and guide us.

Catholics have been scattered for too long. If there is
one thing our Church needs in these years of Eucharistic
revival, it is to learn the difference between circling the
wagons and gathering the sheep. Jesus does, in fact, thirst
for souls. He thirsts for unity. He thirsts for authenticity,
perhaps even more than we do.

This film gives us all a chance to roll out the red carpet
for Christ. We don’t need to spend lots of money on
designer dresses or suits. (Like everything I wear, mine
was from a thrift shop.) We don’t have to be “Catholic
celebrities” with well-known names. We don’t need excep-
tional talent or expertise of any kind. We only need the
humility to know just how much we need Jesus, and
enough compassion to realize that the rest of the world
does, too.

“Jesus Thirsts: The Miracle of the Eucharist” is show-
ing in theaters June 4, 5, 6. See
https://jesusthirstsfilm.com/ for more information.

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe is a Catholic convert, freelance
writer and editor, musician, speaker, pet-aholic, wife and
mom of eight grown children, loving life in New Orleans.
Her column has been provided by OSV News.

Harrison Butker and JPII on the dignity and vocation of women

There is little needed to set fire to the world of online
Catholics — and last week’s commencement speech from
Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker to an audi-
ence of Benedictine
College graduates seemed
to riddle Catholic social
media with fractures, as
traditionalists and liber-
als, Catholics and non-
Catholics, and even men
and women came to log-
gerheads over how to
digest the controversial
remarks.

The real tragedy may
be, though, that lost in the
greater discourse is how
many of Butker’s beliefs
are not those of the
Catholic Church at large
— certainly Natural Family Planning is not simply a
form of “Catholic birth control,” and priests are not
called to live lives set apart from their flock, both things
Butker suggested. Butker’s apparent vision of the role of
women in society, while not entirely incorrect, is an over-
ly simplistic version of the church’s own vision, which is
rich, nuanced, deep and beautiful. And not centered on
biological motherhood alone.

Butker’s remarks, in context, suggest that while the
women in his audience had achieved great things, they
had done so under the auspices of a “diabolical lie,”
which led them to seek corporate achievement instead of
a life in the home.

“Congratulations on an amazing accomplishment,” he
said to the women in the audience, before suggesting that
they have “had the most diabolical lies told to you.” While

GUEST

Emily Zanotti

they may go on to “successful careers in the world,” he
suggested his wife’s life only “truly started when she
started living her vocation as a wife and as a mother.”

As Catholics, we see a difference between a job and a
vocation — the latter being a call from God Himself, and a
purpose for life that aligns with God’s plan. For many
women, including myself, our vocation includes marriage
and biological motherhood. For many women, it is a call
to holiness, to chaste singleness or to the acknowledged
highest calling of a woman, religious life.

Butker’s comments, many Catholic and non-Catholic
women believe, suggest that he believes the role of a stay-
at-home spouse to be the highest, if not the only legiti-
mate calling, for women — or at least, as Emily Stimpson
Chapman smartly noted in her own essay earlier this
week, many women who are familiar with online
Catholic traditionalists and the so-called Man-o-sphere
interpreted it that way.

Whether that was Butker’s intention or not, his
remarks, and perhaps his beliefs, seem poorly construct-
ed in light of Catholic social teaching, articulated so bold-
ly in St. John Paul II’'s work on the subject of the vocation
of women, “Mulieris Dignitatem.”

Popes have spoken only infrequently on the subject of
women’s roles in society. In the 1500s, the Catechism of
the Council of Trent suggested women should remain at
home, exiting to the outside world only with their hus-
band’s permission.

The church is largely silent again until the early 20th
century, when Pope Pius XI authored “Casti Connubii,”
“Of Chaste Wedlock,” which gave passing thought to
women as keepers of the home, among its more strident
proclamations on abortion, birth control and the sanctity
of marriage.

Pope John Paul II, however, devoted an entire apostolic
letter to the subject of the dignity and vocation of women

in the early 1980s — at a time when women were moving
in large numbers into the working world, and feminism
was well within its third wave. But his words are not
designed to chastise women, but to remind them — and
society at large — of the significant and, more important-
1y, vital role that women play in the world, not just as bio-
logical mothers, but as spiritual, societal, temporal moth-
ers as well.

Many protestants — particularly those who have built
careers and followings off of the idea of “Biblical
Masculinity” — may view women as subservient to men
from the beginning. Pope John Paul II entertains no such
thought, elevating instead the “mutual relationship” of
man and woman in marriage, and noting that “domina-
tion” of either sex threatens civil stability. To find
inequality and enmity in the relationship between men
and women not only disadvantages women, subjecting
them to all manner of crimes against dignity, but it also
“diminishes the true dignity of the man,” as it goes
against the ethos “which was originally inscribed by the
Creator in the very creation of both of them in his own
image and likeness.”

Women, he says, are different than men — significant-
ly so — but no less made in His image.

Even Jesus Christ, Pope John Paul II notes, exhibited
no qualms about speaking frankly to and with women —
ararity in Jesus’ time — and that the “order of love in
the created world of persons first takes root in a woman.”
Mary, the mother of Christ, is intensely maternal,
undoubtedly the paragon of femininity, and it is her free
will assent to God’s purpose for her life that ushers in sal-
vation, “impossible with men, but not with God.”

There is no doubt God believes women have dignity
and that they are made in His image, but what of their
vocation? Pope John Paul II speaks to that, as well, in

(Continued on page 18)
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COMMENTARY

The wondrous mystery
and the life of faith

The readings for the Solemnity of the Most Holy
Trinity — Cycle B — are: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-
40; Romans 8:14-17 and Matthew 28:16-20.

“God our Father, who by sending into the world the
Word of truth and the Spirit of sanctification made
known to the human race your wondrous mystery...”

These are the lustrous
GO AND GLORIFY

words of our opening col-
lect for the Solemnity of
the Most Holy Trinity.

I fear this extraordi-
nary revelation of nature
of God, and by extension,
of all existence and being
itself, is something that
falls rather flat, and seems
rather ephemeral —
rather than central —to
contemporary renderings
of the life of faith. In my
view, this is what happens
when the central spiritu-
al, theological truths of the faith are overwhelmed by the
concerns of the Church —bureaucratic and “the church
of what’s happening now,” an attitude I sum up as
“Catholic Inc.”

The most Holy Trinity, far from being a distant, rar-
efied theological truth or a merely academic concern to
keep theologians occupied, “is the central mystery of
Christian faith and life. It is the mystery of God in
Himself. It is therefore the source of all the other myster-
ies of faith, the light that enlightens them” (CCC 234).

In contemplating this great mystery, we must grapple
with the call to have a personal communion of divine
truth, love and life with the communion of Persons that
is the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
This great mystery of our faith is not just some tenet of
our relationship to God, which we call faith, but rather it
IS the very center and goal of faith itself.

Considering the Solemnity of Pentecost we celebrated
last week, I think it is important to note a warning
offered by the theologian, Tracey Rowland, concerning
the misuse of the Holy Spirt which, in turn, distorts our
understanding of the Holy Trinity. She noted: “Some con-
temporary theologians say, ‘there is what Christ said, but
now we live in this age of the Holy Spirit and have these
new insights.” There is no division of opinion within the
most Holy Trinity. They are always on the same page.”

Precisely because the divine persons of the Holy
Trinity are on the same page, we can confess with cer-
tainty the “eternal Holy Trinity and undivided unity”
that is at the center of the Church’s evangelical mission
to make known this wondrous mystery and to draw all
mankind into this eternal communion with the Triune
God. It is through this sharing in the Trinitarian
Communion, offered through the sacramentality and
ministry of the Church, that “we may acknowledge the
Trinity of eternal glory” and in so doing, find our fulfill-
ment as human persons.

So much of the materialist sensibility which finds its
expression in the “Catholic, Inc” mentality treats the pur-
pose of faith — the believer finding his destiny and ful-
fillment in living within the Trinitarian communion of
divine love — as either too “spiritual” for committee
work or too “heady” or “theological” to matter to every-
day life. It tends to reduce evangelization to “recruiting
new church members.”

This reductionist temptation, if succumbed to, leads
the Church down the path of chasing after sociological
trends and not communicating divine life, which is her
purpose.

The theologian, Archbishop J. Augustin DiNoia, OP,
has written profoundly about this point of the
Trinitarian essence and purpose of the Church: “The
Church is a creation of the triune God. From the Father,
who sends his Son and His Spirit to transform creaturely
persons so that they come to share, with the uncreated
Persons of the Trinity and with one another, a commun-
ion of divine life.”

Father Phillip DeVous

(Continued on page 18)

Stone and flesh (Jer 31:31-34)

Kermit, the frog, asserted, “It ain’t easy being green.”
Isaiah, Jeremiah and most of those who spoke or speak
for God could say, “It ain’t easy being a prophet.”

Jeremiah had an especially difficult life. He and his
message were rejected continually. He lamented that he
had been born (Jer 15:10-
21), accused God of dup-
ing him into announcing
the message (Jer 20-1-18),
was thrown into a cistern
to die (Jer 38:1-13). An
entire book entitled
Lamentations records his
cries of distress. Each of
the five complaints in
Lamentations has a turn-
ing point when his cries
about God’s treatment of
him turn to acceptance
and praise.

As aresult of his life of
struggle, Jeremiah came
to a moment when his
relationship with God
moved from fidelity to the written rules to finding God in
his heart.

Every commitment exhibits a movement from strug-
gling to keep rules to the joy of deeply satisfying relation-
ships. Important pursuits begin with learning and
observing stated rules. I have experienced joining a new
group, beginning a new job, moving to a new neighbor-
hood. Each venture has begun with an amount of anxiety
which I have dealt with by being careful and trying hard
to keep all the written rules and to pick up on the expec-
tations others have of me. I want to prove my worthiness,
to win acceptance.

This first stage, learning and observing rules, gives
way to a more joyful participation as my involvement
deepens. Relationships develop. As they do the exaggerat-
ed importance of following rules fades. Anxiety lessens
and rules become somewhat mundane while others in the
group become more important to me. It becomes easier to
respond from the heart. Relationships gradually take the
place of the rules in order of importance as I become
more involved and committed.

MUSINGS

%) PR
Sister Fidelis Tracy,
C.D.P.

PRk ey . .5

Jeremiah was faithful to his life as a member of God’s
chosen people. He kept the rules and lived faithful to his
commitment. He responded even when the response led
to pain. After a long life of struggling to announce an
unacceptable message, frequent moments of rejection,
doubts about his call or God’s care, Jeremiah finally
comes to say, that the rules that were written on stone
must make way for the rules that are a response to a lov-
ing relationship.

This realization came at a great cost. Suffering and
persistence were the prelude. Had Jeremiah given up or
turned away because of suffering, he never would have
realized how deep and abiding his love for God was.

Fidelity to a call, even when the efforts seem futile or
only lead to pain and a sense of God’s absence elicit a
temptation to turn away, to abandon our call, to become
someone other than who we really are. The written rules
are important and moving beyond them to heartfelt
response comes only after faithful attention to them. But
it is finally love that marks a fulfilling relationship.

In addition to fidelity is honesty about what we are
experiencing. Jeremiah complained to God. That was
honest. All true relationships involve the ability to be
honest with each other, even about our disappointments
with the other.

Acknowledging our disappointments, our frustration
with God’s apparent lack of response to our calls for help,
complaining to God about God’s perceived absence in
times of anguish all form part of a relationship that
eventually leads to finding God writing in our heart. If
we deny our disappointments about God’s apparent deaf-
ness to our pleas and pretend that we always experience
God as near and responsive, we will never find the God
whose law is written in flesh.

Jeremiah teaches us that responding to God’s call does
not lead to immediate glory, that faithful life will hold
moments of pain and rejection. He shows that fidelity in
the face of perceived rejection leads to a mature relation-
ship with God and that honesty with God about all these
experiences leads to finding God and God’s law in our
hearts.

Divine Providence Sister Fidelis Tracy is a retired theol-
ogy professor at Thomas More University Crestview Hills,
Ky

Whois the Beloved Disciple?

For Lent I read James Martin’s new book “Come
Forth: The Promise of Jesus’ Greatest Miracle.” In it he
focuses on Lazarus and
Jesus’ raising him from
the dead. Lazarus and his
sisters, Mary and Martha,
appear only in John’s
Gospel. And the Beloved
Disciple appears only in
John’s Gospel. Martin the-
orizes about Lazarus
being the Beloved Disciple
and what that might mean
to us.

For many scholars, the
relationship of Jesus to
Lazarus, Mary and
Martha indicates that
friendship was important
to Jesus. They speculate
that when Jesus needed to be refreshed, he went to their
home, outside Jerusalem. When Lazarus was dying,
Martha sent word to Jesus, “He whom you love (hon
phileis) is sick.” At the tomb the onlookers proclaim, “See
how he loved him?”

The Beloved Disciple is mentioned only after the story
of the raising of Lazarus, which stands at the center of
John’s gospel. One scholar proclaims, “the raising of
Lazarus as the climax of the public life of Jesus in the
Fourth Gospel.”

After the raising of Lazarus comes a dinner in
Bethany at Lazarus’ home and after that comes the
Passover dinner when “the one whom Jesus loves” (hon
egapa) reclines on Jesus’ chest.

VIEWPOINT
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Sister Deborah
Harmeling, O.S.B.

When at the Crucifixion Jesus asked the Beloved
Disciple to take his mother, Mary, into “his own home,” it
suggests a home nearer to Jerusalem — Lazarus’ home
where Mary would also receive the support of both Mary
and Martha.

The identification of Lazarus as the Beloved Disciple
explains part of the story of the empty tomb. When Mary
Magdalene announces that the body of Jesus is not in the
tomb, Peter and the Beloved Disciple run to the tomb. The
Beloved Disciple reaches the tomb first, as would a per-
son who lived in the vicinity would have, peered in the
tomb but does not enter in deference to Peter. When they
note the burial clothes and the head covering, we are told
that the Beloved Disciple saw and believed. Of course, he
would be familiar with burial clothes.

Finally, there is the strange question Peter asks Jesus
at the end of the Gospel. After answering three times to
Jesus’ question, “Do you love me?” Peter asks about the
Beloved Disciple, “What about Him?” and Jesus replied,
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that
to you?” The question indicates that there is something
different about the Beloved Disciple. It would be natural
for Peter to wonder if someone who had been raised from
the dead would die again.

I'm not sure why it is important to me that the Beloved
Disciple be Lazarus. It gives me a greater appreciation of
the Gospel of John and gives the gospel a human dimen-
sion. It has brought me to reflect upon what it means to
be a Beloved Disciple who has been called forth from
death into new life. And that has been an Easter blessing.

Benedictine Sister Deborah Harmeling is a member of
St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, Ky, Her reflection is
available on the community’s blog, “Reflections from the
School for the Lord’s Service,” online at stwalburg.org.
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Be
Witnesses

“Wake up the world!
Be witnesses of
a different way
of doing things,
of acting, of living!”

— Pope Francis

Religious Communities
in the
Diocese of Covington

Benedictine Sisters of St.Walburg
Monastery www.stwalburg.org

Brothers of the Poor of St. Francis
www.brothersofthepoorofstfrancis.org

Passionist Nuns
www.erlangerpassionists.com

Sisters of Divine Providence
www.cdpkentucky.org

Sisters of Notre Dame
www.shdusa.org

Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker
WWW.SSjw.org

Public and Private
Associations

Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org

Missionaries of St. John the Baptist
www.msjb.info

Messenger

Aspace safe for finding a way forward

Karen Kuhlman
Corresondent

The women religious of the Diocese of Covington are
among those to whom we owe a debt of gratitude for so much
of what we enjoy today. Establishing schools, hospitals and a
university created opportunities that continually move us for-
ward to benefit the entire region. Their mission may look differ-
ent today, but the goal remains — they seek to serve God
through service to his people.

Sister Kimberly Porter is a professed member of the
Benedictine Sisters of St.Walburg Monastery. A cradle Catholic,
she grew up in northern Virginia and studied psychology at
Virginia Tech. Sister Kimberly said,”l always wanted to be able to
give back and serve.There are many ways to serve, but | wanted
to pursue a vocation in communi-
ty with others, one that would
allow me to focus more broadly,

While on retreat at St.
Meinrad, she got to know the
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
and lived among them for several
years in Cincinnati. But her min-
istry at Welcome House in
Covington led her to St.Walburg
Monastery.While volunteering at
Welcome House, she met Sister
Cathy Bauer and accepted her
invitation to the Monastery for
dinner. Meeting and spending
time with the Benedictines
spurred an intense discernment.
Sister Kimberly entered St.
Walburg six months later; her dis-
cernment process continued five years beyond her initial forma-
tion.

A counselor for 19 years, she counsels people dealing with
grief at St. Elizabeth Healthcare’s Community Grief Center (adja-
cent to Hospice Care of St.Elizabeth located on South Loop
Road).Some are in hospice, while others are those in the com-
munity who have experienced loss. Sister Kimberly said,”l was
drawn to working with kids and their families and have done so
in different capacities.| saw that as working with a whole sys-
tem, similar to a Benedictine community. Seeking God through
community means everything is done in relationship with other
people.| worked in administration, serving families in that
capacity for several years, but | was drawn to working with chil-
dren.l wanted to get closer to direct service as prescribed by St.
Benedict: serving the old and the young, the rich and the poor,
the stranger and the guest.| can do so through the St.Elizabeth
Hospice and the Community Grief Center. It proves the perfect
way to use my skills, focus on children and families, and give
back to the community.”

The Grief Center’s mission is to serve those who have lost a
loved one in hospice. Children, adults,and anyone grieving can
participate in individual counseling, support groups, and other
community programs.The support groups can serve families,
children PK through 18, and their caregivers. Participants come
together for a six-week program that allows them to work
through their grief in the company of others.They are comfort-
ed by the knowledge that they are not alone.

A registered play therapist, Sister Kimberly finds that coun-

Sister Kimberly Porter, OSB

seling for children looks very different from counseling for
adults:"Working with play or other creative media becomes a
way of meeting children where they are developing. Children
may need to work through loss differently as they grow and hit
other developmental milestones.When working with a grieving
family, everyone is dealing with the loss. Providing each a space
allows them to give voice and receive the support they need.
Part of what you are working with in a child’s early life is often a
natural curiosity, openness, and willingness to change and
grow.”

Sister Kimberly explained that normalizing the idea of ther-
apy is most important. Just as we may need physical support,
we may sometimes need emotional support. Sometimes, peo-
ple will tell the same story over and over, just trying to make
sense of things.It is important to nor-
malize the grief experience, to know
that loss is a part of life,and to lean on
the support in our community that
can help us navigate the losses we all
encounter.

Sister Kimberly continued,
“Sometimes, we try to be helpful, but
we don't have the necessary skills or
the safe space to offer.If | have a friend
who has experienced a loss, | might
say,’l can see that you are struggling.|
am not sure how to help, but | know of
a resource that could offer some help.
So, | can best help by supporting you
and helping you look at another
choice!

The connections we make with
each other make us stronger.Even
when a friend or loved one is mired in grief and has already said
no to counseling, there may be a gentle approach to consider.
We might say,’l am noticing you are having a harder time at
work.When a we has been struggling with a loss, we might say,
‘We both have been struggling. What about talking to someone
to see if there is something that might be helpful?” Sometimes, it
is beneficial to offer to go with another for counseling. | can say
to a friend who has experienced a loss:’l can see that you are
struggling.| am not sure how to help, but | know of a resource
that could offer some help.So, | can best support and help you
by looking at another choice.' Sometimes, we try to be helpful,
but we don't have the necessary skills or the safe space.

It is rewarding, over time, to see the impact you can have
on others.| am so blessed every day.| know it is not just me.|
have a strong sense of God.There are moments when | don't
know how to respond. And then | feel that the Spirit has inter-
vened, and the words will come somehow.| know that the
Benedictine lens has shaped the way | do the work that | do.In
any way we can, we want to be hospitable to one another and
remember that we never know another person’s story.

When | look at the therapeutic work that | do, | look at it as
creating a space for people to feel safe and to do the work they
need to do.That is a reflection of the Benedictine influence of
hospitality and community. It is about creating a welcoming
space, and though | may have some experience or an idea of
what might be helpful, it is a partnership that unfolds and does-
n't look the same for two people. Sometimes, we need the ear of
another to listen and to hold that space for us as we move for-

For more information about consecrated life in the Diocese of Covington,

contact Sister Marla Monahan at mmonahan@covdio.org or (859) 392-1569.
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Human trafficking

(Continued from page 3)

compared to 2020.”

Throughout the two-and-a-half-hour presentation, Det.
Higgins explained what human trafficking is, what circum-
stances constitute trafficking, the types of trafficking and
how to help if you believe you see someone being trafficked.

Det. Higgins emphasized that if commercial sex was
being performed by an adult under force, fraud or coer-
cion, then it would be considered human trafficking. For
those under the age of 18, any act of commercial sex is
human trafficking, even if there was no presence of force,
fraud or coercion.

“Most anything that involves children we could throw a
human trafficking charge on,” he said.

Det. Higgins also explained that a person does not have
to be moved across state lines for human trafficking to take
place. From the website of Your Eyes Save Lives the official
definition of human trafficking is, “the forced exploitation
of someone for labor or sex ... oppresses adults and chil-
dren of all races, genders, ages, occupations and back-
grounds.”

Det. Higgins shared some visible signs that may suggest
human trafficking — unexplained injuries or malnourish-
ment, truancy, few or no personal items, fear of authori-
ties, and monitored or reserved movements. These are all
signs that someone could be a victim of human trafficking.
He also explained what to do when you might suspect
someone is a victim of human trafficking.

“Get the license plate, make, model, get a good descrip-
tion ... I do not want you to confront them, that is our job.

Be our eyes and ears, gather the facts and then relay those
facts back to us,” he said.

Human trafficking is a growing epidemic with 24.9 mil-
lion people entrapped and $150 billion in profits per year.
The business disproportionately affects women — 71 per-
cent, or 17,679,000, of its victims are women and girls; 29
percent, or 7,221,000, victims are men and boys. Across
both sexes, 25 percent of all victims are under the age of 18.

To report suspected sex or labor trafficking, call 1(888)
373-7888, the national trafficking hotline, or text BeFree to
233733, where you will be immediately connected to the
hotline. To report immediate danger call 911.

“We wouldn’t be able to solve crimes if it wasn’t for you
all ... you are the eyes, ears and the pulse of this communi-
ty. We need your help; we can’t do this alone,” said Det.
Higgins.

Campaign of Mercy invites people

(Continued from page 3)
focusing are the Kkick-off ice cream social on June 2 and the beginnings of a webpage. The
ice cream social will be an opportunity for folks to meet Bishop Iffert and Chris Goddard,
to hear from committee members and to chat with other attendees about what they are
learning about the Campaign of Mercy.

The website, covdio.org/mercy, will act as the digital home of the Campaign, providing
information on ways to reflect and prepare for ministry, suggestions on what ministries
are available at parishes and in the community and sharing the stories of those actively
involved in ministry and how it has changed them. Campaign developments will also be
pushed out to parishes to share on their social media accounts and featured in the
Messenger.

“I'm just really excited for the transformational stories to be shared,” said Mr.
Goddard.

Mr. Goddard points out that the Campaign of Mercy is “a work in progress” and that
momentum will build as more and more people get involved.

“There’s plenty of opportunities for everyone,” Mr. Goddard said. “We’re all very seri-
ous about being the hands and feet of Christ, sometimes we’re just not intentional about
how we go about doing it ... to grow in our own relationship, first and foremost, but to
truly grow in our love and understanding of our brothers and sisters.”

Campaign of Mercy Committee

Chris Goddard, Heather Konerman, Ben West, St. Joseph

committee lead and
director, Catholic
Charities

Vicky Bauerle,
institutional
advancement manger,
Catholic Charities

Ruth Coronado, Spanish
teacher, St. Hendry
District High School

Deacon Adam Feinauer,
St. Agnes Parish,
Ft. Wright

Casey Guilfoyle,

Blessed Sacrament Parish,

Ft. Mitchell

Laura Keener,
diocesan

Communications director

Mt. St. Joseph marketing
coordinator

Notre Dame Sister Ruth
Lubbers

Kristen Mary Meiser,
All Saints Parish, Walton

Ken Olenek,
St. Pius X Parish,
Edgewood

Angie Poat, diocesan
Youth Minister

Bridget Price, teacher,
Notre Dame Academy

Dustin Reed,
St. Paul Parish, Florence

Faye Roch, director,
Pro-Life Office

Parish, Crescent Springs

Karen Zengel, director,
Society of St. Vincent
DePaul and St. Mary
Parish, Alexandria

Zack Zvoseck, teacher,
St. Henry District High
School

CHEF BARONE'’S

*Parties
*Company Picnics

Youth and young adult ministry summer events

(Continued from page 3)

encourages those who are not in a youth group to attend in hopes that a fire will be lit in
their hearts to return to their parishes and start or join a youth group. The event will be held
at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, July 13-14. Cost is $75 per person. It is requested
to RSVP by July 1 through the link on the youth ministry page of the diocesan website.

The last event of the summer will be “Revive!,” a music and adoration mix for high
school and college students. On August 10, 7-10 p.m. at Covington Catholic High School,
Park Hills, these students will engage in games, activities, ice breakers, sports, music and
adoration. There is no cost and no RSVP necessary for those interested in this event.

To RSVP for Connect! Junior High Day and Fully Alive! High School Retreat, go to:
www.covdio.org/youth. For any questions that may arise reach out to Mrs. Poat whose e-
mail can be found on the diocesan website.

Mrs. Poat and her team believe that these events will help youth grow closer to God,
“we’re providing opportunities for parishes and schools to grow in faith and network
together, there is a lot of power and strength in the collective body of Christ,” she said.

Father Stenger and the Parishioners of

ST.JOSEPH CHURCH

in Historic CAMP SPRINGS
Invite YouTo Our

SUMMER FESTIVAL

Saturday, JUNE 8,2024

4 - 11 p.m.

#* BOOTHS + KIDS GAMES =
* DUCKY DOWNS * WINE & ALCOHOL RAFFLES =
* $1,500 MAJOR RAFFLE » LIVE ENTERTAINMENT =

Outdoor Grill,
Homemade Desserts & Beer Garden

Father Stenger

Directions: Take AA Highway (Rt. 9) from Wilder. Go 9 miles
to Rt. 547 exit. Turn right and go 1 mile to church.

Information (859) 635-2491 Lic #0603

319 FAIRFIELD AVE.
BELLEVUE, KY 41073
859-261-3636

CATERING

*Weddings
*Lunches, Dinners

CDI Electric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

*25 To 1000 People
“Our Foods Taste Good”

Serving Greater Cincinnati

Call Jill
491-6391

1640 Dixie Highway

Park Hills, Ky.

y es &

J EWETLETRS
CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932
SPECIALIZING IN REFURBISHED HIGH END WATCHES, NEW AND ESTATE
JEWELRY, AND A LARGE SELECTION OF GIA CERTIFIED DIAMONDS.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10
—11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels:
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517;
and DirectTV 25.

Bishop Iffert and the priests of the Diocese of
Covington will pray a Holy Hour for survivors of sexual
violence and for the sanctification of priests, 3 p.m., every
third Thursday monthly, at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington. All are welcome.

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, offers Veneration of a relic of the True
Cross, on the first Friday of every month, from noon-1 p.m.
Confessions are offered concurrently. The monthly venera-
tion is held in silence and concludes with a blessing and the
opportunity for the faithful to come forward to personally
venerate the True Cross relic. The monthly veneration is
sponsored by the Knights and Dames of the Covington-
Lexington section of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

It is time for Spring cleaning! The Sisters of Notre Dame
are in need of items for their 102nd annual 4th of July
festival. We are looking for services, sports items, jewelry,
gift certificates, antiques, anything you can think of. Re-gift
to the sisters. If you have items to donate call Margie at
(859) 392-8229 or e-mail mschnelle@sndusa.org. Item drop
offs during the day at 1601 Dixie Hwy, Park Hills or arrange
a pickup.

The Sisters of Notre Dame will be holding their
102nd festival on Thursday, July 4, and are looking
for individuals or families that would like to volunteer
from 11 a.m.—>5 p.m. High School and middle school
students can earn service hours and use them for the
upcoming school year. Call Margie at (859) 392-8229 or
email mschnelle@sndusa.org.

Graduating seniors connect here — the Newman
Connection connects graduating seniors to the Catholic
campus ministry at their chosen college before they get to
campus. To connect, students or parents simply visit
https://signupnc.newmanministry.com/ and fill out the
form.

St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, will hold an indoor

flea market May 31-June 1, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. in the school gym.

Donations can be dropped off: May 25, 10 a.m.—4 p.m.; May
27,10 a.m.-2 p.m. and May 28-30, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. No adult
clothing, mattresses, china cabinets or entertainment cen-
ters. TV’s? Flat screen only. Call (859) 341-6609 x4010.

St. Mary'’s Ladies Society’'s Indoor Yard and Bake Sale
will be held June 1, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Joseph Parish, Cold

b

Spring, Memorial Hall.
Donations of household items
can be dropped off May 30 and
May 31, 10 a.m.—4 p.m. No
clothes or TV’s. Call (859) 380-

June 7-8, 5-11 p.m
1727 for more information.

St. Paul, Florence
June 7, 5-11 p.m.
June 8, 6-11 p.m.

“An Evening of Catholic
Culture” an art show featur-
ing the work of some of our
region’s most talented Catholic
artists. Cocktails, live music,
and dinner-by-the-bite will be
provided. Keynote speaker is
Father James Sullivan, O.P.
and Holly Schapker is the first-
ever Fra Angelico Award hon-
oree. Cincinnati Club,
Cincinnati, June 13, 6 p.m.
Complimentary parking at
Garfield Garage, 13 W 9th St.
Register online at angelicopro-
ject.org.

St. Catherine of Siena,
Ft. Thomas

June 7, 6-11 p.m.,
adults only Music Fest
June 8§, 5:30-11 p.m.,
festival

June 8, 4-11 p.m.

St. Therese, Southgate
June 13, 6-10 p.m.,
adults only

St. Agnes parish, Ft. June 14-15, 6-11 p.m.

Wright, is hosting a free

dinner date for married

couples, June 15, 7-9 p.m.

Come for good food, a short

talk, a little music and a night to enrich your marriage.
Jack Beers, a certified Catholic Mentor, will be speaking
on the art of listening and how it can elevate any mar-
riage. For information or to RSVP (limited seating) con-
tact Anita Dunn at adunn@saintagnes.com. Deadline to
register is June 10.

Introductory online group classes for the Marquette
method of Natural Family Planning (NFP), Tuesday,
June 18, 7 p.m. and Tuesday, July 30, 7 p.m. For more
information and to register, contact Angela Hobbs, BSN,
RN, MMCP, at angela@giftofyourfertility.com or (270) 735-
3883. Visit www.giftofyourfertility.com.

“Praise Fest,” June 22, 2-8 p.m., St. Phillip Parish,
Melbourne, featuring the following musical groups: 2 p.m.,
Mother of God Contemporary Ensemble; 3 p.m., Thomas
More Praise & Worship; 4:30 p.m., Mass, celebrated by
Bishop John Iffert; 6 p.m., Dan Walsh & Friends and 7 p.m.,
Lee Roessler. Food trucks available. Bring a cooler and chair.

Thomas More Summer Theatre Workshop, July 8-19, 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. This two-week long workshop is for students
(grades 10-12) to explore and enhance their performing arts
skills in a fun and supportive environment. The workshop
will provide a unique blend of acting, voice, movement, and
stagecraft workshops. Participants have the chance to col-
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St. Augustine, Covington

St. Joseph, Camp Springs
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2024 Parish Festivals

St. Philip, Melbourne
Aug. 17, golf ball drop and
festival

St. Joseph Academy,
Walton

June 14 and 15,
5:30-11 p.m., Pig Fest
St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence

Aug. 30-31, 7-11 p.m.,
Sept. 1, 6-11 p.m.
Family Day, Sept. 7,
1-10 p.m.

Mary, Queen of Heaven,
Erlanger

June 21-22, 5-11 p.m.
June 23, 12:30-5 p.m.

St. Pius X, Edgewood
July 12-13. 6 p.m.-12 a.m.
July 14, 4-10 p.m.

St. Benedict Parish,
Covington

Sept. 20 and 21, 5-11 p.m.
St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas
July 19, 6-11 p.m.

July 20, 5-11 p.m.

St. Agnes, Ft. Wright
Sept. 27-29, Oktoberfest

St. Joseph, Cold Spring
Aug. 2-3, 6-11 p.m.

laborate with their peers, build confidence, and create last-
ing memories. To register, visit https://form.jotform.com/
240565535346055.

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones, (PAL) is a support group
that meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. at
Catholic Charities, Latonia. It provides continuing educa-
tion and support, at no charge, for parents with a son,
daughter or spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or
drugs. No cost. Just come — 3629 Church Street, Latonia.
For more information contact Client Care at (859) 581-8974.

Donate a bike —Change a Life! Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Covington started a new ministry, Pickett’s
Corner in 2023. The new ministry distributes and repairs
bicycles to those in need in the area. Most people receiving a
bike use it for transportation to work, store or doctor
appointments. Adult-size bikes need. E-mail pick-
ettscorner23@gmail.com if you have a bike to donate. The
volunteer team will pick it up.

Bishop Brossart High School Theatre Summer Camp for
students in grades K-9, a one-week camp to learn about all
aspects of theatre and put on a full production musical,
“The Lion King.” Call the school for information.

Knights distribute
inaugural scholarship
The Mary, Queen of Heaven
Parish, Erlanger, Knights of
Columbus Council 14993
-recently presented its
inaugural eighth grade $500
scholarship to Sophia Foltz
for her essay on “The
Importance of Continuing
My Catholic Education at
MQH School.”
| Congratulations to Sophia
and the Foltz family
pictured with members of
the MQH KofC council.
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The celebration of grief

Father Stephen Bankemper
Contributor

Grief, although it can affect us physically and in other
ways, is a psychological experience that stems from our
earthly life. It is a natural reaction to loss, and so it is also
an experience that focusses one on oneself, on the pain of
separation and the emptiness that used to be filled by what-
ever one has lost.

Grief is particularly poignant when the loss is of a per-
son one loves. Psychological experts offer no real solution
to grief; the best advice from psychology seems to be to
realize that one cannot control the grieving process, to be
patient and gentle with oneself, talk with others and deal
with unresolved issues with the departed. This is not to
denigrate psychology or psychologists, but merely to rec-
ognize the limitations of dealing with grief merely on an
earthly level.

Does religion offer the grieving person anything more?
Many Catholics do not realize that there is a rite in the
Catholic Church specifically for the dying. Priests are com-
monly called to give someone “the last rites,” but what is
expected is that he will anoint the dying person, and say
some prayers connected to death. The true “last rites” in
the Church are something more than this, and although
the rites are not specifically intended to help survivors
grieve, I believe, based on the times that I have celebrated
them with dying persons and their families, that they can
help the survivors with the grieving process.

We should begin by clarifying the term “Last Rites.”
Although it is not an official Church term, most people
mean by it the sacramental anointing of an actively dying
person. There are still many living Catholics who remem-
ber the term “Extreme Unction.” The name itself - in
extremis in Latin means “at the end,” and the English
“extreme” just meant “last” or “end” — contributed to the

CNS photo/Riley Greif, The Western Kentucky Catholic

Bishop William F. Medley of Owensboro, Ky., administers the sacrament of anointing of the sick to Chris Johnson
during Mass, at the pastoral center of the Diocese of Owensboro May 10, 2022. Johnson received a lobe of liver

donated by his son Todd, May 17 to treat his hereditary cirrhosis.
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idea that one received anointing at the point of death. In
1972, the Church changed the name of the sacrament to
“Anointing of the Sick,” a more accurate term that indi-
cates the sacrament is not just for the dying, and lay
Catholics are slowly coming to understand the sacrament
in this way. Yet the faithful still ask for the “last rites”
thinking only of an anointing.

The true “last rites” of the Church are something more
than that. The difference is clarified in the Church’s
instruction to Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing
and Viaticum: “The sacrament of the anointing of the sick
should be celebrated at the beginning of a serious illness.
Viaticum, celebrated when death is close, will then be bet-
ter understood as the last sacrament of Christian life.”
(Introduction n. 175)

While the celebration of Viaticum can include anoint-
ing and even confession, it is fundamentally a last recep-
tion of the Eucharist. The word itself —via, “on the way”;
tecum, “with you” — indicates what is happening. Yes,
viaticum is “food for the passage through death to eternal
life,” as the Church puts it (ibid.), or “food for the journey”
as we commonly say, but it is not just sustenance; this food
is our Lord Himself, who does not leave us to find our own
way, but travels with us.

Viaticum is “the completion and crown of the
Christian life on this earth, signifying that the Christian
follows the Lord to eternal glory and the banquet of the
heavenly kingdom.” (ibid.) It can be celebrated within
Mass or outside it, at church or at home, whatever is
appropriate.

At the beginning of this article, I wrote that my experi-
ence of the celebration of viaticum is that it has not only
helped people in the process of dying, but also lightened
the process of grieving, for those who survive them. I
would like to share some thoughts on why this might be
so.

Grief is an experience of self, what I have lost, the dif-
ficult or painful emotions I feel. Grief centers me on
myself. While feeling and acknowledging emotional pain
is good and helpful, it often puts me in a spiral from which
it is hard to extricate myself. Notice how long some people
can grieve, and how inconsolable they can become. Add to
this our complicated relationship with death and dying,
and how the death of a loved one can trigger our uncon-
scious fears of our own death, and it is no wonder that
grief is such a powerful and altering experience.

In the celebration of viaticum, on the other hand, we
are focused on the other, on helping them prepare well for
death. In addition, the sacrament itself focusses us away
from ourselves toward Jesus, away from earth to heaven,
away from death to eternal life. In viaticum the person
renews her or his baptismal vows, reminding us that we
have already died, as St. Paul put it, in baptism, and
renewing our hope in eternal life.

Viaticum reminds us that death, while difficult, is ulti-
mately good. Think of Jesus’ words in John’s Gospel: “But
because I have said these things to you [that He is going
away], sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away;, for if
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I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you.”
(John 16:7)

The celebration of viaticum reminds us that, while we
can be sad that our loved one is going away, there is good in
it. He or she is heading toward the true fulfillment of his
or her life. If one genuinely loves another, what sorrow can
remain when one is contemplating the joy that the other
may soon experience? As St. Paul wrote to the church at
Thessalonica, “We would not have you ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not grieve
as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that

Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Thess 4:13-
14)

The celebration of the Church’s true “last rites” can
pull us out of ourselves to focus on the other, take our
minds from only thinking of earthly things to thinking of
heavenly things and renew our hope. I believe these things
can keep us from becoming overwhelmed by our grief and
shorten the grieving process.

Father Stephen Bankemper is pastor, St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ky

More than just a groundskeeper,
cemetery foremen provide comfort
and relief during times of grief

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent

After the loss of a loved one, the world may feel as
though it has been turned upside down — the next steps
becoming unclear. Questions need answered, arrange-
ments must be made, all while dealing with the waves of
grief that come with loss.

During the confusion and sadness that must be navigat-
ed there are few that hold the answers that serve as a guid-
ing light during this time of darkness. Providing the con-
solation and answers needed during such a time is the cor-
nerstone of cemetery foremen.

Brad Knochelmann, cemetery foreman at St. Stephen
Cemetery, Ft. Thomas, takes pride in providing this serv-
ice to grieving families. “It is a very rewarding experience
to be able to help families in their time of need. It can be a
difficult job, and at times a bit of a sad job, but it is definite-
ly a rewarding experience,” said Mr. Knochelmann.

Mr. Knochelmann is not alone in this sentiment. When
asked what makes his job so rewarding Ed Kruemplman,
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cemetery foreman from St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell,
said that “helping the people,” is the most rewarding part
of his job.

While the role of cemetery foreman exists largely to
support families in their time of need, their official
responsibilities do not end there. Foremen are also respon-
sible for the upkeep of the headstones, cemetery grounds
and gravesites, the burial of the deceased, and general
maintenance of the cemetery facilities.

“We do everything from start to finish. We meet with
the facilities, we maintain all the grounds, all the grave
spaces and headstones on the property We will go out and
prepare the grave space for the burial to have it ready, we
are even there to lead them when the funeral procession
comes in. We are right there to assist with the whole funer-
al process,” said Mr. Knochelmann.

The work of a cemetery foremen is multifaceted. From
manual labor, making sure the grounds are kept in order,
to being guidance to families in difficult times, the work of
a foremen is a crucial part of someone’s final moments.
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Catholic cemeteries are part of the ministry of
the Roman Catholic Church. Through the
Church, the Body of Christ, we are touched with
mercy, love, grace and goodness from the womb
to the tomb.

Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
baptized with water, anointed with oil,
nourished with the Body and Blood of the
Lord, touched with healing and love. Christ
himself shared not only our nature, but also

our very mortal bodies; therefore, we should ﬂr“ztgl:'::,e"
. . small and tender,
always treat human beings and their mortal : it oA WE

remains with respect, dignity and honor. ' <« remember,
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Navigating grief through tradition:
Finding hope and practical support

Chadwick Seiter, Attorney at Law
Contributor

Grief is a journey that touches us all, eventually. As an
elder law attorney, I've walked alongside many families
during their most challenging seasons, offering legal sup-
port and gaining valuable insights into grief.

Grief manifests uniquely for each person. One family
mourns a loved one lost too soon, another may struggle
with the gradual separation wrought by dementia and still
others face fractured relationships made poignant by life’s
end. These experiences often amplify the challenges of
estate planning, long-term care and probate. The Catholic
response to grief is rooted in both communal and personal
practices that help us navigate these trials.

Practical support is crucial during times of grief.
Estate planning is the foundational step to articulate your
wishes and ensure that your estate is distributed accord-
ing to your intentions. Creating a will or trust prevents

continue to be managed smoothly, preventing further
stress.

Placing a loved one into a long-term care facility is par-
ticularly challenging, both emotionally and financially.
The grief of parting with familiar routines and the guilt
that often accompanies this decision can be overwhelm-
ing. Proper long-term care Medicaid planning can help
families avoid exhausting their entire estate, ensuring
high-quality care without significant financial strain.
Even if planning hasn’t been completed before placement,
much can still be done to preserve assets at the eleventh
hour—or even after a loved one has been placed in such a
facility. As an elder law attorney, I've helped many families
secure their financial stability by using long-term care
Medicaid effectively while safeguarding their legacy.

The probate process is often perceived as a daunting
legal hurdle, but proper preparation can significantly
streamline it. Clearly outlining your estate with document-

peace of mind and allows loved ones to focus on grieving,
knowing that their affairs are in good order.

Grief is never easy, but solace can be found in faith, sup-
portive traditions and available resources. Seeking legal
guidance and planning carefully enables us to care for our
loved ones while protecting their legacy. As we navigate
the challenges of mourning, let us remember that every
family’s grief is unique, but practical assistance and
preparation can help ease the burden. Together, we can
ensure that our loved ones receive the care they deserve
while preserving what they worked so hard to build.

Chadwick Seiter; in partnership with Matthew L. Darpel,
is dedicated to serving the Northern Kentucky community at
Darpel Elder Law in Crestview Hills. Chad is a proud alum-
nus of St. Henry District High School, the University of
Kentucky, and Chase College of Law This advertiser article
was submitted by Darpel Elder Law

unnecessary disputes and simplifies the process for your ed Dbeneficiaries and
beneficiaries, easing their burden during an already chal- guardianship decisions
lenging time. It’s also important to prepare power of attor- will help minimize compli-
ney documents that grant someone financial and health- cations and legal disputes
care authority if you’re incapacitated. This step ensures during this sensitive time.
that bills, taxes, healthcare decisions and other obligations This preparation provides
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Grief and aging at the St.Charles
Senior Resource Center

Margie Volpenhein
Contributor

Life is a journey marked by change, and as we grow older, significant events involving
loss become more frequent— the loss of friends and family members, the loss of inde-
pendence, and cherished relationships. The grief that can accompany these losses may;,
over time, take a toll on our mental, emotional and physical health and wellbeing.

As I witnessed my own 90 year old father suffer the loss of independence, the loss of
his bride of over 50 years, the loss of his cherished roles as husband and provider, I real-
ized that the grief accompanying these losses can have a significant impact, but more
importantly, I have come to understand that allowing my dad time and space to grieve in
his own way and being a listening ear for him are the most important ways for me to help.
Through this personal experience, I have come to also realize that many other seniors in
our community have these same needs. In my role at St. Charles Senior Resource Center,
T am privileged to minister in helping to address these needs.

In addition to providing education related to available resources, the Center also helps
to alleviate worries that seniors have when they lack necessities, such as personal care
items and equipment that many cannot afford. The Center’s staff receives calls daily
from seniors and their families with tough questions and a variety of needs. The staff
consider themselves blessed to have the opportunity to minister through patient listen-
ing, timely assistance and most of all, through compassionate understanding.

The St. Charles Senior Resource Center’s services are free of charge. Whether you
need guidance, support or just someone to listen, they are there for you. You can reach St.
Charles Resource Center by phone, email or by stopping in at the Center, located at 3705
Winston Ave., Latonia, Ky. The Center is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.
through 4:30 p.m. The phone number is (859) 261-0746, and the e-mail address is at
Seniorresource@stcharlescommunity.org.

This advertiser article was submitted by St. Charles Senior Resource Center.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY MONUMENT
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Memorial Day called areminder ton

Jennifer Barton
OSV News

The inception of Memorial Day goes back to the blood-
iest conflict in U.S. history, when Americans slaughtered
their countrymen by the thousands in single-day battles —
the Civil War.

Even prior to the end of the war; civilians — particular-
ly women — in both the North and the South began deco-
rating gravesites in honor of those lost in the deadliest
days the nation has ever seen.

In the years following, numerous cities on both sides of
the conflict began holding “Decoration Day” services at
various times throughout the year, honoring military ser-
vicemen from any war. This gradually came to be called
Memorial Day. These celebrations eventually merged into
a nationally recognized holiday falling on May 30, before
being codified into law in 1968 to fall on the last Monday of
May.

People still uphold this practice of remembering and
praying for loved ones who have died.

“Most people visit the cemetery one time a year and
that’s Memorial Day;” stated Casey Miller, executive direc-
tor of Divine Mercy Funeral Home and Catholic Cemetery
in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Miller and his staff are dedicated to presenting immac-
ulate grounds when families come out to honor their
departed loved ones. They provide flags at both entrances
to the cemetery for families to place at the gravesites of
veterans.

Memorial Day is “for everyone who’s departed — mili-
tary, nonmilitary, moms, dads, children,” stated Miller.

Typically, it is intended as a time to honor those soldiers
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their country,
though any veteran who served in a military branch for at
least two years is eligible for a military funeral.

When a veteran’s family makes funeral arrangements
for their loved one at Divine Mercy, Miller’s team arranges
for military honors for that person, he told Today’s
Catholic, newspaper of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend. “That’s a burden we take off the family.”

The honor guard he usually contacts is the American
Legion Post 241 in Fort Wayne. John Smeltzer is the honor
guard director for the post, and it is his duty to set up the
veteran-comprised guard for each military funeral that
they are called to serve.

“Ilove what I do. We feel it’s our duty to do that for fallen
veterans,” he said.

Some honor guards will only serve certain branches of
the service, but Smeltzer is proud that his post will honor
any veteran with the proper respect and formality due to
them. “We are there for the veteran.”

The honor guard itself is “a team of eight people: the
commander, chaplain, bugler, rifle commander and four
riflemen” who carry M1-Al carbines, the weapon typically
used by soldiers in World War II and the Korean War.

After the commander recounts the veteran’s time in the
service and the chaplain recites a prayer over him or her,
the commander issues the call for the riflemen to render a
three-volley salute.

Then the U.S. flag that has draped the service member’s
coffin is folded and presented to the closest family member
with the words: “On behalf of the president of the United
States, (service branch) and a grateful nation, please
accept this flag as a symbol of our appreciation for your
loved one’s honorable and faithful service.” The family is
presented with a ceremonial brass shell casing.

This is probably the most emotional part for families.
Smeltzer remarked, “Some people break down, others are
pretty stoic.”

Miller also has witnessed many such military funerals
and the reactions of families.

“What I find is it’s different for older people versus
younger people,” he said. “For older people that have lived
through wars ... there’s a certain respect when it comes to
the honor guard or the military service that you recognize
the sacrifice that that individual made of their early life to
serve and protect our freedoms. Younger people, however,
I find that it’s a learning experience — and a good one, at
that.”

He described younger generations seeing “the folding of
the flag and hear ‘Taps’ being played and it drives home the
sacrifices that they haven’t experienced or seen firsthand
... and it brings home that that person gave up two years

ation ‘we better protect’ our freedom
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CNS photo/Kevin Lamarque, Reuters

A member of the U.S. Armed Forces places flags in front of headstones at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington,

Va., May 27, 2021.

plus of their life for our
freedoms and we better
protect it, and we better
show respect for that indi-
vidual.”

Vince LaBarbera, for-
mer director of communi-
cations for the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, is
amember of a group called
Buglers Across America.
Founded in 2000, Buglers
Across America’s purpose
is to honor every fallen vet-
eran with the proper cere-
mony due to him or her by
having an in-person bugler
at funerals.

In an article for The
Waynedale News, a local
paper, LaBarbera said he
was a student at Central
Catholic High School in
Fort Wayne in the 1950s
when he began playing
“Taps” for funerals.

As a member of the
school band, the school’s
principal at the time, Msgr.
William Lester, requested
that LaBarbera play
“Reveille” during the
morning announcements.

“As part of the privilege
of sitting first chair in the
trumpet section, it was my
honor to often play ‘Taps’
at the burial of a military
service veteran,” he said.
An American Legion
honor guard would drive
him to various cemeteries,
where he would play the
melody, then return him to
school.

“Not only was it an
honor, of course, but I was
thrilled to get out of classes
for a couple of hours,” he
joked.

LEWIN MONUMENT

Family owned and operated
since 1948, we strive to create

high quality, everlasting
memories for our customers
loved ones to live on for
eternity.
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Memorial Cleaning
Engraved Glassware and Bottles
Landscaping and Address Stones
Brick Paver Engraving
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Mother Seton a‘seeker, servant and saint’
more relevant than ever, says shrine director

Gina Christian
OSV News

The first canonized saint born in the U.S. is nearing her
250th birthday — and she’s more relevant than ever, said
the executive director of her national shrine.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, foundress of the Sisters of
Charity of St. Joseph and a pioneer in Catholic education
in the U.S., was “one of us” who “walked on the ground
where we walk,” Rob Judge of the National Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Maryland, told OSV
News.

The shrine marked the saint’s Jan. 4 feast day with a tel-
evised Mass celebrated at its basilica by Auxiliary Bishop
Bruce A. Lewandowski of Baltimore. The feast day also
kicked off a two-year commemoration of both Mother
Seton’s milestone birthday and the 50th anniversary of her
canonization, which will fall in 2025.

The two-year commemoration features several events
connected to the National Eucharistic Revival, launched in
2022 by the U.S. bishops to increase devotion to Jesus
Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist.

The eastern route of the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage — one of four that will be traveled from May 17
to July 21, converging at the July 21-24 National
Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis — has been named
for the saint. From June 5-6, the Seton shrine will host the
pilgrims for two days of prayer, worship and acts of chari-
ty, with a Mass to be celebrated by Archbishop William E.
Lori of Baltimore.

During the pilgrims’ visit, the shrine will debut a new
short film on the saint, detailing how the Eucharist led
Mother Seton, raised a devout Episcopalian, to come into
full Catholic communion.

That Eucharistic devotion, along with a deep trust in

God’s providence, .
defined an extraordi-
nary woman whose
sanctity “came about by
doing very ordinary
things, but ordered
towards God,” said
Judge, citing the “every-
day experiences” of joy
and suffering that
shaped Mother Seton
throughout her life.

OSV News photo, CNS file
A youthful St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton,
the first native-born
American to be canon-
ized, is portrayed in
this painting by Joseph
Dawley. A widowed
mother of five, she
founded the Sisters of
Charity. Her Jan. 4
feast day in 2024 kicked
off a two-year com-
memoration of both
Mother Seton’s mile-
stone birthday and the
50th anniversary of her
canonization, which
will fall in 2025.
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Mother Seton was born as Elizabeth Ann Bayley in
New York City Aug. 28, 1774, to a prominent Episcopalian
family. Her mother died when she was 3, and as a teen, the
future saint “felt a lot of loneliness,” Judge said.

She “fell madly in love” with — and at age 19 married
— William Magee Seton, said Judge. However, the wealthy
shipping magnate’s death from tuberculosis in 1803 left
her a widow with five children. (Her daughter Anna would
succumb to the disease in 1812.) In Italy, where the Seton
family had been residing at the time of William’s death,
Elizabeth Ann Seton discovered Catholicism, and after
returning to the U.S. embraced the full faith in 1805.

The ensuing years were difficult, but Mother Seton per-
sisted in the belief that “God had a plan for her life,” said
Judge. In 1809, Mother Seton relocated to Emmitsburg and
founded her religious congregation — the first community
for women religious established in the U.S. — as well as St.
Joseph’s Academy and Free School.

Mother Seton died of tuberculosis in 1821, having
“lived her life with purpose, very simply,” said Judge. “God
did beautiful things with her ‘yes’ (to his will).”

Canonized in 1975 by St. Paul VI, Mother Seton contin-
ues to resonate with American Catholics, with many
parishes and schools named after her, said Judge. She is
also venerated as the patron saint of grief and mourners.

At the same time, younger generations “don’t necessar-
ily know a lot about her, and they’re eager to learn more,”
said Judge, who spoke with OSV News on Mother Seton’s
feast day while hosting an exhibit on her life and legacy at
SEEK24, an annual Catholic youth and young adult confer-
ence in St. Louis, Missouri.

Judge summed up Mother Seton as a “seeker, servant
and saint.”

“We have people coming up to our booth and saying,
‘She’s my confirmation saint,”” said Judge. “And young
women are coming up and saying, ‘She’s my girl.””

This article has been edited by Messenger staff.

Whom to call

Kelly Linkugel, Administrative assistant, Diocesan
Cemeteries, (859) 392-1585

St. Mary Cemetery, (859) 414-2204

St. John Cemetery, (859) 414-2380

St. Stephen Cemetery, (859) 414-2567

St. Joseph Cemetery, Cold Spring, (859) 414-2567
St. Joseph Cemetery, Wilder, Ed (859) 4142380

Pre-planning in the Diocese of Covington

Pre-planning for burial occurs before you or a loved one
has passed away, and oftentimes is necessary so that the
deceased can be buried in the most suitable area. Some
people like to pick a spot near family or friends, while oth-
ers may prioritize a “nice” or “scenic” part of the ceme-
tery of their choosing — and others may prefer a niche or
an urn or placement in a mausoleum as opposed to a stan-
dard casket burial. All of these decisions come as a part of
pre-planning.

In the Diocese of Covington, pre-planning begins by
reaching out to the specific cemetery yourself or a loved
one is interested in, or by calling the Curia Buildings &
Properties office. From there, arrangements can be made
based on individual needs and availability within the
cemetery of choice.

Services
Offered:

Mausoleum

Lawn Crypts

Grave Lots

Cremation Niches

Ask about our
New Economical
Payment Plan
for burial services

If you have not provided a family burial place and agree that before-need
planning is the logical solution, call us for more information.

Our staff can answer all your questions. 431-0614

~ Sharing a lifetime of
memories.

"0.
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?
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Dobbling, Muehlenkamp-Erschell

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

For Patrick Dobbling and Colin Muehlenkamp, Dobbling, Muehlenkamp & Erschell Funeral
Homes is more than a place they come to work. It is a place where they help families through
the most difficult of times. When you endure a loss, it’s comforting to know you have the
personal attention of our families assisting with your needs. Dobbling, Muehlenkamp &

Erschell Funeral Homes have been helping Northern Kentucky families through the most
difficult times for over a hundred years. Why not talk to us today about pre-planning your
arrangements? We'll help you make the choices that are best for you...and your loved ones.

Our families serving your families for generations.

Dobbling, Muehlenkamp & Erschell Funeral Homes | Bellevue 491.4500 | Newport 261.8093
Dobbling Funeral Homes | Ft. Thomas 441.1730
Muehlenkamp-Erschell Funeral Homes | Ft. Thomas 441.5500

www.demefuneral.com
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Catechetical Awards return

(Continued from page 21)

Alexandria and a middle school religion teacher at St.
Joseph School, Cold Spring.

The Outstanding Junior High Teacher/Catechist award
was awarded to Karen Rabe, the seventh-grade evening
religion teacher at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright. Ms. Rabe
began in 2008, volunteering when a seventh-grade teacher
was needed. Following Ms. Rabe, Megan Abbott, a member
of the Notre Dame Academy Religion Department,
received the Outstanding Senior High Teacher/Catechist
award.

Four individuals received the next award, called the
Outstanding Catechetical Leader Award. First to be award-
ed was Joanie Lecoy, a recently retired Curia employee and
a catechist at Sts. Boniface and James Parish, Ludlow, for
over 14 years. Her fellow awardees were Veronica
Schweitzer, the spiritual and academic leader of St.
Anthony School, Taylor Mill, Rosanne Thomas, parish-
ioner and DRE at Blessed Sacrament Parish and Janet
Wadsworth, a teacher at Immaculate Heart of Mary

Parish, Burlington.

Ashley Marshall, who runs youth group twice a month
on Sundays at St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood, as well as runs
small faith groups for middle school students and high
school sports and adoration nights at Covington Catholic
High School, was awarded Outstanding Youth Minister.

Lisa Faulhaber, a parishioner at St. Joseph Parish,
Camp Springs and Chris Holmes, from St. Cecilia Parish,
Independence, were both awarded the Outstanding
Catholic Retreat Minister.

Jeanne Hicks was the recipient of an award new to this
year’s Catechetical Awards, the Outstanding Homeschool
Educator award. A parishioner at St. Catherine of Siena
Parish, Ft. Thomas, Ms. Hicks was nominated for this
same award by five different people. Jeanne has been
involved with homeschooling for more than 20 years and is
involved in education and catechesis in her parish.

The final award of the evening was the Sister Ann
Adele Fritz Catechetical Award, which was initiated in
1998 to honor the memory of Sister Ann Adele Fritz, a
Notre Dame Sister and former director of Religious

Education at St. Joseph Parish in Cold Spring at the time
of her death.

“The recipients of this award remind us that we are all
called to be joyful witnesses to Jesus Christ,” according to
the evening’s program, “They are willing to make personal
sacrifices so that others may come to know and love Jesus,
all the while ministering in his name. They embody what
it means to be a missionary disciple.”

Recipients were Paula Fritz, the RCIA/OCIA coordina-
tor at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright, in 2012, Patricia Pope,
St. Henry Parish, Elsmere and Vincent Zwick, a lifelong
parishioner and lay volunteer at Sts. Boniface and James
Parish, Ludlow.

At the end of the evening, Bishop Iffert thanked all in
attendance.

“We haven’t been able to have this kind of a recognition
banquet for a few years because of COVID,” he said. “We
missed that, and it makes it all the more meaningful and

joyful for us tonight ... to be able to thank and acknowledge
all the great witness and work that you do ... Thank you so
very much for that.”

The dignity and vocation of women

(Continued from page 4)

depth in his apostolic letter where he lays out the several

callings given to women and how both biological and spir-
itual motherhood are consequential and necessary — but

it is perhaps his Letter to Women in 1995 that puts it more
concisely.

In this letter, Pope John Paul II calls upon women to
participate in “every area of life — social, economic, cul-
tural, artistic, and political,” and he suggests that a
“greater presence of women in society will prove most
valuable,” for “it will help to manifest the contradictions
present when society is organized solely according to the
criteria of efficiency and productivity, and it will force
systems to be redesigned in a way which favors the
processes of humanization, which mark the ‘civilization
of love.”

His words get to the heart of how the church views
women. While traditionalists, conservatives and often
Catholics, may be tempted to dismiss “feminism” out of

hand, Pope John Paul II reminds us that
women are in fact equal in dignity and
called to all sorts of vocations and involvement. Their
womanhood, their feminine genius and their maternity
— things often seen as weaknesses by radical and secular
feminism — are, in fact, strengths. Women, by their very
maternal nature are assets to every part of society, as
long as we don’t deny our female nature, but embrace it.

Although biological motherhood and stay-at-home par-
enthood are perfectly wonderful — and perhaps among
the most vital — vocations, Pope John Paul IT and the
church, are clear: the “diabolical lie” is not that women
are meant to be in the corporate world, but that their
womanhood does not matter in the corporate world.

The “diabolical lie” of feminism is that women have
nothing unique to offer to society that differs from what
men offer, rather than assets, intrinsically linked to their
womanhood, that make them essential to every area of
life.

We can’t reduce Catholic thought on how women do

that to a shallow, bumper-sticker observation on a single
woman'’s vocation, nor can we say that “life” begins for
women when they become wives and mothers. Certainly,
for me, despite years in the workforce, and my position
writing to you now, raising my children remains the most
significant job of my life. It is, as many women know, the
greatest job I could have hoped for.

But that is not to say that my life only began at their
birth. As humans, made in the image of God, our lives
begin the moment we come into existence as an individ-
ual thought of our Creator, and there are as many plans,
purposes and vocations as there are people.

That is, of course, very hard to fit in a commencement
speech.

Emily Zanotti is a humor writer and political communi-
cator who focuses on the joys and trials of life as a Catholic
mother. She lives in Nashville, Tennessee with her husband,
three children, two cats and four chickens. Her column has
been provided by OSV News.

ST.AUGUSTINE'S
SUMMER FESTIVAL

J- llpm
1839 Euclid Ave
Covington, KY 41014
Buy Raffle Tickets Now!

Silent Auction Online
staugustines.net/summer-festival

Cold beer
Ken-Ducky Downs
Kid's Games
Kona Ice
Live Music
Big Card Poker
§10,000 Major Raffle

The wondrous mystery

(Continued from page 5)

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity calls us back
to the true center of reality itself and to the central grace
of the life of faith. As we confront a growing number of
false gods, the abundant ideologies of personal disinte-
gration, and rapacious narcissism as a norm, we must be
anchored in the eternally real and true. As St. Paul teach-
es us: “For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you received a Spirit of adoption,
through whom we cry, Abba, Father!” The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ...”

It is in living as joint heirs of Christ we find our des-
tiny and fulfillment as human persons. As God has made
his very being a total offering to us, we pray, O Most Holy
Trinity, that you might “make of us an eternal offering to
you.”

Father Phillip W, DeVous is the pastor of St. Charles
Borromeo Parish, Flemingsburg and St. Rose of Lima
Parish, May'’s Lick, Ky

RESIORED
RIST
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www.covcathedral.com/restored-in-christ
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For all employees and
volunteers of the Diocese of
Covington who in any way
provide a safe environment
for children.

Step 1: Contact
parish/school institution
leader to review the Policies
and Procedures and fill out the
Application and Acceptance
Forms.

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org
and click on Registration.
Follow the prompts to create
an account and to request a
background check.
Selection.com is a secure site;
the background check is post-
ed on your account and you
receive a copy if you request it

during the registration process.
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Protecting God’s Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

You will sign up for a VIRTUS
training class during theregis-
tration.

www.virtusonline.org,
enter you user id and
password. If your account is
suspended contact your
primary location where you
volunteer or are employed.
Your primary location contact
information is found under
your Contact Tab.

Step 3: Your account
becomes active when your
background check, VIRTUS
session and Acceptance Form
are posted on your account.
You will receive 12

bulletins per year. You will
receive e-mail notices at
system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks
them.

VIRTUS Training:
B Tuesday, June 18,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Bulletins: Auditorium, Covington
B May bulletin: posted Sunday,

May 6; due Tuesday, June 4.
H Tuesday, June 18,

6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Thursday, July 18,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Thursday, July 18,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Tuesday, July 30,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Tuesday, July 30,
6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B \Wednesday, Aug. 7,
6-8 :30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

B Tuesday, Aug. 27,
6:30-9 p.m., St. Francis Xavier
Parish, parish hall, Falmouth

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access
your account, contact your
parish, school or institution.

For other difficulties, contact
Marylu Steffen at

(859) 392-1500

or msteffen@covdio.org

B \Wednesday, Aug. 7,
9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

- All Types of Drains

s Problem Lines

- Preventive Maintenance

« Sump Pump Lines

» Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

4+ French Drains + Downspout
+ Catch Basins Extensions
4+ Custom Patio Design and Build

4 Full Driveway
Replacement

EXCAVATING - LAND CLEARING - BOBCAT WORK
RETAINING WALLS — CULVERTS — GRAVEL DRIVES
SEWER LINE AND WATER LINE REPLACEMENT

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Residential
Commercial

(859) 815-0779

St. Barbara Parishioner

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #M04784

PLUMBING - HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

/Sft:‘lllnfe\l ler
Knochelmann .

Plumbing - Heating - Air

The Family Owned Gompany

ﬁmen’m s Choice in Homecare.

Mbm%An gels!

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

y 6

|\ Owners .
Lisa & Kris

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

! Knochelmann

WARC ELE

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS © HEATING SYSTEMS © AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS

* New installations * Repair all makes and models
* Clean & Service ¢ Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 o -~ = ﬂYORK

|NSTALL CONFIDENCE
www.arcelechvac.com

Missed an edition
of the Messenger?
Current and back issues of
the Messenger
are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

BLAU

MECHANICAL, INC.
Heating & Piping
Hot Water Steam Vapor
1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159

TREE SPECIALIST

Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding

Fully Insured

Call or Text (859) 308-9843

Call Chuck at the Messenger
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1572

RA\mE\Iflnancial

859-415-0991
Guiding You
Through Retirement

541 Buttermilk Pike, Ste. 108
Crescent Springs, KY 41017
www.rawefinancialgroup.com
randyrawe@rawefinancialgroup.com

A

Randy, Linda, Eric & Jessica

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/ SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.




20 May 24, 2024

Messenger

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ASSEMBLER

A company in Florence, KY with more than 30 Years of
experience producing medical products for veterinarians is
seeking workers for permanent full and part-time positions.
This production position involves the assembly and packaging

of lightweight items in a clean room environment. Candidate
must be detail oriented, able to handle small parts, and
dependable.

Please email resume or work history to Tammy Gillespie at
tgillespie@milaint.com

Marco Island, FL

3-min. walk to beach. 1st floor fully furnished 2BR,

& bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com
or (859) 801-8691 for pricing, pictures & availability.

View at EarlFranksFlooringFacebook.com

ADVERTISING SALES

Due to an upcoming retirement, the Diocese of
Covington is seeking a full-time ad salesperson for
its official newspaper, the Messenger, beginning in
May. The successful candidate will be a practicing,
knowledgeable Roman Catholic who will be an
excellent representative of the newspaper and the
diocese. The successful candidate will be ready to
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, has
some previous sales experience, works well as a
team member, is attentive to detail, and will be
energetic in serving existing customers as well as
expanding sales to new customers. Interested
candidates are asked to e-mail a letter of interest
and a résumé outlining sales experience and other
qualifications to

Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

lmmacula_#e
(Conception

Catholic Church

SEEKING DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
AND LITURGY

Immaculate Conception is a large, vibrant and welcoming
Roman Catholic community ministering to over 800
households/2000 members in the quaint, historic city of

La Grange, Kentucky. We are prayerfully searching for a
full-time Director of Music and Liturgy. The Director of Music
and Liturgy plans music, directs the choir, schedules and
trains cantors, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and sacristans
for all liturgies. Church has a Walker organ, Baldwin piano,
Yamaha Clavinova and sound system. The parish can offer a
competitive salary that will be accompanied by a full
benefits package including medical/dental insurance and a
matching 401K. If interested, please submit a curriculum
vitae and references to: monica.breitholle@iclagrange.org.

HOUSE CLEANING

lsn't it time you come clean? We don't cut
corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.

Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
Parish invites qualified individuals to apply for the
position of Pastoral Associate. The Pastoral Associate
fulfills a role integral to the life and effective
functioning of the Parish and its ministries,
partnering with the Rector of the Cathedral to
provide overall leadership and direction for faith
formation. Responsibilities will include assisting in
the process and implementation of the Parish
Pastoral Plan; meeting and consulting with parish
committees and teams; communicating and
coordinating with parishioners, groups, and other
parishes within the deanery; direct pastoral care of
parishioners; adult faith formation; Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults; children’s religious
education; and diocesan Safe Environment
requirements. Preference will be given to candidates
with prior experience, and with at least an
undergraduate degree in pastoral ministry, religious
education, theology, or a closely related field.
Prospective candidates may send a cover letter and
comprehensive resume, including compensation
history and references with email contacts, to

Very Reverend Ryan Maher, V.F. by email

to rmaher@covdio.org, or by mail

to 1101 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011.

SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT

Lakeside Park. 2 Bedrooms, Garage, and Equipped
Kitchen. No Pets. Water and Sanitation included.
$1200 per month. Excellent condition

Call Tom @ 859-380-7738

CAREGIVER
Looking for a caregiver to help with disabled wife. She is
wheelchair bound. Needs help with daily activities and
companionship. Full or part time, Mon. through Fri. 8am
to 4 pm. We are also flexible with hours. In Hebron.
Call Mike 513-314-5728 or
email michaelbar1962@yahoo.com

FOR RENT IN EDGEWOOD

Deluxe Duplex Apartment for Rent in Edgewood.

Spacious 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, equipped kitchen,
garage. No pets $1095/ month rent

Call 859-866-1691

Pregnancy Services of Northern Kentucky

Part-Time Center Assistant
Assist center director in daily operations, meet
with clients and help ensure quality of services.

Cold Spring, 30 hrs/wk, Mon-Thurs  [a]3 LHE
= —

Scan code or send resume to f‘é’%
"]

info@carenetnky.org. By

BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY
FOREMAN

St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption Parish and
the Diocese of Covington invite qualified individuals to apply for
the full-time position of Buildings and Property Foreman. We
require a motivated, personable self-starter with the ability to direct
others, who possesses practical maintenance and mechanical skills
and abilities. Knowledge and/or experience with plumbing,
electrical, carpentry, mechanical maintenance, painting, and general
safety procedures are essential elements of the job. This position
will have the maintenance and upkeep responsibility for the
majority of the Cathedral Square properties, including the
Cathedral Basilica and its grounds, the Cathedral Rectory, the
Cathedral Parish offices, the Diocesan Curia offices, and St. Mary's
Park. The Foreman will lead, direct, and supervise other
maintenance and custodial staff in scheduled and unscheduled
activities related to the ongoing functioning and usage of the
properties. The workweek will ordinarily be Monday through
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. However, the nature of the position
may require the Foreman to occasionally work outside of that
schedule, in order to repair, or to arrange repair for, something that
breaks or malfunctions and needs immediate attention. Interested
candidates may contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR by email at
skoplyay@covdio.org to apply.

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY

CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Good Job Remodeling LLC

and Handﬁrman
Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

FOR SALE
2006 Cadillac DTS - Diamond white; loaded;

clean; 135,000 miles. $5500
call (614) 563-9151

Call the Messenger
for information on placing your ad
in the Classified Advertisements.

(859) 392-1572
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(above) Bishop John Iffert stands for a picture with
catechetical award recipients.

(above right) Father Ryan Ruiz, S.L.D., dean of the
School of Theology at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary was
the keynote speaker for the 2024 Catechetical
Leadership Awards.

(right) Rosanne Thomas, a retiring catechist and DRE
at Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell, receives
flowers from Father Suraj Abraham, parochial vicar.
Ms. Thomas was a recipient of the Outstanding
Catechetical Leader Award.

(far right) Karen Rabe, from St. Agnes Parish, Ft.
Wright, accepts the Outstanding Junior High Catechist
Awards from Bishop Iffert.

Catechetical Awards return from hiatus, honor le

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

After a several year hiatus post-COVID, the Diocese of
Covington Office of Catechesis and Evangelization’s
Catechetical Leadership Awards returned with a 2024 cer-
emony, May 16. The well-attended event was held in Bishop
Howard Memorial Auditorium in the Covington Curia,
and 18 catechists from across the diocese were recognized
for their contributions and work in their schools, parishes
and community.

The event’s keynote speaker, Father Ryan Ruiz, S.LL.D.,
dean of the School of Theology at Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary, emphasized the importance of “wisdom and
truth in leadership,” sharing the stories and witnesses of

TR

MECHANICAL, INC.

“A Wischer Family Company™

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

» Electric

+ Plumbing

. Heaﬂ'ng&

+ Air Conditioning

Residential Service Experts Since 1987

JEFF & CHERYL SISKA 859-816-7910
AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — ESTATE & COLLECTIONS BUYER
WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING...

o COSTUME JEWELRY © BEER & LIQUOR SIGNS & LIGHTS
. éLlfé]?r Boxces s * COINS & PAPER MONEY
. MACHIN * ROOKWOQD & ROSEVILLE POTTERY
« FENTON GLASS o HOLDAY ITEMS INC YARD DECOR,
= ADVERTISING SIGNS CERAMIC CHRISTMAS TREES, &
» LICENSE PLATES ORNAMENTS
. g%:g%%% %R JLLJJC?(SS * REDS & SPORTING ITEMS BEFORE 1974
+ MUSICALINSTRUMENTS . ® TOYS & BANKS BEFORE 1980
® FIREKING & PYREX MIXING BOWLS
e HADLEY & BYBEE 2 OVENWARE

* LEGOS
WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES—WE BUY COMPLETE
& PARTIAL ESTATES AS WELL AS COMPLETE COLLECTIONS!

‘ S
. . )

St. Scholastica and St. Benedict, St. Augustine and the
Holy Family in Nazareth as a kind of “school.”

The award ceremony began by recognizing recipients
of the Outstanding Early Childhood Teacher/Catechist
Award. Recipients were Sheree Kelly, who has been teach-
ing fourth grade in the Parish Religious Education
Program (PREP) at St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs,
for 25 years and Michael Witt, the fourth-grade evening
religion teacher at St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright.

May 24, 2024 21

Baker photos

i

aders in catechesis

The second award was the Outstanding Middle School
Teacher/Catechist award, awarded firstly to Deacon Adam
Feinauer, the fifth grade evening religion teacher at St.
Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright. Other recipients of this award
were Sharon Phillips, who has contributed 29 years of
service to St. Patrick School, Maysville and 35 years overall
as a teacher in Catholic Schools, as well as Don Zengel, the
fifth-grade catechist at St. Mary of the Assumption Parish,

(Continued on page 18)

Serior Resowrce Cerder

Established by the St. Charles Community

A little help can make
a big difference.

3705 Winston Ave, Latonia KY
(859) 261-0746
seniorresource@stchariescommunity.org

Listening.
Caring.
Helping.
Providing the
tools for seniors
and families to
navigate aging
services.
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Acts of spiritual Communion

Father Luke Spannagel
USCCB

When we looked at the guidelines
for receiving Communion, we noted
that there are several circumstances
where a person might not be able to
receive Jesus truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament, such as some-
one who doesn’t share the Catholic
faith or belief in the gift of Jesus in
the Eucharist; someone who does
believe but is unable to receive
because of illness; someone who is
living outside the moral teaching of
the Church; or someone who needs
to partake of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation before receiving
Communion. For many in these situ-
ations, abstaining from receiving
the Holy Eucharist can be a great
sacrifice. What should we do when
we aren’t able to receive the greatest
possible gift in the world?

In the “Source and Summit of the
Christian life,” we encounter Jesus,
God with us, who offers us the great-
est gift we could ever receive: him-
self. Without question, not being
able to receive Communion can be
an incredible challenge and sacri-
fice. The fact that this is a hard sacri-
fice is a good thing! The difficulty
shows us where our hearts really are
and that we understand the truth of
the Eucharist. If we didn’t believe
Jesus was really present, this sacrifice wouldn’t be nearly
as hard to offer. Besides the genuine reverence we show for
the sacrament, not being able to receive can offer us a
unique opportunity to become even more aware of God’s
presence in our lives and his call for us to turn away from
sin and allow his grace to work in our lives. For those who
are longing for the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist,
this time also offers the opportunity to practice making a
“Spiritual Communion” to unite with Jesus in the
Eucharist.

What is Spiritual Communion? As the Guidelines for
Reception of Holy Communion state: “All who are not
receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in
their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord
Jesus and with one another” (United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, 1996). This practice is called a Spiritual
Communion. While reception of Holy Communion is
incredibly significant and our fullest participation in the
Mass, those who are not able to receive the Eucharist
sacramentally can unite themselves spiritually to Christ
through prayer. We can still pray and thank God in that
moment for the wonderful love of Jesus and his saving sac-
rifice. We can acknowledge through prayer that we believe
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Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist. We can express
true longing from our hearts that we will be able to receive
the Eucharist in the future. We can express the desire in
the moment of being able to receive graces from Jesus in
the Eucharist, even though we are unable to receive him
sacramentally. So, those who cannot receive Communion
can still gain spiritual fruit from the Mass, uniting them-
selves to Christ through desire and prayer.

At various times in our Church history, Spiritual
Communion was really more the norm than the exception.
Many saints lived during eras when reception of
Communion was very rare, arising from many factors
such as the legality of Christianity, the availability of
priests, or a humble sense of unworthiness to receive our
Lord. In his book The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Father
Michael Muller talks about spiritual union with the Mass
even from a distance: “It is well for those who can do so in
the course of the morning to retire to their room nearly at
the time which they know to be the hour when the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass is being offered in the Church, and,
after having implored the grace of God, to perform with
recollection and fervor the duty of religion, to kneel down
before the Crucifix, and with all the sentiments of devo-
tion possible to unite heart and soul to the Heart of Jesus
in the holy Mass, and then read or say the same prayers
which they would have said had they been actually present
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in the church, never N
forgettingtomakethe
spiritual Communion, w2
which may be made in L
any place, and at any
hour of the day or night”
(The Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass, p. 392).

Spiritual Communion allows us all to be participating
in the prayer of the Mass, either from our pew or from a
distance. If you are unable to receive the Eucharist, just
after the priest receives Communion (at what would be the
normal time people come forward for Communion), you
can tell Jesus in your heart of your desire to receive him.
This can be in your own words or, if you prefer, this com-
monly known prayer from St. Alphonsus Liguori:

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed
Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire You in
my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally;
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though You
were already there, I embrace You and unite myself wholly
to You. Let me not be ever separated from You. Amen.”

Our faith tells us that, by the grace of Christ, we will
navigate the challenges of our lives. Let’s unite ourselves
in mind and heart to Jesus this day, trusting in him and his
love for us!
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New EPA standards may help ensure

a basic right to safe water

WASHINGTON — “Access to safe drinkable water,” Pope
Francis said in his milestone 2015 ecological encyclical
“Laudato Si’,” “is a basic and universal human right, since it is
essential to human survival and, as such, is a condition for the

exercise of other human rights.” Approximately 2.2 billion peo-

ple worldwide don’t have regular access to clean water. Among
them are 46 million Americans with no running water, or
water that’s unsafe to drink. On April 10, those statistics
expanded even further — but with an accompanying promise
of decline — as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
issued the first-ever national, legally enforceable drinking
water standards to protect Americans from exposure to per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, also known as ‘forev-
er chemicals.”” “The final rule will reduce PFAS exposure for
approximately 100 million people, prevent thousands of deaths,
and reduce tens of thousands of serious illnesses,” announced
the EPA. The new EPA drinking water standards “will save
lives and protect the health of our and future generations; and
go even further to protect our children today: This ruling will
reduce suffering and upholds and protects the common good,”
said Anna Johnson, North America senior programs manager
for the Laudato Si’ Movement. The EPA ruling is expected to
face legal challenges.

New York upholds abortion coverage

mandate; Albany Diocese to appeal

ALBANY, N.Y. — The Diocese of Albany said May 21 it
planned to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court after New York’s
highest court ruled the Empire State can continue to require
companies with health insurance plans to cover what it called
medically necessary abortions. The Diocese of Albany, along-
side other religious groups, challenged the regulation, arguing
its exemption for religious employers was too narrow and
could force some employers to violate their religious beliefs.
“While we respect the decision issued today by the New York
State Court of Appeals we will again seek review by the United
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States Supreme Court of this critical challenge to religious
freedom by filing a timely petition for a Writ of Certiorari,” a
statement from the diocese said. “The United States Supreme
Court previously granted our petition for a Writ of Certiorari
on this constitutional challenge and vacated the New York
lower court decision with a remand direction for further
review.” The challengers argued that the original regulation
was intended to exempt employers with religious objections,
however, it was later narrowed to cover religious groups that
primarily teach religion and mostly serve and hire only those
who share their faith. In effect, groups such as Catholic
Charities, which seek to serve those in need regardless of their
faith, wouldn’t qualify.

Pope calls Texas’ suit targeting

Catholic nonprofit ‘madness’

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis called Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton’s attempt to shut down El Paso’s
Annunciation House, a Catholic nonprofit serving migrants,
“madness” during an interview with CBS News. During the
interview, the pontiff’s first one-on-one interview with a U.S.
broadcaster, CBS journalist and interviewer Norah O’Donnell
asked, “The State of Texas is attempting to shut down a
Catholic charity on the border with Mexico that offers undocu-
mented migrants humanitarian assistance. What do you think
of that?” “That is madness. Sheer madness,” Pope Francis
replied. “Over there in Texas there is a great bishop, Bishop
Seitz, he is right there at the border. That man does the impos-
sible to help the migrants, right?” Pope Francis added, refer-
ring to El Paso Bishop Mark J. Seitz. Paxton’s renewed effort to
shut down Annunciation House comes just months after his
previous effort was blocked by a state judge. Paxton’s office
said May 8 it filed an application for a temporary injunction
against Annunciation House, accusing it of “systemic criminal
conduct in Texas” with respect to migrants. Annunciation
House’s lawyer said those are false allegations. Paxton’s filing
also claimed Annunciation House’s members “appear to sub-
scribe to a more Bohemian set of ‘seven commandments,’”
which, upon review of a document by OSV News, appears to
refer to what the Catholic Church calls the “seven corporal
works of mercy” commanded by Jesus Christ in the Bible. A
spokesperson for the attorney general did not immediately
respond to OSV News’ request for comment.

New clergy arrests, information

blackout spark consternation

SHUMILINA, Belarus — Leaders of the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate have deplored an information blackout
surrounding the arrest of two of their priests in Belarus,
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Fathers Andrzej Juchniewicz, chairman of Major Superiors,
Delegates and Representatives of Institutes and Societies of
Apostolic Life in Belarus, and Pawel Lemekh. “No one from the
Catholic Church was represented at their court hearing, and
no details or access were provided,” said Father Pawel
Gomulak, spokesman for the religious order’s Polish province.
“We’re still seeking reliable information about their current
status and detention conditions, as well as about the penalties
they face and how we might help them.” Both priests worked at
the northeastern Vitebsk Diocese’s sanctuary of Our Lady of
Fatima at Shumilina, and were given 15- and 10-day detention
orders, respectively, on May 10. Father Gomulak said options
for assisting the two priests were limited since both are
Belarusian citizens of Polish descent, while the Oblates have
no legal status in the country. “Those detained are told the rea-
son, under the Administrative Code — but can’t communicate
this to others — and since this court hearing was conducted
online via Skype, no one could attend it,” explained Natallia
Vasilevich, coordinator of ecumenical Christian Vision organi-
zation. The Catholic church makes up a 10th of the 9.4 million
inhabitants of Belarus, a former Soviet republic.

Foreign agent law could jeopardize

services says Caritas official

TBILISI, Georgia — The leader of a Catholic nonprofit in the
nation of Georgia is speaking out after that country’s parlia-
ment passed controversial legislation on foreign agents — a
measure she said “risks jeopardizing the provision of services
to the beneficiaries who need them the most.” Anahit
Mkhoyan, director of Caritas Georgia, issued a detailed state-
ment shortly after Georgian lawmakers approved a bill on
“Transparency of Foreign Influence” May 14, despite massive
demonstrations that saw tens of thousands gather in Tbilisi to
oppose the legislation. Georgia’s president May 18 vetoed it, but
her veto was expected to be overturned. The legislation creates
what Mkhoyan called “several difficulties” for Caritas Georgia
and other charitable organizations that provide vital social
services to vulnerable populations, with more than 20% of
their funding from foreign donors. Mkhoyan warned that
administrative restrictions, reduced funding, stymied interna-
tional collaboration and abuses of power in enforcing the law
were all looming risks — with the nation’s neediest standing to
pay the ultimate price, she said. As part of Caritas
Internationalis, the universal Catholic Church’s global federa-
tion of more than 160 humanitarian organizations, Caritas
Georgia “has never exerted foreign influence in Georgia,” said
Mkhoyan. Founded in 1994, the agency has over the past 30
years assisted thousands, including children without parental
care, the poor and homeless, elderly individuals, the disabled
and victims of domestic violence.
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from his hands using bread and lemon.

(above left) Bishop John Iffert greets the congregation at the beginning of morning Mass,
May 19, celebrating Pentecost Sunday and adult confirmation.

(above right) Sealing them with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, Bishop Iffert confers the
sacrament on confirmation for candidates from Cristo Rey Parish, Florence, (bottom left)
and Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Burlington. (bottom right)

(bove right) Bishop Iffert, following the sacrament of confirmation, washes the Chrism

(below center) A candidate for the sacrament of Confirmation rises as his parish is called.

At Pentecost Mass, Bishop
Iffert confirms adults to ‘share
in the work of creating’

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Every pew of the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, Covington, was
packed as parishioners and visitors alike joined together to celebrate Mass on
Pentecost Sunday, May 19 — as well as the confirmation of over 40 adults from
parishes across the Diocese of Covington, having completed the period of mysta-
gogy between the Easter Vigil and Pentecost.

Bishop John Iffert celebrated the Mass and, in his homily, recalled “one of his
favorite sayings” that he had told Cathedral parishioners before. “God is not God
in the way I would be God if I were God. Thank God,” he said, followed by laugh-
ter from the congregation.

Bishop Iffert emphasized how God allows us, his people, to be involved with his
work of creation. While, if he was God, he’d be a bit more of a “control freak,”
God “insists out of love for us ... in all of our weaknesses ... he invites us to
engage with him and the work of his creative love.”

“When God first created Adam,” Bishop Iffert said, “What did he set Adam
about doing? He said, ‘Your task is to name all of my creation.’ To categorize it, to
do the work of understanding. Involving Adam, and the children of Adam, in the
work of creating.”

Bishop Iffert continued,
saying, “Today at Pentecost,
we proclaim that even now
in the covenant of Jesus
Christ, in this grand testa-
ment, in this age of the
Church, God is still inviting
his beloved children to share
with him the work of recre-
ating and saving all the peo-
ples of the world. He sends
his Holy Spirit upon his peo-
ple to gift them, so that they
may fulfill the mission he
has sent them to do ... to be
his living mission and voice
on Earth.”

“God loves you so much,”
he said, “he will not leave
you sitting on the bench.”

Concluding, Bishop Iffert
stated that God “gives us the
gifts so that we can follow
the saints in making small
progress towards discover-
ing his ways and embodying
them here on earth ... God
loves you so much, he refus-
es to redeem you without
your help.”
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