
Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

The 2024 graduating class of  Thomas More University gathered 
with friends, family and faculty, May 10, the day before their com-
mencement, to celebrate a Baccalaureate Mass at the Mary, Seat of  
Wisdom Chapel on the university’s Crestview Hills campus. 

The well attended Mass was celebrated by Bishop John Iffert, 
and concelebrated with Msgr. Gerald Twaddell, chapel chaplain 
and TMU professor of  philosophy, Father Raymond Enzweiler, 
interim dean of  the TMU College of  Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences and Father Baiju Kidaagen, V.C., V.F.— a graduating stu-
dent who received his master’s degree from TMU this year. 

In his homily, Bishop Iffert commented on how he had been 
“thinking of  anxiety a lot, lately.” He recalled a conversation with a 
friend of  his who became a television news producer after college. 

“I was complaining that we never hear enough positive news,” 
Bishop Iffert said, “and he was very frank with me.” 

He said, Bishop Iffert recalled, “You think my job is to inform 
you and help you to be a better citizen … my job is to make sure you 
watch again tomorrow.” Bishop Iffert added, “The way he did that 
was to make sure that I was afraid of  something.” 

“Two months ago,” he continued, “I had a conversation with a 
young person not much older than yourselves,” Bishop Iffert told 
the graduating class. “She spoke up to me and, she said, ‘I don’t 
know anyone in my age group who doesn’t suffer from anxiety or 
some serious emotional and mental illness.’ I’ve been thinking 

about anxiety ever since.” 
Bishop Iffert commented on how much of  our lives is spent being 

advertised and promoted to, and if  there “isn’t some connection.” 
He recalled the reading, how Paul, in Corinth, has an anxiety 

attack. “He’s there to proclaim Jesus and he has had a vision of  the 
Lord, and what we hear at the beginning of  the reading from Acts 
of  the Apostles today is God’s soothing him from his anxiety. Do not 
be afraid, he says.” 

“Paul had good reason to be afraid,” said Bishop Iffert, “but the 
Lord soothes him and encourages him.” 

“This is the way the Lord calls us behind our fears, our angers 
and anxieties. He comforts us, yes. He promises us that we are never 
alone. When we do the right thing for the glory of  his name, he 
promises to be with us always. And he keeps that promise.” 

“This is the way God works in our life,” he continued, “This is 
the way he strengthens us against anxiety. He assures us with his 
presence, then sends us on a mission. And it’s precisely in embrac-
ing the mission … we are freed from our fears.” 

As Bishop Iffert concluded his homily, he returned to the story 
of  his friend, the news caster. “He went back to school,” Bishop 
Iffert said, “he’s a Lutheran pastor, now … He no longer lives in that 
place of  dealing in fear and anger. He has found another way to give 
himself  in service to God and his fellow man.” 

“It’s not a bad example of  one whose heart was moved by Christ, 
that led him to serve … May God be with you, and help you find your 
path.”
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With this issue the Messenger 
begins its summer biweekly 
publication schedule. The next 
Messenger will be dated June 

14, followed by issues June 28, July 12, 
July 26 and Aug. 23. With that issue the 
Messenger will resume its weekly  
schedule through Dec. 15.  

May you and your family have a safe, 
enjoyable and blessed summer! 

 — The Messenger staff

Baker photos

(left) Bishop John Iffert 
preaches the homily at 
the 2024 Thomas More 
University Baccalaureate 
Mass, May 10. 

(right) Father Baiju 
Kidaagen, pastor,  
St. Pius X Parish, 
Edgewood, concelebrated 
the Baccalaureate Mass. 
Father Kidaagen  
graduated with his 
Masters from TMU  
this year. 

(below left) Two  
members of  the  
graduating class carry 
the gifts to the altar. 

(below right)  Thomas 
More graduating  
students in their gowns 
and tasseled caps stand 
during Mass.
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After 25 years in the priesthood Father 
Gregory Bach has served four different 
parishes, the role of  Vocation Director, 
and now the Diocese of  Covington 
Chancery where he serves as Assistant to 
the Bishop and Vice Chancellor. In the 
year of  his silver jubilee Father Bach took 
a moment to reflect on his journey to the 
priesthood and the experience of  conse-
crated life.  

Father Bach had known from a young 
age that he was called to the vocation of  
the priesthood, it was only a matter of  
being patient. 

“I feel like the call was always there, 
but it was around First Communion that I 
really realized that was what was God was 
calling me to, the priesthood.” 

Knowing his vocation at such a young 
age afforded Father Bach an opportunity 
to immerse himself  in his church and 
community. 

“I worked around the parish since 
probably the third grade doing little 
things here and there … I played the organ 
in church; my life was centered around 
the church. During the summer months I 
would go to daily Mass and serve.” 

He went on to explain how influential 
his pastors and fellow church members 
were. 

“I was being helped along by the mem-
bers of  my home parish who went to daily 
Mass they were the best inspiration that I had in moving 
my vocation along. There was one family, two sisters and a 
brother, never got married, took care of  their parents and 
the farm. They made the biggest influence in my life prob-
ably because they made every effort to get to Mass every 
day … I did have three good priests along the way that 
helped, but the vocation was really fostered by watching 

people come to daily Mass.” 
After graduating from semi-

nary Father Bach was appointed 
to St. Henry Parish, Erlanger, 
where he served as parochial vicar 
for three years. During two of  
those years he served as chaplain 
for St. Henry District High School 
as well. Father Bach moved on to 
St. Francis Xavier Church, 
Falmouth, where he was the pas-
tor for eight years. For seven of  
those eight years he served also as 
vocation director within the dio-
cese. 

During his time as vocation 
director, he saw 33 men through 
seminary into the vocation of  the 
priesthood. The size and location 
of  St. Francis Xavier allowed him 
the time and flexibility to pursue 
this additional role. 

“It was a small city, kind of  a 
country parish. The people took 
ownership of  the parish so they 
were involved quite a bit which 
took a lot off  of  me especially 
when I started vocation work it 
was hard to be in two places at 
once,” Father Bach said. 

It was eventually his work as 
vocation director that brought 
Father Bach to the Northern 
Kentucky area, where he later 
became pastor at St. Benedict 

Parish, Covington, for one year. Father Bach has now set-
tled into his role as assistant to the Bishop and vice-chan-
cellor. Though this role is not where he originally saw him-
self, “I never thought I would be working in the chancery. I 
always thought I wanted a parish and a school.” From 
Northern Kentucky to Falmouth, Father Bach has 
learned, “it is just where God leads.”

For 25 years, Father Bach  
has gone where God leads
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June 1 
Cross the Bridge for Life, 
Riverboat Row, Newport,  
10 a.m. 

Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica 
of the Assumption, 4:30 p.m. 

 

June 2 
Solemnity of the Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ  
(Corpus Christi) procession 
and Campaign of Mercy kick 
off, Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, Covington,  
2 p.m. 

 

June 4 
Advisory Council, 9:30 a.m. 

Diocesan Review Board 
meeting, 1 p.m. 

Vespers and priests’ Jubilee, 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, 4:30 p.m. 

 

June 5 
Building Commission  
meeting,10 a.m. 

Deans meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

 

June 6 
Directors meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

Thomas More University 
Board Of Trustees meeting, 
1:30 pm 

Rose Garden Home Mission 
“Partners in Hope” dinner, 
Receptions, Erlanger, 6 p.m. 

June 7 
Picnic for Women Religious 
lunch and cruise –  
BB Riverboats, noon 

 

June 8 
Mass and Sacrament of 
Confirmation, Holy Spirit 
Parish, Newport, 4:30 p.m. 

 
June 9 
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption, 5:30 p.m. 

 

June 11–14 
USCCB Plenary Assembly  
for Bishops 

 
June 15 
Mass for the St. Vincent  
de Paul Regional Council, 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption, 8 a.m. 

 

June 17 
Parish Kitchen  
50th anniversary celebration, 
Parish Kitchen, Covington,  
4 p.m.

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Father Gregory Bach

In a letter to school parents and 
caregivers, Laura Hatfield, direc-
tor, School Lunch Program, 
announced that the USDA will once 
again be offering its summer meal 
program, “Sun Meals.” Sun Meals 
provides free meals and snacks to 
any child under the age of  18. No 
application or additional informa-
tion is required. 

“The Diocese of  Covington 
School Lunch Program is dedicated to ensuring that all 
children in our community have access to nutritious 
meals, even when school is out,” said Mrs. Hatfield. 

Sun Meals can be found at various locations such as 
schools, parks, and other community sites. To locate the 
nearest site in your area, including Boone, Campbell, 
Harrison, Kenton and Mason Counties, visit the USDA’s 

Summer Meal Site Finder at 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f n s . 
usda.gov/summer/sitefinder. By entering 
your zip code or address, a list of  locations, 
dates, and mealtimes will be provided. 

These meals are available to all children 
under 18, regardless of  income. 

“We strongly encourage you to take 
advantage of  this program to ensure your 
child receives nutritious meals throughout 
the summer,” said Mrs. Hatfield. “We pray 

that you and your family have a safe and enjoyable sum-
mer.” 

‘Sun Meals’ program provides no cost meals and snacks for children 
throughout the summer

Staff  report 
In a letter to parents, May 22, Kendra McGuire, superin-

tendent of  Catholic Schools, announced that, on behalf  
Bishop John Iffert and Father Ryan Maher, pastoral 
administrator, Dr. Rachel Noll has been appointed acting 
head of  school for Covington Latin School for the 2024-2025 
academic year. 

Dr. Noll was born and raised in Edgewood, and attended 
St. Pius X School and Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills. 
She obtained her bachelor’s in social studies and master’s 
in Secondary Education from Northern Kentucky 

University and a doctorate in 
Educational Studies from the 
University of  Cincinnati. 

After teaching at both NKU and 
UC for six years, Dr. Noll worked 
in the corporate world for four 
years honing her leadership skills. 
Since 2020 she has been principal 
at St. Patrick School, Maysville, a 
K–12 parochial school. She is also 
the daughter of  a 1953 Covington 

Latin School alumnus. 
“Dr. Noll respects the rigorous education Covington 

Latin School provides its students and is committed to 
upholding that same standard,” said Mrs. McGuire. “As an 
administrator, she is dedicated to providing support to 
staff  and faculty as together they mold your gifted stu-
dents into the next generation of  spiritual and profession-
al leaders in our Church and in our society. Please join me 
in welcoming Dr. Noll to the Covington Latin School com-
munity.” 

Dr. Rachel Noll appointed acting head of school for Covington Latin

Dr. Rachel Noll
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Franciscan Daugher of  Mary Mother 
Seraphina and Sheila Carroll, APRN and 
executive director of  the Rose Garden Center 
for Hope and Healing, along with volunteer 
Ellen Curtin, proudly display the Center’s 
fourth Gold Standards award from the 
National Association of  Free and Charitable 
Clinics. 

Gold represents the highest level of  
achievement for breadth and delivery of  serv-
ices, responsiveness, staffing and administra-
tion. 

 The Center, which is the only free primary 
care facility in Northern Kentucky, is the 
health ministry of  the Rose Garden Home 
Mission of  the Franciscan Daughters of  Mary 
in Covington. Besides healthcare, the Mission 
offers food and family resources to all who 
ask. Everything is free and relies entirely on 
donations and volunteers. 

 The Center’s medical and dental clinics 
always need more help in serving the poor. To 
volunteer as a medical, psychological or den-
tal professional or as a receptionist, e-mail 
rghmclinic@gmail.com. Even a few hours a 
year can be life changing. Donations of  med-
ical and dental supplies are welcome as well.

Free clinic holds gold, seeks more helpers

St. Augustine students  
brighten injured classmate’s day 

Yordi, a rising eighth grader at St. Augustine School, Covington,  
suffered a broken arm following a field trip to the Cincinnati Zoo, 
May 21. As an act of Christian charity for their injured classmate, the 
entire school, less the graduated eighth graders, used the last few 

minutes of their end-of-year 
field day to parade to Yordi’s 
house to offer him warm 
wishes, well-being and 
prayers. Watch the video at 
covdio.org/mercy.

FIRE Foundation Board continues ministry 
Members of  the Diocese of  Covington FIRE Foundation Board met, May 10, to continue the process of  bringing the FIRE Foundation’s  
programs and processes to Catholic schools. In July 2023, Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  Catholic Schools, announced that the Diocese 
of  Covington had been accepted as a FIRE Foundation affiliate. 

The FIRE Foundation, based in the Diocese of  Kansas City-St. Joseph, Missouri, was founded by parents who wanted their special needs 
children to attend their parish schools along with siblings and friends. Its ministry is to help provide the funding to allow Catholic schools 
to embrace inclusive Catholic education. 

The diocese’s FIRE Foundation Board is initially focusing its fundraising on four areas: funding a diocesan director of  inclusive education 
position to help schools improve and advance services; funding for special education teachers or aides; providing resource materials, and 
providing training and trainees for teachers, teacher aides and anyone in the classroom. 

Pictured (from left) are: Dr. Michelle Ulrich, assistant superintendent of  Catholic Schools; Mary Kay McDaniel, All Saints Parish, Walton; 
Jane Zembrodt, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs; Mike Murray, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Ft. Mitchell; Mary Kay Laird, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish; Missy Hail, St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright; Jeannett Hasselbeck, St. Agnes Parish and Kayla Steltenkamp, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish and assistant professor, Thomas More University School of  Education.

Keener photo

Update 
Sunday Mass times at All Saints Parish, 
Walton, are being updated. Beginning the 
weekend of July 6–7 the Sunday Mass times 
are: 

Sunday 

8:00 am 

10:30 am 

The daily Mass schedule 
remains unchanged.

Saturday 

4:30 pm
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COMMENTARY

Can voting for a politician in a particular political party be sinful?
Q: After the last presidential election, while in confes-

sion, I asked the priest this question and his response 
astounded me. He said voting for a Democrat was a mor-

tal sin, their political 
stance on abortion 
demands this, and he went 
on to list all the party’s 
dreadful practices he con-
sidered evil. I always vote 
for the person, regardless 
of  their party connection. I 
did not agree with my con-
fessor and believe that our 
church does not consider a 
party’s stance as a reason 
for sin. I thought church 
and state were not connect-
ed. Am I wrong? I said I did 
vote for a Democrat and he 
continued to excoriate me 

for this action. I was granted absolution but still did not 
feel comfortable with his reasoning. Please let me know 
how you think a Catholic should view this question. 

A: First of  all, I am sorry to hear that you had a diffi-
cult experience in confession. Nobody should be made to 
feel “excoriated” in the context of  a sacrament. 

But to answer your question, the short answer is: No, 
simply voting for a Democrat is not a sin in and of  itself. 

The longer answer is that the relationship between 
church and state is actually more complicated than it 
might appear at first glance, and there are a number of  
nuances to take into account when seeking to fully live 
out our Catholic faith as citizens in secular civil society. 

In terms of  legal philosophy, the relationship between 
church and state is something that Catholic scholars have 
pondered for millennia. Although it is obvious that secu-
lar governments can often enact imprudent or even evil 
policies, there is a fundamental idea that all legitimate 
authority is ultimately granted by God and therefore 
ought to be respected. 

In the United States we have a foundational principle 
of  religious freedom, which concretely manifests itself  in 
“separation of  church and state.” This means that the 
United States government is meant to be religiously neu-
tral with no official state religion. Yet at the same time, 
Catholic legal philosophy recognized that the church and 
the state often have shared goals and mutual stakes in 
certain aspects of  civil life. Further, we believe that 
Catholics are not only called to remain in communion 
with the church, but also to be good citizens and to take 
part in public life in a way appropriate to our own partic-
ular vocation and circumstances. 

The upshot to this is that Catholics are called to vote 
according to their well-formed conscience so as to sup-
port the dignity of  human life in all areas. 

Thus, it would be wrong for a Catholic to vote for a 

pro-abortion politician specifically because of  the politi-
cian’s pro-abortion stance (and this would apply regard-
less of  that politician’s party affiliation). 

Still, the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops’ docu-
ment “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” 
acknowledges that “Catholics often face difficult choices 
about how to vote” (No. 34). This same document goes on 
to observe: “There may be times when a Catholic who 
rejects a candidate’s unacceptable position even on poli-
cies promoting an intrinsically evil act may reasonably 
decide to vote for that candidate for other morally grave 
reasons.” But with the caveat: “Voting in this way would 
be permissible only for truly grave moral reasons, not to 
advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to 
ignore a fundamental moral evil” (No. 35). 

Voting for a particular Democrat who happened to be 
pro-life would clearly not be a sin, even if  the majority of  
Democrats do tend to support abortion. And, on a case-by-
case basis, it is morally permissible to vote for a pro-
choice candidate if  there are grave reasons to do so; for 
example, there may be no clear pro-life candidate, or in 
conscience you might discern that the pro-life candidate 
endorses policies that severely and unacceptably under-
mine human life and dignity in other areas. 

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a licentiate in canon 
law, is a consecrated virgin and a canonist whose column 
appears weekly at OSV News. Send your questions to 
CatholicQA@osv.com.
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Jenna Marie Cooper

QUESTION 
CORNER

A Eucharistic word: Christification
What does it mean to receive Jesus Christ in the 

Eucharist? How are our lives to be changed from such an 
encounter? 

In fact, the fruits of  the 
Eucharist are many. They 
bring about a unity in 
diversity, wherein each 
member of  the body — 
responding to grace — can 
live unique and com-
pelling Eucharistic lives. 
The list is long, but I’m 
inclined to think St. Paul 
should be at its top. 

While St. Paul is chiefly 
known to most of  us for 
his letters — which make 
up nearly half  of  the New 
Testament, and from 

which the Church is taught Sunday after Sunday — 
Paul’s influence and reach cannot be underestimated. Not 
only is he one of  the most significant and important 
Christians in our history, but also arguably one of  the 
most influential persons in human history. 

Paul’s experience with the risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus led to the conversion of  this one-time persecu-
tor of  Christians. That encounter Paul had with Christ 
was so real, in his view, it was no different than the 

encounters Christ had with the Twelve while in their 
midst. Paul’s unique experience shaped and informed the 
early Church so significantly, that Paul himself  has 
become regarded as the “Thirteenth Apostle.” 

Paul came to know in his experience on the road to 
Damascus that his persecution of  Christ’s followers was a 
persecution of  Christ himself. The nascent Christians 
that Paul once wanted to extinguish were one with 
Christ, members of  his body by baptism, a bond strength-
ened and intensified through reception of  his body in the 
Eucharist. “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me and I in him” (Jn 6:53-56). 

Paul’s encounter with the risen Lord not only resulted 
in his conversion but also his efforts to both increase the 
membership of  Christ’s body and teach about the ramifi-
cations of  the new life that incorporation brings. Paul’s 
aim was to build up a community of  believers who lived 
like they had “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 13:14). 
This is what shaped and motivated the impressive mis-
sionary undertakings in his desire to proclaim the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. All of  this made Paul’s encounter with 
Christ something rooted in a tremendous Eucharistic 
faith. 

Paul believed to the core of  his being that the 
Eucharist is Christ’s very body and blood — of  whom he 
encountered and who dwelled in him. He proclaimed and 
taught that Christ’s Eucharistic presence is real. 
Illustrating this, he wrote: “The cup of  blessing that we 

bless, is it not a participation in the blood of  Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body 
of  Christ?” (1 Cor 10:16). Not only is Christ’s Eucharistic 
presence real for Paul, but by our Eucharistic encounter 
with Christ he comes to dwell in us, he changes us, he is 
united with us. By the Eucharist, we are Christified. So 
real is our incorporation into Christ’s body, Paul wrote, “I 
have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but 
Christ lives in me” (Gal 2:19-20). 

St. Paul’s own martyrdom brought to completion a life 
lived completely in and for Christ. Paul exhorts 
Christians to give Christ “glory in the Church” (Eph 3:21), 
which means we are all called to give witness to Christ by 
our lives. While some might be called to do so to the 
extent of  offering their very life by dying for Christ and 
the Church, we are all called to offer our lives to him and 
in his service. 

Like Paul, then, we can live as Eucharistic witnesses 
by offering all of  ourselves, as Paul put it, “as a living sac-
rifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship” 
(Rom 12:1). This is Christification; this is Christ living in 
us. 

Michael R. Heinlein is author of  “Glorifying Christ: 
The Life of  Cardinal Francis E. George, O.M.I.” and a 
promised member of  the Association of  Pauline 
Cooperators. His column has been provided by OSV News.

Michael R. Heinlein

GUEST

Reporting Misconduct  
in the Diocese of 

Covington 
Anyone who has experienced sexual 
misconduct by a cleric, employee or 
volunteer of the Diocese of 
Covington is asked to contact Ms. 
Julie Feinauer, diocesan victims assis-

tance coordinator (859) 392-1515. 
Professional assistance and pastoral 
support will be provided in  
confidentiality and with respect. 

A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and 
Procedures for Addressing Sexual 
Misconduct” is available by contact-
ing the Chancery, (859) 392-1510 or 

visiting www.covdio.org and going 
to “Sexual Misconduct Policy.” 

Informando sobre conduc-
ta inapropiada en la 

Diocesis de Covington 
Cualquier persona que haya experi-
mentado conducta sexual inapropia-

da por parte de un clérigo, empleado 
o voluntario de la Diócesis de 
Covington está invitada a ponerse en 
contacto con Ms. Julie Feinauer, 
coordindora diocesana para dar  
asistencia a las víctimas. Teléfono 
(859) 392-1515. Asistencia profesional 
y apoyo moral serán ofrecidos de una 

manera confidencial y con respeto. 

Una copia de “Normas y 
Procedimientos sobre Conducta 
Sexual Inapropiada” está disponible 
poniéndose en contacto con la 
Cancillería, Teléfono (859) 392-1510, 
o visitando www.covdio.org y mar-
cando “Sexual Misconduct Policy.”



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          May 31, 2024  5 

COMMENTARY

Good works
In the May 17th edition of  the Messenger, I read with 

interest the article about the kickoff  of  the Campaign of  
Mercy. The idea, as I understand it, is evangelization 
through works of  mercy, or good works. 

I thought back to the Fifth Sunday of  Easter and the 
parable of  the Vine and Branches and how this applies to 
the Campaign of  Mercy. 

In that Gospel reading from John 15: 1-8, Jesus tells us 
that he is the vine and we 
are the branches. The vine 
sends sap to the branches 
so they can grow and 
develop, growing leaves 
and eventually produce 
fruit. Without that sap, the 
vine withers and dies. 

How does this apply to 
us? Jesus left us — the 
Church — as his mystical 
body on Earth. We can say 
that the Church is the 
vine Jesus talked about, 
and we, his disciples, are 
the branches. We come to 
the Mass to receive spiri-
tual nourishment through 

sacramental graces and by receiving the Eucharist — the 
body and blood of  Jesus — our spiritual food. 

Nourished by that food we go forth and bear good 
fruit. So, what is this fruit? 

This good fruit, first of  all, is treating everyone with 
the dignity and respect they deserve as children of  God, 
even when they don’t treat us that way. 

This good fruit is having a positive attitude, letting the 
light of  the love of  God shine through us. 

It’s when we volunteer our time for any charitable 
activity, especially at our parishes. 

This fruit is the good works that we do, for example 

when we perform the corporal and spiritual works of  
mercy. Here are only a few examples. 

It’s when we visit a person in the hospital or who is 
home bound or in a nursing home. It’s when we feed the 
hungry which includes making a meal for someone or 
donating to a food pantry or volunteering at a soup 
kitchen. 

Works of  mercy include forgiving offences by not hold-
ing a grudge against someone. When we comfort the 
afflicted, someone who has had a bad experience or who 
is sad and needs a kind word and support. We do this for 
each other all the time. 

It’s when we bear wrongs patiently, not taking offense 
but by trying to resolve a potential misunderstanding. It’s 
not getting sucked into the negative and disrespectful 
posts on social media we see so much of  in our society 
today. 

It’s when we pray for someone. 
In other words, we perform good works when we do 

something, not for ourselves but for the benefit of  some-
one else. 

We need to stay connected to the vine, the Church, not 
only to receive spiritual nourishment but also because we 
need each other. We come together every week to cele-
brate the Mass as a community and we stay around after-
ward to socialize, we support each other through difficult 
times and we offer each other our prayers when needed. 

This prepares us to bear the good fruit Jesus talks 
about in this parable. 

This Gospel message is appropriate to the Campaign 
of  Mercy. We are to stay connected to the vine, the 
Church, so that we can bear good fruit. So that we can put 
our faith into action by doing the good works Jesus calls 
us to. As Jesus tells us in the Gospel, “By this my Father 
is glorified.” And that is evangelization. 

Deacon Michael Keller is assigned to St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, Carrollton, and Transfiguration 
Mission, Perry Park. 

Eucharistic pilgrimage  
brings Christ to the world

No mere symbol

During Pentecost weekend I participated in an historic 
event in New Haven, Connecticut. I was not there to take 
part in another protest at Yale University, or even to 
attend any of  the graduation ceremonies taking place 
there. Instead, I joined hundreds of  other Catholics for 
the launch of  the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage. 

This four-pronged pilgrimage, which began simultane-
ously in New Haven, San Francisco, Brownsville, Texas 

and the Mississippi 
Headwaters in northern 
Minnesota, will cover 
6,500 miles over the next 
two months. 

These four routes will 
converge in Indianapolis 
in time for the National 
Eucharistic Congress in 
mid-July. The Eucharistic 
pilgrimage is the largest 
procession ever attempted 
in the Catholic Church — 
the most audacious event 
in Christianity’s 2,025-year 
history! 

 Although we encoun-
tered no signs of  protest, I 

was thinking about the recent unrest in our country as 
we processed with the Blessed Sacrament through the 
Yale campus Saturday evening in light rain. I could not 
help thinking how different our procession was from the 
recent university protests. 

After all, we were following Jesus, the Prince of  Peace, 
the Good News incarnate, as he was carried in a mon-
strance by Father Roger Landry, the Catholic chaplain at 
Columbia University. 

What a providential choice it was that Father Landry 

— so closely associated with “Ground Zero” of  the protest 
movement — would be named as the only priest to walk 
an entire route of  the pilgrimage. 

Many other members of  the clergy will participate in 
a portion of  the trek, but Father Landry will himself  
carry the Blessed Sacrament along the entire eastern 
route of  this historic journey. 

In two talks over the weekend of  May 18-19, Father 
Landry made several reflections that impacted my own 
eucharistic spirituality. 

He spoke of  Christian life itself  as a eucharistic pil-
grimage. We are pilgrims in a strange land he said, called 
to be always on the move.  

This struck me in a particular way on Sunday morn-
ing as we processed through the streets of  New Haven, a 
city just waking up to bistro brunches, dog walks and 
morning jogs. A few people seemed to pray with us as we 
passed them on the street, while others just stared with a 
look of  curiosity.  

We were walking in faith, bringing Christ out into the 
world, doing our part to reverse the indifference and con-
tempt so rampant in our society. 

We were trying to remind people that Jesus still lives 
among us and within us. 

As we hastened along the streets of  New Haven, I also 
recalled something Archbishop Christopher Coyne had 
said in his homily the evening before. A pilgrimage is 
“prayer embodied,” he suggested. 

Each footstep lands both on an actual road and on the 
path of  faith. 

As Catholics I think our faith can be a bit “disembod-
ied,” merely a private matter of  the mind and heart. But 
this idea of  prayer “embodied” became very real to me as 
my old legs began to tire during our fast-paced walk to 
the wharf  in New Haven. 

The readings for the Solemnity of  the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of  Christ Corpus Christi — Cycle B 
— are: Exodus 24:3-8; Hebrews 9:11-15 and Mark 

14:12-16, 22-26. 
This weekend we cele-

brate the Solemnity of  
Corpus Christi — the 
Feast of  the Body and 
Blood of  Christ. As 
Catholics we recognize 
through sacred Scripture 
and sacred Tradition that 
when Jesus instituted 
what we call the 
Sacrament of  the 
Eucharist, he did it as no 
mere symbol, but as truth. 

When the Lord says, 
“This is my Body; this is 
my Blood,” he was in fact 
referring to his own body, 

his own blood, his soul (these three which make up his 
humanity) as well as his divinity. In other words, on this 
feast day we celebrate the complete offering of  Jesus 
Christ to the Father on our behalf. 

In St. Mark’s Gospel, which we hear from in Cycle B of  
the Scripture readings, there is much to be fleshed out by 
a modern reader — remember he was initially writing to 
a Jewish audience. Statements like “prepare the 
Passover” is not just a passing phrase. What it means is: 
Go into the Holy City of  Jerusalem, find someone who is 
selling lambs for the Passover feast, choose the best 
“unblemished, one year old, male lamb,” pay for it, take it 
to the temple, wait in long lines with all the other people 
(and lambs) who have traveled to Jerusalem, personally 
slit the throat of  the lamb in the presence of  the priest 
who will gather up its blood in a bowl to be sprinkled on 
the altar in the temple, skin the lamb, spit the lamb, cook 
the lamb and then bring it to the upper room where all 
have gathered to eat the lamb. Oh, and this doesn’t 
account for setting the table and having the liturgical 
items at hand for the prayers, and any other foods (like 
unleavened bread) and drinks (wine) necessary. 

The point is that, in order to understand our belief  in 
the “real presence” requires more than a surface reading 
of  the Bible. There is so much more contained in 
Scripture than we can possibly imagine. They are “ever 
ancient, ever new” and speak to all peoples, of  all cul-
tures, of  all times. This is because the Bible is the Word 
of  God! And too, we cannot ignore the context in which 
they were written. 

St. Justin Martyr (born in 100AD), whose feast day we 
celebrate June 1, in writing and defending the Christian 
belief  in the Eucharist, shares that on the Jewish Feast 
of  Passover, that sacrificial lamb after having been 
slaughtered and skinned, is placed on a spit in the form 
of  a cross: “For the lamb, which is roasted, is spread out 
in the form of  the cross. For one spit is transfixed right 
through from the lower parts up to the head, and one 
across the back, to which are attached the legs of  the 
lamb.” (St. Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho). 

What we can start to see, then, is how even in basic 
practice the manner in which Jesus would die for the sal-
vation of  the world is foreshadowed — the Paschal Lamb 
placed on a wooden cross. 

It is also important that we understand that even 
though the lamb itself  has been killed, the celebration of  
Passover — the sacrifice — is not completed. The sacri-
fice of  the Passover feast comes to culmination with the 
consumption of  the flesh of  the lamb and the singing of  
hymns of  praise. 

For these reasons, the Catechism of  the Catholic 
Church states: “By celebrating the Last Supper with his 
apostles in the course of  the Passover meal, Jesus gave 
the Jewish Passover its definitive meaning. Jesus’ pass-
ing over to his father by his death and Resurrection, the 
new Passover, is anticipated in the Supper and celebrated 
in the Eucharist, which fulfills the Jewish Passover and 
anticipates the final Passover of  the Church in the glory 

Very Rev. Daniel 
Schomaker

GO AND GLORIFY

Deacon Michael Keller

BELIEVE, TEACH, 
PRACTICE

Sister Constance  
Veit, L.S.P.

GUEST

(Continued on page 17)

(Continued on page 17)
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Justin McLellan 
Catholic News Service 

The social and political problems plaguing modern 
society can be resolved only by allowing the Holy Spirit to 
heal humanity’s inner turmoil, Pope Francis said. 

“Around us, we can say there is external chaos, social 
chaos, political chaos. We think of  wars, we think of  so 
many children who do not have enough to eat, so many 
social injustices. This is the external chaos,” he said at his 
general audience in St. Peter’s Square May 29. 

“But,” he said, “there is also internal chaos. Within 
each of  us, we cannot heal the former if  we do not begin to 
heal the latter.” 

Beginning a new series of  audience talks, “The Spirit 
and the Bride,” on the relationship between the Holy Spirit 
and the church, the bride of  Christ in Christian theology, 
Pope Francis asked Christians to turn their “inner confu-
sion into clarity through the Holy Spirit.” 

“It is the power of  God that does this,” he said. “Let us 
open our hearts so that he may accomplish it.” 

Pope Francis said that even in the first lines of  the 
Bible, the Book of  Genesis’ account of  God creating heav-
en and earth, “the Spirit of  God appears to us here as the 
mysterious power that moves the world from its initial 
formless, deserted and gloomy state to its ordered and har-
monious state.” 

“The Spirit creates harmony, harmony in life and in the 
world,” he said, adding that the Holy Spirit is the one who 
moves creation from “chaos to cosmos, that is, from confu-
sion to something beautiful and ordered.” 

And the New 
T e s t a m e n t 
recounts how the 
Spirit is present at 
key moments in 
the new creation, 
Pope Francis said, 
such as when the 
dove descends over 
the Jordan during 
Jesus’ baptism or 
when Jesus 
breathes on the 
disciples and 
instructs them to 
“receive the Holy 
Spirit” just as God 
breathed life into 
Adam. 

But it was St. 
Paul who “intro-
duces a new ele-
ment in the rela-
tionship between 
the Spirit and cre-
ation” by identify-
ing the cause of  
the suffering pres-
ent in creation as 
being “the corrup-
tion and sin of  
humanity that has 
dragged (creation) 
into its alienation 
from God.” 

“This remains 
as true today as it 
was then,” he said. 
“We see the havoc 
that humanity has 

made and continues to make of  creation,” especially on 
the part of  those who have a “greater capacity to exploit its 
resources.” 

Pope Francis extolled the model of  St. Francis of  
Assisi, who “shows us a way out, to return to the harmony 
of  the Spirit: the way of  contemplation and of  praise.” 

Humanity’s calling on earth, the pope said, “is about 
putting the joy of  contemplating before the joy of  possess-
ing,” noting that “no one has rejoiced in creatures more 
than Francis of  Assisi, who did not want to possess any of  
them.” 

After his speech, Pope Francis spoke about the church’s 
first celebration of  World Children’s Day, hosted in Rome 
May 25-26, and about meeting Ukrainian children who 
were injured in the war. 

“War is always cruelty; these children must start to 
walk (with artificial legs), to move with artificial arms; 
they have lost their smile,” he said. “It is awful, very sad, 
when a child loses his or her smile, let us pray for 
Ukrainian children.” 

The pope also asked for prayers for Palestine, Israel and 
Myanmar and other countries at war. 

Pope Francis also noted that May 29 is the feast of  St. 
Paul VI, “an ardent pastor of  love for Jesus and the church 
and for humanity,” and encouraged people to read 
“Evangelii Nuntiandi,” St. Paul VI’s apostolic exhortation 
on evangelization in the modern world which he said “is 
still current.” 

Written after the 1974 Synod of  Bishops on evangeliza-
tion, the document elaborated on the role of  all Christians, 
and not only members of  the clergy, in sharing the Gospel.

Look inward to resolve war, famine, injustice, pope says

CNS photo/Lola Gomez 

Pope Francis greets a child as he rides 
the popemobile in St. Peter’s Square 
after his weekly general audience at 
the Vatican May 29, 2024. 



The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10 
—11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: 
antenna 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; 
and DirectTV 25. 

Bishop Iffert and the priests of the Diocese of 
Covington will pray a Holy Hour for survivors of  sexual 
violence and for the sanctification of  priests, 3 p.m., every 
third Thursday monthly, at the Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption, Covington. All are welcome.  

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, offers Veneration of a relic of the True 
Cross, on the first Friday of  every month, from noon–1 p.m. 
Confessions are offered concurrently. The monthly venera-
tion is held in silence and concludes with a blessing and the 
opportunity for the faithful to come forward to personally 
venerate the True Cross relic. The monthly veneration is 
sponsored by the Knights and Dames of  the Covington-
Lexington section of  the Equestrian Order of  the Holy 
Sepulchre of  Jerusalem.  

The Notre Dame Urban Education Center (NDUEC), 
Covington, is seeking adult and high school volun-
teers to tutor children in Grades K-9 in reading, 
English, and math in its Summer Academics programs 
held in June. Call Brandi at 859-630-9475 or email at bleni-
han@nduec.org. Volunteers 18 and older must be VIRTUS 
compliant. 

Notre Dame Urban Education Center has open regis-
tration for the Summer Academics programs held 
Monday–Thursday from June 3–27, for students in grades 
1-9. The Early Learning program for 4- and 5-year-olds is 
now accepting registrations. Early Learning begins on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3, and ends May 15. Call NDUEC at 859-261-
4487, or email Sister Maria Therese at 
smtherese@nduec.org. 

It is time for Spring cleaning! 
The Sisters of Notre Dame 
are in need of items for 
their 102nd annual 4th of 
July festival. We are looking 
for services, sports items, jew-
elry, gift certificates, antiques, 
anything you can think of. Re-
gift to the sisters. If  you have 
items to donate call Margie at 
(859) 392-8229 or e-mail 
mschnelle@sndusa.org. Item 
drop offs during the day at 1601 
Dixie Hwy., Park Hills or 
arrange a pickup. 

The Sisters of Notre Dame 
will be holding their 
102nd festival on 
Thursday, July 4, and are 
looking for individuals or 
families that would like to 
volunteer from 11 a.m.—5 
p.m. High School and mid-
dle school students can earn 
service hours and use them 
for the upcoming school 
year. Call Margie at (859) 
392-8229 or email 
mschnelle@sndusa.org.   

Graduating seniors connect here — the Newman 
Connection connects graduating seniors to the Catholic 
campus ministry at their chosen college before they get to 
campus. To connect, students or parents simply visit 
https://signupnc.newmanministry.com/ and fill out the 
form. 

Bishop Brossart High School summer camps: Cheer 
Camp, June 3–5, 9–11a.m., grades 2–8, BBHS gym. Youth 
Softball Camp, June 4–6, 3–5:30 p.m., grades 3–8, MAC. 
Youth Baseball Camp, June 4–6, 9 a.m.–noon, grades 2-8, 
MAC. Girls Basketball Youth Camp, June 10–12, 9 a.m.–
noon, grades 2–7, BBHS gym. Boys Basketball Youth 
Camp, June 17–20, 8:30 –11:30 a.m., grades 2–7, BBHS gym. 
Lady ‘Stangs Youth Soccer Camp, July 10–12, 8:30–11 A.M., 
grades K–8, MAC. Lady ‘Stangs Volleyball Camp, July 15–
17, BBHS gym, grades 5–9, 8–10:30 a.m.; grades 1–4,11 
a.m.–1 p.m. BBHS Boys Soccer Camp, July 17–19, 8:30–
11a.m., grades K–8, MAC. Visit bishopbrossart.org, select 
the Athletics tab, then Summer Camps. 

St. Agnes parish, Ft. Wright, is hosting a free dinner 
date for married couples, June 15, 7–9 p.m. Come for 
good food, a short talk, a little music and a night to enrich 

your marriage. Jack 
Beers, a certified 
Catholic Mentor, 
will be speaking on 
the art of  listening 
and how it can ele-
vate any marriage. 
For information or 
to RSVP (limited 
seating) contact 
Anita Dunn at 
adunn@ 
saintagnes.com. 
Deadline to register 
is June 10. 

Introductory 
online group class-
es for the 
Marquette method 
of Natural Family 
Planning (NFP), 

Tuesday, June 18, 7 p.m. and Tuesday, July 30, 7 p.m. For 
more information and to register, contact Angela Hobbs, 
BSN, RN, MMCP, at  angela@giftofyourfertility.com or 
(270) 735-3883. Visit www.giftofyourfertility.com. 

Bishop Brossart High School golf outings. Get your 
foursomes together for a great day on the course. Both 
outings will be held at A J Jolly Golf  Course and include 
18 holes with cart, a great dinner at the course, beer and 
refreshments, prizes and guaranteed fun. 35th Annual 
Ladies Outing, June 20. 44th Annual Men’s Outing, June 
21. Visit https://e.givesmart.com/events/Cs1/ to register, 
donate or sponsor. 

“Praise Fest,” June 22, 2–8 p.m., St. Phillip Parish, 
Melbourne, featuring the following musical groups: 2 p.m., 
Mother of  God Contemporary Ensemble; 3 p.m., Thomas 
More Praise & Worship; 4:30 p.m., Mass, celebrated by 
Bishop John Iffert; 6 p.m., Dan Walsh & Friends and 7 p.m., 
Lee Roessler. Food trucks available. Bring a cooler and chair. 

Thomas More Summer Theatre Workshop, July 8-19, 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. This two-week long workshop is for students 
(grades 10-12) to explore and enhance their performing arts 
skills in a fun and supportive environment. The workshop 
will provide a unique blend of  acting, voice, movement, and 
stagecraft workshops. Participants have the chance to col-
laborate with their peers, build confidence, and create last-
ing memories. To register, visit https://form.jotform.com/ 
240565535346055. 

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones, (PAL) is a support group 
that meets on the 2nd and 4th  Wednesdays, 6:30–8 p.m. at 
Catholic Charities, Latonia. It provides continuing educa-
tion and support, at no charge, for parents with a son, 
daughter or spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or 
drugs. No cost. Just come — 3629 Church Street, Latonia. 
For more information contact Client Care at (859) 581-8974. 

Donate a bike —Change a Life! Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Covington started a new ministry, Pickett’s 
Corner in 2023. The new ministry distributes and repairs 
bicycles to those in need in the area. Most people receiving a 
bike use it for transportation to work, store or doctor 
appointments. Adult-size bikes need. E-mail pick-
ettscorner23@gmail.com if  you have a bike to donate. The 
volunteer team will pick it up. 
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

St. Augustine, Covington 
June 7–8, 5–11 p.m 
 
St. Paul, Florence 
June 7, 5–11 p.m. 
June 8, 6–11 p.m. 
 
St. Catherine of Siena,  
Ft. Thomas 
June 7, 6–11 p.m.,  
adults only Music Fest 
June 8, 5:30–11 p.m.,  
festival 
 
St. Joseph, Camp Springs 
June 8, 4–11 p.m. 
 
St. Therese, Southgate 
June 13, 6–10 p.m.,  
adults only 
June 14–15, 6–11 p.m. 
 

St. Joseph Academy, 
Walton 
June 14 and 15,  
5:30–11 p.m., Pig Fest 
 
Mary, Queen of Heaven, 
Erlanger 
June 21–22, 5–11 p.m. 
June 23, 12:30–5 p.m. 
 
St. Pius X, Edgewood 
July 12–13. 6 p.m.–12 a.m. 
July 14, 4–10 p.m. 
 
St. Thomas, Ft. Thomas 
July 19, 6–11 p.m. 
July 20, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Joseph, Cold Spring 
Aug. 2–3, 6–11 p.m. 
 
 

St. Philip, Melbourne 
Aug. 17, golf ball drop and 
festival 
 
Holy Cross District 
High School 
Aug. 23, 6 p.m.–12 a.m. 
Aug. 24, 5:30–12 a.m. 
 
St. Cecilia Parish, 
Independence 
Aug. 30–31, 7–11 p.m., 
Sept. 1, 6–11 p.m. 
Family Day, Sept. 7,  
1–10 p.m. 
 
St. Benedict Parish, 
Covington 
Sept. 20 and 21, 5–11 p.m. 
 
St. Agnes, Ft. Wright 
Sept. 27–29, Oktoberfest 

2024 Parish FestivalsNewsworthy

Isaac Stricker, son of Kyle 
and Cassie Stricker and rising 
senior at Villa Madonna 
Academy HS/JH, earned the 
highest possible ACT  
composite score of 36.  
About one-quarter of  
1 percent of students who 
take the ACT earn a top score.

Read, pray, play!  
Those words of  advice have become a tradition to the students of  St. Joseph, Cold Spring, each year as they begin 
their summer break. This year those very words were played out on the playground on the last day of  school. 
Father A. J. Gedney volunteered to join in the last game of  kick ball. There were lots of  prayers from both teams 
as Father A. J. took his turn at bat. The outcome was an abundance of  fun for both teams and a memory they are 
sure to carry with them for many years to come.



Sister Kathryn J. Hermes 
Isn’t it true that great things often have small begin-

nings? Like the mighty Mississippi which begins as a 
small stream — only 18 feet across — flowing gently from 
Lake Itasca in Northern Minnesota over 2,000 miles 
toward the Gulf  of  Mexico. And like the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage which launched on Pentecost! 
Through the power of  the Holy Spirit, pilgrims took their 
first steps on a journey that will trace a cross over our land 
and which, after 6,500 miles of  prayer and witness, will 
converge on Indianapolis for the Eucharistic Congress in 
July. 

It is a historic moment, and not just because of  the 
length of  the pilgrimage. It is the reason for this collective 
act of  belief  in the presence and power of  Jesus to change 
history that is breathing new life into our faith. As 
Archbishop Cordileone stated in a homily before leading 
3,000–4,000 pilgrims across the Golden Gate Bridge, Jesus’ 
way of  love “has the power to change history, to change 
hearts, to bring the life of  heaven to earth and to bring us 
to the life of  heaven when we pass from this world to the 
next.” 

In full vestments, Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens 
stood among the pines at Lake Itasca to launch the 
Marian Route from Minnesota. He held high the 
Eucharist in a monstrance as he blessed the pil-
grims at the beginning of  their journey with 
Jesus. Bishop Cozzens reminded all gathered: 
“The revival has to begin with you and me, and 
has to begin with our repentance, humbling our-
selves, turning from our sin.... That’s when the 
power of  the Holy Spirit will be able to inhabit our 
hearts... so that [you and] I can be the saint[s] that he’s 
calling [us] to be.” 

Natalie Garza, a high school theology teacher in Kansas 
City and a pilgrim on the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Route, 
will be accompanying the Eucharist for the next 60 days. 
She looks forward to living “a real expression and experi-
ence of  discipleship.” She is eager, as she says, “to witness 
with my body the truth that I have professed with my 
words many times, that Jesus Christ is really present in 
the Eucharist.” 

Pilgrimages are this living of  the faith publicly. It isn’t 
timid. It isn’t hidden. It’s not kept in secret. It is visibly dis-
played. In his homily, Archbishop Cordileone compared it 
to the recently beatified Ulma family — a mother, father 
and their seven children — who were martyred in Poland 
by the Nazis for sheltering Jews. “Today, we publicly dis-
play our faith,” he said as they began their procession to 
the Golden Gate Bridge. “We will take it to the streets with 
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Eventually, all the way 
to Indianapolis for the National Eucharistic Congress in 
two months.” 

All who join the Eucharistic pilgrimage, even if  just for 
a few miles, have the opportunity to receive what every pil-

grim has discovered. Archbishop 
Cordileone put it this way: “Christ 

breathes new life into us, his church.” 
Archbishop Christopher Coyne of  Hartford, Connecticut, 
who presided over the launching of  the Seton Route, had 
another way of  expressing it: “Our life as Christians is a 
pilgrimage along the path of  salvation. But it is not a soli-
tary one. It is one in which we walk together as the Body of  
Christ. In seeking after what God desires of  us, we become 
pilgrims of  no path but the one that he would have us fol-
low.” 

More than a journey from one place to another, he 
added, a pilgrimage is about coming home. “It allows one 
to turn to God, to tend to 
what is most important to 
life.” 

The southern route is 
named after St. Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, a 16th-
century Indigenous 
Catholic saint. He was 
instrumental in trans-
forming the history of  

Mexico by sharing the message and image of  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, Patroness of  the Americas, and he had a pro-
found devotion to the Eucharist. Every day, he walked 15 
miles to go to Mass, in a kind of  pilgrimage toward the 
Lord. 

“As we celebrate this great Pentecost Sunday, we ask the 
Spirit to enable us to give that witness as we go out, not 
only from this cathedral church, but to the world,” said 
Brownsville’s Bishop Daniel E. Flores during the May 19 
Mass celebrated in English and Spanish, launching the 
Pilgrimage. 

Those interested in the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
can find out more at www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org.
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What every pilgrim discovers: Christ breathes new life into us

Bishop Cozzens raises the Eucharist in a monstrance at the shores of  Lake Itasca.
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GRADUATION 2024

Families, schools, Bishop Iffert honor graduates
Bishop John Iffert and Kendra McGuire, superintendent of  schools, attended 
high school graduations in the diocese May 15 – 25. This is a pictorial salute to 
the class of  2024. God bless, grads!

Newport Central  
Catholic  

High School

St. Henry District High School

Covington Latin School

Villa Madonna Academy

 Baker, Keener and Young photos

Notre Dame Academy

St. Patrick High School

Bishop Brossart  
High School

Holy Cross  
District High School

Covington Catholic High School
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May 2024 

Dear Graduates of the Class of 2024, 

At every graduation and baccalaureate Mass I attend this 
year, someone reflects on what the pandemic meant for 
the early high school or college days of this graduating 

class. Four years ago, there were no in-person graduations. Many common 
experiences were cancelled or recast. 

Here’s the question I have been asking these graduates. “Is your joy today 
any less substantial because you missed out on graduation four years ago?” 
The universal answer has been a resounding “NO.” In fact, most say that 
today’s joy is heightened and the celebrations more meaningful because 
people are so eager to rejoice in the Class of 2024’s entire academic accom-
plishment and to be thankful that the months and years of struggle have 
borne fruit. 

Now some of you, like me, lost family members to the COVID virus. I never 
want to minimize the grief or loss that lingers when someone is taken from 
our lives. There is a permanent loss that is real and lasting. I encourage us 
all, though, to distinguish between that grief and passing discomfort. 

It is a mistake to confuse what is temporary with what is lasting. So many 
times, we let ourselves believe that the failure, setback, obstacle, low-point, 
sadness, loss of freedom, or acute grief that we are now experiencing is a 
permanent condition of life and we cannot see a path forward that can lead 
to joy. I like to tell myself and others all the time, “God has a future in mind 
for you and God can be trusted.” Cling to that truth and let God lead you 
through low times and struggles.  

Joy is not so much the fruit of a life without troubles, but a life with  
troubles well-faced. In 1963, at the National Prayer Breakfast, President John 
F. Kennedy quoted Reverend Phillips Brooks: “Do not pray for easy lives.  
Pray to be stronger men (and women)! Do not pray for tasks equal to your 
powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks.” (Some of you may have seen a 
similar sentiment attributed to Bruce Lee.) It is important, especially when 
challenged, to keep one’s eyes on the promises of Christ and to stand in 
faith. Rely on the Holy Spirit for the strengths and gifts necessary to live  
life that is truly good. 

Class of 2024, let this early lesson teach you that the good life, the joyful life, 
the successful life, the fully human life, flows from a life of virtuous  
self-giving — sacrifice. It is by living for the common good and bearing up 
with one another’s risks and burdens that we come to know our deepest 
selves and avoid the shallow life. 

Jesus calls this way of living “taking up your cross.” During your formative 
years, we have had an opportunity, as a community, to share a once in a 
century public health crisis. It has been a shared cross. Many of us have 
grieved that your adolescence has been, in many ways, atypical. My prayer 
for you now is that this early experience will strengthen you, set you on  
the path of shared sacrifice, teach you to take up your cross and follow 
Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, help you to be atypically strong, 
compassionate, gentle souls who rediscover life lived for the common good. 

Congratulations Class of 2024. Every generation hopes to shape the world 
for the better. May your dreams to build a better world than you found  
be fulfilled in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Yours devotedly in the Lord, 

 

Bishop John Iffert

GRADUATION 2024
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Bishop Brossart High 
School 

Alexander Amin** 
Harrison Besse** 
Tyler Braun*** 
Branden Burkhardt** 
Brennen Callahan* 
Evan Callahan*** 
Ryan Clines*** 
Mia Cooney  
Michael Cooney*** 
Noah Everett** 
Mayson Goepper*** 
Henry Goering  
Reagan Golden*** 
Reed Golden  
Carter Goodman*** 
Landon Guidugli  
Alexandra Gulley*** 
Nathaniel Heck*** 
Nicholas Heck  
Ava Heim*** 
Ryland Heim*** 
Lily Henry*** 
Travis Herget** 
Kayla Hesse  
Carleigh Hitch* 
Alexander Keller* 
Jessica Keller* 
Maximillian Keller** 
Ryan Keller* 
Kiersten Key*** 
Kylie Kremer*** 
Madelyn Kremer*** 
Avery Lachenman*** 
Abigail Lloyd* 
Alexandra Lonneman*** 
Morgan Lusby*** 
Leah Malay** 
Quinn Neltner** 
Austin Oergel  
Payton Parker** 
Alex Khang Pham* 
Cecilia Phirman*** 
Catherine Reis*** 
Chloe Reis  
Ava Ritter*** 
Bailey Ritter*** 
Nathan Ruth*** 
Emma Sandfoss*** 
Nicole Saner  
Jackson Schabell*** 
Avery Schaeffer*** 
Audrey Scharf   
Daniel Schmidt*** 
Lucas Schroeder*** 
Madisyn Shaffer  
Gwendolyn Sheffel* 
Nadia Shurley* 
Derek Smith  
Timothy Smith  
Tyler Smith*** 
Katelyn Steffen  
Molly Twehues*** 
Brandon Uebel  
Hailey Webb*** 

Riley Weghorn*** 
Ryan Williamson** 
Jantzen Wittrock* 
 

Covington Catholic 
High School 

Myles Alexander Adamchik* 
Samuel James Atkins 
Cambren Douglas Ayres*** 
Noah Edward Back*** 
William Donovan Belew 
Dexter Thomas Bent 
Casey Bryson Dewitt Bir*** 
Jacob Richard Bockweg 
Nolan Edelbroich Bonta*** 
Alexander Francis Brenner 
John Tyler Brooking 
Jacob Tyler Brown*** 
Lucas Christopher Burg*** 
Freddie Cecil Caldwell IV*** 
Cody Matthew Cline* 
Hagen Conley 
Boston Henry Dailey 
Joseph William Deters*** 
Charles Raffo Dieruf  IV 
Vincent Nicholas DiTommaso 
Adam James Donelan** 
Mason Matthew Edwards 
Griffin Michael Eilers* 
Charles Andrew Eiting*** 
Timothy Carter Hemmer 

Eliassen*** 
Owen Anthony Erpenbeck 
Andrew Thomas Farley** 
Simon Paul Fieler 
Lucas Thomas Finley* 
Kyle Anderson Finn 
Collin Robert Flaherty 
Andrew Joseph Flickinger* 
Joshua Martin Flood* 
John Julian Freeman 
Mitchell Bradley Gastright 
Jackson Alexander Gerdes 
Jonathan Farah Ghazala 
Carson James Gould 
Jackson Paul Gronotte** 
Jackson Thomas Halpin** 
Jacob Michael Hayduk 
Owen Michael Heck*** 
Noah Colin Hodge** 
Cole Michael Hubert** 
Brady Patrick Hussey 
Noah Weldon Johnson* 
Seth Barrett Jones** 
Aidan Thomas Kennedy** 
Christopher Peyton Kennedy 
Joseph Edward Kennedy* 
Jacob Edward Klumb** 
Malachi James Knasel** 
Cole Lucas Knipper*** 
Jacob Shade Larkin* 
Tyler Harrison Laws*** 
Aidan Daniel Leach*** 
Owen Robert Leen* 
Ethan Charles Davis Long 

Parker Lee Madden 
Joseph Duncan Magary** 
Aidan Thomas Manning 
Ryan Christopher Matheny 
James Patrick McDermott* 
Parker James McKinley*** 
Lucas Adam Meagher*** 
Wade James Merk 
Weston James Merk 
Ke’Shawn Dion Metts 
William Fenway Michels 
Braylon Tate Miller 
Josiah Caden Miller 
Alexander Joseph Moening*** 
Steven James Moore 
Jude Michael Mueller 
Maddox Isaias Nelson 
Grant Eric Nullmeier** 
Wilhelm Frederick Otto* 
Jacob Tyler Pieper 
Luke Christopher Pieper** 
Evan Michael Pitzer** 
Luke Augustus Rabe 
Benjamin Michael Reeves* 
Williams Jesus Rodriguez II 
Jackson Emilio Salinas* 
Noah Gregory Salsbury 
Ryan Donald Scheper 
Michael Paul Schild 
Nathan Robert Schutte 
Ty Michael Schwalbach*** 
Samuel Cain Scroggins 
Yashesh P Shah 
Lucas Charles Short 
Robert Henry Smith* 
Thomas Harrison Smith* 
Avery Lee Stanley III 
Cooper James Stout* 
Carson Andrew Stover** 
John Paul Raymond Sullivan 
Henry Lucas Thamann 
Patrick James Theissen 
William Lytle Thomas*** 
Zachary Parker Thompson* 
Cole Hayden Vallecillo 
Evan Alexander Vinson* 
Elijah Charles Wagner 
Jonah William Wainscott 
Nicholas Michael Walsh 
Joseph Colin Weiler** 
Jeremy Roy Wiehe 
Nathan Michael Witte** 
Austin Joseph Woolf** 
Andrew Christopher 

Worrall*** 
Michael Francis Zechella*** 
Bradley Christopher Zekl*** 
 

Covington Latin 
School 

Andrea Michelle Burgher*** 
Coey Cheng*** 
Sage Lee Dehner*** 
Julia Kirubai Devadason*** 
Shaniah Marie Disney** 

Lucas Daniel Dwyer*** 
Rachael Anne Ehrman*** 
Gemma Marie Feldman*** 
Caleb Malik Graves 
Brielle Renee Green** 
John Paul Benedict 

Guilford** 
Kaylee Maj Johnsonbaugh*** 
David Thomas Jones*** 
Monica Katherine Juelg*** 
Caleb Quinn Kobman*** 
Joshua David Manning 
Brian David Noe*** 
Nathaniel Alan Novak*** 
Danica Alma Przanowski*** 
Aidan Woodrow Ross*** 
Elisabeth Kathleen Russell*** 
Karina Nicole Stankova*** 
Magdalena Nadine 

Stankova** 
 

Holy Cross District 
High School 

Mayra Melinda Morales 
Aguilar*** 

Donovan Cruz Ambrocio* 
Austin Matthew 

Arlinghaus*** 
Austin Christopher Bailey** 
Andrew Brett Bales 
Tyler James Beane*** 
Jeremy Edward Bohman 

Aubrey Alyssa Bornhorn*** 
Logan Graham Brunk** 
Sydney Alexander Bunton*** 
Trinity Annamarie Callahan 
Zachary Allen Chalfin* 
Jacob Lee Daly*** 
Parker James Deaton** 
Ella Bernadette Deavy* 
Ashley Nicole Domingo** 
Skyler Paige Dudderar** 
Nikolai Alexander Dunn** 
Ryan Anthony Ehlman*** 
Andrea  Fierros-Marquez** 
William Byson Fisk*** 
Olivia Quinn Gangwish** 
Emmah Braye Harrell** 
N’ayrie Azalae Anivek Hauser 
Aaliyah Paris Renee Hayes 
Natalie Jo Heist*** 
Nickolas James Himonidis 
Ivy Christine Hoffman*** 
Julia Jade Hunt*** 
Emma Lyn Kite 
Kaycee Ann Marie Lay 
Arielle Elizabeth Lipson*** 
Camille Nina Lowe*** 
Tyler Christopher Luster* 
Carter Joshua Alan Newborn 
Paige Celeste Nielander*** 
Abigail Marie Nienaber*** 
Austin Maththew Parsons 
Reagan Mara Poole* 
Nolan Lucas Rayburn 
Makenzey Kaleigh Nicole 

Reed 
Colin Patrick Reed* 
Gabriel Thomas Reed*** 
Carson David Reinersman 
Brady Austin Reusch* 
Braelyn Kapri Romanello*** 

Davonte Malik Ryan 
Addison Marie Saalfeld*** 
Isabella Maria Saalfeld*** 
Jenna McKenzie Saalfeld*** 
Carole Jean Sullivan*** 
Ariona Kaye Thurmond* 
Taylor Fernanda Trejo* 
David Gaige Turner 
Dominic Michael 

Vennemann*** 
Nicholas Joaquin Voight*** 
Nathan Maxwell Ward* 
Kendall Marie Warner 
Anna Margaret Wells*** 
Molly Jeanette Wells*** 
Ahmiayah La’Nae Wimzie* 
Luci Marie Wurtz 
Aidan John Young* 
Elsa Katherine Ann 

Zeismann 
 

Newport Central 
Catholic High School 
Raymond Nicholas Abplanalp 
Justin Daniel Baldwin 
Emma Michele Beck*** 
Kara Anna Marie Bleser*** 
Emma Josephine Boden* 
Michael Edward Bricking 
Savannah Adelyn 

Browning*** 

2024 Graduates2024 Graduates
“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever 
has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself  to him.”    (John 15:20-21)

GRADUATION 2024
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Benjamin Michael Bucher*** 
Emma Grace Cleves* 
Axel Alton Dance 
Ryan Michael Desmond** 
Brady Allen Diedenhofer*** 
Mitchell David Doeker* 
Serena Mae Drury** 
Caleb Alan Eaglin* 
Aidan Patrick Ewing 
Rachel Jane Glaser*** 
Delaney Elizabeth Green*** 
Griffin Paul Hatfield*** 
Grace Jane Heck** 
Reagan Marie Hill* 
Ellen Margaret Hoover 
Samantha Elizabeth 

Howard*** 
Amy Marie Claudia Kelly 
Nora Elizabeth Kelly* 
Tyler James Kevill*** 
Ellie Lyn Krallman*** 
Gweneth Marcella Kramer*** 
Samuel Thomas Krebs*** 
Brayden Elijah Leger 
Jordan Nichelle Lillard 
Jacob John Luhn** 
Michaleen Sean Marron 
Mason George McCloskey 
Ethan James McMahon*** 
Reilly Catherine McMahon 
Alivia Grace Murphy 
Jonathan Mason Neff* 
Noah George Ohradzansky* 
Layla Jade Pangallo*** 
Kameron Jamar Patterson 
Carter James Sleet 
Austen McKenzie Perdue 
Genevieve Francis Rafferty** 
Kori Marie Reckers 
Ava Elizabeth Roeder 
Owen Magnus Roeder** 
Katlyn Carmella Schmitt*** 
Jill Marie Schneider*** 
Connor Roland Seiter 
Lucy Rose Simons*** 
Kolton Joseph John Smith*** 
Mikayla Rose Spangler** 
Alicia Marie Stewart* 
Jacob Maurice Sullivan 
Evan Zachary Turpin 
Morgan Nicole Wagner*** 
Demetrick Jateek Welch, Jr. 
Augustine Edward Webb 

West** 
Christian Robert Woods*** 
Landon J. York 
 

Notre Dame 
Academy 

Heidi Abeln*** 
Megan Ahern*** 
Madelyn Armbruster 
Elise Asch** 
Kendall Aytes* 
Isabelle Bailey*** 
Lucy Bailey*** 
Gabrielle Baker* 
Ryan Baker*** 
Jasmine Barczak*** 
Kacee Bennett 
Amelia Boemerman** 
Annabelle Bowman*** 
Lauren Bowman 
Jacquelyn Brueggemann*** 
Caroline Calvert** 

Hailey Cogswell*** 
Jamie Collins 
Kendra Collins*** 
Claire Coppage*** 
Nicolette Cottingham*** 
Anna Cruse*** 
Lindsey Davis** 
Kristina Dawson** 
Brooke Donaldson* 
Elizabeth Dowd 
Eva Dozier*** 
Lydia Dusing*** 
Klaire Eckhardt*** 
Sophia Ernst*** 
Ava Erpenbeck 
Isabella Eubank** 
Anna Farro** 
Isabelle Fettig*** 
Layla Ficke*** 
Ella Flesch*** 
Sophia Franxman*** 
Lauren Futscher*** 
Kate Gallenstein*** 
Anna Gilbert*** 
Delaney Gillum 
Emery Graham* 
Sophia Graham*** 
Caroline Harper*** 
Clara Heberling*** 
Brooke Hollenkamp*** 
Hannah Holocher*** 
Jessica Igel*** 
Brooke Inyart*** 
Brooke Jackson*** 
Kierstin Jett 
Caroline Joyce*** 
Nora Kampinga*** 
Annika Kasle* 
Mary Kelly*** 
Mia Kent*** 
Georgia Kleman*** 
Hannah Knapke*** 
Allison Knop*** 
Emma Krallman*** 
Keira Laudick** 
Allison Laws*** 
Tessa Lenihan*** 
Carly Lewin** 
Carina MacDonald* 
Lacey Mack*** 
Allison Magary*** 
Jolie Mangeot** 
Emmalyn Martin* 
Carys Massie 
Alexis Mauller*** 
Megan McKeown*** 
Ava McKinley* 
Janie McManus*** 
Jessica Mendez Quino* 
Julia Meyers*** 
Anna Neubacher** 
Corinne Nolting 
Grace Nullmeier*** 
Heidrun Ochs*** 
Jackeline Otto*** 
Lily Overbay*** 
Anna Pohlman* 
Samantha Poulos*** 
Kayleigh Ransom** 
Zoe Rassati*** 
Molly Rawe** 
Hannah Renaker*** 
Marlee Reynolds*** 
MaryElle Reynolds** 
Nina Roedig 
Aislin Ross** 
Brooklynn Rump* 
Sophia Santos*** 
Paige Schroder 
Tessa Schulte*** 
Meghan Schwartz* 
Emerson Scott 
Clare Shay*** 

Brookelynn Smith* 
Samantha Spellman*** 
Carissa Stahl 
Erica Stith* 
Paige Summe*** 
Carlyn Tranter*** 
Grace Van Hook* 
Ava Voelker*** 
Rylie Wald*** 
Mary Wall*** 
Claire Weaver 
Mary Weber*** 
Kelsey Weil*** 
Gabrielle White*** 
Rebecca Wirth*** 
Carleigh Witajewski*** 
Kimberly Woeste*** 
Lea Youtsey*** 
Mackinsey Zemter** 
 

St. Henry District 
High School 

Elian Abdrabbo** 
Madison Bailey*** 
Samuel Baker*** 
Sydney Bautista** 
Jacob Beimesch  
Peyton Blakley** 
Sydney Bollman*** 
Morgan Bonno*** 
Mikah Breetz  
Logan Brinkman  
Joshua Brockman  
Liela Brown* 
Molly Brue*** 
Brooklyn Callioni  
Joseph Chapman  
Sydney Christmas  
Avery Collins*** 
Alexandra Collins*** 
Caden Creevy  
Lake Durrett*** 
Jacob Elfers*** 
Annalee Ernst*** 
Richard Erwin** 
Rachel Esquivel* 
Jennifer Felix* 
Anna Fischer*** 

Emma Fischer*** 
Andrew Flanagan** 
Jacob Francis  
Grace Greber** 
Jackson Gross** 
Stephanie Gruener* 
Anna Guard*** 
Jenna Hail  
Ryan Hartman** 
Matthew Hayden  
Shane Helmle  
Taylor Hill  
Audrey Holian** 
Jack Howard** 
Carmen Ives** 
Kendall Jara** 
Molly Kamer*** 
Emma Keipert** 
Sara Kleier*** 
Josephine Knollman** 
Molly Krallman*** 
Alyssa Lanham* 
Macy Lentz*** 
Audrey Leonhard*** 
Emma Linkugel*** 
Aubrey Logan  
John Lubert*** 
Samuel Lunnemann*** 
Elizabeth Mason** 
Olivia Massey*** 
Alexis Mcmillin  
Jackson Meyer  
Aaron Milner*** 
Maximus Mirick  
Marion Mirus*** 
Kyle Moellering  
Jacob Moore** 
Raymond Neiheisel*** 
James Noble** 
Quinn Padgett  
Olivia Parhad** 
Sarah Poat  
Samuel Regensburger** 
Andrew Reis* 
Camryn Reymond* 
Alexa Riegler*** 
Evan Ritchie  
John Roebker*** 
Andrew Rohling  
Kayla Rose* 
Mary Ryan** 
Maria Ryan** 
Abdullah Saadawi** 

Karla Schmidt** 
Kylie Shannon  
Brady Shea  
Carson Shea*** 
Alivia Skidmore** 
Grace Southard** 
Cami Spellman* 
James Stewart*** 
Samuel Stigall** 
Emma Stocker*** 
Elizabeth Tabeling** 
Gabriel Thelen*** 
Natalee Tracey  
Kayla Unkraut*** 
Isabelle Weise  
Corisa Wellman*** 
Claire Williams*** 
Joleigh Woolf** 
Keanu Ziolkowski*** 
Kiara Ziolkowski** 
Avery Vieth 
Nicholas Webster 
Anna Wilson*** 
Mitchell Wolking*** 
Megan Wulfeck 
Kyle Ziegelmeyer 

 

St. Patrick  
High School 

Marco Barrios 
Jacob Berry 
Mya Franco 
Laythan Garcia 
Josiah Hays 
Falon Klee 
Ava Lambert** 
Brianna Nguyen*** 
Maggie Porter*** 
Taylor Watts*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Villa Madonna 
Academy 

John Adams*** 
Neil Adley*** 
Milton Allen 
Madison Bailey** 
Grace Bicknell 
Natalee Bond*** 
Adam Brandstetter*** 
Dominic Brockman*** 
Brandon Campling*** 
Emma Chillo** 
Kara Cochran 
Colston Coppage* 
Emily Creed*** 
Liam Currie** 
Jocelyn Demler*** 
Isabelle Fischer*** 
Emma Gibbs 
Connor Gumm 
Adam Hassoun*** 
Margot Hollis** 
Adam Kolar*** 
Lorelai Lewis* 
Logan Lewis* 
Charlotte Litmer*** 
Jonah Martin*** 
Madeline Mitchell*** 
Carson Patrick*** 
Isabella Ramundo*** 
Anna Riordan*** 
Kaylee Ryan** 
Sydney Short*** 
Noah Stumbo*** 
Henry Thole** 
Jacob Thornberry** 
Quinn Wall 
Yawen Wang** 
Jacob Watson*** 
Thomas Wenning*** 
Ashley Willmott***

GRADUATION 2024

*Cum Laude 
**Magna Cum Laude 
***Summa Cum Laude 
+ Thomas More Scholar 
++ Thomas More Fellow



Thomas More 
University  

College of  Liberal Arts & 
Social Sciences 

Ashley Brianne Akins 
Ashley Elizabeth Albrinck** 
Ryan Patrick Albrinck 
Dakota Katelyn Anderson 
Shelby Taylor Anderson 
Grace Marie Armentrout* 
Andrew Lee Bailey***+ 
Cameron Christopher Baird 
Lindsay Marie Ballinger** 
Allison Joy Bartlett 
Kayla JoAnn Bateman 
Alyssa Jean Battaglia 
Aaliyah Shamirre Baxter 
Sarah Katherine Bertsch*** 
Maegan Elizabeth Bickers 
Kennedy Chan Bin 
Matthew George Bohman* 
Ethan J. Boyers 
Kaylynn Marie Bruner 
Danielle Irene Carle* 
Sarah G. Caruso* 
Ashley Casarrubias Rios* 
Kei’Terriouse LeVont Cash 
Jasmine M Caudill 
Joseph Earl Chadwick*** 
Elijah Stormy Richard 

Chambers 
Erika Jenea Chen 
Chon’Dre Keyshon Cissell 
Anayansi Claxton 
Abigail Grace Coleman 
Mason Bryan Collver 
Alexandra Paola Colmenares 

Herrera* 
Claire Lilly Combs* 
Sierra Michelle Crawford 
Michaela C. Crites 
Brooks Anthony Curran 
Samantha Joyce Daily 
Cooper J. Daniels* 
Kaleb Gage Darnell* 
Ian M. Daugherty 

Henry Patrick Driscoll 
Juliette R. Duke*** 
Spencer William Edwards 
Dylan Jay Elsworth 
Niyokwizera Eva 
Daniel Andrew Feltrop 
Brandy Blane Franxman 
Zachary Fryman 
Ian Galloway 
Fabiana Nogueira Grady 
Nicholas James Groene* 
Sophia Victoria Hermosilla** 
Caleb J. Hightchew* 
Alana Marie Hinton 
Joshua Johnathan Hobbs 
Jackson Howard* 
Brooke Howe*** 
Hannah Beth Kanewske 
Hanna Marie Keyser 
Cassidy Lynn King 
Amber Grace Konerman 
Adam M. Kozerski 
Kelsie M. Lacy*** 
Paige Leigh Landers*** 
Grayson McCurry Lawson 
Joseph Burke Lieberman 
Eylie Marie Lorenz 
Autumn Nikole Louden 
Austin Cory Lowe 
Rachel Catherine Martin* 
Kelsey Alexandra Mathis* 
Tristan Logan Maurer 
Daulton Jacob Mayer* 
Andrea Rose McCann 
Allison J. McDonald** 
Savannah Marie McDonald* 
Anderson Pratt McDowell 
Maggie Mae McLain 
Summer Cathleen McNealy* 
Maycie Drue Merritt* 
Casey Joy Miller* 
David Edward Moore***+ 
Ryan Holton Moore 
Ryosuke Nakajima Jr. 
Joseph Charles Nasser 
Raniesha Marie Nelson 
Devon Lee O’Bryon 
Robert Len Ours 
Logan Pattison-Knutson 
Lisa Marie Ray 
Thomas J. Ray* 
Megan B. Rider 
Emili Madison Riffe 
Daniel John Roberts** 
Jacob D. Roberts 
Alexandra M. Rodiz 

Mikaela Stephanie Rosenthal 
Elaina Nicole Ruschman 
Brittney Elizabeth Ryan 
Cassandra Ann Saner 
Madalyn Elizabeth Saunders 
Jennifer Sue Schalk 
Ashley Lauren Schloemer 
Mackenzie Lynn Schmidt 
Avery Lauren Seig 
Jackson Robert Sinnard 
Mackenzie Marie Skaggs 
Blake Anthony Slone 
Gracen R. Smith 
Joshua Jeffrey Smith 
Tiffany Cierra Snider 
Grant Patrick Stapleton 
Frank Alexander Stoddart** 
Miranda L. Stouffer 
Jessica Rae Thomas*** 
Katrina Faith Tuke* 
Erik L. Vezina 
Hannah Rose Vollmer 
Cameron Shawn Ware 
Houston Ashby Watson***+ 
Jacob Michael Weigel 
Isabella Ross Whitis* 
Alison Mackensie Whitley 
Isabella Frances Young**+ 
Kendra Elizabeth Yurt*** 
 
St. Elizabeth College of  

Natural & Health 
Sciences 

Michael Kenneth Adams 
Brady C. Baldock* 
Sydney Alece Bledsoe 
Alison Renee Breig 
Kelly Elizabeth Brenner*** 
Savannah M Brewer 
Jessica Renee Brumfield 
Annaliese Korin Butler** 
Cara Caitlyn Campbell 
Zachary Michael Cappel 
Ainsley Brianna Clark 
Trevor Dylan Click 
Ash Elizabeth Coleman 
Carlie Mabel Combs 
Madison Grace Davis*** 
Lindsay Michelle Dawson*++ 
Makai Bobbi Paige Dickerson 
Carlos Dorkpo 
Isabel Paige Dragotta* 
Timothy Cameron Fugate 
Amber N. Garland 
Sarah R. Gibson* 
Kourtney Annastasia Hamm 

Riley Norman Haubner 
Nikolaus Karl Heckel 
Maria L. Hernandez* 
Tara Alexis Hisle 
Aric S. Hoffman 
Allison Michelle Huesman 
Brendan Keller 
Nicole Samantha Kelley* 
Delaney Danielle Kemper** 
Samantha Marie Kessler 
Ha Young Kim 
Alexandra Jamie Kroth* 
Olivia Mae Kuetemeyer* 
Danielle Marie Kulbe 
Madison Wiesman 

Littelmann 
Spencer Pierce Magee 
Tara Ann Marland 
Megan T. McGraw 
Sophie Lee Ju McVay*+ 
Olivia Morgan Meier* 
Mckenzie Mobley 
Evan Christopher Mulberry 
Emily Ann O’Connell*** 
Emmanuel Bennyhinn 

Oloo*+ 
Samuel Brent Roberts* 
Skylee Paige Roland*** 
Ashlyn Schank 
Alexandria Elizabeth 

Smith*** 
Morgan Elizabeth Smith 
Andrew Jacob Stewart 
Karlie Renae Stiles 
Kaitlyn Joyce Stivers 
Bo Arthur Stoll***+ 
Grace Elizabeth Thamann* 
Danielle Jean Thomas 
Jose Rafael Urtecho Gonzalez 
Mattison Ella Vickers 
Katelyn M. Weldon* 
Matthew John Wimmers** 
Connor William Bosko Young 
Samantha Anne Zeigler* 
 
Robert W. Plaster College of  

Business 
Isaac Dean Abdon* 
Jakob Hunter Ahlfeld* 
Benjamin Joseph Albrinck 
Charles Morgan Allan*** 
Leesha Kelly Andereck 
Madison E. Anspach 
Geoffrey M. Ball* 
Kyle Eugene Barrett 
Mason Michael Berger** 

Kelly Ann Bilz 
Skylar Paige Boeh 
Maximo Miguel Bompart 

Morales 
MacKyle J. Borchers 
Noah James Brophy * 
Rebecca Buchanan** 
Steven P. Buchner 
Matias Caramuti  
Madison Lee Carle 
Nicholas Jerome Carle 
Amanda Castleberry 
Sandra Lee Cleveland 
Zachary Monroe Coleman 
Simon Eduardo Colmenares 

Herrera 
Joseph R. Curtis 
Brenna Elizabeth Dane 
Maggie Elizabeth Darpel 
Kristopher Homer Davis 
Ryan Douglas Draughn 
Zachary J. Dugan 
Benjamin Brooks Duncan 
Derek Wayne Eddings 
Brennan Matthew Eilers 
Khadim Rassul Fall 
Lucas James Ferguson** 
Timothy R. Fieger** 
Dakota Lee Finn 
Jocelyn Gail Geraci** 
Tammy Marie Gerdes 
Christopher Lee Goodpaster 
Ross P. Halverstadt 
Madeline-Nicole Santos 

Harmon 
Jantine Sterre Marie 

Harsveld van der Veen 
Sarah Beverly Hart 
Clarrissa Dannielle Harvey 
Dorothy L. Hayes 
Mason Lee Hill 
Yolanda Hill 
Charles Emmett Hooker 
Elijah Joseph Howard 
Nicholas Cyril Hubbard 
Brandon Cole Hughes 
Rachel Sophia Hummel 
Micah H. Impanis 
Cameron N. Jansing 
E. Holly Jenkins 
Sydney Renay Johnson 
Maggie Ann Jones 
Nolan Adams Kamer*** 
Nancedeep Kaur*+ 
Melinda Renee Kellam 
Baiju Kidaagen Poulose 

David John Klenk 
Blayke Steven-Edward 

Kremer 
Kindra M. Kuntz 
Adam Joseph Larkins 
Tanner Thomas Lawrence 
Victoria June Madden 
Rachel Monica Mains 
Koryn A. Manning* 
Andrew Dillon Martini 
Aaron McClellan 
Monileap Mey 
Mitchell Thomas Mierke 
Jack Andrew Milton 
Erin Claire Molony 
Alyssa Lynn Monson* 
Samantha Nicole Mosby 
Dylan Michael Mosher 
Ali Kazim Nakhid 
Colin James Noble* 
Benjamin Christopher 

Oberholzer 
Adam Vincent Owens 
Natalie Nichole Partin 
Gavin Clay Pearson** 
Erin Rebecca Preston***+ 
Deborah Ann Ramirez 
Brady Murphy Randle 
John T. Reddy 
Kolton Shane Reeves* 
Tonya Suzanne 

Regensburger* 
Sydney Marie Rhodes 
Peter Christopher Rice* 
Kallie Grace Riley 
Shawn M. Roberts* 
Ethan Alexander Rowe 
Vuk Sajlovic 
Sergio San Pablo Bermejo 
Colton Robert Sandhas 
Dakota Lee Schroeder* 
Rachel Allison-Ka Schultz 
Jalen MonQwael Scott 
Austin Henry Shaffer*** 
Jesse L. Short Jr 
Donahugh Junior Simpson 
Jennifer L. Sizemore*** 
Jonathan Lee Smith 
Kellee Lynn Spahr 
William Chase Stanfield 
Sondre Taklo 
Jack Preston Tally 
Ryan Michael Tanner 
Tamara L. Tapia 
Tristen Teboe 
Jacob Robert Toelke* 
Michael Tolson 
Reagan Michelle Toothaker 
Nathan Henry Trujillo 

Turner 
William Robert Tuttle 
Rae Von T. Vaden 
Ian Vallandingham 
Shawn M. Vig 
Juan Pablo Villagrana 

Francisco* 
Nathan Paul Vogelpohl 
John Gerard Wehr Jr 
Jacob Arthur Wehrman 
Matthew Gregory Weil*** 
Marianna Weisbrod*** 
Shaun Kevin Williams* 
Kalyn Rae Wilson 
Sarah Mae Wilson 
Thomas M. Wolfe 
Conner James Young 
Kennedy A. Yurt
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GRADUATION 2024

*** Summa Cum Laude  
** Magna Cum Laude 

* Cum Laude 
+ Thomas More Scholar  

++ Thomas More Fellow  
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Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — To change the world, children must 
press ahead, be joyful, ask adults why there is injustice and 
always help others, Pope Francis told thousands of  chil-
dren gathered in Rome’s Olympic Stadium for the church’s 
first ever World Children’s Day. 

“We are gathered here at the Olympic Stadium, to ‘kick-
off ’ the movement of  boys and girls who want to build a 
world of  peace, where we are all brothers and sisters, a 
world that has a future because we want to take care of  the 
environment around us,” he said May 25. 

About 50,000 people gathered in the stadium for a sunny 
afternoon of  music, dance and even a brief  friendly match 
in the center field between two teams made up of  kids and 
retired Italian soccer champions. Multiple award-winning 
goalie, Gianluigi Buffon, placed a soccer ball in front of  the 
pope’s chair. The pope stood and kicked the ball from the 
sidelines to symbolically kick-off  the game. The pope later 
signed the ball and the kids’ jerseys. 

The pope established the world day, which will include 
a Mass in St. Peter’s Square May 26, after holding a smaller 
encounter at the Vatican in November 2023 with some 7,500 
children from 84 countries dedicated to learning from 
young children and listening to their questions about the 
future. 

That event “brought a wave of  joy” and “left a lasting 
impression in my heart,” he told the kids and those accom-
panying them in the stadium. He said he wanted that con-
versation to continue and expand to reach more children 
and young people, and “that is why we are here today: to 
keep the dialogue going, to ask questions and seek answers 
together.” 

The pope told the children he knows they are sad about 
war, and he recounted his meeting earlier that day with 
children from Ukraine, Palestine and other parts of  the 
world experiencing war. Many of  the children had been 
injured and were in Italy to receive care. Vatican News 
reported that among those at the audience was Yana 
Stepanenko, 13, who lost both legs from a Russian missile 
strike in Ukraine. She ran the 5K at the Boston Marathon 
in April to raise money for prosthetics for a Ukrainian sol-
dier in need. 

The pope asked the children in the stadium to pray for 
their peers who cannot go to school, who suffer from war, 
who have no food or who are sick and lack medical care. 

“Dear children, let us press ahead and be joyful. Joy is 
healthy for the soul,” he said, quizzing them to make sure 

they knew that Jesus loved them, and the devil did not. 
Dozens of  children representing different continents 

and countries gave the pope gifts, including two baskets of  
letters, 5,000 drawings and a pectoral cross modeled after 
the large and colorful “cross of  joy” that was created for 
the world day and accompanied the events. 

Riad, a young boy from Syria, gave the pope copies of  
photos taken in 2016 when Pope Francis invited 12 Syrian 
refugees, Riad included, to fly with him to Italy from a 
refugee camp in Lesbos, Greece. 

“He’s grown!” the pope said, looking at the young boy 
and the photos of  him as a small child. 

Between musical sets, children from different parts of  
the world asked the pope questions, such as what can chil-
dren do to make the world a better place. Speak nicely, play 
together and help others, the pope replied. 

How can people truly love everyone? a boy asked the 
pope. “It’s not easy,” the pope said. But start with just the 
people in one’s own life, including one’s classmates, and 
expand from there, he said. 

When asked about why there were people without jobs 
or homes, the pope said all injustices were “the fruit of  
malice, egoism and war.” 

Those who “climb the ladder,” crushing those below, are 
bad, and many countries spend money to build or buy 
arms while there are people going hungry, he said. He 
asked the huge crowd to be quiet for a moment of  silence, 
praying for all those facing injustice and remembering 
that everyone shares a bit of  the blame. 

When asked how to help adults be more compassionate 
about those who are less fortunate, the pope said kids can 
help others and be a good example, and they can create “a 
true revolution” by always asking God and their parents, 
“Why?” such as why are there people living on the street or 
going without food. 

He also urged the kids to visit their grandparents, who 
gave life, raised families and passed down their wisdom. 
“We have to respect,” visit and listen to grandparents, he 
said.

Pope tells children joy is good for the soul, always help others

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis signs a soccer ball 
for kids that played in a brief  
friendly match with retired 
Italian soccer champions  
during the first World Day of  
Children May 25, 2024, in 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium.
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Call Chuck at the Messenger  
to place your ad in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.  

(859) 392-1572

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Since 1953 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS • HEATING SYSTEMS • AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
 • New installations • Repair all makes and models 
 • Clean & Service • Humidifiers 
 • Oil or Propane • Radiant or Gas Heat 
 • Electronic Air Cleaner  • Hot Water Heat Systems    

 441-7161               
Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

www.arcelechvac.com 

Missed an edition  
of the Messenger?  

Current and back issues of 
the Messenger  

are available online at  
covdio.org/messenger.

For all employees and  
volunteers of the Diocese of 
Covington who in any way  
provide a safe environment  
for children. 

Step 1: Contact 
parish/school institution 
leader to review the Policies 
and Procedures and fill out the 
Application and Acceptance 
Forms. 

Step 2: Go to www.virtus.org 
and click on Registration. 
Follow the prompts to create 
an account and to request a 
background check. 
Selection.com is a secure site; 
the background check is post-
ed on your account and you 
receive a copy if you request it 
during the registration process. 

You will sign up for a VIRTUS  
training class during theregis-
tration.  

Step 3: Your account 
becomes active when your 
background check, VIRTUS  
session and Acceptance Form 
are posted on your account. 
You will receive 12  
bulletins per year. You will 
receive e-mail notices at  
system@pub.virtus.org unless 
your computer program blocks 
them. 

Bulletins:  
n May bulletin: posted Sunday, 

May 6; due Tuesday, June 4. 

 

 

www.virtusonline.org, 
enter you user id and  
password. If your account is  
suspended contact your  
primary location where you 
volunteer or are employed.  
Your primary location contact  
information is found under 
your Contact Tab.  

VIRTUS Training:  
n Tuesday, June 18, 

 9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Tuesday, June 18,  
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

 

n Thursday, July 18,  
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Thursday, July 18,  
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Tuesday, July 30,  
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Tuesday, July 30,  
6–8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Wednesday, Aug. 7,  
9–11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Wednesday, Aug. 7,  
6–8 :30 p.m., Diocesan Curia, 
Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium, Covington 

n Tuesday, Aug. 27,  
6:30–9 p.m., St. Francis Xavier 
Parish, parish hall, Falmouth 

Note: If your Training Tab is  
missing or you cannot access 
your account, contact your 
parish, school or institution.  

For other difficulties, contact  
Marylu Steffen at  
(859) 392-1500  
or msteffen@covdio.org

Protecting God’s Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

EXCAVATING  –  LAND CLEARING  –  BOBCAT WORK 
RETAINING WALLS  –  CULVERTS  –  GRAVEL DRIVES 

SEWER LINE AND WATER LINE REPLACEMENT

St. Barbara Parishioner

✦ French Drains 
✦ Catch Basins 

✦ Downspout 
Extensions

✦ Full Driveway  
Replacement

✦ Custom Patio Design and Build

(859) 815-0779 Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Residential 
Commercial
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SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Lakeside Park. 2 Bedrooms, Garage, and Equipped 
Kitchen. No Pets. Water and Sanitation included.  

$1200 per month. Excellent condition 

Call Tom @ 859-380-7738

CAREGIVER 
Looking for a caregiver to help with disabled wife. She is 
wheelchair bound. Needs help with daily activities and 

companionship. Full or part time, Mon. through Fri. 8am 
to 4 pm. We are also flexible with hours. In Hebron.  

Call Mike 513-314-5728 or  
email michaelbar1962@yahoo.com

ASSEMBLER 
A company in Florence, KY with more than 30 Years of  
experience producing medical products for veterinarians is  
seeking workers for permanent full and part-time positions.  
This production position involves the assembly and packaging 
of lightweight items in a clean room environment. Candidate 
must be detail oriented, able to handle small parts, and  
dependable. 

Please email resume or work history to Tammy Gillespie at 
tgillespie@milaint.com 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Call the Messenger 

 for information on placing your ad  

in the Classified Advertisements.  

(859) 392-1572

ADVERTISING SALES 
Due to an upcoming retirement, the Diocese of 
Covington is seeking a full-time ad salesperson for 
its official newspaper, the Messenger, beginning in 
May. The successful candidate will be a practicing, 
knowledgeable Roman Catholic who will be an 
excellent representative of the newspaper and the 
diocese. The successful candidate will be ready to 
embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, has 
some previous sales experience, works well as a 
team member, is attentive to detail, and will be  
energetic in serving existing customers as well as 
expanding sales to new customers. Interested  
candidates are asked to e-mail a letter of interest 
and a résumé outlining sales experience and other 
qualifications to  
            Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 
Parish invites qualified individuals to apply for the 
position of Pastoral Associate. The Pastoral Associate 
fulfills a role integral to the life and effective  
functioning of the Parish and its ministries,  
partnering with the Rector of the Cathedral to  
provide overall leadership and direction for faith  
formation. Responsibilities will include assisting in 
the process and implementation of the Parish 
Pastoral Plan; meeting and consulting with parish 
committees and teams; communicating and  
coordinating with parishioners, groups, and other 
parishes within the deanery; direct pastoral care of 
parishioners; adult faith formation; Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults; children’s religious  
education; and diocesan Safe Environment  
requirements. Preference will be given to candidates 
with prior experience, and with at least an  
undergraduate degree in pastoral ministry, religious 
education, theology, or a closely related field. 
Prospective candidates may send a cover letter and 
comprehensive resume, including compensation  
history and references with email contacts, to  
Very Reverend Ryan Maher, V.F. by email  
to rmaher@covdio.org, or by mail  
to 1101 Madison Avenue, Covington, KY 41011.

BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 
FOREMAN 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption Parish and 
the Diocese of Covington invite qualified individuals to apply for 
the full-time position of Buildings and Property Foreman. We 
require a motivated, personable self-starter with the ability to direct 
others, who possesses practical maintenance and mechanical skills 
and abilities. Knowledge and/or experience with plumbing,  
electrical, carpentry, mechanical maintenance, painting, and general 
safety procedures are essential elements of the job. This position 
will have the maintenance and upkeep responsibility for the  
majority of the Cathedral Square properties, including the  
Cathedral Basilica and its grounds, the Cathedral Rectory, the 
Cathedral Parish offices, the Diocesan Curia offices, and St. Mary’s 
Park. The Foreman will lead, direct, and supervise other  
maintenance and custodial staff in scheduled and unscheduled 
activities related to the ongoing functioning and usage of the  
properties. The workweek will ordinarily be Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. However, the nature of the position 
may require the Foreman to occasionally work outside of that 
schedule, in order to repair, or to arrange repair for, something that 
breaks or malfunctions and needs immediate attention. Interested 
candidates may contact Stephen Koplyay, SPHR by email at  
skoplyay@covdio.org to apply.

ST. MARY’S AFTER SCHOOL  
PROGRAM K-8 

Is looking to hire two special people to fill our team!  Both 
positions are for a teacher’s aide and require a mature,  
dedicated person who has experience working with children 
of all ages.  The program runs Monday through Friday  
from 1:30 to 6:15 pm.  If interested, please contact 
 Denise Manning at 859-760-0249 or by email  
at msdeemanning@fuse.net.

SEEKING DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
AND LITURGY 

Immaculate Conception is a large, vibrant and welcoming 
Roman Catholic community ministering to over 800  
households/2000 members in the quaint, historic city of  
La Grange, Kentucky. We are prayerfully searching for a  
full-time Director of Music and Liturgy. The Director of Music 
and Liturgy plans music, directs the choir, schedules and 
trains cantors, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and sacristans  
for all liturgies. Church has a Walker organ, Baldwin piano, 
Yamaha Clavinova and sound system. The parish can offer a 
competitive salary that will be accompanied by a full  
benefits package including medical/dental insurance and a 
matching 401K. If interested, please submit a curriculum 
vitae and references to: monica.breitholle@iclagrange.org.

FOR RENT IN EDGEWOOD 
Deluxe Duplex Apartment for Rent in Edgewood. 
Spacious 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, equipped kitchen, 

garage.  No pets   $1095/ month rent  

Call 859-866-1691



Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       May 31, 2024  17 

When we reached the dock, we saw two boats — a 
beautiful luxury yacht and a much smaller fishing 
trawler. 

Jesus, who called his disciples to be fishers of  men, 
could only have chosen the fishing boat, so we quickly 
boarded the humbler vessel, following Father Landry and 
the monstrance. 

We Little Sisters felt privileged to be able to accompa-
ny the “Perpetual Pilgrims” and a few journalists on this 
leg of  the pilgrimage. 

During our two-hour boat ride on Long Island Sound, 
we fixed our gaze on the monstrance, prayed and sang 
with the Perpetual Pilgrims. 

We were never in danger of  sinking, nor did we try to 
walk on water, but we did try to imagine what it must 
have been like for Jesus and his disciples each time they 
set sail on the Sea of  Galilee. 

When we arrived in Bridgeport, Father Landry and 
the small band of  Perpetual Pilgrims continued on, but 
our participation in the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
concluded. 

We returned home, grateful for having been a part of  
history.  

If  you are going to be anywhere near one of  the 
Eucharistic pilgrimage routes this summer, don’t pass up 
the opportunity to participate in this historic experience. 

May you come to know the joy of  prayer embodied 
and may your faith in Jesus’ personal love for you be 
rekindled! 

Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for 
the Little Sisters of  the Poor in the United States and an 
occupational therapist.

LONNEMAN 
PLUMBING INC.
859-341-7755
Water Heaters, Repair, Remodel

Nick Lonneman 
Owner, Master Plumber 
Since 1960

Job Opportunities  
at Catholic Charities.  
Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Covington is adding services 
and growing, and this is an 
exciting time to serve in our local Church. If you have a desire to work 
in an environment where you can truly make a difference by serving 
others, Catholic Charities seeks candidates to fill the following positions: 

Mental Health Agency Counselor 
We are seeking a full-time counselor for our agency’s mental health 
program. The position includes general counseling services to  
individuals, couples and families. This is 40 hours a week, some evening 
hours. Necessary qualifications include MSW or Master in clinical  
counseling and State Licensed (preferred) or license eligibility,  
experience with assessment, diagnosis, and treatment and solid  
record-keeping and organizational skills.    

Administrative Assistant for Marketing and fund Development  
This is a part-time (24 hours a week) position. Key responsibilities 
include database management and donor acknowledgement, helping 
with event implementation, and assisting in producing print and  
electronic marketing materials. Necessary qualifications include a 
 bachelor’s degree, Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite essential, donor 
software a plus and strong interpersonal communication and writing 
skills.  

Parish Kitchen, Weekend Staff 
Parish Kitchen is a special ministry that serves a free lunch daily in 
Covington to anyone hungry. We are looking for one or more  
individuals to work part-time on weekends who feel a call to serve 
within the context of this ministry, and who are capable of working 
with the population we do. This is a paid position, working selected 
Saturdays and Sundays from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.to help prepare a 
meal, supervise volunteers who assist serving between 11:30 – 1:30  
and clean up after closing. Ideally, two Weekend staff work together  
to oversee all aspects of this operation. Prior experience in one or more 
would be a strong plus: food service, ministry, and social work.  
You may be scheduled as few as once a month, or up to 4 or 5 times 
per month, depending on your availability and need. 

Additional details about each of the above opportunities can be found 
on our website at https://www.covingtoncharities.org/ 
news-events/job-opportunities.  Please contact Shannon Braun directly 
at sbraun@covingtoncharities.org if you would like to learn more 
about any of these opportunities.

of  the kingdom.” (CCC 1340) 
Jesus is the Lamb of  God who takes away the sins of  

the world. In adhering to his command to: “Do this in 
remembrance of  me,” we participate truly in the Lord’s 
act of  redemption at the celebration of  every Holy Mass, 
when we receive his body, blood, soul and divinity. 

May this food from Heaven, the Bread of  Angels, give 
us the strength we need to daily live out the Gospel! 

Father Daniel Schomaker is pastor, St. Augustine 
Parish, Covington and director, Office of  Worship and 
Liturgy for the Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Eucharistic pilgrimage 
(Continued from page 5)

No mere symbol 
(Continued from page 5)

CLEVELAND — Just as a federal prosecution wound 
down against pro-life activists involved in an abortion clin-
ic blockade in Washington, a Justice Department lawsuit 
filed in Ohio seeks to impose fines and penalties against 
two pro-life entities and seven pro-life activists involved in 
abortion clinic blockades in that state in 2021. In a May 20 
complaint in U.S. District Court for the Northern District 
of  Ohio Eastern Division, prosecutors charged the 
Michigan-based Citizens for a Pro-Life Society and Red 
Rose Rescue, an affiliated group, as well as Monica Miller 
of  South Lyon, Michigan, who heads CPLS; Lauren Handy 
of  Alexandria, Virginia; Laura Gies of  Spring City, 
Pennsylvania; Clara McDonald of  Brooklyn, New York; 
Father Fidelis Moscinski of  the Bronx, New York; Jay 

Smith of  Freeport, New York; and Audrey Whipple of  
Canton, Michigan, with violating the Freedom of  Access 
to Clinic Entrances Act, or FACE Act, on June 4 and 5, 2021. 
The blockades occurred at Northeast Ohio Women’s 
Center in Cuyahoga Falls on June 4, and at Planned 
Parenthood of  Greater Ohio’s Bedford Heights Surgery 
Center the next day. Prosecutors seek civil penalties 
against most defendants of  $20,516 and a higher penalty of  
$30,868 for defendants such as Handy who have previously 
been convicted of  violating the FACE Act. Prosecutors also 
are seeking damages in the amount of  $5,000 for each per-
son whose appointments were disrupted or delayed by the 
blockades.

Justice Department sues pro-life activists 
over Ohio abortion clinic blockades
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Pope: Quality education builds better human beings, not economic returns
Carol Glatz 

Catholic News Service 
VATICAN CITY — True education is accompanying 

young people to discover and build the common good 
through academic rigor and serving others, Pope Francis 
said. 

“We need to move from the culture of  the ‘I’ to the cul-
ture of  the ‘we,’ in which a quality education is defined by 
its humanizing results and not by its economic results,” he 
told members of  the International Commission on the 
Apostolate of  Jesuit Education in a written address given 
to them during an audience at the Vatican May 24. 

The commission is an advisory body to the Jesuits’ 
Secretariat for Education and focuses on secondary and 

pre-secondary education rather than universities. The 

commission reported in 2023 that there are more than 2,300 
schools in the Jesuit global network, educating “more than 
2 million students, from all kinds of  religious, cultural, 
social and language backgrounds in 5 continents and more 
than 70 countries.” 

In his prepared speech, which was given to the group, 
the pope wrote that the Jesuits must insist on how indis-
pensable it is for educators to have “a true relationship 
with the Lord.” 

The only way to help share “the treasure revealed in 
Jesus” with young people and help them “experience his 
liberating and salvific mystery” is for young people to see 
in their educators and parents “this relationship with God 
and a deep respect for others and for creation,” he wrote. 

“Our schools must also be educators of  educators, 
teachers of  teachers,” he added. 

Jesuit schools have allowed the message of  the Gospel 
to be heard by each new generation while also being places 
of  great academic and intellectual rigor, the pope wrote. 
“But the center has been and must continue to be Jesus. 
That is why the Jesuits, through the curriculum and 
school activities, worked so young people could come into 
contact with the Gospel, with service to others and, there-

fore, contribute to the common good.” 
The Jesuits believe that starting from a young age, peo-

ple should learn to discover “God present in others, espe-
cially in the poor and the marginalized,” the pope wrote. 
“This is true education, accompanying young people to 
discover, in service to others and in academic rigor, the 
building up of  the common good.” 

As a matter of  fact, he wrote, the Global Compact on 
Education he has promoted aims to revise educational 
efforts so that young people may be “prepared and begin to 
change the mentality of  an education only for ‘my’ person-
al success, into the mentality of  an education that leads 
them to discover the true fullness of  life, when personal 
gifts and abilities are used in collaboration with others, for 
the construction of  a more human and fraternal society 
and world.” 

Without the global compact, he wrote, “our world, 
which already suffers so much violence and polarization, 
will not be able to create a hopeful future or overcome the 
serious challenges that affect it and that force us to become 
more aware that we share a common home.” 

Education is a long-term effort that requires patience 
and an understanding that the end results are not always 
clear, he wrote. “Even Jesus did not have good results with 
the disciples in the beginning, but he was patient, and he 
continues to be patient with us to teach us that to educate 
is to wait, to persevere and to insist with love.”

CNS photo/Vatican Media 

Pope Francis meets with members of  the International 
Commission on the Apostolate of  Jesuit Education at the Vatican 
May 24, 2024. Members show him a map of  the Jesuit global  
network of  secondary and pre-secondary schools. Standing from 
left to right are: Jesuit Father José Mesa, worldwide secretary for  
secretary of  the Jesuit Educational Association of  South Asia; 
Ciara Beuster of  the Educate Magis team; Éamonn McGuinness, 
community director of  Educate Magis.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Carlo Acutis’ canonization news 
leaves U.S. devotees ‘over the moon’ 
with joy 

PHILADELPHIA — News that an Italian teen will soon be 
canonized has enthralled the soon-to-be-saint’s devotees in the 
U.S. On May 23, Pope Francis formally recognized a second 
miracle attributed to the intercession of  Blessed Carlo Acutis, 
clearing the way for him to be raised to the honors of  the altar. 
Acutis, who died of  leukemia in 2006 at age 15, lived a brief  life 
of  extraordinary holiness that was marked by a profound devo-
tion to Christ and the Eucharist. Yet his down-to-earth enthusi-
asm for typical teen interests such as video games, pets and 
sports makes him a relatable role model who shows holiness is 
possible for all. “Blessed Carlo Acutis is an inspiration and 
intercessor for all young people, but especially for those who 
are drifting away or alienated from the church or who are 
skeptical about religion,” Bishop Robert E. Barron of  Winona-
Rochester, chair of  the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and Youth, told OSV News. “He demon-
strates that having a clear reference point in Jesus Christ 
opens up the possibilities of  a joy-filled and creative mission, 
but also and most importantly imparts a holiness through 
which the meaning and purpose of  life is revealed.” 

 

Calif. Catholic groups urge 
Legislature to protect all minors 
from sex trafficking 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Catholics in California are urging 
state lawmakers to include all minors in legislation that would 
make it a felony to purchase or solicit a child for commercial 
sex, after the Senate Public Safety Committee limited the bill to 
include those 15 and under. Under current California law, pur-
chasing or soliciting a child for sex is a misdemeanor offense 
carrying a maximum penalty of  up to a year in jail and a 
$10,000 fine. Senate Bill 1414 would implement harsher penal-
ties for such offenders: making it a felony to solicit or engage 
in commercial sex with a minor with a maximum penalty of  
up to four years in prison and a $25,000 fine. The original bipar-
tisan legislation, spearheaded by state Sen. Shannon Grove, R-
Bakersfield, would have applied to all minors; however, the 
Senate Public Safety Committee amended the bill to give courts 
discretion as to whether such crimes would be misdemeanors 
or felonies and limited it to crimes concerning the purchase of  
minors under the age of  16. Critics of  the original legislation 
argued it was overly broad, a claim Grove disputed. The 
amended bill unanimously passed the Senate May 23, but 
Grove and Catholic groups are calling on the Assembly to 
restore the bill’s original intent and protect all minors. 
Kathleen Domingo, executive director of  the California 
Catholic Conference, told OSV News that the state’s Catholic 
bishops “join their voice to those legislators and other state 
leaders in advocating that all children under the age of  18 
deserve our protection.” 

 

Anglican-Catholic dialogue examines 
churches’ ethical teachings 

VATICAN CITY — Recognizing that the Christian churches 
continually are called to grapple with new moral issues and 
that reaching different conclusions can complicate the search 
for Christian unity, a commission of  Catholic and Anglican 
bishops and theologians has been studying how their tradi-
tions make decisions and what they can learn from each other. 
Members of  the official Anglican–Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC) met May 11-18 in 
Strasbourg, France, to continue their examination of  “how the 
Church local, regional and universal discerns right ethical 
teaching,” according to a statement released May 27. “For the 
first time in its work, ARCIC III has chosen to include two case 
studies as part of  its reflection — one where Catholics and 
Anglicans reached broadly the same teaching, and one where 
they did not. These case studies, on Enslavement and 
Contraception, illustrate the doctrinal and structural similari-
ties and differences between the two communions and also 
serve to highlight unresolved questions,” the statement said. 

 

CRS leaders say unable to get aid to 
southern Gaza Strip since May 6 

JERUSALEM — As tensions and the number of  victims 
mount in southern Gaza Strip, Catholic Relief  Services has not 
been able to get humanitarian aid through to the southern 
Gaza Strip since May 6 and it no longer has any supplies left in 
its warehouses in that area, said Jason Knapp, CRS country 
director for Jerusalem, West Bank and Gaza. He also called for 
all crossings into Gaza to be opened for humanitarian aid. CRS 

is the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief  and development agency. 
“Right now our distribution has been paused. We need to get 
things in from either Jordan or Egypt. In the last few days we 
have distributed everything we have access to,” said Knapp. 
The agency’s functioning capacity in Rafah in southern Gaza 
is still in place in partnership with local groups, but their abili-
ty to move things has been severely impacted by the Israeli 
incursion launched in early May that has caused nearly 1 mil-
lion people to flee from Rafah. They now seek refuge in squalid 
tent camps and other war-ravaged areas. CRS head of  Gaza 
Office Bassam Nasser said in a Whatsapp written exchange 
that looting of  warehouses is rampant, adding that goods are 
only sold in stalls in the streets for cash and there is a critical 
shortage of  feminine hygiene products, baby diapers, cooking 
gas, fuel and bottled water. 

 

La. governor signs bill reclassifying 
abortion pills as controlled  
dangerous substances 

BATON ROUGE, La. — Louisiana lawmakers enacted legis-
lation May 23 that would classify drugs used for both early 
abortion and miscarriage as controlled dangerous substances, 
and would criminalize improperly possessing the pills, such as 
lacking a valid prescription or their use outside the context of  
a professional medical practice. The state Senate voted 29-7 to 
concur with the House version of  the bill previously intro-
duced in the Senate by Republican state Sen. Thomas Pressly. 
In its original Senate version, Senate Bill 276 makes it a crime 
to intentionally give an abortion-inducing drug to a pregnant 
woman without her consent, something Pressly said happened 
to his sister, Catherine Herring, in another state. The House 
amended the bill to include this drug reclassification and 
approved it May 21 in a 64-29 vote. Republican Gov. Jeff  Landry 
signed the first-of-its-kind legislation into law hours after it 
arrived on his desk May 23. The legislation classifies mifepris-
tone and misoprostol — the combination of  drugs used in a 

chemical or medication abortion — as controlled dangerous 
substances, a category also including medications that can be 
abused including narcotics. The same pill combination also 
has been prescribed to women who experience early pregnancy 
miscarriage to expel any fetal remains and residual pregnancy 
tissue from the womb. Louisiana prohibits abortion unless a 
woman’s life is at risk or a pregnancy deemed “medically 
futile.” 

 

S.C. enacts ban on gender  
transition procedures for minors 
with exceptions 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Republican South Carolina Gov. Henry 
McMaster signed into law a bill May 21 banning the provision 
or performance of  gender transition procedures on minors by 
medical professionals with some exceptions. House Bill 4624, 
sometimes called the “Help Not Harm” bill, prohibits health 
care providers in the state from performing certain types of  
hormonal or surgical gender reassignments on persons under 
18. The bill does include an exemption for providing minors 
“appropriate medical service” unrelated to gender transition, 
such as prescribing puberty blockers or hormone therapy for 
other conditions including precocious puberty, certain types of  
cancers, endometriosis, or sexual development issues. 
According to The Associated Press, the state becomes the 25th 
to enact such legislation, and leaves Virginia as the only state 
in the South that has not. In guidance on health care policy 
and practices released in March 2023, the U.S. Conference of  
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Doctrine opposed interven-
tions that “involve the use of  surgical or chemical techniques 
that aim to exchange the sex characteristics of  a patient’s body 
for those of  the opposite sex or for simulations thereof.” 
Michael F. Acquilano, director of  the South Carolina Catholic 
Conference, said in a May 23 statement the conference “is 
relieved that children will soon be protected from the harmful 
effects of  gender transition practices.” 
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Covington Catholic High School proudly announces the 
commencement of  its 100th-anniversary celebrations. The 
milestone event kicks off  with Bob Rowe, principal, repre-
senting CCHS as the grand marshal of  the Park Hills 
Memorial Day Parade. 

Founded in 1925, Covington Catholic High School has 
stood as a beacon of  academic excellence, spiritual growth 
and community service for a century. As the school 
embarks on this historic journey, all current Colonels, 
esteemed alumni, and the entire community are invited to 

join in honoring its rich legacy and embracing its promis-
ing future. Throughout the year-long celebration, 
Covington Catholic will host a series of  events and activi-
ties to commemorate this significant milestone.

Park Hills Memorial Day Parade launches CovCath centennial

Dillon Cain, CCHS rising senior, photos 

(above) Seven decades of  alumni prepare to board The Retired Colonel enroute to 
the Park Hills Memorial Day Parade, May 27. 

(above center) As grand marshal, Bob 
Rowe welcomes everyone to the parade. 

(above right) Father Eric Boelscher, 
pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent 
Springs and pastoral administrator, 
CCHS leads the invocation. 

(right) Bob Rowe, as grand marshal, 
leads the Park Hills Memorial Day 
Parade. 

(far right) The Notre Dame Academy 
and Covington Catholic High School 
band makes its way past CCHS on 
Dixie Hwy. 


