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(above) A St. Mary School student waves hello to Sammy the Saint.

(above right) Father Gallenstein speaks to the community members and students

in attendance.

|
(right) Bishop Iffert speaks to the attendants about what makes the Church holy. I@

The St. Mary Stadtmiller Family Parish Activity Center
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is dedicated and blessed in an October 2 ceremony

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent

After a fruitful first phase of the St. Mary Parish, Alexandria,
Cultivating Legacy capital campaign, which included the install-
ment of a church elevator and the expansion of the parking lot,
phase two officially concluded Oct. 2 with the dedication and bless-
ing of the new Parish Activity Center.

“Today we ask God’s blessing on this Parish Center. We ask God
that those entrusted with the education in this parish and school
may teach how to join human wisdom with the truth of the Gospel,
so that they will be able to keep the true faith and live up to it with
their lives,” said Bishop Iffert in his blessing. “We also ask the Lord
that students find in their teachers, the image of Christ. So that,
enriched with both human and divine learning, they are ready and
able to enlighten and assist others.”

The new Parish Activity Center, or PAC, contains access to the
main school building, three new preschool classrooms each at 750
square feet and a new gymnasium with a capacity for 500 adults or
700 children, making it double the size of the previous gymnasium.

Looking forward, the third and final phase of the Cultivating
Legacy capital campaign will include the renovation of the previ-
ous gymnasium into “a much-needed STEM classroom space,” said
Father Joseph Gallenstein, pastor at St. Mary Parish.

During the planning process of the Cultivating Legacy capital
campaign, it was determined that it would be feasible for the parish
to raise $3.5 million.

“We said $4.2 million is needed,” said Father Gallenstein, “Then
comes COVID and that went up to $5.9 million. At each turn, all the
way, they met the fundraising challenges with confidence, creativi-
ty and enthusiasm ... More than 900 people contributed, large and
small donations, to make this facility possible,” said Father
Gallenstein, standing in front of the emblem at center court.

The Stadtmiller family, for whom the PAC is named, was the lead
donor to the capital campaign. “There is one family, who in fact,
was the lead donor. In addition to their own personal generosity,
they helped secure other large donors during the campaign.
Without which, this project would not be possible — Jim and
Connie Stadtmiller;” said Father Gallenstein.

To those in the St. Mary community the name Stadtmiller will
sound familiar. Mr. and Mrs. Stadtmiller sent their four children to
St. Mary School and have been faithful parishioners to the church
for just as long.

“They have been tireless and generous supporters of St. Mary
Parish and School,” said Father Gallenstein.

Now three of those four children are raising their own families

at St. Mary Parish, and their daughter is investing her time and tal-
ents as a teacher and campus minister at neighboring Bishop
Brossart High School, Alexandria. Father Gallenstein concluded
his remarks, “The Stadtmillers are a family of deep Catholic faith
... this facility will bear the name Stadtmiller.”

Jennifer Geiman, principal, St. Mary School, explained to those
in attendance why this Activity Center was so desperately needed.

“The road to this moment was very challenging. Having to navi-
gate a worldwide pandemic that exponentially changed the comple-
tion timeline and cost. In June 2022 when I stepped in as principal,
the circumstances were dire. The lack of space for our rapidly
growing student body ... hard decisions were happening, such as
eliminating our thriving preschool program,” Ms. Geiman said.

Those preschool students now have three classrooms in the PAC.
“We are so blessed that our community provided us with such a
beautiful new learning and activity space for our students and
parishioners,” said Ms. Geiman

“When we say that the Church is holy, it doesn’t mean I'm all
that,” said Bishop Iffert. “Jesus calls us together to eat his body:
Jesus is the holiness of the Church. His life, his word, his ministry
flows on in the mission that we share here at St. Mary’s. That is
what makes the Church holy.

“Today we are here to bless this building. What we are really
doing when we are blessing the building is we’re blessing you.
We’re asking God to beat every evil, every temptation, every tenden-
cy to be divided, or to hurt one another, away from us. Instead, in
this building, in this place you have created — you have made by
your efforts and your sacrifices — to make this a place where you
come to know Christ. Where he converts us and changes our hearts
and helps us to be Christ to one another. That’s what we do when we
bless this space. We say, ‘Make this a space where holy people gather
in the image of Jesus and treat one another like Christ.” Everything
that happens in this building, we want to be leading toward Christ.
The way you play here on this floor, the way you treat one another
when you play, even when you are in competition with one another,
the way you help one another learn, the way you assist one another
... That’s what will make this building holy.”

Taking the aspersorium and aspergillum, Bishop Iffert blessed
those in attendance, as well as the physical building with holy water
raising screeches of delight from the preschoolers and kinder-
garteners as Bishop Iffert passed them, and more reverent signs of
the cross from the older students, all of whom are on their way to
making the St. Mary Stadtmiller Parish Activity Center a holy
place.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On Election Day, Kentucky voters will have a unique opportunity to expand educational
opportunities for all Kentucky families.

Following the successful passage of HB 563 in 2021, which was the fruit of 25 years of diligent effort

on the part of the Catholic community and many others, the Kentucky Supreme Court struck down the Educational
Opportunity Account program, preventing its implementation. The proposed Amendment 2 on this year’s ballot will

enable programs like this one to be considered in the years to come.

Along with my brother bishops in Kentucky, I am encouraging all people of goodwill to vote YES on Kentucky
Amendment 2. The amendment is a vital step toward empowering parents to ensure that every child has access to

quality education that best matches their educational, social and developmental needs.

By supporting Amendment 2, we advocate for a more equitable education system where resources and opportunities
are not limited by geography or income. It aligns with our shared values of empowering parents as the primary
educators of their children, promoting educational equity, nurturing potential, and giving every child a chance

to thrive.

Amendment 2 does not establish any educational choice program. It does open the door for Kentucky’s governor and
General Assembly to include non-public schools in the conversation of state educational funding.

Every student should receive a quality education in the school that best fits their educational needs. Our faith tradition
affirms that parents are responsible for fostering and directing the education of their child. Amendment 2 can help

secure true parental choice for all Kentuckians.

For more than 100 years, our Catholic schools have provided an invaluable service to our local community: It is
our hope that the general assembly will recognize and affirm the important work we have done through innovative
education and community service. Voting Yes on Amendment 2 is about supporting our families and putting all

Kentucky students first.
Devotedly yours in Christ,

* Pl dppt

Bishop John Iffert
Diocese of Covington

v,
PUTTING STUDENTS FIRSTI

Official Assignment
Effective Oct. 1, 2024

Very Rev. Ryan L. Maher, V.F.
To: Vicar for Priests
Continues other duties

Assigned by
the Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of Covington

é Jamie N. Schroeder
Chancellor

Cemetery Visitations

Families and friends of our beloved dead are
invited to join Bishop John Iffert for a prayer
service, Saturday, Oct. 19, at the following
diocesan cemeteries:

10 a.m., St. John Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell
11 a.m., St. Mary Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell

12:30 p.m., St. Stephen Cemetery,
Ft. Thomas

At each cemetery, the names of those interred
from October 2023 through September 2024
will be proclaimed.

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls
of the faithful departed through the mercy of
God rest in peace. Amen.”

Franciscan Daughters of Mary celebrate 25 years with Mass
on the feast day of their patron

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Bishop Emeritus Roger Foys recalled the founding of
the Franciscan Daughters of Mary, 25 years ago when one
of the diocesan priests recommended a small group of
women who were “looking to follow the footsteps of St.
Francis” — with hopes of being received into the Diocese
of Covington.

Bishop Foys remembered asking them what they were
about, to which the sisters replied with their special con-
cern — “To care for others. To preserve life in any way.”

The rest, he said, is history.

On the evening of Oct. 4, the feast of the sisters’ patron,
St. Francis of Assisi, a Mass was held celebrating not only
this feast day, but the 25-year anniversary of the sisters’

founding.

Celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington, Bishop Foys served as celebrant
and homilist. Joining him in concelebrating were priests
from the Dioceses of Covington, Cincinnati and
Indianapolis — representing all from the tri-state whom
the sisters have come to serve through their charism of
stewarding and preserving life.

Joining in the celebration was a crowd of individuals
all gathered to celebrate the sisters and their work, and to
pray for them.

In his homily, Bishop Foys recalled the story of St.
Francis — how he was born to a wealthy family, his conver-
sion and turning to a life of prayer, solitude and medita-
tion.

anniversary.

(above left) Sister [NAME], FDM, cradles a child during the Mass.
(above right) Mother Seraphina Quinlan, FDM, thanks the supporters of the
Franciscan Daughters at the end of the Mass celebrating the order’s 25-year

In addition, he shared a story of St. Francis from the
“Little Flowers of St. Francis” — a collection of vignette
stories from the people who knew him.

With the congregation, Bishop Foys recounted the story
of the Wolf of Gubbio — a vicious wolf who was attacking
all the animals, and eventually, the people, of the village.

“Francis visited Gubbio when he heard of this, and told
the villagers that he wanted to see the wolf,” said Bishop
Foys. And, although the villagers advised St. Francis not
to, he made the sign of the cross, and insisted.

As the wolf rushed at St. Francis with open jaws,
“Francis made the sign of the cross and commanded the
wolf to cease his attacks in the name of God,” Bishop Foys
recanted from the “Little Flowers.”

(Continued on page 11)

Baker photos

Bishop Emeritus
Roger Foys
preaches the
homily at Mass
celebrating the
Franciscan
Daughters of
Mary 25th
anniversary.
) .\

Sisters [NAME],
FDM, and
[NAME], FDM,

bring the gifts to
the altar.
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Parish bereavement committees offer comfort

and support to grieving families in difficult times

Bishop John Iffert launched a diocesan-wide Campaign
of Mercy in June 2024. This campaign invites people from
across the Diocese of Covington to make a Corporal and
Spiritual Work of Mercy a part of their spiritual life and
then to evangelize others by inviting family and friends to
Jjoin in that service. Each month, the Messenger is featuring
a work of mercy For the month of October, the Messenger
will focus on the corporal and spiritual works of burying
and praying for the dead.

Maura Baker
Staff Writer
Canon Law dictates that
“deceased members of the
Christian faithful must be given
ecclesiastical funerals according
to the norm of law” — bringing
with it the importance of plan-
ning. Readings, hymns and

Campaign

A donation to the Seminary Education Fund
supports the future of the Diocese

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent
The average cost of a seminarian in the Diocese of
Covington to attend seminary is approximately $60,000 per
year. This cost includes room and board, textbooks, tuition
and health insurance, all of which are vital to the success-
ful formation of priests. The steep cost of seminary could
serve as a deterrent for young men who are on the already

difficult path of discernment.

In order to remove the obstacle of cost on the path of
discernment and priestly formation in the Diocese of
Covington “a seminarian has all their costs paid for to
attend seminary. We want that to continue as we continue
to get more seminarians,” said Jim Hess, director of

(Continued on page 11)

of Mercy

other arrangements fall onto the family
to organize if not pre-determined when
a loved one dies.

For many parishes, bereavement
committees, dedicated volunteers, step
up to help with this often emotional and
difficult stage — walking with family
members and friends to plan the liturgy

(Continued on page 11)

Growing up in a Porn Culture:

How Social Media, Gaming and Pornography Harms Our Youth

Presented by Dr. Mandy Sanchez, director
of programming at Culture Reframed.

Sponsored by the Diocese of Covington
offices of Safe Environment and Catholic
Schools.

Since 2000, the internet has become the

main vehicle for porn. Hardcore porn is just

a click away — it is free, violent and based
on the degradation and abuse of women
and children. The proliferation of the
smartphone, together with the growth of
teen-targeted social media sites, has
opened yet more avenues for teens to
access hardcore porn. This presentation will
explore the most popular social media
platforms accessed by young people today,
linking the social media, and porn
industries and the harmful effects of their

exposure on young people.

A must-see presentation for anyone
who cares about children and the
vulnerable in the world today.

Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024
Time: 6 p.m. doors open;

7 p.m. program begins.
Place: St. Henry District High School
Drees Homes Auditorium, Erlanger
Who: All adults (18+) are welcome!

Preregistration preferred, but not
required. Registration link:
https:/forms.gle/jgeLwrkQRZiu350X8

Questions? Contact Julie Feinauer,
director, Office of Safe Environment,
jfeinauer@covdio.org

Dr. Mandy Sanchez, Director of
Programming, Culture Reframed

Dr. Sanchez joined
Culture Reframed as
the Program
Coordinator in the
spring of 2021. She
holds a doctorate in
Sociology with a spe-
cialization in
Criminology and
Women'’s Studies from the University of
Hawaii and has been a professor of sociolo-
gy and criminal justice since 2013. For more
information about Dr. Sanchez and Culture
Reframed visit: https:/culturereframed.org/.

Dr. Mandy Sanchez

The Diocese of Covington, in conjunction with
Franciscan University’s Catechetical Institute, is offering
In-person Mentor Formation Workshops. A mentor is

Mentor Workshops

someone who accompanies a learner through the

Personal Vocation and the
Mentoring Relationship

Saturday, Nov. 9, 30, and Dec. 21,
9-11:30 a.m.

Diocesan Curia Offices, Covington,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium

Discuss the meaning of personal
vocation and the pressing need for
integrating personal vocation into all
Catholic formation. This is a three-
part Workshop.

Building the Mentoring
Relationship: Asking Good
Questions

Saturday, Jan 11, 18, 9-11:30 a.m.

St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood, Meeting
Rooms, PMR 1,28&3

An important part of being a
mentor is getting to know the
person under your care. Explore
various kinds of questions related to
this work of discovery. This is a
two-part Workshop.

Building the Mentoring
Relationship: Empathic Listening
Saturday, Feb 8, 22, 9-11:30 a.m.
Diocesan Curia Offices, Covington,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium

Empathic listening is the counterpart
skill to asking good questions that

process of formation through encouragement,
discussion, insight and presence. Build your parish and
school community by becoming a Mentor.

enables mentors to truly understand
another person intellectually as well
as emotionally. This is a two-part
Workshop.

Register online at
https://covdio.org/register
or scan the QR code.

Oherlo
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Oct. 12
Religious Jubilarians luncheon,
Metropolitan Club, Covington,
12 p.m.

Oct.13

Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington,

10 a.m.

St. Henry Elementary School
Library blessing, Elsmere,
12:30 p.m.

Oct.15

Permanent Deacon
rededication Vespers,
Cathedral Basilica of

the Assumption, 5 p.m.
Oct.17

Diocesan Review Board
meeting, 10 a.m.
Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Priest Monthly Holy Hour,

Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, 3 p.m.

COLLECTION WEEKEND
OCTOBER 2627, 2024

Oct.18
Mass, Holy Spirit Parish, 8 a.m.

Seminary Ball, Receptions,
Erlanger, 6 p.m.

Oct.19

Concelebrate Mass prior to
the Men'’s Eucharistic
Procession, Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, 8 a.m.

St. John Cemetery
visitation, 10 a.m.

St. Mary Cemetery
visitation, 11 a.m.

St. Stephen Cemetery
visitation, 12:30 p.m.
Youth Minister dinner and

concert night, Northern
Kentucky University, 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 20

Mass, Holy Spirit Parish,
8:30a.m.and 11 a.m.

Oct. 22

Footsteps of St. Paul
Pilgrimage
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As1leavefor the second session of the synod

As 1 compose these words, I am preparing to depart for
Rome for the second session of the Synod on Synodality. I
was elected by my brother bishops two years ago as a del-
egate to this gathering, and I participated in the first
round last October.

As I shared with you a
year ago, the synod is a lot
of work! It lasts four full
weeks, and we meet
Monday through Saturday
from 8:30 a.m. until 7:30
p.m. Though many of us
asked the organizers to
adjust the calendar this
year and give us a bit more
free time, they have kept it
pretty much the same. In
line with Pope Francis’
instincts, the synod is an
exercise in dialogue, and
these conversations take place in small groups, in the ple-
nary sessions, and perhaps most effectively, during the
coffee breaks. That last comment is not a joke. I found last
year that the informal time spent mingling among the
nearly 400 delegates from all over the world allowed for
the most fruitful and interesting encounters.

For me, the best part of the synod is precisely this
opportunity to make connections with an extraordinary
variety of Catholic leaders. I look forward to reestablish-
ing my friendship with Bishop Stefan Oster of Passau in
Bavaria, a man I've come very much to admire; with
Archbishop John Wilson, whom I've known for many
years and who is one of the most eloquent and effective
leaders of the Catholic Church in the UK; with
Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney, one of the most
pivotal figures in the English-speaking Church; with Ms.
Kelly Paget, a wonderful lay leader of the Church in
Australia; with Cardinal Chow of Hong Kong, who, I dis-
covered last year, did his undergraduate study in Duluth,
Minn.; and indeed with Bishop Georg Béatzing, the head of
the German bishops’ conference, a man with whom I
frankly disagree on most theological issues but with
whom I established a friendly rapport last year.

Well, what will we talk about? The parameters of our
conversation have been set by the “Instrumentum
Laboris” or “working document,” which all the delegates
are encouraged to read carefully in advance of the meet-

WORD ON FIRE

Bishop Robert Barron

ing. There are a few themes in the “Instrumentum” to
which I would like to draw your attention.

First, the “hot-button” issues of women’s ordination,
married clergy, and outreach to the LGBT community are
basically off the table, for they have been relegated to the
deliberations of study groups. Since they will not be the
focus of our discussion, the synod can return to the
theme that the pope originally assigned to us — namely;,
synodality itself.

Indeed, the title of the “Instrumentum Laboris” is pre-
cisely “How to Be a Missionary Synodal Church.” As
such, it is an exercise in what I would call practical eccle-
siology — that is, it seeks to explore how we make our
understanding of the Church concrete in terms of insti-
tutions and practices. For instance, it calls for the devel-
opment, across the international Church, of lay pastoral
councils, finance councils, various organs of accountabil-
ity; etc. A point that I made often in the first round of the
synod is that, in our country, most of these “synodal”
institutions are already in place. In any case, how to
implement and strengthen them will be a major focus of
our conversations.

A related motif of the “Instrumentum” is the involve-
ment of more laity, especially women, in the governance
of the Church, in both “decision-making” and “decision-
taking.” At all levels of consultation prior to the first
round of the synod and very much at the synod itself, the
question of women’s participation in the life of the
Church was brought forward with energy.

I was gratified to read in the “Instrumentum” that the
role of the bishop as principle of unity and final decision-
maker was clearly reaffirmed as part of the apostolic her-
itage of the Church, but I was also pleased to see that
both lay men and lay women were being summoned to
take part in the governance of the community. Here,
again, I frequently pointed out at the last synodal gather-
ing that, at least in the American setting, women already
play a very prominent role in ecclesial life.

Based on my experience in the Archdiocese of
Chicago, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and now in my
own diocese of Winona-Rochester, I can say that women
occupy central, even dominant, positions on most parish
staffs and chancery offices. In the case of Winona-
Rochester, of the 38 people who work in the chancery, 23
are women. This, of course, is not to imply that all is well
in this regard, but it is to suggest that perhaps the
American model might be one to imitate in other parts of

the Church.

Another topic that runs through the new
“Instrumentum” is that of listening. As you undoubtedly
know, the pope has rather consistently stressed that lis-
tening to one another is essential to synodality. But what
emerges with particular clarity in this year’s preparatory
document is that the first and most important listening
we undertake is not to one another but to the Holy Spirit.
And if we do listen to each other; it is so that we might
together discern the voice of the Spirit.

I think this is an important corrective to a tendency
last year to construe synodality in a congregationalist or
democratic manner, as though the Church is governed by
the consensus that emerges from the dialogue among the
baptized. This time, the more robustly supernatural
dimension of synodality is brought into the light.

I would like to make a final observation with respect to
the method used throughout the synodal process —
namely, the so-called “conversations in the Spirit.” The
“Instrumentum” states, boldly enough, that there was
practically universal celebration of this method. I, for
one, would not share such unrestrained enthusiasm.

On the positive side, the method compels us, at key
moments in the conversation, to pause and pray. This is
all to the good, and for reasons both practical and spiritu-
al. Furthermore, in insisting that each member of the
discussion circle is obliged to make a substantive opening
statement, it holds off the possibility that the more artic-
ulate and extroverted participants might dominate the
conversation.

On the negative side, I found that the tight control over
the dialogue and the hyper-insistence on mutual listening
often made things a bit stilted and obviated real
exchange, argument and engagement of the issues.
Perhaps it was good that we did a good deal of listening to
each other in the first round, but my hope is that we
might get into some creative disagreement this time
around.

All of that said, I leave for Rome with real eagerness
and enthusiasm. Could I ask all of you please to pray for
the hundreds of us who will be assembling in the Paul VI
Audience Hall to listen, speak, argue and decide — all
under the gaze of the successor of Peter?

Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire
Catholic Ministries and bishop of the Diocese of Winona-
Rochester in Minnesota.

Lovely memories of Mater Ecclesiae Monastery at the Vatican

How can one visit Assisi and Rome
and not write a blog about the experi-
ence!

It was an amazing time. From Sept 1-
20, I was a Benedictine delegate from
North America, and participant in the
CIB (Communio Internationalis
Beneictinarum) conference in Assisi.
What a sacred place to hold meetings.

Following this gathering, the dele-
gates were invited to attend the Congress
of Abbots meetings held at St. Anselmo’s
in Rome. In this blog I would like to share
just one lovely experience, of many.

At the invitation of Mother Maria
Cristina, a delegate from Argentina, we
were invited to Mater Ecclesiae

Sister Aileen
Bankemper, O.S.B.

Monastery for lunch, a tour of the Monastery
and the Vatican Gardens. Last summer, Pope
Francis desired to have contemplative sisters
live in Mater Ecclesiae and made the request to
Mother Christina. Six sisters from her commu-
nity moved to Vatican City in early January and
will continue their residence for the next three
years.

Following his resignation from the papacy,
Pope Benedict lived at Mater Ecclesiae until his
death in 2022. Located on a hillside behind St.
Peter’s Basilica, many of the rooms have the
same furnishings as when Pope Benedict lived
in the dwelling.

I had seen the movie “The Two Popes” and
was delighted to tour the building and recall
scenes from the movie. A memory I carry, is that

each window had a marvelous view of the gardens and
many showcased the back of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Following a delicious meal prepared by the sisters, we
prayed midday prayer in their simple yet elegant chapel.
Though a small number, the chanting of the office was
beautiful. The tour of the Vatican gardens followed.

The sisters’ hospitality “spoke” true Benedictine. Their
joy, kindness and openness made each of us feel very wel-
comed. To top it all off, myself and another delegate who
planned a visit to St. Peter’s that afternoon, was given
entrance to the Basilica at a special door. What lovely mem-
ories.

Benedictine Sister Aileen Bankemper is provincial supe-
rior for the Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery,
Villa Hills, Ky Her commentary was first published on the
community’s blogspot online at stwalburg.org.
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Thereis light in the storm

What’s
possessing you?

The readings for the twenty-eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle B — are: Wisdom 7:7-11;
Hebrews 4:12-13 and Mark 10:17-30 or 10:17-27.

Think it’s easy to gain eternal life? Think again. That
message lies at the heart of this Sunday’s Gospel, the
familiar story from St. Mark about a rich young man who
approached Jesus with a sincere question — but who got
an answer he didn’t expect or, frankly, want.

Getting into heaven, it turns out, involves more than

just being good and follow-
SUNDAY
SCRIPTURE

ing rules. It involves a
kind of complete surren-
der — and for the rich
young man, it was more
than he bargained on.

“You are lacking in one
thing,” Jesus told him.
“Go, sell what you have,
and give to the poor and
you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow
me.”

That’s hard enough for
someone young and rich
with many possessions;
but what about the rest of
us? Christ’s message here
goes beyond money and wealth. It is not only about the
things we possess, but about the things that possess us.

“Children,” Jesus explained, “how hard it is to enter
the kingdom of God!” Only after he said that did Jesus
qualify it to refer explicitly to someone with great wealth.
The fact remains: salvation doesn’t come easily, no matter
what your circumstances in life.

Confronted with this provocative episode, it’s worth
asking ourselves: what are the things we own — or that
own us — that make it hard for us to enter the kingdom of
heaven? What is holding us back or weighing us down?

For some, of course, it might be material wealth. But
for others, it may be harder to name. Are we being held
back by fear? Are we anxious or unable to place our trust
in God? Are we too attached to our own sins — pride,
greed, pettiness, bigotry, anger?

Do we measure our lives by what we get, win, achieve,
earn — rather than what we sacrifice or give for others?

Among our possessions, do we think at all about our
capacity to love God and serve one another?

It’s notable that when Jesus addressed the rich young
man, he didn’t ask him to simply do away with worldly
things; no, he commanded him to do something else, to
sacrifice for others in a very particular way. Here, as he
did so often, Jesus was showing his compassion and pref-
erential option for the poor.

It’s also worth remembering there are many kinds of
poverty and many types of need. How do we try to address
those needs in our own world? What about those who need
consolation or empathy or prayer? Do we strive in our own
lives to help those who are poor in self-esteem or hungry
for dignity? Do we make an effort to defend the defenseless
or help the helpless?

A lot of us are wealthy in ways that have nothing to do
with material possessions or money. We may have loving
families, supportive spouses, a sense of peace and self-
worth that might elude some of our neighbors. Do we
open our arms and our hearts to those who feel cut off,
marginalized, alone, lost?

Here and elsewhere, Jesus showed that gaining the
kingdom of heaven requires more than simple piety and
faithful obedience. It demands a sense of charity and sur-
render — not just giving what we own but giving who we
are. It demands, in a real sense, to be like Christ.

Are we ready to do that?

Among other things, the Scriptures this Sunday call on
us to remember what really matters. The first reading,
from Wisdom, compares gold to sand and silver to mire.
Wisdom and prudence are what have the most value.

Likewise, in Christ’s teaching, generosity, sacrifice and
charity are priceless. They point the way to eternal life,
and this invaluable lesson we are saved not by what we
get, but by what we give — and how we love.

Deacon Greg Kandra is an award-winning author and
Jjournalist, and creator of the blog “The Deacon’s Bench.”

Deacon Greg Kandra

My brother is waiting for a hurricane. That might
sound crazy, but he has a job where others depend on
him, so he is sitting in his office marking time until the
storm is over so they can begin the difficult job of
rebuilding and restoring.

He is already thinking
VIEWPOINT about the aftereffects and
what that will mean for

himself and his crew. He
knows his family is safe,
and they have done the
best they can to secure
their home and now he
sits with anticipation
building.

I can’t help but think of
all those who are in their
vehicles heading North, or
maybe West. Each trying
to get to safety worried

Julie Feinauer

there may be no gas, no
way to get money. They take off with what they can pack
in their vehicles. Leaving behind precious heirlooms,
photos and for some even friends and neighbors who
aren’t able or willing to leave. As a human being it is diffi-
cult for us to understand how God can bring both great
joy and sorrow. Such devastation as the many terrible
tragedies amassed already due to storms and flooding do
not make sense. We wonder how God can allow these
things when we are his children, and he loves us. But it is
because we know his love for us that we know that he
must allow these events so that we can grow in holiness.
This is not to say that God wishes hurt or harm on any

one of his own. We must understand that without dark-
ness there is no light. Through these difficult situations
people are able to serve those injured and in need to
become closer to him. Through our own suffering, we too
provide the path to God for one another.

Many of us don’t know what to do to help in these situ-
ations, especially if giving financially is not possible.
Often, we feel like we are so detached that we can’t be of
any use to those in need. But our solemn prayer is so
important to the spiritual wellbeing of all those involved,
victims, first responders, those cleaning up and rebuild-
ing, and those making decisions about how funding will
be spent. We must also continue to pray for ourselves as
we take in all the negativity that we might see on the
news or in social media. Continue to have faith and hope
in the Lord to guide us through it all.

Some dear friends of our family who just recently
moved to a now devastated and difficult to access area in
South Carolina are finding God in the little things. Even
after having a tree fall on their home, they find blessings
in their family, being close to parents who are in need of
care and support and helping others to secure supplies.
The resilience and resourcefulness of humanity is hum-
bling and beautiful. We all weather different storms in
our lives, both literal and metaphorical. If we remember
that God is light, and he is lighting our way through the
storm, we can transform our difficulties into growth for
our soul and the souls of those around us.

Please continue to pray for all those affected by
Hurricanes Helene and Milton.

Julie Feinauer is director of the Safe Environment
Office, Diocese of Covington, Ky

After one year of great suffering in the
Middle East, here’s how to help

Oct. 7 marks the grim one-year anniversary of the lat-
est war in the Middle East, the date when the Hamas
Palestinian terrorist organization attacked Israel out of
the blue, Kkilling nearly 1,200 and capturing 251 hostages.

At the time, the outrage
from the international
community was loud and
Members of the
OSYV Editorial Board

righteous.
In the months since that

initial attack, escalation
after escalation on multiple fronts has led to what Pope
Francis has called “a spiral of violence” in the region,
focusing dramatically on the Gaza Strip for almost a year
and culminating most recently in Israeli airstrikes and
attacks via bombs in handheld electronics in Lebanon
and the launching of missiles at Israel by Iran.

Yet despite the severity of the ongoing war, which
bears a larger death toll than previous conflicts in the
decades-long Israeli-Palestinian battle, and despite the
disturbing escalations, the newest conflict in the Middle
East risks becoming “business as usual” white noise for
the West — with too many long-suffering civilians paying
the steep price.

“As we approach the one-year mark, and as we look at
statistics out of Gaza, the world has forgotten that there
is a life behind every number,” said Sami El-Yousef, CEO
of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem in his September
reflection, after the death toll passed 40,000 in the Gaza
Strip. On his way back from Asia Pope Francis said that
“when you see the bodies of killed children ... a school is
bombed — this is ugly” And in July, UN. Secretary
General Anténio Guterres said that the humanitarian sit-
uation in Gaza is “a moral stain on us all.”

According to data published Sept. 18 by the U.N., 96
percent of the analyzed population of the Gaza Strip is
facing crisis levels of food insecurity, water sources are
compromised, hospitals are only partially functioning,
and a shocking 17,000 children are unaccompanied or sep-
arated from families.

Over the summer, children in Gaza who had been
spared death by bombing began dying from malnutrition,
with devastating pictures being posted by news agencies
of mothers mourning their children after watching them

die slow and painful deaths.

Catholic charities such as Caritas, the Order of Malta
and Catholic Relief Services are trying to assist as much
as possible to Gaza through the delivery of aid kits with
food and sanitary and medical supplies though the
Catholic parish of the Holy Family and the Orthodox St.
Porphyrios church. The patriarchate in Jerusalem is
cooperating with parishes to provide help to Christians
in the region, which is also being devastated by a lack of
tourists. Despite this assistance, the humanitarian situa-
tion remains dire.

We must not forget, too, those individuals whose fates
remain unknown. As of late September, 97 hostages taken
by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, remain unaccounted for. At the
funeral of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, whose body was recov-
ered Aug. 31, his mother, Rachel, prayed that the death of
her son “will be a turning point in this horrible situation
in which we are all entangled.”

In light of such great suffering, Catholics should
respond to the plea of Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa,
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, and dedicate this Oct. 7 to
prayer, penance and fasting.

“For the past year the Holy Land ... has been plunged
into a vortex of violence and hatred never seen or experi-
enced before,” Cardinal Pizzaballa wrote in a letter to his
diocese Sept. 26. “The intensity and impact of the
tragedies we have witnessed in the past twelve months
have deeply lacerated our conscience and our sense of
humanity.”

While the cardinal called on leaders to “a commitment
of justice and respect for every person’s right to freedom,
dignity and peace,” he also called on everyone to “commit
ourselves to peace” through promoting “every action of
peace, reconciliation and encounter” and through prayer,
bringing “our desire for peace to God.”

“We need to convert, to do penance, and to implore for-
giveness,” the cardinal said.

Cardinal Pizzaballa correctly directs our attention to
the Blessed Mother, as the month of October has histori-
cally been dedicated to the Holy Rosary and Oct. 7 is the
memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary. It is deeply appro-
priate to invoke the intercession of Our Lady, who is also

(Continued on page 13)
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About Thomas More
University
Founded in 1921, Thomas More
University stands as a beacon of
academic excellence and
innovation, challenging students

to Make It More. Deeply rooted in

the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,

this timeless foundation supports a

transformative educational
experience as students looking
to Be More are guided in the
pursuit of knowledge, ethical

leadership, and the integration of

faith and reason. Through

the high-quality, liberal arts
education provided at Thomas
More, students examine the
ultimate meaning of life, their
place in the world, and their
responsibility to others which
leads to the ability to think
critically and contribute
meaningfully to the world.
Serving more than 2,000
students, Thomas More takes its
place as the premier Catholic
university in the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
region, being named one of the
2024 Best Colleges in the U.S.
by the Wall Street Journal.

To find out more,

visit thomasmore.edu.

Thomas More University celebrates outstanding alumni

Submitted by Thomas More University

Thomas More University recognizes the recipients of its 2024 Alumni
Awards, presented by St. Elizabeth Healthcare. A tradition for over 55
years, Thomas More University Alumni Association celebrates the signifi-
cant career achievements of Thomas More alumni,
their dedication to the mission of the University, and
the impact alumni make on the communities in
which they live and serve.

“I am so grateful for all the individuals who took
the time to nominate someone for an award,” says
Courtney N. Kleier '17, director of alumni engage-
ment and annual giving. “In a busy world, it is

ALUMNI
AWARD

museum at the Alexandria Courthouse. He was first in his family to
attend college, earning his Bachelor of Arts in art education from
Thomas More in 1972.

Vice President and Director of Athletics Terry Connor "92 received
the Service Award, honoring the time, energy and
expertise he has provided and continues to provide
to Thomas More University. Mr. Conner enters his
26th year serving as athletic director where he over-
sees 30 highly competitive sports teams. He is cur-
rently leading the University through the transition
B into Division Il of the NCAA. Mr. Connor received his
bachelor’s degree in history from Thomas More.

(from left) Terry Connor '92; Sierra OBryan '13; Michael Gieske ‘80, M.D.; Sister Barbara Rohe, CDP; Thomas More University President Joseph L. Chillo,
LP.D; John Cimprich ‘71, Ph.D.; Scott McIntyre '97, Esq.; Kenneth Reis ‘72 and Brian Ruschman ‘00.

incredibly significant to be deliberate in recognizing members of our
community who have made a difference and deserve distinction.”

Seven outstanding alumni were honored in six award categories
during the Alumni Association Awards Ceremony, Sept. 27. The hon-
orees are as follows:

Michael Gieske, M.D. ‘80 and Scott McIntyre 97, both received the
Professional Achievement Award, recognizing a level of excellence in
their respective career fields.

Dr. Gieske, a family medicine physician for over 37 years, serves as
director of Lung Cancer Screening and Physician Advisor Advocacy at St.
Elizabeth Healthcare. Under his leadership, over 710 cases of lung can-
cer have been discovered through over 45,000 screenings. Two-thirds of
those cancers were found early, resulting in a 90 percent cure rate. The
screening program hit a milestone this spring, with 400 Stage 1 cases
diagnosed. Dr. Gieske graduated from Thomas More with a Bachelor of
Arts in biology.

Mr. MclIntyre is partner at BakerHostetler LLP, where he leads the
Cincinnati labor and employment practice and the employee privacy
team. Among his many professional accolades, Mr. McIntyre is a life fel-
low of the American Bar Foundation and holds the highest rank award-
ed by Martindale-Hubbell, signifying professional achievement and
adherence to ethical standards by peers in the legal community. He is
engaged in the community through service, including serving as a past
board member of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Covington. Mr.
Mclntyre studied history and pre-legal studies at Thomas More.

Kenneth Reis ‘72 received the Citizenship Award, recognizing the
significant impact he has made on the community through service and
leadership. Mr. Reis has dedicated much of his life to preserving and
sharing history, particularly that of his community in Grant's Lick,
Kentucky. Mr. Reis co-founded the Campbell County Historical and
Genealogical Society in 1990, serving as president for 27 years. He
played a key role in opening the Society’s office, research library, and

Faculty Emeritus John Cimprich, Ph.D. ‘71 received the Lasting
Influence Award for the positive and lasting impact he has made on the
lives of Thomas More students. He taught at Thomas More University
from 1985 - 2016 and held the positions of chairperson for both the
History Department and the Humanities Division. His professional
achievements include three books and numerous essays on the
American Civil War period. Dr. Cimprich earned his Bachelor of Arts in
history from Thomas More.

The Emerging Leader Award went to Sierra O'Bryan "13 in recogni-
tion of excellence in her post-collegiate life and commitment to Thomas
More as a recent alumna. Ms. O'Bryan is a software engineer at
Clubhouse and a Google developer expert. She is highly involved in
nonprofit organizations that empower women to excel in technology
careers, including getWITit and the Cincinnati network of Women Who
Code. She takes pride in building user-facing products that help people.
Ms. O'Bryan earned her Bachelor of Science in physics from Thomas
More.

The final honor, the Legacy Award, was awarded posthumously to
Sister Loretto Marie Driscoll, CDP, Ph.D. ‘39 for the lasting legacy and
deep impact she has made on the University community. She served as
an English professor, chair of the English department, and head librari-
an during her tenure at Thomas More. Sister Loretto Marie graduated
from Thomas More (then Villa Madonna) with a Bachelor of Arts in
English.

“We had some robust competition this year, and the committee had
to weigh many great alumni stories.” says Ms. Kleier. “This is our chance
to elevate the impact of what our mission calls us all to do as alumni: to
examine the ultimate meaning of life, our place in the world, and our
responsibility to others.”

Thomas More University Alumni Association welcomes ongoing
nominations of outstanding alumni online at https://tmuky.us/25nomi-
nate.

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.
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Newport Central Catholic breaks ground
on anew multi-purpose athletic complex

Bella Young
Multimedia Correspondent

The last, and largest, objective of the Looking Up
Capital Campaign officially broke ground, Oct. 4, with the
help of all 231Newport Central Catholic students, plus fac-
ulty; staff, alumni, community members and Bishop John
Iffert. The final objective, now underway, is a state-of-the-
art multi-purpose athletic complex.

“We are going to have this incredible new facility which
will have a turf field for football, boys and girls’ soccer,
track and field, all field events, stands for about 1,500 peo-
ple, locker rooms, coaches offices, concessions, restrooms,
a plaza and more,” said Ken Collopy, principal.

Mr. Collopy took a moment to explain to the students
and those in attendance, the decision to have the students
break ground. “We’re extremely grateful for the opportu-
nity to have or students break ground today. This space is
a communal space, but it will highlight our student ath-
letes,” speaking to the students he continued, “it will high-
light you. So, this day is about you.”

Not mentioned by Mr. Collopy, the complex will also

o

| kaxqum9239@gm‘l '11 '

include stadium lights, raised viewing areas, storage and a
press box. “Everything we planned,” Mr. Collopy said,
“should go back to our mission statement of forming men
and women of Christian service, leadership and evange-
lization ... Within athletics we strive to be the best versions
of ourselves. This is what God calls us to do every day, max-
imize our talents. We will not be perfect in this pursuit.
Our teams and individuals will strive for perfection, but
there will be losses and challenges along the way.
Sometimes we learn a little bit more from a loss than we do
a win. We develop character, aligned with faith, through
our sports.”

This sentiment of Catholic formation was echoed by
Bishop Iffert. “When we talk about Catholic formation,
what it means for us to be the people we're called to be,
we're really talking about a number of different aspects.
Human formation, the development of the whole human
person. Body and mind, everything, so human formation
becoming the healthiest person you can be. Intellectual for-
mation, learning to become a person of reason, a person
who trusts that God has given you gifts, and that God is

f 1‘;1
the groundbreaking.

the athletic complex will be built.

part in the groundbreaking.
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(right) Ken Collopy, principal, stands behind a
~ row of shovels to speak to those in attendance at

(below) Bishop Iffert blesses the ground on which

(left)The students of Newport Central Catholic
were invited to bring their own shovels and take

developing those gifts in you. Spiritual formation, having
that relationship with Jesus Christ the Lord, through the
power of the Holy Spirit that leads us to the Father that
allows us to know who we are, and whose we are ... that is
what Mr. Collopy was talking about when he talked about
this athletic complex serving not just sports ... being a
place where we want all of that development — human,
academic, spiritual — to come together for you here.”

The groundbreaking of the athletic complex “is a sig-
nificant moment in the development of the history of this
school,” said Bishop Iffert.

The final objective of the Looking Up Capital Campaign
is knocking on the door of completion and the Newport
Central Catholic community is excited to answer. “I hope
that this complex will be the spark for you, to not only help
you participate in athletics, but to bring you closer to God,”
said Mr. Collopy.

In February of 2022 Bishop Iffert approved Newport
Central Catholic’s proposed Looking Up Capital
Campaign. This approval officially launched the silent por-
tion of the campaign which paved the way for the public
launch of the campaign one year later. Since the beginning
of the Looking Up Capital Campaign, Newport Central
Catholic, Newport, has raised over $15,000,000 allowing for
multiple infrastructure improvements to the school and its
property.

Young photos
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Tiny Saints makes fundraising easy with online campaign
for parishes,schools and ministries during October

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

“Fundraisers can be a serious
headache,” Ben West, creative director of
Tiny Saints — a company whose bread and
butter is producing small charms depict-
ing saints and other Catholic figureheads
— humorously described.

Logistics like managing inventory and
volunteers can make fundraising a chal-
lenge for many organizations, big or small.
Which is why Tiny Saints aims to make its
fundraising program as “plug and play” as
possible.

“People are in the trenches of evange-
lization,” said Mr. West, “we’re just
enablers.” He continued, saying, “I’'ve had
this role as creative director since January;,
and it’s been a real joy to get to know the
customers ... it feels like a simple thing —
we’re just selling keychains — but it’s so
much more than tchotchkes. It’s their con-
nection with these heroes of faith and the

people they make relationships with.”

Building these connections and grow-
ing evangelization efforts are key factors
of the company’s mission, according to
Mr. West, which contributes to the philoso-
phy of the fundraising campaign.

“All you do is set up an account and
then you tell people about it, we handle all
the logistics and all the shipping,” said Mr.
West. “You list your school, parish or min-
istry and, then, during the checkout
process, they load up their cart, select your
organization at check out and you receive
a portion of those proceeds.”

The fundraiser can be set up anytime
during the month of October, and lasts
until the 31. Tiny Saints also offers free
promotional materials if requested, and
Mr. West welcomes organizers to contact
the company with any needs.

For more information on fundraising or
the Tiny Saints company; visit their website
at https.://wwwtinysaints.com.

Tiny Saints photo

A Tiny Saints charm depicting St. Joseph is featured in this promotional image.

Congregation of Divine Providence responds to
Pope Francis’s challenge to protect our common home

Maura Baker
Staff Writer
In 2015, Pope Francis’s letter “Laudato
Si”’ — “Praise be to you” — named for St.
Francis the Assisi’s canticle, called

=

Christians around the world to an “urgent
challenge to protect our common home”—

the earth and all creation in it.

The Season of Creation responds to this
call, designating September and the early

THE TENTH ANNUAL CATHOLIC MEN'S

- Bucharistic -

+Procesgsion ¢

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 19, 2024

8 AM — Masswith Cincinnati A‘rchbislibp Dennis Schnurr and Covi'ogton
Blshop John Iffert at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains.

Followmg Mass — 2-Mile Procession through downtown Cincinnati

11 AM — %mllBenedlctmn at Old St. Mary’s C,,_lmrch led by
Fr. Jon-Paul Beyak and the priests of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri.

All men are ingited to join in a spirit of reverence and prayer.

For more info, contact David Willig at (513) 305-6719 or Doug Jaeger at
IR (513) 417-2503 OE VISIt facebook.com[HonNameCinéinnati- £
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(above left) After exploring the creek across the road from Sts. Peter and Paul School,
a BBB club member found this little frog — proof of the health of the creek.

(above right)BBB Club members planted four dogwood trees along Sts. Peter and Paul
parish’s new road, California. Extension agent D.J. Scully gave a lesson on tree

planting and care before the planting.

part of October as a time, in particular, to
act on Pope Francis’s challenge. In the
Diocese of Covington, the Congregation of
Divine Providence, both sisters and associ-
ates, particularly have taken up the mantle
of Laudato Si’ and the Season of Creation.

Divine Providence Sister Lynn
Stenken, a member of the congregations’
Laudato Si’ committee, describes the ori-
gins of the Season of Creation.

“It was thought of originally by the
Orthodox Church,” she said, “but the idea
of this Season of Creation was particular-
ly embraced by the Catholic Church after
Laudato Si’ was written by our Holy
Father ... he has embraced this call for
everyone to preserve all of creation.”

The season, which began mid-
September, ends officially on October 4, the
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, said Sister
Lynn. “He was a saint who was inspired by
God to see God in all things,” she said, “but
it’s much broader than that.”

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul

writes that “all creation is groaning, wait-
ing for the coming of Christ,” said Sister
Lynn. “So there has been a sense since the
beginning of the Church that God is pres-
ent in creation, and we need to understand
and respect it. The Season of Creation is
just a specific time of year where we honor
this idea.”

While the Season of Creation is set
aside particularly for this mission, the
Congregation of Divine Providence
attends to the mission of Laudato Si’ and
stewarding creation year-round.

Laura Schafer, an associate of the
Congregation of Divine Providence, leads
the community garden at Holy Spirit
Parish, Newport, which also directly
donates produce to Holy Spirit’s Outreach
Pantry.

The food pantry and community gar-
den are one way of bringing sustainable
food to the community, said Ms. Schafer.

(Continued on page 14)
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10 —
11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.

Youth and families are invited to participate in the Trail
of Churches Pilgrimage, Oct. 12, hosted by the Diocesan
Catholic Committee on Scouting. Participants will learn
about local Catholic history; art, and faith. You do not need to
be a Scout to participate. More information at
https://covdio.org/youth/

St. Thomas Parish, Ft. Thomas, invites youth and families
of the diocese to an encounter with Jesus and others
through music, witness, Eucharistic adoration, and confes-
sion, followed by games and refreshments, Oct. 13, 2:30-5 p.m.
RSVP by e-mailing mjohnson@stthomasnky.org.

New Beginnings is an 8-week, faith-based support group
that provides separated and divorced individuals the
opportunity for healing and growth. In this group, partici-
pants find new understanding of themselves and their rela-
tionships and gain courage to discover new life. Evenings, 7-
8:30; location varies. Registration is required. Visit
https://covdio.org/newbeginnings-2/ or call (859) 392-1592.
Fall/winter schedule is Consecutive Thursdays — Oct. 17, Oct.
24, Nov. 7, Nov. 14, Nov. 21, and Dec. 5; Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m., at
Catholic Charities — 3629 Church St., Covington.

The Mustard Seed Catholic Charismatic Community of
NKY sponsors a monthly Third Tuesday prayer gathering,
"Spirit & Grace”, 7-8:45 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament’s Parish
Center, Ft. Mitchell. Join us Oct. 15 for praise and worship
music, teaching, witnesses and healing prayers. For informa-
tion, call Carol at (859) 341-5932.

St. Henry Craft Show, Oct. 19, 9 am.-3 p.m., St. Henry
Athletic Complex, Florence. Entry fee $5; concessions and raf-
fles available.

Inclusive Education Sacramental Strategies Workshop,
Oct. 19, 9-10:30 a.m., St. Pius X School, Edgewood, for cate-
chists and all who desire to empower and minister to all
learners. Presented by the FIRE Foundation and Janie
Zembrodt. RSVP by Oct. 14.

"Studying the Milky Way Galaxy with Gaia Space
Telescope,” with Dr. Austin Hinkel, Oct. 19, 7-9 p.m.,
Ziegler Auditorium, Thomas More University;, Crestview
Hills. Join us for a lecture on the groundbreaking work of
the Gaia Space Telescope, which has transformed the
understanding of the Milky Way Galaxy. By precisely
measuring the positions and motions of nearly two billion
stars, Gaia has created the most detailed map of our
galaxy to date. Discover the innovative technology behind
this mission, the incredible data it has collected, and the
profound discoveries that are reshaping our knowledge of
the Milky Way’s structure, formation, and evolution.

St. Barbara parish’s, Erlanger, Holy Name society, will
be hosting their annual “Turkeyshoots”, Oct. 19, Oct.
26 and Nov. 2 on the parish’s campus. 12 gauge only. Cash-
only concessions will be available. For more information,
call Larry at (859) 380-9260 or e-mail turkeyshootstbar-
bara@gmail.com.

“Morning of Reflection - Confession,” Oct. 19,9 a.m.—
noon, St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring. Mass, adoration and
confession will be offered. Many Catholics feel they have
been poorly catechized when it comes to the Sacrament of
Confession. Father Conor Kunath will address questions
about this critical piece of our salvation story.

Campus Ministry Night, Oct. 22, 6-8 p.m., Mary, Seat of
Wisdom Chapel, Thomas More University:

“Help Your Child Manage Stress — Parent Education
Session,” Oct. 23, 7 p.m., Villa Madonna Academy, the-
atre. Two counseling interns from the Northern
Kentucky University Counseling Program will provide a
parent education session covering the following topics:
Helping your child manage stress; Noticing signs of
depression/anxiety in your child; and Talking to your
child about his/her mental health. Themes will focus on

social skills, emotional well-being, coping strategies, and
stress management. Both interns are currently in a mas-
ter’s level program working on their degree in Clinical
Mental Health Counseling. Both are counseling interns at
Integrative Counseling Solutions where they see children
and adults for a variety of mental health concerns.

High School “SUMMIT 24 Eucharistic” Retreat “Rejoicing
in Hope” at Thomas More University. (Not an overnight
retreat). Early bird registration by Oct. 30, at
https://covdio.org/youth/.

Are you looking to make your faith journey a part of your col-
lege experience? Do you want to learn more about the
Catholic faith in a welcoming, open environment — and make
lifelong friendships while you're at it? Thomas More
University’s Campus Ministry invites you to this special
evening event, Oct. 22, 6-8 p.m., where you can meet our
campus ministers, find out about the Bishop Foys
Ministry & Service Scholarship, and discover the many
opportunities for service, fellowship, and spiritual develop-
ment that we offer students of all faith backgrounds. We will
encourage you to examine the meaning of life, your place in
the world, and your responsibility to others ... all while having
a fun and unforgettable college experience! Please RSVP by
visiting: https://tmukyus/CampusMinistry24

“The Psychology of Grooming — Part I,” a webinar for
survivors and those who care for them, Oct. 28, 6:30-8 p.m.
CDT, with Mitch Mueller. Sex offenders engage in a vari-
ety of strategies to target potential victims and prepare
to offend against them. In this talk, Mr. Mueller begins to
explore the different types of offenders and the different
kinds of strategies they use for their crimes. Mr. Mueller
holds licenses in mental health and addiction counseling
in Wisconsin and Minnesota. Visit https://www.arch-
spm.org/the-psychology-of-grooming-part-i/.

Bingo social, St. Augustine Parish, Augusta, Nov. 17, 1-5
p.m., bingo, pull tabs, split-the-pot raffle, drinks and
snacks, with a meal following bingo. Entry fee $10.
Additional bingo cards optional. Must be 18 or over to
participate. Proceeds benefit the Emergency Benevolent
Fund. Weather permitting.

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones, (PAL) is a support group
that meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. at
Catholic Charities, Latonia. It provides continuing education
and support, at no charge, for parents with a son, daughter or
spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or drugs. No cost.
Just come — 3629 Church Street, Latonia. For more informa-
tion contact Client Care at (859) 581-8974.

Bishop Iffert and the priests of the Diocese of Covington
will pray a Holy Hour for survivors of sexual violence and
for the sanctification of priests, 3 p.m., every third Thursday
monthly; at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,

[= ‘.-_‘;

Covington. All are welcome.

The Diocese of Covington, in partnership with Franciscan
University’s Catechetical Institute is offering FREE in-per-
son Mentor Training Workshops. These workshops will take
place through February 2025. Register at https://covdio.org/
register/. For information contact Isaak A. Isaak, Office of
Catechesis and Evangelization, (859) 392-1529 or iisaak@cov-
dio.org.

Catholic Charities volunteer opportunities: Volunteer
Receptionist — Be the welcoming face for visitors and
clients. Most shifts are four hours long. Mason County
Jail Ministry Volunteers - Prayer/Scripture Ministry —
Join a group of inmates in the detention centers for
prayer and Scripture discussions during scheduled
evening sessions. Commitment is flexible; volunteers are
not required to attend every week. Visit https://coving-
toncharities.org and click on the volunteer tab, or e-mail
jwalch@covingtoncharities.org.

Muffins, moms and Miraculous Medals
Holy Trinity 1st Graders invited their moms to
Muffins, Moms and Miraculous Medals, Sept. 27. It was
also the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul, whose work
inspired the Sisters of Charity. Students learned about
Sister of Charity St. Catherine Laboure and the story
of the Miraculous Medal. Father Martin blessed the
medals and encouraged the moms to rely always on the
blessed Mother. Each student was gifted a Miraculous
Medal and then each student placed a Miraculous
Medal around their mom’s neck. After Mass, the stu-
dents shared artwork they created about St. Catherine
and the Miraculous Medal of Mary. Everyone enjoyed a
sweet treat of muffins.

Knights of Columbus

Golf Classic

Knights fore’ Catholic Charities Lifeline Fund
The Northern Kentucky Knights of Columbus Golf Committee presented Chris Goddard, executive director, Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Covington, with a check for $19,000 — the proceeds of its annual Golf Outing held in July. For 15
years the Knights of Columbus have donated $168,000 to Catholic Charities Lifeline Fund. This fund provides clients
with support during untimely financial hardships. “Catholic Charities is so thankful for the dedication and support
from the Knights, sponsors and golfers,” said Mr. Goddard. Pictured (from left) Knights of Columbus Committee:
Suanne Ledonne; Tim Buerger; Deacon Bill Theis; Vicky Bauerle, Catholic Charities; Chris Goddard, Catholic Charities;

Keith Cahill; Dennis Elix; Carl Biery and Eric Oberschmidt.
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Mustard Seed missionaries find joy and Christ in Jamaican home

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Earlier this year, Bishop John Iffert and representatives
from the Curia, St. Elizabeth Healthcare and Thomas
More University visited the Mustard Seed Community in
Mandeville, Jamaica, to visit the facility and with the resi-
dents there.

More recently, women missionaries from St. Pius X
Parish, Edgewood, accompanied by Father John Paul,
parochial vicar, have also returned from the mission.

Called the “Gift of Hope Home,” the community in
Mandeville is a “nurturing home” to children and adults
with disabilities, with ages ranging from 2 to 34. It
describes itself as “providing opportunities for volunteers
to contribute to the mission of caring for the most vulner-
able.”

“There was a point when I stopped seeing the child’s
disabilities and I was able to look into their eyes and into
their soul — I saw them as a true child of God,” said Barb
Michalowski, one of the missionaries. “I saw Jesus in
them and realized how grateful I was to be there and be in
their presence.”

“To me, mission means reaching out, going beyond one-
self, and at times beyond your comfort zone to serve God’s
people,” said Ms. Michalowski.

Community Gift of Hope Home in Mandeville, Jamaica.

(above left) Statues depicting Jesus and the Blessed Mother stand on the property of the Mustard Seed

Community.

(above right) Missionaries pose for a picture with some of the residents outside of one of the buildings.
(right) A chapel at the Jamaica community exhibits the phrases “Thank you, Lord” and “He is here” above

the sanctuary.

(above, top row) Missionaries smile for photographs taken of them with residents at the Mustard Seed

The mission was “Christ centered,” said Debbie
McQuade, another one of the missionaries, and, in addi-
tion to their primary responsibilities of caring for and
feeding the children in residence, the facilities included a
Church that was used daily for “song, praise, reading
Scripture and Mass when a priest was available.”

“You could see the calmness of the children, the smiles
on their faces and joy,” Ms. McQuade said. “The Holy
Spirit was present in all and especially in the hearts of the
caregivers (or “aunties”). The aunties had beautiful voices
praising the Lord. What a gift!” she commented.

However, amongst all the joy, the mission trip was not
without its trials, as described by missionary Tricia
Gribben. “During our trip the staff at Gift of Hope were
struggling with a sick child who was hospitalized. When
we arrived the staff apologized for being distracted but
they felt very worried for this child’s health. They loved
this child as they would their own and this was immediate-
ly evident,” she said. “Having Father John Paul on our trip
was a blessing as we were able to offer Mass in the sick
child’s name. Ultimately, the child passed on our fourth day
of mission. The staff were overcome with grief but felt
that it was divine timing that we were there.”

Ms. Gribben, an occupational therapist in a pediatric
hospital, “had prayed over ways that I would use my skills

as an occupational therapist but did not realize that God
intended us to be there for the staff. His plans were differ-
ent from anything I imagined ... Mission means surren-
dering all of yourself to God, in order to serve in whatever
way God asks of you.”

Alicia Pence, who also attended the mission, recalled in
a reflection words shared to discerning missionaries
before the trip by pastor Father Baiju Kidaagen. “Our pas-
tor said, ‘it is not about what you can do for these people
but what the experience will do for you; these individuals
do not know what they don’t have but they have joy,”” she
said.

While she initially struggled with worrying if her inter-
est in the trip was “selfish,” citing opportunity to travel
and chance to be seen, these words reassured Ms. Pence
and cemented her decision to join the others to Jamaica.

“It will be hard to relay the experience to others,” she
said, “but I hope that my presence will be enough to
encourage others to consider supporting or even actively
participating in a future mission trip. There are opportu-
nities to build, to retreat and to love. I still have much
growth but reflecting on the experience, the memories,
and most importantly the joy shared with the residents
will motivate me to keep trying.”

McQuade photos
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Rose Garden Home Mission thrives through generosity

of volunteers

Mother Seraphina Quinlan, FDM
Contributor

“So that My joy may be in you and your joy may be com-
plete ... love one another as I love you.” John 15:11-12

When we began the Rose Garden Home Mission, a min-
istry of the Franciscan Daughters of Mary, we learned
early on that we need volunteers to help us with all that we
do. Without them, there is no way six sisters could do the
work of running a pregnancy care center, food pantry, free
medical clinic and free dental clinic.

We LOVE our VOLUNTEERS! We are so grateful for
their love for Jesus, for their gifts and talents, love and
friendship and gifts of themselves to Jesus through all of
the Works of Mercy they generously practice at the Rose
Garden. They are a vital part of the Sisters’ ministry to
our needy neighbors, and we would be absolutely unable to
follow God’s inspirations and works at the Mission with-
out them.

The Mission came to birth as an extension of the
Sisters’ prayer life, and a way to live out the vow we each
make to Jesus to uphold the dignity of every human per-
son from the moment of conception until natural death.
This is the Mission’s lifeblood and primary reason there
is a Rose Garden.

Our neighbors love coming to the Mission. In a note
from one of our neighbors right before Thanksgiving,

Jesus’ love made manifest

“Thank you for all of the smiles, prayers and comfort you
deliver in the Name of Our Divine Father. Not to mention
how grateful I am for being so generous in what you give.”
She signed the note, “With sincere love and gratitude!”

When God inspires a new volunteer to come and help,
we show them around and share with them that all we ask
of our volunteers is help us uphold people’s dignity by giv-
ing everyone they meet the love of Jesus. Initially, this
begins with a smile, it’s a way of your heart saying, “Hi!
Glad to see you!” Of course, it’s important to try to be pos-
itive and uplifting — no one enjoys being around someone
looking or sounding grumpy. We seek to build each other
up in the love of Christ, “so that they may see your good
works and glorify your Heavenly Father.” (Matt 5:16)

Two vital virtues that are good to practice at the
Mission are patience and compassion. How easy it is to fall
in to being critical toward the neighbors we serve, a temp-
tation that we need to resist out of our love for Jesus
Christ. Often, our neighbors get their dignity trampled
upon by others, so that initially they expect the worst from
us — that is until they come to know us.

It takes courage and great love for Jesus (who always
gives us the grace) to be gentle, compassionate and patient
with someone who may be rude or disrespectful or
demanding. These neighbors, to quote a great saint, must
be to us, “Christ in His distressing disguise.” (Mother

Teresa of Calcutta).

One recent event helped us to realize how important it
is to love our neighbor. One of the sisters was speaking to
a neighbor, sharing about how we promise God to give the
love of Jesus to everyone. The neighbor replied, “You all
sisters do that, but your volunteer didn’t.” Sister replied
that most of them do. He shrugged his shoulders and said,
“Yeah, you’re right, most do.”

As Christians, we are ambassadors for Christ to the
people we serve. Everything we do for our neighbors
should be a reflection of the kind of love our Lord has for
each of them. So, if we are kind, loving and compassionate
this gives witness to them that God is kind, loving and
compassionate. If we are harsh, uncompassionate and crit-
ical, they will think of him like that.

No one is perfect, and we all have our off moments.
However, if Ifind myself being tempted to being critical of
others, or complaining, or just being plain negative, I try to
remember to think of our neighbors as Jesus in his “dis-
tressing disguise,” and be inspired to change. “So that (my)
works may be clearly seen as done in God.” (John 3:21)

Mother Seraphina Quinlan is superior for the
Franciscan Daughters of Mary, Covington. For related arti-
cle on see page 2.

Seminary Education Fund

(Continued from page 3)

Stewardship and Mission Services, which coordinates the
Diocese of Covington’s Seminarian Education Fund.

Currently, there are five seminarians in the Diocese of
Covington, ranging in stages of formation from the transi-
tional diaconate to the propaedeutic year. With five semi-
narians currently enrolled, the yearly cost for the forma-
tion of the Diocese of Covington’s future priest is approx-
imately $300,000. People of the Diocese of Covington are
asked to support the formation of seminarians by donat-
ing to the annual Seminary Education Fund.

“The Seminary Education Fund is an investment in the
future of the Diocese. If you care about the priests of our
Diocese and their well-being, their formation, then mak-
ing a gift to the Seminary Education Fund is one of the
most important things you can do. These men will be the
future priests of the Diocese of Covington,” said Mr. Hess.

“Everybody in the Diocese is getting an envelope to
their house with a letter from Bishop Iffert. They will also
be getting a brochure, along with a giving envelope that
they can drop off at their parish or mail in,” said Mr. Hess.
The funding of our seminarians is vital in the discern-

ment process and priestly formation; without the $60,000
roadblock young men have the ability to explore their
vocation free from the pressures of the world outside of
seminary.

William Fuller, a second-year seminarian at the
Pontifical College Josephinum, said in a video about voca-
tions, “Even if you’re really not sure about your vocation,
it’s still very much worth looking into the propaedeutic
year, looking into applying for seminary. Here, you’ll have
a lot more opportunity to pray than you will anywhere
else, and prayer is really where discernment lives.”

The opportunity for a young man to explore his voca-
tion can be provided through a donation to the Seminary
Education Fund, allowing him to discern more fully to the
priesthood.

Deacon Joshua Heskamp, a seminarian in his final
stage of formation at St. Vincent Seminary, was a parale-
gal at a law office when he felt the call to the priesthood. “I
wasn’t fully satisfied with my work in the law office,” he
said in a video on vocations, “I felt like there was some-
thing missing from my life. That there was this deeper
thirst within me, a deeper meaning, a deeper calling that
God was calling me too ... the seminary gives me space to
grow as a person through prayer and through study and

through ministry experiences that I wouldn’t have other-
wise.”

The brochure being sent out to homes explains in detail
that without the financial and prayerful support of our
faith community, many seminarians would find it impossi-
ble to pursue their vocation. If you want to support the
future priests of the Diocese of Covington, there are two
significant ways to help. The first is to pray for our current
seminarians and for an increase in men willing to accept
the call. The second is by financially supporting seminari-
ans’ education. Donations can be made by check or online
at covdio.org/give, then choose the option for the seminar-
ian fund.

“This is the only fundraiser
that we have during the year for
our Seminarian Education
Fund,” said Mr. Hess, “this kind
of goes beyond just helping to
pay a students tuition, you're
investing in the education of
these men for the future of the
Diocese.”

Scan QR to make a gift to the
Seminary Education Fund

Franciscan Daughters of Mary

(Continued from page 2)

Calling him “Brother Wolf,” St. Francis was able to
make peace between the wolf and the people of Gubbio —
saying that the wolf played “one of his forepaws on
Francis’s outstretched hand.”

“Is it any wonder that Francis is such a popular saint?”
Bishop Foys asked the congregation. “He is genuine. He is
real. He is committed by his actions to the words he
preaches and teachers. Francis saw God’s hand in every-
thing and everyone.”

He continued, saying, “Everything and anything we
have comes ultimately from the hand of God. And, so, you
see God’s beauty in a sunrise or a sunset, in a bird or a dog
or a wolf.”

Circling back to the sisters celebrating their anniver-
sary, Bishop Foys commented on their “remarkable” mis-
sion to “care for anyone who comes. No questions asked —
because anyone who comes is a child of God to be treated
with dignity and respect.”

“We pray that the ministry will continue to flourish
and to grow,” Bishop Foys concluded, “and just as Francis
brought peace to the wolf and the people of Gubbio, may
the sisters bring peace and reconciliation to all who walk
through their door.”

Support to grieving families

(Continued from page 3)

to ease the burden of grieving.

Bereavement committees not only plan liturgies but
help organize receptions and offer much-needed support
as well.

Michelle Braun, secretary at St. Henry Parish, Elsmere,
also is currently the head of the parish’s committee. “It
brings a helping hand to people during a difficult time,”
she said. As a gift from the parish, parishioners at St.
Henry also bake baked goods for the families of the
deceased.

Similar is true for many parishes who have bereave-
ment committees, with some individuals devoting large
parts of their lives to the ministry. One committee head,
who wished to remain anonymous and out of the spot-
light, began her work in bereavement and planning funer-
als almost 40 years ago.

At the time, she had attended a funeral in Cincinnati
that was organized by a bereavement committee — some-
thing uncommon in Northern Kentucky at the time,
where most funerals were organized by parish priests.

After presenting her ideas to her pastor at the time, she
initiated one of the first bereavement committees in a
Northern Kentucky parish.

In the present day, she is one of nine planners who
serve on the bereavement committee at St. Pius X Parish
in Edgewood. The planners take turns attending to the
families that reach out, going through the Mass with them
either in person or over the phone. “Depending on what’s
more comfortable for them,” she said.

In addition to the nine planners, other individuals on
the bereavement committee prepare food for receptions,
do set up and clean up or serve as altar servers, ministers,
lectors or anything else that the family needs for the
deceased’s funeral Mass.

“We try to get as many people from our parish as possi-
ble to help with things,” said the committee’s head, “to
bring comfort to the family.”

“You’re so happy when there’s a wedding,” she said,
“there’s so much planning, and your mind is going every
which way. With a funeral, you don’t have that much time.
These families wonder ‘what do I do?’ and ‘what do I need
to do? ... that’s where the bereavement committee really
takes a lot of that off of them, which gives them comfort
in knowing somebody else is helping them. There are
times when the family cries, and I do too,” she said. “It
comforts your heart, plus gives them comfort, knowing
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Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront

» Condominium Rentals

Dot -‘l‘ = 1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
: BR® house. Owner direct rates save you $8!! Call or

text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

Marco Island, FL

3-min. walk to beach. 18t floor fully furnished 2BR,

& bath condo. Contact angie@earlfranksflooring.com
or (859) 801-8691 for pricing, pictures & availability.

View at EarlFranksFlooringFacebook.com

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING

New installations, maintenance and tree
removal. Find us at GoesslingLandscaping.com

Call Norb at (859) 912-0340

NEED AN EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER???

Years of experience w/references

Work with clients and family members to do whatever
is necessary (prayers, games, read, cook, laundry etc.)

Call Maryann at 859-443-7115.

Good Job Remodeling LLC

and Ha n
Now accepting small to large jobs.
Free Estimates. Licensed and insured.

Call Steven at (859) 801-9925

FAITH-BASED NON-PROFIT
PT BOOKKEEPER NEEDED

Duties include general ledger detail, accounts payable/receivable,
payroll submission to 3rd party, financial reports, tax filings, assistance
w/ annual budget, monthly/quarterly closings, prep for annual audit
& IRS990 tax filing, prep for insurance & worker's comp audits + other
bookkeeping duties. $20-525/hour DOE. 20 hrs/week in person
(Covington). Hybrid/remote considered after 6 mos.

Understanding of accounting principles & prev. bookkeeping experi-
ence required. QuickBooks experience preferred. Attention to detail,
excellent communication skills, & ability to exercise the highest moral
& ethical practices. Details at www.honkhomes.org/hookkeeper
Send resume & cover letter to:

David Hastings, Housing Opportunities of Northern Kentucky (HONK),
502 Fry St,, Covington, KY 41011 or dhastings@honkhomes.org

FULL/PART-TIME DRIVERS

Morning and/or afternoon hours available.
Northern KY routes. Transport passengers to/from
Day Activity Programs. CDL not required.
Apply online at BAWAC.org/careers/ or email to
hr@BAWAC.org.

BAWAC, Inc., Attn: Transportation Mgr.,
7970 Kentucky Dr., Florence, KY 41042
Fax: 859.371.1726, Phone: 859.371.4410
Email: hr@BAWAC.org.  E.O.E.

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped concrete.
MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers, foundation,
fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. — Mini-excavator, Bob Cat &
drainage work. Quality work & ref. Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.
Messenger advertiser since 1993.

CARMEL'3# MANOR

CARMEL MANOR IS NOW HIRING

Full Time Cooks
Day and Evening Shifts Available

Call 859-781-5111 for information regarding
our competitive wages and excellent benefits.

BUSINESS MANAGER/
FINANCE DIRECTOR

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church is seeking a person of faith with
commitment to Gospel values to be our new Business

Manager/Finance Director. This person will report directly to the Pastor,

and assist him with the stewardship of the physical, financial and
human resources of the parish. He/she is also expected to manage
facilities and non-school staff as well as overseeing all purchases.

Qualifications include a business-related bachelor's and/or master's
degree along with several years (5 years minimum) of successful
accounting and management experience; experience in using Quick
Books Online, FACTS Tuition Management, as well as proficiency with
MS Office software, and excellent leadership and communications
skills. This is a full-time position, with fixed hours. He/she must
demonstrate ahility to work with diverse personality types in stressful
situations and be able to maintain strict confidentiality in all matters.

Interested individuals may send a cover letter and resume, including
compensation history and references with contact email address to
Msgr. Dominic Fosu, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 5876 Veterans
Way, Burlington, KY 41005 (dfosu@ihm-ky.org).

HOUSE CLEANING

lsn't it time you come clean? We don't cut

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN

St. Cecilia Catholic School in Independence, Kentucky is
seeking a part-time custodian to assist with daily cleaning
tasks. The duties outlined below are included:

- Cleaning: Cleaning classrooms, bathrooms, hallways, and
other areas daily. Perform weekly, monthly, and seasonal
cleaning as needed.

- Sanitizing: Disinfect bathrooms, cafeteria, and touch
surfaces such as door handles, switch plates, and trash
receptacles.

- Trash removal: Empty trash containers and
transport materials to disposal areas daily.

- Responding to emergencies as needed: Spills, illness, etc.

- Moving furniture: Moving heavy furniture, equipment, or
supplies manually or with hand trucks.

- Setting up for events: Setting up, arranging, or removing
decorations, tables, chairs, etc. for meetings and events.

- Maintaining equipment: Maintaining small tools,
equipment, cleaning supplies and work areas.

- Using chemicals: Using appropriate chemicals and cleaners
safely and productively.

- Maintaining professional relationships: Maintaining
positive, professional relationships with staff, parents
and others.

Interested persons may submit a resume via email to

info@stcindependence.org.

PART-TIME ACCOUNTANT

Notre Dame Academy (NDA) in Park Hills, Kentucky, seeks a
mission-driven, qualified professional to serve as a part-time
Accountant. The ideal candidate will have a minimum of

5 years of experience in finance and accounting, preferably
in a school setting. A Bachelor's or master's degree in
Accounting or Finance is strongly preferred.

This role involves supporting the Director of Finance, HR,
and Operations by maintaining NDA's financial and account-
ing systems, including handling FACTS Tuition Management,
Incidental Billings, Financial Aid, Accounts Receivable,

Accounts Payable, and bank deposits. The NDA Accountant
is responsible for ensuring compliance with internal con-
trols, processing journal entries, and working closely with
the Advancement Office to reconcile donations and
pledges. Strong organizational skills, attention to detail, and
proficiency in Microsoft Office and QuickBooks are essential
for success in this position.

Notre Dame Academy is a Catholic all-girls high school spon-
sored by the Sisters of Notre Dame, committed to excellence
in education. Interested candidates should submit a cover
letter and resume to slaughterm@ndapandas.org

Call David at the Messenger for information on placing your ad
in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1572
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Suffering in the Middle East

(Continued from page 5)
our queen of peace, for an end to the suffering and con- peace” and encouraged synod delegates to join him. He for an end to violence through prayer and fasting and by
flict in the Holy Land, for who understands suffering bet- then joined Cardinal Pizzaballa in encouraging all people offering repentance for the ways in which we have failed
ter than she whose heart was pierced by a sword? to “live a day of prayer and fasting for peace in the world” to live and act with love. May peace reign in our hearts
At the end of his homily at the Oct. 2 Mass opening the on Oct. 7. and in our world.
2024 Synod of Bishops on Synodality, Pope Francis One year into this terrible conflict, let us not forget all The members of the OSV Editorial Board include
announced that he will go Oct. 6 to the Basilica of St. those who continue to suffer in the Middle East — in the Father Patrick Briscoe, OP; Gretchen R. Crowe; Paulina
Mary Major in Rome to pray the rosary “for the gift of holiest of lands where Jesus himself walked. Let us work Guzik, Matthew Kirby;, Peter Jesserer Smith and Scott P
Richert.

Protecting God's Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

For all employees and check. Selection.com is a system@pub.virtus.org unless  volunteer or are employed. B Thursday, Nov. 14, W Wednesday, Dec. 4,
volunteers of the Diocese of secure site; the background your computer program Your primary location contact 9-11:30 a.m., Diocesan 6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan
Covington who in any way check is posted on your blocks them. information is found under Curia, Bishop Howard Curia, Bishop Howard
provide a safe environment account and you receive a Bulletins: your Contact Tab. Memorial Auditorium, Memorial Auditorium,
for children. copy if you request it during . ) Covington Covington
Step 1: Contact th_lel r_eglstrat;on p(zrc{_ersa.SYou - Souic(;l;ersk;uli:tlmnbzss;t.ed VIRTUS Training: W Thursday, Nov. 14, Note: If your Training Tab is
parish/school institution WL ffeTn TP welr &) . Y, >€p v B Tuesday, Oct. 22 6_8530 p-m., Diocesan missing or you cannot access
leader to revi .. training class during theregis-  due Tuesday, November 1. Y s Curia, Bishop H d

eview the Policies ot . ) 9-11:30 a.m.. Diocesan W), (SEely UOREL your account, contact your
and Procedures and fill out B, The monthly e-mail reminder ; Memorial Auditorium, parish, school or institution.

Curia, Bishop Howard

o ) f lleti ill . e i
the Application and Step 3: Your account Sor?\ en :c:;/;r:iyt:;c:;‘p@?sted wi Memorial Auditorium, T For other difficulties, contact
Acceptance Forms. becomes active when your AT, Covington lWed_nesday, De_c. 4, Marylu Steffen at
Step 2: Go to PTG G ML m Tuesday, Oct. 22, 9-11:30 am., Diocesan (859) 392-1500

session and Acceptance Form  www.virtusonline.org,
are posted on your account. enter your user id and

Curia, Bishop Howard

. e or msteffen@covdio.org
Memorial Auditorium,

www.virtus.org and click
on Registration. Follow the

6-8:30 p.m., Diocesan
Curia, Bishop Howard

You will receive 12 password. If your account is . TV Covingt
g;%rr;gtrsetoucer;a;ebgskaicoc:;rgc bulletins per year. You will suspended contact your 1\:/Ier_notc|al Auditorium, ovingron
3 e receive e-mail notices at primary location where you UnGEen
¢ Air-Conditioned ST- CECI LIA
« capacity 400 CHURCH HALL .
* Beer License W
° Non-Smoking 5313 Madison Pike, Independence w U
* Open to all s P, REIEES, e Established by the St. Charles Community
Call 363-4311 for details

A little help can make
C\_ Delivering exceptional catering - Y
OV[' a,&/,) and remarkable experiences
c’ throughout Cincinnati and P
EVENTS AND CATERING Northern Kentucky.
3 = -

The Cincinnati Club | Drees Pavilion | Music Hall

R =
The Gardens of Park Hills | The Grand Ballroom s

Listening.
Caring.
Helping.
Providing the
tools for seniors
and families to

N Ao A S R 3705 Winston Ave, Latonia KY navigate aging
=] =] Call today or scan the QR code for info about these (859) 26]-0746 -
b o and other amazing local venues! = - S eI'VIC e S .
= 859.442.7776 | www.McHalesCatering.com seniorresource@stchariescommunity.org
JEFF & CHERYL SISKA 859-816-7910
AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — ESTATE & COLLECTIONS BUYER h
WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO BUY THE FOLLOWING... Ny CATERING
» JEWELRY ® BEER & LIQUOR SIGNS & LIGHTS i 3
= JUKE BOXES o COINS & PAPER MONEY 'Pa! tlgs *Weddings '
. * SLOT MACHINES * ROOKWOOD & ROSEVILLE POTTERY *Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
‘ D | E | e Ctrl C | n C :FAEDNJE%%%SSSSIGNS o HOLIDAY ITEMS INC YARD DECOR, +25 To 1000 People
I - STONE CROCKS & JUGS ORRAMENTS A TREES, & <o M “Our Foods Taste Good”
N o REDS & SPORTING [TEMS BEFORE 1976 i inci i
. L + OLD SILVERWARE ;155 8 BANKS BEFORE 1980 Serving Greatel: Cincinnati
Quality Service Since 1997 e VEEEENTS o FREKING & PYREX MIXING BOWLS Call Jill
& OVENWARE
5 ¥ ® LEGOS -
859-291-9189 WE ARE PAYING FAIR MARKET PRICES—WE BUY COMPLETE 491-6391
& PARTIAL ESTATES AS WELL AS COMPLETE COLLECTIONS! 1640 Dixie Highwa Park Hills, Ky.
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‘protect our common home’

(Continued from page 2)

Mothers Angle ng, a gardener, and Mandy auer, entomologlst joined D1v1ne Providence Sister Lynn Stenken in founding the BBB Club. Here they pose w1th the club members
after all had prepared the land and planted the pollinator garden in 2022.

“People visiting the pantry can see the garden out front
when they go back to get food. It feels a little nicer that way,
and forms a little extra connection because of the effort
and the freshness,” she said.

Sister Lynn, as spiritual director at Sts. Peter and Paul
school, California, has also helped support the mission of
Laudato Si’ and the Season of Creation through the “BBB

Club” — which she helped form with school mothers
Angie King, a gardener, and Mandy Lauer, an entomolo-
gist. The BBB Club — which stands loosely for bulbs, but-
terflies, birds, bees and “all of God’s beautiful creation,”
invites grade school students to participate in ideas that
care for and invite them into the natural world — such as
planting trees and flowers, or exploring the nearby woods

together.

“I'm grateful to those who understand the importance
of teaching kids the beauty of where they live and the
responsibility they have for being a steward so that it con-
tinues to be beautiful,” said Sister Lynn.

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business
Residential and Commercial
- All Types of Drains
« Problem Lines
- Preventive Maintenance
» Sump Pump Lines
= Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

4+ French Drains + Downspout
+ Catch Basins Extensions
4+ Custom Patio Design and Build

4+ Full Driveway
Replacement

EXCAVATING — LAND CLEARING - BOBCAT WORK
RETAINING WALLS - CULVERTS - GRAVEL DRIVES
SEWER LINE AND WATER LINE REPLACEMENT

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Residential
Commercial

(859) 815-0779

St. Barbara Parishioner

www.tomrechnn. com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #MO04784

PLUMBING - HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

Schneller
/ Knochelmann

Plumbing - Heating - Rir
The Family Owned Gompany 1
| Owners .
Lisa & Kris

! Knochelmann

Call 859.757.4779 - www.skpha.com

ﬁmen’m s Choice in Homecare.

mgAn gels!

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS © HEATING SYSTEMS © AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
* New installations * Repair all makes and models
¢ Clean & Service * Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 o ~ = ﬂYORK

INSTALL CONFIDENCE
www.arcelechvac.com

o Elite

Tree & Construction
Group

Missed an edition
of the Messenger?
Current and back issues of
the Messenger
are available online at
covdio.org/messenger.

BLAU

MECHANICAL, INC.
Heating & Piping
Hot Water Steam Vapor
1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159

TREE SPECIALIST
Tree Removal * Pruning * Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

Call or Text (859) 308-9843

Call David at the Messenger to place
your ad
in the SHOPPER’S GUIDE.
(859) 392-1572

RA@manmal

859-415-0991

Your Family's Future is
Our Family's Business

\ 541 Buttermilk Pike, Ste 108
| Crescent Springs, KY 41017

RaweFinancial.com

Randy, Jessica, Eric & Linda

RandyRawe@RaweFinanci
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As church prepares for Jubilee,
‘Holy Land is bleeding,’ Palestine
ambassador says

ROME — Without a ceasefire, the upcoming Jubilee year in
Rome will be marred by the suffering and bloodshed in the
Holy Land, Palestine’s ambassador to the Holy See said. In an
interview with OSV News Sept. 27, Ambassador Issa
Kassissieh said that he hopes that “the war will be behind us”
by the time Pope Francis opens the Jubilee year on Christmas
Eve because “we have to remember that the cradle of
Christianity is in the Holy Land. It is the birthplace of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. It is also where our Lord was crucified in
Jerusalem.” “We cannot have the celebration of the Jubilee of
2025 and the Holy Land is bleeding and crying and the people
are suffering,” he said. “We must say, ‘Enough of wars,” and
give space for the peacemakers, as our Lord asks of us,” he
said. Regarding the war expanding into neighboring Lebanon,
Kassissieh said that in order to “de-escalate the situation in
Lebanon, the war must stop in Gaza” and that true peace in the
region cannot be achieved without tackling the root cause of
the problem, which is the continued “occupation in the
Palestinian Territory.” The Palestinian ambassador to the Holy
See also urged the Vatican to ramp up its diplomatic efforts for
the sake of Christians in the Holy Land, who are also “paying
the price” as the war continues.

Vatican appoints youth advisers,
including U.S. member

VATICAN CITY — Selected from different regions and inter-
national Catholic movements active around the world, 20
young people will advise the Vatican on topics related to the
pastoral care of young people as well as other issues. The
Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life announced the
appointment of 20 new members of its international youth
advisory body Oct. 7. Wyatt Olivas, an undergraduate student
at the University of Wyoming, was appointed to the board from
the United States. At 20, Olivas is the youngest member of the
Synod of Bishops on synodality. The board was formed in
response to a request from the final document produced at the
2018 Synod of Bishops on the youth. “The group will play an
important advisory and proactive role, collaborating in synodal
style with the Dicastery, to further explore issues related to the
pastoral care for youth and other topics of more general inter-

est, including in cooperation with other Dicasteries of the
Roman Curia,” the dicastery said in a statement announcing
the appointments.

Amid Helene’s destruction,
heartache, survivors need prayer,
support and love, says Tennessee
bishop

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The people of upper East Tennessee
near the North Carolina border are working to piece their lives
back together amid the devastation wrought by Hurricane
Helene. And the Catholic parishes of this region are joining
together to lead disaster-relief efforts as communities find
themselves without water, basic necessities, and even roads to
access assistance. “They need prayer. They need our support
and love, and they need to know they are not alone in the jour-
ney ahead,” Bishop Mark Beckman of Knoxville said after an
Oct. 2 visit to affected communities. The survivors are suffer-
ing “immense grief and sadness,” the bishop said. “They are
really traumatized.” The disaster unfolded on Sept. 27 as
Hurricane Helene blew northeastward after making landfall in
the Florida panhandle. With high winds and dark clouds
swollen with record amounts of rainfall, Helene unloaded on
the mountains of western North Carolina, which sent torrents
of water rushing down mountain tributaries and into the
Nolichucky, Pigeon and French Broad rivers that flow through
East Tennessee. Almost without warning, the rivers spilled
over their banks and consumed everything in their path,
including businesses, services, roads, bridges, and most impor-
tantly, residents. The towns of Erwin, Newport, Mountain City,
Hampton and Greeneville in East Tennessee are still dealing
with the devastation a week later. The communities have been
without water, and some roads that connected the towns have
been washed away.

Speakers note legal, moral concerns
over abortion amendment on
Maryland ballot

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Changing or repealing constitutional
amendments is not impossible, but it is rare and can be diffi-
cult, according to a law professor who participated in a panel

CARMELSS MANOR

Short-Term Rehab | Long-Term Care | Memory Care | Personal Care

Visit our website at
www.CarmelManor.com/Hope
To learn more and to schedule a tour today!

100 Carmel Manor Road | Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 | 859.781.5111

TR\

MECHANICAL, INC.

“A Wischer Family Company”™

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

Electric
Plumbing
Heating &

Air Conditioning

Residential Service Experts Since 1987

IT'S STILLA GREAT TIME
TO SELLYOUR HOME

| have dlients looking for homes.
Some are even cash buyers!

If you're thinking of selling, give me a call,
| may have someone for your home.

With every home | sell, a contribution is made to
the Children’s Miracle Network “helping local kids”.

FOR RESULTS, CALL MARIE WIEDER
OF RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates
(859) 801-9762

MARIE WIEDER, ABR, SFR, e-PRO
Parishioner Holy Cross Church

about Maryland’s Question 1, the “Right to Reproductive
Freedom” amendment. The question, which will be on the state
ballot for the November election, would “enshrine that ‘funda-
mental freedom,” without really any meaningful limits,” said
Elizbeth Kirk, of the Columbus School of Law at The Catholic
University of America in Washington. The Sept. 23 webinar on
Question 1, presented by the Maryland Catholic Conference,
also featured Erika Bachiochi, a fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center, also in Washington. Jenny Kraska, executive
director of the Catholic conference, based in Annapolis, moder-
ated the discussion. The conference is the public policy arm of
the state’s Catholic bishops. Constitutional amendments “tend
to be much more significant and serious than statutes or laws
in terms of their permanence,” Kirk said. “Maryland, of
course, unfortunately already protects abortion to the fullest
extent, but this amendment would enshrine it in the state
Constitution permanently, as well as usher in a whole new set
of protections for whatever else might be meant by the term
‘reproductive freedom,’” she said. Bachiochi said constitution-
al amendments such as Question 1 are “Band-Aids put on
something that is gushing, and we haven’t dealt with the things
underneath.” Those include building strong family structures,
and this encompasses the community at large.

Georgia Supreme Court reinstates

six-week abortion ban

ATLANTA — The Georgia Supreme Court temporarily rein-
stated Oct. 7 the state’s six-week abortion ban while it reviews
an appeal of a previous lower court ruling that had struck
down the law. Georgia’s so-called “heartbeat law” on abortion,
which prohibits most abortions after six weeks, went into
effect after Roe v. Wade was overturned in 2022. It has been the
subject of litigation after opponents filed suit shortly after its
passage. Previously, Judge Robert McBurney of Superior
Court of Fulton County in Atlanta ruled Sept. 30 that Georgia
could no longer enforce the six-week law, permitting abortions
in Georgia until about 22 weeks of pregnancy. The state of
Georgia appealed, and the state’s highest court found the law is
enforceable while it considers the state’s appeal. The legisla-
tion, known as the LIFE Act, prohibits — with some exceptions
— abortion after fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The law
was signed by Gov. Brian Kemp in 2019, but it did not go into
effect immediately because Roe v. Wade was still in place at the
time it was passed.

LANPSCAPING DESIGN,

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

Drainage Correction
Seeding & Sodding — Retaining Walls
Pavers — Walks & Patios — Decks — Grading

Stegman
Landscape

Services 5

“Making the world more beautiful,
one yard at a time....”

(859) 393-3716

LONNEMAN
PLUMBING INC.

859-341-7755 ==

Water Heaters, Repair, Remodel

Nick Lonneman
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SHOP NORTHERN KENTUCKY'S BEST
SELECTION ON NEW, CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED & PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

INFINITI OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Tr 1945 DIXIE HWY | FORT WRIGHT, KY 41011
www.InfinitiOfNorthernKentucky.com
TOLL FREE: 1-855-842-8906
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Al Kenkel Family Fund
St. Elizabeth Healthcare

ACOLYTE SOCIETY SPONSOR

Catholic Order of Foresters Agency/Tom Kaelin
Catholic Order of Foresters KY Jurisdiction Court
John Garvey
St. Agnes Parish
Western & Southern Financial Group
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Anonymous (2)
C-Forward Information Technologies
H.R. Painting
Marinier Institutional
St. Thomas Parish
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THANK YOU

2024 SPONSORS!

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

RECEPTION SPONSOR

Knights of Columbus Councils of NKY- State Charities
Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky

TABLE SPONSORS

Most Reverend John C. Iffert Holy Cross District High School St. Benedict Parish
Most Reverend Roger J. Foys-(2) Holy Cross Parish St. Cecilia Parish
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption Holy Spirit Parish St. Francis Xavier Parish
All Saints Parish Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish St. Henry Parish

Matthew & Cindy Bischoff

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish
Mother of God Parish

St. James Parish, Brooksville

St. John the Evangelist Parish/Transfiguration Mission
St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs
St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring

Newport Central Catholic High School
Notre Dame Academy/

Covington Catholic High School
Cristo Rey Parish

Cutrulo Law The Sisters of Notre Dame St. Patrick Parish,
DBL Law Michael & Jennifer Portwood Maysville & St. James Minerva
Diocesan Radius Construction St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill
Diocese of Covington Diaconal Aspirants Rawe Financial Group St. Philip Parish
Divine Mercy Parish/St. Bernard Parish St. Anthony Parish St. Pius X Parish
Earl Franks & Sons & Daughters Flooring St. Augustine Parish, Augusta St. Therese Parish
Equestrian Order of the St. Augustine Parish, Covington St. Timothy Parish
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem St. Augustine Parish, Covington- Thomas More University
The Fagel & Winnike Families Holy Name Society Villa Madonna Academy -
Fred Espenscheid Plumbing, Inc. St. Augustine Parish, Covington- St. Walburg Monastery

Robert & Stella Volmer
Dr. Mark Zalla, M.D.

Information included in this ad is current up through October 4, 2024

Brian & Amy Fuller St. Monica Society
Mark & Casey Guilfoyle St. Barbara Parish



