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believe a
small match
canlight a
big FIRE?

IGNITE celebrates
inclusivity

Maura Baker
Staff Writer

Supporters of the FIRE Foundation of Northern Kentucky’s
mission came together, Oct. 2, for an evening of inclusive education
celebrated in Thomas More University’s Academic Center,
Crestview Hills.

The evening, which began with an hour of socializing between
guests, culminated in a program that expressed the foundation’s
history and ministry — to make Catholic education accessible for
all.

Officially established in November 2023, the FIRE Foundation of
Northern Kentucky provides funding, training and personnel to
Catholic schools for the purpose of inclusivity towards children
with mental and developmental disabilities. Founded by parents
who faced challenges with their own children’s education, the foun-
dation has already provided vital assistance to St. Therese School,
Southgate, with hopes to expand to more schools in the upcoming
year.

With a goal of $300,000, the money raised will both continue to
support St. Therese School but also allow for the FIRE Foundation’s
model to support four other schools for the 20262027 school year.

“The FIRE Foundation is ready to open the grant process to all of
our schools to be able to meet their needs,” said Kendra McGuire, the
Diocese of Covington’s superintendent. “But, in order to open the
process, we need financial support to make this all possible.”

Schools in the Diocese of Covington are sponsored primarily by
the parishes, with parishes contributing 30-70 percent of every col-
lected dollar to their individual schools.

Baker photos

(above left) Bishop John Iffert gives his closing remarks at the
2025 FIRE Foundation “Ignite the Mission” event, Oct. 2.

(above) People gather outside of Thomas More University’s
Academic Center for the FIRE Foundation of Northern
Kentucky’s event “Ignite the Mission.”

(left) A bottle of matches with a tag that reads “Do you believe a
small match can light a big FIRE?” sits beside a vase of flowers.
The message reflects the FIRE Foundation’s mission for inclusive
Catholic education.

(below) While the audience tunes in to the FIRE Foundation’s
program, a presentation slide reads “Inclusive education
benefits all students — academically, socially, emotionally and
spiritually.”

IHCLUSIVE EDUCITIOHI:S_
BENEFITS ALL STUDE =
ACADEMICALLY, SOCIALLY,
eMOTIONALLY, AND
SPIRITUALLY. f( re

“That’s how important those Catholic schools have been to us,”
Bishop John Iffert said in his closing remarks. “That’s how impor-
tant we believe this strategy for passing on the faith is.”

The strategy of the FIRE Foundation, whose program originates
in Kansas City, relieves the financial pressure from parishes while
still allowing equal opportunity for children with disabilities.

“When we see a need, we work together to try to fill it,” Bishop
Iffert said. “I’'m very grateful for that.”

To learn more about the FIRE Foundation, or to make a donation,
visit https.//wwuwfirefoundationnkyorg.
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A ministry marked by loving like Christ,
Deacon McGraw celebrates twenty-five years

Bella Bailey
Multimedia Correspondent

Deacon Joseph McGraw, currently assigned to Mary,
Seat of Wisdom Chapel, Crestview Hills, celebrated 25
years of diaconal ministry with the anniversary of his
ordination, May 13. Deacon McGraw’s ministry has
spanned two states, five parishes and many roles.

It was his family and church community that helped
him to realize his call to the diaconate. He said, “I was very
fortunate to have wonderful, faithful parents and loving
siblings, and I was further blessed when this continued
with my wife and children. I think that kind of environ-
ment is really conducive to discerning a vocation. For me,
avocation is a calling from God, and it’s also a calling from
the community.”

Following that call, Deacon McGraw was ordained in
the Diocese of Cleveland, where he resided and ministered
for 12 years following his ordination. There, he aided his
Bishop and served two parishes each with over 2,500
parishioners.

“I did a lot of baptisms, I witnessed marriages, and, I
would say, probably one of the most humbling things I did
was I was with families as their loved ones passed away,”
said Deacon McGraw.

After his 12 years of ministry in Cleveland, Deacon

Celebrating the
jubilarians of 2025

Bishop John Iffert and Notre Dame Sister Marla Monahan, vicar for religious,
hosted the annual jubilarian luncheon, Oct. 4, at the Charleston Room, St.
Charles Community, Ft. Wright, for women religious celebrating 50, 60 and 70

years of religious life.

In his remarks, Bishop Iffert said, “Thank you. Your life, your life of service
has meant so much to so many, and we trust that God has this in God’s hands and
is preparing something. Some way the seeds that you have sown will bear fruit in
some tremendous way for the life of the Church — the Body of Christ.”

Jubilarians pictured with Bishop Iffert are: (front row, from left) Notre Dame
Sister Mary Magdelyn Strittholt (70 years), Notre Dame Sister Mary Margaret
Droege (60 years), Divine Providence Sister Jackie Schack (70 years), Divine |
Providence Sister Janet Carr (60 years), (back row, from left) Divine Providence |
Sister Marie Rose Messingschlager (60 years), Notre Dame Sister Pamela Mae
Geiger (50 years), Bishop Iffert, Notre Dame Sister Kristel Noehring (60 years)

and Notre Dame Sister Marge Mouch (60 years).

Jubilarians not pictured are: Divine Providence Sisters Armella Pietrowski
(70 years), Madonna Marie Kling (60 years); Notre Dame Sisters Ruth Agnes
Delaney (70 years) and Mary Patricia Bruemmer (60 years).

McGraw and his family moved to the Diocese of
Covington, where he was assigned to Holy Spirit Parish,
Newport. It was there he remained, serving the parish for
seven years before a reassignment to St. Therese Parish,
Southgate, where he served for six years, before moving to
his current ministry at Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel.

Currently, Deacon McGraw teaches in addition to his
diaconal ministry, which he says are one and the same.

“The majority of the students here are not Catholic,
and so you have to meet people where they are,” said
Deacon McGraw. “I always tell the students in my class
that relationships are just like with people and God. You’ve
got to enter into a relationship, and you’ve got to spend
time together. Then, once you do, you can start to trust the
person, and once you trust the person, you can believe in
that person. But you can’t expect people to start believing
in a person right away.”

In the students he ministers to and teaches, said Deacon
McGraw, he sees the heart of Christianity. “A lot of it goes
back to what I see in the students,” he said. “They are
much, much more empathetic than my generation ever
was. And at the heart of Christianity is empathy.”

As for his next 25 years of diaconal ministry, Deacon
McGraw hopes to do more of the same, helping draw oth-
ers closer to Christ. “It’s trying to help everyone under-

KY Colonels award and fifth ‘Gold’ ranking

honor the Rose Garden’s free clinic

Staff report

The Center for Hope and Healing, a health ministry of the Rose
Garden Home Mission of the Franciscan Daughters of Mary in
Covington, is humbled and honored for two recent recognitions.

(right) Franciscan Daughter of Mary Mother Seraphina joined

"
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Deacon Joseph McGraw

stand having faith ... There’s always talk about Catholic
identity and what it is. For me, Catholic identity comes
down to loving like Christ did. And if they let me do that,
T'll try it,” he said.

Keener photo
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Thersa Furnish, APRN, the new executive director of the Rose
Garden Center for Hope and Healing, Covington, to display the
Center’s fifth Gold Standards rating from the National Association of
Free and Charitable Clinics. Gold marks the highest level of achieve-
ment for breadth and delivery of patient services, responsiveness and
administration.

(far right) In June Sheila Carroll, founder of the Rose Garden
Center for Hope and Healing, and Franciscan Daughter of Mary
Sister Catherine accepted a 2025 Good Works Program award from
the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. The award will support
nearly $5,000 worth of free medical tests.

The Center for Hope and Healing is state licensed and is Northern
Kentucky’s only free walk-in primary care clinic. Already this year
nearly 300 uninsured and underinsured patients have come in for
friendly, unhurried professional healthcare at no charge. All services
rely entirely on donations and volunteers.

Local medical, dental and psychological professionals are urged to
volunteer at their convenience for this front-line mission work within
our own Diocese. Contact the Center at rghmclinic@gmail.com or
visit fdofmary.org for details.
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The final regional Jubilee pilgrimage offers space for faith renewal
among 1,200 relics with Bishop John Iffert

Bella Bailey
Multimedia Correspondent

The theme of the 2025 Jubilee Year,
Pilgrims of Hope, has encouraged
approximately 35,000,000 people from
across the world to make that titular
pilgrimage to Rome. However, for
most, this kind of pilgrimage is unre-
alistic, cost-prohibitive, and time-
restrictive, though this does not mean
they cannot make a pilgrimage dur-
ing the Jubilee Year.

Bishop John Iffert, through the
diocesan Office of Stewardship and
Mission, has organized many region-
al opportunities for the faithful of the
Diocese of Covington to make a pil-
grimage with him. So far, there have
been two regional pilgrimages: one to
St. Mary of the Woods College, St.
Mary of the Woods, Indiana, where
the shrine of Saint Mother Guerin is
located; the other to the Abbey of
Gethsemani, Trappist, Kentucky,
where Trappist Monks lead lives of
prayer.

The final of these regional pilgrim-
ages will take place Nov. 22, with
Bishop Iffert and the faithful traveling
to the Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy
Relics, Maria Stein, Ohio. Jim Hess,
director, Office of Stewardship and
Mission Services, said, “The shrine
itself is incredible. They have really
beautiful grounds, they have over
1,200 relics, five different relics of the
true cross.”

The shrine’s reliquary collection is
one of the largest documented collec-
tions in the world; however, the
unique opportunity to connect with
the saints is not the only thing it
offers. “This shrine really offers that
beacon of hope for people,” said Mark
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Rev. Barry M. Windholtz
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To: Promoter of Justice,
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With Bishop John Iffert and the Diocese of Covington

2025 Jubilee Holy Year

Fall Pilgrimage to Maria Stein i;,"; g
Shrine of the Holy Relics ' z gft
Saturday, November 22, 2025

Discover more about the special Jubilee Year and how our Diocese is
celebrating at www.covdio.org/jubilee

Fair Campbell County

* Mass with Bishop Iffert

Tour and Presentation

* Relic & Adoration Chapel

* Museum
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* Qutdoor Stations of the Cross
* Gift shop

* Buffet Lunch
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* All Taxes & Gratuities for Included Features

* Services of a Provident Tour Director

* Deluxe Motorcoach departs from Furniture

* No refunds or cancellations.

PRICING

to request assistance at 859-392-1540

Provident Travel

3880 Paxton Avenue, Suite P, Cincinnati, OH 45209

= Pricing: $250, due at time of booking.

= Complimentary name Changes are permitted.

Financial Assistance is available. Contact Jennifer

at the Diocese of Covington’s Stewardship Office

Maria Stein is home to

the second large st

documented Holy Relic
collection in the U.S.A.

513-763-3080 | 800-989-8900 | ProvidentTravel.com/Groups

Official Assignments

*Prices, dates, itineraries, inclusions, and amenities are valid at time of printing and subject to change without notice. Provident Group Travel departures may require minimum
passenger counts to be guaranteed. Provident Travel is not responsible for errors or omissions. See a Provident Travel Advisor for full details. For Responsibility and Limitations
clause, please visit our website at www.ProvidentTravel.com/Responsibility. Provident is not responsible for travel interruptions or cancellations caused by vendors, governments
or unrelated third-parties.

Travis, executive director of the Maria
Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics.

“Going on a pilgrimage is really an
opportunity to be reminded of the fact
that we’re meant to just sometimes be
and reminded of our human beingness.
To be able to take intentional time away
from the to-do list, so sometimes in
prayer and being in the chapel with all
the relics, it’s really just a reminder of
who we are as sons and daughters of
Christ,” said Mr. Travis.

This year, the shrine has seen an
“uptick” in their number of pilgrims as
they have been designated as a Jubilee
holy site by Archbishop Emeritus
Dennis Schnur of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati. Pilgrims have traveled
nationally and internationally to visit
the shrine. “Having people go on pil-
grimage here from all over the world
definitely is a testament to how holy
this place is and how necessary it is,”
said Mr. Travis.

“You don’t have to travel to Europe;
you don’t have to go to Italy or France to
experience beautiful Catholic culture.
It’s in these shrines in our region,” said
Mr. Hess.

Mr. Travis said, “that special grace,
by doing a pilgrimage to a holy site dur-
ing a jubilee year, just making that per-
sonal recommitment of faith, no mat-
ter where you're at in your faith jour-
ney, it’s a great opportunity to begin
anew in a lot of ways.”

There is still time to sign up for the
last of the regional pilgrimages; go to
covdio.org/jubilee for more informa-
tion.

Rev. Gregory E. Osburg
To: Defender of the Bond,
Diocesan Tribunal

Term: Five years
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To: Defender of the Bond,
Diocesan Tribunal

Term: Five years
Continues retirement
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To: Defender of the Bond,
Diocesan Tribunal
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Continues other duties
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Rev. Joshua L. Lange

To: Parochial Administrator,
St. Matthew Parish, Morning
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From: Sabbatical

Rev. Jacob E. Straub
To: Congregation of the
Oratory of St. Philip Neri,
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Morning View

Assigned by
the Most Rev. John C. Iffert
Bishop of Covington
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Jamie N. Schroeder
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Oct. 14
Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, 2 p.m.

Pro-Life Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington, 7 p.m.

Oct. 15

Priest Continuing Education
Committee meeting, 2 p.m.

Rome Pilgrimage Group
meeting, Bishop Howard

Memorial Auditorium, Curia,

Covington, 7 p.m.

Oct. 16
Diocesan Review Board
meeting, 10 a.m.

St. Agnes Parish, Ft. Wright,

feasibility study meeting,
1 p.m.

Priest monthly Holy Hour,
Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, 3 p.m.

Oct. 17
Seminary Ball, Receptions
Banquet Center, Erlanger,
6 p.m.

Oct. 18

St. John Cemetery visitation,

Ft. Mitchell, 10 a.m.

St. Mary Cemetery visitation,

Ft. Mitchell, 11 a.m.

St. Stephen Cemetery
visitation, Ft. Thomas,
12:30 p.m.

Oct. 19

Pastor installation Mass,
Sts. Boniface and James
Parish, Ludlow, 9:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart Vespers and
dinner, St. Thomas Parish,
Ft. Thomas, 5 p.m.
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Diocesan pro-life director visits grade schools encouraging students

to be signs of hope ahead of the Pro-Llfe Essay contest

Bella Bailey
Multimedia Correspondent

For the last 32 years, eighth graders across the Diocese
of Covington have been invited to participate in the Pro-
Life Essay contest. Every year the students submit essays
pertaining to the year’s theme to the Diocesan Pro-Life
Office. And while the themes change each year one thing
remains the same, each focuses on the dignity of life; what
Faye Roch, director of the pro-life office, calls the “essence
of the pro-life movement.”

While visiting Holy Cross Elementary School,
Covington, Mrs. Roch unveiled the theme for this year’s
essay contest, “Life, our Sign of Hope.” Quoting Pope Leo
X1V, she explained the topic further, “how important it is
that each and every baptized person feel himself or herself
called by God to be a sign of hope in the world today.”

The students are being asked to examine two key points
in their essays. First, an explanation of how the Church’s
teaching on dignity of life from conception to natural
death is a reflection of Jesus’ teachings. Second, how a
young person can be a beacon of hope for those experienc-
ing “hopelessness and emptiness,” and how they can
inspire others to do likewise, she said.

For three decades the essay contest has been utilized as
a tool to help students delve into the Church’s pro-life
beliefs in an increasingly polarizing world, preparing
them for the “controversial things that come up when you
talk about pro-life,” said Mrs. Roch.

“I'm hoping I can give you some tools to have those con-
versations with people, especially when it comes to talking
about the unborn,” she said. “That’s what we’re called to
do, to have conversations. We are called to convert people
through love, not through yelling at them, not through call-
ing them bad names, to talk to them and do it through
love.”

Each student was handed a small, silver anchor, which
Mrs. Roch said was a reminder to them that they can be

Harvesting Happiness

Charlie’s Club Adult Day Health Program

Charlie’s Club gives caregivers a well-deserved break from
the demands of around-the-clock care, providing peace of
mind while their loved ones are supported in a safe &

welcoming environment. Our full range of services include:

« Chef Prepared Meals  * Wellness Exercise Program

= Therapies = Beauty Shop
« Podiatry « Medication Administration

« Recreational Activities *** funding options available ***
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anchors of hope in this world. “You can be that person,”

she said addressing the eighth graders,” who can be a sign
of hope. Know that it’s not easy, and it may not always be
popular. Just know that you, as a junior high student, have
that power in you.”

J-:-b P

: All Day Long

Monday-Friday @ 8:00am - 5:30pm

Every moment matters - learn more today!
O (859) 331-3224
@& www.stcharlescommunity.org
© 600 Farrell Drive, Covington, KY 41011

(above) Mrs. Roch holds up a sign depicting this year’s
Pro-Life Essay contest theme, “Life, our Sign of Hope,”
asking students to examine two fundamental aspects of
the prolife movement.

(below) Holy Cross Elementary eighth grader examines
the silver anchor which Mrs. Roch passed out because, “I
am asking and challenging you all to be anchors of hope,”
she said.
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COMMENTARY

Truefaithis not
magic, but obedience
and thanksgiving

The readings for the Twenty-eighth Sunday in
Ordinary time — Cycle C — are: 2 Kings 5:14-17, 2
Timothy 2:8-13 and Luke 17:11-19.

For those of you who do not know me, I am a huge
Notre Dame college football fan, so it should not come as
a surprise that almost every year during the season,
there is one movie that comes to mind: “Rudy.” There is

one particular scene that I
GO AND GLORIFY

was recently reminded of.
It is the scene where Rudy
feels like he is losing all
hope of getting into Notre
Dame, and he is sitting in
the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart when Father
Cavanaugh notices him.
During the conversation,
Rudy says, “Maybe I
haven’t prayed enough ...
If I've done everything I
can, can you help me?”
Father Cavanaugh
responds to him with a
very simple statement,
“Son, in 35 years of reli-
gious studies, I have come up with only two hard, incon-
trovertible facts: there is a God, and I'm not Him.”

The reason that I bring up this scene is because one of
the things Father Cavanaugh is saying here to Rudy is
the same as our readings this weekend: faith is not
magic. It is not a matter of saying some prayers that will
force God to wave his hand to cure us of whatever ail-
ment we are dealing with. Having this kind of relation-
ship with the Lord is not an authentic relationship;
rather; it is one of superficiality or even quid-pro-quo.

Faith, instead, is about a relationship of intimacy, of
trust and obedience. We are to be obedient to Him in
whatever He commands us to do, because we trust in
him. That obedience is meant to lead to thanksgiving.

For the sake of brevity, I am not going to retell the
story of Naaman, the Syrian commander who was cured
of leprosy. I do encourage everyone to read the full story
themselves in 2 Kings 5, because it will help in under-
standing the point I want to make. I want to focus on
Naaman'’s reaction to Elisha telling him to go to the
Jordan River and bathe seven times. Naaman is incredu-
lous and disappointed. He thought that Elisha would sim-
ply wave his hand and cure him of his leprosy.

Not only that, but the Jordan River is hardly the best
river in the land. In fact, Naaman has to be reminded
that he has no other choice but to do what Elisha com-
mands him. He had to learn this truth that relationship
with God is not meant to be a magic show. It is meant to
be a relationship of trust in all that he commands him to
do. After deciding to listen to what Elisha tells him,
Naaman goes to the Jordan and is healed of his leprosy,
and the only thing that he can think to do is to see that
the God of Israel is the true God and to give thanks to
him.

The 10 lepers who are healed by Jesus experience the
same thing. It is interesting how this time, Jesus does not
heal the lepers first, like he did earlier in the Gospel in
Luke 5:12-16, before sending them to the priest. Rather, he
is sending them first, which likely may have been confus-
ing, if not frustrating, for these lepers. As lepers, they
were to isolate themselves from the rest of society until
they were actually cured (cf. Leviticus 13:46).

What Christ is doing here is calling them to the same
act of humility and trust that Elisha called Naaman,
trusting that what they have been told is true, regardless
of whether they may agree with it or not. That trust
turns what would have been a simple display of magic
into an opportunity to grow in a real relationship with
the Lord, rather than a superficial relationship. It is a
relationship that is built on trust, on obedience to the
word that the Lord has spoken to them, and that trust
and obedience is meant to lead to only one other

(Continued on page 14)

Father Michael
Elmlinger

‘Hope Sustains Life’

Recently the CIB (Communion of International
Benedictines) met for five days in Montserrat, Spain. All
nineteen regions of the globe, approximately 13,000
Benedictines, were represented. The meeting made fur-

ther progress for the CIB
to become a canonical
body. The emphasis of the
CIB continues to be on
communion with one
another that encourages
and fosters unity, collabo-
ration and support.

A heart-rending
moment of genuine com-
munion occurred near the
end of the meeting.
Through Zoom, Mother

GUEST

Klara from Zhytomyr,
Ukraine updated the dele-
Sister Aileen Bankemper, | gates and shared the con-
0SB tinuing devastating

impact of the war in her
country. Her monastery is located near the top of a hill
and not far from much of the fighting. It is a dangerous
place to live. So many deaths: soldiers, civilians and chil-
dren. Sirens go off constantly. Early on, the sisters
learned how to distinguish the siren’s signal from either
a major threat or one that is only a warning. The commu-

nity could have moved to a safer area in Ukraine. Her
community has intentionally chosen to remain with the
people. Most don’t have the option of moving. Bonds with
the local people have increased. The sisters’ interactions
with the people are constant, giving emotional support
especially to the sorrowing, praying together and provid-
ing basic necessities as they are able.

During the Zoom meeting, I was struck with the calm-
ness in Mother Klara’s voice and the hope she both pos-
sesses and expresses. She relates learning much about
real hope that is exemplified in Pope Leo XIV’s words:
“True hope lies not in avoiding pain but in persevering
with belief in new life, even in unjust suffering.” She
does not see the war ending anytime soon (maybe even
lasting years) and the amount of human suffering and
death just continues. Mother Klara, her community and
the people of Ukraine are a testimony to other words of
Pope Leo: “Christian hope is an anchor, grounding believ-
ers in the promises of Christ, providing a lasting founda-
tion amidst worldly challenges.” Her hope challenges my
need to grow in hope. It makes me realize hope and opti-
mism are not the same. Real hope is rooted in Christ who
gave his life for all.

Benedictine Sister Aileen Bankemper is prioress of the
Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills,
Ky Her reflection is part of the community’s blog “School
for the Lord’s Service.”

A European evangelical adventure

I have just returned from a rather extraordinary
European journey that involved three countries, six sepa-
rate plane trips and seven hotels. Now, it wasn’t exactly a

vacation; rather, it was a
multifaceted exercise in
the evangelization of the
culture.

The first leg of my trip
took me to France, a coun-
try where I lived for three
years while pursuing doc-
toral studies. My purpose
was to film a documentary
on the Gothic cathedrals,
so as to answer a basic
question: Why did the
Notre-Dame fire from six
years ago so grab the atten-

WORD ON FIRE

Bishop Robert Barron

nize so many to restore the damaged building? My
instinct was (and is) that many people, especially in the
secularized West, realized, however inchoately, that if
Notre-Dame were destroyed, something of incalculable
spiritual value would be forever lost.

And so, our film crew visited Amiens (the most volu-
minous of the French cathedrals), Reims (where the
kings were crowned), Saint-Denis (the first truly Gothic
church and the burial ground of the French monarchs),
Notre-Dame (the jewel of Paris) and finally, Chartres (the
greatest and most splendid of the cathedrals). What
struck me over and again as I toured these buildings was
how different they are from the churches constructed
when I was coming of age.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the aesthetic governing ecclesi-
astical architecture was basically Bauhaus modernism:
brick walls, no decoration, a paucity of visual symbols, a
hyper-stress on the value of the congregation over the
church building. In illustration of that last point, I might

draw attention to a sentiment expressed in a very influen-

tial liturgical document from the seventies to the effect
that the building itself is but the “‘skin’ for a liturgical
action.”

Well, I think it’s fair to say that the architects of the
great Gothic cathedrals would have had no truck with
any of that. For them, the cathedral was meant to be a
symbolic representation of heaven and of the transfig-
ured earth envisioned by the author of the book of
Revelation. That is why they are filled with angels, saints,
and idealized elements of nature and why their stained
glass is meant to resemble the jeweled walls of the heav-

tion of the world and galva-

enly Jerusalem. How wonderful that church architects
with a sensibility more medieval than modernist are on
the rise today:

The next stop on my itinerary was Miinster, Germany,
where I was to be presented with the Josef Pieper Prize.
Pieper, an intellectual hero of mine, was one of the most
significant Thomist philosophers of the twentieth centu-
ry. His books on the virtues, on Aquinas’s philosophy, and
perhaps most importantly, on the relationship between
leisure and culture had a profound impact on many
Catholic thinkers of my generation. So, I was deeply hon-
ored to receive this recognition, which acknowledged a
link between my work and Pieper’s.

The two days of the ceremony were rich indeed and
included learned presentations on Pieper’s thought as
well as an onstage discussion between me and two
German Catholic academics. After receiving the prize, I
gave a paper on Pieper’s notion of the philosophical act
and why that intellectual move is of supreme importance
today. A lovely touch: At the conclusion of the ceremony,
a classical pianist came forward and performed a medley
of Bob Dylan songs for me! I am deeply grateful to the
organizers of the event and to the leadership of the
Pieper Foundation for two unforgettable days.

Now, just before I arrived in Miinster, I received word
that I would be met by protesters unhappy with my
receiving the Pieper Prize. Their principal complaint
seemed to be my participation, at the invitation of
President Trump, in a commission dedicated to formulat-
ing policy in regard to religious liberty in our country.
Because I was representing a Catholic perspective at the
table where a matter of great importance was being dis-
cussed, I was accused of fomenting American imperial-
ism and of neglecting the human rights of immigrants! I
mean, it was just so much nonsense.

The intellectual level of the protesters was made evi-
dent in the crude slogans they spray-painted on the walls
of the hall where I was speaking and on the facade of the
church. That they felt the best way to express their dissat-
isfaction was through an act of desecration shows how
corrupt they are. But I must say;, little better were the
objections expressed by certain members of the theology
faculty at the University of Miinster. They, too, accused
me of Trumpism and, of course, being insufficiently
“inclusive,” though their letters betrayed absolutely no
engagement with any of my work. And I've published
thirty books, over a hundred articles, and thousands of
videos. When I was a young man, American students of
theology looked eagerly to German academics for inspira-

(Continued on page 13)
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Make It More.

About Thomas More
University

Founded in 1921, Thomas More University
stands as a beacon of academic excellence
and innovation, challenging students to
Make It More. Deeply rooted in the
Catholic Intellectual Tradition, this timeless
foundation supports a transformative
educational experience as students looking
to Be More are guided in the pursuit of
knowledge, ethical leadership, and the
integration of faith and reason. Through
the high-quality, liberal arts education
provided at Thomas More, students
examine the ultimate meaning of life, their
place in the world, and their responsibility
to others which leads to the ability to think
critically and contribute meaningfully to
the world. Serving more than 2,300
students, Thomas More takes its place as
the premier Catholic university in the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky region, being
named one of the 2025 Best Colleges in the
U.S. by the Wall Street Journal. For more,
visit thomasmore.edu.

What is your

Alumni can share their recent news,
milestones, or update their information
by visiting thomasmore.edu/alumni

Carlo Acutis: Roadmap to Reality
When: Oct. 22, 7 p.m.

Where: Ziegler Auditorium, Thomas More University

A celebration of the canonization of St. Carlo Acutis
with a screening of the film “Roadmap to Reality”
hosted by the Center for Faith, Mission and Catholic
Education at Thomas More. Free and open to the public.
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Playing with purpose: Saints Athletics demonstrates

commitment to servic

Thomas More University
Contributor

Thomas More’s men'’s soccer team
had some special support during its sea-
son-opener match on Sept. 4 at Republic
Bank Field. As the team played
Roosevelt University, 12-year-old Cohen
Bramlee watched from the sidelines,
beaming positivity and encouragement
onto the field.

This was Cohen’s first appearance at
a Saints soccer game since he was offi-
cially signed to the team in August 2022
through Team IMPACT, an organization
that matches children facing serious and
chronic ilinesses with college sports
teams to create long-term, life-changing
experiences for all involved.

The Facebook page run by his family,
“Super Cohen’s Crusade,” details the ups
and downs of Cohen'’s daily life as he
battles numerous health issues including
a rare genetic disorder and immune dis-
ease. Throughout his life, Cohen and his
family have spent long periods of time
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital — mak-
ing the chance to attend a soccer game
at Thomas More truly a rare and cherished experience.

“Cohen was so excited to finally be at the school for the game.
These guys have been visiting him in the hospital and cheering him
on through some really tough times, and he was grateful that it
was his turn to cheer for them,” said Cohen’s mom, Carrie Bramlee.

Saints goalkeeper Drew Kendrick ‘26 says the news that Cohen
would be attending the first game of the season was met with both
surprise and enthusiasm by his teammates.

“As our reaction shifted, we all realized this night was more
than our season opener, as we were playing for our teammate that
has been fighting for his life since birth,” Kendrick shared. “That
brought a lot of emotion over the guys as many of us knew how
much it meant to him to be with us on that night. It was an experi-
ence | know I'll never forget.”

Before the game, Cohen met with the team and chatted about
two of his favorite topics — Star Wars and superheroes. He even
gave a pre-game pep talk encouraging the team to go out and play
their best.

"Because of Cohen’s iliness, he's never been able to be on a team
like his siblings. Team IMPACT has given him a chance to experience
being part of a team, which has been very special. The members of

men'’s soccer match.

Coh_éﬂn- (center), cheers on the Saints at his first

e through Team IMPACT

4 the Thomas More [men’s] soccer
team have gone out of their way
m to make him feel like one of their
own, and | couldn’t get over how
genuinely excited they were to
have Cohen at the game,” Carrie
Bramlee said.

In addition to Cohen, Saints
Athletics currently engages five
other Team IMPACT members,
including: Allen (men’s wrestling),
Avery (women'’s softball), Kyra
(women'’s volleyball), Makenna
(women'’s lacrosse) and Ben (men’s
1 track and field), with a sixth to be
signed this fall. The partnership
for each child typically lasts two
. years, fostering supportive and
meaningful relationships and
helping to bolster skills such as
emotional resilience. Thomas
More has been a supporter of
Team IMPACT since 2017.

Involvement with Team
IMPACT is just one example of the
Saints Athletics program’s empha-
sis on service. As part of their
experience at Thomas More, all student-athletes are encouraged to
examine their responsibility to others. In the 2024-25 academic year,
Saints student-athletes completed over 3,500 service hours with
organizations including Team IMPACT, the Special Olympics,
Morgan'’s Message, Make-A-Wish Foundation, and more. In addi-
tion, many athletics teams serve together during Saints Serve,
Thomas More's annual campus-wide day of service initiative.

“I think doing service together really brings the team closer,”
says Diogo Cardoso ‘26, who also serves as goalkeeper for the
Saints. “[It's] a big reminder that there’s more to this than just a
sport or just a game. It builds trust and shows we're all there for
each other, both on and off the field.”

Since its founding in 2011 by eight former college classmates and
student-athletes, Team IMPACT has matched 4,207 children with col-
lege sports teams on over 800 college campuses in all 50 states. To
learn more about this organization, visit teamimpact.org.

Thomas More recently became a full member of the NCAA
Division Il and competes in the Great Midwest Conference (G-MAC).
If you know a student interested in joining the Thomas More
University community as a student-athlete, visit
thomasmore.edu/admissions.
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Save the Date — Upcoming Events at Thomas More University

Campus Ministry Night
When: Oct. 30, 6 p.m.

Where: Saints Center, Thomas More University

Ministry and Service Scholarship, and discover
opportunities for service, fellowship and spiritual

tmuky.us/ministry25.

Meet campus ministers, learn about the Bishop Foys

development as a student at Thomas More. RSVP at

Religious Liberty: Where are we now,
10 years later?

When: Nov. 19, 7 p.m.

Where: Ziegler Auditorium, Thomas More University

The Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson Ill ‘67 Institute for
Religious Liberty (IRL) welcomes back speaker Rabbi
David Saperstein for an exploration of the current state
of religious liberty domestically and abroad as the IRL
approaches its 10-year anniversary.

This page is in collaboration with Thomas More University. Content for this page has been provided by TMU.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Newsworthy

For the second consecutive year, Thomas More
University ranked highest among all colleges
and universities in Kentucky and highest in
the Northern Kentucky/Cincinnati region for
Best Salaries. The WSJ/College Pulse analysis
found that a Thomas More education adds an
average value of $34,703 to graduates’ salaries,
placing the University 148th nationally in this
category, which examines schools’ impact on
graduates’ salaries relative to cost of attendance.

The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10 —
11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and
DirectTV 25.

Festivals, prayer services, etc. Parishes, schools and
Catholic organizations of the Diocese of Covington can
now have their event featured on the Diocesan online
calendar. Submit your event at https://covdio.org/calendar/.

Notre Dame Urban Education Center, Covington, needs
volunteer tutors for its Education Center’s Homework
Plus Program (Grades K-8). Contact Brandi at (859) 630-9475
or blenihan@nduec.org.

A Biblical Walk Through the Mass will be held Saturday,
Oct. 11 from 11:30 a.m.-3:30p.m. in the St. Barbara Sterling
Event Center. “A Biblical Walk Through the Mass”
explores the extraordinary biblical roots of the Liturgy
and reveals what it all means and why it all matters. This
fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith and
deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy Eucharist.
Light lunch will be served. Book available for $10.
Reservations required: www.stbarbaraky.org/Biblical-
Walk-Mass.

SEEK Conference. Want to attend? Need more informa-
tion? An information meeting will be held Monday, Oct 13,
6 p.m.—7 p.m. at the Curia (BHMA). If you are interested in
attending SEEK and are not registered with a group, plan
to attend this meeting. SEEK is an annual Catholic confer-
ence hosted by FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University
Students), taking place from January 1-5, 2026 in
Columbus, OH. The conference is designed to inspire and
equip people with skills for the Catholic faith, featuring
Catholic speakers, powerful worship, community and
opportunities for sacraments, with sessions suitable for
college students, parishioners and families. To RSVP for
the meeting, email apoat@covdio.org.

Sacred Art Pilgrimage, Oct. 18, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Bus
will depart from St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs, after
9 a.m. Mass, followed by an architectural and art tour at St.
Xavier Church, Cincinnati, private tour of Morning Star
Studios, lunch (not included in cost), and architectural and
art tour of Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
Covington. Cost: $35. Contact Tina Klare at
tklare@stjosephcsky.org or (859) 341-6609 for reservations.

"Date with Father Nate: A Celebration of Marriage,”
Oct. 18, 6:15-11:30 p.m., St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring.
Married and engaged couples are invited to relax, laugh,
and learn together as Father Nathan Cromly shares a mes-
sage of hope and love that strengthens marriages and fam-
ilies. Order tickets with a quick Google search “Date with
Father Nate in Covington.” Questions?

Call (859) 261-1365.

St. Henry High School’s Craft Show will be held
Saturday, Oct. 18, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Located at St. Henry
Athletic Complex (SHAC) at 35 Cavalier Boulevard,
Florence. Over 100 local craftsmen display unique hand-
made items in many different mediums. There is also the
opportunity to purchase raffle tickets on exciting themed
gift baskets. There is a $5.00 admission fee for adults. All
proceeds from the raffle and the admission fee support stu-
dent activities at St. Henry District High School. Overflow
parking is at Boone County High School.
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Blessed Sacrament School’s, Ft. Mitchell, second annual Color Run was a huge success for the second year in a row.
Students raised a total of $96,913.70 in donations, and the community enjoyed a day full of colorful fun.

St. Thomas Parish, Ft. Thomas, Seniors, upcoming
events: social and game night, Oct. 21; dinner, Nov. 20.
Find more details and online payment link:
stthomasnky.org/seniors.

Northern Kentucky Youth Choir (NKYYC), a regional choir
serving people ages 7 (6 reading) to 17, welcomes new
singers and families throughout the year. Programs: Oct.
21 (St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills); Nov. 11 (Holly Jolly
Carolling at Behringer-Crawford Museum); and the Vatican
initiated Pueri Cantores (“children sing”) Festival, Feb. 28 (all
day). Autumn weekly rehearsals: Behringer-Crawford
Museum. For information e-mail:
nkyYouthChoir@gmail.com; text/msg/call: Rebecca Wells
(859) 240-3738; Facebook: Northern Kentucky Youth Choir;
website: nkyYouthChoir.org.

“"The most significant challenge facing the Catholic
Church today is the attrition of our own people,”
Bishop Robert Barron. Only 7 percent of young adults who
were raised Catholic actively practice the faith. Do you
have an adult child who has fallen away from the Church?
Would you like to learn how to help them? If so, attend a
six-session workshop guided by the book “Return” by
Brandon Vogt, starting Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m. at Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Curia, Covington. For information
and signup contact Gerry Otto at (513) 322-9783 or
GerryOtto.PMD@gmail.com.

Brady Webb, webmaster of the Catechetical Institute
at Franciscan University, will present a hands-on work-
shop exploring Franciscan University’s Catechetical
Institute’s website, Oct. 25, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Thomas
More University’s Steigerwald Hall, Saints Center,
Crestview Hills. This training is for everyone using the CI
Website for learning the Catholic faith. Register by
October 15, 2025, at covdio.org/register/. Questions?
Contact Isaak A. Isaak at iisaak@covdio.org or (859) 392-
1529.

St. Pius X Parish, Edgewood, is hosting a Pro-Life
Resources Fair, Oct. 26, 9 a.m.-1 pm. Come meet repre-
sentatives from these local life-affirming organizations:
Care Net Pregnancy Services of NKY, Madonna House of
NKY, New Hope Pregnancy Center, Rose Garden Home
Mission and St. Vincent de Paul, learn services and sup-
port and discover meaningful ways to volunteer in sup-
port of the precious gift of life. Questions? Contact Diane
at (859) 380-6435.

Holy Cross District High School open house, Oct. 26, 1
p.m., at the high school gym. Highlights: faith-based edu-
cation, A. P, dual-credit, internship opportunities, stu-
dent-centered curriculum, diverse student experience and
highly qualified faculty and staff. Call (859) 431-1335. Visit
www.hchscov.com.

“Sexual Abuse By Clergy And Others Among Indigenous
People,” a webinar for survivors and those who care for them,
presented by Father Gerard Mcglone, S.J., Ph.D., Oct. 27, 6:30—
8 p.m. CDT. These stories will highlight the colonial theology
and colonial concepts of God that often perpetuate the abuse
suffered by those in the Global South and those who are on the
peripheries. This webinar is made available through the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. To register visit
https://archspm-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-
MgHug3JTOGARPPIOF4ELA#/registration.

St. Augustine Parish, Covington, warmly invites all,
Oct. 28 immediately following 8 a.m. Mass, to its
rosary procession and preparation for an outdoor
Mary statue. The morning will include blessing of per-
sonal statues of Mary brought by participants, reflection
on bringing Mary into homes as at the Wedding at Cana
and prayers for life causes during Respect Life Month,
promoting the protection and dignity of all human life.

St. Thomas parish, Ft. Thomas, is honored to wel-
come The Gesualdo Six, an award-winning British vocal
ensemble praised worldwide for their impeccable blend
and imaginative programming. The concert is Oct. 29 at 7
p.m. Tickets available at stthomasnky.org/concert.

An informative workshop on updates and resources
on the Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults/Children (OCIA/OCIC) will be presented by Dr.
William Keimig, deputy director, Catechetical Institute at
Franciscan University, Nov. 8, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., TMU’s
Ziegler Auditorium, Academic Center. Register for the
FREE Workshop by Oct. 29, at covdio.org/register/.
Questions? Contact Isaak Abraham Isaak: iisaak@cov-
dio.org or (859) 392-1529.

Campus Ministry night, Thomas More University, Oct.
30, 6-7:30 p.m., where you can meet campus ministers, find
out about the Bishop Foys Ministry & Service Scholarship,
and discover the many opportunities for service, fellow-
ship, and spiritual development. RSVP at: tmuky.us/min-
istry25.

Alive in Christ — Men’s One-Day Retreat, Nov. 1, 9 a.m.—
5 p.m., Memorial Hall, St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring. $25
registration fee includes continental breakfast, box lunch
and retreat materials. Register by Oct. 26 at
https://stjosephcoldspring.com/church/view-only/adult-
faith-formation-fall-retreats/ Questions? Contact Vicki
Klocke at vklocke@stjoeparish.net or (859) 927-2291.

Newport Central Catholic High School will host “A
Thoroughbred Affair” Winners' Circle on Nov. 8, on the
school campus. The evening features dinner, cocktails, silent
auctions and raffles. Cost $100. Reservations online by Oct. 22:
https://nccwinners2025.givesmart.com/.
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Jesus wants to be close, rekindle hope, on life’s journey, pope says

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Jesus is always walking alongside everyone, no matter
how mundane or precarious their journey, Pope Leo XIV
said.

“Sometimes we think that the Lord comes to visit us
only in moments of contemplation or spiritual fervor,
when we feel worthy, when our lives appear orderly and
bright,” the pope said Oct. 8 during his weekly general
audience in St. Peter’s Square.

“Instead, the Risen One is close to us precisely in the
darkest places: in our failures, in our frayed relationships,
in the daily struggles that weigh on our shoulders, in the
doubts that discourage us,” he said. “Nothing that we are,
no fragment of our existence, is foreign to him.”

Among the more than 60,000 pilgrims in the square was
a group of students from Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Academy in Chicago with Cardinal Blase J. Cupich. The
students were wearing white and scarlet outfits and a four-
cornered hat similar to what a cardinal wears. One student
was dressed as a Swiss guard.

According to the Chicago Catholic archdiocesan publi-
cation, they had reenacted a “mock papal conclave” May 6,
two days before the real College of Cardinals elected
Chicago-native Cardinal Robert F. Prevost in Rome.

Meanwhile, in his ongoing series of audience talks on
the Jubilee theme, “Jesus Christ our Hope,” Pope Leo
reflected on Christ’s resurrection as being marked by sim-
plicity and humility.

“The risen Lord does nothing spectacular to impose
himself on the faith of his disciples,” he said. “He does not
appear surrounded by hosts of angels, he does not perform
spectacular feats, he does not deliver solemn speeches to
reveal the secrets of the universe.”

“We would have expected special effects, signs of power,
overwhelming evidence,” he said. “But the Lord does not
seek this: he prefers the language of proximity, of normal-
ity, of sharing a meal.”

“There is a valuable message in this,” the pope said.
“The resurrection is not a theatrical coup; it is a silent
transformation that fills every human gesture with mean-

”

Every human body, story and relationship, he said, are
“destined for the fullness of life” by “entering into a deep-
er communion with God and with our brothers and sisters,
in a humanity transfigured by love.”

That means “everything can become grace. Even the
most ordinary things: eating, working, waiting, taking
care of the house, supporting a friend,” Pope Leo said.

“However, there is an obstacle that often prevents us
from recognizing Christ’s presence in our daily lives: the
assumption that joy must be free from suffering,” he said.

The disciples expected “a different ending” for the
Messiah, he said. “But Jesus walks alongside them and
patiently helps them understand that pain is not the denial
of the promise, but the way through which God has mani-
fested the measure of his love.”

Their eyes are opened when they are seated at the table
with the Lord and realize “their hearts were already burn-
ing” despite their sadness, he said. “This is the greatest
surprise: to discover that beneath the ashes of disenchant-
ment and weariness there is always a living ember, waiting
only to be rekindled.
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Upcoming workshop to guide parents and grandparents
‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to the Church’

Laura Keener
Editor

According to a 2009 report (revised in 2011) by the
Pew Research Center, 10 percent of American adults
are now former Catholics; 79 percent of former
Catholics leave the Church before age 23.

Additionally, 50 percent of Millennials raised
Catholic no longer identify as Catholic today. A per-
son born between 1981-1996, or between the ages of
44 and 29, is considered a Millennial. Many parents
and grandparents who held these children as
infants as the waters of Baptism were poured over
their head, who witnessed their joyful glow as they
made their First Communion and who prayed with
and for them at their Confirmation, are now carry-
ing concern and hurt as they realize that the faith
they intended to pass on to their children has been
rejected.

Disheartened that two of his four children had
walked away from the faith, John Zoburg, parish-
ioner at St. Patrick Parish in Taylor Mill,
approached Father Jeffrey VonLehmen, pastor, for
advice.

“My wife and I were very concerned
about our children, whom we raised
Catholic from the day they were born
all the way through — Catholic high
school, Catholic grade school ... we
tried to be the best Christians we could
be in living examples. We just didn’t
understand it,” Mr. Zoburg said.

Instead of an answer, Father
VonLehmen tasked him with a project.

“He looked at me, handed me a book,
and said, ‘I want you to read this, and if
you're open to it, I'd like you to lead the
parish through some kind of sessions
wrapped around it.” He told us we were
not the only parents or grandparents to
come to him with these concerns,” said Mr. Zoburg.

Together, Mr. Zoburg and Father VonLehmen developed
five monthly sessions using as a resource the book
“Return: How to Draw Your Children Back to the Church”
authored by Brandon Vogt and published by Word on Fire.

“It is excellent,” said John Schaefer, parishioner at St.
Patrick Parish, who attended the sessions. In addition to
sharing statistics on the percentages of children who leave
home and leave their faith, the book also “highlights the
notion of hope,” he said.

Covington.

‘Return: How to
Draw Your Children
Back to the Church,’

A six-session workshop
begins Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m.

at Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Curia,

For information and signup
contact Gerry at

(513) 322-9783 or
GerryOtto.PMD@gmail.com

About 40 parents and grandparents
attended the sessions, with each of their
children having varying degrees of separa-
tion from the Church and from their par-
ents. Mr. Schaefer is grieved with the most
severe separation; his daughter hasn’t spo-
ken to him in four years.

“One of the strongest things that came
out of it (the sessions) was this notion of
staying tethered to your children, not trying to beat them
over the head with a Bible, not trying to force the
Catechism into them, that most of them probably already
have in them, but just staying connected, just staying lov-
ingly as much as possible. And then, when the time arises
in life, hopefully the seeds grow,” said Mr. Schaefer.

Mr. Schaefer finds consolation in the witness of St.
Monica, the mother of St. Augustine, who prayed unceas-
ingly for her son to return to the faith. He continues to pray
the prayer to St. Monica, for himself and for his daughter.
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“Kudos to Father Jeff, who is a beloved spiritual
director for us, to get this started and for having John
Zoburg lead us through this really difficult thing,” said
Mr. Schaefer.

For Mr. Zuborg, the prayers and techniques learned
are bearing fruit. A year and a half later, his oldest
daughter has returned to the Church, her husband is
in the OCIA program, and their two children were bap-
tized along with their dad at the 2025 Easter Vigil.

“The book teaches you techniques of how to gently
just introduce the topic of faith,” he said. For him, the
opportunity came in the form of Bible study on
Church history. His son-in-law is a scientist and has a
natural curiosity about science and history.

“I just casually said, ‘Hey, I'm going to go to this
Bible study on the history of Church,” said Mr.
Zoburg. And then he shut up. He didn’t even ask them
to join him. Later that week, his daughter asked if she
and her husband could join him. “That’s what the book
teaches, just dropping little seeds here and there, not to
force. Not to say, hey, come to church with me,” he said.

Mr. Schaefer said that praying for children is a life-
long process. He remembered that his own father
would pray for him and his five siblings who also
strayed from the faith throughout their father’s life-
time.

“My father prayed for two decades, and you know,
when he was on his deathbed, all six of us were back in
the Church. It was a beautiful moment. You know, it’s
alifelong thing. It’s the challenge, not only of the child,
but it’s the challenge of the parent,” Mr. Schaeffer said.
“Every heartbeat reminds you you’re still alive, every day
is still a prayer for your children. That’s the trust.”

This article was first published in February 2025 as part
of the Diocese of Covington Campaign of Mercy series.
Gerry Oftto, parishioner, Mother of God Parish, Covington,
will lead a six-session workshop guided by the book “Return.:
How to Draw Your Children Back to the Church” by
Brandon Vogt, starting Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m. at Bishop Howard
Memorial Auditorium, Curia, Covington. For information
and signup contact Gerry at (513) 322-9783 or
GerryOtto.PMD@gmail.com.

CARMELZSS MANOR

Short-Term Rehab | Long-Term Care | Memory Care | Personal Care

Visit our website at
www.CarmelManor.com/Hope
To learn more and to schedule a tour today!

100 Carmel Manor Road | Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 | 859.781.5111

CDI'Electric Inc.

Quality Service Since 1997
859-291-9189

CHEF BARONE’S
CATERING

*Parties *Weddings
*Company Picnics *Lunches, Dinners
*25 To 1000 People

“Our Foods Taste Good”

Serving Greater Cincinnati
Call Jill
491-6391

T

MECHANICAL, INC.

“A Wischer Family Company™

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

» Electric

+ Plumbing

+ Heating &

« Air Conditioning
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Notre Dame Academy celebrates
the installation of President Lauren Hitron

Staff report

Notre Dame Academy (NDA), Park Hills, celebrated the
installation of Lauren Hitron as the school’s fifth presi-
dent, Oct. 1, immediately following NDA's Foundation Day
Mass with Bishop John Iffert. The liturgy honored both
the 175-year legacy of the Sisters of Notre Dame and NDA's
120th anniversary year, uniting generations of students,
educators and alumnae in faith and celebration.

President Hitron, who began her tenure in July, was for-
mally commissioned during the ceremony, surrounded by
students, faculty, staff, alumnae, family and friends. The

(above) Newly installed President Lauren Hitron addresses the Notre Dame Academy

student body after an all-school Mass, Oct. 1.

(right) Students present President Hitron with Notre Dame Academy spirit wear.

installation highlighted NDA's enduring mission of edu-
cating young women to make a difference, a mission that
has guided the school since its founding in 1906.

“It is an honor and a calling to serve a community so
deeply rooted in faith, excellence and purpose,” President
Hitron said. “As we celebrate 120 years of educating young
women to make a difference, I look forward to leading
Notre Dame Academy into its next chapter — one that hon-
ors the legacy of the Sisters of Notre Dame and prepares
our students to lead with courage, compassion and
vision.”

P

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL CATHOLIC MEN'S

1Bucharistic

+Procession

A native of Louisville, President Hitron brings nearly
two decades of experience in Catholic education and lead-
ership development. Before joining NDA, she served as the
founding director of the Jean Frazier Leadership Institute
at Sacred Heart Schools in Louisville, where she built a
nationally recognized, endowed program focused on lead-
ership formation for young women. She also previously
served as Director of Enrollment and Director of
Recruitment at Sacred Heart Academy.

“President Hitron embodies the heart of Notre Dame
Academy’s mission,” said NDA Board Chair Jessica Rawe.
“Her faith, experience and vision for young women’s lead-
ership will ensure that the legacy of the Sisters of Notre
Dame continues to flourish for generations to come.”

MIDWEST EYE

CENTER

TIME FOR CATARACT SURGERY?

Schedule a consultation with one of our experienced surgeons to discuss the
latest options available. Find out if you are a candidate for the Catalys, the

world’s most sophisticated laser cataract surgery system.

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 18, 2025

Begins with 8A M Mass with A rchbishop Robert
Casey at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains.
Followed by 2-mile procession ending at Old St. Mary.

=

**Voted “Best Doctors” 2015-2023

as published in Cincinnati Magazine!

Kristen Ann V. Mendoza, M.D. Aaron R. Nell, M.D.

Jenny Me Renzie. 0.D.

WE OFFER DROP-LESS CATARACT SURGERY

Jean M. Noll, M.D.

X
Chris D. Then, O.D. Jillian Zimmer, O.D.

Crestview Hills ® Florence

500 Thomas More Pkwy. ® Crestview Hills, KY 41017

(859) 341-4525

www.midwesteyecenter.com
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Pope tells Swiss Guards they need each other to be a11 they can be

Catholic News Service

Living in harmony with others requires benevolence,
honesty, solidarity and mutual respect, Pope Leo XIV said.

Welcoming new recruits from different regions of
Switzerland to the Pontifical Swiss Guard, the pope said
they are called “to form a united body, to create strong and
healthy bonds of friendship.”

“Alone, you would not be able to realize your potential
fully,” he said. “You need one another in order to learn, to
progress, to serve in a world increasingly tempted by divi-
sion and isolation.”

The pope met with members of the Swiss Guard,
including 27 new recruits and their family members Oct. 3
in the Clementine Hall at the Vatican, and he attended the
swearing-in ceremony Oct. 4 — the first time a pope has
attended the ceremony in 57 years. The last time was in
1968 with St. Paul VI.

During the ceremony Oct. 4, held in the San Damaso
Courtyard, the new recruits pledged before the pope and
800 guests to “faithfully, loyally and honorably” serve and
protect the pontiff and, if necessary, sacrifice their lives
for him.

Pope Leo addressed the newly sworn-in soldiers, telling
them that making this oath was “a very important witness
in today’s world.”

“It shows us the value of discipline, of sacrifice, of liv-
ing the faith in a way that truly speaks to young people —
about the value of giving one’s life, of serving and think-
ing of others,” he said, thanking them “in my name and on
behalf of the entire Holy See for your service.”

Normally, new recruits are sworn in each year during a
special ceremony on May 6 to mark the date in 1527 when
147 Swiss Guards lost their lives defending Pope Clement
VII in the Sack of Rome. Only 42 guards survived, and
holding the ceremony on the anniversary is meant to
remind new guards of the seriousness of their commit-
ment.

However, the ceremony this year was postponed to Oct.
4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, after Pope Francis died
April 21 and Pope Leo was elected May 8. The only other
time the ceremony was postponed to Oct. 4 was during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

During his meeting with the new guards Oct. 3, Pope
Leo thanked them for their dedication and commitment to
protecting the pope every day.

“Benevolence, honesty, solidarity and mutual respect
constitute the pillars on which a harmonious life can be
built,” he told them. “Each person can be, for the other, a
model with his words and conduct, with his charity and
faith. And you can be a message of unity for all the Roman
Curia.”

The pope recognized the many challenges their young
generation faces.

"CNS photo/Vatican Media

Pope Leo XIV poses for a photo with members and new recruits of the Pontifical Swiss Guard at the Vatican Oct. 3, 2025.

“They are environmental issues, economic changes,
social tensions, the digital revolution, artificial intelli-
gence and other complex realities that require discern-
ment and a sense of responsibility;” he said.

However, their stay in Rome should help “develop your
maturity also in these aspects of social life,” and he
encouraged them “to remain faithful to the Gospel and to
the fundamental values of your Christian fai

“In this Holy Year, may you be, with your simple wit-
ness, missionaries of hope for the people you meet,” he
said, and “may the flame of hope illuminate your life and
give you the courage to dare and to contribute together to
the civilization of love.”

The Swiss Guard also unveiled a new dark blue uni-
form for officers during a news conference Oct. 3.

While the guard’s signature blue, red and yellow “gala
uniform” and other regalia
remain the same, its so-
called “representation uni-
form,” which officers wear
to officially represent the
corps at formal occasions,
was redesigned by
Lieutenant Colonel Loic
Marc Rossier, vice-com-
mander of the guard.

The colorful “gala uni-
form” had been designed
by Jules Repond, com-
mander of the guard in the
early 1900s, using the tradi-
tional colors of the famous

ProCatholicTours

Travel to many exciting locations: Holy Land, Italia
Bella, Fatima & Lourdes, Ireland & Scotland, Greece,
Our Lady of Guadalupe and many more ....

FLY FROM ANYWHERE IN THE

Win 437,500

Italian Medici family, which produced four popes.

The guards wear the colorful garb during “honor
guard” duty, receiving heads of state and at papal cere-
monies, and they add 17th-century armor over it at Easter,
Christmas and swearing-in ceremonies.

Corps members seen guarding the Vatican’s business
entrance, the St. Anne’s Gate, wear a blue, lighter weight
“exercise uniform,” usually worn for training and night
duty. The Swiss Guard website says, “the colorful gala uni-
form would cause too much distraction for the motorists.”

More than 130 Swiss soldiers are responsible for guard-
ing all entrances into Vatican City State as well as keeping
watch over the pope and his residence. They also provide
security and ceremonial services during liturgical events
and visits of heads of state and other dignitaries to the
Vatican.

4"' DEGREE BISHOP FLAGET
ASSEMBLY #307

COMPRISED OF THE COUNCILS OF THE DIOCESE OF COVINGTON
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Ticket of the Month Club

Benefiting the “Chalice Fund” & Other Assembly Charities

1 Ticket enters you into 12 monthly drawings

KY GAMING LICENSE
#EXE0002100
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DRAWINGS
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CONTINENTAL US, ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES.

Bishops, Priests & Deacons are our specialty,
we will customize any trip for you!

To register call 508-505-6078 or online at www.procatholictours.com.

Join the Jubilee Pilgrimage to Italy, Fatima & Lourdes with Fr. Aby Thampi
from St. John's Church, Covington, KY  Nov. 1-14, 2025

For more information contact office@procatholictours.com.

JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL
MAY
JUNI

JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Number of tickets ordered x $10.00 each = total due.

Name:
Address:

Phone Number:

Please enclose a check or money order made out to Bishop Flaget Assembly #307.
Please mail to Knights of Columbus, 1204 Mockingbird Ct., Edgewood, KY 41018
Your portion of the ticket will be mailed to you.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE BISHOP

The Diocese of Covington invites motivated administrative
professionals to consider a ministry of service supporting the
Bishop of Covington in carrying out his multi-faceted duties
and responsibilities. The Executive Assistant is a skilled
organizer and problem-solver charged with: supporting the
Bishop by managing his calendar, communications, expenses
and information needs; arranging travel and associated
logistical considerations; document preparation; and many
other duties, some requiring the strictest confidence and
discretion. The demands of this position require: a practicing
Roman Catholic with a solid understanding of the Church, its
hierarchy, and protocols; prior demonstrated experience and
skill as an executive assistant; business productivity software
competency; superior oral and written communication skills;
and the basic ability to track and organize business expenses
and receipts. Conversational Spanish skills would be desirable.
This is a full-time, exempt position performed primarily in an
office environment. On occasion, evening or weekend work
may be required when special events take place. Interested
individuals should send a letter of introduction along with a
comprehensive resume, including compensation history and
references with contact email addresses, to Stephen Koplyay,
SPHR at skoplyay@covdio.org.

HOUSING
OPPORTUNITIES

of Northern Kentucky

MARKETING & COMMUNITY
OUTREACH MANAGER

Use your marketing and communication skills to help
low-income families and individuals realize their dream of
owning a home! Use your engaging personality to build
strategic relationships, plan special events, and help grow a
client, volunteer and donor base to make a real impact on
people's lives. HONK is a faith-based non-profit. This is a
full-time salaried position with benefits. Details at
www.honkhomes.org/careers

Send cover letter with resume to: David Hastings at Housing
Opportunities of Northern Kentucky (HONK), 502 Fry Street,
Covington 41011 or via e-mail to dhastings@honkhomes.org

HOUSE CLEANING

Isn't it time you come clean? We don't cut

corners, we clean them. Insured and bonded.
Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients.
Call (859) 760-6408.

Call David at the Messenger for information on placing your
ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1572

PRODUCTION SERVICES DRIVER/ SHIPPING & RECEIVING MATERIAL HANDLER

Full Time

Primary Responsibilities

Driving trucks, fork trucks, vans, or other vehicles is a required part of this
position. This will require maintaining a valid driver’s license and a driving
record that is free from accidents, citations and other incidents that may
reduce insurability. “Driving trucks, fork trucks, vans or other vehicles is a
required part of this position.” Ensuring a safe and secure
environment is a top priority in this role, requiring strict adherence
to safety protocols and proactive risk management to protect all
employees.

Shipping and Receiving employees are responsible for keeping records of
all products shipped and received in a timely and orderly manner. Packing
goods in shipping containers, develop mailing labels and shipping
documents and ensure that all orders have been filled correctly.
Additional Responsibilities

Work Supervision-direct supervision and training of workers with disabili-
ties in a light manufacturing work center environment. Safety awareness,
quality control, production recordkeeping, materials control, and other
duties in accordance with regulations, standards, and company practices.
Great attention to quality control and all safety practices.

Must have and maintain a valid driver's license and a driving record that is
free from accidents, and other incidents that may reduce insurability.

OFFICE FOR RENT
Cold Spring, KY

Office for Rent. 960 sq. ft. Newly remodeled paint, carpeting,
and furnace. High traffic area. Signage available. Lots of
parking spaces. $800 per month. Call 859-635-2577

JOE HARMELING (859)609-2513
I'M BACK! 1 Don't Do Portraits
I Can Paint the Interior & Exterior of Your
Home and More. Free Estimates. Fully Insured

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING

New installations, maintenance and tree
removal. Find us at Goesslingl.andscaping.com

Call Norb at (859) 912-0340

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
Concrete - Specializing in concrete replacement, driveways, sidewalks,
steps, patios, stamped concrete
Masonry - Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers,
foundation repairs, free’standing wood burning fireplace

Quality work & ref. Call Bill (859) 331-4733
Messenger advertiser since 1993

THOMAS & THOMAS
RADON SPECIALISTS AND PAINTING

Certified radon testing and mitigation to keep your
home safe. Expert interior & exterior painting -
clean, fast, and affordable! Call Now for

a FREE Quote: 270-312-0517

Thomas & Thomas - Trusted. Professional. Local.

CONDO FOR RENT

In Cape Canaveral, Florida
We are conveniently located near Port Canaveral, the Kennedy
Space Center, SeaWorld, and Walt Disney World.
The condominium features two bedrooms and two bathrooms.
Amenities include a pool, hot tub, tennis courts, and pickleball
courts. This spacious condo is perfect for both short-term and
long-term stays, offering easy access to beautiful beaches and
popular local attractions. Whether you're seeking relaxation or
adventure, this property provides an ideal home base for your
Florida getaway. Dmkfroelicher@yahoo.com

Perform duties effectively in a labor-intensive assembly and light manu-
facturing environment. Ability to learn a wide variety of job require-
ments. Ability to work well with other professionals to meet consumer
goals. Previous experience working with people with disabilities, supervi-

sory

experience and fork life experience is a plus. Good written and verbal
communication skills. A strong sense of time organization and urgency.
Able to work independently and within a team environment.

Successful completion of a DOT (Department of Transportation) medical
examination, meeting all physical and health standards as required for
the role.

Must have clean background check.

Must have High School diploma or equivalent. Preference for previous
experience working with people with disabilities. Ability to be licensed
and certified as needed for areas of responsibility. 6 months logistics,
retail, or customer service experience a plus.

Benefits: Health Insurance, Dental & Vision (Employee Paid),

401K (3% Employer Match after 1 year), Basic Term Life (Employer Paid),
Short and Long-Term Disability (Employer Paid), FMLA, Paid Time Off
Call 859-371-4410 or email hr@bawac.org.

*BAWAC is an Equal Opportunity Employer

PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER

St. Henry Parish, Elsmere, Kentucky

Due to an upcoming planned retirement, St. Henry Parish is
seeking a full time Business Manager. The position is a profes-
sional administrator, responsible for assisting the Pastor with
the stewardship of the physical and financial resources of the
Parish and its School. The Business Manager directs all business
matters of parish operations, including oversight of the parish
office staff, and is responsible for School tuition management.

Understanding of accounting principles and previous account-
ing or bookkeeping experience is required. In addition to
preparing the Parish operating budget and cash flow forecasts,
speific accounting duties include account reconiliations, super-
vision of cash dishursements and receipts, preparation of
financial statements including the year-end close and the
Annual Financial Report to the Diocese. Must possess good
working knowledge of MS Excel and MS Word software.

A Candidate must be a practicing Catholic in good standing
with the Church and committed to its mission. Must possess
strong organizational and interpersonal skills, precision in oral
and written communications, and be trustworthy with confi-
dential information.

Qualified candidates should send their resume and cover letter
to Fr. Kevin Kahmann, the Pastor, at
kkahmann@sthenrynky.com.

ARCHIVIST

The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, actively-practicing
Roman Catholics to apply for the part-time (15 hours) position
of Archivist. The Diocesan Archives contains instruments and
written documents which pertain to the spiritual and temporal
affairs of the Diocese, including specifically but not exclusively,
non-current files from Diocesan offices, sacramental records,
academic transcripts of certain closed schools, certain photo-
graphs, and other historical information of Diocesan archival
significance. The Archivist maintains records of acquisitions,
labels and houses files, updates inventory, responds to records
requests, and performs research when requested by Diocesan
or parish personnel. Qualifications include either a degree in
history, archive certification, or archive or library experience.
Interested candidates may send a letter of interest, resume or
C-V with compensation history, and a list of references with
contact email addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR by email or
by fax: skoplyay@covdio.org, 859/392-1589.
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One can’t serve God and money, pope says on day he signs text on povert

Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

The Jubilee Year requires making a choice: serving
God and justice or money and inequity, Pope Leo XIV said,
marking the Jubilee of Migrants and the Jubilee of the
Missions.

“We pray to be a church that does not serve money or
itself, but the kingdom of God and his justice,” he said dur-
ing a special audience in St. Peter’s Square Oct. 4, the feast
of St. Francis of Assisi.

It was the same day that the pope also signed his first
apostolic exhortation, “Dilexi Te” (“I Have Loved You”),
which will be released Oct. 9.

The document is expected to focus on poverty and the
poor. Vatican Media footage of the pope signing the text in
the library of the Apostolic Palace showed the first page of
the Table of Contents in Italian with chapters dedicated to
St. Francis of Assisi, “The cry of the poor,” “Ideological
prejudices,” “God chooses the poor,” “Jesus, the poor
Messiah,” “A church for the poor,” “The true riches of the
church” and more.

St. Francis was known for his life of radical simplicity
and poverty, seeking to imitate Christ and be detached
from material possessions and earthly glory to better love
and serve God.

Pope Leo continued the theme of poverty in his catech-
esis during the Oct. 4 Jubilee audience, reflecting on St.
Luke’s account (16:13-14) of a group of Pharisees who loved
money and sneered at Jesus’ counsel to be completely
dependent on God.

The Gospel passage speaks about making the choice to
serve God or to serve money, Pope Leo said in English.

“When we allow material possessions to rule over us,
we can fall into spiritual sadness,” he said. “When we
choose God, however, we choose hope and a life of forgive-
ness and mercy.”

While the Holy Year dedicated to hope is a time for seek-
ing forgiveness and mercy “so that everything can begin
anew,” he said in his main address in Italian, “the Jubilee
also opens up the hope of a different distribution of
wealth, the possibility that the earth belongs to everyone,
because this is not the case right now.”

“During this year, we must choose whom to serve, jus-
tice or injustice, God or money,” he said.

“To hope is to choose, because those who do not choose
are driven to despair,” he said, and “the world changes if
we change.”

“One of the most common consequences of spiritual

SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT

Lakeside Park. 2 Bedrooms, Garage, and Equipped
Kitchen. No Pets. Water and Sanitation included.

$1200 per month. Excellent condition

Call Tom @ 859-380-7738

Gulf Shores, AL Beachfront
Condominium Rentals

™ 1-2-3 bed beachfront units and 4 bed beach resort
house. Owner direct rates save you $$!! Call or

text Chris or Larry Ashley at 1 (502) 396-2287.
B.A. Beach Properties—Your Kentucky Condo Connection!

IN SEARCH OF SNOWBIRDS

To rent our townhouse this winter in sunny Bradenton,
Florida. Cozy 2 br, 1.5 bath in gated community. Brand

new carpet throughout, lanai, W/D, reserved parking
space, heated pool, gym, WiFi and Smart TV. Close to
shopping, church, IMG; 25 min. to beach.Two month
minimum stay. Text or call 859-866-2104 for more info.

Call David at the Messenger for information on placing your
ad in the Classified Advertisements. (859) 392-1572
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CNS photo/Vatican Media

Pope Leo X1V signs his first apostolic exhortation, “Dilexi Te” (“I Have Loved You”), in the library of the Apostolic Palace
at the Vatican Oct. 4, 2025, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, as Archbishop Edgar Pena Parra, the substitute secretary for
general affairs at the Vatican Secretariat of State, looks on. The exhortation will be released Oct. 9. (The Messenger went

to press Oct. 8.)

sadness, or sloth, is not choosing anything,” Pope Leo said.
“Those who experience this are overcome by an inner lazi-
ness that is worse than death.”

Among those who made a courageous choice in life
were St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi, he said.

Even though Oct. 4 is the feast day of St. Francis, it was
also important to speak about St. Clare because they both
are “models of those who understood the Gospel and chose
a life of poverty as Jesus did,” he said in English.

“Their choice continues to inspire many to remember
that the earth belongs to everyone,” he said, inviting peo-
ple to pray “to be a church that serves God and the poor
and opens the door of hope to the world.”

“Clare understood what the Gospel asks of us,” the
pope said in Italian. “But even in a city that considers itself
Christian, taking the Gospel seriously can seem revolu-
tionary”

“Then, as now, a choice must be made!” he said.

“Jesus says: you cannot serve two masters,” Pope Leo

said, and the church remains “young and attracts young
people” when it follows the right master.

“Clare made her choice, and this gives us great hope,”
he said, because she has inspired vocational choices
throughout the world for centuries.

She also “reminds us that young people like the
Gospel,” he said. “Young people like people who have made
a choice and bear the consequences of their choices.”

“This makes others want to choose” in a kind of “holy
imitation” where “one does not become a ‘photocopy,”” he
said, referring to a maxim by St. Carlo Acutis, who also
found inspiration in Assisi’s saints, “but each person —
when choosing the Gospel — chooses himself. He loses
himself and finds himself.”

“Let us pray, then, for young people; and let us pray that
we may be a church that does not serve money or itself, but
the kingdom of God and his justice,” he said. “A church
that, like St. Clare, has the courage to live differently in the
city. This gives hope!”

A European evangelical adventure

(Continued from page 5)

tion. If these professors in Miinster are any indication of
the state of the German academy, I would tell American
students today to look anywhere else.

From Miinster, I made my way to Rome for the Jubilee
of Young People. On my first day in Rome, I concelebrat-
ed a Mass for “Catholic influencers,” at the conclusion of
which Pope Leo made a surprise appearance, which
delighted everyone in attendance. Just after Mass, I had a
chance to meet him and shake his hand. I will admit that
it was surreal to realize that the successor of Peter is a
Chicagoan who grew up about twenty minutes from
where I did.

That night, under a beautiful Roman sky, Archbishop
Fisichella celebrated Mass for over a hundred thousand
pilgrims, and I concelebrated that Mass as well.
Afterward, once again, the pope made a surprise appear-
ance, motoring through the massive crowd in the pope-
mobile, accompanied by the screams of the throng of
kids.

The next morning, it was my privilege to address
about 500 young people from my ancestral home of
Ireland. Though their country is marked by a rather
extreme secularism and anticlericalism, these youthful
sons and daughters of Ireland exhibited no cowardice of
spirit. I encouraged them to return to Ireland under the
inspiration of Saint Patrick, who managed, many cen-
turies ago, to convert an entirely pagan country to the

faith.

Finally, that evening, I spoke to around 4,000 young
Americans who had gathered in the massive basilica of
Saint Paul Outside the Walls. Speaking only about 20
yards from the tomb of Saint Paul himself, I led the
crowd in a little imaginative exercise. I invited them to
think of the glory and power of ancient Rome, the civi-
lization that once dominated the world and whose rulers
put to death both Peter and Paul. Then I asked them, “But
where is Nero’s successor? Where is the mighty Roman
Empire?”

The answers came readily enough: “nowhere and
turned to dust.” “But where,” I continued, “is the succes-
sor of Peter?” The answer: “We all saw him last night in
Saint Peter’s Square!” I told that army of young Catholics
that critics and enemies of Christianity have been pre-
dicting our demise for centuries. But we’re still standing
— while they are gone with the wind.

Soaring Gothic cathedrals, scintillating intellectual
dialogue about the faith, an army of young soldiers of
Christ — all signs that the crucified and risen Jesus still
marvelously haunts our culture.

Bishop Robert Barron is bishop of the Diocese of
Winona-Rochester, Minnesota. Article originally published
at WordOnFire.org.
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True faith isnot magic

(Continued from page 5)

response: thanksgiving (from the Greek, eucharisteo).
This is what an authentic relationship with the Lord

looks like. It is not one of superficiality, where all it con-

sists of is saying the “right words” to have the Lord wave

his magic hand over whatever happens to ail us that day.
Rather, it is an intimate relationship built on trusting in
what it is that he tells us to do, even if it may not make
sense.

When we are willing to truly listen to the voice of the
Lord calling out to us, then are we able to be truly trans-
formed by Him and cleansed by him of the leprosy of sin,

and there is only one response worthy of this wondrous
gift: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his
mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 118:29)

Father Michael Elmlinger is a priest of the Diocese of
Covington, Ky, Father Elmlinger is currently studying
Canon Law at the University of St. Paul, Ottawa, Canada.

Protecting God's Children for Adults Safe Environment Trainings

For all employees and
volunteers of the Diocese of
Covington who in any way provide
a safe environment for children.

Step 1: Contact parish/school
institution leader to review the
Policies and Procedures and fill out
the Application and Acceptance
Formes.

Step 2: Go to

www.virtus.org and click on
Registration. Follow the prompts
to create an account and to
request a background check.

e-mail notices at

Bulletins:

M Oct. bulletin:

up for a VIRTUS training class
during the registration.

Step 3: Your account becomes
active when your background
check, VIRTUS session and
Acceptance Form are posted on
your account. You will receive 12
bulletins per year. You will receive

system@pub.virtus.org unless your
computer program blocks them.

www.virtusonline.org, enter
your user id and password.

If your account is suspended
contact your primary location
where you volunteer or are
employed. Your primary location
contact information is found under
your Contact Tab.

VIRTUS Training:

B Tuesday, Oct. 14,
6:30 -8 p.m., Diocesan Catholic
Children’s Home, Miller Building
Training Room, Ft. Mitchell

B Wednesday, Oct. 22,
6 —8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

M Tuesday, Nov. 11,
9 -11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

M Tuesday, Nov. 11,
6 -8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

H Thursday, Nov. 20,
9 -11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,

H Thursday, Nov. 20,
6 —8:30 p.m., Diocesan Curia,
Bishop Howard Memorial
Auditorium, Covington

Note: If your Training Tab is
missing or you cannot access your
account, contact your parish,
school or institution.

For other difficulties,

contact Marylu Steffen at

(859) 392-1500

or msteffen@covdio.org

Selection.com is a secure site; the
background check is posted on
your account and you receive a
copy if you request it during the
registration process. You will sign

posted Sunday, Oct. 5;

due Tuesday, Nov. 4
The monthly e-mail reminder of a
new bulletin posted will come
from system@pub.virtus.org.

Bishop Howard Memorial
B Wednesday, Oct. 22, Auditorium, Covington
9 -11:30 a.m., Diocesan Curia,

Bishop Howard Memorial

Auditorium, Covington

SHOPPER’S GUIDE

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

- All Types of Drains

« Problem Lines

- Preventive Maintenance

« Sump Pump Lines

» Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

info@hancockdrainserviceinc.com

Austin Kunz Construction

+ French Drains + Downspout
+ Catch Basins Extensions
4+ Custom Patio Design and Build

4+ Full Driveway
Replacement

EXCAVATING — LAND CLEARING - BOBCAT WORK
RETAINING WALLS — CULVERTS - GRAVEL DRIVES
SEWER LINE AND WATER LINE REPLACEMENT

(839) 815-0779

St. Barbara Parishioner

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Residential
Commercial

www.tomrechtin.com

(859) 261-8269

Master HVAC #M04784

PLUMBING - HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Over 95 Years of Family Owned Service!

Schneller £ @
Knochelmann A °

Plumbing - Heating - Rir
The Family Owned Gompany 1
— |\ Owners .
Lisa & Kris

! Knochelmann

Call 859.757.4779 - www.skpha.com

\

ﬁmen’m 's Choice in Homecare.

M%An gels!

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24 hour
non-medical care in your home. Hygiene assistance,
meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates. Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher-Director
1099 Burlington Pike, Florence KY = (859) 647-6770

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS © HEATING SYSTEMS  AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
* New installations * Repair all makes and models
* Clean & Service * Humidifiers

* Oil or Propane ¢ Radiant or Gas Heat

* Electronic Air Cleaner ¢ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161 = — = WYORK’

INSTALL CONFIDENCE

Looking for something to do?

Check out the diocesan calendar online now
at https://covdio.org/calendar/ to keep up
with what's happening in the Diocese of Covington!

www.arcelechvac.com Licansed Mastor HYAC Confractor M02125
BLAU Call David at the = 859.371.7444  www.GraniteWorldNKY.com
MECHANICAL, INC. Messenger .
Heating & Piping toplaceyouradinthe | . HONEYLIGH 4
Hot Water Steam Vapor SHOPPER’S GUIDE. photography
1532 Russell St., Cov. 291-3159 (859) 392-1572 WWW HONEYLIGHTPHOTOS.COM

- BRIDGES TO §
ACHIEVEMENT

L

= CUSTOM CABINETRY
& COUNTERTOPS
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Cincinnati Archdiocese, Girl Scouts
reinstate partnership a year after

breaking ties

CINCINNATI — The Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the Girl
Scouts of Western Ohio have renewed their partnership. The
archdiocese broke ties with the group in October 2024 over its
promotion of gender ideology that conflicts with church teach-
ing. The memorandum of understanding between the archdio-
cese and the scouts — signed Sept. 29 by Archbishop Robert S.
Casey and Girl Scouts of Western Ohio President Aimée
Sproles — reinstates the use of Catholic facilities as locations
for scout activities, as approved by the pastor of those facili-
ties. Facilities include parishes, schools, agencies and other
institutions of the archdiocese. The scouts must include a foot-
note on their webpage saying the archdiocese does not endorse
“all policies, programs or resources” of the Girl Scouts of
Western Ohio or other Girl Scouts organizations.” In October
2024, now-retired Cincinnati Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr
told pastors to end their partnerships with the Girl Scouts of
the USA and the Girl Scouts of Western Ohio by the end of
2025 over problematic LGBTQ+ materials promoting “sexual
orientation” and “gender identity.” In a Sept. 30 statement,
Archbishop Casey said there are “significant differences”
between the two sides, but after several months of “construc-
tive” dialogue, they found common ground “that allows us to
be united in our commitment to young girls” and their charac-
ter and leadership development.

National/World

Pro-life advocates object as
Trump FDA approves new

generic pill for abortion, again

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Administration
recently approved a new generic form of the abortion pill
mifepristone, drawing criticism from pro-life advocates. On
Sept. 30, the FDA notified Evita Solutions that its generic ver-
sion of mifepristone was approved, despite previous sugges-
tions from FDA and Department of Health officials that
mifepristone would undergo a review. The move was met with
condemnation by multiple pro-life organization leaders and
other political leaders opposed to abortion. Former Vice
President Mike Pence, wrote in a post on X the approval is “a
complete betrayal of the pro-life movement that elected
President Trump.” Pence argued the approval should prompt
the resignation of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a Catholic and scion
of the famous Kennedy political clan, as secretary of Health
and Human Services. The Evita Solutions generic is actually
the second approved generic pill for mifepristone. The first
generic pill for abortion — from GenBioPro — was also
approved in 2019, during the first Trump presidency. Approved
by the FDA for early abortion in 2000, mifepristone — the first
of two drugs used in a medication-based abortion — gained the
moniker “the abortion pill.” However, the same drug combina-

Delivering exceptional catering
and remarkable experiences
throughout Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky.

cMcH ales

EVENTS AND CATERING

The Cincinnati Club | Drees Pavilion | Music Hall
The Gardens of Park Hills | The Grand Ballroom

Call today or scan the QR code for info about these
and other amazing local venues!

=] 859.442.7776 | www.McHalesCatering.com

tion has become used sometimes in recent years for miscar-
riage care, where an unborn child has already passed, a situa-
tion that Catholic teaching would hold as morally licit use.

Pope condemns ‘rise of antisemitic
hatred,” Manchester synagogue attack

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Leo XIV decried “the rise of
antisemitic hatred in the world,” particularly as evidenced by
“the terrorist attack in Manchester,” England, Oct. 2, an attack
that killed two men. The attack on the Heaton Park Hebrew
Congregation Synagogue in Manchester took place on Yom
Kippur, the holiest day of the year in Judaism. The attacker,
who was Killed by police, drove a car into a crowd of people and
stabbed the two Jewish men. Pope Leo condemned the attack in
his remarks before praying the Angelus prayer Oct. 5 with visi-
tors and pilgrims who had just attended his Mass in St. Peter’s
Square for the Jubilee of Migrants and the Jubilee of the
Missions. Speaking just days before the second anniversary of
Hamas’ terrorist attack on Israel and Israel’s massive military
attack on Gaza, the pope told the crowd that he continues “to be
saddened by the immense suffering of the Palestinian people in
Gaza.” However, he said, “in recent hours, in the dramatic situa-
tion in the Middle East, some significant steps forward have
been taken in peace negotiations, which I hope will achieve the
desired results as soon as possible.”

New graphic novel features Father
Emil Kapaun: Army chaplain,
Korean War POW

ARLINGTON, Va. — A nonprofit dedicated to supporting the
U.S. Army recently released a graphic novel highlighting the
story and service of Father Emil Kapaun, the Catholic military
chaplain who gave his life in a prisoner-of-war camp during the
Korean War. Since 2018, the Association of the United States
Army, a nonprofit dedicated to supporting the U.S. Army
through education and professional development initiatives,
has released four graphic novels every year, highlighting the
stories of Army Medal of Honor recipients. The organization
chose to feature the story of Father Kapaun, who received the
Medal of Honor posthumously in 2013. Father Kapaun is the
first military chaplain to be featured in the comic book series,
which was released Sept. 23. Ordained in 1940 a priest for the
Diocese of Wichita, Kansas, Father Kapaun served as a mili-
tary chaplain during World War II and the Korean War. While
deployed in Korea, he was forced to surrender with his unit to
Chinese forces. He was sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in North
Korea where he continued to minister and serve his fellow
POWSs until he fell ill and died in May 1951. He is a candidate
for sainthood, and in February he was declared “Venerable.”
Those interested in the graphic novel highlighting the story
and service of Father Emil Kapaun can view it or download a
free copy at ausa.org/kapaun or ausa.org/moh.
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Established by the St. Charles Community

The Senior Resource Center is designed to inform, educate, and
empower seniors and their families as they navigate the complexities
of aging services. Our compassionate professionals offer expert
guidance and support in every aspect of senior services, including:

« Home Modifications
"W s End of Life Planning
'+ Medicaid and Medicare

Assistance Options

» Memory / Dementia Care
« Support Group Connections

Mexican priest murdered in

cartel-ravaged Guerrero state

MEZCALA, Mexico — Another Catholic priest has been
murdered in Mexico’s violence-stricken Guerrero state. Father
Bertoldo Pantaledn Estrada, pastor of San Cristobal Parish in
Mezcala, was found dead Oct. 6 — two days after disappearing.
According to press reports, he was shot twice in the neck, and
federal officials have named his driver as the prime suspect.
“At this time, we have no indication that the father was
involved in anything wrong,” Federal public security secretary
Omar Garcia Harfuch said Oct. 7. Father Pantaleon’s death
underscores the growing danger for clergy in cartel-controlled
regions. Guerrero, once a hub for heroin production, remains
plagued by organized crime, extortion, and kidnappings. The
Diocese of Chilpancingo-Chilapa, where the priest served, has
suffered multiple clergy Kkillings in recent years. The Mexican
bishops’ conference condemned the violence, calling for a full
and transparent investigation. Since 2006, at least 52 priests
have been Kkilled in Mexico — making it the deadliest country
in the world for Catholic clergy. Guerrero’s four bishops
attempted to broker a peace accord between the state’s drug
cartels in 2024 , but the priest’s murder highlights the ongoing
risks faced by those ministering in the country’s conflict zones.

Justices hear faith-driven free speech

challenge to conversion therapy ban

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court heard oral arguments
Oct. 7 in Chiles v. Salazar, a First Amendment challenge to a
Colorado law banning professional counseling services that
practice “conversion therapy” for minors, efforts intended to
change a minor’s gender identity that differs from the young
person’s biological sex or to change their sexual orientation.
Colorado’s law on conversion therapy for minors, which passed
in 2019, prohibits licensed physicians or other licensed mental
health care providers from providing “conversion therapy” to
minors, which the state defined as “efforts to change an indi-
vidual’s sexual orientation, including efforts to change behav-
iors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or
romantic attraction or feelings toward individuals of the same
sex.” Colorado licensed counselor Kaley Chiles filed a First
Amendment challenge to the law, arguing it could impact her
work with her clients, which she has said she considers an
extension of her Christian faith. Jim Campbell, chief legal
counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom, the legal group rep-
resenting Chiles, argued the counselor’s one-on-one conversa-
tions with clients count as speech protected under the First
Amendment. Colorado Solicitor General Shannon W.
Stevenson argued that there is a lack of evidence that conver-
sion therapy has any effectiveness. However, Justice Elena
Kagan did raise a hypothetical concern that the Colorado law
could lead to the state improperly regulating speech, which she
suggested would conflict with existing court precedent.

feeling Ovenuwhelmed ?
Don't be. That's where our dedicated team of
professionals can help. Email, call or make an

appointment to come in and talk to us.
We will listen. We will help.

(Shat doea i codl?

(¥ Consultation services are free of charge!

How- do- I make an appoiniinent?

© (859) 261-0746
£ 3705 Winston Avenue, Latonia, KY 41015

« Senior Living (Levels of Care)

@g seniorresourcecenterofnky.org

Scan the QR code for more
information about the
o b Senior Resource Center!




ORDINATION SOCIETY

SPONSORS

Al Kenkel Family Foundation
St. Elizabeth Healthcare

ACOLYTE SOCIETY SPONSORS

Bill Butler
Catholic Order of Foresters Agency, Tom Kaelin
Catholic Order of Foresters KY Jurisdiction Court
John Garvey lli
St. Agnes Parish

CANDIDACY SOCIETY SPONSORS

C-Forward
Cristo Rey Parish
Deacon Jim & Julie Fortner
The Fuller Family
Knights of Columbus, Gregory White

T H A N K I o u Mariner Institutional

The Schulte Family

2025 SPONSORS! RECEPTION CO-SPONSORS

Knights of Columbus Councils, Northern Kentucky
OUR FUTURE PRIESTS COUNT ON YOU! Serra Club for Vocations, Northern Kentucky

2025
EMINARY
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TABLE SPONSORS

Most Reverend John C. Iffert Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish St. Patrick Parish, Maysville &

Most Reverend Roger J. Foys (2) The Ihrig Family St. James Parish, Minerva

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption JC Health Insurance, George Josten St. Patrick Parish, Taylor Mill

Ronald & Lucy Arlinghaus Mary Queen of Heaven St. Philip Parish

Blessed Sacrament Parish Mother of God Parish St. Pius X Parish

The Callahan Family Newport Central Catholic High School St. Therese Parish

Covington Catholic High School Radius Construction St. Timothy Parish

Connley Brothers Funeral Home St. Anthony Parish Sts. Peter & Paul Parish

Diocesan St. Augustine Parish, Augusta Thomas More University

Diocese of Covington Diaconal Candidates ~ St. Augustine Parish, Covington - US Bank

Divine Mercy Parish & St. Bernard Parish Holy Name Society Villa Madonna Academy &

DBL Law St. Augustine Parish, Covington - St. Walburg Monastery

Equestrian Order of the St. Monica Society Vintage Business Solutions
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem St. Catherine of Siena Parish Robert & Stella Volmer

The Fagel & Winnike Families St. Cecilia Parish

Fred Espenscheid Plumbing, Inc. St. Francis Xavier Parish e

Holy Cross District High School St. John the Evangelist Parish, 6(;;[;?‘:10“5

Holy Cross Parish Carrollton & Transfiguration Mission EVENT CENTER

Holy Spirit Parish St. Joseph Parish, Camp Springs SOV A

HR Painting St. Joseph Parish, Cold Spring TICKET TODAY

Information included in this ad is current up through September 23, 2025



