
	 	



How to strengthen your OCIA process to be the best your parish has ever offered and how CI can help with that. 

1. How to reach out effectively in the community to find and call souls towards the Father’s saving embrace in the Church?
• Simple personal invitation, that requires little initial commitment, works better than any other kind of effort.
• The doorway is asking about another human being’s needs, urgencies, and struggles, while witnessing to simple joy, peace, and belonging.
• Bottom-line of what to do:  Model this in whatever ways you can in front of your parish community.
• CI workshops that would help:  Conversion in Modern Culture / Entrance into Christ and Participation in God's Life / The Challenge of 

Charity: Life in the Family of God / Principles of Intercultural Communication 

2. How to create an RCIA process that is more than just classes, but an authentic place of conversion and discipleship?
• The process must have three authentic aspects in balance:  Liturgical / Catechetical / Pastoral.
• Each aspect must have in mind each individual’s process, not a fixed program through which groups are inserted and paced by a calendar.
• Bottom-line of what to do:  Tell your inquirers that at the beginning and keep saying it as time goes by and rites approach.
• CI workshops that would help:  The Catechumenal Process: A Modern Restoration of an Ancient Practice / Three Approaches to the

OCIA Process / Essential Link Between Liturgy and Catechesis / Teaching Catechesis for Conversion / Discipling Adults 

3. How to really understand and help participants experience the rich liturgies, blessings, scrutinies, and other rites of the RCIA process?
• Liturgies are acts of movement – the discerned choice to step nearer to the living God, and depend on the graces therein.
• Trust that graces given through the liturgies of the process are more important than graces given through doctrine or dialogue.
• Bottom-line of what to do:  Schedule individual discernment meetings prior to each major rite, based on the criteria given for each rite.
• CI workshops that would help:  Liturgical Components of the Christian Initiation Process: Gateways and Sources of Grace for

Conversion / Wielding the OCIA Rite Book Effectively / The Discernment Process for Participants’ Readiness for the Rites 

4. How to richly unfold the teachings of Jesus and His Church in a thoroughly engaging and deeply convincing way?
• Catechesis teaches for conversion – aims for change / harder choices / personal witness / the call to trustingly embrace the Father.
• There is no shortcut for learning to do excellent formation in RCIA.  You must work at it.
• Bottom-line of what to do:  Take these workshops; consider purchasing Echoing the Mystery and/or ACM’s Catechist’s Manual.
• CI workshops that would help:  Catechesis: Echoing what God has Revealed / Catechetical Components of the Christian Initiation

Process: Illuminating and Securing the Path of Faith / The Ecclesial Method / Analyzing Doctrine with Doctrinal Keys 

5. How to involve the larger parish community in creative and effective ways in the lives of those seeking to enter the Catholic Church?
• Pastoring seeks to show authentic charity, and call it forth, to heal, to elevate, and to point our actions to Christ.
• Non-teachers can be utterly decisive in the conversion of others; trust that inquirers need to find a family not just find truth.
• Bottom-line of what to do:  Have a team; have them do testimonies in the precatechumenate; have intercessors busy for everyone.
• CI workshops that would help:  Developing a Team: Creating an Environment for Conversion / Companions on the Journey: Sponsors

and Godparents / The Challenge of Charity: Life in the Family of God / A Foundational Vision: The Role of the Laity 

6. How to lead neophytes to really feel they have a need for the Mass and a deep desire for Jesus in the Eucharist?
• The key to the end is in the beginning.  What is your precatechumenate like?
• If the formation was about meeting their needs, urgencies, and struggles, while witnessing to simple joy, peace, and belonging – all will be well.
•
•

Bottom-line:  Learning how to do the OCIA process well takes real commitment and humility, but the perks cannot be beaten. 
CI workshops that would help:  Catechesis in the Precatechumenate: Delivering the Gospel / Being Guided and Guiding Souls / Catechesis 
in Mystagogy: Deepening in the Graces Received / Pastoring from the Rite of Election to the Point of Initiation through the Neophyte Year



What is Teaching for Conversion? 
! Keeping the truth personal — ___________ is always the point.

TIP:  Teach from Gospel stories frequently.

! Finding out how they __________________ — Preparing them for a new union, an embrace.
TIP:  Teach dialogically, to learn from them and discover them.

! Working to become a transparent witness — Teach _____________ with the truth adhering.
TIP:  Teach from your own life frequently and with joyful humility.

! Offering an Act of Faith — Prayer as desire — how much do we _______________________?
TIP:  Pray before you teach, alone.

! Offering an Act of Hope — Believe that __________________ even the toughest face.
TIP:  Pray as you teach, offering everything – every smallest struggle – for their souls.

! Offering an Act of Love — Pray to have for _________________ for those you teach.
TIP:  Pray after you teach, asking Jesus how you did, and listening to His answer.

! Fostering experience — Without their own __________________________ with the Gospels
they are reduced to understanding Jesus as just another interesting hero.
TIP:  Look for ways to expose them to a dramatic experience of God.

! Challenging with pain — Questions relating to __________________________ are what cause
the reawakening and re-evangelization of those who have abandoned religious practice.
TIP:  Teach them to suffer redemptively in the smallest details of their daily life.

! Explaining reality aggressively — _____________ (saintliness) and _______________ (sin).
TIP:  Teach vigorously from the great saints, and rigorously from the great sinners.

! Remembering the war — __________ never drops the ball and _____ sin is frivolous.
TIP:  Teach the fine points of how Satan tempts and how to wage spiritual battle.

! Never forgetting that the Gospel is good news — A call to authentic and radical _______.
TIP:  Teach attachment more than detachment.

3- Consider the differences among the following ways of beginning a statement of truth:

1) “Purgatory	is	for	souls	who,	at	the	point	of	death,	receive	from	their	Lord	purification	from	the	temporal	effects	of	sin.”
2) “The	Church	teaches	that	Purgatory	is	for	souls	who,	at	the	point	of	death,	receive	from	their	Lord	purification	from	the temporal	
effects	of	sin.”

3) “We	as	Catholics	believe	that	Purgatory	is	for	souls	who,	at	the	point	of	death,	receive	from	their	Lord	purification	from	the 
temporal	effects	of	sin.”

4) “Purgatory	is	thought	to	be	for	souls	who,	at	the	point	of	death,	receive	from	their	Lord	purification	from	the	temporal	effects of sin.”
5) “Some	in	the	Church	feel	that	Purgatory	is	for	souls	who,	at	the	point	of	death,	receive	from	their	Lord	purification	from	the 
temporal	effects	of	sin.”

1- Make a list of 15 common
Catholic terms (not technical
theological terms such as C.C.D. or 
transubstantiation that are likely
to be unfamiliar to a non-Catholic.

2- Consider these two doctrines:  Conscience  /  Resurrection

o In	what	way	does	understanding	each	of	these	three	doctrines	help	me	get	closer	to	Jesus?

o Considering	again	these	doctrines,	how	does	each	connect	to	the	sacred	liturgy?

o Considering	once	more	these	same	three	doctrines,	how	do	they	each	help	a	believer	to 
understand	the	way	God	uses	suffering	to	make	a	soul	more	perfect?



A Pair of Examples of Good Methodology in Teaching Adults 
“To	be	able	to	educate	others	in	the	faith,	catechists	should	themselves	have	a	deep	spiritual	life.	This	is	the	
most	important	aspect	of	their	personality	and	therefore	the	one	to	be	most	stressed	in	formation.	The	real	
catechist	is	a	saint”	(GCM	22).			This	is	daunting.	And	yet	this	is	doable	—	in	God.		So	long	as	this	daunting	call	

drives	us	to	prayer,	instead	of	driving	us	away	in	fear,	then	all	things	become	possible	(see	Lk	1:37).	
What	we	have	to	give	—	Who	we	have	to	give	—	is	worth	surmounting	this	fear.	

	

	
Using	Questions	as	an	Aid	to	Conversion		
	
Our	own	verbal	teaching,	private	conversations	with	those	we	teach,	small	group	dialogue,	as	well	as	times	set	aside	for	
questions	and	answers,	can	all	bring	out	questions,	intended	or	not.		Be	grateful	for	questions:	it	means	that	someone	is	
interested!		Questions	asked	by	participants	are	always	good.	It	is	important	though,	that	catechists	not	relate	to	questions	
passively,	much	less	view	them	as	potential	distractions.	Good	catechists	invite	and	work	for	questions.		
	

It’s	helpful	to	consider	the	following	questions:		When	does	learning	begin?	Was	there	ever	a	time	in	your	own	education	when	
a	particular	teacher	left	you	feeling	lost?	The	teacher	may	have	expounded	on	several	ideas	with	great	passion,	but	left	you	
wondering,	“What	is	the	point	here?”	If	at	some	level	that	question	was	not	satisfied,	you	may	have	continued	to	be	present,	
but	you	had	to	force	yourself	to	pay	attention,	unaided	by	any	internal	need	to	know.		
	

If	you	have	had	this	experience,	you	discovered	that	learning	does	not	begin	when	the	teacher	simply	starts	to	speak.	Rather,	it	
begins	when	the	learner	fashions	a	well-framed	question	in	his	or	her	mind,	a	question	of	such	interest	that	it	demands	an	
answer.	When	the	learner	“owns”	a	question,	when	it	strikes	to	the	core	of	his	or	her	own	curiosity,	then	the	proper	dynamic	is	
at	work	for	real	engagement.	Learning	has	begun.		
	

To	be	clear,	we	are	not	talking	about	simple	factual	questions	like,	“In	what	year	was	the	D-Day	Battle	fought?”	Rather,	we	are	
talking	about	broader	questions,	such	as:	“What	would	have	happened	if	the	Allies	had	not	prevailed	at	Normandy?	How	
would	it	have	changed	the	face	of	Europe?”	While	dates	are	important,	these	larger	questions	are	more	interesting	and	present	
a	framework	that	tie	together	otherwise	disparate	facts.	In	turn,	they	elicit	other,	more	detailed	questions.		
	

When	participants	in	adult	catechesis	feel	lost	or	bored,	it	is	often	because	they	have	not	considered	these	larger	questions	or	
their	underlying	importance,	or	have	not	been	helped	to	do	so.		One	hallmark	of	a	great	catechist	is	the	ability	to	initiate	
curiosity	with	a	well-framed	question,	and	guide	those	being	catechized	to	ask	their	own	questions	along	the	path	toward	
conclusions.	This	is	accomplished	through	a	series	of	guided	questions	posed	by	the	catechist	to	elicit	thought,	discussion,	and	
conclusions	from	participants.	It	demands	thoughtful	preparation	on	the	part	of	the	catechist,	but	when	well	executed,	this	
method	gives	participants	a	chance	to	experience,	in	the	midst	of	an	indifferent	culture,	that	truth	is	surprisingly	relevant,	and	
more	important,	to	consider	the	invitation	to	conversion	at	a	more	personal	level.		
	
Using	Eye	Contact	as	an	Aid	to	Conversion	
	
Eye	contact	is	one	of	the	most	crucial	skills	of	a	good	catechist.		It	is	certainly	the	case	that	a	solicitation	of	participants’	
questions	or	thoughts,	small-group	discussion,	group	dialogue	during	a	teaching,	and	individual	conversations	afterward	will	
all	give	a	catechist	insight	into	how	a	teaching	is	being	received,	but	for	those	portions	of	a	teaching	in	which	such	means	are	
not	used,	it	is	indispensable	for	a	catechist	to	learn	to	closely	observe	participants	as	truths	are	unfolded	to	them.		
	

Very	often,	unless	otherwise	trained,	most	catechists	(and	speakers	in	general)	will	unconsciously	begin	to	make	eye	contact	
with	only	those	faces	in	the	room	that	seem	to	be	responding	most	positively.	During	a	teaching,	the	presence	of	a	person	with	
a	happy	face	and	a	head	nodding	in	apparent	agreement	will	soon	attract	a	catechist’s	eye	contact	in	great	disproportion	to	
others	in	the	room.	For	example,	in	an	RCIA	setting,	it	can	even	get	to	the	point	that	if	the	most	positive	faces	in	the	room	are	
from	RCIA	team	members,	godparents,	or	sponsors	then	the	catechist	will	begin	to	make	eye	contact	only	with	them.	Often	the	
result	of	this	unconscious	action	is	that	the	catechist	mentally	shifts	to	teaching	them,	instead	of	participants,	usually	
evidenced	by	an	increasing	use	of	terminology	and	phrases	that	may	be	meaningless	or	confusing	to	non-Catholics.		
	

If	a	catechist	can’t	make	eye	contact	with	all	participants,	then	he	or	she	has	no	real	sense	of	how	the	teaching	is	being	received	
in	the	moment.	What	will	be	missed?	A	confused	look	on	someone’s	face	(or	maybe	many	faces)	that	signals	a	need	to	stop	and	
clarify	or	repeat,	to	slow	down,	or	to	back	up	and	come	at	a	point	from	another	direction,	or	to	directly	ask	the	quizzical	ones	a	
question.	A	change	in	expression	that	indicates	some	encouraging	level	of	understanding	or	recognition.	A	slight	shift	in	the	
mouth	and	slight	clouding	of	the	eyes	that	lets	you	know	emotions	have	been	stirred	to	the	point	of	tears.	A	sleepy-eyed	look	
(maybe	from	a	long	day,	a	good	meal,	or	lackluster	teaching)	that	calls	you	to	work	harder	to	engage	a	particular	person,	or	
simply	to	pause	for	a	coffee	or	tea	break.	A	questioning	look	that	may	benefit	from	an	opportunity	to	ask	one.	An	angry	look	
that	may	need	pursuing	immediately,	or	perhaps	in	private	after	the	session.	A	sudden	turning	down	to	write,	implying	you’ve	
perhaps	said	something	of	value.		
	

All	of	these,	and	other	reactions	you	observe	as	you	teach,	point	to	one	of	the	most	important	aspects	of	relationships	in	your	
catechetical	work:	yes,	you	may	be	diligently	seeking	to	build	relationships	with	participants	in	many	ways	in	addition	to	the	
actual	catechesis,	but	does	the	importance	of	knowing	who	you	are	teaching	now	extend	fully	to	knowing	them	as	you	are	teaching. 



Adult Catechist Evaluation Form 
 
 

___________________________________   _______________________________________    ___________ 
CATECHIST       TEACHING                    DATE 
 

Scale of Evaluation: 1 = needs to be addressed as a weak area, 
2 = needs improvement, 3 = acceptable, 4 = good, 5 = outstanding. 
 
 

 Preparation and Proclamation 
 

Teaching was planned and organized; catechist was clearly ready to go    _____ 
Appropriate arrangement of environment and sacred space     _____ 
Suitable opening prayer/Liturgy of the Word/music for this doctrine/topic   _____ 
Delivered a statement of truth to “ring in their ears”      _____ 
 
 

 Explanation and Application 
 

Content: 
Focused the teaching on how it helped someone get closer to God/Jesus   _____ 
Use of Scripture was well-paced, and with adequate context     _____  
Used stories in a functional and succinct manner       _____ 
Included some element of personal witness in the teaching     _____ 
Incorporated a knowledge of participants lives’ into the teaching     _____ 
Connected the teaching with real life (what does this mean for them?)    _____ 
Included some reference to the importance of the liturgy/sacramental life   _____ 
Made reference to previous teachings (if applicable) to create connections   _____ 
Avoided unfamiliar terms/defined essential new terms      _____ 
Clearly was thinking about the participants while teaching    _____ 
Displayed a clear mastery of the subject matter      _____ 
Explanations were clear and helpful for those not used to “churchy” culture _____ 
 

Method: 
Maintained eye contact with participants on both sides of the room   _____ 
Used hand-motions, expressions, and movement      _____ 
Evidenced independence from written notes where appropriate     _____ 
Teaching given in a faith-filled way (these truths are certitudes to me!)    _____ 
Teaching given in a hope-filled way (Heaven is real; God is trustworthy!)    _____ 
Teaching given in a loving way (good teacher = humble, friendly teacher)  _____ 
Teaching given in a respectful way towards other faiths/individuals    _____ 
 
 

 Celebration 
 

Suitable concluding prayer/music for this topic or for the liturgical calendar  _____ 
Upbeat closing (thanking God; acclaiming his wonderful truth together)    _____ 

 
What most impacted you in a positive way about this teaching? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Overall comments:          Total teaching time:  _______ minutes 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The most precious gift that the Church can offer the bewildered and restless world of our time 
is form within it Christians who are confirmed in what is essential and who are humbly joyful in their faith. 

~ Guide for Catechists, Pontifical Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, para. 8 ~  

 

Teaching Tools 
 

  

Scripture  _____ 
Catechism  _____ 
Own Stories  _____ 
Saint Stories  _____ 
Other Stories  _____ 
Analogies  _____ 
Dialogue _____ 
Apologetics  _____ 
Humor   _____ 
Art   _____ 
Props   _____ 
Handouts _____ 
Music    _____ 
Video   _____ 
Computer _____ 
Board  _____ 
Resources  _____ 
Q &A   _____ 
Exercises  _____ 

 My teaching is not mine, 
but his who sent me. 

~ John 7:16 ~ 







	 	



	 	



	 	



	 	





	 	



	
	 	



	 	



	 	



St. Mary’s Parish Inquiry Sessions 
��    Sessions are held in the Library     �� 

 
✥   The Gospel Message, Part I   ✥ 

 

DATE   EVENT      TEACHING 
 
September 8 (Thu)   RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Welcome/Does God Exist? 
September 15 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Who is God? – The Blessed Trinity 
September 22 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Who Am I? – God’s Image 
September 29 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Broken Relationship: Evil and Original Sin 
 
October 6 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Restored Relationship:  The Covenants of God 
October 13 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) How Does God Speak to Us? – Revelation 
October 20 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Person of Jesus 
October 27 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Salvation, Justification, and the Paschal Mystery 
 
November 1 (Tue)  Solemnity of All Saints (Holy Day of Obligation)  -------- 
November 3 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Holy Spirit and the Birth of the Church 
November 10 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Four Marks of the Church 
November 17 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Ten Commandments 
November 24 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (Thanksgiving)    -------- 
 
December 1 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Four Last Things 
December 8 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Sacraments and the Sacrament of Baptism 
December 8 (Thu)  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation) -------- 
December 10 (Sat)  RCIA Retreat (8:30am-4:30pm) (Team Member Testimony) Introduction to Sacred Scripture / Lectio 
         The Family of the Church: The Communion of Saints 
         The Mother of Us All:  The Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 11 (Sun)  Rites of Acceptance and Welcoming (12:00pm Mass)  ------- 
 

✥   The Gospel Message, Part II   ✥ 
 
DATE   EVENT      TEACHING 
 

December 15 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Incarnation 
December 22 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (Christmas)    -------- 
December 25 (Sun)  Solemnity of Christ’s Birth (Holy Day of Obligation)  -------- 
December 29 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (New Year)    -------- 
 
January 1 (Sun)  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) -------- 
January 5 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Sacred Tradition 
January 12 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Sacred Scripture 
January 19 (Thu)   RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) God Calls Us by Name: God’s Plan for Us 
January 26 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Gift of Grace 
 
February 2 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Holy Spirit 
February 9 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Temptation and Sin 
February 16 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Virtue and Vice 
February 22 (Wed)   Ash Wednesday (Beginning of Lent)    -------- 
February 23 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    What Do I Do Now? – Repentance 
 
March 1 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Faith and Hope 
March 8 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Virtue of Love 
March 15 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Life of Prayer 
March 22 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Lord’s Prayer 
March 29 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Special Question and Answer Night 
   
April 1 (Sun)  Palm Sunday                                                                                                       -------- 
April 2 (Mon)  Chrism Mass, Diocesan Cathedral (7:00-9:00pm)  -------- 
April 4 (Wed)  Tenebrae Service in the Church (8:00-9:00pm)  -------- 
April 5 (Thu)  Holy Thursday Mass (8:00pm)    -------- 
April 6 (Fri)  Good Friday Liturgy (8:00pm)    -------- 
April 7 (Sat)  Easter Vigil (8:00-11:00pm)    -------- 
April 8 (Sun)  Solemnity of Christ’s Resurrection   -------- 
April 12 (Thu)  No RCIA Session for Inquirer Group   -------- 
April 19 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Connection Among Us All: Liturgy 
April 26 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Sacramental Principle and Sacramentals 
   
May 3 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Mass as the Life of the Family of Jesus 
May 10 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Communion of Saints 
May 17 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Redemptive Suffering 
May 17 (Thu)  Solemnity of Christ’s Ascension    -------- 
May 24 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Blessed Virgin Mary 
May 27 (Sun)   Solemnity of Pentecost     -------- 
   
June 14 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  A Catechism as the Faithful Echo 
June 21 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Catechism of the Second Vatican Council 
July 5 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Creed:  The Economy of Salvation 
July 12 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Sacraments 
July 26 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  Morality:  Life in Christ 
August 9 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  Prayer:  Where God Becomes Real 
 



St. Mary’s Parish RCIA Sessions 
��    Sessions are held in the Library    �� 

 
DATE   EVENT      TEACHING 
 
September 6 (Thu)   RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Welcome/Does God Exist? 
September 13 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Who is God? – The Blessed Trinity 
September 20 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Who Am I? – God’s Image 
September 27 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Broken Relationship: Evil and Original Sin 
 
October 4 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Restored Relationship:  The Covenants of God 
October 11 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) How Does God Speak to Us? – Revelation 
October 18 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Salvation, Justification, and the Paschal Mystery 
October 25 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Four Last Things 
 
November 1 (Thu)  Solemnity of All Saints (Holy Day of Obligation)  -------- 
November 1 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Ten Commandments 
November 8 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Holy Spirit and the Birth of the Church 
November 15 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Four Marks of the Church 
November 22 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (Thanksgiving)    -------- 
November 29 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Sacraments and the Sacrament of Baptism 
 
December 6 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Person of Jesus 
December 8 (Sat)  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation) -------- 
December 13 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) The Eucharist: Sacramental Body of Christ 
December 15 (Sat)  RCIA Retreat (8:30am-4:30pm) (Team Member Testimony) Introduction to Sacred Scripture / Lectio Divina 
         The Family of the Church: The Communion of Saints 
         The Mother of Us All:  The Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 16 (Sun)  Rites of Acceptance and Welcoming (12:00pm Mass)  -------- 
December 20 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (Christmas)    -------- 
December 25 (Tue)  Solemnity of Christ’s Birth (Holy Day of Obligation)  -------- 
December 27 (Thu)  No RCIA Session (New Year)    -------- 
 
January 1 (Tue)  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) -------- 
January 3 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Reconciliation 
January 10 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Holy Orders 
January 17 (Thu)   RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Anointing of the Sick and Redemptive Suffering 
January 24 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Dignity of the Human Person and Conscience 
January 31 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Cardinal Virtues and Cardinal Sins 
 
February 7 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Theological Virtues 
February 13 (Wed)   Ash Wednesday (Beginning of Lent)    -------- 
February 14 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm) (Team Member Testimony) Social Teachings of the Church and Life Issues 
February 16 (Sat)  RCIA Retreat (8:30am-4:30pm) (Team Member Testimony) Matrimony / Contraception / Lectio Divina 
         Teaching Mass / Stations of the Cross 
February 16 (Sat)  Rite of Sending (5:00pm Mass)    -------- 
February 17 (Sun)  Rite of Election at the Diocesan Cathedral (3:00-5:30pm) -------- 
February 21 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Prayer:  Crafting a Spiritual Life 
February 24 (Sun)  Penitential Rite for the Baptized (9:30am Mass)  -------- 
February 28 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Spiritual Combat 
 
March 3 (Sun)  First Scrutiny for the Unbaptized (9:30am Mass)  -------- 
March 7 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    The Challenge of Humility 
March 10 (Sun)  Second Scrutiny for the Unbaptized (9:30am Mass)  -------- 
March 14 (Thu)  RCIA Session & Presentation of the Creed (7:15-9:15pm) The Call to Purity 
March 17 (Sun)  Third Scrutiny for the Unbaptized (12:00pm Mass)  -------- 
March 21 (Thu)  RCIA Session & Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer (7:15-9:15pm) The Lord’s Prayer 
March 24 (Sun)  Palm Sunday                                                                                                       -------- 
March 25 (Mon)  Chrism Mass, Diocesan Cathedral (7:00-9:00pm)  -------- 
March 27 (Wed)  Tenebrae Service in the Church (7:30pm)   -------- 
March 28 (Thu)  Holy Thursday Mass (8:00pm)    -------- 
March 29 (Fri)  Good Friday Liturgy (8:00pm)     -------- 
March 30 (Sat)  Rehearsal for the Easter Vigil for Sponsors only (10:00-10:45am) -------- 
March 30 (Sat)  Holy Saturday Preparation Rites (11:00-11:45am)   -------- 
March 30 (Sat)  RCIA Holy Hour (6:30-7:30pm)    Meditation on Scripture and the Church Fathers 
March 30 (Sat)  Easter Vigil (8:00-11:00pm)    -------- 
March 31 (Sun)  Solemnity of Christ’s Resurrection   --------  
   
April 4 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Party for New Catholics 
April 11 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Who is God to You Now 
April 18 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    What to Know and Where to Go 
April 25 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Vocations and the Universal Call to Holiness 
   
May 2 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Adoration and Traditions of Prayer 
May 9 (Thu)  Solemnity of Christ’s Ascension    -------- 
May 9 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Evangelization and Ecumenism 
May 16 (Thu)  RCIA Session (7:15-9:15pm)    Becoming a Saint 
May 19 (Sun)   Solemnity of Pentecost     -------- 
   
June 13 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Eucharist for Sacrifice 
June 20 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Eucharist for the Poor 
July 11 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Eucharist for Authority 
July 25 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Eucharist for Love of Scripture 
August 8 (Thu)  Summer Session at the DRE’s Home (7:15-9:15pm)  The Eucharist for Beauty 
August 15 (Thu)  Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) -------- 















Catechetics  &  the Sharing of Life
I n  p a r i s h  a n d  s c h o o l  l i f e ,  t h e  a p o s t o l a t e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  e v e n t u a l l y  c a l l s  m i n i s t e r s  t o  b e c o m e  g o o d  l i s t e n e r s . 

Who are you? 

If you want to be a catechist, decide to be a saint.    When you seek this, people will seek your counsel.
All we need to be holy comes from Mother Church. 
God’s enablement will match our desire… 
! For Him – zeal for love, joy, and peace – in Him

Those whom I love, I reprove and chasten; so be zealous and repent. 
~ Revelation 3:19 

! For Souls – zeal for teaching, healing, comforting – for Him
Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.
~ Romans 12:11

Mother Church shapes our desire by key virtues . . . 
" Are you humble? [non-judgmental] 
" Are you obedient? [willing to be led beyond your view]
" Are you spiritually detached? [dis - orders healed]
" Are you an encourager? [building, not nagging]
" Are you generous? [patient, open to life]
Ask those closest to you:  What is most lacking in me?

What is your sure ground? 

The counsel  that  the  Catholic  Church offers  is  dist inctive .   What you offer  is  what people  really  need.  
# Baptismal virtues of faith, hope, and love are seen as authentic enablers that elevate human nature.
# Sacraments are taken seriously as critical to what is possible in the human condition.
# Suffering is recognized as key to God’s providential care.
# Our Catholic history mentors us through example.
# Prayer is deeply protective and unifying.
# Sainthood is real and possible.
# It all makes sense.

How can we help you move forward? 

Jesus always places us in ministries that call for painful growth. Seek to offer Him true devotion. True devotion 
means to do His will:  Carefully (diligently) Often (frequently) Reliably (quickly) 
$ Study the nature of conversion. [by grace, to live daily to put away sin and live deeply your vocation]
$ Seek to foster deliberate relationships of service. [pray for a chance to serve those you need good relationships with] 
$ Recognize in yourself any problematic reactions to the needs of others:

% I avoid the needs of others.
% I fear the needs of others.
% I desire to have people need me and seek me.

% I feel incompetent to help others.
% I feel unconfident in helping others.
% I am fixated on providing solutions as my main task.

$ The value of formal training.
$ The value to you of learning through other accessible forms of counseling.

 “The truth is that our need to be heard and understood is a powerful, relentless hunger. 
It never diminishes.  
It never goes away. 

And how spontaneously we love and bless, with our whole heart, 
the one who meets this need with tenderness and care.” 

~ Fr. James E. Sullivan, The Good Listener 
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