
Laura Keener 
Editor 

St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky (SVdP NKY) has 
announced its first-ever Hands of  Hope Capital Campaign, a $12 mil-
lion effort to build a new headquarters that will help meet the grow-
ing needs of  families in Northern Kentucky. The campaign officially 
kicked off  with a launch event on Jan. 21 at the current Erlanger loca-
tion. 

For more than 100 years, SVdP NKY has provided food, housing 
and emergency assistance to neighbors in need. Today, the organiza-
tion operates four thrift stores and 14 assistance programs, serving 
tens of  thousands of  people each year. But demand has grown so 
much that the current headquarters — a warehouse built in 1969 — is 
stretched to its limits. 

“Our mission calls us to see Christ in those we serve and to 
respond with love, dignity, and action,” said Karen Zengel, executive 
director of  SVdP NKY. “Hands of  Hope is about creating a space that 
allows us to serve our neighbors today and for years to come.” 

The new headquarters will be a 40,000+ square-foot facility 
designed to make services easier to access and more effective. Key fea-
tures include: 

— A larger food pantry, doubling current capacity. 
— Expanded guest services and call center for better privacy and 

coordination. 
— Dedicated space for community partners to provide wrap-

around care. 
— A chapel for quiet reflection and prayer. 

— A multi-purpose room with a teaching kitchen for nutrition 
classes and community events. 

— A climate-controlled warehouse to improve donation manage-
ment and increase revenue. 

— Enhanced retail space projected to generate $150,000 annually 
for programs. 

The new address will be 2064 Crescent Springs Road, Erlanger, less 
than a mile south of  the current location. A former employee of  St. 
Vincent de Paul learned that the owners of  the land were interested 
in selling and helped connect the two. “Being right there, off  of  I-75, 
in the middle of  Kenton County, was something we were hopeful for,” 
said Mrs. Zengel. 

Cincinnati architectural firm GBBN was tapped to design the new 
headquarters. In 2019, GBBN architects designed St. Vincent de Paul’s 
Cincinnati Don & Phyllis Neyer Outreach Center. 

“They understood the Vincentian model and how all the elements 
of  the organization come together,” said Mrs. Zengel. “They really did 
have an understanding of  the way that we operate and the impor-
tance of  having space for us to meet with our guests and neighbors in 
a more dignified and discrete way than what we’re able to do in our 
building right now. They understood the thrift store not only as a way 
to support the outreach, but also as a program and the need for signifi-
cant warehouse space.” 

Before leading the opening prayer, Deacon Jim Fortner, chief  oper-
ating officer for the Diocese of  Covington, spoke fondly of  the current 
warehouse and the St. Vincent de Paul ministry, saying, “I feel like 
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(below right) An endearing new feature 
is Ruthie’s Kitchen, a multi-purpose 
room with a teaching kitchen for 
nutritional education, seasonal programs, community  
gatherings, and distribution events. 

(below left) The new headquarters will feature the R.C. Durr 
Chapel of  Hope, a dedicated place for quiet reflection and 
prayer. 

(above left) Karen Zengel, executive director, St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky 
 welcomes staff, volunteers, benefactors and guests to the public launch of  the  
$12 million Hands of  Hope capital campaign, Jan. 21. On the day of  the launch $9 million 
has been pledged, of  the needed funds to build a new headquarters and drop-off  and  
distribution center. “We’re not fancy, we’re functional,” Mrs. Zengel said of  the purposely 
designed and appointed 40,000 square foot facility.  

(above right) Presenters gather around a rendering of  the proposed St. Vincent de Paul 
Northern Kentucky headquarters during the launch of  its “Hands of  Hope” capital  
campaign. Hands of  Hope is the first such campaign in the Societies 115-year history  
in NKY. Pictured, from left, are: Deacon Jim Fortner, chief  operating officer, Diocese of  
Covington; Beth Sewell, Kenton County commissioner; Karen Zengel, executive director, 
St. Vincent de Paul NKY and Marty Butler, chair of  the Butler Foundation and Hands  
of  Hope steering committee.

(Continued on page 6)
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Maura Baker 
Staff  Writer 

World Cancer Day is celebrated annually, Feb. 4, as a day to raise awareness regarding 
cancer prevention, early detection and treatment.  

This year, St. Elizabeth Healthcare is teaming up with the Kentucky Cancer Program, 
Kenton County Public Library, Cancer Support Community and the Northern Kentucky 
Health Department for a screening event, Feb. 4, 1–3 p.m. at the Latonia Branch of  the 
Kenton County Public Library. 

The event, which is free and open to the public, will offer attendees opportunities to 
learn about cancer prevention and treatment, have screening questions answered and 
schedule appointments. St. Elizabeth’s mobile mammography van will also be on the prem-
ises of  the library that day, with availability via appointment. 

“We welcome anyone to come on down and check out all that the day has to offer,” said 
Maggie Lynnot, program manager for St. Elizabeth’s Community Health and Partnership. 

“Our goal here is to educate the community about cancer prevention and resources,” 
Ms. Lynnot said, “but also to celebrate survivors and connect people with local programs 
that support early detection and treatment. We want to meet the community where they’re 
at and empower individuals to take proactive steps for their health.” 

Cancer impacts millions of  people each year, according to Ms. Lynnot. “A lot of  those 
cases can be prevented or treated through timely screenings and healthy lifestyle choices,” 
she said. “And, so, this day, this event, really serves as a reminder to schedule those regular 
checkups and learn about warning signs — as well as support anyone affected by that dis-
ease.” 

The event is open to “anyone and everyone,” Ms. Lynnot emphasized, saying, “It’s really 
about community putting together an event for community. So, whether it’s patients, care-
givers or community members — cancer really touches everyone in some way.” 

For more information, or to pre-schedule a mammogram appointment, call (859) 655-7400.

World Cancer Day event brings 
community together for support, 
education and empowerment

Save the Date 
The 3rd annual Kentucky  

March for Life  
Wednesday, March 11 

The Diocese of Covington is organizing an 
adult/family bus. 

Mass, 9:30 a.m., Good Shepherd Parish, 
Frankfort for Mass 

Following Mass is a rally at the State Capitol 
including a walk to the Historic Frankfort 
Cemetery and to the Memorial of the Unborn 
(bus transport to the cemetery is available). 

Buses return to Northern Kentucky  
by 4:30 p.m. 

More information and registration to come.

Preparing for the 2026 DPAA 
Bishop John Iffert spent time at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington, Jan. 20, filming the 
promotional video for the 2026 Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal. The video will be shown during commitment 
weekend, March 21 and 22 this year, in parishes across the diocese. The theme for the 2026 DPAA is “Live 
Like Children of  Light.”

Bailey photo

Cathedral Concert 
Series 

The Cathedral Concert Series  

continues its 49th Season,  

Feb. 15, 3 p.m.  

The acclaimed Cincinnati 

Camerata vocal ensemble 

will return for a program of 

sacred choral music. Featured 

work is Messe Solennelle — a 

Mass setting written for two organs and choir — 

by Louis Vierne. This will be a rare opportunity to 

hear both Cathedral organs played together.  

The concert will also highlight Early Music sung in 

the church. All are welcome with No Admission.  

A Freewill Offering is gladly accepted. Please visit 

cathedralconcertseries.org for more information.
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Bella Bailey 
Multimedia Correspondent 

The Diocese of  Covington is celebrating World Day of  
Consecrated Life with Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of  
the Assumption, Covington, Feb.7, 10 a.m. The Mass, cele-
brated by Bishop John Iffert, is an invitation to come 
together in communion with one another to celebrate 
those who have consecrated their life to Jesus. 

Currently, there are five communities of  women reli-
gious in the Diocese of  Covington, in addition to six com-
munities of  men religious serving in the Diocese. These 
communities live out their charism and spiritualities in a 
variety of  ways, each of  which is beneficial to the wellbe-
ing of  the Diocese. Whether a charism of  prayer, health-
care, education or social work, the work of  consecrated 
religious in the Diocese cannot be understated. 

Claire Thérèse lives her vocation as a consecrated vir-
gin through her work as a wife of  Christ, spiritual mother 
and director, professor, author and the operation of  a non-
profit, private retreat cottage. Sister Lynn Stenken 
answered God’s call when she made first vows with the 
Congregation of  Divine Providence at 23 years old. Now, 
Sister Lynn serves as director of  Religious Education at 
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, California. 

Though answering different calls to consecrated life 
Ms. Claire Thérèse and Sister Lynn both model Christ’s 
love through their vocations. 

The often-misunderstood vocation of  a consecrated vir-
gin is the oldest form of  consecrated life within the 
Catholic Church, predating organized religious life, dating 
back to pre-apostolic times. “The women first called to be 
spiritually wed to Christ were not nuns or religious 
Sisters; they were consecrated virgins,” said Ms. Claire 
Thérèse. 

While other consecrated religious communities, like 
the Congregation of  Divine Providence, focus on living 
their vocation through a charism, consecrated virgins, can 
“‘only’ boast of  the most foundational aspect of  all conse-
crated life: being the bride of  Christ,” Ms. Claire Thérèse. 

While members of  the Congregation of  Divine 

Providence are also wed to Christ, they share additional 
responsibilities, through community life and the fulfill-
ment of  a charism and spirituality. Given to them by 
founder, Blessed John Martin Moye, the spirituality flows 
through four fundamental virtues: poverty, simplicity, 
apostolic charity and abandonment to Divine Providence.  

These provide a framework for living out a charism 
“rooted in an understanding of  God’s great love for all of  
us and for each of  us, individually. And those of  us who are 
attracted to that charism, then live that out through prac-
ticing the spiritual and corporal works of  mercy,” said 
Sister Lynn. 

Traditionally, sisters of  the Congregation of  Divine 
Providence lived their charism through “ministries of  
teaching and nursing,” said Sister Lynn. “As time went on 
and minds expanded, we began to see the others way 
which we can live out the spiritual, corporal works of  
mercy.” Now, sisters can be found in social work settings, 
teaching, nursing and providing spiritual direction. 

Both consecrated virgins and the sisters of  the 
Congregation of  Divine Providence, though different, 
share a love of  Christ and a dedication to him. Serving as 
reminders of  his love through their earthly ministry.

Living and sharing Christ’s love through consecrated life

Maura Baker  
Staff  Writer 

Once a staple of  the Kehoe Council of  
the Knights of  Columbus, the annual pan-
cake breakfast hosted by the Knights 
makes a post-COVID return this year, Feb. 
15, 8:30 a.m.–1 p.m., at Notre Dame 
Academy, Park Hills. 

Having been on hiatus since 2020, this 
year’s breakfast will be the official 25th of  
these events, which directly benefits the 
mission of  the Sisters of  Notre Dame. 

“One hundred percent of  the proceeds 
go directly to the Sisters of  Notre Dame,” said Tom France, 
a member of  the Knights of  Columbus who has been a part 
of  many pancake breakfasts since the event’s conception. 
In addition to this support, this year “the sisters in their 
generosity have decided that they want to share the pro-
ceeds with our local ACUE (Alliance for Urban Education) 
schools,” Mr. France said. 

The breakfast, which costs $8 for adults and $5 for ele-
mentary aged children, includes unlimited pancakes, cof-
fee, juice and milk — as well as homemade sausage made 

from a knight’s family recipe. All costs 
of  the event are covered by the 
Knights of  Columbus, allowing all 
funds to return to the sisters. 

“It’s a great day of  fraternity for 
our fellow knights,” said Mr. France. 
“We all get together … the knights pre-
pare and cook all the breakfast that 
morning right in the premises, and we 
serve it in the cafeteria.” 

The camaraderie extends also to 
the students of  Notre Dame Academy 
and other local schools, who provide 

table service at the event, which Mr. France notes as anoth-
er instance of  the community emphasized at the break-
fasts, calling their contributions a “tremendous help.”  

“One of  the founding principles of  the Knights of  
Columbus is charity,” Mr. France said, “and it’s the first of  
our four principles —charity, unity, fraternity and patriot-
ism … we do this in that spirit. The Sisters of  Notre Dame 
have always been good to the Knights of  Columbus, and 
this is us returning the favor and helping to support 
them.”

Knights of Columbus pancake breakfast 
returns in support of Sisters of Notre Dame, 
ACUE schools

Jan. 24 
Mass beginning AI Summit, 
Mary, Seat of Wisdom 
Chapel, Thomas More 
University, Crestview Hills,  
9 a.m. 

Vigil Mass, Cathedral Basilica 
of the Assumption, 
Covington, 4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 26 
Confirmation, St. Thomas 
Parish, Ft. Thomas, 7 p.m. 

Jan. 27 
Mass, 125th anniversary of 
dedication of the Cathedral, 
Cathedral Basilica, 8:15 a.m. 

Jan. 27 (continued)å 
Confirmation, St. Mary 
Parish, Alexandria, 7 p.m. 

 

Jan. 28 
Catholic Schools Week Mass, 
Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m. 

Building Commission  
meeting, 2 p.m. 

Confirmation, St. Joseph 
Parish, Cold Spring, 7 p.m. 

Jan. 29 
Confirmation, St. Pius X 
Parish, Edgewood, 7 p.m. 

Bishop’s  
Schedule

Correction 

In the previous edition, St. Henry Catholic 

School, Elsmere, was regrettably missed in 

the listing of elementary open houses. 

St. Henry’s Open House is scheduled for: 

Jan. 25, 12:30–2 p.m. 

The Messenger apologizes for the error.

Sister Lynn Stenken is the director of  Religious 
Education at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, California. 

Claire Thérèse caught in a candid moment while wearing her 
insignia veil, representing her as a bride of  Christ.

What’s on your heart? 
The Disciple Maker Index survey returns this Lent 

Survey opens Feb. 18 

Online portal and paper forms will be available. 

Parishes will share details leading up to the sur-
vey’s start date.
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To know God, we must welcome Jesus’ humanity, pope says
Josephine Peterson 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Leo XIV said that God is revealed 
through Jesus’ humanity, not solely through a 
“channel of  transmission of  intellectual truths.” 
It is through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection 
that one can come to know God. 

Pope Leo continued his series of  talks during 
his weekly general audience Jan. 21, revisiting 
Vatican Council II with a speech on “Dei 
Verbum,” the church’s teaching on divine revela-
tion. 

By knowing Jesus, the pope said we can enter 
into a relationship with God as his adopted chil-
dren, which was revealed through Jesus’ human-
ity. 

“In order to know God in Christ, we must wel-
come his integral humanity: God’s truth is not 
fully revealed where it takes something away 
from the human, just as the integrity of  Jesus’ 
humanity does not diminish the fullness of  the 
divine gift,” he said. “It is the integral humanity 
of  Jesus that tells us the truth of  the Father.” 

He went on further to say that in becoming 
man, Jesus “is born, heals, teaches, suffers, dies, 
rises again and remains among us. Therefore, to 
honor the greatness of  the incarnation, it is not 
enough to consider Jesus as the channel of  
transmission of  intellectual truths.” 

God communicates with us, the pope said, 
and at the same time, Jesus is the Word of  God 
incarnate. Through this corporal form, the truth 
of  God is revealed. 

“Jesus Christ is the place where we recognize 
the truth of  God the Father, while we discover 
ourselves known by him as sons in the Son, 
called to the same destiny of  full life,” he said. 

In closing, Pope Leo said, “Brothers and sis-
ters, by following the path of  Jesus to the very 
end, we reach the certainty that nothing can sepa-
rate us from God’s love.”
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Pope Leo XIV smiles as he listens to a reader during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican Jan. 21, 
2026. 
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COMMENTARY

How to get more comfortable  
with being less comfortable

Picture your favorite place to sit. A cozy recliner near 
the TV, a reading spot on your couch or your usual chair 
at the kitchen table. Remember how your body sinks into 
that space without a second thought. After a long day, 

there’s nothing better 
than settling in where we 
feel most at home. 

Now picture the place 
where you usually sit at 
Mass. You might have a 
regular pew, a certain side 
of  the church you love or 
the same exact seat every 
Sunday. Why do you pick 
this spot? 

Maybe that’s where 
your family or friends 
have always sat. Maybe 
you like the view or the 
acoustics: You can see and 
hear well here. Or maybe 

you’re simply a creature of  habit! 
There’s nothing wrong with having a favorite place. In 

a chaotic, ever-changing world, our nervous systems sigh 
with relief  at routines. We need the expected. Even Jesus 
liked to recline at table with his friends. 

But in this in-between stretch of  Ordinary Time, 
between the high feast of  Christmas and the solemn 
preparation of  Lent, we find ourselves in a new place as 

we settle into the New Year. What will 2026 hold, the good 
and the bad? Who might we become by year’s end? 

At home, at church, in our communities and in the 
wider world, we can find ourselves seeking what is com-
fortable. We like this kind of  food, that style of  worship, 
this grocery store or that politician. We feel at home in 
our particular camp. 

Yet Christ came both to comfort (with God’s mercy) 
and challenge (with God’s justice). His call to discipleship 
is always prophetic, asking each of  us to leave behind the 
nets of  our comfort zones and venture into the deep. 

As a parent of  children ranging from kindergarten to 
high school, I find myself  thinking often about the home 
as a place of  comfort — but also challenge. I want our 
family home to be a space of  safety, solace and love for 
our kids, but I also know it must be a source of  difficult 
lessons: how to forgive, how to change and how to do the 
right thing even when it’s hard. 

In 1902, humor columnist Finley Dunne coined a 
famous phrase about the duty of  journalism, writing that 
the role of  the newspaper is to “comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable.” Catholics sometimes say the 
same about the mission of  the Church, too. We need only 
look to the Gospels to see how Jesus comforted the suffer-
ing and spoke out strongly against the wealthy and pow-
erful who did not care for the poor and vulnerable. 

Where we stand (or sit) determines our view — of  our 

Calm down, Karen, hope lies aheadRepent, the kingdom of  
Heaven is in our midst By the time you read this, St. Vincent de Paul Northern 

Kentucky will have publicly announced plans to build a 
new facility to replace our outdated and undersized ware-

house that has gradually 
become the heart of  our 
operations. Since 1969, this 
building has housed our 
largest thrift store, distri-
bution center, help line, 
food pantry, offices and 
essential resources that 
support our neighbors in 
need. It has served our 
ministry faithfully, allow-
ing us to respond with 
compassion as needs have 
grown and changed. Today, 
however, the limitations of  
this space constrain our 
ability to serve, to adapt 

and to grow alongside our community’s needs. I’d like to 
share this journey with you and the hope that guides the 
road ahead. 

St. Vincent de Paul has been in Northern Kentucky 
since 1911. A letter to the Bishop at the time described our 
first year of  outreach as $667 spent to aid 90 families with 
groceries, coal, medicine, shoes and a sewing machine. In 
2026, we are now blessed with 31 parish conferences plus 
one in the works and over 670 Vincentian volunteers 
across the Diocese. Add to that 4 thrift stores, 100 employ-
ees and 14 programs that our Vincentians can draw upon 
to address the basic needs of  our neighbors struggling to 
make ends meet. This committed network of  friends had 
the opportunity to encounter 60,000 individuals through 
our ministry last year. 

As the dust began to settle from COVID, we kicked off  a 
facility review. That review clearly showed that we had 
run out of  space and there was no room to accommodate 
our growing ministry. After 18 months of  research, study 
and discussion, we decided to move forward with our first 
ever capital campaign, where the proceeds would be used 
to build a larger, modern and welcoming facility to meet 
the needs of  our community now and well into the future. 

This decision was not made lightly. Through prayer, 
reflection, and discernment, we wrestled with what it 
would mean for a ministry largely fueled by volunteer 
hands and humble resources. We have always sought to be 
simple and focused, supporting our Vincentians as they 

serve our neighbors. We questioned what others might 
think if  we began asking for significant gifts for a build-
ing. Historically, we never asked for more than we believed 
was necessary in any given year. Yet, year after year, the 
need consistently exceeded our expectations. And still, 
those needs were met: more people stepped forward, more 
joined our ministry, and more neighbors reached out for 
help. There was no doubt that the Holy Spirit was the true 
fuel behind our careful planning and volunteer efforts. 
Trusting the Holy Spirit, we took a leap of  faith and moved 
forward.  

We had never undertaken a significant fundraising 
effort, let alone built a facility. With the support of  our 
Board and a consultant, we assembled teams to help plan 
an affordable building and guide the fundraising efforts. 
These teams have been nothing short of  fantastic and, as 
you will read, I am so grateful for them. 

So, we officially began this journey in the summer of  
2024. We created a prayer for the success of  the campaign 
that starts every meeting. After some early wins, our 
fundraising efforts began to stall. I quietly struggled with 
the balance between the big picture and the daily details. 
While there was no question we needed to push forward, 
doubt was quietly creeping in. Cool, calm collected Karen 
was lost. Instead, I was anxious, agitated and uneasy. I was 
not getting along well with that version of  Karen.  

The tide began to turn. Our team of  building experts 
continued to guide our next steps in planning our future 
home. Our steering committee focus became education, 
meeting new people and teaching our community about 
the ministry of  St. Vincent de Paul, the people who make 
it and the people we are blessed to serve.   

One day, a brief  visit with a member of  our steering 
committee brought me completely back on track. This 
teammate is relatively new to the work of  St. Vincent de 
Paul — someone I may never have had the chance to know 
were it not for this effort he chose to join. He shared that 
he, too, had concerns at different points along the way. And 
yet, despite the ups and downs, he told me how much he 
loved being part of  it. He loved the people on the commit-
tee, so deeply passionate about loving their neighbors and 
sharing the love of  Christ through service. 

In that moment, it clicked. This isn’t about the cam-
paign or the building. It’s about the people — the people 
God is placing in my life and the daily encounters that 
invite me to see Christ in those around me. Like our mis-
sion statement says, it is a blessing to be part of  a network 

The readings for the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time — Cycle A — are: Isaiah 8:23–9:3, 1 Corinthians 
1:10–13, 17 and Matthew 4:12–23. 

Not long ago I had a jarring epiphany when studying 
and praying on the question and the reality of  Heaven. 

During my course of  
study and prayer, I was hit 
between the eyes with an 
insight from the biblical 
scholar, N.T. Wright, who 
pointed out a profound 
truth in his marvelous lit-
tle book, “Revelation for 
Everyone.” It caused the 
scales to fall partially 
from my eyes. 

Wright points out that 
our Jewish brethren were 
careful to never abuse or 
profanely utter the Holy 
Name of  God. As a result, 

they developed practices for avoiding this sin while labor-
ing to honor the holiness and otherness of  God in their 
speech and references. So, when you read the Word of  
God and you encounter the word “heaven” or “kingdom,” 
understand that it refers not a place, but to God, to his 
Presence and to his reign among us, right here and now, 
as well as his future coming. 

How often in our worship, preaching, and scripture 
reading have we heard “repent, for the kingdom of  heav-
en is at hand?” Probably more than we can count or 
remember. A more probing question is, how often have I 
grasped its meaning and its urgency? I cannot speak for 
the saints among us, but as for me the answer is not often 
enough. And therein lies the problem. 

Jesus’ call to repentance at the outset of  his public 
ministry reveals the urgency of  the act of  repentance. He 
is with us now. We are staring him in the face. He is 
speaking to us. He is fulfilling his promise to be 
Emmanuel, God-is-with-us, in the inseparable realities of  
Word and Sacrament. It is precisely because of  God’s 
presence to us in the Holy Communion of  presence, truth 
and grace, that we can exclaim with the Prophet Isaiah, 
“the people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” As we make our pilgrim journey through this life, 
with its blessings and its burdens, the inseparable reali-
ties of  Word and Sacrament reveal to us the way and give 
us the grace to live in imitation of  Christ and towards his 
Kingdom. 

Absent our deep and personal engagement with the 
Presence of  God in the Word and Sacrament, we find our-
selves dwelling in that “land of  gloom” referred to by 
Isaiah. Much of  the modern, technologized, anti-human, 
anti-theist world gives every appearance of  being a land 
of  gloom. We see soaring rates of  anxiety, depression, 
personal disintegration, and despair. I think this situa-
tion has much to do with a deficient conception of  our-
selves as human persons, a conception that has closed us 
off  from the “bounty of  the Lord.” 

In the first half  of  the 20th century, the theologian and 
spiritual writer, Monsignor Romano Guardini, perceived 
the drift of  the emerging “technological civilization,” 
now nearly fully realized, which would reduce man’s dig-
nity and culminate in a totally enclosed self; a self  and a 
society closed off  from God. He tirelessly reminded his 
readers and congregants, “the nature of  Christianity is 
not just an idea, or a program-the nature of  Christianity 
is Christ. When we lose him, no longer want to know, 
only shadows remain.”  

Decades later, the philosopher, Charles Taylor, spoke of  
the “type” or concept of  the human person that has come 
to exist in our age. He described it is as the “buffered 
self.” This type of  person senses themselves as self-con-
tained, self-enclosed, and not needing any input from out-
side the self. For such a self, reality consists solely of  
their interior feelings and their interior, totally individu-
alistic renderings of  reality. In this rendering of  exis-
tence, life is understood as having no independently 

Karen Zengel

VIEWPOINT

Father Phillip DeVous

GO AND GLORIFY

Laura Kelly Fanucci

GUEST

(Continued on page 18)

(Continued on page 18) (Continued on page 18)
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Call David at the Messenger  
for information on placing your ad  

in the Classified Advertisements.  
(859) 392-1572

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

JOE HARMELING (859)609-2513 
I’M BACK! I Don’t Do Portraits  

I Can Paint the Interior & Exterior of Your 
Home and More. Free Estimates. Fully Insured 

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY 
Concrete – Specializing in concrete replacement, driveways, sidewalks, 

steps, patios, stamped concrete 
Masonry – Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick pavers,  

foundation repairs, free standing wood burning fireplace 
Quality work & ref. Call Bill (859) 331-4733 

Messenger advertiser since 1993

ARCHIVIST 
The Diocese of Covington invites qualified, actively-practicing 
Roman Catholics to apply for the part-time (15 hours) position 
of Archivist. The Diocesan Archives contains instruments and 
written documents which pertain to the spiritual and temporal 
affairs of the Diocese, including specifically but not exclusively, 
non-current files from Diocesan offices, sacramental records, 
academic transcripts of certain closed schools, certain photo-
graphs, and other historical information of Diocesan archival 
significance. The Archivist maintains records of acquisitions, 
labels and houses files, updates inventory, responds to records 
requests, and performs research when requested by Diocesan 
or parish personnel. Qualifications include either a degree in 
history, archive certification, or archive or library experience. 
Interested candidates may send a letter of interest, resume or 
C-V with compensation history, and a list of references with 
contact email addresses to Stephen Koplyay, SPHR by email or 
by fax: skoplyay@covdio.org, 859/392-1589.

SENIOR CITIZEN APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Lakeside Park. 2 Bedrooms, Garage, and Equipped 
Kitchen. No Pets. Water and Sanitation included.  

$1200 per month. Excellent condition 

Call Tom @ 859-380-7738

BONITA SPRINGS, FL CONDO FOR RENT 
Beautiful condo on Little Hickory Island. 100 steps to 
the beach. 2 bed room – 2 bath. Washer, dryer, lanai. 

Reserved Parking. Heated pool, new carpet.  
1 month minimum stay. 

Call or text 859-380-7738

IN SEARCH OF SNOWBIRDS 
To rent our townhouse this winter in sunny Bradenton, 
Florida. Cozy 2 br, 1.5 bath in gated community. Brand 
new carpet throughout, lanai, W/D, reserved parking 
space, heated pool, gym, WiFi and Smart TV. Close to  
shopping, church, IMG; 25 min. to beach. One month  
minimum stay. Text or call 859-866-2104 for more info. 

JANITORIAL: 
Full time position for dependable individual to perform 
janitorial functions for company in Richwood area. 
32 – 40 hrs. per week.  Start time 5:30 a.m.  $20.00 per 
hour.  Full benefit package including Health/Dental/ 
Vision Insurance, paid holidays, paid personal days, paid 
vacation, 401-K, Profit Sharing Plans.  Candidate should 
have minimum 1 year of experience in housekeeping/ 
janitorial service.   

Chas. Seligman Dist. Co. is a Drug Free Workplace 

Submit resume to HR@chasseligman.com 

Chas. Seligman Dist. Co., 10885 Clydesdale Court, 
Walton, KY 41094 APARTMENT FOR RENT 

LAKESIDE PARK 
SENIORS ONLY 55+ 

1 Bedroom – 2nd Floor Unit, Located in 4 Family 
Building. Hardwood Floors, Garage. Landlord pays 
heat, water, and sanitation. $950 per month + 
deposit. No Pets. 

859-866-2607 

MESSENGER 
ADVERTISING SALES 

MANAGER 
Due to an upcoming retirement, the Diocese of Covington is 
seeking a full-time ad salesperson for its official newspaper, the 
Messenger, beginning in January. The successful candidate will 
be a practicing Roman Catholic and an excellent representative 
of the newspaper and the diocese. The candidate will be ready 
to embrace the mission of the diocesan newspaper, has some 
previous sales experience, works well as a team member, is 
attentive to detail, and energetic in serving existing customers 
as well as expanding sales to new clients. The salary is commis-
sion-based, with medical and retirement benefits provided by 
the diocese. Interested candidates are asked to e-mail a letter 
of interest and a résumé outlining sales experience and other 
qualifications to Stephen Koplyay at skoplyay@covdio.org.

we’re on holy ground.” 
“I know how many times we’ve (he and his family) come 

here as a family to drop things off  and what it means to shop-
pers,” said Deacon Fortner. “St. Vincent would be really 
proud. I’m so excited about the new place and I know we’re 
going to reach our goal and exceed our goal.” 

Martin (Marty) Butler, chair of  the Butler Foundation 
and the St. Vincent de Paul Hands of  Hope steering commit-
tee, spoke on how the Foundation and St. Vincent de Paul 
share a common mission: “to provide help to those in need 
by the most direct means possible.” 

“No other organization meets people where they are 
quite like St. Vincent de Paul,” said Mr. Butler. “Through 

thousands of  home visits each year, their volunteers build 
real relationships — listening, praying, and restoring digni-
ty in moments of  greatest need. This campaign isn’t just 
about bricks and mortar; it’s about ensuring that kind of  
personal, compassionate care continues for generations to 
come.” 

SVdP NKY has already raised $9.1 million of  its $12 mil-
lion goal, thanks to strong community support. The organi-
zation is now inviting the public to help reach the finish line 
by donating at bit.ly/svdpnky_handsofhope. Construction is 
expected to begin in late 2026, with the new headquarters 
opening in early 2028. 

The need for help in Northern Kentucky is growing. 
Rising costs for housing, utilities, and food have made it 
harder for families to make ends meet. SVdP NKY’s pro-
grams provide emergency assistance, food and hope to thou-

sands of  people each year, and the new headquarters will 
make sure no one faces hardship alone. 

“The Hands of  Hope Campaign is a powerful witness to 
what can be accomplished when faith, love, and a deep rever-
ence for human dignity converge,” said Bishop John Iffert. 
“St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky has, for more than a 
century, embodied the Church’s unchanging mission to see 
Christ in those who are poor, vulnerable or forgotten. This 
new endeavor reflects not only strategic vision but a pro-
found theological truth: that every act of  service is an exten-
sion of  God’s own mercy at work in the world. I am deeply 
grateful to all who are giving of  their resources, hands and 
hearts to make this dream a reality. May this new headquar-
ters become a place that Pope Leo XIV envisions, where, ‘the 
poor will come to realize that Jesus’ words are addressed per-
sonally to each of  them: I have loved you.’ (Dilexi Te §121)”

‘Hands of Hope’ Campaign 
(Continued from page 1)
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The weekly TV Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption is broadcast locally on The CW, Sundays, 10 —
11 a.m. Viewers can tune-in on the following channels: anten-
na 12.2; Spectrum 117 or 25; Cincinnati Bell 17 or 517; and 
DirectTV 25. 

Festivals, prayer services, etc. Parishes, schools and 
Catholic organizations of the Diocese of Covington can 
now have their event featured on the Diocesan online 
calendar. Submit your event at https://covdio.org/calendar/. 

Support Group for Separated and Divorced begins 
Jan. 22. New Beginnings, an 8-week program that pro-
vides the opportunity to heal and move forward despite a 
complicated situation. Led by facilitators who have been 
through their own personal losses. Registration is 
required. Visit https://covdio.org/new-beginnings-2/ or 
call (859) 392-1529. The next session will be held on con-
secutive Thursdays, Jan. 22 – March 12, 7–8:30 p.m., 
Catholic Charities, Covington. 

Bishop John Iffert will celebrate Mass for the World 
Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life, Feb. 7, 10 a.m. at 
the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, Covington.  A 
reception will follow in Bishop Howard Memorial 
Auditorium. All are welcome. 

Super Bowl party fundraiser, Feb. 8, 5 p.m., St. Bernard 
Parish, Dayton, Garvey Hall. In June, 20 young adults are 
heading to Blessed Assurance, Jamaica, a home for dis-
abled young people cast away by society. At halftime, 
there will be a presentation about the upcoming for a 
Mustard Seed mission trip. 

Middle school students are invited to “Take 
heart!” at Youth Ministry’s upcoming CONNECT26 
event, Feb. 21, 9:30–4:30 p.m. at Thomas More 
University, Crestview Hills. Cost is $40. Registration 
online at https://covdio.org/youth/.  

High school students are invited for the SUMMIT 
2026 Youth Ministry retreat. The retreat will be held 
Feb. 27 through March 1 at Thomas More University, 
Crestview Hills. Not an overnight retreat. Friday 
evening, all day Saturday, and Sunday morning. Cost is 
$60 before Feb. 14, $75 after. Registration online at 
https://covdio.org/youth/.’ 

The Office of Catechesis and Evangelization is offer-
ing workshops on Books of the Old Testament, pre-
sented by Father Timothy Schehr, retired biblical 
scholar and former professor at Mount St. Mary’s School 
of  Theology at the Athenaeum of  Ohio. Workshops are all 

held Saturday morning, 10–11:30 a.m., Diocese of  
Covington, Curia Office. 2026 Spring Workshops: Job, 
March 1, session 1; March 14, session 2; April 11, session 3 
and April 18, session 4. Cost $35 per session, cash or 
checks at the door. Register at covdio.org/bible-work-
shops. 

A Marriage Encounter Experience will be held on 
March 13–15 at the Our Lady of  the Holy Spirit Center 
in Norwood, OH. Sign up at wwme.org or call Andy 
and Melanie Reinersman at (859) 653-8464. Learn how 
to make your marriage better.    

The Diocese of Covington is offering 63 FREE in-per-
son adult Catholic faith formation workshops, June 
8–11, 2026, at Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, 
Administration Building (Library classrooms). All work-
shops are broken into two parts and scheduled for two 
consecutive days, 1.5 hours per day. Instructors will pro-
vide topical information, video content, and time for open 
discussion. Create a free account under your parish or 
school to access these and 200+ additional workshops at 
https://franciscanathome.com. The workshops are open 
to everyone who wants to learn more about their Catholic 
faith. There is something for everyone. Visit https://cov-
dio.org/register or contact Isaak A. Isaak at (859) 392-1529 
or iisaak@covdio.org. 

The Diocese of Covington is coordinating a  
pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, South 
Korea, for young adults ages 18 to 35. Bishop John Iffert 
hopes to join the pilgrims along with a few priests and 
deacons from the diocese. The estimated cost is $5,500.00 
per person and includes round-trip airfare, transporta-
tion, lodging, meals (from WYD) and tours. To reserve 
your spot, the initial payment of  $350 is due Dec. 31, 2025. 
The full amount must be paid by March 15, 2027. If  you are 
interested in attending, leading a group, or making dona-
tions to help the young adults of  our diocese attend, con-
tact Isaak Abraham Isaak at (859) 392-1529 or e-mail 
iisaak@covdio.org. 

Bishop Iffert and the priests of the Diocese of Covington 
will pray a Holy Hour for survivors of  sexual violence and 
for the sanctification of  priests, 3 p.m., every third Thursday 
monthly, at the Cathedral Basilica of  the Assumption, 
Covington. All are welcome.  

The Holy Face of Jesus devotion, every Tuesday 6 p.m., 
St. Cecilia Church, Independence, with Benediction 7 p.m., 
for reparation of  sins against the first three command-
ments: denial of  God, blasphemy and the profanation of  
Sundays and Holy Days; includes praying the Litany of  

the Holy Face of  Jesus, the Holy Face Chaplet, prayers of  
petition and silent devotion, all during Exposition. 

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones, (PAL) is a support group 
that meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30–8 p.m. at 
Catholic Charities, Latonia. It provides continuing education 
and support, at no charge, for parents with a son, daughter or 
spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or drugs. No cost. 
Just come — 3629 Church Street, Latonia. For more informa-
tion contact Client Care at (859) 581-8974. 

A Survivors of Suicide Loss Support Group begins at 
Mother of God Parish, Covington, for family members 
and friends of  persons who have ended their own lives. 
Group meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of  
each month at the parish office in the St. Aloysius 
Conference Room. For information contact Jeff  Duell at 
(859) 801-8213. 

Zoom Support Group for family, relatives and friends of 
victims of clergy sexual abuse, second Monday of  the 
month, 6:30–8 p.m. CST; 7:30–9 p.m. EST. Most often family 
members, relatives and friends do not have anyone to talk 
with about their loved one’s abuse. They are considered sec-
ondary victims of  abuse. These meetings are confidential and 
no one is forced to contribute unless they want to. The sup-
port group is not there to give answers but to share experi-
ences. Participants are free to bring a friend if  that makes 
them feel more comfortable. Everyone is welcome to attend 
no matter geographical location. For information contact 
Paula Kaempffer, coordinator of  Restorative Practices and 
Survivor Support, for the Archdiocese of  St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, at kaempfferp@archspm.org or call (763) 688-
3978.  

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, 
Covington, offers Veneration of a relic of the True Cross, 
    on the first Friday of  every month, from noon–1 p.m. 
Confessions are offered concurrently. The monthly venera-
tion is held in silence and concludes with a blessing and the 
opportunity for the faithful to come forward to personally 
venerate the True Cross relic. The monthly veneration is 
sponsored by the Knights and Dames of  the Covington-
Lexington section of  the Equestrian Order of  the Holy 
Sepulchre of  Jerusalem.  

Do you have a bike no longer used? Donate it to 
Pickett’s Corner a ministry of Catholic Charities. 
Each bike makes a significant difference in the lives of  
those in need. Pick up available and all repairs are 
done at Pickett’s Corner. Simply e-mail 
Pickettscorner23@gmail.com and give your name, 
address and phone number. 

Third grade students at St. Pius X, Edgewood, performed a Nativity Play for the school following the last all-school Mass before Christmas Break.

PEOPLE AND EVENTS
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Stephen Enzweiler 
Cathedral Historian 

This is the fourth in a four-part series celebrating the 
Quasquicentennial (125th) anniversary of  the Dedication of  
St. Mary’s Cathedral (Cathedral Basilica of  the 
Assumption) on January 27, 1901. 

In the spring of  1894, there was every reason for Bishop 
Camillus Maes to be optimistic. The architectural plans for 
the new cathedral were in hand and construction was 
about to begin. Yet he knew from his own experience that 
building any structure the size and complexity of  a gothic 
cathedral came fraught with unexpected twists and turns. 
He knew there might be delays in materials delivery and 
construction, or plans changes caused by other unforeseen 
conditions. He experienced it when as a pastor he built St. 
John the Baptist Church in Monroe, Mich., and he experi-
enced it dealing with the finances of  building new parish-
es when he was chancellor of  the Diocese of  Detroit. 
Architect Leon Coquard also knew about the unforeseen. 
But neither man expected the kind of  emergency that 
threatened to kill the St. Mary’s Cathedral project entirely.  

“I have been thinking,” Coquard wrote Maes less than 
six weeks before the May 1, 1894 groundbreaking. “As 
Covington is so hilly and rocky, it might be possible that 
solid rock may not be far below the surface. Could you find 
out to a certainty the nature of  the ground at the site?” The 
bishop didn’t know the answer to his question. But the ini-
tial excavations of  the ground and the sudden discovery of  
“a wet, marshy soil with deep layers of  sand and clay” sur-
prised both men completely.  

“The whole lot is endless and bottomless sand!” the 
bishop lamented. “About 8 ½ feet deep there is a layer of  
clay of  seven inches in thickness, and at a depth of  15 feet 
another of  about the same thickness. The men who 
worked it…assure me it is the same all over, for blocks and 
blocks.”  

Coquard was just as surprised as the bishop. “It is 
impossible for me to say just what should be done,” he 
replied. “I have allowed about 2 ½ tons per square foot of  
footing. Of  course, this will not do if  you have the bottom 
which you describe.” He asked if  the excavations had been 
made elsewhere on the property. They had. But the further 
borings only confirmed that no cathedral of  the planned 
size and weight could be built on the site without risking 
disaster.  

The ever-inquiring Bishop Maes felt 
confident there must be another way to 
approach the problem. For that he con-
tacted Gustave Bouscaren, a Paris-
trained civil engineer living in 
Cincinnati who the Enquirer said “had 
the reputation of  being one of  the great 
civil engineers of  America.” He 
worked for Cincinnati Southern 
Railway for 25 years, held patents for 
dozens of  inventions, and built most of  
the bridges spanning the Ohio River. 
He also was once appointed by 
President Cleveland to evaluate the 
Brooklyn Bridge.  

After inspecting the building site, 
Bouscaren sent his report to the bish-
op. Based on his initial findings, he con-
cluded that the allowable load capacity 
was easily half  of  what architect 
Coquard originally calculated, indicat-
ing the ground as it was could never 
support the size and weight of  the 
cathedral as he had designed it. The 
bishop wrote to Coquard saying the 
conclusions made it “too deep to reach 
for foundations and unfit for draining.” 
Yet Bouscaren wasn’t finished. “Upon 
the engineer’s recommendation,” Maes wrote, “we pro-
ceed today to a test of  the bearing strength of  the ground.” 

Bouscaren dug a well 25 feet down into the ground and 
built a mechanical load-bearing test apparatus at the bot-
tom. On it he systematically placed 6,000 pounds of  weight 
and waited to see conclusively how much weight the sandy 
soil could actually support. So interested was Bishop Maes 
in the outcome, he even assisted Bouscaren in the process, 
taking readings himself  over the planned four-day test 
period. In the end, Bouscaren wrote to the bishop on July 
16, noting that the result was “somewhat more favorable 
than I had anticipated” and advised that the tests only jus-
tified “a maximum allowance of  three thousand pounds 
per square foot,” rather than the 6,000 pounds Coquard 
planned for.    

Embarrassed at his miscalculation, Coquard tried to 
make up for it by proposing he increase the footings in size 

as an added precaution. But the bishop 
replied that he was “perfectly satis-

fied” with Bouscaren’s results and 
directed Coquard to adjust his plans 
accordingly. Willis Kennedy, the 
Covington City Engineer overseeing 
the process, agreed. “Hence,” the 
bishop wrote Coquard, “only 
increase the footings so as to get a 
bearing area of  3,000 lbs. per sq. ft.” 
The matter seemed to be settled after 
that. Two days later, Coquard’s 
redrawn plans arrived and construc-
tion resumed.  

But the relationship between the 
bishop and his architect became 
increasingly more strained as the 
work progressed. Coquard’s difficul-
ty in fitting such a massive structure 
into the tiny lot Maes had procured 
was a constant source of  discussion 
and disagreement between the two. 
“If  your lot were at least two hun-
dred feet square,” he wrote, “I would 
not be obliged to calculate down to 
every inch, and could get along 
much faster. I am trying to arrive at 
the very best possible arrangements 
under the circumstances, and I hope 
that you will not force me to send out 

plans which are not sufficiently studied, just to gain a few 
days’ or even week’ time, at a cost of  years of  regret and 
dissatisfaction.”  

By the spring of  1895, the steam shovels had finished 
their work and were replaced by block and tackles, swarms 
of  stone masons, carpenters, brick layers, and horse-
drawn wagons clattering about the streets. By late sum-
mer, the brick and limestone walls had risen to a height 
just below the windows.  

 Sunday, September 8, 1895, the feast of  the Nativity of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary, had been chosen as the date for 
the laying of  the cornerstone. Thousands from Covington 
turned out and more than 10,000 came from Cincinnati, 
with as many from each of  the surrounding cities. All told, 
there was an estimated 20,000 attending the event. The 
newspapers reported a street parade beforehand “which 
completely eclipsed anything ever witnessed in 

Covington.” They dubbed it the “monster parade.”  
“Never in the recent history of  Covington has 

such a religious demonstration been witnessed on 
the streets,” reported the Kentucky Post. The parade 
was four miles in length with more than 4,500 men, 
boys, clergy and public officials participating.  It took 
hours to arrive at the cathedral site. When time came 
for the blessing of  the cornerstone and the walls, 
with the priests kneeling, facing a wooden cross, 
they chanted the litany of  the saints led by Bishop 
Maes, who rose to perform the dedication. It was 
then that everyone noticed her. 

“As the assemblage of  bishops and priests 
climbed the steps,” the Enquirer reported, “a little 
golden-haired girl, dressed in pure white, and reflect-
ing from her face religious faith and innocence, 
clung to the cornerstone and hung there during the 
ceremonies.” Bishop Maes in particular could not 
help noticing her. Neither could every other bishop 
and priest there. For Maes, her presence clinging to 
that cornerstone had the same unusual quality as 
did another little girl he encountered some years ear-
lier who handed him a silver dollar and tasked him 
to “build a cathedral in Covington.” As he ascended 
the wooden steps, Bishop Maes carried in his hand a 
copper box, among whose contents was the same sil-
ver dollar she had given him. He placed the box 
inside the cornerstone niche and mortared it in 
place with a sterling silver trowel. None of  the bish-
ops, priests or attendants told the little girl to leave. 

The cornerstone laying that Sunday continued 
the community’s great pilgrimage toward the new 
cathedral’s eventual completion and dedication. As 
the days and months passed, residents watched in 
fascination as the beautiful French gothic edifice 
rose incrementally toward the heavens. No one had 
ever seen anything like it before. With its progress, 
enthusiasm of  the parishioners and the city resi-

Out of struggle and hardship, a new Cathedral is born

Cathedral Archives 

Gustav Bouscaren, the French civil 
engineer who “saved” the cathedral 
project by determining it was possible 
to build on the existing ground.

Bishop Maes at the work site inspecting the progress of  sanctuary construction, c. 1896.                                                              Cathedral Archives
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dents mounted. Everyone from the wealthy of  Covington 
to the poorest of  the poor realized they were to have a 
House of  God “which would rank architecturally among 
the notable cathedrals of  the country, an edifice eminently 
worthy of  its sacred purpose and at the same time a great 
honor to the city and the State.” 

“Splendid Edifice Now Nearing Completion in 
Covington” said the headline in the Cincinnati Enquirer on 
the morning of  Nov. 5, 1899. “Bishop Maes lays no claim to 
as superb an edifice as the grand cathedrals that grace 
England and the continent of  Europe,” the article said. 
“He is convinced that his is the finest temple of  purely 
gothic architecture in America.” Indeed, it had been a her-
culean effort, and it came at a personal price. When 
Camillus Paul Maes began construction, he was still a 
robust man, his black, curling hair 
showed only a few scattered flecks of  
grey. But looking into the mirror in 
the days before the cathedral’s dedica-
tion, it was completely white.  

The original estimated cost of  the 
new cathedral had been $150,000 in 
1893. But by the time of  the dedica-
tion, that amount had ballooned to 
$250,000. By the spring of  1900, funds 
for further construction had again 
run out. “My debt is so large now that 
I may not add another hundred dol-
lars to it,” he wrote Coquard. “Let me 
know immediately what hope of  com-
pletion of  the job is held out.” By that 
summer, it was obvious the façade 
would have to wait, so the bishop 
ordered the architect to brick up the 
front wall temporarily until he “had 
the means to erect the towers and 
front entrances.”      

By January 1901, the construction 
crews were gone, and the streets of  
Covington filled with a feeling of  
quiet excitement as the big day 
approached. On January 7, Maes sat 
down in his office and penned a final 
note to Leon Coquard in Detroit. “The 
Dedication will take place on Sunday, 
January 27th 1901,” it said simply. 
“You are kindly invited to attend.” 

January 27 dawned cold and 
cloudy, with flecks of  snow drifting in 
a brisk north wind.  

Bishop Maes, accompanied by 
“the venerable and revered Most Rev. 
William Henry Elder, Archbishop of  
Cincinnati,” a dozen other bishops 

and dozens more priests, celebrated Holy Mass one final 
time in the old cathedral on Eighth Street, then moved in 
procession through the cold to the new cathedral.  

   “The majestic and devotional ceremonial of  the 
Catholic Church was never before displayed in Covington 
as on yesterday,” wrote the Cincinnati Commercial Appeal. 
“A ceremonial ancient, yet ever new, and in which every 
act and every vestment, every prelate and every priest, 
every psalm and every ceremonial portrayed to the faithful 
the passion, the death and the glorious triumph of  Christ, 
the Son of  God.” A magnificent musical program was ren-
dered by the full Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, aug-
mented by a choir of  four hundred voices. In the congrega-
tion was a subdued but happy Leon Coquard. In his own 
words, he said he had designed it “with the idea in mind 

that it should stand for centuries as a monument, and sym-
bolical of  the strength and purity of  the Christian faith.”  

When Bishop Maes approached the completed interior 
for the first time, he remarked, “As I walked down the aisle 
and saw the white marble steps of  the sanctuary, I felt I was 
at the gate of  heaven!”   

Now with the work completed, the long pilgrimage 
ended, the job finished, Bishop Maes looked upon his 
accomplishment with a bittersweet reflection. He had 
hoped to complete the cathedral during his lifetime, but 
now out of  funds, he longed to start work on the facade. It 
seemed to him he might never live to see it. But the winds 
of  Providence still graced the effort, and not a few years 
would pass before work would begin again to that purpose.

Coquard photo of  unfinished cathedral after the front was bricked up, c. 1900.                                               Cathedral Archives

Coquard photo of  unfinished cathedral after the front was bricked up, c. 1900.   Cathedral Archives Coquard photo of  finished cathedral interior after the dedication, January 1901.   Cathedral Archives



Celebrating  
Catholic Schools Week 

Jan. 25–Jan. 31
Catholic Schools  
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A high school student at  
St. Henry District High School, 
Erlanger waves as he 
approaches the building on  
the first day of  school, 2025.

“Educating is an act of hope and a passion 
that is renewed because it manifests  
the promise we see in the future of humanity.” 

–Pope Leo XIV’s Apostolic Letter on the occasion of the 60th anniversary  
of the Conciliar Declaration Gravissimum educationis 
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Most Rev. John Iffert 
Bishop of  Covington 

Pope Leo, building on the teach-
ing of  Pope Francis, recently issued 
the apostolic exhortation, “Dilexi Te 
(“I have loved you”): To All 
Christians on Love for the Poor.” In 
that document, he makes his own 
the desire that the Catholic Church 
should be a “church of  the poor for 
the poor” and identifies care of  the 
poor in the name of  Christ as the 
essential mission of  the Church. He 
also firmly roots educational oppor-
tunity as one of  those essential mis-
sionary works of  the Church. 

Pope Leo recalls Pope Francis’ 
teaching that education is a high 
expression of  Christian charity. 
“Yours is a mission full of  obstacles 
as well as joys…,” he quotes his pred-
ecessor as saying to educators, “A 
mission of  love, because you cannot 
teach without loving.” This is the 
mission and goal of  our Catholic 
schools, to express the love of  Christ 
Jesus that finds a place in our own 
hearts, confident in the belief  that 
knowledge of  God and the world is the path to freedom, 
dignity, human progress, and even salvation in the truth. 
When we provide education that arises from charity and 
centers on the development of  charity, we do the work of  
restoring justice and promote the faith. 

On this Catholic Schools Week, I want to especially 
thank those who sacrifice for this work of  charity, justice 

and faith-development. This 
includes, in a special way, our 
teachers, administrators and 
employees who work sacrificially 
to be able to promote education in a 
faith context. This also includes 
the many families and volunteers 
who offer their time, talent and 
treasure to promote Catholic edu-
cation for the love of  their young 
people and their neighbor. 

There are two other groups that 
I should mention. First, our 
Catholic parishes and parish-
ioners who make extraordinary 
sacrifices for the love of  young peo-
ple and confidence in education to 
promote well-being and faith. It is 
not unusual for our parishes to 
dedicate 40-percent of  their parish 
collections or more to the mainte-
nance of  these laboratories for 
charity. Increasingly, there is a 
group of  donors, including our 
Diocesan and Parish Annual 
Appeal donors, who contribute to 
scholarship funds to assist the fam-
ilies of  students with financial 

assistance to assure that the labor of  love that is Catholic 
education reaches as many young people as possible. 

Here’s a particular example. A group of  parents 
brought to my attention a desire to assist our Catholic 
schools to serve more people with disabilities. They gath-
ered, created a Northern Kentucky affiliate of  the Fire 
Foundation; a Catholic Foundation that promotes Catholic 

education for people of  all abilities. Recently, they have 
offered to fund a part-time Inclusive Education 
Coordinator who will assist our Diocese’s schools to 
include more students of  varied ability. They are also 
assisting in training faculty and staff  and are beginning a 
grant process to promote inclusion in our schools. This 
kind of  devotion highlights Catholic education as the work 
of  charity that it is and fosters that mission in the life of  
the Church. I am grateful. 

We recognize our own poverty and our need for a 
Savior, becoming the Church of  the poor. That recognition 
inspires devoted love for Jesus, which in turn directs us 
outward to serve the poor. Material, intellectual and spiri-
tual poverty fosters a charitable response that is Catholic 
education. Christ is made known through the love of  so 
many, manifesting the Body of  Christ and his loving mis-
sion in the world. 

Thank you all. In this Catholic Schools Week, let us cel-
ebrate that high calling that has served so many of  us and 
continues to bring Christ to the world today.

A mission of love: celebrating Catholic Schools Week

Bishop John Iffert

“Specializing in residential and commercial plumbing repair parts”  

Specialized Plumbing Parts Supply Inc. 

921 Dudley Road 
Edgewood, KY 41017 

(859) 341-6666 

We now stock a complete line of home 
health aides that include elevated toilet 
seats, grab bars and personal showers.

‘This is the mission and 
goal of our Catholic schools, 

to express the love of  
Christ Jesus that finds  

a place in our own hearts’
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Kendra McGuire 
Contributor 

Each January, we take time to celebrate 
our Catholic schools in a week-long cele-
bration known as Catholic Schools Week. 
For students and teachers in our schools, 
various activities take place that highlight 
Catholic education and show gratitude to 
those who make Catholic schools possible.  

The celebration of  Catholic Schools 
Week is not just for those working in or 
attending a Catholic school. It is meant to 
extend beyond the walls of  the school 
building to our local parishes, our diocese 
and local community. This is a time for all 
of  us to reflect upon the blessings of  
Catholic education and recognize that this 
ministry is helping to shape the future 
generations of  our church and communi-
ty.  

As the mother of  six children and 
superintendent of  schools, I am immersed 
in Catholic education. Every day I have the 
opportunity to experience the joys of  
Catholic school communities with my husband and chil-
dren while also supporting the schools across our diocese. 
While you might think everyone would find value in this 
ministry, I also hear from those who think Catholic schools 
are a “burden” and take too many resources to operate. 

With the naysayers in mind, it may do us good to reflect 
on the history of  Catholic schools in the United States. St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton is credited for opening the first 
Catholic school for young women in 1810. And throughout 
the 1800’s, bishops were encouraging the establishment of  
Catholic schools. In 1884, at the Third Plenary Council of  
Baltimore, it was decided and decreed that a Catholic 

school should be established near 
each parish which led to a large 
increase in the number of  
Catholic schools. 

The proliferation of  Catholic 
schools that started two cen-
turies ago occurred at a time 
when anti-Catholic sentiment 
was high. While this may not be 
our pressing issue in the United 
States today, we are raising chil-
dren in culture that doesn’t seem 
to value faith or community. 
Instead, the culture is teaching 
our children that life is all about 
themselves. That you do not need 
community or relationships — 
just the pursuit of  the things you 
want and desire with little regard 
for others.  

This is why Catholic educa-
tion is needed now, as much as 
ever. The teachings of  Jesus 

Christ permeate the Catholic school. Along with rigorous 
academic instruction, children are taught about Jesus’ 
love for them and how we are called to love and serve God 
and others. And they learn to live these values daily 
through prayer, the celebration of  the sacraments and 
community service. Children who embrace these teach-
ings and go on to live them in their adult lives will become 
the church and community members you want to live and 
work beside.  

As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, let’s remove the 
mindset that schools are a burden. Instead let’s remember 
that they are filled with God’s children — children who 
need a safe place to learn about Jesus and his love for 

them. A place where the evil and dangerous teachings of  
our culture can be cast aside so they can feel what true 
community is all about. Catholic schools are a ministry of  
our Church, and we need to not only celebrate them this 
week but also remember that our support of  this ministry 
shapes the future of  our church and the communities in 
which we live.  

Just as Jesus told the disciples, His words echo true for 
us today too, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of  God 
belongs” (Lk 18:16). Catholic schools are places where our 
children encounter Jesus. Let’s celebrate and support 
them! Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, pray for us!   

Kendra McGuire is superintendent of  Catholic Schools 
for the Diocese of  Covington, Ky.

Catholic Education: Our past and our future?

Kendra McGuire

By the numbers:  
Diocese of Covington 

Catholic Schools 
36 total schools (K–12) 

27 elementary schools 

9 secondary schools 

8,871 total students (K–12) 

35 Blue Ribbons awarded  
to schools
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Bishop Brossart High 
School 

Luke D’Alessandro, Senior 
As stressed by Pope Leo XIV in his apos-

tolic letter “Drawing New Maps of  Hope,” 
collaboration is an intrinsic part of  a 
Catholic education. Bishop Brossart High 

School’s leading motto, “Charity First,” is an incredible 
testament to establishing a collective education rooted in 
faith. 

As a student at Bishop Brossart, I have seen firsthand 
the impacts that working together has (not only on the 
school, but also on our society). Each class has a day dedi-
cated to service where the students volunteer their time at 
various organizations in the community. Additionally, 
Bishop Brossart has two clubs that emphasize serving the 
community through working together. Students also have 
the opportunity to take a campus ministry class that 
embodies the importance of  collaborating to bring hope to 
others. Through this class, I have helped plan service days, 
led retreats and organized masses. This would not have 
been possible to accomplish if  my classmates and I worked 
independently. 

Education would not be a collective endeavor without 
the constant support from educators, and this is especially 
true at Bishop Brossart. I appreciate having teachers who 
are not just there to judge their students’ memorization 
skills, but rather help them gain knowledge on the impor-
tance of  working together. As Pope Leo wrote, “educating 
is an act of  hope and passion,” and it is obvious that the 
teachers at Bishop Brossart do not shy away from these 
qualities: they keep faith first in the classroom, encourage 
their students to work together to problem solve and sacri-
fice their valuable time to lead clubs that allow collabora-
tion to flourish. 

While not always interacting with students in the class-
room, the clergy in the Bishop Brossart community are 
extremely impactful. Our chaplain, Father Ed Brodnick, is 
a perfect example of  Pope Leo’s message, as he is one of  
the most involved members within our school. He says our 
school Masses and is involved in all of  the retreats. If  you 
play a sport at Bishop Brossart, there is a very high likeli-
hood that Father Ed has been to one of  your games, and if  
he hasn’t, he has definitely sent an email to the school 
telling us to wish the teams playing good luck. While edu-
cating is often about teaching directly, leading by example 
is one of  the most compelling calls to action when wit-
nessed, and Father Ed’s actions accomplish just that. 

Some of  the most frequent interactions we have in our 
everyday lives involve our families, so it may feel easy to 
overlook their impact on education, but they contribute in 
vast ways. A family is the perfect example of  the necessity 
of  working together and the benefits that will be produced 
when doing so. All members must help out so that the fam-
ily can maintain functionality, and this remains the same 
when it comes to a Catholic education. The students are 
participating every day in the classroom, and the parents 
stay involved by volunteering at the sports games, attend-
ing meetings with school administrators and supporting 
Bishop Brossart financially. Without families functioning 
as one, there would be discord and instability, showing the 
importance of  viewing Catholic education as a collective 
endeavor. 

Bishop Brossart High School has its foundation in col-
laborative service involving students, teachers, clergy and 
families. This gives the platform for a Catholic education 
that benefits an entire society, not just those directly 
involved. 

 

Covington Catholic 
High School 

Jack Salyers, Senior 
God has created each of  us with 

a core purpose of  getting to Heaven 
and bringing along as many people as possible. On a deep-
er level, this purpose is achieved in many different ways in 
respect to each individual and God’s vocation for their life. 
When it comes to one’s discovery of  how they will achieve 
their purpose, a Catholic education is of  the utmost impor-

tance. While normal education focuses solely on the gath-
ering of  information and learning job skills (which are 
still important), Catholic education takes these things as 
smaller parts of  a larger vision for each individual stu-
dent. Catholic schools are not merely buildings of  educa-
tion, but “constellations,” as Pope Leo XIV says. The fami-
lies, teachers, administration, clergy and students all work 
together to help students find God’s purpose for them.   

In his letter, Pope Leo XIV highlights that Catholic 
Schools know each student has a higher calling than just a 
successful life. At Catholic Schools, students are pushed to 
discover themselves and the meaning of  their life on earth. 
Through the environment of  love, support and life that 
works through Catholic Schools, students are able to 
explore who God has made them to be and discover the 
world through a Catholic lens. The regular subjects are 
taught alongside faith and truth, with a larger-than-life 
purpose to discover meaning. At Covington Catholic, 
where I attend school, I have taken major steps in my faith 
journey, and towards finding my vocation because of  vari-
ous faith-based clubs and the wise perspectives my teach-
ers have offered me. On that note, when one seeks to fulfill 
God’s personal mission for their life, that is when they 
truly live. And it is in this sense that Catholic schools, 
formed by large, loving, networks of  people, are able to 
“generate life.” Catholic Schools are able to achieve this 
mission because of  the constellation-like network of  all 
the aspects of  the school, which form together for one com-
mon goal. Firstly, as I have mentioned previously, there is 
the interconnectedness of  the teachers, administration, 
clergy, families and students. 

 At Covington Catholic, the community of  people that 
runs through the school is the most supporting network I 
have. It’s a place where everyone can come together 
towards the common goal of  love and the students’ search 
for meaning. In his letter, Pope Leo stresses that the family 
is the beginning of  a student’s education, but instead of  
Catholic schools replacing parents, they “collaborate” 
with them. With this, an interlocked community is created 
between everyone involved in the school. The school facul-
ty all become close to family for the students, rather than 
just educational overseers. In my experience at Covington 
Catholic, I have established great relationships with all the 
teachers and staff. In some ways I am able to see my teach-
ers as wise friends, making the classroom feel like an open 
conversation filled with good advice, rather than a dull lec-
ture. Furthermore, there are the many distinct yet con-
nected educational sectors of  Catholic education. These 
two networks combine for the common purpose of  helping 
students to find God’s purpose for their life, which, in turn, 
generates life and opens the door for the flourishment of  
the Catholic faith. 

The unique purpose of  Catholic Schools, and how that 
purpose is achieved, is remarkable. Normal subjects are 
taught through a lens of  Faith, which draws the students 
closer to God; and the staff  become akin to a second family 
for each student, opening the door for an opportune learn-
ing environment. These beautiful characteristics, among 

many others, is what makes Catholic schools 
so special.  

 
 

Covington Latin School 
Jenna Keller, Junior 

In “Drawing New Maps of  Hope,” Pope 
Leo XIV presents an inspiring vision for how the Church 
can adapt to the complexities of  our changing world. 
Instead of  sticking to known paths, he encourages believ-
ers to become spiritual explorers, recognizing the new 
avenues where God’s grace is already at work. This con-
cept of  hope as a dynamic and living force resonates with 
my experiences in a Catholic high school. 

One of  the major points in the apostolic letter is that 
hope isn’t merely about being optimistic; it involves active-
ly engaging in discernment. Pope Leo XIV emphasizes that 
genuine hope flourishes when the Church takes the time to 
truly listen. 

Covington Latin truly reflects this commitment to lis-
tening. Our religion classes encourage us to ask questions, 
think critically, and have meaningful discussions. Faith is 

portrayed not as a finished product but as a journey that 
requires interpretation and the courage to navigate it. The 
letter also emphasizes the essential role of  education in 
creating these “new maps.” Pope Leo XIV argues that 
schools should focus on intellectual growth as well as 
moral and spiritual development, helping students con-
nect their faith to the challenges of  contemporary society. 

Another important theme in “Drawing New Maps of  
Hope” is the idea of  accompaniment. 

Pope Leo XIV insists that the Church should walk 
alongside individuals rather than simply guiding them 
from a distance. This concept deeply influences my under-
standing of  community during my years at Covington 
Latin. Faculty members and teachers become mentors 
who embody compassion and patience. Their sincere sup-
port during academic pressures, personal challenges and 
spiritual doubts truly reflects the pastoral approach out-
lined in the letter. 

Ultimately, Pope Leo XIV’s invitation to redraw maps of  
hope is a heartfelt call to trust that God is still leading the 
Church into unexplored territory. Faith grows strongest 
when shared within a community that is open to questions 
and dedicated to service. This perspective transforms edu-
cation into an act of  hope, one that prepares young people 
not just to accept the world as it is but to courageously and 
creatively work to transform it. 

Incorporating this spirit of  exploration and dialogue, 
the Church inspires young people to take active roles in 
their communities. Fostering environments where diverse 
ideas are appreciated, it encourages a deeper connection to 
faith. Engaging with the world around us, driven by faith 
and hope, nurtures empathetic leaders ready to tackle the 
complexities of  modern life. 

 
 

Holy Cross District 
High School 

Abigail Reed, Senior 
Catholic education is a unique mesh 

of  countless individual facets and influences all striving 
with their full might to achieve the same goal: delivering 
the true image of  faith to the youth of  today. From students 
to educators to religious leaders, each distinct person joins 
into a human system that is perpetually in motion.  

This conglomerate acts in an efficient system in a simi-
lar manner to the human person, giving life to a body 
whose purpose is Christ’s service. The clergy and religious 
persons are the heart; They use their invaluable positions 
to share God’s Word, pumping the message of  Christ 
throughout the entire system and providing the sustaining 
message of  faith to all. Without them, the ability of  the 
Catholic education system to guide the youth towards 
Christ would be impossible.  

The administration and the educators are the bones, 
veins and arteries. They are responsible for transmitting 
the faith indiscriminately throughout their communities 
while maintaining a strong foundation and structure for 
students to rely on and build off  of. The educators share 
the message of  Christ, living each day as an example to the 
formative youth under their tutelage. Jesus is alive in 
every teaching moment, connecting the faith to the larger 
world and providing the necessary building blocks to culti-
vate a life guided by God.  

Finally, the students are the outward facets of  the body-
the skin and other features. They are what is displayed to 
the world, using the essential support of  their Catholic sys-
tem to bring Christ’s light into the world and continue the 
cycle of  sharing it with the world. They are the result of  
the constant hard work of  numerous individuals in the fer-
vent dedication to share Christ’s love. Students go into the 
world, displaying the sum of  so many parts, and reflect the 
Christian spirit to all they come across, thereby continu-
ing the never ending cycle of  Catholic education.  

This body, this complementary ecosystem, values no 
part above the other. Each piece is intrinsically necessary; 
without even one, the system could not survive. Catholic 
education is connection; it is a collaboration of  idiosyn-
cratic puzzle pieces fitting seamlessly together to create a 
larger picture, a picture of  God’s unceasing love and pres-
ence in our lives. 

Catholic schools — Drawing new maps of hope

(Continued on page 14)
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Newport Central Catholic 
Ella Myers, Junior 

“Educating is an act of  hope and passion that is renewed because it 
manifests the promise we see in the future of  humanity.” When Pope 
Leo XIV wrote these words, he was not describing an abstract idea or 

a goal that he has — he was describing something that takes place every day in Catholic 
schools. 

In a time where education is often reduced to test scores and rankings, Catholic schools 
offer something uniquely beautiful; they teach students to hope. At my own school, 
Newport Central Catholic, education is not strictly about preparing for college or a career, 
but about learning who we are and how we are called by God to show up in the world. Faith 
is not an accessory to learning, it is our North Star as we are “drawing new maps of  hope”. 

 You can feel that difference the moment you walk into a Catholic school. Prayer opens 
the day, not as a formality, but as a pause, a reminder that what we do matters. Teachers 
care not only about whether we understand a lesson, but whether we are growing as peo-
ple. There is space for questions, reflection and grace. As a high school student, my world 
is often moving fast and I get overwhelmed. The structure of  Catholic education helps me 
slow down and find meaning in each day. 

Pope Leo’s call to “draw new maps of  hope” feels especially relevant here. Hope isn’t 
passive in his letter, it’s something that must be built intentionally. Catholic schools do this 
by helping students see themselves. Service projects, retreats and community involvement 
are all ways this is put into practice at Newport Central Catholic, and I personally view 
them as essential pieces of  my learning. Through these things, students discover that faith 
is not only learned but lived. 

Passion is another defining characteristic of  Catholic education. At Newport Central 
Catholic, passion shows up in teachers who stay late helping students, classmates who 
lead service initiatives and in conversations that extend beyond the classroom. We are 
encouraged to care deeply about our faith, our education, and those around us. That pas-
sion fuels purpose, reminding students that what they do can shape the future. 

Most importantly, Catholic education is a collective endeavor. Pope Leo emphasizes that 
hope is built together, and Catholic schools reflect that truth daily. I know anyone that 
spends a day on The Hill will tell you that our school is like a family. Being that we’re small 
in number, it allows us to connect with each other easily no matter our background. People 
are always helping each other, teaching each other, sharing with one another and overall 
just creating a loving community that is uniquely our own. Students, teachers, families 
and staff  all form a community that is rooted in pride for faith and mutual care. Successes 
are celebrated together, and struggles are met with support, not silence.  

(Continued on page 15)
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Catholic schools are special not because they are perfect, but because they are inten-
tional in everything that they do. They educate the mind, strengthen the heart and unite 
the students in faith and community. In doing so, they help draw new maps of  hope, not 

just for those inside their walls, but for the world those students 
will one day help navigate. 

 
Villa Madonna Academy High School 

Pamela McQueen, Principal/Executive Director 
Shared commitment. Partnership. It’s how we describe the Villa community. Education 

is never a solitary act; it thrives in an atmosphere where teachers and students, families 
and schools, tradition and possibility are all rooted in love of  God and neighbor. 

Each day, through countless unseen moments, our high school teachers create an envi-
ronment where students are known and loved. That is the sacred and demanding work 
before us: to show up fully for one another, to let our shared humanity be the lesson, and 
to keep tending the flame that draws us together and lights the way forward. You see, we 
are the keepers of  that flame in a world often shrouded in darkness. How do we do this? 

House System: Our shared mission is creating a learning environment where young 
people thrive. A small, red book is in the hands of  our teachers. It is The Rule of  St. 
Benedict, and through his teachings we learn how to live the values of  hospitality and 
respect, peace and scholarship, stewardship and stability. Our Benedictine House System 
reflects the monastic way of  living with daily dedicated time to morning convocation, 
prayer, community-building activities and collaborative work. Trained at St. Benedict’s 
Prep in New Jersey, teachers and students worked for two years to develop a House system 
unique to our high school. Student house leaders and deans work closely with the faculty 
and administration in school leadership. They give witnesses during Monday Morning 
Convocation to the values of  our school, and 
the results we see are truly life giving. 
Teaching students to see the face of  Jesus in 
one another — to love their brothers and sis-
ters without exception — is so needed. It is 
daily work. It is important work. It is the work 
Pope Leo expects of  us.  

Academics and Athletics: Top-rated aca-
demics and important athletic honors are not 
isolated achievements; they are the natural 
fruit of  a Benedictine community rooted in 
discipline, balance and shared purpose. At 
Villa, excellence emerges because students 
are known and supported. Whether in the 
classroom or on the field, Villa’s high school 
students achieve at the highest levels because 
they are formed within a Benedictine com-
munity that teaches balance, stability and 
respect for self  and others. Our awards tell a 
story, but the Benedictine community is what 
makes them possible. 

Community: A true hallmark of  a Villa 
education is the collaborative network of  par-
ents, coaches, counselors and clergy.  Success 
is shared and grounded in purpose and com-
passion. 

Education is never a solitary act. It is sus-
tained by partnership — among teachers and 
students, families and schools, tradition and 
possibility. Each partner brings hope: parents 
entrust us with who they love most, educators 
bring their gifts and calling, and students 
arrive with promise still unfolding. When 
these hopes meet, learning becomes more 
than instruction; it becomes a shared act of  
belief  in what a child can become. It becomes 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY  
AS TO STUDENTS 

Diocesan Policy states that “No person shall be refused admission to any church, school 
or institution or membership in any Catholic society or organization solely on the 
grounds of race or nationality.” In keeping with this policy, the schools under the  
auspices of the Department of Catholic Education, Diocese of Covington, do not  
discriminate on the basis of race, color or national or ethnic origin. Students of any race 
who meet the individual school’s eligibility requirements are admitted to all the rights, 
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to students at that school and that 
school does not discriminate on the basis of race in administration of its educational 
policies, admission policies, scholarships and loan programs and other school-adminis-
tered programs. The names and addresses of these schools are listed below. 
 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Bishop Brossart - 4 Grove Street, Alexandria, Kentucky 41001-1295 
Covington Catholic - 1600 Dixie Highway, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2797 
Covington Latin - 21 East Eleventh Street, Covington, Kentucky 41011-3196 
Holy Cross - 3617 Church Street, Covington, Kentucky 41015-1498 
Newport Central Catholic - 13 Carothers Road, Newport, Kentucky 41071-2497 
Notre Dame Academy - 1699 Hilton Drive, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2705 
St. Henry - 3755 Scheben Drive, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-3597 
St. Patrick - 318 Limestone Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056-1248 
Villa Madonna Academy - 2500 Amsterdam Road, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017-3798 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Blessed Sacrament - 2407 Dixie Highway, Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky 41017-2994 
Holy Cross - 3615 Church Street, Covington, Kentucky 41015-1430 
Holy Trinity School - 235 Division Street, Bellevue, Kentucky 41073-1101 
Immaculate Heart of Mary - 5876 Veterans Way, Burlington, Kentucky 41005-8824 
Mary Queen of Heaven - 1130 Donaldson Road, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-1088 
Prince of Peace - 625 Pike Street, Covington, Kentucky 41011-2148 
St. Agnes - 1322 Sleepy Hollow Road, Ft. Wright, Kentucky 41011-2795 
St. Anthony - 485 Grand Avenue, Covington, Kentucky 41015-0219 
St. Augustine - 1840 Jefferson Avenue, Covington, Kentucky 41014-1165 
St. Catherine of Siena - 23 Rossford Avenue, Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 41075-1298 
St. Cecilia - 5313 Madison Pike, Independence, Kentucky 41051-8611 
St. Edward - 107 North Walnut Street, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031-1299 
St. Henry - 3825 Dixie Highway, Erlanger, Kentucky 41018-1863 
St. Joseph - 6829 Four Mile Road, Camp Springs, Kentucky 41059-9507 
St. Joseph - 4011 Alexandria Pike, Cold Spring, Kentucky 41076-1817 
St. Joseph - 2474 Lorraine Avenue, Crescent Springs, Kentucky 41017-1493 
St. Joseph Academy - 48 Needmore Street, Walton, Kentucky 41094-1028 
St. Mary - 9 South Jefferson Street, Alexandria, Kentucky 41001-1398 
St. Patrick - 318 Limestone Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056-1248 
St. Patrick - 3285 Mills Road,Taylor Mill, Kentucky 41015-2480 
St. Paul - 7301 Dixie Highway, Florence, Kentucky 41042-0366 
Sts. Peter & Paul - 2160 California Crossroads, California, Kentucky 41007-9713 
St. Philip - 1400 Mary Ingles Hwy., Melbourne, Kentucky 41059-9701 
St. Pius X - 348 Dudley Road, Edgewood, Kentucky 41017-2698 
St. Therese - 2516 Alexandria Pike, Southgate, Kentucky 41071-3298 
St. Thomas - 428 So. Ft. Thomas Avenue, Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 41075-2295 
St. Timothy - 10268 Hwy 42, Union, Kentucky 41091-9591 
Villa Madonna Academy - 2500 Amsterdam Road, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017-3798

The Catholic Newman Center  
at Northern Kentucky 

University  
supports Catholic Schools!

Two students from Immaculate Heart of  
Mary School embrace with palpable joy 
upon their reunion before the first day of  
school.
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Joseph D. White 
OSV News 

Most of  the growth we have seen across Christian 
denominations in recent years has been in Christian com-
munities that teach sure norms that are relatively stable as 
society changes. The coming generation of  Catholic par-
ents are likely to look for a strong sense of  Catholic identi-
ty in Catholic schools. As resources become scarcer, why 
would parents choose Catholic school for their children if  
they do not perceive that Catholic school offers something 
that public school, or another private school, cannot? 

Promoting a uniquely Catholic culture in our schools is 
both a necessary task and a challenging one. In rising to 
this challenge, it is helpful to examine what variables 
make cultural identity survive and thrive. 

One important characteristic is a common language. 
How do we understand, and talk about, Catholic educa-
tion? What do we mean by “Catholic”? And more broadly, 
what language do we share when we talk about our faith? 
Sharing a common language will mean a well-articulated 
mission, one that is communicated effectively to parents 
such that it attracts families to our schools. 

A second characteristic of  cultural identity is the use of  
symbols. What symbols do we see of  Catholicism in our 
schools? When parents stop by to visit, does the Catholic 
school look different to them than the local public school 
or a Baptist school would? 

Children, especially those of  elementary age, are very 
concrete thinkers and learners. The visible symbols 
around them, such as icons, statues, crucifixes and pic-
tures of  faith in action, help tell them about where they are 
and what they are learning. What unique ideas, values and 
beliefs do we promote in our Catholic schools, and how are 
they made visible in concrete ways? 

The identity-building power of  rituals and traditions 

make them important 
characteristics of  most 
academic institutions 
that have longevity. 
Current students want 
to remain because of  the 
shared rituals that have 
built community and 
become an important 
part of  their lives, and 
former students contin-
ue to support the school 
— and encourage their 
children to attend it — 
because of  their fond 
memories of  these tradi-
tions. 

In our Catholic tradi-
tion, we need not look 
far for ideas that can 
build the sense of  collec-
tive identity in our 
Catholic schools. The 
liturgical calendar pro-
vides occasions for 
many types of  celebra-
tions and traditions, not 
to mention the day-to-
day experiences of  
Catholic prayer and the 
sacraments. 

Shared cultural 
norms, even ones that 
pose challenges to the 
individual, also build 

the sense of  cultural identity. 
Catholic schools should not be 
afraid to promote an authentical-
ly Catholic, often countercultur-
al, morality that includes respect 
for life at all ages and stages, pro-
motion of  chastity as a response 
to our understanding of  the dig-
nity of  the body and sacredness 
of  marriage, the necessity of  
social action, including solidari-
ty with the poor, and countless 
other ways in which we as 
Catholics are called to be wit-
nesses in society today. 

Similarly, we live in a culture 
in which academic standards 
have been challenged by the 
notions of  one’s “personal best,” 
leading to a situation in which 
we have many public school 
graduates with high self-esteem, 
but very little knowledge or aca-
demic skill. 

While needs and talents can 
vary greatly, we must also 
remember that children cannot 
rise to standards we do not set, 
and we must not be afraid to call 
them to rise to high standards of  
behavior and academic achieve-
ment, all the while assisting 
them in meeting the challenge. 

Joseph D. White is a licensed 
psychologist.

Visuals, rituals, traditions: How Catholic schools stand out

Vice Principal Elaine Wagner at Immaculate Heart of  Mary School, 
Burlington, walks with a student from drop off  to the doors of  the 
school as the excitement builds in anticipation of  a new school year.



Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Catholic education, which has changed 
over the centuries, must continue to evolve 
to help young people face the challenges 
not only of  technology but of  confusion 
about the meaning and purpose of  life, 
Pope Leo XIV said. 

“I call upon all educational institutions 
to inaugurate a new season that speaks to 
the hearts of  the younger generations, 
reuniting knowledge and meaning, compe-
tence and responsibility, faith and life,” he 
wrote in an apostolic letter. 

Titled “Disegnare Nuove Mappe Di 
Speranza” (“Drawing New Maps of  
Hope”), the letter was issued only in 
Italian Oct. 28, 2025. It marked the 60th 
anniversary of  the Second Vatican 
Council’s Declaration on Catholic 
Education. 

“To educate is an act of  hope,” he said. 
Catholic schools and universities, the 

pope wrote, must be “places where ques-
tions are not silenced and doubt is not banned but accompanied. The ‘heart speaks to heart,’” he said, quoting St. John Henry Newman’s, whom the pope 

declared in the letter as “patron of  the church’s education-
al mission alongside St. Thomas Aquinas,” motto as a car-
dinal. 

Parents, as the Second Vatican Council affirmed, are 
the first and primary educators of  their children, the pope 
said, but “Christian education is a choral work: no one 
educates alone.” 

Those who teach in a Catholic institution, he said, “are 
called to a responsibility that goes beyond the employment 
contract: their witness is worth as much as their lesson.” 

And while the human person is at the center of  all edu-
cational initiatives, the goal is to help that person learn to 
see beyond him- or herself  and “discover the meaning of  
life, inalienable dignity and responsibility toward others,” 
he wrote. 

“Education is not merely the transmission of  content 
but an apprenticeship in virtue,” Pope Leo said. “It forms 
citizens capable of  serving and believers capable of  bear-
ing witness — men and women who are freer, not more iso-
lated.” 

The article has been modified by Messenger staff.

Changing world calls for new commitment to Catholic schools, pope says
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Beth Reuhlmann 
Contributor 

Peggy’s Prayer Partners, ACUE’s (Alliance for Catholic 
Urban Education) Catholic Schools Week “thank you” 
mailing from students to donors of  $25 or more was named 
for Peggy McCloskey, a very special donor. This was done 
in recognition of  the many ways Ms. McCloskey has dedi-
cated herself  to students through both prayers and finan-
cial support. Peggy has been generous to the students in 
ACUE schools over the years, but perhaps the most touch-
ing are her prayers for them.  

Retired after 29 years with IBM, Peggy relocated from 
South Florida after the purchase of  a farm in Cynthiana 
where she now boards and raises horses — a lifelong 
dream. Her many horses demand a day that begins at 5 
a.m. and does not end until 7:30 p.m. or later, but she loves 
it. Her passion for horses began at an early age in her 
native New York where she would frequent her uncle’s 
nearby farm.  

She also feels strongly about helping children who need 
a hand up. Through financial planning, she discovered 
that she could initiate several ACUE scholarships. Every 
year, Ms. McCloskey assists multiple ACUE grade school-
ers through tuition aid making their Catholic educations 
possible. She has also initiated a first-year high school 
scholarship, which she named the St. Francis Scholarships 
after her favorite saint, Francis of  Assisi. These are award-
ed annually to one graduating eighth grader from each 
ACUE school. 

Her St. Francis Scholars receive not only her scholar-
ship; they receive a hand-written note from Peggy express-

ing her congratulations and confidence in their future suc-
cess if  they continue to give their best. Most importantly, 
she assures them of  her prayers.  

Asked why she, as a member of  a rural community, was 
drawn to support urban students from the ACUE schools, 
she commented, “We have students here (in Cynthiana) 
who have need, and we take care of  our own, but who do 

the urban children have to assist them?”  
For Peggy’s Prayer Partners, ACUE students are paired 

individually with ACUE donors for whom they promise to 
pray during Catholic Schools Week. The hope is that their 
assigned donor will also pray for them, just like Peggy.   

Beth Ruehlmann is the Director of  Development for 
Catholic Schools for the Diocese of  Covington.

With prayers from ACUE

The front and reverse of  the ACUE Catholic Schools Week postcard, which is sent to donors of  $25 or more. Students are 
paired individually with donors, or “prayer partners”, who pray for their student during Catholic Schools Week.
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“Making the world more beautiful,  
one yard at a time….”

(above) A group of  students at St. Henry District High School, Erlanger, walk into school on the first day.
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existing reality outside of  one’s feelings about it. This 
closing of  the self  to ultimate Reality is a quick path to 
life in the shadowlands. 

It is against this backdrop of  the buffered, enclosed 
self  of  our contemporary shadowlands that we hear 
anew the command of  Jesus, “repent, for the Kingdom of  
Heaven is at hand.” 

We have every opportunity to take up the Word of  God 
and lets its truth enlighten us. It is that Word that leads 
us to the house of  Lord where we “may gaze on the loveli-
ness of  the Lord and contemplate His temple” in the 
Most Holy Eucharist. It is only through our Eucharistic 
Communion with the Lord in Spirit and Truth that we 
can break out the land of  gloom and escape the shadow-
lands. For in the Holy Eucharist, the Kingdom of  Heaven-
God-is at hand. Let us repent of  our unbelief. 

Father Phillip W. DeVous is the pastor of  St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish, Flemingsburg, and St. Rose of  Lima 
Parish, May’s Lick.

of  friends, growing in holiness and building a more just 
world through personal relationships. Calm down, Karen. 
You are not alone in this. You never were. It’s time to get 
back to being cool, calm and collected. 

So, now I am more intentional about praying for the 
people I encounter thanks to this campaign and more 
broadly, thanks to my role. Every day, I pray for our 
Vincentians who serve, despite the significance and com-
plexity of  today’s need, our staff  working in crowded quar-

ters through hot and cold weather, our committees who 
have invested their time and hearts in the work we do, our 
supporters who have connected with our mission and have 
chosen to help us lay the groundwork for our future and 
finally, our neighbors in need, who may have lost hope in a 
time of  crisis. May this effort help us to bring calm to their 
chaos and peace to their anxious hearts. May they know 
they are never alone. There is always hope when we trust 
in Christ. 

Karen Zengel is executive director, Society of  St. Vincent 
de Paul Northern Kentucky.

home, church and society. If  we stand with the least 
among us as Christ did, we will see things very different-
ly than if  we side with the powerful, the popular or the 
strong. 

What if  we took one step out of  our comfort zone in 
2026? 

It might be a small change, like sitting in a different 
pew, to meet new parishioners in our community and see 
our physical church home from a new perspective. It 
might be a big change, like deciding to volunteer as a 
family with a local food shelf, to get to know our neigh-
bors in need and serve them with our time and energy. Or 
we might devote this short season of  Ordinary Time to 

deeper prayer, asking God to lead us further in faith even 
when it gets uncomfortable. 

When we know we have safe spaces where we can 
return — like our family home, our favorite chair or our 
regular parish pew — we can strike out in good faith and 
courage to do whatever challenging work that God calls 
us to do. 

I pray this for my children when they leave the house 
each day, that God might go with them and lead them 
home safely. I pray the same for each of  us: that we will 
always remember there is nowhere we can go, even the 
farthest leap from our comfort zone, where God has not 
already gone before us. 

Laura Kelly Fanucci is an author, speaker and founder 
of  Mothering Spirit, an online gathering place on parent-
ing and spirituality.

Heaven is in our midst 
(Continued from page 5)

Hope lies ahead 
              (Continued from page 5)

Being less comfortable 
(Continued from page 5)
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Ahead of  March for Life, pro-life 
movement faces political challenges 

WASHINGTON — As the pro-life movement prepares for the 
53rd annual March for Life, their cause faces a number of  key 
issues, including preserving the Hyde Amendment, the recent 
approval of  a new generic abortion drug and a rising abortion 
rate. Multiple studies show that since the Supreme Court’s 2022 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision, 
which overturned its previous precedent that viewed abortion 
as a constitutional right, the abortion rate in the U.S. has 
increased rather than decreased, despite bans in some states. 
Pro-life organizations, eager to reverse some of  the policies 
implemented by the Biden administration, such as eased 
restrictions on mifepristone, a pill commonly, but not exclu-
sively, used for early abortion, have in some cases been met 
with further setbacks during the first year of  President Donald 
Trump’s second term in office. In September, the Food and 
Drug Administration approved a new generic version of  
mifepristone, despite previous indications from FDA and 
Department of  Health and Human Services officials that the 
drug would undergo a safety review. In a Jan. 6 speech, Trump 
told House Republicans to be “flexible” on the Hyde 
Amendment, which prohibits public funding of  elective abor-
tions, in negotiations on health care subsidies, a policy pro-life 
groups have long supported. 

 

Remain steadfast in Christian unity 
efforts amid division, 

PHILADELPHIA — Amid division and geopolitical turmoil, 
an ecumenical expert is encouraging the faithful to remain 
steadfast as they observe the international Week of  Prayer for 
Christian Unity Jan. 18-25. This year’s commemoration “is 
even more relevant” since “there’s so much division in our 
world,” said Msgr. Gregory Fairbanks, an ecumenical expert 
and dean of  the diaconal formation school at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Ambler, Pennsylvania, part of  the 
Archdiocese of  Philadelphia. “I think it’s even more important 
to recognize that we can come together, at least as Christians, 
for a common purpose: to pray.” The annual observance, for-
mally instituted in 1968 by the Vatican and the World Council 
of  Churches, traces its roots to the 18th century, with 

Pentecostal, Anglican and Catholic clergy all promoting 
prayers over the intervening decades to restore the bonds 
among believers. The recent celebration of  the 1700th anniver-
sary of  the Council of  Nicaea and the Nicene Creed have 
imparted renewed impetus to the work of  Christian unity, said 
Msgr. Fairbanks. True Christian unity begins with self-reflec-
tion, as the Second Vatican Council noted, he said. “We have to 
at least engage with other Christians, and see the Christ in 
them, even if  we’re not ready to have full visible unity yet.” 

 

Conflicting reports of  recent  
kidnappings in Nigeria raise alarm 
for Christian advocates 

KADUNA, NIgeria — Conflicting reports are fueling anxiety 
among Christian communities in northern Nigeria after 
claims that more than 160 Christians were kidnapped during 
church services in Kaduna state. Christian leaders initially 
said armed attackers stormed two churches on Jan. 18, forcing 
worshippers into nearby forests. But some state and local 
police later denied that any mass kidnapping occurred, calling 
the reports false and saying no victims could be identified. 
However, Afiniki Moses, whose relatives were allegedly kid-
napped, confirmed to Reuters that the armed gang seized more 
than 170 people during a church service from two churches, 
including her husband and two children. The contradictory 
accounts have deepened mistrust as Christians already face 
persistent threats from extremist groups, bandits and criminal 
networks. Advocates say attacks on Christians often go unpun-
ished and accuse Nigerian authorities of  complicity or indif-
ference — claims the government rejects. Regardless of  the dis-
puted Kaduna incident, kidnappings remain widespread across 
Nigeria. Security analysts say abductions have become a lucra-

tive criminal industry, with thousands taken in recent years. 
Church advocates warn the ongoing violence continues to 
destabilize communities and undermine religious freedom, 
drawing growing international concern. 

 

Cardinal warns a ‘crisis of  values’ 
amid global uncertainty may lead  
to international war 

ROME — The Vatican’s top diplomat has warned that the 
world is sliding into a “crisis of  values” that risks wider con-
flict, citing troubles from Venezuela to Iran. Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, Vatican secretary of  state, told reporters Jan. 17 in 
Rome that diplomacy is weakening as nations turn away from 
multilateral cooperation toward forceful measures. Cardinal 
Parolin confirmed the Holy See tried to broker a peaceful solu-
tion in Venezuela to prevent bloodshed, including outreach to 
regime figures, but those efforts failed before recent military 
actions captured President Nicolás Maduro. He also expressed 
“great concern” about the “endless tragedy” in Iran, lamenting 
the loss of  life amid the government’s crackdown on protests 
and urging peaceful solutions. Highlighting tensions over 
Greenland and other geopolitical flashpoints, Cardinal Parolin 
stressed that resolving disputes through force, rather than dia-
logue, risks drawing the international community closer to 
open conflict. In his Jan. 17 lecture, Cardinal Parolin warned of  
a “crisis of  multipolarism” that “disregards the values upon 
which the community of  nations was gradually built. 
“Conscience and reason can no longer tolerate violations of  
sovereignty in their most diverse forms, the forced displace-
ment of  entire peoples, the change in the ethnic composition of  
territories, the subtraction of  means necessary for economic 
activity, or the limitation of  freedoms,” the cardinal said. 
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