


  December 11, 2025 
 
TO:      	Pastors 
           	Parochial Administrators 
FROM:  Bishop John C. Iffert
RE:      	Release of New Diocesan Collection Calendar Effective January 1, 2027
           

Dear Brothers in Christ,

I am pleased to announce the release of our updated Diocesan Collection Calendar, which will take effect January 1, 2027. This revised calendar reflects a thoughtful effort to align our collections more closely with the broader missionary outreach of the Universal Church, while preserving our commitment to vital local initiatives within the Diocese of Covington, such as our ACUE Schools. 

The new calendar incorporates three additional separate collections:
· Catholic Relief Services (CRS): CRS assists families in urgent need, providing aid to those affected by disasters, poverty, and conflict.
· Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD): CCHD is the U.S. bishops' anti-poverty program, that focuses on creating job opportunities, improving conditions in low-income neighborhoods, and addressing the root causes of poverty.
· World Mission Sunday: A worldwide collection to aid the Pontifical Mission Society, supporting missionary work in over 1,100 dioceses across the globe. 

The International and Domestic Combined Collections will now support the following funds:
· International Missions Combined Collection: Will support the Church in Latin America and Eastern Europe, and the Solidarity Fund for Africa.
· Holy Land collection will take place on Good Friday.
· Domestic Missions Combined Collection: Will support the collections for Black and Indian Missions, the Catholic Home Missions Appeal, the Catholic Communication Campaign, and Thomas More University.
· Thomas More University will replace the Catholic University of America as our contribution to Catholic higher education.

The full calendar for 2027-2029, including specific dates for each collection, is attached for your reference. In revising the calendar, our goal was to schedule approximately one second collection per month, ensuring a sustainable rhythm for our parishes. I encourage you to review it carefully and incorporate it into your parish planning. Promotional materials and resources for these collections will be forthcoming from the Diocesan Office of Stewardship and Mission. If you have any questions or require additional support, please contact that office directly.

Let us pray that these collections inspire our faithful to live a life of stewardship, extending Christ's love to all corners of the earth as well as right here in our own backyard. 
 
Cc:  Fr. Mark Keene, Vicar General
Jaime Schroeder, Chancellor
Jim Hess, Director of Stewardship and Mission Services

 
